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2597 W. Hwy 199, Springtown
817-668-6363

Open Mon.-Fri. 8:30 AM - 5 PM Sat. 9 AM - 2 PM

www.springtown�oors.com
SpringtownFloors@yahoo.com

Wood • Tile • Vinyl Plank • Carpet • Shower
12 Months No Interest Financing Available W.A.C.

SALES & INSTALLATION
Honesty & Quality Are Our Best Reference!

Family Owned & Operated
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PRESENTED BY THE 
CITY OF SPRINGTOWN

DECEMBER 14, 2024 10 -3
SPRINGTOWN SQUARE

FREE TO ATTEND (CITY-SPONSORED 
ACTIVITES ARE ALSO FREE)
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DOZENS OF VENDORS
COLORING CONTEST
ICE-SKATING
CHILDREN'S AREA
RIDES & ATTRACTIONS

Go ‘mutts’ for these pet gifts
METRO CREATIVE 
CONNECTION

Pet parents try to ensure 
their companion animals 
never want for anything. 
People will go to great 
lengths to pamper their pets 
with the best care, food and 
accessories. According to 
the American Pet Products 
Association, consumers in 
the United States spent $147 
billion on pets in 2023. And 
it’s not just the essentials 
that have people opening up 
their wallets for pets. A 2022 
YouGov survey found that 
57 percent of owners buy 
holiday gifts for their pets 
and 40 percent host birthday 
celebrations.

With the holiday season on 
the horizon, there’s a good 

chance that beloved pets 
are on gift lists this year, 
particularly for Gen Z pet 
owners. A study of 1,000 U.S. 
adults conducted by Talker 
Research for Newsweek 
found that Gen Z spends an 
average of $148.50 on their 
pets each month, the high-
est of all surveyed. For those 
shopping for gifts their pets 
will enjoy, these options 
could have tails wagging.

TREAT DISPENSER
It isn’t possible to be home 

with their pets all of the time. 
A dispenser that can be pro-
grammed to offer treats at 
certain intervals or connected 
to an app that enables a per-
son to release one at the push 
of a button can be a nice gift 
to surprise stay-at-home pets.

PUZZLE TOY
Pets need to keep their 

brains working; otherwise, 
they may get bored and into 
trouble. A puzzle toy that 
has treats or kibble hidden 
behind panels helps pets re-
main mentally sharp.

PET BOOTIES
When the weather gets 

chilly, walking dogs outdoors 
on the ice and snow can be 
painful on their paws. A pair 
of booties can protect the del-
icate pads of pets’ feet from 
ice melt products, snow and 
sharp objects.

NEW BED
Upgrade a pet’s bed to 

something even more lush 
and comfortable. A fleece 
blanket and a dedicated pet 

pillow can help pets feel even 
more pampered.

SAFETY BELT
Guarantee that trips in the 

car to the dog park or other 
excursions are safer by gift-
ing a safety pet harness that 
works like a seatbelt in a 

vehicle.

GROOMING PACKAGE
Everyone wins when a pet 

is washed, dried and primped 
to perfection. Professional 
groomers have the skills to 
tame excess fur and trim 
nails so pets smell wonderful 

and remain comfortable.

NEW TOYS
Whether a pet is a parakeet 

or poodle, gifts of new toys 
can be engaging for animals 
who have grown bored with 
their old ones.

Great gifts for film fans
METRO CREATIVE 
CONNECTION

Individuals’ hobbies can 
provide inspiration for gifts, 
particularly during the holi-
day season when shoppers 
have a lot of names on their 
lists.

Shoppers are bound to 
have a movie buff in their 
midst. These gift ideas can be 
fitting whether the recipient 
is a budding director, cin-
ematographer, actor, or sim-
ply enjoys the magic of the 
movies.

PERSONALIZED MOVIE 
MARQUIS POSTER

Who doesn’t want to see 
their name in lights? While it 
may not be possible to have 
the local theater change their 
marquis, shoppers can simu-
late it with a customizable 
poster that puts their loved 
one’s name front and center 
as part of the cast of a favor-
ite film.

GOURMET POPCORN 
COLLECTION

Film fans know that having 
the right food while watching 
a movie makes the experience 
that much better. Elevate the 
viewing experience with an 
array of specially curated 
gourmet popcorn flavors. 
Don’t forget to include reus-
able popcorn tubs or cups so 
the snacks can keep coming.

COUCH (OR CHAIR) 
ORGANIZATIONAL SYSTEM

These products help keep 
everything necessary for a 
movie-watching experience 
within reach. There are spots 
for remote controls, cuphold-
ers, places to stash a box of 
candy, and other dividers.

RETRO MOVIE TAPE PHOTO
Search Etsy for sellers like 

TheOrigamiFox, who create 
personalized prints. Like the 
movie marquis, this print 
can include a stack of now 
defunct VHS tapes featuring 
the recipient’s favorite movie 
titles.

SUBSCRIPTION TO A 
STREAMING SERVICE

Movies have gone beyond 
the big screen. Some studios 
release their films for home 
viewing shortly after they’ve 
left theaters. An array of 
streaming service subscrip-
tions means viewers never 
miss out on seeing their fa-
vorite films. Shoppers can 
pay for a one-year subscrip-
tion to a streaming service or 
upgrade an existing subscrip-
tion to a no-ads model.

TICKET STUB SCRAPBOOK
Give movie buffs a place to 

store their much-loved movie 
stubs and additional memo-
rabilia all in one place with 
the gift of a scrapbook.

