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Venue on the Square hosts Valentine-themed dance for parents and kids
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Tri-County Reporter to
close at month’s end

Hyde Media Group has
announced its decision
to close the Tri-County
Reporter. The final issue of
the newspaper will be pub-
lished Thursday, Feb. 27,
2025.

The Tri-County Reporter
and its predecessor papers,
The Azle News and The
Springtown Epigraph, have a
long history of reporting the
news — including extensive
coverage of the seven cities
and four school districts in
its coverage area, along with
the arts, community organi-

zations, infrastructure, rec-
reation, and feature stories
about the many interesting
people in our communities
— in the Springtown, Azle,
and most recently, Lake
Worth areas.

Unfortunately, business
issues facing newspapers na-
tionwide have also affected
the Tri-County Reporter.
Changes in readership hab-
its, rising costs and stiff
competition for advertising
dollars no longer allow the
paper to operate in a profit-
able manner.

Subscribers who wish
to receive a refund for the

unused portion of their sub-

scription may email classi-
fied@tricountyreporter.com
and a refund will be issued
within 30 days.

Thank you for allowing
Hyde Media Group to be a
part of your community for
the last four years.

Sam Houston

Chief Operating Officer,
Hyde Media Group
Publisher, The
Tri-County Reporter

Reno Council places
disincorporation on May ballot

JOLEE SKINNER

Jolee@tricountyreporter.com

RENO — After months of
discussion and speculation,
a special election will be
held for citizens of Reno to
decide whether the city will
disincorporate.

On Monday night, Feb. 10,
the Reno city council took a
roll call vote, unanimously
approving an ordinance call-
ing for a special election to
be held May 3, 2025, for the
purpose of allowing voting
for or against the proposi-
tion of abolishing the corpo-
rative existence of the city of
Reno.

This comes after a petition
was circulated around the
city for months, seeking reg-
istered voters interested in
placing disincorporation on
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Reno Mayor Hector Bas Jr. calls for a special election to be
conducted May 3, 2025, whether to abolish the existence of the

city of Reno.

the ballot. The latest petition filed with the city as well as

had more than 400 verified
voters, a number required
by law to trigger a special
election; the petition was
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the Parker County Elections
Office Dec. 18, 2024.

PLEASE SEE BALLOT | A3

INSIDE

"

PHOTOS COURTESY CHAPA PHOTOGRAPHY

Mariah Dillard (39-0 this season) will be competing in the 114-pound weight class after having won the
120 division a year ago. She was 4-0 at the regional tournament.

Azle sends 11 wrestlers to state

RICK MAUCH
Specialtothe Tri-County Reporter

It’s been a long time since
Mariah Dillard lost a wres-
tling match. And if the Azle
High School senior has her
way, she won’t lose another
one before she graduates.

Dillard is one of 11 Azle
wrestlers (6 boys, 3 girls, 1
girl alternate, 1 boy alter-
nate) who will be at the Class
5A State Tournament at the

News A1 - A12 | Obituaries - A10 | Classifieds A15-A16

Dillard seeks second girls title

Berry Center in Houston
this weekend following their
performance at the Region I
Tournament in Lubbock this
past weekend.

“Eleven Hornets headed
to Houston!” said an excited
coach Tyler Harrison. “Our
coaching staff is incred-
ibly proud of the way our
kids competed this (past)

weekend.”

It will be a third straight
trip for Dillard as she carries
an 85-match winning streak
into the tournament and is
seeking a second straight
state championship.

Dillard (39-0 this season)
will be competing in the
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Night to
Shine 2025

Attendees walked the red
carpetleading into the
Church At Azle for a special
Tim Tebow sponsored prom
event Feb. 7.

JIM STEVENS | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER
Nightto Shine attendee Greenlee walks the red carpet leading into the Church At Azle for a special Tim Tebow sponsored prom event Feb. 7.

Night to Shine attendees get their hair done at the Servolution Dream Center in preparation for the big
event.
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Nightto Shine attendees Justin and Chelsey walk the red carpet leading into the Church At Azle fora
special Tim Tebow sponsored prom event Feb. 7.

100% Financing With Approved Credit

55,972
56,559

Fteating and (i
LIC#TACLB016744E

817-444-8025

12000 FM 730 N Ste. B
Azle, Texas

3 Ton Complete
System Installed

3 Ton Heat
Pump System

All sizes on sale, call for pricing

Night to Shine attendee Logan walks t
Tebow sponsored prom event Feb. 7.
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Night to Shine attendee Jack walks the red carpet leading into the Church At Azle for a special Tim Tebow
sponsored prom event Feb. 7.

AZLE POLICE DEPARTMENT
March 4, 2025 - May 6, 2025
Tuesdays 6:00 - 9:00 pm

Applications are now being accepted for Azle’s Citizens
Police Academy. This program is designed for citizens wanting to

gain first-hand knowledge of the daily operations and

procedures of the Azle Police Department.
CALL US

e

OUR ACADEMY

- e Patrol Operations |
e Criminal Investigations
e Dispatch
e Specialized Units
e Volunteer Opportunities

Crime
Prevention
Education

Inside look into
Law Enforcement
Operations

Stronger
Community-
Police Relations

VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK

CELL 817-771-7713 Al units have a ten year warranty on all parts

817-444-3221 | CITYOFAZLE.ORG/POLICE-DEPARTMENT | AZLE POLICE DEPARTMENT




THURSDAY, February 13, 2025

tricountyreporter.com

Tri-County Reporter A3

Prescription drugs are no joke, but you need a sense of humor

Like most folks my age, my
doctor has prescribed several
medicines for me. I have suf-
fered from asthma most all
my life, and something about
pecan trees and mountain
cedar seem to make the con-
dition more unbearable. I use
a daily inhaler as well as a
rescue inhaler when I have a
flareup.

Taking medications is
something that is becoming
more and more prevalent in
America. There were $582
billion worth of pharmaceu-
tical drugs sold in the U.S.
in 2017, and by 2023 the
number had risen to $716 bil-
lion, an increase of 23% — an
interesting number when one
realizes the rest of the world
increased its drug purchas-
es by a mere 2% during the
same period. Are Americans
that sickly or are we simply
the victims of a self-serving
industry?

This past week my pre-
scriptions ran out and I had
to reach out to my physician
to get them renewed. Before

FROM MY FRONT PORCH

By Sam Houston

I could get a new script, [ was
informed I would need to
make an appointment with
the doctor. I was then ad-
vised I needed to have blood
work completed before the
appointment.

I had been using the pre-
scribed medications for years
and though this seemed like
alot of hoops to go through, I
reasoned it was all for a good
purpose: I had not been to the
doctor in a year,  am getting
older, and it makes sense to
get checked. It even makes
sense to have blood work
done to detect an ongoing or
upcoming problem. But all of
this seemed like a lot of time
and expense just to get a pre-
scription renewed for a drug I
had used for years.

Sam Houston is the publisher of the Hood County News.
He is also an actor, author, playwright, performer and
entertainment producer/promoter.

sam@hcnews.com | 817-573-7066, ext. 260

After checking all the boxes
at the doctor’s office, I got my
prescription and headed to
the same pharmacy that had
filled my prescription on pre-
vious occasions. My medicine
had previously cost about
$160 for a month’s supply,
certainly pricy but at least
the drug is effective. After
handing over the prescrip-
tion, the drug store employee
told me the cost would be
$450, a significant increase
from the $160 I had paid the
month before. In hopes of
finding some economic relief,
I showed them the app on
my phone which indicated
the pharmacy would sell the
product for the $160 figure
which I had previously paid.
Fortunately, I also noticed

that the app indicated the
pharmacy across the street
would sell the product for
$95! The app also indicated
some of the pharmacies in
my area wanted far more
than $160. How lucky was I
to notice that? I told the drug-
gist to send my prescription
across the street to the sec-
ond pharmacy and I headed
out the door to pick up my
prescription and save $65
dollars.

Upon arrival at the second
place, the staffer confirmed
my prescription could be
filled for $95 but then told
me they were out of the medi-
cine Ineeded. They checked
and their warehouse was also
out, and they did not have
any idea when the medicine
would be available.

AsIstood at the phar-
macy window my breathing
was labored, and I decided
lower price or not, I needed
my meds. Iinstructed the
second pharmacy to send the
prescription back to the first
pharmacy and I would suffer

paying the higher price. Idid
not feel like I could wait for
who knows how long before
the medicine was restocked.

Upon my return to the first
pharmacy, Ino more than got
up to the window to pick up
my prescription whenI got a
text from the second pharma-
cy indicating my prescription
had been filled and was ready
for pickup. How could that
be? They had just told me
they did not have any of the
medication in inventory. Was
the text a mistake?

Not wanting to leave a
stone unturned in my efforts
to save cash, I made the trek
back to the second phar-
macy where my prescription
was in fact, filled. I got it for
the price of $95. Where did
the medication come from?
The pharmacy had just told
me they were out and had
no idea when they would be
resupplied.

I'walked out the door with
my prescription, though con-
fused, conflicted and shak-
ing my head about the entire

process.

According to Open Seats
cited by NBC News, last year
the pharmaceutical/health
business spent $4.2 billion
lobbying state and national
legislators. It has been re-
ported there are at least three
dedicated lobbyists for each
member of the U.S. Congress!
God knows they are not lob-
bying to make things better
or more efficient for con-
sumers. Customer service,
efficiency, competition and
uniformity in pricing fall
by the wayside, all while
Americans are prescribed
more and more medications.
In the meantime, the drug
companies continue to make
billions, and the U.S. consum-
er pays.

All this is enough to make
you sick.

Thought for the day: Price
is what you pay, value is what
you get.

Until next time ... I will keep
ridin’ the storm out!

A Quarter

Economists have suggested
for years that we’d be better
served if the U.S. Mint ceased
turning out pennies — the na-
tion’s lowest denominational
coin. Though some 140 bil-
lion pennies remain in circu-
lation — many in jars, under
sofa cushions, on sidewalks
or playgrounds — their de-
mise will be gradual.

With cost-cutting the order
of the day, why should we
mint coins that cost 3 cents
each to make?

Hoarders — I am told —
are combing through garage
sales, seeking piggy banks
— long considered deposito-
ries for pennies — anticipat-
ing their becoming collectors’
items. A clue is that at such
sales, prices for piggy banks
now are negotiated upward

mThe penny — intro-
duced in 1793 — became
“Lincolnesque” when “Honest

q

Abe’s” likeness was struck
thereon in 1909, the 100th
anniversary of his birth.

It’s a sad prospect, really,
but pennies don’t buy much
anymore. You'll need a pock-
etful to buy McDonald’s cof-
fee, and at Starbucks, take a
wheelbarrow.

“Penny” will remain a cute
girl’s name, but it won’t buy
anyone else’s thoughts that
are now going for a quarter
or more, and sometimes are
even priceless ...

I — and likely a few million
others — have stopped in our
tracks for decades to claim

Dr. Don Newbury is a longtime public speaker and
former university president who is Texas'longest-running
syndicated columnist, writing weekly since 2003. new-
bury@speakerdoc.com | 817-447-3872

grounded pennies. General
disregard for their meager
value — coupled with the
exertion of bending over —
have lessened the practice.

It’s been several years since
I've picked one up. Should
I be tempted by a quarter,
however, I may stick a wad of
chewing gum on my cane for,
uh “bendless retrieval.”

If anyone is watching, I may
use store-bought “stick-um.”

Pennies, long romanti-
cized, have mobilized folks
to embark on noble causes,
promoting “one-for-all and

for your thoughts?

THE IDLE AMERICAN

By Dr. Don Newbury

all-for-one” projects.

Glenn Dromgoole, who
spent more than 30 years in
newspapering — mostly as
editor of the Abilene Reporter
News — is a recognized au-
thor, now having penned 35
books. This friend of almost
60 years wrote “The Power of
a Penny” back in 1999.

His 35 books — several on
best-seller lists — can’t be put
down once picked up, unlike
mine, which can’t be picked
up when put down ...

Years ago at an overnight
East Texas speaking engage-
ment, someone broke my car
window, I assumed to access
the case of books on the back
seat.

He or she opened the case,
took one copy and tossed it
on the sidewalk near my mo-
tel room door.

Now that’s a discerning
reader right there ...

One great “penny story”

has been shared for decades
in Snyder, where a fidgety
youngster attended church
regularly.

Every Sunday, his mom
refused to let him join the
“march to the penny jar” at
the altar.

That’s where children
— largely pre-schoolers —
dropped pennies for mis-
sionaries on Sundays nearest
their birthdays ...

The youngster was barely
3 years old when he first
noticed the practice. Several
months away from his 4th
birthday, he squirmed each
Sunday to participate, his eli-
gibility be hanged.

Finally, his 4th birthday
Sunday arrived, and his
mother set him free to take
his four pennies to the altar.

Racing forward, he rang the
rafters with an unlikely and
“unchurchy” expression: “Hi
yo, Silver, here I come!”...

Had Dromgoole come
across the Snyder story
when he wrote about pen-
nies, I'm sure he would have
“scooped” me. But this one
time, I am first, as far as I
know.

“The Power of a Penny,”
by the way, is still available,
prominently displayed at the
Texas Star Trading Company
in Abilene. Multiple copies
sold last year, and it’ll likely
continue to be offered for
years to come.

After all, Dromgoole and
his wife, Carol, have run the
business for 20 years and still
accept coins — even buckets
of pennies — as legal ten-
der. If Glenn is minding the
store, he’ll offer a plethora of
thoughts at no charge. Come
to think of it, he may offer
you a penny or two for yours

BOOK REV
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“Let’s Call Her Barbie”

TERRI SCHLICHENMEYER
Looking great is serious
business.
Skincare, hair care, make-up
and jewelry, it all takes time to

get it right. You might watch your

weight. You keep tabs on your
physical and emotional health.

Fashion is at the top of the list for
looking great, and that’s a lot of
work, too. Indeed, as in the new
novel, “Let’s Call Her Barbie” by

Renée Rosen, haute couture is
nothing to toy with.

At first, Elliot Handler under-

estimated his wife, Ruth, but it

didn’t take her long to prove her
mettle. Ruth was capable, smart,

fearless, and by 1956, she was
president of the company she

co-founded. So when the Mattel
design staff balked at her idea for
anew kind of doll for little girls,
well, they should’ve known Ruth

wasn’t going to take “no” for an

answer.

But creating a grown-up fash-
ion doll would be an uphill battle:
the prototype that Ruth handed
to her research and development
head, Jack, had to be altered to
avoid lawsuits. The doll, named
Barbie, after the Handlers’ daugh-
ter, was strictly kept under wraps
to avoid theft of ideas from com-
petitors in the industry. Ruth
needed to hire clothing designers
to give her new creation a ward-
robe and little girls a reason to
keep buying Barbie’s accessories.

But the biggest hurdle was con-
sumers — most notably, moth-
ers. Ruth hoped to tap into the
new medium of television, with
advertisements for Mattel’s new
doll; she knew that once young
girls actually saw Barbie, they’d
want one despite their mothers’

reluctance.

And she was right. By 1960,
Barbie was a smash hit but be-
hind the scenes, things weren’t

running so smoothly.

cancer ...

Call Her Barbie.”

The real “Barbie” hated every-
thing about her namesake, and
she shunned her mother for
it. Jack was wild, drinking, us-
ing drugs and womanizing his
way through the staff, includ-
ing Mattel’s best up-and-coming
clothing designer. And Ruth
knew that stress was getting
to her, which worried her. She
smoked too much, and every-
body knew cigarettes caused

So here’s what happens when
you set “Mad Men” in a toy facto-
ry, toss in actual events and real
people, then sprinkle it with an
extra bit of drama. Yummy: “Let’s

Because it’s based on true oy
events and features mostly real o
characters, it’s easy to forget
that this story is a novel. Author

Renée Rosen does such a fine job

telling a tale that readers — espe-
cially those who had a big collec-
tion of Barbie dolls beneath their
bed, way back — will be totally
captivated, and immersed in this
entire book, the business side of
it, the personal side of it, all of it.
This story speaks directly to the
heart of little girls now grown,
and it brings back some of the
best parts of childhood, favorite
toys and playtime.

At the end of this novel, Rosen

is child’s play.

reveals to readers who in the
story was real and who was not,
but resist and don’t peek! Just
enjoy “Let’s Call Her Barbie” at its
own leisurely pace, and loving it
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RENEE ROSEN

USA Today Bestselling Author of
Fifih Avenve Glamour Girl
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Before the council called
for the special election,
former Reno council mem-

ber Joy Jenkins spoke to the
council, saying the council
should have called for the
special election sooner.

“At the Jan. 27 meeting, the
council motioned and voted
to table the item (the ordi-
nance calling for placing the
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matter on the May ballot),”
Jenkins said. Jenkins cited
the Texas Local Government
code chapter 62 section
62.002 which states, “The
mayor of the municipality
shall order an election on the
question of abolishing the

USPS 546-920

municipality’s corporate ex-
istence if a petition request-
ing that the election be held
is submitted to the mayor
and is signed by at least
400 qualified voters of the
municipality.”

Mayor Hector Bas Jr. re-

plied to Jenkins’ comment
that the council had until Feb.
14 to order a special elec-
tion. Citizens will have the
opportunity to vote on this
pressing issue in the special
election; they will also vote
for or against the proposition

of reducing the tax rate in the
city of Reno for the current
year from $0.556319 (the ad-
opted tax rate) to $0.340111
(the voter approval rate), a
matter the council also ap-
proved to be included in the
special election.
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Azle speaks on future of Eagle Mountain Lake

ZACH FREEMAN

azlereporter@tricountyreporter.com

AZLE — The future of Eagle
Mountain Lake could be up to
local residents. The Tarrant
Regional Water District has
begun public talks to create
anew watershed protection
plan for Eagle Mountain Lake.
The organization’s previous
plan went into effect in the
summer of 2016.

A Watershed Protection
Plan is a watershed-based
plan developed by local
stakeholders to ensure fu-
ture water quality. It desig-
nates uses of a waterbody
through a combination of
voluntary and nonregula-
tory water resource manage-
ment measures. The plan’s
introduction states that
public participation is criti-
cal throughout plan develop-
ment and implementation, as
the ultimate success of any
WPP depends on steward-
ship of the land and water re-
sources by local landowners,
businesses and residents of
the watershed.

TRWD'’s first stakeholder
meeting for a future WPP
took place Jan. 27 at the Azle
Memorial Library. Private
citizens joined representa-
tives from the Texas A&M
Forest Service, city of Azle,
Upper Trinity Groundwater
Conservation District, Texas
Parks and Wildlife, local non-
profits and other agencies to
discuss priorities and factors
to consider in a new plan.

Kate Myers, watershed co-
ordinator, and Aaron Hoff,
watershed program manager,
prepared and presented the
future plan’s draft materials
and answered questions from
the audience. Much of the
feedback given in this first
meeting focused on clarity
and readability of its planned
maps and terminology.

One of the unique challeng-
es for this plan, Myers said, is
the changing water needs of
the rapidly growing commu-
nities surrounding the lake.

“Some of the other water-
sheds, both that we work in
and that other people across

the state work in, are much
more static in terms of, this
is already completely urban-
ized, or this is super, super
rural, and probably will be
for a long time,” Myers said.
“Eagle Mountain is neither
one of those things. In the
interim, there are adjust-
ments that might have to be
made to it along the way. The
fundamental character of the
watershed is going to keep
changing, and probably pret-
ty rapidly over the next 10 to
15 years, which would be the
implementation timeline.”

Keeping sediment out of
the lake and maintaining an
ecological balance were listed
as some of the top goals for
the project. Myers said that
preserving the storage ca-
pacity of currently existing
reservoirs would always be
preferable to having to try
and build new ones.

“Nobody wants to do that,”
Myers said. “No one wants
to do the permitting for it.
Nobody wants to do the emi-
nent domain for it, no, no one
wants it, right? So if we can
just keep this one usable as
long as possible, that’s ideal.”

A future meeting is
planned to be held virtu-
ally as soon as new chapters
have been prepared and edits
have been made. Myers said
there may be a possibility of
future meetings being held in
person in communities sur-
rounding the lake.

“I've been looking forward
to it,” Wise County home-
owner Jim Duncan said of the
meeting. “It’s a lot of good
information, but they need
to do a whole lot more in the
way of outreach. I'm think-
ing this should be the high

school auditorium, half full.”
To sign up for updates on
future meetings and TRWD
newsletters or ask questions,
contact Myers at katie.my-
ers@trwd.com or 817-253-
3342. Myers is also slated to
speak at an upcoming “Love
Your Lake” celebration, Feb.
15, at the Fort Worth Boat
Club hosted by the local non-
profit Save Eagle Mountain
Lake. The event will last from
1 to 4 p.m. To register to at-
tend, visit seml.glueup.comy.
“More people should come
and find out how they get
their water. TRWD does a
great job. A lot of people
don’t understand the kind
of work they put into this,”
SEML President Cary Lewis

said. “So, these kinds of meet-

ings like this, it goes a long
way in educating the public
and then helping us as well to
know how to better serve our
constituents.”

