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Send in a photo  
of your pet with 
a short bio to: 
kirsten@tier-
snews.com to 

have your pet in 
the paper!

PET OF 
THE WEEK:

Vestal Middle School’s Music Department is pleased 
to welcome the Empire Saxophone Quartet from Ithaca 
College to the African Road Auditorium, 600 South Ben-
ita Boulevard, Vestal, on Monday, March 11, 2024. The 
unique chamber music ensemble will begin performing 
at 9:20 a.m. for Vestal Middle School music students in 
Sixth-Grade Band, Grades 7/8 Band, and Beginning Band.

The concert, featuring saxophone music written or ar-
ranged by female composers, will celebrate “Women’s 
History Month,” as well as kick off “Music in our Schools 
Month.”

This performance is funded by a grant received by the 
Empire Saxophone Quartet from the Music Performance 
Trust Fund through the American Federation of Musi-
cians.

Empire Saxophone 
Quartet To Perform 
Concert For Vestal 

Middle School Band 
Students 

in honor of “Music in our Schools 
Month” and “Women’s History Month”

White Rose Day Spa Renovations Nearly 
Complete After Car Crash

Article On Page 6, More Photos On Page 8, All Courtesy Of Kaitlyn Hession

This handsome, 
senior gentleman 

is Buddy! Bud-
dy is such a love 
bug and seems to 
enjoy everyone 

he meets! Buddy 
loves going out for 
walks and sniffing 
everything he can. 
He LOVES snacks 

and is happy to 
hang out at home 

and snuggle on the 
couch with whoev-

er he can!

Buddy

IS ALMOST HERE!
v “Golden Bear 

Swimming & 
Diving Awards 
Ceremony” On 

Page 2!

“Vestal Scholars” 
On Page 4!

“Unveiling the 
Forgotten ” On 

Page 6!
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The Vestal Town Crier goes to press on 
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SUBSCRIPTION RATES

Subscription rates to The Vestal Town Crier are $35 a year in 
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mailed every Thursday from Conklin.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
All letters to the editor are welcomed. All letters must be signed 

and include the phone number of the writer, to be used for 
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the right to refuse to publish letters which contain postentially 
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as is all political advertising. No letters to the editor regarding 
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We are delighted to have your news! Your photos are welcome! Contact us:
Call us today: 607 755 0472  E-mail: news@tiersnews.com 

Vestal Fire this week responded to 
Friday, March 8th

VHE Treasure Hunt
Vestal Hills Elementary; 6PM - 7:30PM

Saturday, March 9th
VHS Talent Fest

VHS Auditorium; 7PM

Sunday, March 10th
Daylight Savings Begins

Tuesday, March 12th
>School Board Meeting; 6PM

Admin Board of Education Conference Room
>VPL Mad For Art; 6PM

Wednesday March 13th
>Vestal Town Board Meeting

6PM
>Glenwood Elementary Talent Show

African Road Auditorium; 7PM

Friday, March 15th
NO SCHOOL!

Tuesday, March 19th
Dollars For Scholars Meeting

7AM; Zoom; Visit: vestal.stier.org for more 
info

Phone Chansavath, 42, Johnson City, arrested for 
Grand Larceny 4th Degree for stealing money from the 
victim.

Kenneth Slicklen, 46, Endicott, arrested for Petit Lar-
ceny for shoplifting from Lowe’s

William Wrighter, 43, Vestal, arrested for Petit Larce-
ny for shoplifting from Wal-Mart.

Sabrina Wang, 20, Binghamton, arrested for Petit Lar-
ceny for shoplifting from Wal-Mart.

Haylery Rodriguez, 31, Binghamton, arrested for Petit 
Larceny for shoplifting from Wal-Mart.

Deanna Ellis, 30, Binghamton, arrested for Petit Lar-
ceny for shoplifting from Wal-Mart.

Kelli Humphrey, 37, Endicott, arrested for Petit Larce-
ny for shoplifting from Wal-Mart.

Chamai Forbes-Alexander, 28, Endicott, arrested for 
Petit Larceny for shoplifting from Wal-Mart.

Anna Long, 63, Endicott, arrested for Petit Larceny for 
stealing property and money from the victim’s vehicle.

Barbara Damari, 54, Binghamton, arrested for Petit 
Larceny for shoplifting from Wal-Mart.

Dawn Cohen, 60, Binghamton, arrested for Petit Lar-
ceny for shoplifting from Wal-Mart.