PORTABLE PROJECTOR
An easy-to-use and por-

table projector can plug into 
phones, laptops, tablets, or 
even traditional cable boxes 
to offer a big screen boost to 
at-home movie viewing.

BEHIND-THE-SCENES 
INFORMATION

Many books delve into top-
ics that are bound to pique 
the interest of film fans. 

These may include autobi-
ographies from actors and 
directors, a look at how cer-
tain movies were made, trivia 
books, or photography books 

MCC

An easy-to-use and portable projector can plug into phones, laptops, tablets, or even traditional cable 
boxes to o�er a big screen boost to at-home movie viewing.

that provide a behind-the-
scenes look at what goes on 
when the camera isn’t rolling.

Movie fans will be applaud-
ing these gifts that indulge 
their love of film.

First Baptist Church,
Springtown Annual Music,

Drama & Media Presentation  

DECEMBER 14 & 15
STARTS AT 7PM  

First Baptist Springtown
Special Christmas Eve Service
December 22nd Starts at 6pm

Other December Events Scheduled
Instrumental Evening Service, December 8th at 6 PM 
 Sunday Morning Service, December 29th at 10:50 AM

FBCSTOWN.ORG | info@fbcstown.org | (817) 220-5229 
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For delicious food with a
beautiful presentation
For delicious food with a

L-R Robyn & Scott Tanner

Schedule your free tasting today!

Thanks for 
voting us
Best Catering!

CaitlynsCatering

Weddings • Banquets • Corporate Events • Reunions

Order your Holiday Cheese Ball & Crackers now!

12505 FM 730 S., Azle • 817-995-6050
Family Owned & Operated

What to get the sports fanatic on
your holiday shopping list
METRO CREATIVE 
CONNECTION

Diehard sports fans are a 
passionate lot. That passion 
is something to keep in mind 
come the holiday season, 
when shoppers typically must 
find the right fit for everyone 
on their list. Such an under-
taking is no small task, as vet-
eran shoppers know that the 
right gift for one person on 
their list rarely aligns with the 
perfect fit for another loved 
one. But when it comes to 
finding gifts for sports fans, 
the options are endless.

GEAR
Some sports fans are spec-

tators, while others can’t wait 
to compete. Some new gear 
can be just what fans in the 
latter group are hoping to 
find under the tree this holi-
day season. Avid golfers may 
love a new driver or golf bag, 
while loved ones who can’t 
wait for softball season to 
start each spring may consid-
er a new bat the best gift they 
receive this holiday season. 
Whatever sport sparks your 
favorite athlete’s passion, 
there’s sure to be some gear 
that can help them take their 
game to the next level.

TICKETS
Perhaps nothing sparks 

sports fans’ passion more 
strongly than seeing their 
favorite team in person, 

and that’s even more true 
in a post-pandemic sports 
landscape. Popular sports 
like football, baseball and 
basketball have traditionally 
sold lots of tickets, but even 
sports like college volley-
ball and Major League Soccer 
have set attendance records 
since fans were allowed to 
return to stadiums after the 
removal of pandemic-related 
restrictions. The demand for 
tickets to live sporting events 
has spiked as a result, and 
Team Marketing Report not-
ed National Football League 
tickets increased by nearly 
9 percent in 2023 and Major 
League Baseball tickets in-
creased by 3.5 percent in that 
same year. Such increases 
have priced some fans out of 
the market, which is why tick-
ets can make for such a great 
gift this holiday season. The 
gift of attending a game in 
person is something a loved 
one won’t soon forget.

APPAREL
Proud sports fans want to 

show their true colors, and 
nothing makes it easier to 
do so than team apparel. 
According to Statista, the 
global sports apparel market 
generated roughly $213 bil-
lion USD in revenue in 2023. 
A jersey with the name and 
number of a loved one’s fa-
vorite player can make for 

the ultimate apparel gift, but 
don’t overlook T-shirts, hats, 
outerwear, or other options 
this holiday season.

TELEVISION
The popularity of watching 

sports is undeniable and the 
proof is in the financial pud-
ding. For example, Statista re-

ports the annual value of the 
NFL’s deal with ABC/ESPN/
Disney to broadcast “Monday 
Night Football” was approxi-
mately $2.7 billion in 2023. 
That figure underscores 
how much fans love watch-
ing their favorite teams, and 
they need somewhere to do 
so. There may be no quicker 

route to a sports fan’s heart 
than through a new television 
to make the viewing experi-
ence that much better. The 
prices on 4K UHD televisions 
have dropped considerably in 
recent years, so a new TV can 
make the perfect gift for the 
sports fan in your life. Split 
the cost with fellow loved 

ones and then enjoy watching 
your favorite sports fan react 
upon seeing his or her new 
television under the tree.

These are just a few of the 
many gifts to consider for the 
diehard sports fan on your 
shopping list this holiday 
season. 

MCC

Some new gear can be just what fans in the latter group are hoping to �nd under the tree this holiday season.

Build your gift list for DIY enthusiasts 
METRO CREATIVE 
CONNECTION

Rising prices have pushed 
people to look for new ways 
to save money. The do-it-
yourself approach to home 
repairs has long been seen 

as a potential avenue to save 
money, and holiday shoppers 
can consider DIY when shop-
ping for loved ones this year.

A recent survey by the re-
modeling company Allstar 
Home reported that 70 

percent of Americans have 
recently engaged in DIY 
home improvement projects. 
Similarly, a new Ipsos poll 
conducted on behalf of the 
DIY Network found that 73 
percent of Canadian home-

owners have done a renova-
tion project themselves in the 
past. With so many home-
owners tackling projects 
around the home on their 
own, DIY-related products 
may be just what’s needed 

to hammer down the perfect 
gift. The following are some 
potential home improvement 
presents for DIY enthusiasts.

