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Tri-County 
Reporter leads 
third annual 
“Fill the Pantry”

Springtown Council 
approves fence 
variance to protect 
autistic child

Residents, law enforcement celebrate 
National Night Out in Azle

Young boy tends to run away
from parents toward traffic

MADELYN EDWARDS
springtownreporter@tricountyreporter.com

SPRINGTOWN — Local 
mother Lindsay Monreal 
thought she was about to see 
her 5-year-old son get hit by 
a car in front of her when he 
ran away from home the sec-
ond time.

Joziah was diagnosed with 
severe autism spectrum dis-
order before he was 2 years 
old. Part of Joziah’s condi-
tion is elopement, or running 
away from his parents de-
spite their efforts to protect 
him by installing alarms on 
doors and windows, cam-
eras, locks and chains. He 
is nonverbal, so he can’t 
ask for help or even say his 
name. Monreal said Joziah 
is unafraid of cars or water 
and won’t always stop when 
called.

“The fears as parents — 
it’s awful. It’s an awful feel-
ing to know that your child 
is potentially going to be in 
danger, that they can’t ask 

for help,” Monreal said. “It’s 
scary to constantly have to 
have a grip on his arm so he 
can’t get anywhere, to con-
stantly have to have him in a 
stroller at 5 years old so he 
can’t run from us or to have 
a backpack with a harness, 
it’s just a constant, constant 
thing that you have to have in 
your head, like I can’t take my 
eyes off him, and I can’t let go 
of him for a second.”

The boy slipped away from 
his parents one day in late 
July. His father had stepped 
outside, and the door didn’t 
latch behind him. When 
Monreal realized Joziah 
wasn’t in the house, she ran 
outside after him and com-
manded him to stop. Right 
before getting to the busy 
road, Joziah turned around 
before he was about to step 
into the street, which was just 
enough time for his mother 
to catch him.

“He’s very fast,” Monreal 
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ZACH FREEMAN
azlereporter@tricountyreporter.com

AZLE — Cities across Texas 
celebrated their local law 
enforcement officers Oct. 1 
at National Night Out. Azle 

was no different. The city’s 
police department, Tarrant 
County Sheriff’s deputies, 
Reno Police and others gath-
ered in Azle’s Central Park 
parking lot to meet with the 
community, give demon-

strations, play games and 
spread the word about their 
organizations.

“This is a good opportu-
nity for people to come and 
meet us and for us to meet 
the community and we can 

do it under circumstances 
that are friendly,” Azle Police 
Chief Ben Hall said. “So of-
ten, all our interactions with 
people are on the heels of 

ZACH FREEMAN
azlereporter@tricountyreporter.com

AZLE — With the need 
continuing to climb year 
after year, the Tri-County 
Reporter is pushing for 
Azle to give more and fill 
Community Caring Center 
shelves this October.

The Tri-County Reporter 
once again urges the Azle 
Professional Firefighters 
Local 3627, the Azle 
Police Department, Brace 
Chiropractic and Wellness 
Center, Pinnacle Bank Texas 
in Azle and Azle Dental 
Care to fill the pantry and 
challenge others to take 
up the cause. The CCC has 
gone from serving an aver-
age of 500 families a month 
in 2019 to serving around 
1,400 families per month 
last year and even more 
today. In August alone, the 
CCC reported serving 1,804 
families. This new record 
marked a 33% increase from 
2023’s already heightened 

figures.
Instead of directing the 

effort to fill Christmas food 
boxes, the CCC will be di-
recting all its resources to 
fight increasing food inse-
curity in general. Through 
similar efforts last year, the 
CCC collected the equivalent 
of 18,624 pounds of food 
(9,450 pounds of food items 
and $1,282 in donations). 

“Purchasing, assem-
bling and storing 1,800 
Christmas boxes would 
reduce our ability to serve 
those who rely on us regu-
larly,” the organization said 
in a recent advertisement. 
“By refocusing, we can con-
tinue to meet the growing 
demand and provide es-
sential supplies year-round. 
The donations will help us 
prepare for the increased 
demand around the holi-
days, when many families 
turn to us for assistance.”

Canned goods like veg-

12th annual Bullfrog West Fest is a success
JOLEE SKINNER
jolee@tricountyreporter.com

LAKE WORTH — This 
year’s Bullfrog West Fest 
brought bull riding, good 
food and the spirit of the 
west to Tarrant County once 
again.

This isn’t Bullfrog West 
Fest’s first rodeo and they 
certainly proved it this year 
by raising more money 
than ever before for the 

Northwest Tarrant Lions 
Club. This year marked 12 
years for the annual Bullfrog 
West Fest, always hosted by 
the Northwest Tarrant Lions 
Club.

The club puts on this an-
nual event to raise money 
and awareness for its phi-
lanthropy work. Some of the 
philanthropies include help-
ing the visually impaired, 
special needs and more.

Renee Kolar is the fun-

draising queen for the 
Northwest Tarrant Lions 
Club and reports money 
raised from the event is still 
being counted —typically a 
good sign the number will 
be big.

There were 30 vendors 
including food trucks like 
Getty Chids Cafe’ and Kona 
Ice. Kidwell’s BBQ, Chick-fil-a 
plus Julies and Marlene’s 
Sweets also had stands. A 
big hit with people was the 

freshly squeezed lemonade 
that Getty’s served up, with 
multiple flavors of lemonade 
like peach, mango and pas-
sion fruit.

The big event of the night 
was the bull riding and mut-
ton busting that Chute 2 
Productions hosted at the 
event. Chute 2 Productions is 
a choreographed rodeo show 
that has been around for 15 
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Chute 2 Productions Producer Kelly Clark as the rodeo clown for the rodeo show.
MORE PHOTOS
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Azle’s new �re marshal, Melvin Wilson, was hired by the city Sept. 23. He celebrated his �rst full week on the job with a �re�ghting 
demonstration where he guided local kids on putting out small gas �res. “I love working and serving the city of Azle and working with the 
�re department,” Wilson said.

AZLE HALL
OF FAME B5-B8
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O say can you see, by the dawn’s early light,what so 
proudly we hail ’d at the twilight’s last gleaming. 
Whose broad stripes and bright stars through the 

perilous �ght. O’er the ramparts we watch’d were so 
gallantly streaming? And the rocket’s red glare, the gallantly streaming? And the rocket’s red glare, the 

bombs bursting in air, gave proof through the night that 
our �ag was still there. O say does that star-spangled 
banner yet wave o’er the land of the free and the home 

of the brave? On the shore dimly seen through the mists 
of the deep where the foe’s haughty host in dread silence 
reposes, what is that which the breeze, o’er the towering 

steep, as it �tfully blows, half conceals, half discloses? 
Now it catches the gleam of the morning’s �rst beam, 
in full glory re�ected now shines in the stream, ’tis the 

star-spangled banner - o long may it wave o’er the 
land of the free and the home of the brave! And where 
is that band who so vauntingly swore, that the havoc 

of war and the battle’s confusion a home and a country 
should leave us no more? Their blood has wash’d out 

their foul footstep’s pollution. No refuge could save the 
hireling and slave from the terror of �ight or the gloom 
of the grave,and the star-spangled banner in triumph 
doth wave o’er the land of the free and the home of 

the brave. O thus be it ever when freemen shall stand 
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Man dies in motorcycle crash south of Springtown
Victim was firefighter, reserve police officerSTAFF REPORT

SPRINGTOWN — A first 
responder died just south of 
Springtown Oct. 1 following 
a collision on Farm-to-Market 
Road 51. 

During the afternoon of 
Oct. 1, Springtown Police of-
ficers responded to reports 
of an accident involving seri-
ous injury in the 1000 block 
of South Main Street (FM 51) 
near its intersection with 
Lynch Bend Road, accord-
ing to a city of Springtown 
press release. Upon arrival, 
officers discovered one vic-
tim with critical injuries and 
began attempts at life-saving 
measures until the arrival of 
LifeCare medics. 

Preliminary investiga-
tion and eyewitness state-
ments show that shortly 
before 1:15 p.m., a semi was 
stopped in the northbound 
lane of traffic waiting to make 
a left-turn westbound onto 
Lynch Bend Road, accord-
ing to a press release issued 
by the Springtown Police 
Department. Initially, there 
were a sedan and a truck pull-
ing a trailer that was hauling a 
large shed stopped behind the 
semi. Eventually, the sedan 
legally passed the semi on the 
right allowing the truck with 
the trailer to move immedi-

ately behind the semi. Shortly 
after this, eyewitnesses said 
the victim, who was operating 
a Harley Davidson motorcycle 
and traveling northbound 
on FM 51, approached the 
stopped vehicles from the 
south, but for an unknown 
reason was unable to stop be-
fore colliding with the trailer 
attached to the truck stopped 
behind the semi. Eyewitness 
reports state the victim was 
observed looking down 
shortly before the accident 
occurred. In an apparent ef-
fort to avoid colliding with the 
trailer at full speed from the 
rear, the victim swerved to the 
left, but in doing so clipped 
the rear of the trailer, gravely 
injuring his leg before enter-
ing the southbound traffic 
lane where he collided head 
on with a Cadillac that was 
traveling within the south-
bound lane. According to 
eyewitness reports and the 
preliminary investigation, nei-
ther vehicle had time to take 
evasive maneuvers to avoid 
colliding with each other head 
on at full speed. 

The operator of the mo-
torcycle was identified as 
Joshua Brandes, a 41-year-old 

man who resided in Decatur. 
Upon arrival to the scene, 
Springtown Police officers at-
tempted life-saving measures 
including applying a tourni-
quet to the victim’s leg injury 
and performing CPR until 
medics arrived on scene. 
Despite further attempts at 
life-saving measures by med-
ics at the scene, Brandes was 
pronounced dead at 1:24 
p.m. No other individuals 
were injured in the collision. 

The victim was identi-
fied to be a 13-year veteran 
firefighter with the Irving 
Fire Department as well as a 
Decatur Police Department 
reserve officer. As such, 
his remains were escorted 
by Texas Department of 
Public Safety troopers from 
the scene of the accident 
to downtown Fort Worth. 
Agencies along the route 
were notified and several 
made a presence along the 
route out of respect for a fall-
en fellow first responder. 

“Any loss of life which is 
the result of a motor vehicle 
accident is tragic, but when 
the victim is a fellow first 
responder, it is especially im-
pactful for all first responders 

who are involved with work-
ing the scene and investigat-
ing the accident,” Springtown 
City Administrator and 
Director of Public Safety 
David Miller said in the press 
release. “Our hearts remain 
heavy for his loved ones as 
well as those he served be-
side at both the Irving Fire 
Department and the Decatur 
Police Department as they 
mourn the shocking loss of 
one of their own.” 

Following the accident, FM 
51 remained closed from 
1:15 p.m. to 4:10 p.m. be-
tween State Highway 199 and 
Browder Lane to allow for the 
preliminary investigation to 
take place. This closure did 
require the rerouting of some 
Springtown Independent 
School District school buses 
following the afternoon re-
lease from local campuses. 

“The Springtown Police 
Department wishes to ex-
press it gratitude to the 
Springtown ISD for proactive-
ly working with city officials 
to reroute as many buses as 
possible around the accident 
scene and highway closure,” 
Springtown Deputy Chief of 
Police Jamie Oliver said in the 
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Joshua Brandes
press release. 

In addition to the 
Springtown Police 
Department, other agencies 
who responded to the ac-
cident included the Parker 
County Sheriff’s Office, the 
Texas Department of Public 
Safety, LifeCare Emergency 
Medical Services and Parker 
County Emergency Services 
District 1. 

It is important to note and 
understand that at the time 
the press release was issued, 
only information from the 
preliminary investigation and 
eyewitness statements was 
available. As the investigation 
continues, if additional infor-
mation or contributing fac-
tors are identified, additional 
press releases may be issued 
as appropriate.

COURTESY AZLE ISD

Azle ISD collected more than 
4,800 pounds of food for 2022’s 
Fill the Pantry challenge.

etables, beans, pasta, sauce, 
rice, peanut butter and jelly, 
soups and cereals, as well as 
proteins like chicken, pork, 
beef and fish are some of 
the food pantry’s biggest 
needs currently. In lieu of 
canned goods, the CCC said 
a monetary donation of $20 

PANTRY
FROM PAGE A1

will allow them to purchase 
125 pounds of food. This 
community-wide food drive 
runs from Oct. 1 to Oct. 25. 
Donations for Fill the Pantry 
can be dropped off at the Tri-
County Reporter office, 321 
W. Main St., The Porch Resale 
Shoppe, Azle Memorial 
Library, Brace Chiropractic, 
Pinnacle Bank and at The 
FeedLot farmers market 
Oct. 19. Director of the CCC, 
Kristie Cooper, said the drive 
was off to a slow start, but 
she hopes to see it soon gain 
more steam on social media. 

“The Annual Fill the Pantry 
Challenge was designed to 

unite our community in a fun 
and friendly way, all while 
supporting the mission of the 
Community Caring Center,” 
Cooper said in an email to 
the Tri-County Reporter. “We 
encourage local businesses 
and organizations to chal-
lenge their neighbors in a 
lighthearted competition to 
see who can collect the most 
and help Fill the Pantry. For 
instance, Azle Junior High 
has joined in with a seventh 
grade versus eighth grade 
contest.  Pinnacle Bank is the 
reigning champ and we’re ex-
cited to see who will claim the 
title this year!”
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The generalities of politics and the deficiency of specifics

Sam Houston is the publisher of the Hood County News. 
He is also an actor, author, playwright, performer and 
entertainment producer/promoter.
sam@hcnews.com | 817-573-7066, ext. 260

FROM MY FRONT PORCH
By Sam Houston

In today’s political land-
scape, voters are inundated 
with a plethora of promises 
and proposals from candi-
dates vying for their support. 
Yet, despite all the fervent 
rhetoric and the impassioned 
speeches identifying all that 
is wrong with the world, a 
striking trend emerges: politi-
cians often remain conspicu-
ously vague when it comes to 
the specifics of their policies.

Political generalities mani-
fest in the form of broad 
statements, slogans and 
aspirational language that 
resonate with the electorate. 
Phrases like “change we can 
believe in,” “better together,” 
or “a brighter future” exem-
plify how politicians often 
package complex ideas into 
digestible and emotionally 
appealing soundbites. These 

generalities serve several 
purposes: they unify diverse 
groups under a common ban-
ner, simplify complex issues, 
and create a sense of hope or 
urgency.

While generalities can mo-
bilize support and inspire 
action, they often lack the 
“meat” required for substan-
tive policy discussions. In a 
world where issues like cli-
mate change, healthcare, the 
southern border and econom-
ic inequality require thought-
ful approaches, generalities 
can lead to a disconnect be-

tween voter expectations and 
political realities. I imagine 
that if solving national and 
international issues is as sim-
ple as coming up with a five- 
or six-word phrase, the issues 
between Israel and Hamas 
would have been solved gen-
erations ago. These problems 
are complex, and it will take 
serious, complex discussions 
and actions to solve them.

Most people in our country 
believe there is a problem at 
our southern border. It has 
been a problem for more than 
30 years, and the problem 

keeps growing. Over those 
30 years, there is plenty of 
blame to pass around for the 
situation that exists. What 
would be appealing to hear 
is a candidate who offers a 
concrete, well-thought-out 
course of political action 
that will result in a solution. 
Imagine, instead of only iden-
tifying a problem and blam-
ing someone, spelling out 
a specific plan to solve the 
problem!

To be clear, I am not sug-
gesting or promoting one po-
litical party or one candidate 
over the other. Seems like 
both candidates have had a 
chance to fix the border prob-
lem and neither one has done 
it. In fact, the problem has 
just gotten worse through 
the past two administrations. 
People no longer want prom-

ises, slogans or threats, they 
want specifics about a course 
of action which will stop il-
legal immigration. Mr. or Mrs. 
Candidate, tell me what your 
thoughts are so I can vote 
for the person who pres-
ents the best plan — not the 
person who makes the most 
promises.

Why do politicians avoid 
the specifics? Politicians op-
erate within a highly competi-
tive environment where ap-
pealing to the broadest base 
is crucial. Specifics can alien-
ate certain voter segments, 
while generalities provide a 
safer, more inclusive plat-
form. By avoiding detailed 
commitments, politicians can 
appeal to a wider audience, 
leaving room for interpreta-
tion and adaptation based on 
shifting public sentiments. 

In other words, in a quickly 
changing world, it allows pol-
iticians wiggle room to move 
as the wind blows to garner 
the most votes. It would seem 
for today’s candidates, the 
goal is not to solve the prob-
lem, it is to win the election.

Face the problem, work the 
problem, solve the problem. 
Whatever you do, stop talk-
ing about the problem while 
offering only generalities as 
a solution or playing to an 
audience.

Ya think this is why we are 
in the shape we are in?

Thought for the day: 
Solving problems does not 
seem to be the number one 
goal of today’s politicians, 
the priority is getting elected 
and re-elected.

Until next time … I will 
keep ridin’ the storm out!

Azle FFA: 90 years of agricultural education and leadership

Jack DeShazo has decades of experience in the 
agriculture �eld.

AZLE FFA
By Jack DeShazo

Wow! The first month-and-
a-half of the 2024-25 Azle 
ISD school year is already in 
the books; one-sixth of the 
school year is complete. My 
parents must have been right 
when they told me the older 
you get the faster time goes. 
I don’t know what happened, 
but seriously, time DID NOT 
pass that fast during my 
years as an Azle ISD student 
way back in the 1960s and 
‘70s. Maybe it was the fault of 
the official time smith at the 
U.S. Naval Observatory dur-
ing one of the Daylight Saving 
Time changing-of-the-clocks. 
I don’t know how or why but 
time moves faster now than 
it did when I was in school. 
With all that being said, my 
point is that school and class-
es are happening now and 
hopefully both teachers and 
students have gotten into the 
pattern of the school day.

While we are talking about 
school and since this article 
is about Future Farmers 
of America, let’s talk FFA. 
Ninety years ago, the Azle 
FFA Chapter was established. 
Imagine it’s 1935, the middle 

of the Great Depression, and 
Azle High School boys are 
talking about the new vo-
cational agriculture class-
es being offered — classes 
about agriculture including 
farming, ranching, livestock, 
crops, mechanics, etc. Maybe 
they heard about it from 
friends attending nearby lo-
cal schools that also offered 
these classes in vocational ag-
riculture. This was a nation-
wide movement originating 
with the Smith-Hughes Act of 
1917 authorizing the teach-
ing of agriculture in public 
schools.

The popularity of high 
school agriculture classes 
snowballed and by 1928 a 
group of 33 delegates from 
18 states met in Kansas City, 
Missouri to form a nation-
wide youth organization for 
those students; the Future 

Farmers of America was 
formed. By 1929 the orga-
nization had grown to more 
than 30,000 members repre-
senting 1,500 schools in 33 
states. As the saying goes, 
“the rest is history.” Today 
there are 9,235 chapters 
with more than one million 
members in all 50 states 
plus Puerto Rico and the U.S. 
Virgin Islands. Many people 
would say that was nearly a 
century ago when the U.S.A. 
was a more agrarian society, 
with more than 65 million 
people living in rural America 
— more than 50% of the 
population.

Azle was a much smaller 
town than it is today, con-
sisting of 700-800 people. 
The citizens of the area were 
much more dependent on 
agriculture as a means of 
survival and making a living. 

Obviously Azle and the U.S.A. 
have changed; with less than 
2% of the U.S. population in-
volved in agriculture, a com-
mon thought might be that 
the popularity of high school 
agriculture programs and the 
FFA has withered on the vine.

Au contraire, ladies and 
gentlemen! One way we will 
observe the 90th year of the 
existence of the Azle FFA 
Chapter will be spending a 
little time here visiting about 
the ever-changing high school 
agriculture program and the 
FFA organization. Also, with 
each Azle FFA news article we 
will also highlight one of Azle 
FFA’s former members.

Harold Ray Wright, a for-
mer Azle FFA member from 
the 1950s era, is the man 
of the hour for this issue. 
Wright was a member of the 
Claude Wright family who 
raised dairy cattle and pro-
duced milk for the multi-
tudes in Azle and the North 
Fort Worth area. He grew up 
in the Silver Creek area of 
Azle and eventually, with his 
wife Dot and their three chil-
dren, owned, managed and 

milked a herd of more than 
100 Holstein dairy cows. At 
the time, 45 pounds of milk 
produced per cow per day 
was the production goal. In 
the dairy business, milk is 
measured in pounds; when 
the consumer purchases 
it in the grocery story, it’s 
measured in gallons. Think 
about this for just a minute: 
45 pounds of milk per day 
for 100 head of cows with ev-
ery gallon of milk weighing a 
little over 8 pounds, is nearly 
565 gallons of milk every day. 
That’s a lot of milk! The milk 
was pumped into a stainless-
steel chilling tank, picked up 
by the milk truck and trans-
ported to a creamery in Fort 
Worth.

Hopefully you noticed I 
stated “managing” as a part 
of being a dairy family. Cows 
have to be fed, maintained, 
kept healthy, milked, etc., etc. 
daily. A full-time job, there 
are very few vacations when 
you are in the dairy business. 
To quote Mr. and Mrs. Wright, 
“You have to love what you 
do. It was never a job, it’s 
just what you like doing.” Mr. 

Wright was one of several 
siblings who continued with 
their own dairy business after 
having grown up in it.

At that time, there were 
more than 250 dairies in 
Parker County, and person-
ally I miss driving the roads 
of the county and hearing 
the sounds of dairy farms 
— vacuum pumps running, 
cows and calves bawling, 
metal gates clanging shut, 
tractors running, etc. Wright 
credits Azle High School’s 
agriculture program and FFA 
experiences as being a part 
of his success. Obviously, 
Wright was a success in his 
high school FFA experienc-
es. He earned the American 
Farmer Degree, the highest 
degree of FFA membership, 
which is awarded nationally 
to only one-half of 1% of all 
FFA members. He and young-
est son Ricky were the first 
father and son to earn the 
American Farmer Degree in 
the Azle Chapter. 

Harold Ray Wright and his 
family are just one of many, 
many Azle FFA success 
stories.

Turning your insecurities into superpowers
MICKY SHEARON
Special to the Tri-County Reporter

We all have insecurities. 
They creep into our minds 
when we least expect them, 
whispering doubts and high-
lighting our weaknesses. But 
what if, instead of letting 
these insecurities hold us 
back, we could turn them into 
sources of strength, motiva-
tion and even inspiration?

This might sound far-
fetched, but it’s entirely pos-
sible — and the benefits can 
be life-changing. Below are 
four practical strategies to 
help you reframe your in-
securities and use them as 
fuel for personal growth and 
empowerment. Whether it’s 
through sharing your story, 
helping others or express-
ing yourself creatively, these 
methods can help you tap 
into your hidden potential.

1. SHARE YOUR STRUGGLES 
— YOU’RE NOT ALONE

Let’s be real — everyone 
deals with insecurities. From 
body image to imposter syn-
drome, there’s not a single 
person who hasn’t experi-
enced self-doubt. While it’s 
easy to feel isolated in these 
struggles, the truth is many 
people feel the same way. 
One powerful way to break 

the isolation is by sharing 
your insecurities.

Opening up about your 
fears and vulnerabilities, 
even if it’s anonymously, cre-
ates a sense of community. 
You realize you’re not alone 
in your struggles, and sud-
denly, the weight you’ve been 
carrying feels a little lighter. 
It could be as simple as join-
ing an online support group, 
writing a blog, or talking to a 
close friend. By being vulner-
able, you give others permis-
sion to do the same, creat-
ing solidarity and reducing 
the shame attached to your 
insecurities.

Pro Tip: Start small! If it 
feels overwhelming to share 
your struggles with others, 
consider writing them down 
in a journal or posting them 
anonymously on a supportive 
forum. You might be sur-
prised by how much better 
you feel.

2. BE THE MENTOR YOU 
NEEDED

One of the most empower-
ing ways to transform your 
insecurities is by mentoring 
someone else. Whether it’s a 
younger sibling, a coworker, 

or a teen going through a 
similar experience, offering 
guidance to others helps both 
parties grow.

Think back to a time when 
you were struggling with in-
security. How helpful would 
it have been to have some-
one tell you it was okay, that 
they had been through it too? 
By becoming that person 
for someone else, you’ll not 
only help them, you’ll also 
gain perspective on your own 
journey. You might find that 
by advising others, you also 
end up teaching yourself.

Mentoring is about build-
ing a bridge between your 
past experiences and some-
one else’s current challenges. 
It creates a loop of positive 
reinforcement where both 
people walk away stronger 
and more confident.

Pro Tip: You don’t need to 
be an expert to mentor some-
one — just being there and 
listening can make a huge 
difference.

3. EMBRACE VULNERABILITY 
AS BRAVERY

We often think of bravery 
as the absence of fear, but in 
reality, true courage involves 

confronting our fears head-
on. Insecurity thrives on 
silence, but the moment you 
choose to face it with vulner-
ability, you break its hold on 
you.

Take my friend Debbie, 
for example. Debbie always 
dreamed of being on stage, 
but a painful memory kept 
her from pursuing that pas-
sion for over 40 years. As 
a little girl in elementary 
school, she auditioned for 
a part in her school play. At 
the time, she had a slight lisp, 
and as soon as she began 
reading her lines, a few of the 
other kids started making fun 
of her. Mortified, Debbie ran 
off the stage, vowing never to 
try again.

The embarrassment stuck 
with her for decades, making 
her feel unworthy and fear-
ful of judgment. But recently, 
with the support of her hus-
band and friends, Debbie de-
cided it was time to confront 
her fear. She auditioned for 
a local theatre production — 
an act of immense bravery. 
To her delight, she not only 
faced her childhood insecu-
rity but also landed the role 
she auditioned for. Debbie’s 

story shows that embracing 
vulnerability, though scary, 
can lead to incredible per-
sonal triumph and newfound 
confidence.