While Myers hopes to have
the final version of the WPP
completed by the end of the
year, the timeline on when it
might be approved by the ap-
propriate federal authorities
is still up in the air.

“I have no idea what the
landscape is going to look
like in terms of agency re-
views,” Myers said. “Right
now, it’s just a huge question
mark. We don’t know what
kinds of staffing might be
implemented or not imple-
mented, especially at the
federal level. There have been
years in the past where just
it has taken, you know, six to
12 months to get a WPP back
and then there have been
times where they’re really on
their game, and they get stuff
back in like two weeks.”

“More people should come and find out how
they get their water. TRWD does a great job. A
lot of people don’t understand the kind of work

they put into this...”

CARY LEWIS
SEML President
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TRWD Watershed Coordinator Katie Myers speaks
atastakeholder meeting.
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TRWD Watershed Program Manager Aaron Hoff

answers questions at a stakeholder meeting.

Springtown’s Project Celebration offers safe,
fun alternative for students after prom

JOLEE SKINNER

Jolee@tricountyreporter.com

SPRINGTOWN — In just a
few months, Springtown High
School seniors will dance
the night away at prom as a
last hurrah before gradua-
tion. Prom is a night so many
students look forward to and
one they will remember for a
lifetime.

But for most students,
the night doesn’t end after
everyone leaves prom. Most
students will go to a friend’s
house afterward for an after-
party. And kids will be kids;
some after parties are not su-
pervised or safe. That’s why
parents of students who go
to SHS host an annual after
party to ensure the safety of

Motley’s

Automotive

e Tune-ups

° Di689|

e Suspension

o Computer Diagn
o A/C Repalr

e Brakes ,

e Emission Repairs
e Repair & Restore
Classic Cars

osticS

1304 NW Pkwy (Hwy 199)

817-444-8529
817-456-0907

its students.

Project Celebration is host-
ed by parents at the SHS gym
and is a supervised yet a fun
experience after prom. Jennie
Carter is the PC ’25 president
and wants to give students a
night they’ll never forget.

“We plan on giving our
seniors a night they will re-
member forever,” Carter said.
“(We are) trying to motivate
our seniors to come play and
have a great night after prom
instead of the alternative. We
are excited to see it all come
together for our awesome
seniors.”

Carter explained why the
event is an important alterna-
tive for students.

“The event will obviously
be drug and alcohol free for

AUTOMOTIVE &
MOTORCYCLES

Motorcycles

& ATVs

e Maintenanceé
& Repairs

PACKAGE
| DROP OFF
STATION

Motley's

Automotive & Motorcydles

Ny p,

seniors and their dates to
have a great and safe night
after prom,” Carter said. “It’s
not a mandatory event and
it’s strictly put on by parents
of seniors for a night of fun.”

This big event takes work
and lots of hours of volun-
teering. Carter says this has
been in the works since last
year.

“We have fundraised for
this event since last May,”
Carter said. “We’ve had many
people and businesses within
our community step up and
do give backs. We’ve held
bingo, a 5k, a pickleball tour-
nament, Wild West, restau-
rant give backs, selling yard
signs, flamingo flocking and
concessions. Lots of volun-
teer hours to try and make

this event special for these
kids. We could not do this
without their help and we are
so grateful.”

The event will take place
midnight until 6 a.m. Check-
inis from 11 p.m. until mid-
night and students will be
there for the entirety of the
event.

“Once it strikes midnight
the doors will lock and there
will be no one allowed to en-
ter or exit until 6 a.m.,” Carter
said. “Technically it’s a ‘lock-
in’ type after party to ensure
the safety of our students.”

Students will have both
high school gyms as well
as the auditorium to have
fun. Students can change
into more comfy clothes for
the lock-in event. Activities

SPHOTOGRAPHY

'PHOTOGRAPHY

LESSONS

PROFESSIONAL BUSINESS PORTRAITS
COMMERCIAL PHOTOGRAPHY
DRONE PHOTOGRAPHY
FAMILY PORTRAITS

will include a casino, jump
houses, a DJ, nerf gun wars, a
velcro wall, a mechanical bull
and a magician.

As for oversight, a select

group of adults will be watch-

ing the students.

“There will be board mem-
bers and a select group of
approved parents oversee-
ing activities and events,”
Carter said. “Volunteers will
be parents from the board
and any other parents that
are wanting to help will have
to be approved through the

board. We stated at the begin-

ning anyone wanting to help
PC night would need (at least
two events) of volunteering.”
Transportation will be
provided for the students
attending or students can

park in the lot across from
the gym doors. Attendance
will be strictly for the seniors
and their dates as specified
on forms. No dates younger
than juniors will be allowed.
Students must check-in

with their dates and pro-
vide a driver’s license for
verification.

All seniors are required to
send in their forms for entry.
The deadline for those to be
submitted is March 6. If sent
in afterwards they will be de-
nied entry.

For more information
about the celebration, fol-
low the Springtown Project
Celebration 2025 Facebook

page.

119 Industrial Ave.
Next to Dollar General

817-4494-2222

Business Cards ¢ Yard Signs
Gloss Full Color Post Cards
Full Color Banners ¢ Copy Paper

<250

Business
Canrds

\{532999

www.motleyautomotive.com
Monday - Friday 8:30 am - 6:00 pm

713-725-5620

SuttonPrinting@aol.com



THURSDAY, February 13, 2025

tricountyreporter.com

Tri-County Reporter A5

Venue on the Square hosts Valentine-themed
dance for parents and kids

JOLEE SKINNER | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

PreK-4th Grade, 7-12th Grade $1.55
5-6th Grade FREE 2nd Meal $2.00
Visitors/Employees $2.75

PreK-4th Grade $2.55 5-6th Grade $2.75
7-12th Grade $2.55 2nd Meal $3.20
Visitors & Employees $3.75

BREAKFAST: Everyday - Assorted s and Cereal, Juice, White or Chocolate Milk, Graham Crackers, Toast
Mon Vanilla Yogurt Cup w/Banana Muffin Tues FUNfetti Mini Pancakes, Sausage Biscuit Weds Lucky Charms w/Animal Crack-
ers Thurs Vanilla Yogurt Cup w/Blueberry Muffin, Biscuit w/Bacon  Fri Mini Maple Waffle, Cinnamon Toast w/Oatmeal
LUNCH: Everyday - Variety of milk. Your choice of 1 & 1 or juice

Mon Loaded Baked Potato w/Broccoli Cheese Soup and Bread Stick, Soft Chicken Tacos Tues Pizza Pocket, Sloppy Joe
Weds Chicken Bacon Ranch Wrap, Meatball Sub Sandwich Thurs Fish Sticks, Meatloaf Fri Corn Dog, Hamburger Pizza

GRADES STH - 8TH

BREAKFAST: Everyday - Assorted Fruit and Cereal, Juice, White or Chocolate Milk, Yogurt w/Granola

Mon Vanilla Yogurt Cup w/Banana Muffin Tues FUNfetti Mini Pancakes, Sausage Biscuit Weds Lucky Charms w/Animal Crack-
ers Thurs Vanilla Yogurt Cup w/Blueberry Muffin, Biscuit w/Bacon  Fri Mini Maple Waffle, Cinnamon Toast w/Oatmeal

LUNCH: Everyday: Variety of milk. Your choice of 1 & 1 or juice, rolls, crackers ® Salad bar offered daily

Mon Buffalo Boneless Wings, Cheese Nachos, Chicken Alfredo Tues Arroz con Pollo, Corn Dog, Steakfinger Bowl
Weds Bean and Cheese Burrito, Cheese Burger, Chicken Spaghetti Thurs Cheeseburger Mac, Fish Sticks, Meatball Sub
Fri Crunchy Tacos, Hamburger Pizza, Spicy Chicken Sandwich

HIGH SCHOOL

BREAKFAST: Everyday - Assorted Fruits and Cereal, Juice, White or Chocolate Milk, Yogurt w/Granola
Mon Lucky Charms, Apple Breakfast Nachos Tues Breakfast on a Stick, Sausage Biscuit
Weds Scrambled Eggs, Sausage, and Toast, Vanilla Yogurt w/Muffin Top
Thurs Lucky Charms, Biscuit w/Bacon . Fri Cinnamon Toast w/Oatmeal, Cocoa Puffs
LUNCH: e Everyday: 1% unflavored or non fat chocolate milk & juice e Salad Bar
Mon TSO Chicken w/Noodles, Chicken and Waffles, Mini Corn Dogs, Chicken and Cheese Quesadilla, BBQ Chicken Pizza
Pepperoni Pizza Pocket Tues Chicken Fried Rice w/Chicken Egg Roll, Breaded Chicken Sandwich, Chicken Bacon Ranch
Wrap, Beef Enchiladas, Cheese Pizza, Hamburger Pizza Weds Sweet Fire Chicken w/Brown Rice, Hot Dog, Maxstixs, Walkin'
Taco, Bacon Pizza, Cheese Pizza Thurs Orange Chicken & Rice, Breakfast for Lunch w/Vanilla Yogurt, Cheeseburger, Taco
Salad w/Chips, Mozzarella Sticks, Pepperoni Pizza Fri Chicken and Vegetable Dumpling w/Lo Mein, Corn Dog, Loaded Baked
Potato w/Broccoli and Cheese Soup, Bean and Cheese Burrito, Pizza Pocket, Supreme Pizza

AZLE DENTAL CARE

Proudly Helping Azle Smile for over 27 Years!

Dr. Brooke Porter & Associates
817-444-1763 ¢ SmileGreat.com

The Venue on the Square went all out on decorations for the
Valentine’s dance.

JOLEE SKINNER | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER
Valentine-themed desserts and candy were on display for everyone
togrababite.

Couples attending the dance slow dance together.

Springtown School Menu
g
8
\¢é
<
|9

BREAKFAST PRICES
EC-12th Grade..
EC-12th Reduced.

PK-4th Grade.
5th-8th Grade

High School ... Febh 17-21, 2025

PK through 12th Grade

Students may prepay for their meals. *Menus are subject to change.

PK - 12th Breakfast

Mon No school Tues Pancake Bites, Strawberry Applesauce Weds Sausage Biscuit, Mandarin
Oranges Thurs Cinnamon Roll, Apple Slices Fri Yogurt Parfait, Blueberries
Lunch: Everyday - Choice of one meat, two vegetables, and one grain/bread with milk.,
K = 4th I.lmch Variety of milk is offered every day for breakfast and lunch.
Mon No school Tues Chicken Nuggets, Chicken Alfredo, Green Beans, Glazed Carrots, Roll, Fresh
Veggies Apple Slices or Mandarin Oranges Weds Cheeseburger, Hamburger, Emoticon Potatoes,
Fresh Veggies Sliced Strawberries or Birthday Cake, Applesauce Thurs Chicken Quesadilla, Yogurt

& Pretzel Box, Cuban Black Beans, Glazed Carrots, Fresh Veggies Blueberries or Apple Fri Pizza
(Cheese or Pepperoni), Steamed Broccoli, Fresh Veggies, Banana or Watermelon Craisins

5th - 12th Lunch

Mon No school Tues Spaghetti, Meatball Sub, Italian Blend Vegetables, Roll, Fresh Veggies (Cucum-
bers w/Tajin, Baby Carrots, Broccoli), Applesauce, Orange Weds Regular or Spicy Tenders, Waffles,
Tator Tots, Fresh Veggies (Cucumbers w/Tajin, Baby Carrots, Broccoli), Apples, Sliced Strawberries
Thurs Beef or Chicken Tacos, Beef or Chicken Nachos, Refried Beans, Corn, Watermelon Craisins,
Sliced Pears Fri Baked Potato w/Pulled Pork, Chicken Quesadilla, Glazed Carrots, Roll, Fresh Veg-

gies (Cucumbers w/Tajin, Baby Carrots, Broccoli), Banana, Blueberries

BREAKFAST: Everyday - Various Juices & Cereals, Toast, Milk Variety, Fruit, Jelly, Assort-
ment, Buttermilk Biscuit, Variety of milk is offered every day for breakfast and lunch.

Lunch: Everyday - Choice of one meat, two vegetables, and one grain/bread with milk.,
Variety of milk is offered every day for breakfast and lunch.

This menu is sponsored by ...
AZLE DENTAL CARE
Proudly Helping Azle Smile for over 27 Years!

Dr. Brooke Porter & Associates
817-444-1763 ¢ SmileGreat.com
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Springtown drug awareness groups team
up to educate residents about fentanyl

JOLEE SKINNER

Jolee@tricountyreporter.com

SPRINGTOWN — On
Saturday, Feb. 8, We Are
Our Brother’s Keeper and
Clearfork Academy hosted
an educational event called
“Focus on Fentanyl” to
spread awareness about the
dangers of fentanyl use and
how to reverse an overdose
with the use of Narcan.

Jessica Castro, founder of
We Are Our Brother’s Keeper,
and Mike Carter, Clearfork
Academy alumni relations
manager, hosted the event
for anyone who has been af-
fected by fentanyl use or sim-
ply wanted to become more
educated about the subject.

Clearfork Academy is a
drug and alcohol rehab cen-
ter for teens in Texas. Before
Carter became affiliated with
Clearfork Academy, he took
prescription pain killers for
36 years.

“When I was 20, I was
crushed between a truck and
I'was on a bike and it started
that process,” Carter said.
“And once your brain be-
comes addicted, you make
a living off the pain of other
folks.”

Carter talked about how he

and physical pain in a healthy
way now.

“Through meditation,
through breathing techniques
and things like that,” Carter
said. “That’s what I always do
torelieve stress.”

Carter also spoke to how
the government became in-
volved in prescription drug
use.

“Do you all remember when
the federal government kind
of took control of prescrip-
tion pain killers?” Carter
asked. “In 2014, 2016 the
government started taking
control of prescription pain
killers. That’s when the pain
clinics started.”

According to the CDC, the
number of opioids prescribed
in the United States peaked
in 2010 and then decreased.
But despite reductions, the
number of opioids prescribed
remains approximately three
times as high as in 1999.

Carter then spoke to just
how small the dose is to kill
someone using fentanyl.

“Ten to 15 grains of salt
or sugar is a lethal dose,”
Carter said. “Fentanyl is rob-
bing us of our young people.
It’s robbing us of our family
members.”

Carter warned the audience
to warn family and friends

not to let anyone take pills
given to them, outside of pre-
scribed medication from your
doctor, as they could be lased
with fentanyl.

“Our young people are not
afraid of that,” Carter said.
“That’s what's scary to me.
They think they’re invinci-
ble. They think ‘It will never
happen to me, I'm smarter
than everybody else.” No, you
don’t know that the pill was
made in an open-air area in
Mexico.”

Castro says this event
marks an important moment
in the community

“Yesterday marked a pivot-
al moment in our mission to
empower communities, as we
kicked off our 2025 speaker
series with the fentanyl edu-
cation class, a vital resource
for fostering resilience and
hope,” Castro said.

Castro will be hosting
monthly classes to explore
difficult topics surrounding
addiction.

“Our monthly classes will
tackle a range of pressing
topics, beginning with fentan-
yl education, as we strive to
build a more informed, com-
passionate and supportive
community.”

Castro hopes that by not
just educating the commu-

nity about the dangers of
fentanyl but also sharing
personal stories like Carter’s,
it will help others develop a
deeper understanding with
this issue.

“By exploring the com-
plexities of fentanyl and its
far-reaching impact, we can
cultivate a deeper under-

standing and empathy for
those affected,” Castro said.
“Through this series, we aim

education and inspire collec-
tive action, reinforcing the
notion that together, we can
drive meaningful change.”
To learn more about We
Are Our Brother’s Keeper,
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LEGAL NOTICE

Application has been made with
the Texas Alcoholic Beverage
Commission for a BG Wine &

Malt Beverage Retailers permit
by The Armadillo Ranch, LLC to
be located at 10130 FM 1886, Azle,

Parker County, Texas. Officers of

corporation are Jessica Corley —
President, Justin Corley - VP

A )

g &

Get a Standard
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7 YEARS $849Value R

to unite individuals, promote

JOLEE SKINNER | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER
Speaker and co-host Mike Carter shares his own personal experience with drugs.

visit its Facebook page. To
learn more about Clearfork
Academy, visit www.clear-
forkacademy.com.

If you or anyone you know
are struggling with fentanyl
or any drug addiction, con-
tact the Texas Substance
Abuse and Drug Addiction
Hotline at 866-210-1303.

Carter shared statistics about the staggering amounts of fentanyl

thatare pouringinto the U.S.
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The Azle's Citizens Police Academy lets attendees meet officers and interact on a personal level to build
relationships and mutual understanding with the community.

APD reopens Azle
Citizens Police Academy

STAFF REPORT

AZLE — The Azle Citizens
Police Academy is a weekly
evening class that spans sev-
eral months and teaches at-
tendees about the different
parts of the police depart-
ment — from evidence and
handling equipment to dis-
patch and patrol operations.
It’s a “30,000-foot view”
where participants will be ex-
posed to all the systems the

APD uses and the challenges
officers face. It lets attendees
meet officers and lets officers
interact on a personal level to
build relationships and mu-
tual understanding with the
community.

“Itis a pretty cool way for
us to meet our citizens, and
for them to know our team,”
APD Chief Ben Hall said in
an email to the Tri-County
Reporter. “Having citizens

learn what's in our hearts
and get to know us as people
rather than just those people
in blue making traffic stops!”
Classes start March 4 and
end May 6 and will be held
each Tuesday from 6 to 9
p-m. Applications are now be-
ing accepted. Interested resi-
dents can contact Sgt. Bovea
at pbovea@cityofazle.org or
817-270-1822.

ZACH FREEMAN | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

Theintersections at the Stewart Street Bridge with traffic lights flashing red.

Council addresses
Stewart Street red lights

ZACH FREEMAN

azlereporter@tricountyreporter.com

AZLE — Since October,
Azleites have enjoyed speed-
ier movement through the
intersections at the Stewart
Street bridge. Over the last
few years, the area had be-
come infamous as one of the
worst spots for traffic backup
in the city. Commuters could
be seen waiting in line for
green lights as far back as
Ash Creek Baptist Church.

In the fall of 2024, all sig-
nals controlling traffic on
the bridge stopped working.
Since then, the lights have
flashed red, functioning more
like stop signs. Oftentimes,
such problems can only be re-
solved with the manual inter-
vention of a technician.

Local area drivers found
traffic problems have been
resolved with the lights in
their current state and dread
the day they might be “fixed.”

The Azle City Council and
staff addressed the issue at a
Feb. 4 meeting. Council mem-
bers indicated there had been
various problems with these
lights throughout the years
and they were well aware
of the community’s prefer-
ence; however, the lights
are owned and controlled
by the Texas Department

of Transportation. During
recent meetings with city
staff and administration,
TxDOT revealed the results
of a traffic study on the in-
tersections and announced
that the lights cannot be left
as they currently are. The
study showed that four ac-
cidents had happened since
November while only four
accidents had occurred at the
same spot over the prior two
years.

The city now faces a num-
ber of possible options to ad-
dress the issue.

“I think putting it back to
what it was before, we’re go-
ing to get a lot of backlash,”
Azle City Manager Tom Muir
said. “(TxDOT) were getting
constant complaints on it be-
forehand. So, he knows that
what it is now, everybody
wants.”

Removing the traffic lights
and replacing them with stop
signs is one redress, though
Muir and Public Services
Director Rick White said traf-
fic accidents would likely in-
crease substantially. TxDOT
indicated to Muir that it will
pay for signal removal if the
city chooses this option.

The city could also take
over the lights and hire en-
gineering firms to program
them as it wishes, but Muir

and White said this would be
cost prohibitive.

“Why should the city spend
money for something TxDOT
is willing to do for free for
us?” White asked. “It’s state
law that they have to do it ‘til
we become a certain popu-
lation. I think it’s like 30 or
40,000 people.”

White ultimately suggested
having a yellow flashing light
proceeding on Stewart and
flashing red for traffic com-
ing off Park Street in front of
On The Patio.

“(The TxDOT reps) thought
that would solve our prob-
lems that we had previously,”
Muir said.

This setup would reduce
the number of light cycles
from seven to five, allowing
people to get through more
quickly and preventing traf-
fic backup on Stewart Street.
White said that plan would
also do away with the old
weight-sensing pull-up strips
and replace them with radar
technology, better ensuring
that the light cycles account
for present traffic conditions.