• Magnetic wristband: 
Keeping items close at hand 
takes on new meaning when 
one utilizes a magnetic 
wristband. The BinyaTools 
Magnetic Wristband is just 
one of the versions of this 
handy tool that’s ideal for 
wrangling screws, nails, 
washers, and any other fer-
rous items. It’s also a great 
option for crafters and jew-
elry makers.

• Painting essentials kit: 
Painting is an easy and effec-
tive way to transform a room. 
For those DIYers who have 
yet to compile all of their 
painting gear, local home 
improvement retailers often 
package kits that include a 
dropcloth, assorted roller 
sizes, brushes, a paint tray, 
and even painter’s tape to get 
started on projects.

• Rolling work bench: 
People serious about projects 
will need a place to store all 
the tools they have collected. 
A rolling work bench, such 
as the Gladiator nine-drawer 
work bench, has drawers to 
store tools and a wooden top 
on which smaller tasks can be 
tackled. Roll it where needed.

• Hearing protection: Drills, 
sanders and other power 

tools can be noisy. DIYers will 
want to protect their hear-
ing, and a set of workshop 
earmuffs can be a thought-
ful gift. Some, like the 3M 
WorkTunes headphones, 
even come with Bluetooth 
technology to offer both 
hearing protection and the 
ability to listen to tunes while 
working.

• Headlamp: DIYers need 
both hands to tackle jobs 
effectively, which can make 
holding a flashlight to illu-
minate the area challenging. 
Hands-free lighting is pos-
sible with an LED headlamp. 
The light is easily focused 
where the user is looking.

• Laser measuring tape: A 
smart measuring tape utilizes 
a laser to increase measuring 
size, calculate distances and 
ensure that every home im-
provement project lines up.

• Sawhorse: DIYers work-
ing on large projects can ben-
efit from an adjustable saw 
horse to support materials 
and ensure safer cuts. The 
ToughBuilt C700 is an option 
to consider since it has sup-
port pegs that fold out of the 
legs to allow for greater ease 
of use.

The list of gifts for DIYers 
is endless. Tools and addi-
tional gear can help people 
nail holiday shopping this 
year.  

MCC

 The do-it-yourself approach to home repairs has long been seen as a potential avenue to save money, and holiday shoppers can consider 
DIY when shopping for loved ones this year.

A great smile makes a great 
gift, give us a call for our

SmileGreat
Serti�cates

Makes a wonderful
stocking stuffer.

AZLE DENTAL CARE
Brooke Porter, D.D.S. & Associates

Complete Dental Care for the Entire Family

817-444-1763 • www.SmileGreat.com
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Open 8-5 Mon-Fri

817-585-0859
2531 E. Hwy 199

Springtown

Black Friday Offer
FREE IN SHOP
CHIP REPAIR

November 25-27
Only a 3 Day Offer! Hurry In!

AUTO GLASS
Celebrating 12 Years Serving this Area!

• All technicians are AGSC Certified!
• Trust your vehicle with the pros!
• We offer mobile and in shop service
• We accept all insurances
• Over 24 Years in the Auto Glass industry

Crystal

FULL COLOR GLOSS PRINTING

Business Cards • Invoices • Banners
Magnets • Envelopes • Color Copies • Letterheads

Digital 
Business Cards 

$2999
250

ONLY

119 Industrial Ave. Azle, Next to Dollar General
817-444-2222

Organize a fun white
elephant gift exchange

METRO CREATIVE 
CONNECTION

Gifts exchanged during the 
holiday season do not have to 
have deep meaning. Among 
friends and coworkers, a 
type of gift exchange called a 
white elephant can add some 
more lighthearted fun to an 
already festive season.

A white elephant gift ex-
change involves participants 
selecting humorous, quirky, 
unusual, or themed gifts 
to swap with others. The 
wrapped gifts will be placed 
in a central location with 
no information indicating 
what’s within the wrapping, 
nor who brought the actual 
gift. The rules of exchange 
vary depending on who you 
ask, but can include drawing 
numbers to pick the order in 
which participants will select 
their gifts. Some play where 
the first person opens the gift 
and then subsequent partici-
pants can opt for a wrapped 
gift or “steal” from the previ-
ously opened options.

Organizing this gift ex-
change is relatively easy, but 
involves picking a person to 
act as an emcee of sorts. That 
person will need to handle 
the following tasks:

· Establish a spending 
limit for the white elephant 
gifts. Some white elephant 
exchanges also define which 
gifts are appropriate and 
which should be avoided.

· Select an exchange date 
and time. This will involve 
having someone host at their 
home, a place of business 
for a work exchange, or even 
meeting at a restaurant or an-
other establishment for a fun 
evening out.

· Invite participants to 
the exchange by explaining 
the rules and the expected 
amount of the contribution.

· Calculate the number of 
participants who have arrived 
and then print or write out 
number sheets that will be 
placed in a bowl. Verify this 
total matches the number of 
gifts to ensure that there will 

be no missing ones. There is 
no need to worry if someone 
commits and then drops out 
afterwards, because only the 
number of participants actu-
ally there on the day of the 
exchange will be factored into 

how many numbers will be 
used for choosing gifts.

· Plan a few ice breakers 
so that participants who may 
not know each other can 
become more comfortable 
before the fun begins, par-

ticularly if the white elephant 
exchange will include the 
stealing and swapping aspect 
for extra laughs.

A white elephant gift ex-
change can be an entertain-
ing way to let off steam dur-

ing the holidays and share 
small gifts with friends or 
coworkers.

