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Attention Saber Families and Sabers-to-be! Registration is now open for students entering Pre-Kindergarten and Kindergarten for the 2025-26 school
year at Susquehanna Valley CSD. You can register on any school day from 8 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at the District Office, located at 1040 Conklin Road,
Conklin. If you need to register outside of these hours, please contact the district office at 607-775-0175 to make arrangements. For a list of required S8 S d
documents and registration details, visit the Registration page on our website: https://www.svsabers.org/registrar.aspx XIE

Read more on page 2!
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(alendar

Kirkwood:
KIRKWOOD TOWN COURT HOURS
Monday - Friday 8:00 AM - 3:30 PM

Scheduled Town Board Meetings:
First Tuesday of each Month at 6:00 PM

Scheduled Town Board Work Sessions:
Last Tuesday of each Month at 6:00 PM

Town of Binghamton:

Town Board Work Session Meetings
First Tuesday of each month at 4 p.m. at Town Hall

Town Board Meetings
Third Tuesday of each month at 6 p.m. at Town Hall

Town of Conklin:

CONKLIN TOWN COURT HOURS
Monday, Wednesday, & Friday 8:00 am — 2:00 pm
1st Friday of the Month 8:00 am — 4:00 pm
(YOU CAN MAKE PAYMENTS VIA THE USPS
ORYOU CAN PLACE THEM IN THE SECURED
DROP BOX OUTSIDE THE COURT DOOR.)

DMYV At Conklin Town Hall
Wednesday — 9 A.M. until 1 P.M.

SV School District Calander

Saturday, March 8, 2025
--SAT (Digital Test)

Location: Susquehanna Valley High School

Sunday. March 9, 2025
--Daylight Saving Time begins (Spring Ahead)
Location: Susquehanna Valley Central School District

Monday. March 10, 2025
--SV Gridiron Club Meeting 6:00 PM

Location: SV HS Cafeteria (Susquehanna Valley High
School)

Tuesday, March 11, 2025
--Donnelly Elem - PTA Book Fair

Location: Donnelly Elementary (Donnelly Elementa-
ry)

Wednesday, March 12, 2025
--Brookside Elem - Gr. 5 Cap & Gown photos

Location: Brookside Elementary

--Brookside Elem - Science Fair 6:00 PM
Location: Brookside Elementary

--Brookside Elem - Spring Photo Day (all students)
Location: Brookside Elementary

Thursday, March 13, 2025
--Donnelly Elem - PTA Ice Cream Social

Location: Donnelly Elementary (Donnelly Elementa-
ry)

Town of Binghamton- SENIOR CITIZEN ACTIVITIES
PLANNED FOR MARCH 2025

By Town of Binghamton and TOB Seniors

March 2025 Activities
All activities are held at the Town of Bingham-
ton Town Hall, located at 279 Park Ave.
Please make all RSVPs to (607) 772-0357 x301.

--Tues., March 11 from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. The Book Club
will meet and we’ll discuss “While I Was Gone” by Sue
Miller. The book selections for upcoming months will
be chosen at the March meeting. The Book Club contin-
ues to thrive and will continue to meet regularly on the
second Tuesday of every month from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.
You’re welcome to come even if you haven’t read the
book slated for the meeting. The Book Club (as a group)
chooses the books to be featured each month. If you’d
like to recommend a book, please bring it with you to the
next meeting and join the club!

--Thurs., March 13 from 1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. Indi-
vidualized Needlework Refresher (Crafts) REFRESH-
MENTS WILL BE SERVED! Come for help refreshing
a needlework skill, or pick up a knitting, crochet, em-
broidery, or cross stitch project you need help starting
(or re-starting) so you can join the Stitchers Group with
confidence. Minimum of three people must RSVP by Fri.,
March 7 or this event will be cancelled. Max of five peo-
ple. Please indicate what project you will bring & what
help you need.

