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Mike’s Westside Rental has the equipment you need
Spring is the perfect time every type of tool for every are also a full-line dealer g B

to get started on your project  kind of project. Youcanalso  for SCAG mowers, Echo { Y PEL 7

list before the summer heat rent appliance dollies, paint ~ Power Equipment, and Toro ‘

hits. Whether it’s rejuvenat- sprayers, ladders, nail guns, Mowers, sales, parts and

ing your landscaping, prep- scissor lifts and drain augers  service. “

ping for a vegetable garden, to help check things off your No matter how big or small e

or installing a new sprinkler  to-do list this spring. your home projects are this >

system, Mike’s Westside Mike’s Westside Rentalisa  spring, the team at Mike’s

Rental in Azle has all the great resource for the small Westside Rental will help you

equipment you need to get contractor or weekend war- get them done. Follow them

those jobs done. rior. Whatever the project, on Facebook and visit their
Mike’s Westside Rental they will help to make sure website www.mikesrental. :

offers rentals on zero-turn you have all the things you com to check out any upcom- &

mowers, walk-behind tren- need to get it done. They ing specials. .

chers, lawn aerators, garden
tillers and more. If it’s a tool
that will make your project
go faster and smoother, they
have it.

Looking to start some in-
home projects like retiling
the bathroom or redoing
your hardwood floors? Mike’s
Westside Rental has the tools
for that, too. They offer floor
sanders, nailers, tile strippers
and cutters, just to name a
few.

Not sure what you need?
Everyone at Mike’s Westside
Rental is here to help you
find the tools you need for
your next project. They offer  Mike's Westside Rental is located at 1363 Northwest Parkway in Azle.  Bert Thompson of Mike’s Westside Rental can help you find what you need for your weekend project.

—r

Let NBT help yot
to success and w

i 405 Commerce Street

Azle, TX 76020
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Sorrells Custom Homes will help you design the home that fits your needs.

The benefits of building a custom
home with Sorrells Custom Homes

In recent years, several
large private home build-
ers have been peppering the
community with “cookie cut-
ter” homes. But a growing
number of homebuyers are
seeking out custom home-
builders today to help create
a home they want to build
their lives in.

Is it worth it to build a
custom home these days?
Meriem Sorrells with Sorrells
Custom Homes says,
“Absolutely! Sorrells Custom
Homes is known for having
vision, heart and adding that
special touch.”

What are some of the ben-

efits of customizing your
home from the ground up?

You get to create a floor-
plan that fits your lifestyle,
rather than trying to fit your
lifestyle into a pre-set floor-
plan. Whether you want a
dine-in kitchen, a game room
for the kids, a closet that’s fit
for a celebrity, or a spa bath-
room that you won’t want to
leave, Sorrells Custom Homes
will help you design the home
that fits your needs.

The lot sizes tend to be
smaller in many new con-
struction neighborhoods so
the builder gets to maximize
the number of homes being

built. With a custom home-
builder, you'll be able to find
the right sized property for
your home, no matter how
big or small. Do you want a
few acres to be able to spread
out? Sorrells Custom Homes
can help find the space that
fits your lifestyle.

Alot of custom home cli-
ents are amazed at how many
details of their home can be
customized to their hearts’
desire. Do you want the lat-
est technology, like smart
showers, heated floors, or
audio speakers throughout?
Have you already picked out
the exact design details for
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SALES & INSTALLATION

Honesty & Quality Are Our Best Reference!
Family Owned & Operated

Wood e Tile ¢ Vinyl Plank e Carpet e Shower
12 Months No Interest Financing Available W.A.C.

2597 W. Hwy 199, Springtown
817-668-6363

Open Mon.-Fri. 8:30 am - 5 pm Sat. 9 am - 2 pm

www.springtownfloors.com
SpringtownFloors@yahoo.com

your kitchen and bathrooms?
Working with a custom
homebuilder like Sorrells that
has these kinds of connec-
tions makes it so much easier
to bring your home to life.
The long-term satisfaction
of living in a home tailored to
your needs is priceless. You
get exactly what you desire,
no compromises, no short-
cuts — just the finest materi-
als and craftsmanship, woven
into your ideal home.
Everyone has a dream
home, and if you haven’t
been able to find it yet, then
maybe it’s time to build it!

COURTESY PHOTO

Meriem Sorrells

SAVE BIG BUCKS WITH OUR NO CREDIT FINANCING

Select Mattresses * Furniture ¢ Recliners
Sheets ¢ Mattress Protectors * Adjustable Base

MATTRESS 6UYS

OPEN Mon-Fri 10 am - 7 pm Sat 10 am - 6 pm, Sun 11 am - 5 pm

321 W. Main St,, Azle * 817-752-2002
499 E. Hwy 199, Sprlngtown * 682-302-9507
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Texas Designer Floors

From knowledgeable and personal sales representatives to highly skilled installers, the team at Texas Designer Flooring is well-trained
and held to the highest of industry standards, making sure that each customer experience is exceptional and consistent. We guide

our customers and designers along every step of the process, knowing that great service follows the customer long after the sale and
installation.

EAGLE MOUNTAIN
VE-"ERINARY CLINIC

Care for Feline and Canine

e

HOURS: M-F 8-5:30, Closed for Lunch 12-1:30 @ Sat 8-12

Dr. Dustin Fields ® 729 Boyd Road e Azle
817-444-3289

TRI COUNTY APPLIANCE
REPAIR LLC

30 Veared e
7% fedluatey!

PARTS & SERVICE

74 Vewres On Muin Steeet!

817-752-2555 . azleappliancerepair.net
service@azleappliancerepair.net

METRO CREATIVE CONNECTION

Gardening sparks a level of creativity among enthusiasts, and
that can help to alleviate stress by lowering levels of the hormone

cortisol.

Gardening offers more
than a day in the sun

STAFF REPORTS

Metro Creative Connection

Millions of people embrace
opportunities to get back in
their gardens each spring, and
they might be reaping more
rewards from that activity
than they realize. According
to the American Institute of
Stress, gardening sparks a
level of creativity among en-

thusiasts, and that can help
to alleviate stress by lowering
levels of the hormone cortisol.
In addition, authors of a 2022
study published in the jour-
nal Urban Forestry & Urban
Greening concluded that gar-
dening during the COVID-19
pandemic helped people
cope with coronavirus-relat-
ed stress through outdoor
activity.

Customers
who use
Joe Rider
Propane
SAVE an
average of
$250/year!

JocRider 0

PROPANE

Switch Today
and get a FREE
$25 gift card!

SERVING THE AZLE AREA SINCE 1954
FREE SYSTEM CHECK ¢ NO FEES

Call Us At 817-237-3325

‘ Established in 1980
. WE BELIEVE IN QUALITY

o L6

Needing help < >
with your pool 1401 SE Pkwy, Azle
or equipment? 817-238-0890

One of our trained technicians will come to your home
and explain to you how your pool system works!

