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AEF awards standout grads, 
raises money with banquet
ZACH FREEMAN
azlereporter@tricountyreporter.com

AZLE — The Azle Education 
Foundation celebrated 
community and raised 
money for local schools at 
Saturday’s 13th annual Red 
Solo Cup BBQ Bash fund-
raiser. Attendees bid on auc-
tion items, played games 
and enjoyed food, including 
desserts made by Azle High 
School culinary students. 
The AEF also presented two 
awards to outstanding indi-
viduals and Azle graduates.

Dr. Dan Mauldin, Azle High 
School Class of 1961, re-
ceived the second ever distin-
guished alumni award at the 

event. He was a member of 
the school’s varsity football 
team and earned All-District 
honors for both offense and 
defense. He was senior class 
vice president, National 
Honor Society president, and 
a member of student council.

Mauldin went on to at-
tend the University of Texas, 
where he played football as a 
member of the 1963 cham-
pionship team. He played in 
the 1964 Cotton Bowl and 
the 1965 Orange Bowl. He 
was inducted into the Azle 
ISD Athletic Hall of Fame for 
his athletic achievements in 
2015.

In addition to his athletic 
accomplishments, Mauldin 

received his bachelor’s, mas-
ter’s and doctoral degrees 
in mathematics where he 
made major strides in solving 
mathematical problems from 
the famed Scottish Book. 
During his career, Mauldin 
served as a university profes-
sor, regents professor, pro-
fessor emeritus and consul-
tant for various agencies. He 
has authored more than 150 
research papers and books.

Azle graduate and local 
resident Roddy Murr was 
awarded the AEF’s second 
ever 2025 Citizen of the Year 
Award. Murr spent his entire 
education in Azle schools and 
graduated in 1964. Speakers 
noted that he was a major 

supporter of the district and 
has served on numerous 
committees, associations and 
councils, including the Azle 
City Council, leading com-
munity and school efforts. He 
was pivotal in naming Azle’s 
newest school and each year 
he sponsors six scholarships 
for AHS seniors as well as the 
Jaylee Murr Williams memo-
rial scholarship honoring his 
late daughter. Before retire-
ment, he owned and oper-
ated Murr’s Main Street Drug. 
Many in attendance could 
recount positive experiences 
and the impact that Murr had 
on their lives. Murr thanked 
attendees for the honor and 
for supporting the AEF.
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Semifinalists stand at the front of the Orchard Event Venue,Jan. 25 during a game of heads or tails.
MORE PHOTOS 
PAGE A12

Springtown 
man killed in 
SH 199 accident
ZACH FREEMAN
azlereporter@tricountyreporter.com

AZLE — On Saturday 
night, Jan. 25, a 67-year-old 
Springtown man was killed 
at the scene of a two-vehi-
cle crash on the 300 block 
of State Highway 199, near 
North Stewart Street. Initial 
police scanner traffic said 
the incident occurred just 
after 10:40 p.m. A Ford 
F-250 occupied by four 
adults and a Toyota Tacoma
occupied by two, collided 
after the driver of the F-250 
lost control, crossed over 
the center median and 
struck the westbound ve-
hicle head-on. The driver 
of the Tacoma was pro-
nounced dead at the scene 
while the passenger sus-
tained minor injuries and 

was safely removed from 
the vehicle. 

The Tarrant County 
Medical Examiner’s Office 
identified the deceased in-
dividual as Jaime Ricardo 
Ruiz, who DFWScanner.net 
said was traveling with his 
wife. 

The Azle Police 
Department’s community 
liaison reported the driver of 
the Ford F-250 remained on 
scene and was cooperative 
throughout the investiga-
tion, including completing 
standard field sobriety tests. 
The accident is currently 
under investigation by the 
APD with assistance from 
the Tarrant County Accident 
Reconstruction Team.

SH 199 was shut down in 
both directions until after 
5 a.m.

Lake Worth ISD superintendent 
announces retirement
JOLEE SKINNER
jolee@tricountyreporter.com

LAKE WORTH — At the 
Jan. 21 Lake Worth ISD board 
meeting, Superintendent 
Dr. Rose Mary Neshyba an-
nounced her retirement 
from public education which 
will be effective June 30. In 
a press release, Lake Worth 
ISD recognized Dr. Neshyba’s 
passion for education.

“Over the past seven years, 
Dr. Neshyba has guided Lake 
Worth ISD with unwavering 
dedication to academic excel-
lence and student achieve-
ment,” according to the press 

release. “Through her focus 
on instructional improve-
ment, strategic planning and 

advocacy, she has consistent-
ly prioritized the needs of the 
district’s students.”

Dr. Neshyba’s 40-year ca-
reer in public education start-
ed off as a classroom teacher 
and she has since served 
in various roles, including 
principal, special educa-
tion director and assistant 
superintendent. 

“Throughout her career, 
she has led with vision and 
purpose, serving as super-
intendent for three school 
districts,” the press release 
said. “Her dedication to creat-
ing meaningful and impactful 
opportunities for students, 

staff, and families has left a 
lasting impression on every 
community she has served.”

Dr. Neshyba said she is 
proud of the accomplish-
ments the district has at-
tained and was honored to 
have worked alongside out-
standing leaders. 

“I am proud of our shared 
accomplishments and the 
continual focus on student 
needs and growth,” Dr. 
Neshyba said. “It has been an 
honor to collaborate with our 
district leadership, who work 
tirelessly to serve our stu-
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Dr. Rose Mary Neshyba
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Hornet Academy 
graduates 28
ZACH FREEMAN
azlereporter@tricountyreporter.com

AZLE — Since it was pio-
neered in 2008 by Ray Lea, 
former superintendent, and 
former director of admin-
istration Ray Ivey, Hornet 
Academy has graduated 
840 students, including 28 
this year.

Hornet Academy gives 
individuals without a high 
school diploma a second 

chance at graduation. It is 
a self-paced online alterna-
tive to high school. Unlike 
a General Educational 
Development program, 
graduates from Hornet 
Academy get to walk the 
Azle High School audito-
rium stage after earning a 
bona fide high school diplo-
ma. Last Tuesday, Jan. 21, 
marked the 33rd biannual 

SEE ACADEMY | A10
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Hornet Academy graduates walk the stage and shake hands with 
superintendent Todd Smith while receiving their diploma.
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STEM, story time enhance learning at 
Springtown Legends Museum
JOLEE SKINNER
jolee@tricountyreporter.com

SPRINGTOWN — 
Springtown Legends Museum 
has kicked off its new activi-
ties for local children created 
by museum coordinator Amy 
Hedges. Inspired by con-
versations with locals and a 
growing interest in children’s 
education, Hedges has cre-
ated hands-on science experi-
ments and storytelling.

“In speaking to members 
of the community, the men-
tion of children’s programs 
kept being brought up in con-
junction with the museum,” 
Hedges said. “Several of my 

professional mentors have 
had great success with bring-
ing a STEM program to their 
museums and suggested it 
as a part of the children’s 
programs.

Hedges emphasized the im-
portance of these programs 
because of their ability to 
encourage a curious mindset, 
critical thinking and problem-
solving skills among kids. 
The museum’s STEM curricu-
lum focuses not just on sci-
ence and technology but on 
history as well, helping kids 
to gain knowledge about the 
world.

“The goal is to use the 
STEM program to increase 

the curious nature of children 
and provide a safe place for 
them to learn and grow, while 
encouraging them to learn 
also about history,” Hedges 
said.

Looking ahead, Hedges 
has plans for several exciting 
experiments, including one 
that explores kinetic energy 
through a wave machine, as 
well as activities designed to 
teach engineering concepts 
through building structures. 
A special series Hedges has 
planned will cover plant life 
cycles.

“We will be learning about 
kinetic energy and make a 
wave machine and several 
engineering experiments 
focused on building struc-
tures,” Hedges said. “In sev-
eral weeks, we will have some 
back-to-back experiments 
learning about plant life cy-
cles like growing bean plants 
and environment changes for 

those plants.”
In addition to the STEM 

program, story time remains 
a key part of the museum’s 
activities. Although some 
stories have specific topics 
covered during experiments, 
most of the time is spent 
reading fiction-based histo-
rial stories that introduce 
kids to important moments 
in history.

“The story time hour oc-
casionally will have a story 
that is related to a particular 
topic but for the majority of 
the story time hours we will 
be focused on history and fic-
tion-based historical stories 
so that kids can learn about 
history,” Hedges said.

On Jan. 17, the museum 
conducted an experiment fo-
cused on the science of snow, 
explaining how snowflakes 
are formed and why each one 
is unique. The experiment 
highlighted the differences in 

snowflake patterns.
On Saturday, Jan. 18, story 

time featured a snow-themed 
book, “The Snowy Day,” rec-
ommended by Andie, the 
Springtown librarian. Hedges 
highlighted the book’s cute-
ness and the similarities to 
the experiment that took 
place the day before.

“It was a cute story that was 
recommended by Andie, the 
Springtown librarian, with 
snow in the book,” Hedges 
said. “I wanted a snow-based 
story due to our science 
experiment.”

With both interactive STEM 
programming and story time 
hours, the museum is creat-
ing a fun learning environ-
ment for children in the 
community. For more infor-
mation about upcoming story 
time hours or STEM experi-
ments, go to the Springtown 
Legends Museum Facebook 
page for dates and times.

JOLEE SKINNER | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

Springtown Legends Museum coordinator Amy Hedges explaining the experiment to the kids.
An up-close view of the STEM experiment focused on the science of 
snow.

Hedges passes out tools needed for the experiment to the kids.

Hedges reads to local children a book called “The Snowy Day.” The kids write down their findings of the experiment.
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I Love You More!

Dr. David Shaffer and his wife, Daniele, are Azle-area 
residents. David is the director of Son Shine Ministries 
(equipfamilies.org) and serves on the Azle Area Chamber 
of Commerce Board of Directors and is a Chamber 
Ambassador (azlechamber.com).

david@equipfamilies.org | 817-444-3777

HOPE MATTERS
By David Shaffer

I love my wife, Daniele! I 
love her heart, her deep faith, 
her commitment to our fam-
ily, her work ethic, her empa-
thy for others, her apprecia-
tion of our community and 
her ideas.

Recently at a marriage 
course we were facilitating 
in Fort Worth, we opened the 
floor to a group of six couples 
to share, if they wanted, some-
thing they love about their 
spouses. Some of the couples 
were there to strengthen 
an already healthy relation-
ship, while others were fac-
ing deep marital challenges. 
Surprisingly, every person in 
our circle shared, and it was 
incredibly special.

When they had all finished, 
I realized they were look-
ing at us as if to say, “Hey, 
it’s your turn.” I have a lot 
of things I could share, but I 
said that I love how Daniele 
never took a shortcut with 
our two children, giving them 
her all. Our sons are now in 
their early thirties with their 
own families, and I see this 
same quality reflected in our 
children and their spous-
es and again when Daniele 
connects with our three 
granddaughters.

Years ago, I had a power-
ful realization while raising 
our two boys with my wife. 
God had blessed me with 
a partner who loved being 
their mother. I learned so 
much about parenting and 
more from her and continue 
to learn regularly. One of the 
best lessons we learned by 
trial and error was how to go 
in the same general direction 
even when we disagree. It re-
quires respecting each other 
and coming to consensus.

French author Antoine 
de Saint-Exupéry observed, 
“Love does not consist in gaz-
ing at each other, but in look-
ing outward together in the 
same direction.”

This outward focus re-
minded me of a moment 
after the birth of our second 
child when Daniele looked 
at me and kindly said, “I 
love you, David.” My normal 
response was the good-na-
tured and meaningful, “I love 
you, too, Daniele,” but this 
time I answered differently. 
I found my heart swell in ap-
preciation of what God had 
done, and I replied, “I love 
you more!” This was long 
before such a response was 
popularized.

I was not competing with 
my wife. I simply felt so over-
whelmed by emotion and 
joy that my normal response 
was too limited. My wife’s 
reaction blessed me then 
and continues to today. After 
hearing my reply, she quickly 
retorted, “That’s impossi-
ble!” Another Frenchman, St. 
Bernard of Clairvaux, wrote 
during the Middle Ages, “The 
true measure of loving ... is to 
love without measure.”

I cannot help but think of 
my faith and the hope embed-
ded in God’s love. Not long 
ago, I spoke about Jesus’ time 
in the Garden of Gethsemane 

from Luke 22:42, where he re-
affirmed his commitment to 
give his life as a sacrifice for 
us. That is the ultimate “love 
without measure.” I picture 
Jesus’ prayers to his Father, 
repeatedly saying, “Not my 
will, but your will be done.”

I was recently driving alone 
on a quiet country road in 
Parker County, where I live. I 
began thinking of God’s gifts 
to me of a wonderful wife and 
sons and their families. My 
heart swelled with thankful-
ness, and I found myself qui-
etly saying in my heart, “I love 
them so much!” Immediately 
and with clarity, I thought 
about what God would say in 
response. In my heart, I imag-
ined the Lord saying, “I love 
them more.” This time, how-
ever, the response, “That’s 
impossible,” would not fit, 
for his love is boundless and 
perfect.

God is love. Whenever we 
feel down, depressed or per-
haps have stepped away from 
God, we can remember his 
firm decision in a garden for 
us, whom he already loved, 
and the fact that he loves us 
deeper than anyone (even af-
ter knowing everything about 
us!).

Our response may be, 
“Lord, we love you!” Can you 
hear his response? “I love you 
more.” Incredible and true!

How would you spend your lottery winnings?

Sam Houston is the publisher of the Hood County News. 
He is also an actor, author, playwright, performer and 
entertainment producer/promoter. 
sam@hcnews.com | 817-573-7066, ext. 260

FROM MY FRONT PORCH
By Sam Houston

This past week I stopped at 
my local convenience store 
to purchase a lottery ticket. I 
am not a regular lottery game 
player, but every now and 
then the urge comes over me 
to invest a couple of dollars 
into the relatively harmless 
pursuit of millions of dollars 
of prize money. There is no 
real expectation of my lot-
tery ticket defying the one in 
10 million odds and actually 
winning the grand prize, but 
I do get some amusement 
from playing. I confess it al-
lows me to let my mind won-
der, imagining what it would 
be like to win $200 or $300 
million dollars. Some inter-
esting images come to mind 
concerning what I would do 
with the money and how it 
would change my life.

I would speculate that since 
the beginning of mankind, 
most all people have had a 
daydream about instantly be-
coming wealthy beyond their 
wildest dreams. It is an es-

cape from the reality of their 
day-to-day life. Probably the 
most common thoughts are 
of buying assets. The usual 
imagined purchases would 
be cars, boats, jewelry, real 
estate, airplanes and travel 
experiences. Some might 
even think about sharing 
their winnings with fam-
ily, friends and co-workers. 
There are those who would 
set up foundations to aid the 
poor, the uneducated and the 
less fortunate.

Sadly, I speculate there 
would be some winners who 
would drop everything and 
spend money as fast as they 
could on pleasures which 
have heretofore been kept 

from them by their economic 
limitations. For these folks, 
family would not be impor-
tant, neither would communi-
ty, or friends; only things.

My fantasy about win-
ning lies in a very deep 
place inside me. Pretty sure 
I would not buy a Rolex, a 
Lamborghini or a diamond 
stick pin. Upon winning and 
paying the required taxes, 
I would have the money to 
do so but my heart long ago 
stopped craving the owner-
ship of things. I have found 
that items do not give you 
your health, joy or emotional 
wellbeing. In fact, quite the 
opposite is often the case.

So, what would I do? Of 

course, I would see that my 
wife, the kids and grand-
kids were financially secure 
for generations, but I would 
also structure their security 
in such a way where they 
still needed to work and 
give the world something of 
themselves. I would hate to 
deprive them of the joy of ac-
complishing, of working and 
producing something with 
their life, and the satisfaction 
of serving others.

I know life doesn’t work 
this way, but if I could spend 
the money to go back in time, 
I would be a little kinder to 
those who needed kindness, 
and more helpful to those 
who needed a helping hand. 
I would pull old friends close 
that I have let slip away, and 
I would have recorded ev-
ery moment I had with dear 
Grandfather and old hound, 
Shadow, so I could live them 
all again. I would change my 
friend Miss Jayne’s age from 
93 to 25 so she could sing, 

play the piano, teach and do 
all the things she can no lon-
ger do.

I would invest in my com-
munity, and make sure that 
my financial excess served 
the place where I live long 
after I am dead and buried. It 
might be a foundation which 
helps the needy, a building 
where the arts and entertain-
ment can thrive and flourish, 
or perhaps a park or two so 
the community can share its 
beauty with all of its citizens.

I must confess there are 
some selfish things I would 
do. I would take a couple of 
long road trips. There would 
be no hurry to get anywhere 
or to get back home to some 
work task or obligation. I 
might stop at a coffee shop 
in a little farm town like 
Lancaster, Missouri and en-
joy a piece of pie while talk-
ing with some old farmers 
about how the corn and bean 
crop looks. Or I might stop at 
some stream in New Mexico 

and fish for trout where I can 
see the mountains on the ho-
rizon. I might even take off 
to Vermont and Maine, just 
to see the colors change on 
the leaves of the trees come 
autumn.

I think the best thing about 
winning would be seeing the 
look on my wife’s face. She 
plays the lottery regularly, is 
notoriously competitive and 
lucky, and while she would 
be happy that I won, it would 
really aggravate her to know 
that I won, and she didn’t. As 
ornery as I am, that may be 
the best reward of all.

What would you do ... ?
Thought for the day: Don’t 

go spending money you 
haven’t earned on things you 
don’t need in the first place. 
It is like a dog chasing a car; 
once you catch it, you have to 
justify why you ever wanted 
it in the first place.

Until next time ... I will keep 
ridin’ the storm out!

A hat that stays put... 

Dr. Don Newbury is a longtime public speaker and 
former university president who is Texas’ longest-running 
syndicated columnist, writing weekly since 2003. new-
bury@speakerdoc.com | 817-447-3872

THE IDLE AMERICAN
By Dr. Don Newbury

My aged Uncle Mort ad-
mitted the other day that he 
feels like it’s time for him to 
re-enter the stock market, 
and this time, “brimming 
with confidence.”

He swore off trying to out-
guess the market in the late 
1990s.

Mort said he lumped all of 
his investments into “sweet 
chariot stocks.” I’d never 
heard of such, but his next 
sentence clarified: “When 
I bought ‘em, they swung 
low,” he cackled …

He feels certain that wide-
brimmed hats for ladies are 
going to make a comeback 
after several decades in 
storage, with owners hoping 
to live long enough to see 
them make a comeback.

Many after-the-fact com-
ments about the recent 
presidential inauguration 
concern Melania Trump’s 
hat, nearly as big as a cov-
ered wagon wheel and am-
ple space to carve a turkey.

“Lots of women are on 
shopping sprees right 
now, trying to find hats 
like hers,” Mort said. “And 
they’re not finding them 
available at the Dollar 
Store.”

It appears to me that 
her hat provided a per-
sonal “border wall,” allow-
ing “cheek pecks” to reach 
within two inches of in-
tended targets. I’m not sure 
how she’d make it flying 
coach on today’s airliners. 
(Duh, she wouldn’t be fly-
ing coach.) I guess she could 
take a middle seat, then buy 
seats on each side so she 
could leave her hat on.

The subject reminds me 

of my ingenious uncle who, 
as a lad, was usher at the lo-
cal movie house. This was in 
the 1920s, before “talkies.” 
All they had were jumpy fig-
ures with captions.

He said the manager 
staged a contest among the 
ushers to see how women 
wearing huge hats could 
somehow be persuaded 
to remove them so folks 
behind them could see the 
screen …

Mort was creative even 
then. He made a printed 
sign and placed it at the 
entrance.

It read: “Ladies over age 
40 need not remove their 
hats.”

Problem solved; Mort won 
the contest …

Meanwhile, President 
47 took time from signing 
executive orders to decree 
that the Gulf of Mexico will 
henceforth be named “Gulf 
of America.”

Such may have occurred 
to other folks, but I’ve 
never heard it mentioned. 
The decree begs numerous 
questions. First of all, who 
named it, and when? How 
much of the gulf is owned 
by the US of A? Finally, is it 
really a gulf?

Cursory research reveals 
that the gulf had no name 
until the 1540s, when most 
maps and documents re-

ferred to it as the “Golfo de 
Nueva Espanol,” from Greek 
mythology and its Sea of 
Atlas …

People who know far 
more than I about such say 
that it is not really a gulf, 
but more nearly a sea, in 
many cases larger than bod-
ies of water that are called 
oceans and seas.

I dunno, but Mort might 
want to consider invest-
ing in map-making and/or 
T-shirt lettering.

Presses already are roll-
ing …

“Loyalty” was a word fre-
quently heard during the 
recent inauguration, and 
likely in all the ones before 
it. It’s a trait to be valued, 
but few have seen evidence 
“up close” to match Dr. 
Charles Wade’s recollection. 
He was pastor of Arlington 
First Baptist Church for 23 
years until 1999, when he 
became executive direc-
tor of the Baptist General 
Convention.

In Arlington, he suc-
ceeded Dr. Henard E. East, 
on staff there for 53 years. 
Someone asked him about 
loyalty to Dr. Wade.

“Let me put it this way,” 
he said. “If Dr. Wade decides 
to paint the steeple pink, I’ll 
climb up there with him and 
hold the bucket.”

CWD raises trash rates for Azle residents
ZACH FREEMAN
azlereporter@tricountyreporter.com

AZLE — Effective in 
February, trash rates in the 
city of Azle are set to in-
crease. Residential rates will 
increase by $0.34 to $24.09, 
which includes a $.01 in-
crease for the X-Treme Green 
Event. Commercial hand-

load will increase by $0.54 
to $34.82. All stated residen-
tial rates include billing and 
franchise fees and all com-
mercial rates include only the 
6% franchise fee as CWD as-
sumed the billing of commer-
cial accounts Feb. 15, 2024.

Trash services within Azle 
city limits are managed by 
Community Waste Disposal. 

CWD general manager J.B. 
Sweeney answered ques-
tions about the rate increase 
during a Jan. 21 Azle City 
Council meeting. Assistant to 
the city manager Susie Hiles 
introduced the topic.

“No one has apples to 
apples on trash,” Hiles said. 
“Everybody’s got something 
different. The closest to us in 

this area is Keller. They also 
use CWD, but they still don’t 
have exactly the same type of 
services that we do, we have 
a very rich trash service in 
this community with trash, 
recycling, bulk items, brush, 
leaves. Our residents get free 
paint. We have the two events 
that occur twice a year for 
the city-wide cleanup events 

that are always well attended. 
We’ve been having them for 
years, and they continue to 
be used by our residents. It’s, 
in my opinion, a modest rate 
increase. Part of this is due 
to their landfills going up in 
cost.”