Joel Lane, 41, Johnson City, arrested for Strangulation 
2 nd Degree for choking the victim during a domestic 
incident.

Edward Blatchford, 36, Endicott, arrested for Petit 
Larceny for shoplifting from TJ Maxx.

Aaliyah Boyce, 20, Endicott, arrested for Identity Theft 
2nd Degree for making unauthorized online credit card 
transactions with the victim’s credit card.

Maria Adams, 29, Binghamton, arrested for Unautho-
rized Use of a Motor Vehicle for not returning an Enter-
prise rental vehicle by the contract date.

John Benevit, 34, Vestal, arrested for Grand Larceny 
4th Degree for stealing the victim’s credit card.
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By Hal Ehrhardt

Foodbank Of the 
Southern Tier

APALACHIN LIONS WALK-UP 
MOBILE FOOD PANTRY

Wednesday – March 27th; 10-11 AM

St. Margaret Mary’s Church
1110 Pennsylvania Ave. Apalachin, NY  13732

Pre-registration required

 REGISTRATION

 Tuesday before – March 26th
At 8:30 AM until full (current limit of 125 regis-

trations)
If you register please attend

Phone: 2-1-1 or
Online: www.foodbankst.org/cfd

Walk-up Pantry
Bring a cart or bags to carry food!

Vestal Boys Swimming & Diving coaches Joe Shore 
and Sara Rostedt recently recognized the team at their 
season ending celebration.  Many of the rookie awards 
were fiercely contested due to the fact that half of the 
24 athletes were in their first year of competition, while 
another eight are only in their second year.  Twenty 
members of the team earned Academic All-Star honors, 
while Coach Shore recognized 13 as either Attendance 
All-Stars or Attendance All-Stars with Honors.

7th grader David Cozma earned Most Valuable Rook-
ie as he earned Section 4 Freshman (or younger) Top 10 
in four events.  Freshman Michael Xue earned the Most 
Improved Rookie award based on his improvements in-
cluding a Freshman Top 10 ranking in the 100 Breast.  
The Rookie Coach’s award went to freshman Ananta 
Banerjee.  Another first-year swimmer, Cameron Smith, 
was recognized with the STAC Sportsmanship award.  
Among the runner-ups who were recognized for these 
awards were:  Jayden Kim, Solomon Chen, Chris Issa, 
Lucas Matt and Ananta Banerjee.

Junior tri-captain Logan Kim was named Most Valu-
able Swimmer as he earned a sectional bronze medal 
in the 100 Back and was named STAC Metro All-Star 
for the 2nd consecutive year.  Another junior, Ben Elie, 
was named Most Valuable Diver and Swimmer Extraor-
dinaire as he also earned a sectional bronze medal and 
STAC Metro All Star in only his 2nd year of competing.  
His top diving scores earned him the #7 All Time (in 58 
years of Vestal Swimming & Diving history) for 6 dives 
and #4 All Time for 11 dives, as he narrowly missed qual-
ifying for the state meet and finished the season in the 
Top-40 of New York State in both events.  Freshmen and 
2nd year varsity swimmers Ben Hutchings and Sayum 
Singhal were runner-ups for the MVP.

Sophomore Luke Sobel earned Most Improved Swim-
mer as his 100 Fly time this year was better than his best 
100 Free last season.  Freshman Finn Hynes and soph-
omore Gavin Hantsch were runner-ups for this award.  
Captains’ certificates were awarded to Logan Kim along 
with seniors Adi Banerjee and Ocean Sun.  Senior Ian 
Chung was recognized for his improvement in only his 
2nd year on the team.  Other key contributors who were 
recognized at the celebration were:  junior Harrison 
Cappellett as the top distance freestyler, freshmen Arsen 
Markevych and Derek Dai, junior Jonathan Zheng, 7th 
grader Stephane Zhou, and sophomore Daniel Li.

Hutchings earned Section 4 Top 10 Freshman recog-
nition in four events including #2 in the 50 and 100 Free.  
Singhal also earned Freshman Top 10 in four events 
including #4 in the 200 IM.   Hynes earned a Top-10 
Freshman ranking in the 500 Free.  Both Logan Kim and 
Elie were Top-10 juniors in their best events.  Adi Ba-
nerjee was the sole Golden Bear to earn a Top 10 Senior 
ranking which he accomplished in the 100 Breast.  Three 
Golden Bears (L. Kim, Elie and Adi Banerjee) were able 
to earn Section 4 and STAC Top-25 rankings along with 

Golden Bear Swimming & Diving Awards Ceremony

the three relays.  Others who earned Class A Top-25 
rankings were: Cappellett, Singhal, Matt, Cozma, Hutch-
ings, Sobel, Hynes, and Xue.

