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Springtown man accused 
of murder in Bridgeport

Dominguez arrested in connection 
with February shooting near 
Bridgeport Medical Lodge

MADELYN EDWARDS
springtownreporter@tricountyreporter.com 

AZLE — Police recently ar-
rested a Springtown man in 
connection with a murder in 
Bridgeport. 

Texas Rangers and 
Bridgeport police offi-
cers detained  Nathaniel 
Dominguez, 23, March 12 
at the McDonald’s in Azle at 
597 Northwest Parkway, ac-
cording to Bridgeport Police 
Department’s arrest report. 
Officers took Dominguez to 
the Wise County Jail, but he 

was released the next day. His 
bond was set at $30,000.

The Messenger newspa-
per in Wise County reported 
that James Brown III, 39, of 
Bridgeport, died of a gun-
shot wound Feb. 18 outside 
of Bridgeport Medical Lodge, 
where Brown was reportedly 
employed. Police officers 

were initially called to the 
scene to address a fight that 
had occurred between two 
men. Once they arrived, they 
found that Brown was hurt 
but still breathing. He later 
died at Medical City Decatur. 

Witnesses told officers the 

The FeedLot:
Open for business
City of Azle unveils new food truck park
ZACH FREEMAN 
azlereporter@tricountyreporter.com

AZLE — Since spring of 
2023, the City of Azle has 
been planning a major un-
dertaking. On March 29, the 
city will open its long-antic-
ipated food truck park at 
225 Church St. Dubbed, “The 
FeedLot,” the park will serve 
as a space for people to eat 
and socialize in a casual out-
door setting. The FeedLot will 
host different food trucks 
from around the D-FW area 
on Fridays and Saturdays. 
The park will debut with 

six food trucks on opening 
night including Wicked 3D 
Craft BBQ, Gordo’s Mexican 
Cocina, Angi’s Louisiana 
Kitchen, WTF — What to Fry 
(Thai food), Sally’s Sweets Ice 
Cream Truck and DonutNV. 
Sally’s Sweets Ice Cream 

Truck will return the fol-
lowing day, along with 
R&N Smokin Sweet Savour 
BBQ, Grub Truck Y’all, 
and Carnival Food Truck - 
Boardwalk Bites. The FeedLot 
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Hopping in Springtown

Springtown 
celebrates Easter 
with annual Hop 
and Shop
MADELYN EDWARDS | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

With lightning speed, children race 
onto the fi eld at Springtown Park to 
collect plastic eggs during the city’s 
March 23 Easter egg hunt. 

SEE MORE PHOTOS | A12

Wanted by the FBI? Azle PD’s 
Rogers returns from Quantico

COURTESY PHOTOS

Lt. Kevin Rogers of the Azle Police Department is congratulated 
by FBI Director Christopher A. Wray upon Rogers’ graduation from 
the FBI National Academy March 15 in Quantico, Virginia.

Training 
academy is ‘by 
invitation only’
CARLA NOAH STUTSMAN
Special to the Tri-County Reporter

Lt. Kevin Rogers, the first 
Azle Police Department of-
ficer to attend the presti-
gious FBI National Academy, 
now knows almost 200 law 
enforcement officials from 
around the country and 
world who he can call on for 
advice.

Rogers graduated March 
15 from the FBI National 
Academy’s Session 289. The 
academy — dedicated to be-
ing the world’s premier law 
enforcement learning and 
research center as well as 
an advocate for law enforce-
ment’s best practices world-
wide — is operated by the 
FBI’s Training Division on a 
sprawling, 547-acre campus 
in Quantico, Virginia.

Because of a brief closure 
of the academy in 2020 due 
to COVID-19 and the result-
ing backlog of applicants, 
Rogers’ acceptance was de-
layed almost four years, but 
he was in Quantico to begin 
the training Jan. 7.

“Less than 1% of law en-
forcement executives are 
accepted into the academy, 
so it was truly an honor to 
be accepted and attend the 
FBINA,” Rogers said. 

DEEP AZLE, LAW 
ENFORCEMENT ROOTS

An Azle native, Rogers is 

the fourth great-grandson 
of the colorful, early Azle 
settler and Texas Ranger 
John Jeremiah “Coho” Smith, 
whose 1850s-era homestead 
is now the site of the 18th 
hole at Cross Timbers Golf 
Course.

Rogers grew up in Azle and 
graduated from Azle High 
School. His father worked for 
the Santa Fe Railroad, while 
his mother “was a stay-at-
home mom who worked hard 
and was the rock of the fam-

ily,” Rogers said.
He joined the Azle PD in 

June 2000 and worked as 
a patrol officer until 2002 
when he transferred to the 
criminal investigations unit 
as a detective. A year later, 
in 2003, he was promoted 
to the rank of corporal and 
returned to the patrol divi-
sion before being elevated 
to sergeant in 2004. Rogers 
returned to the criminal in-
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The wooden sign hanging from the stage.
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Bubbles everywhere Springtown Family Resource Center celebrates 
second birthday with bubble party

The Family Resource Center celebrated its second anniversary in Springtown with an all-day birthday bash, including a show by Next Level 
Bubble Parties. Pictured are children racing to pop a bubble at the March 21 party. The Springtown FRC was established in 2022 at 314 E. 
Fifth Terrace and provides various kinds of assistance to parents, caregivers and children in Parker and surrounding counties. 

MADELYN EDWARDS | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

Thaddeus Woods, 8, smiles while he gets a bubble hairdo at the 
Springtown FRC’s March 21 birthday party.

Desiree Garvin smiles with glee as Leonardo the Bubbler places her in a bubble tunnel at the Springtown FRC’s birthday party March 21. Ella McDonald, 5, holds a smoky bubble in her hand during the Next 
Level Bubble Parties show at the Springtown FRC’s birthday bash 
last week.
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You can tell your special graduates 
how proud you are of them...

in the special section
“Class of 2024” to be published in 

the Tri-County Reporter
SPRINGTOWN HIGH SCHOOL

May 16, 2024
AZLE HIGH SCHOOL

May 23, 2024

You can tell your special graduates 

Caleb Alcala
Caleb is the son of Shirley 

Mourning. His favorite teacher 

was Mrs. Milosh, and his favorite 

subject was industrial refrig-

eration. He plans to become a 

service technician at MR Braz & 

Associates, a refrigeration com-

pany.

Marcus Alexander
He is the son of Oneka Tisby. 

He wrestled and played foot-

ball. His favorite teacher was 

Coach Holly. His favorite subject 

was college prep and math. He 

plans to serve in the military af-

ter high school.

Jocelyn Alfaro
Jocelyn is the child of Blanca 

and Fernando Alfaro. She sang 

in choir. Her favorite teacher 

was Mrs. Sweeden, and her fa-

vorite subject was English. She 

plans to attend dental college.

Krystal Alvarado
Krystal is the daughter of 

Lydia Mata and Rene Cruz. Her 

favorite teacher was Megan 

Strahan, and her favorite sub-

ject was biology. She plans to 

attend Tarleton State University.

June 3, 2023

Henry Lalonde
VALEDICTORIAN

Austin Tong
SALUTATORIAN

Jackson Abraham Makayla Adam
Tyler Akers

James Addison
Caleb Alcala Jimmy Aldaco

Ryan Ambrose
Ryan is the child of Paula Am-

brose. Ryan chose Amy Estes 

as favorite teacher. Ryan was a 

member of robotics. Favorite 

subject: pop culture. Ryan plans 

to become a licensed drone op-

erator.

Alyssa Anderson
She is the daughter of Jen-

nifer Fadale. She participated 

in band, FBLA, and PALs and 

was chosen as Optimist of the 

Month. Her favorite teacher was 

Mrs. Bevan, and her favorite 

subject was math-algebra. She 

plans to major in business at 

Texas Tech University.

Fernando Antunez
The son of Rosa and Luis 

Moreno, Fernando was a mem-

ber of the Marching Green 

Pride. His favorite teacher was 

Ritchie, and his favorite subject 

was earth and space science. 

He plans to work this summer 

before training for his welding 

certification.

Katherine Ardito
The daughter of Brenda La-

Vere, Katherine was a member 

of the Marching Green Pride, 

Azle Indoor Winds, the Wind 

Ensemble, FBLA, and National 

Honor Society. She was a state 

qualifier in solo and ensemble. 

Her favorite teacher was Lauren 

Hensen, and her favorite sub-

ject was chemistry. She plans to 

study chemistry at the Univer-

sity of Texas in Austin.

Skyler Arellano
Skyler is the daughter of Ash-

ley Milligan. She participated 

in the welding club and com-

peted in volleyball and power-

lifting. Her favorite teacher was 

Mr. Weston, and her favorite 

subject was welding. She plans 

to attend Weatherford College 

and do welding.

Whitley Armstrong
Whitley is the child of Sally 

and Cody Armstrong. Whit-

ley participated in STUCO and 

HOOSA and competed in swim 

and cheer. Her favorite teacher 

was Mrs. Bevan, and her favorite 

subject was health. She plans to 

attend SFA and become a pedi-

atric nurse.

Lane Autrey
Lane is the son of Corey and 

Leslie Autrey. He was a member 

of the National Honor Society 

for three years, was Rotarian of 

the Month, and he received cer-

tification in nursing assistant, 

EKG, PCT, and phlebotomy. He 

took On Ramps and AP classes. 

Lane played the trumpet in 

band for six years and served 

as captain and section leader, 

and qualified for state solo and 

ensemble for three years. His fa-

vorite teacher was Aaron Martin 

and Mr. Rider, and he enjoyed 

all of his science and medi-

cal classes. He plans to attend 

TCC to finish his basics before 

transferring to a larger college 

to earn his nursing degree and 

work in pediatrics.

Baley Ayala
Baley is the child of Patri-

cia and Gabino Ayala. Baley 

belonged to Future Farmers 

of America, student council, 

PALs, AVID, Wind Ensemble, 

and Marching Green Pride. Her 

favorite teacher was David Roll-

ins, and her favorite subject was 

aquatics. She plans to pursue 

her college degree in business 

administration and manage-

ment.