Council members and 
Sweeney commented that 
Azle used to have its own 

landfill that shut down many 
years ago. Sweeney said that 
today, trash from Azle is of-
ten taken to the Southeast 
Landfill in Fort Worth, the 
Arlington Landfill or the 
Hunter Ferrell Landfill in 
Irving.
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PreK - 4th

BREAKFAST: Everyday -  Assorted s and Cereal, Juice, White or Chocolate Milk, Graham Crackers, Toast

GRADES 5TH - 8TH      

Mon Chicken Tenders, Spicy Chicken Sandwich, Steakfinger Bowl Tues  BBQ Boneless Wings Chicken & Cheese Quesadilla
Cowboy Chili Weds  Mini Corn Dogs, Sloppy Joes, Soft Tacos Thurs Hamburger Pizza, Loaded Baked Potato w/Broccoli 

Cheese Soup, Pizza Pocket Fri No school

LUNCH: Everyday: Variety of milk. Your choice of 1 & 1 or juice, rolls, crackers • Salad bar offered daily 

BREAKFAST: Everyday -  Assorted Fruit and Cereal, Juice, White or Chocolate Milk, Yogurt w/Granola

Mon Biscuit w/Gravy, Cinnamon Toast Crunch Tues Pancake Sausage Breakfast Sandwich, Eggogi Waffles, Cinnamon Toast 
Crunch Weds  Breakfast Burrito, Vanilla Yogurt w/Granola 

Thurs Breakfast on a Stick, Pancake Sausage Breakfast Sandwich Fri  No school

BREAKFAST: Everyday -  Assorted Fruits and Cereal, Juice, White or Chocolate Milk, Yogurt w/Granola

LUNCH: • Everyday: 1% unflavored or non fat chocolate milk & juice • Salad Bar

SPONSORED BY

Azle School Menu

HIGH SCHOOL

BREAKFAST: 
PreK-4th Grade, 7-12th Grade $1.55
5-6th Grade FREE 2nd Meal $2.00
Visitors/Employees $2.75

LUNCH: 
PreK-4th Grade $2.55 5-6th Grade $2.75
7-12th Grade $2.55 2nd Meal $3.20
Visitors & Employees $3.75

Mon BBQ Boneless Wings, Cheeseburger Mac Tues Chicken and Cheese Quesadilla, Popcorn Chicken Bowl w/Roll
Weds  Breakfast for Lunch, Yogurt Parfaits, Banana Muffin Thurs Cheese Nachos, Pepperoni Pizza Fri  No School

LUNCH: Everyday - Variety of milk. Your choice of 1  & 1  or juice

Mon Cinnamon Toast Crunch, Biscuit w/Gravy, Froot Loop Waffles
 Tues Pancake Sausage Breakfast Sandwich Weds  Froot Loops w/Vanilla Yogurt Cup Thurs Pig in a Blanket Fri No school

AZLE DENTAL CARE
Proudly Helping Azle Smile for over 26 Years!

Dr. Brooke Porter & Associates
817-444-1763 • SmileGreat.com

Feb 3-7, 2025

Mon Biscuit w/Gravy, Froot Loop Waffles Tues Pancake Sausage Breakfast Sandwich, Eggogi Waffles, Banana Muffin Weds  
Breakfast Burrito, Vanilla Yogurt w/Granola Thurs Pig in a Blanket, Pancake Sausage Breakfast Sandwich Top Fri  No school

Mon Sweet Fire Chicken w/Brown Rice, Breaded Chicken Sandwich, Chicken Alfredo w/Breadstick, Bacon Pizza, Cheese 
Pizza, Breaded Chicken Sandwich  Tues  Orange Chicken & Rice, BBQ Boneless Wings, Spaghetti, Hamburger Pizza, Moz-
zarella Sticks  Weds Chicken and Vegetable Dumpling w/Lo Mein, Chicken Nuggets w/Breadstick, Spicy Chicken Sandwich, 

Pizza Pocket, Supreme Pizza Thurs  Teriyaki Chicken w/Brown Rice, Chili Cheese Dog, Pizza Grilled Cheese, Meatlovers Pizza, 
Pepperoni Pizza Pocket  Fri  No school

   

This menu is sponsored by ... 

Springtown School Menu
BREAKFAST PRICES

EC-12th Grade �������������������������������������������������������������������
$1�75

EC-12th Reduced ���������������������������������������������������������
$0�30

Adult ������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
$2�25

LUNCH PRICES
PK-4th Grade ���������������������������������������������������������������������

$3�00 
5th-8th Grade ���������������������������������������������������������������������

$3�25
High School �������������������������������������������������������������������������$3�00 
Reduced ������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

$0�40
Adult ������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

$4�25
Students may prepay for their meals.

K - 4th Lunch Lunch: Everyday - Choice of one meat, two vegetables, and one grain/bread with milk., 
Variety of milk is offered every day for breakfast and lunch.

PK - 12th Breakfast BREAKFAST: Everyday - Various Juices & Cereals, Toast, Milk Variety, Fruit, Jelly, Assort-
ment, Buttermilk Biscuit, Variety of milk is offered every day for breakfast and lunch. 

Mon General Tso’s Chicken Tangerine Chicken, Brown Rice  Roll Fresh Veggies Mandarin Oranges   
Tues  Chicken Sandwich Rib Sandwich Roasted Chickpeas Fresh Veggies Applesauce, Orange Weds  
Regular or Spicy Tenders Waffles Tator Tots Fresh Veggies Apple, Blueberries Thurs  Beef or Chicken 

Tacos Beef or Chicken Nachos Refried Beans Corn Apple Slices, Sliced Peaches Fri BBQ Chicken, 
Pulled Pork Sandwich Steamed Broccoli, Coleslaw Roll Fresh Veggies Banana, Sliced Strawberries

5th - 12th Lunch Lunch: Everyday - Choice of one meat, two vegetables, and one grain/bread with milk., 
Variety of milk is offered every day for breakfast and lunch.

AZLE DENTAL CARE
Proudly Helping Azle Smile for over 26 Years!

Dr. Brooke Porter & Associates
817-444-1763 • SmileGreat.com

Feb 3-7, 2025
PK through 12th Grade

*Menus are subject to change.

Mon Tangerine Chicken Grilled Cheese, Brown Rice Fresh Veggies Mandarin Oranges or Apple Slice 
Tues  Spaghetti Corn Dog Green Beans Fresh Veggies Strawberry Applesauce or Orange Weds  

Cheeseburger Hamburger Emoticon Potatoes Fresh Veggies (Cucumbers, Baby Carrots, Broccoli) 
Apple or Sliced Strawberries  Thurs  Beef Tacos Chicken Tacos Refried Beans Corn Apple Slices or 

Blueberries  Fri Pizza Mixed Vegetables Fresh Veggies, Banana or Watermelon Craisins

Mon French Toast Sticks Sliced Pears  Tues  Pancake Bites Strawberry Applesauce Weds Sausage 
Biscuit Mandarin Oranges Thurs  Cinnamon Roll Apple Slices  Fri Manager’s Choice Blueberries

Azle Senior Center open house a success
ZACH FREEMAN
azlereporter@tricountyreporter.com

AZLE — The Azle Senior 
Center celebrated a commu-
nity open house Jan. 24. The 
event offered gifts, goodies 
and a chance to see all the fa-
cility has to offer.

Jackie “JJ” Joy, the facility’s 
director, was excited to speak 
about the various activities 
she had in store for the fu-
ture. Joy said she’d recently 
picked up three new vendors 
to call bingo games, also pro-
viding the blockout prizes 
along with cake and ice cream 
for birthday parties. Joy said 
the center is excited to host 
“blingo” in February, where 
vendors will provide shiny, 
flashy, blingy prizes and mu-
sic and host music bingo on 
the first Wednesday of the 
month with Joyce Spikes.

“She gives us special cards 
that have names of songs, 
and then she plays a song, 
and if it’s on your card, you 
mark it off,” Joy said. “I’ve 
been calling bingo a lot. I like 
being in there because it gives 
me a chance to be with my 

people. But it’s nice when we 
get these vendors involved.”

Joy said prospective visi-
tors to the center should 
be on the lookout for its 
February calendar, which will 
be dropping on its website 
soon. The center will hold 
exercise classes with Amanda 
Scott Wednesday mornings. 
On Feb. 20, the center will be 
serving guests muffins and 
coffee and an opportunity 
to socialize. On Feb. 17, the 
center will feature a “Mindful 
Monday” rock painting class.

“We’re going to do some 
rock painting, because it’s 
random acts of kindness the 
week before. So we’re go-
ing to do that, and then we 
can give our rocks to people 
to show that we appreciate 
them … The Thursday or 
Friday before the Super Bowl 
we’re going to do something 
special. We haven’t got it all 
planned out yet, but we’re 
going to be doing that and 
people are going to get ev-
erybody to vote for who they 
want to win.”

Joy hopes the center can 
also soon start a crochet club. 

ZACH FREEMAN | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

Jackie Joy points out signatures on a quilt from the Azle Senior Center’s original founders and attendees. Joy noted that she has even met 
the children of couples who attended in the 1980s.

Earlene Gardner and Penny Conn at the Azle Senior Center Jan. 24 
open house.

Attendees play bridge in a back room at the Azle Senior Center.

Jackie Joy shows off some 
bling that might feature in an 
upcoming bingo game.

Among the year’s other de-
velopments are an increase, 
to $2.50, in the recommend-
ed donation price for the cen-
ter’s daily meals. The money 
goes to Meals on Wheels to 
help offset the full cost of the 
food. Joy said this is the first 
time the center has had to 
increase prices in the almost 
nine years she has worked 
there.

Healthcare service provid-
ers and local business used 

the event as an opportunity 
to meet with the public. Scott 
demonstrated exercises with 
attendees and handed out 
raffled prizes. Attendees also 
gathered for a game of bridge 
in one of the center’s back 
rooms, while others demon-
strated their artistry in the fa-
cility’s craft rooms. One Azle 
Senior Center regular, Earlene 
Gardner, collected signatures 
from each person coming in 
for a quilt project while local 

artist Penny Conn worked on 
painting a large tablecloth 
banner for the center.

“I try to come up with use-
ful things to help make life 
easier,” Gardner said of her 
crafts. “Everything we use in 
here, we donate it and those 
will migrate. I bought supple-
mentals because I needed it 
but we have people donate 
material and stuff, and we 
use it.”
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FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED FOR 23 YEARS

State Inspection for Tarrant & Parker Counties

1304 NW Pkwy (Hwy 199)

817-444-8529
817-456-0907
www.motleyautomotive.com
Monday - Friday 8:30 am - 6:00 pm

Automotive
• Tune-ups

• Diesel

•  Suspension

•  Computer Diagnostics

• A/C Repair

• Brakes

• Emission Repairs

•  Repair & Restore 

Classic Cars

Motorcycles 

& ATVs
•  Maintenance 

& Repairs

Kerry Lane Kerry Lane

NW Pkwy Hwy 199

Service Rd

Jackson Tr.

W
estline Rd.

Motley’s AUTOMOTIVE & 
MOTORCYCLES

PACKAGE
DROP OFF 
STATION

TAKE OUT ORDERS 
817-406-4452
817-406-4800

HAPPY HOUR 
Tues-Sat 4 - 8 pm

1300 Northwest Pkwy, Azle, Texas
Sun 11-8 • Tues - Thurs 11-9 

Fri 11-10 •  Sat 11-9:30 
MON CLOSED

Infant left in a vehicle at sporting event; 35-year-old man arrested
JOLEE SKINNER
jolee@tricountyreporter.com

SPRINGTOWN — On the 
evening of Jan. 25, an infant 
was left inside a vehicle at a 
kids’ sporting event at the 
Lions Club in Springtown.

According to the 
Springtown PD Facebook 

page, Springtown police of-
ficers responded to a call for 
service at a Lions Club youth 
sporting event after receiv-
ing reports of a baby possibly 
being left in an unattended 
vehicle. The infant was found 
in an unattended vehicle un-
harmed. Springtown officers 
located the parents of the 

baby and arrested 35-year-
old Juan Carlos Bencomo-
Garcia, who was charged with 
abandoning/endangering a 
child. Officers are still inves-
tigating and additional ar-
rests may be forthcoming.

The heavy presence of law 
enforcement at the event 
was because of the incident 

and not because of any other 
threat to public safety or the 
individuals attending the 
event.

The Springtown Police 
Department is not releasing 
any information regarding 
the identity of other indi-
viduals who may be involved 
due to a minor being at the 

center of the investigation. 
Springtown PD addressed the 
concern residents may have 
had and assured the public 
of no other incidents that 
evening.

“We understand that an 
unexpected presence of law 
enforcement personnel at an 
event involving a crowd, and 

juveniles may cause signifi-
cant concern and speculation 
and therefore we are mak-
ing this post to reassure the 
community that there was no 
threat to the public or any of 
the other children attending 
or participating in this event 
at any time,” officials said.

AISD addresses drop in unofficial accountability ratings
ZACH FREEMAN
azlereporter@tricountyreporter.com

AZLE — Azle Independent 
School District can now be 
counted among the many 
Texas school districts unhap-
py with its unofficial account-
ability ratings from the Texas 
Education Agency.

Texas Academic 
Performance Reports are an 
important tool for school dis-
tricts to determine how their 
students fare academically. 
The metric measures STAAR-
based student achievement, 
school progress from year to 
year and equity between dif-
ferent demographics enrolled 
at each campus. It is used by 
the Texas Education Agency 
and the federal govern-
ment to help identify which 
schools need guided im-
provement and which can be 
trusted to self-assess.

In years past, TAPR has 
been used to generate an ac-
countability rating for each 
district. Prior to launch, TEA 
unveiled a new formula for 
the 2023 accountability rat-
ings that many districts wor-
ried would negatively impact 
their scores. Some of those 
districts then filed a lawsuit 
against TEA in protest of the 
new formula. While under liti-
gation, the TEA has halted the 
official publication of 2023 
and 2024 scores.

Azle ISD has calculated its 
own unofficial score based 
on recently released TAPRs 
and confirmed its accuracy 
with the TEA. AISD Director 
of Secondary Curriculum 
and Federal Programs Jordan 
Thiem presented the scores 
at a Jan. 21 board of trustees 

meeting.
Using the accountability 

formula, the district would 
have scored a 78 or a C for 
its 2024 accountability rat-
ings. The unofficial account-
ability rating for 2023 was 
projected to be 85 or a B. Azle 
ISD also scored an 85 in 2022. 
Districts were not rated in 
2021 or 2020 because of the 
COVID-19 lockdowns and 
Azle ISD received an 88 for 
2019.

In the categories of student 
achievement, school progress 
and closing the gap, Azle ISD 
scored 79, 78 and 76, while 
the prior year’s scores were 
83, 82 and 77 respectively.

Scores were also broken 
down to the school level. 
Most Azle schools scored Bs 
and Cs, with the outliers be-
ing Hornet Academy with a 
99 and Liberty Elementary 
with a 66. Thiem explained 
that while secondary schools 
had a number of differ-
ent factors analyzed in its 
scores, elementary schools 
were graded entirely on third 
and fourth grade STAAR test 
results.

“That entire number is re-
ally based off of two ELA 
tests and two math tests that 
all happen within two days,” 
Thiem said. “You’ll notice 
that Liberty there is marked 
as a D, as a 66. I will tell you, 
that’s already in the pro-
cess of being turned around. 
(Principal) Miles is doing 
fantastic things at Liberty, 
and we have seen gains there 
already. So, that number is 
changing as we speak.”

In a general trend from 
schools across the district, 
Azle outperformed other dis-

tricts in the state and region 
in meeting and approaching 
STAAR performance expec-
tations, while Azle schools 
often had a smaller per-
centage of students achieve 
master level scores and 
students who did not meet 
expectations.

Thiem described English 
language arts as a “shining 
star” for the district, citing 
above average scores in both 
its elementary and second-
ary schools. Thiem attributed 
the higher English scores to 
a successful implementation 
of reading and ELA initia-
tives in elementary, junior 
and high school that build off 
each other and reinforce criti-
cal skills and knowledge for 
the subject. Conversely, the 
district’s third grade math 
STAAR scores tended to lag 
slightly behind the region 
and state.

“(Math) is where we need to 
focus on,” Thiem said. “This 
is also the place that the rest 
of the state and the rest of 
the country need to focus on. 
Math scores have consistent-
ly gone down since COVID, 
and it’s been a struggle … 
One of the things I am proud 
of is the lack of how much 
we’ve dropped, because 
our drop has been signifi-
cantly less than some of the 
districts that are around us, 
and it’s actually been less 
than what the region and the 
state have seen all together. 
Though we have gone down, 
it has not been as significant 
as what we’ve seen across the 
state.”

To address this problem, 
Thiem said the district is 
trying to move away from 

online math games and 
steer students to learning 
through group discussion, 
using hands-on tools and 
resources.

More data presented by 
Thiem showed that while 
AISD’s college-level course 
enrollment fell behind the 
state and region, the district 
outperformed in the number 
of graduates ready for trades 
and careers. Azle ISD scored 
51% and 50%, respectively, in 
college and career readiness 
compared to the state’s 62% 
and 36%. College readiness is 
largely based on if students 
earned college credit through 
Advanced Placement, 
OnRamps, Dual Credit 
classes or met Texas Success 

Initiative criteria for the SAT 
and ACT, among other aca-
demic achievements. Thiem 
said the district hopes to 
boost this number by imple-
menting Texas College Bridge 
in more classes. Career readi-
ness is based on the num-
ber of students enrolled in 
work programs or that have 
earned industry certifica-
tions. Thiem noted that some 
AISD programs may not be 
counted toward career readi-
ness, despite preparing stu-
dents for jobs in fields like 
crane operation or industrial 
refrigeration, because of TEA 
standards.

For a total college, career 
and military readiness score, 
AISD achieved 70%. This in-

crease achieved a goal set by 
the board two years ago but 
still had Azle lagging behind 
the state’s 76% CCMR score. 
The district, region and state 
all showed improvements in 
all three readiness categories 
over the last three years.

Azle ISD’s graduation rate, 
97.2, exceeded the state and 
region, 90.3% and 89.9%. 
Thiem noted that this num-
ber does not necessarily re-
flect the number of students 
who graduated, but instead 
the percentage who gradu-
ated with their grade cohort. 
Counting students who grad-
uated early or late, Thiem 
said the district’s true gradu-
ation rate is close to 99%.

FILE PHOTO:

Jordan Thiem addresses trustees at a school board meeting.

APD gets approval for new 
radar, armor plating
ZACH FREEMAN
azlereporter@tricountyreporter.com

AZLE — During the Jan. 21 
Azle City Council meeting, 
the Azle Police Department 
received approval to seek 
two justice assistance grants. 
The first grant, for $32,000, 
will be used to fund the 
purchase of eight vehicle-
mounted radar units. The 
second, for $10,000, will be 
used to purchase rifle-resis-
tant body armor plates. Cpl. 
Mike Winterrowd pitched the 
two items to the Azle City 

Council.
The APD has used similar 

grants to purchase a crime 
scene scanner, shields, body 
armor, a drug burn barrel 
and other items in the recent 
past. The city will pay the ini-
tial costs for these items and 
receive reimbursement from 
the state of Texas after Oct. 1.

Winterrowd and Sgt. Jordan 
MacQuarrie demonstrated 
that the new armor plates 
will not only provide great-
er protection, they will also 
take about 10 pounds off the 
60-or-so pounds of gear of-

ZACH FREEMAN | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

Sgt. Jordan MacQuarrie hands a lightweight piece of armor plating to Azle City Council member Derrick 
Nelson.

ficers often carry and save 
officers time in active shooter 
situation. The armor plates, 
Winterrowd said, can be 
slipped into the pockets of a 
normal police vest and worn 
all the time instead of having 
officers change into bulkier 
armor.

“Armor technology has got-
ten us to a point we can actu-
ally be a lot more comfortable 
in our jobs,” Winterrowd said.

The council unanimously 
voted to approve the pur-
chase of both items.
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Ruby Lee Insell
1954 — 2025

Ruby Lee Insell, 70 years 
young, went to be with the 
Lord Tuesday, Jan. 14, 2025, 
after a long hard fight with 
COPD. She lived in Azle on 
Eagle Mountain Lake with her 
husband Frank (aka Huey) 
and their four foster dogs.

Ruby was born July 16, 
1954 in Corsicana. As the 
oldest of four, she grew up 
teaching and caring for her 
siblings as well as numerous 
younger cousins. She was 
baptized at a young age in the 
Baptist church. She enjoyed 
spending time outdoors in 
East Texas as a child and 
never lost her love for the 
outdoors. Ruby loved fishing, 
sewing, country music and 
playing soccer. In her later 
years she loved to relax on 
the back porch, enjoy the lake 
and view the wildlife. Ruby 
was a loving wife, caring 
mother, selfless grandmother 
and a loyal and supportive 
friend to countless others. 
Her younger brother Billy was 
a disabled vet who she moved 
in and cared for the last year 
of his life.

In October 1971, she gave 
birth to a daughter, Melissa 
(Lisa). She fell in love with 
her husband Frank (aka 
Huey) while they were work-
ing together at a factory that 
manufactured phonograph 
records. The couple married 
May 10, 1974. They lived to-
gether in Arlington for most 
of their marriage where they 
raised their daughter Lisa. 
Many of those first years she 
was a stay-at-home mom to 
care for Lisa.

Later Ruby worked at a 
printing center at Vought 
Aircraft, as a REALTOR® and 
became an LVN in 1994 work-
ing at John Peter Smith hos-
pital caring for AIDS patients. 
At a time when many patients 
were shunned by family 
and friends, more than once 
Ruby was the only person to 
comfort them and hear their 
stories at their passing. She 
left as a nurse when she was 
promoted to stay-at-home 
grandmother to Hayley in 

1996. She received an ad-
ditional promotion in 1998 
with the arrival of Ashley. She 
never missed a soccer game, 
basketball game or soft-
ball game if Lisa, Hayley or 
Ashley were involved. Ruby 
was a very good soccer player 
herself despite taking it up 
for the first time as an adult. 
She loved the game and the 
spirit of competition, never 
asking for nor giving any 
quarter. Many of her closest 
friends were teammates and 
those friendships continued 
throughout her life.

Ruby spent her free time 
helping family and friends 
in any way she could, from 
fostering dogs at animal 
shelters, being a caretaker 
for loved ones, to volunteer-
ing as homeroom mom to 
support her grandchildren in 
school. She was a loyal and 
supportive friend to all. Ruby 
was known as a selfless care-
giver and teacher by everyone 
around her.

Preceding her in death were 
brothers Billy Hays, John 
Wayne Hays; sister Elizabeth 
Fagan; and her mother 
Haneva Robinson Simmons.

Ruby is survived by her be-
loved husband Frank (Huey) 
Insell; her daughter Melissa 
(Lisa) Lee; grandchildren 
Hayley Dyer and Ashley Dyer; 
nieces Crystal Boyte and 
April Babovec; nephews Josh 
Hays, Billy Wayne Hays, John 
Hays Jr., Vincent Fagan and 
Joseph Fagan.

