
We provide title insurance 
for real estate transactions.

2597 W. Hwy 199, Springtown • 817-668-6363
Open Mon.-Fri. 8:30 AM - 5 PM Sat. 9 AM - 2 PM

www.springtown�oors.com • SpringtownFloors@yahoo.com

Wood • Tile • Vinyl Plank • Carpet • Shower
12 Months No Interest Financing Available W.A.C.

SALES & INSTALLATION
Honesty & Quality Are Our Best Reference!

Family Owned & Operated

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!HAPPY HOLIDAYS!

FOR 
ONE 
YEAR

$40
ONLINE ONLY

FOR 
ONE 
YEAR

$50
IN-COUNTY

FOR 
ONE 
YEAR

$70
OUT-OF-COUNTY

321 W. Main St., Azle
817-270-3340

tricountyreporter.com

Bigger 
and better
Old-Fashioned Christmas grows 
while keeping small-town spirit

For the last 30 years, 
Springtownians have gath-
ered at the town Square, 
under its crown jewel, the 
Tabernacle, every second 
Saturday in December to 
celebrate the Christmas sea-
son as a community. This 
year, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m 
Saturday, Dec. 14., this time-
less event is bigger and better 
than ever before.

For 25 years, this event 
was known as Christmas on 
the Square, and it continues 
to be hosted by the City of 
Springtown to blend Yuletide 
and community spirit as a 
gift to the community. In 
2019, the city’s newly formed 
events committee, follow-
ing direction from the City 
Council, worked to vastly 
expand and improve the 
event. While many mainstay 
traditions — such as free 
photos with Santa Claus and 
Mrs. Claus, performances 
from local entertainers, and 
vendors selling all kinds of 
wares — remained, the city’s 
goal was to elevate the event 
to a higher level and provide 
even more holiday fun for its 
residents.

That year, the event was 
renamed Old-Fashioned 
Christmas, to highlight the 
community’s traditional 
small-town values and estab-
lish a warm and charming 
atmosphere in which families 
and friends could celebrate 

the Christmas season in a va-
riety of ways.

The second Saturday in 
December each year is the 
annual festival which now 
includes even more ven-
dors, children’s activities, 
Christmas-themed contests 
and much more. 

Organizers are very excited 
to bring back the ice-skat-
ing feature for the second 
year. Based on last years’ 
experience, Old-Fashioned 
Christmas does not require 
appointments this year. The 
children’s area will include 
ice skating, a 16-foot dou-
ble slide, an alpine inflat-
able slide, a gingerbread 
bounce house specifically 
for younger children (tod-
dlers), a petting zoo, color-
ing contest, cookie giveaway, 
arts and crafts, face-painting 
and alpaca petting. The event 
anticipates having nearly 
100 vendors for last-minute 
Christmas shopping oppor-
tunities. Plus, a new feature 
will be available from the 
night of the parade daily until 
the new year — the gazebo at 
Optimist Park will be decorat-
ed and free to use as a back-
drop for family Christmas 
photos.

For more informa-
tion about the 2024 Old-
Fashioned Christmas, 
visit cityofspringtown.com/
city-services/city-events/
ofc2024/.

Thursday, December 12, 2024

Old-Fashioned Christmas
Saturday, December 14, 2024 10-3 pm

FREE PICTURES WITH SANTA AND MRS. CLAUS
will be in front of the Christmas Tree

FREE ICE-SKATING RINK AND CJRISTMAS INFLATABLES
No reservation required!

CITY OF SPRINGTOWN LIBRARY
Coloring booth and arts and crafts booths, located at Newby Park

MADELYN EDWARDS | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

Santa Claus takes a picture with 9-month-old Emberlee Davis and multiple other children during Old-Fashioned Christmas Dec. 9, 2023 in 
the Springtown Square. 
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316 W. Main St. Azle
817-444-1400

Order Your
HOLIDAY PIES!

OnlinewithTCB.com
Bridgeport Springtown

Quinn Shaw 817-781-0732
OFFICE: 817-755-7017

522 Pojo Rd. • Spt.

Metal Fabrication and Supplies
Meeting Your Metal Needs!