Yamile Azmitia
Yamile is the child of Silvia. 

Yamile participated in ASL and 

AVID. Yamile’s favorite teacher 

was Mrs. Williams and Mrs. Mi-

losh, and English was the fa-

vored subject. Yamile plans to 

attend college.

Ana Barron
Ana is the daughter of Irene 

and Luis Barron. She earned 

credit for On Ramps English, 

and she was a member, social 

officer and president of the Em-

erald Dazzlers dance troupe. 

Ana’s favorite teacher was Ms. 

Martinez, and her favorite sub-

ject was math. She plans to 

pursue her degree in nursing at 

Weatherford College. 

Ethan Bissonette
Ethan is the son of Jason 

and Amanda Bissonette. He 

was a member of PALs and 

the National Honor Society. 

He pitched on the baseball 

team. His favorite teacher was 

Mrs. Williams, and his favorite 

subject was math. He plans to 

attend the University of Arkan-

sas Rich Mountain to major in 

electrical engineering and play 

baseball.

AZLE HIGH SCHOOL

AZLE HIGH SCHOOL

Student Biographies
Samara Boccia

Samara is the child of Maribel 

Person. Samara participated in 

the Optimist Club and played 

soccer for four years. Her favor-

ite teacher was Mrs. Tyler, and 

her favorite subject was gov-

ernment. She plans to attend 

Weatherford College to study 

sonography. 

Colby Booker
Colby is the child of Chyan-

na and Paul Booker III. Colby 

worked on the school newspa-

per and served as an athletic 

trainer. His favorite teacher was 

Coach Sweden, and his favorite 

subject was math. He plans to 

attend TCC before transferring 

to MSU.

Meagan Brady
Megan is the daughter of 

Chris and Tammy Brady. She 

served on AVID for four years, 

was an Interact officer for three 

years, participated in FFA, and 

danced with the Emerald Daz-

zlers. She served as a social of-

ficer for the Dazzlers as a senior 

and was voted Dazzler of the 

Week as a junior. Mrs. Milosh 

is her favorite teacher. Megan 

plans to attend Tarleton State 

University as a communica-

tions major.

Karen Aldaco Marcus Alexander Krystal Alvarado Anna Amato Ryan Ambrose Alyssa Anderson

class of 2024
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The Importance of Different Perspectives

Dr. David Shaffer and his wife, Daniele, are Azle-area 
residents. David is the director of Son Shine Ministries 
(equipfamilies.org) and serves on the Azle Area Chamber 
of Commerce Board of Directors and is a Chamber 
Ambassador (azlechamber.com).
david@equipfamilies.org | 817-444-3777

HOPE MATTERS
By David Shaffer

“Hope Matters,” the column 
title I chose when I began 
writing for the Tri-County 
Reporter in 2021, can be 
rightly understood two ways. 
The first reflects my goal 
to honestly engage culture, 
pointing out matters of hope 
I find in that endeavor. The 
second is a statement mak-
ing the point that hope truly 
matters in our lives. Without 
it, we may find it hard to keep 
trying; but with genuine, re-
alistic hope, we not only put 
forth effort, but we are also 
mindful of spreading the 
hope that we have.

As we all process local, re-
gional, national and interna-
tional news, it is understand-
able that the real, harrowing 
events that take place each 
week can make us despon-
dent. From the wars and 
threats of wars around the 
world to local violence, hor-
rific events can overwhelm 
us. As adults, we certainly 
don’t want to ignore what is 
happening.

We also don’t want to apply 
a cheap, thin veneer of hope 
that will quickly disappoint 
any who trust in it. Where can 
we find real hope in an often 
dark world?

Before I attempt to an-
swer that, let’s explore how 
we gather information. Dr. 
Mark Travers, writing for 
“Psychology Today,” iden-
tifies a common medium 
that is severely flawed and 
something that is frequently 
discussed in today’s culture. 
He defines an “echo cham-
ber” as “a social environment 
or platform where individu-
als are exposed to informa-
tion, opinions and viewpoints 
that align with their preexist-

ing beliefs and perspectives 
exclusively.”

While such chambers may 
provide initial encourage-
ment and even a sense of 
hope, they are places where 
other opinions are either 
absent or are muffled and 
where biases are mere-
ly confirmed rather than 
challenged. This regularly 
leads to quick and rampant 
misinformation.

Counselors have long used 
a helpful technique called 
reframing (or cognitive re-
framing). Simply put, it is a 
method where people can 
shift their mindset to look 
at a situation, person or re-
lationship from a different 

angle. This is something that 
can be learned and practiced 
by everyone.

In my marriage, for ex-
ample, my wife, Daniele, and 
I don’t always agree. Hearing 
her reasoning as to why she 
feels the way she does is a 
vital part of moving forward. 
Likewise, sharing my per-
spective with her allows us 
to consider a wider range of 
options. This normally leads 
to a consensus based often 
on who it impacts the most 
and common ground we 
have identified. We are better 
together.

Daniele is from Germany, 
and when I met her in my 
20s, her allure included the 
unique point of view she had. 
Our differences sometimes 
pulled us into conflict, and 
we had to work through com-
bining our lives with our con-
trasting viewpoints. We both 
had to learn to accept each 
other’s outlooks and recog-
nize, of course, that we had 
a limited perspective at that 

stage of our lives.
Rather than being misin-

formed in an echo chamber, it 
is valuable to seek a variety of 
viewpoints. This is not meant 
to change your position on 
matters (although it might), 
but it will certainly help you 
understand issues better and 
infuse your empathy with 
respect for others who have 
other views.

This week we celebrate 
Easter. To get to Resurrection 
Sunday, Jesus Christ first 
had to suffer and die. We 
call this day Good Friday 
because what was meant for 
bad turned out incredibly 
good. The question remains, 
“Where can we find real 
hope?”

Purposely seeking out 
other perspectives on sig-
nificant issues will help a lot. 
Ultimately, I believe hope 
that lasts forever is found in 
Christ. (I have written anoth-
er article specifically telling 
my faith story in the Easter 
section of this week’s paper.) 

The Apostle Peter excitedly 
proclaimed, “. . . In his [God’s] 
great mercy he has given us 
new birth into a living hope 
through the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ from the dead” (1 
Peter 1:3, NIV).

Interestingly, the Bible 
includes four narratives of 
Jesus Christ’s time on earth 
called Gospels. While I believe 
the entire Bible is inspired 
by God, human authors with 
varied personalities and back-
grounds participated in writ-
ing the books of the Bible. The 
Gospel authors each had a 
distinct purpose to their nar-
ratives, emphasizing differ-
ent aspects of the person and 
ministry of Christ. This helps 
us better understand Jesus 
and his mission on Earth.

Various perspectives pro-
vide valuable depth to under-
standing, and though some-
times challenging, are well 
worth seeking. Let’s invest in 
getting to know others in our 
community, including those 
with differing points of view.

The differences between men and women

Sam Houston is a syndicated columnist and newspaper 
executive. He is also an author, actor, playwright and 
entertainment producer/promoter.

FROM MY FRONT PORCH
By Sam Houston

It has taken me a long time 
to finally come out and admit 
it, but I will never really un-
derstand women. From the 
first time I noticed a young 
girl in my first-grade class 
until today, I have found my 
assumptions about females 
were usually incorrect. When 
I make such a statement it is 
not out of anger or any form 
of hostility toward woman, 
nor does it reflect indiffer-
ence. It is simply a recogni-
tion of my own failings and a 
simple acknowledgment that 
the sexes have two complete-
ly different ways of walking 
through life. It seems to me 
the sooner a man acknowl-
edges that he has no idea of 
what makes a woman’s mind 
“tick,” the sooner he will find 
peace.

After all, look at the 

differences. 
When packing for a vaca-

tion, a woman will start a 
month early. She will make 
a ton of lists, remember all 
the random items she needs 
to bring, manage to squeeze 
mounds of clothes and shoes 
in a bag so tight it defies all 
physical law, and then she 
will worry about what she 
forgot. A man will only think 
about what to bring on a trip 
in the period it takes to walk 
from the sofa to the location 
of his suitcase. To pack, they 
will throw a few items in the 

bag, and this usually hap-
pens the night before the trip 
though it can happen up to 
the very morning of depar-
ture. He will never consider 
what others will wear, what 
clothes to wear for a special 
event taking place during 
the trip, or what he will do 
if he forgets something. He 
believes that if something 
is missing, he will replace it 
at the destination’s nearest 
Walmart.

Then there are bathroom 
items. Men basically have 
the following items in their 

bathroom: toothpaste, tooth-
brush, razor, soap and sham-
poo. Women will have 178 
different items in their bath-
room and all but 10 of those 
items, a man has no idea of 
their purpose. What the heck 
does rejuvenating skin toner 
do anyway?

Women wash dishes after 
a meal, or they finish the 
dishes from the night be-
fore when they get up in the 
morning. Men wash dishes 
after a meal, or when there is 
not a single clean dish left to 
use. Men also use the same 
“all out so I guess I better 
take action” mentality when 
it comes to doing laundry.

When four men go to lunch 
and the bill comes, either 
one guy grabs the check and 
pays it, or each one of them 
toss a $20 bill on the table to 

pay for their $7 hamburgers, 
leaving the change for the 
server. When women go to 
lunch and the check arrives, 
absolutely no one reaches to 
grab it. Eventually a forensic 
accounting is conducted by 
the group to determine who 
had the watercress salad and 
exactly what each person’s 
indebtedness is, determined 
down to the penny. If a tip is 
left, it is exactly 18% of the 
total bill.

Women are very color ori-
ented. They seek out col-
ors like sea foam, cayenne, 
eggplant and teal, while men 
stick to the basics of red, 
blue, brown and black.

A woman’s shoes outnum-
ber the number of shirts she 
owns. A man has more shirts 
than he does shoes. A lot 
more.