A church alive is worth the drive! For more information or rates on listing your church, call Toni at 817-270-3340

THE ABBEY CHURCH 
Pastor: Paul Brownback 

10400 Jacksboro Hwy 817-238-1404  
www.TheAbbeyChurch.com 

Morning Worship ���������������������������10:30 am 
Community Groups ��������������� Various Times

ASH CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH 
Pastor: Dr� G� Wesley Shotwell 

300 South Stewart St� 817-444-3219 
www.ashcreekbc.org 

Sunday School ��������������������������������9:30 am 
Contemporary Worship-TMP ���������10:45 am 
Traditional Worship  ����������������������10:45 am 
Evening Worship/Youth Refuge ��������6:00 pm 
Wednesday Evening ������������������������6:15 pm 

AZLE FIRST ASSEMBLY of GOD 
Rev� Joshua Lowrance 

1020 S�E� Parkway, Azle 817-237-4903 
Sunday School ��������������������������������9:30 am 
Morning Worship ���������������������������10:30 am 
Wednesday Evening ������������������������7:00 pm

COMMUNITY BIBLE FELLOWSHIP CHURCH 
Pastor - Alton Davis 817-521-4510 

cbfazle.org 
1405 Reynolds Rd�, Azle 

Directions: 730 N� to 1542 �5 mi� right  
on Cardinal, left on Reynolds 

Sunday Service �����������������������������11:00 am 
Wednesday Evening ������������������������6:30 pm

AZLE CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
DISCIPLES OF CHRIST 

Interim Minister Rev� Russell Clark, 
Family Life Minister Emerson Braun 

117 Church St� • 817-444-3527 
Sunday School ������������������������������10:00 am 
Morning Worship ���������������������������11:00 am 

CORNERSTONE COMMUNITY CHURCH 
2233 Hwy 199 E�, Springtown 

817-221-LIFE (5433)  
Sunday Worship Service ���������������10:00 am 
Wednesday �������������������������������������7:00 pm

CROSSROADS BAPTIST CHURCH 
Pastor - Jon Baker 

Corner FM 730S & FM 1886 817-755-0279 
Transportation Available 

Worship Service ����������������������������10:30 am 
Wed� Prayer Service ������������������������7:00 pm

THE EDGE CHURCH - AZLE 
1313 S�E� Pkwy, Azle 817-237-4822 

Missouri Synod 
“Love God - Serve Others - Share Jesus” 

Traditional Worship �������������������������9:30 am 
Contemporary Worship������������������11:00 am

FIRST METHODIST CHURCH OF AZLE 
Pastor: Rev� Raymond Gilman 

200 Church St�, Azle 817-444-3323 
Morn� Worship �������������������8:30 & 10:45 am 
Sunday School �������������������������������9:45  am 
Youth ����������������5:00 pm Sun & 6:30 pm Wed

GRACEPOINTE CHURCH 
4110 E� Hwy 199, Springtown

Pastor: Timothy McKeown 
817-221-5683 gracepointesbc.org

Sunday School �������������������������������9:45 am 
Sunday Service �����������������������������11:00 am 
Wednesday Bible Study ������������������6:00 pm

HOLY TRINITY CATHOLIC CHURCH 
800 Highcrest Dr� -  Azle 817-444-3063 

Saturday �����������������������������������������5:00 pm 
Sunday �������������������������������������������9:00 am 
Sunday �������������������������������11 am (Spanish) 
Daily Mass (M, T, Th, F) �������������������8:00 am 
Wednesday Mass Religious ED �������6:30 pm 
Confessions �����������������������������������Sat 4 pm

HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH ELCA 
4795 E� Hwy 199 - Reno 817-221-HOPE 

Follow us on Facebook for streaming services 
Sunday School ��������������������������������9:00 am 
Traditional Service ������������������������10:00 am

SOLID ROCK BIBLE CHURCH 
591 S� Reno Rd, , Springtown, Texas 76082 

Pastor - Bill Gay - 817-304-7443 
Coffee and Donuts ��������������������������9:00 am 
Sunday School ��������������������������������9:30 am 
Morning Worship ���������������������������10:30 am 

Children’s Church After Music Service 
Wed� Prayer Meeting �����������������������6:30 pm 
Wed� Bible Study �����������������������������7:00 pm

LEGACY CHURCH 
Assembly of God Church 
Pastor: Gary D� Veazey 

Hwy� 199 & Jaybird Lane 817-221-2983 
Morning Worship ����������������9:15 & 11:00 am 
Kidz Zone���������������������������9:15 & 11:00 am 
Weds Evening Legacy Group Legacy Youth, Kids  
All Services �������������������������������������7:00 pm

THE RANCH CHRISTIAN COWBOY CHURCH 
Pastor: Greg Slankard 

7955 Reed Rd�, Azle 682-327-7082 
www.TheRanchCCC.org 

Sunday School 9:30 am • Worship 10:00 am 
Weds 7:00 pm • Thurs Potluck 6:30 pm
SILVER CREEK METHODIST CHURCH 

Pastor: Bill Killough 
2200 Church Rd�, Azle 817-444-1382 

www.silvercreekmc.org 
Sunday School 9:30 am • Worship 10:30 am

SILVER CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH 
Pastor:  Jay Ditty   

Minister of Music: David Musick 
Corner FM 730 S� & Veal Station Rd� 

Church 817-444-2325  
www.silvercreekbc.org  

Sunday School �������������������������������9:45  am 
Morning Worship ���������������������������10:50 am 
Evening Worship �����������������������������6:00 pm 
Wed� Prayer Service ������������������������7:00 pm

THE WORD@LAKESIDE CHURCH OF GOD 
9396 FM 1886 Fort Worth, TX 76135 

817-237-5500 
thewordatlakeside�com 

Pastors: Brandon and Kelly Bohannon 
Worship Pastor: Christen Moody 

Family Life and Young Adult Pastors: Jodie 
and Mark James, Kids Pastor: Katie Pearson, 

Student Pastors: Taylor and Sheridan 
Tomlin, Creative Directors: Logan and Carrie 

Edwards, Connections Coordinators: 
Preston and Ashley Larrew

Equip Sunday School 
at the WORD �������������������������������� 9:30 AM 
Empower Worship 
at the WORD ������������������������������ 10:45 AM 
Kids at the WORD����������������������� 10:45 AM 
PreK at the WORD ���������������������� 10:45 AM 
Emanate at the WORD  
(Special Needs Ministry) ������������ 10:45 AM 
Nursery at the WORD ����������������� 10:45 AM 
Young Adults at the WORD ����������� 6:00 PM 
Wednesdays 
Adult Bible Class �������������������������� 7:00 PM 
The WORD Students 
(6th-12th grades) ������������������������� 6:30 PM 
Awana Kids at the WORD  ������������ 6:30 PM 
Life at the WORD Life Groups Various Times

... ATTEND THE CHURCH OF YOUR CHOICE THIS SUNDAY

Azle • Springtown • Mineral Wells • Weatherford 
817-444-3211 • www.whitesfuneral.com

Our family serving your family since 1908

•  Full Service 
Funeral Home

•  Cremation 
Services

•  Pre-Need 
Plans

Bob White, 
Anita White & 
Zack Bellenger

James R. Plowman 
Norma Plowman
913 N. Elm St.  

Weatherford, TX 76086
www.galbreaithpickard.com

1-800-593-2747

817-594-2747 • FAX 817-596-7803

BOOK REVIEW

The Word of Dog
TERRI SCHLICHENMEYER
Special to the Tri-County Reporter

Your dog has it pretty 
good.

You feed him nutritious 
food tailored to his needs, 
and you’re generous with 
snacks. She has her own bed, 
but she prefers yours and 
you don’t mind. You open 
doors for him, play his fa-
vorite games, and you pick 
up his toys and his yard. 
Around your house, it’s ab-
solutely a dog’s life but, phil-
osophically speaking, asks 
Mark Rowlnds in “The Word 
of Dog,” which of you really 
has it better?

At a certain time of day, 
on certain days of the week, 
Mark Rowlands asks his 
German shepherd dog, 
Shadow, if he wants to ride 
along to fetch Rowlands’ 
son. This sends Shadow 
spinning happily, even 
though the ride is routine 
and always uneventful.

For years, he took Shadow 
on walks by the canals near 
their Miami home where 
Rowlands says Shadow took 
great delight in running, 
chasing and scattering igua-

nas and ducks. It was, he 
says, a Sisyphean task with 
no end but that seemed to be 
half the fun.

He often wonders why he 
can’t capture that kind of joy 
over something so simple, 
and he wonders about the 
meaning of it. It’s doubt-
ful, Rowlands admits, that 
Shadow thinks similarly, but 
though Socrates (or maybe 
Plato) said that an unexam-
ined life is not worth living, 
surely Shadow feels joy. 
Isn’t that the point of a life 
well-lived?

Immanuel Kant weighed 
in on self-reflection, which 
Rowlands says dogs prac-
tice, though obviously not 
as humans do. He disagrees 
with Sartre’s principles of 
freedom, vis à vis dogs, be-
cause a dog’s idea of free-
dom likely differs from ours. 
Philosopher Moritz Schlick 
said that the “meaning of life 
is play,” and dogs absolutely 
tick that box. Rowlands fur-
thermore argues that dogs 
have morals, logic and a cer-
tain doggy rationality, and 
though Christian philoso-
pher William Lane Craig sug-
gested that dogs’ lives lack 

meaning because they don’t 
believe in God, Rowlands dis-
agrees. If you hope to truly 
understand life, he says, 
adopt a dog.

Once or twice at random 
inside this book, author 
Mark Rowlands says the 
things he presents here are 
“hard,” and he’s absolutely 
correct. “The Word of Dog” 
is the kind of book that may 
make your brain hurt, but in 
a good way.

Though dog owners may 
think that there’s no need 
to question the meaning 
of their fur-kid’s existence, 
Rowlands puts fun inside the 
difficult through stories of 
his own dogs, their habits, 
and how philosophers might 
consider their behavior. 
Even writing about Shadow’s 
aggression, which may be 
controversial for some train-
ers, Rowlands entertains 
and teaches readers to think 
about the nature of com-
parison between species, 
and if it’s possible or even 
valid. In this, he makes a 
good dog advocate, through 
logical arguments, theoreti-
cal hypotheses and sensical 
observations that will make 

readers — especially strictly 
science-minded ones — 
hard-pressed to dissent.

Just bear in mind that this 
isn’t a book for everyone. It’s 
a thinking person’s book, 
and don’t rush your time 
with it. For the right kind 
of left-brained reader, “The 
Word of Dog” is pretty good.

“The Word of Dog: What Our 
Canine Companions Can Teach 
Us About Living a Good Life,” 
c.2025, Liveright, $26.99, 256 
pages

dents with purpose and in-
tegrity. I am truly blessed to 
have worked alongside such 
dedicated educators, staff 
and families. Our students 
deserve the best from each 
and every adult and my wish 
is for every child to know 
they have the unwavering 
support of our school com-
munity and its leaders.”

Lake Worth ISD Board 
President Armando 
Velazquez praised Dr. 
Neshyba’s dedication and 

NESHYBA
FROM PAGE A1

contributions she has made 
to her students and to the 
district.

“Dr. Neshyba’s leadership 
has transformed our district 
in countless ways,” Velaquez 
said. “Her vision, dedication, 
and compassion have left 
a profound impact on our 
students, staff and commu-
nity. On behalf of the Board 
of Trustees, we extend our 
heartfelt gratitude for her 
service and wish her the best 
in her retirement.” 

The Lake Worth ISD school 
board will continue its search 
for a new superintendent and 
ensure a smooth transition 
for the district takes place. 

Golf course comeback
Cross Timbers Golf Course 
presents annual review

ZACH FREEMAN
azlereporter@tricountyreporter.com

AZLE — No mulligan was 
needed after a rough year 
turned to aces for Cross 
Timbers Golf Course.

On Jan. 21, Cross Timbers 
Golf Course Manager Matt 
Sommerfield presented an 
annual report to the Azle 
City Council. While fewer to-
tal rounds were played in the 
last fiscal year, Sommerfield 
and Azle City Manager Tom 
Muir were relieved when con-
sidering the year’s hurdles. 
Parts of the course were shut 
down and fees were reduced 
from May to September af-
ter winter weather and dry 

conditions killed off greens 
in 2024. The total rounds 
of golf played were 40,971 
which was only 8.7% away 
from being on par with the 
prior year. A total revenue of 
$2,045,023 with expenses to-
taling $2,094,679 meant the 
course only had a net loss of 
about $50,000, despite the 
major handicap.

“That’s not nearly as bad 
as we thought it would be,” 
Muir said.

Sommerfield added that if 

the course had made similar 
amounts of money dur-
ing its down months, Cross 
Timbers would have made 
an additional $300,000 last 
fiscal year.

“On either end of those 
down months, we had re-
cord months,” Sommerfield 
said. “So, it made up for that 
$300,000 loss.”

Among its costs, 
Sommerfield said Cross 
Timbers re-sprigged or re-
sodded an area of about 

seven acres.
The course also received a 

new fairway mower, reno-
vated nine bunkers and the 
clubhouse. In October, the 
course added 70 new gas-
powered golf carts, a range 
picker and a beverage cart to 
its fleet in an agreement the 
city predicted would save it 
$28,318 annually.

To prevent future dam-
age caused by winter kills, 
the golf course has begun to 
close its greens and cover-
ing them with tarps during 
severe weather. With recent 
snowfall and below freezing 
temperatures, Cross Timbers 
has closed down as a precau-
tion twice this month.

817-270-3340
www.tricountyreporter.com
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Where there is smoke …
Fort Worth Nature Center & 
Refuge conducts prescribed burn

ZACH FREEMAN
azlereporter@tricountyreporter.com

FORT WORTH — 
Throughout Friday after-
noon, frightened Azle area 
residents called first re-
sponders with concerns 
about large plumes of smoke 
just outside the city. While 
there was plenty of smoke to 
be seen near State Highway 
199, there was no danger 
from the fires.

The Fort Worth Nature 
Center & Refuge conducted a 
prescribed burn Jan. 23–24. 
This effort was carried out 
by nature center staff, the 
Tarrant Regional Water 
District and the Fort Worth 
Fire Department Wildland 
Fire Team. While certain 
trails and sections of the 
center were closed off, 9601 
Fossil Ridge Road remained 

open to the public both days. 
Several years ago, former 
FWNCR Natural Resources 
Manager Daniel Price applied 
for a United States Forest and 
Wildlife Service grant to start 
restoring the prescribed ar-
eas. Last week, nature center 
staff was excited to finally 
start blazing new trails.

“This helps with our land 
management,” acting nature 
center director Jared Wood 
said. “It is a great way to man-
age habitats. It reduces fuel 
and the chances of wildfires, 
so it reduces wildfire risk and 
provides excellent training 
to firefighters from around 
this area. If they are called 
to a wildfire, like everyone 

has seen in California, they’ll 
know exactly how to go about 
it.”

Along with preventing pos-
sible wildfires, prescribed 
burns may help reduce inva-
sive plant and animal species 
and revitalize the soil, pro-
moting renewed growth of di-
verse native flora and fauna. 
The burns and cleanup took 
place over a period of about 
three days and covered an 
area of 250 acres. Wood said 
given the area, scope and tim-
ing of the project, its success 
is a testament to all involved. 

To learn more about the 
FWNCR, its operations and 
resources for visitors, visit 
www.fwnaturecenter.org.

ZACH FREEMAN | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

David Reasoner, natural resource technician, poses with Jared Hall, certified burn manager, and other 
volunteers at a prescribed burn Jan. 24.

Acting FWNCR Manager Jared Wood stands near a controlled burn area at the park’s entrance.

Small fires produce heavy smoke outside the FWNCR entrance on Fossil Ridge Road.Firefighters and volunteers trudge off into the woods with flammable liquid containers.

A container containing flammable liquid in front of a prescribed 
burn at the Fort Worth Nature Center & Refuge.
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Exceptional care close to home

Wright Way Family Practice
Crystal Wright, MSN APRN FNP-C

1250 E. Hwy 199, Springtown TX 76082
817-409-4699

wwfp@wrightwayfamilypractice.com

Notice of Public Sale pursuant to Chapter 59 of Texas property code to satisfy a landlord’s 
lien. Sale to be held at Springtown Self Storage at 1050 W Hwy 199; Springtown, TX  76082 on 
storageauctions.com starting on, January 24, 2025 at 9:00am CST and ending on February 
4, 2025 at 9:00am CST. Cleanup deposit is required. The seller reserves the right to withdraw 
the property at any time before the sale. Unit items sold to the highest bidder. Property 
includes the contents of spaces of the following tenant and is primarily household items 
and furniture. JEANETTE ALVARADO KALEB BRADLEY CASPERELLA ELKINS MICHELLE 
HERRING KHRISTANE LOVE SUPOTE NONGNU JWHITNEY THOMAS RICK WEBB SHANNON 
WHITE LAUREN WINGATE

Notice Of Public Sale of property to satisfy a landlord’s lien. Sale to be held online at 
storageauctions.com. Facility is located at 9355 Jacksboro Hwy Ft Worth TX 76135. Bidding 
will open 9:00am February 7,2025 and conclude 9:00am February 12,2025. $100 clean up 
deposit is required. Seller reserves the right to withdraw the property any time before the 
sale. Unit items sold as-is to highest bidder. Property includes the contents of spaces of 
the following tenants: Cynthia Thompson, bed, bed frame, toys, furniture, household items; 
Jody Patterson, Furniture and household items; Yerielis Rojas, Dresser, head board, boxes, 
household items.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING.The Parker County Commissioner’s Court will hold a public 
hearing to receive comments from interested members of the public on the proposed 
creation of Parker County Emergency Services District #10, a taxing entity, to provide 
emergency services to certain residents of Parker County in the area that includes all of 
the city limits of the City of Reno within Parker County and that is currently served by the 
Briar-Reno Fire Department, the boundaries of which are described in the Petition as follows:  
The boundaries of the proposed Parker County Emergency Services District No. 10 are 
coterminous with the city limits of the City of Reno, Texas, in Parker County.
Parker County Emergency Services District #10 is to be created and is to operate under 
Article III, Section 48-e, of the Texas Constitution, as proposed by S.J.R. No. 27, Acts of 
the 70th Legislature, Regular Session, 1987, and adopted by the voters at an election held 
November 3, 1987. The public hearing will take place during the Commissioner Court’s 
special meeting on Thursday, February 13th, 2025 at 9:00 A.M. at the Parker County 
Courthouse, One Courthouse Square, Weatherford, Texas 76086.  Each person who has an 
interest in the creation of the district may attend the hearing and present grounds for or 
against creation of the district.

CITY OF LAKE WORTH ORDINANCE NO. 1296  AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 
NO. 1169, THE COMPREHENSIVE ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LAKE WORTH, 
BY CHANGING THE ZONING DESIGNATION FROM “PC”PLANNED COMMERCIAL TO “C” 
COMMERCIAL FOR APPROXIMATELY 1.327-ACRES OF LAND DESCRIBED HEREIN AS 
BLOCK 1, LOT 8R, RITCHIE BROTHERS ADDITION, AND COMMONLY KNOWN AS 4100 
BOAT CLUB RD., LAKE WORTH, TEXAS AND BY AMENDING THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP 
TO REFLECT SUCH CHANGE; PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE SHALL BE CUMULATIVE 
OF ALL ORDINANCES; PROVIDING A PENALTY CLAUSE; PROVIDING FOR SAVINGS; 
PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR ENGROSSMENT AND ENROLLMENT; 
PROVIDING FOR PUBLICATION IN THE OFFICIAL NEWSPAPER; AND NAMING AN 
EFFECTIVE DATE. SECTION 6.  PENALTY CLAUSE.  Any person, firm or corporation who 
violates, disobeys, omits, neglects or refuses to comply with or who resists the enforcement 
of any of the provisions of this Ordinance shall be fined not more than Two Thousand Dollars 
($2,000.00) for each offense.  Each day that a violation is permitted to exist shall constitute 
a separate offense. SECTION 10.  PUBLICATION CLAUSE.  The City Secretary of the City 
of Lake Worth is hereby directed to publish in the official newspaper of the City of Lake 
Worth, the caption, the penalty clause, publication clause, and effective date clause of this 
ordinance two (2) days as authorized by Section 52.013 of the Local Government Code. 
SECTION 11.  EFFECTIVE DATE.  This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and 
after its passage and publication as required by law, and it is so ordained. PASSED AND 
APPROVED on the 21st day of January 2025.

CITY OF LAKE WORTH ORDINANCE NO. 1297 AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 
NO. 1169, THE COMPREHENSIVE ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LAKE WORTH, 
GRANTING A CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT TO OPERATE A MINOR AUTO SERVICE / 
REPAIR SHOP IN THE “HC” HIGHWAY CORRIDOR ZONING DISTRICT ON APPROXIMATELY 
0.8728-ACRES OF LAND DESCRIBED AS BLOCK 1, LOT 2, LAKE WORTH DADRE ADDITION 
AND MORE COMMONLY KNOWN AS 6734 LAKE WORTH BLVD., LAKE WORTH, TEXAS; BY 
AMENDING THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP TO REFLECT SUCH CHANGE,; PROVIDING THAT 
THIS ORDINANCE SHALL BE CUMULATIVE OF ALL ORDINANCES; PROVIDING A PENALTY 
CLAUSE; PROVIDING FOR SAVINGS; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR 
ENGROSSMENT AND ENROLLMENT; PROVIDING FOR PUBLICATION IN THE OFFICIAL 
NEWSPAPER; AND NAMING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. SECTION 7.  PENALTY CLAUSE.  Any 
person, firm or corporation who violates, disobeys, omits, neglects or refuses to comply with 
or who resists the enforcement of any of the provisions of this Ordinance shall be fined not 
more than Two Thousand Dollars ($2,000.00) for each offense.  Each day that a violation is 
permitted to exist shall constitute a separate offense. SECTION 11.  PUBLICATION CLAUSE.  
The City Secretary of the City of Lake Worth is hereby directed to publish in the official 
newspaper of the City of Lake Worth, the caption, the penalty clause, publication clause, and 
effective date clause of this ordinance two (2) days as authorized by Section 52.013 of the 
Local Government Code. SECTION 12.  EFFECTIVE DATE.  This Ordinance shall be in full 
force and effect from and after its passage and publication as required by law, and it is so 
ordained.
PASSED AND APPROVED on the 21st day of January 2025.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS Estate of Maria Elena Gonzales, Deceased Notice is hereby given 
that original Letters of Administration for the Estate of Maria Elena Gonzales, Deceased, were 
issued on January 22, 2025, in Cause No. 24P398, pending in the County Court of Parker 
County, Texas, to: Ricky Gonzales, Independent Administrator. Claims may be mailed in care 
of the Estate as follows: Ricky Gonzales, Independent Administrator c/o Wendi E. Andino, 
AttorneyRuelas Andino Law, PLLC 1020 Fort Worth Hwy., Ste. 500 Weatherford, Texas 76086 
All persons having claims against said Estate, which is currently being administered, are 
required to present them to the undersigned within the time and in the manner prescribed by 
law. Dated this 22nd day of January 2025.

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 4, “BUSINESS REGULATIONS,” CITY OF 
SPRINGTOWN CODE OF ORDINANCES BY ADDING A NEW ARTICLE 4.14 “SPECIAL 
EVENTS” TO REQUIRE PERMITS FOR SPECIAL EVENTS; PROVIDING PROCEDURES OF 
THE ISSUANCE OF A PERMIT; PROVIDING FOR HEALTH AND SANITATION REQUIREMENTS 
FOR THE EVENT; PROVIDING FOR POLICE PROTECTION FOR EVENTS; REQUIRING THE 
ORGANIZER OF THE EVENT TO CARRY LIABILITY INSURANCE IN A STATED AMOUNT 
WHEN EVENT IS HELD ON OR AT PUBLIC PROPERTY; PROVIDING A PENALTY FOR 
VIOLATIONS OF THE ORDINANCE; PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE SHALL BE 
CUMULATIVE OF ALL ORDINANCES; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; PROVIDING A 
SAVINGS CLAUSE; PROVIDING FOR PUBLICATION; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 
A person, firm or corporation who violates, disobeys, omits, neglects or refuses to comply 
with any of the provisions of this ordinance shall be deemed to have committed an offense. 
A person, firm or corporation found to have violated any provision of this ordinance shall, 
upon conviction, be fined in an amount not to exceed the sum of $500.00. The imposition of 
a fine shall be in addition to any and all other remedies provided in this ordinance. Each day 
that a violation is permitted to exist shall constitute a separate offense. This Ordinance shall 
be in full force and effect from and after its passage and publication as required by law, and 
it is so ordained. PASSED AND APPROVED ON THIS 23rd DAY OF JANUARY, 2025

CITY OF LAKE WORTH NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 2025 - 6:30 
P.M. LAKE WORTH CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS 3805 ADAM GRUBB, LAKE WORTH, TX  There 
will be a Public Hearing to receive citizen’s comments regarding the 51st Year Tarrant County 
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) project for reconstructing approximately 
1,200 feet of 2” water line and replacing with 6” water line.  The existing water line consists 
of cast iron piping and will be replaced with PVC pipe.  Written comments are requested to 
be submitted by Tuesday, February 11, 2025, to be included in the packets going to the Lake 
Worth City Council.  Written comments received after that time may be brought to the Public 
Hearing.  For questions on the project, please contact Micheal Christenson, Director Public 
Works, at (817) 237-7210 or Stacey Almond, City Manager, at (817) 237-1211.  Please submit 
written comments to: City of Lake Worth, ATTN: Holly Fimbres, City Secretary, 3805 Adam 
Grubb, Lake Worth, Texas 76135.

LEGAL PUBLIC NOTICESLake Worth Senior Center 
hosts Legacy Oaks of Azle

JOLEE SKINNER
jolee@tricountyreporter.com

LAKE WORTH — On Friday, Jan. 24, the Lake 
Worth Senior Center hosted seniors from 
Legacy Oaks in Azle plus staff for a healthy 
cooking event to demonstrate how to keep eat-
ing healthy in the later years of life.

Legacy Oaks of Azle brought its own chef, 
Juan Estrada, to cook a simple recipe for the 
seniors. The meal was salmon with cooked 
asparagus topped with an avocado dressing. 
Legacy Oaks of Azle Community Relations 
Director Kelly Case talked to the Lake Worth 
seniors about Legacy Oaks and all the services 
it provides.