Looking towards next year the return of a pair of 
STAC All-Stars along with many sectional champion-
ship and consolation finalists among 21 underclassmen 
on the team is encouraging.  Ten achieved a ranking in 
at least one event.  There is work to be done as Vestal did 
not have a single Section 4 Top-25 ranking in four of the 
individual events. 

Vestal will again look to improve on this year’s team 
finishes, including a 4-4 dual meet record, #3 finish in 
the STAC Metro division (2-2) and #4 finish (up from #5 
last year) in the Section 4 Class A field of seven teams.  
Highlights of the season included the dual meet victory 
over Ithaca, along with beating the Little Red at section-
als.

Vestal Final Rankings in Section 4 
(S=STAC Top-25; A=Class A Top-25)
Medley Relay: 1st Chenango Valley (1:37.38); 10th L. 

Kim, Adi Banerjee, Hutchings, Elie (1:49.18 S-8, A-4); 
200 Free: 1st Schultz (CV 1:41.93); L. Kim (2:04.12 

A-15); Cappellett (2:05.18 A-17); Singhal (2:08.36 A-22, 
#5 Fr); Matt (2:08.96 A-24); Hutchings (2:12.64 #6 Fr)); 
Cozma (2:13.69 #8 Fr);            

200 IM: 1st Schultz (CV 1:51.64 Sec 4 Record); Singhal 
(2:23.24 A-14, #4 Fr); Cozma (2:30.05 A-23 #7 Fr); Matt 
(2:36.91 A-25); 

50 Free: 1st Sadykov (CV 21.22); 16th Elie (23.37 S-14, 
A-6, #7 Jr); Hutchings (24.39 A-18, #2 Fr); L. Kim (24.52 
A-20); Adi Banerjee (24.73 A-23);

Diving (6): 1st Jardin-Reed (COR 348.50); 4th Elie 
(247.25 S-4, A-3, #2 Jr); 

Diving (11): 1st Jardin-Reed (COR 589.20); 4th Elie 
(432.75 S-4, A-3, #2 Jr); 

100 Fly: 1st Sadykov (CV 51.04); 19th L. Kim (59.19 
S-17, A-9); Singhal (1:04.52 A-18, #6 Fr); Hutchings 
(1:05.12 A-19, #7 Fr); Sobel (1:11.02 A-25);   

100 Free: 1st Schultz (HH 46.67); Hutchings (53.89 

A-17, #2 Fr); Adi Banerjee (54.56 A-19); L. Kim (55.13 
A-21, #8 Jr); Singhal (59.49 #8 Fr);  

500 Free: 1st Schultz (CV 4:45.43); Cappellett (5:47.95 
A-13); Matt (5:57.41 A-19); Hynes (5:57.74 A-20, #8 Fr); 
Cozma (6:06.19 #9 Fr);        

200 Free Relay: 1st Chenango Valley (1:29.46); 15th 
Elie, L. Kim, Sun, Hutchings (1:42.94 S-13, A-6);  

100 Back:  1st Sadykov (CV 51.75); 10th L. Kim (59.17 
S-8, A-5, #3 Jr); Adi Banerjee (1:05.46 A-17); Singhal 
(1:07.39 A-20, #6 Fr); Cappellett (1:09.75 A-24);

100 Breast: 1st Schultz (CV 56.88 Sec 4 Record); 18th 
Adi Banerjee (1:08.95 S-15, A-8, #9 Sr); Cozma (1:13.42 
A-16, #7 Fr); Xue (1:17.30 A-25, #8 Fr);     

400 Free Relay:  1st Chenango Valley (3:15.03); 10th 
Hutchings, L. Kim, Cappellett; Adi Banerjee (3:41.90 
S-8, A-4);  

 
At the state meet last weekend Section 4 was repre-

sented by nine swimmers from 6 schools and three div-
ers from 3 schools in the individual events, while relay 
teams from 4 schools (Chenango Valley, Horseheads, 
Maine Endwell and Union Endicott) also qualified.  Ten 
of the 22 Section 4 teams were able to qualify and rep-
resent Section 4 in at least one event.  Teams who had a 
qualifier also included:  Corning, Elmira, Ithaca, John-
son City, Lansing and Oneonta. 