Merry Christmas 
from the Shaw Family!

IRON & WELDING SUPPLIES

CLEANERS
and LAUNDRY

For All
Holiday
Apparel 
Needs

• Dry Cleaning
• Laundry
• Alterations
• Draperies
• Comforters
• Bridal Gowns
• Leather & Boot Repair
• Wash & Fold

PROUD TO BE
A PART OF THE 
SPRINGTOWN
CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE

489 Hwy 199 West,
Brookshire Shopping Center

SPRINGTOWN

817-220-2499
Mon - Fri 5 AM - 7 PM • Sat 8 AM - 2 PM

502 E. Hwy. 199,
Springtown

817-523-0009

M�ry 
Christmas

Dr. Dustin Fields • 729 Boyd Road • Azle
817-444-3289

HOURS: M-F 8:00-5:30, Closed for Lunch 12:00-1:30 • Sat 8:00-12:00

Classic holiday films the whole family can enjoy
METRO CREATIVE 
CONNECTIONS

Celebrants owe the joy of 
the holiday season to various 
components. Decor and gift-
giving go a long way toward 
making December a joyous 
time of year. Holiday films 
also do their part to make the 

season so special.
Many people have their 

own favorite holiday films, 
and the following are some 
that can engage viewers who 
are young or simply young at 
heart.

A CHRISTMAS STORY
Released in 1983, this 

warmly nostalgic, humorous 
film is a perennial favorite 
among families. It follows the 
story of Ralphie, who has his 
heart set on a very specific 
Christmas present: a Red 
Rider BB gun. Amidst wintry 
exploits and family drama, 
the true spirit of Christmas 

manages to shine through 
in this beloved film. Some 
of the subject matter can be 
off-color, and there are some 
bullying scenes. So this is a 
movie best watched with chil-
dren who are mature enough 
to make it through without 
being scared.

LITTLE WOMEN
Based on the Louisa May 

Alcott novel of the same 
name, the 1994 telling of 
this classic follows the 
March sisters, who confront 
financial difficulties, ro-
mance and family tragedies 
in mid-nineteenth century 
Massachusetts. While it’s 
not a traditional Christmas 
movie, the importance of 
spending time with family 
around Christmastime is a 
core theme in this coming-of-
age tale.

KLAUS
Perhaps not as well-known 

as other animated holiday 
flicks, “Klaus,” released in 

2019, has a personality all its 
own. Postman Jesper, who is 
not making the grade at the 
postal academy, is sent to 
work in a frozen town in the 
North, where he discovers a 
reclusive toy maker named 
Klaus. The unlikely duo ulti-
mately team up to make and 
deliver toys and bring smiles 
to children’s faces.

MEET ME IN ST. LOUIS
Starring the irreplaceable 

Judy Garland, this movie mu-
sical focuses on four sisters 
who are awaiting the 1904 
World’s Fair in their home-
town, but learn that their 
father has accepted a new job 
and the family must move 
to New York beforehand. A 
Christmas miracle occurs and 
all is right in the end. Garland 
sings a memorable version of 
“Have Yourself a Merry Little 
Christmas” in the film, solidi-
fying this as a holiday classic.

“The Santa Clause”
This Disney film came out 

in 1994 and remains a family 

favorite. When divorced dad 
Scott (Tim Allen) accidentally 
kills a man in a Santa suit, he 
magically becomes the next 
Santa. He must learn to cope 
with the ways the transfor-
mation to the man in red 
interrupts his normal life, 
eventually giving over to the 
magic of Christmas.

EMMET OTTER’S JUG-BAND 
CHRISTMAS

Though this 1977 Jim 
Henson production is a 
television special and not 
a full-length feature film, 
Generation X likely remem-
bers the heartfelt tale of a 
poor otter family who sac-
rifice prized possessions to 
have what’s needed to enter a 
talent contest. The goal is to 
win the prize money to buy 
special Christmas presents. 
Audiences get to enjoy narra-
tion by Kermit the Frog.

Films are a popular com-
ponent that help to make the 
holiday season so special.