There is not an immedi-
ate timeline for when one of
these solutions will be ac-
cepted, so the lights will con-
tinue to blink red for the time
being.

X
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Single vehicle accident, Sandy Beach Road

s

Multiple agencies were called to the scene of a single vehicle crash on Sandy Beach Road after ared
Buick Verano wentinto a ditch, deploying airbags. The driver was reported to have minor lacerations

butappeared otherwise uninjured.

News from Azle City Hall

We welcome your comments or suggestions on information you would like to
see reported on this page, please call Azle City Hall, 817-444-2541, or email
Assistant to the City Manager Susie Hiles at shiles@cityofazle.org. Until next
month......

New Trash Rates in effect
February 1, 2025

Beginning February 1, 2025, Azle residents/business owners will see an in-
crease in their garbage/recycle rates. (Current residential rate $23.75 — new
rate $24.09/month) The City's contract with CWD allows for an annual market
adjustment each February 1st based on increase in fuel costs, landfill costs,
and on the percent of increase in the annual Consumer Price Index (CPI) for
all DFW Urban Consumers. The new trash service rates are available on the
City’s website at www.cityofazle.org or a hard copy is available at City Hall.

CWD)

Community Waste Disposal.com

Azle residents benefit from a variety of waste disposal options - twice a week
solid waste, once a week recycle (option to choose either 65 gal cart or 18 gal
bin), once a week bulk item collection, once a month bulk brush, and a twice a
year "X-treme Green Event" that is held as part of the city-wide clean up.

The X-treme Green Event gives Azle residents a convenient way to dispose of
their household hazardous waste, e-waste, metal appliances, tires, and on-site
document shredding. The 2025 X-treme Green Events are scheduled for
May 10 and September 6.

Free recycled paint for Azle residents

As part of our recycling efforts, the City and CWD offer remixed paint (latex
& oil-based), blended from the usable paint collected at Azle’s X-treme Green
Events, FREE to Azle residents. Paint is in one (1) gallon containers and
available at Azle City Hall, 505 W. Main Street. The City of Azle does not
guarantee the purity, quality, consistency, etc of the paint distributed.

The City of Azle and CWD are committed to helping our residents keep the
community clean and preserving the environment for future generations. For
questions or concerns regarding your solid waste collection, please contact
Community Waste Disposal at 972-392-9300, Option 2.

** For guidelines regarding garbage collection, visit the City’s website.
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Cross Timbers Golf Course renovating driving range

Cross Timbers Golf Course has contracted Kemp Golf Course Design and
Fleetwood Services for a full practice facility renovation. Construction has
begun and the driving range is officially closed. The project will include
installation of subsurface drainage, new irrigation, TifTuf surfaces, and Tif3D
chipping and putting greens. The entire property will be reshaped with target
greens and sightlines making practice more efficient. Projected opening is Fall
2025. We understand the inconvenience of not having a practice facility, but
the finished product will be worth the wait.

The golf course will remain open for play, so book your tee time
at crosstimbersgc.com

Keep up to date with progress by following our Face-
book page @ facebook.com/crosstimbersofficial

A
CROSS =/ TIMBERS

City of
Azle

NEW PRACTICE FACILITY LAYOUT

e

Azle Memorial Library News and Free Events
333 W Main St, Azle, TX 76020
817-752-2682 - www.azlelibrary.org - facebook.com/azlelibrary

AARP Free Tax-Aide

AARP Tax-Aide service is currently at the Library taking appointments to
offer free tax preparation to adults of any age or income. Call the library at
817-752-2682 for an appointment.

THHSC Food Benefit Application Assistance

A Community Resource Specialist from the Tarrant Area Food Bank will

be on site in the Azle Library foyer on the third Wednesday of each month
from 10AM - 2PM to help members of the public apply for SNAP, CHIP,

TANF, and/or any other THHSC program. No appointment needed.

FREE In-Person Programs

The Library offers an abundance of additional programs that can be found
on the library’s website and Facebook page! Programs are held in the Li-
brary Community Room, unless noted. Come check us out!

Azle Municipal Facilities Closed
PRESIDENTS’ DAY
February 17

Police/Fire services will be available by calling (817) 444-3221, or 9-1-1 in case
of emergency. For water/sewer emergencies, please call (817) 444-3221.

Community Waste Disposal will run their regular trash/recycle route.

I Scan for more information on what’s happening EgamE |
lin the City of Azle or visit us at
vaww.cityofazle.org
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Azle’s assistant city manager to leave at end of month

ZACH FREEMAN

azler eporter@tricountyreporter.com

AZLE — Beginning as a
student intern in July 2002,
Azle Assistant City Manager
Lawrence Bryant has spent
his entire career in Azle.
Today, he prepares to say
his goodbyes to the commu-
nity and people he has spent
decades getting to know and
love.

Bryant grew up in Longview
in East Texas, but went to
Brigham Young University in
Utah to get his undergradu-
ate degree.

“I was a marketing commu-
nications major, which is a,
basically a fancy way to say
advertising major,” Bryant
said. “About two semesters
before I graduated, I realized
“This is not for me. I do not
want to do this.’ Iwas just
like, ‘Man, I really don’t want
to be telling people what
toothpaste they ought to buy
for the rest of my life.””

Just two semesters from
graduating, Bryant found the
concept of switching ma-
jors to be a daunting choice.
Not wanting to disappoint
his parents and not wanting
to add another two or three
years to his graduation date,
Bryant found his saving grace
in advice from a friend and
fellow student. She was work-
ing toward a master’s degree
in public administration and
said he could do the same un-
der his current degree plan.
Participating in Boy Scouts
as a kid, Bryant said he had
always felt drawn to public
service and decided adminis-
tration could be what he was
looking for. He went back
to his home state to pursue
higher education.

While in grad school at the
University of North Texas,
the city of Azle funded a

Lawrence Bryant speaks on
career change after two

decades of service

six-month internship for
Bryant. Finding that he liked
the work, Bryant also in-
terned with the city of North
Richland Hills for more
experience. While in that in-
ternship, former Azle City
Manager Craig Lemin — who
was assistant city manager
at the time — reached out

to Bryant and encouraged
him to apply for a newly cre-
ated management analyst
position.

The rest is history.

Bryant joined the city full-
time in October 2003 and has
been here ever since.

“It was not on my radar at
all as a young adult,” Bryant
said. “I had no idea what a
city manager was, but the
more I learned about it, the
more I familiarized myself
with it, [ knew that that was
what I wanted to do.”

Bryant stuck to it, excel-
ling and assisting Lemin in
his professional dealings.
Around 2005, the city’s fi-

nance director, Jorge Trevino,

left for a job in another city.
After an arduous search for
qualified candidates, Lemin
eventually offered Bryant the
role where he served faithful-
ly for six years, crossing “T”s
and dotting “I’s. When Lemin
transitioned from assistant
city manager to city manager,
his former position remained
unoccupied for years. Bryant
said he effectively filled most
of the assistant city manag-
er’s duties as finance direc-
tor and he was a natural fit

to again move up the ladder
and take on the assistant city
manager title 14 years ago.

Bryant advises the Azle City Council during a city council meeting.
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Bryant said every day is dif-

ferent. He oversees many of
the city’s public services, its
finances and takes on many
other responsibilities when
needed. During his career,
Bryant said one of the most
notable developments was
the increase in the city’s pop-
ulation from 9,600 to around
15,000. With that came the
Azle Walmart in 2006 and

the growth of countless other

businesses and public ame-
nities. He said Azle’s rap-
idly growing population and
its location just outside the
metroplex presented it with

some unique challenges when

compared with other cities in
the metroplex proper.

“We're just far enough
away from a bigger city, like
Fort Worth, where it doesn’t
make sense for us to rely on
them for a lot of services,”
Bryant said. “Over in the
mid-cities areas and closer
to Fort Worth, a lot of those
cities they’re relying on
Fort Worth for their treated
drinking water and to treat
their wastewater, relying on
them for ambulance service,
things like that. Because
of where Azle is, we're far
enough away that it just does
not make sense for us to do
that. We have to do all those
things ourselves. There are
cities in this area that are a
bit bigger than us that don’t
have a wastewater treatment
plant like we do. Being in a
place like this, even though
it’s smaller, we do so many
things. You do get those op-
portunities to be a part of the
responsibilities that a bigger

Lawrence Bryant stands outside the Azle City Council chambers.

city would do.”

Bryant said he advises fu-
ture public administrators
not to shy away from smaller
communities because of the
wealth of experiences and op-
portunities they can provide.
His career trajectory was not
typical for his line of work.

In a career like this, if you
want to move up, you have to
move on, Bryant said. In this
regard, Azle has provided
exceptional opportunities for
advancement.

“I've spent two thirds of my
adult life here and it’s a spe-
cial place,” Bryant said. “One
of the biggest things that
makes it such, is the people.
There are a lot of great people
that work for the city of Azle

.. The best thing about work-
ing here is the people I get to
work with. I really enjoy com-
ing to work and interacting
with my coworkers. It prob-
ably sounds cliche, but we are
like family up here.”

Another rewarding aspect
of the job is serving Azle’s
citizens and being a part of
the process that improves
their quality of life. In one
example, Bryant said he is
proud to be a part of the team
that helped pay off its debt
on the Cross Timbers Golf
Course over 9 years early by
utilizing royalties from the
site’s two natural gas wells.
These early payments re-
sulted in just over $1.8 mil-
lion in total interest savings.

In doing so, the city was able
to save taxpayers money and
issue new debt which the city
used to fund a new city hall
and police station. In working
with the Azle City Council,
Bryant said he found noth-
ing but good rapport and
cooperation.

“It's not been a tug of war,”
Bryant said. “We’ve all been
working together to pull the
city in the same direction and
pull it in a positive direction.”

Yet another critical figure
in Bryant’s life is current Azle
City Manager Tom Muir, who
he has worked with for the
last nine years.

“His guidance and leader-
ship as city manager here at
the city of Azle have been
invaluable,” Bryant said. “He
is a great man and has been
such a positive influence on
me. Tom'’s contributions to
both my personal and profes-
sional life are countless and
I will miss collaborating with
him on a daily basis.”

Bryant’s last day in Azle
will be Feb. 28. In March, he
will begin work as an assis-
tant city manager in Euless.
Bryant said he was not look-
ing for a change in location
and submitted his applica-
tion just days before the
deadline. Ultimately, Bryant
could not resist the chal-
lenge of working for a larger
city and the ease of commut-
ing from much closer to his
home. One of the draws of

ZACH FREEMAN | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

Euless, he said, is that it re-
minded him of what has been
built in Azle. Looking at the
opportunity ahead, the as-
sistant city manager said he
feels a mix of excitement and
nerves, but he is not afraid.
Leaving the city where he
built his career was no easy
choice, but he feels proud of
his work.

“My seeking a new oppor-
tunity had nothing to do with
me being unhappy in my role
here, or anything like that,”
Bryant said. “T have said to
myself, for a very long time,
that if I were ever to leave
employment with the city of
Azle it would have to be for
what I believe to be a really
great opportunity. That’s
where Iam ... If you ask me,
‘Are you leaving this place in
a better spot than you found
it?’ I can look you in the eye
with 100% certainty, say, ‘Yes,
Tam.”

While no decision has been
announced on Bryant’s po-
tential replacement, he is
confident the city of Azle is
in good hands. In his time in
Azle, he saw the comings and
goings of three city manag-
ers and four mayors. From
a clueless intern to Euless’
executive adjunct, Bryant has
come far in his career and
is grateful to the Azle com-
munity for the support and
opportunities it has provided
along the way.
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Homes for Heroes, Lone Star State One dies In

| 3-vehicle crash at
Ten Mile Bridge,
Boat Club

JOLEE SKINNER Fort Worth Police. Two peo-
jolee@tricountyreportercom ple were taken to area hos-
pitals for treatment. Their

FORT WORTH — Two conditions were unknown,

people were injured and an-  police said.

other killed in a multi-vehi- One individual was pro-

cle crash in northwest Fort  pounced dead at the scene

Worth Monday, Feb. 3. of the crash. He has been
Police officers were dis- identified as 21-year-old

_ ; % : I - patched to the intersection  Solomon Alejandro Sanchez
e e—, | I b £ B ) A of Boat ClubRoad and Ten by the Tarrant County

Homes for Heroes, Lone Star State, was welcome to the Azle Area Chamber of Commerce with a ribbon cutting Jan. 30. The specialty real Mﬂe Bridge Road at about Medical Examiner’s.Of.fice.
9:10 p.m. where they found  The cause of death is listed

estate group focuses on the home-buying journey for local heroes — first responders, active-duty military and veterans, healthcare three vehicles involved ina  as blunt force injuries
professionals and teachers. From finding the right home to securing the best financing, Homes for Heroes, Lone Star State has a heart for major accident, according to '
serving the men and women who work hard to serve their communities. Its office is located at 4700 Boat Club Road in Fort Worth. For more
information, visit www.homesforheroes.com/affiliate/kimi-ortega.

199 Winery

The newest business on Azle's
Main Street, 199 Winery, was
welcomed to the community
with aribbon cutting hosted

by the Azle Area Chamber of
Commerce Jan. 28. 199 Winery
was previously located on
Jacksboro Highway in Lakeside
before moving to 147 W. Main St.
in Azle. The small, family-owned
winery offers locally crafted
wines to please any palate. Stop
in forasample flight Wednesday
through Sunday. Follow the
winery on Facebook to find out
about its upcoming events like
Wine-O Bingo.

LAKE WORTH

INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

Statement Of Revenues, Expenditures,
and Changes In Fund Balances

Governmental Funds for the year CLASS
ended August 31, 2024 @ WC

5020  Total Revenues 38,835,761 8,363,467 81,852 7318382 54,599,452 R E G I ST E R
TODAY FOR

SCAN QR CODE
TO VIEW SCHEDULE

OF CLASSES

DATA CONTROL CODES 10 GENERAL FUND 50 DEBT SERVICE FUND 60 CAPITAL PROJECTS  OTHERFUNDS  TOTAL GOVT FUNDS
REVENUES:

5700 Total Local and Intermediate Sources $13,235,767  $7,681,818 $81,852 $339487  $21,338,924
5800  State Program Revenues 25192432 681,649 - 458,525 26,332,606
5900  Federal Program Revenues 407552 - 6520370 6,927,922

Current; ‘
el SPRING 2025 4 \\Vearterroro
0012 Instructional Resources and Media Services 290,437 - - - 290,437 1869 C o L L E G E
0013 Curriculum & Instructional Staff Development 988,977 - - 1,172,604 2,161,581 5
0021 Instructonal Leadership 100018 - . 157552 1206570 SPRING 2025 CLASSES STATICLOSE OO FAR
0023 School Leadership 2354008 - - - 2,354,086 BEGIN JANUARY 13 817-594-5471 | WC.EDU
0031  Guidance, Counseling, & Evaluation Services 1,060,550 - - 549,723 1,610,273 T S R et e TR [T
0032 Social Work Services 354,088 - - 96,000 450,088 ~ R ' -
0033 Health Services 525,870 - - - 525,870
0034 Student (Pupil) Transportation 2,093,138 - - 5,556 2,098,694
0035 Food Services - - - 3460344 3,460,344 L E G AL P U B L I c N OT I c Es
0036  Extracurricular Activites 1,518,523 - - 189,755 1,708,278
0041 General Administration 1,926,926 - - 8,362 1,935,308
0051 Facilities Maintenance and Operations 4,862,562 - - - 4,862,562 ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS CITY OF AZLE, TEXAS CENTRAL PARK WALKING PATH
0052 Security and Monitoring Services 498,226 - - 410,151 908,377 Separate sealed bids for the construction of Central Park Walking Path (Azle bid number
0053 Data Processing Services 2419025 - . . 2.419,025 20%5-005) will be receiveg by the City of Azle, Texas until 2:00PM on February 27th, 2025,
. - B ; at City Hall, 505 W. Main Street, Azle, Texas, 76020, and then at said location publicly
0061 Gommunity Senices 6,349 43676 546,025 opened and read aloud. This project includes installing approximately 2,375 linear feet
Deht Service: of 6’ wide concrete sidewalk and all incidental appurtenances for a complete project in
0071 Principal on Long-Term Liabilties 147,017 4404.902 . B 4551019 accordance with the contract documents and plans. The Contract Documents consisting
0072 Interest on Long-Term Liabities 11623 3414619 ) A 3496.249 of Advertisement of Bids, Information for Bidders, Bid Proposal, Bid Bond, Contract,
0073 Bond Issuance Cost and Fees B 1’743é i ] 1’7439 Performance and Payment Bonds, Maintenance Bond, General Conditions, Notice of Award,
' ' Notice to Proceed, Plans, Specifications, and Addenda (if any) may be examined at the
Capital 0ul|ay following location: JACOB & MARTIN, LLC
0081 Faciliies Acquisition and Construction - . 1,052,455 . 1,052,455 1925 Fort Worth Highway, Weatherford, Texas 76086 The Owner reserves the right to waive
any informalities and to reject any or all bids. Bids may be held by the Owner for a period
Intergovernmental: not to exceed 60 days from the date of bid opening for the purpose of reviewing the bids
0093  Payments to Fiscal Agent/Member Districts of SSA 66,000 - - 16,000 82,000 and investigating the qualifications of Bidders prior to awarding of the contract. Contractors
0099 Other Intergovernmental Charges 92482 . 92482 must obtain a set of CONTRACT DOCUMENTS online at www.jacobmartin.com by digital
download or hard copy to be considered a registered plan holder eligible to bid the project.
6030  Total Expenditures 44029301 73836959 1,952,455 7387456 61,206,171 Cost for digital download of CONTRACT DOCUMENTS will be $0.00. Hard copies of the
100 xcess (Defcency) of Revenues Over (nder) (5193550 526,508 (1670803 (9074 (6606719 CONTRACT DOCUMENTS will be $100.00 All Copies of the CONTRACT DOCUMENTS
must be ordered online and are available for pick up, mail out or digital download via www.
jacobmartin.com. Upon verification of online payment, hard copies may be picked up at
Expenditures: OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES) Jacob & Martin, LLC, located at 1925 Fort Worth Highway, Weatherford, Texas 76086. A
7912 Sale of Real and Personal Property 69,308 - - - 69,308 certified check or bank draft, payable to the order of CITY OF AZLE, TEXAS, negotiable U.S.
7915 Transfers In : 26,836 26,836 Governmental bonds (at par value) or a satisfactory Bid Bond executed by the Bidder and an
8911 Transfers Out (Use) (26,836) i (26,836) acceptable surety in an amount equal to five percent (5%) of the total bid shall be submitted
' i with each bid. City of Azle, Texas Alan Brundrett, Mayor February 13th, 2025.
7080 Total Other Financing Sources (Uses) 42412 - - 26,836 69,308
1200 Net Change in Fund Balances (5,151,078 526,508 (1,870,603) (42238 (6537411 ::ng':;EI C;: (F)’]}Jtﬁ';'grg‘\_:%:; fSTT:::gE *?;;’;23_7-_rg::tAt-:sSngggsvglzzﬁ goaivg:r'operty
o v visi X Vi ivi u i X
0100  Fund Balance - September 1 (Beginning) 10,575,006 3,068,917 2,969,315 876,841 17,490,129 Code, Ch. 59, Self-Service Storage Facility Liens Article 44, hereby gives Notice of Sale
3000 Fund Balance - August 31 (Ending) $5.423.078  $3,595,425 $1,008,712 $834603 10952718 under said act to wit: On Sat., February 22, 2025, at A-Z Storage, 5824 Azle Ave., Lake

Worth, TX, between the hours of 10AM - 12NOON of that day, A-Z Storage will conduct a
sale to the highest bidder for the contents of units: 60 rented by Andrea Fields or Monique
Pair, consisting of household, at A-Z Storage, 5824 Azle Ave. at NW Loop 820, Lake Worth,
TX. 817-237-7972 This sale is being held to satisfy a landlord’s lien. The Public is invited to
attend. Dated this 24th day of January, 2025. Void if lien satisfied in full before date of sale.

The City of Reno plat proposal for property off W Browder Circle, Azle, TX 76020. Morrow
Acres Lots 1-3 in the C. Gildon Survey, Abstract No. 523, and the WM. Slover Survey,

Abstract No. 1246, Parker County TX.
- - Special P&Z Meeting will be held on February 24, 2025 at 6:00 PM and the Council Meeting

will be held on March 10, 2025, at 7:00 PM located at 195 W. Reno Road, Azle, Texas 76020.
]
www.trlcountyreporl:er.com
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OBITUARIES

Mary Jo (Starr) Chapman
1942 — 2025

Carl Earnest Voss Jr.
1946 — 2025

Mary Jo (Starr) Chapman
of Azle, our beloved mother,
went to her heavenly home
Tuesday, Feb. 4, 2025, where
she was reunited with her
“Danny Boy.” She was 82.