For more information about the Lake Worth 
Senior Center visit www.lakeworthtx.org/
senior-center. For more information about 
Legacy Oaks of Azle, visit www.civitasseniorliv-
ing.com/legacy-oaks-of-azle/
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Legacy Oaks of Azle Community Relations 
Director Kelly Case talks to the seniors about 
the importance of maintaining healthy eating 
habits.

Legacy Oaks of Azle Chef Juan Estrada cooked salmon and vegetables for the seniors at the event.

Seniors grab plates of the meal Chef Juan prepared for them.

Power up! 
ZACH FREEMAN
azlereporter@tricountyreporter.com

AZLE — Despite any sus-
picions exceptionally cheap 
prices may have caused, the 
city of Azle got an offer it 
could not refuse at the Jan. 
21 council meeting.

In February 2021, Texas 
communities faced power 
outages, blackouts and se-
vere freezing temperatures 
during Winter Storm Uri. City 
employees had to brave the 

snow and ice using its single 
portable generator to pump 
sewage after its lift stations 
lost electricity. In order to 
reduce travel in hazardous 
conditions, among other 
reasons, the city has com-
pleted a grant application 
to the Federal Emergency 
Management Administration 
through the Texas 
Department of Emergency 
Management to purchase 
four additional generators, 
not exceeding $240,000 in 

total costs. The reimburs-
able grant will fund 90% of 
the project. When looking at 
its choice of sellers, the city 
could find no reason to reject 
its lowest bid of $152,800 
from KW Power Services LLC.

“It’s not wasted on staff 
that the bid we recommend-
ed is so much lower than 
expected,” Muir said. “We 
couldn’t find a reason to 
(disqualify) him. He’s going 
about it a bit differently. He’s 
having them made by a third 

party. They’re getting compo-
nent parts, and they’re put-
ting them together. We were 
not all that comfortable but 
then reviewing it he meets 
the specs. He’s worked on 
our generators before from a 
maintenance standpoint.”

Rick White, public services 
director, said the seller had 
worked with the city of Azle 
over 10 years ago and by all 
indications, accepting the bid 
was the right decision. City 
purchasing agent Jennifer 

Walls reached out to another 
city in the area that had ac-
cepted a similar deal from the 
seller and did not report any 
issues. The Azle City Council 
expressed some reservations 
at approving the deal initially 
but ultimately voted to ap-
prove the purchase of the 
generators.

“It’s got a Perkins diesel in 
it,” Rick White said. “So, it’s a 
really good motor. Everything 
in it is quality stuff, as best 
we can tell … We’re the sec-

ond city that it’s done for. I 
don’t know how many gener-
ators he’s got in service. He’s 
cutting out the middleman.”

The 85-kilowatt-hour gen-
erators will have a two-year 
or 500-hour warranty. They 
are expected to arrive before 
May 30. The generators will 
be stored at the utility main-
tenance and the wastewater 
plant.

Azle approves purchase of 
surprisingly cheap generators
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Hogle
INSURANCE 

GROUP

HOGLEINSURANCE.COM

“OUR BEST POLICY IS PERSONAL SERVICE”

817-444-6389Shaye hogle hogye hogle

Farm & Ranch
Albracht Harwood Agency Inc.

Springtown | Grapevine
(817) 220-4700
ahainsured.com CALL FOR A QUOTE TODAY!

Amy Kaplan ChFC CLU, Agent

813 E. Hwy 199, Springtown, TX 

817-220-5222 
amykaplaninsurance.com

Voted #1 Insurance Agency In Azle

Haley Carter

408 Boyd Ct., Azle • 817-444-1100 
HaleyCarter.com

• Auto
• Homeowners
• Renters

• Pet Insurance
• Life
• Business         

AUTHORIZED AGENT

Kaye Burtnett & Vanessa Roberson

905 E. Hwy. 199 Springtown, TX 76082

HOME • AUTO • FARM • LIFE

Protecting Texans, Prioritizing customer service

Thank you for voting us 
Best Insurance Agency 2021

AZLE & SPRINGTOWN
Insurance Directory

Dale Mares, 
AAMS BIG SAVINGS
MARES INSURANCE GROUP INC
208 W. MAIN, AZLE • 817-444-1491 
dalemares@allstate.com
Insurance and coverages subject to terms, qualifications and availability. 
Allstate Vehicle and Property Insurance Co. Allstate Fire and Casualty 
Insurance Co. Northbrook, Ilinois 2010 Allstate Insurance Co.

Lake Worth ISD board of trustees met Jan. 21
JOHN ENGLISH
Contributing writer

The Lake Worth ISD board 
of trustees met Jan. 21 as 
scheduled.

The meeting was conduct-
ed in the Lake Worth High 
School auditorium for the 
purpose of student recogni-
tion so students could be rec-
ognized for district, area and 
regional superlatives.

The board later went into 
executive session but took 
no action on any of the items 
discussed.

An invocation was followed 
by the Pledge of Allegiance 
and Texas Pledge, which 
were led by Lake Worth High 

School FFA students.
Next was a recognition of 

school board members.
January is school board 

recognition month and each 
school board member was 
presented with a gift bag 
from a campus principal and 
photos were taken.

Student recognition fol-
lowed, and students from the 
district’s athletics depart-
ment, career and technical 
education department and 
fine arts department were 
recognized for achievements 
during the first semester.

Next was an opportunity 
for public comments, but 
there were none.

The principal report was 

next, and Miller Language 
Academy Principal Jenifer 
Smith made a presentation 
about the various academic 
initiatives that are going on at 
her school.

Next up was a discussion 
on the course catalog, and 
there are a few new courses 
being offered for the dis-
trict’s career technology 
program.

Next was the semi-annual 
school safety report, and 
the district is continuing to 
build on the safety proto-
cols it started four years ago 
with additional door audits 
and technology to its existing 
platform.

An item to consider and 

approve target improvement 
plans was next, which was 
a report to the board about 
state-required submissions 
for some of the district’s 
campuses.

The next item was a mo-
tion to consider and approve 
a resolution regarding wage 
payments due to school 
closings.

Following the meeting, 
Board President Armando 
Velasquez said this was 
due to the recent inclement 
weather earlier this month.

“Whenever our hourly em-
ployees are unable to go to 
work due to school closure, 
they are out their normal 
pay,” Velasquez said. “This is 

a resolution to be able to get 
them paid for those days that 
the schools were closed.”

The motion was approved 
unanimously at the meeting.

The next item was a pro-
posal to approve an update 
to the 2024-25 compensation 
plan.

A motion was made to table 
that item until the February 
meeting, and it passed 
unanimously.

Next up was the super-
intendent’s report and the 
district’s superintendent 
Dr. Rose Mary Neshyba an-
nounced her retirement at 
the meeting effective at the 
end of June.

The minutes of the previ-

ous meeting held Dec. 16 
were approved unanimously.

The meeting was then 
adjourned.

Following the meeting, Dr. 
Neshyba, whose official re-
tirement date is June 30, said 
while it was a difficult deci-
sion to retire, it is the right 
time.

“It’s been 40 years,” 
Neshyba said. “I have aging 
parents and grandchildren, 
and it’s just time for me to 
go take care of them. It was 
an extremely hard decision. 
I love what I get to do every 
day, so I am sad. I’ve loved 
what I’ve gotten to do, and I’ll 
miss it.”

Springtown receives competitive grant for park 
renovations and amends business regulations

JOLEE SKINNER | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

The city council of Springtown meets every fourth Thursday at 7 p.m.

JOLEE SKINNER
jolee@tricountyreporter.com

SPRINGTOWN — On 
Thursday, Jan. 23, the 
city of Springtown re-
ceived a $300,000 nonur-
ban outdoor grant from the 
Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Commission. Springtown City 
Administrator David Miller 
announced the award at a 
regular city council meeting 
during his report.

“I am pleased to announce 
tonight that the final word 
came in this morning, after 
the public hearing in Austin. 
The city of Springtown, with 
the joint efforts between staff 
and public management, is 
the recipient of a $300,000 
matching 1:1 grant,” Miller 
said. “This is a grant that we 
applied for to put the all-
access playground in place. 
We have the matching funds 
already budgeted and we are 
going to be moving forward 
with that project.”

The nonurban outdoor rec-
reation grants fund projects 
in municipalities with popu-
lations less than 500,000. 
The city of Springtown was 
one of 21 communities that 
received a nonurban outdoor 
grant. The grant will be used 
for renovations and develop-
ment at Springtown Park. The 
new amenities will include 
an inclusive playground with 
pour-in-place surfacing and 
shade. It also includes a corn-
hole game area, tables for 
chess/checkers, trails, put-
ting green, fitness equipment 
and interpretive signage.

“It’s exciting news for us,” 
Miller said. “Kudos to the 
staff, kudos to public man-
agement for handling the 
grant application process. 
It’s a new and exciting use 
for that will service every age 
category that will benefit our 
citizens.”

These grants are competi-
tive and are allocated to lo-
cal government entities on a 
50/50 reimbursement match 

basis. Springtown Park is 
where the old Splash Pad 
used to be located.

Also, during the meeting, 
the city council approved 
amending chapter 4, busi-
ness regulations, in regard 
to needing a permit to host a 
special event held for a com-
mercial purpose that is open 
to the public.

The city of Springtown 
currently only requires a spe-

cial event permit for public 
events on city-owned proper-
ties that involve alcohol sales. 
The proposed and approved 
amendment expands this 
requirement to include any 
public event not contained on 
the organizer’s property.

The need for this change 
comes from concerns over 
unplanned growth of events, 
leading to issues like last-
minute requests for city ser-

vices, unauthorized street 
closures and disruptions to 
local businesses, particu-
larly in the square. These 
problems arise when event 
organizers fail to provide ad-
equate notice. Additionally, 
events held in close proxim-
ity to one another can result 
in resource conflicts, like 
overlapping vendor fairs. As 
of right now, the city does 
not anticipate the ordinance 

will call for a permit applica-
tion fee.

City staff recommends this 
amendment to better manage 
public events, while exclud-
ing private events like wed-
dings and birthday parties 
that are already regulated 
through the reservation pro-
cess. The council approved 
the ordinance 5-0.
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Go ahead 
& smile!

Dr. Joseph McCreary, III 
FAMILY & COSMETIC DENTISTRY

Family dentistry for all ages. 
Serving the Azle, Texas area

209 Roe Street, Azle
817-444-3209

Crowns & Bridges • Whitening 
Dental Veneers • Cosmetic Dentistry 

Implant Restoration • Dentures 
Pediatric Dentistry & More...

PREVENTATIVE • RESTORATIVE • COSMETIC

graduation ceremony held by 
the program.

Hornet Academy Principal 
Chris Hill introduced the 
ceremony, welcoming gradu-
ates and families. A wide ar-
ray of students from every 
background, age group and 
circumstance were in atten-
dance. Hill said this group 
faced significant challenges, 
including family and work 
obligations and manda-
tory tutoring. Past Hornet 
Academy graduates have 
included an accomplished 
police officer, multiple gen-
erations of the same family, 
an award-winning journalist 
and this year, its first married 
couple.

“I’m always in awe when 
I see this auditorium full of 
family and friends that are 
here to celebrate with our 
Hornet Academy gradu-
ates,” Hill said. “I am certain 
that some of our graduates 
and probably their families 
thought this day would never 
come. Some of them came 
back to school after being 
away for years. Others fell 
behind in classes and contin-
ued to fall further back. All 
of them needed that nontra-
ditional opportunity. Family 
and friends, I want you to 
know that these graduates 
chose to take the hard route 
to get here tonight, in addi-
tion to family and work ob-
ligations, they chose a path 
that included the additional 
stress of nonstop deadlines, 
mandatory tutoring and 
the tough love from their 
teachers”

Counselor Amanda 
Williams, registrar Felicia 
Johnson, Hornet Academy 
teachers Anthony Barron and 
Jennifer Young, Azle ISD’s 
board of trustees and the 
district’s superintendent at-
tended the ceremony to share 
in the students’ accomplish-
ments on and off the stage. 
Azle ISD Board President 
Bill Lane shared his personal 
journey and praised the grad-
uates’ resilience.

“It’s never said enough how 
proud we are to have you all 
graduate here tonight be-
cause you took the road less 
traveled,” Lane said. “There’s 
no doubt about it and you’ve 
been met with adversity, but 
out of that adversity and out 
of that different path, you sit 
here tonight moments away 
from becoming a high school 
graduate. If you’ll think about 
it for just a minute, what all 
you’ve been through, knowl-
edge is learned through ad-
versity. With the easy road 
you don’t learn a whole lot, 
I can promise you … My hat 
is off to you, because not ev-
erybody can do it, but y’all 
took advantage of an oppor-
tunity we have here. It takes 
a village to get kids through 
school. It takes a community 
to get behind you all, to get 
you where you are tonight, 
and we’re all so proud of you, 
this entire board. This is just 
one of the events that I never 
miss.”

ACADEMY
FROM PAGE A1

JIM STEVENS | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

Hornet Academy graduates, Azle ISD trustees and administrators gather for a group photo.

Married couple Robert and Amy Griffin graduated at Jan. 21’s ceremony.

January 2025 
Hornet Academy graduates:
• Camila Albarran
• Ruel Don Anderson
• Lane Micheal Bridges
• Journie Ryver Curtis
•  Landon Michael 

Darden
•  Noah McDuff 

Dickson
• Lorena Duenez
•  Maranda Leann 

Legend Fendley
• Amy Lynn Griffin
• Robert Wayne Griffin
• Shane Ryan Grubbs
• Alanis Nicole Hicks
•  Linda Lou Renee 

Hussong
• Alan Keith Latta II
• Sergio Lino

•  Samantha LeAnne 
McCloskey

•  Tiffany Maree 
McNeese

• Nichole Grace O’Barto
• Lily Grace O’Connor
• Sonia Ortega
• Rylan Drake Pack
•  Daemon Michael 

Patrick
• Jesi Elaine Petty
•  Heaven Melissa 

Romero
•  Brianna Levon 

Simonson
• Riley Shay Smith
• Crystal Dawn Smryl
•  Deacon Randolph 

Stephens

Bill Lane speaks at the podium.Chris Hill speaks at the podium.
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Optimist
Club of Azle

Meets every 
FRIDAY at 6:45 am

Moe’s Country Kitchen 
316 W. Main, Azle

Rotary
Club 

of Azle
MEETS AT NOON 

THURSDAY
412 Commerce St. 

(across from Azle Post Office)

Addiction wants to destroy 
you & everyone around you.

The Finish Line

With Jesus there 
is Victory over 
addiction.
GET BACK IN 
THE RACE!

Meetings held every Friday from
7:30pm-9:30pm at The Church at Azle

1801 S. Stewart • Azle • 817-401-8513 
www.ourfinishline.com

Floor School or Work 
7:30 PM 

THURSDAY NIGHT
Kenny Patrick- Worshipful Master

Chris Akers - Secretary
Clint Hall - Treasurer

Azle Lodge
No. 601

817-444-2300
412 Commerce St.

Volunteer Caregiver 
Training Classes

Classes open to 
public at no charge

Good N.E.W.S.

Our 
Volunteers 

Make a 
Difference!

Caregiver Volunteer Meeting
1st Monday of 

Each Month at 6pm

Living at Home Block Nurse Program

Meets 2nd TUESDAY 6:30 PM 

412 Commerce, Azle  
Patti Tobkin - President 

azlelionsclub.com
817-994-0074

Azle Lion’s Club
Volunteers Needed 

TexasHealth.org/ 
Volunteer/Our-Process

RAINBOW INN GIFT SHOP 
Inside Hospital 108 Denver Trail 

Azle 817-444-8651
ATTIC RERUNS 

NOW OPEN! FRI AND SAT 9-1 
714 SE Pkwy Azle 817-270-3690

CLUB or 
ORGANIZATION 

meeting?

Only $125 
for 52 weeks 

of advertising

Call for details:
817-270-3340

Daily meetings at Noon & 6:30 pm 
Sunday at 3 pm

229 S. Stewart St. • Azle
817-332-3533

Faced with a 
DRINKING Problem?

Perhaps Alcoholics Anonymous can HELP.

10328 Jacksboro Hwy
Fort Worth TX 76135

817-237-1819
www.emphc.org

Tues 9 - 3 pm • Thurs 12-6 pm
Se Habla eSpañol

Clubs and Clubs and 
OrganizationsOrganizations

Concerned about 
someone with an addiction?

Meetings Mon & Fri 6:30 pm
229 S. Stewart St. (left door) Azle

www.al-anon.org
azlesanctuaryafg@gmail.com

Leading People to Jesus Christ 
through the 12 Step Program 

alongside the Biblical Principals

120 E. Main St., Azle, TX 
Tuesdays 7-8:15 pm

For info contact Greg S. 
817-851-8648

COMMUNITY CHURCH

Christian Leaders partnering together 
with one voice to impact our culture for 

Christ. We celebrate unity amidst diversity 
as we pastor our community.

Luncheon meetings 
11:45 a.m. - 1 p.m. 2nd Tues of each 

month; location varies.
See www.azlema.com or email 

director@azlema.com for additional 
information.

817-200-4611

Love God. Love People. Love Your City.
Dream Center open 9-3 M-F 

11698 FM730 S. Azle
FOR QUESTIONS CALL:

833-4WE-SERV
servolutionnetwork.com

SEF awards SISD trustees certificates 
for School Board Appreciation Month
JOLEE SKINNER
jolee@tricountyreporter.com

SPRINGTOWN — On Jan. 
21, during the Springtown 
ISD board meeting, 
Springtown ISD’s Director 
of Communications and 
Marketing Kendra Hutchison 
recognized the board of 
trustees on behalf of the 
Springtown Education 
Foundation for its service to 
the district in honor of School 
Board Appreciation Month.

“We want to take a mo-
ment to thank our amaz-
ing Springtown ISD school 
board,” Hutchison said. “We 
really do appreciate your 
dedication to our staff and 
students. It does not go unno-
ticed. We are so grateful for 
the time and energy you’ve 
given to make our schools the 
best they can be.”

Springtown ISD 
Superintendent Shane 
Strickland presented each 
board member with a certifi-
cate naming a scholarship for 
each one that will be given to 
a high school student gradu-
ating this May.

“This is a small way to say 
thank you for your leader-
ship and the impact you have 
made on shaping tomorrow’s 
Texas, which is the theme of 
School Board Appreciation 
Month,” Hutchison said.

Strickland thanked the 
board of trustees for its sup-
port as he steps into his third 
year as superintendent.

“I want to thank you guys, 
publicly, for the support and 
the things that you allow me 

to do every day and that you 
have the oversight of seeing 
my day-to-day operations,” 
Strickland said. “This is year 
two of my superintendency. 
I’ve learned a lot and there’s 
some great things happening 
in the district and I hope ev-
eryone can attest to that.”

Strickland handed the 
trustees their certificates 
and announced how many 
total years each recipient has 
served.

Board of trustees President 
Rick Beall has served nine 
years on the board and is a 
member of the Springtown 

Education Foundation. Place 
2 Trustee Damon Liles has 
served nine years as well 
and two of his children are 
Springtown High School 
alumni. Secretary and Place 
3 Trustee Jay Grubis has 
served on the board for 12 
years. Board Vice President 

and Place 4 Trustee Chris 
Gilley has served five years 
on the board, is a Springtown 
High School alumnus himself 
and his wife, Ashley Gilley, is 
the Springtown High School 
librarian. Place 5 Trustee 
Gary Veazey has served five 
years on the board and is the 

pastor of Legacy Church in 
Springtown. Place 6 Trustee 
Mark Bryant has served four 
years on the board and is also 
a Springtown High School 
alumnus. Place 7 Trustee 
Cody Bryant is in his first 
year of service.

JOLEE SKINNER | TRI-COIMTY REPORTER

All Springtown ISD board of trustees received certificates of appreciation from the Springtown Education Foundation for School Board Appreciation Month. Pictured are (L-R): 
Cody Bryant, Mark Bryant, Jay Grubis, Rick Beall, Damon Liles, Chris Gilley and Shane Strickland. Not pictured is Gary Veazey.

Safe Harbor Counseling Center awarded $300,000 
grant aimed at mental health
JOLEE SKINNER
jolee@tricountyreporter.com

SPRINGTOWN — Safe 
Harbor Counseling Center, a 
Christian nonprofit organi-
zation dedicated to provid-
ing faith-based mental health 
services, was awarded a 
$300,000 Community Impact 
grant from Texas Health 
Resources and selected as the 
lead grantee for the Hands Up 
for Mental Health Initiative.

The initiative focuses on 
reducing mental health is-
sues and associated health 
risks for residents living 
in the Springtown area by 
expanding access to coun-
seling services. Safe Harbor 
Counseling Center Program 
Manager Fran Simpson said 
Safe Harbor was honored to 

receive the grant and stated 
the reasoning behind this 
organization.

“We are deeply honored 
to receive this grant and to 
partner with Texas Health 
Resources and our dedicat-
ed collaborators to meet the 
pressing mental health needs 
of our community,” Simpson 
said. “At Safe Harbor, we be-
lieve that everyone deserves 
compassionate, accessible 
care and this (program) will 
allow us to bring healing, 
hope and transformation 
to so many individuals and 
families in the 76082 ZIP 
code area.

The grant will cover trauma 
training for Safe Harbor staff 
and for support groups that 
meet.

This initiative is a partner-

ship between Safe Harbor 
Counseling Center, Joyful 
Ranch Counseling and First 
United Methodist Church of 
Springtown that have com-
bined resources to address 
the mental health chal-
lenges residents face in the 
Springtown area.

Allowing for a different 
option to counseling, Joyful 
Ranch Counseling offers pet 
assisted therapy.

First United Methodist 
Church of Springtown gives 
food backpacks to students 
at Springtown Elementary 
and Goshen Elementary 
Schools. Currently, Safe 
Harbor is using a space 
at First United Methodist 
Church to serve its clients. 
According to a press release, 
Safe Harbor Counseling 

Center has formed relation-
ships within the city to ex-
pand services and projects.

“Safe Harbor is also 
working with the City of 
Springtown to explore the 
coordination of a community 
garden, along with the efforts 
from other citywide organiza-
tions,” the press release says. 
“We are hopeful this project 
will begin soon. The goal of 
these grants is to foster col-
laborations and implement 
initiatives that address signif-
icant health concerns in com-
munities across Texas.”

Targeting the unique needs 
of residents, the Texas Health 
Community Impact grants 
will help across 32 ZIP codes 
that are disproportionately 
experiencing health challeng-
es. This is based on Texas 

Health’s Community Health 
Needs assessment that is 
conducted every three years. 
Chief Community and Public 
Policy Officer for Texas 
Health Resources David 
Tesmer said the impact of 
their work is evident and cre-
ates generational change.

“We have witnessed the tre-
mendous impact that can be 
achieved when we work with 
community organizations to 
tackle the unique challenges 
that residents in underserved 
communities face,” Tesmer 
said. “From providing fami-
lies free access to nutritious 
food and transportation to 
connecting residents to vital 
resources and support for 
their mental and physical 
health, these investments are 
not only meeting immediate 

needs but creating ripples 
of change for generations to 
come.”

The board of directors 
at Safe Harbor Counseling 
Center expressed its grati-
tude for the opportunity to 
work alongside Texas Health 
Resources and community 
partners to serve residents 
and the mental health needs 
in Springtown.

For more information 
about the Hands Up for 
Mental Health Initiative, con-
tact Safe Harbor Counseling 
Center via email at info@safe-
harborcounseling.org or visit 
the website at safeharbor-
counseling.org.
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LIC#TACLB016744E

817-444-8025
12000 FM 730 N Ste. B 

Azle, Texas

CELL 817-771-7713 

100% Financing With Approved Credit

All sizes on sale, call for pricing
All units have a ten year warranty on all parts

A/C SaleA/C Sale

Made in 
Texas!