Top Section 4 finishes belonged to a pair of Chenango 
Valley seniors.  Tyler Schultz set a new Section 4 record 
finishing 4th in the 200 IM (previously set by Ryan Nich-
olson of Ithaca in 2013) and placed 5th in the 100 Breast 
where he holds the Section 4 record.  Amir Sadykov fin-
ished 7th in the 100 Back along with 11th in the 50 Free.   
Senior Shoonfon Li of Horseheads also scored, placing 
11th in the IM and 14th in the Back.  Koen Anderson 
of Ithaca placed 16th in the 500 Free and Lansing’s 
Connor Lajza finished 17th in the Fly.  Maine Endwell 
placed 17th in the 200 Free relay where the winners from 
Frewsburg broke the NYSPHSSA record set by Corning 
in 2021.  The Chenango Valley quartet finished 12th in 
the Medley relay and 15th in the 400 Free relay.

Third Annual Bugs 
Veteran’s Gala

Well today we began our planning and have a date 
approved for our 3rd annual Bugs Memorial event. This 
event is in memory of our Brother and friend who trag-
ically left us too early from a motorcycle accident. In 
his memory we have worked to establish an event to 
support our local veteran needs.

Well last year we raised $5500.00 dollars to support 
clear path for veterans in Vestal NY and the event out-
grew the space we had rented. The 2024 event we are 
planning to be our largest event yet! This time we have 
partnered with Clear Path for Veterans in Vestal NY to 
have the event at a larger venue, live music, cocktail 
hour and of course raffles!

We are changing the name slightly to the Bugs Veter-
ans Gala and get it on your calendar for March 9, 2024! 
This will be a served dinner with a lot of fun times and 
all the proceeds raised will go to support the mission and 
programs that Clear Path continues to offer local veter-
ans. The event will be a formal event with the opportu-
nity for us to dress up, and dance until the music stops!

Event tickets are forthcoming and will be excited to 
see everyone there this year!

Flyer On Page 4!
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Vestal Public Library Event!

Mad for Art is on Tuesday, March 12 at 6PM. 
Wood slices make the perfect natural canvas! Take 
inspiration from Southwest art, your favorite fruits, 
or bring your own idea. Paints, brushes, wood slices, 
and pencils will be provided for you to create however 
you like! (Someone will be there to help you get start-
ed if you need them)

Sign up online asap!
vestalpubliclibrary.org/events-programs

Friday, March 22nd @7PM
Doors open at 6:30; @VHS

Entry - Donation of any amount
Basket Raffles, team performances, 

Parent Jump off and MORE!!!!

Vestal Vestal 
ScholarsScholars

Vestal Alumni Named to Fall 
2023 Dean’s List

• Logan Messina of Apalachin (13732), who is in 
the industrial design program.

• Catherine Hampp of Apalachin (13732), who 
is in the mechanical engineering program.

• Maija Vizvary of Vestal (13850), who is in the 
ASL-English interpretation program.

• Isaac Green of Vestal (13850), who is in the ex-
ercise science program.

• Alyessa Bolander of Vestal (13850), who is in 
the film and animation program.

• Nolan Magpantay of Vestal (13850), who is in 
the mechanical engineering program.

• Nathan Scheel of Vestal (13850), who is in the 
mechanical engineering program.

Rochester Institute of Technology (RIT)

Le Moyne College
• Nicholas Conforti, a Freshman Management 

and Leadership major from Vestal, NY
• Anthony Khadjadorian, a Freshman Nursing 

major from Apalachin, NY
• Carter Ruhm, a Junior Finance major from 

Apalachin, NY

Vestal Public 
Library Events!

There are already 65 trees coming to VPL from Neigh-
borhood Forest to help green our community and in-
spire youth environmentalism! Sign your child up to 
receive a free tree this Earth Day by filling out this short 
form: https://www.neighborhoodforest.org/parent-reg-
istration/.... You can pick up your tree at our annual 
Seedy Saturday event on Saturday, April 27. Sign-ups 
are open now through March 15th, trees will arrive the 
week of Earth Day (April 22)! For Parent FAQs please 
see: https://www.neighborhoodforest.org/parent-faqs/

Fifth Grader Gives Kindergarteners Shoe-Tying Lesson!