Men go the moon and take 
a half dozen photos. Women 
go to the park and take 31 
photos, one video, and occa-
sionally sign on for Facebook 
Live. If kids or grandchildren 
are with the woman, the num-
bers increase exponentially.

I guess the world would be 
a very boring place if men 
and women thought the 
same and acted the same. 
Acceptance is the key, and 
understanding what we 
don’t know and will never 
figure out. God bless the 
differences.

Thought for the day: Being 
a woman is a tremendously 
difficult task, since it consists 
principally with dealing with 
men.

Until next time…I will keep 
ridin’ the storm out.

sam@hcnews.com

2024 Student Heroes Award nominations now open
STAFF REPORTS

Nominations are now open 
for the 2024 Student Heroes 
Award.

Approved by the State 
Board of Education (SBOE) in 
2015, this award highlights 
Texas public school students 
participating in impactful 
volunteer service in their 
communities.

Since the award’s incep-
tion, nearly 120 Texas public 
school students with a heart 

for service have been named 
Student Heroes. Fifteen stu-
dents, one per state board 
district, receive the award 
each year, with contributions 
ranging from initiating in-
clusive programs for seniors 
and students with disabili-
ties to facilitating fundrais-
ers for kids receiving medical 
treatment.

The SBOE encourages stu-
dents, teachers, administra-
tors and community mem-

bers to nominate any Texas 
public school students who 
exemplify the core value of 
selfless service.

To be nominated for the 
award, the volunteer ser-
vice project performed by a 
public or charter school stu-
dent must not be associated 
with any curriculum require-
ment, a school service project 
or community program. 

The nomination period be-
gan Monday, Feb. 19, and will 

end Saturday, May 4, at 5 p.m. 
Central Daylight Time.

When completing the 
Student Heroes nomination 
form, be sure to include all 
required information, such 
as the nominee’s permission 
to be nominated, and to have 
his or her information shared 
publicly. The nomination 
form must include an essay 
submitted by the nomina-
tor describing the nominee’s 
outstanding volunteerism 

and how it benefited others.
A parent or guardian signa-

ture is required for nominees 
under the age of 18 years old.

The student who earns this 
award will receive a plaque 
and a medal from their SBOE 
district member.

The award presentation 
typically occurs at a local 
school assembly, an organi-
zation meeting, or in a class-
room. The exact date, time 
and location of the presenta-

tion will be determined by the 
local school district or cam-
pus in coordination with the 
SBOE member. Up to 15 stu-
dents, one from each SBOE 
member, may be recognized.

For further details or to 
fill out a nomination form, 
visit tea.texas.gov, and type 
Student Heroes Award in the 
search bar at the top of the 
webpage.

Donate blood April 1, no foolin’
Carter BloodCare and Azle Area Ministerial Alliance 
host blood drive April 1

ZACH FREEMAN 
azlereporter@tricountyreporter.com

AZLE —Carter BloodCare 
says maintaining blood sup-
plies is no joke this April 
Fool’s Day. With a dip in 
donations over spring break 
and a relative increase in 
traffic accidents occurring 
around April 20, springtime 
sees its own set of challenges 
for the organization. This 
makes the need for the life-
saving resource even greater.

If the blood supply drops, 
patients that require trans-
fusions can face challenging 

delays. This includes local 
patients needing major sur-
geries, cancer treatments or 
medical aid following vehicle 
collisions or severe trauma. 
From 2014 through 2022, at 
least 1,630 people have been 
injured in Texas from weath-
er events, according to the 
National Safety Council. Over 
the last several years, Texas 
has led the nation in weather-

related deaths. Keeping local 
blood supplies well stocked 
is critical in saving lives after 
weather-related accidents 
and injuries. 

On April 1, from 3:30-
6:30 p.m., the Azle Area 
Ministerial Alliance will host 
its second blood drive of the 
year at the First Methodist 
Church of Azle at 200 Church 
St. in Azle, in partnership 

with Carter BloodCare.
Residents as young as 17 

years old — or 16 with pa-
rental consent — can safely 
donate blood with Carter 
BloodCare. There is no upper 
age limit for donors. In ad-
dition, eligible donors must 
weigh at least 110 pounds 
and feel well on the day of 
donation.

Carter BloodCare always 

has high hopes for our city’s 
blood drives. Past turnout for 
Azle donors have been some 
of the highest in D-FW, ac-
cording to the organization.

Mobile blood drives will 
also be held at Lake Worth 
High School April 6 from 
9 a.m. to 2 p.m. and in 
Springtown April 12 at 200 
North Main St. from 9 a.m. to 
2:30 p.m. In April, all present-
ing donors will receive an 
umbrella while supplies last.  
Additional incentives may be 
posted on CarterBloodCare.
org or through social media 
outlets.

For faster donations and 
less paperwork, donors-to-
be can sign up on Carter 
BloodCare’s Donor Portal by 
going to ww3.greatpartners.
org. Click “Donate Now,” 
type “Azle” into the page’s 
city search and schedule an 
appointment at an avail-
able mobile drive location. 
Readers can also schedule 
at following the link https://
ww3.greatpartners.org/do-
nor/schedules/drive_sched-
ule/145185. More details can 
be found on the nonprofit 
blood center’s website at 
CarterBloodCare.org.
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404 Main St., Azle

817-752-2052

CraveAzle.com
craveazle@gmail.com

Mon-Fri 10:30 am - 2:30 pm Closed Sat & Sun

Sandwich Shop • Take & Bake
Full Custom Bakery

DINE IN • CARRY OUT • DELIVERY

quick bites • fresh ingredients • stay a while

• Open 7 Days
• Fast Friendly Service
• Fresh Homemade Food

425 W. Rock Island Ave.
Hwy 114, Boyd • 940-433-3322

Two Enchilada Dinners 
& Two Drinks = $19
EVERY TUESDAY

DOS CHILES 
MEXICAN RESTAURANT

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED FOR 22YEARS

State Inspection for Tarrant & Parker Counties

1304 NW Pkwy (Hwy 199)

817-444-8529
817-456-0907
www.motleyautomotive.com
Monday - Friday 8:30 am - 6:00 pm

Automotive
• Tune-ups

• Diesel

•  Suspension

•  Computer Diagnostics

• A/C Repair

• Brakes

• Emission Repairs

•  Repair & Restore 

Classic Cars

Motorcycles 

& ATVs
•  Maintenance 

& Repairs

Kerry Lane Kerry Lane

NW Pkwy Hwy 199

Service Rd

Jackson Tr.

W
estline Rd.

Motley’s AUTOMOTIVE & 
MOTORCYCLES

PACKAGE
DROP OFF 
STATION

Azle company 
instrumental in 
national security

Integrated Machinery Solutions 
finishes work on Kings Bay project

ZACH FREEMAN 
azlereporter@tricountyreporter.com

AZLE — Azle residents 
might be surprised at what’s 
being built in their own 
backyard. 

Located at 1500 Northwest 
Parkway, a stone’s throw 
from Main Street, Integrated 
Machinery Solutions special-
izes in cranes, hoists and 
other lifting mechanisms 
and is the only registered 
company of its kind in the 
state of Texas. The company 
began work at its Azle facility 
in 2015 and today is one of 
the city’s largest employers. 
IMS clients range from NASA, 
Tesla, Lockheed-Martin and 
the U.S. Navy. 

On March 8, the com-
pany shipped off one of its 
most ambitious and unique 
constructions to date. Two 
120-ton, custom-built, over-
head hoists left the facil-
ity for Explosive Handling 
Wharf One or EHW-1 at Naval 
Submarine Base Kings Bay 
on the Georgia-Florida bor-
der. EHW-1 is a large facil-

ity that rises 166 feet to its 
apex above the water. The 
facility is used to house U.S. 
Navy Trident ballistic missile 
submarines during unloading 
and loading of various weap-
ons systems, including the 
thermonuclear Trident D-5 
intercontinental ballistic mis-
sile. These are the primary 
weapons systems of the cur-
rent Ohio Class SSBN subma-
rines and will continue with 
the follow-on Columbia Class 
SSBNs, which are expected 
to enter service in 2031. The 
SS denotes submarine, the B 
denotes ballistic missile, and 
the N denotes that the sub-
marine is nuclear powered.

The Azle-built machines 
will be used to load or un-
load nuclear ordnance into 
submarines waiting in the 
drydock’s water below. Kings 
Bay is a critical location for 
America’s nuclear arsenal 
and military infrastructure 

on the East Coast. The base’s 
previous equipment was 
built around 1970 during the 
height of the Cold War. The 
machine built by IMS is ex-
pected to not need replacing 
for another 50 years.

IMS co-founders Rick 
Reeves, who moved from 
Indiana 40 years ago, and 
Steve Bond, a Texas native, 
consider themselves proud 
Azleites and are optimistic 
about the impact their com-
pany has on the community. 

“We’re Hornets through 
and through,” Reeves said. 

The pair met while working 
at another engineering firm, 
but eventually set off to-
gether in 2009. They worked 
out of a home garage for the 
first six months, then leased 
a facility in Blue Mound until 
they broke ground in Azle in 
2014.

“My ex-partner wanted 
to go a different direction,” 

Reeves said. “With Steve be-
ing available, I knew we could 
definitely build a better com-
pany, a better situation where 
we’re creating an environ-
ment for our employees to 
grow and build a (successful) 
product.”

Many IMS employees are 
Azle High School gradu-
ates. As part of its business 
model, the company opts to 
hire largely young workers 
straight out of high school 
or college. IMS currently 
employs 135 people and 
is looking to hire about 20 
more. The company works 
with local high schools and 
engages with future engi-
neers, machinists, welders, 
mill wrights and electricians 
through a Department of 
Labor-recognized internship 
program. Under the five-
year program, students can 
work toward their journey-
man license starting in their 
junior year of high school. 
The company also works 
with UTA, Texas A&M and the 
University of North Texas to 
hire new workers out of their 
engineering programs.