Pro Tip: Challenge your-
self to view vulnerability not 
as something to avoid, but 
as an essential step toward 
growth. Whether it’s through 
talking to a loved one or 
sharing a personal story, see 
it as an opportunity to be 
courageous.

4. GET CREATIVE—CHANNEL 
YOUR INSECURITIES

Insecurities are often root-
ed in emotions — fear, anxi-
ety, shame — that can feel 
overwhelming. But instead of 
letting those emotions weigh 
you down, why not channel 
them into something cre-
ative? Whether it’s painting, 
writing, dancing, acting or 
even something more con-
ventional like gardening or 
cooking, finding a creative 
outlet can be a game-changer.

Creativity is a powerful tool 
for self-expression. It allows 
you to process your insecuri-
ties productively, transform-
ing negative feelings into 
something tangible and beau-
tiful. Think about it: some of 
the world’s greatest art, mu-
sic and literature were born 

from the artists’ insecurities 
and struggles. When you ex-
press yourself creatively, you 
reclaim your narrative and 
shift the focus from what’s 
“wrong” with you to what’s 
unique about you.

Pro Tip: Not sure where to 
start? Try journaling about 
your insecurities for just 10 
minutes a day or pick up a 
paintbrush and express your 
feelings through color. The 
important thing is to let your 
emotions flow.

EMBRACE YOUR INSECURITIES 
AS TOOLS FOR GROWTH

Insecurities aren’t fun, 
but they don’t have to hold 
you back. By sharing your 
struggles, mentoring others, 
embracing vulnerability and 
channeling your emotions 
into creative outlets, you can 
turn your insecurities into 
a source of inspiration and 
empowerment.

The next time self-doubt 
creeps in, remember that you 
have the power to flip the 
script. Every insecurity is an 
opportunity for growth, con-
nection and self-discovery. 
All you need to do is take the 
first step.

4 empowering ways to flip the script
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HOGLE
INSURANCE 

GROUP

HOGLEINSURANCE.COM

“OUR BEST POLICY IS PERSONAL SERVICE”

817-444-6389SHAYE HOGLE HOGYE HOGLE

Farm & Ranch
Albracht Harwood Agency Inc.

Springtown | Grapevine
(817) 220-4700
ahainsured.com CALL FOR A QUOTE TODAY!

Amy Kaplan ChFC CLU, Agent

813 E. Hwy 199, Springtown, TX

817-220-5222
amykaplaninsurance.com

Voted #1 Insurance Agency In Azle

Haley Carter

408 Boyd Ct., Azle • 817-444-1100
HaleyCarter.com

• Auto
• Homeowners
• Renters

• Pet Insurance
• Life
• Business         

Haley Carter

408 Boyd Ct., Azle • 

• Auto
• Homeowners
• Renters

AUTHORIZED AGENT

Kaye Burtnett & Vanessa Roberson

905 E. Hwy. 199 Springtown, TX 76082

HOME • AUTO • FARM • LIFE

Protecting Texans, Prioritizing customer service

Thank you for voting us
Best Insurance Agency 2021

AZLE & SPRINGTOWN
Insurance Directory

Dale Mares,
AAMS BIG SAVINGS
MARES INSURANCE GROUP INC
208 W. MAIN, AZLE • 817-444-1491
dalemares@allstate.com
Insurance and coverages subject to terms, qualifications and availability. 
Allstate Vehicle and Property Insurance Co. Allstate Fire and Casualty 
Insurance Co. Northbrook, Ilinois 2010 Allstate Insurance Co.

‘Beautiful souls’
Families remember young girls, man who died
in wreck during Memorial Day weekend

MADELYN EDWARDS
springtownreporter@tricountyreporter.com

SPRINGTOWN — In late 
May, Springtown resident 
Bryce Reed started preparing 
steaks in anticipation of his 
father-in-law coming home 
after being in rehab for his 
knee, accompanied by his 
wife and daughter.

His family never made it 
home for dinner. Reed knew 
the situation was dire when 
he received word that his wife 
was in surgery, but nothing 
was said about his daughter, 
her friend or his father-in-law 
who were in the car with his 
wife.

The girls, 9-year-olds 
Londyn Hargis and Bailey 
Reed, and Bryce Reed’s 
father-in-law, 66-year-old 
Gregory Schilb, died that 
day in a wrong way wreck 
on Farm-to-Market Road 51 
south of Friendship Road. A 
white Subaru Legacy, driven 
by Kathryn Lain, 29 of Boyd, 
travelled into the wrong lane 
on FM 51 and collided head-
on with the black Ford F-150 
carrying Autumn and Bailey 
Reed, Londyn and Schilb. Lain 
also died in the wreck.

Autumn Reed, the sole 
survivor and Goshen Creek 
Elementary School teacher, 
stayed in the hospital until 
early July and had multiple 
surgeries. She plans to have 
a reconstructive operation as 
well in the future.

After hearing about his 
wife, Bryce Reed said he was 
calling his pastor and father, 
but neither were picking up 
the phone.

“I just kept praying, ‘God, 
give me somebody. I need 
somebody there with me,’” 
Bryce Reed said. “I knew I 
wasn’t going to handle it 
well.”

Sure enough, Springtown 
people packed a whole floor 
at the hospital, which was a 
sign to Reed of an answered 
prayer.

“I couldn’t walk 3 feet with-
out running into somebody 
that was there for me that I 
knew,” Bryce Reed said.

Following the tragedy, the 
Springtown community has 
continued showing up to sup-
port the families involved in 
the wreck. People donated to 
the Reed and Hargis fami-
lies, coordinated a meal train 
and held a prayer rally at 
Springtown High School.

Shawn Hargis, grandmoth-
er of Londyn, specifically 
praised David Hart and his 
company Hart HVAC, who 
paid for both girls’ funerals. 

“They went way and be-
yond that I would have never 
dreamed in a million years,” 
Hargis said about the com-
munity’s support.

Both Bailey and Londyn 
were fourth graders at 
Goshen Creek Elementary 
School. Hargis raised Londyn 
and her brother since they 
were young, 2 and 4 years old 
respectively.

“She was the life of the 
party,” Hargis said about 
Londyn. “She was so sweet. 
She loved singing.”

Hargis and the Reeds both 
pointed out the girls’ faith 
and spiritual side.

“They were good kids,” 

Hargis said. “Both of them 
were very beautiful souls.”

Bryce Reed said Bailey 
loved Jesus and was very ac-
tive in her faith.

“Anytime there was some-
thing with church going on, 
she wanted to be there,” he 
said.

Autumn Reed recalled 
Bailey and Londyn writing 
messages of love to God and 
Jesus and how sharp her fa-
ther, Schilb, was at the last 
Bible study she took him to.

“He just knew the Word, 
and Bailey knew the Word. 
She believed in Jesus,” 
Autumn Reed said. “I want 
people to remember how 
kindhearted they are. They 
are still.” 

Bryce Reed said he didn’t 
know Schilb very well until 
his father-in-law moved in 
with him and his family a few 
years go. In retrospect, he de-
scribed Schilb as caring, giv-
ing and thoughtful, someone 
who really touched his life.

“He’ll never know what he 
meant to me,” Bryce Reed 
said.

Londyn loved her friends 
like Bailey, her teachers, ani-
mals and church, Hargis said.

“I never went to the school 
that they didn’t just hug her,” 
Hargis said. “She ran to them 
and jumped in their lap.”

Hargis also described 
Londyn as a peacekeeper of 
sorts, someone who dis-
couraged conflict in favor of 
friendliness.

“She never found any 
wrong in anybody,” Hargis 
said. “If anybody was upset 
with anybody, she would al-

ways say, ‘Don’t be mad.’ If 
you said anything negative, 
she would correct that. She 
believed in God all the way.”

Hargis remarked that Bailey 
was very respectful and re-
membered how the Reeds let 
Londyn stay with them for a 
few days when Hargis’ moth-
er had an aneurysm. 

Bailey also enjoyed playing 

softball with her team, Bryce 
Reed said. She loved her fam-
ily and a had special bond 
with Londyn.

“It’s fitting that they went 
home together,” he said. “I’m 
just glad they weren’t alone.”

Hargis said she had 
planned a cruise for her fam-
ily, something Londyn was 
looking forward to, but she 

couldn’t bring herself to go 
on the trip after her grand-
daughter died.

Autumn Reed also has a 
message for motorists fol-
lowing the tragedy: “I tell 
everybody to slow down and 
pay attention. If you’re feel-
ing emotional, don’t drive. 
Ask somebody to drive you.”

PHOTO COURTESY SHAWN HARGIS’ FACEBOOK PAGE

Bailey Reed and Londyn Hargis

Music festival slated in Springtown to
benefit AUsome Allen Foundation
STAFF REPORTS

SPRINGTOWN — Wanna 
Folk Festival, a new two-day 
music festival, is set to debut 
in Springtown in October at 
the historic Tabernacle, ac-
cording to a press release 
submitted to The Tri-County 
Reporter.

The festival will feature 
a diverse lineup of perfor-
mances, community activi-
ties and opportunities for 
music enthusiasts to engage 

and learn. The event kicks off 
Friday, Oct. 18 and continues 
on Saturday, Oct. 19.

This inaugural festival will 
benefit the AUsome Allen 
Foundation, and all pro-
ceeds will go to support its 
work. The AUsome Allen 
Foundation is a nonprofit or-
ganization in Weatherford fo-
cused on advocating for and 
supporting individuals with 
autism and their families. 
Founded by Erica Howell, the 
foundation provides resourc-

es, education and community 
programs to help individu-
als with autism lead fulfilling 
lives.

Wanna Folk Festival will 
include performances by lo-
cal and regional artists, the 
Parker County Pickers guitar 
circle and a songwriter con-
test offering cash prizes for 
the best original song and 
best performance. Attendees 
can also participate in a va-
riety of music workshops 
designed to educate and 

inspire.
Howell shared her enthu-

siasm about the partnership 
with Wanna Folk Festival.

“We are thrilled to be the 
beneficiary of the very first 
Wanna Folk music festival,” 
Howell said in a press release. 
“The support from this event 
will greatly enhance our abil-
ity to provide crucial resourc-
es and support to individuals 
with autism and their fami-
lies. Music has an extraordi-
nary ability to unite people, 

and we are deeply honored 
to be part of this incredible 
community event.”

Wanna Folk Festival 
spokesperson Phil Coomer 
also expressed his excitement 
for the festival’s debut.

“Wanna Folk is about bring-
ing people together through 
the universal language of 
music, while also mak-
ing a meaningful impact in 
our community,” Coomer 
said in the press release. 
“We’re proud to support the 

AUsome Allen Foundation 
and look forward to creating 
a memorable experience for 
everyone who attends. This 
festival is just the beginning 
of what we hope will be an 
annual celebration of music, 
creativity, and community 
spirit.”

For more information, 
find Wanna Folk Festival on 
Facebook.
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Doctors on the medical sta�s practice independently and are not employees or agents of 
Texas Health hospitals or Texas Health Resources. © 2024 Texas Health Resources

We know it can be tough to take a break from caring for everyone 

else. Today, take a little time to care for YOU. At Texas Health Azle, 

we make it easy to make time for your mammogram. With flexible 

appointment times, getting your mammogram is more convenient 

than ever. Most appointments last 30 minutes or less, even with 

3D mammograms. Schedule your mammogram at Texas Health 

Azle today.

Mammograms that fit into your busy schedule.

You’re important.

Today, put yourself first.

Call 855-821-4034 or scan the
QR code to schedule.

TexasHealth.org/BreastCare

HELP US FILL THE PANTRY

317 Commerce Street, Azle TX 76020
communitycaringcenter.com

(817) 270-2962
With your help we can continue to make a di�erence for so 

many in our community.  Please donate today!

This holiday season, we’re shi�ing our focus to make an even greater 
impact in our community. Rather than assembling Christmas boxes, we’ll 
be redirecting those resources—both funds and volunteer hours—to-
ward our ongoing e�orts to  ght food insecurity.
In August alone, our food pantry served a record number of fami-
lies—1,804, marking a 33% increase from the previous year. The costs 
of purchasing, assembling, and storing 1,800 Christmas boxes would 
reduce our ability to serve those who rely on us regularly. By refocusing, 
we can continue to meet the growing demand and provide essential sup-
plies year-round.
With your support, we can provide items that families of all cultures can 
enjoy throughout the year, such as canned vegetables, beans, pasta, 
rice, and proteins like chicken, pork, beef, and  sh. These staples can 
be used in both traditional holiday meals and everyday dishes, allowing 
families to celebrate in their own special way.
Our hope is not to diminish the joy of the season, but to ensure families 
have the resources they need to create meaningful meals every day.
As we continue to work toward this goal, we’re excited to announce the 
3rd Annual Fill the Pantry Challenge, hosted by the Tri-County Reporter. 
This community-wide food drive runs from October 1st to October 25th 
and encourages local organizations to compete in donating the most 
food to our pantry. The donations will help us prepare for the increased 
demand around the holidays, when many fami-
lies turn to us for assistance.
The holiday season o�en brings heightened 
need, and your support is more important than 
ever. Together, we can make a lasting di�erence 
in the lives of those who need it most. Thank 
you for standing with us as we continue to serve 
our community!

years; it’s been performing at 
Bullfrog West Fest since the 
beginning.

The event was from 3-9 
p.m. with the rodeo show 
starting at 7:30 p.m. and the 
kids’ mutton busting started 
at 5 p.m. Mutton busting is 
where kids ride the backs of 
sheep and try to stay on as 
long as possible.

WEST
FROM PAGE A1

JOLEE SKINNER | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

Kids participate in the mutton busting portion of the rodeo show. 

A family walks around the Bullfrog West Fest. Kim Ware and Lora Paschal represented the Tri-County Reporter at the 12th annual Bullfrog West Fest. 
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Perry Joseph Arnspiger
1937-2024

Perry Joseph Arnspiger 
passed away peacefully 
Sept. 28, 2024, at the age of 
87, surrounded by family. 
Born in a log cabin in Caney, 
Oklahoma, to Clifton and 
Lorene Arnspiger, he was the 
oldest of five children. Perry 
was defined by his unwaver-
ing faith in God and devotion 
to family and country. He 
lived his life with honor, navi-
gating all things with a quiet, 
calm and kind demeanor that 
was contagious, reassuring 
and steadfast. His relation-
ship with the Lord was a 
cornerstone of his life, and 
his devotion to his faith was 
evident through his words, 
actions and his smile.

A service honoring Perry’s 
life was held at Northwest 
Bible Church, 5025 Jacksboro 
Highway in Fort Worth, 
Thursday, Oct. 3. Visitation 
was at 1 p.m., followed by a 
celebration of life at 2 p.m.

In lieu of flowers, do-
nations may be made to 
Northwest Bible Church or 
The Gideons International.

He was preceded in death 
by his parents and his broth-
er, Clifton Arnspiger Jr.

Perry is survived by his be-
loved wife of 65 years, Sandra 
Arnspiger, daughter Kelley 
Haas and her husband Tony; 
son, John Arnspiger; daugh-
ter Jo Ellen Clinton and her 
husband Jimmy; nine grand-
children; 15 great-grandchil-
dren; sister Sue Warren and 
her husband Jack; brother 
Charles Arnspiger and his 
wife Sharon; sister Mariann 
Arnspiger; sister-in-law Moria 
Carrey Arnspiger; and a mul-
titude of extended family and 
friends who will forever hold 
his memory dear.
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Susan K. Bryan
1945-2024

Susan K. Bryan, beloved 
wife, mother and grand-
mother, greeted her Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ Oct. 4, 
2024.

A memorial service will 
be Oct. 12 at Silver Creek 
Baptist Church in Azle, with 
cremation to follow. Susan 
was born Nov. 11, 1945, 
on Veterans Day, in Binger, 
Oklahoma to Jerry Dewey 
Thompson and Willie Mae 
Hudspeth.

Susan grew up in Fort 
Worth, went to public schools 
and graduated in 1964 from 
Carter River Side High School 
in Fort Worth, where she met 
Donald Cecil, a retail gro-
cery manager. They married 
and produced two wonder-
ful children, Jimmy Cecil and 
Julie Cecil. Susan and Don 
divorced, and in 1996, Susan 
met and married Joseph 
Bryan while both worked at 
the United States Post Office. 
Susan and Joe loved travel-
ing, moreover, sea cruising.

Joe and Susan were faith-
ful members of Silver Creek 
Baptist Church in Azle, where 
Susan was incredibly selfless 
and generous with her time 
and always eager to give back 
to the community. She was an 
active member of her church 
for many years as a volunteer 

for local nursing and assisted 
living homes. A gifted pianist 
and music teacher, Susan 
also loved to read, and she 
instilled the love of books in 
her children and friends.

She is survived by her 
husband, Joseph L. Bryan; 
stepson Joseph L. Bryan 
Jr.; grandson, Asher Bryan; 
daughter, Julie Cecil; grand-
children, Julian Cecil, 
Madison and Katlyn Cecil. 
The family would like to of-
fer special thanks to Silver 
Creek Baptist Church and 
Azle Masonic Lodge, as well 
as many friends who offered 
love and support in Susan’s 
untimely passing.
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Gary Wayne Rogers
1959-2024

Gary Wayne Rogers, 65, 
of Emory, passed away 
Thursday, Oct. 3, 2024.

A memorial service will be 
held at a later date.

The family requests no 
flowers, but to always keep 
his memory close in your 
heart.

Gary was born July 21, 
1959, in San Angelo, to John 
Rogers of Granbury, and 
Shirley Penn of Azle.

He attended elementary 
school in Burleson, and ju-
nior high and high school in 
Euless.

He started his young life as 
a machinist, then entered the 
trucking business in his later 
years.

He will be very loved and 
missed by all his family and 
many friends.

Fishing was his pastime 
throughout his life.

He was preceded in death 

by his father, John Rogers of 
Granbury, and his brother, 
Randy Rogers of Fort Worth.

Survivors include his 
mother, Shirley Penn of Azle; 
brother, Johnny Rogers of 
Briar; and numerous aunts, 
uncles and cousins.
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Janelle K. Johnson
1952-2024

Janelle K. (Carter) Johnson, 
72, entered her heavenly 
home Monday evening, Sept. 
30, 2024, at her home in Azle.

A graveside service will be 
at 11 a.m., Monday, Oct. 14, 
at Ash Creek Cemetery.

Jan was born June 26, 1952, 
and was the daughter of W.A. 
and Nell Carter, granddaugh-
ter of Atlas and Beatrice 
Carter of Azle. She cared 
deeply for her family heritage 
and Azle community. Mrs. 
Johnson was a well-loved 
math teacher at AHS. Her stu-
dents remember her fondly, 
and many have credited her 
with their love for learning. 
They also say how she made 
them feel cared for. She led 
the PALs group and coordi-
nated the Angel Tree ministry 
for many years. Jan loved to 
paint, sew, tend her plants, 
and spend quality time with 
her loved ones. The roles 

she treasured most were 
“Grandma” and “Mom.”

She is survived by her car-
ing husband of 54 years, Billy; 
daughters Keri Armentrout 
and Kacee Perez; seven 
grandchildren, and a host of 
devoted family and friends.

The Tri-County Reporter, 
Thursday October 10, 2024

Darrel Earp
1942-2024

Darrel Earp, 82, of Azle, 
passed peacefully at home 
Sept. 30, 2024, into the loving 
arms of his loved ones wait-
ing at heaven’s gate. He was 
surrounded by his wife June 
and family.

Darrel was born Jan. 17, 
1942 in Brownwood the only 
child of father Jack Darrel 
Earp and mother Carmelita 
Goates Earp.

He is preceded in death by 
father Jack Earp and mother 
Carmelita; his beloved grand-
son Toby Scott Earp; his uncle 
Fred Firth Sr. and wife Doris 
(Auntie); cousin Fred Firth 
Jr.; and his loving Goates 
grandparents.

Darrel was married to his 
wife, June Earp of Azle, for 45 
years. They lived in Azle for 
33 years.

Darrel’s love and talent for 
drawing in his early school 
years led him to a career as 
an accomplished structural 
detailer/engineer. But his 
greatest love was playing mu-
sic. He mastered the drums 
at an early age and later was 
sought after by numerous 
acts. He traveled from Texas 
to California to Las Vegas but 
his heart was always in Texas 
where he eventually returned.

Darrel is survived by his 
wife June Earp of Azle; sons 

Steven Johnson and Scotty 
Earp; nephews Michael 
Denison and wife Dacia and 
two sons of Frisco, and Chad 
Firth of Brownwood; grand-
sons Chase Johnson, Tony 
Ryan Hill and Laythen Bryce 
Johnson; beloved grand-
daughters Paislee “Gracie” 
Madden and Payton Elizabeth 
Christiansen; cousins Chris 
Firth and wife Vikki of 
Brownwood, Craig Firth of 
California and Larry Goates 
of Fort Worth.

Darrel’s sense of humor al-
ways made him the life of the 
party and he was dearly loved 
by all who knew him.

If there’s a band in heaven, 
he’s the one on the drums.

A church alive is worth the drive! For more information or rates on listing your church, call Jessica at 817-270-3340

THE ABBEY CHURCH
Pastor: Paul Brownback

10400 Jacksboro Hwy 817-238-1404 
www.TheAbbeyChurch.com

Morning Worship...........................10:30 AM
Community Groups ............... Various Times

ASH CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor: Dr. G. Wesley Shotwell

300 South Stewart St. 817-444-3219
www.ashcreekbc.org

Sunday School................................9:30 AM
Contemporary Worship-TMP .........10:45 AM
Traditional Worship ......................10:45 AM
Evening Worship/Youth Refuge........6:00 PM
Wednesday Evening........................6:15 PM

AZLE FIRST ASSEMBLY of GOD
Rev. Joshua Lowrance

1020 S.E. Parkway, Azle 817-237-4903
Sunday School................................9:30 AM
Morning Worship...........................10:30 AM
Wednesday Evening........................7:00 PM
COMMUNITY BIBLE FELLOWSHIP CHURCH

Pastor - Alton Davis 817-521-4510
cbfazle.org

1405 Reynolds Rd., Azle
Directions: 730 N. to 1542 .5 mi. right 

on Cardinal, left on Reynolds
Sunday Service.............................11:00 AM
Wednesday Evening........................6:30 PM

AZLE CHRISTIAN CHURCH
DISCIPLES OF CHRIST

Interim Minister Rev. Russell Clark,
Family Life Minister Emerson Braun

117 Church St. • 817-444-3527
Sunday School..............................10:00 AM
Morning Worship...........................11:00 AM

CORNERSTONE COMMUNITY CHURCH
2233 Hwy 199 E., Springtown

817-221-LIFE (5433) 
Sunday Worship Service ...............10:00 AM
Wednesday.....................................7:00 PM

CROSSROADS BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor - Jon Baker

Corner FM 730S & FM 1886 817-755-0279
Transportation Available

Worship Service............................10:30 AM
Wed. Prayer Service........................7:00 PM

THE EDGE CHURCH - AZLE
1313 S.E. Pkwy, Azle 817-237-4822

Missouri Synod
“Love God - Serve Others - Share Jesus”

Traditional Worship .........................9:30 AM
Contemporary Worship..................11:00 AM

FIRST METHODIST CHURCH OF AZLE
Pastor: Rev. Raymond Gilman

200 Church St., Azle 817-444-3323
Morn. Worship ...................8:30 & 10:45 AM
Sunday School...............................9:45  AM
Youth ................5:00 PM Sun & 6:30 PM Wed

GRACEPOINTE CHURCH
4110 E. Hwy 199, Springtown

Pastor: Timothy McKeown
817-221-5683 gracepointesbc.org

Sunday School...............................9:45 am
Sunday Service.............................11:00 AM
Wednesday Bible Study ..................6:00 PM

HOLY TRINITY CATHOLIC CHURCH
800 Highcrest Dr. -  Azle 817-444-3063

Saturday.........................................5:00 PM
Sunday ...........................................9:00 AM
Sunday ...............................11 AM (Spanish)
Daily Mass (M, T, Th, F) ...................8:00 AM
Wednesday Mass Religious ED .......6:30 PM
Confessions ...................................Sat 4 PM

HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH ELCA
4795 E. Hwy 199 - Reno 817-221-HOPE

Follow us on Facebook for streaming services
Sunday School................................9:00 AM
Traditional Service ........................10:00 AM

SOLID ROCK BIBLE CHURCH
591 S. Reno Rd, , Springtown, Texas 76082

Pastor - Bill Gay - 817-304-7443
Coffee and Donuts ..........................9:00 AM
Sunday School................................9:30 AM
Morning Worship...........................10:30 AM

Children’s Church After Music Service
Wed. Prayer Meeting.......................6:30 PM
Wed. Bible Study.............................7:00 PM

LEGACY CHURCH
Assembly of God Church
Pastor: Gary D. Veazey

Hwy. 199 & Jaybird Lane 817-221-2983
Morning Worship................9:15 & 11:00 AM
Kidz Zone...........................9:15 & 11:00 AM
Weds Evening Legacy Group Legacy Youth, Kids 
All Services.....................................7:00 PM
THE RANCH CHRISTIAN COWBOY CHURCH

Pastor: Greg Slankard
7955 Reed Rd., Azle 682-327-7082

www.TheRanchCCC.org
Sunday School 9:30 AM • Worship 10:00 AM

Weds 7:00 pm • Thurs Potluck 6:30 pm
SILVER CREEK METHODIST CHURCH

Pastor: Bill Killough
2200 Church Rd., Azle 817-444-1382

www.silvercreekmc.org
Sunday School 9:30 AM • Worship 10:30 AM

SILVER CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor:  Jay Ditty  

Minister of Music: David Musick
Corner FM 730 S. & Veal Station Rd.