® Learn about your equipment and plumbing

* Basic water chemistry

® FREE Book about topics discussed o i, L 4

® 10% Off in store coupon

* Weekly Service on Inground Pools Available

321\WAM:

TrIxCoUNTY [Rpomran
injStreetyAzlele

2270:33%0

WELCOME

MODERN APARTMENTS

P ————

HOME!

REATA

1133 Boyd Rd, Azle, Texas

817-752-2180

./%\;:M WELDING

IRON & SUPPLY

g

METAL FABRICATION

| ° Gates * Fencing
~* Trailer Repair

SUPPLIES
¢ Structural Steel ¢ Panels
* Pipe * Wire * Square Tubing

“ UINN SHAW: 817-781-0732
OFFICE: 817-735-7017
922 Pojo Rd. * Spt.

SUPPLIES
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$ FOR
' ONE
YEAR

$ FOR
ONE
YEAR

IN-COUNTY OUT-OF-COUNTY OUT-OF-STATE ONLINE

FOR
ONE
YEAR
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Overcome seasonal allergies

STAFF REPORTS
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Seasonal allergies crop up
at certain times each year,
particularly in spring and fall.
In 2021, approximately 81
million people in the United
States were diagnosed with
seasonal allergic rhinitis,
according to the Asthma
and Allergy Foundation
of America. The Canadian
Allergy, Asthma and
Immunology Foundation says
between 20 and 25 percent of
Canadians suffer from aller-
gic rhinitis.

Tree and grass pollen are
notable contributors to al-
lergies, as is mold. Verywell
Health says allergies can be
worse in certain areas. In the
U.S., certain areas of the East
Coast have high rates of aller-
gies, while cities on the West
Coast tend to be less harsh
on those with allergies.

Since allergies can make life

uncomfortable, people want
to know all they can do to
overcome seasonal allergies.
These strategies can help.

- Know the pollen count.
Information is key, and know-
ing when pollen or mold
counts are particularly high
can help people take cer-
tain steps to avoid allergic
reactions.

- Close the windows. When
pollen levels are high, closing
windows to prevent breezes
that can bring pollen inside
a home can be an effective
strategy. You also can utilize
a HEPA filter on the home’s
air conditioning system.

- Remove clothes worn
outdoors and shower to rinse
pollen off of skin and hair.

- While it can reduce energy
usage, hanging clothing to line
dry during high pollen counts
can cause pollen to stick to
freshly laundered items.

- Avoid gardening or other
outdoor activities when pol-

len is high. If you must be
outdoors, wear a mask.

- Try an antihistamine
product that will reduce your
body’s reaction to the sea-
sonal allergen. WebMD says
butterbar as well as a plant-
based Phleum pratense could
be natural alternative antihis-
tamine products.

- Use a nasal rinse to clean
allergens out of your nose.
This can help ease conges-
tion and itching. Select sterile
saline solutions or carefully
follow directions for prepar-
ing rinses in neti pots.

- Corticosteroid nasal
sprays can improve nasal
symptoms. Speak with a doc-
tor about how to use these
products and how long to use
them.

- Consider allergy shots,
also known as allergen im-
munotherapy. These shots
can help desensitize the body
to common allergies by using
very small amounts of aller-

METRO CREATIVE CONNECTION

Keep track of the pollen count so you can take steps to avoid allergic reactions.

gens over time. Eventually the allergen.

immune system will produce
areduced reaction to the

Allergies can be trouble-
some. However, various strat-

egies can help to diminish the
often unpleasant effects of
seasonal allergies.

Tips to revitalize a garden this spring

METRO CREATIVE CONNECTION

Discard dead plants and prune any dead branches.

33% MORE

SALE

$Q99

ACE

100 YEARS OF HELPFUL

SINCE 1924

THAN 1.5CU. FT.
BAGS SOLD
ELSEWHERE

- 2Lu il

/
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Gardening is a rewarding
hobby that pays a host of
significant dividends. Many
people love gardening be-
cause it allows them to spend
time outdoors, and that
simple pleasure is indeed a
notable benefit of working
in a garden. But the National
Initiative for Consumer
Horticulture notes that gar-
dening provides a host of
additional benefits, including
helping people get sufficient
levels of exercise, reduce
stress and improve mood.

With so much to gain from
gardening, it’s no wonder
people look forward to get-
ting their hands dirty in the
garden each spring. As the
weather warms up, consider

these tips to help bring a gar-
den back to life.

- Discard the dead weight.
Winter can take its toll on
a garden, even in regions
where the weather between
December and early spring is
not especially harsh. Discard
dead plants that have lin-
gered into spring and prune
any perennials that need it.
Branches that fell during
winter storms also should be
removed at this point if they
have not previously been
discarded.

- Test the soil. Soil testing
kits can be purchased at lo-
cal garden centers and home
improvement retailers. Such
tests are inexpensive and
can reveal if the soil needs to
be amended to help plants

thrive in the months to come.

- Mulch garden beds.

Mulching benefits a gar-

den by helping soil retain
moisture and preventing the
growth of weeds. Various gar-
den experts note that mulch-
ing in spring can prevent
weed seeds from germinat-
ing over the course of spring
and summer. That means
plants won’t have to fight
with weeds for water when
the temperature warms up. It
also means gardeners won’t
have to spend time pulling
weeds this summer.

- Inspect your irrigation
system. Homeowners with in-
ground irrigation systems or
above-ground systems that
utilize a drip or soaker func-
tion can inspect the systems
before plants begin to bloom.
Damaged sprinkler heads or
torn lines can deprive plants
of water they will need to

bloom and ultimately thrive
once the weather warms up.
- Tune up your tools.
Gardening tools have likely
been sitting around gather-
ing dust since fall. Serious
gardeners know that tools
can be expensive, so it pays
to protect that investment
by maintaining the tools.
Sharpened pruners help
make plants less vulnerable
to infestation and infection.
Well-maintained tools like
shovels and hoes also make
more demanding gardening
jobs a little bit easier, so don’t
forget to tune up your tools
before the weather warms up.
It’s almost gardening sea-
son, which means gardeners
can start on the necessary
prep work to ensure their
gardens grow in strong and
beautiful this spring.

RED HOT BUYS VALID MAY 1-27

NATURE SCAPES MULCH
Beautify And Protect: A three-
inch layer of mulch helps prevent
weeds and conserve soil moisture

MIRACLE-GRO POTTING MIX
Plant And Nurture: Soil nutrients
feed indoor and outdoor container
plants for up to 6 months.

Grows Plants,
Twice As Bigr'

Mix. .

el

_ Scotts? Nature Scapes® Color, . /'
Enhanced Mulch, 2 Cu. Et.// 4
Prevents weeds naturally — use a 3" layertc .
block growth and access to sunlight. 1-year " |
color'guarantee. J
7394695, 7394711, 7394703
Limit120.

