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Vehicle pursuit begins in Azle, ends in downtown FW crash
JOLEE SKINNER
jolee@tricountyreporter.com

PARKER COUNTY— A 
19-year-old Rhome man 
could have pulled over and 
accepted a citation — but he 
fled from a Parker County 
Sheriff’s deputy and things 
turned out a lot worse for 
him.

On Sunday night, Dec. 29, 
a Parker County Sheriff’s 

deputy attempted to conduct 
a traffic stop but the driver 
failed to stop, leading officers 
in a vehicle pursuit that tra-
versed into Tarrant County 
before it ended in a crash.

“Shortly after 8 p.m., sher-
iff’s deputies attempted to 
conduct a traffic stop on a 
2015 white Ford Mustang in 
the 1300 block of Northwest 
Parkway in northern Parker 
County,” Parker County 

Sheriff Russ Authier said in 
a press release. The location 
is near David Beard’s Catfish 
Restaurant, just inside the 
Azle city limits.

The reason for the attempt-
ed stop was an improperly 
displayed buyer’s tag on the 
Mustang.

The press release identi-
fied Shay Martin Gilbert, 19, 
who lists a Rhome address, as 
the driver of the car. Gilbert 

did not pull over when the 
deputy’s emergency lights 
and sirens alerted him, which 
led to the car chase. 

Gilbert continued the 
high-speed chase through-
out Parker County and into 
Tarrant County while exceed-
ing the speed limit and disre-
garding several other traffic 
laws including turning his 
lights off during one point of 
the pursuit, according to the 

release.
The driver continued driv-

ing onto Boat Club Road in 
Lake Worth, then to Interstate 
820 East. 

The release indicates the 
Fort Worth Police Department 
joined the pursuit near the 
intersection of Interstate 820 
and Interstate 35 West, lend-
ing the use of its helicopter to 
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Springtown mayor announces retirement 
and reflects on time in office
JOLEE SKINNER
jolee@tricountyreporter.com

SPRINGTOWN — On Jan. 2, 
Springtown Mayor Greg Hood 
announced his decision to 
not seek reelection after serv-
ing seven-and-a-half years in 
office. At a special city coun-
cil meeting, Hood spoke to 
the council and the citizens 
of Springtown to officially an-
nounce he will not be seeking 

reelection.
“As I reflect on seven-and-

a-half years of service as your 
mayor, I am filled with grati-
tude for the trust you placed 
in me,” Hood said. “Together, 
we have faced many chal-
lenges and celebrated suc-

cesses and worked tirelessly 
to enhance our community. 
It has been an honor to lead 
alongside such dedicated 
individuals and to witness a 
resilience and spirit from our 
residents.”

Hood spoke of how he 

came to be mayor back in 
2018.

“I was grateful to be ap-
pointed to this position as a 
fulfillment of an unexpired 
term after the passing of 
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Mayor gives reason for stepping away
and thanks the citizens for support

JOLEE SKINNER | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

Springtown Mayor Greg Hood announces he will not seek 
reelection.

Looking back on the 
second half of 2024
ZACH FREEMAN
azlereporter@tricountyreporter.com

JOLEE SKINNER
jolee@tricountyreporter.com

In an exciting year full 
of big developments, it’s 
hard to pick favorites. This 
year there was no short-
age of new happenings in 
the tri-county area. Azle, 
Springtown, Lake Worth and 
the surrounding areas con-
tinue to grow and change 
at an astounding rate. In 
part two of the Tri-County 
Reporter’s year in review, 
we highlight some of these 
notable events from July to 
December presented with 
a brief synopsis in approxi-
mate chronological order.

SPRINGTOWN MAN DIES 
FROM WEST NILE VIRUS

A Springtown man, Gary 
Hopps, passed away after 
contracting West Nile Virus 
June 29. Gary became ill af-
ter being bitten by a mos-
quito while working outside. 
When Gary first went to 
see a doctor, he was mis-
diagnosed. Doctors later 
confirmed he had West Nile 
Virus, which led to his de-
cline and death. Gary’s wife, 
Dranda Hopps, warned 
others about the dangers 
of West Nile Virus, urging 
anyone with flu-like symp-
toms after a mosquito bite 
to request a spinal tap for a 
proper diagnosis.

CURT WILSON ALUMNI
BAND PLAYS FOR
AZLE HIGH SCHOOL

Over the summer, Texas 
Christian University grads 
from all walks of life, includ-
ing Azle Junior High band 
director Kevin Chapman, put 

on big band performance at 
Azle High School in honor of 
longtime TCU music director 
Curt Wilson before a 10-day 
tour of Greece. The group 
brought world class music 
to the school in June and 
returned from its tour at the 
start of July.

JASON RILEY NAMED BOYS 
VARSITY BASKETBALL 
AND GOLF COACH AT 
SPRINGTOWN HIGH

In July, Jason Riley was 
named the new boys varsity 
basketball and golf coach 
at Springtown High School. 
Riley had coaching expe-
rience at Covington and 
Rio Vista high schools. He 
served as assistant junior 

varsity coach at Cypress 
Woods High School where 
his team won many district 
titles. This was also Riley’s 
first-year coaching golf, a 
sport he previously played 
for six years

AZLE GOES DUCKING MAD
Despite traveling the 

world, Alex Roberson always 
comes back to Azle. For 
most of his life Roberson 
has lived in the community 
and loved going on cruis-
es. For the last month, he 
has been working to bring 
a fun aspect of his nauti-
cal adventures back home. 
Born out of his cruise ship 
experiences and a practical 
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The 2024 Christmas Critters 
photo contest winner
JOLEE SKINNER
jolee@tricountyreporter.com

AZLE — A few weeks ago, 
the Tri-County Reporter 
advertised its Christmas 
Critters photo contest, asking 
readers to submit a photo of 
their pet dressed in holiday 
attire. Though the competi-
tion was tough, Tri-County 
Reporter selected Mia as the 

winner of the 2024 Christmas 
Critters photo contest.

Mia is a chihuahua mix that 
Sallie Hamiliton adopted in 
2020 after losing her other 
pets.

“I got Mia in June of 2020,” 
Hamilton said. “It was a dif-
ficult year; all our pets were 
about the same age and we 
lost each one within the first 
five months of that year. In 

January, my daughter had 
gotten a 6-month-old minia-
ture schnauzer, Isla, to help 
cope with the first loss. We 
thought Isla needed a friend 
and by June, I was ready to 
find me a dog as well.”

Hamilton had been looking 
for smaller dogs in shelters 
everywhere to no avail. But 
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PHOTO COURTESY SALLIE HAMILTON

Mia dressed in her Christmas attire.

JOLEE SKINNER | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

Lake Worth Fire Chief Ryan Arthur is standing on site of a new � re station 
currently being constructed.
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‘Azle listening guy’ reflects on 3 years of cornerside chats
Will Norman talks
self-growth, connections and
the impact of listening

ZACH FREEMAN
azlereporter@tricountyreporter.com

AZLE — Will Norman, 
known affectionately in Azle 
as “the guy on the corner” or 
“the listening guy,” has been 
providing an ear and encour-
aging words to his commu-
nity for over three-and-a-half 
years. In that time, he has 
learned much, made lifelong 
connections and become a 
better version of himself.

Norman estimates he has 
spoken with more than 4,500 
people, some coming from 
across Texas or even out of 
state. Hearing about Norman 
though the radio, television, 
social media and word of 
mouth, the intersection of 
Boyd Road, Speer Street and 
Northwest Parkway has be-
come a place of pilgrimage 
for those looking to be heard. 
From his lawn chair pulpit, 
Norman does not preach poli-
tics or religion — he simply 
listens.

From Monday to Friday, 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m., people come 
to his corner to talk turkey on 
any and every issue imagin-
able. From struggles with 
depression, marital issues, 
health problems, addiction, 
job troubles and dealing with 
loss, the sidewalk Samaritan 
has heard it all and empha-
sizes confidentiality and non-
judgmental support.

“I had gone through some 
stuff a few years ago and felt 
like there was just nobody 

there for me when I needed 
it. At least that was my per-
ception, but your perception 
still becomes your reality,” 
Norman said. “My grandson 
kind of gave me the idea, one 
day he said, ‘maybe that’s 
something you could do, is 
help people.’”

Norman took his grand-
son’s words to heart and in 
May 2021, he began to sit at 
his corner and became for 
others what he himself had 
needed. It did not take long 
for people to take notice of 
Norman and his “Need to 
talk? I’ll listen” signs.

Over the years, many 
people have come back to 
thank him, saying that talk-
ing through their problems 
granted them relief. From 
those talks, he has developed 
a sense of duty and his desire 
to be a dependable listening 
ear has only strengthened. 
For Norman, receiving thanks 
and getting to hear that their 
conversations made an im-
pact is priceless.

“You can’t buy that,” 
Norman said of the feel-
ing. “If you’re trying to help 
somebody else, you’re get-
ting a blessing from it and 
you don’t have time to worry 
about your own problem. 
And a lot of times, it puts 
your problem into perspec-
tive. It makes your prob-
lem seem really small, when 
they’re going through some-
thing really big.”

While his gratification 

is worth more than gold, 
Norman said the cost of 
doing what he does is not 
cheap. He is currently on his 
eighth canopy, which over 
Christmas week developed 
a tear. Replacing canopies, 
tarps and signage has be-
come a guaranteed cost of 
doing the work he does, 
though he is not without 
help. When Norman began 
considering selling some of 

his own personal items for 
cash to replace a previous 
degrading canopy, he was 
approached by his own Good 
Samaritan who bought one 
for him.

Norman now has no short-
age of friends. In his free mo-
ments between listening, he 
keeps busy waving at honk-
ing drivers. Through conver-
sations and mutual connec-
tions, he has become well 
acquainted with many other 
local do-gooders, like Debbie 
Haynes and Andy Morales, 
who help the homeless, 
or teachers who help Azle 
special education students 
transition into their adult 
lives. He has attended funer-
als for those he met on his 
corner and celebrated births, 
marriages and renewed 
relationships.

Norman has learned that 
good deeds and kindness 
often spread. Through the 
thousands he has spoken to, 
he hopes to help others he 
may never meet.

Despite his own personal 
health challenges leaving him 
on disability, he continues his 
service, driven by a desire to 
help others and inspire joy. 
Even in freezing cold or swel-
tering heat, the 64-year-old 
tries to be there for anyone 
who might need him.

“Some people think that 
when it gets cold and hot, 
that people will stop com-
ing,” Norman said. “No, it 
gets worse. If you’re already 
going through something 
in your life and now, you’re 
cold and miserable, or hot 
and miserable, it makes that 
thing worse that you’re going 
through.”

By being kind for others, 

Norman said he has begun 
to look more kindly upon 
himself. The first time he 
appeared on the local news, 
Norman didn’t like the per-
son he saw on TV. Now, he 
said his burdens have light-
ened and he now finds much 
greater comfort in who he is.

“I thought I looked like a 
poor sad sack there and I felt 
bad, because that’s not me. 
I’m a joyful person,” Norman 
said. “I think I’ve changed 
since I’ve been out here. I’m a 
different person than I was. I 
think I’m more lenient, more 
forgiving, more open, more I 
don’t even know what other 
word to use, just more under-
standing, more to where it’s 
okay. I’m more joyful.”

While some still can’t point 
him out without his signature 
red sunglasses and base-
ball cap, Norman is some-
times now recognized by 
total strangers while out and 
about. His notoriety contin-
ues to grow and he has had 
recent talks with Fox 4 Good 
Day news anchor Lauren 
Przybyl, who hopes to one 
day get him in the studio for 
a follow-up. While Norman 
has been seen through digital 
and print mediums spanning 
North Texas and beyond, 
he is a proud Azle local. He 
has lived in the area on and 
off for the last 45 years with 
no plans of ever leaving. His 
longtime wife Brenda Mayo 
Norman, who is director of 
education at Young Sprouts 
Creative Learning Center, 
supports him in his call-
ing. Norman’s grandson, 
Kameron Weger, is an Azle 
High School Class of 2024 
graduate and was recognized 
as last year’s only graduating 

student with perfect kinder-
garten through 12th grade 
attendance.

“I love, love, love our com-
munity,” Norman said. “I love 
people. I love everything, 
even people that I don’t like, 
I love. You don’t have to like 
somebody to love them, or to 
show love to them.”

Norman has even made 
friends with Jolly Old Saint 
Nick, who has been seen vis-
iting him at his usual spot 
each year around the holiday 
season. Since beginning his 
cornerside chats, Norman 
has grown a long white beard 
himself. In a recent charity 
event raising money for a po-
lice officer, he even dressed 
as a patriotic Santa Claus. 
Next year, he hopes to afford 
his own red suit and possi-
bly take up the Santa mantle 
more often.

“I love Christmas,” Norman 
said. “I like going to the mall 
and just watching people, be-
cause during the Christmas 
season is the only time that 
almost everybody at the mall 
is there for somebody else.”

For those that feel they’re 
alone in their problems, 
Norman said he is here to 
help and will continue to be 
for the foreseeable future.

“My thing is, don’t worry 
about paying it forward, just 
pay it. Don’t wait for some-
body to do something for 
you. Just do something … My 
mantra is, no one can help ev-
eryone, but everyone can help 
someone. I saw a thing the 
other day that said, helping 
someone may not change the 
world, but helping someone 
may change their world, and I 
really liked that.”

ZACH FREEMAN | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

While standing in front of his canopy at the intersection, a ray of sunlight shines on Will Norman’s listening ear.

While wearing the same “Lone Star State” cap, Norman reminisces on photos taken for a story in Fort 
Worth Magazine titled “Streetlight Samaritan.” The photos, he said, were taken by his nephew who is 
also a journalist.



THURSDAY, January 9, 2025 tricountyreporter.com Tri-County Reporter A3

tricountyreporter.com

USPS 546-920
321 West Main Street, Azle, Texas 76020

Phone: (817) 270-3340
THE TRI-COUNTY REPORTER is published at 321 West Main 
Street, Azle, Texas by Hyde Media, LLC.,  weekly on Thursdays. 
Periodicals postage paid at Azle, Tx. 76020. 
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to the TRI-COUNTY 
REPORTER, 321 West Main Street, Azle, Tx. 76020. Any erroneous 
re�ection upon character, standing or reputation of any person, 
�rm or corporation, which may occur in the TRI-COUNTY REPORTER 
will be gladly corrected once brought to the attention of publisher 
or editor. The publisher is not responsible for copy omissions or 
typographical errors that may occur other than to correct them in 
the nearest issue after it is brought to his attention and in no case 
does the publisher hold themself liable for damages further than 
the amount received by them for actual space covering the error. The 
TRI-COUNTY REPORTER is an award-winning member of the Texas 
Press Association, North & East Texas Press, West Texas Press and 
National Newspaper Association.

OUR MISSION: The Tri-County Reporter shall provide news and insights to our readers through the independent and impartial presentation
of information that educates, enriches and entertains. We are proud to be a community newspaper committed to the people we serve.

H DE
M E D I A  G R O U P

Chief Operating Officer
SAM HOUSTON
sam@hcnews.com

Vice President Operations
DARREN CLARK

darren@hcnews.com

A Hyde Media Group, LLC Company

Publisher

SAM HOUSTON
publisher@tricountyreporter.com

Office Administrator

TONI MOORE
toni@tricountyreporter.com

Copy Editor

CARLA STUTSMAN
carla@tricountyreporter.com 

Graphics

JENNIFER HARRISON
adcomp@tricountyreporter.com

Staff Writer

ZACH FREEMAN
azlereporter@tricountyreporter.com

Staff Writer

JOLEE SKINNER
jolee@tricountyreporter.com

Webmaster/Designer

JULIE INCE
webmaster@tricountyreporter.com

CIRCULATION
For delivery or billing questions, subscriptions and 
vacation stops call (817) 270-3340

SUBSCRIPTION RATES
Delivery in county:
Parker, Wise and Tarrant $50
Delivery to remainder of Texas:  
Outside Parker, Wise and Tarrant $70
Out of State
Outside Texas $80
Online
View the paper online $40

Call or email us to advertise at (817) 270-3340

RETAIL DEADLINE 12:00 pm Friday
CLASSIFIED DEADLINE 12:00 pm Friday

Marketing Consultant

LORA PASCHAL
lora@tricountyreporter.com

Classifieds

SARA DYGERT
classified@tricountyreporter.com

ADVERTISING

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

Thoughts about personal growth
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FROM MY FRONT PORCH
By Sam Houston

Maybe it is simply the be-
ginning of a new year and the 
chance it provides to start 
anew, but it seems I have 
been doing a lot of reflect-
ing lately regarding personal 
growth. Now that may seem 
silly to many of you; a man 
of my nearly 70 years of age 
sitting around contemplating 
his shortcomings and lack of 
knowledge about the world 
around him. Wouldn’t time 
be better spent enjoying the 
fruits of my labors and re-
flecting on the past? Is there 
still time left in life to reflect 
and consider how to “grow”? 
Why trouble myself?

I have seen people reach a 
certain age and more or less 
give up on learning or experi-
encing new things. They fail 
to take the personal challeng-
es before them to become 
better people. Perhaps they 
have spent their lives work-
ing hard, getting their kids 
raised, and in the last trimes-
ter of life their interest seems 
to be better focused on re-

tirement and leisure than on 
taking on new tasks. Are they 
just tired? Have the obliga-
tions of life worn them down 
to the point that the thought 
of climbing another “hill” 
simply seems too daunting?

On New Years Day I 
thought about some of the 
many areas where I have little 
or no expertise.

I can only speak one lan-
guage. There are literally hun-
dreds of languages around 
the world and for some rea-
son I have chosen to be fluent 
in only one. I can speak a lit-
tle Spanish, meaning I can ask 
where the “bano” is, if I can 
have “uno more cerveza,” and 
question a pretty Senorita if 
she would like to dance, but 

I cannot carry on a complete 
conversation. With Spanish 
seemingly becoming the 
second language in the U.S., 
wouldn’t it be wise to learn 
how to speak it? Wouldn’t I 
feel good about myself mas-
tering a second language and 
feeling comfortable when I 
am in Mexico if I could carry 
on a reasonable conversation 
with the locals?

I love music. Something 
about live music touches my 
soul and gives me a great deal 
of joy. I have had the pleasure 
of producing some wonder-
ful musical shows and work-
ing with terrific nationally-
acclaimed entertainers, but 
I cannot play an instrument. 
I learned to play the horn 

a little when I was in grade 
school, but I became so en-
amored with sports that I left 
the idea of being in band by 
the wayside. While I loved the 
time spent playing ball, what 
I wouldn’t give to now know 
how to play the piano, the 
guitar or the fiddle. Not say-
ing I want to be so proficient 
that I can perform profes-
sionally, just capable enough 
that I could sit on my porch 
and play music for my own 
entertainment and pleasure. 
Shouldn’t I learn how to play 
something before my hands 
have lost all dexterity and it is 
impossible for me to do so?

Though I am an educated 
man, I have never truly un-
derstood electricity. Every 
time I work with it, I get 
stuck, stung or snagged! To 
begin with, I am colorblind, 
which is a real disadvantage 
in the world of electricity, but 
secondly, I simply do not un-
derstand it. Yes, I know about 
volts, and amps, and appreci-
ate the concept of “ground-

ing,” but it seems every time I 
get near an electrical prob-
lem, I am dead wrong in my 
assumptions as to what is 
wrong and how to fix it. Since 
most of the world is run by 
electricity, shouldn’t I know 
more about how it works and 
functions than simply walk-
ing over and turning on the 
switch?

Most of my life has been 
lived right smack dab in the 
middle of the age of com-
puterization. I had to learn 
to type, and then to have at 
least a rudimentary under-
standing of how a computer 
works, meaning how to send 
and receive emails, attach 
files, download and store ma-
terials, and utilize software. 
Though I use a computer 
every single day, I have never 
invested the time to become 
truly competent in its opera-
tion. I am pretty sure comput-
ers are only going to become 
more and more a part of our 
lives. If I am going to live in 
the computer age, wouldn’t 

it be beneficial to know as 
much about them as possible 
so the experience would be as 
positive as possible?

There are a lot of things 
for all of us to learn, to better 
understand, and to appreci-
ate. Our lives all come to end, 
but how we live the days and 
years we have can either be 
spent wasting away and cry-
ing out in frustration in what 
we do not know, or it can be 
enriched by learning all that 
we can. The truth is, school 
is never over and there is al-
ways more homework to do, 
unless you want to finish the 
race and never really know 
and understand the course 
you have run. We should 
never stop learning, growing 
and evolving, for that is what 
makes living worthwhile.

Thought for the day: There 
are two educations; one 
teaches us how to make a liv-
ing, and the other teaches us 
how to live.

Until next time ... I will keep 
ridin’ the storm out!

Mort’s football dilemma …

Dr. Don Newbury is a longtime public speaker and 
former university president who is Texas’ longest-running 
syndicated columnist, writing weekly since 2003. new-
bury@speakerdoc.com | 817-447-3872

THE IDLE AMERICAN
By Dr. Don Newbury

If my ancient Uncle Mort 
could somehow “saddle up” 
the University of Texas’ mas-
cot, and then lean forward, 
he’d literally be close to the 
center of BEVO’s horns. As 
it is, this simple “what if” 
only figuratively describes 
his dilemma concerning the 
outcome of the upcoming 
Longhorn-Ohio State foot-
ball game. Whichever team 
wins will reach the Holy Grail 
— the NCAA, major college, 
gold-plated championship 
football game. You’d think 
he’d be a hands-down fan 
of the burnt orange team. 
Instead, he’s sitting on his 
hands …

My uncle has nothing 
against UT. What he ve-
hemently opposes is the 
Southeastern Athletic 
Conference. He’ll always be-
lieve that the SEC’s multi-year 
plan was to “woo” the old 
Southwest Conference’s mar-

quee teams.
“I’m not talking about the 

current Big 12 league,” Mort 
wheezed. “If the SEC ten-
tacles hadn’t started creep-
ing in years ago, there’d still 
be a powerful Southwest 
Conference.” He said the 
whole shebang reminds him 
of his devout preacher uncle 
who once said: “Where I grew 
up, everybody was Baptist 
unless someone had been 
messin’ with ‘em.” …

All this to say that on the 
one hand, he’ll be happy 
if the Longhorns beat the 
Buckeyes. Why, says Mort, 

shouldn’t the Longhorns 
be able to crush a bunch of 
nuts, adding, “Ain’t that what 
Buckeyes are?”

On the other hand, he 
can’t get excited about the 
prospect that an Ohio State 
win might lead to an NCAA 
championship. That’s simply 
not the kind of good fortune 
he thinks the Southeastern 
Conference deserves …

We’re nearing the time 
of year when I pull an end 
run on TV football games. 
Typically, I join other viewers 
30-40 minutes into games. 
Utilizing my DVR, I’m able 

to fast forward through 
commercials.