Church 817-444-2325
www.silvercreekbc.org 

Sunday School...............................9:45  AM
Morning Worship...........................10:50 AM
Evening Worship .............................6:00 PM
Wed. Prayer Service........................7:00 PM

THE WORD@LAKESIDE CHURCH OF GOD
9396 FM 1886 Fort Worth, TX 76135

817-237-5500
thewordatlakeside.com

Pastors: Brandon and Kelly Bohannon
Worship Pastor: Christen Moody

Family Life and Young Adult Pastors: Jodie 
and Mark James, Kids Pastor: Katie Pearson, 

Student Pastors: Taylor and Sheridan 
Tomlin, Creative Directors: Logan and Carrie 

Edwards, Connections Coordinators:
Preston and Ashley Larrew

Equip Sunday School
at the WORD ................................ 9:30 AM
Empower Worship
at the WORD .............................. 10:45 AM
Kids at the WORD....................... 10:45 AM
PreK at the WORD ...................... 10:45 AM
Emanate at the WORD 
(Special Needs Ministry) ............ 10:45 AM
Nursery at the WORD ................. 10:45 AM
Young Adults at the WORD ........... 6:00 PM
Wednesdays
Adult Bible Class .......................... 7:00 PM
The WORD Students
(6th-12th grades) ......................... 6:30 PM
Awana Kids at the WORD  ............ 6:30 PM
Life at the WORD Life Groups Various Times

... ATTEND THE CHURCH OF YOUR CHOICE THIS SUNDAY

James R. Plowman
Norma Plowman
913 N. Elm St. 

Weatherford, TX 76086
www.galbreaithpickard.com

1-800-593-2747

817-594-2747 • FAX 817-596-7803

Azle • Springtown • Mineral Wells • Weatherford
817-444-3211 • www.whitesfuneral.com

Our family serving your family since 1908

• Full Service
Funeral Home

• Cremation
Services

• Pre-Need
Plans

Bob White,
Anita White & 
Zack Bellenger

You’re not alone.
If you or someone you know is considering

suicide, please contact the
National Suicide Prevention Hotline 

1-800-273-TALK (8255)
text “STRENGTH” to the

Crisis Text Line at 741-741
or go to SuicidePreventionLifeline.org

To place
an obituary
Call 817-270-3340
or email us at:
info@tricountyreporter.com
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News From Azle City Hall
We welcome your comments or suggestions on information you would like to 
see reported on this page. Please call Azle City Hall, 817-444-2541, or email 
Assistant to the City Manager Susie Hiles at shiles@cityofazle.org.
Until next month……

Scan for more information on what’s 
happening in the City of Azle or 
visit us at www.cityofazle.org.

November 5, 2024 Election
Early Voting     October 21 - November 1 

  Election Day     November 5  
                              
Election information can be found at the following links:
Tarrant County - https://www.tarrantcounty.com/en/elections.html
Parker County - https://www.parkercountytx.com/118/Elections
Texas Secretary of State - https://www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/laws/current-
elections-information.shtml

Make your voice heard - VOTE!
Azle City Hall will close for regular business on Novem-
ber 5 due to the large number of voters on Election Day 
(Azle City Hall is a Parker County polling location). Al-
so, the November 5 Azle City Council meeting is can-
celled. All other city facilities will be open regular busi-
ness hours.

Azle Memorial Library News and Free Events
333 W Main St, Azle, TX 76020 

817-752-2682  -  www.azlelibrary.org  -  facebook.com/azlelibrary

Fall Food Drive
The Azle Library is collecting canned goods, mac & cheese, cereal and 
other non-perishable foods this October to help fill the shelves at the Com-
munity Caring Center. All food will be distributed to area folks in need. 
Drop off your donations any time during library hours through October 29. 

Trunk-or-Treat Early Closure:
The Library will be closing at 2:30pm on Saturday, 10/26, due to Trunk-or-
Treat taking place in the Library parking lot from 4-6pm. All are welcome 
to attend the event, which is hosted by the Azle Police Department.
try samples! No sign up required. 

FREE Programs
Full details on upcoming programs can be found on the library’s website, 
or by visiting the library and picking up our Monthly Newsletter. Programs 
take place in the Library Community Room, unless otherwise noted.

Make a Splash with the Every Drop 
Counts Poster Contest! It’s not too late! 
Now thru November 15, the Azle Utili-
ty Billing Dept wants to see your 
child’s creative artwork about water 
conservation. Let’s keep those ideas 
"flowing" and show why every drop 
matters! 
Entry form is available online at 
www.cityofazle.org or at Azle City Hall. 

said. “His therapy center 
won’t even let him go outside 
with a buddy because they’re 
next to a busy road, and he’s 
so quick that they can’t get to 
him fast enough.”

Therefore, Monreal and 
her husband Jeremiah asked 
Springtown City Council to 
approve a variance that al-
lows them to build a 4-foot 
wrought iron fence around 
part of their yard leading to 
her driveway on Chisholm 
Trail Court to safeguard her 
young son. At last week’s 
meeting, the council unani-
mously approved the request.

“We have taken measures 
internally in our home to pro-
tect him from (running off), 
but unfortunately, the front 
door gets open — groceries, 
check the mail, that sort of 
thing, visitors come over — so 
we’ve had incidents where he 
has run off,” Monreal said to 
the council. “We had a very 
close call. He made it almost 
to Walnut Creek Road from 
our street, and so we are really 
just wanting to put an exterior 
measure in place for him.”

The Monreals presented a 
plan for a fence with a gate 

FENCE
FROM PAGE A1

that would extend 11 feet 
into their yard and 15 feet 
across to cover the area from 
Joziah’s room, the entryway 
and stopping at the driveway. 
Lindsay Monreal said to The 
Tri-County Reporter that hav-
ing the fence is not ideal, but 
it is a medical necessity for 
her child. The fence was also 
recommended by Joziah’s pe-
diatrician and therapist.

“We’re just needing (the 
fence) to do its job,” Monreal 
said during the council meet-
ing. “We’re not asking to 
fence the entire front yard. 
We just need it if he were to 
slip out of the front door to 
have that spot in place for 
him to halt.”

The council specified that 
the fence will be no more 
than 6 feet tall and would 
be see-through, not a solid 
privacy fence. This way, the 
fence won’t be a visual haz-
ard to neighbors. The vari-
ance will be applicable to the 
lot, not the owner of the lot, 
according to the city’s legal 
counsel.

Springtown Assistant City 
Administrator/City Secretary 
Christina Derr said during 
the meeting that the fence 
met the state’s criteria for 
variance approval, which are:
• “That literal enforcement 
of the controls will create 

an unnecessary hardship 
or practical difficulty in the 
development of the affected 
property;
• “That the situation causing 
the hardship or difficulty 
is neither self-imposed nor 
generally affecting all or 
most properties in the same 
zoning district;
• “That the relief sought 
will not injure the permitted 
use of adjacent conforming 
property;
• “That the granting of the 
variance will be in harmony 
with the spirit and purposes 
of these regulations.”

“Staff does not have any 
concerns about granting this 
variance, so it really is coun-
cil’s decision,” Derr said dur-
ing the meeting.

Previously, a neighbor pre-
sented concerns about the 
variance to council, but when 
he attended the meeting Sept. 
26, he seemed to be happy 
with the Monreals and their 
project.

The council also speci-
fied that the fence would be 
allowed for as long as it’s 
needed for the child’s safety. 
Monreal pointed out that 
Joziah is undergoing lots of 
therapy. His mother hopes 
the elopement issue will be 
resolved, and the fence won’t 
be needed forever.

Azle band top contender 
in popularity contest
STAFF REPORT

AZLE — The Azle High 
School band has been riding 
high in the polls. A website 
keeping track of Texas High 
School football teams, texas-
hsfootball.com, has seen the 
school’s band, the Marching 
Green Pride, earn the most 
votes in two different polls 
naming the best Texas band 
in the stands. The first poll 
ran until Sept. 20 where Azle 
won 22.2% of the online vote. 
The top 10 teams, plus any 
team within 5% of the vote 

total of the 10th team, then 
proceeded to the semifinal 
poll where the MGP handily 
won 32% of the vote. Azle and 
the other top three semifi-
nalists moved to a final 10-
day poll, Oct. 7. HS Football 
reports that the final win-
ner will be recognized at an 
award show at the end of the 
football season and may also 
feature on their own episode 
of the “Texas HS Football 
Podcast with Taylor Arenz.” 
Texas HS Football’s cur-
rent 2023-2024 official best 

band is the Melissa Cardinals 
Mighty Cardinal Band.

Parents, families and fans 
can vote as frequently as 
they like. The winner will be 
announced at the end of the 
season. Readers can find a 
link to the poll on the Texas 
HS Football Facebook page, 
posted on Monday just after 
3 p.m., or by clicking this link
online.  At time of publishing, 
the Azle band stands neck 
and neck with the Katy Tigers 
for the top spot. 

PHOTO COURTESY AZLE ISD FINE ARTS

Azle Marching Green Pride at the Bands of America Dallas Mid-Cities Regional Championships on Oct. 5 
at Pennington Field in Bedford.
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Sandy Beach Road Ground Water Plume Superfund Site
Public Notice

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 6

October 2024

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Region 6 will be con-
ducting the second five-year review of remedy implementation and 
performance at the Sandy Beach Road Ground Water Plume Super-
fund site (Site) in Azle and Pelican Bay, Texas. The Site is comprised 
of a half-square-mile contaminated groundwater plume. Disposal 
activities that occurred primarily during the 1960’s at a nearby dump 
site contaminated groundwater with hazardous chemicals. Located 
east and south of the Site is Eagle Mountain Lake with a drainage 
feature located to the west. The site-wide remedy included instal-
lation of new residential water supply wells, soil vapor extraction 
treatment system, in situ bioremediation barriers, and the pending 
construction of a water extraction treatment system. The five-year 
review will determine if the existing remedies continue to be protec-
tive of human health and the environment once implemented. The 
five-year review is scheduled for completion in September 2025. 

The report will be made available to the public at the following 
local information repository:

Azle Memorial Library 
333 West Main Street Azle, Texas 76020 

(817) 444-7216

Site status updates are available on the Internet at
www.epa.gov/superfund/sandy-beach

All media inquiries should be directed
to the EPA Press Office at (214) 665-2200

For more information about the Site, contact:

Joel Reyes/Remedial Project Manager
(214) 665-6764 or by email at reyes.joel@epa.gov

Jason McKinney/Community Involvement Coordinator
(214) 665-8132 or 1-800-887-6063 (toll-free)

or by email at mckinney.jason@epa.gov

Notice of Public Sale 
Pursuant to Chapter 59 of Texas property code to satisfy a landlord’s lien. Sale to be held at 
Springtown Self Storage at 1050 W Hwy 199; Springtown, TX  76082 on storageauctions.com 
starting on, October 11, 2024 at 8:00am CST and ending on October 23, 2024 at 10am CST. 
Cleanup deposit is required. The seller reserves the right to withdraw the property at any 
time before the sale. Unit items sold to the highest bidder. Property includes the contents 
of spaces of the following tenant and is primarily household items and furniture. KAREN 
HINCEY CLUKEY, HAL COLEN, LACEY ENGMAN, JOSH HUNT, KEITH MILLER, SAMANTHA 
ROJAS, MICHELLE WHITE.

Notice of Public Hearing 
The Zoning Board of Adjustment for the City of Springtown will hold a public hearing 
to consider a special exception request to be exempted from site plan requirements of 
Chapter 14, Zoning, City of Springtown Code of Ordinances Lot 3, Block 11, Original Town 
of Springtown, an addition to the City of Springtown, Parker County, Texas, also known as 
100 W. 2nd Street, being a 0.715 acre tract of land. The meeting will take place in City Hall 
Council Chambers in the Municipal Annex Building at 200 N. Main Street, Springtown, TX 
76082, on October 24, 2024, at 7 p.m. 

Notice of Public Hearing 
The Zoning Board of Adjustment for the City of Springtown will hold a public hearing 
to consider a variance request for the minimum lot square footage, for Lot 4, Block 4, 
McCracken, an addition to the City of Springtown, Parker County, Texas, also known as 319 
W. 4th Street. The meeting will take place in City Hall Council Chambers in the Municipal 
Annex Building at 200 N. Main Street, Springtown, TX 76082, on October 24, 2024, at 7 p.m. 

THE STATE OF TEXAS CITATION BY PUBLICATION 
CAUSE NO. 24P398 

In the Matter of the Estate of Maria Elena Gonzales, Deceased TO ALL UNKNOWN OR 
MISSING HEIRS OF THE ESTATE OF MARIA ELENA GONZALES, DECEASED. Ricky Gonzales 
in the above-numbered and entitled estate :filed an Application to Determine Heirship and 
for Independent Heirship and for Independent Administration and Letters of Administration 
Pursuant to Section 401.003 of the Texas Estates Code on 10/07/2024 In the Estate of Maria 
Elena Gonzales, Deceased, requesting that the Court determine who are the heirs and only 
heirs of  Maria Elena Gonzales, Deceased, and their respective shares and interest in such 
estate, and appointing Ricky Gonzales to serve as the Independent Administrator  of said 
estate and Determined Heirship. The court may act on said application at any call of the 
docket on or after 10:00 o’clock A.M. on the first Monday next after the expiration of 10 days 
from the date of publication of this citation, at the Parker County Court, One Courthouse 
Square, Weatherford, TX 76086 in Parker County, Texas. All persons interested in this case 
are hereby cited to appear before said Honorable Court !!Y filing a written contest or answer 
to said Application before the above stated time and date should you desire to do so. To 
ensure its consideration, you or your attorney must file any contest, objection, intervention, 
or response in writing with the County Clerk of Parker County, Texas on or before the above 
noted date and time. Given under my hand and the seal of said Court of Parker County, 
Texas at the office of the Parker County Clerk, on this 7th day of October, 2024. LILADEAKLE 
County Clerk, Parker County Texas. By Destiny Garza Froust, Deputy Clerk. Applicant’s 
Attorney: Wendi E. Andino 1020 Fort Worth HWY STE 500 Weatherford TX 76086 

LEGAL PUBLIC NOTICES

Plane crashes in Eagle Mountain Lake
ZACH FREEMAN 
azlereporter@tricountyreporter.com

Authorities responded to a 
downed plane on the eastern 
side of Eagle Mountain Lake 
Monday afternoon.

CBS News helicopter foot-
age showed a white-and-red 
plane suspended underwa-
ter in the lake. The Federal 
Aviation Administration 
registry shows the aircraft 
is a Champion 7EC fixed 
wing single-engine light air-
plane. The tail number also 
identifies the plane as be-
longing to Stephen Spence 
of North Richland Hills. A 
public Facebook profile in-
dicates that Spence works 
at Lockheed Martin, is a fre-
quent flier of small aircraft 
and has utilized Flying Oaks 
Airport on Silver Creek Azle 

Road in the past.
The Fort Worth Fire 

Department reported a 
drowning at the lake at 
about 12:47 p.m. off 11000 
Lakeside Drive in Fort Worth 
and later divers confirmed 
the pilot’s body was found 
inside the plane.

At approximately 5:00 
p.m., Tarrant Regional Water 
District divers returned to 
the scene with specialized 
equipment to lift the aircraft 
and recover the deceased 
victim. With assistance from 
other local agencies, the air-
craft was lifted and moved 
to shore. The victim was suc-
cessfully recovered, and the 
aircraft was transported to 
TRWD’s law enforcement of-
fice for safekeeping, accord-
ing to media relations man-
ager Chad Lorance. 

 The identity of the pilot 
has not yet been disclosed. 
Identification of the vic-
tim will be confirmed by 
the Tarrant County Medical 
Examiner’s Office. 

The Eagle Mountain Fire 
Department, FWFD, Tarrant 
County Sheriff’s Office, Texas 
Parks and Wildlife and TRWD 
responded to the scene.

The National 
Transportation Safety Board 
and the FAA are currently in-
vestigating potential causes 
of the crash. Environmental 
mitigation measures were 
taken to prevent any poten-
tial contamination resulting 
from the crash.

At time of publication, 
the Tri-County Reporter is 
waiting for a response from 
Flying Oaks Airport.COURTESY CBS NEWS

Aerial footage shows the tail and wing of a downed aircraft visible just above the surface of the water.

STRYDE Savings
The team of consultants, project managers and more at STRYDE Savings work together to �nd ways 
for small businesses to save money through reduced expenses and tax incentives. The company 
celebrated with a ribbon cutting ceremony hosted by the Azle Area Chamber of Commerce Thursday, 
Sept. 26. For more information about how STRYDE Savings can help your business, contact Delores 
Saunders at 682-225-5229, or email ds�nancial64@gmail.com.

Dear Editor,
Congratulations to the 

Azle City Public Library for 
its many great services. I 
have lived here for almost 
five years and have used the 
library for books (obviously), 
computer use and advisory 
services, periodical and film 
rental availability, children’s 
programs for my grandson, 
tax advice and much more

I say this as WBAP’s James 
Parker announced that all 
public libraries are a drain 
on tax dollars and should be 
closed. He says that books 
are no longer much read 
as the Internet replaces 
them, school libraries are 
enough for kids, homeless 
people gather at public 
libraries and subversive 

Letter to the Editor

Write a letter to the editor!
You can email us at info@tricountyreporter.com, or send us a letter at 321 West 

Main Street, Azle, Texas 76020. We’d love to hear from you!

Communist/fascist groups 
conspire there. While I am 
conservative and do not 
want to help treasonous 
groups, all U.S. citizens 
are guaranteed the right to 
gather peaceably.

He broadcast this as Dallas 
was considering the closure 
of its Skillman library 
branch. He is pathetic, 
and the Azle Library is the 
epitomy of valuable public 
libraries in the pattern 
of industrialist Andrew 
Carnegie, who funded more 
than 2,000 city libraries 
nationwide.

Another gripe is the 
recent letter to the paper 
that condemned the Sons of 
Confederate Veterans float 
in the Sting Fling parade. 

I have been on that float 
the last three years for 
my veteran ancestors who 
fought for home defense 
and self determination as 
guaranteed in United States 
founding documents. Also, 
we are also scheduled for 
parades in Decatur and 
Weatherford. The flags of 
the Confederacy represent 
a sovergeign nation, not 
slavery and discrimination. 
Secession may have been 
about slavery, but the war 
was about Lincoln calling up 
75,000 troops to attack the 
CSA without provocation. 
Please bone up on your 
history, and Hooray for the 
Azle Public Library.

– Bob Templeton, Azle

Dear Editor,
I read the article on Reno 

disincorporation Oct. 3, 2024, 
in the Tri-County Reporter. 
It seemed to me there was 
some information presented 
at the meeting that was not 
presented fairly, and a lot 
was left out by omission.

The county judge, sher-
iff and county commission-
er said the county tax rate 
would go up if they had to 
assume the duties of police, 
roads and other county ser-
vices. That is disingenuous at 
the least.

The residents of Reno, 

Letter to the Editor
depending on which county 
their property resides, pay 
full county taxes for sheriff, 
roads, animal control and 
other county services. Then 
they have to pay again for 
those same services because 
they are in Reno and Reno is 
supposed to provide those 
services as a city. So, for the 
county judge, sheriff, and 
county commissioner to 
insist that the county rate 
would have to increase when 
they are already receiving a 
full tax payment for those 
services from Reno residents 
(cannot be correct).

Surely, the residents of 
Reno know this, that they 
are billed by the county, on 
their tax statement, the same 
amount for those services, 
that have restrictions for 
their use, as a county resident 
that is not in the city limits 
of Reno. They then are billed 
again for those services on a 
tax bill from Reno. The only 
thing a Reno resident re-
ceives that a county resident 
does not receive is a Reno tax 
bill.

– Arthur Johnson
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Winners can pick up their checks at the Tri-County Reporter office after Thursday.

•2024•
1st Place 2nd Place 3rd Place

$2000 $1000 $500

1. ______________________________________________________
2.______________________________________________________
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• Drain Cleaning
• House Re-Pipes
• Video Drain Inspection
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& Replacement
• Full Service Plumbing
• New Construction
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Family Owned & Locally
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#14 Greenville at EnnisBreakfast Served All Day

Daily Lunch Specials

Call-I� Welcome
Mon-Sat 6 AM - 9 PM • Sun 6 AM - 3 PM

DAILY LUNCH SPECIALS
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Reliable
Year-Round 

TAX SERVICES

• Tax Preparation
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• Filing
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• Payroll

• Tax Professional

• Free Tax
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#Lake Worth at Life Waxahachie

Fourth grade mentors celebrate successful Azle introduction
ZACH FREEMAN
azlereporter@tricountyreporter.com

AZLE — Academy 4 high-
lighted a successful Azle 
launch of its fourth-grade 
mentoring program with an 
Oct 3 gala and fundraiser at 
the One Azle building. The 
Azle Rotary Club played a 
role in bringing the experi-
ment to Azle administrators 
and Rotary president Bob 
Buckel chaired the event. 
Academy 4 representatives, 
school principals and men-
tors spoke about the effect 
the nonprofit has already 
begun to have after its first 
sessions for all fourth grad-
ers at Hilltop Elementary and 
Cross Timbers Elementary in 
September.

Over the course of nine 
sessions, once each month 
during the school year, men-
tors and their fourth-grade 
mentees meet for 90 min-
utes to discuss a wide range 
of topics. Academy 4 serves 
Title I schools, where 40% or 
more students are on free 
or reduced lunch programs. 
Academy 4 began its mis-
sion 13 years ago with just 
three elementary schools in 
the D-FW area. Today, the 
program serves 55 schools 
with 5,600 volunteers across 
multiple states. The Azle 
Independent School District 
is just one of many new dis-
tricts that began utilizing the 
faith and community focused 
mentor program this fall.

Hilltop Elementary’s princi-
pal, Amy Rollmann, attended 
Azle schools as a student and 
has worked for the district 
for 27 years. Rollmann said 
she first learned of Academy 

4 around four years ago and 
immediately hoped to start 
the program in Azle schools. 
The principal said teachers 
and parents may not be able 
to have the one-on-one time 
children need and that men-
torship is essential for fill-
ing that gap. Even after just 
one session, she said she can 
see an immediate effect on 
some of her most troubled 
students.

“Every kid in my building 
is benefiting from Academy 
4. That’s what sold me from 
day one,” Rollmann said. 
“They had the biggest smiles 
on their faces and it took my 
breath away as a principal. 
I want nothing more than 
every single child in my build-
ing to just have someone 
cheering them on, supporting 
them.”

In an interview with the 
Tri-County Reporter, district 
administrator and mentor, 
Jessica Hanson, agreed that 
her experience so far has also 
been overwhelmingly posi-
tive. Hanson surprised one 
of her former students by 
revealing that she had com-
mitted to being her dedicated 
mentor over the next nine 
months.

“I think it’s going to have 
a huge impact for Azle ISD 
students,” Hanson said. “In 
our world, we’re so technol-
ogy driven, and a big part of 
Academy 4’s expectations are 
that mentors don’t have their 
phones. There are no screens 
out and you just get to have 
true, real conversations. So 
much of what you do is build-
ing those leadership skills 
with them, or just ‘tell me 
about you,’ so they get to feel 

important and valued. I was 
also able to learn from her. It 
was very rewarding for me, 
too.”

Speaking with the Tri-
County Reporter, Academy 
4’s chief executive, John 
Shearer, said he initially just 
wanted to test out the pro-
gram in one Azle school, but 
principals and administra-
tors pushed for the inclusion 
of a second with the hope of 
more in the future.

“What’s fun about Azle, 
first of all, when we first 
presented it to the elemen-
tary school principals and 
superintendent, they were all 
in. They got it immediately 
and just said, ‘we’d love to 
have this in all of our Title I 
schools,’” Shearer said. “I’ll 
be honest, I was a little con-
cerned. That’s a lot of volun-
teers to get, over 200 people. 
It’s been incredible to see the 
way the Azle community has 
responded. We’ve had more 
than enough people showing 
up and it’s just exciting.”

Shearer concluded that he 
is eager to see the connec-
tions and transformations 
that he hopes his organiza-
tion will make in the dis-
trict. Next year, he hopes 
to recruit fifth graders who 
went through the program 
to be mentors themselves to 
Azle first graders through 
its Leaders 5 initiative. 
Eventually, he said Academy 
4 may also introduce addi-
tional services and resources 
for families in Azle.

The next Academy 4 ses-
sion will take place Oct. 25. 
Prospective mentors can sign 
up to volunteer or learn more 
at academy4.org/azle-isd.

ZACH FREEMAN | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

Allison Baines celebrates after winning a game of heads or tails.

Hilltop Principal Amy Rollmann speaks about her 
experience with Academy 4.

John Shearer stands in front of a poster 
displaying the acronym LEADER.
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We appreciate your 
business more than we

can “Express!”

502 E. Hwy. 199
Springtown

817-523-0009

#10 Bullard at Rusk

Howell’s
Western Cafe
401 Hwy. 199 W. Springtown

817-220-7915
7 Days A Week 6 AM - 3 PM

• Breakfast Served All Day
• Daily Lunch

& Dinner
Specials

• Take Out
Orders GO POJO!

#8 Ferris at Sunnyvale

Dr. Joseph McCreary, III
FAMILY & COSMETIC DENTISTRY

Family dentistry for all ages.
Serving the Azle, Texas area

209 Roe Street, Azle TX 76020
817-444-3209

PREVENTATIVE • RESTORATIVE • COSMETIC

Crowns & Bridges • Whitening • Dentures
Dental Veneers  • Implant Restoration

Cosmetic Dentistry • Pediatric Dentistry & More...

Go ahead & smile!

#3 Richland at Ryan

2597 W. Hwy 199, Springtown
817-668-6363

Open Mon.-Fri. 8:30 AM - 5 PM Sat. 9 AM - 2 PM

www.springtownfloors.com
SpringtownFloors@yahoo.com

Wood • Tile • Vinyl Plank
Carpet • Shower

12 Months No Interest Financing Available W.A.C.

SALES & INSTALLATION
Honesty & Quality Are
Our Best Reference!