MCC

Among friends and coworkers, a type of gift exchange called a white elephant can add some more lighthearted fun to an already festive season.

Thoughtful gifts for aging parents
METRO CREATIVE 
CONNECTION

According to The Wrap 
Up: Snappy’s 2022 Holiday 
Gift Report, the majority of 
Americans (64.2 percent) 
report they need help when 
it comes to holiday gifting. 
They may want to carefully 
consider a recipient’s inter-
ests, as the report also dis-
covered more than half of all 
Americans want a gift that re-
flects their personal interests 
and hobbies. When shopping 
for elderly parents, it may 
not be as simple as identify-
ing interests, particularly if 
Mom and Dad are experienc-
ing age-related health issues. 
Consider these gift ideas that 
may be ideal for the aging 
adults in your life.

COZY BLANKET
Older adults may have 

trouble regulating their body 
temperatures, which can 
translate to feeling cold a lot 
of the time. A new blanket or 
throw for a bed or to cuddle 
up with in a favorite recliner 
might be the perfect gift.

FAMILY HISTORY BOOK
Budding writers can in-

terview their aging parents 
and jot down family stories. 
Those stories and anecdotes 

can be compiled into a book 
and combined with photos 
to make a family history log, 
which can be gifted back to 
the interviewee.

GRIPPING SLIPPERS
Slips and falls can injure 

aging adults and put them 
out of commission for quite 
some time. Sturdy and secure 
slippers with anti-slip soles 
are good for getting around 
the house and making quick 
trips to take out the trash or 
get the mail.

ROBOTIC VACUUM
Keeping up with the house-

hold chores is easier with a 
robotic vacuum that auto-
matically scours carpets and 
hard-surface floors. This 
eliminates having to wrestle 
with a cumbersome vacuum.

KEY FINDER
A key finder can help 

adults find their keys if they 
are misplaced. Some employ 
radio frequency, while oth-
ers utilize Bluetooth technol-
ogy and can be paired to a 
smartphone.

MAGNIFYING LIGHT
Older parents who like to 

do puzzles or close-up work 
like knitting or stitching can 
benefit from an LED lamp 

that also has a magnifying 
glass built right in.

E-READER
Avid readers may enjoy an 

e-reader because they don’t 
have to find spots to store 
even more books in their 
homes. E-readers can be cus-
tomized so the print is the 
right size for the reader’s 
needs. Also, the devices are 
lightweight and easy to stow 
in a bag.

AUTOMATIC CARD SHUFFLER
Parents who are known 

card sharks around the com-
munity can use an automatic 
card shuffler to make card 
play even easier.

RESISTANCE BANDS
Resistance bands are like 

large rubber bands that exert 
force to strengthen muscles 
and improve flexibility. They 
can help aging adults stay in 
shape in a low-impact way.

DINING GIFT CARDS
When parents do not want 

to spend additional time in 
the kitchen, they may opt to 
visit a favorite restaurant. A 
combination of a gift card to 
a favorite establishment as 
well as pre-paid taxi or ride 
share service ensures a good 
meal and a safe ride home.

MCC

Children typically want to treat their parents to something special during the holiday season. Parents 
do a lot for their children, and when those kids become adults, a desire to express their appreciation for 
Mom and Dad grows.
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J & E Air Conditioning
& Heating Inc.

Licensed & Insured in the State of Texas: TX Lic.# TACLA01475E

Check us out on:

FOR IMMEDIATE SERVICE, CALL:

817-220-4506

1825 W Highway 199
Springtown, TX 76082

252 W. Main St., Suite BEE, Azle

817-406-4899

Over 60
Local Vendors
• Clothing • Jewelry
• Home Decor
AND SO
MUCH MORE!

Call Us At 817-237-3325

Customers who use
Joe Rider Propane SAVE

an average of $250/year!

SERVING THE AZLE AREA SINCE 1954
FREE SYSTEM CHECK • NO FEES

Switch Today 
and get a FREE 
$25 gift card!

Gag gifts add humor to gatherings
METRO CREATIVE 
CONNECTION

The bulk of gifts exchanged 
during the holidays will be 
thoughtful items chosen 
based on the interests of their 
recipients, such as game tick-
ets for a sports fan or an au-
tographed movie poster for 
a film fanatic. Incorporating 
a few gag gifts can elevate 
celebrations by getting every-
one laughing and engaging in 
good-natured ribbing.

Funny gag gifts can be as 
entertaining to give as they 
are to receive, as long as 
the person on the receiving 
end has a good sense of hu-
mor. However, families and 
friends can avoid any chanc-
es for animosity by making it 
a point that everyone in the 
gift exchange receives at least 
one gag gift.

VARIOUS NOISEMAKERS
On stressful days when an 

office or home is quiet, the 
resident jokester can set off 
the noisemaker to break the 
tension. Noisemakers may be 
figurines that make animal 
sounds or buttons that yell 
out funny phrases or even 
“blue” words.

FUNKO POP FIGURES
Funko makes figures of 

pop culture characters. 
Therefore, if a gift recipi-
ent likes a particular televi-
sion show or movie, there’s 

a good chance you can find a 
figure of a character he or she 
likes. The company’s website 
(Funko.com) even enables 
users to build a Personalized 
Pop! Yourself Figure in their 
own or a loved one’s likeness.

A GOOFY CELEBRITY PRINT
Believe it or not, there is 

a company called Celebs 
on Sandwiches (wwwceleb-
sonsandwiches.com) that 
produces prints featuring 
popular celebrities standing 
or sitting on various types 
of sandwiches. There is a 
category for holiday prints 
that includes characters from 
well-known holiday movies 
like Buddy the Elf.