Visitation was from 5 to
7 p.m., Sunday, Feb. 9 at
White’s Funeral Home, Azle.
Rosary service was at 9:30
a.m. Monday, Feb. 10 at Holy
Trinity Catholic Church, Azle.

Funeral service was at 10
a.m. Monday, Feb. 10 at Holy
Trinity Catholic Church.
Burial was at 2 p.m. at Lynn
Creek Cemetery, Jack County.

In lieu of flowers and me-
morial contributions, the
family requests you celebrate
Mary’s life by treating your-
self to your favorite ice cream
cone, like she would.

Mary was born July 8, 1942,
in Wichita Falls, to James
Lewis and Viola Marie (Brock)
Starr. She was the firstborn of
two children with a younger
brother, James Richard Starr.
She graduated from Wichita
Falls High School in 1960. She
obtained her cosmetology li-
cense from Bud Hall's Beauty
School in 1961.

She met and fell in love
with her husband and our
Dad, Daniel Chapman, the
love of her life, while working
at the Grant Street Drive-In
movie concession stand. He
was a young airman in the Air
Force stationed at Sheppard
AFB. They married June 17,
1960.In 1961 they welcomed
their first child, daughter
Dana, and later their son,
Jeffrey. Her faith in the Lord
and her family were the most
important aspects of her life.

While being a mili-
tary spouse with her hus-
band in the Air Force for
30 years, they made and
maintained many lifelong
friendships. They were sta-
tioned at Wichita Falls; Lajes
Field, Azores; San Antonio;
Maryland; Incirlik ,Turkey;
Wichita Falls; Goldsboro,
North Carolina; then returned
to San Antonio, where they
retired. In 1988 Mary and Dan
moved to Azle, where they
joined other family members.
Mary served as a Girl Scout
troop leader, a member of
Beta Sigma Phi, worked for
Wichita Falls ISD school food
service, and USAA proof-
reading accident claims. She
devoted her retirement years
to taking care of her fam-
ily. Mary and Dan became
members of Holy Trinity
Catholic Church where she
was involved in the Women’s
Guild, choir and food pantry.
Mary enjoyed researching

genealogy and would often
help others when they had
questions about their own
families. She loved watch-
ing British comedies, game
shows, court and paternity
shows, and following the
royal British family. She es-
pecially enjoyed ice cream,
limeades and red draws.
Mary was often in attendance
at her grandchildrens’ and
great-grandchildrens’ school
and extracurricular activities.
She was an extremely loving
and compassionate woman,
who never met a stranger.
Her kind words and hugs
were meant from the heart.
She always looked forward to
lunch with her cousin, Sherry
Kilgo and husband, Ermon.
Sherry was always like a sis-
ter to her.

Mary was preceded in death
by her husband, Chief Master
Sgt. Daniel Chapman, retired;
brother, James Richard Star;
and her parents, James and
Viola Starr.

She is survived by her
daughter, Dana Montgomery
and husband, Troy of Azle;
son, Jeffrey Chapman and
wife, Christie of St. Cloud,
Florida; six grandchil-
dren, Crystal Colley and
husband, Cory, Heather
Collins and husband, Ryan,
Jeffrey Chapman II, James
Chapman, Nick Padgett,
Sydney Rutledge and hus-
band, Justin; four great-
grandchildren, Celsea and
Caitlyn Colley, Haylee and
Raelyn Collins; precious
cousins, nieces, and nephews,
and brother-in-law Robert
Chapman of Worcester,
Massachusetts.

The family would like to ex-
press our thanks to Healing
Hands Home Health (Kelli),
Three Oaks Hospice (Tiffany,
Megan, Leila, Eboni) and the
staff at Azle Manor. Your
kindness, care and concern
for Mom’s comfort is ex-
tremely appreciated.
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Retired USAF Major Carl
Earnest Voss Jr., age 78,
passed away Friday, Feb. 7,
2025, at his home, surround-
ed by his family.

Visitation was 5:30 to 7:30
p-m. Wednesday, Feb. 12 at
Biggers Funeral Home, Lake
Worth, Texas 76135.

In lieu of flowers, the fam-
ily respectfully requests do-
nations to National Coalition
for Homeless Veterans at
https://nchv.org.

Carl was born Aug. 9, 1946,
in Worland, Wyoming to Lena
and Carl Voss Sr. He attended
the University of Wyoming,
earning his bachelor’s degree.
After college, he was commis-
sioned into the U.S. Air Force,
where he retired with the
rank of major.

He met the love of his life,
Linda Tubbs, in 1971 while
they were both Air Force offi-
cers stationed in San Antonio.
They were married in 1973 in
Fairplay.

Carl was a beloved PopPop
to his five grandchildren, who
were the center of his world:
Joshua Wiedeman, Adrianna
Wiedeman, Alaina Ledbetter
and Jackson Ledbetter of
Azle, and Hanna Voss of
Norristown, Pennsylvania.
Carl found immense joy
in spending time with all
his grandchildren, creating
countless memories they will
cherish forever.

He maintained close rela-
tionships with many cher-
ished friends he met with
daily for coffee at McDonalds
for over 30 years. He was an
Azle softball staple where he
never missed a single home
game cheering from the
stands.

Carl is preceded in death by
his loving wife, Linda Voss;
his parents, Lena and Carl
Voss Sr.; his sisters, Peggy
Dearson and Judith McMillen;
his granddaughters; Ava
Grace and Avery Dovie
Ledbetter.

He is survived by his chil-
dren, Amy Ledbetter and
son-in-law, Joby of Azle;
Keith Voss of Norristown,
Pennsylvania; his brother,
Steve Voss of Utah; and his
five grandchildren.
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James R. Plowman
Norma Plowman

913 N. Elm St.
Weatherford, TX 76086
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Springtown
police find 30-
plus abused
animals during
welfare check

JOLEE SKINNER

Jolee@tricountyreporter.com

SPRINGTOWN — On
Monday, Feb. 3, multiple
Springtown police officers
responded to a welfare
concern at aresidence in
the 300 block of W. State
Highway 199. Officers ar-
rived at the residence and
discovered more than 30
cats, kittens, dogs and pup-
pies living in extremely un-
sanitary conditions. Police
officers notified Springtown
Animal Control and Code
Enforcement who respond-
ed to the scene.

All the animals were vol-
untarily surrendered to ani-
mal control officers and are
currently in the care of the
Springtown Animal Shelter
located on Hilltop Drive.
Unfortunately, multiple
animals had to be eutha-
nized due to their medical
conditions, but more than
two dozen remain are still
in the care of the animal
shelter. One dog and one cat
were in active labor during
the removal which resulted
in additional puppies and
kittens.

Springtown Animal
Control Supervisor Maddy
Gould said this was a tragic
situation and reinforced city
ordinances that limit the
number of pets residents
may have.

“This is an unfortunate
situation that has resulted
in these animals having to

be rescued from dangerous
living conditions,” Gould
said. “Thankfully, many of
the animals were able to

be saved, but several did
have to be euthanized due
to their medical conditions.
This case is one example of
why city ordinances limit
the number of pets that are
allowed in a single home
without a kennel permit
and why sterilization of
domesticated animals is
important.”

The animals will continue
to be given medical care
and will be evaluated over
the coming days and weeks.
Potential foster and adop-
tion information will be
forthcoming soon.

“We appreciate all the
public support that we have
received to help care for
these animals and we look
forward to being able to find
them homes when they are
medically cleared for adop-
tion.,” Gould said.

For those who would like
to donate or support the ani-
mal shelter’s efforts to care
for these animals, please do-
nate to the shelter at https.//
checkout.shelterluv.com/
donate/csas

The animal shelter is also
taking donations of towels
and wet puppy food specifi-
cally for these animals. For
more information on how
to contribute, please call
817-220-0828 or email aco@
cityofspringtown.com

Thank you for your

support!

LrizCounmikuepoRR
321 W. Main Street, Azle

il ' 817-270-3340
i |

... ATTEND THE CHURCH OF YOUR CHOICE THIS SUNDAY

THE ABBEY CHURCH
Pastor: Paul Brownback
10400 Jacksboro Hwy 817-238-1404
www.TheAbbeyChurch.com
Morning Worship..........c..c....... 10:30 Am
Community Groups.......... Various Times

ASH CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor: Dr. G. Wesley Shotwell
300 South Stewart St. 817-444-3219
www.ashcreekbc.org
Sunday School........ccooevevennn. 9:30 Am
Contemporary Worship-TMP .... 10:45 am
Traditional Worship .................. 10:45 am
Evening Worship/Youth Refuge...6:00 pm
Wednesday Evening.................... 6:15 pm
AZLE FIRST ASSEMBLY of GOD
Rev. Joshua Lowrance
1020 S.E. Parkway, Azle 817-237-4903
Sunday School.........cccccovveveiinnae 9:30 Am
Morning Worship........c.ccccuu..... 10:30 am
COMMUNITY BIBLE FELLOWSHIP CHURCH
Pastor - Alton Davis 817-521-4510
chfazle.org
1405 Reynolds Rd., Azle
Directions: 730 N. to 1542 .5 mi. right

on Cardinal, left on Reynolds
Sunday Service..........c.cccevevnenes 11:00 Am
Wednesday Evening.................... 6:30 Pm

AZLE CHRISTIAN CHURCH
DISCIPLES OF CHRIST
Interim Minister Rev. Russell Clark,
Family Life Minister Emerson Braun
117 Church St. « 817-444-3527
Sunday School..........ccccceuei.e. 10:00 Am
Morning Worship........ccccue.... 11:00 Am

CORNERSTONE COMMUNITY CHURCH
2233 Hwy 199 E., Springtown
817-221-LIFE (5433)

Sunday Worship Service........... 10:00 Am
Wednesday .......ccoovvevrirennirnnene 7:00 pm

CROSSROADS BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor - Jon Baker
Corner FM 730S & FM 1386
817-755-0279
Transportation Available
Worship Service.......c.cccceueeee. 10:30 Am
Wed. Prayer Service.................... 7:00 pm

THE EDGE CHURCH - AZLE
1313 S.E. Pkwy, Azle 817-237-4822
Missouri Synod
“Love God - Serve Others - Share Jesus”

Traditional Worship.........c........... 9:30 Am
Contemporary Worship............. 11:00 Am

FIRST METHODIST CHURCH OF AZLE

Pastor: Rev. Raymond Gilman

200 Church St., Azle 817-444-3323
Morn. Worship.............. 8:30 & 10:45 am
Sunday School.........ccccceveueene. 9:45 Am
Youth .......... Sun 5:30 pm & Wed 6:30 pm

GRACEPOINTE CHURCH
4110 E. Hwy 199, Springtown
Pastor: Timothy McKeown
817-221-5683 gracepointeshc.org

Sunday School.........cccccovevenenee. 9:45 am
Sunday Service ..........ccoeeveveee. 11:00 am
Wednesday Bible Study............... 6:00 Pm

HOLY TRINITY CATHOLIC CHURCH

800 Highcrest Dr. - Azle 817-444-3063
Saturday......c.oceeeeveveeieieeee 5:00 pm
SUNAY ... 9:00 Am
Sunday.....cocveveeeiinine 11 am (Spanish)
Daily Mass (M, T, Th, F) .............. 8:00 am
Wednesday Mass Religious ED...6:30 pm

Confessions .......cccceeveveveveverenee. Sat 4 pm
HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH ELCA
4795 E. Hwy 199 - Reno 817-221-HOPE
Pastor Gaylen Chrystie
Follow us on Facebook for streaming services

Sunday School.........cccoeveveveuenae. 9:00 Am
Traditional Service..................... 10:00 Aam
SOLID ROCK BIBLE CHURCH

591 S. Reno Rd,
Springtown, Texas 76082
Pastor - Bill Gay - 817-304-7443

Coffee and Donuts .........ccccueveeee 9:00 Am
Sunday School.........cccceveveveuenane. 9:30 Am
Morning Worship.........ccc.c........ 10:30 am
Children’s Church After Music Service
Wed. Prayer Meeting................... 6:30 Pm
Wed. Bible Study..........cccovevnnee. 7:00 pm

LEGACY CHURCH
Assembly of God Church
Pastor: Gary D. Veazey
3591 East Highway 199 817-221-2983
Morning Worship.......... 9:00 & 11:00 Am
Legacy Kids................... 9:15 & 11:00 am
Weds Evening Legacy
Group Legacy Youth, Kids
All SEIVICES ... 7:00 pm
THE RANCH CHRISTIAN COWBOY CHURCH
Pastor: Greg Slankard
7955 Reed Rd., Azle 682-327-7082
www.TheRanchCCC.org
Sunday School 9:30 am » Worship 10:00 av
Weds 7:00 pm * Thurs Potluck 6:30 pm
SILVER CREEK METHODIST CHURCH
Pastor: Bill Killough
2200 Church Rd., Azle
www.silvercreekmc.org
Sunday School 9:30 am
Worship 10:30 am
SILVER CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor: Jay Ditty
Minister of Music: David Musick
Corner FM 730 S. & Veal Station Rd.

Church 817-444-2325
www.silvercreekbc.org
Sunday School.........ccccceevrvnnee. 9:45 am
Morning Worship..........ccc........ 10:50 Am
Evening Worship........ccccceevneene. 6:00 Pm
Wed. Prayer Service.................... 7:00 pm

THE WORD@LAKESIDE CHURCH OF GOD
9396 FM 1886 Fort Worth, TX 76135
817-237-5500
thewordatlakeside.com
Pastors: Brandon and Kelly Bohannon
Worship Pastor: Christen Moody
Family Life and Young Adult Pastors:
Jodie and Mark James, Kids Pastor:
Katie Pearson, Student Pastors: Taylor
and Sheridan Tomlin, Creative Directors:
Logan and Carrie Edwards, Gonnections
Coordinators:

Preston and Ashley Larrew

Equip Sunday School

atthe WORD ........cccccveveverene. 9:30 AM
Empower Worship

atthe WORD .......ccccovveerennne.

Kids at the WORD :

PreK at the WORD.................. 10:45 AM
Emanate at the WORD

(Special Needs Ministry)........ 10:45 AM
Nursery at the WORD............. 10:45 AM
Young Adults at the WORD ...... 6:00 PM
Wednesdays

Adult Bible Class..........cceuue... 7:00 PM
The WORD Students

(6th-12th grades).........ccccovue.. 6:30 PM

Awana Kids at the WORD ........ 6:30 PM
Life at the WORD
Life Groups ..ccovveveveeercnenes Various Times

A church alive is worth the drive! For more information or rates on listing your church, call 817-270-3340
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Azle swimmers wrap up
season at regionals

Playoffs await Azle Christian hoops teams

SPORTS

Roundup

RICK MAUCH
Special to the Tri-County Reporter

The 2024-25 Azle Lady
Hornets swim season came
to an end this past week-
end with a host of personal
records set at the Class 5A
Region I Meet in Mansfield.

Though no swimmers
advanced to state, it ended
a strong season for Azle
that saw eight competitors
combine for a total of eight
personal-best performances
in the two-day meet.

The 400-yard freestyle
relay of Kaylee Daniels,
LaynieBeth Hodges, Kayley
Brekel and Karla Rodriguez
had the best showing, fin-
ishing eighth with a time
of 4:18.19. The 200-medley
relay featuring Ava Dash,
Nekoda Averitte, Sophia
Roark and Mavis Caldentey

placed 15th, clocking 2:36.29.

Individually, Rodriguez
placed 12th in the 200 free
relay in 2:17.69, while Brekel

was 15th in the 50 free with a
time of 27.73.

“Swimming is the longest
UIL sport — to finish the sea-
son with everyone PR-ing in
February is a testament to
our swimmers’ hard work,
perseverance and dedica-
tion,” Azle coach Amy Estes
said. “We are proud of our
kids!”

AZLE CHRISTIAN SCHOOL
BOYS BASKETBALL

The Fightin’ Crusaders
(22-7) ended the regular
season with a 60-52 win
at home against Granbury
Cornerstone Feb. 4. Brody

Fairman led AC with 18
points, while Corban Potter
scored 16 and Kanon Wyatt
added 11.

The Crusaders will likely be
hosting a bidistrict game this
weekend, but who their op-
ponent will be was undecided
at press time as the opposite
district ended in a three-way.
AZLE CHRISTIAN SCHOOL
GIRLS BASKETBALL

The Lady Crusaders (14-

8) ended the regular season
with a 49-45 home win over
Parker-Tarrant Homeschool
Feb. 4. They followed with a
51-46 victory at home against

1 THURSDAY, February 13, 2025

R T v
Fh S S ey
L

Texoma Christian Feb. 7.
The victory over Texoma
Christian left the teams in a
tie for first place in TAPPS
2-1A. They were playing at
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press time in Denton to deter-

mine the No. 1 seed from the

league for the postseason.
Vs. Parker-Tarrant: Skileah

Holts 18 points, Lauren
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 PHOTO COURTESY AMY ESTES
L-R 400 Freestyle Relay - 8th place. From left to right: Karla Rodriguez, LaynieBeth Hodges, Coach Amy
Estes, Kayley Brekel, Kaylee Daniels

Goodrich 8 points
Vs. Texoma: Holts 16
points, Dari Skartvedt 11

PLEASE SEE ROUNDUP | A12

Azle baseball pipeline highlights plenty of signees

RICK MAUCH
Specialto the Tri-County Reporter

If you're a good baseball
player and you play for Azle
coach Stephen Smith, there is
a good chance you'll play in
college if you want.

In his 10 years as head
coach for the Hornets, he has
had 67 players sign to play
at the college level, including
seven this season. In his 21
seasons overall, 113 players
have signed letters of intent.

In all, Azle had 16 players
sign to play college sports on

Area athletes ink with colleges

National Signing Day, Feb. 5.
They are:

Baseball

Gavin Graves, Amarillo
College

Braden Sirkel, Seminole
(Oklahoma) State College

Ethan Hadaway, Redlands
(Oklahoma) Community
College

Ty Bonnett, Seminole State

Ian Loeffelholz, Clarendon
College

Jaxon Liddicate, Seminole

_
"'"- AZLE HIGH SEHOOL

State

Jacob McGee, Clarendon
College

Softball

Hayley Carlson, Coffeyville
(Kansas) Community College

Klaire Carlson, Coffeyville

Rebeka Vidal, Southwestern
University (Georgetown)

Adrianna Wedeman,
Northern Oklahoma
Community College

Brynlei Taylor, Seward
County (Kansas) Community

PHOTO COURTESY STEPHEN SMITH

Seated (L-R): Azle baseball players who signed to play in college include Braden Sirkel, Ty Bonnett, Ethan
Hadaway, Jacob McGee, Garrin Graves, lan Loeffelholz and Jaxon Liddicote, along with teammates who

support them.

EEDOM
i\ {COVERY

Leading People to Jesus Christ
through the 12 Step Program
alongside the Biblical Principals

S g
WSHIP

120 E. Main St., Azle, TX
Tuesdays 7-8:15 pm

For info contact Greg S.
817-851-8648

€ ) Texas Health

27 Harris Methodist Hospital®

AZLE
Volunteers Needed
TexasHealth.org/
Volunteer /Our-Process
RAINBOW INN GIFT SHOP
Inside Hospital 108 Denver Trail
Azle 817-444-8651

ATTIC RERUNS

NOW OPEN! FRI AND SAT 9-1
714 SE Pkwy Azle 817-270-3690

AZLE AREA

MiNIS TERIAL ALLIANCE
UNITED CHRIST

Christian Leaders partnering together
with one voice to impact our culture for

Christ. We celebrate unity amidst diversity

as we pastor our community.
Luncheon meetings
11:45 a.m. - 1 p.m. 2nd Tues of each
month; location varies.
See www.azlema.com or email
director@azlema.com for additional
information.

817-200-4611

Concerned about
someone with an addiction?

AL-ANON

for families & friends of alcoholics

Meetings Mon & Fri 6:30 pm
229 S. Stewart St. (left door) Azle

www.al-anon.org
azlesanctuaryafg@gmail.com

Good N.E.W.S.

Living at Home Block Nurse Program

Our
Yolunteers
Make a
Difference!

Volunteer Caregiver
Training Classes

(lasses open to
public at no charge

Caregiver Volunteer Meeting
Ist Monday of
Each Month at 6pm

817-444-2300
412 Commerce St.

(&) SERVOLUTION

LET'S START A COMMUNITY WIDE
REVOLUTION THROUGH SERVING.

Love God. Love People. Love Your City.
Dream Center open 9-3 M-F

11698 FM730 S. Azle
FOR QUESTIONS CALL:

833-4WE-SERV

servolutionnetwork.com

Roy 9@791- |
Club 5@255

of Azle

MEETS AT NOON
THURSDAY

412 Commerce St.
(across from Azle Post Office)

CLUB or
ORGANIZATION
meeting?

