
Reach more than 8,000 households with 
advertising in THE TRI-COUNTY REPORTER!

Nobody does it better!

CLASSIFIED 
AD DEADLINE:  

12:00 PM FRIDAY 
Advertising Works! Call or email us today 
to place your own ad in the classifieds.

classified@tricountyreporter.com

817-270-3340

CLASSIFIEDS
RATES

001 Asphalt & Cement
002 Auctions
003 Business/Commercial
004 Business Opportunity
005 Cleaning Services
006 Construction/Contractors
007 Demolition
008 Electrician
009 Excavating
010 Fencing
011 Firewood
012 For Sale
013 Garage & Estate Sale
014 Help Wanted
015 Home Improvement
016 Landscape & Mowing Services

017 Livestock & Pets
018 Lost & Found
019 Masonry & Stonework
020 Moving & Hauling
021 Painting
022 Plumbing
023 Pressure Washing
024 Real Estate for Rent
025 Real Estate for Sale
026 Repair Services
027 Roofing
028 Sand, Gravel & Soil
029 Small Business
030 Storage
031 Welding
032 Miscellaneous

AD CLASSIFICATIONS
$10.75 A Week

16 Words or Less

Most ads require payment in advance, but we 
do accept VISA, MASTERCARD, DISCOVER or 

AMERICAN EXPRESS by phone.

• Over 16 words, add 40 cents per word.
•  Extras such as Bold, Center & Border are 

available for a small fee
•  Classified boxed display ads also available 

for $10.00 per column inch
•  All ads must be paid in advance unless 

you have previously established credit

THURSDAY, February 6, 2025

001 Asphalt & Cement Work
Allen Chesney Concrete
All Types of Concrete Work
Residential - Commercial
Foundations, driveways, 
sand, gravel, demolition, 
haul-off, retaining walls
817-271-4541

003 Business/Commercial
40x50 building For Rent, 
3 miles west of Springtown. 
817-713-7495.

005 Cleaning Services
Attention:
Carpet Cleaning - 2 rooms $49.00. No 
hidden charges. 817-219-6437

007 Demolition

008 Electrician
BULLDAWG ELECTRIC CO. 
All types of electrical services and MH 
hook-ups. 
Free Estimates. 817-675-4921
www.bulldawgelectric.com. 
TECL#25253.

009 Excavating

010 Fencing
BOBBY’S FENCE. All types, Free 
Estimates, Over 26 years experience. 
817-444-3213.

KILEY CHESNEY
CONSTRUCTION

All Types Fences - Tractor Work
817-846-6645

011 Firewood
LEON’S TREE SERVICE. Split Oak and 
Pecan wood. Pickup or delivery. 817-
371-8597.

013 Garage & Estate Sale
TWO IGLOO DOG HOUSES FOR SALE 
817-525-3923

Liquidation Sale. Come See Come 
BUY. Closed Sunday and Monday. 
Open 9am. 463 Deer Bute 817-525-
3923. Warmer Inside.

014 Help Wanted
Springtown ISD is accepting 
applications for Bus Drivers and 
Monitors. Training available. Contact 
the Transportation Dept. 817-220-
1418.

MAINSTREAM group homes are 
hiring for FT/PT direct care staff.  
Weekday 3:30pm-8:30am shifts 
as well as 24-hour weekend shifts.  
Work 2 days a week, get paid to 
sleep, and have a full-time job!  Paid 
training, benefits, bonuses, and OT 
opportunities.  Start $9.00/hr with 
quick advancement possible. Call 
817-270-2747, Monday-Friday, 9am-
3pm.

Dredge/Equipment Operator needed 
in Alvord/Aurora area. For more 
information, please call 214-802-
5157

HOUSEKEEPER NEEDED 2 TIMES 
PER MONTH SMALL 2 BED 2 BATH  
LAKE WORTH PLEASE CALL 336-
981-4143

General office help needed. 
Experience in the areas of 

Accounting, Human Resources, 
Property Management would be 
preferred but not a requirement. 

Call or text 817-773-5288.