This shortens games and 
also spares me from the te-
dium of watching commer-
cials I’ve already seen dozens 
of times.

The end run is reversed 
during the Super Bowl, how-
ever. Usually commercials are 
fresh, and often far more en-
gaging than the games them-
selves. So, during the “BIG” 
game, I’m likely to fast for-
ward through game action, 
thereby quickly accessing the 
next commercial …

Please allow me to praise 
one current commercial that 
may reach the height of clas-
sics — like the lady throw-
ing a Discount tire through 
the store window, and Sara 
Peller’s search for the beef in 
a Wendy’s hamburger.

New on the scene is Taco 
Bell’s intrusion into the do-
main currently ruled by the 

burger joints. Taco Bell is 
proud of its new crispy chick-
en nuggets.

In one ad, participants are 
gathered around the sample 
plate. Viewers are assured 
that these are NOT paid ac-
tors …

The first “taster” offers 
high praise, but the second 
has a different story. She 
calls the nuggets to be an 
“abomination.” With sneering 
derision, she laughs heartily 
at others whose comments 
are positive. (I’ve wished for 
such responses to stories I’ve 
spun in 23 years of columns 
and speaking engagements, 
but, sadly, none so far …) 
The announcer admits that 
there is one paid performer, 
“Negative Nelly,” and — as 
one would expect — urges us 
NOT to be …

I heard my favorite Super 
Bowl joke years ago from 
the late, great Congressman 

Charlie Stenholm, a Christian 
statesman who is greatly 
missed.

He told of the youth minis-
ter who asked adults to bring 
sandwiches and cookies to 
the church’s fellowship hall 
for a community-wide Super 
Bowl party for youth follow-
ing the evening service. As 
the crowd grew in the sanctu-
ary, he feared he might have 
underestimated his needs. He 
retreated quickly to the fel-
lowship hall, hastily placing 
a sign on the sandwich table. 
“Please limit yourself to two 
sandwiches. Remember, God 
is watching you.”

He didn’t notice a seventh 
grader lurking nearby. When 
the minister returned to the 
sanctuary, the youngster 
made his own sign, this one 
for the cookie table: “Take 
all the cookies you want. 
Remember, God is watching 
the sandwiches.” …

Springtown overdose support group’s billboard back up after hiatus
JOLEE SKINNER
jolee@tricountyreporter.com

SPRINGTOWN — The non-
profit overdose awareness 
group We ARE Our Brother’s 
Keeper in Springtown recent-
ly had its longtime billboard 
message restored on State 
Highway 199 after it was 
taken down.

The founder of the non-
profit, Jessica Castro, had a 
vision three years ago to have 
a huge sign spreading the or-
ganization’s message to any-
one who could see it.

“We ARE Our Brother’s 
Keeper has always wanted to 
spread the message of love, 
support and understanding 
to other humans that have 
lost someone to overdose or 
are struggling with addic-

tion themselves,” Castro said. 
“Three years ago, we had a 
vision of having a billboard 
that would relay that mes-
sage to a lot of people in a big 
way.”

Castro originally reached 
out to an advertising compa-
ny and was given a miracle.

“I reached out to Lamar 
Advertising as I was inquiring 
about locations and costs,” 
Castro said. “I knew it was 
going to be expensive. The 
lady asked me what I wanted 
it to say. She proceeded to 
say, ‘hold on a minute, that is 
a public service message and 
Lamar will donate the space.’”

Castro said there was one 
condition to having its bill-
board put up; if a company 
wanted to rent the billboard, 
that company’s ad would re-

place We ARE Our Brother’s 
Keeper’s message. Last year, 
a company wanted to rent the 
billboard and the complimen-
tary message was removed.

While driving one day 
recently, Castro saw the 
billboard was back up with 
the message that says “ev-
ery overdose is somebody’s 
someone,” and Castro was 
shocked.

“Just imagine the shock 
and disbelief when I drove 
past it last week and saw it 
back up,” Castro said. “To me 
it was a Christmas miracle. I 
don’t always know if the work 
is truly making an impact, 
but I believe a lot of people 
see that message daily and it 
resonates with them. Even if 
it only helps just one person, 
then that’s enough. Every 

JOLEE SKKINNER | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

We ARE Our Brother’s Keeper billboard on State Highway 199.

overdose is somebody’s 
someone.”

The billboard is located 
on SH 199 next to the Parker 

County Beef Company. If 
you or someone you know 
is struggling with addiction, 
the Texas National Rehab 

24/7 hotline for drug addic-
tion and substance misuse is 
866-210-1303.

TDMV issues new change for vehicle inspections
STAFF REPORTS

The Texas Department of 
Motor Vehicles announced 
that as of Wednesday, Jan. 1, 
Texas vehicle owners will no 
longer be required to obtain 
a safety inspection prior to 
vehicle registration.

House Bill 3297, which 
passed during the 88th 
Legislature in 2023, abol-
ished the vehicle safety 
inspection program for non-
commercial vehicles.

The new law maintains the 
annual $7.50 safety inspec-

tion fee under a new name, 
which is the Inspection 
Program Replacement Fee. 
The state will collect the fee 
at the time of vehicle reg-
istration. Owners register-
ing a new vehicle will pay a 
$16.75 Inspection Program 

Replacement Fee to cover the 
first two years.

State law still requires ve-
hicle emissions inspections 
in 17 counties prior to vehicle 
registration; both Tarrant 
and Parker Counties are 
among them.

The Texas Department 
of Motor Vehicles registers 
and titles motor vehicles, li-
censes motor vehicle dealers, 
credentials motor carriers, 
issues oversize/overweight 
permits, investigates com-
plaints against dealers and 

motor carriers, and awards 
grants to law enforcement 
agencies to reduce vehicle 
burglaries and thefts.

For further details, visit 
www.TxDMV.gov.
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LEGAL NOTICE:
Application has been made with the 
Texas Alcoholic Beverage Commis-
sion for a wine and malt beverage 
retailer’s off-premise permit (BQ) 
by Rashbir Parners Inc dba Ener-
gy Stop, to be located at 11202 S 
FM 730 Azle, Parker County, Texas 
– 76020. The owners and directors 
of the said company are  Rashmi K. 
Surani and  Rahul Ganji.

LEGAL NOTICE
Application has been made with the 
Texas Alcoholic Beverage Commis-
sion for Mixed Beverage Permit and 
Food Beverage Certificate by Sushi 
on the Square LLC dba Senshi Grill 
& Sushi, to be located at 101 E. 1st 
Street, Springtown, Parker County, 
Texas. Owner of said corporation is 
Clifton Kelley.

HOGLE
INSURANCE 

GROUP

HOGLEINSURANCE.COM

“OUR BEST POLICY IS PERSONAL SERVICE”

817-444-6389SHAYE HOGLE HOGYE HOGLE

Farm & Ranch
Albracht Harwood Agency Inc.

Springtown | Grapevine
(817) 220-4700
ahainsured.com CALL FOR A QUOTE TODAY!

Amy Kaplan ChFC CLU, Agent

813 E. Hwy 199, Springtown, TX

817-220-5222
amykaplaninsurance.com

Voted #1 Insurance Agency In Azle

Haley Carter

408 Boyd Ct., Azle • 817-444-1100
HaleyCarter.com

• Auto
• Homeowners
• Renters

• Pet Insurance
• Life
• Business         

Haley Carter

408 Boyd Ct., Azle • 

• Auto
• Homeowners
• Renters

AUTHORIZED AGENT

Kaye Burtnett & Vanessa Roberson

905 E. Hwy. 199 Springtown, TX 76082

HOME • AUTO • FARM • LIFE

Protecting Texans, Prioritizing customer service

Thank you for voting us
Best Insurance Agency 2021

AZLE & SPRINGTOWN
Insurance Directory

Dale Mares,
AAMS BIG SAVINGS
MARES INSURANCE GROUP INC
208 W. MAIN, AZLE • 817-444-1491
dalemares@allstate.com
Insurance and coverages subject to terms, qualifications and availability. 
Allstate Vehicle and Property Insurance Co. Allstate Fire and Casualty 
Insurance Co. Northbrook, Ilinois 2010 Allstate Insurance Co.

Car fire briefly
shuts down SH 199
ZACH FREEMAN
azlereporter@tricountyreporter.com

AZLE — A burning vehicle 
shut down parts of State 

Highway 199 Thursday, Dec. 
26. The incident occurred 
near the 700 block of SH 199 
just past the Main Street exit. 
The highway was shut down 

as a precaution while the car 
was extinguished. Azle Fire 
Marshal Melvin Wilson told 
the Tri-County Reporter the 
vehicle was a 2010 Nissan 

COURTESY AZLE FIRE DEPARTMENT

Azle � re� ghters work quickly to extinguish a car � re on State Highway 199 Dec. 26.

A closeup of the Nissan’s burnt-out hood where the � re likely began.

Altima. Wilson said the driver 
reported the fire was electri-
cal in nature and originated 
from under the car’s hood. 
The Azle Fire Department 
extinguished the blaze within 
minutes of its first notifica-
tion. The vehicle was a total 

loss, but the driver was not 
injured.

“The driver was very lucky 
and I’m glad she was able to 
get her vehicle stopped when 
she noticed the smoke from 
under the hood,” Wilson said. 

On Facebook, the Azle 

Professional Firefighters 
Local 3627 page stated that 
despite comments and re-
ports indicating otherwise 
there was no collision, and no 
other vehicles were involved 
in the incident.

Cross Timbers Golf 
Course closes for weather
ZACH FREEMAN
azlereporter@tricountyreporter.com

AZLE — Starting Jan. 5, 
Cross Timbers Golf Course 
will be temporarily closed 
until stated otherwise due to 
cold weather. The Pro Shop 
and Roadrunner grill at 1181 
South Stewart St. will contin-
ue operating daily from the 
hours of 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. and 
7 a.m. to 3 p.m., respectively. 

The course’s greens will re-
main covered until tempera-
tures rise. This winter’s first 
big cold snap will bring pro-
jected temperatures as low 
as 20 degrees in the first full 
week of January.

Last season, cold, harsh, 
dry conditions and a record 
amount of play and cart traf-
fic — 47,000 rounds in 2023 
— caused the course to expe-
rience a phenomenon known 

as winterkill. Re-sprigging the 
affected fairways, roughs and 
greens cost Cross Timbers 
and the city approximately 
$65,000 and left much of the 
golf course closed from May 
through September, 2024. 
By closing the course and 
shielding the grass from the 
elements, the city hopes to 
prevent future disruptions to 
course operations and pro-
tect the health of its greens.

one day, she found exactly 
what she had been looking 
for.

“We looked in the local 
animal shelters for a small 
dog and they didn’t have 
any,” Hamilton said. “We 
looked at online animal res-
cues and they had several 
hoops to jump through and 
hardly any responses back. 
After much persistence and 
applications, we came across 
Mia’s picture. The lady we 
got Mia from had said Mia 
had been found wandering 

CRITTERS
FROM PAGE A1

the streets of Houston and 
had a litter or two before be-
ing rescued. After messag-
ing the rescuer on Petfinder, 
they brought Mia over and 
she was a perfect fit for our 
family. From that day for-
ward Mia had found her for-
ever home.”

Hamilton said she and 
her family incorporated the 
photo contest as a part of 
their holiday celebrations 
this year.

“My family and I used 
the contest as a game on 
Christmas Eve,” Hamilton 
said. “We each selected a pet 
and started taking photos.”

Hamilton said Mia loves to 

stroll in the mornings and is 
a lover of big piles of leaves.

“Mia really enjoys walk-
ing,” Hamilton said. “I take 
her out on walks on weekday 
mornings if it’s not too hot 
or too cold. She likes walk-
ing through piles of leaves in 
the fall. During the holiday 
season on those walks, I like 
to take her up to the big holi-
day inflatables. She doesn’t 
really like that though, just 
barks at them. And some-
times I make her sit and I 
take a photo of her.”

Tri-County Reporter 
thanks all the participants of 
the 2024 Christmas Critters 
photo contest.

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 01/06/2024. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-issued and 
FDIC-insured up to $250,000 (principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per depositor, per insured 
depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please visit www.fdic.gov or contact your 
financial advisor for additional information. Subject to availability and price change. CD values are 
subjectc to interest rate risk such that when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs 
are sold prior to maturity, the investory can lose principal value. FDIC insuance does not cover losses 
in market value. Early withdrawal may not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs 
require the distribution of interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward 
Jones are issued by banks and thrifts nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the 
Depository Trust Corp. (DTC.)

Call or visit your local financial advisor today.

Compare our CD Rates
Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

FDI-1867K-A © EDWARD D. JONES & CO., L.P., ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

Carolyn Rocha, CFP®, AAMS®

Financial Advisor
825 E. Hwy. 199, Suite 101 Springtown
817-523-3196

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

APY* APY* APY*

1-year

4.10%
Minimum deposit 

$1,000.00

2-year

4.05%
Minimum deposit 

$1,000.00

3-year

4.00%
Minimum deposit 

$1,000.00

TriCountyReporter.com
817-270-3340
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School trustees worry about future funding
ZACH FREEMAN
azlereporter@tricountyreporter.com

AZLE — Azle Independent 
School District trustees are 
worried the district could 
lose out on funding by no 
fault of its own.

The district and five others 
were highlighted at a Nov. 
8 Tarrant Appraisal District 
board meeting for being at 
risk of state funding cuts in 
2026. Due to a rapidly chang-
ing property market, lowered 
interest rates and other fac-
tors officials are concerned 
the district could fail an up-
coming Property Value Study 
by the Texas Comptroller’s 
office.

At least once every two 
years, the state comptroller 
estimates taxable property 
values in each school district 
to ensure local appraisal 
districts are assessing home 
prices at market value in an 
attempt to promote equality 
in school funding. In theo-
ry, districts that raise more 
money in local property taxes 
receive less funding from the 
state, while those that raise 
less receive more. Districts 
that generate more fund-
ing through local property 
taxes than the per student 
allotment determined by the 
state are subject to recapture 
and may be required to send 
some of their funds to the 
state.

 Discrepancies between 
the values found by county 
appraisal districts and the 
state can cause schools to 
miss out on critical funding. 
In instances where local dis-
tricts and the state differ by 
more than 5%, schools may 
be granted a two-year grace 
period before losing funding 
if they also pass an addition-
al Methods and Assistance 
Program Review along with 
other legal requirements. If 
the difference in values ex-

ceeds a 14.5% threshold, or 
85.5%, schools may lose state 
funding altogether without 
a grace period. Preliminary 
figures presented by Chief 
Appraiser Joe Don Bobbitt 
have trustees and administra-
tors worried that one of these 
scenarios may be possible.

This intersection of mod-
ern property tax law and 
state funding for schools is 
the result of about 50 years 
of legal back-and-forth be-
tween districts and the state. 
It has been contested, taken 
to court and altered numer-
ous times, with many school 
boards protesting its most 
current iterations for a vari-
ety of reasons.

The number of school dis-
tricts that have failed the PVS 
has nearly doubled in the 
last few years. Last year, 106 
school districts across Texas 
were assigned invalid values 
compared to just 59 in 2021. 
Schools have lost more than 
$120 million in funding as a 
result.

TAD has seen no shortage 
of changes to policy since 
the expansion of the board 
to include three new elected 
members in May. In July, the 
board voted to transition 
from reappraising property 
values every year to every 
other year instead, not un-
like Parker County. It also 
approved a soft 5% threshold 
limiting appraisal increases 
for a property’s market value. 
In August, the TAD board 
approved additional signifi-
cant changes to its reap-
praisal plan in an effort to 
further slow property value 
increases. In a Dec. 13 meet-
ing, the TAD board voted to 
not renew its membership 
with the Texas Association 
of Appraisal Districts over 
disagreements about the 
frequency with which it is re-
quired to reappraise property 
values.

While homeowners may 
wind up paying less in taxes, 
some district administrators 
and trustees feel they’ve been 
left holding the bag. For Azle 
ISD, this only adds to the un-
certainty on the future of its 
funding. At a Dec. 16 board 
meeting, trustees decried 
possible factors that may 
have impacted the district’s 
ability to pass a PVS.

“This is something we 
can get penalized for, but 
we have absolutely no con-
trol,” board secretary Sarah 
Bennett said.

Another possible problem 
raised by trustees is the dif-
ferent times of year that ap-
praisal districts and the state 
comptroller evaluate the 
property market. Appraisal 
districts are required to ap-
praise property using histori-
cal Jan. 1 to Dec. 31 market 
values while the PVS uses 
sales from a time frame of 
six months from June to 
January or from January to 
July. Board of trustees presi-
dent Bill Lane said It’s like 
comparing apples to oranges 
and that the process is too 
confusing for most to make 
sense of.

“Could anybody come up 
with a more convoluted way 
to determine those values?” 
Lane asked. “They’re making 
it harder than it already is.”

During the November meet-
ing, Bobbit joked that the 
only one who really under-
stood the math behind most 
of these processes was for-
mer Texas Education Agency 
finance expert Omar Garcia.

After a promise of addi-
tional funding stalled out 
in 2023 Texas legislative 
sessions, many districts 
have been hurting for cash. 
According to recent sur-
veys, most Tarrant County 
school districts have ad-
opted deficit budgets for the 
2024-25 school year. While 

Azle ISD has passed a bal-
anced budget, tensions run 
high in talks about future 
funding. In further discus-
sion, Superintendent Todd 
Smith highlighted the impact 
inflation has had on school 
spending with its cost for 
insurance, fuel, utilities and 
employee compensation hav-
ing increased by 179%, 73%, 
29% and 14% respectively.

The exact funds available 
are determined by a state-
wide basic allotment per stu-
dent plus additional funds 
based on district popula-
tion, poverty level and other 
characteristics of families 
in local schools. The state’s 
basic allotment has been set 
at $6,160 per student since 
2019.

“Sometimes out there 
in the general public, they 
think, well, your values are 
increasing, the district’s 
growing, you must be get-
ting more money,” Assistant 

Superintendent of Finance 
and Operations Matt Adams 
said. “Well, if we, if we gener-
ate $6,000 of that $10,000 
locally, then all the state 
does is lower their contribu-
tion to $4,000 and we’re still 
just getting that $10,000 per 
student.”

Azle ISD has joined many 
other districts across the 
state urging for an increase 
in the basic allotment. In a 
presentation, Smith said the 
allotment would need to in-
crease by $1,340 in order to 
catch up to inflation since 
2020. In 2024, Smith said 
district costs exceeded state 
funding in several critical 
areas including special edu-
cation, security and trans-
portation to the tune of a 
combined $7 million.

In the event that Azle ISD 
fails the study, it will have 
a chance to file an appeal 
and argue about the accu-
racy of the state’s values. In 

the November meeting, TAD 
board member Gary Losada 
attempted to reassure school 
officials, saying the reap-
praisal plan’s management 
review process gives the 
board the power to amend 
the plan in the event that 
district seems certain to fail 
the PVS.

While it can speculate using 
current and future data, the 
appraisal district and schools 
will not know the final out-
come of the next PVS on 
funding until January 2026. 
This leaves districts unsure 
about how to plan ahead and 
leaves a chance it might not 
receive critical funding half-
way through the school year.

“The thing about this, 
there’s no way to recapture or 
recuperate this funding once 
it’s lost,” Adams said. “We 
have no way to get it back the 
next year or at any point in 
the future, really.”

ZACH FREEMAN | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

Chief Appraiser Joe Don Bobbit speaks to Azle ISD trustees Dec. 16 with AISD Assistant Superintendent 
Matt Adams to the side.

Cold weather claims Walmart
garden center sprinklers
ZACH FREEMAN
azlereporter@tricountyreporter.com

AZLE — The fire sprin-
kler system that protects 
the lawn and garden area of 
the Azle Walmart froze due 
to cold weather conditions. 

The Azle Fire Department 
responded to a water flow 
alarm call at 8:13 p.m. 
Sunday, Jan. 5; after check-
ing for fire and resetting the 
sprinkler system, firefight-
ers cleared the scene by 9:10 

p.m. The store was placed 
on fire watch per AFD emer-
gency protocols. Azle Fire 
Marshal Melvin Wilson re-
ported that Walmart’s fire 
sprinkler company was noti-
fied and the repairs are be-
ing made.

Teen killed in overturned 
vehicle near Lake Worth
JOLEE SKINNER
jolee@tricountyreporter.com

LAKE WORTH — On 
Saturday, Jan. 4, at around 8 
a.m., a 17-year-old was dis-
covered deceased inside an 
overturned vehicle near Lake 
Worth.

Early that morning, 
Northwest units were dis-

patched to the 8600 block of 
Heron Drive after a vehicle 
accident was reported, an 
official with the Fort Worth 
Police Department said.

The vehicle was found to be 
overturned in trees and wa-
ter. Police officers and medi-
cal personnel searched the 
car and found one deceased 
person inside the vehicle with 

no other victims.
The Tarrant County 

Medical Examiner’s office 
identified the 17-year-old vic-
tim as Aidan Lee Caraway.

FWPD officials have yet to 
determine the cause of the 
accident; the traffic investi-
gations division continues to 
investigate.

The City of Reno will have a plat proposal for 2.4982 Acre Lot on corner of East Reno Road 
and Arvel Circle, Azle, Texas 76020 (1660 E Reno Road). R&R Little Estates Lots 1-2. John Hall 
Survey, Abstract No. 2308 Parker County Texas. Council Meeting will be January 27, 2025, at 
7PM.  Meetings will be held at Reno City Hall at 195 W Reno Road, Azle, TX 76020.

The Sanctuary City Council is composed of a mayor and five council members, all elected at-
large for two-year terms by qualified voters within the city limits of Sanctuary. The mayor and 
council places 2 and 4 are elected in even numbered years and council places 1, 3 and 5 are 
elected in odd number years (unless there are resignations in other positions). For the May 
3, 2025 Elections the following places will be up for reelection in the City of Sanctuary: Place 
3 Cliff Scallan 2 yr term Place 1 Alderwoman Dana Fohl 2 year term Place 5 Alderman Robert 
Gunter 2 year term Contact the City Secretary at 817-221-6016 or at CityofSanctuaryTX@
yahoo.com for an Application to Be On the Ballot. Or you may print the Application and 
Qualifications for Office from here and mail it in to: City of Sanctuary P O Box 125, Azle 
Texas 76098 Notices All the election notices will be posted on the outside bulletin board at 
Sanctuary City Hall, located at 1920 Berkeley Dr. Azle Texas 76020. This is the official posting 
location for all the Election notices. The notices will also be posted to the City’s website as 
well as in the Tri County Reporter newspaper. First day to apply for a ballot by mail using 
Application for a Ballot by Mail (ABBM) or Federal Post Card Application (FPCA)
Wednesday, January 1, 2025* *First day to apply does not move because of New Year’s Day 
holiday. An “Annual ABBM” or FPCA for a January or February 2025 election may be filed 
earlier, but not earlier than the 60th day before the date of the January or February election. 
First Day to File for Place on General Election Ballot (for local political subdivisions ONLY)1 
Wednesday, January 15, 2025 Last Day to File for Place on General Election Ballot (for local 
political subdivisions ONLY)2 Friday, February 14, 2025 at 5:00 p.m.