Fun ways to make 
Christmas Eve even
more special for kids
METRO CREATIVE 
CONNECTIONS

Parents know that nothing 
quite matches the excite-
ment young children feel on 
Christmas Eve. On the day 
before Christmas, youngsters 
anxiously anticipate the ar-
rival of Santa Claus that eve-
ning, and are perhaps even 
more excited by the pros-
pects of the following morn-
ing, when they’ll race into 
the living room and discover 
all that the jolly old elf left 
behind.

Christmas Eve seems to 
have some built-in magical 
components, but there are a 
handful of ways parents can 
make the day even more spe-

cial for children.
· Track the big guy’s move-

ments online. The North 
American Aerospace Defense 
Command (NORAD) and its 
predecessor, the Continental 
Air Defense Command 
(CONAD), has tracked Santa’s 
Christmas Eve flight for more 
than 60 years. Beginning 
on Christmas Eve, families 
can track Santa’s move-
ments across the globe at 
Noradsanta.org. Kids can 
visit the site to see where 
Santa is at any given moment 
on Christmas Eve, growing 
more excited as the big fella 
gets closer and closer to their 
own region.

· Create a Christmas Eve 
craft. Gather children and 

their cousins and/or friends 
to create a special Christmas 
Eve craft or decoration that 
can be displayed next year. 
This is a great way to chan-
nel youngsters’ nervous 
Christmas Eve energy into 
something productive, and it 
can make for a great tradition 
families can continue even 
after kids are grown.

· Watch a favorite 
Christmas movie. Hollywood 
has never shied away from 
holiday fare, so there’s no 
shortage of festive films 
to enjoy with youngsters 
on Christmas Eve. Enjoy a 
classic like the 1947 film 
“Miracle on 34th Street” 
starring Natalie Wood as the 
adorable “Susan Walker” 

and Edmund Gwenn as “Kris 
Kringle,” or go with some-
thing more recent, such 
as “The Grinch,” the 2018 
adaptation of the Dr. Seuss 
book How the Grinch Stole 
Christmas.

· Take a nighttime stroll 
or drive to see the lights. 

Lighting displays are another 
component that makes the 
holiday season so special. 
After Christmas Eve dinner, 
take a stroll through your 
neighborhood to see the 
lighting displays or climb 
into the car to take in a differ-
ent neighborhood’s offerings 

if you’re already familiar with 
those in your own neck of the 
woods.

Christmas Eve is a magical 
day for youngsters and their 
parents. Some simple ideas 
can make the day even more 
meaningful for children and 
their families. 

Christmas Eve seems to have some built-in magical components, but there are a handful of ways parents 
can make the day even more special for children.

817-270-3340
www.tricountyreporter.com
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GUNS AND AMMO
ON

THE SQUARE
GUNS AND AMMOGUNS AND AMMO
OOOOOO

GUNS AND AMMOGUNS AND AMMOGUNS AND AMMO

EEE

Buy • Sell • Trade • New • Used • FFL Transfers
101 N. Main St. Springtown 817-538-7557

www.SquareGuns.com

OONNNNNNNN
TTTTTTTTHHEEEEE SSSSSSQQQQUU

OOO

119 Industrial Ave. Azle, Next to Dollar General

817-444-2222

DIGITAL & GLOSS FULL COLOR BUSINESS CARDS
GLOSS FULL COLOR POST CARDS

YARD SIGNS • FULL COLOR BANNERS • COPY PAPER

Digital 
Business Cards 

$2995
250

ONLY

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

0 1 2 3 4 5 6

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

0 1 2 3 4 5 6

Star Cleaners
Savings You Can Measure

817-523-4644

Dry Cleaning • Starch/No Starch
Hand Wash • Wash & Fold • Alteration

M-F in by 9 AM • Pickup at 5:30 PM • Hours M-F 7-7 Sat 9-2

RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL
ALL TYPES OF ROOFING

Experts in Metal, Composition & Repairs

• Free Estimates
• Insurance Claims Assistance
• Emergency Storm Repairs

• 24-Hour Assistance
• 3-Year Labor Guarantee
• Local References

WE’LL BE HERE AFTER THE STORM.