014 Help Wanted

016 Landscape & Mowing
COWBOY LAWN CARE. Handyman 
services, residential, farm, 
landscaping, tree trimming. Free 
Estimates. Firewood for sale, $350 a 
cord. 817-271-0450.

017 Livestock & Pets

019 Masonry & Stonework

020 Moving & Hauling
U.S. Army Retired-but not tired! 
Careful moving-Cheap.
Call Big Jim @ 817-237-5151.

021 Painting
JERID’S PAINTING 
Interior/Exterior 
Residential Homes
817-768-0198

024 Real Estate For Rent
1815 Pelican Oval
2-1-1 $1,395 MO. $1,000 DEP.

1848 Coral Rd.
3-1-1 $1,495 MO. $1,000 DEP.
Gene Thompson & Associates
817-246-4646 gtatx.com

Nice Duplex in adult RV park, large 
porch and fenced yard. $1000/month 
all bills paid. 817-444-3760

024 Real Estate For Rent
Rent Special, 2-2 4-PLEX. $1,100/
mo $750/security deposit, WBFP, 
walk-in closets, box windows, large 
kitchen w/pantry, 1,100 sf. 817-360-
3039.

Nice 1BR RV in adult RV park. Great 
for older person on limited income. 
Starts at $650/mo. All Bills Paid. 
Heritage RV Park 817-444-3760.

1 Bedroom House for Rent. Water 
included. $800/month Springtown, 
TX 940-229-1045 or 940-255-7966

3 Bedroom, Newly Refurbished. 
Appliances. Great Location. No Dogs. 
(817) 444-3636 $1500/month

024 Real Estate For Rent
For Lease: 

Hwy 199 frontage, 
near hospital, 

1450 Sq Ft $1100/mo. 
817-727-2744
Tony Bryant

3 bed 2 bath DUPLEX Quiet Area, 
Very Clean $1500/mo 817-444-3636

RV for rent $750/month. Private 
property. Call after 6 pm 682-701-
9988

BYRUM CONSTRUCTION
Asphalt and Concrete Paving

Driveways • Parking Lots
Asphalt Repairs & Sealcoating

Asphalt Millings • Gravel

Bruce Byrum, Azle, TX 817-690-2429

McNeely’s
DEMOLITION & 

CLEAN UP SERVICE
We Create Vacancy

Free Estimates

817-996-7887
253 Eagles Way, Springtown

• Tear Down
• Removal
• Haul Off
•  Mobile 

Homes
• Garages

• Barns
• Houses
•  Bobcat 

Service
•  Dirt/Gravel 

Spreading

REED EXCAVATING
• SITE PREPARATION • GRAVEL ROADS
• LOT CLEARING • PARKING LOTS
• LEVELING • DEMOLITION
• FINAL GRADE • STOCK TANKS
• LAND EROSION

Dump Truck Hauling   817-919-3696

Wise 
Ready Mix

1349 NW Parkway • Azle

Now Hiring 
Class B-CDL 
Mixer Drivers
• Production & Safety
     Bonuses Paid Monthly
• Employer Matching
     Retirement Plan 
     Available

Apply in person at

Karl Klement Properties, Inc.

Klement Distribution, Inc.
(Hershey Ice Cream Distributor)Apply now to join our team!

H/R Office
605 N. Bus. 81/287

Suite 102
Decatur, TX 76234

Send Your Resume To:

WE ARE HIRING

Jodi Parrish Gina Pierce
career@hr-klement.com

(940) 627-6362

ASSISTANT HR MANAGERDIRECTOR, CHRO

All full-time positions offer growth opportunities &

full-time benefits package including

 Medical, Dental, Vision, Life & Disability Plans.  

Paid Holidays, Vacation & Training.  

Plus 401(K) & more!

APPLY IN PERSON

hr.info@klementford.com

Resource Center

No Positions Available at This Time

No Positions Available at This Time

No Positions Available at This Time

Experienced Fleet/Commercial Sales Associate
If you are a self-starter and motivated individual,  
we want to speak to you. Experience Preferred.