Family Owned & Operated
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#13 Midlothian Heritage at Terrell

TX-2385678

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Fire and Casualty Company

Bloomington, IL 

Lindsay Bender Ellis
106 Eureka Street, Suite A
Weatherford, TX 76086
817-594-0252
CoveredByLindsay.com

A conversation 
about life 
insurance
now can make
a big impact 
on your family 
(and even your 
retirement) later.
LET’S TALK TODAY.

You only live once.
That’s worth
protecting.

#11 Kaufman at Crandall

119 Industrial Ave.
Next to Dollar General

817-444-2222

SuttonPrinting@aol.com

Business Cards • Yard Signs
Gloss Full Color Post Cards

Full Color Banners • Copy Paper

Business
Cards 

$2999
250

ONLY

Metro Delivery • UPS

#7 Ford at Wills Point

11652 FM 730 N. • 817-444-3947
432 TX-199 817-523-4422

529 N Main St. 817-523-2888
Mon – Sat Breakfast: 5:30am – 10:00am

Lunch & Dinner: 10:00am – 7:30pm

BREAKFAST Breakfast Burritos, Tacos, Biscuits

El Gordo Burrito $7.99
Chicken or Beef, Rice, Cheese, Sour Cream 

& Sauteed Onions, Pico de Gallo

Super Burrito $4.99
Chicken or Beef, Cheese, Lettuce, Pico de 

Gallo, Sour Cream & Sauteed Onions

Fish Taco Plate $10.99
Plate Comes w/Rice,
Beans & 24 oz. Drink

#1 Azle at Fossil Ridge

Home & auto.
Bundle & save.
Call, click
or stop by
today 

Amy Kaplan, Agent
813 E Hwy 199,
Springtown, TX 76082
Bus: 817-220-5222
amy@amykaplaninsurance.com
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Delicious
Cinnamon Rolls

Open M-F 6 am - 3 pm,
Sat & Sun 6 am - 4 pm

Daily Lunch Specials
Call-Ins Welcome

6312 Jacksboro Hwy, Lake Worth

817-237-2114

Breakfast Served All Day

Daily Lunch Specials
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ledo at G

ranbury



THURSDAY, October 10, 2024 tricountyreporter.com Tri-County Reporter A11

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED FOR 23 YEARS

State Inspection for Tarrant & Parker Counties

1304 NW Pkwy (Hwy 199)

817-444-8529
817-456-0907
www.motleyautomotive.com
Monday - Friday 8:30 am - 6:00 pm

Automotive
• Tune-ups

• Diesel

• Suspension

• Computer Diagnostics

• A/C Repair

• Brakes

• Emission Repairs

• Repair & Restore

Classic Cars

Motorcycles

& ATVs
• Maintenance

& Repairs

Kerry Lane Kerry Lane

NW Pkwy Hwy 199

Service Rd

Jackson Tr.

W
estline Rd.

Motley’s AUTOMOTIVE & 
MOTORCYCLES

PACKAGE
DROP OFF 
STATION

Professional business Portraits
Commercial Photography

Drone Photography
Family portraits

713-725-5620

Photography
lessons

TAKE OUT ORDERS 
817-406-4452
817-406-4800

HAPPY HOUR
Tues-Sat 4 - 8 PM

1300 Northwest Pkwy, Azle, Texas
Sun 11-8 • Tues - Thurs 11-9

Fri 11-10 •  Sat 11-9:30
MON CLOSED

Lake Worth ISD to offer adult ESL classes
JOLEE SKINNER
jolee@tricountyreporter.com

LAKE WORTH — Lake 
Worth Independent School 
District announced Sept. 26 it 
will offer English as a second 
language (ESL) classes for 
adults in the next few weeks.

The classes will be from 
5:30-7 p.m. Tuesdays and 
Thursdays each week in room 

220 in the Miller Language 
Academy for parents who 
have students enrolled in the 
school district.

The classes are free, and 
adults must register to take 
the classes through a Google 
form located on the Lake 
Worth ISD website at www.
lwisd.org. The only require-
ment is that adults must have 
a student enrolled in the dis-

trict to take the class.
Parents may also bring 

their school-aged children 
to the classes. Kids will have 
the opportunity to work on 
homework while their par-
ents are in session and the 
district will provide tutoring 
for them.

According to a statement 
on Lake Worth ISD’s website, 
bilingual education and ESL 

programs are integral parts 
of the total school program. 
Such programs use instruc-
tional approaches designed 
to meet the specific language 
needs of emergent bilingual 
students.

Director of Emergent 
Bilingual Team Arita Aurelia 
said these classes are an 
integral part of supporting 
bilingual students and their 

parents.
“These English as a Second 

Language (ESL) classes are 
part of Lake Worth ISD’s com-
mitment to supporting not 
only our Emergent Bilingual 
(EB) students but also their 
parents,” Aurelia said. “Our 
goal is to empower parents 
by helping them learn English 
while also providing tutoring 
and academic support to the 

students who attend along-
side them. We are proud to 
offer this opportunity to any 
parent with students enrolled 
in our district, fostering 
growth and success for both 
generations.”

Miller Language Academy is 
located at 5250 Estrella Street 
in Fort Worth. For more infor-
mation about the ESL classes, 
go to www.lwisd.org.

Busy scouts
Here’s what Springtown Cub 
Scouts, Scouts BSA Troops
have been up to

MADELYN EDWARDS
springtownreporter@tricountyreporter.com

SPRINGTOWN — 
Springtown’s Scouting units 
have been buzzing with activ-
ity during the past month.

Unlike school, Scouting 
doesn’t typically come to a 
complete stop in the sum-
mer, but since the academic 
year restarted, there have 
been more regular events for 
scouts to attend.

Here are the highlights on 
news from Springtown units 
within the past month:

ALL NEW SCOUTS
BSA GIRLS TROOP

Springtown Scouts BSA 
Troop 303-G for girls is 
the second of its kind in 
Springtown and the first for 
the long-standing 303 unit. 
The troop started up official-
ly Aug. 1 and includes three 
registered scouts — 11-year-
olds Victoria Proulx, Izzy 
Nanni and Kayleigh Ward.

Scoutmaster Brandy Davis, 
who is no stranger to volun-
teering with Scouting as she 
has sons in the boys’ troop 
and in Cub Scouts, stepped 
up to lead the new unit when 
it was clear there weren’t oth-
er female leaders who could 
dedicate so much time to the 
new troop. Besides, though 
she only has sons, Davis has 
always wanted daughters.

“I get to be that leader for 
them and teach them and 
watch them grow,” Davis 
said.

For now, the girls’ troop 
is operating in conjunction 
with the boys’ troop, having 
meetings at the same time as 
the boys, participating in the 
same activities and learning 
from the boys. The only thing 

they do separately is camp-
ing, which happens monthly.

“Since they are so young, 
we have to kind of keep them 
combined so that the older 
scouts, the boys, can teach 
them,” Davis said. “It is a 
youth-led program, so we 
want that leadership for the 
boys to be able to teach the 
younger girls.”

The scoutmaster said it has 
been fun to watch the boys 
learn how to give instructions 
to the girls in a construc-
tive way. Unlike Cub Scouts, 
Scouts BSA is supposed to 
be run mainly by the kids, 
not the adults who are there 
to supervise for safety. For 
Davis, having to relinquish 
some of that control and 
allow the scouts to make 
their own decisions can be 
challenging.

“It is also rewarding to 
watch them make those mis-
takes and then realize they 
made them and fix them the 
next time so that they’ve 
learned that lesson,” she said.

Davis said it’s important 
for girls to have access to 
the life skills taught through 
Scouts BSA, like leadership. 
Scouts BSA is also one of the 
only outlets for girls who 
want to experience outdoor 
activities like camping, hik-
ing, fishing and swimming.

Izzy and Kayleigh transi-
tioned into Scouts BSA after 
graduating from Cub Scouts. 
Victoria joined Scouts BSA 
after hearing about it from 
Izzy.

Izzy and Kayleigh were 
originally in Girl Scouts but 
decided to get involved in 
Cub Scouts with their siblings 
for the opportunity to do 
more outdoor activities.

“My little brother said it 

was really cool,” Izzy said. “I 
joined because Girl Scouts, 
we couldn’t do much, like we 
didn’t get to go camping.”

So far, the girls seem to be 
enjoying being in Scouts BSA 
and learning new skills, like 
outdoor survival, working in 
groups and knot tying.

“I’ve learned a lot more 
than I thought I would,” 
Victoria said.

Kayleigh’s favorite part 
about Scouting is going on 
campouts and hikes, and in 
her Scouts BSA Troop, she 
gets to do even more of that 
than in Cub Scouts.

“(In the) troop, you get to 
do more outside activities,” 
she said. “In (Cub) Scouts, we 
didn’t really get to go outside 
a lot, like we didn’t get to go 
hiking or camping as much as 
we did in the troop.”

BSA TROOP 22, CUB SCOUTS 
PACK 22 PERSEVERES

Earlier this year, 
Springtown’s Scouts BSA 
Troop 22 and Cub Scouts 
Pack 22, which started up a 
couple of years ago, tem-

porarily did not recharter 
because of a lack of trained 
adult leadership.

However, the girls’ BSA 
troop and the Cub Scouts 
pack are back up and run-
ning. Leaders say they hardly 
stopped at all.

“We had some logisti-
cal things to get sorted 
out,” Scouts BSA Troop 22 
Assistant Scoutmaster Chace 
Northcutt said. “We tried to 
explain that to everybody, 
but some people just didn’t 
listen. And once we got it 
figured out, we got back 
together.”

However, the boys’ troop 
was not revived because 
there weren’t enough boys re-
turning, Northcutt said. Most 
of the Pack 22 Cub Scouts are 
boys so a troop may be char-
tered as those boys age out of 
Cub Scouts, if not sooner.

Something Northcutt and 
his wife Sarah, who is the 
scoutmaster for Scouts BSA 
Troop 22-G, want to do in the 
future is to start a nonprofit 
for the troop to charter un-
der. Currently, the troop and 

pack are chartered under 
a business, which makes it 
harder to get donations than 
it would be with a nonprofit.

“A lot of the donations and 
stuff we could get, we don’t 
because a lot of people who 
make donations want that tax 
cut,” Northcutt said. “Since 
they’re a for-profit and not a 
nonprofit, people that donate 
directly to us won’t get the 
tax cut.”

Being able to fundraise 
more will help the scouts be 
able to have more opportu-
nities, such as camping in 
Colorado, Northcutt said. It 
also may take some pressure 
off Chartered Organization 
Representative Patrick 
Valdez and his wife Donna.

The Northcutts hope to 
have the nonprofit ready by 
the end of the year or some-
time next year.

REFLECTING ON PAST 
PINEWOOD DERBY CARS

Patrick Hausman allowed 
his kids and their friends to 
race Pinewood Derby cars 
that he made as a youth in 

Cub Scouts Pack 303’s re-
cruitment derby.

“I didn’t that expect 30 
years from now, I’m going 
to be racing the same car,” 
Hausman said.

Hausman was in Scouting 
from Cub Scouts to Scouts 
BSA and earned his Eagle 
Scout rank.

Hausman and his family 
moved to Springtown from 
Austin a few years ago, and 
he decided to get his kids 
involved in Scouting since he 
did that in his youth.

“This troop is amazing,” he 
said. Hausman added, “It’s a 
positive organization of posi-
tive people. It’s kind of hard 
to come by these days out-
side the church.”

As for his old derby cars, 
Hausman credited his mother 
for holding onto those for 
him.

For more information 
on any of these units, visit 
https://beascout.scouting.
org/ online.

COURTESY PHOTO

Kayleigh Ward, Victoria Proulx and Izzy Nanni are the �rst o�cial members of Scouts BSA Troop 303-G for girls.

Law Office of Bryan Weaver
Serving the community that has served  my family for three generations

General Civil Practice
� e Lawyer who makes house calls

Evening & Weekend appointments available
We are open, much can be done electronically.

Now is the time to work on your estate plan.

BWeaverlegal.com • 817-901-9255
Principal o�  ce in Azle, Texas

FISHTAIL LLC

FAA CERTIFIED • UAS PILOT
JIM MAGNUSON • 817-905-7883 • AZLE, TX

MAGNUSDRONES@OUTLOOK.COM @MAGNUSDRONES

MAGNUSON
PHOTOGRAPHY

VIDEOGRAPHY • AERIALS
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817-444-8025
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Azle, Texas

CELL 817-771-7713 

100% Financing With Approved Credit

All sizes on sale, call for pricing
All units have a ten year warranty on all parts

A/C Sale

Made in
Texas!

$5,972 3 Ton Complete 
System Installed

$6,559 3 Ton Heat
Pump System

Azle High School 

FCCLA

Inside AHS Gyms, Cafeteria & Commons

Saturday, October 26, 2024
9 AM-4 PM

Vendor Booths & Food Trucks

AML, nature center have turtle-y terrific time
ZACH FREEMAN
azlereporter@tricountyreporter.com

AZLE — One of nature’s 
slower animals had Azleites 
rushing to the Fort Worth 
Nature Center & Refuge. 
Azle Memorial Library chil-
dren’s librarian Ava Bryant 
partnered with the center 
Thursday morning, Oct.3, to 
host an unforgettable story 
time experience. The activi-
ties, held in and just outside 
the Hardwicke Interpretive 
Visitor Center, located at 
the nature center, included 
songs, dances, crafts and a 
showcase from a genuine live 
Texas tortoise.

“I definitely wanted to 
bring the story time to the 
nature center, because there 
is an opportunity for them to 
learn about the animals that 
they have and this opportu-
nity for them to be in nature,” 
Bryant said. “That’s very im-
portant for kids. I wanted to 
incorporate that within a sto-
ry time and then the theme 
is turtles … It helps them 
with their sensory learning 
and playing is very important 
for kids, and so incorporat-
ing that, and especially just 
getting the new experiences, 
is important. So, I definitely 
think that’s very beneficial.”

Nearly 100 visitors, most 
from Azle and elsewhere in 
Parker County, visited the 
center for the free event. 
Natural resource technician 
Taylor Phillips introduced the 
star of the show, an unnamed 
Texas tortoise, an ambas-
sador of the center. Phillips 
explained that the center 
does not usually name its ani-
mals in order to stress that 
they are not pets, but instead 
working animals.

The Texas tortoise is the 
smallest species of tortoise 
in North America. Though 
considered an animal of low 
concern by the International 
Union for Conservation of 
Nature Red List, the Texas 
tortoise is listed as a threat-
ened species in the state of 
Texas, and thus protected by 
state law. It is illegal to collect 
or possess them. You won’t 
see this animal wandering 
about North Texas, as their 
native range is largely the 
southern and western por-
tions of the state.

The sole tortoise that lives 
at the FWNC was once an il-
legal pet himself until he was 
recovered by Texas Parks and 
Wildlife and put in the cen-
ter’s care just over one year 
ago. Phillips explained that 
this unique resident to the 
FWNC is likely around 20 to 
30 years old and is expected 
to live at least another 30 to 
40 years.

The FWNC is also home 
to native red eared sliders, 
box turtles, snapping turtles 
and mud turtles. Phillips ex-
plained that while all tortois-
es are turtles, not all turtles 
are tortoises.

Natural scientist supervisor 
Michael Perez spoke with the 
Tri-County Reporter about 
the important role ambas-
sador animals play for the 

center.
“We can talk to the public 

about the importance of pro-
tecting wildlife because if we 
don’t, then they’re going to 
become endangered, eventu-
ally threatened,” Perez said. 
“Then they play an important 
role as far as predator prey 
relationships, they’re food 
for other animals. They also 
help maintain habitats and 

give us an indicator of how 
healthy the habitat is.”

Perez said the FWNC works 
with local libraries and other 
organizations to promote 
literacy and outdoor educa-
tion. Attendees of the event 
were allowed to visit and 
walk the rest of the nature 
center grounds for the rest of 
the day at no cost. Perez said 
events like these are a great 

way to introduce people to 
the center and its facilities. 
On most days, entry to the 
center costs $6 for those be-
tween the ages of 13 and 64 
with lower rates for children 
and seniors.

The center is home to many 
other unique and interesting 
animals, like its herd of 16 
bison. FWNC will celebrate 
these animals on National 

Buffalo Day Nov. 2. On Oct. 
26, the FWNC will celebrate 
the spooky and mysterious 
with its Lake Worth Monster 
Bash where cryptozoologists 
are slated to speak about 
the alleged Goat Man of Lake 
Worth. The center is located 
just outside Azle at 9601 
Fossil Ridge Road, Fort Worth 
and is open seven days per 
week from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

To celebrate Halloween, 
AML will be hosting a 
Monster Mash Storytime 6 
p.m. Oct. 22. It will be held 
in the library’s community 
room where Bryant and at-
tendees will read, sing, snack 
and craft. the library will also 
be judging a pumpkin deco-
rating contest Oct. 14 – Oct. 
24. Find more details in their 
monthly newsletter or online. 

ZACH FREEMAN | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

Local kids take a close look while they learn about the tortoise’s important role at the center and in nature.

ZACH FREEMAN | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

Melanie Teague and her children Ava, 2, and Carter, 4, make their own turtles and enjoy the day out.
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Ms. Fairy Dogmother
It’s never too late to have the dog of your dreams!

• Private Dog Training
• Custom Pet Sitting

www.msfairydogmother.net
ann@msfairydogmother.net

Ann Coffey @ 817-668-6229

Specialties
• Residential Cleaning
• Commercial Cleaning
• Carpet Shampooing
• Powerwashing
• Solar Panel Cleaning
• Post-Construction Cleaning
• Move-out Cleaning
• Pre-Move In Home Cleaning
• Picture Perfect Cleaning for Realtors
• Window Washing

BASED IN AZLE

1-682-710-2309
www.riseandcleanpro.com

WE DO IT ALL!

BUSINESS FOR SALE
Profitable

Garden Center/Nursery
Located on a high traffic location in 

Odessa, TX.

For more information, call Monica, at
432-230-1802 or 432-362-0004

Established business for 20 plus years. 
Owners looking to retire.

Willing to train.
Serious buyers only, please. 

LEGAL NOTICE
Application has been made with the 
Texas Alcoholic Beverage Commis-
sion for a Wine and Malt Beverage 
Retailer’s On-Premise Permit by Su-
shi On The Square LLC dba Senshi 
Grill & Sushi, to be located at 101 E 
1st St, Springtown, Parker County, 
Texas. Owner of said corporation is 
Clifton Kelley.

Shaye Hogle Hogye Hogle

HOGLE
Insurance Group

167 W. Main • 817-444-6389
www.HogleInsurance.com 

“Our Best Policy is Personal Service”

5.40%
Fixed Annuity
60 Month
Guarantee
$10,000 MIN. DEPOSIT

• Life Insurance • Medical
• Group Life Insurance
• Group Medical (2-50 employees)

• IRAs • SEPS • Annuities
• Medigap Plans
• Final Expense Plans
• Short Term Medical
• Trip Insurance • Dental Plans

3% Savings Account with All Life Policies

Lake Worth and Azle Garden Club
One of the 
oldest in 
Tarrant County
JOLEE SKINNER
jolee@tricountyreporter.com

LAKE WORTH — The Lake 
Worth and Azle Garden Club 
is one of the oldest garden 
clubs in Tarrant County 
and continues to meet 
plus educate members on 
horticulture.

The Lake Worth and Azle 
Garden club was founded in 
1940 by A.H. Sanders. Eighty-
four years later, the club still 
meets once a month and 
currently has 19 paid mem-
bers. The club plans vari-
ous field trips and fundrais-
ers throughout the year. It’s 
called the Lake Worth and 
Azle Garden Club because 
there are members from both 
cities and the clubs have been 
combined.

Club President Maureen 
Hogan said the goal of the 
club is to preserve natural 
resources and to realize the 
beautiful community mem-
bers have.

“This organization’s goal is 
to bring to each member of 
this community the realiza-
tion of a beautiful neighbor-
hood in which to live,” Hogan 
said. “We can accomplish this 
through the preservation of 
our natural resources and 
a sound knowledge of care 

and beautification of pri-
vate properties and homes. 
Through these efforts, we can 
achieve this goal.”

The club also visits vari-
ous places all over the D-FW 
metroplex.

“This year our field trips 
include Archie’s Gardenland, 
The Tree Place and Weston 
Gardens,” Hogan said. “We all 
enjoy going places and seeing 
new things. In previous years, 
we visited the Tulip Farm and 

Japanese Garden at the Fort 
Worth Botanic Garden.”

As president, Hogan hopes 
each member enjoys them-
selves and learns more about 
horticulture.

“As the president — this is 
my first year as the presi-
dent — I want the members 
to enjoy themselves,” Hogan 
said. “Learn more about gar-
dening, care of plants, trees, 
share their ideas and love of 
gardening with others and to 

enjoy their time with fellow 
garden club members.”

The club also donates to 
local organizations. They 
donated a gardening book 
“The Saved Seed” by Brenda 
Moore, Jean Ohlmann and 
Nancy Hargroves to a school 
library. They deliver plants 
for Christmas to four public 
places in Lake Worth and 
Azle. They deliver plants for 
Easter to four public plac-
es in Lake Worth and pro-

vide a Walmart gift card at 
Christmas to a needy family 
every year.

Hogan says the club raises 
money by hosting dinners to-
gether and giving each other 
flowers and gifts.

“We raise money for our 
club by having a member din-
ner where we each bring a 
dish and each pay $20 which 
goes to the club,” Hogan said. 
“We pay club dues; members 
bring plants to a designated 

JOLEE SKINNER | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

The Lake Worth and Azle Garden Club meeting to discuss future trips and events.

meeting that are sold and the 
money goes to the club. Pass 
the piggy at club meetings, 
the piggy jar goes around, 
and people can donate their 
spare change which is used 
for cards and flowers for 
members.”

For more information 
about the Lake Worth and 
Azle Garden Club, visit its 
Facebook page.

Letting go: Embracing change and looking ahead
MICKY SHEARON
Special to the Tri-County Reporter

We have all heard the old 
adage, “The only certainty in 
life is change.” That is so very 
true. Holding on tightly to 
the way things once were can 
be comforting. It’s human 
nature to seek stability and 
familiarity, but life doesn’t 
stand still for anyone.

With each passing day, 
you’re not the same per-
son you were a year ago, a 
month ago, or even a week 
ago. You’re constantly learn-
ing, growing and evolving, 
and so is the world around 
you. Change is inevitable, 
and while you may not have 
control over every event or 
circumstance in life, you have 
control over one critical fac-
tor: your attitude.

When you shift your mind-
set and become open to 
change, you gradually learn 
to master it rather than al-
lowing it to master you. This 
mental flexibility is essential 
to thriving in a world where 

nothing stays the same for 
long. Letting go of the past 
isn’t about forgetting or dis-
missing what you’ve been 
through — it’s about under-
standing that the past has 
shaped you but doesn’t de-
fine your future.

THE POWER OF ACCEPTANCE
One of the hardest truths 

to accept is that things may 
never go back to how they 
used to be. Life is full of un-
expected twists, and some-
times, the comfort of the 
“good old days” feels like a 
safer refuge than facing an 
uncertain future. But clinging 
to the past prevents growth. 
The reality is that the ending 
of one chapter is often the be-
ginning of another, and that 
new chapter can bring oppor-
tunities you may have never 
imagined.

Acceptance is the first step 
toward letting go. It’s impor-
tant to acknowledge what has 
changed, what’s no longer the 
same, and, most importantly, 
that this change is not inher-

ently bad. Often, we fear the 
unknown because we project 
our insecurities or past disap-
pointments onto it. However, 
when you start to see change 
as a chance for growth rather 
than a loss, you can trans-
form your perspective.

HUMILITY AND GROWTH
A key aspect of mov-

ing forward is recognizing 
that you don’t have all the 
answers. As life evolves, so 
must your understanding of 
it. Approaching each day with 
humility allows you to be 
teachable. When you remain 
open to new ideas, perspec-
tives and experiences, you 
can expand your worldview. 
Remember that the world 
is often bigger than your 
view of it, and there’s always 
something new to learn.

By being humble and ac-
cepting the changes happen-
ing around you, you create 
room for growth. Growth 
doesn’t always come from 
easy situations. In fact, some 
of the most significant les-

sons come from the moments 
when life challenges you the 
most. During these times, 
you realize how strong, resil-
ient and adaptable you truly 
are.

BUILDING A POSITIVE 
OUTLOOK

How do you respond when 
things don’t go according to 
plan? Do you resist, or do you 
adapt? The ability to adjust 
your attitude in the face of 
challenges is crucial. A posi-
tive outlook doesn’t mean 
ignoring difficulties or pre-
tending everything is perfect. 
Instead, it’s about finding the 
opportunity in every situa-
tion, no matter how daunting 
it may seem.

When you shift your atti-
tude, you unlock new possi-
bilities. Instead of viewing an 
unexpected career change as 
a setback, see it as a chance 
to pursue something you’re 
passionate about. Instead of 
lamenting a relationship that 
didn’t work out, recognize 
it as an opportunity to learn 

more about yourself and 
what you truly need in a part-
ner. Every change, no matter 
how unwelcome it may feel 
initially, can be a stepping-
stone to something better.

THE NEXT STEP: MOVING 
FORWARD

It’s important to under-
stand that letting go is a 
process, not a one-time deci-
sion. Some days, you may feel 
ready to embrace the future 
with open arms, while on oth-
ers, the past may tug at your 
heartstrings. And that’s okay. 
What matters is that you keep 
moving forward, even if prog-
ress feels slow at times.

Let go of the idea that 
things will return to how they 
once were. Instead, embrace 
the fact that the future holds 
endless possibilities. By re-
leasing the past and focusing 
on the present, you give your-
self the freedom to create a 
life that’s even more fulfilling 
than the one you left behind.