ROOFING &
METAL 

BUILDINGS
TODD HUSE 817-304-4224

321 W. Main Street, Azle 
817-270-3340

tricountyreporter.com

SUBSCRIBE 
TODAY!

Jennifer Adams Scentsy
Cassidy Thomas Cassidy’s Creations
Kendra Hutchison Springtown ISD
Harley Carter WR Freshie Co. 
Nadine Foretich ToyALot
Tammy Brugger Your Natural Healer
Aubra Parker Parker’s Baked Goods
Kenneth R Jensen Kens’ Custom Creations
Cassandra Buttram Pure Texas
Kris Petit Rockin P Crafts
Jeanette Oliveros Grace Creations LLC
Misty York My Creations
Angela Monk Bojangles Services Group LLC
Donna Chavez Sassy D’s
Tammy Berry 2 Krazy Heifers Boutique
Dena Martinez Hilltop Family Church
Christina Herron Pampered Chef
Kelly Belyeu The Happy Trucker Hat Bar
Kevin Allen Mystical Blades
Desiree Raper Pink Glitter Goods
LauraBeth Plumlee New Hope Baptist Church
Megan Kelley Just for Fun Bundts
Dee Herrin PoJo Co� ee
Brandon Closner JBW Vending
Nancy Swanson Five Happy Swans
Tammy Jones Bloomer Scents
Gerardo Baiza  Legions of Souls MC
Beverly Kelley Market 76082

Michayla Hartman Spunky Sister Designz
Donna Yard Hays Comet
Rudy Montgomery JR Infatuated Service Solutions
Michael Ramirez Grace Fellowship Church
Amanda Sowell The Flour District
Xaviera Berger Lekkerbek Texas, LLC
Mandy Brehm Skull Crown
Paula Heck The LivingWord County Church
Carol Wise Wise Alpaca Farm
Donna Smith Designs by Gege
Emma Face to Face Painting
Ashley Scott Wild Southern Glitz
Nicole McMillian Blondie’s Co� ee
Mamie Oaks Memaws Closet
Ryan Tinkman Big Daddy’s Bullion
Shayla Poling Hodge Podge Vinyl Creations
Richard Agee Open Range Kettle Corn
Amanda Knudson Upcycled Garden Art
Shannon McCauley Diversi� ed Designs TX
Keryn Smith Smith Sweeties 
Zachary Sessom Cricket Wireless
Francis Gates Panchitas Cocina
Jessica Brock Mandala Elemental Wonder
Jennifer Ferguson SPT Boutique & Barrels
Peggy Carter P.S. Homade & More
Courtney Jaimes Jete Dance Center
Terre McGill First United Methodist Springtown

NAME BUSINESS NAME NAME BUSINESS NAME

Christmas 
VendorsOld Fashioned 
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Real or 
artifi cial?
The Christmas tree debate continues

METRO CREATIVE 
CONNECTION

People are passionate 
about the things they love. 
Through the years there have 
been many debates over a 
wide range of topics, from 
which cola brand to back to 
which book/movie character 
was more deserving of a lead 
character’s heart.

The holiday season fea-
tures a classic example of 
taking sides. The debate sur-
rounding artificial Christmas 
trees and their natural alter-
natives will pick back up this 
holiday season. As with any 
debate, there are two sides 
to every story. Those on the 
fence as to whether to go real 

or fake this year can consider 
these pros and cons of each.

REAL TREE
Pros: One of the biggest 

advantages of a real tree 
is its pleasing aroma. The 
fresh pine smell of a natural 
tree can trigger memories 
of Christmases gone by and 
make a home feel cozy and 
holiday-ready. It takes many 
years for a Christmas tree to 
grow large enough to be har-
vested, and as it grows it pro-
vides a habitat for animals 
and benefits the planet by ab-
sorbing carbon and providing 
oxygen, according to Megan 
Quinn, coordinator of conser-
vation biology at the Nature 
Conservancy of Canada. 

When trees are cut down, two 
or three may be planted in 
their place. Buying a real tree 
from a business nearby also 
supports the local economy.