Please send resume via Indeed or Apply in Person at:
605 N Business 287, suite 102, Decatur, TX 76234

Devin’s Handyman Service
• Carpentry
• Cement
• Rock
• Granite
• Tile
• Painting
• Siding

Call Devin at 817-629-9608

WINTER 
SPECIAL
20% OFF 

with 
this ad!

• Insulation
• Kitchen/
     Bath
• Roof & 
    Gutters
• Powerwashing
• Decks

Chad’s Tree Service
Trimming • Removals • Stump Grinding

Systemic Feeding • Brush Chipping • Cable Bracing

817-221-2201 • 817-246-5943 
817-800-6059 CELL

Insured for your protection
FREE

ESTIMATES

Tony’s Tree Service
• Trimming • Stump Grinding
• Expert Dead Tree Removal 

• Brush Chipping

Senior & Veteran Discounts | FREE Estimates
Bucket Truck & Skid Steer Available

817-266-4603
Fully Insured. BBB A+ Rating

HORSE SALE
February 7, 2025

Tack Sale Begins at 6:00 PM
Horses Follow

Stephenville Cattle Co.
Highway 281 North • Stephenville, TX

Troy 254-967-1950 • Barn 254-968-4844

All Types Stone & Brick Work
New Construction • Remodels

Free 
Estimates

817-308-6512
email alvarogsilva@verizon.net

commercial • residential

Azle, TX

Landscape Designs, Outdoor Kitchens 
Patios, Retaining Walls, Mailboxes

,L.L.C.

concrete

AZLE OAKS
APARTMENT
700 JARVIS • AZLE

817-444-1712
1 & 2 Bedroom 

Unfurnished
Accepting Applications

Rent based on income
TDD: 

800-735-2989
This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

Kiley Chesney Construction
Dirt & Concrete Work

Kiley Chesney, Owner
Springtown, TX • Mobile 817-846-6645

Driveways • House Slabs • Garages • Add-ons 
Small Land Clean-ups • Gravel Driveways

015 Home Improvement

016 Landscape & Mowing

Find your 
furever Friend!
Save a Shelter Animal

words
for only
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027 Roofing

028 Sand, Gravel, & Soil

030 Storage
INNERSPACE STORAGE. Hwy 199, 
Springtown. Now renting all unit 
sizes, 24-hour access. 682-842-1414.

031 Welding

031 Welding

031 Welding

Gateway Apartments
313 Gateway · Azle · 817-444-0882

TDD 800-760-1997

This institution is an equal 
opportunity provider 

and employer

Energy Efficient · Central Heat/Air 
Off Street Parking · Water Paid 

Fully Equipped Laundry
ONE & TWO BEDROOMS

Rent Based On Income
For Qualified Applicants
62 years of age or older, handicap/disabled, regardless of age

ROOFING & Metal 
BuIldINGs

817-304-4224
Tired of always 

replacing your roof?

We’ll be here 
after the storm.

Call us for a 
metal roof quote.

817-523-4137

Commercial & 
Residential

• Roofing
• Metal Roofing
• Carports
• Metal Buildings
• All General 
     Contracting

He r e  B e f o r e  T h e  S t o rm ,  H e r e  L o n g  A f t e r .

417 N. MaiN St • SpriNgtowN

Ash Creek
Storage

Convenient Location
Corner of Main St. & Locust • Azle

817-444-3292

Cozart

Our Business is Metal Buildings
- And We’re Good!

DESIGN    FABRICATION    ERECTION

METAL 
BUILDING SYSTEMS

Fabrication and erection of quality 
metal buildings at reasonable prices, 

any size - any design

Office 817-237-2282
Fax 817-237-0904

Mark Cozart
817-233-6668

Jeremy Cozart
817-237-2028

Metal Building
Specialist

• Weld Ups/ Bolt Ups
• Pipe Fencing
• Concrete
• Horse Barns
• All Types Fencing
• Metal Roofs

NO JOB TOO SMALL
Compare Pricing

R & E Construction

owner Rodney Vick 
817-220-3044 

fax 817-523-7639   
cell 817-253-1614       

• Metal Buildings
• Steel Components
• Welding Supplies
• Concrete Supplies

• Fabrication Supplies
• Pipe Fencing
• Deer Blinds
• Deer Feeders

8894 W Hwy 199 • Springtown
817-220-0008 
www.SolidSS.com

Open to 
the Public

SOLID STEEL SOLUTIONS

Metal Building Erectors
• Pre-enginered  Weld-up 

• Barns/Shops 
• Arenas/Hangars

• Fencing
291 Morrow Rd • Springtown

WELD-DONE CONSTRUCTION LTD.