Only *125

for 52 weeks
of advertising

Call for details:
817-270-3340

College

Basketball

Abbey Natusch, Austin
College

Tennis

Madison Hamilton,
University of the Ozarks
(Clarksville, Arkansas)

Football

Devin Wingfield, West
Texas A&M (Canyon)

Hunter Ooten, Kansas
Wesleyan

“Super proud of these ath-
letes. I'm excited they get
to continue to play at the
next level because of their
dedication to our Hornet ath-
letic programs,” Azle head
football coach and Athletic
Director Devon Dorris said.

BASEBALL PIPELINE

Smith pitched at Seminole
State College for two years
and then pitched two years
at Texas State University. He
was then drafted and pitched
in the Cincinnati Reds
organization.

“In my years of playing col-
lege and professional base-
ball and coaching for a total
of 27 years I have made hun-
dreds of connections with
JUCO, NAIA, NCAA Division

The Finish Line |

Addiction wants to destroy
you & everyone around you.

With Jesus there
ig Victory over
addiction.

GET BACK IN
THE RACE!

Meetings held every Friday from
7:30pm-9:30pm at The Church at Azle
1801 S. Stewart ® Azle e 817-401-8513
www.ourfinishline.com

Optimist
Club of Azle

@
Meets every
FRIDAY at 6:45 am
Moe’s Country Kitchen
316 W. Main, Azle

3, NCAA Division 2, NCAA
Division 1 coaches and close
to 100 MLB scouts,” he said.
“Through these connections I
have been blessed to help 113
players and counting achieve
their dreams of playing col-
lege baseball.”

He’s also helped seven
players get drafted by Major
League teams, one earn Big
12 Player of The Year, and
two players reach the ma-
jors. One of those is pitcher
Hoby Milner who just signed
with the Texas Rangers and
has been pitching in the Big
Leagues for a few years with
the Phillies, Rays, Angels and
Brewers.

“My connection with
Seminole is being an alum
and also playing with current
Seminole State head coach
Mac Chambers at Seminole in
1993,” Smith said.

Smith said coaches and
scouts say they love getting
his players because of these
things:

They are tough physically
and mentally.

They take care of their
academics.

They know how to work on
and off the field and enjoy

Faced with a
DRINKING Problem?

Perhaps Alcoholics Anonymous can HELP.

@)

Daily meetings at Noon & 6:30 pm

Sunday at 3 pm

229 S. Stewart St. * Azle
817-332-3533

No. 607

Floor School or Work
7:30 PM
THURSDAY NIGHT

Kenny Patrick- Worshipful Master
Chris Akers - Secretary
Clint Hall - Treasurer

the grind.

They love the game.

They understand commu-
nity service.

They never give up.
SPRINGTOWN

Six Porcupines/Lady Pines
committed to continue their
athletic careers at the college
level:

Softball

Bailey Spillman, Northeast
Texas Community College

Ava Fernandez, Oklahoma
Wesleyan University

Riley Fagen, Seward County
(Kansas) Community College

Football

Chase Thompson,
McPherson (Kansas) College

Hayden Nichols, Texas
Wesleyan University

Soccer

Taylor Glover, Dakota
Wesleyan University (South
Dakota)

LAKE WORTH

Three Bullfrogs signed to
play college football:

Javion Jackson Hollie,
Navarro College (Corsicana)

Jeremiah Gordon, Cisco
College

Noah Washington,
Oklahoma Baptist University

Meets 2nd TUESDAY 6:30 PM
412 Commerce, Azle

Patti Tobkin - President
azlelionsclub.com

817-994-0074

L
MOUN

PREG NANCY HELP CENTER

10328 Jacksboro Hwy
Fort Worth TX 76135
817-237-1819
www.emphc.org

Tues 9 - 3 pm ® Thurs 12-6 pu

SE Hapra Espanor
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COURTESY PHOTOS

Azle Hornets girls wrestling team, top. Azle Hornets boys wrestling team, second from top. 11 Azle
wrestlers (6 boys, 3 girls, 1 girl alternate, 1 boy alternate) will be at the Class 5A State Tournament at
the Berry Center in Houston this weekend following their performance at the Region | Tournamentin

Lubbock.

Springtown Coach Sawyer Cooper celebrating a win.

WRESTLE

FROM PAGE A1

114-pound weight class after
having won the 120 division
ayear ago. She was 4-0 at the
regional tournament.

Also returning to state
for the Lady Hornets is
Noah Kovach (31-1) in the
100-pound weight class after
winning regionals.

Joining them will be Elly
Yelle (43-2), who won the re-
gional championship in the
165-pound class and was
named the tournament’s
Most Outstanding Female
Wrestler.

Kaylie Groot (35-14) nar-
rowly missed joining them,
finishing fifth in the girls 107

division. She is making the
trip as an alternate.

Meanwhile, the boys posted
the program’s highest fin-
ish ever at regionals, taking
second place. Tyler Yancey
(44-3) and Roman Fraser (44-
7) each won regional cham-
pionships in the 132 and 215
weight classes, respectively.
Chase Yancey (48-4), Landin
Evans (38-6) and Devin
Wingfield (26-3) were run-
ners-up in the 138, 150 and
285 classes, respectively.

Eli Bryan (38-11) placed
third in the 175 category and
Wyatt Hicks (47-8) is an al-
ternate at 144 after finishing
fifth in the 144 division.

Chase Yancey finished
third in the state last season
in the 132 class. Also return-

COURTESY CHAPA PHOTOGRAPHY

ing to state are Evans, Bryan,
Wingfield and Hicks.

“We had arecord num-
ber of regional finalists and
champions and had the high-
est boys team finish in school
history. We are excited to
continue to get better and
chase our goals for one more
week,” Harrison said.

SPRINGTOWN

The Porcupines had three
wrestlers compete at the 4A
level in Lubbock this past
weekend, though none ad-
vanced to state. Dominic
Contreras split his four
matches in the 138 weight
class, while Daniel Wilson
(144) and James Snyder
(285) each won one of three
matches.

ROUNDUP

FROM PAGE A11
points
AZLE BOYS BASKETBALL

The Hornets (9-22, 0-11
in District 5-5A) lost 79-54
at home to district cham-
pion Aledo Feb. 4 and 63-25
at Saginaw Chisholm Trail
Feb. 7.

Vs. Aledo: Jayden Taylor
20 points, Cason Cook 16
points, Dominic Baxter 7
points

Vs. Chisholm Trail: Cason
Cook 13 points

The Hornets were ending
the season at home against
Fossil Ridge at press time.

AZLE GIRLS BASKETBALL

The Lady Hornets (6-25,
1-11 in District 5-5A) ended
the season with a 45-23
home loss to Aledo Feb.

4. Azle was led by Abbey
Natusch with 11 points.

SPRINGTOWN BOYS
BASKETBALL

The Porcupines (9-17, 6-7
in District 7-4A) saw their
playoff hopes slip away with
losses of 59-37 at home to
Eagle Mountain Feb. 4 and
80-41 at Krum Feb. 7.

Vs. Eagle Mountain: Ethan
Graham 18 points; Ayden
Lugo 10 points; Dylan
Crutchfield 7 points, six
rebounds

Vs. Krum: Crutchfield 13
points; Grayson Brooks 10
points; Graham 6 points, five
assists

The Porcupines were
ending the season at home
against Burkburnett at press
time.

SPRINGTOWN GIRLS
BASKETBALL

The Lady Pines (12-17, 6-8
in District 7-4A) wrapped
up the season by winning
76-15 at home against Eagle
Mountain Feb. 4. Springtown
was led by Esther Balado
with 31 points, Brylynn
Bazzell with 18, Kylie Russell
scored 12 and Addy Burtnett
tallied 11.

LAKE WORTH BOYS
BASKETBALL

The Bullfrogs (10-19, 0-13
in District 7-4A) lost another
close contest, 60-57 at home
to Castleberry Feb. 4. They

followed with a 80-41 loss to
visiting Decatur Feb. 7.

Vs. Castleberry: Braylen
Fridia 28 points, six re-
bounds; Ayden Brooks 12
points, nine rebounds; Ivan
Sanchez 10 points

Vs. Decatur: Fridia 24
points; Brooks 14 points,
nine rebounds; De’Jay Black
7 points; Ivan Sanchez 6
points, five rebounds

Lake Worth was conclud-
ing its season against visiting
Eagle Mountain Feb. 11.

LAKE WORTH GIRLS
BASKETBALL

The Lady Frogs (17-14,
3-11 in District 7-4A) ended
the season by winning 65-35
at home against Castleberry
n Feb. 4. They were led by
Jackie Cleveland with 29
points and eight rebounds,
Aliyah Salas with 15 points,
Kylah Nabors with 11 points
and six steals and Cherysh
Luiv with seven rebounds.

AZLE BOYS SOCCER

The Hornets (1-9, 0-5 in
District 5-5A) lost 5-0 at
Brewer Feb. 7.

The Hornets were hosting
Aledo at press time and have
a 7:45 p.m. match at Saginaw
Chisholm Trail Feb. 14.

AZLE GIRLS SOCCER

The Lady Hornets (8-4-

1, 3-2 in District 5-5A) fell
in a shootout, 2-1, against
visiting Brewer Feb. 7. Aly
Licerio scored Azle’s goal
with an assist from Audrina
Montoya.

Azle was playing at Aledo
at press time and hosts
Saginaw Chisholm Trail Feb.
14 at 7:30 p.m.

SPRINGTOWN BOYS SOCCER
The Porcupines (3-6-1, 0-3
in District 8-4A) dropped a
9-0 contest at Lake Dallas
Feb. 4 before returning
home and falling 1-0 against
Castleberry Feb. 7.
Springtown was playing in
Grapevine against Collegiate
Academy at press time. They
host Lake Worth Feb. 18 at
5:30 p.m.
SPRINGTOWN GIRLS SOCCER
The Lady Pines (7-4-2, 2-1
in District 8-4A) lost 5-0 at
Lake Dallas Feb. 4 and won
2-1 in a shootout at home
against Castleberry Feb. 7.
Kylie Wiens scored

the regulation goal for
Springtown, while Makayla
Ballard had the game win-
ner in the shootout. Also
scoring shootout goals were
Lily Duvall, Emma Hauprich,
Wiens and Alee Stiles.

At press time, Springtown
was playing at Collegiate
Academy. Lake Worth comes
to town Feb. 18 at 7:15 p.m.

LAKE WORTH BOYS SOCCER

The Bullfrogs (4-8-1, 1-2
in District 8-4A) lost 1-0 at
Castleberry Feb. 4 despite
eight saves by goalkeeper
Thomas Balokosiabi. On
Feb. 7 they won 2-1 against
visiting Collegiate Academy
as Roman Mtambola scored
a goal with an assist, Elie
Mushiemi had a goal and Joel
Osornia had an assist.

Eagle Mountain was play-
ing at Lake Worth at press
time before the Bullfrogs
visit Springtown.

LAKE WORTH GIRLS SOCCER

The Lady Frogs (8-3-1, 2-1
in District 8-4A) went to a
shootout and won after end-
ing regulationin a 1-1 tie at
Castleberry Feb. 4. Yaretzi
Salas had an unassisted goal
in regulation and a shootout
goal. Juliana Martinez also
had a shootout goal, as did
Jazmin Martinez with the

ame winner.

They then blanked
Collegiate Academy 5-0 Feb.
7. Scoring goals were Jazmin
Martinez with 2, Reanna
Arellano, Miley Perez and
Salas. Yihana Sandoval had
a pair of assists and Salas
added another.

The Lady Frogs were play-
ing at Lake Worth before vis-
iting Springtown.

AZLE GIRLS POWERLIFTING

The Lady Hornets placed
second as a team at the
Boswell Meet recently.

97-pound division: 2.
Ryan Hance, 3. Caydence
Giancaspro

105: 2. Michelle Lechuga

114: 3. Kimber Gray

123: 1. Kellar Gunter, 3.
Parker Neely

132: 2. Brooklyn Debbs

148: 1. Brooklynn Gibson,
2.Kenzie Arellano, 3.
Madison Holleman

165: 2. Liliana Rodriguez,
3. Ryann Baker

181: 3. Emma Booten

15th, clocking 2:36.29

¥ q :

The 200-medley relay featuring Mavis Caldentey, Nekoda Averitte, Sophia Roark, and Ava Dash placed

| .

Texas Crossword

FEBRUARY 13, 2025
ACROSS 45 TXism: “‘want it __
1 TXism: “mobile bad I could spit” T EXA S
mouse ____ " (cat) 46 benign skin growth
5 TX George Strait's 47 Texan who can vote C R O SS\/\/ O R D
“Aceinthe ___ " 49 dictatorship

Live in Texas”

8 TXism:*“___ gut”
(liquor)

TX Bill Paxton was
in this epic film about

©

6 TX Strait's “All My 52 to fall asleep after a
chicken fried steak

(var.) meal, e.g.: ___ off
7 TX Don Henley co- 53 Santa__, Texas
wrote “Take __ 54 what TX A.J. Foyt did

the Limit” (1975) 55 Tex Ritter: “America’s

by Charley & Guy Orbison

Copyright 2025 by Orbison Bros.

Cowboy”

a 1912 disaster
16 close-fitting jeans

18 TX Cindy wrote this
empty pages book:
“Everything Men 58 TX Willie

Women”

__cansay

©

on

1986 film:

TX Tom who won

45

19

33 TXism: “wet as a
rat”

38 _ trust con-
serves Texas acres

21 Lynda Bird Johnson “ coach”

wed this Robb (init.) 59 a color 52 53 54
22 acable car 60 make a mistake —
23 state org. for nurses 61 corporate area in 55 |56 |57 p-1728
24 beauty treatment Irving: ___ Colinas 12 TXism: “salt some 55
30 TXism for " (save)

“observant” (hyph.) DOWN 13 TX Audie Murphy 59
34 birth state of TX 1 TX Willie album: 1959 film: “No ____

Goodnight (abbr.) ' Tapes” __the Bullet” 60
35 TXism: “he’s got 2 in Lamar County 14 he wrote the songs

more on his plate on FM 137 & 38 in TX Ginger Rogers 61

3 TXism: “so green

1935 “Top Hat” (init.)

40 giant mythical bird

41 an explosive

grace over” he could hidein _ 15 Alamo bed for 42 husband of Texas-
36 Texas-based “ patch” Col. Jim Bowie 27 TXism: “active born Dale Evans
1 Imports Online” (rookie) 17 the Joads traveled asafox__ _ (2 wds.)
37 give a speech 4 100 centavos in through Texas in “The ____house” 48 Texans in the Civil
39 TXism: “busy __ Mexico __ Wrath” 28 founder of Dallas War

19 single, uniform

pay day” 1992 U.S. Open 20 natural skill (init. + last name) “ onm

43 Texas pitcher, Ryan in golf (init.) 24 _ Worth (abbr.) 29 rented 51 “__ inthe hole”

44 TX Martha Hyer 10 extramoney paid 25 TX Dale Evans wrote 31 Eli Whitney inven- 56 singer with a power-
1965 film: “__ for a loan “___, San Antone” tion: cotton ____ ful voice, Merman
__ of Katie Elder” 11 ripped up 26 toss a fishin’ line 32 modern light 57 George W.’s wife

Morning News

50 TX Buddy Holly's

Crowns & Bridges ¢ Whitening
Dental Veneers ® Cosmetic Dentistry
Implant Restoration e Dentures
Pediatric Dentistry & More...

Family dentistry for all ages.
Serving the Azle, Texas area

209 Roe Street, Azle
817-444-3209

Dr. Joseph McCreary, lli
FAMILY & COSMETIC DENTISTRY
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Eleven Azle wrestlers (6 boys, 3 girls, 1 girl alternate, 1
boy alternate) will be at the Class 5A State Tournament at
the Berry Center in Houston this weekend following their
performance at the Region | Tournament in Lubbock this
past weekend.

"Eleven Hornets headed to Houston!"said an excited
coach Tyler Harrison."Our coaching staff is incredibly
proud of the way our kids competed this (past) weekend!

Ace of Azle
505 N. Stewart - Azle - 817-270-5600
acehadware.com

Azle Dental Care

Dr. Brooke Porter & Associates
912 Boyd Rd. - Azle - 817-444-1763
smilegreat.com

Chicken Express
502 E. Hwy. 199 - Springtown - 817-523-0009
chickene.com

Eagle Crest Villa

Senior Living Community
113 Denver Trail - Azle - 817-444-3249
eaglecrestvilla.com

First Baptist

Church Springtown
500 N. Main - Springtown - 817-220-5229
firstbaptistspringtown.com

Highland Furniture
North Side of the Square
Springtown - 817-220-5570

Hilltop Family Church
1227 Old Cottondale Rd.
Springtown -817-220-7177
hilltopfamily.church

Howell’s Cafe
329 Hwy. 199 W. - Springtown - 817-220-7915

Moss Rehabilitation Center
101 Highland Rd. Springtown - 817-220-6677
springtownphysicaltherapy.com

Pinnacle Bank
726 E. Hwy. 199 - Springtown - 817-220-5504
pinnbanktx.com

ProMax Power Sports
123 Hwy. 199 E. - Springtown - 817-220-2453
promaxpowersports.com

Springtown Family Dental
434 Hwy. 199 E. - Springtown - 817-523-5963
springtownfamilydental.com

Springtown Family
Health Center
499 E. Hwy. 199 - Springtown - 817-523-5402
springtownclinic.com

Amy Kaplan State Farm
813 E. Hwy 199, Springtown, TX
817-220-5222 » amykaplaninsurance.com

Sutton Printing
418 Hwy. 199 E. - Springtown - 817-220-2101
suttonprintingco.com

The Lube Center
324 Hwy. 199 - Springtown - 817-523-3151

Tri-County Reporter

321 W. Main St. - Azle -817-270-3340
tricountyreporter.com

The merchants on this page support our youth in all their activities.

Support them by shopping at home - every chance you get.
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Ravorrer DEVOTIONAL PAGE

This devotional and directory is made possible by these businesses who encourage all of us to attend worship services.