GAG BOX
Sometimes it’s not the gift 

but the box the gift is in that 
can be the gag. Nestle a gift 
that the recipient really want-
ed into a box for a product 
that is slightly embarrassing 
or they do not need, like an 
ergonomic toilet seat. Once 
the box is opened, however, 
the true gift will be revealed.

USELESS KNOWLEDGE
Scour the aisles of a book-

store for volumes about 
unusual, quirky or fun facts. 
There’s even a series known 
as “Uncle John’s Bathroom 
Reader” books that provides 
hours of entertainment for 
people while they are occu-
pied in the bathroom.

FAKE LOTTERY TICKETS
One of the oldest gag gifts 

that still fools others, fake 
lottery tickets make recipi-
ents think they’ve scored the 
jackpot when they’re still 
no richer than before they 
scratched the ticket.

ANIMAL SOCKS
Animal lovers can get a 

good laugh when they slip on 
animal paw- or face-printed 
socks and shuffle around 
home in them.

ADULT ACHIEVEMENT 
STICKERS

Who says young children 
are the only ones who can 
earn gold stars or good job 
awards? Purchase pre-printed 
stickers or design them to say 
things like, “Fixed it myself,” 

or “Didn’t lose my keys to-
day.” After all, adulting is an 
achievement, too.

Gag gifts can add levity to 
holiday celebrations when 
they are offered in a good-na-
tured way.

MCC

Gag gifts can add levity to holiday celebrations when they are o�ered in a good-natured way.

How to make shopping Black Friday/Cyber Monday pay off
METRO CREATIVE 
CONNECTION

The holiday shopping sea-
son is a profitable period for 
retailers. So it should come 
as no surprise to consum-

ers that many stores now 
begin stocking shelves with 
Christmas decor and other 
holiday-related items as early 
as September, reminding 
shoppers that the countdown 

is on until the holidays arrive.
Historically, Black Friday 

has been the busiest day for 
retailers, but Cyber Monday 
has increasingly become a 
go-to holiday shopping op-

portunity. Now largely known 
as BFCM, Black Friday Cyber 
Monday is undoubtably the 
busiest time of year for re-
tailers. These days can be 
a make-or-break period for 
many merchants. According 
to Drip, an e-commerce cus-
tomer data aggregator, Cyber 
Monday was the biggest 
shopping day in 2023, with 
shoppers spending $12.4 bil-
lion - a 9.6 percent year-over-
year increase. The National 
Retail Federation reported a 
record 200.4 million shop-
pers participated in Black 
Friday and Cyber Monday 
sales in 2023.

As people consider their 
BFCM shopping plans for 
2024, these tips can help 
them make the most of these 
unique opportunities.

BECOME A PRICE 
CONNOISSEUR

Consumers who would feel 
right at home calling out cor-
rect prices on “The Price is 
Right” will have an advantage 
come the holiday shopping 
season. By understanding the 
standard retail price on many 
items, it is easier to know just 
how customer-friendly BFCM 

deals are. Consumers can 
look at the advertisements 
in newspapers or online and 
only shop the best deals to 
save money.

PAY ATTENTION TO EARLY 
BIRD DEALS

BFCM is a great opportunity 
to save, and many retailers 
have extended this exclusive 
price-slashing period to of-
fer “sneak peeks” and “early 
bird” opportunities that pre-
cede Black Friday and Cyber 
Monday. Shoppers can keep 
an eye out for early BFCM 
deals to save even more 
money.

EXPLORE LOYALTY REWARDS
Shoppers who are part of 

stores’ rewards programs, 
whether that entails earn-
ing loyalty points or having 
a store credit card, may be 
eligible for additional perks. 
Although one’s email inbox 
may be overflowing this time 
of year with promotions, 
individuals should double-
check their accounts to see 
if they’ve been given early 
access to sales or special 
coupon codes that can bring 
prices down even further. 
Some retailers also may uti-

lize digital coupons that need 
to be “clipped,” which is basi-
cally saving them to a loyalty 
account.

PLAN THE SHOPPING
LIST IN ADVANCE

A complete shopping list at 
the ready can make it easier 
to shop for specific items 
during Black Friday or Cyber 
Monday hours.

AVOID IMPULSE BUYING
It may be tempting to grab 

many different items because 
the prices seem so good. 
However, sticking to a list 
and only shopping for neces-
sary items is an effective way 
to avoid overspending.

DON’T FORGET SMALL 
BUSINESSES

Be sure to check out the 
sales at local small busi-
nesses during BFCM as well 
as Small Business Saturday. 
Shoppers may find that deals 
at smaller retailers rival those 
at larger chains.

Black Friday and Cyber 
Monday present chances to 
save. Making the most of 
these shopping opportunities 
can translate to scoring holi-
day gifts at the lowest prices 
possible.

MCC
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Shoppers may �nd that deals at smaller retailers rival those at larger chains.
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3221 E. Hwy 199 • 817-444-2855
CLEANERS and LAUNDRY

489 Hwy 199 West • 817-220-2499
Brookshire Shopping Center, Springtown

Mon - Fri 5 AM - 7 PM • Sat 8 AM - 2 PM

• Dry Cleaning • Laundry
• Alterations • Draperies
• Comforters • Bridal Gowns
• Leather & Boot Repair
• Wash & Fold

Look your festive
best! Let us freshen up 
your holiday attire.