“Most of the kids that come 
in here, all of them are home-
grown,” Reeves said while 
pointing out former AHS and 
Boswell High School students 
during a tour of the factory. 
“The majority, the only thing 
they knew when they came 
here was paper or plastic. 

These kids were working at 
Subway.”

The company also has its 
own unique flair. IMS paints 
the vast majority of its ma-
chines bright yellow. The 
company’s motto “Realis 
Viri Ferro,” or “Real Men of 
Steel” in Latin, can be found 
throughout the facility and 
on employee merchandise. 
Leadership also hopes to pro-
mote a culture of excellence 
by utilizing “Six Sigma” meth-
odologies and a core value 
of I.C.A.R.E. — integrity, con-
tinuous improvement, associ-
ate involvement, reduction 
in waste, exceeding custom-
er expectation. Reeves said 
there are few companies that 
could have pulled the project 
off and that their success is a 
testament to IMS employees.

“We’re very proud of 
our people,” Reeves said. 
“Without them, we would not 
be where we’re at.”

From lifting the stop 
logs at Lake Buchanan’s 
hydroelectric dam, paint-
ing the recently unveiled 
B-21 Raider stealth bomber, 
suspending Marine One for 
inspection, and placing t-
beams at Dallas’s High Five 
Interchange, IMS machines 
have been almost everywhere 
and done almost everything. 
The founders say their jour-
ney has only just started. 
They soon hope to build a 
200–300-foot expansion on 

the front of the facility and 
dream of one day turning the 
58-acre lot into an industrial 
park. The “multi-multi-mil-
lion dollar” Kings Bay project 
took IMS three years to com-
plete. Next year, the com-
pany expects to begin work 
on a 250-ton machine for the 
Bezos-owned rocket compa-
ny Blue Origin. With the na-
ture of their products, Reeves 
stressed that safety is always 
the top priority. 

“Everything we do is high 
liability,” Reeves said. “If we 
make a mistake, we can ei-
ther kill somebody, actually 
damage a lot of the mate-
rial, or if you drop a nuclear 
warhead, you could wipe out 
the entire East Coast . . . I’m 
just real proud that we can 
help defend our country. This 
piece of equipment is made 
to where if anything were to 
happen and you had to load 
ordnance into the subma-
rines to defend our country 
if something went wrong it’s 
completely redundant. They 
are able to keep the piece of 
equipment running just so it 
can defend our country, our 
families and our grandchil-
dren for the rest of our lives.”

IMS employees expect 
to also replace the load-
ing mechanisms at Naval 
Submarine Base Bangor on 
the West Coast when the time 
comes.ZACH FREEMAN | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

About 115 of IMS’ staff in front of the mechanism now at Kings Bay. 

ZACH FREEMAN | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

IMS partners with Azle CTE classes like welding to help give students a head start in the workforce. 

Keep Azle 
Beautiful
Azle City Council establishes 
beautification board

ZACH FREEMAN 
azlereporter@tricountyreporter.com

AZLE — During a March 4 
Azle City Council meeting, 
council members voted to 
create an Azle Beautification 
Board. The board will com-
prise seven voting mem-
bers appointed by the city 
council. The council decided 
board members could be 
some combination of up to 
three members from the 
Azle City Council, one Azle 
High School student who 
resides within the Azle city 
limits, up to two nonresi-
dent owners or employees of 
businesses operating within 
the Azle city limits and up to 
three resident citizens who 
are qualified voters. Each ap-
pointed board member will 
serve two-year terms.

The board’s purpose will 
be to help make the city a 
clean and attractive place 
to live, maintain a healthy 
environment and educate 
or advocate these efforts to 
its residents. The board will 

make recommendations to 
the council regarding land-
scaping, maintenance, trash 
cleanup and public advo-
cacy, among other subjects. 
The council passed ordi-
nance number 2024-03. The 
board’s motto of “Keep Azle 
Beautiful” is reminiscent 
of similar initiatives in Fort 
Worth, White Settlement and 
around the country. 

Mayor Pro Tem Randa 
Goode first brought up the 
idea of establishing a beau-
tification committee, as well 
as the possibility of erect-
ing “no littering” signs dur-
ing an Oct. 17, 2023, Azle 
City Council meeting. Goode 
was disappointed with the 
amount of trash she saw on 
certain Azle roadways and 
was excited to explore solu-
tions after learning about the 
beautification committees 
in other nearby cities. The 
council revisited the subject 
in February and has resolved 
to appoint this new advisory 
board in the near future.

Extra! 
Extra!
Read All About It!

817-270-3340
www.tricountyreporter.com

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 3/20/2024. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-issued and 
FDIC-insured up to $250,000 (principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per depositor, per insured 
depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please visit www.fdic.gov or contact your 
financial advisor for additional information. Subject to availability and price change. CD values are 
subjectc to interest rate risk such that when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs 
are sold prior to maturity, the investory can lose principal value. FDIC insuance does not cover losses 
in market value. Early withdrawal may not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs 
require the distribution of interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward 
Jones are issued by banks and thrifts nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the 
Depository Trust Corp. (DTC.)

Call or visit your local financial advisor today.

Compare our CD Rates
Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

FDI-1867K-A © EDWARD D. JONES & CO., L.P., ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

Carolyn Rocha, CFP®, AAMS®

Financial Advisor
825 E. Hwy. 199, Suite 101 Springtown 
817-523-3196

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

APY* APY* APY*

1-year

5.15%
Minimum deposit 

$1,000.00

2-year

4.85%
Minimum deposit 

$1,000.00

3-year

4.70%
Minimum deposit 

$1,000.00

817-270-3340817-270-3340
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704 Northwest Pkwy, Azle
817-270-3230 • 817-270-3240

 @burrowsauto

Here at Burrows Auto we are equipped to 
handle all of your vehicle's mechanical 
needs. We do anything from oil changes to 
engine and transmission swaps.
We are also a Smart Start contract shop. 
We install and service alcohol breathalyzers.

Open Mon-Fri 9 am - 5 pm, Sat 9 am - 3 pm

Family owned and operated
Donna Hopwood &

Debi Matthews

Tax Service & More, LLC
HOPWOOD’S

• All Type of Income Taxes
• Small Business Bookkeeping
• W2’s & 1099 Preparation
• Quarterly Taxes • Notary 
• 18 years in Springtown

Bank Products Available

We Have Moved!
109 E. 1st St., Springtown

ON THE SQUARE

817-220-7200
FOR APPOINTMENT

Licensed & Insured in the State of Texas: TX Lic.# TACLA01475E

FOR IMMEDIATE SERVICE, CALL:

817-220-4506
1825 W Hwy 199, Springtown, TX 76082

With Our A/C
Expertise!

Schedule Your Tune-up Today

Air Conditioning
& Heating Inc.

J & E

Breathe Easy
this Spring

As you get ready for spring cleaning, 
make sure you add an HVAC system tune-
up to your list!

J & E Air Conditioning owner Bill 
Hughes, with 54 years of experience as a 
licensed professional, is ready to help make 
sure you system is ready for the spring and 
summer heat.

J & E Air Conditioning  & Heating has 
been serving Springtown and the surround-
ing area for over 50 years.

J & E does all types of air conditioning 
and heating repairs and installations – in 
every home type from houses to mobile 
homes to recreational vehicles.

They also install attic insulation.
Established in 1970, J & E has serviced 

thousands of satisfied customers. The 
family-owned business makes it a point to 
make sure consumers do not overpay for 
any system.

J & E maintains, services, and sells a vari-

ety of heating and air conditioning systems. 
All technicians are licensed.

J & E is based in Springtown, at 1825 
West Highway 199, about a half-mile out 
past the high school, and they service a 
large area in and around Parker and Tarrant 
Counties.

They are open Monday through Friday 
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Weekend appoint-
ments are available by request.

The pros at J & E will analyze your needs, 
deliver a custom recommendation and a 
free estimate.

If you have budget concern, financing is 
available with approved credit.

J & E uses high-quality Rheem air-
conditioning products. The company also 
specializes in RUUD heat pumps and fur-
nace installation and maintenance, serving 
both residential and business customers.

To keep comfortable as the seasons 
change, call J & E at 817-220-4506.

Expert installations and 
repairs, done by pros

J & E Air Conditioning & Heating 
keeps you comfortable year round

J & E Air Conditioning owner Bill Hughes, who has 54 years of experience, will make sure your 
system is ready for the spring and summer temps.

FOR SPONSORSHIP 
OR TO REGISTER CALL 

THE CHAMBER

817-220-7828 

$500/Team of 5
$100/Person
Includes earplugs, 

100 clays per shooter, 
and lunch!

Sponsored by Colt Midstream

13 th Annual
Clay Shoot
Fri, April 12th, 2024

REGISTRATION IS OPEN!

Walnut Creek SUD considers options
for alternative water sources 
MADELYN EDWARDS
springtownreporter@tricountyreporter.com 

SPRINGTOWN — Walnut 
Creek Special Utility District 
is researching how to get 
more water, possibly from 
Eagle Mountain Lake.

“At this time, Walnut Creek 
is still searching for a viable 
way to cover the cost of buy-
ing land and building a plant 
on Eagle Mountain Lake,” 
SUD general manager James 
Blackwood said. “This en-
deavor at the present time 
would incur a cost of around 
$85 million.” 

Walnut Creek SUD current-
ly gets its water from Lake 
Bridgeport, but Blackwood 
said all that water is allocated 
to Tarrant Regional Water 
District’s customers. If the 
SUD is able to build a plant on 
Eagle Mountain Lake, it would 
work concurrently with the 
Lake Bridgeport plant. 

Going to Eagle Mountain 
Lake might mean the dis-
trict will have more acre 
feet as well since the lake 
is supposed to stay 70% 
full, Blackwood said at the 
February SUD board of direc-
tors meeting. 

Zach Huff, water resources 
engineering director at the 
regional water district, con-
firmed that there is no more 

water that can be given from 
Lake Bridgeport.