Photo Courtesy of the Vestal School District!
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WSKG Public TV 
& Radio is back at 
VPL on Wednes-
day, March 13 at 
10:30am! Watch 

PBS Kids Sid the Science Kid and enjoy an engaging activity 
afterward. Open to all ages, registration is not required.
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Fun facts!
1. Octopuses have three hearts: One pumps blood 
through the body, while the other two pump it 
through the gills.
2. Bananas are berries: According to botanical 
classification, bananas qualify as berries, while 
strawberries do not.
3. The shortest war in history: The Anglo-Zanzibar 
War of 1896 lasted only 38 minutes.
4. Honey never spoils: Archaeologists have found 
pots of honey in ancient Egyptian tombs that are 
over 3,000 years old and still perfectly edible.
5. Cows have best friends: Cows form close friend-
ships and can become stressed when separated 
from their preferred companions.
6. A group of flamingos is called a flamboyance: 
These vibrant birds are often seen standing on one 
leg in large groups, creating a stunning display.
7. There are more possible iterations of a game of 
chess than there are atoms in the known universe!

Throughout history, women have made significant 
contributions to various fields, yet their achievements 
often remained in the shadows, overshadowed by the 
spotlight on their male counterparts. Despite their re-
markable accomplishments, the credit for their work 
frequently went to men, perpetuating a narrative of male 
dominance. This article aims to shed light on some of 
these remarkable women whose legacies have been over-
looked or minimized.

1. Rosalind Franklin (1920–1958):
   Rosalind Franklin was a British chemist whose 

work was pivotal in unraveling the structure of DNA. 
Her X-ray diffraction images of DNA provided crucial 
insights into its helical structure, which proved instru-
mental in James Watson and Francis Crick's discovery 
of the double helix. However, Franklin's contribution 
was often sidelined, and her data was shared with Wat-
son and Crick without her knowledge or consent. De-
spite her groundbreaking work, Franklin's role in this 
groundbreaking discovery was largely overlooked until 
much later.

2. Emmy Noether (1882–1935):
   Emmy Noether was a German mathematician whose 

groundbreaking contributions to abstract algebra and 
theoretical physics laid the foundation for modern alge-
bra and theoretical physics. Her work on Noether's the-
orem revolutionized the understanding of conservation 
laws in physics. Despite her profound impact on math-
ematics and physics, Noether faced significant discrim-
ination due to her gender, and her contributions were 
frequently attributed to her male colleagues.

3. Hedy Lamarr (1914–2000):
   Hedy Lamarr was not just a glamorous Hollywood 

actress but also an inventor whose pioneering work in 
frequency hopping laid the groundwork for modern 
wireless communication technologies like Bluetooth and 
Wi-Fi. Together with composer George Antheil, Lamarr 
developed a radio guidance system for torpedoes during 
World War II. However, her inventions were dismissed 
at the time, and it was only in later years that her contri-
butions to technology were recognized.

Unveiling the Forgotten 
Women in History Whose Accomplishments Were Overshadowed by Men

4. Ada Lovelace (1815–1852):
   Often regarded as the world's first computer pro-

grammer, Ada Lovelace made groundbreaking contri-
butions to Charles Babbage's early mechanical gener-
al-purpose computer, the Analytical Engine. Lovelace's 
notes on the engine included what is now considered the 
first algorithm intended to be processed by a machine. 
Despite her visionary insights into the potential of com-
puting, Lovelace's work was largely overshadowed by 
Babbage's, and it took decades for her contributions to 
be properly acknowledged.

5. Katherine Johnson (1918–2020):
   Katherine Johnson was an African American math-

ematician whose calculations were crucial to the success 
of NASA's early space missions, including the Apollo 
moon landing. Johnson's precise calculations of orbital 
mechanics played a pivotal role in ensuring the safety 
and success of astronauts like John Glenn. Despite her 
integral role in the space program, Johnson and her fel-
low African American female colleagues, known as "hu-
man computers," faced discrimination and were often 
overlooked in the annals of history.

These are just a few examples of the countless wom-
en throughout history whose accomplishments have 
been overshadowed by the pervasive narrative of male 
achievement. It is essential to recognize and celebrate 
the contributions of these remarkable women, not only 
to honor their legacies but also to inspire future gener-
ations of women to pursue their passions and dreams, 
unhindered by societal constraints. By acknowledging 
the overlooked contributions of women in history, we 
can strive towards a more inclusive and equitable society 
where everyone's achievements are celebrated and val-
ued, regardless of gender.