ROOFING &
METAL 

BUILDINGS
TODD HUSE • 817-304-4224

RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL
All Types of Roo�ng

Experts in Metal, Composition & Repairs
• Free Estimates
• Insurance Claims Assistance
• Emergency Storm Repairs

• 24-Hour Assistance
• 3-Year Labor Guarantee
• Local References

WE’LL BE HERE AFTER THE STORM.

321 W. Main Street, Azle • 817-270-3340

A comprehensive guide to gifting fitness fans 
METRO CREATIVE 
CONNECTION

Physical activity is an im-
portant component of a 
healthy lifestyle. Exercise 
guidelines supported by the 
medical community indicate 
most adults should get at 
least 150 minutes of moder-
ate-intensity aerobic activ-
ity each week, or at least 75 
minutes of vigorous aerobic 
activity each week. 

Individuals can take sev-
eral steps to be more active 
in their daily lives. Some be-
come gym enthusiasts, while 
others congregate to yoga 
studios or other activities. 
Some still prefer to exercise 
at home or outdoors. When it 
comes time to shop for peo-
ple with a fondness for fit-
ness, gift givers can consider 
these ideas.

UPGRADE A MEMBERSHIP
Do some research to learn 

where your fitness lover 
spends most time working 
out. If it is a traditional gym, a 
kick-boxing studio or a H.I.I.T 
establishment, speak with 
the staff to see if you can 
upgrade the member’s plan 
to receive more perks. For 
example, a base gym mem-
bership may only include use 
of the floor machines and 
weights, but another may 
include all that as well as ac-
cess to massage chairs, spa 
services and more.

MASSAGER OR MASSAGE 
PACKAGE

Working out muscles can 
lead to soreness each time 
a new milestone is reached. 
Help soothe those tired mus-
cles with the gift of a neck, 
back and shoulder massager. 
Or go a step further and pur-
chase a few sessions at a mas-
sage therapy location near 
the recipient’s home.

INSULATED WATER BOTTLE
OR TUMBLER

Staying hydrated is impor-
tant when working out. An in-
sulated water bottle ensures 
that fitness fans can enjoy 
cold water or a sports drink 
throughout their exercise ses-
sions. There’s even a water 
bottle that self-cleans using 
UV light to kill bacteria in the 
bottle.

TREADMILL OR
STATIONARY BIKE

If you know a loved one 
has had eyes on improving 
a home gym, a treadmill or 
stationary bike can bring the 
space to the next level. There 
is home equipment for every 
budget.

NEW KICKS
Comfortable, supportive 

athletic shoes ensure work-
outs aren’t hindered by sore 
feet. Since shoe fit and style 
is a personal choice, it might 

be a safer bet to give a gift 
card to a popular athletic 
store or online retailer rather 
than purchasing the footwear 
yourself. 

FITNESS MONITOR
OR SMART WATCH

It seems like everyone 
now has some sort of smart 
device, but if the person on 
your list still hasn’t made the 
switch to a watch that tracks 
various health data, then 
that can make for a perfect 
gift. Smart watches and fit-

ness trackers monitor  steps 
and various health mark-
ers such as pulse, elevation 
climbed and distance, and 
can even detect if a user has a 
burgeoning health problem. 
When pairing the watch with 
popular fitness apps, users 
can log daily activities and 
their diets to get a bigger pic-
ture of their overall health.

Those who prioritize fit-
ness can benefit from any 
number of health- and 
fitness-minded gifts this 
season.  
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When it comes time to shop 
for people with a fondness 
for �tness, gift givers can 
consider these ideas.

Great gifts for globetrotters
METRO CREATIVE CONNECTION

John Denver sang about ‘leavin’ on 
a jet plane,’ inspiring many to take a 
flight to parts known and unknown. 
Millions of people travel to and from 
the country every year, with TravelPerk 
estimating the market size of the 
United States tourism sector at $798.81 
billion in July 2023. Tourism took a hit 
during the global pandemic, but travel-
ing has since rebounded in a big way.

With so many people taking to the 
roads, rails and skies, shoppers can cus-
tomize their gift lists when shopping 
for people who have caught the travel 
bug. Below are several gifts for those 
with wanderlust.

• Portable Bluetooth speaker: Music 
can make the journey more interesting 
and create a welcoming ambiance upon 
arrival. People who don’t want to leave 
home without their favorite tunes often 
have curated playlists on popular music 
streaming services. While earbuds are a 
go-to for personal listening, a portable 
speaker can provide impressive sound 
to share songs with friends when relax-
ing by the pool or traversing trails.

• Ergonomic neck pillow: Getting 
some rest and being comfortable while 

traveling is key. Ergonomic neck pillows 
keep the neck and head in a comfort-
able position when sitting upright dur-
ing long flights or rides. 

• High-quality passport cover: 
Consider a passport travel cover that 
is personalized with a graphic, name 
or monogram. A cover can protect the 
passport and keep other travel docu-
ments orderly while adding a layer of 
elegance to travel.

• Compression packing bags or 
cubes: Travelers want to ensure they 
can bring all their gear when getting 
away, but sometimes suitcase space 
can come at a premium. Compression 
products work like a vacuum sealer, 
removing air to reduce the space that 
items take up. 

• Travel adapter: International travel 
requires contending with different 
power outlets. In order to use electronic 
equipment brought from home, travel-
ers will require the right adapter. Look 
for ones with multiple ports.

• Travel pouch or money belt: 
Keeping valuables out of the hands of 
pickpockets means being savvy about 
safe storage. Travel pouches and money 
belts are designed to be discrete, and 

some can be hidden in waistbands or 
under clothing to protect valuables.