$5,972 3 Ton Complete 
System Installed

$6,559 3 Ton Heat 
Pump System

Do you have a great photo of you or your family 
having fun while boating, fishing or swimming 
on Eagle Mountain Lake? Send it to info@
tricountryreporter.com or upload it to our website 
using the QR code, and your photo may appear in 
the Eagle Mountain Lake special section appearing 
in the Feb. 13 issue of the Tri County Reporter. 

We want your photos!

Scan QR code for 
link to our photo 

submission portal

RED 
SOLO 
CUP
BBQ Bash

13th Annual

JIM STEVENS | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

The room was packed, as over 200 attendees filled the Orchard Event Venue Jan. 25.

Dan Mauldin stands to receive his awards.

AHS math teacher and coach Sam Carter will be this year’s 
homecoming parade grand marshal for the second year in a row, 
after his wife bid for the title at the fundraiser.

Semifinalists stand at the front of the Orchard Event Venue,Jan. 25 during a game of heads or tails.

Renee Ball and AEF 2025 Distinguished Citizen Roddy Murr.

Shaye Hogle Hogye Hogle

HOGLE
Insurance Group

167 W. Main • 817-444-6389
www.HogleInsurance.com 

“Our Best Policy is Personal Service”

5.30%
Fixed Annuity 
60 Month Guarantee
$10,000 MIN. DEPOSIT

• Medicare
• Short Term Medical
• Life Insurance
• Group Life & Health
• Annuities

We are now authorized agents for GEICO

817-270-3340 817-270-3340 
TriCountyReporter.comTriCountyReporter.com

FOR 
ONE 
YEAR

$$7070
OUT-OF-COUNTY

FOR 
ONE 
YEAR

$$5050
IN-COUNTY
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Your business deserves to be seen!
Advertise with us today! 

Call Lora Paschal at 817-228-5469
lora@tricountyreporter.com

817-270-3340

Azle swimming 
qualifies eight 
for regionals
RICK MAUCH
Special to the Tri-County Reporter

The Azle Lady Hornets 
swim team will be well-repre-
sented at the upcoming Class 
5A Region II Swim Meet in 
Mansfield Feb. 7-8 after quali-
fying eight swimmers from 
this past weekend’s District 
5-5A Meet at the Northwest 
ISD Natatorium.

Karla Rodriguez led the 
way, qualifying in three 
events, while Kayley Brekel 
qualified in two events. 
Rodriguez will compete in the 
100-yard (1:02.83, fifth place) 
and 200 freestyle (2:17.99, 
fifth), along with being a 
member of the 200 (2:00.65, 
third) and 400 (4:31.11, third) 
free relays. Brekel qualified 
individually in the 50 free 
(28.38, fifth) and is part of the 
200 free relay.

Also qualifying were the 
200 medley relay of Ava 
Dash, Nekoda Averitte, 
Sophia Roark and Mavis 
Caldentey (2:42.44, fourth), 
along with Kaylee Daniels and 
Haven Brown on the 200 and 
400 free relays.

From regionals, the top 
two in each event qualify for 
state, along with eight wild 
cards from across the state’s 
eight regions.

“It was a great meet, every-
one PRd (personal record),” 
Azle coach Amy Estes said in 

praise of her team.

AZLE GIRLS SOCCER
The Lady Hornets (6-3, 1-1 

in District 5-5A) fell 1-0 at 
Saginaw Chisholm Trail in 
their district opener Jan. 21. 
On Jan. 24 they hosted Keller 
Fossil Ridge and won 1-0 as 
McKenzie Roberts scored on 
a penalty kick and goalkeeper 
Emma Nelson posted the fifth 
shutout in six games for Azle.

It was their first home 
game of the season.

Azle goes back on the road 
to Granbury Jan. 31 at 7:30 
p.m. Then, the Lady Hornets 
host Brewer Feb. 7 at 7:30 
p.m.

LAKE WORTH GIRLS SOCCER
The Lady Frogs (6-1-1) 

saw their five-game shutout 
streak come to an end with 
a 1-1 tie at Graham Jan. 22. 
They then returned home to 
host Burkburnett Jan. 24 and 
won 2-1.

Lake Worth entered both 
games ranked No. 13 in the 
state in Class 4A by the Texas 
Girls Coaches Association.

Vs. Graham: Reanna 
Arellano goal, Jacksiry Perez 
assist

Vs. Burkburnett: Goals 
from Perez and Yaretzi Salas, 
assist from Jasmin Martinez

The Lady Frogs start 
District 8-4A at home against 
Lake Dallas Jan. 31 at 7:15 

p.m. and visit Castleberry at 
5:30 p.m. Feb. 4.

AZLE BOYS BASKETBALL
The Hornets (9-21, 0-8 in 

District 5-5A) fell 70-44 at 
Saginaw Jan. 21 and dropped 
a 57-56 heartbreaker at home 
to Granbury Jan. 24 despite 
staging a 21-9 fourth-quarter 
run.

Vs. Saginaw: Britt Haas 14 
points, Bryce Robinson 10 

points, Cason Cook 8 points
Vs. Granbury: Jaydenn 

Taylor 15 points, Haas 
14 points, Cook 9 points, 
Robinson 8 points

Azle visits Brewer Jan. 31 
and hosts district-leading 
Aledo Feb. 4, both games at 
7:30 p.m.

AZLE GIRLS BASKETBALL
The Lady Hornets (6-23, 1-9 

in District 5-5A) dropped a 
50-43 contest at Saginaw Jan. 
21, followed by a 50-38 loss 
at home against Granbury 
Jan. 24.

Vs. Saginaw: Abbey 
Natusch 13 points, Angel 
Sifuentes 12 points, Keagan 
Stuart 7 points

Vs. Granbury: Natusch 22 
points, Bella Tipton 7 points

The next action is Jan. 31 

at Brewer, followed by the 
season-ending home game 
against Aledo on Feb. 4, both 
at 6:15 p.m.

SPRINGTOWN BOYS 
BASKETBALL

The Porcupines (8-15, 5-4 
in District 7-4A) kept their 
postseason hopes alive with 

Springtown faces off against Lake Worth

PHOTOS BY CHAPA PHOTOGRAPHY

On Friday, Jan. 17, in a one-day State Dual Championship at Kay Yeager Coliseum in Wichita Falls, the Azle Hornet boys wrestling team came 
out champs. The Hornets beat teams from Dallas Lovejoy, Dallas Wilson, Lubbock High School and Frisco Centennial.  Texas Wrestling ranks 
both Azle boys and girls third among 5A schools in the state. Hornet wrestlers who went 4-0 include Tyler Yancey, Chase Yancey, Wyatt Hicks, 
Landin Evans, Roman Fraser and Devin Wingfield. Lady Hornet wrestlers who went 5-0 include Noah Kovach, Mariah Dillard and Ellie Yelle.

PLEASE SEE ROUNDUP | B3
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The Springtown Porcupines boys basketball team hosted the Lake Worth Bullfrogs Tuesday Jan. 21. In a close contest, the Porcupines escaped with a 64-60 victory, ending a four-game losing streak and bringing 
their record to 7-18. Springtown was led by Braylen Fridia who went 12 of 23 from the field and dropped 30 points on the Bullfrogs. Ayden Brooks nearly completed a double-double by scoring 16 points and 
grabbing nine rebounds. Lake Worth has lost 12 of its last 13 and falls to 10-14 on the season. On the girls’ side of the ledger, the Springtown Lady Porcupines were also matched against Lake Worth. The Lady 
Porcupines demolished the Lady Bullfrogs by a score of 73-16, ending a Springtown 3 game losing streak and improved their record to 7-15 for the season. Lake Worth has now lost nine of its last 11 games and 
has a season record that stands at 16-13.
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Lake Worth vs Springtown girls

LAYTH TAYLOR | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

 Kalise Ivory works her way past the Springtown defenders.

The Lake Worth girls  basketball team took on the Springtown Porcupines Tuesday Jan.21. After a close game, 
the Bullfrogs came up short, losing 73-16 to the Porcupines.

Lake Worth vs Springtown boys
The Lake Worth Basketball team took on the Springtown Porcupines Tuesday Jan.21. 
After a close game, the Bullfrogs came up short, losing 64-60 to the Porcupines.

LAYTH TAYLOR | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

Braylen Fridia with a big layup.
LAYTH TAYLOR | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

Favian Lopez shoots a layup.
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Sudoku
JANUARY 30, 2025

Solution to 
last week’s 
puzzle
JANUARY 23, 2025

ZED by Duane Abel www.corkycomics.com

a 64-60 home win over Lake 
Worth Jan. 21, followed by a 
51-43 victory at Bridgeport 
Jan. 24. Springtown rallied 
against Lake Worth in the 
fourth quarter, 18-11.

Entering this week the 
Porcupines were in a bat-
tle for third or fourth in 
the league with five games 
remaining.

Vs. Lake Worth: Dylan 
Crutchfield 19 points, 10 re-
bounds, four blocks; Ethan 
Graham 13 points, six assists, 
two steals; Grayson Brooks 
13 points, seven rebounds; 
Ayden Lugo 11 points, four 
rebounds.

Vs. Bridgeport: Graham 15 
points, eight assists, eight 
steals; Lugo 12 points, three 
assists; Brooks 11 points, 
three blocks.

Springtown visits Decatur 
Jan. 31 and hosts Eagle 
Mountain Feb. 4, all at 7:30 
p.m.

SPRINGTOWN GIRLS 
BASKETBALL

The Lady Pines (10-16, 4-7 
in District 7-4A) defeated 

visiting Lake Worth 73-16 
Jan. 21 before falling 80-30 
at Bridgeport Jan. 24, leaving 
them in a battle with Krum 
and Eagle Mountain for the 
fourth playoff berth from the 
league.

Vs. Lake Worth: Esther 
Balado 17 points, Kaylee 
Falcon 13 points, Kylie 
Russell 10 points, Addy 
Burtnett 9 points, Brylynn 
Bazzell 9 points

Vs. Bridgeport: Balado 10 
points, Burtnett 9 points

The Lady Pines visit league-
leading Decatur Jan. 31 and 
end the regular season at 
home against Eagle Mountain 
Feb. 4. All games tip off at 
6:15 p.m.

LAKE WORTH BOYS 
BASKETBALL

The Bullfrogs (10-15, 0-9 
in District 7-4A) saw their 
hard luck continue in dis-
trict as Springtown rallied to 
win despite a hot night from 
freshman Braylen Fridia. 
They then lost 92-60 against 
Burkburnett at home Jan. 24.

Vs. Springtown: Fridia 30 
points; Ayden Brooks 16 
points, nine rebounds, four 
assists, four steals.

Vs. Burkburnett: De’Jay 
Black 15 points, five re-

bounds; Anthony Green 13 
points, six rebounds; Eddie 
Paige 11 points, seven re-
bounds, three steals.

The Bullfrogs are at 
Bridgeport Jan. 31 and host 
Castleberry Feb. 4, all at 7:30 
p.m.

LAKE WORTH GIRLS 
BASKETBALL

Following the loss at 
Springtown, the Lady Frogs 
(16-12-, 2-9 in District 
7-4A) lost 65-30 at home to 
Burkburnett Jan. 24.

Vs. Springtown: Jackie 
Cleveland 7 points, Kylah 
Nabors 6 points

Vs. Burkburnett: Cleveland 
15 points, three steals; Bailey 
Jones six rebounds

Lake Worth goes to 
Bridgeport Jan. 31. They 
wrap up the season at home 
against Castleberry Feb. 4. All 
games tip off at 6:15 p.m.

AZLE CHRISTIAN SCHOOL 
BOYS BASKETBALL

The Fightin’ Crusaders (20-
6, 1-1 in TAPPS 2-1A) secured 
their second straight 20-
win season with a 48-36 win 
at home over Weatherford 
Express Jan. 21. They fol-
lowed with a 49-48 loss at 
Granbury Cornerstone Jan. 

24 on a free throw with two 
seconds to play.

The defense limited 
Weatherford Express to just 
12 points in the second half.

Vs. Weatherford Express: 
Brody Fairman 26 points, 
Kanon Wyatt 7 points, Nathan 
Tuggle 7 points

Vs. Cornerstone: Fairman 
21 points, Corban Potter 12 
points

The Crusaders visit Wichita 
Falls Christ Academy Jan. 31 
at 7 p.m.

AZLE CHRISTIAN SCHOOL 
GIRLS BASKETBALL

The Lady Crusaders (11-
7, 1-0 in TAPPS 2-1A) lost 
34-27 at home to Irving 
Faustina Academy Jan. 21. 
They then won 52-40 at home 
over Cedar Hill Newman 
International Jan. 23 and 
fell 45-30 at home against 
Stephenville Faith Jan. 24.

Vs. Faustina: Ski Holts 12 
points, Dari Skartvedt 18 
rebounds

Vs. Newman: Holts 22 
points, Daisy Ramos 12 
points, Vanessa Malewiski 9 
points

Vs. Stephenville Faith: 
Laura Goodrich 9 points, 
Ramos 7 points, Holts 7 

points
ACS travels to Wichita 

Falls Christ Academy Jan. 31, 
wrapping up the regular sea-
son at home against Parker-
Tarrant Homeschool Feb. 4, 
all at 5:30 p.m.

AZLE BOYS SOCCER
The Hornets (1-6-1, 0-2 in 

District 5-5A) began district 
play with a 6-0 home loss to 
Saginaw Chisholm Trail Jan. 
21. They then went on the 
road and lost 7-0 at Keller 
Fossil Ridge Jan. 24.

Azle hosts Granbury at 
7:45 p.m. Jan. 31. Then, the 
Hornets have a match at 
Brewer Feb. 7 at 7:45 p.m.

SPRINGTOWN BOYS SOCCER
The Porcupines (2-3-1) 

played to a 1-1 tie against 
visiting Mineral Wells Jan. 
22 as Bryce Smith scored the 
lone Springtown goal. On 
Jan. 24 they were at home to 
host Young Men’s Leadership 
Academy and won with 
Brayden Lavario scoring off 
a rebound in his first varsity 
game after being called up 
from the JV.

The District 8-4A opener 
is at Eagle Mountain Jan. 31 
at 5:30 p.m., then a contest 
at Lake Dallas Feb. 4 at 7:15 
p.m.

SPRINGTOWN GIRLS SOCCER
The Lady Pines (4-3-2) and 

Mineral Wells battled to a 
scoreless tie in Springtown 
Jan. 22. Then came a 2-1 loss 
at Fort Worth South Hills as 
Emma Hauprich scored off an 
assist from Kylie Wiens.

Springtown begins District 
8-4A action at Eagle Mountain 
at 7:15 p.m. Jan. 31 before 
traveling to Lake Dallas Feb. 4 
at 5:30 p.m.

LAKE WORTH BOYS SOCCER
The Bullfrogs (3-5-1) fell 

3-1 at Graham Jan. 22 and 
won 3-1 against visiting 
Burkburnett Jan. 24.

Vs. Graham: Kevin Soriano 
goal, Elie Mushieni assist.

Vs. Burkburnett: Goals 
from Antonio Martinez (pen-
alty kick), Joel Osornia and 
Stones Landa, assists from 
Alex Salas and Mushieni.

The Bullfrogs open District 
8-4A at home against Lake 
Dallas at 5:30 p.m. Jan. 31 
and visit Castleberry Feb. 4 at 
7:15 p.m.

ROUNDUP
FROM PAGE B1

Azle eighth grader wins 
wrestling nationals
ZACH FREEMAN 
azlereporter@tricountyreporter.com

Azle Junior High eighth 
grader Zaylyn Woods was 
named Outstanding Wrestler 
in the 14 and under divi-
sion for girls at the recent 
USA Wrestling Kids Folkstyle 
Nationals. Kids and teens 
from across the nation came 
to test themselves in Fort 
Wayne, Indiana, Jan. 24 – 26 
for the competition which gar-
ners contestants from around 
the country. At 120 pounds 
and 13-years-old, Woods 
won the Folkstyle Nationals 
for the second straight year. 

According to usawrestlin-
gevents.com, Woods pinned 
her first two opponents, then 
defeated Kara-Lynn Dover 
of the Roundtree Wrestling 
Academy in a 17-0 technical 
fall in the finals. Dover had 
earned technical falls in her 
first two matches.

“She has been wrestling 
since he was four and puts 
in a lot of work practicing on 
her own,” grandfather Scott 
Stewart said in an interview 
with the Tri-County Reporter. 
“She pretty much practices 
year-round. I’m just super 
proud of her and for her to 
get there and do that at that 

point. It takes a lot of coaches 
and a lot of parents and 
grandparents to make it all 
possible.” 

Woods is the daugh-
ter of Ultimate Fighting 
Championship mixed martial 
artist, and owner of De La 
Rosa MMA, Montana De La 
Rosa of Azle. 

Woods is a member of 
Sisters on the Mat, a wrestling 
mentorship program that 
encourages girls to stay in 
the sport and connects them 
with older role models. It was 
started in Azle by Mónica 
Allen in 2012 and has spread 
throughout the country. 

COURTESY SYDNEY JORDAN, USA WRESTLING

Zaylyn Woods holds her award at the USA Wrestling Kids Folkstyle Nationals. 
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The merchants on this page support our youth in all their activities. 
Support them by shopping at home  - every chance you get.

Ace of Azle 
505 N. Stewart - Azle - 817-270-5600 

acehadware.com

Azle Dental Care 
Dr. Brooke Porter & Associates 

912 Boyd Rd. - Azle - 817-444-1763    
smilegreat.com

Chicken Express 
502 E. Hwy. 199 - Springtown - 817-523-0009 

chickene.com

Eagle Crest Villa            
Senior Living Community 

113 Denver Trail - Azle - 817-444-3249 
eaglecrestvilla.com

First Baptist 
Church Springtown 

500 N. Main - Springtown - 817-220-5229 
firstbaptistspringtown.com

Highland Furniture 
North Side of the Square 

Springtown - 817-220-5570

Hilltop Family Church 
1227 Old Cottondale Rd. 

Springtown -817-220-7177                    
hilltopfamily.church

Howell’s Cafe 
329 Hwy. 199 W. - Springtown - 817-220-7915

Moss Rehabilitation Center 
101 Highland Rd. Springtown - 817-220-6677 

springtownphysicaltherapy.com

Pinnacle Bank 
726 E. Hwy. 199 - Springtown - 817-220-5504 

pinnbanktx.com

ProMax Power Sports 
123 Hwy. 199 E. - Springtown - 817-220-2453 

promaxpowersports.com

Springtown Family Dental 
434 Hwy. 199 E. - Springtown - 817-523-5963 

springtownfamilydental.com

Springtown Family  
Health Center 

499 E. Hwy. 199 - Springtown - 817-523-5402 
springtownclinic.com

Amy Kaplan State Farm  
813 E. Hwy 199, Springtown, TX 

817-220-5222 • amykaplaninsurance.com

Sutton Printing 
418 Hwy. 199 E. - Springtown - 817-220-2101 

suttonprintingco.com

The Lube Center 
324 Hwy. 199 - Springtown - 817-523-3151

Tri-County Reporter 
321 W. Main St. - Azle -817-270-3340 

tricountyreporter.com

PHOTOS BY CHAPA PHOTOGRAPHY

On Friday, Jan. 17, in a one-day State Dual Championship at Kay Yeager Coliseum in Wichita Falls, the Azle Hornet boys wrestling team came out champs. The Hornets beat teams from Dallas Lovejoy, Dallas 
Wilson, Lubbock High School and Frisco Centennial.  Texas Wrestling ranks both Azle boys and girls third among 5A schools in the state. Hornet wrestlers who went 4-0 include Tyler Yancey, Chase Yancey, Wyatt 
Hicks, Landin Evans, Roman Fraser and Devin Wingfield. Lady Hornet wrestlers who went 5-0 include Noah Kovach, Mariah Dillard and Ellie Yelle.

Congrats Azle Wrestling!
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APOSTOLIC 
CORNERSTONE APOSTOLIC CHURCH 
1801 FM 730 N., Azle 
817-400-0612

HARVEST TIME APOSTOLIC 
1 Block N. FM 2048 in Keeter 
817-433-8220

ASSEMBLY OF GOD 
FIRST ASSEMBLY OF GOD 
1020 S.E. Pkwy, Azle 
817-237-4903

FELLOWSHIP OF LAKE WORTH 
4024 Dakota Trail, Lake Worth 
817-237-9433

NEW BEGINNINGS CHURCH 
810 Goshen Rd, Springtown 
817-523-4462 

LEGACY CHURCH 
Hwy. 199 W. at FM 2257, Azle  
817-221-2983 / 817-221-5760

VICTORY CHRISTIAN CENTER 
737 Boyd Rd., Azle 
817-444-LOVE

BAPTIST 
ASH CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH 
300 South Stewart, Azle 
817-444-3219

AGNES INDEPENDENT BAPTIST 
350 Agnes N., Springtown  
817-523-7271

BETHEL MISSIONARY BAPTIST  
408 S. Ash St., Springtown 
817-220-4238

AZLE AVENUE BAPTIST 
2901 Azle Ave., Fort Worth 
817- 626-5556

BY THE WORD BAPTIST 
West of FM 730 N. at sign, Briar 
817- 444-3484

CALVARY HEIGHTS BAPTIST 
1 block off Hwy. 199, 
east of David’s Patio, 
Springtown, 817-221-2241

CENTRAL BAPTIST 
4290 Old Agnes Road 
817-594-5918

CHURCH ON THE HILL 
836 NW Parkway, Azle 
817-444-3752

CHRISTWAY BAPTIST 
7673 West Hwy. 199, Agnes 
817-220-9133 or 817-220-3581

CLEAR FORK BAPTIST 
Corner of FM 730 & Ragle Rd., 
Weatherford, 817-594-1154

EAGLE MOUNTAIN BAPTIST 
8780 Eagle Mtn. Circle, Azle 
817-237-4135

FIRST BAPTIST 
CHURCH OF AZLE 
1017 Boyd Road 
817-444-4828

FIRST BAPTIST CASTLE HILLS 
401 Beverly Rd., Azle 
817-797-4706

FIRST BAPTIST LAKE WORTH 
700 Charbonneau Tr., west side of Effie Morris 
Elementary • 817-237-2624

FIRST BAPTIST LAKESIDE 
8801 Jacksboro Hwy., Lakeside 
817-237-8113

FIRST BAPTIST COTTONDALE 
1 block N. of FM 2123, Cottondale 
940-433-5539

FIRST BAPTIST POOLVILLE 
1 block W. of FM 920, Poolville 
817-594-3916

FIRST BAPTIST SPRINGTOWN 
5th & Main Street, Springtown 
817-220-5229

FRIENDSHIP BAPTIST 
801 Friendship Rd., 9½ miles S. 
of Springtown off Hwy. 51 S. 
817-594-5940 or 817-599-4917

FUNDAMENTAL BAPTIST 
5th & Main in Springtown 
817-523-5477

GRACE BAPTIST 
3 miles N. of Springtown on 
Hwy. 51 across from Radio Tower

GRACE POINTE CHURCH 
4110 E. Hwy. 199, Springtown 
817-221-5683

HERITAGE BAPTIST CHURCH 
3577 FM 51 N., Weatherford 
817-564-3946

IGLESIA BAUTISTA 
Nueva Jerusalen 
6640 Midway Rd., Springtown 
817-694-0444 

INDIAN OAKS PRIMITIVE 
BAPTIST CHURCH 
3229 Shawnee Trail, Lake Worth 
817-237-8441

LAKE WORTH BAPTIST 
4445 Hodgkins, Lake Worth 
817-237-4163

METROPOLITAN BAPTIST 
6051 Azle Ave., Fort Worth 
817-237-2201

NEW HOPE BAPTIST 
782 New Hope Rd., Reno area 
817-221-2184

NORTHWEST BAPTIST 
5500 Boat Club Rd., Lake Worth 
817-237-6063 or 817-270-8476

SANDY BEACH ROAD 
BAPTIST CHURCH 
Don Webster, Pastor 
1006 Sandy Beach Rd., 
Azle, TX 76020 • 817-565-8904 
sandybeachroad.org 
Sunday Service 11 am