Renovations are near completion at the White Rose 
Day Spa located at 4535 Old Vestal Rd in Vestal. This 
comes after the business had to temporarily close its 
doors following a Miller Auto Team Shuttle Van crash-
ing through the building on January 31st.

It was noted that the driver of the van had a history 
of seizures and experienced one while operating the ve-
hicle.

This accident injured 4 people, one of them being an 
employee and another a client. About half the building 
was impacted by the crash with much of the equipment 
in the rooms affected having to be replaced.

Altogether 10 salon stations will have to be replaced 
(totaling around $9,000 a piece) along with sinks, Belve-
dere chairs, flooring, and more.

With this, many of the hair stylists who work at the 
spa are either temporarily working at other salons or 
are struggling to make ends meet as the White Rose Spa 
tries to reschedule appointments with clients.

“We’re totally out of commission for the time being.” 
said Karen Latta, the owner of White Rose Day Spa. 
“We’re very fortunate no one was severely injured or 
killed in the crash.”

The business has been trying to contact Miller Auto 
regarding the accident with no response currently.

Despite the hard time the locally owned spa has been 
going through within the past month, there is light at 
the end of the tunnel as renovations have been slowly 
making progress.

With this, extra safety measures will be placed on the 
property to ensure nothing like this ever happens again.

“We’re just trying to make everyone feel comfortable 
again.” mentioned Latta.

It is said the White Rose Spa will be reopening some-
time in March. The business would like to thank the Ves-
tal Fire Department and Vestal Police Department for 
their quick response and keeping everything under con-
trol on the day of the accident. They would also like the 
thank Generall Property Services Inc. for helping with 
renovations.

Photos on page 8

White Rose Day Spa 
Renovations Nearly 
Complete After Car 

Crash
Article By Kaitlyn Hession

The Vestal Central School District’s Project Golden 
Bear committee continues its role in providing parents 
and guardians timely information on digital safety for 
children. Another free presentation “Understanding 
Apps and Parental Controls: Safeguarding your child 
in the age of Digital Technology” is scheduled for 6:30 
p.m. on Wednesday, March 27, 2024. This event will take 
place in the African Road Auditorium, 600 South Benita 
Boulevard, Vestal.

The presentation will feature Internet Safety Keynote 
Speaker Katie Greer, who will offer parents and commu-
nity members insight on Internet safety protocols. In ad-
dition to learning about phone-security features that can 
help them protect their children, after the presentation 
they will be able to talk to local organizations and receive 
firsthand assistance in enabling these features.

This presentation is appropriate for parents and 
guardians with students in any grade. It’s never too ear-
ly to start practicing safe, intentional digital habits. No 
RSVPs are necessary to attend.

Vestal Central School District’s Project Golden 
Bear To Present Free Community Presentation 
“Understanding Apps And Parental Controls”

However, complimentary childcare will be offered, 
courtesy of Champions. We ask that parents and guard-
ians who plan to utilize the childcare please complete 
this form:

https://forms.gle/fvoLGCjLKFNNsUYz6
Project Golden Bear is dedicated to understanding 

and mitigating the effects of the digital era on children’s 
social-emotional growth, mental health, and academ-
ic success, and aims to identify strategies that foster 
student learning and engagement. From community 
screenings of documentaries about the impact of social 
media, mental health, and 
anxiety to other presenta-
tions from experts, Project 
Golden Bear is committed 
to helping you find the tools 
you need to navigate a digi-
tal world.
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BROOME 
COUNTY 

LEGISLATORS
Kelly F. Wildoner
District 3 (Town of Binghamton,
Conklin & Vestal)
kelly.wildoner@broomecountyny.gov 

Stephen J. Flagg
District 1 (City of Binghamton,
Towns of Colesville, Fenton &
Kirkwood)
stephen.flagg@broomecountyny.gov

Scott D. Baker
District 2 (Towns of Kirkwood,
Sanford & Windsor)
scott.baker@broomecountyny.gov 