• Travel journal: Journals allow 
travelers to capture memories 
along the way, with space to 
jot down experiences and 
add photos. It can make 
for a cherished keep-
sake in the future.

• New luggage: 
Every traveler needs 
a durable piece of 
luggage or two 
when the desire 
to see the world 
strikes. A rolling, 
vibrantly colored 
carry-on ensures 
the luggage is eas-
ily spotted and 
gives travelers the 
option to skip bag-
gage check and bring 
it right on board.

Travel enthusiasts can 
appreciate gifts that cater 
to their desire to get away 
from home.  
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WOOD
WITHOUT

COMPROMISE

ALL PETS. ALL ACCIDENTS 
ALL THE TIME  +  SCRATCH 
PROTECTION STEAMABLE

DURABILITY MEETS STYLE! DESIGNED WITH ADVANCED 
TECHNOLOGY FOR A BEAUTIFUL WOOD-LIKE APPEARANCE THAT RESISTS 
SCRATCHES, STAINS, AND FADING

WATER RESISTANT! REVWOOD IS PERFECT FOR ANY ROOM, 
PROVIDING EXCELLENT WATER RESISTANCE TO MANAGE SPILLS AND 
MOISTURE

EASY UPKEEP! HASSLE-FREE SOLUTION FOR BUSY
LIFESTYLES WITH A SIMPLE CLICK-LOCK
INSTALLATION AND MINIMAL UPKEEP.

500B N. Stewart Suite 1, Azle
817-270-6126

www.TexasDesignerFlooring.com

HARDWOOD • LAMINATE • VINYL • STONE • TILE • GRANITE

Shop over 20
vendors during the

holiday season!

Unique Gifts & Boutique
Items from Local Vendors

101 N. Ash St.,
Springtown 682-615-7889

HOLIDAY HOURS
Mon-Fri 10 AM - 7 PM Sat 10 AM - 3 PM

HOLIDAY SALE
Black Friday • Shop Small Saturday • Cyber Monday

Why you should shop local for
the holidays and beyond
METRO CREATIVE 
CONNECTION

Various components come 
together to make the holiday 
season a festive time of year. 
There is a lot to get done in a 
short amount of time during 
the holiday season, and part 
of that includes shopping 
for all of the family members 
and friends on your shopping 
list. Shopping can be a com-
plicated process that involves 
identifying which stores will 
be the best places to shop. 
Local retailers make the per-
fect place to shop for holiday 
items.

According to the American 
Express Business Economic 
Impact Study, more than two-
thirds of every dollar spent 
with a local business stays 
in the community. Indeed, 
shopping local benefits con-
sumer and community alike. 
The following are some of the 
many perks to shopping lo-
cally throughout the holiday 
season.

PERSONALIZED ATTENTION
Small businesses are 

known for their personalized 
customer service and owners 
and staff are often lauded for 
taking the time to interact 
and learn about their custom-
ers, a dynamic that is impos-
sible at larger retailers.

MEET AND INTERACT WITH 
PEOPLE

Shopping in-person at lo-
cal stores, you’ll see faces 
from your community and 
become better known in the 
local area.

SHORTER LINES
Local stores are bound to 

have smaller crowds and thus 
shorter lines. That trans-
lates to less stress and hassle 
when it comes to getting in 
and out with holiday gifts.

SMALLER CARBON 
FOOTPRINT

Pollution, traffic conges-
tion, habitat loss, and re-
source depletion may not oc-
cur on the same levels when 
shopping locally compared 
to patronizing big box stores. 
That’s because local retailers 
tend to create or source their 
products locally, whereas 
many big box stores secure 
their goods overseas.

EASIER PARKING
This goes hand-in-hand 

with smaller crowds, as shop-
ping locally does not typi-
cally require driving up and 
down endless aisles at malls 
or standalone retail stores 
in an effort to find a parking 
spot. Local retailers in town 
may have on-street parking 
or closed lots that are conve-

nient to shoppers.

SMALL BATCH
SHOPPING EXPERIENCE

Consumers can secure 

items in small businesses 
that are not carbon copies of 
those found across the coun-
try at major retail chains. 

When seeking a unique, 
thoughtful gift, shopping lo-
cally is the way to go.

Shopping locally this holi-

day season provides an array 
of benefits to consumers, 
and helps to solidify a strong 
Main Street in communities.

MCC

Shopping can be a complicated process that involves identifying which stores will be the best places to shop. Local retailers make the 
perfect place to shop for holiday items.

Gifts for holiday hosts
METRO CREATIVE 
CONNECTION

Millions of people open 
their homes to relatives and 
friends each holiday season. 
Taking on the task of holiday 
host can be a labor of love, as 
it involves not only a com-
mitment of time, but also a 
financial investment. Lending 
Tree reported that 60 percent 
of Americans considering 
hosting holiday gatherings in 
2023 expected to spend an 
average of $556 on their cel-
ebrations. Six-figure earners 
planned to spend even more, 
indicating they expected 
to spend $764 on holiday 
hosting.

Guests benefitting from 
holiday hosts’ hospitality 
can offer tokens of their ap-
preciation upon arrival. The 
following are some great gifts 
to offer hosts this holiday 
season.

BEVERAGE OF CHOICE
A bottle of wine or another 

spirit can be a great gift for 
holiday gatherings. Let hosts 
decide if they want to serve 
it with the meal or save it to 
enjoy at a later time.

CURATED FOOD BASKET
A guest can put together 

a basket of different foods, 
including crackers, cheeses, 
jams, bread sticks, and other 
items that can be enjoyed as 
snacks or appetizers.