“Our permit with the 
state allows us to hold up 
to 27,000 acre-feet per year 
at (Lake) Bridgeport and re-
serves 66,000 acre-feet to be 
released to Eagle Mountain 
(Lake),” Huff said. “If you 
add up all of our contract 
maximums of customers 
who currently get water from 
Lake Bridgeport, it equals 
the 27,000 AFY that we can 
hold at Bridgeport. We can’t 
increase our contract maxi-
mums because we would be 
guaranteeing something that 
we could not legally provide.”

In addition to Walnut 
Creek SUD, Lake Bridgeport 
supplies water to the city of 
Bridgeport, city of Runaway 
Bay, West Wise Special Utility 
District, Wise County Water 
Supply District (City of 
Decatur), Jack County Power, 
Vistra Energy/Wise County 
Power as well as five irriga-
tion and mining contracts.

Huff said Tarrant Regional 
Water District is looking into 
changing the permits so that 
so much water wouldn’t be 
sent to Eagle Mountain Lake, 
which would allow allotments 
to increase. 

“It is important to note 
that any additional water 
held at Bridgeport would 

have to be replaced at Eagle 
Mountain by water pumped 
from Richland-Chambers and 
Cedar Creek,” he said.

Walnut Creek customer 
Jane Galvin has spoken at 
multiple board of directors’ 
meetings about her concerns 
that Lake Bridgeport’s levels 
are not sufficient, especially 
in the summer when drought 
conditions tend to worsen. 
At the March 18 meeting, 
she pointed out that Lake 
Bridgeport is about 15 feet 
(above mean sea level) below 
the set conservation level. 
According to TRWD’s web-
site, the conservation level is 
the permitted amount of wa-
ter that is allowed to be held 
in a lake, and if the amount 
of water surpasses the con-
servation level, it is released 
downstream. 

“Lake Bridgeport lake level 
and the serious need for a 
secondary reliable clean wa-
ter source is still on the agen-
da,” Galvin said during the 
meeting. “The lake level as of 
today is at 820.70 (feet above 
mean sea level), 15.30 feet 
below conservation pool, put-
ting us squarely in drought 
restrictions. This continua-
tion will be a Stage 3 (under 
the Water Conservation and 
Drought Contingency Plan) 
by June.”

Galvin stressed that the 
board needs to put in place a 
plan to ensure that custom-
ers have reliable access to 
water. 

Walnut Creek SUD board 
member Jim Cox said dur-
ing the March meeting that 
the district is looking into 
alternative water sources, 
but if the board pursues an 
$85 million bond issue, water 
rates will likely increase. 

“Those that are familiar 
with municipalities and water 
rates, when you put a bond is-
sue out, what’s going to hap-
pen? That bond issue has got 
to be paid for in increases in 
water rates,” Cox said. “Keep 
that in mind. We’re doing our 
best to do what we can do to 
not raise your water rates.”

The district’s engineer Bill 
Lohrke pointed out some 
drawbacks about Eagle 
Mountain Lake. He said it 
doesn’t have as much capac-
ity as Lake Bridgeport, the 
water quality isn’t as good as 
Bridgeport and water from 
Eagle Mountain Lake would 
be travelling uphill to the dis-
trict so more pump stations 
would be needed to push the 
water uphill. 

Regarding qual-
ity, Blackwood said Eagle 
Mountain Lake water is cloud-
ier but not untreatable.

Lohrke said TRWD should 
build another pipeline to sup-
ply water to Lake Bridgeport, 
which he said was proposed 
years ago but never came to 
fruition. 

“That would be the best 
economic situation for 

Walnut Creek, Runaway Bay, 
the town of Bridgeport, West 
Wise (SUD) and Decatur,” 
Lohrke said. “If we have to go 
to Eagle Mountain and build 
it, someone’s got to come up 
with a lot of money.”

MADELYN EDWARDS | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

Walnut Creek Special Utility District customer Jane Galvin has 
spoken at multiple board of directors’ meetings about her concerns 
that Lake Bridgeport’s levels are not suffi  cient, especially in the 
summer when drought conditions tend to worsen.
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A church alive is worth the drive! For more information or rates on listing your church, call Jessica at 817-270-3340

THE ABBEY CHURCH 
Pastor: Paul Brownback 

10400 Jacksboro Hwy 817-238-1404  
www.TheAbbeyChurch.com 

Morning Worship ���������������������������10:30 am 
Community Groups ��������������� Various Times

ASH CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH 
Pastor: Dr� G� Wesley Shotwell 

300 South Stewart St� 817-444-3219 
www.ashcreekbc.org 

Sunday School ��������������������������������9:30 am 
Contemporary Worship-TMP ���������10:45 am 
Traditional Worship  ����������������������10:45 am 
Evening Worship/Youth Refuge ��������6:00 pm 
Wednesday Evening ������������������������6:15 pm 

AZLE FIRST ASSEMBLY of GOD 
Rev� Joshua Lowrance 

1020 S�E� Parkway, Azle 817-237-4903 
Sunday School ��������������������������������9:30 am 
Morning Worship ���������������������������10:30 am 
Wednesday Evening ������������������������7:00 pm

COMMUNITY BIBLE FELLOWSHIP CHURCH 
Pastor - Alton Davis 817-521-4510 

1405 Reynolds Rd�, Azle 817-444-7117 
Directions: 730 N� to 1542 �5 mi� right  

on Cardinal, left on Reynolds 
Sunday School ��������������������������������9:45 am 
Morning Worship ���������������������������11:00 am 
Sunday Evening ������������������������������6:00 pm 
Wednesday Evening ������������������������7:00 pm

AZLE CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
DISCIPLES OF CHRIST 

Interim Minister Rev� Russell Clark, 
Family Life Minister Emerson Braun 

117 Church St� • 817-444-3527 
Sunday School ������������������������������10:00 am 
Morning Worship ���������������������������11:00 am 

CORNERSTONE COMMUNITY CHURCH 
2233 Hwy 199 E�, Springtown 

817-221-LIFE (5433)  
Sunday Worship Service ���������������10:00 am 
Wednesday �������������������������������������7:00 pm

CROSSROADS BAPTIST CHURCH 
Pastor - Jon Baker 

Corner FM 730S & FM 1886 817-755-0279 
Transportation Available 

Worship Service ����������������������������10:30 am 
Wed� Prayer Service ������������������������7:00 pm

THE EDGE CHURCH - AZLE 
1313 S�E� Pkwy, Azle 817-237-4822 

Missouri Synod 
“Love God - Serve Others - Share Jesus” 

Traditional Worship �������������������������9:30 am 
Contemporary Worship������������������11:00 am

FIRST METHODIST CHURCH OF AZLE 
Pastor: Rev� Raymond Gilman 

200 Church St�, Azle 817-444-3323 
Morn� Worship �������������������8:30 & 10:45 am 
Sunday School �������������������������������9:45  am 
Youth ����������������5:00 pm Sun & 6:30 pm Wed

GRACEPOINTE CHURCH 
4110 E� Hwy 199, Springtown

Pastor: Timothy McKeown 
817-221-5683 gracepointesbc.org

Sunday School �������������������������������9:45 am 
Sunday Service �����������������������������11:00 am 
Wednesday Bible Study ������������������6:00 pm

HOLY TRINITY CATHOLIC CHURCH 
800 Highcrest Dr� -  Azle 817-444-3063 

Saturday �����������������������������������������5:00 pm 
Sunday �������������������������������������������9:00 am 
Sunday �������������������������������11 am (Spanish) 
Daily Mass (M, T, Th, F) �������������������8:00 am 
Wednesday Mass Religious ED �������6:30 pm 
Confessions �����������������������������������Sat 4 pm

HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH ELCA 
4795 E� Hwy 199 - Reno 817-221-HOPE 

Follow us on Facebook for streaming services 
Sunday School ��������������������������������9:00 am 
Traditional Service ������������������������10:00 am

SOLID ROCK BIBLE CHURCH 
591 S� Reno Rd, , Springtown, Texas 76082 

Pastor - Bill Gay - 817-304-7443 
Coffee and Donuts ��������������������������9:00 am 
Sunday School ��������������������������������9:30 am 
Morning Worship ���������������������������10:30 am 

Children’s Church After Music Service 
Wed� Prayer Meeting �����������������������6:30 pm 
Wed� Bible Study �����������������������������7:00 pm

LEGACY CHURCH 
Assembly of God Church 
Pastor: Gary D� Veazey 

Hwy� 199 & Jaybird Lane 817-221-2983 
Morning Worship ����������������9:15 & 11:00 am 
Kidz Zone���������������������������9:15 & 11:00 am 
Weds Evening Legacy Group Legacy Youth, Kids  
All Services �������������������������������������7:00 pm

THE RANCH CHRISTIAN COWBOY CHURCH 
Pastor: Greg Slankard 

7955 Reed Rd�, Azle 682-327-7082 
www.TheRanchCCC.org 

Sunday School 9:30 am • Worship 10:00 am 
Weds 7:00 pm • Thurs Potluck 6:30 pm
SILVER CREEK METHODIST CHURCH 

Pastor: Bill Killough 
2200 Church Rd�, Azle 817-444-1382 

www.silvercreekmc.org 
Sunday School 9:30 am • Worship 10:30 am

SILVER CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH 
Pastor:  Jay Ditty   

Minister of Music: David Musick 
Corner FM 730 S� & Veal Station Rd� 

Church 817-444-2325  
www.silvercreekbc.org  

Sunday School �������������������������������9:45  am 
Morning Worship ���������������������������10:50 am 
Evening Worship �����������������������������6:00 pm 
Wed� Prayer Service ������������������������7:00 pm

THE WORD@LAKESIDE CHURCH OF GOD 
9396 FM 1886 Fort Worth, TX 76135 

817-237-5500 
thewordatlakeside�com 

Pastors: Brandon and Kelly Bohannon 
Worship Pastor: Christen Moody 

Family Life and Young Adult Pastors: Jodie 
and Mark James, Kids Pastor: Katie Pearson, 

Student Pastors: Taylor and Sheridan 
Tomlin, Creative Directors: Logan and Carrie 

Edwards, Connections Coordinators: 
Preston and Ashley Larrew

Equip Sunday School 
at the WORD �������������������������������� 9:30 AM 
Empower Worship 
at the WORD ������������������������������ 10:45 AM 
Kids at the WORD����������������������� 10:45 AM 
PreK at the WORD ���������������������� 10:45 AM 
Emanate at the WORD  
(Special Needs Ministry) ������������ 10:45 AM 
Nursery at the WORD ����������������� 10:45 AM 
Young Adults at the WORD ����������� 6:00 PM 
Wednesdays 
Adult Bible Class �������������������������� 7:00 PM 
The WORD Students 
(6th-12th grades) ������������������������� 6:30 PM 
Awana Kids at the WORD  ������������ 6:30 PM 
Life at the WORD Life Groups Various Times

... ATTEND THE CHURCH OF YOUR CHOICE THIS SUNDAY

408 South Ash St. 
Springtown, TX 76082

Sunday School 9:45 am
Sunday Worship 10:45 am
Evening Worship 6:30 pm

Wednesday Bible Study 7:00 pm

Bethel Missionary
BAPTIST CHURCH

All are welcome
2nd Peter 3:18

But grow in grace and 
in the knowledge of our 
Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ. To him be glory 
both now and for ever. 
Amen. 