APOSTOLIC FIRST BAPTIST SPRINGTOWN CATHOLIC PROVIDENCE REFORMED EPISCOPAL OTHER
CORNERSTONE APOSTOLIC CHURCH g‘]"7&2gﬂ;';‘252';”" Springlown HOLY TRINITY CATHOLIC 405 Bovie Dr., Weatherford ALIENTO DE DIOS
1801 FM 730 N, Ale 210 800 High Crest Dr, Azle 817-536-7476 2233 . Hwy 199, Springtown
817-400-0612 FRIENDSHIP BAPTIST §17-444-3063 ST. ELISABETH EPISCOPAL 817-521-4694
1 Block N. FM 2048 in Keeter of Springtown off Hwy. 51 5. THE CHURCH AT AZLE 817-739-0504 www.thechurchinpeaster.org
817-433-8220 817-594-5940 or 817-599-4917 1801S. Stewart. Adle GOSPEI. 817-596-8805
ASSEMBLY OF GOD ::I’]“&"A‘:ME,“TSAF ":‘P"ST 817-444-9973 CENTRAL FULL GOSPEL CORNERSTONE
ain in Springrown
FIRST ASSEMBLY OF GOD g AZLE CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP FELLOWSHIP COMMUNITY CHURCH
1020 S.E. Pkwy. Azle 35 West Forty Al 3009 Delaware Tr., Lake Worth 2233 Hwy 199 Eost, Springtown
wy, est Forty Estates., Azle 817-221-LIFE (5433)
817-237-4903 GRACE BAPTIST 817-688-3339 817-237-1919
3 miles N. of Springtown on FAMILY CHURCH
FELLOWSHIP OF LAKE WORTH . GREATER VISION FELLOWSHIP GOSPEL GATHERING ) )
4024 Dakota Trail, Lake Worth Hwy. 51 across from Radio Tower 1801 S, Stewart St Azle FELLOWSHIP 9 miles S. of Springtown on Hwy. 51
817-237-9433 GRACE POINTE CHURCH iy ! 7315 Silver Creek Rd., 817-599-7655
817-825-0485 |
4110 E. Hwy. 199, Springtown Azle, TX 76020 GRACE FELLOWSHIP CHURCH
;']Eovgzﬁg:’;?'?pﬁgfrwﬂk(“ 817-221-5683 THE ABBEY CHURGH | 832-289-8720 2964 W. Hwy 114, Poradise
' acksnoro ., AZle - B
817-523-4462 HERITAGE BAPTIST CHURCH s JEHOVAH'S WITNESSES 940-969-2427
3577 FM 51 N,, Weatherford HILLTOP FAMILY CHURCH
LEGACY CHURGH o CROSSING FELLOWSHIP KINGDOM HALL OF I Cottondale Roud
Hwy. 199 W. at FM 2257, Ale 817-564-3946 : JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES 1227 0ld Cottondale Road,
81720129 | IGLESIA BAUTISTA 120E Main 1, Ade 212 Pearson Lane, Ad Springtoun, 817-220-1177
I ST S Nueva Jerusal BI74064577 s THE FELLOWSHIP
VICTORY CHRISTIAN CENTER ueva Jerusalen el
737 Boyd Rd., Azle 6640 Midway Rd., Springtown CHURCH OF CHRIST LUTHERAN AT PLEASANT GROVE
817.444.LOVE 817-694-0444 AZLE CHURCH of CHRIST 1064 (R4679, Boyd
BAPTIST INDIAN OAKS PRIMITIVE 336 NW Parkway THE EDGE EHUR(IT ATt H0995-8210
BAPTIST CHURCH 817-444-3268 ;?;325357';“;2;'“ e THE HOUSE OF PRAYER
ASH CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH 3229 Shawnee Trail, Lake Worth BRIAR CHURCH of CHRIST 1356 Reno Rd., Springtown
300 South Stewart, Azle $17.937.8441 109 WA Woody R, HOPE LUTHERAN (ELCA) 817-221-2551
817-444-319 (V% block west of FM 730 N. in Briar) 4795 Hwy. 199, Reno POWERHOUSE
LAKE WORTH BAPTIST oo
AGNES INDEPENDENT BAPTIST 4445 Hodgkin, Loke Worth 817-444-7102 817-221-HOPE OF PRAISE CHURCH
0 s . Sngtoun 817-237-4163 MIDWAY CHURGH of CHRIST METHODIST L9 S Prkuay, ok
METROPOLITAN BAPTIST 6400 Midway Rd. 817-221-2107 BOYD UNITED METHODIST
BETHEL MISSIONARY BAPTIST FM 730 North in Boyd BRANDED CROSS
. 6051 Azle Ave., Fort Worth NEWSOME MOUND ROAD
408 S. Ash St., Springtown 940-433-5334 COWBOY CHURCH
817-220-4238 817-237-2201 CHURCH of CHRIST 3282 FM 2048, Boyd 76023
AZLE AVENUE BAPTIST NEW HOPE BAPTIST :;;1(7]0(,';;‘”35;;1; Mound Rd. FIRST METHODIST 17765 707
2901 Adl b 782 New Hope Rd., Reno area CHURCH OF AZLE
zle Ave,, Fort Wor 817,02 2101 NORTHWEST 200 Church St Ale SECRET PLACE MINISTRIES
817- 626-5556 CHURCH of CHRIST 817-444-3323 112 Optimist Rd., Springtown
BY THE WORD BAPTIST NORTHWEST BAPTIST 059 Al Ave. Fort Worh 682-229-1433
gy 5500 Boat Club Rd., Lake Worth e Ave., Fort Wor LIGHTHOUSE FELLOWSHIP
West of FM 730 N. at sign, Briar 817-237-1205 7200 Roberison Rd.. Fort Worth GOSPEL GATHERING FELLOWSHIP
817- 444-3484 817-137-6063 or 817-270-8476 " 7315 Silver Creek Rd at Flatrock Rd, Azle @ 832-
o POOLVILLE CHURCH of CHRIST 817-237-2758 '
CALVARY HEIGHTS BAPTIST st West of F 920 i ool SILVER CREEK 7598720
east of David's Pafio Don Webser, Pastor 6409 FM 7305, Adle
i ’ 1006 Sandy Beach Rd. SOUTHSIDE 2200 Church Rd., Azle pybeny
Springtown, 817-221-2241 ¥ ' 817.444.1387 817-444-4311
Hale, TX 76020 » 817-563-8904 CHURCH of CHRIST o LIGHTHOUSE HARBOR CHURCH
gmm"‘ﬂ'sz sandybeachroad.org 130 W. Bradshaw Lane, Springtown FIRST UNITED METHODIST 1980 Lo il Plcan B
817.504.5 99]“;‘ o Sunday Service 11 am 817-221-2799 Hwy. 51 N & 3rd Street, Springtown 8”_443;35:7( e, Pelican Bay
CHURCH ON THE HILL SILVER CREEK BAPTIST SrRINGTOWN TSI TOT THE LIVING WORD COUNTRY
836 MW Parlovay. Al 730S. & Veal Station Rd., Azle CHURCH of CHRIST POOLVILLE GLOBAL METHODIST CHURCH OF TEXAS
817444 3“; 5“2V°Y' ¢ 817-444-2325 Just west of Hwy. 51 North 1 block W. of FM 920 1240 . Hwy 199, Spingtoun
o NEW BEGINNINGS 817-523-4419 (behind Poolville Post Office) 013 '
CHRISTWAY BAPTIST 817-599-3601 179131717
7673 West Hwy. 199, Agnes BAPTIST CHURCH Zﬁ;ﬁ?:ﬁimm o NEW LIGHTED WAY
817-220-9133 or 817-220-3581 3605 Juckshoro Huy., Azl 25 Hu 199 W, Sor THE CHURCH OF 624 Harbor Dr. Girde, Azle
CLEAR FORK BAPTIST OO AT sromemss JESUS CHRIST OF 174441577
-70U- LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Corner of FM 730 & Ragle R, FRIMERA IGLESIA BAUTISTA CHURCH OF EOD NORTHWEST TEMPLE OF PRAISE
Weatherford, 817-594-1154 g?[]) ?5'0%'8;2{]" hele LPI!EUC\I:_:_];;CI;SYF ij\fx'?SCHRIST 6781 Jackshoro Hwy., Lake Worth
EAGLE MOUNTAIN BAPTIST o g:ﬂ:?ﬁ'ﬂ é';f) 1010 Timberoaks. Ade PRECIOUS FAITH TEMPLE CHURCH
8780 Eagle Min. Girdle, Adle SPRINGTOWN . B17.037.5075 8601 Hwy. 199 @ Vance Godbey's
817.937-4135 ' BAPTIST TEMPLE 4890 East Hwy. 199, Suite 7 -231- THE HOUSE OF PRAYER
FIRST BAPTIST 201 J. E Woudy R, Springtown Spingloun, 8176775108 PENTECOSTAL 1356 Reno Rd,, Springfown
CHURCH OF AZLE B17-523-0376 LAKESIDE CHURCH OF GOD GRACE CHAPEL UNITED PENTECOSTAL 817-221-2551
1017 Boyd Road UNION BAPTIST CHURCH THE WORD@LAKESIDE CHURCH THE RANCH CHRISTIAN
817-444-4878 3451 Sarra Lane, Springtown 9396 Confederate Park Rd. 3508 Shawnee Trail, Lake Worth COWBOY CHURCH
£82.333.1645 (FM 1886) 817-237-5500 817 237-4844 7955 Reed
FIRST BAPTIST CASTLE HILLS eed Rd., Azle 682-327-7082
401 Beverly Rd,, Adle WALNUT CREEK BAPTIST DISCIPLES OF CHRIST PRESBYTERIAN REAL FAMILY FELLOWSHIP
817-797-4706 220 W- Reno Rd. in Reno AZLE CHRISTIAN GRACE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 202 Pearson Lane, Adle
-LLl- urch St., Azle foabt _677-
FIRST BAPTIST LAKE WORTH 817-221-2110 ;‘7 Ch 3" 52 hal 606 Mockingbird Lane, Weatherford 817-677-5963
700 Charbonneau Tr., west side of Effie Morris BIBLE 174443511 817-594-2744 GRACE & FAITH CENTER
Elementary ® 817-237-2624 COMMUNITY BIBLE CENTRAL FHR|ST|AN ORTHODOX PRESBYTERIAN 11701 Jackshoro Hwy., Azle 817-210-6295
FIRST BAPTIST LAKESIDE FELLOWSHIP ;?‘7’25;'4'“3“(;235"' Wentherford CHURCH OF FORT WORTH WESTERN HARVEST FELLOWSHIP CENTER
8801 Jackshoro Hwy., Lakeside 1405 Reynolds Rd., Reno Rl Meeting at Northwest YMCA 6577 0ld Springtown Rd., Weatherford
817-237-8113 817-521-4510 FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH 5315 Boat Club Road, Fort Worth 817-523-2855 or 817-995-9087
FIRST BAPTIST COTTONDALE NORTHWEST BIBLE CHURCH 4th & Main, Paradise 817-989-9800 SHEPHERD’S HEART CHURCH
1 block N. of FM 2123, Cottondale 5025 Jackshoro Hwy., Fort Worth EPISCOPAL ORTHODOX 14435 FM 730 N @ Azle
940-433-5539 817624211 ST. ANNE'S ARCHANGEL GABRIEL 817-444-7777
FIRST BAPTIST POOLVILLE SOLID ROCK BIBLE CHURCH ANGLICAN EPISCOPAL ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN CHURCH WESTERN STAR COWBOY CHURCH
1 block W. of FM 920, Poolville 591 S. Reno Rd., Springtown 6055 Azle Ave., Fort Worth 1157 S. E. Parkway (Jackshoro Highway), Azle 790 (R 3696, Paradise TX 76073
817-594-3916 §17-304-7443 §17-237-1888 817-752-8255 817-688-6887
i ®
Graham Plumbing (o. Subscribe today! || .
COMMERCIAL Our family serving your family since 1908 5 () t‘ *‘J l( (3 l’g
8 Bob White, T C h{qn N D - '
RESIDENTIAL K| e RIxCOUNTY (3 EPORTER PROPANE
- s i and Zack Bellenger
Springtown » Azl £ V|| Vs
Boyd  Weatherford - Funeral Home PR“PANE

M#15899

VOTED BEST OF PARKER COUNTY 8 TIMES!

817-220-2469

<
! Cremation Services

Pre-Need Plans

Azle = Springtown

*50 % *T70%
817-270-3340

TANKS

113 SPEER ST » 817-444-4920

Thank you for your support!

Celebrating over
35 years in business

AZLE CHIROPRACTIC CLINIC
Rodney Gatlin, D.C.
www. azlechiropractic.com

400 BOYD COURT » 817-444-HELP

your visibility!
Contact us about
advertising solutions.

HILLTOP FAMILY CHURCH

1227 0Old Cottondale © 817-220-7177

“Caring about what Jesus
cares about... You!”

817-444-3249 - Fax 817-444-3275
www.eaglecrestvilla.com

STUDIO - 1 bath, 350 sq. ft.
ONE BEDROOM - 1 bath, 450 sq. ft
TWO BEDROOM - 1 bath, 642 sq. ft.

GrahamPlumbingCo.com TR e tricountyreporter.com
ADVERTISE
YOUR BUSINESS E l C
CLEANERS WITH US ag € UIC St 1825 W Hwy. 199,
Sovving Aste & 817-270-3340 SENIOR LIVING COMMUNITY Springtow, X 76082
the conneandly Aaee 1956 and maximize 113 Denver Trail, Azle @ Eﬁy

FOR IMMEDIATE SERVICE, CALL:

817-220-4506

Licensed & Insured in the State of Texas: TX Lic.# TACLAO1475E

RURAL GAS SUPPLY

PROPANE & TANKS cCelebrating 77 Years
140 W. Main St., Azle
817-444-4613

817-270-3340

CALL KIMBERLY TO ADVERTISE

Tri-County Hivusrag

www.tricountyreporter.com
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AD CLASSIFICATIONS

001 Asphalt & Cement
002 Auctions

003 Business/Commercial
004 Business Opportunity
005 Cleaning Services
006 Construction/Contractors
007 Demolition

008 Electrician

009 Excavating

010 Fencing

011 Firewood

012 For Sale

013 Garage & Estate Sale
014 Help Wanted

015 Home Improvement

016 Landscape & Mowing Services

001 Asphalt & Cement Work J 010

Allen Chesney Concrete
All Types of Concrete Work
Residential - Commercial
Foundations, driveways,
sand, gravel, demolition,
haul-off, retaining walls
817-271-4541

BYRUM CONSTRUCTION

Asphalt and Concrete Paving
Driveways © Parking Lots
Asphalt Repairs & Sealcoating
Asphalt Millings  Gravel

Bruce Byrum, Azle, X~ 817-690-2429

Kiley Chesney Construction

@Dirt & Concrete Work ﬁ&;%%‘

Driveways ¢ House Slabs ¢ Garages * Add-ons
Small Land Clean-ups ¢ Gravel Driveways
Kiley Chesney, Owner
Springtown, TX ¢ Mobile 817-846-6645

003 Business/Commercial

40x50 building For Rent,
3 miles west of Springtown.
817-713-7495.

005

Attention:

Carpet Cleaning - 2 rooms $49.00. No
hidden charges. 817-219-6437

Cleaning Services

007 Demolition

McNeely’s

DEMOLITION &
CLEAN UP SERVICE
We Create Vacancy

* Barns

* Houses

* Bobcat
Service

¢ Dirt/Gravel
Spreading

e Tear Down

* Removal

e Haul Off

* Mobile
Homes

e Garages

Free Estimates

817-996-7887

253 Eagles Way, Springtown

008 Electrician

BULLDAWG ELECTRIC CO.

All types of electrical services and MH
hook-ups.
Free Estimates. 817-675-4921

www.bulldawgelectric.com.
TECL#25253.

017 Livestock & Pets
018 Lost & Found

019 Masonry & Stonework

020 Moving & Hauling
021 Painting

022 Plumbing

023 Pressure Washing
024 Real Estate for Rent
025 Real Estate for Sale
026 Repair Services
027 Roofing

028 Sand, Gravel & Soil
029 Small Business
030 Storage

031 Welding

032 Miscellaneous

Fencing

BOBBY’S FENCE. All types, Free
Estimates, Over 26 years experience.
817-444-3213.

KILEY CHESNEY
CONSTRUCTION
All Types Fences - Tractor Work
817-846-6645

(1) Firewood

LEON’S TREE SERVICE. Split Oak and
Pecan wood. Pickup or delivery. 817-
371-8597.

.

.« Production & Safety .

$10.75 A Week

16 Words or Less

¢ Qver 16 words, add 40 cents per word.

e Extras such as Bold, Center & Border are
available for a small fee

« Classified boxed display ads also available
for $10.00 per column inch

* All ads must be paid in advance unless
you have previously established credit

Most ads require payment in advance, but we
do accept VISA, MASTERCARD, DISCOVER or
AMERICAN EXPRESS by phone.

&S
VISA @hu’

DISCOVER 4 AIVIE

NETWORK.

015

Help Wanted

Bonuses Paid Monthly.

« Employer Matching -
:  Retirement Plan : ADVERTISING
013 Garage & Estate Sale [ MG G C SRR WORKS!
TWO IGLOO DOG HOUSES FORSALE | Apply in person at -
817-525-3923 1349 NW Parkway « Azle 817-270-3340

Liquidation Sale. Come See Come

BUY. Closed Sunday and Monday.
Open 9am. 463 Deer Bute 817-525-
3923. Warmer Inside.

Estate Sale-February 14 & 15 8
am to 3 pm 412 Cedarwood Street
Vintage Electronics, Music, Books
and Furniture

014 Help Wanted

Now Hiring: Full-Time Assistant We
are seeking a reliable and dedicated
assistant to join our team! This
position is Monday through Friday,
8 AM to 5 PM. Proficiency in both
English and Spanish is a plus,
especially for assisting Spanish-
speaking clients. To apply or learn
more, please contact 817-773-5288

Springtown ISD is accepting
applications for Bus Drivers and
Monitors. Training available. Contact
the Transportation Dept. 817-220-
1418.

MAINSTREAM group homes are
hiring for FT/PT direct care staff.
Weekday 3:30pm-8:30am shifts

as well as 24-hour weekend shifts.
Work 2 days a week, get paid to
sleep, and have a full-time job! Paid
training, benefits, bonuses, and OT
opportunities. Start $9.00/hr with
quick advancement possible. Call
817-270-2747, Monday-Friday, 9am-
3pm.

Dredge/Equipment Operator needed
in Alvord/Aurora area. For more
information, please call 214-802-
5157

General office help needed.
Experience in the areas of
Accounting, Human Resources,
Property Management would be
preferred but not a requirement. Call
or text 817-773-5288.

/‘

PARKER ELECTR_{

Residential * Commercial ® Industrial
Licensed and Insured

v Charles Parker _
817-229-9228
ParkerElectric@aol.com

In business for over 30 years

Excavating
REED EXCAVATING

* SITE PREPARATION * GRAVEL ROADS
«LOT CLEARING * PARKING LOTS
* DEMOLITION

* STOCK TANKS

* LEVELING
* FINAL GRADE
* LAND EROSION

Dump Truck Hauling 81 1-91 9-3696

_——-—-‘L+
| (i)lh K H/R Office
— 605 N. Bus. 81/287. Suite 102
24’11 % In Person \\ | Decatur, TX 76234
our Service | AlL RESUME /T\
] A - /ﬂo re
Send Your Resume To: R Human R e
e =/
All full-time positions offer growth : (940) ¥
TECL - 18124 opportunities and benefits package including || g, HrINFOGKLEMENTFORD.COM
— Medical, Dental, Vision, Life & Disability Plans.

KARLi E LEMENT

Fleet/Commercial Sales

Experience Preferred, however training
and mentorship provided to selected con-
didate(s) with sales & customer service
experience.

KLEMENT
B LM M

No Positions Available

Klement Distribution, Inc.

INLY

No Positions Available

KARL KLEMENT PROPERTIES, INC.

Residential & Commercial

Office Personnel

Entry & Mid-Level Positions Available

Entry-Level HR:
Must be dependable and organized to

maintain a streamlined process of data
controls,

Mid-Level HR:
Experience as a Generalist with applied
knowledge of various HR functions.

Leasing:

No Experience Needed, however MUST

be well organized, dependable, computer
proficient, and expected to provide superior
customer service. Sales background a plus!

Paid Holidays, Vacation & Training.
Plus 401(K) & more!
EEOC

— +
o
9\1‘QL |>‘A\‘|.I.b[‘-
Corporale Direclor, CHRO

Find Your Handyman
in the Classifieds!

016 Landscape & Mowing

COWBOY LAWN CARE. Handyman
services, residential, farm,
landscaping, tree trimming. Free
Estimates. Firewood for sale, $350 a
cord. 817-271-0450.

RATES

Classified Ad Deadline:
12:00 PM Friday

ADVERTISING WORKS!
Call or email us today to place your
own ad in the classifieds.

classified@tricountyreporter.com

817-270-3340

Reach more than 8,000
households with advertising in
THE TRI-COUNTY REPORTER!

Vlotoaty doce 1t better!

Home Improvement

Devin’s Handyman Service

e Carpentry e Insulation WINTER
— e Cement e Kitchen/ SPECIAL
Now Hiring | |° E;ock_t RBa';h& 20% OFF 3
¢ Granite ¢ Roo with ¢ :
Cl_ass B'_CDL * Tile Gutters thisad! 5
Mixer Drivers| |« Painting ¢ Powerwashing
ceessescsctccccsccsnans ¢ Siding e Decks

Call Devin at 817-629- 9608

Sometimes
you just gotta
call a guy.

Leave some repairs up
to the professionals!

Landscape & Mowing

817-221-2201

SR Chad's Tree Serice

Trimming « Removals « Stump Grinding
Systemic Feeding « Brush Chipping « Cable Bracing

e 817-246-5943
817-800-6059 c:1x

Insured for your protection

Tony’s Tree SCI’VICE

« Trimming « Stump Grinding
« Expert Dead Tree Removal
« Brush Chipping

Senior & Veteran Discounts | FREE Estimates
Bucket Truck & Skid Steer Available

817-266-4603

Fully Insured. BBB A+ Rating

019 Masonry & Stonework [l 024

AZLE, X
ilva
Masonry,.c

CONCRETE

COMMERCIAL * RESIDENTIAL
Landscape Designs, Outdoor Kitchens

Patios, Retaining Walls, Mailboxes

All Types Stone & Brick Work ~ Free
New Construction ® Remodels Esfimates

817-308-6512

email alvarogsilva@verizon.net

020 Moving & Hauling
U.S. Army Retired-but not tired!
Careful moving-Cheap.

Call Big Jim @ 817-237-5151.

021

JERID’S PAINTING
Interior/Exterior
Residential Homes
817-768-0198

Painting

BOBBY MCWILLIAMS
PAINTING

817-821-6377
Interior/Exterior Painting
Residential & New Homes.
50 years experience.