The Zoning Board of Adjustment for the City of Springtown will hold a public hearing to 
consider a variance request for the minimum setback required for a private swimming pool, 
for Lot 2R, Block 6, Wilson’s First Addition, an addition to the City of Springtown, Parker 
County, Texas, also known as 204 W 5th Street.The meeting will take place in Council 
Chambers in the Municipal Annex Building at 200 N. Main Street, Springtown, TX 76082, on 
January 23, 2025, at 7 p.m.

NOTICE OF INTENTION TO ISSUE CITY OF SPRINGTOWN, TEXAS CERTIFICATES OF 
OBLIGATION TAKE NOTICE that the City Council of the City of Springtown, Texas, shall 
convene at 7:00 o’clock P.M. on February 27, 2025, at the Court Annex Building, 200 N. 
Main Street, Springtown, Texas, and, during such meeting, the City Council will consider 
the passage of one or more ordinances authorizing the issuance of one or more series of 
certificates of obligation in an amount not to exceed $4,910,000 for the purpose of paying 
contractual obligations to be incurred for (i) designing, acquiring, constructing, resurfacing, 
improving, equipping, and maintaining City streets, roads, overpasses, and intersections, 
including curbs, gutters, sidewalks, trails, traffic signalization and signage, lighting, ADA 
accessibility, traffic management equipment, utility relocations, drainage and irrigation, and 
landscaping related thereto, and the acquisition of easements, rights-of-way, and other real 
property interests necessary therefor, (ii) designing, constructing, acquiring, equipping, 
and improving the City’s water treatment plant, (iii) renovating, improving, enlarging, and 
equipping the City’s water system, (iv) designing, constructing, acquiring, and improving 
one or more City drainage projects, (v) acquiring land, easements, rights-of-way, and other 
real property interests for an administrative office building housing the governmental 
functions of the City, including the Public Works Department, (vi) purchasing a vehicle for 
the City’s Public Works Department, (vii) acquiring and installing equipment for City Hall, 
the Municipal Annex Building, City water and sewer system facilities, and the animal shelter, 
(viii) designing, constructing, improving, and equipping park or recreation facilities that are 
generally accessible to the public and are part of the City’s park system, and (ix) professional 
services rendered in relation to such projects and the financing thereof; such certificates 
to be payable from ad valorem taxes and a limited pledge of the net revenues of the City’s 
combined Waterworks and Sewer System.  In accordance with Texas Local Government 
Code Section 271.049, (i) the current principal amount of all of the City’s outstanding public 
securities secured by and payable from ad valorem taxes is $21,100,000; (ii) the current 
combined principal and interest required to pay all of the City’s outstanding public securities 
secured by and payable from ad valorem taxes on time and in full is $29,058,988; (iii) the 
estimated combined principal and interest required to pay the certificates of obligation to be 
authorized on time and in full is $8,964,255; (iv) the maximum interest rate for the certificates 
may not exceed the maximum legal interest rate; and (v) the maximum maturity date of the 
certificates to be authorized is August 15, 2050.  The certificates are to be issued, and this 
notice is given, under and pursuant to the provisions of Texas Local Government Code, 
Subchapter C of Chapter 271

THE STATE OF TEXAS CITATION BY PUBLICATION CAUSE NO. 24P433 In the Matter of 
the Estate of Dolphus Claude Berry, Deceased TO ALL UNKNOWN OR MISSING HEIRS OF 
THE ESTATE OF DOLPHUS CLAUDE BERRY, DECEASED Jon William Berry in the above-
numbered and entitled estate filed an Application for Letters of Independent Administration 
and Determination of Heirship on 10/28/2024, In the Estate of Dolphus Claude Berry, 
Deceased, requesting that the Court determine who are the heirs and only heirs of Dolphus 
Claude Berry, Deceased, and their respective shares and interest in such estate, and 
appointing Jon William Berry to serve as the Independent Administrator of said estate and 
Determined Heirship. The court may act on said application at any call of the docket on or 
after 10:00 o’clock A.M. on the first Monday next after the expiration of 10 days from the 
date of publication of this citation, at the Parker County Court, One Courthouse Square, 
Weatherford, TX 76086 in Parker County, Texas. All persons interested in this case are hereby 
cited to appear before said Honorable Court QY filing a written contest or answer to said 
Application before the above stated time and date should you desire to do so. To ensure its 
consideration, you or your attorney must file any contest, objection, intervention, or response 
in writing with the County Clerk of Parker County, Texas on or before the above noted date 
and time. Given under my hand and the seal of said Court of Parker County, Texas at the 
office of the Parker County Clerk, on this 31st day of October, 2024.

LEGAL PUBLIC NOTICES



A6 Tri-County Reporter www.tricountyreporter.com THURSDAY, January 9, 2025

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED FOR 23 YEARS

State Inspection for Tarrant & Parker Counties

1304 NW Pkwy (Hwy 199)

817-444-8529
817-456-0907
www.motleyautomotive.com
Monday - Friday 8:30 am - 6:00 pm

Automotive
• Tune-ups

• Diesel

• Suspension

• Computer Diagnostics

• A/C Repair

• Brakes

• Emission Repairs

• Repair & Restore

Classic Cars

Motorcycles

& ATVs
• Maintenance

& Repairs

Kerry Lane Kerry Lane

NW Pkwy Hwy 199

Service Rd

Jackson Tr.

W
estline Rd.

Motley’s AUTOMOTIVE & 
MOTORCYCLES

PACKAGE
DROP OFF 
STATION

• Open 7 Days
• Fast Friendly Service
• Fresh Homemade Food

425 W. Rock Island Ave.
Hwy 114, Boyd • 940-433-3322

Two Enchilada Dinners
& Two Drinks = $22
EVERY TUESDAY

DOS CHILES
MEXICAN RESTAURANT

682-206-7576
682-842-1315

2960 W. Hwy 199
Springtown, TX 76082

Wine & Spirits

Serving Breakfast & Lunch

Beer    Wine    Tobacco    Fountain Drinks

Smart Liqu
Smart Taqueria

Smart Grocery

Receive a free 5-year warranty 
with qualifying purchase*  
- valued at $535.

Be prepared before the next power outage.

Call 855-704-8579 
to schedule your free quote!

NEED EXTRA CASH !!! ???

Travel Trai lers l 5th Wheels   
Goosenecks l Bumper Pulls  

In Any Area!!!  Any Condition!!!
Old/New !!!    Dirty or Clean !!!

I PAY CA$H    956-466-7001
No Title – No Problem – We Can Apply For One

ANR Enterprises

I BUY RVS & 
MOBILE HOMES

817-270-3340
www.tricountyreporter.com

Specialties
• Residential Cleaning
• Commercial Cleaning
• Carpet Shampooing
• Powerwashing
• Solar Panel Cleaning
• Post-Construction Cleaning
• Move-out Cleaning
• Pre-Move In Home Cleaning
• Picture Perfect Cleaning for Realtors
• Window Washing

BASED IN AZLE

1-682-710-2309
www.riseandcleanpro.com

WE DO IT ALL!

Prospective new owners seek funding for Azle Oaks rehab
ZACH FREEMAN
azlereporter@tricountyreporter.com

AZLE — One of Azle’s old-
est apartment complexes 
may be getting a much-need-
ed makeover.

Jonathan Campbell, a repre-
sentative of LCJ Companies, 
approached Azle City Council 
requesting its support via res-
olution in an application for a 
9% housing tax credit for the 
rehabilitation of Azle Oaks 
Apartments.

According to Azle City 
Manager, Tom Muir, Azle 
Oaks was built almost 50 
years ago and is in need of 
“some tender loving care.” It 
is located at 700 Jarvis Lane 
near the Azle Junior High 
School and holds about 115 
units, housing young fami-
lies, the elderly and everyone 
in between.

While LCJ Companies does 
not currently own the com-
plex, it hopes to in the not so 
far future. The United States 
Department of Agriculture’s 
Rural Housing Service and 
Department of Housing 
and Community Affairs of-
fers loans, grants and other 
resources to development 

projects in key areas. These 
entities also offer tax credits 
to developers for the rehabili-
tation of certain low-income 
housing units, which LCJ is 
seeking in this case. As part 
of state law, the company 
must receive the support of 
the local city council before 
proceeding. Apart from its 
written support and a $250 
permit fee waiver, the city is 
not on the hook, financially 
or otherwise, for any part of 
this project.

The company had previ-
ously approached Azle City 
Council in 2021 with similar 
intentions. Campbell said 
the project was ultimately 
deemed uncompetitive by the 
state after a preapplication 
exposure process. Since then, 
there has been a rule change 
where USDA properties are 
awarded by the state based 
on the original oldest phase 
date of construction, which 
for Azle Oaks Apartments 
was 1975. Based on new met-
rics, LCJ Companies believes 
this year Azle Oaks will be 
considered competitive.

Altogether, funding ap-
proval, purchasing and reha-
bilitation for Azle Oaks may 

take two years or more, but 
Campbell said he expects to 
appear before council in an-
other 12 months to discuss 
permitting. By taking part in 
this process Campbell said 
the company hopes to own, 
renovate and manage Azle 
Oaks for the next 30 years 
at a much lower subsidized 
cost. LCJ Companies special-
izes in the renovation and 
management of USDA tax 
credit funded housing.

In a phone call with the Tri-
County Reporter, one former 
resident alleged that there 
were leaks and ventilation 
problems causing wet walls 
and mold in her apartment. 
In speaking with other neigh-
bors, she reported they also 
had major plumbing prob-
lems which she felt had been 
ignored by management. 
Azle Economic and Planning 
Director David Hawkins 
said the issues never got far 
enough along for the city to 
get involved, after an inspec-
tion by SAFEbuilt in August, 
and current management has 
made attempts to address 
leaks in the unit.

“We are going to be invest-
ing all in close to $100,000 

in rehabbing these proper-
ties, the inside and outside,” 
Campbell said. “New appli-
ances, new flooring, new 
roofs, new drainage, founda-
tions, plumbing, electrical, 
we would try to extend the 
life of this project another 40 

years.”
Along with an overhaul of 

all the essentials, Campbell 
said LCJ may also install 
some sports courts, possi-
bly pickle ball, dog parks and 
other amenities based on 
the site’s density and how its 

foundations are laid out.
At time of construction, 

residents will have the option 
of staying in their units for a 
“walk-in rehab” or transfer to 
a vacant unit until the bulk 
of work in their apartment is 
done.

ZACH FREEMAN | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

The Azle Oaks Apartments sign.  

the previous mayor, Tom 
Clayton, and then to be elect-
ed to three additional terms,” 
Hood said. “After much con-
sideration, I am not seeking 
a fourth term as your mayor. 
My intention is to retire from 
my job in two years and I 
want to dedicate my focus to 
those endeavors.”

Hood expressed his grati-
tude to his employer for 
working with him as he 
serves his office as mayor 
and stated he wants to be 
able to spend more time with 
his family in the future. 

“I am grateful for my em-
ployer, Tri-County Electric 
(Co-op) for giving me the lati-
tude and flexibility in serving 
as mayor for the citizens of 
Springtown,” Hood said. “My 
desire is to lighten the obli-
gations in my life, while fo-
cusing on my family and my 
employer for the remaining 
two years.”

Hood thanked City 
Administrator David Miller 

HOOD
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for working together with 
him. Hood will continue to 
serve Springtown until the 
end of his mayoral term and 
is excited to see what will 
happen in Springtown.

“Mr. Miller, it has been a 
pleasure working with you 
and your staff and the city 
employees of Springtown,” 
Hood said. “As I fulfill my 
existing term until May, I will 
continue to work with council 
through this transition and a 
special thank you to the citi-
zens of Springtown for your 
support and understanding. 
As I step away from this role, 
I am excited to see how our 
community will continue to 
grow and thrive. Thank you 
for an incredible journey.”

Though Hood was born 
in Fort Worth, he grew up in 
Springtown. With two older 
siblings, Hood came as a sur-
prise to his parents. Deciding 
to stay in Springtown, Hood 
has been at Tri-County 
Electric Cooperative for the 
last 32 years. Hood says this 
was the main part of his de-
cision to not run again for 
office.

“I’m trying to ease my life a 
little bit where I can enjoy re-
tirement,” Hood said. “I just 
need to ease up off the re-
quired daily duties and focus 
on my last two years of my 
job. And I must appreciate 
Tri-County. They have always 
been very good about work-
ing with my schedule.”

Hood mentioned that 
serving as a council mem-
ber again is not out of the 
question.

Hood’s public service 
started by serving on 
the Planning and Zoning 
Commission in 1999; then he 
held a spot on city council. 
But Hood became mayor of 
Springtown under unexpect-
ed circumstances.

In July 2018, former 
Springtown Mayor Tom 
Clayton died suddenly. As a 
result, the Springtown city 
council appointed Hood to 
serve as mayor until the May 
2019 regular election, due to 
his prior service on the city 
council.

“It was unexpected, for 
sure,” Hood said. Hood also 
reflected on some of the 

more challenging moments 
as mayor.

Hood was only mayor 
for a year-and-a-half when 
COVID-19 struck. Springtown 
City Secretary Christina Derr 
emphasized the unknown of 
what to expect during that 
time.

“The hardest part of COVID 
was, there was nobody alive 
who had lived through some-
thing like that before,” Derr 
said. “If we have an issue 
sometimes, we’ll call another 
city or we’ll call TML or call 
our attorney. There was no-
body to call. Everyone was 
winging it.”

But Springtown came 
around and faced COVID head 
on, until another challenge 
came. An historic artic blast 
arrived in North Texas in the 
February 2021 and deeply af-
fected the city’s water supply 
as well as electrical service.

“It was very challenging,” 
Hood said. “The biggest im-
pact was during the week 
without electricity and there-
fore the city’s water was not 
getting pumped from the sta-
tion to then the pipes.”

“By the time we got it back 
up and running, it had been 
enough time for it to freeze 
the pipes down at the intake,” 
Hood said. But eventually, the 
water issue was resolved af-
ter everything had melted.

Hood also addressed 
the magnitude of growth 
Springtown has experienced 
in the last few years and his 
hopes for the city.

“It’s been a challenge in all 
these cities,” Hood said. “All 
we can do is try to control 
it as best we can. We’ve got 
David (Miller, city adminis-
trator) for another two years 
and I know that he’s going to 
keep a steady hand on our 
budgets and meet those ex-
pectations that our citizens 
deserve.”

Tackling local issues, Hood 
said his goal was always to 
leave his city better than he 
found it.

“My goal always was during 
this time serving as mayor, 
is to leave Springtown in a 
better situation than when I 
came in and I feel like we’ve 
done that,” Hood said.

And Hood recognizes the 

strength that Springtown has 
built with all the challenges.

“Realizing how we can get 
knocked down and how resil-
ient not only the Springtown 
community is, but our staff 
and all the employees rallied 
and stuck together to get 
through those tough times,” 
Hood said.

It’s important for public 
servants to have leadership 
qualities when holding public 
office and Hood says listen-
ing is the most important.

“It’s less about anything I 
do; it’s more about listening 
to what the citizens say and 
feel and trying to meet their 
needs through the services 
we try to provide,” Hood said.

When asked what advice he 
would give to the next mayor, 
Hood says it would be to fo-
cus on the quality of service 
while keeping a handle on the 
town’s growth.

“I think it’s just trying 
to keep a handle with the 
growth and still provide the 
quality services required,” 
Hood said. “Those are ex-
pectations that our citizens 
deserve.”

keep a visual on the suspect 
vehicle and relay radio com-
munications to officers in the 
pursuit.

PURSUIT
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The pursuit finally ended 
when the Mustang crashed 
into a vehicle parked in 
the 600 block of West 
Weatherford Street near 
Tarrant County College in 
downtown Fort Worth. No in-
juries were reported.

Looking from the air, the 

helicopter pilot relayed to 
officers that the suspect fled 
the scene on foot. Fort Worth 
police officers found and 
detained the suspect until 
sheriff’s deputies arrived on 
the scene.

Gilbert had a passenger in-
side the Mustang, who identi-

fied herself as his girlfriend. 
She stated to the police she 
did not know why Gilbert fled 
from deputies. The girlfriend 
also reported she repeatedly 
asked Gilbert to stop and pull 
over, to no avail. 

After his arrest, Gilbert was 
taken to the nearest hospital 

to be cleared of any injuries.
“As a precautionary mea-

sure, the suspect was cleared 
by medical staff at a local 
hospital before being booked 
into the Parker County jail on 
a charge of evading arrest or 
detention,” the press release 
says.

As of Monday, Dec.30, 
Gilbert remains in jail in lieu 
of $15,000 bond. Authier 
expressed his thanks to Fort 
Worth Police for lending aid 
to the department’s depu-
ties to help prevent further 
incidents resulting from this 
pursuit.
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A church alive is worth the drive! For more information or rates on listing your church, call Toni at 817-270-3340

THE ABBEY CHURCH
Pastor: Paul Brownback

10400 Jacksboro Hwy 817-238-1404 
www.TheAbbeyChurch.com

Morning Worship...........................10:30 AM
Community Groups ............... Various Times

ASH CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor: Dr. G. Wesley Shotwell

300 South Stewart St. 817-444-3219
www.ashcreekbc.org

Sunday School................................9:30 AM
Contemporary Worship-TMP .........10:45 AM
Traditional Worship ......................10:45 AM
Evening Worship/Youth Refuge........6:00 PM
Wednesday Evening........................6:15 PM

AZLE FIRST ASSEMBLY of GOD
Rev. Joshua Lowrance

1020 S.E. Parkway, Azle 817-237-4903
Sunday School................................9:30 AM
Morning Worship...........................10:30 AM
Wednesday Evening........................7:00 PM
COMMUNITY BIBLE FELLOWSHIP CHURCH

Pastor - Alton Davis 817-521-4510
cbfazle.org

1405 Reynolds Rd., Azle
Directions: 730 N. to 1542 .5 mi. right 

on Cardinal, left on Reynolds
Sunday Service.............................11:00 AM
Wednesday Evening........................6:30 PM

AZLE CHRISTIAN CHURCH
DISCIPLES OF CHRIST

Interim Minister Rev. Russell Clark,
Family Life Minister Emerson Braun

117 Church St. • 817-444-3527
Sunday School..............................10:00 AM
Morning Worship...........................11:00 AM

CORNERSTONE COMMUNITY CHURCH
2233 Hwy 199 E., Springtown

817-221-LIFE (5433) 
Sunday Worship Service ...............10:00 AM
Wednesday.....................................7:00 PM

CROSSROADS BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor - Jon Baker

Corner FM 730S & FM 1886 817-755-0279
Transportation Available

Worship Service............................10:30 AM
Wed. Prayer Service........................7:00 PM

THE EDGE CHURCH - AZLE
1313 S.E. Pkwy, Azle 817-237-4822

Missouri Synod
“Love God - Serve Others - Share Jesus”

Traditional Worship .........................9:30 AM
Contemporary Worship..................11:00 AM

FIRST METHODIST CHURCH OF AZLE
Pastor: Rev. Raymond Gilman

200 Church St., Azle 817-444-3323
Morn. Worship ...................8:30 & 10:45 AM
Sunday School...............................9:45  AM
Youth ................5:00 PM Sun & 6:30 PM Wed

GRACEPOINTE CHURCH
4110 E. Hwy 199, Springtown

Pastor: Timothy McKeown
817-221-5683 gracepointesbc.org

Sunday School...............................9:45 am
Sunday Service.............................11:00 AM
Wednesday Bible Study ..................6:00 PM

HOLY TRINITY CATHOLIC CHURCH
800 Highcrest Dr. -  Azle 817-444-3063

Saturday.........................................5:00 PM
Sunday ...........................................9:00 AM
Sunday ...............................11 AM (Spanish)
Daily Mass (M, T, Th, F) ...................8:00 AM
Wednesday Mass Religious ED .......6:30 PM
Confessions ...................................Sat 4 PM

HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH ELCA
4795 E. Hwy 199 - Reno 817-221-HOPE

Follow us on Facebook for streaming services
Sunday School................................9:00 AM
Traditional Service ........................10:00 AM

SOLID ROCK BIBLE CHURCH
591 S. Reno Rd, , Springtown, Texas 76082

Pastor - Bill Gay - 817-304-7443
Coffee and Donuts ..........................9:00 AM
Sunday School................................9:30 AM
Morning Worship...........................10:30 AM

Children’s Church After Music Service
Wed. Prayer Meeting.......................6:30 PM
Wed. Bible Study.............................7:00 PM

LEGACY CHURCH
Assembly of God Church
Pastor: Gary D. Veazey

Hwy. 199 & Jaybird Lane 817-221-2983
Morning Worship................9:15 & 11:00 AM
Kidz Zone...........................9:15 & 11:00 AM
Weds Evening Legacy Group Legacy Youth, Kids 
All Services.....................................7:00 PM
THE RANCH CHRISTIAN COWBOY CHURCH

Pastor: Greg Slankard
7955 Reed Rd., Azle 682-327-7082

www.TheRanchCCC.org
Sunday School 9:30 AM • Worship 10:00 AM

Weds 7:00 pm • Thurs Potluck 6:30 pm
SILVER CREEK METHODIST CHURCH

Pastor: Bill Killough
2200 Church Rd., Azle 817-444-1382

www.silvercreekmc.org
Sunday School 9:30 AM • Worship 10:30 AM

SILVER CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor:  Jay Ditty  

Minister of Music: David Musick
Corner FM 730 S. & Veal Station Rd.

Church 817-444-2325
www.silvercreekbc.org 

Sunday School...............................9:45  AM
Morning Worship...........................10:50 AM
Evening Worship .............................6:00 PM
Wed. Prayer Service........................7:00 PM

THE WORD@LAKESIDE CHURCH OF GOD
9396 FM 1886 Fort Worth, TX 76135

817-237-5500
thewordatlakeside.com

Pastors: Brandon and Kelly Bohannon
Worship Pastor: Christen Moody

Family Life and Young Adult Pastors: Jodie 
and Mark James, Kids Pastor: Katie Pearson, 

Student Pastors: Taylor and Sheridan 
Tomlin, Creative Directors: Logan and Carrie 

Edwards, Connections Coordinators:
Preston and Ashley Larrew

Equip Sunday School
at the WORD ................................ 9:30 AM
Empower Worship
at the WORD .............................. 10:45 AM
Kids at the WORD....................... 10:45 AM
PreK at the WORD ...................... 10:45 AM
Emanate at the WORD 
(Special Needs Ministry) ............ 10:45 AM
Nursery at the WORD ................. 10:45 AM
Young Adults at the WORD ........... 6:00 PM
Wednesdays
Adult Bible Class .......................... 7:00 PM
The WORD Students
(6th-12th grades) ......................... 6:30 PM
Awana Kids at the WORD  ............ 6:30 PM
Life at the WORD Life Groups Various Times

... ATTEND THE CHURCH OF YOUR CHOICE THIS SUNDAY

James R. Plowman
Norma Plowman
913 N. Elm St. 