Pastor: 
Brandon Hall 
Ashley Hall

James R. Plowman 
Norma Plowman
913 N. Elm St.  

Weatherford, TX 76086
www.galbreaithpickard.com

1-800-593-2747

817-594-2747 • FAX 817-596-7803

Azle • Springtown • Mineral Wells • Weatherford
817-444-3211 • www.whitesfuneral.com

Our family serving your family since 1908

• Full Service
Funeral Home

• Cremation
Services

• Pre-Need
Plans

Bob White,
Anita White & 
Zack Bellenger

The Tri-County Reporter, 
Thursday March 28 , 2024

Dorothy Daulong
1934-2024

Dorothy Jean Daulong, 89, 
of Springtown, Texas passed 
away Friday, March 22, 2024, 
at home, surrounded by 
loved ones.

A graveside service will be 
at 2 p.m. Friday, March 29, 
at Springtown Cemetery in 
Springtown.

Dorothy was born to 
Raymond and Veda McGee 
Nov. 8, 1934, in Colorado 
City. She was a loving wife, 
mother and grandmother 
who had unconditional love 
for her family and cherished 
her time with them.

Dorothy is preceded in 
death by her husband, Don 
Daulong; stepson, Craig 

Daulong; parents, Raymond 
and Veda McGee; brother, 
Darrell McGee; sister, Pat 
Sparks; grandson, Sammy 
Jack Weir; great-granddaugh-
ter, Crystal Lynn Pokryske; 
and many other loved ones.

She is survived by her 
children, Teresa and 
husband, Jesse Cross, 
Charles Hemphill, Dee 
Dee and husband, Rick 
King, Gary Daulong, 
Renee Daulong; along 
with many grandchildren, 
great-grandchildren, and 
great-great-grandchildren.

The Tri-County Reporter, 
Thursday March 28 , 2024

Sharon Arledge
1943-2024 

Sharon Mozelle Arledge, 
80, passed away Friday, 
March 15, 2024.

A private graveside cer-
emony was held March 20, 
2024 for family and friends 
at Azleland Memorial Park 
and Mausoleum.

Sharon was born May 9, 
1943, in Bowie, and was a 
hairdresser for over 35 years.

She is preceded in death 

by her parents, K.W. Arledge 
and Carmen Margaueretta 
Arledge; and brother Monte 
Kenneth Arledge.

She is survived by her son 
Chad Summers and wife 
Cheryl; and grandchildren 
Chase and Caden Summers.

The Tri-County Reporter, 
Thursday March 28 , 2024

Cheryl Scott
1949-2024

Cheryl Sue (Cypert) Scott, 
74, passed away, Monday, 
March 18, 2024 at home in 
Springtown. 

A memorial service for 
Cheryl will be held Saturday, 
April 13, at 11 a.m. in 
Alexander’s Midway Chapel, 
3607 E. State Highway 199 in 
Springtown.

Cheryl was born, August, 5, 
1949, in Abilene to Oscar and 
Elinor (Keen) Cypert. Cheryl 
grew up in San Angelo and 
graduated from San Angelo 
High School. She attended 
San Angelo State University 
where she received a bach-
elor’s degree in teaching. 
Cheryl was a kindergarten 
teacher for the Fort Worth 
ISD, retiring in 2014. She 
loved children and helped to 
shape generations of youth 
during her career. She had a 
special love for children.

Cheryl enjoyed an annual 
reunion with her high school 
friends. 

She was preceded in death 
by her parents; husband, 
James Richard Scott; and sis-
ter, Cynthia Redfield.

She is survived by her 
son, SFC Ralph Beard, re-
tired from the U.S. Army; 
daughters, Stephanie Scott, 
Stacey Spraggins and hus-
band Terry; grandchildren, 
Courtney, Elizabeth, Brooke, 
Jamie, Grayson, Keegan, Jay 
and Patrick; great-grand-
child, Harper; and nieces, 
Katherine Wood and Tamara 
Hitt. She was a loving wife, 
mother, grandmother and 
great-grandmother.

OBITUARIES

How to dispose of unused and expired medication
STAFF REPORT

The U.S. Drug Enforcement 
Administration’s National 
Prescription Drug Take Back 
day is April 27 from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. The goal of this day 
is to provide a safe, conve-
nient and responsible means 
of disposing of prescription 
drugs, while also educating 
the public about the poten-
tial for abuse of medications. 

There are many ways to 
dispose of medications. The 
best option is to find a “drug 
take-back” location in your 

area. This could be a local 
pharmacy or a police station. 
The take-back location may 
offer on-site medicine drop 
off boxes, mail-back pro-
grams or in-home disposal 
products. 

To find a proper dis-
posal location in your area, 
visit the Drug Enforcement 
Administration’s 
Collection Site Locator 
at https://www.dea.gov/
takebackday#collection-
locator and enter your zip 
code. If there is not a col-

lection site near you, check 
the FDA’s “Flush List” at 
https://www.fda.gov/drugs/
disposal-unused-medicines-
what-you-should-know/
drug-disposal-fdas-flush-
list-certain-medicines to see 
which medications can be 
flushed to help get rid of the 
unused medication. 

Medication on the flush list 
may be especially dangerous 
with just one dose if it’s tak-
en by children, pets or others 
in the household. Flushing 
medicine that is not on the 

flush list may be harmful to 
the environment. 

If the medication is not 
on the flush list, disposing 
of it with the garbage may 
be an option if you can-
not flush the medication 
or there is not a take-back 
location nearby. For medi-
cines that are thrown away in 
the trash, FDA recommends 
mixing them with an unap-
pealing substance such as 
dirt, cat litter, or used coffee 
grounds. Don’t crush pills. 

suspect had fled the scene, 
according to The Messenger. 
Police initially arrested 
Dominguez, who they found 
near the medical lodge’s back 
door, in connection with 

MURDER
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stealing a firearm, possession 
of a controlled substance and 
unlawful carrying a weapon. 
He posted a $35,000 bond 
related to those charges and 
was released in late February. 

The Tri-County Reporter 
was unable to reach 
Dominguez for an interview. 

Azle ISD earns state awards
Communications Director Amanda 
Moore receives four awards

STAFF REPORTS
AZLE — Azle ISD 

Communications Director 
Amanda Moore was honored 
with four state awards dur-
ing the 2024 Texas School 
Public Relations Association 
(TSPRA) conference. The 
awards were announced at 
TSPRA’s annual Star Awards 
Celebration Feb. 21, in Sugar 
Land during the associa-
tion’s annual conference.

Azle ISD competed among 
professionals from districts 
across the state with enroll-
ments of up to 15,000 stu-
dents to earn its four distin-
guished achievement awards 
— three Gold Star Awards 
and one Bronze Star Award.

Each year, TSPRA recog-
nizes communicators in 
school districts, education 
foundations, education as-
sociations and organizations 
for their work in print and 
electronic media categories. 
There are 47 main catego-

ries covering various media 
such as newsletters, pro-
grams, posters, reports, writ-
ing, image/identity pack-
ages, photography, graphics, 
video, electronic presenta-
tions, campaigns, events 
and websites. Larger, more 
comprehensive projects and 
special programs are en-
tered in one of nine Crystal 
Commendation categories or 
in the Platinum Award cat-
egory. The Platinum Award 
honors a year-long project 
that exhibits the highest 
standards of excellence in all 
facets according to research, 
analysis, communication and 
evaluation.

This year, a record-setting 
1,850 entries were received. 
For the first 47 categories, 
the entries are divided into 
three divisions based on the 

number of students the dis-
trict, foundation or organiza-
tion serves — under 15,000 
students; 15,000 to 40,000 
students; and over 40,000 
students. Independent judg-
es evaluate and score each 
entry based on its own merit. 
Bronze, Silver, and Gold 
Stars are awarded based 
on set criteria. Finally, the 
judges review their highest-
scoring Gold Star winners 
and select a Best of Category 
for each division in each of 
the 47 categories.

The Texas School Public 
Relations Association 
(TSPRA) is a nonprofit, pro-
fessional organization dedi-
cated to promoting public 
schools through effective 
communications. TSPRA, 
an award-winning chap-
ter of the National School 

Public Relations Association 
(NSPRA), was chartered in 
1962 and incorporated in 
1977. With more than 1,150 
members, TSPRA is com-
prised primarily of pub-
lic information and com-
munications professionals 
who serve the public school 
districts and education or-
ganizations of Texas. The 
membership also includes 
superintendents, administra-
tors, principals, web/tech-
nology/electronic media and 
graphic professionals, edu-
cation foundation executive 
directors and their boards, 
association executive direc-
tors, school consultants, ven-
dors and others who support 
public education in the state. 
TSPRA provides professional 
development, resources, and 
networking opportunities for 
members and others in the 
education community. 