024 Real Estate For Rent

1815 Pelican Oval
2-1-1 $1,395 MO. $1,000 DEP.

1848 Coral Rd.

3-1-1 $1,495 MO. $1,000 DEP.
Gene Thompson & Associates
817-246-4646 gtatx.com

Real Estate For Rent

Nice Duplex in adult RV park, large
porch and fenced yard. $1000/month
all bills paid. 817-444-3760

Rent Special, 2-2 4-PLEX. $1,100/
mo $750/security deposit, WBFP,
walk-in closets, box windows, large
kitchen w/pantry, 1,100 sf. 817-360-
3039.

Nice 1BR RV in adult RV park. Great
for older person on limited income.
Starts at $650/mo. All Bills Paid.
Heritage RV Park 817-444-3760.

1 Bedroom House for Rent. Water
included. $800/month Springtown,
TX 940-229-1045 or 940-255-7966

3 Bedroom, Newly Refurbished.
Appliances. Great Location. No Dogs.
(817) 444-3636 $1500/month

For Lease:

Hwy 199 frontage,
near hospital,
1450 Sq Ft $1100/mo.
817-727-2744
Tony Bryant

3 bed 2 bath DUPLEX Quiet Area,
Very Clean $1500/mo 817-444-3636

RV for rent $750/month. Private
property. Call after 6 pm 682-701-
9988

AZLE OAKS
APARTMENT

700 JARVIS * AZLE
817-444-1712

1 & 2 Bedroom
Unfurnished
Accepting Applications
Rent based on income
TDD:

smmes 800-735-2989 \¥)

This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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817-270-3340

Classifed Deadline 12 pm Friday

ROOFING & METAL | | - ‘ ) H‘&V‘Wl
BulDINGS | | SOLID STEEL SOLUTIONS

¢ Metal Buildings
e Steel Components

817-304-4224

e Fabrication Supplies
* Pipe Fencing

¢ Deer Blinds

¢ Deer Feeders

Opento

the Public

417 N. MAIN ST * SPRINGTOWN

817-523-4137

Hene Bebone The Stonm, Hene Loug Abten.

Bl
s ACCRIDH
s

S
BR

Buying your “In-need-of-repair”
mechanical items - pick-ups, cars, 5th
wheel campers, ATV’s, mobile homes,
pontoon, fishing or large boats,
trailers, forklifts, farm equipment,
zero turn mowers, misc. machinery
and/or equipment. Call fair buyer Dan
at 817-629-7531.

ot S 57 Lol

CALL CLIFF HALL
(817) 228-6293
We go the extra mile to ensure
you get more for your $.
On House Pads, Driveways,

Lot Clearing & Tractor Work, Etc.

Make some room!
Make some money!

REPORTER

030

Storage

INNERSPACE STORAGE. Hwy 199,
Springtown. Now renting all unit
sizes, 24-hour access. 682-842-1414.

817-270-3340

www.tricountyreporter.com

Ash
Storage

Convenient Location
: Corner of Main St. & Locust ¢ Azle

817-444-3292

031 Welding

Oun Business s Metal Budlde
- Aud We're Good!

DESIGN FABRICATION ERECTION

Cofb‘aﬂ METAL
BUILDING SYSTEMS

Fabrication and erection of quality
metal buildings at reasonable prices,
any size - any design

one 817-237-2282
Fax 817-237-0904

Mark Cozart Jeremy Cozart

817-233-6668 817-237-2028

Find Your Handyman
in the Classifieds!

3

Iy
G

="

Metal Building Erectors
* Pre-enginered Weld-up
* Barns/Shops
* Arenas/Hangars
* Fencing

291 Morrow Rd ¢ Springtown
817-220-2150
www.weld-done.net
owner Rodney Vick
817-220-3044

fax 817-523-7639
cell 817-253-1614

T, ml0
Metal Building

Specialist
* Weld Ups/ Bolt Ups
* Pipe Fencing
» Concrete
* Horse Barns

* All Types Fencing
* Metal Roofs

Compare Pricing
NO JOBTOO SMALL

Tri«County REPORTER
817-270-3340

tricountyreporter.com

Tired of always * Welding Supplies
replacing your roof? | |° Concrete Supplies
C:IH us ffor a 8894 W Hwy 199 ¢ Springtown
metal roof quote.
; 817-220-0008
We’l be lene )
abter. the stoune.) |WWW.SOI1DSS.com
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PUBLISHER’S NOTICE

All real estate advertising
in this newspaper is subject
to the Fair Housing Act
which makes it illegal to ad-
vertise “any preference, lim-
itation or discrimination
based on race, color, reli-
gion, sex, handicap, familial
status or national origin, or
an intention, to make any
such preference, limitation
or discrimination.” Famil-
ial status includes children
under the age of 18 living
with parents or legal custo-
dians, pregnant women and
people securing custody of
children under 18.

This newspaper will not
knowingly accept any ad-
vertising for real estate
which is in violation of the
law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings
advertised in this news-
paper are available on an
equal opportunity basis. To
complain of discrimination
call HUD tollfree at 1-800-
669-9777. The toll-free
telephone number for the
hearing impaired is 1-800-
927-9275.
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ENERGY

Backup power — peace of mind. Get a standard
warranty of 7 years, $849 value. Call 888-925-0261,
Briggs & Stratton Energy Solutions.

Prepare for power outages today with a Generac
Home Standby Generator. Act now to receive a FREE
5-Year warranty with qualifying purchase. Call 1-855-
704-8579 today to schedule a free quote. It’s not just a
generator. It's a power move.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Jim’s Metal Roof Coatings — Roof coating: leak
repair, bin tops, roofing (metal/galvanized); painting:
metal building (steel or aluminum), house (exterior).
325-436-4039.

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a new, custom bath
or shower in as little as one day. For a limited time,
waiving ALL installation costs! (Additional terms
apply. Subject to change and vary by dealer. (Offer
ends 3/30/25.) Call 1-855-965-0841.

CELLULAR PHONE SERVICE

Consumer Cellular - the same reliable, nationwide
coverage as the largest carriers. No long-term contract,
no hidden fees and activation is free. All plans feature
unlimited talk and text, starting at just $20/month. For
more information, call 1-855-493-3803.

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with the
compact design and long-lasting battery of Inogen One.
Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual
Insurance Company. Coverage for 400 plus procedures.
Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount plan.
Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental
Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-0467
www.dental50plus.com/txpress #6258

OIL & GAS RIGHTS

We buy oil, gas & mineral rights. Both non-producing
and producing including Non-Participating Royalty
Interest (NPRI). Provide us your desired price for an
offer evaluation. Call today: 806-620-1422. Lobo
Minerals, LLC, PO Box 1800, Lubbock, TX 79408-
1800, LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com.

WATER DAMAGE

WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP & RESTORATION:
A small amount of water can lead to major damage
in your home. Our trusted professionals do complete
repairs to protect your family and your home’s value!
Call 24/7: 1-877-727-3027. Have zip code of service
location ready when you call!

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network

200 Participating Texas N
Start At $250 « Email

NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We

ewspapers ¢ Regional Ads
ads@texaspress.com

urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.
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AIR CONDITIONING AND HEATING
SERVING THE SPRINGTOWN, AZLE, WEATHERFORD & FORT WORTH AREA SINCE 1970

J & E Air Gonditioning
Heating Inc.

Sales - Service
Residential - Commercial

SPRINGTOWN
817-220-4506
www.!andeac.com
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189 Briar Oaks Ln.
Azle, TX 76020

817-992-2696
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Licensed and Insured
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TRWD law enforcement, EML fire partner to
enhance public safety on Eagle Mountain Lake

JOLEE SKINNER

Jolee@tricountyreporter.com

The Tarrant Regional Water
District has significantly
strengthened its emergency
response capabilities on and
around Eagle Mountain Lake
this year through its partner-
ship with the Eagle Mountain
Fire Department. This collab-
oration is part of an initiative
to enhance public safety in
terms of the recreational ar-
eas on Eagle Mountain Lake,
which are frequently visited
by boaters and people who
are fishing.

The TRWD Law
Enforcement Division is led
by Sgt. Rick Odom, who over-
sees security across 14 coun-
ties through the district’s
jurisdiction. Odom is also re-
sponsible for maintaining the
safety of the district’s vast
water resources including
dams and water facilities.

In addition to criminal
investigations and patrol
operations, one of the law en-
forcement team’s top duties
is responding to lake emer-
gencies like boat accidents,
medical emergencies and
drownings.

Until recently, TRWD was
the only agency equipped to
handle these emergencies
on the lake. Police officers,
many trained as EMTs, re-
sponded to calls and pro-
vided medical aid plus they
transport victims to ambu-
lances. However, these emer-
gency calls grew, especially
during the summer season,
and TRWD recognized the
value of collaboration with
the Eagle Mountain Fire
Department to enhance re-
sponse times. The new part-
nership brings big improve-
ments to the lake.

“That obviously helped tre-
mendously with the response

SIGN UP FOR FREE WEEKLY WATERING ADVICE AT:

SavelarrantWater.com

You will receive email reminders telling
you what your lawn needs every week.

Sonar systems help detect
objects like sunken boats or
missing people and provide
evidence in boat accident
investigations.

“We utilize sonar and then
other methods of diagram-
ming and investigating
crimes,” Odom said.

times,” Odom said. “Because
anything out in the lake,
you're going to have delayed
response from getting the
ambulance to the marina and
then getting the patient to the
ambulance.”

TRWD has donated to Eagle
Mountain Fire Department a

24-foot center-console boat In addition to the techno-
with emergency response logical upgrades, the TRWD
tools, including a fire pump LED and EMFD teams will en-

and transport capabilities.
This investment helps with
visibility on the lake.

“You want to be able to
keep your eye on everything,”
Odom said. “While most peo-
ple are out to have fun and
we encourage people to come
out and enjoy the lake, we
want them to be safe about

gage in joint training exercis-
es to improve coordination
during emergencies. These
rescue training scenarios,
which focus on removing in-
jured people from the water,
will ensure first responders
are prepared for unpredict-
able lake incidents.
“Everything on the water is

doing so.” more difficult,” Odom said.
Improving water rescues, “On the water, everything is
the TRWD LED and the EMFD  moving. The training is more

have incorporated cutting- intense because you're work-
edge technology into the boat

like sonar.

trwWdE
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Kyle Stepich, 13, of Azle, spends an afternoon wakeboarding with his family
on Eagle Mountain Lake.

® Enjoy scenic views:at

Eagle Mountain'Park.

Tarrant Regional Water District

Enriching Communities. Improving the Quality of Life.
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TRWD’s Trash Bash: 30 years of keeping Texas water clean

JOLEE SKINNER

Jolee@tricountyreporter.com

For over three decades,
the Tarrant Regional Water
District has led one of the
largest volunteer-driven
environmental cleanups in
North Texas called the “Trash
Bash.” This biannual event
brings in thousands of vol-
unteers to remove litter from
local lakes, rivers and reser-
voirs, aiming to help pre-
serve the region’s waterways
while creating community
engagement.

The first Trash Bash event
was in 1990 and focused on
cleaning up the Trinity River
and Eagle Mountain Lake.
Over the years, it has expand-
ed to fit all TRWD-managed
waterways, including Lake
Bridgeport, Marine Creek
Lake and Richland-Chambers
Reservoir.

The driving force behind

the Trash Bashes are coordi-
nators Hermilo Munez and
Robbie Tompkins.

Each year, TRWD hosts two
sets of Trash Bash events,
one in the spring and an-
other in the fall. However, the
Trinity River cleanup is held
both in the spring and in the
fall.

“The Trinity River, we do
that one twice a year,” Munez
said. “Because this is our larg-
est service area. The Trinity
River we get maybe annually
over 10,000 volunteers total.”

Meanwhile, lake cleanups,
like Eagle Mountain Lake and
Lake Bridgeport, are purpose-
fully scheduled in different
seasons to increase commu-
nity engagement across the
district.

The Trash Bash has grown
into more than just a cleanup
effort — it has become a
huge community tradition.
Tompkins, who has been

involved for over 30 years,
credits the event’s success to
the dedicated volunteers.

“People tell their family and
friends to come out,” Munez.
“And, of course, it’s the ones
that have done it for years
and continue to do it as well.”

To encourage participation,
TRWD employs a range of
outreach strategies, including
newspaper advertisements,
billboards on highways,
school flyers and online pro-
motions. High school kids
even play a significant role in
the Trash Bash events.

“We get a lot of volunteers
from Saginaw High School
kids,” Tompkins said. “Those
kids like to do it. It is a good
opportunity for student
groups and organizations to
get their community service
hours.”

After the big clean up, vol-
unteers can interact with lo-
cal fire and law enforcement

Lrystal

AUTO GLASS

Celebrating 12 Years Serving this Area!

- All technicians are AGSC Certified!

- Trust your vehicle with the pros!

- We offer mobile and in shop service
- We accept all insurances
- Over 24 Years in the Auto Glass industry

Open 8-5 Mon-Fri

817-585-0859

2531 E. Hwy 199, Springtown

EAGLE MOUNTAIN

care for

feline and

canine

VE+ERINARY CLINIC

HOURS: M 8:00-5:30, Closed for Lunch 12:00-1:30 ® Sat

8:00-12:00

Dr. Dustin Fields 729 Boyd Road, Azle
817-444-3289
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Families gather to participate in the Tarrant Regional Water District Trash Bash.

departments and explore the
watershed education trailer,
which is a mobile trailer that
educates the public about
the watersheds and how to
protect them. The after party
is a celebration for all the
volunteers’ hard work done
that day.

A major part of the Trash
Bash is the partnership with
the Literati app. This app al-
lows volunteers to document
and categorize litter collect-
ed, providing data on the pol-
lution patterns.

“This app is the future of
cleanups,” Munez said. “Each
person, through their phone,
can now document litter
data. We've started amassing
data over a lot of litter that
people pick up at all of our
waterways. We've amassed
litter data from over 52,000
individual’s litter pieces. We

try to publish that data and
tell people here’s what you've
helped pick up.”

TRWD tracks these num-
bers to assess the event’s
impact and continuously
upgrade its approach to the
waterways.

Looking ahead, TRWD
wants to increase volunteer
turnout at new cleanup sites,
particularly at Marine Creek
Lake and Richland Chambers
Reservoir. Beyond picking
up trash, TRWD wants to cre-
ate long-term environmental
responsibility. Munez hopes
this will increase the pro-
gram’s environmental impact
over the next five years.

“Something we like to
preach about is we are stew-
ards creating more stew-
ards,” Munez said. “But not
only are we trying to give
these communities an op-

portunity to contribute to
their neighborhoods. They
use these waterways recre-
ationally. It all comes back
to benefit themselves. We're
hoping that they become not
just stewards who are trying
to help prevent litter wherev-
er they live, but hopefully this
also teaches, especially the
younger generation, how to
be a good public citizen.”
Whether you're a student
earning service hours, a fam-
ily looking for a meaningful
weekend activity or a resident
invested in preserving local
waterways, Trash Bash offers
away to make a difference.
To learn more about up-
coming events and how to
get involved, visit www.trwd.
comy/trashbash/.
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e Removals

e Stump Grinding
e Trimming

o Free Estimates

Chad Green

Owner/Operator
Satisfaction

Your Community Hearing Healthcare Clinic

AZLE HEARING

¢ Hearing Evaluations

¢ Hearing Aid Fitting

e Tinnitus
Management

¢ Far \Wax Removal
e Custom Ear Molds

e Hearing Aid
Maintenance & Repair

Dr. Erich Gessling, Au. D.
324 Northwest Parkway, Suite 100, Azle, TX 76020

817-752-2033

¢ Systemic Tree Feeding

817-246-5943

¢ Insured for your protection

TREE
SERVICE

¢ Commercial & Residential

Tarrant
County
College
District

Northwest Campus

Customers
who use
Joe Rider
Propane
SAVE an
average of
$250/year!

Switch Today
and get a FREE
$25 gift card!

SERVING THE AZLE AREA SINCE 1954
FREE SYSTEM CHECK ¢ NO FEES

JocRider 0
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Call Us At 817-237-3325

TC : | Tarrant County College
!

4801 Marine Creek Pkwy
Fort Worth, TX 76179
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Building excellence

ZACH FREEMAN

azlereporter@tricountyreporter.com

In recent decades, Tarrant
Regional Water District’s Law
Enforcement Division has
grown and branched out, im-
proving the agency’s efficien-
cy and ensuring the safety
of local water resources, like
Eagle Mountain Lake and
those who use it.

Lt. Randall Cocke is one of
the many dedicated public
servants who have shaped
the department into what
itis today. While he retired
from his full-time position
in November, he remains a
part-time employee to guide
TRWD through its transition.

Randall began his employ-
ment with the district in 1995

as a general repair technician.

By 2005, he had attended
the Tarrant County College
Police Officer Academy and
transferred to the district’s
Law Enforcement Division as
a patrol officer.
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Needing help with your pool or equipment?
Call us for all pool repairs!

25+ YEARS OF EXPERIENCE
FOR ALL YOUR POOL NEEDS

Pool Supply, Repairs & Maintenance

® Equipment plumbing and repairs
® Free water testing at our store
® Free estimates - call or text us today!

1401 SE Pkwy Azle » 817-238-0890

Retiring TRWD lieutenant speaks on impact,
future of law enforcement division

“My family were always in

public safety,” Cocke said.

“I' had a father and broth-

er, both at Fort Worth Fire
Department. My dad was a
battalion chief there for al-
most 30 years, so it was kind
of anatural fit just to move
over into public safety. In my
early days, it’s not some-
thing I'looked at, doing law
enforcement, but once I got
into it, it seemed like it was a
great fit for me. It allowed me
to help people and actually
make a difference.”

TRWD’s Law Enforcement
Division Chief David Geary
said Cocke’s leadership abili-
ties and constant desire to
improve facilitated his pro-
motion to sergeant in 2009
and lieutenant by 2014.

“He was the driving force
behind the scenes that trans-

/. AQUALINE POOLS

X

formed the Law Enforcement
Division into the highly re-
garded professional agency
of today,” Geary said. “His
drive and thirst for knowl-
edge coupled with his ability
and demand for excellence
not only created a great staff
but the policies and proce-
dures to support it. His lead-
ership helped to build every
aspect of what is now a fully
functional multi-talented
group dedicated to excellence
and service.”

Geary credits Cocke with
the creation of its recovery
dive team, the establishment
of the TRWD Communication
and Dispatch Center, integra-
tion of the computer-aided
dispatch system and the im-
plementation of emergency
watercraft training.

Geary said, “his leadership
ability, integrity and over-
all masterful skillset,” were
Cocke’s greatest contribu-
tions to TRWD. “He set the
bar for excellence.”

In the past, Cocke said,
TRWD was reliant on other
agencies, groups and individ-
uals to complete certain tasks
and always behind the bell
curve when it came to get-
ting responses that it needed.
Over the course of his career,

Cocke decided that if he
couldn’t get the results he
wanted, it was better if his
own agency could do these
jobs itself.

“With anything, if you actu-
ally take ownership of a pro-
gram, you get to actually ben-
efit the most from it,” Cocke
said. “We were on the water
all the time and if we had to
wait on divers to make recov-
eries or look for evidence, we
wait a half a day or a day, or
maybe two days to get that
accomplished. It's mission
effective, really. So, we came
up with the idea to just do it
ourselves. It’s the same with
the dispatch center. That was
probably one of my biggest
goals before I retired, was
to create a fully functioning
communication center. We
had services from other de-
partments and you don’t get
full service if you don’t own
the program.”

Cocke said seeing the com-
munications center realized
was one of his career’s two
biggest accomplishments.
The center started from
scratch and took years of
planning to achieve. With his
time at TRWD now coming to
an end, Cocke said he feels
secure in its future.

Quilt Fabric
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Randall Cocke

“We hired a really good
group of people,” Cocke said.
“It was time, and it felt right
to hand the torch over. The
people that came up, especial-
ly Vicki and Chris, are perfect
for the job. They know what
they’re doing, which always
helps and they're responsible,
they’re motivated. If Treally,
truly had to pick one of my
best accomplishments, it’s
really not the programs that
I started, it’s the people that I
hired and hopefully motivat-
ed and mentored.”

One of the things that
Cocke loved most about his
job was getting to spend
most of his days outdoors
and having the freedom to
explore and patrol such a

PHOTO COURTESY TRWD

large jurisdiction by foot,
bike, all-terrain-vehicle and
boat. Once his part-time role
is over, Cocke looks forward
to being back outdoors, hunt-
ing, hiking and fishing.

Cocke stressed that he
couldn’t have done it without
the 30 years of guidance and
leadership from his chief.

“You don’t see a lot of agen-
cies that have chiefs that last
as long as they do. If you look
at any municipality, they go
through chiefs every five or
seven years and we’ve had
one for close to 30 years now.
You don’t see that very often.
So, it’s a credit to David on
being a good person first,
and a great chief and a great
friend.”