817-270-3340
www.tricountyreporter.com

This week’s Football 
Contest only had one 
first place winner. 
Congratulations to David 
A. Shaffer for predicting 
13 out of 16 games and 
winning $20. There was 
a tie for second place 
between Eddy Swanzy 
and Bobby Boyd. The 
tiebreaker game was 
Azle at Birdville, which 
produced a spread of 
91 points. Eddy Swanzy 
took second place by 
guessing 75 points and 
won $10. Bobby Boyd 
won third place and $5 
with his tiebreaker guess 
of 68. Thank you to all 
for making this game so 
much fun!

Football 
Contest
WEEK 6
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Optimist
Club of Azle

Meets every 
FRIDAY at 6:45 AM

Moe’s Country Kitchen 
316 W. Main, Azle

Rotary
Club 

of Azle
MEETS AT NOON 

THURSDAY
412 Commerce St.

(across from Azle Post Of�ce)

Addiction wants to destroy
you & everyone around you.

The Finish Line

With Jesus there
is Victory over
addiction.
GET BACK IN
THE RACE!

Meetings held every Friday from
7:30PM-9:30PM at The Church at Azle

1801 S. Stewart • Azle • 817-401-8513
www.our�nishline.com

Floor School or Work
7:30 PM

THURSDAY NIGHT
Kenny Patrick- Worshipful Master

Chris Akers - Secretary
Clint Hall - Treasurer

Azle Lodge
No. 601

817-444-2300
412 Commerce St.

Volunteer Caregiver
Training Classes

Classes open to
public at no charge

Good N.E.W.S.

Our
Volunteers 

Make a
Difference!

Caregiver Volunteer Meeting
1st Monday of

Each Month at 6pm

Living at Home Block Nurse Program

Meets 2nd TUESDAY 6:30 PM

412 Commerce, Azle 
e-clubhouse.org/sites/azle_tk/

Jamie Westbrook - president 
817-550-7625

Azle Lion’s Club
Volunteers Needed

TexasHealth.org/
Volunteer/Our-Process

RAINBOW INN GIFT SHOP
Inside Hospital 108 Denver Trail 

Azle 817-444-8651
ATTIC RERUNS

NOW OPEN! FRI 9-1 SAT 9-1
714 SE Pkwy Azle 817-270-3690

CLUB or
ORGANIZATION 

meeting?

Only $125 
for 52 weeks

of advertising

Call for details:
817-270-3340

Daily meetings at Noon & 6:30 pm
Sunday at 3 pm

229 S. Stewart St. • Azle
817-332-3533

Faced with a
DRINKING Problem?

Perhaps Alcoholics Anonymous can HELP.

10328 Jacksboro Hwy
Fort Worth TX 76135

817-237-1819
www.emphc.org

Tues 9 - 3 PM • Thurs 12-6 PM
SE HABLA ESPAÑOL

Clubs and
Organizations

Concerned about
someone with an addiction?

Meetings Mon & Fri 6:30 PM
229 S. Stewart St. (left door) Azle

www.al-anon.org
azlesanctuaryafg@gmail.com

Leading People to Jesus Christ 
through the 12 Step Program

alongside the Biblical Principals

120 E. Main St., Azle, TX
Tuesdays 7-8:15 pm

For info contact Greg S.
817-851-8648

COMMUNITY CHURCH

Christian Leaders partnering together 
with one voice to impact our culture for 

Christ. We celebrate unity amidst diversity 
as we pastor our community.

Luncheon meetings
11:45 a.m. - 1 p.m. 2nd Tues of each 

month; location varies.
See www.azlema.com or email

director@azlema.com for additional 
information.

817-200-4611

Love God. Love People. Love Your City.
Dream Center open 9-3 M-F

11698 FM730 S. Azle
FOR QUESTIONS CALL:

833-4WE-SERV
servolutionnetwork.com

NEED EXTRA CASH !!! ???

Travel Trai lers l 5th Wheels   
Goosenecks l Bumper Pulls  

In Any Area!!!  Any Condition!!!
Old/New !!!    Dirty or Clean !!!

I PAY CA$H    956-466-7001
No Title – No Problem – We Can Apply For One

ANR Enterprises

I BUY RVS & 
MOBILE HOMES

WE BUY OIL, GAS, & 
MINERAL RIGHTS

Both non-producing and producing 
including Non-Participating Royalty Interest (NPRI)
Provide us your desired price for an offer evaluation.

CALL TODAY: 806.620.1422    
LOBO MINERALS, LLC
PO Box 1800 • Lubbock, TX 79408-1800
LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com

Azle Rotary names October students of the month
Barone, Petersen, Fitch, Bryan
are October honorees

ZACH FREEMAN
azlereporter@tricountyreporter.com

AZLE — Four Azle High 
School seniors were recog-
nized by the Azle Rotary Club 
for their academic and extra-
curricular accomplishments 
at an Oct. 3 meeting.

Corynne Barone is the 
daughter of Shelly and Brian 
Barone. She is ranked sev-
enth in her class with a grade 
point average of 103.83. She 
is interested in becoming a 
nurse or nurse anesthetist. 
She is proud of being in the 
academic top 10 and making 
excellent grades throughout 
high school.

Barone said her lowest 
grade is a 96 and she has 
never missed an assign-
ment. She considers herself 
a hard worker who battles 
with procrastination and also 
describes herself as caring 
and outgoing. Barone said 
one unique fact about herself 
is that she has diabetes. She 
plays softball and is a mem-
ber of the National Honor 
Society.

Luke Petersen is the son of 
Cheryl and Chris Petersen. 
He is ranked fifth in his 
class with a GPA of 104.61. 
He is interested in attend-
ing Harvard, Princeton, Yale, 

University of California 
Berkeley, Stanford, University 
of Pennsylvania, Dartmouth, 
Columbia, Cornell, University 
of Texas Austin, University 
of Michigan, University 
of California Los Angeles, 
Northwestern, Boston 
College, Northeastern, 
Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology, Rice, Boston 
University, Duke, or Brown 
to study environmental sci-
ence, public policy, journal-
ism, management, biochem-
istry, political science or 
chemistry. Petersen is proud 
of being in the top five in his 
class, receiving the National 
FBLA Business Management 
Award and with all the people 
who he has met and made 
an impact on. He considers 
his time management skills, 
his attention to detail and 
his willingness to ask to be 
his biggest strengths. He has 
competed in UIL journal-
ism, speech and debate, UIL 
math and science, UIL social 
studies and tennis. Petersen 
is captain of the boy’s tennis 
team, editor-in-chief of The 

Sting student newspaper, 
NHS social media officer, is 
an FBLA chapter president 
and is captain of the row-
dies. He has written for The 
Stanford Daily, volunteered 
at Cook Children’s Hospital 
and is an Eagle Scout.

Anthony Fitch is the son 
of Amy Fitch and Tim Fitch. 
He is ranked 11th in his class 
with a GPA of 102.90. He is 
interested in attending the 
University of Texas at Austin, 
Texas Tech or Tarleton State 
University to study chemistry 
and education. He is proud of 
his excellent grades and his 
work in Interact Club where 
he is vice president. Time 
management and leadership 
are his greatest strengths.

Fitch described himself as 
honest, diligent and deter-
mined. He also considers 
himself a great team play-
er. He enjoys camping and 
archery and hopes to soon 
earn the rank of Eagle Scout. 
Fitch volunteers at the Azle 
Community Caring Center, 
has worked as a camp coun-
selor and was in the school 

band for three years.
Elijah Bryan is the son of 

Lindsay Bryan. He is ranked 
eighth in his class with a GPA 
of 103.47. He is interested in 
attending the United States 
Naval Academy, University of 
North Texas, Texas A&M, Rice 
University or Texas Christian 

University to study engineer-
ing. He is proud of his good 
grades and test scores. Bryan 
said he always delivers his 
best effort and that he is 
working to overcome distrac-
tions through organization. 
He described himself as de-
tail oriented, athletic and am-

bitious. One interesting thing 
about him is that he hopes to 
learn to speak German and 
Spanish and learn to play 
guitar and ukulele. Bryan is 
a varsity wrestler, is on the 
AHS drone team, is a goalie 
for soccer and has participat-
ed in the Civil Air Patrol.

COURTESY PHOTO

Rotary President Bob Buckel, Corynne Barone, Luke Petersen, Anthony Fitch, Elijah Bryan and Azle High 
School Principal Nate Driver.

Azle school spirit
Staff and students celebrate homecoming week with dress up days

COURTESY AZLE ISD

Walnut Creek sta� and students go far out in their 1960s inspired 
costumes for Decades Day.

COURTESY AZLE ISD

Liberty Elementary School teachers and students are up to 
something despicable for their Minions-themed dress up day.

COURTESY AZLE ISD

Silver Creek Elementary students stand out together on Twins Day.

Subscribe
today!

817-270-3340
www.tricountyreporter.com
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Azle’s 24th Annual
GREAT CANDY ROUNDUP
Friday, Nov 1st • 2:30 pm - 5:30 pm • Sponsored by Azle Dental Care

Azle Dental Care 912 Boyd Rd, across from Subway

Call 817-444-1763 for more details.

Kids wear your Halloween costumes one more 
time & get dough back for your candy!
For each pound of Halloween candy, you bring into Azle Dental Care 
you will receive one dollar.  Plus, the ADC team will donate an
additional dollar to the Azle Community Caring Center.*DROP YOUR CANDY OFF AT

REGISTER TO WIN A

Need not be present to win. Drawing held 11-01-24 at 5:45 pm.
Winner noti�ed by phone 11-04-24. *Cash back is for kids only. 
Limit of up to ten pounds for each child. Collected candy will be 

donated to Azle Community Caring Center.

$100 GIFT
CARD

• Open 7 Days
• Fast Friendly Service
• Fresh Homemade Food

425 W. Rock Island Ave.
Hwy 114, Boyd • 940-433-3322

Two Enchilada Dinners
& Two Drinks = $19
EVERY TUESDAY

DOS CHILES
MEXICAN RESTAURANT

Springtown Family Dental

www.springtownfamilydental.com

434 Hwy. 199 E.
817-523-5963

Felix H. Cano, DDS

S�ving the Springtown
Area for 25 Ye�s

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 10/2/2024. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-issued and 
FDIC-insured up to $250,000 (principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per depositor, per insured 
depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please visit www.fdic.gov or contact your 
financial advisor for additional information. Subject to availability and price change. CD values are 
subjectc to interest rate risk such that when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs 
are sold prior to maturity, the investory can lose principal value. FDIC insuance does not cover losses 
in market value. Early withdrawal may not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs 
require the distribution of interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward 
Jones are issued by banks and thrifts nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the 
Depository Trust Corp. (DTC.)

Call or visit your local financial advisor today.

Compare our CD Rates
Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

FDI-1867K-A © EDWARD D. JONES & CO., L.P., ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

Carolyn Rocha, CFP®, AAMS®

Financial Advisor
825 E. Hwy. 199, Suite 101 Springtown
817-523-3196

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

APY* APY* APY*

1-year

3.90%
Minimum deposit 

$1,000.00

2-year

3.70%
Minimum deposit 

$1,000.00

3-year

3.65%
Minimum deposit 

$1,000.00

Lake Worth National Night Out gathers
support for law enforcement
JOLEE SKINNER
jolee@tricountyreporter.com

LAKE WORTH — On 
Oct. 1, Lake Worth Police 
Department hosted its an-
nual National Night Out in 
the Lake Worth Multi-Purpose 
building parking lot, drawing 
support from the community.

National Night Out is an an-
nual campaign that aims to 
create strong relationships 
between communities and 
law enforcement. Nationally, 
National Night Out is held the 

first Tuesday in August, but 
in Texas, it is typically held 
the first Tuesday of October.

Lake Worth Chief of Police 
J.T. Manoushagian thanked 
citizens for overwhelming 
support and for allowing the 
police department to reach 
the community.

“Being a part of the com-
munity is vitally important to 
our department’s identity,” 
Chief Manoushagian said. 
“Events like National Night 
Out provide us with a unique 
opportunity to meet the 

community where they are 
at, right in the heart of their 
neighborhood. We are thank-
ful for the overwhelming 
support of the Lake Worth 
community.”

Lake Worth City Manager 
Stacey Almond said this 
event is a great reminder 
to build community and 
strengthen trust.

“National Night Out is 
more than just a community 
event,” Almond said. “It’s 
a powerful reminder that 
when we come together, we 

ticipate in the National Night 
Out event hosted by the Lake 
Worth Police Department,” 
Ceballos said. “Our strong 
partnership with Lake Worth 
PD allows us to engage with 
the community in meaningful 
ways and we are thrilled to 
see our students actively in-
volved. This event highlights 
the importance of commu-
nity connections and we are 
grateful for the opportunity 
to join together in support of 
a safer, stronger Lake Worth 

community.”
The event featured food 

trucks such as Frios Gourmet 
Pops and the police depart-
ment served hot dogs. The 
fire department passed out 
plastic fire hats to the kids 
and the Lake Worth public 
works department provided 
a cornhole game for kids to 
play. The police department 
won the chili cookoff for the 
first time in five years; the 
fire department had been the 
reigning champion.

strengthen our neighbor-
hoods, build trust and foster 
lasting connections. It’s a 
night to celebrate safety, uni-
ty and the spirit of the Lake 
Worth community.”

Lake Worth National Night 
Out was held in the multi-
purpose building parking lot. 
Typically, the event is held 
at the Lake Worth City Park 
East, but due to construc-
tion, it was moved at the last 
minute; it was still a success-
ful event.

Lake Worth PD starts plan-
ning for the event six months 
in advance. All law enforce-
ment, including all first re-
sponders, were in attendance 
as well as all city council 
members. School board mem-
bers, Lake Worth High School 
band, varsity cheerleaders 
and middle school cheerlead-
ers were present. The Lake 
Worth High School band 
kicked off the event with the 
varsity cheerleaders perform-
ing alongside.

LWISD Communications 
Coordinator Noah Ceballos 
said the district is grateful for 
the opportunity to come to-
gether with local law enforce-
ment and have students par-
ticipate in events like this.

“Lake Worth ISD is proud 
to have our students par-

JOLEE SKINNER | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

A Lake Worth police o�cer shows people the department’s equipment. 
Lake Worth �re�ghter shows kids the �re truck.

Lake Worth �re truck holds up law enforcement �ag. 

The Lake Worth High School band plays at National Night Out. 
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NEW TECHNOLOGY IN THE FIGHT AGAINST CANCER
 This investment in the community brings the latest

 cu�ng-edge techniques. Providing the best care possible for pa�ents
in Parker County and the surrounding communi�es.

Flexible Treatment Op�ons
Provides a variety of treatment techniques 
such as HyperArc and RapidArc to address a 
broad range of cancer cases

Advanced Imaging 
Advanced imaging Respira�on-synchronized 
MV/kV radiographs, 4D CBCT, Itera�ve 
CBCT, Triggered Imaging and more

Safe And Reliable 
Built-in pa�ent safety features that allow 
clinicians to navigate the complexi�es of 
cancer care with confidence 

Flexible Treatment Op�onsFlexible Treatment Op�onsFlexible Treatment Op�onsFlexible Treatment Op�ons Advanced Imaging Advanced Imaging Advanced Imaging Flexible Treatment Op�onsFlexible Treatment Op�ons Advanced Imaging Advanced Imaging Flexible Treatment Op�onsFlexible Treatment Op�ons Advanced Imaging Advanced Imaging Flexible Treatment Op�onsFlexible Treatment Op�ons Advanced Imaging Advanced Imaging 

817-759-7000         npc@txcc.com         thecentertx.com

920 Santa Fe Dr • Weatherford, Texas 76086

EXCITING NEWS!

in Parker County and the surrounding communi�es.in Parker County and the surrounding communi�es.in Parker County and the surrounding communi�es.in Parker County and the surrounding communi�es.

Aaron Laine, MD, PhD
Radia�on Oncologist

Amelia Gunter, MD
General Surgeon

Ray D. Page, DO, PhD, FACOI, FASCO
Medical Oncology/Hematology

Talha Riaz, MD
Medical Oncology/Hematology

Robyn R. Young, MD
Medical Oncology/Hematology Specializing in Breast

Mary Ann Skiba, DO, FACOI
Hematology

Jessica Hals, DO, FACOI
Medical Oncology

something negative, whether 
it’s a car accident or a crime 
and they’re a victim or they’re 
arrested for something. This 
is an opportunity for us to 
meet people where they live, 
be comfortable and really try 
to expand relationships and 
let people meet us and know 
what our hearts are.”

LAW
FROM PAGE #

Tarrant County Sheri�’s deputies Rusti Wingate and Patrick Starett visit National Night Out in Azle atop 
their horses Goose and Pecos.

ZACH FREEMAN | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

The Azle Police Department’s Special Response Team is geared up to greet the community on National 
Night Out.

Kristi Hall, wife of Azle Chief of Police Ben Hall, fosters dogs through 
the Azle Animal Shelter. Here, Hall stands with Junebug, an 
adoptable dog recently born at the shelter.

Local clowns Bubbles and Penelope (Bella Hornback and Michelle Mangum) entertain kids and spread 
the word about the Future, Hope and Healing Center with director Sally Daniels centered.
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Breaking records and 
building legacies

Making them eat grass

Former Lady Hornets inducted into HOF

SAMANTHA FORD | TRI COUNTY REPORTER

Colton Cook warms up his kicks before the Azle Hornets vs. Birdville Hawks game Oct. 4.

RICK MAUCH
Special to the Tri-County Reporter

Cara Hoover McKenzie and 
Sarah Mendez brought a lot 
of excitement to Azle Lady 
Hornets fans during their 
playing days at Azle High 
School.

On Oct. 5, the two former 
multi-sport standouts were 
inducted into the Azle Sports 
Hall of Fame.

Hoover is a 2012 AHS 
graduate who went on to play 
softball at Abilene Christian 
University. She helped the 
Lady Hornets reach the state 

softball semifinals as a fresh-
man. She ended her senior 
season at ACU with a .301 
batting average in confer-
ence and a .500 average 
against opponents in the Big 
12 — Texas Tech, Baylor and 
Texas.

She returned to Azle 
and now coaches locally at 
her facility, Hoover Sports 
Training.

Mendez graduated from 
AHS in 2009, where she 
was an all-state standout. 
Highlights from her high 
school career include achiev-
ing a 0.27 ERA and accumu-

lating 485 strikeouts during 
her senior year. In the semifi-
nal state game, she struck out 
17 batters.

After high school, Mendez 
made history at Navarro 
College as the first player to 
compete at four positions 
in the all-region game: third 
base, shortstop, second base 
and pitcher. She had 258 
strikeouts pitching in her 
sophomore year, third in the 
NJCAA. She also holds the 
Navarro record for doubles in 
a season with 35.

At Lubbock Christian, 
she was a three-time 

All-American.

AZLE FOOTBALL
With half the season be-

hind them and perfection still 
intact, the Azle Hornets (5-0, 
3-0 in District 3-5A Division I) 
now seek to clinch their first 
winning season since 2021 
when they travel to Keller to 
play Fossil Ridge (1-5, 1-3) 
Friday, Oct. 11 at 7 p.m.

The Hornets are coming 
off a 48-43 win at home over 
Birdville Oct. 4. The Panthers 
fell 57-14 at Richland last 
week.

Friday Night 
Lights isn’t just 
for Friday nights

LILY HUDMAN
info@tricountyreporter.com

Every other Friday, from 
the months of August to 
November, hundreds of 
people shuffle into Hornet 
Stadium in excitement. 
Friday Night Lights — more 
commonly known as “FNL” 
— has grown in popularity 
across Texas, and Azle is no 
different.

While regular fans just 
show up Friday nights ready 
to cheer on their team or 
watch their favorite group 
perform, there are countless 
people behind the scenes 
who work well before each 
Friday to ensure the night 
runs smoothly.

“You could almost say that 
preparation to host a foot-
ball game starts in November 
and December of the previ-
ous year,” athletic director 
Michael Sain said. “Then in 
the summer going into host-
ing football for the fall, we’ll 

meet with all of our spirit 
groups, fine arts groups and 
any groups that are associ-
ated with a football game that 
isn’t the football team.”

To ensure they put on 
their best performance every 
Friday, Azle cheer practices 
every day during fifth period, 
after school Mondays and 
Wednesdays for two hours 
and on Fridays before the 
game. Sophomore cheerlead-
er Chloe Roth said her com-
petitive cheering background 
has been useful when prepar-
ing for Friday night games.

“I’m able to help other 
people just because I’ve done 
(competitive cheer) since I 
was 4,” Roth said. “Certain 
things I’ve learned there I can 
bring (to high school cheer-
leading) which helps all of us 
because I know certain things 
that some people don’t 
realize.”

The Emerald Dazzlers, who 

Gridiron girls excel on Springtown Middle School teams

MADELYN EDWARDS
springtownreporter@tricountyreporter.com

Some say there’s nothing 
scarier than a teenage girl.

This belief is true if refer-
encing Elizabeth Stegman-
Salinas (who is actually a 
tween) running up to sack 
you on the football field.

The announcer called out 
the Springtown Middle School 
seventh grader, who plays on 
the offensive line and defen-
sive line on B-team, multiple 
times for making tackles dur-
ing the Sept. 17 game against 
Creekview Middle School in 
the Eagle Mountain-Saginaw 
Independent School District. 
The Porcupines lost the 
game, but Elizabeth still had 
a good night.

Elizabeth has a reputation 
for taking hits and making 
tackles ever since she started 
playing football last year 
through the Lions Club. Her 
stepfather Clint Schneider 
said he witnessed her tak-
ing down players the size of 
adults and sustaining hits 
when her club team played 
Joshua.

“Her coach at one of her 
games grabbed her by her MADELYN EDWARDS | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

Seventh grader Elizabeth Stegman-Salinas, right, who plays on the o�ensive line and defensive line on 
her football team, made multiple tackles during the game Sept. 17 against Creekview Middle School.

CHASITY VURICH
sports@tricountyreporter.com

LAKE WORTH, Texas — 
At just 16 years old, Karina 
Velez Esteves has already 
achieved what many high 
school athletes only dream 
of. As a junior at Lake Worth 
High School, Velez Estevez 
recently broke the school’s 
long-standing record for the 
most ace serves, surpassing 
the previous title holder, Amy 
Montelongo. Her journey to 
this milestone, however, is 
about much more than ath-
letic talent — it’s a story of 
perseverance, family support 
and an unwavering love for 
the game.

Velez Estevez’s volleyball 

story begins in Puerto Rico, 
where she first stepped onto 
the court at the age of 8. What 
made her early days in the 
sport even more special was 
the fact that her first coach 
was the same person who 
coached her mother during 
her college volleyball days.

But when Velez Estevez 
was heading into the third 
grade, her parents faced dif-
ficult times, losing their jobs 
in Puerto Rico. In search of 
new opportunities, the family 
relocated to Texas, where her 
mother found employment. 
While the move represented a 
fresh start, it also came with 

PLEASE SEE ESTEVEZ | B3PLEASE SEE GRASS | B4

Hosting a high school football 
game takes lots of preparation

PLEASE SEE LIGHTS | B4

PLEASE SEE ROUNDUP | B2

LILY HUDMAN | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

The Azle Hornets make their entrance before the Sept. 20 game 
against the Denton Broncos.

CHASITY VURICH | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

Karina Velez Esteves with her supportive teammates who created 
posters in support of her big accomplishment.
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The Hornets have scored 
more than 40 points in each 
of their games.

Offensive leaders vs. 
Birdville: Derrek Vowell 13-of-
17, 290 yards, TD, intercep-
tion; Hagen Hughes 18 carries, 
251 yards, four TD; Brayden 
Combs five catches, 143 
yards, TD.

Defensive leaders vs. 
Birdville: Brian Moya eight 
tackles; Ethan Alcala three 
tackles, three for loss; Cayden 
Lawson interception returned 
for TD.

Fossil Ridge offensive 
players to watch: Draylon 
Galloway 67 carries, 337 
yards, three TD, 17 catches, 
105 yards; Jayden Cowan 22 
catches, 269 yards, TD.

Fossil Ridge defensive play-
ers to watch: Kingdom Tatum 
47 tackles, two for loss; Brady 
Jones 33 tackles, four sacks, 
nine QB hurries.

The Panthers’ last winning 
season was 6-5 in 2018. They 
are back in Class 5A after 
spending a decade in 6A, 
where they were 49-54, in-
cluding 0-5 in the playoffs.

Fossil Ridge leads the all-
time series 3-2, with the last 
meeting being a wild one. The 
Panthers won 42-41 in 2021.

SPRINGTOWN FOOTBALL
The Porcupines (5-1, 2-0 in 

district) have outscored their 
first two District 7-4A Division 
I foes 126-0, including a 58-0 
win at Fort Worth Carter 
Riverside Thursday, Oct. 3 as 
Porcupines quarterback Kaine 
Hill was 8-of-10 for 217 yards 
and six touchdowns.

The Porcupines host Fort 
Worth Eastern Hills (1-5, 1-1) 
Friday, Oct. 11 at 7 p.m. The 
Highlanders lost to Decatur 
58-0 Oct. 4.

Other offensive leaders vs. 
Carter Riverside: Devan Hair 
four carries, 50 yards; Riley 
Jackson one catch, 50 yards; 
Caden Rogers one catch, 47 
yards; Karson Ferguson one 
catch, 42 yards.

Defensive leaders vs. Carter 
Riverside: Hayden Nichols five 
tackles, one for loss; Blake 
Ballard five tackles, two for 
loss, sack; Chase Thompson 
four tackles, three for loss, 
sack.

Special teams standout vs. 
Carter Riverside: Thompson 
76-yard punt return.

Eastern Hills offensive 
players to watch: Daquarian 
Henderson 420 yards, three 
TD rushing in 2023; Jamarion 
Hardeman, 410 yards, two TD 
receiving in 2023.