--Tues., March 18 from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. Build a Blue-
bird House & Learn About Bluebirds! (Crafts/Learn
Something New/Nature) REFRESHMENTS WILL BE
SERVED! Join us as we put together precut bluebird
houses (we’ll supply the materials). We’ll have a speak-
er give a talk about the endangered Eastern Bluebird of
this area, how to set up a nest box properly, how to care
for them year after year, and will include pictures and
resources regarding nesting and raising young here in the
Binghamton area. RSVP by Mon., March 17 or this event
will be cancelled.

--Tues., March 25 from | p.m. to 3 p.m. We’d like to
form a Stitcher’s Group! (Crafts) REFRESHMENTS

WILL BE SERVED! This group would come together to
work on hands-on projects such as hand quilting, knitting,
crochet, and fiber arts. Come out and connect with oth-
ers! This is not a class but an opportunity to engage with
others. If you have other handcrafts you like to work on,
please feel free to bring them along. RSVP by the 18th of
each month or this event will be cancelled. Deadline for
March is Tues., March 18.

COMING UP IN APRIL

Let us know by calling the RSVP number if you are in-
terested in learning how to make Pyshanky (Ukrainian
geometric wax-relief dyed eggs) for the Spring/Easter
holidays. (Crafts/Other Cultures/Learn Something New)
This will be scheduled in early April.

Registration opens for Pre-K

and Kindergarten
By SV School District

Saber Families and Sabers-to-be, registration for
students entering Pre-Kindergarten and Kindergarten for
the 2025-26 school year is now open for eligible children
in the Susquehanna Valley CSD.

Eligible children for Universal Pre-Kindergarten
are those who reside in the district and will turn four (4)
years old on or before December 1, 2025. UPK registra-
tion began on March 3 and ends by March 25, 2025.

Children who can enter Kindergarten for the
2025-26 school year will be five (5) years old on or before
December 1, 2025. Kindergarten registration began on
March 3 and is ongoing. If your child is already enrolled
in the Pre-Kindergarten program in Susquehanna Valley
CSD this year, you do not need to register them for Kin-
dergarten.

Registration for both programs is open each
school day, 8 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. at the District Office, 1040
Conklin Road, Conklin. If you need a time outside of nor-
mal registration hours, please contact the district office
at 607-775-0175 to make arrangements. Registration re-
quirements and documentation can be found on the Reg-
istration page of our website — https://www.svsabers.org/
registrar.aspx
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2025 UPDATE: Community
Development Block Grant

By Town of Binghamton

The Town of Binghamton was recently award-
ed funding for a Community Development Block Grant
(CDBG) program. This grant will provide financial as-
sistance to owner-occupied, income-eligible homes
throughout the Town, for housing repairs such as roofing,
insulation, siding, plumbing, heating, electric, masonry,
windows, doors, and carpentry. THIS IS A GRANT and
NOT A LOAN.

Thoma Development Consultants of Cortland
prepared the CDBG application. Residents interested in
being placed on the waiting list should contact Thoma
Development Consultants at 607-753-1433 to request a
pre-application.

We’re hoping some of you will take advantage of this
great opportunity!

EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY

FEDERAL FAIR HOUSING LAW — The Town of Bing-
hamton is committed to providing Fair Housing with-
in constitutional limitations to all Town residents. The
Federal Fair Housing Law prohibits discrimination in the
sale, rental, or financing of housing based on race, col-
or, religion, sex, national origin, handicap or familial sta-
tus. If any individual or family feels that they have been
discriminated against in obtaining suitable housing of
their choice or if anyone requires additional information
regarding Fair Housing, they can contact the Town Fair
Housing Officer, Nick Pappas, Code Enforcement Officer,

at (607) 772-0357, ext. 012.
i Aol Aol 4

Ve Want You!.