817-220-2150
www.weld-done.net

015 Real Estate For Rent

Ha
ll’

s S
and, Dirt & Gravel

QUALITY
FAMILY BUSINESS

Since 1938

CALL CLIFF HALL

(817) 228-6293
We go the extra mile to ensure 

you get more for your $. 
On House Pads, Driveways, 

Lot Clearing & Tractor Work, Etc.

015 Welding
Name: ����������������������������������������������������������������� 

Address:���������������������������������������������������������������

City:  ������������������������������������������������ State: ����������� 

Zip: �����������������County:  �����������������������������������������

Daytime ph:  �������������������� Email:  ����������������������������

Circle one and clip and mail with check: 

CHECK ONE:

321 W. Main Street, Azle 
817-270-3340

tricountyreporter.com

nn $50.00 
IN-COUNTY 
Tarrant, Parker & 
Wise only 

n n $40.00
ONLINE ONLY
View an online replica 
of the paper without re-
ceiving a printed copy

n n $70.00
OUT-OF-COUNTY
Outside of Tarrant, 
Parker & Wise County 
within Texas

Stay in touch with current 
events in your area with the 
Tri-County Reporter. Read 
the latest community news 
that affects you directly.

Texas
Home 
of the 
original 
windmill 
farms

321 W. Main Street, Azle 
817-270-3340

tricountyreporter.com

Need a new 
best friend?
Find your surfer buddy 
in the Classifieds.

Find Your Find Your 
Furever FriendFurever Friend

SAVE A SHELTER SAVE A SHELTER 
ANIMALANIMAL

321 W. Main 
Street, Azle 

817-270-3340
tricountyreporter.com

don’t 
break 
the 

piggy!
Find the 

money you 

need in our 

Classified 

section today!

16
WORDS

FOR
$1075
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TEXAS
CROSSWORD

by Charley & Guy Orbison

ACROSS

DOWN

  1  dog or cat (2 wds.)
  5  Dallas ____kicks
      (pro indoor soccer)
  6  TXism: “let sleeping
      ____ lie”
  7  small bills
  8  TXism: “___ chaser”
      (early riser)
  9  this can be acquired
      on So. Padre Island
12  TXism: “would jerk
      tears from a _____
      eye” (very sad)
17  UT football team
      lost to this team
      twice in 2024
19  Mertzon’s county
      was named for
      Robert _  _____
21  removing wrinkles
      from clothes
22  TX King Vidor 
      directed 1937 film
      “______ Dallas”
23  a director ____  __
      actor for a scene
28  silly, foolish
29  “hungry enough
      to ___  _ horse”
30  TXism: “useless __
      _  ___ on a bald
      eagle”
31  Zsa Zsa or Eva
35  Texas journalist and
      author, Catherine
36  highest waterfall in
      Texas (2 wds.)
42  TXism for “laughed
      hard” (3 wds.)
44  Texas actress 
      Annette O’_____
46  Guadalupe Moun-
      tains peak (2 wds.)

  1  TXism: “hard __
      _______  ____ at
      a wedding”
  2  newspaper: “Fort
      Stockton _______”
  3  in Van Zandt
      County on U.S. 80
  4  actress Harper in
      Texas-based 2007
      film “No Country 
      for Old Men”
  9  Texas-based restau-
      rant, “Friday’s” abbr.
10  TXism: “____  ___
      _  ____  __ sense”
      (dumb)
11  TXism: “two-bit ___”
      (poor horse)

48  TXism: “silent as a
      ______ tomb”
49  female deer
50  major African river
51  most racehorses are
     descended from this breed
52  popular Bible translation
      (abbr.)
53  Allen of 1953 film
      “Down Laredo Way”
54  Denver ____, Texas
56  Tyler FM before KOYE

57  TXism:
      “dull as week-
      ___ soda pop”
58  “legal eagle”
      payment

12  Texas makes more
      of this than any
      other state
13  lasting written works
14  “Hill Country 
      Natural ____”
15  fine sand deposited
      as a sediment
16  pith helmet, aka
      ____ topee
18  a single-stranded
      molecule needed
      for life (abbr.)
20  Texas’ continent
      (abbr.)
23  21st governor:
      _  _ Culberson
24  California’s oldest
      private univer. 