Eastern Hills defensive play-
ers to watch: Henderson 101 
tackles in 2023; Hardeman 44 
tackles, four interceptions in 
2023.

A victory against Eastern 
Hills would clinch the 
Porcupines’ sixth winning 
season in seven years. The 
Highlanders appear to be on 
their way to a 15th losing sea-
son in 16 years.

Springtown leads the all-
time series 2-0, winning 63-0 
in 2008 and 39-6 in 2009.

LAKE WORTH FOOTBALL
Something has to give when 

the Bullfrogs (0-5) travel to 
Life Waxahachie (0-5) for the 
District 6-4A Division I opener 
for both teams Friday, Oct. 11. 
The Bullfrogs seek to end an 

eight-game losing streak and 
the Mustangs have dropped 
nine in a row.

Lake Worth is trying to 
avoid its first losing campaign 
since 2019. Life is 7-31 since 
2020 and this season’s team 
has been outscored 289-33.

Both teams had a bye week 
this past week.

Lake Worth season offen-
sive leaders: Jaden Garrett 34 
catches, 476 yards, three TD; 
Kevin Pointer 753 yards, six 
TD, five interceptions passing.

Lake Worth season de-
fensive leaders: McTobia 
Pilot 19 tackles, intercep-
tion; Cameron McClendon 16 
tackles.

Life offensive player to 
watch: Kamarion Pearson 34 
carries, 111 yards.

Life defensive player to 
watch: Kaden Smith 22 tack-
les, two for loss.

This is the first meeting ever 
between the teams.

AZLE CHRISTIAN SCHOOL 
FOOTBALL

After taking a week off fol-
lowing a frightening moment 
near the end of their last 
game, a late hit that resulted 
in a player going to the hos-
pital — he was released the 
next morning — the Fighting 
Crusaders (3-2) returned to 
action by winning a wild 65-56 
contest against Round Rock 
Academy at home Saturday, 
Oct. 5. Now, they turn their at-
tention to a trip to Forestburg 
(1-5), which is coming off a 
54-8 loss at home against 
Faustina.

Offensive leaders vs. RRCA: 
Jaxon Durham 11-of-12, 265 
yards, eight TD; Grayson 
Smith seven catches, 216 

yards, seven TD.
Defensive leaders vs. 

RRCA: Jaxson Logan 14 
tackles; Durham 10 tackles, 
interception.

Forestburg offensive play-
ers to watch: Kyler Willett, 
Jesus Sanchez.

Forestburg defensive play-
ers to watch: Tye Reid, Angel 
Cruz.

While the Crusaders are 
playoff regulars, Forestburg’s 
last winning season was in 
2017. The teams’ only other 
meeting was in 2008, won by 
Azle Christian 54-0.

AZLE TENNIS
The Hornets/Lady Hornets 

clinched a playoff berth with 
an 18-1 win at Fossil Ridge 
Oct. 1. They finished District 
5-5A play with a 3-3 record 
and were playing at Argyle in 
bidistrict at press time.

AZLE VOLLEYBALL
The Lady Hornets (21-12, 

4-2 in District 5-5A) dropped 
a heartbreaker at Granbury 
Oct. 1, 3-2, a match they led 
2-0. They followed with a 3-0 
win at home against Saginaw 
Oct. 4.

Leaders vs. Granbury
Kills: Jacqui McClain 23, 

Addison Dorris 14
Aces: Heather Lockridge 2, 

Elizabeth Kate Lund 2
Blocks: McClain 4
Digs: Lockridge 23, McClain 

16, Lund 14
Assists: Miley Massey 29, 

Gabby Briseno 24
Receptions: Lund 36, 

Lockridge 34, McClain 22
Statistics vs. Saginaw not 

available at press time.
Azle travels to Keller Fossil 

Ridge to begin the second half 
of district play Oct. 11 and 

visits Brewer Oct. 15. Both 
matches begin at 6 p.m.

SPRINGTOWN VOLLEYBALL
The Lady Pines (23-12, 

6-1) remained in contention 
for the District 7-4A cham-
pionship by winning 3-0 at 
Bridgeport Oct. 1, a match in 
which Springtown served 24 
aces, and won at home against 
Lake Worth Oct. 4. That set up 
a showdown at home against 
district-leading Decatur at 
press time. The Lady Eagles 
won the first meeting 3-0 in 
Decatur Sept. 13.

Leaders vs. Bridgeport
Kills: Libby Tedder 13
Aces: Brooklynn Quintanilla 

8, Aerial Jackson 7, Gracie 
Carter 3, Brylee Pitts 3

Assists: Bailey Walker 11
Receptions: Quintanilla 7
Leaders vs. Lake Worth
Kills; Tedder 11, Olivia 

Williams 9
Aces: Pitts 3, Yantzy 

Martinez 3
Digs: Martinez 7
Assists: Ryleigh Strickland 

13, Kallie Conway 12
Receptions: Martinez 6
The Lady Pines visit Krum 

Friday, Oct. 11 at 4:30 p.m. 
and host Eagle Mountain Oct. 
15 at 6:30 p.m.

LAKE WORTH VOLLEYBALL
The Lady Frogs (9-22, 2-5 in 

7-4A) fell twice on the road, 
3-0 at Eagle Mountain Oct. 1 
and 3-0 at Springtown Oct. 4.

No statistics were available 
at press time.

Lake Worth has road match-
es at Bridgeport Oct. 11 at 
4:30 p.m. and at Burkburnett 
Oct. 15 at 6 p.m.

AZLE CROSS COUNTRY
In a final tuneup before 

the District 5-5A Meet, the 
Hornets and Lady Hornets 
ran in the Brewer Invitational 
Oct. 4. The meet was held 
at Central Park in White 
Settlement, the same as the 
District 5-5A Meet Friday, Oct. 
11.

The Lady Hornets varsity 
finished second and Hornets 
varsity was third.

Varsity Girls 5K Azle 
leaders

7. Audrina Montoya, 
20:31.34

11. McKenzee Roberts, 
20:33.25

12. Reese Jeter, 20:39.66
15. Yasmeen Tejeda, 

21:03.19
16. Azucena Neri, 21:11.90
17. Brooke Maples, 21:28.19
Varsity Boys 5K Azle 

leaders
8. Parker Huffaker, 17:01.50
9. Pablo Neri, 17:09.98
22. Riley Roberts, 18:06.47
23. Jose Romero, 18:07.08
24. Mason Schluter, 

18:08.35
From district, the top three 

teams and top 10 individuals 
will qualify for the 5A Region I 
Meet Oct. 22 at Mae Simmons 
Park in Lubbock.

AZLE CHRISTIAN SCHOOL 
CROSS COUNTRY

Hallie Collins of the Lady 
Crusaders took first place in 
4A and below division in the 
Brewer Invitational Oct. 4. She 
clocked a time of 12:34.26 
over the 3.2K course.

AZLE BOYS GOLF
The Hornets junior var-

sity competed in Granbury at 
Nutcracker Golf Course recent-
ly. They shot a team score of 
398, led by Knox Remley’s 86.

ROUNDUP
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Azle High School 
HOMECOMING 

CHASITY VURICH | | TRI COUNTY REPORTER

AHS Principal Nate Driver and Buzzy with the 2024 Azle Hornets Homecoming King Dylan Maines and 
Queen Haley Carlson during halftime at the game Oct. 4.

SAMANTHA FORD | TRI COUNTY REPORTER

Hagen Hughes dives in for one of four touchdowns that helped lead the Azle Hornets to the 48-43 
victory over the Birdville Hawks.

Defensive players catch their breath between plays in the back-and-forth game between the Azle 
Hornets and the Birdville Hawks.

Homecoming traditions: The heart of school sports
CHASITY VURICH
chasity@tricountyreporter.com

High school sports are 
more than just games — they 
are a tradition that unites ath-
letes, classmates, parents and 
the wider community in an 
unbreakable bond. At schools 
like Azle, Springtown, Lake 
Worth and Azle Christian 
School, sports are central to 
the high school experience. 
The rush of adrenaline as 
teams take the field or court, 
the deafening cheers from 
the bleachers, and the sea of 
school colors represent far 
more than just competition; 
they embody a sense of pride, 
unity and community spirit.

For athletes, the opportu-
nity to wear their school’s 
name across their chest is a 
badge of honor. Whether it’s 
the football team at Azle High 
battling under Friday night 
lights, or the volleyball teams 
at Lake Worth and Springtown 

spiking their way to vic-
tory, these moments form 
the backbone of many stu-
dents’ high school memories. 
Student-athletes, like those 
at Lake Worth, where stand-
out players such as Karina 
Velez Esteves break records 
and inspire their peers, carry 
the torch of school pride. 
They are role models, not just 
for their teammates, but for 
younger students who look 
up to them. They represent 
determination, discipline and 
perseverance, qualities that 
last far beyond their high 
school years.

But while the games are a 
significant aspect of the high 
school experience, the tradi-
tions that surround them — 
especially during homecom-
ing season — add even more 
layers to the fabric of these 
communities. Homecoming 
is an event steeped in history, 
particularly in towns like 
Azle and Springtown, where 

the festivities are as much 
about rekindling old connec-
tions as they are about sup-
porting current students.

At schools like Azle High, 
homecoming week is eagerly 
anticipated all year. It’s more 
than just a football game or 
a dance; it’s a community-
wide celebration. The parade 
through town, filled with 
floats and decorated cars, 
showcases the creativity of 
each class, club and sport. 
Younger students and fami-
lies line the streets, waving 
at their older siblings and 
neighbors as they pass by, 
reinforcing a sense of be-
longing and continuity. Then 
there are the homecoming 
mums — a Texas-sized tra-
dition if ever there was one. 
These oversized, ribbon-cov-
ered creations, often worn by 
students on game day, are as 
unique as the personalities 
of those wearing them, a vi-
sual representation of school 

spirit and pride.
For seniors, homecoming 

carries a special meaning. It’s 
a time to reflect on the past 
four years and look forward 
to the future. Senior athletes, 
in particular, often see home-
coming as one of the last 
times they’ll suit up in their 
school’s colors before gradua-
tion. Every tackle, every serve, 
every point scored during the 
game takes on a heightened 
significance as they realize 
they’re nearing the end of an 
important chapter in their 
lives. At Springtown High, 
the emotions run deep as se-
niors are honored before the 
game, their names echoing 
across the stadium as they’re 
recognized for their contribu-
tions to their teams and their 
school.

The homecoming dance, 
too, holds special memories 
for seniors. It’s the culmina-
tion of years of friendship, 
growth and shared experi-

ences. For many, it’s the last 
time they’ll gather together 
as a class, making the night a 
bittersweet mix of excitement 
and nostalgia. While under-
classmen look forward to 
their turn, seniors soak in ev-
ery moment, from the crown-
ing of the homecoming king 
and queen to the last dance 
of the night.

Beyond sports and dances, 
what makes high school spe-
cial in places like Azle and 
Lake Worth is the incredible 
sense of community that un-
derpins everything. These are 
towns where high school is 
more than just a building — 
it’s a cornerstone of daily life. 
From Friday night football 
games to homecoming pa-
rades, parents, alumni and lo-
cal businesses rally together 
to support the next genera-
tion of students. Whether it’s 
donating to the booster club, 
cheering from the stands, or 
decorating shop windows 

with school colors, the com-
munity’s involvement is a 
testament to how much high 
school — and the traditions 
that come with it — matters.

In the end, it’s not just the 
athletes or the events that 
make high school sports and 
homecoming special. It’s the 
memories created — by the 
teams, the fans, the seniors 
taking in every last moment 
— that will last a lifetime. 
Whether a student spends 
their time breaking records 
on the court, like Velez 
Esteves at Lake Worth, or sim-
ply cheering from the stands, 
the impact of these years is 
undeniable. Schools like Azle 
High, Springtown High, and 
Azle Christian School remind 
us that high school sports, 
homecoming and community 
traditions are more than just 
fleeting moments — they are 
the heartbeat of a commu-
nity, shaping the lives of all 
who are part of it.
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Azle vs. Birdville

Players Of The Week

BRYAN MOYAHAGEN HUGHES JENSEN JUTSON

OFFENSIVE DEFENSIVE SPECIAL TEAMS

DATE TIME LOCATION OPPONENT SCORE

Aug 22 7:00 PM Frisco Wakeland Hornet Stadium

Aug 30 7:00 PM Abilene Cooper Shotwell Stadium W 41-34

Sep 6 7:00 PM Weatherford Hornet Stadium W 51-28

Sep 20 7:00 PM Denton High Hornet Stadium W 52-14

Sep 27 7:00 PM Brewer Brewer HS W 42-21

Oct 4 7:00 PM Birdville Hornet Stadium W 48-43

Oct 11 7:00 PM Keller Fossil Ridge Keller HS

Oct 18 7:00 PM Denton Ryan Hornet Stadium

Oct 25 7:00 PM Granbury Granbury HS

Nov 1 7:00 PM Aledo Hornet Stadium

Nov 8 7:00 PM Richland Ath. Complex Birdville

Dr. Dustin Fields • 729 Boyd Road • Azle • 817-444-3289
HOURS: M-F 8:00-5:30, Closed for Lunch 12:00-1:30 • Sat 8:00-12:00

Care for Feline
and CanineGo Hornets!

Hours: Mon-Fri 8-5,
Closed Sat-Sun

Family Owned & Operated
Over 52 Years Automotive 

Experience

309 Commerce St. AZLE • 817-270-8210

Import & Domestic • Tune Ups
AC Repairs • Alignments

Brake & Clutch Repair
Scheduled Factory Maintenance

Charles Smart, Owner
and Jimmy Smart, Manager Brooke Porter, D.D.S.

912 Boyd Rd. 817-444-1763
www.SmileGreat.com

GO BIG GREEN!

SCORE • SCORE • SCORE

Mon-Sat 6 AM - 9 PM • Sun 6 AM - 3 PM
316 W. Main St. Azle • 817-444-1400

Call-Ins Welcome

BREAKFAST SERVED ALL DAY
DAILY LUNCH SPECIALS

119 Industrial Ave. Azle, Next to Dollar General

817-444-2222

• Business Cards • Invoices • Banners • Magnets
• Envelopes • Color Copies • Letterheads

www.suttonprintingco.com

• Full Bar
• Great Food
• Live Music
• Karaoke
• Trivia

Hear the Buzz, 
Feel the Sting

151 Southwest Pkwy Azle, TX 76020 
817-406-4002

Results you can 
count on.

DONNA 
BRANSOM

Owner/Realtor
Cell: 817-925-8281

Office: 817-444-5100
donna@bransomrealestate.net

www.bransomrealestate.net

200 W. Main St., Azle

A Proud Supporter 
of All Our 
Azle Hornets!

Read All
About It!

817-270-3340
www.tricountyreporter.com

significant challenges for Velez 
Estevez. She spoke no English 
when she arrived in Texas, mak-
ing school and life outside vol-
leyball particularly difficult. Yet, 
volleyball became the key to 
her adjustment, providing her 
with an outlet to express herself 
and learn the language. “Club 
volleyball helped me not just 
as an athlete, but as a person,” 
Velez Estevez says. “It gave me 
confidence and helped me learn 
English.”

Now in her third year on the 
varsity volleyball team at Lake 
Worth, Velez Estevez has blos-
somed into one of the team’s 
brightest stars. Breaking the ace 
serve record was a goal she had 
set for herself since her sopho-
more year. Known for her pow-
erful serves and sharp court 

ESTEVEZ
FROM PAGE B1

awareness, Velez Estevez devel-
oped a routine to help keep her 
focus during games. Before ev-
ery serve, she bounces the ball 
three times hard against the 
floor, then softly three times — 
a ritual that has helped her stay 
calm and composed in high-
pressure moments.

Velez Estevez admits that 
when she finally broke the re-
cord, it felt like a weight had 
been lifted off her shoulders. “I 
felt like I’d been putting a lot of 
pressure on myself to break it 
this year, and when I did, it was 
such a relief,” she explains. “I 
feel proud of myself.”

Her coach, Alex Oppenborn, 
who has been a pivotal mentor 
for Velez Estevez, was equally 
thrilled. Coach Oppenborn took 
over the volleyball program 
two years ago and had to dig 
through old records to confirm 
Velez Estevez’s achievement. 
“The stats were kept in the past, 

but we had to really search 
through old documents and 
even check MaxPreps to con-
firm that no one had surpassed 
Velez Estevez’s numbers,” 
Oppenborn said. “I’m very 
thorough with these records be-
cause I want us to keep setting 
more.”

Despite her individual ac-
complishments, Velez Estevez 
remains humble, always em-
phasizing the importance of 
her team. Her teammates have 
been equally supportive, often 
making posters and cheering 
her on throughout her journey 
to break the record.

Beyond the court, Velez 
Estevez’s mother has been her 
number one supporter, attend-
ing every game and encourag-
ing her from the sidelines. “My 
mom is always there for me,” 
Velez Estevez says. “She’s been 
through this journey with me, 
from my first days playing in 

Puerto Rico to now.”
Coach Oppenborn has also 

played a crucial role in Velez 
Estevez’s development, not 
only as an athlete but as a per-
son. “When I first met Velez 
Estevez, she was shy and hesi-
tant,” Oppenborn shared. “She 
couldn’t even order food for 
herself without getting frantic. 
Volleyball has helped her grow 
so much, not just in her skills, 
but in her confidence. It’s not 
always about volleyball — it’s 
about life lessons, too.”

While breaking the ace record 
was a major milestone for Velez 
Estevez, she’s far from finished 
with her volleyball career. She 
has her sights set on perfecting 
her digs, with a goal of hitting 
500 digs this season. “I want 
to improve my defense,” Velez 
Estevez says. “Hitting that 500 
mark will open up more oppor-
tunities for me to play offen-
sively as well.”

As for the future, Velez 
Estevez is sure she wants to 
play college volleyball, though 
she remains undecided about 
where. “I’m keeping my op-
tions open,” she says, adding 
that she might even consider 
playing overseas if the oppor-
tunity arises. When it comes to 
her academic pursuits, Velez 
Estevez is still figuring out what 
she wants to study but remains 
open to possibilities.

To keep her skills sharp, 
Velez Estevez plays for Fire 
Purple Club Volleyball during 
the off-season. Her commit-
ment to volleyball is matched 
by her dedication to keeping 
herself in good spirits — she 
prays during the national an-
them before every game, a tra-
dition that grounds her before 
stepping onto the court.

Velez Estevez’s athleticism 
isn’t limited to volleyball. She 
also plays softball at school and 

may try her hand at tennis next 
season. Coach Oppenborn has 
been trying to convince her to 
give tennis a shot, pointing out 
that the movements in tennis 
complement those in volleyball. 
“Tennis is great for volleyball 
players because the footwork is 
so similar,” Oppenborn says.

As a leader both on and off 
the court, Velez Estevez has 
advice for younger players look-
ing to follow in her footsteps. 
“Don’t be afraid,” she says. “You 
have so much time to learn and 
improve. Don’t get scared, just 
focus on getting better every 
day.”

With her record-breaking 
achievement behind her, Karina 
Velez Esteves is already look-
ing toward the next challenge. 
Whether she’s serving up aces, 
perfecting her digs, or stepping 
into a leadership role, there’s 
no doubt that her future is as 
bright as ever.
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perform at halftime every 
Friday, also practice every 
day during fifth period and 
prepare multiple routines pri-
or to football season.

“We pick three songs at the 
beginning of the year and 
then we just alternate going 
from the first dance, which 
we perform at three games, 
the second one which is also 
performed at three games, 
and the last one for three 
games,” senior and Dazzlers 
captain Denali Rubio said.

While students who are 
part of groups that perform 
Friday nights do have a lot to 
prepare, parents are willing 
to put in extra work behind 
the scenes in order to pro-
vide more for their students’ 
organization.

Charmagne Tucker is the 
first vice president and con-
cession head for the Azle 
Marching Green Pride Band 
Boosters. Prior to every home 
game, she and other band 
parents spend Thursday and 
Friday preparing the conces-
sion stand on the visitors’ 
side of the stadium.

“I have an amazing crew 
of volunteers,” Tucker said. 
“That’s really what a lot of 
it is, the volunteers and the 
time that they put in to allow 
everybody to come together 
for the kids.”

As for football, the play-
ers review film each Saturday 
and the coaches spend five 
hours every Sunday develop-
ing calls and game plans for 
their next game. 

“We put the previous day’s 
game behind us and try 
to fix our mistakes,” head 
football coach Devon Dorris 

said. “We look at what made 
some plays successful or 
unsuccessful.”

To fans standing in the stu-
dent section or sitting with 
their families, Friday night 
games are nothing more than 
a night of fun and community 
bonding. For people working 
behind the scenes, it takes a 
lot more than the few hours 
the game is actually played 
every Friday to make sure the 
night runs smoothly.

“On Sundays, we send all 
the information that the vis-
iting team is going to need 
to know, so that when (the 
visiting team) comes to our 
stadium, they have a really 
good idea of what to expect,” 
Sain said. “We never want 
people to be taken off guard. 
We don’t want to increase the 
stress level around coming to 
a game, because it shouldn’t 
be stressful at all.”

LIGHTS
FROM PAGE B1

face mask, and he was like, 
‘No. 50,’ (I can’t remem-
ber the exact number.) He’s 
like, ‘Make him eat grass,’” 
Elizabeth’s mother Christy 
Stegman said before bursting 
into laughter. “She went out 
there, and she smashed him.”

Elizabeth was inspired to 
join the Lions Club team after 
watching games with her dad 
and becoming interested in 
the sport. She doesn’t have a 
favorite team, but she admit-
ted that she used to like the 
Dallas Cowboys before get-
ting frustrated with them.

“Everyone thinks that 
they’re going to win, like, go 
to the Superbowl, but they 
never do,” she said.

Unsurprisingly, Elizabeth’s 
favorite part of being a foot-
ball player is tackling, and 
she excels at it. When she 
joined Springtown Middle 
School’s seventh grade 
B-team, she originally tried 
out for running back but de-
cided she wasn’t as good at 
it as she is on the O-line or 
D-line.

Springtown Middle School 
athletic coordinator and head 
football coach Brady Hibbitts 
agreed that Elizabeth has 
been successful on the team. 
Hibbitts was told by the de-
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fensive line coach that during 
a game this year “when Azle 
Forte was close to scoring 
down on the goal line, that 
Elizabeth was one of the top 
ones that he put in because 
he trusted her the most to be 
able to go in and make a big-
time play.”

Elizabeth isn’t the only 
tough girl playing football at 
Springtown Middle School 
this year. The other is Paola 
“Lola” Balado who plays de-
fense on the eighth grade 
B-team. Hibbitts said there 
haven’t been any girls on the 
gridiron in the past five years, 
but beyond that, the history 
is unclear.

Like Elizabeth, Hibbitts 
confirmed that Lola has been 
killing it on the turf.

“Anytime that she was on 
the field, she was a part of 
the tackle,” he said regard-
ing a specific game. “She 
was running around, doing 
an awesome job, wasn’t be-
ing pushed around. She was 
holding her own and putting 
up a heck of a fight.”

Lola never played football 
before this year, though she 
has competed in volleyball 
and basketball before. She 
decided to join the football 
team after realizing how 
tough she is and wanting to 
prove it.

“I know I’m stronger than 
most of these kids, and I 

know I could put my body to 
the test,” she said.

Something that the two 
girls have in common is not 
being scared to play the 
game, Hibbitts said.

“Whenever it gets tough, 
they don’t just cower down,” 
he said. “There’s pushback. 
There’s fight. They hold their 
own, and they’re not intimi-
dated by the person that 
they’re going up across.”

A lack of intimidation can’t 
always be said of the players 
on the opposite team. Lola 
said being female is some-
times beneficial to her game 
when boys on the other team 
feel nervous about tackling 
her.

“They usually trash talk to 
me because I’m a girl on the 
team, and it’s not really what 
they expect,” she said about 
facing off against players on 
opposing teams. “But I also 
use that to my advantage 
and show them that they’re 
wrong.”

Lola’s mother, Raquel 
Santiago, said her daughter 
wanted to either play football 
or join the wrestling team. 
Given her concerns about 
wrestling’s weight system 
and knowing that Lola would 
have to play one-on-one 
matches, Santiago picked 
football. Despite her con-
cerns about injuries, she’s 
happy to see her daughter 

play a new sport.
“I’m a proud mama,” 

Santiago said. “I’m really sup-
portive of everything that she 
does, so I was definitely su-
per excited that she wanted 
to do something different. So, 
we said, go ahead and give it 
a try.”

Lola enjoys being on the 
team and is grateful to be 
there. Playing football has 
been a stress reliever for her, 
and it allows her to spend 
time with her friends. She 
said she gets along with her 
male peers and that they like 
her being there.

“It’s a lot of fun,” Lola said. 
“It’s like family.”

But for Elizabeth, she de-
scribed a tenseness between 
the boys on the team and 
the girls (herself and an-
other female player who has 
since left the squad) toward 
the beginning of the season. 
Elizabeth said her relation-
ship with her teammates in-
volves “trash talking” — like 
when she says her toddler 
sister “can hit better than 
them” — but she also claimed 
that the boys are mad about 
girls being on the team and 
want them to quit.

Having girls in the sport 
means that girls are tasked 
with training and finding 
their rhythm on the foot-
ball team. Meanwhile, boys 
are getting used to their fe-
male teammates and leaving 
behind some of the things 
they’ve been told about how 
to treat young ladies for the 
sake of the game, Hibbitts 
said.

“It was a big learning curve 
in the beginning, and I think 
now everybody is getting 
used to having them out 
there,” he said.

Elizabeth’s mom, Stegman, 
said she thinks the coaching 
staff is doing a good job of 
being inclusive to her daugh-
ter on the team. For example, 
she noticed how a slideshow 
presented at a parent meet-
ing at the beginning of the 
season wasn’t up to date with 
the recent changes in demo-
graphics of the players, but 
Hibbitts made an effort to 
rectify that issue on the spot.