To place an obituary
Call 817-270-3340
or email us at:
info@tricountyreporter.com
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Texas Commission on 
Environmental Quality

NOTICE OF RECEIPT OF APPLICATION AND INTENT TO 
OBTAIN WATER QUALITY PERMIT RENEWAL

PERMIT NO. WQ0015566001

APPLICATION. Town of Lakeside, 9830 Confederate Park Road, Lakeside, 
Texas 76108, has applied to the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 
(TCEQ) to renew Texas Land Application Permit (TLAP) No. WQ0015566001 
to authorize the disposal of treated wastewater at a volume not to exceed a daily 
average flow of 30,000 gallons per day via surface irrigation of 12.46 acres of 
land. The domestic wastewater treatment facility and disposal area are located in 
the southwest portion of the Town of Lakeside approximately 700 feet south of 
the intersection of Aquilla Drive and Crest Ridge Drive, in Tarrant County, Texas 
76108. TCEQ received this application on January 29, 2024. The permit appli-
cation will be available for viewing and copying at Lakeside Town Hall, 9830 
Confederate Park Road, Lakeside, Texas prior to the date this notice is published 
in the newspaper. This link to an electronic map of the site or facility’s general 
location is provided as a public courtesy and not part of the application or notice. 
For the exact location, refer to the application. https://gisweb.tceq.texas.gov/Lo-
cationMapper/?marker=-97.499722,32.816944&level=18

ADDITIONAL NOTICE. TCEQ’s Executive Director has determined the ap-
plication is administratively complete and will conduct a technical review of the 
application.  After technical review of the application is complete, the Executive 
Director may prepare a draft permit and will issue a preliminary decision on the 
application. Notice of the Application and Preliminary Decision will be 
published and mailed to those who are on the county-wide mailing 
list and to those who are on the mailing list for this application. That 
notice will contain the deadline for submitting public comments.

PUBLIC COMMENT / PUBLIC MEETING. You may submit public 
comments or request a public meeting on this application. The purpose 
of a public meeting is to provide the opportunity to submit comments or to ask 
questions about the application. TCEQ will hold a public meeting if the Executive 
Director determines that there is a significant degree of public interest in the ap-
plication or if requested by a local legislator. A public meeting is not a contested 
case hearing.

OPPORTUNITY FOR A CONTESTED CASE HEARING. After the deadline 
for submitting public comments, the Executive Director will consider all timely 
comments and prepare a response to all relevant and material, or significant 
public comments. Unless the application is directly referred for a con-
tested case hearing, the response to comments, and the Executive 
Director’s decision on the application, will be mailed to everyone 
who submitted public comments and to those persons who are on the 
mailing list for this application. If comments are received, the mail-
ing will also provide instructions for requesting reconsideration of 
the Executive Director’s decision and for requesting a contested case 
hearing. A contested case hearing is a legal proceeding similar to a civil trial in 
state district court. 

TO REQUEST A CONTESTED CASE HEARING, YOU MUST INCLUDE 
THE FOLLOWING ITEMS IN YOUR REQUEST: your name, address, 
phone number; applicant’s name and proposed permit number; the 
location and distance of your property/activities relative to the pro-
posed facility; a specific description of how you would be adversely 
affected by the facility in a way not common to the general public; a 
list of all disputed issues of fact that you submit during the comment 
period and, the statement “[I/we] request a contested case hearing.” 
If the request for contested case hearing is filed on behalf of a group 
or association, the request must designate the group’s representative 
for receiving future correspondence; identify by name and physical 
address an individual member of the group who would be adversely 
affected by the proposed facility or activity; provide the information 
discussed above regarding the affected member’s location and dis-
tance from the facility or activity; explain how and why the member 
would be affected; and explain how the interests the group seeks to 
protect are relevant to the group’s purpose.  

Following the close of all applicable comment and request periods, the Executive 
Director will forward the application and any requests for reconsideration or for 
a contested case hearing to the TCEQ Commissioners for their consideration at a 
scheduled Commission meeting.

The Commission may only grant a request for a contested case hearing on issues 
the requestor submitted in their timely comments that were not subsequently 
withdrawn. If a hearing is granted, the subject of a hearing will be lim-
ited to disputed issues of fact or mixed questions of fact and law relat-
ing to relevant and material water quality concerns submitted during 
the comment period. TCEQ may act on an application to renew a per-
mit without providing an opportunity for a contested case hearing if 
certain criteria are met.

MAILING LIST. If you submit public comments, a request for a contested case 
hearing or a reconsideration of the Executive Director’s decision, you will be add-
ed to the mailing list for this specific application to receive future public notices 
mailed by the Office of the Chief Clerk. In addition, you may request to be placed 
on: (1) the permanent mailing list for a specific applicant name and permit num-
ber; and/or (2) the mailing list for a specific county. If you wish to be placed on 
the permanent and/or the county mailing list, clearly specify which list(s) and 
send your request to TCEQ Office of the Chief Clerk at the address below.

INFORMATION AVAILABLE ONLINE. For details about the status of the 
application, visit the Commissioners’ Integrated Database at www.tceq.texas.
gov/goto/cid. Search the database using the permit number for this application, 
which is provided at the top of this notice.

AGENCY CONTACTS AND INFORMATION. Public comments and re-
quests must be submitted either electronically at https://www14.tceq.texas.
gov/epic/eComment/, or in writing to the Texas Commission on Environmental 
Quality, Office of the Chief Clerk, MC-105, P.O. Box 13087, Austin, Texas 78711-
3087. Please be aware that any contact information you provide, including your 
name, phone number, email address, and physical address will become part of 
the agency’s public record. For more information about this permit application 
or the permitting process, please call the TCEQ Public Education Program, Toll 
Free, at 1-800-687-4040 or visit their website at www.tceq.texas.gov/goto/pep. 
Si desea información en Español, puede llamar al 1-800-687-4040.

Further information may also be obtained from Town of Lakeside at the address 
stated above or by calling Mrs. Robin Butcko, BBA, Permitting Services, LLC, at 
713-458-8612. 

Issuance Date: March 19, 2024
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vestigations unit in 2011, this 
time as detective sergeant, 
where he remained until he 
attained the rank of lieuten-
ant in 2018.

“I have grown up in the 
Azle community, and I love 
to give back and serve in the 
community I grew up in. It’s 
honestly not a job — it is a 
passion to serve this com-
munity and to provide the 
best service we can,” Rogers 
said. “Having long family ties 
to this community makes it 
more personal to help. Under 
the command of Chief (Ben) 
Hall, I believe that (the Azle 
Police Department) will be 
able to provide the best ser-
vice to the Azle community.”

Rogers earned a master’s 
degree in criminology and 
criminal justice from Texas 
Christian University in 2022 
and also received a certificate 
in leadership, executive and 
administrative development.

“Dr. Kendra Bowen and Dr. 
Johnny Nhan were instru-
mental in these two pro-
grams, and I am thankful 
to have been accepted and 
completed my coursework 
through TCU, which was a 
building block for my success 
in completing the National 
Academy,” Rogers said.

THE ACADEMY EXPERIENCE
According to its website, 

the FBI National Academy is a 
professional course of study 
for U.S. and international law 
enforcement managers nomi-
nated by their agency heads 
because of demonstrated 
leadership qualities.

The 10-week program pro-
vides coursework in intelli-
gence theory, terrorism and 
terrorist mindsets, manage-
ment science, law, behav-
ioral science, law enforce-
ment communication and 
forensic science. It serves to 
improve the administration 
of justice in police depart-
ments and agencies at home 
and abroad as well as to raise 
law enforcement standards, 
knowledge and cooperation 
worldwide.

Before attending the acad-
emy, Rogers applied to be a 

partner for the academy’s in-
ternational program and was 
selected to be a coordinator. 
He earned an additional cer-
tificate for taking all gradu-
ate courses. There were 198 
students in the 289th Session 
of the FBINA, and 24 of them 
came from other counties, 
Rogers explained. 

Although Rogers is the 
first law enforcement officer 
from the Azle PD to attend 
the academy, Hall — who 
nominated Rogers — gradu-
ated from FBINA Session 261 
when he worked for a differ-
ent agency. 

“Kevin distinguished him-
self by taking an advanced 
curriculum and acting as the 
class’ liaison to the interna-
tional students,” Hall said. 
“This experience will arm 
Kevin with the latest trends 
in crime fighting and investi-
gative methods. The courses 
are, in part, designed to offer 
local police departments an 
understanding of federal re-
sources available in manag-
ing criminal investigations.”

Rogers particularly enjoyed 
the athletic aspects of the FBI 
National Academy.

“The physical fitness pro-
gram was the best fitness in-
struction I have ever received. 
They covered every aspect 
of physical wellness, and we 
were provided with fitness 
instruction several times a 
week,” he said. “We had to 
complete each weekly chal-
lenge and run a mile in less 
than 10 minutes to be able 
to complete the Yellow Brick 
Road challenge — a 6.1-mile 
obstacle course, trail and 
road run that includes run-
ning up Heartbreak Hill. (That 
name should speak for itself.) 
After completing the chal-
lenge, we were awarded the 
famous yellow brick with our 
session number on it.”

Rogers said the 10-week 
course brought friendships 
with many of his classmates 
as they worked through the 
academy together. 

“You sweat, cry, share expe-
riences and laugh together 
while being comfortable with 
being uncomfortable with 
the daily challenges,” he said. 
“The biggest takeaway from 
the academy is that I now 
have 198 individuals who I 

can call upon at any time to 
help with any situation that 
may come up. I also have new 
contacts within the FBI who 
can assist with cases or pro-
vide resources as needed.”

Rogers called the experience 
of attending FBINA Session 
289 a true honor. He was 
humbled to meet the interna-
tional students and to learn of 
the challenges they face.

“I am extremely thankful 
to City Manager Tom Muir 
and Chief Hall for allowing 
me the opportunity to attend 
the 10-week program. I am 
also thankful to the men and 
women of the Azle Police 
Department who stepped up 
in my absence so that I could 
attend the academy,” Rogers 
said. 