Art Teacher - SV High School
Elementary Teacher - Brookside
Art Teacher - Brookside & Donnelly
Library Clerk - RTS Middle School
Receptionist - SV High School
School Monitor - SV High School
Special Education Teacher Aides (2) - SV High School
Special Education Teacher Aide (1) - Brookside

Find these postings and more on our Employment Opportunities web page \

Kirkwood Senior Group

Blanche Birtch, President Jeannie Ditch, Vice-President
Linda Yonchuk, Secretary Linda Buffle, Treasurer
Jeannie Ditch & June Fedish, Trip Coordinator

Mary Bach, Sunshine Committee

Meetings: Noon, First Wednesday of month, at the Kirk-
wood Fire Station, Main Street, Kirkwood, unless otherwise
noted.

Overview: The Group is a way for Senior Citizens to
have social interactions within the community, as well as
be involved in the community and its’ events. The group
has scheduled programs for many meetings, bus trips, and
other activities. Any Senior Citizen is welcomed to become
a member (including Senior Citizens from surrounding
towns.) Dues are $15.00 per year and paid to participate in
trips and special events.

Activities:

Meetings: Monthly-Everyone is asked to bring a cov-
ered dish or dessert: coffee, tea, and water is provided. The
meeting takes place after lunch.

October, November, and December meetings are catered
with a fee charged ($10.00 - $15.00, depending on the meal.)

Upcoming Events:

TOB Winter Parking Ordinance

“No person shall park
a vehicle on either side of
any town or county highway
within the Town of Bingham-
ton between the hours of 11
p.m. and 7 a.m. on each day
from December 1 to the fol-
lowing April 1, inclusive.

No owner or operator
of a motor vehicle shall park
the same unattended on any town street or highway within
the Town of Binghamton following any snowfall of two
inches or more until said street or highway shall have been
plowed by or at the direction of the Highway Department
of the Town of Binghamton. Any two-inch snowfall shall,
for the purposes of this section, constitute a snow emer-
gency. Failure by the operator of a motor vehicle to obey
any of the signs erected pursuant to these provisions shall
be construed as a violation and punishable upon convic-
tion by a fine.”

First offense: $25 Second offense: $50
(Citation issued to registrant of the vehicle in violation.)
Please abide by this ordinance. It is very difficult for the
large snowplows to navigate down narrow streets when
cars are parked along the roadways.

We Rock the Southern Tier

11 Locations to Serve You

NY: Windsor e Lounsberry e
Conklin

PA: Birchardville ®* Lenox
Montrose ®* New Milford e O'Dell ®* Wysox

Rock Products — Sand & Gravel
New York State DOT & PennDOT Approved Materials

SPECIAL NOTICE TO
PARK TERRACE
RESIDENTS: THERE IS
NO PARKING ANYTIME
ON STREETS LOCATED
IN BOTH UPPER AND
LOWER PARK TERRACE
AREAS. TICKETS WILL
BE ISSUED TO VIOLA-
TORS

Owego ¢ Oxford
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RABIES CLINIC @ BC
HUMANE SOCIETY:
3/18/25 — 5:30 p.m. to 7 p.m.

The Broome County Humane
Society continues to host free,
monthly vaccine clinics for dogs
and cats in our community in need
of updated Rabies and Distemper
shots. Here is a list of upcoming
dates
(dates are subject to change):

Tuesday, March 18, 2025
Tuesday, April 15,2025
Tuesday, May 13, 2025
Tuesday, June 10, 2025
Tuesday, July 8, 2025
Tuesday, August 5, 2025
Tuesday, August 26, 2025
Tuesday, September 23, 2025
Tuesday, October 21, 2025

Tuesday, November 18, 2025
These clinics are held at the Broome County Humane
Society located at 167 Conklin Ave in Binghamton from
5:30 p.m. to 7 p.m. A $10 donation is requested, but not
required for each vaccination given.
Pets need to be at least three months old and restrained.
Bring previous rabies vaccination certificate
(if applicable)

First come, first served.
A $5 donation per pet is suggested but not required.