MUST BUY IN
MULTIPLES OF 3t

. Miracle-Gro® Raised Bed Soil -
or Whitney Farms® Organic
Raised Bed Mix; 1.5 Cu. Ft.
7599723, 7505977 Limit 96.

MUST BUY IN
MULTIPLES OF 2%

S\':ottsO Turf Builder®

Lawn Soil; 1 Cu. Ft.
7106198
$6.00 each.

*'Miracle-Gro® 2 Cu. Ft. Potting Mix
or 4 Lb. All Purpose Plant Food
7104052, 7307804
$15.00 each.

$24.99 $38.99

$49.99 35 ACE REWARDS

EXCLUSIVE*

$4.499

Scotts® Turf Builder®
Bermudagrass Grass Seed,
Fertilizer & Soil Improver, 4 Lb.
7024832

Limit 5 at this price.

Tall Fescue Grass Seed, Fertilizer & Soil
Improver, 5.6 Lb., 7023447...838.99 - $5.00 Ace
Rewards Exclusive,* You Pay $33.99. Limit 5 at

505 N. Stewart ¢ 817-270-5600

32 ACE REWARDS 32 ACE REWARDS

EXCLUSIVE* EXCLUSIVE*

Ace® Southern Weed
and Feed

Covers 5000 sq. ft.

7003003

Limit 2 at this price.

10,000 Sq. Ft., 7003001...558.99 -
$4.00 Ace Rewards Exclusive,* You
Pay $54.99. Limit 2 at this price.

Ace® Lawn Fertilizer
Covers 5000 sq. ft.

7475379

Limit 2 at this price.

15,000 Sq. Ft., 7475346...54.99 -
$4.00 Ace Rewards Exclusive* You
Pay $50.99. Limit 2 at this price.

¥ GRASS SEED

BERMUDAGRASS

Mon-Sat8 am -7 pm Sun 10 am - 5 pm
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Watch out for these
poisonous backyard plants
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Spending time in the back-
yard can be restorative and
relaxing. Is it any wonder why
homeowners are increasingly
improving their homes so
that they can blur the lines
between the indoors and out-
side and enjoy more recre-
ational moments in nature?

Part of what makes a land-
scape inviting is the bevy
of plants dotting suburban
landscapes. Individuals may
take painstaking pleasure
in mapping out landscapes
that are both functional and
appealing. When selecting
foliage, it’s wise for home-
owners to familiarize them-
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selves with certain plants
that may not be very welcome
in their entertaining areas -
particularly those that are
dangerous. Poison ivy, oak
and sumac may be some of
the better-known poisonous
plants, but there are others
that can prove problematic

as well.

- Hogweed: This is an
invasive plant that grows
throughout North America
but is particularly well-known
along the Atlantic coast. The
sap in the leaves can cause
phytophotodermatitis, which
is a chemical reaction after
exposure to sunlight. Painful,
severe blisters can form on
the skin wherever it touches,
and hogweed sap may cause

‘ -

PHOTO COURTESY OF CHARMAINE RICHARDSON
Texas Bullnettle, also known as Bull Nettle, Tread-softly, Spurge Nettle (Cnidoscolus texanus) Leaves are
alternate, 2-4 inches long, typically 5-lobed, crinkled in appearance and covered with stinging hairs. If
one brushes against the leaves, one will feel the “sting” for 30-45 minutes.

N
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blindness if it gets into the
eyes.

- Lily of the Valley: This
plant is known for delicate,
bell-shaped flowers and a
sweet scent. While Lily of the
Valley is not poisonous to

touch, if ingested, toxic glyco-

sides in the flowers, berries,
leaves, and stems may cause
a host of problems, includ-
ing disorientation, vomiting,
blurry vision, and rashes.

- Bleeding Heart: Native to
woodlands, this perennial
loves the shade. It produces
unique flowers that resemble
tiny pink or white hearts with
drops of blood at the bottom.
Roots and foliage of Bleeding
Heart contain alkaloids that
are toxic to animals if ingest-

ATEX TRASH SERVICE

Taking care of the community that we live in

YARD ROLL OFFS

is_r) Construction  Remodel * Clean-up
P.0.Box 528 Azle, TX 76098

817-344-8464
atextrash.com

Voted Best Trash Service in
Parker Gounty 2023!

PHOTO COURTESY TEXAS PARKS AND WILDLIFE

Poison ivy, Toxicodendron radicans, grows in Texas all year round. All parts of the plant are toxicin all
seasons. Burning leaves of Poison Ivy are particularly dangerous because the toxinis carried in the
smoke and can cause serious respiratory damage if inhaled.

ed in high quantities.

- Nerrium Oleander: All
parts of this beautiful shrub
are extremely poisonous.

It should definitely be kept
away from pets and treat-
ed with caution or avoided
altogether.

- Foxgloves: Adored among
pollinators, Foxgloves pro-
duce towering pink and white
trumpet blooms in early sum-
mer. The whole plant is toxic
if eaten, however. People who
eat any part or attempt to

make tea may find their heart
rate slowing down or becom-
ing irregular.

- Stinging Nettle: Brushing
up against Stinging Nettle can
be a painful experience. The
plant has tiny stinging hairs
onits leaves and stems.

- Wild Hemlock: This is a
very poisonous member of
the carrot family. If con-
sumed, Wild Hemlock, which
looks like parsley, can cause
health problems. Toxins also
can be absorbed through the

o Weekly

Residential

Service

(.

e Family Owned
& Operated

e Qutstanding
Reputation

e Over 13 years
in husiness

e Devoted to
Customer Service

skin.

- Deadly Nightshade
(Belladonna): A beautiful
plant that produces shiny,
black cherry-like berries,
this contains a poison that
can paralyze the gastroin-
testinal muscles and even-
tually the heart. The Royal
Horticultural Society says
that even rubbing up against
it can irritate the skin.

Many plants, however
beautiful, can be dangerous
if ingested or touched.
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What to know about installing a pool at home
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Summer is a season of re-
laxation when school is not in
session, vacation season is in
full swing and people every-
where are getting outside and
soaking up the summer sun.
It’s hard to imagine how that
can get any better. But it can
for people thinking of install-
ing a pool in their backyard.

Pools definitely have a wow
factor that’s hard to repli-
cate. Homeowners consider-
ing pool installation can take
note of these factors as they
try to decide if a pool is right
for them.

CosT

The cost to install a pool
depends on a host of fac-
tors, including which type of
pool homeowners are con-
sidering and where they live.
According to the online home
improvement resource Angi
(formerly Angie’s list), the av-
erage cost to install an above
ground pool in the United

States in 2022 was $3,322,
while the average inground
poolinstallation in the same
year was $55,000. That’s
quite a disparity in price, and
homeowners should know
that the average cost of each
project is higher in certain
regions and under certain
circumstances. Potential an-
cillary costs, such as excava-
tion and plumbing relocation,
will add to the final cost of
the project. The erection of
fencing around the pool if no
fencing currently surrounds
the area where the pool will
be located also will add to the
final cost.