Cons: Real trees can be 
messy and require upkeep 
like daily watering. Cutting 
down a tree oneself and 
bringing it home can help 
guarantee freshness, but 
there is really no way to know 
when trees at Christmas tree 
lots were cut down. This 
means that needles can begin 
falling the moment the tree 
is placed in the living room. 
Another thing to note is that 
live trees can’t be placed just 
anywhere. They shouldn’t 
be next to fireplaces or heat 

sources, where they can dry 
out prematurely and pose 
a fire risk. A real tree also 
might have unwelcome bugs 
or animals hiding within its 
branches. According to Penn 
State Extension, anything 
from spotted lanternflies 
to spiders to aphids to bark 
beetles or lice may be on a 
real tree.

ARTIFICIAL TREE
Pros: Artificial trees can be 

convenient because they are 
easy to assemble, disassem-
ble and store. Plus, you don’t 
have to venture out each year 
to get one. Unlike real trees, 
artificial trees do not require 
watering or vacuuming to 
manage fallen needles. Since 

artificial trees can be reused 
for numerous seasons, they 
may be more cost-effective 
than real trees. Artificial trees 
can last anywhere from six 
to 10 years, but that life span 
depends on the quality of the 
tree and how well it is main-
tained. Artificial trees also 
guarantee a uniform, pleas-
ing look year after year.

Cons: Artificial trees are 
made from polyvinyl chlo-
ride and other plastics, and 
environmentalists attest that 
those ingredients make them 
bad for the environment. 
According to an assessment 
study of artificial versus nat-
ural trees published in 2009 
by Ellipsos, a Montreal-based 

sustainable development 
consulting firm, an artifi-
cial tree emits 8.1 kilograms 
of carbon dioxide per year, 
compared to 3.1 kilograms 
of carbon dioxide emitted by 
a real tree in a given year. In 
addition, the chemicals used 
in manufacture may have 
adverse effects on human 
health and often are non-re-
cyclable. Artificial trees also 
take up room in homes year-
round since they need to be 
stored. Plus, they don’t emit a 
pleasing aroma.

The debate over a real or ar-
tificial Christmas tree is sure 
to rage on year after year, so 
it’s up to holiday celebrants 
to make their pick.

MADELYN EDWARDS | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

Klassy Kloggers director Shirley Anderson leads the Klassy Kloggers, including Jewelletta Stovall and 
Susie Cordell, in dances in the Springtown Tabernacle during Old-Fashioned Christmas last weekend. 

Old Fashioned Christmas
PERFORMANCE SCHEDULE
10:30 am All City Choir

11:00 am SHS Showstoppers

11:15 am SMS Showstoppers

11:30 am Mini Showstoppers

11:45 am Pee Wee Dancers

12:15 pm 6th Grade

12:30 pm SHS Choirs

1:00 pm Klassy Kloggers
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A silent night, a star above, a gi� of hope 
and love. A blessed Christmas to you!

500 N. Main St., 
Springtown, TX 76082

817-220-5229
for every room in your home! Quality, large

selection, and great prices... are still found at

CARPETLarry’s
Showroom & Warehouse

www.LarrysCarpet.com
8305 Jacksboro Hwy.
817-237-7871

“Since 1979”

WAREHOUSE 
FULL OF 

ROLLS AND 
REMNANTS

CERAMIC
TILE AND 
WOOD

FLOORING

Product in stock for immediate installation

•  Partnering with specialist to
offer removal and replacement
of teeth in one day.

•  Offering ClearCorrect orthodontic 
clear aligners - no wires or brackets.

• Now taking scans with iTero 
scanner for crowns, ClearCorrect, 
nightguards, etc. instead of 
traditional impressions.

• Offering preventative, pediatric, 
restorative, & cosmetic dentistry

• Restoration of single
and multiple implants.

129 East 1st St., North Side of Square, Springtown

817-523-4648

Caroline 
Miller, D.D.S.

J & E Air Conditioning
& Heating Inc.