For additional information, visit the Broome County
Humane Society website.

Broome County Dog

Shelter: Volunteers needed!

Due to staff shortages at the moment
we are looking for new volunteers for dog
walking, cleaning and laundry! If you have
applied we are working on setting up an
orientation
very  soon!
If you’re in-
terested  in
applying you
can come in
and fill out
some paperwork or get the application from
our website!

2 NY-#1a, #1, #2, #3, Crusher Run, Screenings, Landscape Red Rock/|
PA- AASHTO #8, #57, #1, #3, #2A Modified. RIP RAP / LANDSCAPE BOULDERS:
INY- Fine, Light, Med., Heavy Stone Fill, Stackable Laid Rock. PA- R-3, R4, R-5, R-6, R-7, R-8.
SCREENED: Topsoil, Sand, Mound Sand, Washed Crushed Gravel

40 Truck Fleet Available For Delivery ¢
Lowboy & Dump Truck Rentals Available

607-687-1114 Fax: 687-1856

waw lopkestone.com VISA D

Corporate Office: 3430 State Route 434, Apalachm, NY 13732

Hopler & Eschbach Funeral Home

483 Chenango Street, Binghamton « 607-722-4023
www.HEFUNERALHOME.com

PERSONAL SERVICE * PROFESSIONALISM « EXPERIENCE YOU CAN TRUST

Affordable Cremations and Funeral Services

Compare Our Prices and Save
Kurt M. Eschbach, Funeral Director
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Hadestown Photos!

Photos + Article By Susquehanna
Valley School District

Saber Stage Productions wants to thank ev-
eryone who came out to see “Hadestown”
teen edition! Our hearts are full of gratitude
for your support. And many thanks to Nik-
ki Indelicato for her gorgeous photos from
one of the performances!
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New High School Library!

Photos By SV School District

The new high school library is a welcoming, bright space perfect for students to study, un-
wind, work on projects and dive into their reading. It’s also great for class research!
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Governor Hochul Announces Southern Tier Winners of Downtown Revitalization Initiative

City of Binghamton Receives $10 Million
From Downtown Revitalization Initiative; Villages of
Bath and Dryden Receive $4.5 Million Each From NY
Forward

Localities Must Be Certified Under Governor
Hochul’s Pro-Housing Communities Program To Re-
ceive DRI or NY Forward Funding

Governor Kathy Hochul today announced that Bingham-
ton will receive $10 million in funding as the Southern
Tier winner of the eighth round of the Downtown Revi-
talization Initiative, and the Villages of Bath and Dryden
will each receive $4.5 million as the Southern Tier win-
ners of the third round of NY Forward. For Round 8 of the
Downtown Revitalization Initiative and Round 3 of the
NY Forward Program, each of the State’s 10 economic
development regions are being awarded $10 million from
each program to make for a total state commitment of
$200 million in funding and investments, to help commu-
nities boost their economies by transforming downtowns
into vibrant neighborhoods.

“By investing in the future of these Southern Tier com-
munities, this funding will revitalize their downtown ar-
eas by building vibrant and thriving destinations where
businesses, families and visitors can flourish,” Governor
Hochul said. “With our Pro-Housing Communities initia-
tive, we’re giving local leaders the tools to transform their
cities, towns and villages into hubs of opportunity, culture
and affordable living. This is how we build stronger, more
connected communities that work for everyone across
New York.”

To receive funding from either the DRI or NY Forward
program, localities must be certified under Governor Ho-
chul’s Pro-Housing Communities Program — an innova-
tive policy created to recognize and reward municipalities
actively working to unlock their housing potential. Gov-
ernor Hochul’s Pro-Housing Communities initiative allo-
cates up to $650 million each year in discretionary funds
for communities that pledge to increase their housing
supply; to date, 273 communities across New York have
been certified as Pro-Housing Communities. This year,
Governor Hochul is proposing an additional $100 million
in funding to cover infrastructure projects necessary to
create new housing in Pro-Housing Communities, and a
further $10 million to technical assistance to help com-
munities seeking to foster housing growth and associated
municipal development.