POOLTYPE

As noted, above ground
pools, on average, require
a considerably smaller fi-
nancial investment than
inground pools. This is an
important consideration, but
which option may ultimate-
ly prove the better invest-
ment is worth researching.
Homeowners can speak with
alocal real estate profes-

KEEPON
TRUCKIN!

sional to determine if an in-
ground pool or above ground
might yield a significantly
higher return at resale. If an
inground pool is likely to
increase property value by a
substantial amount, it could
be well worth the extra up-
front costs.

MAINTENANCE

Pools are undeniably fun,
but they still require mainte-
nance. The experts at Better
Homes & Gardens note that
vinyl liners in pools last ap-
proximately six to 10 years,

while painted concrete may
require a fresh coat of paint
every five years. Plaster fin-
ishes may last as long as 15
years, while cement-coated
products can last a lifetime.
Pools also need periodic
cleaning, and chemicals to
keep the pool operating
safely and cleanly will require
an additional, if somewhat
minimal, financial invest-
ment. Homeowners invest-
ing in a new pool should be
aware of the maintenance re-
quired to keep the pool clean
and be willing to do that

maintenance. And though
homeowners typically can
open and close pools on their
own, it’s also possible to hire
someone to do it for a rela-
tively small fee each season.

LOCATION

A survey of the land in a
yard can reveal how smooth-
ly a pool installation may or
may not go. Though it’s pos-
sible to install a pool in just
about any yard, some spaces
might require greater prepa-
ration and pre-installation
effort than others. Sloped

backyards, for example, may
require the services of aland-
scape architect to prepare
the space, which can extend
the time it takes to complete
the project and add the over-
all cost.

These are just some of the
factors that merit consider-
ation when mulling a pool
installation. A homeowners’
best resource might be a lo-
cal pool company who can
visit a home, provide an esti-
mate and point out any chal-
lenges that may arise during
the install.

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL
11345 FM 730N, Azle

817-696-6421

Owner Kenny Bates - 817-361-3695

METRO CREATIVE CONNECTION
Pools definitely have a wow factor that's hard to replicate.
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SPECIAL UTILITY DISTRICT

SALES e SERVICE ¢ PARTS
11601 Jackshoro Hwy * 817-237-6641
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817-220-7707

Amy Kaplan | get it. Your home and car are
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813 E. Hwy 199

where you make your memories
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protection. It's why I'm here.

LET’S TALK TODAY.

o StateFarm'

Springtown, TX 76082
Bus: 817-220-5222
amykaplaninsurance.com

'] Mower

¥ Finance
Available
APPLY NOW

0%: Financing for 36. months!
EE-Equipment.com

Customer, Service
& Satisfaction|is
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Husqvarna

*For.Qualified(Buyers

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company State Farm Indemnity Company State
Farm Fire and Casualty Company State Farm General Insurance Company Bloomington, IL
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he beauty and tranquility
Eagle Mountain Lake.

e Qver 180 RV spaces w/water, sewer and 30/50 amp electricity

o Monthly rates starting at ®580, including all utilities,
up to $75 in electricity

o Weekly rates starting at $315.00 per week
e Newly built launch ramp extended into deeper water
e New storage units with concrete floors and specially built doors

“ l
to open enough for wakeboard boat with the towers up. 14x35’ & G. D EA'E

17x50’ also including annual boat launch. TR £y L 7‘-—-'
o Full service fuel dock with pump-out =7 e R F IrE
© Boating/RV supplies available at the Ship’s Store 7 days a week
e Swimming beach (for tenants only)

e Covered boatslips starting at *300 per month

WIESHd BAY

S/A\GEE MOUNTAIN LARE, TEXAS

chool Tap Rd. * 817-444-1622
estbaymarinatx.com

ebsite for park rules and RV site application

Big D’s BBQ
Restaurant & Bar

NOW OPEN
8AaM- 10 pPM

We provide title insurance
for real estate transactions.

Serving Breakfast,
Lunch & Dinner

FIDELITY

NATIONAL TITLE

Rector & Eargle P.C.

Office: 817-270-0948 | Fax: 817-270-0543 | 224 W. Main St., Azle, TX 76020

VISIT US ONLINE AT
FNTAZLE.COM
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How to keep
lawn looking green
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Homeowners’ fasciation
with a lush, green lawn is
something that has devel-
oped over time and is still
‘erowing’ strong. According
to a 2019 survey conducted
on behalf of the National
Association of Landscape
Professionals, 81 percent of
all Americans had lawns and
79 percent said a lawn is an
important feature when buy-
ing or renting a property.

Even though lush lawns are
still coveted, due to drought,
the financial climate and even
invading insect populations,
many people are taking in-
ventory of their landscapes
and deciding if alawn is a
priority, even going so far as
to reinvent their spaces with
lawn alternatives. Still, there
are ways to keep proper-
ties green no matter which
route is taken. Here’s a look
at some environmentally
friendly ways to address a
landscape.

IRRIGATE FROM BELOW

There are many ways to
water landscapes, but home-
owners may want to take
their cues from the commer-
cial farming industry. Drip
irrigation systems utilize a
network of valves, pipes and
tubing close to the roots of
plants or under the soil. Such
systems are more efficient
than surface irrigation op-
tions, helping to save water
and nutrients in the soil.

WATER EARLY

Scotts Lawn Care suggests
watering a lawn in the morn-
ing before 10 a.m. when it is
cooler and winds tend to be
calmer. This ensures wa-
ter can be absorbed into the
soil and grass roots before
evaporation occurs. Watering
midday may cause the water
droplets on the lawn blades
to heat up and actually
scorch the lawn.

PLANT A NEW GRASS TYPE

Homeowners can experi-
ment with eco-friendly grass

tricountyreporter.com

your

seed blends that mix native
grasses and may not require
as much water nor ideal
growing conditions.

UTILIZE GREEN ALTERNATIVES

Rather than focusing solely
on grass, some homeowners
are turning to alternatives
like clover and even moss,
particularly if their land-
scapes do not have the most
pristine growing conditions.
This may reduce the need
for chemical fertilizers and
herbicides. The result is still a
green, inviting yard.

WATCH THE LAWN HEIGHT

Mowing too frequently or
at too low a height may com-
promise the lawn’s ability to
thrive. Grass cut to the prop-
er height develops a deep
root system to better locate
water and nutrients in the
soil. That means homeown-
ers may not have to water as
much or as frequently. Taller
lawns also shade the soil and
the roots, reducing some
evaporation.
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Green landscapes are possible with a few tips that help conserve water and maximize natural resources.

COMPOST

Leave the clippings on
the lawn to break down and
further feed nutrients to the
lawn, helping it look greener
and thrive. Furthermore, rely
on supplementation with

compost to reinforce the nu-
trient profile in the soil. The
National Resources Defense
Council says composting is
the natural process of recy-
cling organic matter, such as
leaves and food scraps, into a

Wood floor cleaning guide
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Wood floors are coveted
for a number of reasons, not
the least of which is their aes-
thetic appeal. Many people
prefer wood flooring because
dust and dirt do not become
trapped as they would in car-
pet fibers, seemingly making
wood flooring easy to clean.