Weatherford, TX 76086
www.galbreaithpickard.com

1-800-593-2747

817-594-2747 • FAX 817-596-7803

Azle • Springtown • Mineral Wells • Weatherford
817-444-3211 • www.whitesfuneral.com

Our family serving your family since 1908

• Full Service
Funeral Home

• Cremation
Services

• Pre-Need
Plans

Bob White,
Anita White & 
Zack Bellenger

WE BUY OIL, GAS, & 
MINERAL RIGHTS

Both non-producing and producing 
including Non-Participating Royalty Interest (NPRI)
Provide us your desired price for an offer evaluation.

CALL TODAY: 806.620.1422    
LOBO MINERALS, LLC
PO Box 1800 • Lubbock, TX 79408-1800
LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com

FAA CERTIFIED • UAS PILOT
JIM MAGNUSON • 817-905-7883 • AZLE, TX

MAGNUSDRONES@OUTLOOK.COM @MAGNUSDRONES

MAGNUSON
PHOTOGRAPHY

VIDEOGRAPHY • AERIALS

desire to improve his own 
health, Roberson began hid-
ing ducks at the park during 
his regular five-mile walks. In 
early July the whole commu-
nity, including the Azle Police 
Department, got involved, 
looking for and hiding ducks 
around town.

CHRIS HOLLIE NAMED 
DEFENSIVE LINEMAN COACH 
AT LAKE WORTH HIGH

Fort Worth native Chris 
Hollie was named the defen-
sive lineman varsity foot-
ball coach at Lake Worth 
High School. A graduate 
of O.D. Wyatt High School 
and Langston University, 
Hollie has lots of experience, 
working at NFL camps for 
the Detroit Lions and New 
England Patriots. He also 
oversees Lake Worth’s home-
less program and works with 
truancy cases. Hollie is mar-
ried with four children.

WALNUT CREEK SUD BOARD 
APPROVES RATE CHANGES

During a July 15 meeting, 
Walnut Creek Special Utility 
District board approved wa-
ter rate changes that went 
into effect Oct. 1. The new 
rates changed the district’s 
tier system, with the base 
rate of $35.70 no longer cov-
ering any water usage. The 
first tier will charge $6.11 
per thousand gallons for us-
age up to 5,000 gallons, with 
higher rates for additional us-
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age. The changes come after 
a study revealed the district 
was losing $1.7 million annu-
ally due to the previous pric-
ing structure.

LAKE WORTH MAN ARRESTED 
FOR BOMB THREAT

Donald Mark Scott, 43, was 
arrested July 25 in connec-
tion with a bomb threat that 
led to the evacuation of Lake 
Worth Walmart and the tem-
porary closure of NW Loop 
820. Scott allegedly sent a 
message to his probation 
officer that he had armed ex-
plosives stashed in the area. 
Police tracked his phone sig-
nal to Walmart and discov-
ered suspicious looking bags, 
which contained pressure 
cookers and camping equip-
ment, but no explosives.

SPRINGTOWN SIBLINGS 
SWEEP FINE WOOL TITLES AT 
PARKER COUNTY STOCK SHOW

In July, siblings Emma 
Hauprich, 16, and Granger 
Farris, 10, won the fine wool 
category at the Parker County 
Stock Show’s market lamb 
contest. Emma won the 
fine wool champion award, 
while Granger won reserve 
champion. This was Emma’s 
ninth time competing, while 
Granger just started last 
year. The siblings raised their 
lambs for both the county 
and major competitions.

DISTRICT BEGINS 
CONSTRUCTION FOR 
REPLACEMENT AJH

At the end of July, the plan 
to build a replacement Azle 

Junior High entered phase 
one of building. The replace-
ment junior high was ap-
proved by voters during a 
2023 bond election and was 
seen as necessary by the dis-
trict because of its growing 
student population, current 
space limitations, and the 
advanced age of the origi-
nal building. During a July 
Azle ISD board of trust-
ees meeting, school board 
members voted to approve a 
guaranteed maximum price 
of $9,996,543 for the first 
stretch of construction.

LAKE WORTH FIRE STATION 
UNDER CONSTRUCTION

The City of Lake Worth is 
building a new fire station at 
6620 Charbonneau Road that 
is expected to open in July 
or August 2025. The current 
fire station, built in 1948, 
lacks space for the growth 
in the department. The new 
station will feature updated 
fire technology, such as map-
ping, wi-fi and certain design 
elements to protect against 
health risks. The city worked 
with Tarrant County to se-
cure the land for the proj-
ect. Fire Chief Ryan Arthur 
praised the city council for 
its ongoing support of first 
responders.

UTA ANNOUNCES WESTWARD 
EXPANSION

Last year’s Azle High 
School sophomores may 
be among the first to get 
the full college experience 
just 20 minutes from home. 
The University of Texas at 

Arlington announced Aug. 
5 that a plan to purchase 51 
acres at Walsh Ranch for a 
new campus was approved 
by the University of Texas 
System board of regents. The 
site is located less than 17 
miles south of Azle’s Main 
Street, northeast of Aledo. 
The expansion is projected 
to cost $150 million and will 
serve more than 10,000 stu-
dents starting as early as fall 
2028.

MAN DROWNS IN MARINE 
CREEK LAKE DURING 
CROSSFIT GAMES

On Aug. 8, a 28-year-old 
man drowned in Marine 
Creek Lake while competing 
in the CrossFit Games. Fort 
Worth Fire Department at 10 
a.m. recovered the body of 
Lazar Ðukić, who was com-
peting in the swim and run 
event for the annual CrossFit 
happening in Fort Worth. 
According to the Tarrant 
County Medical Examiner’s 
website, Ðukić was pro-
nounced dead at 10:24 a.m. 
It was the first day of the 
games, which were being live 
streamed on ESPN+ when the 
stream abruptly ended. Ðukić
was competing in a 800-me-
ter swim with only 100 me-
ters to go left in the race.

LAKE WORTH FARMER’S 
MARKET TEMPORARILY 
CLOSES

The Lake Worth Farmer’s 
Market announced on 
Instagram Aug. 12 that it will 
be temporarily closed while 
searching for a new location 
due to low customer and 
vendor turnout. The market, 
previously located next to 
the senior center and library, 
struggled being seen after the 
construction of new pickle-
ball courts, which hurt the 
market instead of helping it. 
Whitney Berry, coordinator 
for Community Link, which 
manages the market un-
der a contract with the city, 
is working with the City of 
Lake Worth to find a better 
location, possibly near Azle 
Avenue.

DUSK AVENUE RESIDENTS 
RALLY AGAINST PROPOSED 
HEAVY MACHINERY
AUCTION SITE

Over a dozen residents of 
Dusk Avenue filled seats at 
an Aug. 15 Azle Planning and 
Zoning Commission meet-
ing to voice their concerns 

about a heavy machinery 
auction company’s proposal 
to move in next door. Doug 
Bryan spoke at the meeting 
to voice his desire to make 
331 Southeast Parkway in 
Azle his new company head-
quarters. Bryan is the owner 
of Iowa-based Bryan Heavy 
Equipment Inc. In the end, 
Bryan withdrew his request 
from the P&Z.

PREVIOUSLY CONVICTED 
CHILD SEX OFFENDER 
GRANTED NEW TRIAL

In August, Parker County 
Judge Graham Quisenberry 
granted a new trial for 
Aniceto Turrubiates Sanchez, 
38, who was convicted of 
sexual abuse of a child and 
sentenced to 35 years in 
prison. Sanchez was arrested 
in August 2021 after his wife 
found him with the victim, 
who alleged he had abused 
her many times. During the 
first trial, testimony from the 
victim’s mother and a nurse 
was allowed, but Sanchez’s 
attorney said this was repeti-
tive and violated Sanchez’s 
rights. Quisenberry ruled the 
admission of this testimony 
was in error and granted a 
new trial. District Attorney 
Jeff Swain disagreed with the 
decision, arguing the testi-
mony was properly admit-
ted under state law. Swain 
also requested the Court of 
Appeals review the case.

PRAIRIE DOGS GET NEW DIGS 
AT FORT WORTH NATURE 
CENTER

In a significant local con-
servation initiative, the 
Fort Worth Nature Center 
& Refuge relocated a new 
colony of black-tailed prairie 
dogs to its grounds in early 
September. This effort marks 
a hopeful, yet cautious, step 
forward, following the loss of 
the FWNC&R’s previous prai-
rie dog colony in 2015.

LAKE WORTH ISD VOTES TO 
OPPOSE TARRANT APPRAISAL 
DISTRICT PLAN

The Lake Worth 
Independent School District 
board of trustees approved 
a resolution Aug. 19 to op-
pose the Tarrant Appraisal 
District’s 2025-2026 reap-
praisal plan. The plan, which 
freezes property values in 
2025 and shifts to a two-year 
appraisal schedule, concerns 
local school districts because 
it could significantly reduce 

funding based on property 
values. LWISD Chief Financial 
Officer Trent Dowd ex-
pressed concerns about the 
possible harm to school dis-
trict funding and called for 
TAD to revise the plan. The 
board also voted unanimous-
ly to oppose TAD’s proposed 
2025 budget, which includes 
a 17% increase.

SPRINGTOWN CITY COUNCIL 
RAISES PROPERTY TAX RATE

The Springtown City 
Council approved a tax rate 
increase of four cents during 
its Aug. 22 meeting due to 
issues with the state’s truth 
in taxation calculations. The 
city’s 2025 tax freeze for se-
niors and disabled residents 
led to a $58 million loss in 
revenue, therefore nonquali-
fying taxpayers had to make 
up the difference. The city ad-
opted a no-new-revenue rate 
of 50.6589 cents per $100 
valuation, increasing taxes 
for the average homeowner 
by $96. The rate increase is a 
one-time issue, as qualifying 
properties will return to the 
tax roll next year.

AZLE NATIVE
FEATURED IN FILM

The Aug. 29 special pre-
mier of “You Gotta Believe” 
at the AMC Palace 9 theater 
in Sundance Square was also 
the site of a happy reunion 
for one Azle family. Azle na-
tive Taylor Hunt Wright, 36, 
was excited to have family in 
tow to watch him on the big 
screen during a recently re-
leased film about the unlikely 
success of the 2002 Westside 
Little League Team

DISINCORPORATION 
MOVEMENT RESURFACES 
IN RENO AMID GROWING 
DEBATE

In September, the disincor-
poration movement resur-
faced in Reno led by former 
Mayor Eric Hunter, who col-
lected signatures to trigger 
a vote on dissolving the city. 
Hunter argued that Reno 
lacks the resources to sup-
port its infrastructure. Parker 
County Judge Pat Deen and 
other officials warned of 
negative consequences, such 
as loss of local ordinances, 
privatized water services and 
slower emergency response 
times. They emphasized that 
county services would be 

PLEASE SEE 2024 | A8
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Mary Harms was awarded the key to the City of Springtown by Mayor Greg Hood Sept. 21, in 
recognition of her four decades of dedication to the event. 

To place an obituary
Call 817-270-3340
or email us at:
info@tricountyreporter.com
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Professional business Portraits
Commercial Photography

Drone Photography
Family portraits

713-725-5620

Photography
lessons

TAKE OUT ORDERS 
817-406-4452
817-406-4800

HAPPY HOUR
Tues-Sat 4 - 8 PM

1300 Northwest Pkwy, Azle, Texas
Sun 11-8 • Tues - Thurs 11-9

Fri 11-10 •  Sat 11-9:30
MON CLOSED

stretched thin. While some 
residents support disincor-
poration, Hunter says many 
simply just want to have a 
vote on the matter.

JAMES L. KINGREA INDUCTED 
INTO SPRINGTOWN ISD WALL 
OF HONOR

On Sept. 6, James L. 
Kingrea was inducted into 
the Springtown Independent 
School District Wall of Honor 
for his athletic achievements, 
community service and 
dedication to Springtown. 
Born in 1946, Kingrea moved 
to Springtown and quickly 
excelled in sports, particu-
larly football and track. He 
was the captain of the foot-
ball team and set a shot-put 
record of 54 feet, 6 inches. 
Unfortunately, a neck injury 
during college ended his ath-
letic career. Kingrea returned 
to Springtown with his wife, 
reconnected with friends and 
became active in the commu-
nity. Kingrea was surprised 
and honored being the only 
honoree for the Wall of Honor 
in 2024.

50 YEARS OF FESTIVALS
Since at least 1974, Azle 

has held a community-wide 
festival for its residents to 
enjoy, though this event has 
not always been called Sting 
Fling. In the last half centu-
ry, different Azle fêtes have 
gone by different names and 
have occurred at different 
times of the year. In a Sept. 
12 article, the Tri-County 
Reporter dove into the his-
tory of festivals on Azle’s 
Main Street.

IN THE THICK OF
THE ‘BRIAR PATCH’

Residents of the former city 
of Briar have been waging an 
ongoing debate on policing 
and a struggle against local 
crime for nearly a half cen-
tury. In a Sept. 19 article, the 
Tri-Country Reporter dove 
into the history of crime and 
policing in the area, focusing 
on the drug bust of an area 
resident as a case study.

BUZZY
Buzzy unveiled a strong 

new look at a Sept. 20 pep 
rally and home game. The 
new suit is equipped with 
more muscle and attitude 

trailer. Brandes was unable 
to stop before colliding with 
the trailer, injuring his leg 
before swerving into oncom-
ing traffic and crashing head-
on with a Cadillac. Brandes 
was pronounced dead at 1:24 
p.m. He was a 13-year veteran 
firefighter with the Irving Fire 
Department and a reserve of-
ficer with the Decatur Police 
Department.

FOURTH GRADE MENTORS 
CELEBRATE SUCCESSFUL
AZLE INTRODUCTION

Academy 4 highlighted a 
successful Azle launch of its 
fourth-grade mentoring pro-
gram with an Oct. 3 gala and 
fundraiser at the One Azle 
building. The nonprofit orga-
nization paired local adults 
to Azle ISD fourth graders at 
Cross Timbers and Hilltop 
Elementary schools. Students 
learned important lessons 
from adults while engaging in 
fun and learning during club 
time as well.

PLANE CRASHES IN EAGLE 
MOUNTAIN LAKE

Authorities responded to 
a downed plane on the east-
ern side of Eagle Mountain 
Lake Oct. 7. CBS News foot-
age showed a white-and-red 
plane suspended underwa-
ter in the lake. The Federal 
Aviation Administration 
registry shows the aircraft is 
a Champion 7EC fixed wing 
single-engine light airplane. 
The tail number also identi-
fied the plane as belonging 
to Stephen Spence of North 
Richland Hills. Later, it was 
confirmed that Spence, the 
only occupant of the aircraft, 
died as a result of the crash.

JENKINS RESIGNS FROM 
RENO COUNCIL

On Oct. 10, Reno City 
Council member Joy Jenkins 
resigned her position, ef-
fective immediately, citing 
frustrations with the city’s 
direction and leadership. In 
a letter to Mayor Hector Bas, 
Jenkins expressed concerns 
about the lack of financial 
transparency, budgetary is-
sues and misreporting of 
payroll. She also criticized 
the city’s prioritization of a 
developer’s interests over 
its citizens regarding dense 
housing, a MUD district and 
higher taxes. Jenkins pointed 
out a Sept. 30 council meet-
ing incident, where a council 

member interrupted a citizen 
to take a call from the devel-
oper. Jenkins said that was 
the last straw in her decision 
to resign.

SILVER CREEK HERITAGE 
SOCIETY CELEBRATES 25 
YEARS

Located about eight miles 
from Azle’s Main Street, a 
small, unassuming cottage is 
celebrated as a meeting place 
between friends and as a vital 
piece of Parker County his-
tory. On Sunday, Oct. 20, the 
Silver Creek Heritage Society 
celebrated 25 years since its 
founding in October 1999

AZLE SETS 20-YEAR PLAN
The Azle City Council and 

planning and zoning commis-
sion held a special joint meet-
ing Oct. 29 to approve the 
final draft for the city’s com-
prehensive master plan and 
parks and recreation master 
plan. The plan, titled “Azle: 
On the Horizon,” sets a vi-
sion, guidelines and a flexible 
framework for the city until 
2045. For about 18 months, 
the city and its advisor on 
the project, Halff Associates, 
have been working to de-
velop this plan with feedback 
from community members. 
Numerous public workshops 
and meetings were held in 
that period to gather such in-
put. The plans cover land use, 
throughfares, parks, down-
town and the implementation 
of the ideas presented in each 
category.

SPRINGTOWN LEGENDS 
MUSEUM REOPENS

The Springtown Legends 
Museum reopened Nov.1 
with a new coordinator, Amy 
Hedges, after a four-year hia-
tus. The museum has four 
main collections: natural 
history, furnishings, archi-
val history and military his-
tory, with rotating exhibits 
throughout the year. New 
programs for kids will be of-
fered like story time, STEM 
activities, scavenger hunts 
plus scholarship opportuni-
ties for local seniors. Hedges 
also plans to host outdoor 
movie nights and invite lo-
cal historians to speak. The 
museum is seeking donations 

of items, pictures or artifacts 
from the community.

BURT ELECTED TO LAKE 
WORTH ISD BOARD

On Nov. 5, Cindy Burt won 
Place 7 on the Lake Worth 
ISD board of trustees, de-
feating incumbent Chris 
Thomas by 388 votes; Burt 
received 1,887 votes com-
pared to Thomas’ 1,499 
votes. Cristina Gallagher, who 
ran unopposed, won Place 
6. Board President Armando 
Velazquez congratulated 
Burt and Gallagher and 
thanked Thomas for his years 
of service.

AZLE BEAUTIFICATION BOARD 
MEETS, SETS GUIDELINES

After being codified by city 
ordinance in March, Azle’s 
beautification board met for 
the first time Nov. 7, with 
a goal of making the “dark 
spaces lighter and the drab 
things prettier.” Five board 
members, including an Azle 
High School student, held 
their first meeting to estab-
lish guidelines covering the 
future of beautification proj-
ects in the city.

SPRINGTOWN’S FIRST 
ANNUAL ‘ALYSSA’S RIDE’ 
HONORS FENTANYL VICTIMS 
AND RAISES AWARENESS

Springtown local Brad 
Baltzell hosted the first an-
nual “Alyssa’s Ride” Nov. 30 
to honor those lost to fen-
tanyl and raise awareness 
about the growing crisis. The 
ride was part of The Alyssa 
Project, a nonprofit organi-
zation founded by Baltzell 
in memory of his daughter 
Alyssa, who tragically died 
from fentanyl poisoning 
in 2020. The ride began at 
Prodigy Cycles, then trav-
eled to Weatherford, Mineral 
Wells and Springtown. All 
funds raised will benefit 
drug awareness and rehab 
programs. Baltzell hopes 
Alyssa’s Ride will become a 
national movement to com-
bat the fentanyl epidemic.

Azle student competes in 
National American Miss

Just one year after com-
peting at her first National 
American Miss event, 
Vanessa Webb represent-
ed her state in the 4-6 age 
category as Texas Princess, 

beating 60 other girls in her 
division to take home the 
coveted Miss Texas sash 
and tiara in June. Webb went 
head-to-head with other 
National American Miss con-
testants for the national title 
in Orlando, Florida at the end 
of November.

WOMAN KILLED; MAN 
ARRESTED AFTER
FM 730 S. WRECK

An Azle woman was killed 
and a Weatherford man was 
arrested after a major ac-
cident near the 7000 block 
of Farm-to-Market Road 730 
South. On Dec. 8, Daniel 
Rascon, potentially under the 
effects of drugs and alcohol, 
crashed into a car carrying 
three women, killing one and 
injuring two others. Rascon, 
a 21-year-old Mexican na-
tional, charged with intoxica-
tion manslaughter as well as 
two counts of intoxication 
assault; he is also the sub-
ject of an ICE detainer, and 
remained in custody in the 
Parker County jail as of Dec. 
31, 2024.

FUTURE FUNDING WORRIES
Trustees expressed fears 

of future funding cuts during 
a Dec. 16 Azle Independent 
School District board meet-
ing. The district and five 
others were highlighted by 
TAD for being at risk of state 
funding cuts in 2026. Due to 
a changing market and other 
factors, the district may be 
at a heightened risk of fail-
ing a property tax study by 
the Texas State Comptroller, 
which determines each 
school district’s yearly allot-
ted state funds. The situation 
is still developing and may 
not have a direct impact on 
school funding until January 
2026.

WARE (SEMI) RETIRES AFTER 
25 YEARS WITH NEWSPAPER

Longtime Azle News, 
Springtown Epigraph and Tri-
County Reporter publisher 
Kim Ware officially retired 
Dec. 19, though she is set 
to remain at the paper part 
time during a three-month 
transition period. In the Dec. 
19 paper, the Tri-County 
Reporter published two ar-
ticles detailing Ware’s history 
at the newspaper and the 
impact she had had in on the 
community.
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than its predecessor and has 
multiple physical upgrades, 
really letting Buzzy show off 
his dance skills.

DUTCH BROS. BUILT ON SITE 
OF FORMER DAIRY QUEEN

Since the early 1960s, Dairy 
Queen has been a trusted 
staple for good eats and ice 
cream treats for generations 
of Azleites. After sagging 
under years of disrepair, pa-
trons said their goodbyes to 
the restaurant in 2022 and 
it was demolished. The lot 
sat empty until the construc-
tion and Sept. 20 opening of a 
highly anticipated Dutch Bros 
Coffee.

MARY HARMS AWARDED KEY 
TO THE CITY OF SPRINGTOWN

Mary Harms was award-
ed the key to the City of 
Springtown by Mayor Greg 
Hood Sept. 21, in recognition 
of her four decades of dedica-
tion to the event. Harms was 
a key figure in the creation 
and coordination of the Wild 
West Festival. She cofound-
ed the festival in 1984 and 
helped grow it from a small 
gathering with 10 vendors to 
a major event with more than 
200 vendors. 2024 marked 
both the festival’s 40th anni-
versary and Harms’ final year 
as coordinator. She passed 
her role to Andrew Alvis. 
Harms will continue volun-
teering at the festival.