Many of the projects funded through the DRI and NY
Forward support Governor Hochul’s affordability agen-
da. The DRI has invested in the creation of more than
4,400 units of housing — 1,823 of which are affordable
or workforce. The programs committed over $8.5 million
to 11 projects that provide affordable or free child care
and child care worker training. DRI and NY Forward have
also invested in the creation of public parks, public art
(such as murals and sculptures) and art, music and cultural
venues that provide free outdoor recreation and entertain-
ment opportunities.

$10 Million Downtown Revitalization Initiative Award

for Binghamton
The City of Binghamton’s Clinton Street Neighborhood

Business District is primed for revitalization. Its historic
storefronts, walkable footprint, development ready spaces
and proximity to Binghamton’s urban core make it ready-

and NY Forward Program
By Governor NY

built as the next great downtown in Upstate New York.
The Clinton Street corridor is recognized as the “back-
bone” of the City’s First Ward, providing a social center
with dense commercial activity proximate to nearby res-
idential areas. The area has a storied history of immigra-
tion, a legacy still felt today in the diverse churches and
neighborhoods of the First Ward. The area also boasts a
history of a “walk to work™ culture fostered by General
Aniline and Film (GAF)/Anitec Industries, a former area
employer who attracted economic and social activity in
the neighborhood. Binghamton seeks to make Clinton
Street a reinvigorated corridor better connected to the city
and serving the First Ward neighborhood through sup-
port for infill development, expanded affordable housing,
adaptive reuse and rehabilitation and enhanced public in-
frastructure. Combined, these improvements will offer a
welcoming, eclectic atmosphere fostering innovation, en-
trepreneurship and retail activity while retaining cultural
and historical heritage.

$4.5 Million NY Forward Award for Bath

Situated along the scenic Cohocton River, the Village
of Bath is a historic planned community that serves as a
“Gateway” to Keuka Lake — renowned for its scenery,
wineries and vineyards. The Village of Bath has experi-
enced significant changes over the past decade and has
recognized the need to strengthen its core and return to
its role as the downtown neighborhood that people ex-
perience and enjoy. The Village’s Liberty Street Histor-
ic District revitalization is the next step in this journey.
The Village seeks to bolster growth by creating an active
downtown with enhanced public spaces, strategic place-
ment of amenities and new housing opportunities that will
attract visitors and foster an atmosphere that will retain
and attract residents and businesses.

$4.5 Million NY Forward Award for Dryden

Dryden is an ideal place for young families to grow and
for older generations to age. Home to just over 2,000 res-
idents, Dryden has developed over time as a small bed-
room community to the nearby cities and universities and
as an extremely high traveled and visited community.
With median home values and rents that are affordable
to all, Dryden’s parks, tree-lined sidewalks and friendly
neighborhoods make it a desirable small community to
live in, promoting a high quality of life. Dryden seeks to
reinvest in its historic downtown by continuing to support
an attractive and inviting Main Street with a robust mix
of shopping, dining and residential spaces to foster a high
quality of life for its residents. The Village will foster a
welcoming and walkable downtown community where
residents can live a sustainable lifestyle in friendly neigh-
borhoods with convenient access to goods and services.

New York Secretary of State Walter T. Mosley said, “The
Downtown Revitalization Initiative and NY Forward pro-
gram are playing a pivotal part in the resurgence of the
Southern Tier region. The three communities selected as
winners for this round — Binghamton, Bath and Dryden
— are all focused on creating walkable downtowns with
increased housing and economic opportunities that will
improve the quality of life for existing residents and at-
tract even more people to their communities. We look for-
ward to seeing the exciting projects these communities se-
lect to make their visions for the future become a reality.”