“Everything in the slide-
show is probably from so 
many years of doing this. 
Everything says, ‘Your son, 
your son, your boy, your 
son,’” Stegman said. “Then to-
wards the end of the meeting, 
Hibbitts locked eyes with me. 
He’s like, ‘Your son and your 
daughter need to be here on 
time for practice and prepare 
to run.’ And I was like, that’s 
cool. He thought of us. But I 
didn’t expect him to rewrite a 

whole slideshow just for one 
girl.”

Hibbitts isn’t unfamiliar 
with the concept of girls play-
ing football and has seen 
this happen before on teams 
during his coaching career. 
He said when Stegman asked 
about her daughter partici-
pating in the sport, he told 
her the same thing he tells ev-
ery other family — complete 
the required UIL paperwork 
by day one.

“That’s the conversation I 
have with kids whenever they 
talk about joining athletics 
or wanting to play football, 
that I’ll know that we’re seri-
ous about it when they show 
up with all their stuff done,” 
Hibbitts said.

The coach maintained that 
Lola and Elizabeth are treated 
the same as their male team-
mates are. The girls are ex-
pected to show up to practic-
es and participate in the same 
routine as the boys, Hibbitts 
said. The girls wear the same 
safety gear as the boys and 
are taught the correct way to 
tackle and block to limit the 
possibility of getting hurt.

Concern about injuries 
is present in the families 
of both girls but not to the 
point that it keeps Lola and 
Elizabeth from playing the 
game.

“You guys shouldn’t be 
worrying about me getting 
injuries. You should be wor-
rying about the other people 
getting injuries,” Elizabeth 
said as her mother laughed.

Stegman understands that 
some bumps and bruises 
while playing football are in-
evitable and just hopes what-
ever wounds Elizabeth gets 
aren’t serious. Lola’s moth-
er, Santiago, said knowing 
her daughter’s coaches are 
watching out for Lola puts 
her more at ease.

Despite her fearlessness, 
Elizabeth said she’s had to 
adjust to feeling consistent-
ly sore in her knees, arms, 
shoulder, neck and ankle.

“She’s like an old lady 
now,” Stegman said. “She’s 
12, but on the inside, she 
feels like an 82-year-old.”

However, Stegman said her 
daughter’s soreness doesn’t 
stop her from waking herself 
up and getting ready for 6:30 
a.m. practices. Even though 
they didn’t play football as 
kids, she and Schneider are 
doing their part to support 
Elizabeth’s interest in the 
sport.

“Neither one of us are really 
big football people, but we’re 
really big Elizabeth people,” 
Stegman said.

Since she joined football, 

Stegman and Schneider have 
seen Elizabeth grow more 
confident and be able to 
come out of her shell socially.

“She’s really blossomed,” 
Schneider said. “When she 
played last year on the Lions 
Club, she was very shy and 
kind of timid and not re-
ally awkward, but just didn’t 
know how to be around 
groups of boys. And then 
once she started playing, and 
she started making a name 
for herself, and once every-
body started seeing how fast 
she was, and she could take 
hits, and she could deliver 
hits, then everybody’s like, 
oh, this is awesome. And she 
was part of the boys.”

Both girls hope to take their 
football careers into high 
school, and Hibbitts doesn’t 
see a problem with this. Like 
in middle school, all stu-
dents who are serious about 
playing are placed on a team 
— freshman, Orange Crush, 
junior varsity and varsity — 
based on their athletic abil-
ity, grade level and what role 
they can play on the team. 
Participation in other sports 
is also a factor; it would be 
difficult for a female athlete 
to play football and volleyball 
at the same time.

Lola, who proved to be pop-
ular among her peers when 
they all greeted her after her 
game Sept. 24, would like to 
see more girls play football 
and has even inspired some 
of her pals to think about en-
listing on a high school team 
next year.

“A lot of my friends have 
thought about joining, and 
they’re planning on joining 
next year with me,” she said.

The future of girls playing 
football in Springtown is co-
educational for now, Hibbitts 
said, since an all-girls team 
would need 50 or more ath-
letes to get started. This is 
something that Lola’s mom, 
Santiago, would like to see 
come together.

“I think that would be re-
ally cool,” she said. “There’s 
not really a lot of females 
represented, so definitely, 
I think that would be really 
awesome. Of course, being a 
mama of two girls, we got to 
do whatever we can.”

Schneider and Stegman 
prefer co-ed teams to all-girl 
teams because of the oppor-
tunity to teach girls and boys 
to work together. For her 
part, Elizabeth has a differ-
ent rationale for liking co-ed 
teams.

“Girls with boys (team) so 
that when the boys get mad, 
the girls can just tackle the 
crap out of them,” she said.

MADELYN EDWARDS | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

Defensive player Paola “Lola” Balado runs around during a play at her game Sept. 24 at Porcupine 
Stadium.
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New Hall of 
Famers inducted at 
Azle ISD banquet
Cara Hoover McKenzie and
Sarah Mendez were honored
at this year’s ceremony.

Sarah 
Mendez

TO THE AZLE ISD 2024 
ATHLETIC HALL OF 
FAME INDUCTEES!Congratulations

IT’S AN HONOR TO CELEBRATE YOUR ACHIEVEMENTS.

AZLE INDEPENDENT
SCHOOL DISTRICT
300 Roe Street, Azle

817-444-3235
www.azleisd.net

WE ARE AZLE

Cara
Hoover

JIM STEVENS | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

Cara Hoover McKenzie and 
Sarah Mendez stand with Azle 
athletics sta�.

Azle sports 
superstars
STAFF REPORT

AZLE — Azle High School 2012 graduate Cara Hoover 
McKenzie and 2009 graduate Sarah Mendez were inducted 
into the district’s Athletic Hall of Fame during a ceremony 
Saturday, Oct. 5. The two softball players were recognized 
and awarded for their achievements in Azle and their out-
standing contributions to sports outside the district.

The ceremony was at 2 p.m. in the Azle High School 
Competition gym and was open to the public.

A reception in the AHS Hall of Fame area followed.
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2012 Azle graduate Cara Hoover 
McKenzie inducted into Azle Hall of Fame
JOHN ENGLISH
Special to the Tri-County Reporter

Hoover, 30, now Cara 
Hoover McKenzie, is a 2012 
graduate of Azle High School 
who went on to play soft-
ball at Abilene Christian 
University.

The former Azle catch-
er said being selected to 
the elite organization is 
overwhelming.

“It truly means the world 
to me to be in the Azle Hall of 
Fame,” Hoover said. “I have 
looked up to so many of the 
athletes who have made it 
previously, so to be among 

them is such an honor. Not 
only is this an elite group of 
athletes and coaches, but 
truly some of the best people 
you will meet who love their 
community.”

Reflecting on her career, 
Hoover said she has so many 
great memories during her 
time at AHS but said that one 

that stands out to her the 
most is from her freshman 
year in 2008-2009.

“We had one of the best 
playoff runs,” Hoover said. 
“We ended up playing in 
the state semi-finals at the 
University of Texas. Two 
dreams coming true in one 
game. Playing in the State 
Finals and playing on the UT 
field.”

Hoover also played vol-
leyball and basketball at 
AHS and said what separates 
elite-level athletes from good 
athletes comes down to work 
ethic.

“Good athletes put in the 
work to just get by and be 
good enough,” Hoover said. 

“Great athletes are work-
ing every second they can. I 
remember going to multiple 
hitting and catching lessons a 
week, sometimes not getting 
finished until 10 p.m. It’s just 
finding time to go the extra 
mile.”

Hoover graduated with a 
degree in kinesiology and nu-
trition from Abilene Christian 
University and now gives pri-
vate softball lessons in Azle.

During her time with the 
Hornets, she hit over .350 
during her sophomore and 
junior years and .412 as a 
senior.

She was selected as a first-
team all-district player and 
voted Offensive MVP in 2011 

2024

and a first-team all-district 
selection and Defensive MVP 
in 2012.

She also helped lead the 
Hornets to the state semifi-
nals her freshman year team 
in 2009.

JIM STEVENS | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

Azle Athletic Director Michael Sain presents Cara Hoover McKenzie with a plaque detailing her 
achievements.

JIM STEVENS | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

Cara Hoover in 2012 with the Azle Lady Hornets. During her time with the Hornets, she hit over .350 
during her sophomore and junior years and .412 as a senior.

Extra!
Extra!
Read All About It!

817-270-3340
www.tricountyreporter.com
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Joe S. McCreary, D.D.S.

1985: Joe McCreary �nishes �rst 
in the district Cross Country meet.

BRACE
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WELLNESS CENTER, L.L.C.Dr. Jessica Brace, 
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Congratulations
In your honor, we 
celebrate all your 

achievements
and inspiration to so 

many in our
community.

Azle ISD Hall of Fame Inductee

Sarah Mendez Cara Hoover

Dr. Dustin Fields • 729 Boyd Road • Azle
817-444-3289

HOURS: M-F 8-5:30, Closed for Lunch 12-1:30 • Sat 8-12

2009 Azle graduate Sarah Mendez 
inducted into Azle Hall of Fame

JOHN ENGLISH
Special to the Tri-County Reporter

Sarah Mendez, a stand-out 
pitcher for the Hornets and 
former all-state selection, 
was inducted into the Hall of 
Fame alongside Hoover.

As a senior in 2009, 
Mendez finished 18-6 with a 
0.27 ERA and had 485 strike-
outs in just over 205 innings 

of work.
Offensively, she hit .378 

and was Co-MVP in District 
6-4A.

During a state semifinal 
game, she struck out 17 
batters, coming within five 
strikeouts of the 4A state 
tournament record.

Mendez went on to pitch at 
Navarro Junior College and 
eventually Lubbock Christian 

2024

University, where she became 
the staff ace, appearing in 30 
games and finishing with a 
record of 22-1 for the season, 
with a 1.20 era and 212 strike 
outs.

At the plate, Mendez hit 
.394 with 6 home runs and 
54 RBI.

Mendez studied sports 
medicine at Lubbock 
Christian University and 
works as a manager and head 
coach at Texas Fire Fastpitch.

Both Hoover and Mendez 
left enduring legacies at Azle 
High School, and Hoover 
said if there is one bit of 
advice she could give to her 
younger self, it is to savor the 
moment.

“I would tell myself to soak 
it all in a little bit more,” 
Hoover said. “Slow down 
and just be in the moment. 
Those were some of the best 
years of my life as a young 
adult, but they do go by so 
fast. I ended my career with 
so much peace because I gave 
the sports I played everything 
I had.”

JIM STEVENS | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

Azle athletic director Michael Sain presents Sarah Mendez with a plaque detailing her achievements.
JIM STEVENS | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

As a senior in 2009, Mendez �nished 18-6 with a 0.27 ERA and had 
485 strikeouts in just over 205 innings of work.

817-270-3340
www.tricountyreporter.com
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Azle’s Hall of Fame Winners!
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Let’s talk 
life insurance
Contact me today

Agent

408 Boyd Ct
Azle, TX 76020

Bus: 817-444-1100
haley@haleycarter.com
haleycarter.com
       

Haley Carter

State Farm Life Insurance Company
(Not licensed in MA, NY or WI)
State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company
(Licensed in NY and WI)
Bloomington, IL
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JIM STEVENS | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

Mendez and Hoover McKenzie display their plaques in the high school’s competition gym. Mendez and Hoover McKenzie joined the 
pantheon of excellence at Azle High School when they were inducted into the Azle Athletics Hall of Fame.

817-270-3340
www.tricountyreporter.com
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APOSTOLIC
CORNERSTONE APOSTOLIC CHURCH
1801 FM 730 N., Azle
817-400-0612

HARVEST TIME APOSTOLIC
1 Block N. FM 2048 in Keeter
817-433-8220

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
FIRST ASSEMBLY OF GOD
1020 S.E. Pkwy, Azle
817-237-4903

FELLOWSHIP OF LAKE WORTH
4024 Dakota Trail, Lake Worth
817-237-9433

NEW BEGINNINGS CHURCH
810 Goshen Rd, Springtown
817-523-4462 

LEGACY CHURCH
Hwy. 199 W. at FM 2257, Azle 
817-221-2983 / 817-221-5760

VICTORY CHRISTIAN CENTER
737 Boyd Rd., Azle
817-444-LOVE

BAPTIST
ASH CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
300 South Stewart, Azle
817-444-3219

AGNES INDEPENDENT BAPTIST
350 Agnes N., Springtown 
817-523-7271

BETHEL MISSIONARY BAPTIST 
408 S. Ash St., Springtown
817-220-4238

AZLE AVENUE BAPTIST
2901 Azle Ave., Fort Worth
817- 626-5556

BY THE WORD BAPTIST
West of FM 730 N. at sign, Briar
817- 444-3484

CALVARY HEIGHTS BAPTIST
1 block off Hwy. 199,
east of David’s Patio,
Springtown, 817-221-2241

CENTRAL BAPTIST
4290 Old Agnes Road
817-594-5918

CHURCH ON THE HILL
836 NW Parkway, Azle
817-444-3752

CHRISTWAY BAPTIST
7673 West Hwy. 199, Agnes
817-220-9133 or 817-220-3581

CLEAR FORK BAPTIST
Corner of FM 730 & Ragle Rd.,
Weatherford, 817-594-1154

EAGLE MOUNTAIN BAPTIST
8780 Eagle Mtn. Circle, Azle
817-237-4135

FIRST BAPTIST
CHURCH OF AZLE
1017 Boyd Road
817-444-4828

FIRST BAPTIST CASTLE HILLS
401 Beverly Rd., Azle
817-797-4706

FIRST BAPTIST LAKE WORTH
700 Charbonneau Tr., west side of Ef�e Morris 
Elementary • 817-237-2624

FIRST BAPTIST LAKESIDE
8801 Jacksboro Hwy., Lakeside
817-237-8113

FIRST BAPTIST COTTONDALE
1 block N. of FM 2123, Cottondale
940-433-5539

FIRST BAPTIST POOLVILLE
1 block W. of FM 920, Poolville
817-594-3916

FIRST BAPTIST SPRINGTOWN
5th & Main Street, Springtown
817-220-5229

FRIENDSHIP BAPTIST
801 Friendship Rd., 9½ miles S.
of Springtown off Hwy. 51 S.
817-594-5940 or 817-599-4917

FUNDAMENTAL BAPTIST
5th & Main in Springtown
817-523-5477

GRACE BAPTIST
3 miles N. of Springtown on
Hwy. 51 across from Radio Tower

GRACE POINTE CHURCH
4110 E. Hwy. 199, Springtown
817-221-5683

HERITAGE BAPTIST CHURCH
3577 FM 51 N., Weatherford
817-564-3946

IGLESIA BAUTISTA
Nueva Jerusalen
6640 Midway Rd., Springtown
817-694-0444 

INDIAN OAKS PRIMITIVE
BAPTIST CHURCH
3229 Shawnee Trail, Lake Worth
817-237-8441

LAKE WORTH BAPTIST
4445 Hodgkins, Lake Worth
817-237-4163

METROPOLITAN BAPTIST
6051 Azle Ave., Fort Worth
817-237-2201

NEW HOPE BAPTIST
782 New Hope Rd., Reno area
817-221-2184

NORTHWEST BAPTIST
5500 Boat Club Rd., Lake Worth
817-237-6063 or 817-270-8476

SANDY BEACH ROAD
BAPTIST CHURCH
Don Webster, Pastor
1006 Sandy Beach Rd.,
Azle, TX 76020 • 817-565-8904
sandybeachroad.org
Sunday Service 11 am

SILVER CREEK BAPTIST
730 S. & Veal Station Rd., Azle
817-444-2325

NEW BEGINNINGS
BAPTIST CHURCH
3605 Jacksboro Hwy., Azle
817-707-2741

PRIMERA IGLESIA BAUTISTA
300 S. Stewart, Azle
817-500-3641

SPRINGTOWN
BAPTIST TEMPLE
201 J. E. Woody Rd., Springtown
817-523-0376

UNION BAPTIST CHURCH
3451 Sarra Lane, Springtown
682-333-1645

WALNUT CREEK BAPTIST
220 W. Reno Rd. in Reno
817-221-2110

BIBLE
COMMUNITY BIBLE
FELLOWSHIP
1405 Reynolds Rd., Reno
817-521-4510

NORTHWEST BIBLE CHURCH
5025 Jacksboro Hwy., Fort Worth
817-624-2111

SOLID ROCK BIBLE CHURCH
591 S. Reno Rd., Springtown
817-304-7443

CATHOLIC
HOLY TRINITY CATHOLIC
800 High Crest Dr., Azle
817-444-3063

CHRISTIAN
THE CHURCH AT AZLE
1801 S. Stewart, Azle
817-444-9973

AZLE CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
35 West Forty Estates., Azle
817-688-3339

GREATER VISION FELLOWSHIP
1801 S. Stewart St., Azle
817-825-0485

THE ABBEY CHURCH
10400 Jacksboro Hwy., Azle
817-238-1404

CROSSING FELLOWSHIP
120 E. Main St., Azle
817-406-4577

CHURCH OF CHRIST
AZLE CHURCH of CHRIST
336 NW Parkway
817-444-3268

BRIAR CHURCH of CHRIST
109 W.N. Woody Rd.
(½ block west of FM 730 N. in Briar)
817-444-7102

MIDWAY CHURCH of CHRIST
6400 Midway Rd. 817-221-2107 

NEWSOME MOUND ROAD
CHURCH of CHRIST
1460 Newsome Mound Rd.
817-677-3290

NORTHWEST
CHURCH of CHRIST
6059 Azle Ave., Fort Worth
817-237-1205

POOLVILLE CHURCH of CHRIST
West of FM 920 in Poolville
817-594-4182

SOUTHSIDE
CHURCH of CHRIST
130 W. Bradshaw Lane, Springtown
817-221-2799

SPRINGTOWN
CHURCH of CHRIST
Just west of Hwy. 51 North
817-523-4419

TRI-COUNTY
CHURCH of CHRIST
525 Hwy. 199 W., Springtown
817-980-8156

CHURCH OF GOD
ABUNDANT LIFE
CHURCH of GOD
4800 East Hwy. 199, Suite 7
Springtown, 817-677-3208

LAKESIDE CHURCH OF GOD
THE WORD@LAKESIDE
9396 Confederate Park Rd.
(FM 1886) 817-237-5500

DISCIPLES OF CHRIST
AZLE CHRISTIAN
117 Church St., Azle
817-444-3527

CENTRAL CHRISTIAN
1602 S. Main St., Weatherford
817-594-3043

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
4th & Main, Paradise

EPISCOPAL
ST. ANNE’S
ANGLICAN EPISCOPAL
6055 Azle Ave., Fort Worth
817-237-1888

PROVIDENCE REFORMED EPISCOPAL
405 Bowie Dr., Weatherford 
817-596-7476

ST. ELISABETH EPISCOPAL 
5910 Black Oak Lane, River Oaks
817-739-0504

GOSPEL
CENTRAL FULL GOSPEL 
FELLOWSHIP
3009 Delaware Tr., Lake Worth
817-237-7919

GOSPEL GATHERING
FELLOWSHIP
7315 Silver Creek Rd.,
Azle, TX 76020
832-289-8720

JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES
KINGDOM HALL OF 
JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES
212 Pearson Lane, Azle
817-221-2242

LUTHERAN
THE EDGE CHURCH - AZLE
1313 SE Parkway, Azle
817-237-4822

HOPE LUTHERAN (ELCA)
4795 Hwy. 199, Reno
817-221-HOPE

METHODIST

BOYD UNITED METHODIST
FM 730 North in Boyd
940-433-5334

FIRST METHODIST
CHURCH OF AZLE
200 Church St., Azle
817-444-3323

LIGHTHOUSE FELLOWSHIP
7200 Robertson Rd., Fort Worth
817-237-2758

SILVER CREEK 
METHODIST CHURCH
2200 Church Rd., Azle
817-444-1382

FIRST UNITED METHODIST
Hwy. 51 N & 3rd Street, Springtown
817-523-7874

POOLVILLE GLOBAL METHODIST
1 block W. of FM 920
(behind Poolville Post Of�ce)
817-599-3601

THE CHURCH OF
JESUS CHRIST OF
LATTER-DAY SAINTS
THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS
1010 Timberoaks, Azle
817-237-5075

PENTECOSTAL
GRACE CHAPEL UNITED PENTECOSTAL 
CHURCH
3508 Shawnee Trail, Lake Worth
817- 237-4844

PRESBYTERIAN
GRACE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
606 Mockingbird Lane, Weatherford
817-594-2744

ORTHODOX PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH OF FORT WORTH
Meeting at Northwest YMCA 
5315 Boat Club Road, Fort Worth
817-989-9800

ORTHODOX

ARCHANGEL GABRIEL
ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN CHURCH
1157 S. E.  Parkway (Jacksboro Highway), Azle
817-752-8255

OTHER
ALIENTO DE DIOS
2233 E. Hwy 199, Springtown
817-521-4694 

THE CHURCH IN PEASTER
www.thechurchinpeaster.org
817-596-8805

CORNERSTONE
COMMUNITY CHURCH
2233 Hwy 199 East, Springtown
817-221-LIFE (5433)

FAMILY CHURCH
9 miles S. of Springtown on Hwy. 51
817-599-7655

GRACE FELLOWSHIP CHURCH
2964 W. Hwy 114, Paradise
940-969-2427

HILLTOP FAMILY CHURCH
1227 Old Cottondale Road,
Springtown, 817-220-7177

THE FELLOWSHIP
AT PLEASANT GROVE
1064 CR4679, Boyd
940-999-8210

THE HOUSE OF PRAYER
1356 Reno Rd., Springtown
817-221-2551

POWERHOUSE
OF PRAISE CHURCH
1649 S.E. Parkway, Azle
817-319-7364

BRANDED CROSS
COWBOY CHURCH
3282 FM 2048, Boyd 76023
817-755-7021

SECRET PLACE MINISTRIES
112 Optimist Rd., Springtown
682-229-1433

GOSPEL GATHERING FELLOWSHIP
7315 Silver Creek Rd at Flatrock Rd, Azle • 832-
289-8720

LIGHTHOUSE CHURCH
6409 FM 730 S., Azle
817-444-4311

LIGHTHOUSE HARBOR CHURCH
1960 Long Circle, Pelican Bay
817-444-3547

THE LIVING WORD COUNTRY
CHURCH OF TEXAS
320 W.N. Woody, Azle, TX 76020
817-913-2717

NEW LIGHTED WAY
624 Harbor Dr. Circle, Azle
817-444-1577

NORTHWEST TEMPLE OF PRAISE
6781 Jacksboro Hwy., Lake Worth

PRECIOUS FAITH TEMPLE CHURCH
8601 Hwy. 199 @ Vance Godbey’s

THE HOUSE OF PRAYER
1356 Reno Rd., Springtown
817-221-2551

THE RANCH CHRISTIAN 
COWBOY CHURCH
7955 Reed Rd., Azle 682-327-7082

REAL FAMILY FELLOWSHIP
202 Pearson Lane, Azle
817-677-5963

GRACE & FAITH CENTER
11701 Jacksboro Hwy., Azle 817-210-6295

WESTERN HARVEST FELLOWSHIP CENTER
6577 Old Springtown Rd., Weatherford
817-523-2855 or 817-995-9087

SHEPHERD’S HEART CHURCH
14435 FM 730 N • Azle
817-444-7777

WESTERN STAR COWBOY CHURCH
790 CR 3696, Paradise TX 76073
817-688-6887

This devotional and directory is made possible by these businesses who encourage all of us to attend worship services.

DEVOTIONAL PAGE

ADVERTISE 
YOUR BUSINESS 

WITH US
817-270-3340

and maximize
your visibility!

Contact us about
advertising solutions.

“S�ving Azle &
the community since 1986“

113 SPEER ST • 817-444-4920
Thank you for your support!

CLEANERS

J & E Air Conditioning
& Heating Inc.

Licensed & Insured in the State of Texas: TX Lic.# TACLA01475E

FOR IMMEDIATE SERVICE, CALL:

817-220-4506

1825 W Hwy. 199,
Springtown, TX 76082

Graham Plumbing Co.

817-220-2469
GrahamPlumbingCo.com

VOTED BEST OF PARKER COUNTY 8 TIMES!

COMMERCIAL
RESIDENTIAL

Springtown • Azle
Boyd • Weatherford

M#15899
PROPANE

TANKS

817-237-3325

STUDIO - 1 bath , 350 sq. ft.
ONE BEDROOM - 1 bath, 450 sq. ft
TWO BEDROOM - 1 bath, 642 sq. ft.

113 Denver Trail, Azle 
817-444-3249 • Fax 817-444-3275

www.eaglecrestvilla.com

Rodney Gatlin, D.C.

400 BOYD COURT • 817-444-HELP

AZLE CHIROPRACTIC CLINIC

Celebrating over
35 years in business

www.azlechiropractic.com

HILLTOP FAMILY CHURCH

“Caring about what Jesus
cares about... You!”

1227 Old Cottondale • 817-220-7177
140 W. Main St., Azle
817-444-4613

RURAL GAS SUPPLY
PROPANE & TANKS  Celebrating 77 Years

817-270-3340
tricountyreporter.com

FOR 
ONE 
YEAR

$70
OUT-OF-COUNTY

FOR 
ONE 
YEAR

$50
IN-COUNTY

Subscribe today!

817-270-3340 
CALL KIMBERLY TO ADVERTISE

www.tricountyreporter.com



Reach more than 8,000 households with 
advertising in THE TRI-COUNTY REPORTER!

Nobody does it bett�!