25  TXism: “still wet
      behind the ____”
26  used a credit card
27  Danny of Texas-
      based film “Ruby”
32  TXism: “chompin’
      __ the bit”
33  TX Buddy Holly’s
      “That’ll __ the Day”
34  “out __ kilter”
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36  NFL “salary ___”
37  TXism for “against”
38  Russian president
39  noted Texas 
      folklorist, Alan
40  Bausch & ____ (eye
      products company)
41  Texas-born musician
      Stone
43  when repeated, 
      goodbye in Britian
45  RB Emmitt (init.)
47  actor Brand of TV’s
      “Laredo” (1965-67)
48  St. _____ University
      in San Antonio
55  ocean movement

TexSCAN Week of 
Feb. 2-8, 2025

CHARITY
Donate your car, truck, boat, RV and more to support 
our veterans! Schedule a FAST, FREE vehicle pickup 
and receive a top tax deduction! Call Veteran Car 
Donations at 1-855-808-4152 today!

CELLULAR PHONE SERVICE
Consumer Cellular - the same reliable, nationwide 
coverage as the largest carriers. No long-term contract, 
no hidden fees and activation is free. All plans feature 
unlimited talk and text, starting at just $20/month. For 
more information, call 1-855-493-3803.

ENERGY
Backup power — peace of mind. Get a standard 
warranty of 7 years, $849 value. Call 888-925-0261, 
Briggs & Stratton Energy Solutions.

Prepare for power outages today with a Generac 
Home Standby Generator. Act now to receive a FREE 
5-Year warranty with qualifying purchase. Call 1-855-
704-8579 today to schedule a free quote. It’s not just a 
generator. It’s a power move.

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a new, custom bath 
or shower in as little as one day. For a limited time, 
waiving ALL installation costs! (Additional terms 
apply. Subject to change and vary by dealer. (Offer 
ends 3/30/25.) Call 1-855-965-0841.

MEDICAL

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Coverage for 400 plus procedures. 
Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount plan. 
Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-0467 
www.dental50plus.com/txpress #6258

OIL & GAS RIGHTS

We buy oil, gas & mineral rights. Both non-producing 
and producing including Non-Participating Royalty 
Interest (NPRI). Provide us your desired price for an 
offer evaluation. Call today: 806-620-1422. Lobo 
Minerals, LLC, PO Box 1800, Lubbock, TX 79408-
1800, LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com.

WATER DAMAGE

WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP & RESTORATION:  
A small amount of water can lead to major damage 
in your home. Our trusted professionals do complete 
repairs to protect your family and your home’s value! 
Call 24/7: 1-877-727-3027. Have zip code of service 
location ready when you call!

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
200 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE
All real estate advertising 

in this newspaper is subject 
to the Fair Housing Act 
which makes it illegal to ad-
vertise “any preference, lim-
itation or discrimination 
based on race, color, reli-
gion, sex, handicap, familial 
status or national origin, or 
an intention, to make any 
such preference, limitation 
or discrimination.” Famil-
ial status includes children 
under the age of 18 living 
with parents or legal custo-
dians, pregnant women and 
people securing custody of 
children under 18.

This newspaper will not 
knowingly accept any ad-
vertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the 
law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings 
advertised in this news-
paper are available on an 
equal opportunity basis. To 
complain of discrimination 
call HUD tollfree at 1-800-
669-9777. The toll-free 
telephone number for the 
hearing impaired is 1-800-
927-9275.

Extra! Extra!