Most floors endure a lot of
wear and tear. However, with
care, wood flooring may last
for decades. Part of that care
includes understanding how

EUERY TOOL

to properly clean and main-
tain wood floors so they look
their best. The following are
some steps for keeping wood
floors as pristine as possible.
- Remove shoes. It’s a good
idea to remove shoes, par-
ticularly heels, when walking
on wood floors. Sharp heels,
cleats and other shoes can
scratch or dent wood floor-
ing. All shoes can track in ex-
cess dirt, which can contrib-
ute to a lack of luster as well.
- Sweep or vacuum fre-
quently. The experts at The
Spruce suggest sweeping,

vacuuming or dust mopping
wood floors daily. Dirt and
dust make floors more slip-
pery, and dirt or sand par-
ticles can lead to scratches on
the floor.

- Learn your flooring type.
Wood flooring is broken
down into three main catego-
ries: solid hardwood flooring,
engineered hardwood floor-
ing and laminate wood floor-
ing. Traditional hardwood is
made of planks or strips of
any hardwood covered in a
wood stain. Engineered floor-
ing is manufactured by gluing

together several thin plies of
hardwood. Laminate flooring
looks like wood but generally
is a veneer or a photographic
image of wood covered by a
thick layer of melamine resin
over fiberboard.

- Skip harsh cleansers.
Regardless of flooring type,
most are covered by a sealant
that can become streaky or
dull if the wrong cleanser is
used. Avoid chlorine bleach,
ammonia, pine oil, or undi-
luted vinegar. Instead, choose
a cleanser that is specifically
recommended for the floor-

ing type. Do not allow water
or solutions to sit on the
floor, as that can contribute
to staining and warping. With
laminate flooring, avoid wet
mopping unless the floor-

ing is specifically marked as
being able to be wet. The un-
derlayers of laminate flooring
can warp if it gets wet.

- Damp is better than wet.
When cleaning wood floor-
ing, use a damp rather than
a soaking wet mop. Better
Homes & Gardens says stand-
ing water can damage wood
surfaces.

We have the tools & equipment you need

for your home improvement projects.

Also, check out the full line of SCAG,

Echo, & Toro outdoor power equipment.

1363 NW PARKWAY

valuable fertilizer. It doesn’t
take much to nurture com-
postinayard.

Green landscapes are pos-
sible with a few tips that help
conserve water and maximize
natural resources.

- Use the hard floor setting.
When vacuuming, adjust the
vacuum to a hard flooring
setting, which will not engage
the brush rollers on the vacu-
um head. Rollers can scratch
wood and laminate flooring,
advises The Home Depot.

- Use repair products as
needed. Scratch and repair
kits can fill in small scratch-
es. Wood floor polish and
wood waxes also can revital-
ize worn floors. Again, check
that the product is safe for
your particular flooring be-
fore use.

STOP IN TODAY!

AZLE, TX 76020
817.444.2311
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Make a yard
less attractlve
to ticks
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Backyards are ideal places
to spend warm afternoons
soaking up some sun. Lazy
days in the yard are a big part
of what makes warm weather
seasons like spring and sum-
mer so appealing. But those
afternoons can quickly go off
the rails when an unwelcome
visitor makes its presence
known.

Ticks can be found
throughout the world, but
the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention notes
that only a select few types
of ticks transmit bacteria,
viruses and parasites, or
pathogens, that cause dis-
eases in people. But even if
the number of tick species
that transmit diseases to hu-
mans is relatively low, ticks
that can infect humans are
anotable threat. Such ticks
carry pathogens that the CDC
notes can cause a number of
diseases, including Bourbon
virus, Ehrlichiosis and, of
course, Lyme disease, among
others.

Human beings can come
into contact with ticks in
their own backyards. But hu-
mans can take various steps
to make their lawns less wel-
coming to ticks.

- Cut your grass short
and keep it that way. Black-
legged ticks are transmitters

of Lyme disease, which the
CDC notes is the most com-
mon vector-borne disease

in the United States. Lyme
disease also poses a grow-
ing threat in Canada, where
data from the Public Health
Agency indicates human-
reported Lyme disease cases
increased fromm 144 in 2009
to more than 2,100 in 2022.
Black-legged ticks do not

like environments that are
dry and hot, so short grass
makes lawns less attractive
to this type of tick. Consumer
Reports advises homeown-
ers who have let their grass
grow a little too high (around
five or six inches) to bag their
clippings when cutting the
grass. Lots of clippings on
the grass can provide a re-
spite from the heat for black-
legged ticks.

- Create a tick barrier if
your property abuts woods.
Woods provide a cover from
summer heat that black-
legged ticks crave. So proper-
ties that abut the woods may
be more vulnerable to these
unwanted guests than yards
that do not border wood-
lands. A barrier of dry mulch
made of wood chips between
a property and a bordering
wooded area can help repel
ticks, who won’t want to
settle in often dry, hot mulch
beds.

- Plant with infestation
prevention in mind. Some

attractive to this type of tick.

plants can help to repel ticks
because they boast certain
characteristics that ticks can-
not tolerate. The fragrances,
textures and oils of plants
like garlic, mint, lavender,
marigolds, and others create
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less welcoming conditions
for ticks. Homeowners can
speak with local garden cen-
ters for advice on tick-repel-
lant plants that can thrive in
their particular climate and
on their properties.
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- Remove yard debris. Piles
of wood, leaves and brush
can make for good conditions
for ticks that transmit dis-
ease. After raking leaves and
gathering brush, discard the
resulting piles immediately.
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Keep your lawn short to discourage black-legged ticks. They do not like environments that are dry and hot, so short grass makes lawns less

These measures will not
necessarily prevent all ticks
from establishing themselves
on a property, so individu-
als are urged to inspect their
bodies and the bodies of their
pets after a day in the yard.
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What to know about reseeding or
replanting your lawn
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Spring marks the return of
flowering plants and warm
weather. And homeowners
know that spring also ushers

in the return of home renova-

tion season.

Homeowners undoubtedly
have an extensive list of proj-
ects on their to-do list this
spring, and that may include
helping their lawns and gar-

dens recover after a long win-

ter. Unpredictable weather,
which can include drought
and excessive rainfall and ev-
erything in between, can take
its toll on a lawn. In certain
instances, the best solution
may be planting new grass.
But homeowners can consid-
er these tips before they be-
gin the process of reseeding
or replanting their lawns.

- Scarify the lawn.
Scarifying a lawn can help
to create a clean slate, but
the timing must be right.