AZLE LOCALS BAND 
TOGETHER FOR ASH CREEK 
BEAUTIFICATION

Ash Creek is a permanent, 
but not always prominent, 
feature in the backyards of 
many Main Street businesses. 
Deb Turpin, owner of Eagle 
Mountain Plaza at 300 East 
Main Street, has a goal to pre-
serve this natural resource 
for generations to come. With 
the help of other local busi-
ness owners and city council 
members, Turpin scouted 
portions of Ash Creek in late 
September and went on to 
lead cleanup efforts later in 
the year.

FIREFIGHTER AND RESERVE 
OFFICER DIES IN MOTORCYCLE 
CRASH NEAR SPRINGTOWN

First responder Joshua 
Brandes, died Oct. 1 fol-
lowing a wreck on Farm-to-
Market Road 51. Springtown 
Police responded to the scene 
of a crash involving a motor-
cycle and a truck pulling a 

ZACH FREEMAN | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

The new Buzzy shows o�  his range of motion with a dance in September.

JOLEE SKINNER | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

The Springtown Legends Museum reopened Nov.1 with a new coordinator, Amy Hedges, after a four-
year hiatus. 



THURSDAY ,  January 9, 2025  

Your business deserves to be seen!
Advertise with us today!

Call Lora Paschal at 817-228-5469
lora@tricountyreporter.com

817-270-3340

Azle wrestlers 
hammer down 
in Arkansas
RICK MAUCH
Special to the Tri-County Reporter

Not only are Azle wrestlers 
among the best in Texas, it 
turns out they among the 
best in several states as they 
proved with their perfor-
mance in the recent Bring 
the Hammer Tournament at 
Cabot High School in Cabot, 
Arkansas.

The 30-team tourna-
ment featured squads from 
Arkansas, Texas, Oklahoma, 
Kansas, Tennessee, 
Mississippi and Missouri.

Individual champions 
receive a custom engraved 
sledgehammer. Azle had 
five individual champions 
and a boys team champion-
ship, with the girls finishing 
fourth.

“We had our best ever 
showing here,” Azle coach 
Tyler Harrison said with 
excitement.

Winning championships 
in their weight classes for 
the boys were Chase Yancey 
at 144 pounds and Devin 
Wingfield at 285. Girls cham-
pions are Noah Kovach, 100; 
Mariah Dillard, 115; and Elly 
Yelle, 135.

Also placing for Azle were:
Boys
106: 4. Mark O’Neil
113: 6. Kolby Moreland
132: 5. Tyler Yancey
150: 3. Wyatt Hicks
157: 2. Landin Evans
175: 4. Eli Bryan
215: 5. Roman Fraser
Girls
110: 5. Kaylie Groot
135: 5. Natalie Petit
190: 4. Kinzlynn Camarillo
Also during December, 

Yancey reached a milestone 
moment in his high school 
career, winning his 100th PLEASE SEE ROUNDUP | B3

LAYTH TAYLOR | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

The Azle Lady Hornets and Hornets basketball teams wrapped up 2024 with games in Granbury Dec. 31. The Lady Hornets lost 43-24, while 
the Hornets were edged out 56-52.

Carlson wins double gold 
at No-Gi Worlds
JOHN ENGLISH
Contributing writer

When it comes to the sport 
of Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu, Mendi 
Carlson is a natural.

The Azle resident recent-
ly competed in the Master 
Worlds Tournament and won 
two world titles as a purple 
belt, which is the first of the 

three advanced belts behind 
brown and black.

Carlson initially com-
peted in the Master Worlds 
Championship (in the gi) in 
Las Vegas as a blue belt in 
September 2023 and was 
going into the No-Gi Worlds 
tournament in December 
2023 hoping for a double title 
that year.

“Two weeks before the 
competition, I was rolling 
(live sparring/grappling) with 
a friend and fractured my 
rib,” Carlson said. “I was im-
mediately devastated, but I 
rested until the tournament. 
With all my travel arrange-
ments already in place, I 

PLEASE SEE DOUBLE | B3

Sports Year in Review
RICK MAUCH
Special to the Tri-County Reporter

From accomplishments 
not made since before play-
ers on the current team were 
even born to appearances at 
state — including a perfect 
season in wrestling — it was 
another great year for sports 
in the area. Here’s a look 
back at the highlights:

BASEBALL
Azle
The Hornets (14-13) cap-

tured the championship of 
the Jet Teague Tournament 
in Kennedale, including a 
combined perfect game by 
pitchers Cole Webb and 
Anthony Virag in a 6-0 win 
over Amarillo Palo Duro.

Garrin Graves was named 
District 5-5A Offensive 
Player of the Year. Graves 
was also second-team 
Class 5A All-State by the 
Texas High School Baseball 
Coaches Association. In 
addition he was honor-
able mention All-State by 
the Texas Sports Writers 
Association.

The Hornets were also 
awarded the Team Academic 
Excellence Award by the 
American Baseball Coaches PHOTO COURTESY CHAPA PHOTOGRAPHY

Congrats on an amazing  season, Lady Hornets! Your hard work 
paid o� , earning the title of 2024 Bi-District Champions.PLEASE SEE REVIEW | B2

Lady Pines second in own soccer tourney

match earlier in the month.

SPRINGTOWN GIRLS SOCCER
The season got underway 

for the Lady Pines (3-1) by 
finishing second in their own 
tournament this past week-
end. They outscored their op-
ponents 18-1, defeating Fort 
Worth Carter Riverside 6-0, 
Fort Worth Western Hills 7-0 
and Pilot Point 5-0 before fall-
ing 1-0 to Bridgeport in the 
championship match.

Springtown goals in the 
tournament were scored by 
Kylie Wiens (6), Sam Orozco 
(5), Skilei Thomas (2) and one 
each from Emma Hauprich, 
Taylor Glover, Icis Lopez and 
Lily Duvall.

Brooklyn Brickle was 
the Lady Pines’ goalkeeper 
throughout the tourney.

Their game against Pilot 
Point Jan. 6 was canceled be-
cause of cold weather. The 
Lady Pines are back at home 
against Graham at 4:15 p.m. 
Jan. 13, weather permitting.

SPRINGTOWN BOYS SOCCER
The Porcupines were set to 

begin the season with a trip 
to Pilot Point Jan. 6. However, 
the game was canceled be-
cause of cold weather.

Likewise, the Springtown 
Tournament this weekend 
has been canceled because 
the forecast calls for the pos-
sibility of ice and snow.

They will host Graham 
Jan. 13 at 7 p.m., Weather 
permitting.

AZLE GIRLS SOCCER
The Lady Hornets (1-2) got 

the season started in the Judy 
Hammond Tournament in 
Irving Jan. 2-4. They dropped 
their first two games by iden-

COURTESY PHOTO

Mendi Carlson, left, won two world titles as a purple belt in the Master Worlds Tournament.
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Optimist
Club of Azle

Meets every 
FRIDAY at 6:45 AM

Moe’s Country Kitchen 
316 W. Main, Azle

Rotary
Club 

of Azle
MEETS AT NOON 

THURSDAY
412 Commerce St.

(across from Azle Post Of�ce)

Addiction wants to destroy
you & everyone around you.

The Finish Line

With Jesus there
is Victory over
addiction.
GET BACK IN
THE RACE!

Meetings held every Friday from
7:30PM-9:30PM at The Church at Azle

1801 S. Stewart • Azle • 817-401-8513
www.our�nishline.com

Floor School or Work
7:30 PM

THURSDAY NIGHT
Kenny Patrick- Worshipful Master

Chris Akers - Secretary
Clint Hall - Treasurer

Azle Lodge
No. 601

817-444-2300
412 Commerce St.

Volunteer Caregiver
Training Classes

Classes open to
public at no charge

Good N.E.W.S.

Our
Volunteers 

Make a
Difference!

Caregiver Volunteer Meeting
1st Monday of

Each Month at 6pm

Living at Home Block Nurse Program

Meets 2nd TUESDAY 6:30 PM

412 Commerce, Azle 
Patti Tobkin - President 

azlelionsclub.com
817-994-0074

Azle Lion’s Club
Volunteers Needed

TexasHealth.org/
Volunteer/Our-Process

RAINBOW INN GIFT SHOP
Inside Hospital 108 Denver Trail 

Azle 817-444-8651
ATTIC RERUNS

NOW OPEN! FRI AND SAT 9-1
714 SE Pkwy Azle 817-270-3690

CLUB or
ORGANIZATION 

meeting?

Only $125 
for 52 weeks

of advertising

Call for details:
817-270-3340

Daily meetings at Noon & 6:30 pm
Sunday at 3 pm

229 S. Stewart St. • Azle
817-332-3533

Faced with a
DRINKING Problem?

Perhaps Alcoholics Anonymous can HELP.

10328 Jacksboro Hwy
Fort Worth TX 76135

817-237-1819
www.emphc.org

Tues 9 - 3 PM • Thurs 12-6 PM
SE HABLA ESPAÑOL

Clubs and
Organizations

Concerned about
someone with an addiction?

Meetings Mon & Fri 6:30 PM
229 S. Stewart St. (left door) Azle

www.al-anon.org
azlesanctuaryafg@gmail.com

Leading People to Jesus Christ 
through the 12 Step Program

alongside the Biblical Principals

120 E. Main St., Azle, TX
Tuesdays 7-8:15 pm

For info contact Greg S.
817-851-8648

COMMUNITY CHURCH

Christian Leaders partnering together 
with one voice to impact our culture for 

Christ. We celebrate unity amidst diversity 
as we pastor our community.

Luncheon meetings
11:45 a.m. - 1 p.m. 2nd Tues of each 

month; location varies.
See www.azlema.com or email

director@azlema.com for additional 
information.

817-200-4611

Love God. Love People. Love Your City.
Dream Center open 9-3 M-F

11698 FM730 S. Azle
FOR QUESTIONS CALL:

833-4WE-SERV
servolutionnetwork.com

JOEY GARCIA | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

The Porcupines moved on to at least the area (second) round of the postseason for a fourth consecutive 
year by sweeping Sanger 2-0 in their best-of-3 series at Castleberry High School May 3-4.

Association. They are one of 
only 350 teams across the 
entire nation to receive this 
honor.

Springtown
The Porcupines enjoyed the 

best season in school history, 
advancing to a regional semi-
finals with a 24-9 record.

After Brayden Fox pitched 
a no-hitter against Krum to 
win 3-0 March 28, pitchers 
Keegan Martinez and Caleb 
Elmore combined to throw 
another in a 9-0 victory at 
Castleberry April 2.

Fox was District 8-4A MVP.
Azle Christian School
The Crusaders finished 

with a 14-8 record and ad-
vanced to the second round 
of the postseason for a sec-
ond consecutive season.

Andy Wisniewski was 
named Texas Association of 
Private and Parochial Schools 
Division 5 District 1 Utility 
Player.

BASKETBALL
Azle girls
The Lady Hornets (17-

18) advanced to the bidis-
trict playoffs after finishing 
fourth in District 5-5A.

Springtown girls
The Lady Pines (19-18) 

reached the bidistrict play-
offs and posted the most vic-
tories in a season since 2010-
11, reaching the playoffs in 
back-to-back seasons for the 
first time since 2015-17.

Springtown boys
The Porcupines (19-13) 

placed third in 8-4A, reach-
ing the playoffs for a second 
straight season, something 
not accomplished since 
2013-15.

Dayne Thompson was 8-4A 
Offensive Player of the Year. 
Thompson was also named 
to the Texas Association of 
Basketball Coaches Class 4A 
All-Region Team.

Azle Christian School 
boys

The Fighting Crusaders (23-
11) posted the most wins in 
team history and captured 
the Texas Association of 
Private and Parochial Schools 
District 2-1A championship, 
the program’s first since the 
2014-15 season.

Azle boys
Cason Cook was named 

5-5A Newcomer of the Year. 
Samson Tukia was named a 
Student Assistant of the Year 
by the Texas Association of 
Basketball Coaches.

CROSS COUNTRY
Azle girls
Led by Audrina Montoya, 

sixth individually, the Lady 
Hornets finished second in 
the District 5-5A Meet.

Azle boys
The Hornets also finished 

second in 5-5A Meet with 
Pablo Neri finishing fifth 
individually.

Springtown girls
Madelyn Walker qualified 

for the Class 4A State Cross 
Country Meet. The Lady 
Pines finished second in the 
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District 7-4A Meet.
Azle Christian School girls
Halle Collins posted a 

second-place finish in the 
Texas Association of Private 
and Parochial Schools Class 
1A State Meet with a time 
of 13:23.04 over the 2-mile 
course.

FOOTBALL
Azle
The Hornets finished 7-4 

and advanced to the playoffs 
for the first time since 2021. 
Hagen Hughes was one of the 
top running backs in North 
Texas, finishing with 1,836 
yards and 24 touchdowns, 
rushing for 3,082 yards in his 
career.

Springtown
Defensive lineman Ridge 

Westendorf was named to 
the Texas Sports Writers 
Association All-State Team 
honorable mention for the 
2023 season. The Porcupines 
finished 9-4 in 2023 and ad-
vanced to the third round of 
the playoffs.

The 2024 version of the 
Porcupines won the pro-
gram’s first outright district 
championship (5-4A Division 
I) since 1998. They finished 
10-2 and reach the second 
round of the playoffs.

Top all-district honors 
went to:

MVP — Safety/receiver 
Chase Thompson

Offensive Newcomer of the 
Year — Quarterback Kaine 
Hill

Co-Defensive Newcomer of 
the Year — Linebacker Rome 
Ewell

Co-Offensive Lineman of 
the Year — Center James 
Snyder

Utility Player of the Year — 
Receiver/safety Riley Jackson

Special Teams Player of the 
Year — Kicker Bryce Smith

Coach of the Year — Brian 
Hulett

Lake Worth
The Bullfrogs’ (2-8, 2-3 

in District 6-4A Division I) 
hopes for a 13th straight 
playoff berth slipped away 
as they finished in a three-
way tie with Ranchview and 
Castleberry for fourth in dis-
trict but lost a tiebreaker.

POWERLIFTING
Azle girls
Raegan Williams placed 

third in the 123-pound di-
vision at the 5A Division 
I State Powerlifting Meet. 
Also, Emma Sustala placed 
eighth in the 181 division. 
Ella Swaim was 11th in the 
105 class. Also qualifying for 
state was Kyndal Robbins.

Springtown girls
As a team, Springtown was 

fifth at the 4A Division I State 
Meet.

Zoey Adams placed third 
in the 105-pound division. 
Hayley Knight was third in 
the 148 division Ashianya 
Elam took third in the 198 
class.

Taking fourth in their divi-
sions were Abigail Stoner, 
132, and Grace Lewis, 165. 
Melissa Chavez was fifth at 
148.

Callee Gaston was eighth at 
114; Izzy Parker, 10th in 114; 
Skyler Tyree, sixth in 123; 

Jessica Montgomery, eighth 
in 123; Destiny Ramirez, 11th 
in 165; Lyndsey Shotwell, 
ninth in 181; Addison 
DeGreek, ninth in 220; and 
Isabella Medina, 10th in 242.

The 14 state qualifiers are 
the most ever for the Lady 
Pines program.

Azle boys
Alan Hard finished 12th in 

the 132-pound division at the 
5A State Meet. Case Moore 
was 16th in the 220 division. 
Also competing were Tyler 
Ulrich and Cash More.

Springtown boys
Parker Bening placed 15th 

in Class 4A in the 132-pound 
division. Also competing was 
Hayden Nichols.

Lake Worth boys
Aric Long pulled 640 in the 

deadlift for the regional re-
cord and first place to qualify 
for the 4A Division I State 
Meet.

Lake Worth girls
Kimberly Dominguez 

qualified for the 4A Division I 
State Meet.

RODEO
Azle won the team cham-

pionship of the North 
Texas High School Rodeo 
Association. Springtown was 
fourth.

Hevenli Scribner of Azle 
won barrel racing. Also from 
Azle, Andrea Allred led the 
field in poles.

Colton Phillips of 
Springtown finished second 
in bull riding. Cade Walker of 
Springtown was runner-up in 
steer wrestling.

Azle’s Laurel Allred fin-
ished second in Girls All-
Around. Scribner was fifth.

Among the boys, Kasen 
Scarlato of Azle placed fifth.

Allred was also third in 
walk-up goat tying in the 
finals. Sean Bunero of Azle 
took third in ribbon roping.

SOCCER
Springtown girls
The Lady Pines posted the 

best season in program his-
tory, finishing 16-5-1 and 
second in 8-4A at 8-1-1. They 
won a bidistrict contest, de-
feating Carter-Riverside 2-0, 
only done once before — in 
2023.

Kylie Wiens was district 
co-offensive MVP and Icis 
Lopez was Midfield Player of 
the Year. Allison Kimball was 
co-goalkeeper MVP and first-
year head coach Ryan Byerly 
received coach of the year.

Azle girls
The Lady Hornets (14-9-1, 

6-4-2 in 5-5A, third) finished 
one of their most successful 
seasons ever. They advanced 
to the playoffs for the first 
time since 2019, defeating 
Fort Worth South Hills 1-0 in 
bidistrict.

Rebecca Marx was district 
Defensive MVP and Emma 
Nelson was Goalkeeper of the 
Year.

Lake Worth boys
The Bullfrogs finished 

fourth in 8-4A and advanced 
to the playoffs for a fourth 
straight season. Roman 
Mtambala was named district 
Newcomer of the Year.

SOFTBALL
Azle
The Lady Hornets (22-13-

1) advanced to the second 
round of the playoffs after 
finishing second in District 
5-5A. Kaylee Parrish was 
district Defensive Player of 
the Year. Torrie Johnson was 
Catcher of the Year and Bella 
Tipton Freshman of the Year.

Springtown
The Lady Pines (14-15-1, 

5-5 in 8-4A) were fourth in 
district and reached the play-
offs for a fourth consecutive 
season. Cheyanne Atchley re-
ceived 8-4A Defensive MVP.

SWIMMING
Azle
Brooke Nowakowski shat-

tered her personal record by 
over four seconds, finishing 
fourth in the 100-yard back-
stroke at the Class 5A Region 
II Swimming and Diving Meet, 
clocking 1:04.63.

Other top 10 finishers 
for the Lady Hornets were 
Peighton Berry, sixth in 200 
freestyle and ninth in 100 
freestyle, and the 10th-place 
200 free relay of Kaylee 
Willey, Karla Rodriguez, 
Berry, Nowakowski).

For the Hornets, Kalen 
McCullough was seventh in 
the 50 free.

Rodriguez also quali-
fied for the Texas Amateur 
Athletic Federation Games 
of Texas, competing for the 
Weatherford Wild.

TENNIS
Azle
Lady Hornets Emily O’Neill 

and Jorja Erwin saw their 
historic season come to an 
end in the round of 16 at 
the Class 5A Region I Tennis 
Tournament. They are the 
first girls from Azle ever 
to qualify for the regional 
tournament.

In team tennis, the 
Hornets/Lady Hornets ad-
vanced to bidistrict after fin-
ishing fourth in District 5-5A.

Hudson Carroll of 
the Hornets was named 
Freshman of the Year in 5-5A.

TRACK AND FIELD
Springtown boys
The 4x100-meter relay of 

Brayden Fox, Braydon Butler, 
Riley Jackson and Kamryn 
Cleveland led the Porcupines 
at the 4A State Track Meet 
with a school-record time of 
1:27.02 to finish fifth. Also, 
the boys 4x100 relay of Fox, 
Jackson, Butler and Caden 
Rogers, also set a school re-
cord with a time of 42.09 sec-
onds, finishing seventh.

Springtown girls
In the triple jump, junior 

Mack Flaugher made her 
third consecutive appearance 
at state, finishing sixth with 
36 feet, 4.75 inches.

She finished fourth at state 
as a sophomore and seventh 
as a freshman.

Flaugher was named a track 
and field all-star by the Texas 
Girls Coaches Association. 
She also competed in the 
USA Track and Field Junior 
Olympics.

Azle boys
The Hornets’ Josh 

Montelongo came close to 
landing a berth at state but 
narrowly missed out in the 
400. His time of 49.70 sec-
onds was third at the Region 
I Meet.

Azle Christian School girls
Hallie Collins captured a 

silver medal and a pair of 
bronze medals at the Texas 
Association of Private and 
Parochial Schools Class 1A 
State Meet.

In the pole vault, Collins 
cleared 8-6 to tie for second. 
She posted a time of 2:34.81 
to place third in the 800 and 
clocked a 5:48.82 for third in 
the 1600. In addition, Collins 
placed fourth in the 400 with 
a time of 1:04.56.

Also from Azle Christian 
School, Vanessa Malewiski 
placed seventh in the triple 
jump. She joined Alexia Rios-
Sioto, Jacelynn Hammond 
and Elle Henderson on the 
eighth-place 4x100 relay.

VOLLEYBALL
Azle
The Lady Hornets (28-15, 

8-4 in 5-5A, tied for second) 

enjoyed their best season 
since 1998 as they advanced 
to the Class 5A Division II 
Region I semifinals.

Jacqui McClain was district 
Offensive Player of the Year 
and Ellie Lund was Utility 
Player of the Year. McClain 
was also named to the Texas 
Girls Coaches Association 
All-State Team.

Springtown
For a fifth straight season 

the Lady Pines (29-15, 11-3 
in 7-4A, tied for second) ad-
vanced in the postseason.

Libby Tedder was named 
league MVP. Tedder was 
also honored with Texas 
Girls Coaches Association 
All-State.

WRESTLING
Azle girls
Mariah Dillard capped a 

46-0 season, winning the 
120-pound division at the 
Class 5A State Tournament. 
Her sister, Alicen Dillard (40-
6), a three-time state finalist, 
finished second in the 138.

Also placing second was 
Noah Kovach (48-8) in the 
100 division.

Also competing for the 
Lady Hornets was Annabelle 
Davis (23-6) in the 165 divi-
sion (2023 state champion in 
the 145 division).

As a team, the Lady 
Hornets finished second.

Azle boys
The Hornets were led by 

the third-place finish of 
Chance Yancey (58-9) in the 
132 division at state. Wyatt 
Hicks (47-13) placed sixth in 
the 126 class, competing in 
his second consecutive state 
tourney.

Also for the Hornets, 
Landin Evans (42-16), Elijah 
Bryan (27-17) and Devin 
Wingfield (37-14) competed 
in the 138, 175 and 285 divi-
sions, respectively.

Springtown boys
Senior Dallin Fabrizius (37-

9) made a second straight ap-
pearance at state, competing 
in the 215 class.
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tical 1-0 scores to Birdville 
and Irving Nimitz before de-
feating Carrollton Newman 
Smith 3-1.

Scoring goals against 
Newman Smith were 
McKenzie Smith, Lily 
Hudman and Arely Licerio, 
who also had an assist. Other 
assists came from Yazmeen 
Tejeda and Velericia Macias.