321 W. Main Street, Azle 321 W. Main Street, Azle 
817-270-3340 817-270-3340 

tricountyreporter.comtricountyreporter.com

Subscribe 
today to 
YOUR local 
news source.

tricountyreporter.com

VOLUME 2, NUMBER 32

Local, zone(s) 2 sections, 16 pages
INSIDE
News A1- A6 | Obituaries - A7 | Community B1 - B4 | Devotional B5 | Classifieds B6-B8 

THURSDAY ,  January 9, 2025 •  $1.00

167 W. Main • 817-444-6389 • HogleInsurance.com 

Shaye Hogle

Hogye Hogle5.40%

Fixed Annuity
5 Year Contract

*$
10

,0
00

 M
in

im
um

 D
ep

os
it • No Medical Exam

•  Optional open interest account 

pays 3% interest

• Age 50-85 • Cash Value

• Premium will never increase

• Benefit from $5,000 to $50,000

1415 Calhoun Bend, 730 S., Azle

817-752-9968
BigDaddyCustoms.com

d a d dy  i n  t h e  s h e e t s  b i g  d a d dy  i n  t h e  s t r e e t s

Vehicle pursuit begins in Azle, ends in downtown FW crash

JOLEE SKINNER
jolee@tricountyreporter.com

PARKER COUNTY— A 

19-year-old Rhome man 

could have pulled over and 

accepted a citation — but he 

fled from a Parker County 

Sheriff’s deputy and things 

turned out a lot worse for 

him.
On Sunday night, Dec. 29, 

a Parker County Sheriff’s 

deputy attempted to conduct 

a traffic stop but the driver 

failed to stop, leading officers 

in a vehicle pursuit that tra-

versed into Tarrant County 

before it ended in a crash.

“Shortly after 8 p.m., sher-

iff’s deputies attempted to 

conduct a traffic stop on a 

2015 white Ford Mustang in 

the 1300 block of Northwest 

Parkway in northern Parker 

County,” Parker County 

Sheriff Russ Authier said in 

a press release. The location 

is near David Beard’s Catfish 

Restaurant, just inside the 

Azle city limits.

The reason for the attempt-

ed stop was an improperly 

displayed buyer’s tag on the 

Mustang.
The press release identi-

fied Shay Martin Gilbert, 19, 

who lists a Rhome address, as 

the driver of the car. Gilbert 

did not pull over when the 

deputy’s emergency lights 

and sirens alerted him, which 

led to the car chase. 

Gilbert continued the 

high-speed chase through-

out Parker County and into 

Tarrant County while exceed-

ing the speed limit and disre-

garding several other traffic 

laws including turning his 

lights off during one point of 

the pursuit, according to the 

release.
The driver continued driv-

ing onto Boat Club Road in 

Lake Worth, then to Interstate 

820 East. 
The release indicates the 

Fort Worth Police Department 

joined the pursuit near the 

intersection of Interstate 820 

and Interstate 35 West, lend-

ing the use of its helicopter to 

PLEASE SEE PURSUIT | A6

Shay Martin Gilbert

Springtown mayor announces retirement 

and reflects on time in office

JOLEE SKINNER
jolee@tricountyreporter.com

SPRINGTOWN — On Jan. 2, 

Springtown Mayor Greg Hood 

announced his decision to 

not seek reelection after serv-

ing seven-and-a-half years in 

office. At a special city coun-

cil meeting, Hood spoke to 

the council and the citizens 

of Springtown to officially an-

nounce he will not be seeking 

reelection.
“As I reflect on seven-and-

a-half years of service as your 

mayor, I am filled with grati-

tude for the trust you placed 

in me,” Hood said. “Together, 

we have faced many chal-

lenges and celebrated suc-

cesses and worked tirelessly 

to enhance our community. 

It has been an honor to lead 

alongside such dedicated 

individuals and to witness a 

resilience and spirit from our 

residents.”
Hood spoke of how he 

came to be mayor back in 

2018.
“I was grateful to be ap-

pointed to this position as a 

fulfillment of an unexpired 

term after the passing of 

PLEASE SEE HOOD | A6

Mayor gives reason for stepping away 

and thanks the citizens for support

JOLEE SKINNER | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

Springtown Mayor Greg Hood announces he will not seek 

reelection.