*

HIGHLAND

Various lawn and garden ex-
perts, including those at BBC
Gardeners’ World Magazine,
recommend scarifying in
spring or early autumn. But
don’t jump the gun when
scarifying in spring by scari-
fying before the lawn has
started to grow after a dor-
mant winter. Scarify when
the soil is a little wet and the
grass is once again actively
growing. Scarfiying can re-
move any lingering weeds
from last season and also pull
up any moss that might have
taken hold over the winter.
Without weeds and moss to
contend with, freshly planted
seeds are in better position to
thrive.

- Work with a landscaping
professional. Homeowners
with manageable lawns can
likely scarify their own lawns
with a relatively inexpensive
plug-in scarifier. However,
scarifying can be a strenuous
physical activity, particu-
larly for homeowners with

*

FURNITURE

Stop at Highland Furniture for all your furniture needs.
Don’t see what you want? We can get it just ask!

FREE LAY-A-WAY
FINANCING AVAILABLE
Hours Mon-Fri 10-6 ¢ Sat 10-2 e Sun Closed
133 E. 1st St.e Springtown

817-220-5570
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Here's the deal, our Home and Auto rates are already
great. But when you combine with State Farm®, you can
save even more. Call me to discover your surprisingly
great rates on Home and Auto today. Like a good
neighbor, State Farm is there.®

Lindsay Bender Ellis
106 Eureka St., Suite A
Weatherford, TX 76086
817-594-0252

CoveredByLindsay.com

StateFarmr

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company, State Farm
Fire and Casualty Company, State Farm General Insurance Company, Bloomingly, IL. State Farm
County Mutual Insurance Company of Texas State Farm Lloyds, Richardson, TX
State Farm Florida Insurance Company, Winter Haven, FL 2001866

Get surprisingly
great Home
& Auto rates.

large lawns. In such instanc-
es, homeowners can benefit
from working with a qualified
landscaping professional.
Such a professional can scari-
fy the lawn and subsequently
reseed or replant new grass.
The latter task is not so sim-
ple, as the lawn care experts
at Scotts™ note that choos-
ing the correct seed is a vital
part of reseeding or replant-
ing a lawn. Choosing seed
may sound simple, butit’s a
potentially complex decision
that requires knowledge of
the existing grass, includ-
ing when to plant it. Certain
grasses are best planted in
spring or early fall, while oth-
ers are best planted in sum-
mer. A qualified landscaping
professional can identify the
existing grass and plan the
seeding or planting around
this important detail.

- Prepare to water the lawn.
Watering is vital to the long-
term success and health of
freshly planted grass seed.

Scotts™ urges homeowners
to keep the top inch of soil
consistently moist, but not
soggy. That requires a daily
commitment, and setting a
multi-function hose nozzle
or sprinkler to the mist set-
ting once per day or more if
it’s hot outside can increase
the chances grass will grow
in thick and strong. Scotts™
recommends keeping the top
two inches of the soil moist
until the new grass reaches
a mowing height of rough-
ly three inches. Once that
benchmark has been reached,
watering frequency can be
cut back to about twice per
week, but now the soil should
be deeply soaked instead of
misted. The soaking will help
roots grow deep into the soil.
Spring is a great time for
homeowners in various re-
gions to reseed or replant
their lawns. With the right
approach, homeowners can
enjoy a full and lush lawn
throughout summer.

e Removals
o Stump Grinding

e Insured for your protection
o Free Estimates
e Satisfaction Guaranteed

s TREE
SERVICE

e Commercial & Residential e Trimming
o Systemic
Tree Feeding

817-246-5943

P

-
\

Chad Green § 1

Owner/Operator

Full line of plants
for landscaping

Trees * Shrubs * Flowers
Home & Garden

Supplies & Fertilizers

Full Service Florist

Visit us online or come see us for
Mother’s Day flowers and gifts

200 E. Main St. « Azle

817-444-2400

S

F
- .3
METRO CREATIVE CONNECTION
Scarifying a lawn can help to create a clean slate, but the timing
must beright.
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How to keep animals safe outdoors
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Fresh air and sunshine can
do wonders for the body and
even the soul. People realize
this, which is why outdoor
activity is encouraged; stay-
ing indoors all the time can
quickly sap energy levels and
diminish mood.

What is good for human
beings also may be good
for pets - within reason, of
course. Domestic compan-
ion animals can benefit from
time in the great outdoors.

It provides them new sights
and sounds, opportunities
to explore, and new ways to
exercise. Their owners just
need to take precautions to
make outdoor ventures safe
for domesticated animals.
The good news is there are
steps to make time outdoors
safer for pets.

MAKE THE YARD
PET-FRIENDLY

Those who have the benefit
of a yard will want to fence it
in. Fences stop pets from run-
ning away, and they can limit
the probability that predators
will get inside the yard.

The yard should routinely
be inspected for dangers,

time outside if the weather is
especially harsh.

CHECK IN FREQUENTLY

Pets should not be left en-
tirely to their own devices
outdoors. Fences may keep
some predators out, but
those that can fly or climb (or
burrow) can make it inside.
Keep tabs on pets while they
are outside. Do not keep a
dog tied up for a while, as the
animal may get tangled and
choke.

USE A LEASH

Walks around the neighbor-
hood are made much safer
with the use of leashes, or
leads as they are sometimes
called. A leash enables pet
owners to restrain their pets
if need be and prevent them
from running loose and get-
ting lost.

AVOID HIDDEN POISONS

Antifreeze, oil and even
discarded trash can be dan-
gerous to pets if ingested.
Pet owners need to exercise
caution on walks.

EXERCISE CAUTION IN STORES

Certain retailers have re-
laxed their policies about
letting pets inside. Others
have not but seemingly turn a

including poisonous plants
(poison ivy, mushrooms) that
pets may ingest, as well as
other hazards.

INSTALL APET DOOR

A pet door can provide
convenient access to the out-
doors when pets would like
to get outside. Doors can be
purchased with radio-signal
locks that will disengage
when a pet wearing an elec-
tric collar tries to go through;
otherwise, the door stays
closed for security reasons.

PREVENT PARASITES

Work with your veterinar-
ian to get a prescription for
parasite preventatives. This
includes flea and tick medica-
tion and worm medication.
Pets may get heartworms
from the bites of mosquitoes.
Therefore, limit the number
of mosquitoes on your prop-
erty by draining standing
water and potentially using
repellents if mosquitoes are a
nuisance.

WATCH THE WEATHER

Pets will need ways to cool
off or warm up when spend-
ing time outdoors. Extreme
heat or cold could be dan-
gerous, so avoid having pets
spend prolonged periods of

There are ways to make time spent outdoors safer for pets.

blind eye when pets come in-
side. By and large, only certi-
fied service animals are legal-
ly allowed to be in most retail
stores. Bringing an ‘emotion-
al support animal’ or another
pet in the store can compro-

mise the ability of trained
animals to properly pro-
vide care because they may
become distracted by other
pets. Non-service animals
also may become injured by
shopping carts or get under

METRO CREATIVE CONNECTION

feet of shoppers if they are
not properly leash-trained.
Pet owners can safeguard
domesticated animals and
pets in various ways when
spending time outdoors.
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Native plants help combat water shortages by reducing the need to
water.
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Spring and summer present
ideal growing conditions for
many plants, making these
| seasons an ideal time to tend

it’s easy to succumb to the
temptation of exotic plants,

¢ avid gardeners and eco-con-
scious planters recognize the
significance of native plants.