SILVER CREEK BAPTIST 
730 S. & Veal Station Rd., Azle 
817-444-2325

NEW BEGINNINGS 
BAPTIST CHURCH 
3605 Jacksboro Hwy., Azle 
817-707-2741

PRIMERA IGLESIA BAUTISTA 
300 S. Stewart, Azle 
817-500-3641

SPRINGTOWN 
BAPTIST TEMPLE 
201 J. E. Woody Rd., Springtown 
817-523-0376

UNION BAPTIST CHURCH 
3451 Sarra Lane, Springtown 
682-333-1645

WALNUT CREEK BAPTIST 
220 W. Reno Rd. in Reno 
817-221-2110

BIBLE 
COMMUNITY BIBLE 
FELLOWSHIP 
1405 Reynolds Rd., Reno 
817-521-4510

NORTHWEST BIBLE CHURCH 
5025 Jacksboro Hwy., Fort Worth 
817-624-2111

SOLID ROCK BIBLE CHURCH 
591 S. Reno Rd., Springtown 
817-304-7443

CATHOLIC 
HOLY TRINITY CATHOLIC 
800 High Crest Dr., Azle 
817-444-3063

CHRISTIAN 
THE CHURCH AT AZLE 
1801 S. Stewart, Azle 
817-444-9973

AZLE CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP 
35 West Forty Estates., Azle 
817-688-3339

GREATER VISION FELLOWSHIP 
1801 S. Stewart St., Azle 
817-825-0485

THE ABBEY CHURCH 
10400 Jacksboro Hwy., Azle 
817-238-1404

CROSSING FELLOWSHIP 
120 E. Main St., Azle 
817-406-4577

CHURCH OF CHRIST
AZLE CHURCH of CHRIST 
336 NW Parkway 
817-444-3268

BRIAR CHURCH of CHRIST 
109 W.N. Woody Rd. 
(½ block west of FM 730 N. in Briar) 
817-444-7102

MIDWAY CHURCH of CHRIST 
6400 Midway Rd. 817-221-2107 

NEWSOME MOUND ROAD 
CHURCH of CHRIST 
1460 Newsome Mound Rd. 
817-677-3290

NORTHWEST 
CHURCH of CHRIST 
6059 Azle Ave., Fort Worth 
817-237-1205

POOLVILLE CHURCH of CHRIST 
West of FM 920 in Poolville 
817-594-4182

SOUTHSIDE 
CHURCH of CHRIST 
130 W. Bradshaw Lane, Springtown 
817-221-2799

SPRINGTOWN 
CHURCH of CHRIST 
Just west of Hwy. 51 North 
817-523-4419

TRI-COUNTY 
CHURCH of CHRIST 
525 Hwy. 199 W., Springtown 
817-980-8156

CHURCH OF GOD 
ABUNDANT LIFE 
CHURCH of GOD 
4800 East Hwy. 199, Suite 7 
Springtown, 817-677-3208

LAKESIDE CHURCH OF GOD 
THE WORD@LAKESIDE 
9396 Confederate Park Rd. 
(FM 1886) 817-237-5500

DISCIPLES OF CHRIST
AZLE CHRISTIAN 
117 Church St., Azle 
817-444-3527

CENTRAL CHRISTIAN 
1602 S. Main St., Weatherford 
817-594-3043

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
4th & Main, Paradise

EPISCOPAL 
ST. ANNE’S 
ANGLICAN EPISCOPAL 
6055 Azle Ave., Fort Worth 
817-237-1888

PROVIDENCE REFORMED EPISCOPAL 
405 Bowie Dr., Weatherford  
817-596-7476

ST. ELISABETH EPISCOPAL  
5910 Black Oak Lane, River Oaks 
817-739-0504

GOSPEL 
CENTRAL FULL GOSPEL  
FELLOWSHIP 
3009 Delaware Tr., Lake Worth 
817-237-7919

GOSPEL GATHERING 
FELLOWSHIP 
7315 Silver Creek Rd., 
Azle, TX 76020 
832-289-8720

JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES 
KINGDOM HALL OF  
JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES 
212 Pearson Lane, Azle 
817-221-2242

LUTHERAN 
THE EDGE CHURCH - AZLE 
1313 SE Parkway, Azle 
817-237-4822

HOPE LUTHERAN (ELCA) 
4795 Hwy. 199, Reno 
817-221-HOPE

METHODIST 

BOYD UNITED METHODIST 
FM 730 North in Boyd 
940-433-5334

FIRST METHODIST 
CHURCH OF AZLE 
200 Church St., Azle 
817-444-3323

LIGHTHOUSE FELLOWSHIP 
7200 Robertson Rd., Fort Worth 
817-237-2758

SILVER CREEK  
METHODIST CHURCH 
2200 Church Rd., Azle 
817-444-1382

FIRST UNITED METHODIST 
Hwy. 51 N & 3rd Street, Springtown 
817-523-7874

POOLVILLE GLOBAL METHODIST 
1 block W. of FM 920 
(behind Poolville Post Office) 
817-599-3601

THE CHURCH OF 
JESUS CHRIST OF 
LATTER-DAY SAINTS 
THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST 
OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS 
1010 Timberoaks, Azle 
817-237-5075

PENTECOSTAL
GRACE CHAPEL UNITED PENTECOSTAL 
CHURCH 
3508 Shawnee Trail, Lake Worth 
817- 237-4844

PRESBYTERIAN
GRACE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
606 Mockingbird Lane, Weatherford 
817-594-2744

ORTHODOX PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH OF FORT WORTH 
Meeting at Northwest YMCA  
5315 Boat Club Road, Fort Worth 
817-989-9800

ORTHODOX  

ARCHANGEL GABRIEL 
ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
1157 S. E.  Parkway (Jacksboro Highway), Azle 
817-752-8255

OTHER 
ALIENTO DE DIOS 
2233 E. Hwy 199, Springtown 
817-521-4694 

THE CHURCH IN PEASTER 
www.thechurchinpeaster.org 
817-596-8805

CORNERSTONE 
COMMUNITY CHURCH 
2233 Hwy 199 East, Springtown 
817-221-LIFE (5433)

FAMILY CHURCH 
9 miles S. of Springtown on Hwy. 51 
817-599-7655

GRACE FELLOWSHIP CHURCH 
2964 W. Hwy 114, Paradise 
940-969-2427

HILLTOP FAMILY CHURCH 
1227 Old Cottondale Road, 
Springtown, 817-220-7177

THE FELLOWSHIP 
AT PLEASANT GROVE 
1064 CR4679, Boyd 
940-999-8210

THE HOUSE OF PRAYER 
1356 Reno Rd., Springtown 
817-221-2551

POWERHOUSE 
OF PRAISE CHURCH 
1649 S.E. Parkway, Azle 
817-319-7364

BRANDED CROSS 
COWBOY CHURCH 
3282 FM 2048, Boyd 76023 
817-755-7021

SECRET PLACE MINISTRIES 
112 Optimist Rd., Springtown 
682-229-1433

GOSPEL GATHERING FELLOWSHIP 
7315 Silver Creek Rd at Flatrock Rd, Azle • 832-
289-8720

LIGHTHOUSE CHURCH 
6409 FM 730 S., Azle 
817-444-4311

LIGHTHOUSE HARBOR CHURCH 
1960 Long Circle, Pelican Bay 
817-444-3547

THE LIVING WORD COUNTRY 
CHURCH OF TEXAS 
1240 E. Hwy 199, Springtown 
817-913-2717

NEW LIGHTED WAY 
624 Harbor Dr. Circle, Azle 
817-444-1577

NORTHWEST TEMPLE OF PRAISE 
6781 Jacksboro Hwy., Lake Worth

PRECIOUS FAITH TEMPLE CHURCH 
8601 Hwy. 199 @ Vance Godbey’s

THE HOUSE OF PRAYER 
1356 Reno Rd., Springtown 
817-221-2551

THE RANCH CHRISTIAN  
COWBOY CHURCH 
7955 Reed Rd., Azle 682-327-7082

REAL FAMILY FELLOWSHIP 
202 Pearson Lane, Azle 
817-677-5963

GRACE & FAITH CENTER 
11701 Jacksboro Hwy., Azle 817-210-6295

WESTERN HARVEST FELLOWSHIP CENTER 
6577 Old Springtown Rd., Weatherford 
817-523-2855 or 817-995-9087

SHEPHERD’S HEART CHURCH 
14435 FM 730 N • Azle 
817-444-7777

WESTERN STAR COWBOY CHURCH 
790 CR 3696, Paradise TX 76073 
817-688-6887

This devotional and directory is made possible by these businesses who encourage all of us to attend worship services.

DEVOTIONAL PAGE

ADVERTISE 
YOUR BUSINESS 

WITH US
817-270-3340

and maximize 
your visibility!

Contact us about 
advertising solutions.

“Serving Azle & 
the community since 1986“

113 SPEER ST • 817-444-4920
Thank you for your support!

CLEANERS

J & E Air Conditioning
& Heating Inc.

Licensed & Insured in the State of Texas: TX Lic.# TACLA01475E

FOR IMMEDIATE SERVICE, CALL:

817-220-4506

1825 W Hwy. 199, 
Springtown, TX 76082

Graham Plumbing Co.

817-220-2469
GrahamPlumbingCo.com

VOTED BEST OF PARKER COUNTY 8 TIMES!

COMMERCIAL 
RESIDENTIAL

Springtown • Azle 
Boyd • Weatherford

M#15899
PROPANE

TANKS

817-237-3325

STUDIO - 1 bath , 350 sq. ft.
ONE BEDROOM - 1 bath, 450 sq. ft
TWO BEDROOM - 1 bath, 642 sq. ft.

113 Denver Trail, Azle 
817-444-3249 • Fax 817-444-3275

www.eaglecrestvilla.com

Rodney Gatlin, D.C.

400 BOYD COURT • 817-444-HELP

AZLE CHIROPRACTIC CLINIC

Celebrating over 
35 years in business

www.azlechiropractic.com

HILLTOP FAMILY CHURCH

“Caring about what Jesus
cares about... You!”

1227 Old Cottondale • 817-220-7177
140 W. Main St., Azle
817-444-4613

RURAL GAS SUPPLY
PROPANE & TANKS  Celebrating 77 Years

817-270-3340 
tricountyreporter.com

FOR 
ONE 
YEAR

$70
OUT-OF-COUNTY

FOR 
ONE 
YEAR

$50
IN-COUNTY

Subscribe today!

817-270-3340 
CALL KIMBERLY TO ADVERTISE

www.tricountyreporter.com



Reach more than 8,000 households with 
advertising in THE TRI-COUNTY REPORTER!

Nobody does it better!

CLASSIFIED 
AD DEADLINE:  

12:00 PM FRIDAY 
Advertising Works! Call or email us today 
to place your own ad in the classifieds.

classified@tricountyreporter.com

817-270-3340

CLASSIFIEDS
RATES

001 Asphalt & Cement
002 Auctions
003 Business/Commercial
004 Business Opportunity
005 Cleaning Services
006 Construction/Contractors
007 Demolition
008 Electrician
009 Excavating
010 Fencing
011 Firewood
012 For Sale
013 Garage & Estate Sale
014 Help Wanted
015 Home Improvement
016 Landscape & Mowing Services

017 Livestock & Pets
018 Lost & Found
019 Masonry & Stonework
020 Moving & Hauling
021 Painting
022 Plumbing
023 Pressure Washing
024 Real Estate for Rent
025 Real Estate for Sale
026 Repair Services
027 Roofing
028 Sand, Gravel & Soil
029 Small Business
030 Storage
031 Welding
032 Miscellaneous

AD CLASSIFICATIONS
$10.75 A Week

16 Words or Less

Most ads require payment in advance, but we 
do accept VISA, MASTERCARD, DISCOVER or 

AMERICAN EXPRESS by phone.

• Over 16 words, add 40 cents per word.
•  Extras such as Bold, Center & Border are 

available for a small fee
•  Classified boxed display ads also available 

for $10.00 per column inch
•  All ads must be paid in advance unless 

you have previously established credit

THURSDAY, January 30, 2025

001 Asphalt & Cement Work
Allen Chesney Concrete
All Types of Concrete Work
Residential - Commercial
Foundations, driveways, 
sand, gravel, demolition, 
haul-off, retaining walls
817-271-4541

003 Business/Commercial
40x50 building For Rent, 
3 miles west of Springtown. 
817-713-7495.

005 Cleaning Services
Attention:
Carpet Cleaning - 2 rooms $49.00. No 
hidden charges. 817-219-6437

007 Demolition

008 Electrician
BULLDAWG ELECTRIC CO. 
All types of electrical services and MH 
hook-ups. 
Free Estimates. 817-675-4921
www.bulldawgelectric.com. 
TECL#25253.

009 Excavating

010 Fencing
BOBBY’S FENCE. All types, Free 
Estimates, Over 26 years experience. 
817-444-3213.

KILEY CHESNEY
CONSTRUCTION

All Types Fences - Tractor Work
817-846-6645

011 Firewood
LEON’S TREE SERVICE. Split Oak and 
Pecan wood. Pickup or delivery. 817-
371-8597.

013 Garage & Estate Sale
Selling our brass. Come buy. Closed 
Sunday & Monday. Open 9 am. 463 
Deer Bute 817-525-3923 Warmer 
Inside.

014 Help Wanted
Springtown ISD is accepting 
applications for Bus Drivers and 
Monitors. Training available. Contact 
the Transportation Dept. 817-220-
1418.

MAINSTREAM group homes are 
hiring for FT/PT direct care staff.  
Weekday 3:30pm-8:30am shifts 
as well as 24-hour weekend shifts.  
Work 2 days a week, get paid to 
sleep, and have a full-time job!  Paid 
training, benefits, bonuses, and OT 
opportunities.  Start $9.00/hr with 
quick advancement possible. Call 
817-270-2747, Monday-Friday, 9am-
3pm.

Dredge/Equipment Operator needed 
in Alvord/Aurora area. For more 
information, please call 214-802-
5157

HOUSEKEEPER NEEDED 2 TIMES 
PER MONTH SMALL 2 BED 2 BATH  
LAKE WORTH PLEASE CALL 336-
981-4143

General office help needed. 
Experience in the areas of 

Accounting, Human Resources, 
Property Management would be 
preferred but not a requirement. 

Call or text 817-773-5288.

014 Help Wanted

017 Livestock & Pets

019 Masonry & Stonework

020 Moving & Hauling
U.S. Army Retired-but not tired! 
Careful moving-Cheap.
Call Big Jim @ 817-237-5151.

021 Painting
JERID’S PAINTING 
Interior/Exterior 
Residential Homes
817-768-0198

024 Real Estate For Rent
1815 Pelican Oval
2-1-1 $1,395 MO. $1,000 DEP.

1848 Coral Rd.
3-1-1 $1,495 MO. $1,000 DEP.
Gene Thompson & Associates
817-246-4646 gtatx.com

Nice Duplex in adult RV park, large 
porch and fenced yard. $1000/month 
all bills paid. 817-444-3760

Rent Special, 2-2 4-PLEX. $1,100/
mo $750/security deposit, WBFP, 
walk-in closets, box windows, large 
kitchen w/pantry, 1,100 sf. 817-360-
3039.

024 Real Estate For Rent
Nice 1BR RV in adult RV park. Great 
for older person on limited income. 
Starts at $650/mo. All Bills Paid. 
Heritage RV Park 817-444-3760.

1 Bedroom House for Rent. Water 
included. $800/month Springtown, 
TX 940-229-1045 or 940-255-7966

3 Bedroom, Newly Refurbished. 
Appliances. Great Location. No Dogs. 
(817) 444-3636 $1500/month

For Lease: 
Hwy 199 frontage, 

near hospital, 
1450 Sq Ft $1100/mo. 

817-727-2744
Tony Bryant

3 bed 2 bath DUPLEX Quiet Area, 
Very Clean $1500/mo 817-444-3636

BYRUM CONSTRUCTION
Asphalt and Concrete Paving

Driveways • Parking Lots
Asphalt Repairs & Sealcoating

Asphalt Millings • Gravel

Bruce Byrum, Azle, TX 817-690-2429

817-371-8597 

• Concrete Services
• Patios
• Driveways
•  Licensed, insured, 

and bonded

• Sidewalks
• Retaining Walls
• Stone Walls
• Free Estimates

Leon’s ConCrete serviCes
Elegant custom concrete and hardscaping

McNeely’s
DEMOLITION & 

CLEAN UP SERVICE
We Create Vacancy

Free Estimates

817-996-7887
253 Eagles Way, Springtown

• Tear Down
• Removal
• Haul Off
•  Mobile 

Homes
• Garages

• Barns
• Houses
•  Bobcat 

Service
•  Dirt/Gravel 

Spreading

REED EXCAVATING
• SITE PREPARATION • GRAVEL ROADS
• LOT CLEARING • PARKING LOTS
• LEVELING • DEMOLITION
• FINAL GRADE • STOCK TANKS
• LAND EROSION

Dump Truck Hauling   817-919-3696

Wise 
Ready Mix

1349 NW Parkway • Azle

Now Hiring 
Class B-CDL 
Mixer Drivers
• Production & Safety
     Bonuses Paid Monthly
• Employer Matching
     Retirement Plan 
     Available

Apply in person at

Karl Klement Properties, Inc.

Klement Distribution, Inc.
(Hershey Ice Cream Distributor)Apply now to join our team!

H/R Office
605 N. Bus. 81/287

Suite 102
Decatur, TX 76234

Send Your Resume To:

WE ARE HIRING

Jodi Parrish Gina Pierce
career@hr-klement.com

(940) 627-6362

ASSISTANT HR MANAGERDIRECTOR, CHRO

All full-time positions offer growth opportunities &

full-time benefits package including

 Medical, Dental, Vision, Life & Disability Plans.  

Paid Holidays, Vacation & Training.  

Plus 401(K) & more!

APPLY IN PERSON

hr.info@klementford.com

Resource Center

No Positions Available at This Time

No Positions Available at This Time

No Positions Available at This Time

Experienced Fleet/Commercial Sales Associate
If you are a self-starter and motivated individual,  
we want to speak to you. Experience Preferred.

Please send resume via Indeed or Apply in Person at:
605 N Business 287, suite 102, Decatur, TX 76234

Devin’s Handyman Service
• Carpentry
• Cement
• Rock
• Granite
• Tile
• Painting
• Siding

Call Devin at 817-629-9608

WINTER 
SPECIAL
20% OFF 

with 
this ad!

• Insulation
• Kitchen/
     Bath
• Roof & 
    Gutters
• Powerwashing
• Decks

Chad’s Tree Service
Trimming • Removals • Stump Grinding

Systemic Feeding • Brush Chipping • Cable Bracing

817-221-2201 • 817-246-5943 
817-800-6059 CELL

Insured for your protection
FREE

ESTIMATES

Tony’s Tree Service
• Trimming • Stump Grinding
• Expert Dead Tree Removal 

• Brush Chipping

Senior & Veteran Discounts | FREE Estimates
Bucket Truck & Skid Steer Available

817-266-4603
Fully Insured. BBB A+ Rating

HORSE SALE
February 7, 2025

Tack Sale Begins at 6:00 PM
Horses Follow

Stephenville Cattle Co.
Highway 281 North • Stephenville, TX

Troy 254-967-1950 • Barn 254-968-4844

All Types Stone & Brick Work
New Construction • Remodels

Free 
Estimates

817-308-6512
email alvarogsilva@verizon.net

commercial • residential

Azle, TX

Landscape Designs, Outdoor Kitchens 
Patios, Retaining Walls, Mailboxes

,L.L.C.

concrete

AZLE OAKS
APARTMENT
700 JARVIS • AZLE

817-444-1712
1 & 2 Bedroom 

Unfurnished
Accepting Applications

Rent based on income
TDD: 

800-735-2989
This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

Kiley Chesney Construction
Dirt & Concrete Work

Kiley Chesney, Owner
Springtown, TX • Mobile 817-846-6645

Driveways • House Slabs • Garages • Add-ons 
Small Land Clean-ups • Gravel Driveways

015 Home Improvement

015 Landscape & Mowing

Leon’s Tree Service

817-371-8597 

• Firewood
• Residential
• Commercial 
• Insured
• Free Estimates

• Full Landscaping
• Tree Trimming
• Tree Removal
• Skid Steer Service
• All Types Haul Offs

And Full Landscaping

015 Landscape & Mowing

Find your 
furever Friend!
Save a Shelter Animal
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027 Roofing

030 Storage
INNERSPACE STORAGE. Hwy 199, 
Springtown. Now renting all unit 
sizes, 24-hour access. 682-842-1414.

031 Welding025 Real Estate For Sale

FOR SALE
$229,999
•  104 Cabot Court 

Springtown TX
• 1.5 AC 3 Bdrm/2 Bath
• 1344 sq. ft.
•  New Flooring, Paint, 

2023 Roof  

ROOFING & Metal 
BuIldINGs

817-304-4224
Tired of always 

replacing your roof?

We’ll be here 
after the storm.

Call us for a 
metal roof quote.

817-523-4137

Commercial & 
Residential

• Roofing
• Metal Roofing
• Carports
• Metal Buildings
• All General 
     Contracting

He r e  B e f o r e  T h e  S t o rm ,  H e r e  L o n g  A f t e r .

417 N. MaiN St • SpriNgtowN

Ash Creek
Storage

Convenient Location
Corner of Main St. & Locust • Azle

817-444-3292

Metal Building
Specialist

• Weld Ups/ Bolt Ups
• Pipe Fencing
• Concrete
• Horse Barns
• All Types Fencing
• Metal Roofs

NO JOB TOO SMALL
Compare Pricing

R & E Construction

owner Rodney Vick 
817-220-3044 

fax 817-523-7639   
cell 817-253-1614       

• Metal Buildings
• Steel Components
• Welding Supplies
• Concrete Supplies

• Fabrication Supplies
• Pipe Fencing
• Deer Blinds
• Deer Feeders

8894 W Hwy 199 • Springtown
817-220-0008 
www.SolidSS.com

Open to 
the Public

SOLID STEEL SOLUTIONS

Metal Building Erectors
• Pre-enginered  Weld-up 

• Barns/Shops 
• Arenas/Hangars

• Fencing
291 Morrow Rd • Springtown

WELD-DONE CONSTRUCTION LTD.

817-220-2150
www.weld-done.net

Cozart

Our Business is Metal Buildings
- And We’re Good!

DESIGN    FABRICATION    ERECTION

METAL 
BUILDING SYSTEMS

Fabrication and erection of quality 
metal buildings at reasonable prices, 

any size - any design

Office 817-237-2282
Fax 817-237-0904

Mark Cozart
817-233-6668

Jeremy Cozart
817-237-2028

Name: ������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������ 

Address:����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

City:  ������������������������������������������������������������������������� State: ����������� 

Zip: �����������������County:  ������������������������������������������������������������������

Daytime ph:  �������������������� Email:  ����������������������������

321 W. Main Street, Azle 
817-270-3340 • tricountyreporter.com

CHECK ONE:

nn $50.00 
IN-COUNTY 
Tarrant, Parker & 
Wise only 

n n $40.00
ONLINE ONLY
View an online replica 
of the paper without 
receiving a printed copy

Support your 
hometown 
newspaper!
13 MONTHS FOR 
THE PRICE OF 12

321 W. Main 
Street, Azle 

817-270-3340
tricountyreporter.com

don’t 
break 
the 

piggy!
Find the 

money you 

need in our 

Classified 

section today!

16
WORDS

FOR
$1075

Place An Place An 
Ad In The Ad In The 

ClassifiedsClassifieds

Today!Today!

817-270-3340817-270-3340

16
WORDS
$1075
DOLLARS

Find your 
furever Friend!
Save a Shelter Animal

Need a new 
beach buddy?

Find your 
new best 
friend 
in the 
Classifieds!

tricountyreporter.com • 817-270-3340

Want all the latest 
news on events 
and businesses?

With a 
subscription to 
the Tri-County 
Reporter, you 
get access 
to paper 
AND digital 
versions of Azle, 
Springtown, and 
Lake Worth’s 
OFFICIAL 
news paper! 