Empire State Development President, CEO and Com-

missioner Hope Knight said, “These dynamic, commu-
nity-led Downtown Revitalization Initiative and NY For-
ward investments will further fuel the economic engines
needed to support local businesses, create new housing
and foster growth in the City of Binghamton and the vil-
lages of Bath and Dryden. The transformational, inclusive
plans will infuse new life into these communities, creating
innovative spaces and places that will benefit both current
and future generations of residents and visitors, showcas-
ing all that the Southern Tier region has to offer.”

New York State Homes and Community Renewal Com-
missioner RuthAnne Visnauskas said, “Today’s $19
million investment in Bath, Dryden and Binghamton’s
Clinton Street Neighborhood, continue the Downtown
Revitalization Initiative and NY Forward’s history of hav-
ing a transformative impact on communities across New
York. These three communities will soon experience ben-
efits including increased housing supply and improved in-
frastructure that will enhance vibrancy and promote walk-
ability. Thank you to Governor Hochul for her continued
commitment to these targeted investments that create new
economic opportunities in the Southern Tier.”

State Senator Lea Webb said, “It is exciting to see con-
tinued investments in our downtowns, which are integral
in community development. The City of Binghamton and
Village of Dryden will receive funding through the Down-
town Revitalization Initiative and the New York Forward
programs. These state initiatives provide critical funding
to support the revitalization and growth of downtowns
small and large across New York. I am excited to see the
full potential of the Clinton Street Corridor unlocked with
this funding so that it can continue its growth as a vibrant
neighborhood, attracting more businesses, residents and
visitors to Binghamton’s First Ward. I am also thrilled
to see the Village of Dryden receive this transformative
funding, which will help reenergize the downtown, sup-
port long-term growth and economic prosperity.”

State Senator Thomas O’Mara said, “This is great news
for the Village of Bath that will allow local leaders to
move forward on development projects that will strength-
en our entire region. State investments through the NY
Forward program and other initiatives have had an enor-
mously positive impact on communities I represent across
the Southern Tier and Finger Lakes regions. These critical
state investments have helped our local leaders bolster lo-
cal communities and economies, spark economic growth
and opportunity within the tourism sector and other small
businesses and industries, ease the burden on local prop-
erty taxpayers and strengthen the overall quality of life for
community residents and families.”

Assemblymember Anna Kelles said, “I was thrilled to
learn of this award and excited for all the creative and
thoughtful initiatives the Village of Dryden will invest in
with this NY Forward Grant award. These much-needed
funds will play a key role in revitalizing the village’s orig-
inal business section on West Main Street, an area rich
with history. By restoring and enhancing this district, the
grant will not only preserve the village’s heritage, but also
foster economic growth by attracting new businesses and
visitors to support a vibrant walkable downtown. Addi-
tionally, these improvements will foster a strong pedestri-
an-friendly hub, encouraging community engagement and
making Dryden an even more welcoming place to live,

Continued on Page 7
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Governor Hochul Announces Southern Tier Winners of Downtown Revitalization Initiative
and NY Forward Program (Continued from Page 6)

explore. I want to thank Governor Hochul and the Re-
gional Economic Development Council for committing to
our growth and helping build our communities.”

Assemblymember Donna Lupardo said, “I am thrilled
that the City of Binghamton’s proposal to revitalize Clin-
ton Street won this year’s Downtown Revitalization Ini-
tiative. They have exciting plans to develop this histori-
cally important section of the city into a thriving hub once
again. The DRI and NY-Forward initiatives deliver re-
sources that are reimagining important community spaces
across the State. Over the years, we have seen real results
from these efforts here in the Southern Tier. I'd like to
thank the Governor, the Southern Tier Regional Econom-
ic Development Council and all of the awardees for their
effort to transform our downtowns.”