Novices may not realize
that native plants are much
better for a landscape and the
=1 local ecosystem it calls home.
Recognition of the many
benefits of native plants can
make for healthier lawns and
B gcardens and a healthier plan-
et as well.

- Native plants are built for
local climates. One of the is-
sues gardeners who plant ex-
otic plants run into is keeping

;rem l!'-~
RS m

to lawns and gardens. Though

those plants thriving when
weather turns harsh. For
example, exotic plants may
require extra watering in ar-
eas that experience drought
or even long periods with-
out precipitation in spring
and notably summer. The
United States Environmental
Protection Agency reports
that at least 40 states an-
ticipate water shortages by
2024. Planting native plants
can help to combat those
shortages by reducing the
need to water plants if con-
ditions become dry in late
spring and summer.

- Native plants save money.

It’s also important to note
that native plants save home-
owners money. Because
they’re capable of thriving in

local conditions, native plants

tend to require less watering,
which can hep homeowners

reduce their utility costs. But
native plants also require less
upkeep, which means home-
owners can save on potential-
ly costly, not to mention eco-
unfriendly, pesticides and
other amendments in order
to maintain the look of exotic
plants. And though it’s not
always the case, exotic plants
tend to cost more at nurser-
ies than natives.

- Native plants save gar-
deners time. In addition to
saving money, native plants
don’t require as much atten-
tion. Though spring and sum-
mer is a great time to be in
the yard, it’s also a great time
to be out and about. Because
native plants thrive in local
conditions, gardeners won’t
need to spend much of their
free time tending to them.
Exotics tend to require a lot
of extra attention and effort,

The benefits of planting native species

especially when conditions
become harsh. Spending
more time outdoors in harsh
weather does not appeal to
most gardeners.

- Native plants blend in
with an existing landscape.
Native plants look natural
within an existing landscape,
adding some instant aesthet-
ic appeal without breaking
the bank. When planting ex-
otics, homeowners may feel a
need to redesign their entire
gardens to create a certain
look (think Japanese garden).
That can quickly consume a
budget and take up a lot of
free time in both the short-
and long-term.

Planting season marks a
great time to revitalize a land-
scape. Choosing native plants
is the best choice for home-
owners and the planet they
call home.
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Create your native
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Gardening is a worthwhile
endeavor that not only passes
the time, but can be a form
of exercise and relief from
the daily grind. Gardens also
provide ample opportunity
to experiment, as individu-
als can produce everything
from vegetables to bountiful
bloom:s.

Recent years have wit-
nessed a growing emphasis
on eco-friendly gardening
that aims to reduce reliance
on chemical fertilizers and
pesticides in an effort to pro-
tect the planet. One way to do
S0 is to rely on native plants.

WHAT ARE NATIVE PLANTS?

Native plants are indig-
enous to particular re-
gions. The National Wildlife
Federation says native plants
grow in habitats without hu-
man introduction or inter-
vention. Native plants have
formed symbiotic relation-
ships with local wildlife over
thousands of years, which
the NWF notes makes them

the most sustainable options.
Native plants help the envi-
ronment and thrive with little
supplemental watering or
chemical nutrients.

NATIVES VARY BY REGION

Native plants vary by re-
gion. In arid climates, certain
succulents may be native be-
cause they don’t need much
rainfall to thrive. In lush wet-
lands, succulents might be
out of place.

START NATIVE PLANTING

The NWF offers native
plants for 36 different states
that can be shipped right
to customers’ doors to help
replenish native varieties. In
addition, gardeners can visit
local gardening centers to se-
lect native plants. Small and
independently owned centers
often feature knowledge-
able local staff whose exper-
tise can prove invaluable to
individuals seeking native
varieties.

It's important to keep
in mind that native variet-
ies may look less cultivated
than more exotic blooms and

foliages designed to sell for
their unique appearances.
Wildflowers and native grass-
es may be the types of native
plants found in abundance,
which may grow up and out
quickly. These other tips can
help the process.

- Plan and prepare the
site by removing weeds and
turning over the soil. This
will give seedlings an oppor-
tunity to take root without
competition from weeds.
Seedlings will give gardens a
faster head-start than waiting
around for seeds to germi-
nate. However, gardeners can
start seeds indoors and then
move them outside once they
are seedlings.

- Avoid planting native
plants in rows, as that’s not
how they’re likely to grow
naturally. Vary the placement
so the plants look like they
sprouted up haphazardly.

- Gardeners can still exert
some control over native
gardens prone to growing a
little wild. Borders and paths
can better define the growing
areas.

plant garden
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One of the benefits of using natives is that you can limit water use unless conditions have been

especially dry.

- Grow Native!, an initia-
tive from the Missouri Prairie
Foundation, suggests plant-
ing two to four species in
broad sweeping masses or

drifts. Mix grasses with flow-
ering plants. The grasses
produce dense, fibrous
roots that can prevent weed
growth.

Native plants should re-
quire minimal care. Keep an
eye on them and supplement
with water if conditions have
been especially dry.

A guide to various types of home awnings
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Homeowners recognize
that upgrades can improve
the functionality and comfort
of their homes. Improving
outdoor spaces has proven
particularly popular of late.
The National Association of
Home Builders reports that
outdoor living has been pro-
pelled to the top of home-
owner wish lists. Plus, a re-
cent survey conducted by the
New Home Trends Institute
found connection to the out-
doors/nature and outdoor

entertaining ranked high
among desired home designs.

One way to make outdoor
spaces more accommodat-
ing is through the installation
of awnings. Many homeown-
ers would like to enhance
their homes with awnings
but do not know where to
begin. Learning about the
various types of awnings can
help homeowners determine
which option best suits their
needs.

FIXED AWNINGS

Fixed awnings are station-
ary on a building’s exterior.
While the awnings are gener-

ally stable, they can be dam-
aged by snow or wind. It’s key
to find an installation expert
to make sure the awning is in-
stalled correctly so that it can
withstand weather and other
issues. It’s also important

to know that fixed awnings
remain in the same position
and orientation, so its best to
know exactly where to place
it beforehand.

RETRACTABLE AWNING

Retractable awnings are the
most popular type of awnings
because they can be extend-
ed when necessary to keep a
space cool or protected, then
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Homeownership
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rolled or folded up when not
inuse. These awnings are ad-
vantageous because they can
be retracted when bad weath-
er hits to prevent damage.

MOTORIZED RETRACTABLE
AWNING
Motorized retractable aw-

nings offer the utmost conve-

nience. Standard retractable
offerings require a handle

or hand crank to manually
extend or fold up the awning.
Motorized awnings can be
operated with a sensor, re-
mote or even motion trigger.
Even though they cost more,
they're a favorite among

homeowners.