HOLIDAY PLANT
A poinsettia or Christmas 

cactus may be fitting this 
time of year, and a holiday 
host can enjoy seeing it grow 
during the season.

KITCHEN TOOLS OR SERVING 
ITEMS

A beautiful olive wood serv-
ing platter or cutting board 
might be appreciated, par-
ticularly if guests arrive with 
it covered in a charcuterie 
spread.

SCENTED CANDLE
Hosts can set the mood 

and add to the ambiance of 
an entertaining space with 

lit, scented candles, which 
make for a great gift. Guests 
can inquire as to the hosts’ 
preferred aromas or stick 
with safe bets like vanilla or 
cinnamon.

HOLIDAY ORNAMENT OR 
DECORATIVE PIECE

Guests can offer ornaments 
for the tree or another deco-
rative item for hosts who are 
repeat entertainers. Dating 
the decoration or having it 
engraved can transform it 
into a memento hosts can rel-
ish through the years.

COMFORT AND CARE 
ASSORTMENT

Hosting takes effort, so 
a box of items to pamper 
holiday hosts can be a great 
gift. Fill the box with a loo-
fah, bath bombs, shower 
gel, moisturizing cream, and 
massage oil.

Holiday hosts invest time 
and money into making their 
homes welcoming spaces to 
spend the holidays. Guests 
can treat these hosts with 
gifts to show how much their 
efforts and hospitality are 
appreciated.

MCC

Guests bene�tting from holiday 
hosts’ hospitality can o�er 
tokens of their appreciation 
upon arrival. 
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Product in Stock for Immediate Installation
for every room in your home! Quality, large
selection, and great prices... are still found at

8305 Jacksboro Hwy. 817-237-7871
www.LarrysCarpet.com

Showroom & Warehouse
Since
1979

Happy Holidays!

LI�HTED CHRISTM�S 

��R�DE     
6 TREE-LI�HTIN� 
CEREMONY

PRESENTED BY THE
 CITY OF SPRINGTOWN

CEREMONYCEREMONYCEREMONYCEREMONY
DECET�ER ȑȞ ȋȉȋȍ ȏ PT 
SPRINGTO�N SQUARE

NOV & DEC

RENT
FREE

Holiday Special!

Holiday shopping 
tips you can’t
afford to miss
METRO CREATIVE 
CONNECTION

The festive and fun na-
ture of the holiday season 
can make it easy to forget 
the benefits of being frugal. 
Many people go overboard 
on holiday spending, making 
this time of year costly for 
consumers.

Sales between the begin-
ning of November 2023 
and Christmas Eve 2023 
climbed 3.1 percent from 
the year earlier, accord-
ing to the Mastercard 
SpendingPulse. The National 
Retail Federation reported in 
November 2023 that holiday 
spending was expected to 
reach between $957 and $966 
billion. Trading Economics, 
a financial market indicator 
and forecast provider, said 
personal spending in the 
United States only rose 0.2 
percent in May 2024 from 
the previous month, which 
marked the lowest increase 
since January 2024.

Shoppers who want to 
spend less and stick to a bud-
get for holiday entertaining 
and gifting can keep these 
budgeting tips in mind.

SET A VALUE TO GIFT 
RECIPIENTS

It may sound harsh, but 
certain people on holiday 
shopping lists may be as-
signed a higher value than 
others. For example, you 
wouldn’t necessarily spend 

the same amount on a gift 
for a child’s teacher as you 
would for a grandmother. 
Putting a dollar figure next 
to each name on the shop-
ping list helps you identify 
your expected spending and 
where you can cut back, if 
necessary.

ESTABLISH YOUR
OVERALL BUDGET

Once you have an idea of 
your potential holiday expen-
ditures, set a firm budget. 
Avoid the temptation of im-
pulse buys, which can make it 
easy to go over budget.

BEGIN SHOPPING EARLY
Start scouring ads and 

looking for deals prior to 
Thanksgiving or Black Friday. 
Keep a running list of gift 
ideas and when the price is 
right, purchase those items.

PRICE CHECK
“PERFECT GIFTS.” 

If you’ve spotted the per-
fect gift for someone but it’s 
beyond budget, see if you 
can find a better price else-
where, says Better Money 
Habits. There are apps that 
allow users to scan barcodes 
and check items across vari-
ous retailers. Many stores 
also have price-match poli-
cies that can save shoppers 
money.

LOOK FOR DEALS
ALL OF THE TIME

Many people get hung up 
on perceived deep discounts 

from Black Friday and Cyber 
Monday offers. However, 
industry experts say there 
often isn’t a huge difference 
in markdowns between these 
promotions and those during 
other sales. Some retailers 
even increase prices on goods 
only to mark them down for 
Black Friday to make it ap-
pear that there is a discount. 
Only by knowing the average 
price for items can you know 
if a sale is legitimate.

SIGN UP FOR STORE REWARDS
If you don’t want your 

regular email inbox inun-
dated with offers, set up a 
separate email account for 
in-store and online shopping. 
Then you can sign up for the 
rewards programs at check-
out. Utilize the coupon codes 
and advertisements for sales 
to save money without hav-
ing your primary email data 
shared with other marketers.

TRACK SPENDING CAREFULLY
If you don’t know how 

much you’re spending, then 
you cannot possibly stick to a 
budget. After each purchase, 
keep a running tally of all hol-
iday spending to see how far 
you are from the finish line.

The holidays can be expen-
sive, but with smart budget-
ing and dedication to savvy 
shopping, it’s possible to stay 
out of financial trouble. 
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The holidays can be expensive, but with smart budgeting and dedication to savvy shopping, it’s 
possible to stay out of �nancial trouble. 