CLASSIFIED 
AD DEADLINE: 

11:00 AM FRIDAY
Advertising Works! Call or email us today
to place your own ad in the classi�eds.

classi�ed@tricountyreporter.com

817-270-3340

CLASSIFIEDS
RATES

1 Air Condition/Heating
2 Antiques
3 Appliances
4 Appliance Repair
5 Arts/Crafts
6 Asphalt Paving
7 Auctions
8 Autos, Trucks
9 Auto Repair Service
10 Backhoe Service
11 Boats, Motors
12 Bookkeeping
13  Business Opportunity
14 Campers/Trailers
15 Carports/Patios
16 Equipment Repair
17 Carpet Service
18 Catering
19 Cement Work
20 Demolition
21 Child Care
22 Cosmetics
23 Computers/Services

24 Electrician
25  Equipment

& Tool Rental
26 Excavating
27 Exterminating
28 Farm Equipment
29 Fencing
30 Firewood
31 Free
32 For Sale
33 Furniture
34 Garage & Estate Sales
35 Garden/Mowing Svc
36 Hauling
37 Hay
38 Health/Fitness
39 Help Wanted
40 Home Improvement
41 House Leveling
42 House Cleaning
43 Hunting
44 Janitorial Service
45 Job Wanted

46 Looking to Buy
47 Lost & Found
48 Maintenance/Repairs
49 Masonry/Stonework
50 Mobile Home Service
51 Motorcycles
52 Movers
53 Musical Instruments
54 Music Lessons
55 Miscellaneous
56 Party Planning/Events
57 Pets/Livestock
58 Piano Service
59 Pool Service
60   Professional Services
61 Personal
62 Plumbing
63 Public Notice
64 Photography
65 Printing
66 Roofing
67 Recycling
68 Storage

69 Sand/Gravel
70 Septic Tanks
71 Sewing/Alterations
72 Sewer Service
73 TV/Radio
74 Tractor Service
75 Upholstery
76 Vacuum Cleaners
77 Wanted
78 Well Drilling
79 Welding
80 Lots/Acreage
81  Business & 

Commercial Property
82 RV’s for Rent
83 Houses for Sale
84  Mobile Homes for Rent
85  Mobile Homes for Sale
86 Mobile Home/RV Lots
87 Rent Furnished
88 Rent Unfurnished
89 Wanted to Rent

AD CLASSIFICATIONS
$10.00 A Week

16 Words or Less

Most ads require payment in advance, but we 
do accept VISA, MASTERCARD, DISCOVER or 

AMERICAN EXPRESS by phone.

• Over 16 words, add 20 cents per word.
• Extras such as Bold, Center & Border are 

available for a small fee
• Classified boxed display ads also available 

for $9.00 per column inch
• All ads must be paid in advance unless 

you have previously established credit

006 Asphalt Paving

BYRUM CONSTRUCTION
Asphalt and Concrete Paving

Driveways • Parking Lots
Asphalt Repairs & Sealcoating

Asphalt Millings • Gravel

Bruce Byrum, Azle, TX 817-690-2429

019 Cement Work
Allen Chesney Concrete
All Types of Concrete Work
Residential - Commercial
Foundations, driveways, 
sand, gravel, demolition, 
haul-off, retaining walls
817-271-4541

Kiley Chesney Construction
Dirt & Concrete Work

Kiley Chesney, Owner
Springtown, TX • Mobile 817-846-6645

DRIVEWAYS • (OUSE SLABS • GARAGES • Add-ons 
SMALL LAND CLEAN
UPS • GRAVEL DRIVEWAYS

020 Demolition

McNeely’s
DEMOLITION & 

CLEAN UP SERVICE
We Create Vacancy

Free Estimates

817-996-7887
253 Eagles Way, Springtown

• Tear Down
• Removal
• Haul Off
• Mobile 

Homes
• Garages

• Barns
• Houses
• Bobcat 

Service
• Dirt/Gravel 

Spreading

024 Electrician
BULLDAWG ELECTRIC CO.
All types of electrical services and MH 
hook-ups. 
Free Estimates. 817-675-4921
www.bulldawgelectric.com. 
TECL#25253.

026 Excavating

REED EXCAVATING
• SITE PREPARATION • GRAVEL ROADS
• LOT CLEARING • PARKING LOTS
• LEVELING • DEMOLITION
• FINAL GRADE • STOCK TANKS
• LAND EROSION

Dump Truck Hauling   817-919-3696

029 Fencing
BOBBY’S FENCE. All types, Free 
Estimates, Over 26 years experience. 
817-444-3213.

KILEY CHESNEY
CONSTRUCTION

All Types Fences - Tractor Work
817-846-6645

032 For Sale
Two 24’ RV’s for Deer Hunter’s Camp 
$1500 each. Near Springtown. 817-
714-9855

14.8 cubic feet chest freezer $150. 4 
Wood folding chairs $20. High table, 2 
stools $40. 817-564-6013

3/2 156 Lilac Ln., Azle Must see in 
person. New water-heater, dishwasher, 
stovetop, wall-oven, 6ft. cedar fence 
in backyard, new sprinkler system in 
front & back. $252,000 call Realtor Liz 
Crosby to set appointment at 817-360-
7202

034 Garage & Estate Sales
Daily Sale
Flea Market Vendors
Buy here cheap, Sell for more money
Needful Things
463 Deer Butte, closed Sunday - 
Monday 9am
817-525-3923

Multi-Family Garage Sale
1045 Idlewood Ave, Azle
Saturday Oct. 12th & Sunday Oct. 13th, 
9am-4pm

Giant Yard Sale
Lots of items Friday Oct. 11th - Sunday 
Oct. 13th, 7am-6pm
187 P.R. 4861, Azle

Yard Sale
4861 E. Hwy 199, Springtown
Friday - Sunday, 8am-6pm
Antiques, collectibles, tools, great for 
male shoppers!

Garage Sale
Sat Oct 12 8-2 pm
5608 Maple Valley Drive, Azle
Clothing, tools, art work,
kitchen items, and misc.

035Garden/Mowing Service
COWBOY LAWN CARE. Handyman 
services, residential, farm, , landscaping, 
tree trimming. Free Estimates. 817-271-
0450. Spring Specials.

Firewood

Dickie Carr 817-720-8526

Flower Beds
Retaining Walls
Equipment
Operators

Landscaping
Fence
Bobcat Work
All types of 
Haul-Off

GRATEFUL
4 YOUR TREES

All your tree needs met!

Chad’s Tree Service
Trimming • Removals • Stump Grinding

Systemic Feeding • Brush Chipping • Cable Bracing

817-221-2201 • 817-246-5943
817-800-6059 CELL

Insured for your protection
FREE

ESTIMATES

039 Help Wanted
Springtown ISD is accepting 
applications for Bus Drivers and 
Monitors. Training available. Contact the 
Transportation Dept. 817-220-1418.

MAINSTREAM group homes are hiring 
for FT/PT direct care staff.  Weekday 
3:30pm-8:30am shifts as well as 24-
hour weekend shifts.  Work 2 days a 
week, get paid to sleep, and have a 
full-time job!  Paid training, bene�ts, 
bonuses, and OT opportunities.  Start 
$9.00/hr with quick advancement 
possible. Call 817-270-2747, Monday-
Friday, 9am-3pm.

SILVER DOLLAR CUSTOMS
HELP WANTED 

2 Mechanics needed and 2 Body 
Technicians Experience a must and 
tools a plus! Mechanics We work on 
all types of vehicles; we specialize 
in classics. From full restorations, 
modi�cations, rebuilds and upgrades, 
maintenance, and repairs but not limited 
to. Hours: Monday - Friday 8:00am to 
5:00pm Occasional Saturday Body Shop 
Technicians Metal work, fabrications, 
welding, body working, sanding, 
grinding, and sand blasting. Hours: 
Monday - Friday 6:00am to 2:30pm 
Occasional Saturday Pay Negotiable 
Contact: Elizabeth @ 817-752-2165 or 
Come by: 408 Commerce St Azle, Tx 
76020

Ready to hire experienced housekeeper 
to assist me with cleaning my home. 
Multiple day assignment with potential 
to help me pack in December. Text 682-
803-8745. Thanks.

Mon-Fri 8 AM - 2 PM. Must be available 
on-call in emergencies. Good driving 

record required. Light maintenance work, 
must be able to assist & lift 50 lbs.
Please apply in person

113 Denver Trail, Azle. Or 
email resume to hsimpson@

eaglecrestvilla.com

MAINTENANCE
PERSONNEL/VAN DRIVER

THURSDAY ,  October 10, 2024

321 W. Main Street, Azle 
817-270-3340

tricountyreporter.com

Name:_________________________________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________________

City: ________________________________________________ State: ___________

Zip: _________________County: _________________________________________

Daytime ph:  ____________________ Email:  ____________________________

Circle one and clip and mail with check: 

CHECK ONE:

Q $50.00
IN-COUNTY
Tarrant, Parker &
Wise only

Q�$40.00
ONLINE ONLY
View an online replica of 
the paper without
receiving a printed copy

Q�$70.00
OUT-OF-COUNTY
Outside of Tarrant, 
Parker & Wise County 
within Texas

Summer 
Days
With your
hometown
newspaper!
13 MONTHS FOR 
THE PRICE OF 12

Apply in person at: 
605 N. Business 287, Ste 102, Decatur, Texas  or call  

Human Resources  
940-627-6362 | hr.info@klementford.com 

Jodi Parrish or Gina Pierce

All full-time positions o�er growth 

opportunities & a full bene�ts package including 

Medical, Dental, Vision, Life, 401(k) & more.   

EEOC

Karl Klement Properties, Inc.

Klement Distribution, Inc.
(Hershey Ice Cream Distributor)

No Positions Available at This Time

No Positions Available at This Time

No Positions Available at This Time
Sales Associate & 

Experienced Fleet Sales Associate
If you are a self-starter and motivated individual, 
we want to speak to you. Experience Preferred.

Please send resume via Indeed 
or Apply in Person at:

605 N Business 287, suite 102
Decatur, TX 76234

039 Help Wanted

321 W. Main Street, Azle 
817-270-3340

tricountyreporter.com

3 MONTH SPECIAL

Selling your
Boat, Auto, Trailer, 
Motorcycle, RV Or 
Other Vehicle

$2995
ONLY

Find your 
furever Friend!
Save a Shelter Animal

Find Your
Furever Friend

SAVE A SHELTER 
ANIMAL

Advertising Works!

Advertising Works!

SUBMIT A
CLASSIFIED AD

ONLINE
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CLASSIFIEDS817-270-3340
SEE PAGE B6 for Deadlines

040 Home Improvement
BOBBY MCWILLIAMS
PAINTING
817-821-6377
Interior/Exterior Painting
Residential & New Homes.
50 years experience.

Kevin’s
Handyman

Services

• Carpentry
• Drywall & Painting
• Tile & Laminate Floors
• Doors & Windows
• Decks & Stairs
• Cabinets & Countertops
• No Job Too Small

Springtown and 
Surrounding Areas

40 Years 
Experience

231-445-1221

Keep your
home safe.

Call Parker/Wise 
County’s oldest 

chimney sweeping 
company,

Mr. Sweeps.

817-692-5624 
ASK FOR DOUG

mrsweepschimneycleaning.com

SPECIAL $250
Chimney & Dryer Vent Cleaning

CHIMNEY CLEANING SERVICE
Mr. Sweeps

Devin’s Handyman Service
• $BSQFOUSZ
• $FNFOU
• RPDL
• (SBOJUF
• 5JMF
• 1BJOUJOH
• SJEJOH

Call Devin at 817-629-9608

FALL
SPECIAL
20% OFF 

with 
this ad!

• IOTVMBUJPO
• ,JUDIFO�
     #BUI
• SFBNMFTT 
    (VUUFST
• 1PXFSXBTIJOH
• %FDLT

049 Masonry/Stonework

All Types Stone & Brick Work
New Construction • Remodels

Free 
Estimates

817-308-6512
email alvarogsilva@verizon.net

commercial • residential

AZLE, TX

Landscape Designs, Outdoor Kitchens 
Patios, Retaining Walls, Mailboxes

,L.L.C.

concrete

052 Movers
U.S. Army Retired-but not tired! 

Careful moving-Cheap.

Call Big Jim @ 817-237-5151.

066 Roo�ng

ROOFING & METAL 
BUILDINGS

817-304-4224
Tired of always 

replacing your roof?

We’ll be here 
after the storm.

Call us for a 
metal roof quote.

817-523-4137

Commercial & 
Residential

• Roofing
• Metal Roofing
• Carports
• Metal Buildings
• All General 
     Contracting

He r e  B e f o r e  T h e  S t o rm ,  H e r e  L o n g  A f t e r .

417 N. MaiN St • SpriNgtowN

068 Storage
INNERSPACE STORAGE. Hwy 199, 
Springtown. Now renting all unit sizes, 
24-hour access. 682-842-1414.

STORAGE SPECIAL
10X10 $60/MONTH - $25 DEPOSIT
1350 LIBERTY SCHOOL RD, AZLE
5X10 $45/MONTH - $25/DEPOSIT

817-381-9505

Ash Creek
Storage

Convenient Location
$PSOFS PG .BJO SU� � LPDVTU • A[MF

817-444-3292

069 Sand/Gravel

Ha
ll’

s Sand, Dirt & Gravel

QUALITY
FAMILY BUSINESS

6inFe ����

CALL CLIFF HALL

(817) 228-6293
We go the extra mile to ensure

you get more for your $. 
On House Pads, Driveways, 

Lot Clearing & Tractor Work, Etc.

079 Welding

Metal Building Erectors
• Pre-enginered  Weld-up 

• Barns/Shops
• Arenas/Hangars

• Fencing

1220 E. Hwy. 199 • Springtown

WELD-DONE CONSTRUCTION LTD.

817-220-2150
www.weld-done.net

Cozart

Our Business is Metal Buildings
- And We’re Good!

DESIGN    FABRICATION    ERECTION

METAL 
BUILDING SYSTEMS

Fabrication and erection of quality 
metal buildings at reasonable prices, 

any size - any design

O�ce 817-237-2282
Fax 817-237-0904

Mark Cozart
817-233-6668

Jeremy Cozart
817-237-2028

Metal Building
Specialist

• Weld Ups/ Bolt Ups
• Pipe Fencing
• Concrete
• Horse Barns
• All Types Fencing
• Metal Roofs

NO JOB TOO SMALL
Compare Pricing

R & E Construction

owner Rodney Vick 
817-220-3044 

fax 817-523-7639   
cell 817-253-1614       

• Metal Buildings
• Steel Components
• Welding Supplies
• Concrete Supplies

• Fabrication Supplies
• Pipe Fencing
• Deer Blinds
• Deer Feeders

8894 W Hwy 199 • Springtown
817-220-0008 
www.SolidSS.com

Open to 
the Public

SOLID STEEL SOLUTIONS

081 Business/Commercial
40x50 building For Rent, 

3 miles west of Springtown. 

817-713-7495.

For Lease: 

Hwy 199 frontage, 

near hospital, 

2000 Sq Ft $1500/mo. 

817-220-2021 

Bryant Real Estate.

082 RV’s for Rent
Nice 1BR RV in adult RV park. Great for 
older person on limited income. Starts at 
$650/mo. All Bills Paid. Heritage RV Park 
817-444-3760.

083 Houses for Sale

1 year old Clayton Double Mobil Idalu. 
Extras, granite, carpets, 2 patios 
included. Put on your lot & move 
$139,500 509-666-2580

084 Mobile Homes for Rent
Pelican Bay: 1800 E. Pelican Oval 2-1 
$865 MO. $600 DEP. Owner/Broker 817-
988-9954 genejr.com

088 Rent Unfurnished
2 Bedroom house, nice & clean, quiet 
area, no dogs. $1400/mo. 817-444-
3636

1513 Coral Cut Off
3-1-1 $1,495 MO. $1,000 DEP.
Gene Thompson & Associates
817-246-4646 gtatx.com

AZLE OAKS
APARTMENT
700 JARVIS • AZLE

817-444-1712
1 & 2 Bedroom 

Unfurnished
Accepting Applications

Rent based on income
TDD: 

800-735-2989
This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

321 W. Main 
Street, Azle 

817-270-3340
tricountyreporter.com

don’t
break
the

piggy!
Find the 

money you 

need in our 

Classified 

section today!

16
WORDS

FOR
$10

having trouble keeping your ducks in a row?
Sell some of them in the Classifieds!

321 W. Main Street, Azle 
817-270-3340
tricountyreporter.com

16
WORDS

FOR
$10

817-270-3340
tricountyreporter.com

321 W. Main Street, Azle 
817-270-3340

tricountyreporter.com

Need a new
best friend?
Find your surfer buddy
in the Classifieds.

Place An
Ad In The

Classifieds
TODAY!

817-270-3340

Place An
Ad In The

Classifieds

Today!

817-270-3340

16
WORDS

10
DOLLARS

321 W. Main St, Azle 
817-270-3340

tricountyreporter.com

Looking 
for a job?
Find it in the classifieds!

CALL 817-270-3340
Advertising Works!
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TEXAS
CROSSWORD

by Charley & Guy Orbison

ACROSS

DOWN

  1  TXism: “he’s _  ___
      to walk the river
      with” (reliable)
  5  a pocket bread
  6  our treat (2 wds.)
  7  Travis ____ pleas
      for more men
      at the Alamo
  8  TXism: “___ the
      mark” (follow rules)
  9  a gorilla, e.g.
12  Texas-born Aaron
      Yoo 2009 comedy
      film: “Labor _____”
17  assumed names
19  the founding name
      of the city Uvalde  
21  male geese
22  TXism: “hot as _
      _____ stove”
23  “he ____  __
      holding the bag”
28  TX JoBeth 1983 film
      about kidnapping/
      murder of a child
29  annoying person
30  “___  ___ him
      wrapped around
      her little finger”
31  church table
35  camping shelter
36  Aikman shout in 
      1993: “I’m going to
      ______  _____!”
42  in Nueces County
      on highway 44
      (2 wds.)
44  milk _____ quickly
      if left out of fridge
46  West Asians who
      settled in Waller
      County in 1880s
48  Texas actress Sissy

  1  TXism: “sticks like
      _  _______  _____”
  2  Amtrak stop in
      Wood County
  3  TXism: “he can’t
      carry _  ____  __  
      _ bucket”
  4  noted 19th century
      political cartoonist,
      Thomas
  9  sailing in the Gulf
10  lasting performance
      platform? (2 wds.)
11  suffix denoting the
      female gender
12  a former Ranger in
      “Lonesome Dove”:
      “___ Eye Parker”

49  Friday high school
      event: “___ rally”
50  Monte ____, Texas
51  TXism: “if ___  _ rooster,
      he’ll crow” (inevitable)
52  clairvoyance (abbr.)
53  “Houston Museum of
      Fine ____”
54  TXism: “mobile mouse
      ____” (cat)
56  TXism: “busy as _  ___-
      armed paper hanger”

57  TXism:
      “rot ___”
      (liquor)
58  TX Ross Perot
      founded this
      company (abbr.)

13  “Star Trek’s” Spock
      line: “Live long ___ 
      _______”
14  it predated 7-11’s
      Slurpee
15  puppy bites
16  TXism: “____-
      slinging mad”
18  “it don’t ___ up”
      (doubt it’s true)
20  Austin: “Asleep __
      the Wheel” band
23  Levi’s inventor (init.)
24  Texas-born actor
      Hawke (init.)
25  Greek cheese
26  mall clothing
      store (2 wds.)
27  cow dung

32  Joan Crawford was
      born in Texas as
      Lucille __Sueur
33  Burrell of 2011 film
      “Butter” with TX
      Jennifer Garner
34  cowboy humility:
      “__, shucks ma’am”
36  horse color 
37  pelvic bones

38  “_____ down” 
      (reduce)
39  _____ beef
40  A.F. _____
      organized the
      drilling of Spindletop
41  A&M’s original 12th
      Man: __  _ King Gill
43  fleur-__-lis once 
      flew over Texas
45  48-across played
      his “Carrie” (init.)
47  most Texans are __
      _____ of their state
48  “_____ up or 
      ship out”
55  picnic pests
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TexSCAN Week of
Oct. 6-12, 2024

BU S I NES S  FOR S AL E
Profitable Garden Center/ Nursery business for 
sale in Odessa, TX. Owners looking to retire after 20 
pus years in business. Call Monica 432-362-0004 or 
432-230-1802.

CH ARI TY
Donate your car, truck, boat, RV and more to support 
our veterans! Schedule a FAST, FREE vehicle pickup 
and receive a top tax deduction! Call Veteran Car 
Donations at 1-855-808-4152 today!

ENERGY
Backup power — peace of mind. Get a standard 
warranty of 7 years, $849 value. Call 888-925-0261, 
Briggs & Stratton Energy Solutions.

Prepare for power outages today with a Generac 
Home Standby Generator. Act now to receive a FREE 
5-Year warranty with qualifying purchase. Call 1-855-
704-8579 today to schedule a free quote. It’s not just a 
generator. It’s a power move.

H OM E I M PROV EM ENT
Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a new, custom bath 
or shower in as little as one day. For a limited time, 
waving ALL installation costs! (Additional terms 
apply. Subject to change and vary by dealer. (Offer 
ends 12/29/24.) Call 1-855-965-0841.

Olshan Foundation Solutions. Your trusted 
foundation repair experts since 1933. Foundation 
repair. Crawl space recovery. Basement waterproofing. 
Water management and more. Free evaluation. Limited 
time up to $250 off foundation repair. Call Olshan 
844-736-4590.

L EGAL  AS S I S TANCE
Wesley Financial Group, LLC — Timeshare 
Cancellation Experts. Over $50,000,000 in timeshare 
debt and fees cancelled in 2019. Get free informational 
package and learn how to get rid of your timeshare! 
Free consultations. Over 450 positive reviews. Call 
855-501-6864.

M ED I CAL

Medicare questions? Hermann Sons Life has you 
covered. Retiring, new to Medicare, questions about 
changes to your current coverage — real answers 
from your trusted Hermann Sons Life Medicare Agent. 
Hermannsonslife.org, 210-527-9113, 877-437-6261.

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Coverage for 400 plus procedures. 
Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount plan. 
Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-0467 
www.dental50plus.com/txpress #6258

OI L  &  GAS  RI GH TS

We buy oil, gas & mineral rights. Both non-producing 
and producing including Non-Participating Royalty 
Interest (NPRI). Provide us your desired price for an 
offer evaluation. Call today: 806-620-1422. Lobo 
Minerals, LLC, PO Box 1800, Lubbock, TX 79408-
1800, LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com.

WATER D AM AGE

WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP & RESTORATION:  
A small amount of water can lead to major damage 
in your home. Our trusted professionals do complete 
repairs to protect your family and your home’s value! 
Call 24/7: 1-877-727-3027. Have zip code of service 
location ready when you call!

WANTED

Need Extra Cash — I Buy RVs & Mobile Homes 
–Travel Trailers, 5th Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper 
Pulls. In Any Area, Any Condition – Old/New, Dirty 
or Clean! I PAY CA$H. No Title – No Problem, we 
can apply for one. We go anywhere in Texas. ANR 
Enterprises, 956-466-7001.

T ex as  P res s  S tatewide Clas s if ied Network  
2 0 0  P artic ip ating  T ex as  News p ap ers  •  R eg ional Ads

S tart At $ 2 5 0  •  E m ail ads @ tex as p res s . c om
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

Last Puzzle
 Solution
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PUBLISHER’S NOTICE
All real estate advertising 

in this newspaper is subject 
to the Fair Housing Act 
which makes it illegal to ad-
vertise “any preference, lim-
itation or discrimination 
based on race, color, reli-
gion, sex, handicap, familial 
status or national origin, or 
an intention, to make any 
such preference, limitation 
or discrimination.” Famil-
ial status includes children 
under the age of 18 living 
with parents or legal custo-
dians, pregnant women and 
people securing custody of 
children under 18.

�is newspaper will not 
knowingly accept any ad-
vertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the 
law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings 
advertised in this news-
paper are available on an 
equal opportunity basis. To 
complain of discrimination 
call HUD tollfree at 1-800-
669-9777. �e toll-free 
telephone number for the 
hearing impaired is 1-800-
927-9275.

TRASH/WASTE SERVICE

ATEX TRASH SERVICE

817-344-8464 • atextrash.com

OVER 14 YEARS IN BUSINESS

PER
MONTH
WEEKLY 
PICKUP

$40$40Proudly Serving The Community We Live In

MOVERS

ret�ed but not t�ed! 
H�U.S. Army H

Please call Jim at
817-237-5151

Courtesy H Punctuality H Care
moverS

Full Service Moving - Gun Safes

Pianos - Auto - Antiques

Packing & Storage - Large or Small

Local & Long Range

member VFW  • DAV • Sheriff’s Assn • American Legion  • ET AL

AIR CONDITIONING AND HEATING

Texas Air Conditioning Contractor License: TACLA014745E

J & E Air Conditioning
and Heating Inc.

SPRINGTOWN
817-220-4506
www.jandeac.com

Sales · Service
Residential · Commercial

SERVING THE SPRINGTOWN, AZLE, WEATHERFORD & FORT WORTH AREA SINCE 1970

EXTERMINATORS

Tom Samples 
Pest Control

817-915-2470
Family owned and operated. Over 70 years of service. 

YOUR COMPLETE PEST CONTROL SERVICE

AIR CONDITIONING AND HEATING

AIR &
HEAT

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

IS YOUR SYSTEM WINTER READY?
FALL & WINTER
HEATING TUNEUP

$65
11345 FM 730N, Azle 
817-696-6421

TRANSMISSION

The Transmission Shop
We do our own transmission rebuilding 

here in house, saving you money.
Most others don’t! Others buy from

suppliers and auto part stores.

682-615-7250 • 817-766-3852

16 Words
or Less

$1000
CLASSIFIED AD

817-270-3340
tricountyreporter.com

Advertise in the Classifieds 
Make some bucks for the beach!

tricountyreporter.com