Kim Licerio was named to 
the all-tournament team.

Azle was scheduled to play 
in the Brewer Tournament 
this weekend, Jan. 9-11, but 
the status of that was up 
in the air at press time due 
to the inclement and cold 
weather forecast. They are set 
to play in the Chisholm Trail 
Tournament Jan. 16-18.

AZLE BOYS SOCCER
The Hornets (0-2-1) 

played in the Castleberry 
Tournament this past week-
end to open the season. They 
tied Western Hills 1-1 in the 
first game but lost 8-0 to 
Midlothian Heritage and 7-0 
to San Antonio Cornerstone.

At press time, Azle was 
playing at Argyle. Their sta-
tus in the Ennis Tournament 
this weekend was in jeopardy 
because of the weather.

They will host Burleson 
Jan. 14 at 7 p.m., weather 
permitting.

LAKE WORTH GIRLS SOCCER
The Lady Frogs (2-1) got the 

season going in the Crowley 
Tournament this past week-
end. They lost to North 
Crowley 4-0 in the opener but 
bounced back with a pair of 
wins in which they outscored 
their opponents 11-0.

Lake Worth was set to 
play in the Castleberry 
Tournament this weekend, 
but that is up in the air be-
cause of weather. They will 
play their first home match 
Jan. 14 against Fort Worth 
Western Hills at 7:30 p.m., de-
pending on the weather.

LAKE WORTH BOYS SOCCER
The Bullfrogs (1-2) began 

the season in the Abilene 
Tournament. They defeated 
Big Spring 5-1, but then lost 
8-0 to Abilene and 6-0 to 
Midland.

At press time, Lake Worth 
was playing at Mineral Wells. 
Their home game against 
Fort Worth Wyatt Jan. 10 is in 
question because of weather, 
and they travel to Fort Worth 
Western Hills Jan. 14 at 7:30 
p.m., again, depending on 
weather.

AZLE BOYS BASKETBALL
The Hornets (9-15, 0-2 in 

District 5-5A) fell 54-50 at 
home to Northwest and 56-42 

at Granbury.
Vs. Northwest: Bryce 

Robinson 16 points, Jayden 
Taylor 16 points, Britt Haas 
10 points

Vs. Granbury: Taylor 12 
points, Cason Cook 8 points, 
Robinson 8 points

The Hornets were hosting 
Brewer at press time, travel 
to Aledo Jan. 10 and host 
Chisholm Trail Jan. 14, all at 
7:30 p.m.

AZLE GIRLS BASKETBALL
The Lady Hornets (6-17, 

1-3 in 5-5A), after a rough 
time in the College Station 
Tournament, returned to 
league play and fell 43-24 at 
Granbury. Evianna Quillin 
led with 8 points and Abbey 
Natusch added 5.

Azle was player Brewer 
at home at press time, visit 
Aledo Jan. 10 and welcome 
Chisholm Trail to town Jan. 
14, all games tipping off at 
6:15 p.m.

SPRINGTOWN BOYS 
BASKETBALL

The Porcupines (6-14, 3-0 in 
7-4A) competed in the Ponder 
Tournament, falling 60-39 
to Paradise, 54-45 to Cedar 
Hill DasCHE and Liberty 50-
39 before defeating Frisco 
Leadership 64-54. They 
returned to district play at 
Castleberry on Jan. 3, 46-31.

Vs. Paradise: Ethan Graham 
13 points, Ayden Lugo 8 
points

Vs. DasCHE: Lugo 12 
points, eight rebounds; Dylan 
Crutchfield 9 points, six 
rebounds

Vs. Liberty: Grayson Brooks 
8 points, Lugo 7 points

Vs. Leadership: Lugo 17 
points, Brooks 15 points, 
Kane Grubbs 8 points

Vs. Castleberry: Lugo 15 
points, Crutchfield 10 points, 
Keagan Gutierrez 7 points

Springtown was hosting 
Decatur at press time. They 
travel to Eagle Mountain Jan. 
10 and host Krum Jan. 14, 
both at 7:30 p.m.

SPRINGTOWN GIRLS 
BASKETBALL

The Lady Pines (8-12, 2-3 in 
7-4A) had a holiday tourna-
ment in Fort Worth canceled. 
They returned to action in 
league play at Castleberry, 
winning 92-7 as five Lady 
Pines scored in double 
figures.

Kylie Russell led 
Springtown with 19 points, 
followed by Esther Ballado 
with 18. Brylynn Bazzell 13 
scored 13, Olivia Williams 
had 12 and Evelyn Herrera 
posted 11. They narrowly 
missed having six in dou-
ble figures as Madison 
Mussulman finished with 9.

The Lady Pines were host-

ing Decatur at press time; 
they visit Eagle Mountain Jan. 
10 and host Krum Jan. 14, all 
at 6:15 p.m.

LAKE WORTH BOYS 
BASKETBALL

The Bullfrogs (10-9, 0-3 in 
7-4A), after a rough outing 
in the Ponder Tournament, 
fell 63-47 at Stephenville be-
fore going back into district 
action with a 65-52 home 
loss against Krum Jan. 3. 
Highlights of the tournament 
included a 35-point game 
from Braylon Fridia and Ivan 
Sanchez scoring 20.

Vs. Stephenville: Fridia 
16 points, eight rebounds; 
Ayden Brooks 10 points, 12 
rebounds; Sanchez 8 points

Vs. Krum: Fridia 21 points; 
DeJay Black 13 points, seven 
rebounds; Brooks 8 points, 
five rebounds; Lopez four as-
sists; Sanchez three steals

Lake Worth was hosting 
Bridgeport at press time and 
visits Castleberry Jan. 10. 
They also visit Decatur Jan. 
14. All games begin at 7:30 
p.m.

LAKE WORTH GIRLS 
BASKETBALL

After a long holiday break, 
the Lady Frogs (14-10, 0-5 
in 7-4A) returned to league 
action by playing host to 
Krum Jan. 3. They fell 49-28 
as Jackie Cleveland scored 
16 points and Aliyah Salas 
added 7.

At press time, Lake Worth 
was hosting Bridgeport, 
followed by a visit to 
Castleberry Jan. 10 and an-
other trip to Decatur Jan. 14, 
all starting at 6:15 p.m.

AZLE CHRISTIAN BOYS 
BASKETBALL

The Fightin’ Crusaders 
(14-4) defeated Stephenville 
Faith 64-26 as Gavin Montez 
scored 22 points, Kanon 
Wyatt scored 13 and Brody 
Fairman added 10. They 
also downed Haslet Heritage 
Christian 71-20 behind 15 
points from Corban Potter, 
13 from Wyatt and 11 from 
Fairman.

The Crusaders were host-
ing Garner at press time. 
They host Mineral Wells 
Community Christian Jan. 
10 at 7:30 p.m. and host 
Granbury Grace Classical 
Christian Jan. 14 at 6 p.m.

AZLE CHRISTIAN GIRLS 
BASKETBALL

The Lady Crusaders (8-6) 
fell 38-26 to Stephenville 
Faith. Elle Henderson scored 
9 points.

ACS was playing at Mineral 
Wells Community Christian 
at press time. They host 
Wichita Falls Christ Academy 
Jan. 17 at 5:30 p.m.

decided to go ahead and com-
pete. I lost in the finals and 
ended up with silver.”

In June of 2024, Carlson 
received her purple belt after 
two years at blue (the mini-
mum time you can hold the 
belt) and just three years af-
ter starting jiu-jitsu.

She then went to the Master 
Worlds Tournament in 
September and won gold (in 
the gi).

On Dec. 12, 2024, she went 
to No Gi Worlds to compete 
as a purple belt again.

“I was very excited to go 
back to that tournament to 
get my gold with a healed 
rib and feeling strong and 
well-trained coming in,” 
Carlson said. “I won my divi-
sion and then went into the 
Open Weight Class division 
feeling confident. I am in the 
Medium Heavyweight class, 
and it is right in the middle. 
I ended up pulling all three 
super-heavy competitors in 
the bracket. I also fought a 
middleweight competitor ... 
one by one, I was able to take 
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down, pass for points and/
or finish a submission to win 
double gold.”

Carlson started jiu-jitsu 
after watching her two sons 
train and compete for two 
years.

“The first year of their 
training, I thought, ‘Hey, I 
think I would like to do that,’” 
Carlson said. “The second 
year, I was really interested 
but I wanted to make sure I 
wouldn’t quit if I started. My 
first class was a ladies-only 
class, an open mat hosted 
by my friend and my son’s 
coach, Kari Summers. It was a 
safe and welcoming environ-
ment to learn this sport in a 
female-only setting.”

Carlson said martial art is 
not like any other sport in 
which she has competed, and 
in some cases appeals to her 
in ways other sports have not.

“Jiu-Jitsu is one of the 
toughest things I’ve ever 
done,” Carlson said. “I have 
always been a competitive 
athlete in various sports like 
track and field and soccer. It 
is challenging both physi-
cally and mentally. I love that 
I have trained myself to re-
main calm in a stressful situ-

ation. People often liken BJJ 
to a physical game of chess 
and I agree — it’s all moves 
and counter moves. I have re-
ally enjoyed learning the con-
cepts of physics in the game. 
I can really nerd out on the 
fact that I can use fulcrums 
and levers to tip someone a 
lot bigger than me over to im-
prove my position.”

Carlson, 46, grew up in 
Azle, graduating from Azle 
High School in 1997.

She and her husband, Jim, 
have been married for 21 
years and have three chil-
dren, Dylan Rae, Lennox and 
Campbell.

She is the president of 
Melville Excavating Inc., a lo-
cal construction business, 
and said she never imagined 
she would compete in a com-
bat sport.

“I am very grateful to my 
husband for supporting me 
and being my biggest fan,” 
Carlson said.

The Azle woman trains six 
days a week and tends to add 
a few extra classes or open 
mats if she has a big tourna-
ment coming up.

She also implements 
strength training at 

Redemption Barbell three 
days a week.

While winning two world 
titles as a purple belt was ex-
citing, Carlson said it is con-
tinuing to learn the sport, the 
camaraderie and challenging 
herself she enjoys most.

“There is always impostor 
syndrome that you have to 
cope with in a ranking sys-

tem,” Carlson said. “Being 
able to do well at the belt you 
are ranked at among your 
peers definitely helps that. I 
really enjoy competing. I re-
alize there’s a time limit on 
how long I will be able to train 
jiu-jitsu at a competitive lev-
el. I am about to be 46 years 
old. I want to compete and 
challenge myself as much as 

possible.
“It’s funny, you go to a 

World Championship and 
win and then you get back 
to the training mats and get 
humbled by your amazing 
teammates — back to the real 
world. I could not do what I 
do without my training part-
ners who challenge me and 
make me better every day.”

COURTESY PHOTO

Winning championships in their weight classes for the boys were Chase Yancey at 144 pounds and 
Devin Wing�eld at 285. Girls champions are Noah Kovach, 100; Mariah Dillard, 115; and Elly Yelle, 135.

COURTESY PHOTO

Carlson said martial art is not like any other sport in which she has competed, and in some cases appeals to 
her in ways other sports have not.
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PreK - 4th

BREAKFAST: Everyday -  Assorted s and Cereal, Juice, White or Chocolate Milk, Graham Crackers, Toast

GRADES 5TH - 8TH      

Mon Cheeseburger, Corn Dog, Mac & Cheese, Whole Wheat Roll, Crinkle Fries Tues  Chicken Alfredo, Maxstixs, Spicy Chicken 
Sandwich, Garlic Bread Stick, Crinkle Fries Weds  Cheeseburger, Chicken Tenders, Popcorn Chicken Bowl, Whole Wheat Roll, 
Crinkle Fries, Paradise Punch Juice,  Thurs  Breaded Chicken Sandwich, Chicken Bacon Ranch Wrap, Spaghetti w/ Meatsauce 

Fri  Cheese Pizza, Mini Corn Dogs, Walkin’ Taco, Corn, Crinkle Fries, Apple, Apple Juice, Peaches

LUNCH: Everyday: Variety of milk. Your choice of 1  & 1  or juice, rolls, crackers • Salad bar offered daily 

BREAKFAST: Everyday -  Assorted s and Cereal, Juice, White or Chocolate Milk, Yogurt w/Granola

Mon Cinnamon Toast Crunch, Reduced Sugar, 2 oz, Dutch Waffle, Apple Juice, Oranges, Hashbrown
Tues  Breakfast Bites (mini pancake with sausage), Yogurt Parfaits, Banana Muffin, Apple, Apple Juice
  Weds French Toast Sticks, Glazed Donut, Apple Juice, Mixed  Thurs  No school  Fri  No school t

BREAKFAST: Everyday -  Assorted s and Cereal, Juice, White or Chocolate Milk, Yogurt w/Granola

LUNCH: • Everyday: 1% un�avored or non fat chocolate milk & juice • Salad Bar

SPONSORED BY

Azle School Menu

HIGH SCHOOL

BREAKFAST:
PreK-4th Grade, 7-12th Grade $1.55
5-6th Grade FREE 2nd Meal $2.00
Visitors/Employees $2.75

LUNCH:
PreK-4th Grade $2.55 5-6th Grade $2.75
7-12th Grade $2.55 2nd Meal $3.20
Visitors & Employees $3.75

Mon Crunchy Tacos, Mac & Cheese, Whole Wheat Roll, Black Beans, Strawberry, SlicesTues  Grilled Cheese Sandwich, Mini 
Corn Dogs, Mixed Fruit  Weds  Chicken Nuggets, Maxstixs, Buttery Mashed Potatoes, Marinara, Paradise Punch Juice Thurs 

Beef & Cheese Nachos, Chicken Alfredo Fri  Cheese Pizza, Cheeseburger, Emoji Fries, Apple

LUNCH: Everyday - Variety of milk. Your choice of 1  & 1  or juice

Mon Dutch Waffle, Apple Tues  Breakfast Taco Egg, Sausage and Cheese, Oranges
 Weds  All-Star Breakfast Combo, Bananas

Thurs  Breakfast on a stick, Yogurt Parfaits, Banana Muffin   Fri  French Toast Sticks, Glazed Donut, Mixed Fruit

817-270-3340

13 MONTH 
SUBSCRIPTION

Don’t Miss Out On The 
ONLY Paper That Prints 
Your Hometown News

On YOUR KIDS!!!

$50

Jan 13-17, 2025

Mon Apple Frudel, Apple Juice, Fruit Cup Tues  French Toast, Mini’s, Fruit Cup Weds  Cinni, Minis, Apple Juice,  Cup
Thurs Elementary Breakfast Bites, Apple  Fri  Cinni, Minis, Apple Juice, Fruit Cup

Mon Cheeseburger, Steak Fingers, Mozzarella Sticks, Pepperoni Pizza, Chicken Burrito, \Orange Chicken & Rice, Cheeseburger, 
Steak Fingers Tues  Buffalo Boneless Wings (SPICY), Mac & Cheese, Pizza Pocket (calzone), Supreme Pizza, Beef Quesadilla 

Triangles, Chicken Ramen, Buffalo Boneless Wings (SPICY), Mac & Cheese  Weds Chicken and Waffles, Mini Corn Dogs, 
Meatlovers Pizza, Pepperoni Pizza Pocket, Arroz con Pollo (Cheesy Chicken & Rice), TSO Chicken w/ Noodles Thurs  Breaded 
Chicken Sandwich, Chicken Bacon Ranch Wrap, Cheese Pizza, Hamburger Pizza, Tostada (Mexican pizza), Chicken Fried Rice 
w/ Chicken Egg Roll Fri  Hot Dog, Maxstixs, Bacon Pizza, Cheese Pizza, Pork Tamales, Sweet Fire Chicken, Hot Dog, Maxstixs

   

This menu is sponsored by ... 

Springtown School Menu
BREAKFAST PRICES

EC-12th Grade.................................................................
$1.75

EC-12th Reduced........................................................
$0.30

Adult................................................................................................
$2.25

LUNCH PRICES
PK-4th Grade.....................................................................

$3.00 
5th-8th Grade....................................................................

$3.25
High School..........................................................................

$3.00
Reduced....................................................................................

$0.40
Adult................................................................................................

$4.25
Students may prepay for their meals.

K - 4th Lunch Lunch: Everyday - Choice of one meat, two vegetables, and one grain/bread with milk., 
Variety of milk is offered every day for breakfast and lunch.

PK - 12th Breakfast BREAKFAST: Everyday - Various Juices & Cereals, Toast, Milk Variety, Fruit, Jelly, Assort-
ment, Buttermilk Biscuit, Variety of milk is offered every day for breakfast and lunch. 

Mon BBQ Rib Sandwich, Chicken Wings, Hot & Spicy Chicken Wings, Roll, Fiesta Sticks, Fresh Baby 
Carrots, Roasted Broccoli Tues Chicken Alfredo with a Twist, Chicken Fried Steak Sandwich, Yogurt 
& Pretzel Box, Side Salad  Weds  Regular or Spicy Tenders, Waffles, Tator Tots, Fresh Veggies, Apple, 
Blueberries  Thurs  Beef or Chicken Tacos, Beef or Chicken Nachos, Refried Beans Fri Baked Potato 

w/Pulled Pork, Pulled Pork Sandwich, Roasted Broccoli, Roll, Banana, Sliced Strawberries

5th - 12th Lunch Lunch: Everyday - Choice of one meat, two vegetables, and one grain/bread with milk., 
Variety of milk is offered every day for breakfast and lunch.

817-270-3340

13 MONTH 
SUBSCRIPTION

Don’t Miss Out On The 
ONLY Paper That Prints 

Your Hometown News, On 
YOUR KIDS!!!

$50

Jan 13-17, 2025
PK through 12th Grade

*Menus are subject to change.

Mon BBQ Rib Sandwich, Chicken Wings, Hot & Spicy Chicken Wings, Roll, Fiesta Sticks, Fresh Baby 
Carrots, Roasted Broccoli Tues Chicken Alfredo with a Twist, Chicken Fried Steak Sandwich, Yogurt 
& Pretzel Box, Side Salad  Weds  Regular or Spicy Tenders, Waffles, Tator Tots, Fresh Veggies, Apple, 
Blueberries  Thurs  Beef or Chicken Tacos, Beef or Chicken Nachos, Refried Beans Fri Baked Potato 

w/Pulled Pork, Pulled Pork Sandwich, Roasted Broccoli, Roll, Banana, Sliced Strawberries

Mon Eggo Froot Loops Waffles, Unsweetened Peach Tues  Biscuit, Pineapple  Weds Eggstravaganza, 
Sliced Pears Thurs  Breakfast Pizza, Fresh Apple Slices Fri Yogurt Parfait, Granola, Strawberries

Azle schools see improvements, continue
work in special student populations
ZACH FREEMAN
azlereporter@tricountyreporter.com

AZLE — Azle ISD is seeing 
some improvements in ac-
countability scores for cer-
tain special student popula-
tions. During a Dec. 16 board 
of trustees meeting, Jordan 
Thiem, director of secondary 
curriculum and federal pro-
grams for the district, pre-
sented the most recent Texas 
Education Agency Results 
Driven Accountability scores 
for Azle students. One 
change, Thiem noted, is that 
the scores will be used to 
judge the district’s compli-
ance with state education 
standards, as well as federal, 
for the first time.

The scores, Thiem ex-
plained, reflect STAAR 
test scores for students in 
three categories: English as 
a second language, spe-
cial education and other 
special populations. From 
these scores, TEA assigns a 
determination level to each 
group in accordance with 
federal standards. This en-
sures test scores for these 
special populations do not 
lag behind in any particular 
school and that they’re being 
graded proportionally to one 
another.

“The real intent behind 
this is to drive transparency 
on numbers for these special 
groups,” Thiem said. “It’s 
also with the idea of improv-

ing results and establishing 
needs inside of these special 
populations.”

In its last scores, Azle ISD 
received the highest distinc-
tion possible in all three cat-
egories, Determination Level 
1. This is an improvement 
from the 2022-2023 school 
year’s scores where other 
special populations, includ-
ing military families, highly 
mobile families, homeless 
students and those in foster 
care, were at Determination 
Level 2. Thiem concluded 
that the district’s recent 
drive to target support to 
students in the foster care 
system and those covered 
under the McKinney-Vento 
Homeless Assistance Act 

ZACH FREEMAN | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

Thiem dressed in his winter best for the Dec. 16 board of trustees 
meeting at the Azle ISD administration building.

have been working. Thiem 
said there is still work to be 
done and Azle schools will 
continue improving in each 
of these categories. Within 
other special populations, 
Thiem said Azle schools will 
continue to focus on recover-
ing learning loss reflected in 
mathematics, reading and 
writing scores across dis-
tricts. For its special educa-
tion populations, Thiem said 
the district will continue to 
look at writing processes at 
the secondary level with an 
emphasis on cross-curricular 
humanities and evaluate in-
clusion supports at the high 
school in all subject matter.

Soccer season underway with coaching changes
RICK MAUCH
Special to the Tri-County Reporter

The 2025 soccer season is 
underway and area programs 
are going to see some chang-
es in the coaching ranks.

In Azle, Josh Epps takes the 
helm of the boys program. 
Meanwhile, at Springtown 
and Lake Worth, familiar fac-
es have expanded roles.

Ryan Bylerly, who has had 
great success leading the 
Springtown Lady Pines, is 
now also the head coach of 
the Porcupines this season. 
Likewise, Robert Alvarez 
will have double duty as he 
takes over the Lake Worth 
Bullfrogs, along with remain-
ing the coach of the Lady 
Frogs.

SPRINGTOWN PORCUPINES
“The boys have worked 

hard, putting in plenty of 
hours to be successful this 
season,” Bylerly said. “We 
have a good mix of senior 
leadership and some young 
talent looking to step up.

“It’s an exciting opportu-
nity to work with this group 
of young men. This team has 
plenty of potential and they 
are all very motivated to do 
well this year.”

The Porcupines are hoping 
to turn things around after 
going 2-17-1 overall and 1-9 
in District 8-4A last season. 
Senior leaders looking to help 
make that happen include:

Goalkeeper Angel Benitez, 
captain, four-year varsity 
starter. “A great leader for 

this growing program,” 
Byerly said.

Center-back Mason 
Coleman, captain, four-year 
varsity starter and a player 
that Bylerly said, “communi-
cates and pushes everyone to 
work harder.”

Midfielder Bryce Smith, an-
other four-year varsity starter 
whom Bylerly called “A con-
sistent player that plays his 
position perfectly and allows 
the rest of the team to play 
more freely.”

Wing/striker Brody Phifer. 
“Brody is meant for the wing 
because of his ability to get 
out of any situation and use 
his pace as a benefit for the 
team,” the coach said.

This season Springtown 
shares District 8-4A with 
Eagle Mountain, Lake Dallas, 
Lake Worth, Castleberry 
Hurst Collegiate Academy.