AREAS OF USE

Awnings can be installed
in various locations. Patio
awnings are much preferred
because of their large cov-
erage area, which typically
spans entire patios. Door aw-
nings are installed above the
exterior door of an entryway
to protect visitors and occu-
pants from precipitation and
to improve the home’s look.
Window awnings can add ad-
ditional shade and privacy.
There also are side awnings,
which are essentially wall-like
structures that run across

ont B

SAND DUNE

a patio, garden or balcony
for wind or sun protection.
They're also utilized to im-
prove privacy.

Homeowners can choose
from various types of awning
materials, including fab-
ric, metal, glass, and others.
Working with a reputable aw-
ning company is the best way
for homeowners to peruse
possible products and find
awnings that will suit their
needs.

Color: ASHLAR OAK

500B N. Stewart
Suite 1, Azle

817-752-2065

TexasDesignerFlooring.com
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How to make outdoor living spaces more comfortable
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Private backyards are now
go-to spaces for recreation
and entertainment and great
places to recharge the body
and mind.

One ripple effect of the
COVID-19 pandemic was
more time spent outdoors,
even if it was predomi-
nantly on one’s own prop-
erty. OnePoll, in conjunction
with the lawn care company
TruGreen, surveyed 2,000
American homeowners and
found participants spent 14
hours outside every week
in 2021, which was three
hours more than prior to
the pandemic. In addition,
respondents admitted that
time spent outdoors was
therapeutic.

A separate survey con-
ducted for the International
Casual Furnishings
Association found that
people now spend more time
relaxing, gardening, exercis-
ing, dining, and entertaining
outside than in years past.
Though COVID-19 may no
longer dominate headlines,

the desire to enjoy outdoor
spaces has not waned.

While enjoying outdoor liv-
ing areas, homeowners can
do all they can to make these
spaces comfortable and wel-
coming. The following are
some good starting points.

GETALLLITUP

Outdoor spaces can be
enjoyed no matter the hour
when there is ample light-
ing. That could be why
the International Casual
Furnishings Association re-
ports those who plan to reno-
vate their outdoor spaces list
outdoor lighting as a prior-
ity. Outdoor lighting not only
sheds light on entertaining
spaces, but also makes spac-
es safer and more secure.

INCREASE PRIVACY

No matter how friendly
homeowners are with their
neighbors, there comes a
time when privacy is para-
mount. Fencing, whether it is
wood or vinyl, or even a natu-
ral fence made from closely
planted hedges, can ensure
residents feel comfortable
venturing outdoors to swim,
take a cat nap or even star

gaze in private.

ADDRESS THE ELEMENTS

Homeowners should note
the direction their backyard
faces and the typical daily
conditions of the space. For
example, a yard that faces
southwest may get plenty of
strong sun during the day, re-
quiring the addition of shade
trees, covered patios or ar-
bors to cut down on the glare
and heat. If the yard is often
hit by winds, trees or bushes
planted strategically as wind-
breaks can help.

SIT COMFORTABLY

High-quality comfortable
seating increases the likli-
hood that homeowners will
want to stay awhile in their
outdoor spaces. A deep seat-
ing set complete with plush
chairs, outdoor sofa or love
seat and chaise lounge chairs
gives people more opportuni-
ty to sit and stay awhile.

TAKE A DIP

A pool can be the perfect
gathering spot on a warm
day, while a spa/hot tub
can bridge the gap to cooler
weather. According to the
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Family Handyman, soaking
in hot tubs can relax tired
muscles after a long day,
loosen up stiff joints, im-
prove cardiovascular health,

Make your back yard a comfortable oasis.

to fall asleep.

and reduce the time it takes

BITE BACK AT BUGS

Homeowners may want to

METRO CREATIVE CONNECTION

consider using a profession-
al exterminator to get rid of
ticks, mosquitoes and other
nuisance insects from out-
door spaces.

Maintaining a lawn routinely roamed by pets

STAFF REPORTS

Metro Creative Connection

While many treatments can be
applied to lawns to help them
thrive, animal waste is not among
them. Pet owners who aspire to
have beautiful lawns will have to
take a few extra steps to ensure
lawns can persevere despite the
presence of furry companions.

RESEED WITH A DAMAGE-
RESISTANT GRASS

There are many different types
of grass, and some are more re-
silient than others. Tall fescue,
Kentucky bluegrass, perennial
ryegrass, and Bermuda grass are
just some of the grass varieties
that can capably handle pet traf-
fic. If replacing the entire lawn is

not possible, consider reseeding
or addressing the areas that pets
frequent.

STRENGTHEN THE ROOT SYSTEM

It may be tempting to cut the
lawn short, particularly if dogs or
cats like to nibble on longer blades
of grass. But that approach could
be doing the lawn a disservice.
According to The Home Depot, let-
ting the lawn grow to at least three
inches will help keep moisture in
the soil and prevent evaporation.
That moisture will strengthen the
roots, creating a healthier lawn for
pets and people.

CREATE PET PATHS

Various materials can be used in
these high-traffic areas to mini-
mize the sights and signs of pet

traffic. Mulch or crushed stone can
establish these pet highways and
look like intended features.

SET BOUNDARIES

Pet urine contains high levels
of nitrogen, which can burn grass
and turn it brown. It’s not pos-
sible to water down urine or pick
up solid waste immediately every
time a pet goes outdoors, so des-
ignate a pet-friendly spot for potty
time. Use fencing or a dog run to
separate this area and help miti-
gate ‘land mines’ all over the lawn.
Fencing also can keep pets out of
vegetable gardens and away from
potentially toxic plants.

AVOID CHEMICAL LAWN
TREATMENTS
When pets use the yard and rest

SORRELLS
GUSTOM HOMES

Ready to start your dream home?

on the lawn, you'll need to elimi-
nate products that can be harm-
ful to them. Choose all-natural
fertilizers and weed and pest
preventatives.

LOOK FOR ALTERNATIVES

If maintaining a lawn with pets
seems like an uphill battle, consid-
er swapping out your landscape
with a variety of materials. Scale
back on grass, and incorporate
groundcover, hardscape materi-
als like pea gravel, or extend the
patio. Artificial turf also is an op-
tion, as it won’t brown and wither.
Some turf products can even be
quickly and thoroughly cleaned
with water.

It can take some trial and error
for pet parents to protect their
lawns from their furry friend.

METRO CREATIVE CONNECTION

Pet waste can damage lawns, but there are
ways to mitigate some of that damage.

We are a reputable family owned construction company that builds high quality custom homes. Sorrells Cus-
tom Homes can expertly handle your residential custom home construction. Whether you are aspiring to be a
first-time homeowner, upsizing for your growing family, or preparing for your retirement, you can count on our
expert team to build a high quality dream home that is unique to you.

www.SorrellCustomHomes.com | (817) 941-6454

Meriem Sorrells
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