Assemblymember Philip A. Palmesano said, “This is
terrific news for the Village of Bath and the surrounding
community. The Village has worked tirelessly, finding
ways to move forward with the strategic goals outlined
in their Economic Development Strategic Action Plan,
Housing Demand Study and Liberty Street Building Eval-
uation and Design Guidelines. Funding from the NY For-
ward program will give them the ability to implement that
vision to benefit the whole community by promoting eco-
nomic growth and strengthening the Village’s position as
a hub for increased tourism and local investment. Thank
you to the Regional Economic Development Council and
Governor Hochul for recognizing the hard work and com-
mitment of our local leaders.”

Binghamton Mayor Jared Kraham said, “From my first
days in office, we’ve been fighting for the First Ward.
I made a commitment early on to invest in the Clinton
Street neighborhood and work alongside community part-
ners to unlock its potential as the Southern Tier’s next
great downtown. Today’s announcement of $10 million in
State funding kicks that work into overdrive and brings
us one major step closer to making our vision a reality.
Clinton Street’s time is now. With this historic invest-
ment from New York State and the hard work of our First
Ward partners, the team at City Hall has never been better
equipped to deliver on the promise of a better future for
the First Ward and our community as a whole. I am grate-
ful to Governor Kathy Hochul and the Regional Economic
Development Council for recognizing our vision and sup-
porting our efforts to make it a reality.”

Village of Dryden Mayor Michael Murphy said, “We are
incredibly excited and grateful that the Village of Dryden
has been awarded $4.5 million from the NY Forward
Grant Program! This achievement represents the culmi-
nation of a collaborative effort between the Village Board,
our dedicated staff, the Dryden Business Association and
passionate community members. With the combined sup-
port of state and private funding, the Village of Dryden
is poised to transform into a thriving destination for new
businesses and families. We extend our heartfelt thanks to
Governor Hochul for this incredible program and for rec-
ognizing the potential of the Village of Dryden. Togeth-
er, we are building a brighter future for our residents and
businesses!”

Village of Bath Mayor Michael Sweet said, “We are in-
credibly grateful to Governor Kathy Hochul for awarding
this NY Forward grant and to the members of the Region-
al Economic Development Council for their support in
making this possible. A special thank you to Omar Sand-

By Governor NY

Village of Bath Mayor Michael Sweet said, “We are in-
credibly grateful to Governor Kathy Hochul for awarding
this NY Forward grant and to the members of the Regional
Economic Development Council for their support in mak-
ing this possible. A special thank you to Omar Sanders,
Regional Director; Judy McKinney-Cherry, Executive Di-
rector of SCOPED; Jamie Johnson, Executive Director of
the Steuben County IDA; and Matthew Bull, Director of
Community and Infrastructure Development at the Steu-
ben County IDA, for their unwavering commitment to our
community’s growth. Your leadership and dedication are
truly making a lasting impact, and we deeply appreciate
all that you do.”

Southern Tier Regional Economic Development Council
Co-Chairs Judy McKinney-Cherry and Dr Mary Bonder-
off said, “The STREDC is incredibly proud to continue
our support for the City of Binghamton and the villages
of Dryden and Bath, and their promising futures thanks
to the Governor’s Downtown Revitalization and NY

State so that all communities can benefit from the State’s
revitalization efforts, regardless of size, character, needs
and challenges.

NY Forward communities are supported by a profession-
al planning consultant and team of State agency experts
led by DOS to develop a Strategic Investment Plan that in-
cludes a slate of transformative, complementary and read-
ily implementable projects. NY Forward projects are ap-
propriately scaled to the size of each community; projects
may include building renovation and redevelopment, new
construction or creation of new or improved public spaces
and other projects that enhance specific cultural and his-
torical qualities that define and distinguish the small-town
charm that defines these municipalities. Through three
rounds, the NY Forward program will have awarded a to-
tal of $300 million to 60 communities across every region
of the State.