SPRINGTOWN LADY PINES
Byerly is entering the 2025 

season with great anticipa-
tion for the Lady Pines, as are 
Springtown faithful — and 
with plenty of reason.

“We are really excited for 
this season. The girls have 
been working hard and there 
is a great spirit within the 
group,” the coach said.

The Lady Pines return a 
plethora of talent, including 
nine starters, from the best 
season in program history. 
They were 16-5-1 overall, 8-1-
1 and second in District 8-4A, 
along with advancing to the 
second round of the playoffs 
for only the second time in 

team history (the first being 
in 2023).

“We are full of team lead-
ers, which makes it a neat ex-
perience,” Byerly said.

Returners include:
Senior forward/midfield-

er Kylie Wiens, 8-4A Co-
offensive MVP

Senior forward/mid Icis 
Lopez, Midfielder of the Year

Senior mid/defender 
Alee Stiles, second team 
all-district

Senior forward Taylor 
Glover, honorable mention 
all-district

Junior midfielder Lily 
Duvall, first team all-district

Junior defender Laura 
Garcia-Diaz, first team 
all-district

Sophomore defender/
midfielder Faron Buder, first 
team all-district

Junior midfielder Samantha 
Orozco

Junior defender Makayla 
Ballard, first team all-district

Sophomore goalkeeper 
Brooklynn Brickle, honorable 
mention all-district

New to the squad is move-
in senior defender/mid-
fielder Skilei Thomas, who 
Byerly called, “A very good 
addition.”

“So lots of talent in the 
team. We look forward to the 
new district alignment and 
seeing some different teams,” 
he added.

AZLE LADY HORNETS
The Lady Hornets return 

six starters from one of their 
best seasons ever, finishing 

14-8-2 overall, 6-4-2 and tying 
for second in District 5-5A 
with a second-round playoff 
appearance.

Defense was their forte’, 
shutting out nine opponents 
and holding seven others to a 
single goal.

Returning are:
Junior Emma Nelson, 5-5A 

Goalkeeper of the Year
Senior midfielder Sophie 

McIntyre, first team 
all-district

Sophomore defender 
Rachel Harder, honorable 
mention all-district

Junior forward Lily 
Hudman, second team 
all-district

Junior Yasmeen Tejeda, 
honorable mention 
all-district

Senior Mckenzee Roberts, 
honorable mention 
all-district

“We have two freshmen on 
varsity, and we had one trans-
fer student join us as well. I 
think they will be a great ad-
dition to the team this year,” 
coach Hannah Smith said. 
“After losing 11 seniors last 
year we had quite a few spots 
to fill, and they are definitely 
helping us do so.”

District 5-5A will in-
clude Azle, Aledo, Brewer, 
Chisholm Trail, Keller Fossil 
Ridge, Granbury and Saginaw.

“We are eager to get district 
started,” Smith said. “We had 
a couple changes to our dis-
trict this year. It will be inter-
esting to see how we all do in 
preseason and then see how 

we match up in district play.
“These girls have put in so 

much time and effort into 
our preseason, I am excited 
to get into tournament play 
and see how well we all come 
together. There has been a lot 
of movement of players posi-
tions so we have really been 
honing in on team play and 
doing all we can to prepare 
for a successful season.”

AZLE HORNETS
The Hornets entered the 

season with new head coach 
Josh Epps. He started his 
coaching career at Hillsboro 
High School where he was the 
head boys and girls soccer 
coach. He was also the varsity 
assistant girls soccer coach 
at Trinity High School and 
the head girls soccer coach 
at Splendora High School. He 
also coached club soccer for 
FC Dallas and North Texas 
ODP.

For the past four years, 
Epps has taught honors biol-
ogy and served as the varsity 
assistant girls soccer coach 
and assistant swim coach at 
Azle.

While no individual infor-
mation was available about 
the returning Hornets at 
press time, Epps takes over 
a team that finished 5-15-1 
overall and 1-11 in District 
5-5A. The Hornets’ last win-
ning season was 8-5-1 in 
2015.

LAKE WORTH BULLFROGS
Alvarez takes the lead of 

the Bullfrogs after having 

coached the Lady Frogs for 
several years. His success 
includes several playoff ap-
pearances and having led 
programs at Abilene Cooper 
and Abilene Wylie.

No individual information 
on returning players was 
available at press time.

The Bullfrogs are coming 
off a 4-16-1 season overall. 
However, their 3-7 record in 
8-4A was good enough for 
fourth place and a playoff 
berth.

It is worth noting that the 
Bullfrogs were 4-2-1 in games 
decided by a single goal.

Also, while they’ve not 
had a winning season in that 
span, the Bullfrogs play their 
best when it counts most, 
having reached the postsea-
son in each of those years.

LAKE WORTH LADY FROGS
Alvarez seeks to lead the 

Lady Frogs back into the 
postseason for the first time 
since 2021 after three consec-
utive fifth place finishes in 
district. Lake Worth is coming 
off a 5-13-3 overall season 
in which they were 1-7-2 in 
District 8-4A.

The last time the Lady 
Frogs had a winning season 
was Alvarez’ first season. 
They were 11-10-3 in 2019.

No individual information 
about returning players was 
available at press time.
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APOSTOLIC
CORNERSTONE APOSTOLIC CHURCH
1801 FM 730 N., Azle
817-400-0612

HARVEST TIME APOSTOLIC
1 Block N. FM 2048 in Keeter
817-433-8220

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
FIRST ASSEMBLY OF GOD
1020 S.E. Pkwy, Azle
817-237-4903

FELLOWSHIP OF LAKE WORTH
4024 Dakota Trail, Lake Worth
817-237-9433

NEW BEGINNINGS CHURCH
810 Goshen Rd, Springtown
817-523-4462 

LEGACY CHURCH
Hwy. 199 W. at FM 2257, Azle 
817-221-2983 / 817-221-5760

VICTORY CHRISTIAN CENTER
737 Boyd Rd., Azle
817-444-LOVE

BAPTIST
ASH CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
300 South Stewart, Azle
817-444-3219

AGNES INDEPENDENT BAPTIST
350 Agnes N., Springtown 
817-523-7271

BETHEL MISSIONARY BAPTIST 
408 S. Ash St., Springtown
817-220-4238

AZLE AVENUE BAPTIST
2901 Azle Ave., Fort Worth
817- 626-5556

BY THE WORD BAPTIST
West of FM 730 N. at sign, Briar
817- 444-3484

CALVARY HEIGHTS BAPTIST
1 block off Hwy. 199,
east of David’s Patio,
Springtown, 817-221-2241

CENTRAL BAPTIST
4290 Old Agnes Road
817-594-5918

CHURCH ON THE HILL
836 NW Parkway, Azle
817-444-3752

CHRISTWAY BAPTIST
7673 West Hwy. 199, Agnes
817-220-9133 or 817-220-3581

CLEAR FORK BAPTIST
Corner of FM 730 & Ragle Rd.,
Weatherford, 817-594-1154

EAGLE MOUNTAIN BAPTIST
8780 Eagle Mtn. Circle, Azle
817-237-4135

FIRST BAPTIST
CHURCH OF AZLE
1017 Boyd Road
817-444-4828

FIRST BAPTIST CASTLE HILLS
401 Beverly Rd., Azle
817-797-4706

FIRST BAPTIST LAKE WORTH
700 Charbonneau Tr., west side of Ef�e Morris 
Elementary • 817-237-2624

FIRST BAPTIST LAKESIDE
8801 Jacksboro Hwy., Lakeside
817-237-8113

FIRST BAPTIST COTTONDALE
1 block N. of FM 2123, Cottondale
940-433-5539

FIRST BAPTIST POOLVILLE
1 block W. of FM 920, Poolville
817-594-3916

FIRST BAPTIST SPRINGTOWN
5th & Main Street, Springtown
817-220-5229

FRIENDSHIP BAPTIST
801 Friendship Rd., 9½ miles S.
of Springtown off Hwy. 51 S.
817-594-5940 or 817-599-4917

FUNDAMENTAL BAPTIST
5th & Main in Springtown
817-523-5477

GRACE BAPTIST
3 miles N. of Springtown on
Hwy. 51 across from Radio Tower

GRACE POINTE CHURCH
4110 E. Hwy. 199, Springtown
817-221-5683

HERITAGE BAPTIST CHURCH
3577 FM 51 N., Weatherford
817-564-3946

IGLESIA BAUTISTA
Nueva Jerusalen
6640 Midway Rd., Springtown
817-694-0444 

INDIAN OAKS PRIMITIVE
BAPTIST CHURCH
3229 Shawnee Trail, Lake Worth
817-237-8441

LAKE WORTH BAPTIST
4445 Hodgkins, Lake Worth
817-237-4163

METROPOLITAN BAPTIST
6051 Azle Ave., Fort Worth
817-237-2201

NEW HOPE BAPTIST
782 New Hope Rd., Reno area
817-221-2184

NORTHWEST BAPTIST
5500 Boat Club Rd., Lake Worth
817-237-6063 or 817-270-8476

SANDY BEACH ROAD
BAPTIST CHURCH
Don Webster, Pastor
1006 Sandy Beach Rd.,
Azle, TX 76020 • 817-565-8904
sandybeachroad.org
Sunday Service 11 am

SILVER CREEK BAPTIST
730 S. & Veal Station Rd., Azle
817-444-2325

NEW BEGINNINGS
BAPTIST CHURCH
3605 Jacksboro Hwy., Azle
817-707-2741

PRIMERA IGLESIA BAUTISTA
300 S. Stewart, Azle
817-500-3641

SPRINGTOWN
BAPTIST TEMPLE
201 J. E. Woody Rd., Springtown
817-523-0376

UNION BAPTIST CHURCH
3451 Sarra Lane, Springtown
682-333-1645

WALNUT CREEK BAPTIST
220 W. Reno Rd. in Reno
817-221-2110

BIBLE
COMMUNITY BIBLE
FELLOWSHIP
1405 Reynolds Rd., Reno
817-521-4510

NORTHWEST BIBLE CHURCH
5025 Jacksboro Hwy., Fort Worth
817-624-2111

SOLID ROCK BIBLE CHURCH
591 S. Reno Rd., Springtown
817-304-7443

CATHOLIC
HOLY TRINITY CATHOLIC
800 High Crest Dr., Azle
817-444-3063

CHRISTIAN
THE CHURCH AT AZLE
1801 S. Stewart, Azle
817-444-9973

AZLE CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
35 West Forty Estates., Azle
817-688-3339

GREATER VISION FELLOWSHIP
1801 S. Stewart St., Azle
817-825-0485

THE ABBEY CHURCH
10400 Jacksboro Hwy., Azle
817-238-1404

CROSSING FELLOWSHIP
120 E. Main St., Azle
817-406-4577

CHURCH OF CHRIST
AZLE CHURCH of CHRIST
336 NW Parkway
817-444-3268

BRIAR CHURCH of CHRIST
109 W.N. Woody Rd.
(½ block west of FM 730 N. in Briar)
817-444-7102

MIDWAY CHURCH of CHRIST
6400 Midway Rd. 817-221-2107 

NEWSOME MOUND ROAD
CHURCH of CHRIST
1460 Newsome Mound Rd.
817-677-3290

NORTHWEST
CHURCH of CHRIST
6059 Azle Ave., Fort Worth
817-237-1205

POOLVILLE CHURCH of CHRIST
West of FM 920 in Poolville
817-594-4182

SOUTHSIDE
CHURCH of CHRIST
130 W. Bradshaw Lane, Springtown
817-221-2799

SPRINGTOWN
CHURCH of CHRIST
Just west of Hwy. 51 North
817-523-4419

TRI-COUNTY
CHURCH of CHRIST
525 Hwy. 199 W., Springtown
817-980-8156

CHURCH OF GOD
ABUNDANT LIFE
CHURCH of GOD
4800 East Hwy. 199, Suite 7
Springtown, 817-677-3208

LAKESIDE CHURCH OF GOD
THE WORD@LAKESIDE
9396 Confederate Park Rd.
(FM 1886) 817-237-5500

DISCIPLES OF CHRIST
AZLE CHRISTIAN
117 Church St., Azle
817-444-3527

CENTRAL CHRISTIAN
1602 S. Main St., Weatherford
817-594-3043

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
4th & Main, Paradise

EPISCOPAL
ST. ANNE’S
ANGLICAN EPISCOPAL
6055 Azle Ave., Fort Worth
817-237-1888

PROVIDENCE REFORMED EPISCOPAL
405 Bowie Dr., Weatherford 
817-596-7476

ST. ELISABETH EPISCOPAL 
5910 Black Oak Lane, River Oaks
817-739-0504

GOSPEL
CENTRAL FULL GOSPEL 
FELLOWSHIP
3009 Delaware Tr., Lake Worth
817-237-7919

GOSPEL GATHERING
FELLOWSHIP
7315 Silver Creek Rd.,
Azle, TX 76020
832-289-8720

JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES
KINGDOM HALL OF 
JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES
212 Pearson Lane, Azle
817-221-2242

LUTHERAN
THE EDGE CHURCH - AZLE
1313 SE Parkway, Azle
817-237-4822

HOPE LUTHERAN (ELCA)
4795 Hwy. 199, Reno
817-221-HOPE

METHODIST

BOYD UNITED METHODIST
FM 730 North in Boyd
940-433-5334

FIRST METHODIST
CHURCH OF AZLE
200 Church St., Azle
817-444-3323

LIGHTHOUSE FELLOWSHIP
7200 Robertson Rd., Fort Worth
817-237-2758

SILVER CREEK 
METHODIST CHURCH
2200 Church Rd., Azle
817-444-1382

FIRST UNITED METHODIST
Hwy. 51 N & 3rd Street, Springtown
817-523-7874

POOLVILLE GLOBAL METHODIST
1 block W. of FM 920
(behind Poolville Post Of�ce)
817-599-3601

THE CHURCH OF
JESUS CHRIST OF
LATTER-DAY SAINTS
THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS
1010 Timberoaks, Azle
817-237-5075

PENTECOSTAL
GRACE CHAPEL UNITED PENTECOSTAL 
CHURCH
3508 Shawnee Trail, Lake Worth
817- 237-4844

PRESBYTERIAN
GRACE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
606 Mockingbird Lane, Weatherford
817-594-2744

ORTHODOX PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH OF FORT WORTH
Meeting at Northwest YMCA 
5315 Boat Club Road, Fort Worth
817-989-9800

ORTHODOX

ARCHANGEL GABRIEL
ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN CHURCH
1157 S. E.  Parkway (Jacksboro Highway), Azle
817-752-8255

OTHER
ALIENTO DE DIOS
2233 E. Hwy 199, Springtown
817-521-4694 

THE CHURCH IN PEASTER
www.thechurchinpeaster.org
817-596-8805

CORNERSTONE
COMMUNITY CHURCH
2233 Hwy 199 East, Springtown
817-221-LIFE (5433)

FAMILY CHURCH
9 miles S. of Springtown on Hwy. 51
817-599-7655

GRACE FELLOWSHIP CHURCH
2964 W. Hwy 114, Paradise
940-969-2427

HILLTOP FAMILY CHURCH
1227 Old Cottondale Road,
Springtown, 817-220-7177

THE FELLOWSHIP
AT PLEASANT GROVE
1064 CR4679, Boyd
940-999-8210

THE HOUSE OF PRAYER
1356 Reno Rd., Springtown
817-221-2551

POWERHOUSE
OF PRAISE CHURCH
1649 S.E. Parkway, Azle
817-319-7364

BRANDED CROSS
COWBOY CHURCH
3282 FM 2048, Boyd 76023
817-755-7021

SECRET PLACE MINISTRIES
112 Optimist Rd., Springtown
682-229-1433

GOSPEL GATHERING FELLOWSHIP
7315 Silver Creek Rd at Flatrock Rd, Azle • 832-
289-8720

LIGHTHOUSE CHURCH
6409 FM 730 S., Azle
817-444-4311

LIGHTHOUSE HARBOR CHURCH
1960 Long Circle, Pelican Bay
817-444-3547

THE LIVING WORD COUNTRY
CHURCH OF TEXAS
320 W.N. Woody, Azle, TX 76020
817-913-2717

NEW LIGHTED WAY
624 Harbor Dr. Circle, Azle
817-444-1577

NORTHWEST TEMPLE OF PRAISE
6781 Jacksboro Hwy., Lake Worth

PRECIOUS FAITH TEMPLE CHURCH
8601 Hwy. 199 @ Vance Godbey’s

THE HOUSE OF PRAYER
1356 Reno Rd., Springtown
817-221-2551

THE RANCH CHRISTIAN 
COWBOY CHURCH
7955 Reed Rd., Azle 682-327-7082

REAL FAMILY FELLOWSHIP
202 Pearson Lane, Azle
817-677-5963

GRACE & FAITH CENTER
11701 Jacksboro Hwy., Azle 817-210-6295

WESTERN HARVEST FELLOWSHIP CENTER
6577 Old Springtown Rd., Weatherford
817-523-2855 or 817-995-9087

SHEPHERD’S HEART CHURCH
14435 FM 730 N • Azle
817-444-7777

WESTERN STAR COWBOY CHURCH
790 CR 3696, Paradise TX 76073
817-688-6887

This devotional and directory is made possible by these businesses who encourage all of us to attend worship services.

DEVOTIONAL PAGE

ADVERTISE 
YOUR BUSINESS 

WITH US
817-270-3340

and maximize
your visibility!

Contact us about
advertising solutions.

“S�ving Azle &
the community since 1986“

113 SPEER ST • 817-444-4920
Thank you for your support!

CLEANERS

J & E Air Conditioning
& Heating Inc.

Licensed & Insured in the State of Texas: TX Lic.# TACLA01475E

FOR IMMEDIATE SERVICE, CALL:

817-220-4506

1825 W Hwy. 199,
Springtown, TX 76082

Graham Plumbing Co.

817-220-2469
GrahamPlumbingCo.com

VOTED BEST OF PARKER COUNTY 8 TIMES!

COMMERCIAL
RESIDENTIAL

Springtown • Azle
Boyd • Weatherford

M#15899
PROPANE

TANKS

817-237-3325

STUDIO - 1 bath , 350 sq. ft.
ONE BEDROOM - 1 bath, 450 sq. ft
TWO BEDROOM - 1 bath, 642 sq. ft.

113 Denver Trail, Azle 
817-444-3249 • Fax 817-444-3275

www.eaglecrestvilla.com

Rodney Gatlin, D.C.

400 BOYD COURT • 817-444-HELP

AZLE CHIROPRACTIC CLINIC

Celebrating over
35 years in business

www.azlechiropractic.com

HILLTOP FAMILY CHURCH

“Caring about what Jesus
cares about... You!”

1227 Old Cottondale • 817-220-7177
140 W. Main St., Azle
817-444-4613

RURAL GAS SUPPLY
PROPANE & TANKS  Celebrating 77 Years

817-270-3340
tricountyreporter.com

FOR 
ONE 
YEAR

$70
OUT-OF-COUNTY

FOR 
ONE 
YEAR

$50
IN-COUNTY

Subscribe today!

817-270-3340 
CALL KIMBERLY TO ADVERTISE

www.tricountyreporter.com



Reach more than 8,000 households with 
advertising in THE TRI-COUNTY REPORTER!

Nobody does it bett� !

CLASSIFIED 
AD DEADLINE: 

12:00 PM FRIDAY
Advertising Works! Call or email us today
to place your own ad in the classi� eds.

classi� ed@tricountyreporter.com

817-270-3340

CLASSIFIEDS
RATES

001 Asphalt & Cement
002 Auctions
003 Business/Commercial
004 Business Opportunity
005 Cleaning Services
006 Construction/Contractors
007 Demolition
008 Electrician
009 Excavating
010 Fencing
011 Firewood
012 For Sale
013 Garage & Estate Sale
014 Help Wanted
015 Home Improvement
016 Landscape & Mowing Services

017 Livestock & Pets
018 Lost & Found
019 Masonry & Stonework
020 Moving & Hauling
021 Painting
022 Plumbing
023 Pressure Washing
024 Real Estate for Rent
025 Real Estate for Sale
026 Repair Services
027 Roofing
028 Sand, Gravel & Soil
029 Small Business
030 Storage
031 Welding
032 Miscellaneous

AD CLASSIFICATIONS
$10.75 A Week

16 Words or Less

Most ads require payment in advance, but we 
do accept VISA, MASTERCARD, DISCOVER or 

AMERICAN EXPRESS by phone.

• Over 16 words, add 40 cents per word.
•  Extras such as Bold, Center & Border are 

available for a small fee
•  Classified boxed display ads also available 

for $10.00 per column inch
•  All ads must be paid in advance unless 

you have previously established credit

THURSDAY ,  January 9, 2025

001 Asphalt & Cement Work
Allen Chesney Concrete
All Types of Concrete Work
Residential - Commercial
Foundations, driveways, 
sand, gravel, demolition, 
haul-off, retaining walls
817-271-4541

003 Business/Commercial
40x50 building For Rent, 
3 miles west of Springtown. 
817-713-7495.

007 Demolition

008 Electrician
BULLDAWG ELECTRIC CO. 
All types of electrical services and MH 
hook-ups. 
Free Estimates. 817-675-4921
www.bulldawgelectric.com. 
TECL#25253.

009 Excavating

010 Fencing
BOBBY’S FENCE. All types, Free 
Estimates, Over 26 years experience. 
817-444-3213.

010 Fencing
KILEY CHESNEY
CONSTRUCTION

All Types Fences - Tractor Work
817-846-6645

011 Firewood
LEON’S TREE SERVICE. Split Oak and 
Pecan wood. Pickup or delivery. 817-
371-8597.

012 For Sale
1960 Ford 800 Series Tractor, New 
Battery, New tune up kit, and new 
front tires. Comes with Brush Hogg 
and Box Blade. Call or Text 817—
688-2301 $2850.00

014 Help Wanted
Springtown ISD is accepting 
applications for Bus Drivers and 
Monitors. Training available. Contact 
the Transportation Dept. 817-220-
1418.

MECHANICS and AUTO BODY 
TECHNICIANS wanted! SILVER 
DOLLAR CUSTOMS, a classic 
auto restoration shop, is hiring to 
accommodate our growing clientele. 
Candidates must have experience, 
and preferably their own tools. We 
specialize in classics, but work on 
all types of vehicles. Along with 
full restorations, we also offer 
modifications, rebuilds, upgrades, 
maintenance, and repairs. We 
are open Monday - Friday, with 
occasional Saturdays required. 
Mechanic Shop hours are 8:00a.m. 
- 5:00 p.m.; Body Shop hours are 
6:00a.m. - 2:30p.m. To apply, call 
Valarie at 817-752-2165, or stop by 
408 Commerce St., Azle, TX 76020. 