The Tri-County Reporter covers 
events and sports of Azle, 
Springtown and Lake Worth!
With a subscription, you’ll 
NEVER miss out!
You’ll also get info on local 
businesses, garage sales, AND 
specialty publications! Subscribe 
to the Tri-County Reporter TODAY!

817-270-3340
www.tricountyreporter.com
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PUBLISHER’S NOTICE
All real estate advertising 

in this newspaper is subject 
to the Fair Housing Act 
which makes it illegal to ad-
vertise “any preference, lim-
itation or discrimination 
based on race, color, reli-
gion, sex, handicap, familial 
status or national origin, or 
an intention, to make any 
such preference, limitation 
or discrimination.” Famil-
ial status includes children 
under the age of 18 living 
with parents or legal custo-
dians, pregnant women and 
people securing custody of 
children under 18.

This newspaper will not 
knowingly accept any ad-
vertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the 
law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings 
advertised in this news-
paper are available on an 
equal opportunity basis. To 
complain of discrimination 
call HUD tollfree at 1-800-
669-9777. The toll-free 
telephone number for the 
hearing impaired is 1-800-
927-9275.
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ACROSS

DOWN

  1  Oldham County seat
  5  TXism: “got _  ___
      of arrows in his
      quiver” (capable)
  6  African river
  7  TXism: “big biscuit
      __ the pan” (boss)
  8  TXism: “limp as a
      dish ___”
  9  wanderers
15  very small amount
16  popular Texas beer
      bottles
19  carries something
      heavy or awkward
21  it’s created by the
      Texas sun
22  ____  ___ Bend, TX
      in Kaufman County
27  song by TX Henley’s
      Eagles: “Life in the
      Fast ____”
28  British dish: “____ 
      __ the hole”
29  TX Meat Loaf album:
      “Bat Out __  ____”
30  alternative energies:
      wind __  _____
32  Astro’s Jeremy
      Pena pos.
33  what a tornado
      siren does
36  TXism: “___  _ lick
      of” (none)
37  “give __  _ rest”
      (stop talking)
38  to corrupt morals
39  TX Orbison posthu-
      mous hit (3 wds.)
41  ___beans are a 
      major Texas crop
42  TXism: “likely __ 
      ___” (probable)

  1  ___ Alstyne, TX
  2  actor and UT 
      alumnus, Wallach
  3  Philistine giant
      downed by David
  4  Texas cowboy head
      covering (4 wds.)
  8  “Enchanted ____
      State Natural Area”
  9  TXism: “plain as
      the ____  __  
      ____  ____”
10  TX Willie’s “__
      the Road Again”
11  he owned Gilley’s
      Club in Texas (init.)

45  TXism: “six __  ___, half
      a dozen of the other”
46  Texas tribe “Eyeish” 
      was also known as this
47  biblical “you”
48  former governor,
      Richards
49  Christmas venture: “_ 
      ____  __ grandma’s
      house”
52  Texas river transports
53  kids’ game

54  ___-friendly
      (not harmful to
      the environment)
55  TXism: “___ in 
      cement” 
      (permanent) 12  Texas has most of

      this mohair-producer
      in the U.S. (2 wds.)
13  French explorer
      Sieur __  __ Salle
      died in Texas
14  as a plural, a great
      number or quantity
15  TXism: “his porch
      light __  ______
      burning” (friendly)
16  licensed practical
      nurses (abbr.)
17  soap opera “Dallas”
      character, Shepard
18  perceived by the
      senses
20  TXism: “still wet
      behind the ____”

22  O’Brien of “The
      Over-the-Hill Gang”
      about aging Texas
      Rangers (init.)
23  Malak___, TX
24  a horse with shoes
25  Catholic nun and
      saint, Mother _____
26  “good ___  ___”
      (he’s one of us)

28  Texas Outlaws
      coach (soccer)
31  pirates’ booty
34  gold chem. symbol
35  former Aggie coach
      _  _ Slocum
37  TXism: “put __  __
      the back burner”
40  “what part __  __
      don’t you get?”
43  ____-Pei dog breed
44  writes music using
      accepted symbols
50  “__  ___ me 
      thinking”
51  40th Texas gover-
      nor, Preston (init.)
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TexSCAN Week of 
Jan. 26-Feb. 1, 2025

CHARITY
Donate your car, truck, boat, RV and more to support 
our veterans! Schedule a FAST, FREE vehicle pickup 
and receive a top tax deduction! Call Veteran Car 
Donations at 1-855-808-4152 today!

CELLULAR PHONE SERVICE
Consumer Cellular - the same reliable, nationwide 
coverage as the largest carriers. No long-term contract, 
no hidden fees and activation is free. All plans feature 
unlimited talk and text, starting at just $20/month. For 
more information, call 1-855-493-3803.

ENERGY
Backup power — peace of mind. Get a standard 
warranty of 7 years, $849 value. Call 888-925-0261, 
Briggs & Stratton Energy Solutions.

Prepare for power outages today with a Generac 
Home Standby Generator. Act now to receive a FREE 
5-Year warranty with qualifying purchase. Call 1-855-
704-8579 today to schedule a free quote. It’s not just a 
generator. It’s a power move.

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a new, custom bath 
or shower in as little as one day. For a limited time, 
waiving ALL installation costs! (Additional terms 
apply. Subject to change and vary by dealer. (Offer 
ends 3/30/25.) Call 1-855-965-0841.

MEDICAL

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Coverage for 400 plus procedures. 
Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount plan. 
Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-0467 
www.dental50plus.com/txpress #6258

OIL & GAS RIGHTS

We buy oil, gas & mineral rights. Both non-producing 
and producing including Non-Participating Royalty 
Interest (NPRI). Provide us your desired price for an 
offer evaluation. Call today: 806-620-1422. Lobo 
Minerals, LLC, PO Box 1800, Lubbock, TX 79408-
1800, LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com.

WATER DAMAGE

WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP & RESTORATION:  
A small amount of water can lead to major damage 
in your home. Our trusted professionals do complete 
repairs to protect your family and your home’s value! 
Call 24/7: 1-877-727-3027. Have zip code of service 
location ready when you call!

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
200 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

tricountyreporter.com

VOLUME 1, NUMBER 38
Local, zone(s) 3 sections, 32 pages

INSIDE
News - A1 - A12 | Obituaries - A6 | Diversions B1 - B5 | Classifieds B6 - B8

THURSDAY ,  February 22, 2024  •  $1.00

167 W. Main • 817-444-6389 • HogleInsurance.com 

Shaye Hogle

Hogye Hogle

5.75%

Fixed Annuity
5 Year Contract
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it • Life Insurance • Group Life Insurance • Medical • Group Medical  (2-50 employees)• IRAs • SEPS • Annuities • Medigap Plans • Final Expense Plans • Short Term Medical • Trip Insurance • Dental Plans

3% Savings Account with All Life Policies

‘Illegal gambling operation’ at Briar Beer & Tobacco 
Tarrant County officers arrest cashier, looking for store manager, owner 

MADELYN EDWARDS
springtownreporter@tricountyreporter.com 

BRIAR — Tarrant County Sheriff’s detectives arrest-
ed a cashier at Briar Beer & Tobacco in connection with multiple charges related to gambling. 

On Feb. 8, the Game Room Enforcement Unit detectives executed a search warrant related to gambling allega-tions at the business in the 14000 block of Farm-to-
Market Road 730 North. 

“The unit had intel that 
this business was allowing customers to use illegal gam-ing devices to play for mon-ey,” according to a sheriff’s 

SEE GAMBLING | A4

MADELYN EDWARDS | TRI-COUNTY REPORTERTarrant County Sheriff’s Office deputies executed a search warrant at Briar Beer & Tobacco related to gambling allegations on the afternoon of Feb. 8.

History maker
Terri Toone reflects on being the first Black woman to lead Springtown Chamber

MADELYN EDWARDS
springtownreporter@tricountyreporter.com 

SPRINGTOWN — Tears 
came to Terri Toone’s eyes when she started thinking about Rosa Parks’ legacy. 

Fed up with racist discrimi-nation, Parks refused the 
order of a Montgomery city bus driver to give up her seat to a white passenger Dec. 
1, 1955. A Washington Post article from 2015 quotes 
her as saying, “I had been 
pushed around all my life and felt at this moment that I couldn’t take it anymore.” Unfortunately for Parks, the police arrested and fined her, but in the bigger picture, her dissent sparked change. The Montgomery bus boycott be-gan and ended after the bus system’s segregated seating was deemed unconstitutional by the Supreme Court, and 

the court ordered integrated seating. 
Toone thinks about Parks and tries to imagine what it must’ve been like for her on that bus to deal with the hurt-fulness of inequality. 

“That was a strong wom-an,” Toone said. 
When Black History Month comes around in February, Toone becomes a scholar on Black history and uses the occasion to educate herself as much as she can as well as provide opportunities for her young granddaughter to learn. This year, she was fas-cinated by Bessie Coleman, the first African American 

woman to get a pilot license, as well as the importance of historically Black colleges and universities. 
Toone is a historical Black figure in her own right as the first Black woman to serve as executive director of the Springtown Area Chamber of Commerce. 

After she was named ex-ecutive director last year, 
Toone didn’t immediately understand the historical 
nature of her hiring. She re-called being confused after being approached by some-one in the grocery store who 

PLEASE SEE HISTORY | A2

PRIMARY

Republican primary candidates Congressional for District 12
ZACH FREEMAN
azlereporter@tricountyreporter.com

Congressional District 12 

encompasses western Fort Worth to eastern Mineral 
Wells. U.S. Rep. Kay Granger (R) has served the district 

since 1997 and is not seek-ing re-election in 2024. 

SEE CD12 | A4

ZACH FREEMAN | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER
John O’Shea

MADELYN EDWARDS | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER
When Black History Month comes around in February, Terri Toone becomes a scholar on Black history 
and uses the occasion to educate herself as much as she can. She is also a historical Black figure in her 
own right as the first Black woman to serve as executive director of the Springtown Area Chamber of 
Commerce.

Bond or bust
The reason why SISD leaders say bond funding is needed

MADELYN EDWARDS
springtownreporter@tricountyreporter.com 

SPRINGTOWN — Jessica Castro, a Springtown High School alumna whose 
children have attended 
Springtown schools, recalled when her son described the overcrowding at SHS in a way that many local folks can re-late to. 

“We had the Wild West 
(Festival); he was walking 
down to where the food 
trucks were, and it was a sea of people, and he turned to me, and he said, ‘This is what it’s like in the hallways at the school,’” Castro said. “I was 

EDITOR’S NOTE: This article is part two of a series to find out why Springtown Independent School 
District’s bond proposals have failed four times in a row. The Tri-County Reporter has interviewed 
supporters and opponents of the school bond and SISD’s leaders as well as retrieved data on local property 
taxes. Part one of this series tracks the history of SISD’s bond efforts. This article will examine the current 
state of SISD schools and claims of overcrowding. 

floored by that because I was uncomfortable just walking through that crowd, and he has to do it every day all day long.”
If it had passed at the polls, Springtown Independent 

School District’s bond pro-posals last year would have addressed the high number of students at all campuses. The plan was to turn the cur-rent middle school into a 
ninth-grade center to allow for growth of 360 freshmen 

students and build a new 
middle school on Williams-Ward Road. This would have freed up space at SHS to the tune of 515 seats and al-
lowed for 250 more students in grades six through eight. Converting the current inter-mediate school into SISD’s fourth elementary school 

for grades pre-kindergarten through five could have made room for 330 more stu-

PLEASE SEE BOND | A8

PHOTO COURTESY KENDRA HUTCHISON
Kids squeeze their way through tight spaces at Springtown Intermediate School. 

EAGLE MOUNTAIN 
LAKE Special Section

Ten reasons to subscribe to the Tri-County Reporter:
1)  We Plug You In! Whether you are a ‘veteran’ or you are new to the community, the Tri-County 

Reporter can plug you in to local organizations and service opportunities through news items.

2) We’re here! The Tri-County Reporter is owned and operated IN Azle.

3)  We’re there! Nobody gets out into the community and covers your events like 
The Tri-County Reporter.

4)  We’re legal! The Tri-County Reporter is the official, legal, newspaper of record for the City of Azle, 
Reno, Lakeside, Pelican Bay, City of Springtown, and the Azle Independent School District.

5)  Print, online or both for the same price! A subscription to The Tri-County Reporter gives you access 
to the print and online versions of our newspaper. You can choose either or both!

6)  Local Business Advertisers Subscribing to the Tri-County Reporter is a great way of getting 
information on local businesses.

7)  Sports! Nobody covers Azle and Springtown sports like The Tri-County Reporter! .

8)  Specialty Publications! Throughout the year, The Tri-County Reporter includes specialty publications 
on such subjects as Home & Gardening, Health Care, Graduation, Community Events and more - all 
free of charge.

9)  We strive to be the best! The Tri-County Reporter has established itself based on quality and 
credibility. Numerous awards for excellence from the National Newspaper Association, Texas Press 
Association and regional press associations attest to our quest for quality.

10)  We’re grounded! If we’re going to plug you in, it’s good to be grounded. Staff members of The Tri-
County Reporter are involved in numerous local community organizations, giving back and being 
part of the community.

817-270-3340 • www.tri-countyreporter.com

Your business deserves to be seen!
Advertise with us today! 

Call Lora Paschal at 817-228-5469
lora@tricountyreporter.com

817-270-3340
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321 W. Main St, Azle 
817-270-3340

tricountyreporter.com

Looking 
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Find it in the classifieds!
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$$10107575

817-270-3340 
tricountyreporter.com
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www.tricountyreporter.com
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A Special Publication Of The

408 Central Dr., Azle 
817-444-8827

Next to the Drive-thru of PNC Bank
www.azlenwpt.com

Post Operation • Joint Replacement • Balance Training 
Sports Rehab • Stroke Rehab • Return to Work 

Back and Neck Rehab • Over 26 years of Experience

Springtown Park Rehabilitation and Care Center

Springtown Park Rehabilitation and Care Center is located at 201 Williams-Ward Road, Springtown, TX 76082 next to Tractor Supply Co. off 
State Highway 199. To schedule a visit, contact 817-755-5116. Pictured are (front row, L-R): Amber Burkhead, LVN, medical records; Christina 
Herron, director of rehab; Cherie Sutton, dietary manager: Judy Knighten, LVN, assistant director of nurses; Patti Goodger admissions 
director; Jackie Johnson, activity director; Melissa Freeman, human resources; and Jim McDonald, administrator. (Back row: L-R): Sarah 
Moore, social services, Lauren Stoff, marketing director; Chrissy Whilmouth, LVN, wound care nurse; Malinda Perkins, LVN, MDS nurse; Kim 
Self, RN, director of nurses; Brooke Nash, LVN, assistant director of nurses; and Segal Bunn, LVN, MDS nurse.

STAFF REPORT
Everyone would rath-

er recuperate at home. 
But if that’s not pos-
sible, Springtown Park 
Rehabilitation and Care 
Center in Springtown is an ex-
cellent option.

This February marks 
Springtown Park 
Rehabilitation and Care 
Center’s fourth year in busi-
ness. The facility focuses on 
recovery and comfort with 
individualized short-term 
care or long-term care. The 
residential facility offers 
round-the-clock nursing care 
in a home-like environment. 
Springtown Park sets the 
highest standards in nursing 
and health care excellence.

The brand-new, state-of-
the-art rehabilitation center 
allows staff to do all they can 
to return patients home as 
soon as possible. The nursing 
home and the care provided 
are guided by a commitment 
to exceptional quality, care 
and comfort demonstrated 

by providing social, emotion-
al and cultural needs for its 
residents and their families.

Springtown Park even has 
activities and entertainment 
to keep its residents’ and 
guests’ spirits up.

Residents and guests re-
ceive a monthly calendar full 
of activities such as movies, 
performances, outings and 
birthday celebrations.

Private pay rates are $185 
for semiprivate rooms (two 
beds in each room) and $300 
for a private room per day. 
Springtown Park believes 
a charitable residential at-
mosphere creates a positive 
outlook — making recovery 
easier and shorter. Until you 
are back home, they want you 
to feel right at home.

For the patients who enter 
the doors of Springtown Park, 
an interdisciplinary reha-
bilitation plan is created by 
a team of health care profes-
sionals from different fields 
who work together to achieve 
an objective care plan.

HERE ARE MORE SERVICES SPRINGTOWN PARK REHABILITATION AND CARE CENTER PROVIDES:
• State-of-the-art therapy gym
• IV antibiotic therapy

• Wound care
• Social services

•  Accepts Medicare and 
most insurance plans
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Thanks Parker County for 
voting us Best Flooring!

Wood • Tile • Vinyl Plank • Carpet • Shower • Blinds & More
12 Months No Interest Financing Available W.A.C.

2597 W. Hwy 199, Springtown • 817-668-6363
Open Mon.-Fri. 8:30 am - 5 pm Sat. 9 am - 2 pm

www.springtownfloors.com • SpringtownFloors@yahoo.com

Wood • Tile • Vinyl Plank • Carpet • Shower

SALES & INSTALLATION
Honesty & Quality Are Our Best Reference! 

Family Owned & Operated

Accepting Medicare, Medicaid, Private Pay, 
United Healthcare, Blue Cross Blue Shield, Care N Care

HEALTH CARE & REHABILITATION

Experience The

Difference

721 Dunaway Lane, Azle, 76020
817-444-2536 • www.azle-manor.com

Locally Owned and Serving the Community for Over 50 Years

Welcome to Azle Manor - the cornerstone in 
Rehabilitation and Skilled Nursing care.

ZACH FREEMAN | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

“Where experience counts.” The Northwest Physical Therapy team, Shane Wall, Johnna Morris, Brooke 
Branson and Sam Lopez, has been providing relief through rehabilitation, post operation care, 
balance training and more for more than 27 years.

Northwest Physical Therapy

Did you know? 
Encouraging 
physical activity

Children need physical ac-
tivity as part of their overall 
health regimen. How much 
physical activity a child needs 
varies with age. The Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention says children be-
tween the ages of three and 
five should be active through-
out the day to ensure proper 
growth and development. 
This can be achieved by be-

ing physically active during 
play. Children and adoles-
cents between the ages of 
six and 17 need to be active 
for at least 60 minutes each 
day, with that activity being 

moderate-to-vigorous in na-
ture. The activities enjoyed 
should include a variety of 
aerobic, muscle-strengthen-
ing and bone-strengthening 
exercises. 

MCC

 Children and adolescents between the ages of six and 17 need to be active for at least 60 minutes each 
day, with that activity being moderate-to-vigorous in nature.

Legacy Oaks of Azle

COURTESY LOOA

When caring for your loved one at home becomes overwhelming, Legacy Oaks is ready to help. Legacy 
Oaks of Azle Senior Living gives family members the power to step back from their caregiver roles and 
become a son, daughter, sibling or spouse again.
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237 W. Main St. • Azle • 817-444-2170

Accepting All Major Insurance & Medicare 
In Network with Blue Cross/Blue Shield, PHCS, Aetna, 

Cigna, Care-N-Care, and United Healthcare

Chiropractic Care Can Treat: HEADACHES • PEDIATRICS • PERSONAL INJURY • ASTHMA • COMMON COLD • BACKACHES

Mon 9 am - 12 pm & 2 pm - 6 pm 
Tues 9 am - 12 pm & 2 pm - 5 pm
Wed 9 am - 12 pm & 2 pm - 7 pm 

Thurs. 9 am - 12 pm & 2 pm - 6 pm | Fri. 8 am - 1pm

CHIROPRACTIC
& WELLNESS CENTER, L.L.C.

BRACE
Dr. Matt Mishio, 

D.C.
Dr. Jessica Brace, 

D.C., C.C.S.P.

www.bracechiropractic.com

Align 
today for 

a stronger 
tomorrow

Tips to get children excited about exercise 

MCC

Many young children love riding their bikes, and it’s worth noting that an afternoon of cycling provides 
an incredible full-body workout. Cycling also has been linked to improved mental health, as riding a 
bike releases feel-good endorphins that can reduce stress.

Human beings need to en-
gage in physical activity to 
stay healthy. But too many 
children are not getting the 
exercise they need. Only 50 
percent of boys and less than 
34 percent of girls between 
the ages of 12 and 15 are ad-
equately fit, according to the 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention. Children who 
are not physically fit are at 
greater risk for chronic dis-
eases. In addition, children 
who are overweight or obese 
are at a higher risk of retain-
ing that extra weight into 
adulthood.

Getting children to exercise 
regularly can be an uphill bat-
tle with so many distractions, 
such as electronic devices, 
vying for their attention. But 
parents can explore the fol-
lowing ways to get children 
more excited about physical 
activity. 

• Choose interactive toys. 
Select toys for kids that re-
quire movement. These can 
include sporting activities, 
scooters, bicycles, and even 

video games that involve 
physical activity. Kids will 
be moving while they play, 
which is a first step.

• Set an example. Children 
may be more likely to em-
brace physical activity if they 
see their parents exercising 
regularly. Adults can share 
their passions for activities 
that encourage movement, 
whether it is hiking, head-
ing to the gym, swimming, or 
rock scrambling.

• Make it a contest. People 
can be very competitive, es-
pecially young children. If 
kids know there is a prize 
or reward attached to doing 
something, they may have 
more motivation to engage 
with it. Offer a prize to the 
person who can log the most 
minutes of physical activity 
each week.

• Make things social. The 
more people involved in 
an activity, the greater the 
chance kids will want to be 
involved. Therefore, invite 
their friends, cousins, class-
mates, and other relatives to 

participate.
• Look for new ways to 

exercise. Plan vacations and 
day trips around an activity. 
Perhaps the family can learn 
how to surf or snorkel on a 
trip; otherwise, a trip to the 
zoo or a museum can involve 
a lot of walking.

• Find reasons to walk. 
Kids and parents can walk 
to or from school each day 
to get exercise. Parking 
further away from stores 
ensures some extra steps 
as well. Take the stairs in 
malls instead of elevators or 
escalators. 

• Encourage participation 
in team sports. Afterschool 
athletics often involve mul-
tiple days of practices and 
games or meets, which can 
be all the exercise a kid needs 
to be healthy. Athletics also 
present a fun way to exercise 
with friends.

Kids need physical activity 
to stay healthy, and there are 
various ways to make them 
more inclined to be active. 

How to help kids lose weight safely
Many people struggle with 

weight over the course of 
their lifetime. A study noted 
in a report in the Wall Street 
Journal indicates the obesity 
epidemic is global. Around 
2.1 billion people across the 
globe, or roughly one-quar-
ter of the global population, 
is obese. Although over-
weight and obesity are issues 
for adults, they also affect 
children. 

Children gain weight as 
they develop and grow, so it 
can be challenging to tell if 
weight gain is problematic 
or simply something that 
will resolve on its own as 
a child grows. Parents and 
other caregivers want to en-
sure their children are fully 

healthy, and maintaining a 
healthy weight is vital to such 
efforts. However, WebMD 
says there is no single num-
ber on the scale that indicates 
if a child is healthy. What con-
stitutes a healthy weight var-
ies depending on age, gender, 
height, and other factors. 

It is important for parents 
to speak with a health care 
provider first to determine if 
a child needs to slim down or 
simply maintain the current 
weight as he or she grows 
taller. If it is recommend-
ed that the child lose some 
weight, there are various safe 
and healthy ways to go about 
it. 

MAKE SMALL CHANGES
Small changes can add up 

to big results. For example, 
if a child is consuming a lot 
of fruit juice, start slowly by 
diluting the juice with water 
and eventually switch over 
completely to water. Change 
white bread in lunches to a 
whole-wheat alternative that 
has more nutrients and fiber.

ENCOURAGE SLEEP
A child’s weight can be 

affected by the amount of 
sleep he or she is getting each 
night. Insufficient sleep can 
contribute to weight gain, in-
dicates the National Institute 
of Diabetes and Digestive 
and Kidney Diseases. The 
Canadian Paediatric Society 

says children need 12 to 16 
hours of sleep a night as in-
fants, and that need gradu-
ally decreases until adoles-
cence, when youngsters need 
between eight and 10 hours 
a night.