Forward Initiatives. These targeted, community-driven ...z

projects will benefit both residents and visitors alike, pro-
moting economic growth and creating more vibrant down-
towns where people will want to live, work and play for
generations to come.”

Binghamton, Bath and Dryden will now begin the pro-
cess of developing a Strategic Investment Plan to revital-
ize their downtowns. A Local Planning Committee made
up of municipal representatives, community leaders and
other stakeholders, will lead the effort, supported by a
team of private sector experts and state planners. The Stra-
tegic Investment Plan will guide the investment of DRI
and NY Forward grant funds in revitalization projects that
are poised for implementation, will advance the commu-
nity’s vision for their downtown and can leverage and ex-
pand upon the State’s investment.

The Southern Tier Regional Economic Development
Council conducted a thorough and competitive re-
view process of proposals submitted from communities
throughout the region and considered all criteria before
recommending these communities as nominees.

About the Downtown Revitalization Initiative

The Downtown Revitalization Initiative was created in
2016 to accelerate and expand the revitalization of down-
towns and neighborhoods in all 10 regions of the State to
serve as centers of activity and catalysts for investment.
Led by the Department of State with assistance from Em-
pire State Development, Homes and Community Renewal
and NYSERDA, the DRI represents an unprecedented and
innovative “plan-then-act” strategy that couples strategic
planning with immediate implementation and results in
compact, walkable downtowns that are a key ingredient
to helping New York State rebuild its economy from the
effects of the COVID-19 pandemic, as well as to achiev-
ing the State’s bold climate goals by promoting the use
of public transit and reducing dependence on private ve-
hicles. Through eight rounds, the DRI will have awarded
a total of $900 million to 89 communities across every
region of the State.

About the NY Forward Program

First announced as part of the 2022 Budget, Governor
Hochul created the NY Forward program to build on the
momentum created by the DRI. The program works in
concert with the DRI to accelerate and expand the revi-
talization of smaller and rural downtowns throughout the

If it's too
cold outside
for you, it's
too cold
for them.
Please
bring
them
inside.

SV Seniors Earn Eagle Scout
Rank

By SV School District

We want to share a belated “congratulations” to
SV High School seniors Andrew Waite and Elijah Valen-
tine, who earned the rank of Eagle Scout in November and
December 2024, respectively! Their Eagle Scout Courts
of Honor were on Jan. 25 and Feb. 1.

Elijah and Andrew both joined Boy Scouts*
Troop 83 in April 2018. They accrued numerous achieve-
ments and awards during their scouting journey. Andrew
has earned Bronze and Gold Eagle Palms, a National
Outdoor Achievement Award for Camping, and 34 mer-
it badges. Elijah’s awards include the Otahnagon Lodge
Don O’Brien Arrowman of the Year, as well as Bronze,
Gold, & Silver Eagle Palms. He has earned a total of 37
merit badges.

Their Eagle Scout projects, completed during the
summer, both beautified Kirkwood River Park. Andrew
constructed three handicapped picnic tables and installed
a BBQ grill. Elijah also built three handicapped picnic ta-
bles and then installed a bluestone patio.

In addition to their projects, Andrew and Elijah
earned 21 merit badges in the areas of leadership, service,
and outdoor skills. Eagle Scout is the highest rank attain-
able in the Scouts BSA program of Scouting America.
Since its inception in 1911, only four percent of Scouts
have earned this rank after a lengthy review process!
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online to go or relax with family & friends in our welcoming setting.

Restaurant Hours
Mon - Thur: 11:30am-8:00pm
Fri & Sat: 11:30am-9:00pm
Sun: 12:00pm-8:00pm

. . || Local family owned and operated
Visit Tedeschis
Located in Hallstead PA just off I-81

Mountain View
Plaza
25066 State
Route 11
Hallstead, PA
18822
Call Us -
(570) 879-5056

ONLINE

tedeschisrestaurant.com
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