Licensed & Insured in the State of Texas:
TX Lic.# TACLA01475E

FOR IMMEDIATE SERVICE, CALL:

817-220-4506
1825 W Highway 199 Springtown, TX 76082

Happy 
Holidays!

Check us out on:

How some popular holiday traditions got their start
METRO CREATIVE 
CONNECTION

Will you be baking ginger-
bread or hanging stockings 
by the fireplace this holiday 
season? Perhaps you’ll be 
lighting the menorah or play-
ing a game of dreidl? The hol-
idays are steeped in tradition, 
some of which are older than 
celebrants may realize.

Individuals gather during 
the holidays and participate 
in various traditions that have 
withstood the test of time. 
Most people engage in these 
traditions or recognize sym-
bols automatically, but it can 
be interesting to learn how 
these traditions came to be.

CHRISTMAS CAROLING
The British traditions of 

wassailing and mumming 
and the Slavic tradition of 
koliada were some of the 
precursors to more mod-
ern caroling. People would 
go door-to-door and recite 
poetry or sing with the hope 
of bringing about good for-
tune or influencing a fu-
ture harvest, according to 
Rutgers University. Carolers 
spread hope and good tidings 
through song during a time 
of year when sunlight was 
limited.

CHRISTMAS TREES
Pagans once displayed 

evergreen branches as a re-
minder that spring would 
come again, while Romans 
placed them around temples 
to honor Saturn, the god of 
agriculture. Eventually the ev-
ergreen was used in conjunc-
tion with Christian Christmas 
celebrations. In the sixteenth 
century, German Christians 
put trees inside their homes 
as symbols of everlasting life.

SANTA CLAUS
Children who celebrate 

Christmas eagerly await 
the arrival of a jolly sort 
who goes by the name of 
Santa Claus. His origin story 
stretches back to the third 
century, when Saint Nicholas 
became the patron saint of 
children. Saint Nicholas was a 
monk in what is modern-day 
Turkey. It is said that he trav-
eled helping the poor and the 
sick. History.com says he is 
believed to have saved three 
impoverished sisters from 
slavery by providing them 
with a dowry so they could be 
married, and he also provid-
ed gifts to children.

MENORAH
The menorah is a multi-

branched candelabra used in 
Jewish religious rituals. The 
menorah is first mentioned 
in the book of Exodus when 
the design of the lamp was 
revealed to Moses by God on 
Mount Sinai. Many meno-
rahs are seven-branched, but 
during Chanukah, an eight-
branched menorah is used. 
The Chanukah menorah is 
modeled after the Tabernacle 
menorah that corresponds to 
the eight-day festival. It was 
used to celebrate the rededi-
cation of the Second Temple. 
The available oil supply was 
supposed to light the meno-
rah for just one day, but the 
candles actually burned for 
eight.

MISTLETOE
Kissing under the mistletoe 

is a holiday season tradition 
that can lead to some red fac-
es when couples are caught 
beneath the plant. Norse 
mythology paved the way for 
kissing under the mistletoe. 
Legend has it the gods used 
mistletoe to resurrect Odin’s 
son, Baldur, from the dead. 
Baldur’s mother, Frigg, the 
goddess of love, made the 
plant a symbol of love and 
vowed to kiss anyone who 
passed under it. Mistletoe 

blooms under cold condi-
tions, which is how it became 
associated with the holiday 
season.

YULE LOG
Yule logs were once part of 

winter solstice celebrations 
to bring good luck and for-
tune, but America is where a 

yule log really caught on as a 
holiday tradition. In 1966, the 
WPIX television station in New 
York City aired a continuous 
loop of a fireplace burning 
for three hours with holiday 
songs playing. It became an 
annual tradition, says History.
com. Some people even serve 
a cake that looks like a yule 

log. The Bûche de Noël is a tra-
ditional Christmas cake that is 
especially popular in France.

Holiday traditions continue 
in full force. Traditions are 
an endearing component of 
celebrations and help to unite 
people from all backgrounds 
during this special time of 
year. 

The Bûche de Noël is a traditional Christmas cake that is especially popular in France.

FOR 
ONE 
YEAR

$40
ONLINE ONLY

817-270-3340
TriCountyReporter.com