ENCOURAGE PHYSICAL 
ACTIVITY

Children need physical ac-
tivity to maintain a healthy 
weight. There is no magic 
formula to weight loss; the 
amount of calories burned 
should exceed the calo-
ries consumed. That can be 
achieved by helping chil-
dren get the recommended 
60 minutes of moderate to 
vigorous physical activity 
each day, according to the 

American Heart Association.

REVISE FAMILY RECIPES
If everyone in the family is 

a bit overweight, chances are 
the menu needs changing. It’s 
not hard to revamp recipes 
to be more nutritious. Taking 
the skin off of poultry; eating 
more lean protein sources 
like seafood and beans; using 
low- or no-fat dairy sources 
instead of whole milk ver-
sions; and swapping whole 
grains for refined grains is a 
good start.

LIMIT CONSUMPTION OF FAST 
AND PROCESSED FOODS

Families are busy and it 
can be easy to go through 
a drive-through or pick up 
convenience meals at the su-

permarket. But many of these 
foods are high in calories, 
saturated fat and sodium. 
Families should limit these 
types of foods and seek 
healthier alternatives.

DON’T SNACK 
AND WATCH (OR SURF)

It’s easy to overeat when 
eating while watching televi-
sion or scrolling through so-
cial media. Limit screen time 
and enjoy meals uninterrupt-
ed by digital distractions.

Kids may need a little help 
finding the tools to lose 
weight and some encourage-
ment and cooperation as they 
seek to develop healthy eat-
ing habits.  
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CLEANERS and LAUNDRY

489 Hwy 199 West • 817-220-2499
Brookshire Shopping Center, Springtown 

Mon - Fri 5 am - 7 pm • Sat 8 am - 2 pm

• Dry Cleaning
• Laundry • Alterations
• Draperies
• Comforters
• Bridal Gowns
•  Leather & Boot Repair
•  Wash & Fold

Daily Lunch Specials

Breakfast Served All Day

Call-Ins WelcomeCall-Ins Welcome
Mon-Sat 6 am - 9 pm • Sun 6 am - 3 pm 

DAILY LUNCH SPECIALS 
CALL-INS WELCOME

316 W. Main St. Azle • 817-444-1400

Quilt Fabric
817-455-8983

519 N. Stewart St. • Azle
Mon–Fri 10 am – 5 pm • Sat 10 am – 4 pm

COACHING
• Personal Training
• Team Training
•  Jumpstart 

Sessions
• Virtual Coaching
•  Anytime Fitness 
Member App

•  Virtual Studio 
Classes

STRENGTH 
& FREE 
WEIGHTS
• Free Weights
• Squat Racks
• Plate Loaded
• Dumbbells
• Barbells
•  Circuit/

Selectorized

CARDIO
• Treadmills
•  Elliptical 

Cross-Trainers
• Stair Climber
• Stair Master
•  Rowing 

Machines
• Exercise Cycles

LET’S MAKE HEALTHY HAPPEN.

24-HOUR ACCESS • 24-HOUR SECURITY
PRIVATE RESTROOMS • PRIVATE SHOWERS
WELLNESS PROGRAMS • WEIGHT ROOM

TRAINING AREA • MYZONE HEARTRATE MONITOR

Thanks Azle for voting us the Best Gym!

248 Park Place • Azle • 817-406-4776 
AnytimeFitness.com

JUMPSTART SESSION TEAM WORKOUTS PERSONAL TRAINING

MENTION THIS 
AD AND GET 30 

DAYS FREE!

Fitness classes for the over-50 crowd 
Exercise is a pillar of a 

healthy lifestyle. When indi-
viduals exercise regularly and 
pair physical activity with a 
healthy diet and smart life-
style choices, they can extend 
their life expectancies and 
sleep well knowing they’re 
doing everything they can to 
increase their chances of en-
joying a limitless retirement.

Adults over 50 know it’s 
not always so easy to exer-
cise. Hectic schedules can 
make it seem like there’s 
little time for exercise. And 
even when adults make time 
to break a sweat, they might 
find that traditional work-
outs combining strength 
training with cardiovascular 
exercise are too time-con-
suming and possibly even a 
little dull. In such instances, 
fitness classes can take the 
place of more traditional 
exercise regimens. Various 
classes provide a challenging 
workout, and many can do so 
in an hour or less.

• Pilates: Improving bal-
ance, core strength and 
flexibility are three goals 
of Pilates. Pilates has an in-
teresting history, as it was 
created by Joseph Pilates, a 
German prisoner of war who 
was imprisoned off the coast 
of England during World War 
I. Pilates and the exercising 
phenomenon he created ulti-
mately made their way to the 

United States, where the rou-
tine was embraced by danc-
ers looking for a way to aid 
their injury recovery. Pilates 
is now part of millions of in-
dividuals’ exercise regimens. 
This low-impact exercise is 
designed to strengthen mus-
cles and improve alignment 
and flexibility. Achieving 
greater balance after 50 pays 
untold dividends for older 
adults, who can decrease 
their risk for falls and fall-
related injuries by increasing 
their steadiness.

• Spin: Spin classes are a 
wildly popular exercise pro-
gram that utilizes cycling to 
help people break a sweat. 
Cardiovascular exercise is 
beneficial for a number of 
reasons, including its con-
nection to heart health and 
even cognitive health. But 
many people lament daily 
sessions on a treadmill or el-
liptical that they find boring. 
Spin classes involve the use 
of stationary bikes, but in-
structors typically guide class 
members through conditions 
that mimic outdoor cycling 
sessions. Resistance and ped-
aling speed changes through-
out a spin class, which serves 
to keep individuals engaged 
and burn lots of calories. 

• Kickboxing: Sometimes 
referred to as Krav Maga, 
kickboxing is another unique 
and challenging class offered 

at many fitness facilities. 
Martial arts like kickboxing 
assist with weight loss and 
can help people improve 
their muscle tone, flexibil-
ity and stamina. Adults over 
50 who are not accustomed 
to physical activity may find 
their energy levels are low, 
but a few kickboxing sessions 

may produce noticeable dif-
ferences in stamina. The bal-
ance benefits of kickboxing 
are similar to those provided 
by Pilates, so this activity 
may be particularly beneficial 
for adults over 50 looking to 
reduce their vulnerability to 
falls as they grow older.

• Dance: Dancing is widely 

seen as a fun activity, and 
rightfully so, as few things 
can be as enjoyable as cutting 
a rug. But dancing also pro-
vides a great cardiovascular 
workout. Local community 
centers and even some fit-
ness facilities offer age-spe-
cific dancing classes, which 
the AARP notes are great 

for individuals who want to 
build core strength, improve 
bone health and protect their 
heart.

Adults over 50 who want 
to be more physically active 
can look to any number of fit-
ness classes to break a sweat, 
build strength and have fun 
all at once.  

MCC

When individuals exercise regularly and pair physical activity with a healthy diet and smart lifestyle choices, they can extend their life 
expectancies and sleep well knowing they’re doing everything they can to increase their chances of enjoying a limitless retirement.

Dr. Dustin Fields • 729 Boyd Road, Azle
817-444-3289

HOURS: M-F 8:00-5:30, Closed for Lunch 12:00-1:30 • Sat 8:00-12:00

care for 
feline and 

canine

GET QUOTES
SuttonPrinting@aol.com

Digital & Gloss Full Color Business Cards
Gloss Full • Color Post Cards • Yard Signs

Full Color Banners • Copy Paper

Digital  Digital  
Business Cards Business Cards 

$$29299999
250250

ONLY

Local Delivery • UPS

119 Industrial Ave. 
Next to Dollar General
817-444-2222

GUNS • AMMO 
New • Preowned • Consignment

Let us help you with all your 
personal, home defense needs!

FREE LAYAWAY • WE TRADE
Consignments Welcomed

101A N Main St in Springtown 
ON THE SQUARE

817-538-7557
SquareGuns.com
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How to help children safely navigate social media 

MCC

Periodic breaks from social media usage also can show children how it’s alright to take a holiday from 
the platforms every once in a while.

Social media has its fair 
share of proponents and de-
tractors. For proof of the for-
mer, one need look no further 
than numbers, as the adviso-
ry firm Kepios reported there 
were 5.22 billion social media 
users around the world at the 
start of October 2024. That 
translates to roughly 64 per-
cent of the global population, 
a percentage that might upset 
detractors who see social me-
dia as a largely divisive entity 
that research has found can 
have an adverse effect on the 
physical and mental health of 
its users.

Social media certainly has 
its ups and downs, which is 
perhaps why so many par-
ents feel like governing chil-
dren’s usage of platforms 
like Snapchat and Instagram 
is akin to walking a tightrope 
every day. Helping children 
safely navigate social media 
is no small task, but find-
ing a way to do so can have a 
profound impact on young-
sters’ health. The American 
Psychological Association 
offers the following recom-
mendations to parents and 
caregivers concerned about 
the safety of youngsters us-

ing social media.
• Recognize social media 

features that can be espe-
cially harmful. The APA notes 
that children can learn new 
social skills and communi-
cation strategies on social 
media. That’s a notable ben-
efit of social media usage, 
but there are some harm-
ful components that can be 
particularly detrimental to 
children’s still-developing 
brains. The APA highlights 
like buttons and the use of 
artificial intelligence as par-
ticularly harmful features be-
cause they promote excessive 
scrolling. Adolescents may 
be especially vulnerable in 
this regard, as the APA notes 
that the brain undergoes dra-
matic developmental changes 
during adolescence, when 
areas of the brain associated 
with a desire for attention 
from peers become more and 
more sensitive. Social media 
can exploit that need, which 
is even more dangerous be-
cause the parts of the brain 
that govern self-control do 
not fully develop until early 
adulthood. Parents can limit 
usage of platforms that tally 
likes and set screen limits to 

minimize excessive scrolling.
• Monitor usage and main-

tain a dialogue about it. The 
APA urges parents to monitor 
their children’s social media 
usage, particularly during 
early adolescence. But it’s 
equally important to main-
tain a dialogue with children 
about their social media us-
age. The APA notes stud-
ies have found that engag-
ing in ongoing discussions 
with adolescents about safe 
social media usage can help 
them navigate its dangers 
more effectively. Engaging 
youngsters each week also 
can make them feel more safe 
and not as though they’re be-
ing judged about their usage. 
Discuss what they see and 
their understanding of what 
they see. Parents also can 
present hypothetical situa-
tions that may unfold on so-
cial media and ask them how 
they would respond.

• Lead by example. 
Children learn many of their 
behaviors from their parents, 
so if Mom and Dad exhibit 
poor social media habits, 
then youngsters are more 
likely to follow suit. The 
APA urges parents to avoid 

scanning social media dur-
ing meals and family time. 
Parents also can self-govern 
their own usage, setting the 
same limits on time as they 
set for children. Periodic 

breaks from social media us-
age also can show children 
how it’s alright to take a holi-
day from the platforms every 
once in a while.

Parents have a tall task 

ahead of them in regard to 
helping kids safely navigate 
social media. But various 
strategies can increase the 
chances kids have a positive 
social media experience.  

Providing quality healthcare for Springtown & surrounding communities

You will be a patient, not a number.

308 W. Hwy. 199 • Springtown

817-523-5402
Open Mon - Thurs 8 am – 5 pm • Fri 8 am – Noon

Medical Care For 
The Entire Family 

Accepting New Patients • Accepting Most Health Plans • Call For Information 

VOTED BEST MEDICAL CLINIC & DOCTOR

Board Certified in Family 
Practice & specializes in 
Pediatrics, Acute & Chronic, 
Adult Medicine 

Gene 
McDaniel, D.O.

Nurse Practitioner, 
specializes in Adult 
Chronic Care & Weight 
Loss Management

Aimee 
Simington, FNP-C

Nurse Practitioner, 
specializes in Acute & 
Chronic Care Family 
Medicine

Bobbie 
Deweese, FNP-C

Did you know? 
The World Health Organization reports that hundreds of millions of 
children across the globe qualified as overweight or obese in 2022. 

WHO considers a child under 
five years of age overweight 
if the youngster is weight-for-
height greater than two stan-
dard deviations above the 
organization’s Child Growth 
Standards median. The WHO 
criteria for being character-
ized as obese is met when a 
child is three standard de-
viations above the median. 
Children and adolescents 
between the ages of five and 

19 are considered overweight 
if they are one standard de-
viation above the median and 
obese if they are two stan-
dard deviations above the 
median. The threats posed 
by overweight and obesity in 
childhood are significant. The 
WHO notes that being over-
weight as a child and adoles-
cent is associated with earlier 
onset of various noncommu-
nicable diseases, including 

type 2 diabetes and cardio-
vascular disease. In addition, 
the WHO notes the adverse 
psychological consequences 
of being overweight or obese 
in childhood and adoles-
cence, which include a lower 
quality of life that is com-
pounded by stigma, discrimi-
nation and bullying.  

The World Health 
Organization reports that 
hundreds of millions of chil-
dren across the globe quali-
fied as overweight or obese in 
2022. According to the WHO, 
in 2022 37 million children 
under the age of five were 
overweight, while 390 mil-
lion children and adolescents 
between the ages of five and 
19 met the criteria for be-
ing overweight or obese. The 

MCC

The World Health Organization reports that hundreds of millions of 
children across the globe qualified as overweight or obese in 2022. 

Amber Gentry Lopez
MEd, LPC-S, RPT-S

headway.co/providers/amber-lopez
Aetna • Blue Cross Blue Shield of Texas • Cigna 

Oscar • Oxford • United Health Care
Virtual and In-Person Sessions Available

Certified Humanistic Sand Tray Therapist
Board Certified Telemental Health Provider

EMDR Certified • TF-CBT Certified
EMDR Consultant in Training

Registered Play Therapist - Supervisor 
Certified School Counselor

682-587-7353
825 E. Hwy 199, Ste 102, Springtown TX 76082

Go ahead 
& smile!

Dr. Joseph McCreary, III 
FAMILY & COSMETIC DENTISTRY

Family dentistry for all ages. 
Serving the Azle, Texas area

209 Roe Street, Azle
817-444-3209

Crowns & Bridges • Whitening 
Dental Veneers • Cosmetic Dentistry 

Implant Restoration • Dentures 
Pediatric Dentistry & More...

PREVENTATIVE • RESTORATIVE • COSMETIC

817-270-3340817-270-3340
TriCountyReporter.com

FOR 
ONE 
YEAR

$$7070
OUT-OF-COUNTY

FOR 
TWO 
YEARS

$$135135
OUT-OF-COUNTY

FOR 
ONE 
YEAR

$$5050
IN-COUNTY

FOR 
TWO 
YEARS

$$9595
IN-COUNTY

817-270-3340
www.tricountyreporter.com
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500B N. Stewart Suite 1 
Azle, TX 76020

817-752-2065
www.TexasDesignerFlooring.com

ON SALE

Because You Need Floors, 
Not FOMO

NOW!

Featured Collection: PALM CITY 
Color: ADOBE OAK
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•   Partnering with specialist to 
offer wisdom teeth removal with 
sedation.

•   Offering ClearCorrect orthodontic 
clear aligners - no wires or brackets.

•  Now taking scans with iTero 
scanner for crowns, ClearCorrect, 
nightguards, etc. instead of 
traditional impressions.

•  Offering preventative, pediatric, 
restorative, & cosmetic dentistry

•  Restoration of single 
and multiple implants.

129 East 1st St., North Side of Square, Springtown

817-523-4648

Caroline 
Miller, D.D.S.

Kids and healthy eating
Gobble up these body-friendly food practices 

Despite being pint-sized 
people, children can have 
some very big personali-
ties and opinions. Parents 
know that kids have strong 
feelings on everything from 
the clothes they wear to the 
foods they eat.

Although not all children 
are inherently picky eaters, 
most go through phases of 
picky eating during their 
childhood development, 
particularly when they are 
toddlers. The UCSF Benioff 
Children’s Hospitals also 
says some children naturally 
are more sensitive to certain 
tastes, smells and textures, 
which could make certain 
foods less desirable to young-
sters. Others may mimic their 
parents’ picky food tenden-
cies. A child who has strong 
aversions to trying new foods 
can make it hard to plan 
meals, especially ones that 
include nutritious fare.

Getting kids to eat more 
healthy foods and be excited 

about them could take some 
time and effort. Parents can 
try some of these strategies 
to change kids’ perceptions 
about healthy eating.

TAKE THE LEAD
Parents can model healthy 

heating behavior every time 
they sit down to a meal. 
Research suggests parents’ 
eating behaviors significant-
ly influence their children’s 
food preferences and dietary 
habits. Given their influence, 
adults should choose healthy 
foods often enough so that 
the process becomes habit 
for the entire household.

MAKE IT A TEAM EFFORT
Children may refuse foods 

because it gives them a modi-
cum of control in a world 
where adults seem to be mak-
ing all the decisions. When 
children are included in meal 
planning and shopping, they 
are more likely to eat foods 
that are healthy. While the 
bulk of foods should be 

healthy ones, a few treats or 
special ingredients can be 
thrown in every so often.

CREATE FAMILY MEAL 
EXPECTATIONS

Routines are essential to 
children’s well-being. By eat-
ing together as a family and 
serving meals and snacks 
around the same time each 
day, kids will thrive knowing 
what is coming next. Mealtime 
is a good time to talk about 
healthy eating habits and ta-
ble manners as well, says the 
Cleveland Clinic. Parents can 
model how half of the plate 
should be made up of vegeta-
bles and some fruit.

RESPECT EATING QUIRKS
One child may only eat broc-

coli if it is dunked in ketchup. 
Another might only embrace 
a turkey sandwich if it is cut 
into triangles. Parents should 
pick their battles regarding 
food. Parents should go with 
the flow if kids are eating 
right, even if their choices are 

a little unorthodox.

MAKE IT A GAME
Incorporate some fun into 

meals by encouraging chil-
dren to come up with funny 
names for their foods, how-
ever ridiculous they may be. 

Make competitions of healthy 
eating by seeing who can eat 
the most vegetables during 
the week and earn a prize. 
Kids likely will respond bet-
ter to these positive choices 
rather than ultimatums about 
foods they ‘have’ to eat.

Healthy eating may not 
come easily to all children, es-
pecially if they are picky eat-
ers. Some patience and flex-
ibility on the part of parents 
can help kids become more 
excited about healthy food 
choices.  

MCC

Parents know that kids have strong feelings on everything from the clothes they wear to the foods they 
eat.

Exceptional care close to home

Wright Way Family Practice
Crystal Wright, MSN APRN FNP-C

1250 E. Hwy 199, Springtown TX 76082
817-409-4699

wwfp@wrightwayfamilypractice.com

Brace Chiropractic
Left to right, back row: Candice 
Repucci, Brandi Miller, BJ 
Widder, Myah Garcia, Sadie 
Spencer, Courtney Gann. Left to 
right, front: Matt Mishio,  Jessica 
Brace-Payne
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Open Mon-Fri 8:30 am - 6 pm, Sat 9 am - 1 pm • Closed Sun.

232 W. Main St. · ·  Azle
www.lauraspharmacy.com www.lauraspharmacy.com • Fax 817-406-4550

PHARMACY 817-406-4546

More than just 
a pharmacy.

Because we care...

Accepting Most Insurance • Convenient Drive-Thru
Most Prescriptions filled within 15 minutes

 Essential Oils • Homeopathic and herbal products

Are Multiple Medications 
Driving You Mad?
We can pack your 
prescriptions in packets 
according to the way you 
take your medications.

Call us to find out how! 
817-406-4546

Competitive sports provide 
a wonderful opportunity for 
children to be physically ac-
tive. That’s a notable benefit 
and one that could help to 
confront a growing problem 
of overweight and obesity 
among modern youths. 

Data from the World Health 
Organization indicates 37 
million children under the 
age of five were overweight 
in 2022, while more than 390 
million youngsters between 
the ages of five and 19 were 
overweight or obese in that 
same year. In addition, the 
percentage of children and 
adolescents across the globe 
who qualified as obese in 
2022 had grown considerably 

When winning 
isn’t important
Some physical activities for kids who 
are not into competitive sports 

since 1990, increasing from 2 
to 5 percent during that span.

Sports can definitely help 
to remedy the overweight 
and obesity epidemic among 
youths across the globe, but 
what about children who are 
not into competitive athlet-
ics? The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention rec-
ommends all children and 
adolescents, including non-
athletes, get at least 60 min-
utes of moderate-to-vigorous 
physical activity each day. 
That might sound difficult for 
parents of non-athletes, but 
there are a number of physical 
activities beyond organized 
athletics that can ensure kids 
get all the exercise they need.

• Dancing: The National 
Institutes of Health notes 
that dancing is both an ex-
citing and effective work-
out that benefits the body 
in myriad ways. Dancing is 
a versatile form of exercise 
that encompasses every-
thing from ballroom dancing 
to salsa. The NIH notes that 
dancing is a great cardiovas-
cular exercise that also helps 
to build strong bones and 
muscles and improve bal-
ance. Dancing also is a social 
activity, which means it can 
provide many of the same 
benefits related to social in-
teractions that are often at-
tributed to team sports.

• Hiking: Hiking is another 

physical activity that can pro-
vide great exercise for young-
sters who are not into com-
petitive sports. According to 
Piedmont Health, hiking is a 
whole-body exercise that gets 
the heart pumping, making 
it a wonderful cardiovascu-
lar activity. Cardiovascular 
exercise has been linked to a 
number of benefits, including 
a lower risk for conditions 
such as heart disease, stroke 
and high cholesterol. Hiking 
also is considered a weight-
bearing exercise that helps to 
build muscle mass.

• Skateboarding: 
Skateboarding has come a 
long way since modern par-
ents were children. Though 

skateboarding might once 
have been frowned upon due 
to skateboarders’ penchant 
for practicing in places that 
were off limits, the percep-
tion of skateboarding has 
now changed dramatically 
and the activity is touted as 
great exercise. A 2018 study 
published in the journal Gait 
& Posture found that skate-
boarding helps participants 
develop a strong sense of bal-
ance. The motions required 
to ride a skateboard also help 
to increase heart rate, which 
can provide a boost to cardio-
vascular health. 

• Cycling: Many young chil-
dren love riding their bikes, 
and it’s worth noting that an 

afternoon of cycling provides 
an incredible full-body work-
out. The Harvard T.H. Chan 
School of Public Health notes 
that the health benefits as-
sociated with cycling include 
improved cardiovascular fit-
ness, stronger muscles, great-
er coordination and general 
mobility, and reduced body 
fat. Cycling also has been 
linked to improved mental 
health, as riding a bike releas-
es feel-good endorphins that 
can reduce stress.

Children and adolescents 
who are not into competi-
tive sports can choose from 
an array of physical activities 
that provide a host of health 
benefits.  

MCC

Children and adolescents who are not into competitive sports can choose from an array of physical activities that provide a host of health benefits.  
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CollegeParkRehab.com
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SpringtownParkRehab.com

Private Suites Available • Newest Building in Weatherford
Rehab-to-Home Programs • Orthopedic Consulting Doctor

Advanced Wound Care/Iv Antibiotics • Physical,Occupational & Speech Therapy
Long-Term Medicaid Beds Available

Pain management Doctor • Infectious disease doctor
Accepting Medicare & Most Insurance Plans

PRIVATE PAY RATES:  185 Semi-Private  •  300 Private

Accepting: Medicare, Aetna, Humana, United Health Care, Tricare, Blue Cross Blue 
Shield, Care N’ Care, Cigna, Well-Med and WellPoint

State of the Art Therapy Gym • Short-Term Rehab to Home Programs
Physical, Occupational & Speech Therapy • 24/7 Skilled Nursing Care

Long-Term Care • Orthopedic Consulting Doctor • Social Services & Discharge 
Planning • Wound Care • IV Antibiotic Therapy • Pain Management Doctor

Accepting Medicare & Most Insurance Plans

Rapid response guarantee specialist to see our patients within
72 hrs of admission this includes; Cardiology, Pulmonologist

Nephrology, Neurology, Vascular,And Physical Medicine

PRIVATE PAY RATES:  185 Semi-Private  •  300 Private

Accepting: Medicare, Aetna, United Health Care PPO, Tricare, Blue Cross Blue Shield, 
Care N’ Care and Cigna