Looking back on the 

second half of 2024
ZACH FREEMAN
azlereporter@tricountyreporter.com

JOLEE SKINNER
jolee@tricountyreporter.com

In an exciting year full 

of big developments, it’s 

hard to pick favorites. This 

year there was no short-

age of new happenings in 

the tri-county area. Azle, 

Springtown, Lake Worth and 

the surrounding areas con-

tinue to grow and change 

at an astounding rate. In 

part two of the Tri-County 

Reporter’s year in review, 

we highlight some of these 

notable events from July to 

December presented with 

a brief synopsis in approxi-

mate chronological order.

SPRINGTOWN MAN DIES 

FROM WEST NILE VIRUS
A Springtown man, Gary 

Hopps, passed away after 

contracting West Nile Virus 

June 29. Gary became ill af-

ter being bitten by a mos-

quito while working outside. 

When Gary first went to 

see a doctor, he was mis-

diagnosed. Doctors later 

confirmed he had West Nile 

Virus, which led to his de-

cline and death. Gary’s wife, 

Dranda Hopps, warned 

others about the dangers 

of West Nile Virus, urging 

anyone with flu-like symp-

toms after a mosquito bite 

to request a spinal tap for a 

proper diagnosis.

CURT WILSON ALUMNI 
BAND PLAYS FOR 
AZLE HIGH SCHOOL

Over the summer, Texas 

Christian University grads 

from all walks of life, includ-

ing Azle Junior High band 

director Kevin Chapman, put 

on big band performance at 

Azle High School in honor of 

longtime TCU music director 

Curt Wilson before a 10-day 

tour of Greece. The group 

brought world class music 

to the school in June and 

returned from its tour at the 

start of July.

JASON RILEY NAMED BOYS 

VARSITY BASKETBALL 
AND GOLF COACH AT 
SPRINGTOWN HIGH

In July, Jason Riley was 

named the new boys varsity 

basketball and golf coach 

at Springtown High School. 

Riley had coaching expe-

rience at Covington and 

Rio Vista high schools. He 

served as assistant junior 

varsity coach at Cypress 

Woods High School where 

his team won many district 

titles. This was also Riley’s 

first-year coaching golf, a 

sport he previously played 

for six years

AZLE GOES DUCKING MAD
Despite traveling the 

world, Alex Roberson always 

comes back to Azle. For 

most of his life Roberson 

has lived in the community 

and loved going on cruis-

es. For the last month, he 

has been working to bring 

a fun aspect of his nauti-

cal adventures back home. 

Born out of his cruise ship 

experiences and a practical 
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The 2024 Christmas Critters 

photo contest winner
JOLEE SKINNER
jolee@tricountyreporter.com

AZLE — A few weeks ago, 

the Tri-County Reporter 

advertised its Christmas 

Critters photo contest, asking 

readers to submit a photo of 

their pet dressed in holiday 

attire. Though the competi-

tion was tough, Tri-County 

Reporter selected Mia as the 

winner of the 2024 Christmas 

Critters photo contest.

Mia is a chihuahua mix that 

Sallie Hamiliton adopted in 

2020 after losing her other 

pets.
“I got Mia in June of 2020,” 

Hamilton said. “It was a dif-

ficult year; all our pets were 

about the same age and we 

lost each one within the first 

five months of that year. In 

January, my daughter had 

gotten a 6-month-old minia-

ture schnauzer, Isla, to help 

cope with the first loss. We 

thought Isla needed a friend 

and by June, I was ready to 

find me a dog as well.”

Hamilton had been looking 

for smaller dogs in shelters 

everywhere to no avail. But 
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PHOTO COURTESY SALLIE HAMILTON

Mia dressed in her Christmas attire.
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Lake Worth Fire Chief Ryan Arthur is standing on site of a new fire station 

currently being constructed.
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ONE ONE 
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FOR FOR 
TWO TWO 
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$$9595
IN-COUNTY

321 W. Main St, Azle 
817-270-3340
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Looking 
for a job?
Find it in the classifieds!

Find your 
furever Friend!
Save a Shelter Animal
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