RURAL GAS SUPPLY

Celebrating 79 Years

140

. Main St.
817-444-4613

REFILLS |
AVAILABLE! |

e Azle
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408 Central Dr., Azle
817-444-8827

Next to the Drive-thru of PNC Bank
www.azlenwpt.com
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TRWD Master Recreationa
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JOLEE SKINNER

Jolee@tricountyreporter.com

The Tarrant Regional
Water District is charting
a new course for outdoor
recreation with a first-ev-
er Recreation Master Plan.
Designed to enhance access
to parks, trails and open
spaces, the plan will bal-
ance recreation with TRWD’s
mission of water supply and
flood control. Lexi McCalip is
the floodway and construc-
tion director at TRWD.

We really want to be a good
steward of the property and
the resources that we own
by making it available to the
public, so they feel safe to
recreate there,” McCalip said.
“That’s the general theme of
the whole entire document.”

McCalip explained the mas-
ter plan’s creation.

“The district decided we

wanted to have our first ever
recreation master plan,”
McCalip said. “This is the first
one that we've ever done, al-
though recreation has been a
part of our mission for years.”

In the last year, TRWD
created its recreational
goals by holding 10 pub-
lic meetings across Tarrant
County, including sessions
at Lighthouse Fellowship
Church, Northwest
Library and Azle City Hall.
Additionally, an online sur-
vey gathered nearly 1,000 re-
sponses from residents.

“We had a lot of public
input from there,” McCalip
said. “This feedback helped
shape the plan.”

The plan includes improve-
ments to existing recreation-
al sites like Eagle Mountain
Park, Twin Points Park and
Walnut Creek near Azle High
School. The district also

manages a loop trail around
Marine Creek Lake and plays
arole in Fort Worth’s exten-
sive Trinity River trails.
Because easily accessible

trails have already been de-
veloped, the focus is now on
improvements that need to

be made to the trails. One ma-

jor initiative includes lighted
loop trails along the Trinity
River, providing a safe, il-
luminated space for early
morning and evening recre-
ation. The district is also pri-
oritizing trail stripping and
improving signs to enhance
pedestrian and cyclist safety
in high-traffic zones.

Additionally, the district is
pursuing a forestry grant to
plant more trees and expand
wildflower areas, that will en-
hance erosion control while
maintaining responsible land
stewardship.

The master plan outlines

PHOTO COURTESY JULIE INCE

Large mouth bass caught in Eagle Mountain Lake, out from Shady Grove park.
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Family dog enjoying a day on Eagle Mountain Lake.

short, mid and long-term
projects with a three to five-
year focus. Implementation
depends on available funding
and partnerships with local
entities such as the City of
Fort Worth, Tarrant County
and the school districts.

“The big aspirational proj-
ect would be developing the
Walnut Creek property into a
nature reserve area,” McCalip
said. “That area is going to be
hard to develop. We’ll have

to have significant partners
with the city and the coun-
ty, possibly even the school
district.”

While some projects may
have temporary trail clo-
sures or detours, the district
will aim to minimize the
disruptions.

“We always try to offer a
detour of some sort to go
around the construction
while its happening,” McCalip
said. “We try to work through

PHOTO COURTESY SARA DYGERT

the progress and let people
still have access around the
site. But when it is under full
construction, we can’t let the
public in there when we have
big heavy equipment.”

As funding becomes more
available and partnerships
are formed, residents can ex-
pect to see more state-of-the-
art enhancements to the local
parks and trails — giving the
community better access to
outdoor recreation.
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Welcome to Azle Manor - the cornerstone in
Rehabilitation and Skilled Nursing care.

Azle @Manor

HEALTH CARE & REHABILITATION

Accepting Medicare, Medicaid, United Healthcare,
Blue Cross and Blue Shield, Cigna and many more.

721 Dunaway Lane, Azle, 76020
817-444-2536 « www.azle-manor.com

Locally Owned and Serving the Community for Over 50 Years
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“Pushing the envelope”

Lt. Chris Akers speaks on continuing improvements

in TRWD law enforcement

ZACH FREEMAN

azler eporter@tricountyreporter.com

AZLE — Whether it’s man-
aging clowns or cops, Lt.
Chris Akers can do both.

He joined TRWD as a gener-
al repairman 25 years ago at
age 19 and moved around to
several different roles. While
working at its Fort Worth
operations, Akers changed
his career trajectory. Having
some interest in the job,
Akers got the opportunity to
do aride-along with then-
patrolman Randall Cocke,
who later become a lieuten-
ant. Cocke officially retired in
November 2024 but remains
on a part-time basis to guide
TRWD as it transitions.

“Throughout that, the
teamwork, the camaraderie,
which is really something we
have throughout the district,
Ireally fell into that.”

Akers put himself through
college and the police acad-
emy at night while working
for the water district during
the day and eventually he
was qualified to join TRWD’s

Law Enforcement Division as
a patrolman. Over the years,
Akers worked his way up to
sergeant where he was re-
sponsible for a supervising
a team that protects TRWD
employees, infrastructure
and resources, as well as
supporting safe recreational
activities.

“Our officers are widely
trained in a lot of specific ar-
eas, watercrafts and under-
water investigations,” Akers
said. “We’re always pushing
that envelope so that we're
the experts to not only per-
form, but also to help train
and mentor other depart-
ments throughout the state.”

As a certified public safety
diver, he has also investi-
gated underwater search and
rescue calls and water fatali-
ties. In addition to his thou-
sands of hours of on-the-job
training, Akers has continued
his education by pursuing a
bachelor’s degree in crimi-
nal justice supervision at
Tarleton University.

“I've always kind of been a,
Iwould say (in) ‘air quotes,’

like a peacemaker growing
up and stuff like that,” Akers
said. “I never really had the
whole strong ‘I want to be a
cop’ thing but as I grew into
the job Ifound that’s what I
want. That’s what I am. They
say if you do what you love,
it won’t ever be work. This is
the one job where it doesn’t
feel like I'm going to work ev-
ery day.”

With the November retire-
ment of Cocke, Akers was
promoted to lieutenant. Some
of his new duties as lieu-
tenant include maintaining
TRWD'’s budget, personnel
and equipment. Akers said
his biggest career goal is to
continue the improvement
and growth pushed by his
predecessor.

“I have big shoes to fill,”
Akers said. “I've worked
alongside or under Randy
for four years and watched
him take his goals and what
he hopes our department
becomes. I want to continue
that, the momentum that
he pushed and seeing the
growth and what we’ve done,

that.”

and the professionalism and
what we’ve become, I want

Along with being one of the
newest lieutenants at Tarrant
Regional Water District,
Akers also heads the clown

Tarrant Regional Water District Lt. Chris Akers

unit for local Shriners hospi-
tals, where he volunteers with
his wife and kids. He said it is
always extremely gratifying
to see the immediate happi-
ness and help that his work
as “Kranky the Clown” can

COURTESY PHOTO

have for patients and their
families. He has also vol-
unteered at the Fort Worth
Stock Show and Rodeo, re-
uniting lost children with
their families and other secu-
rity matters.

TRWD Board of Directors for 2025

James Hill

Leah M. King

Mary Kelleher

Vice President, Term 2021-2025

Mr. Hill was elected to the
TRWD Board in 2017. Born and
raised in Fort Worth, he is a
graduate of the Business Honors
Program at the University of
Texas at Austin. In addition,
he received his MBA in the
Accelerated Program at TCU.
A banking executive with
significant experience in finance
and real estate, Mr. Hill is also
very active in the community. He
and his wife have two kids and
live in Fort Worth.

2L

trwd

President, Term 2021-2025

Mrs. King joined the TRWD
Board of Directors in 2017. She
is currently the president and
chief executive officer for United
Way of Tarrant County. Mrs. King
is very active in the community,
and serves on many boards and
committees throughout Fort
Worth and Tarrant County. She is
also a member of the Leadership
Fort Worth 2010 and Leadership
North Texas 2011 classes. She
and her husband, Barry, have
one son.

Tarrant
Regional
Water
District

W
g

368
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Whether you're starting a business or
have been in business for yeans...

Reliable

¢t R %) Year-Round
TAX SERVICES

1355 NW Parkway,

817-270-2574
RYRTax.com

Ste. 104

Secretary, Term 2021-2025

Mrs. Kelleher lives in east Fort
Worth along the Trinity River
where she and her husband,
Larry Langston, operate a
cattle  ranch. She became
interested in TRWD after their
farm flooded from the Trinity
River. Mary served on TRWD's
board from 2013 to 2017 and is
passionate about water issues.
Mary strives to provide citizens
with information and insight
into TRWD policies and business
practices.

TRWD is dedicated

to providing the
communities we

serve with a reliable

and sustainable

water supply, vital

flood protection, and
outstanding recreational
opportunities.

Local Delivery ¢ UPS

119 Industrial Ave.
Next to Dollar General

817-444-2222

Digital & Gloss Full Color Business Cards
Gloss Full ¢ Color Post Cards © Yard Signs
Full Color Banners e Copy Paper

29

Digital
Business Cards

ONLY $2 999

GET QUOTES
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Paxton Motheral
Term 2023-2027

Paxton Motheral was
elected to the TRWD board in
2023. A Fort Worth native, he
graduated from Trinity Valley
School and earned a BBA. in
Finance with an emphasis in
Real Estate, as well as a BS. in
Ranch Management from Texas
Christian  University. He also
attended the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology where
he pursued a Master of Science
in Real Estate Development. Mr.
Motheral serves as Vice President
of Cassco Development Co. He
is also involved in many civic
and real estate industry specific
organizations  including the
boards of Streams & Valleys,
the Fort Worth Stock Show and
Rodeo and the Sportsmen’s Club
of Fort Worth. He is also actively
involved in the Urban Land
Institute and the Real Estate
Council of Greater Fort Worth.

C.B.Team
Term 2023-2027

CB. is a 5th generation and
lifelong Fort Worth resident. He
is a Partner and Principal at Ellis &
Tinsley, Inc. He holds both Texas
and Colorado Real Estate Brokers
Licenses. C.B.takes his profession
a step further investing his time
into community development.
CB.  has volunteered  as
a Livestock Department
Superintendent at the Fort
Worth Stock Show and Rodeo
every winter and was appointed
to its Board of Directors in 2021.
He isa graduate of The University
of Texas at Austin, serves on
numerous local boards, and is a
commercial-rated pilot. CB. lives
in Fort Worth with his wife and
their two children.

TRI COUNTY APPLIANCE
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TRI COUNTY APPLIANCE
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In case of disaster, call Bailey

ZACH FREEMAN

azlereporter@tricountyreporter.com

Tarrant Regional Water
District’s Law Enforcement
Division Chief David Geary
called 2025 a “new era of
leadership and responsibili-
ties.” Among the new lead-
ers of the agency’s growing
departments is Emergency
Management and Security
Operations Coordinator Lt.
Victoria Bailey.

Formerly an Azle Police
Department dispatcher and
patrol officer, in June 2015
she was approached about
working for TRWD as a patrol
officer. Today she oversees
her own team of dispatchers.

For most of her life, law
enforcement has been close
to Bailey’s heart. Growing up,
she was often near her father,

Tim Green 817-344-8464
Billy Green 817-939-7545

atextrash.com

who was a police officer in a
small Nevada town, while he
was writing reports or train-
ing. She eagerly joined her
high school’s police work
study program where she got
a glimpse into the day-to-day
duties of an officer.

After high school, she
joined the United States
Marines and then went to
college to pursue criminal
justice. When Bailey moved
to Texas in 2006, she secured
ajob at Azle’s 911 dispatch
center for police, fire and
EMS. The APD sent her to the
police academy where she
graduated in 2009. She then

moved to the criminal investi-

gation division and managed
APD’s community outreach
program. At the time, Azle
managed the dispatch servic-
es for TRWD, so Bailey came

e Family Owned &
Operated

¢ Quistanding
Reputation

e Over 14 years
in business

* Locally Owned,
No Contracts,
No Hidden Fees

* 14Yd. Roll Off

Introducing

to know the organization and
its employees.

Under the leadership of
Geary and Lt. Randall Cocke,
TRWD began its own dispatch
center in 2019. By that time,
Bailey had risen through the
ranks and was working on a
master’s degree in disaster
management. She quickly be-
came the most qualified and
capable candidate to head
up the new department as
coordinator. On top of her re-
sponsibilities as a lieutenant,
Bailey now heads a six-person
dispatch team answering
calls around the clock, serves
on the security planning team
and safety steering team.

“My career path is neat to
reflect back on; day to day
I don’t recall any catalyst
career moments, but I was
clearly blessed with direc-

tional opportunities—I'm
appreciative for sure! Of
course I can't take credit for
the TRWD Communications
Center, inception was prior to
my involvement—Lt Cocke,
who your article is featuring,
gets the accolades,” Bailey
said.

Bailey and her team serve
as the bridge between TRWD
other agencies, first respond-
ers and contractors. As part
of her job duties, she’s estab-
lished the necessary relation-
ships and planning to ensure
that all parties can more
quickly react and recover in
the event of a major emergen-
cy. The department operates
much like a 911 dispatch of-
fice, while also receiving and
disseminating water district-
related community concerns.

During the city of Fort
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Worth’s Fourth of July cel-
ebration, Bailey coordinates
and trains local agencies in
emergency response and how
to handle the event’s nearly
100,000 annual attendees.
Bailey said her role requires
constant flexibility with no
two situations ever being ex-
actly the same.

“Motivating others through
mitigation efforts and train-
ing in scenario-based conver-

PHOTO COURTESY TRWD
Tarrant Regional Water District Lt. Victoria Bailey

sation can be a bit cumber-
some,” Bailey said. “So, I get
the most geeked-out when
what would otherwise be a
disastrous event ends up as
merely unscheduled tasks for
all involved... Because every-
one did their preparedness
part prior.”

Outside of work, Bailey
and her family enjoy the
outdoors, beekeeping and
traveling.
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SAFETY

FROM PAGE B1

ing on a body of water. People
don’t realize how much hard-
eritis.”

Public education about
lake safety is a key focus for
the TRWD law enforcement
division. Officers regularly
visit schools and host water
safety training sessions for
local communities to reduce
accidents and educate people
about regulations. Officers
also stress the importance of
having the correct navigation
lighting, as bright lights can
confuse other boaters and
create safety hazards.

“The trend that we see in-
creasing is these boats are

PAINT & BODY
WRECK-A-MENDED

* Paintless Dent Repair

* Insurance Claims Welcome
 Lifetime Warranty

» Certified Collision Specialist

* All Makes Foreign & Domestic

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1985
1500 Boyd Rd, Azle, TX 76020 - 817-444-0034

Calendar of Events

 Monthly Luncheons
1st Tuesday of Each Month,
Location: 404 Main St.

e Ambassadors Meet 1st
Thursday of Each Month

Clay Shoot
March 21, 2025

Chamber Golf

Tournament
May 9, 2025

Sting Fling
September 13, 2025

Christmas On Main Street
December 6, 2025

817-444-1112

|
404 W. Main, Suite 102 Il

Mon - Thurs 8 am - 5 pm,
Fri 8 am - 4 pm

www.azlechamber.com

coming from the factory with
these LED dock lights on
them and they are extremely
bright,” Odom said. “They are
brighter than car headlights.”

The TRWD regularly con-
ducts safety inspections to
ensure that boats comply
with regulations. The overall
goal is to create a safe envi-
ronment for everyone using
the lake.

With the partnership with
TRWD LED and EMFD, the
departments are poised to
deliver a higher level of ser-
vice to residents and visitors
to Eagle Mountain Lake. The
combined expertise of both
agencies will ensure a quick-
er, more efficient response to
emergencies.

COURTESY PHOTO
Kayaking down Walnut Creek off Eagle Mountain Lake.
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The Azle Area Chamber of Commerce is a voluntary organization of
business owners and individuals who invest their time and money in a
community development program — working together to improve the
economic, civic and cultural well-being of the area.

If you are interested in being a part of your growing community, we
encourage you to become a member of your Chamber of Commerce.
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Be part of the future home of the Azle Area Chamber of Commerce!
We are excited to announce that our chamber is working to build its permanent home at 256 W. Main Street in
Azle, and we want you to “leave your mark” with us by purchasing a brick for your family or business!
These special bricks will be part of the walkway from Main Street to our office door. Two brick sizes are available:

* 4” x 8” with three lines of engraving
(up to 16 characters, including spaces) for $300

* 8” x 8” with seven lines of engraving
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your family name
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Protecting Eagle Mountain Lake

JOLEE SKINNER

Jolee@tricountyreporter.com

Eagle Mountain Lake is a vi-
tal water source and a popu-
lar recreational area in North
Texas, but it faces ongoing
challenges due to stormwa-
ter runoff and sediment ac-
cumulation. The Integrated
Stormwater Management
(iSWM) program has taken an
active role in advocating for
the lake’s protection. Created
by the North Central Texas
Council of Governments, this
advocacy group works along-
side municipalities and gov-
ernments to implement the
best management practices
for stormwater control.

While it doesn’t have direct
jurisdiction over stormwa-
ter management, the orga-
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A collaborative approach to
stormwater management

nization collaborates with
cities that oversee these
regulations. iSWM’s focus is
on developments near the
lake that could significantly
impact water quality due to
stormwater runoff. Jennifer
Owens is an environmen-
tal technician at the Tarrant
Regional Water District and
a spokesperson for the iSWM
program.

“Our role is to really advo-
cate for the lake and work in
partnership with the cities
that do have authority over
stormwater control,” Owens
said.

One of iSWM’s primary

EAGLE MOUNTAIN PARK

@ Shelters and Pavilions

@ Trail Signs

Main Park Trail - 1.79 Miles
Northwest Trail - 0.92 Miles
Ridge Loop Trail - 0.89 Miles
South Overlook Trail - 0.52 Miles
Overlook Trail - 0.24 Miles
Shoreline Trail - 1.46 Miles

Park Entrance - 0.19 Miles

roles is visiting sites after
significant rainfall on the
lake. iSWM personnel inspect
developments like houses
or businesses and assess the
stormwater control mea-
sures. Then, the information
is shared with the residing
municipalities to ensure
compliance with stormwater
management regulations.

“We're not enforcing
regulations, but we provide
supplemental information
to local authorities so they
can take appropriate action,”
Owens said. “That’s really
what our effort is about.”

A key concern of iSWM is

"] Park Boundary

EAGLE MOUNTAIN LAKETRAILS

The trails at Eagle Mountain Park are some of the best you will find in North Texas.
These trails aren't made for biking, but are instead for hiking, walking, and sometimes
running. The Eagle Mountain Park trails are well maintained and are mostly between
5 and 10 feet wide. The trail system in this park is about 5 miles long with six distinct
trails. Wildlife are abundant throughout the trail system. You will also find picnic tables,

benches, water fountains, and sometimes restrooms.

You will also see some of the most beautiful views of Eagle Mountain Lake that you
can find anywhere. The trails are open from sunrise to 30 minutes after sunset seven

days a week and are completely free.
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sediment runoff, which can
reduce the lake’s water stor-
age capability and decrease
the water quality.

“By keeping the sediment
on site, keeping it from com-
ing into the lake, by main-
taining our water capacity,
it keeps us from having to
develop a new reservoir,”
Owens said.

To achieve this, iSWM
encourages quality mainte-
nance of stormwater control
measures, such as sediment
barriers and erosion control.
This advocacy group also
educates the public on these
overlooked problems.

“Our watershed group does
alot for education,” Owens
said. “The more we can pro-
tect the water quality, that
helps improve the function of
the lake.”

EAGLE MOUNTAIN
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+  Day Use Only—Gates close 30 :
minutes after sunset

- No motorized vehicles off .
designated roadways

« No campfires

Public engagement is an-
other important aspect of
iSWM’s efforts. The organiza-
tion educates residents about
stormwater management and
addresses concerns in regard
to new developments near
the lake. iSWM emphasizes
that stormwater infrastruc-
ture is designed to handle
runoff from normal rain but
could be overwhelmed during
heavy rainstorms.

“That first inch-and-a-half
of water that runs off the site
is really the most critical in
terms of the water quality
coming off the site,” Owens
said. “It’s an important thing
for people to understand.”

iSWM also supports green
infrastructure initiatives,
including permeable pave-
ments and rain gardens.
However, since participation

is voluntary, implementation
depends on a developers’
willingness to participate in
these practices

“We have resources avail-
able for those interested and
we encourage municipalities
to incorporate these meth-
ods,” Owens said.

As Eagle Mountain Lake
continues to see rapid devel-
opment, maintaining water
quality remains a top prior-
ity. The ongoing collabora-
tion between municipalities,
developers and residents is
helping to reduce stormwater
impact. Looking ahead, iSWM
is working on the Watershed
Protection Plan which, if ap-
proved, could lead to more
funding and initiatives to fur-
ther protect Eagle Mountain
Lake.
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