Chairman-Daniel J. Reynolds (Dist 5)
daniel.j.reynolds@broomecountyny.gov

Maj. Leader-Matthew J. Pasquale Dist 7)
matthew.pasquale@broomecountyny.gov

Min.w Leader Robert Weslar (Dist 13)
bob.weslar@broomecountyny.gov

Health & Human Services Committee 
(OVER VETERANS)
Jason Shaw jason.shaw@broomecountyny.gov
Louis Augostini louie.augostini@broomecountyny.gov
Matthew Hilderbrant matt.hilderbrant@broomecoun-
tyny.gov
Kim Myers kim.myers@broomecountyny.gov
Mark Whalen mark.whalen@broomecountyny.gov

Every year on March 17th, people around the world 
don their greenest attire, indulge in Irish delicacies, and 
revel in the spirit of St. Patrick's Day. This festive occa-
sion, originally commemorating the patron saint of Ire-
land, has evolved into a global celebration of Irish cul-
ture, heritage, and camaraderie.

Origins and History
St. Patrick's Day honors Saint Patrick, the patron saint 

of Ireland, who is credited with bringing Christianity 
to the Emerald Isle in the 5th century. Born in Roman 
Britain, Patrick was kidnapped by pirates and brought 
to Ireland as a slave. After escaping and returning to 
his homeland, he felt called to return to Ireland as a 
missionary. Legend has it that he used the shamrock, 
a three-leafed plant, to explain the concept of the Holy 
Trinity to the Irish people.

Celebrating St. Patrick’s Day: A Global Tradition of Heritage and 
Merriment

The observance of St. Patrick's Day began as a religious 
feast day in the early 17th century, marking the anniver-
sary of Patrick's death. Over time, it transformed into a 
secular celebration of Irish culture, spreading from Ire-
land to other parts of the world, particularly countries 
with large Irish immigrant populations.

Traditions and Customs
St. Patrick's Day is characterized by a myriad of tradi-

tions and customs that vary from place to place but are 
united in their celebration of all things Irish. Some of the 
most notable traditions include:

Wearing Green: Green, the color traditionally associ-
ated with Ireland, is prominently featured in St. Patrick's 
Day celebrations. People wear green clothing, accesso-
ries, and even dye rivers and landmarks green in honor 
of the occasion.

Parades: St. Patrick's Day parades are a highlight of the 
festivities in many cities worldwide. These vibrant pro-
cessions feature marching bands, elaborate floats, and 
enthusiastic participants, often drawing large crowds of 
spectators.

Irish Music and Dance: Traditional Irish music and 
dance are integral parts of St. Patrick's Day celebrations. 
From lively jigs and reels to soul-stirring ballads, these 
musical performances showcase the rich cultural heri-
tage of Ireland.

Feasting: Food plays a central role in St. Patrick's Day 
festivities, with traditional Irish dishes taking center 
stage. Corned beef and cabbage, Irish soda bread, col-
cannon, and shepherd's pie are just a few of the culinary 
delights enjoyed on this day.

Leprechauns and Shamrocks: Leprechauns, mischie-
vous mythical creatures from Irish folklore, are often as-

sociated with St. Patrick's Day. Shamrocks, believed to 
bring good luck, are prominently displayed as symbols 
of Irish pride and heritage.

Global Celebration
While St. Patrick's Day originated in Ireland, its ob-

servance has spread far beyond its shores. Today, it is 
celebrated in countries around the world, including the 
United States, Canada, Australia, and beyond. Cities 
with large Irish populations, such as Boston, New York 
City, and Chicago, are renowned for their extravagant St. 
Patrick's Day festivities.

St. Patrick's Day is more than just a day to wear green 
and enjoy a pint of Guinness; it is a celebration of Irish 
culture, heritage, and identity. Whether you're Irish by 
birth or simply Irish at heart, St. Patrick's Day offers an 
opportunity to come together with friends, family, and 
community members to honor the legacy of Saint Pat-
rick and the enduring spirit of the Emerald Isle. So, raise 
a glass, join the festivities, and may the luck of the Irish 
be with you!
Keep Earth GREEN For Every 

St. Patrick’s Day to Come!
Here are some environmental organizations that are 

welcoming donations from anyone and everyone!
1. 350.org
2. Environmental Defense Fund
3. Sierra Club
4. Climate Reality Project
5. Natural Resources Defense Coun-

cil (NRDC)
6. World Wildlife Fund (WWF)
7. Union of Concerned Scientists (UCS)
8. Climate Central
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White Rose Day 
Spa Renovations 
Nearly Complete 
After Car Crash
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