MAINSTREAM group homes are 
hiring for FT/PT direct care staff.  
Weekday 3:30pm-8:30am shifts 
as well as 24-hour weekend shifts.  
Work 2 days a week, get paid to 
sleep, and have a full-time job!  Paid 
training, benefits, bonuses, and OT 
opportunities.  Start $9.00/hr with 
quick advancement possible. Call 
817-270-2747, Monday-Friday, 9am-
3pm.

Dredge/Equipment Operator needed 
in Alvord/Aurora area. For more 
information, please call 214-802-
5157

016 Landscape & Mowing
COWBOY LAWN CARE. Handyman 
services, residential, farm, 
landscaping, tree trimming. Free 
Estimates. Firewood for sale, $350 a 
cord. 817-271-0450.

019 Masonry & Stonework

020 Moving & Hauling
U.S. Army Retired-but not tired! 
Careful moving-Cheap.
Call Big Jim @ 817-237-5151.

024 Real Estate For Rent
2/2 Mobile home for rent. $950/
month, $950 Security deposit. 3/2 
Mobile home for rent. $1400/month, 
$1400 Security deposit. 817-220-
4095

1815 Pelican Oval
2-1-1 $1,395 MO. $1,000 DEP.

1848 Coral Rd.
3-1-1 $1,495 MO. $1,000 DEP.
Gene Thompson & Associates
817-246-4646 gtatx.com

Pelican Bay: 1800 E. Pelican Oval 2-1 
$865 MO. $600 DEP. Owner/Broker 
817-988-9954 genejr.com

Nice Duplex in adult RV park, large 
porch and fenced yard. $1000/month 
all bills paid. 817-444-3760

Rent Special, 2-2 4-PLEX. $1,100/
mo $750/security deposit, WBFP, 
walk-in closets, box windows, large 
kitchen w/pantry, 1,100 sf. 817-360-
3039.

Nice 1BR RV in adult RV park. Great 
for older person on limited income. 
Starts at $650/mo. All Bills Paid. 
Heritage RV Park 817-444-3760.

LAKEVIEW
2/1 Apt.; central H/A; CARPORT, Bills 

paid, No Pets.
Anchorage Place (by appt)

$1,100.@MO. 817-237-7972

024 Real Estate For Rent

BYRUM CONSTRUCTION
Asphalt and Concrete Paving

Driveways • Parking Lots
Asphalt Repairs & Sealcoating

Asphalt Millings • Gravel

Bruce Byrum, Azle, TX 817-690-2429

McNeely’s
DEMOLITION & 

CLEAN UP SERVICE
We Create Vacancy

Free Estimates

817-996-7887
253 Eagles Way, Springtown

• Tear Down
• Removal
• Haul Off
• Mobile 

Homes
• Garages

• Barns
• Houses
• Bobcat 

Service
• Dirt/Gravel 

Spreading

REED EXCAVATING
• SITE PREPARATION • GRAVEL ROADS
• LOT CLEARING • PARKING LOTS
• LEVELING • DEMOLITION
• FINAL GRADE • STOCK TANKS
• LAND EROSION

Dump Truck Hauling   817-919-3696

Wise 
Ready Mix

1349 NW Parkway • Azle

Now Hiring 
Class B-CDL 
Mixer Drivers
• Production & Safety
     Bonuses Paid Monthly
• Employer Matching
     Retirement Plan 
     Available

Apply in person at

Karl Klement Properties, Inc.

Klement Distribution, Inc.
(Hershey Ice Cream Distributor)Apply now to join our team!

H/R Office
605 N. Bus. 81/287

Suite 102
Decatur, TX 76234

Send Your Resume To:

WE ARE HIRING

Jodi Parrish Gina Pierce
career@hr-klement.com

(940) 627-6362

ASSISTANT HR MANAGERDIRECTOR, CHRO

All full-time positions offer growth opportunities &

full-time benefits package including

Medical, Dental, Vision, Life & Disability Plans.

Paid Holidays, Vacation & Training.

Plus 401(K) & more!

APPLY IN PERSON

hr.info@klementford.com

Resource Center

Apply now to join our team!

H/R Office
605 N. Bus. 81/287

Suite 102
Decatur, TX 76234

Send Your Resume To:

WE ARE HIRING

JoJoJ dodo idid PaPaP rara risisi h GiGiG nini a PiPiP eiei rere cecec
career@hr-klement.com

(940) 627-6362

ASSISTANT HR MANAGERDIRERER CTCTC ORR,R CHROROR

All full-time positions offer growth opportunities &

full-time benefits package including

Medical, Dental, Vision, Life & Disability Plans.

Paid Holidays, Vacation & Training.

Plus 401(K) & more!

APPLY IN PERSON

hr.infofof @klementfofof rd.com

Resource Center

No Positions Available at This Time

No Positions Available at This Time

No Positions Available at This Time

Experienced Fleet/Commercial Sales Associate
If you are a self-starter and motivated individual, 
we want to speak to you. Experience Preferred.

Please send resume via Indeed or Apply in Person at:
605 N Business 287, suite 102, Decatur, TX 76234

Devin’s Handyman Service
• Carpentry
• Cement
• Rock
• Granite
• Tile
• Painting
• Siding

Call Devin at 817-629-9608

WINTER 
SPECIAL
20% OFF 

with 
this ad!

• Insulation
• Kitchen/
     Bath
• Roof & 
    Gutters
• Powerwashing
• Decks

Chad’s Tree Service
Trimming • Removals • Stump Grinding

Systemic Feeding • Brush Chipping • Cable Bracing

817-221-2201 • 817-246-5943
817-800-6059 CELL

Insured for your protection
FREE

ESTIMATES

Leon’s Tree Service

817-371-8597 

• Firewood
• Residential
• Commercial 
• Insured
• Free Estimates

• Full Landscaping
• Tree Trimming
• Tree Removal
• Skid Steer Service
• All Types Haul Offs

And Full Landscaping

817-371-8597 

• Concrete Services
• Patios
• Driveways
• Licensed, insured,

and bonded

• Sidewalks
• Retaining Walls
• Stone Walls
• Free Estimates

Leon’s ConCrete serviCes
(OeJanW FXsWRP FRnFUeWe and KaUdsFaSinJ

All Types Stone & Brick Work
New Construction • Remodels

Free 
Estimates

817-308-6512
email alvarogsilva@verizon.net

commercial • residential

AZLE, TX

Landscape Designs, Outdoor Kitchens 
Patios, Retaining Walls, Mailboxes

,L.L.C.

concrete

AZLE OAKS
APARTMENT
700 JARVIS • AZLE

817-444-1712
1 & 2 Bedroom 

Unfurnished
Accepting Applications

Rent based on income
TDD: 

800-735-2989
This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

Kiley Chesney Construction
Dirt & Concrete Work

Kiley Chesney, Owner
Springtown, TX • Mobile 817-846-6645

Driveways • House Slabs • Garages • Add-ons 
Small Land Clean-ups • Gravel Driveways

014 Help Wanted

015 Home Improvement

321 W. Main St, Azle 
817-270-3340

tricountyreporter.com

Looking 
for a job?
Find it in the classifieds!

Place An
Ad In The

Classifieds

Today!

817-270-3340

16
WORDS

10
DOLLARS

817-270-3340
tricountyreporter.com

16
WORDS FOR

10$

817-270-3340
tricountyreporter.com

16
WORDS FOR

10$

Advertising Works!

Place An
Ad In The

Classifi eds

Today!

817-270-3340

16
WORDS
$1075
DOLLARS



THURSDAY, January 9, 2025 tricountyreporter.com Tri-County Reporter B7

CLASSIFIEDS817-270-3340
Classifed Deadline 12 pm Friday

027 Roo�ng

028 Sand, Gravel, & Soil

030 Storage
INNERSPACE STORAGE. Hwy 199, 
Springtown. Now renting all unit 
sizes, 24-hour access. 682-842-1414.

031 Welding

Gateway Apartments
313 Gateway · Azle · 817-444-0882

TDD 800-760-1997

This institution is an equal 
opportunity provider 

and employer

Energy Efficient · Central Heat/Air 
Off Street Parking · Water Paid 

Fully Equipped Laundry
ONE & TWO BEDROOMS

Rent Based On Income
For Qualified Applicants
62 years of age or older, handicap/disabled, regardless of age

FOR SALE
$229,999
• 104 Cabot Court 

Springtown TX
• 1.5 AC 3 Bdrm/2 Bath
• 1344 sq. �.
• New Flooring, Paint,

2023 Roof  

ROOFING & METAL 
BUILDINGS

817-304-4224
Tired of always 

replacing your roof?

We’ll be here 
after the storm.

Call us for a 
metal roof quote.

817-523-4137

Commercial & 
Residential

• Roofing
• Metal Roofing
• Carports
• Metal Buildings
• All General 
     Contracting

He r e  B e f o r e  T h e  S t o rm ,  H e r e  L o n g  A f t e r .

417 N. MaiN St • SpriNgtowN

Ha
ll’

s Sand, Dirt & Gravel

QUALITY
FAMILY BUSINESS

6inFe ����

CALL CLIFF HALL

(817) 228-6293
We go the extra mile to ensure

you get more for your $. 
On House Pads, Driveways, 

Lot Clearing & Tractor Work, Etc.

Ash Creek
Storage

Convenient Location
Corner of .ain St� & Locust • A[le

817-444-3292

Cozart

Our Business is Metal Buildings
- And We’re Good!

DESIGN    FABRICATION    ERECTION

METAL 
BUILDING SYSTEMS

Fabrication and erection of quality 
metal buildings at reasonable prices, 

any size - any design

O�ce 817-237-2282
Fax 817-237-0904

Mark Cozart
817-233-6668

Jeremy Cozart
817-237-2028

Metal Building
Specialist

• Weld Ups/ Bolt Ups
• Pipe Fencing
• Concrete
• Horse Barns
• All Types Fencing
• Metal Roofs

NO JOB TOO SMALL
Compare Pricing

R & E Construction

owner Rodney Vick 
817-220-3044 

fax 817-523-7639   
cell 817-253-1614       

• Metal Buildings
• Steel Components
• Welding Supplies
• Concrete Supplies

• Fabrication Supplies
• Pipe Fencing
• Deer Blinds
• Deer Feeders

8894 W Hwy 199 • Springtown
817-220-0008 
www.SolidSS.com

Open to 
the Public

SOLID STEEL SOLUTIONS

Metal Building Erectors
• Pre-enginered  Weld-up 

• Barns/Shops
• Arenas/Hangars

• Fencing
291 Morrow Rd • Springtown

WELD-DONE CONSTRUCTION LTD.

817-220-2150
www.weld-done.net

024 Real Estate For Rent

025 Real Estate For Sale

030 Storage

Want all the latest 
news on events
and businesses?

With a 
subscription to 
the Tri-County 
Reporter, you 
get access 
to paper 
AND digital 
versions of Azle, 
Springtown, and 
Lake Worth’s 
OFFICIAL
news paper! 

The Tri-County Reporter covers 
events and sports of Azle, 
Springtown and Lake Worth!
With a subscription, you’ll
NEVER miss out!
You’ll also get info on local 
businesses, garage sales, AND 
specialty publications! Subscribe 
to the Tri-County Reporter TODAY!

With a 
subscription to 
the Tri-County 
Reporter, you 
get access 
to paper 
AND digital 
versions of Azle, 
Springtown, and 
Lake Worth’s 
OFFICIAL
news paper! 

817-270-3340
www.tricountyreporter.com

CALL 817-270-3340

Sometimes 
you just gotta 

call a guy.

Leave some repairs up
to the professionals!

Spend yo�  
Th� sday 

evening
catching

up on the 
news

817-270-3340
www.tricountyreporter.com

Place An
Ad In The

Classifieds

Today!

817-270-3340

16
WORDS

10
DOLLARS

Need a handyman 
that can do it all?

Local professionals in your
area are ready to help.

Check out the Tri-County 
Reporter Classifieds!

Find your 
furever Friend!
Save a Shelter Animal

321 W. Main 
Street, Azle 

817-270-3340
tricountyreporter.com

don’t
break
the

piggy!
Find the 

money you 

need in our 

Classified 

section today!

16
WORDS

FOR
$10

321 W. Main 
Street, Azle 

817-270-3340
tricountyreporter.com

don’t
break
the

piggy!
Find the 

money you 

need in our 

Classified 

section today!

16
WORDS

FOR
$10

Spend yo�  
Th� sday 

evening
catching

up on the 
news

817-270-3340
www.tricountyreporter.com

Place An
Ad In The

Classifi eds

Today!

817-270-3340

16
WORDS
$1075
DOLLARS
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CLASSIFIEDS 817-270-3340
Classifed Deadline 12 pm Friday

TRASH/WASTE SERVICE

ATEX TRASH SERVICE

817-344-8464 • atextrash.com

OVER 14 YEARS IN BUSINESS

PER
MONTH
WEEKLY 
PICKUP

$40$40Proudly Serving The Community We Live In

AIR CONDITIONING AND HEATING

Texas Air Conditioning Contractor License: TACLA014745E

J & E Air Conditioning
and Heating Inc.

SPRINGTOWN
817-220-4506
www.jandeac.com

Sales · Service
Residential · Commercial

SERVING THE SPRINGTOWN, AZLE, WEATHERFORD & FORT WORTH AREA SINCE 1970

EXTERMINATORS

Tom Samples 
Pest Control

817-915-2470
Family owned and operated. Over 70 years of service. 

YOUR COMPLETE PEST CONTROL SERVICE

ADVERTISE in the
Service Directory!

Call the Tri-County Reporter for details

Yo� Ad H�e!

817-270-3340

AIR CONDITIONING AND HEATING

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

IS YOUR SYSTEM WINTER READY?
FALL & WINTER
HEATING TUNEUP

$65
817-696-6421

ELECTRICIAN
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PUBLISHER’S NOTICE
All real estate advertising 

in this newspaper is subject 
to the Fair Housing Act 
which makes it illegal to ad-
vertise “any preference, lim-
itation or discrimination 
based on race, color, reli-
gion, sex, handicap, familial 
status or national origin, or 
an intention, to make any 
such preference, limitation 
or discrimination.” Famil-
ial status includes children 
under the age of 18 living 
with parents or legal custo-
dians, pregnant women and 
people securing custody of 
children under 18.

�is newspaper will not 
knowingly accept any ad-
vertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the 
law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings 
advertised in this news-
paper are available on an 
equal opportunity basis. To 
complain of discrimination 
call HUD tollfree at 1-800-
669-9777. �e toll-free 
telephone number for the 
hearing impaired is 1-800-
927-9275.

TexSCAN Week of
Jan. 5-11, 2025

BAS EBAL L  TOU RS
Bob’s Baseball Tours — Sports Lover’s Tour: See an 
NHL & NBA game, visit Pro Football Hall of Fame 
and tour Lambeau Field & see 4 MLB games from 
April 8-16., $2,800/person based on double hotel 
occupancy. Ultimate Baseball Tour: See 7 MLB in 11 
days incl. Yankee Stadium, Fenway Park & Wrigley 
Field, also Pro Football and Baseball Halls of Fame and 
a day at the Little League World Series, Aug. 11-21, 
2025. Call or text for FREE brochure 507-217-1326, 
www.bobsbaseballtours.com.

CH ARI TY
Donate your car, truck, boat, RV and more to support 
our veterans! Schedule a FAST, FREE vehicle pickup 
and receive a top tax deduction! Call Veteran Car 
Donations at 1-855-808-4152 today!

CEL L U L AR PH ONE S ERV I CE
Consumer Cellular - the same reliable, nationwide 
coverage as the largest carriers. No long-term contract, 
no hidden fees and activation is free. All plans feature 
unlimited talk and text, starting at just $20/month. For 
more information, call 1-855-493-3803.

ENERGY
Backup power — peace of mind. Get a standard 
warranty of 7 years, $849 value. Call 888-925-0261, 
Briggs & Stratton Energy Solutions.

Prepare for power outages today with a Generac 
Home Standby Generator. Act now to receive a FREE 
5-Year warranty with qualifying purchase. Call 1-855-
704-8579 today to schedule a free quote. It’s not just a 
generator. It’s a power move.

L EGAL  AS S I S TANCE
Wesley Financial Group, LLC — Timeshare 
Cancellation Experts. Over $50,000,000 in timeshare 
debt and fees cancelled in 2019. Get free informational 
package and learn how to get rid of your timeshare! 
Free consultations. Over 450 positive reviews. Call 
855-501-6864.

H OM E I M PROV EM ENT
Jim’s Metal Roof Coatings — Roof coating: leak 
repair, bin tops, roofing (metal/galvanized); painting: 
metal building (steel or aluminum), house (exterior). 
325-436-4039. 

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a new, custom bath 
or shower in as little as one day. For a limited time, 
waiving ALL installation costs! (Additional terms 
apply. Subject to change and vary by dealer. (Offer 
ends 3/30/25.) Call 1-855-965-0841.

M ED I CAL
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Coverage for 400 plus procedures. 
Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount plan. 
Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-0467 
www.dental50plus.com/txpress #6258

OI L  &  GAS  RI GH TS
We buy oil, gas & mineral rights. Both non-producing 
and producing including Non-Participating Royalty 
Interest (NPRI). Provide us your desired price for an 
offer evaluation. Call today: 806-620-1422. Lobo 
Minerals, LLC, PO Box 1800, Lubbock, TX 79408-
1800, LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com.

WATER D AM AGE
WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP & RESTORATION:  
A small amount of water can lead to major damage 
in your home. Our trusted professionals do complete 
repairs to protect your family and your home’s value! 
Call 24/7: 1-877-727-3027. Have zip code of service 
location ready when you call!

WANTED
Need Extra Cash — I Buy RVs & Mobile Homes 
–Travel Trailers, 5th Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper 
Pulls. In Any Area, Any Condition – Old/New, Dirty 
or Clean! I PAY CA$H. No Title – No Problem, we 
can apply for one. We go anywhere in Texas. ANR 
Enterprises, 956-466-7001!

T ex as  P res s  S tatewide Clas s if ied Network  
2 0 0  P artic ip ating  T ex as  News p ap ers  •  R eg ional Ads

S tart At $ 2 5 0  •  E m ail ads @ tex as p res s . c om
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.
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ACROSS

DOWN

  1  TX Buddy Holly
      tune: “____ On”
  5  Jack of sitcom “The
      Texas Wheelers”
  6  large birds raised on
      some Texas ranches
  7  Edwards Aquifer is
      the ___ source of
      drinking water for
      San Antonio
  8  TX Pride was 1971
      CMA ________  
      of the Year
16  Dallas Morning News
      banned these from
      front page in 1907
17  TXism: “he’s ___  __
      _____” (not alert)
21  TX Barbara Mandrell
      sang “If Loving You
      __ Wrong”
22  Olney hosts “One-
      Armed Dove ____”
23  TX rancher Chuck 
      Norris was _____-
      weight karate champ
24  TXism: “couldn’t 
      fight his way out of
      _  _____ bag”
29  TXism: “____ up 
      on” (study)
30  TX Lefty Frizzell hit:
      “Always ____ With
      Your Kisses”
31  Grapeland High
      class
32  big oil producer:
      East _____  _____
34  TX Buddy Holly hit:
      “Not ____ Away”
35  Nolan’s full initials
36  the Capitol was
      ________ in 1995

  1  former _____  ___
      _____ Base in
      Lubbock
  2  they’re in a “Joy”
      candy bar
  3  where Texas banks
      keep the dinero
  4  TXism: “never let
      ‘__  ___ you sweat”
  9  cattle _____-up
10  noted Texas chore-
      ographer, Tommy
11  Cowboys play in
      ___ Stadium

37  this Meredith was in
      1941 western “The Son
      of Davy Crockett”
38  TX Kite green stroke
39  film “JFK” had this
      type of cast (2 wds.)
41  once a Bellview AM 
42  and the rest (abbr.)
43  crime or shopping _____
44  TXism: “he’s only got
      one ___  __ the water”
45  ___  Harvey Oswald

46  pronounced
      punishment
48  TX Patrick
      Mahomes, e.g.
49  actress Sorvino
50  camp bed
51  wonder
52  hallucinogenic
      drug (abbr.)

12  TX Vikki Carr hit: 
      “__ Must Be Him”
13  West Texas plains 
      tribes were these
14  cream of the crop
15  discourteous
18  this school beat A&M
      in 1993 and 1994
      Cotton Bowls (abbr.)
19  Texas outlaw Ringo
      sometimes rode with
      the ______ gang
20  TXism: “cold as a
      banker’s _____”
22  TX Bonnie & Clyde
      pulled ‘em  (2 wds.)
24  Austin band: Asleep
      __ The Wheel

25  Corpus Christi is 
      65 ___cent water
26  tree choppers
27  delicate hue
28  after football,
      Staubach worked
      in real ______ 
29  Texas garden crop
30  TXism: “____ up”
      (bed ridden)

33  Willie 1992 album: 
      “The ___ Tapes”
34  penalty point tries
      by the Mavs or
      Rockets (2 wds.)
35  expressed clearly
37  TXism: “spittin’
      image of”
38  French pronouncia-
      tion of Paris
40  TX Hagman show:
      “I _____ of Jeannie”
41  Andrews FM
44  Texas is number
      ___ in Fortune 500
      companies
47  overjoyed
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TRASH/WASTE SERVICE

ATEX TRASH SERVICE

817-344-8464 • atextrash.com

OVER 14 YEARS IN BUSINESS

PER
MONTH
WEEKLY 
PICKUP

$40$40Proudly Serving The Community We Live In

AIR CONDITIONING AND HEATING

Texas Air Conditioning Contractor License: TACLA014745E

J & E Air Conditioning
and Heating Inc.

SPRINGTOWN
817-220-4506
www.jandeac.com

Sales · Service
Residential · Commercial

SERVING THE SPRINGTOWN, AZLE, WEATHERFORD & FORT WORTH AREA SINCE 1970

EXTERMINATORS

Tom Samples 
Pest Control

817-915-2470
Family owned and operated. Over 70 years of service. 

YOUR COMPLETE PEST CONTROL SERVICE

ADVERTISE in the
Service Directory!

Call the Tri-County Reporter for details

Yo� Ad H�e!

817-270-3340

AIR CONDITIONING AND HEATING

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

IS YOUR SYSTEM WINTER READY?
FALL & WINTER
HEATING TUNEUP

$65
817-696-6421

ELECTRICIAN

Get cozy with your local newspaper!

with a 12 mo. subscription to the Tri-County Reporter!

1 Month FREE

321 W. Main Street, Azle • 817-270-3340
tricountyreporter.com

Find one in the Classifieds!

Need
a New
Yard
Guy?

817-270-3340 
tricountyreporter.com

SUBSCRIBE TODAY!

817-270-3340
tricountyreporter.com