BACK AT HOME
Just days after graduating 

in Quantico, Rogers is tem-
porarily at the helm of the 
Azle PD this week while Hall 
undergoes additional train-
ing. But he’s happy to be back 
at home with his family — 
blood and Blue.

“I am blessed with an 
amazing wife and kids who 
supported my adventures 
of attaining my master’s 
degree and attending the 
FBINA,” Rogers said. “It takes 
a special person to be a first 
responder, but it takes a lot 
more to be the spouse of a 
first responder. So ‘thank 
you’ to all the first responder 
spouses for your support.”

Being back home not only 
means enjoying more time 
with his wife, DaLania, but 
also with the latest additions 
to the Rogers family — twin 
grandsons Rhett and Ryder, 
who just turned 1 year old.

“Their laughs, giggles and 
smiles have brought a new 
level of happiness and joy to 
all of our lives, Rogers said. 
With a nod to his faith, he 
added, “God continues to 
provide calmness in the cha-
os and gives me knowledge 
and strength to achieve the 
daily tasks I’m given.”

Rogers learned something 
from a classmate at the 
FBINA he wanted to pass on 
to readers. It is simply to “be 
where your feet are,” which 
means to enjoy today and 
don’t worry about tomorrow.

will be open Fridays from 5-9 
p.m. and Saturdays from 11 
a.m. to 3 p.m. and Saturday 
evening from 5-9 p.m. 

Along with food trucks, 
the park will have fun and 
festivities on display with 
local musical act Jesus and 
Jimmy Hill on Friday and 
DJ Kip Kruger and Medicine 
Song on Saturday. The Easter 
Bunny will also make a spe-
cial appearance from 5-7 
p.m. Friday at Sally’s Sweets 
Ice Cream Truck and from 
1-3 p.m. Saturday and has a 
special gift for the first 50 
visitors. While a few perma-
nent tables are available, 
the FeedLot urgers visitors 
to bring their own camping 
chairs to ensure they have a 
place to sit. The city recom-
mends keeping cash handy 
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for the ease of visitors and 
vendors. Yard games are 
also encouraged. Since the 
FeedLot is located on city-
owned property, alcohol is 
prohibited. 

The city has ambitious 
plans for the site including a 
farmers market and weekly 

ZACH FREEMAN | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

The stage of the City of Azle’s new food truck park, set to open at at 5 
p.m. Friday, March 29. 

food truck events during the 
aforementioned times. The 
number of food trucks at the 
FeedLot during its debut will 
be double the expected num-
ber on any normal weekend. 
A stage has also been built for 
local acts and will be the site 
of future open mic nights. 

Notice of Public Sale 
Public boat sale to satisfy storage lien. Up for bids LEGALLY BELONGING TO: Sharon Hoppe 
& Brian Everett TX #3491BY 1970 49’ Burns Houseboat SER# B202104234323 The Sale Will 
Be Held on April 13th 2024 1:00 PM, West Bay Marina, 6925 Liberty School Tap Rd. Azle, 
Tx 76020 (817)444-1622.Terms are cash/cashier’s check at time of sale. Public boat sale to 
satisfy storage lien. Up for bids LEGALLY BELONGING TO: Thomas Fauver & Randy Ausbern 
TX #2863EB 2006 18’ Ebbtide Ser# ETC00376K505 the Sale Will Be Held on April 13th 2024 
1:00 PM, West Bay Marina, 6925 Liberty School Tap Rd. Azle, Tx 76020 (817)444-1622.Terms 
are cash/cashier’s check at time of sale. Public boat sale to satisfy storage lien. Up for bids 
LEGALLY BELONGING TO: Chisty Hussain & Robert Self TX # 3471AU 1960 36’ Chris Craft 
SER #CXA360189H The Sale Will Be Held on April 13th 2024 1:00 PM, West Bay Marina, 6925 
Liberty School Tap Rd. Azle, Tx 76020 (817)444-1622.Terms are cash/cashier’s check at time 
of sale. 

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
VARIANCE REQUEST

The City of Pelican Bay Board of Adjustment will conduct a public hearing at 7:00 p.m. on 
Tuesday, April 23, 2024 at City Hall, 1300 Pelican Circle to consider the following variance 
request: The property owner, Factory Showcase Homes, LLC, has requested a variance to 
the side yard setback for an existing lot 46 in block twenty-four (24), of Pelican Bay Addition, 
generally located at 1800 Long Avenue. The property is zoned SF-3 (Single-Family 3), which 
requires a minimum side yard setback of 25 feet.  A porch must be built so an occupant can 
access the front door which would be to a side yard. Without a variance, the porch would 
set over the build line. A variance is needed for entry to the home. Written comments on 
the variance request are welcomed and must be returned to the following address before 
the meeting.  Members of the public are invited to attend and speak at the hearing. City 
of Pelican Bay 1300 Pelican Circle Pelican Bay, Texas 76020 Attn:  Cynthia Daniels, City 
Secretary

CITY OF AZLE, TEXAS
REQUEST FOR APPLICATIONS

DEPOSITORY SERVICES
The City of Azle, Texas, is soliciting sealed applications from qualified financial institutions, 
with a physical location within the City’s municipal boundaries, to provide primary Depository 
Services (RFA 2024-006).  Applications will be accepted until 2:00 P.M. on Wednesday, May 1, 
2024, delivered to the City of Azle, Attention: Jennifer Walls, Purchasing Agent, 505 W. Main 
Street, Azle, Texas 76020. The award of the depository services contract is scheduled for 
consideration during the City of Azle City Council meeting on July 16, 2024, at 6:00 P.M. at 
505 W. Main Street, Azle, Texas 76020.

LEGAL PUBLIC NOTICES
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Hogle
INSURANCE 

GROUP

HOGLEINSURANCE.COM

“OUR BEST POLICY IS PERSONAL SERVICE”

817-444-6389Shaye hogle hogye hogle

Farm & Ranch
Albracht Harwood Agency Inc.

Springtown | Grapevine
(817) 220-4700
ahainsured.com CALL FOR A QUOTE TODAY!

Amy Kaplan ChFC CLU, Agent

813 E. Hwy 199, Springtown, TX

817-220-5222
amykaplaninsurance.com

Voted #1 Insurance Agency In Azle

Haley Carter

408 Boyd Ct., Azle • 817-444-1100
HaleyCarter.com

• Auto
• Homeowners
• Renters

• Pet Insurance
• Life
• Business         

Haley Carter

408 Boyd Ct., Azle • 

• Auto
• Homeowners
• Renters

AUTHORIZED AGENT

Kaye Burtnett & Vanessa Roberson

905 E. Hwy. 199 Springtown, TX 76082

HOME • AUTO • FARM • LIFE

Protecting Texans, Prioritizing customer service

Thank you for voting us
Best Insurance Agency 2021

AZLE & SPRINGTOWN
Insurance Directory

Dale Mares,
AAMS BIG SAVINGS
MARES INSURANCE GROUP INC
208 W. MAIN, AZLE • 817-444-1491
dalemares@allstate.com
Insurance and coverages subject to terms, qualifications and availability. 
Allstate Vehicle and Property Insurance Co. Allstate Fire and Casualty 
Insurance Co. Northbrook, Ilinois 2010 Allstate Insurance Co.

City-wide cleanup looking for volunteers
Organizers host day to clean-up 
Azle roadways April 6

ZACH FREEMAN 
azlereporter@tricountyreporter.com

AZLE — On Saturday, April 
6 volunteers will meet at 7:30 
a.m. in front of Azle City Hall 
for a community Cleanup 
Day. The event is expected 
to last no later than 11 a.m. 
The event’s organizers are 
looking for individuals and 
businesses to donate their 
time to cleaning up sections 
along Northwest Parkway, 
Southwest Parkway, East 
Main Street, Kerry Lane, 
Commerce Street and Boyd 
Road. If interest is found, 
organizers would also like 
to clean areas near Azle’s 
Central Park, Ash Creek Park, 
Shady Grove, the Feed Lot 
at 225 Church Street, Azle 
High School, Azle Junior 
High, Forte Junior High and 
Azle’s elementary schools. 
Volunteers may apply by con-
tacting Randa Goode at ran-
da.goode@pinnbank.com. 

“CWD is supplying all the 
vests, bags, and trash grab-
bers so all we need now are 
volunteers,” says organizer 
and mayor pro-tem Randa 
Goode. “I think it is impor-
tant for a city to take pride 
in its appearance. I drive the 
streets every day and see 

trash along the side all the 
time. This is not how I want 
other people to see our city, 
and I don’t think citizens of 
the city want to see this ei-
ther. Azle is a great place to 
live and work, and we must 
take care of our city. But get-
ting a handle on the trash 
situation can be overwhelm-
ing for just one person, so if 
we can get the community to 
help, we can start making a 
positive difference.”

The event started last year 
after Goode began speak-
ing with other Azle residents 
about the problem of trash 
along Azle’s roadways. After 
speaking, community mem-
bers like Jennifer Herrington 
at the Azle Area Chamber 
of Commerce and Robert 
Medigovich with CWD, helped 
make the Earth Day event a 
reality. This year the cleanup 
day is being held a little ear-
lier, but the message behind 
the movement remains the 
same. 

“It’s truly a community 
event with the community 
coming together to make a 
difference,” Goode said. “I 
have been wonderfully sur-
prised with the response I 
have already received from 
people wanting to volunteer.”

COURTESY RANDA GOODE

Areas in the dashed line will be cleaned up by Pinnacle Bank 
employees.

COURTESY RANDA GOODE

Areas in the double line will be cleaned by Azle soccer teams.

While the City of Azle hosts 
biannual cleanup days where 
residents can clean up their 
properties and take trash 
to dumpsters located off 
Denver Trail, this is among 
the first events focused on 
picking up trash around the 

roadways in Azle. Goode 
hopes to continue pushing 
events like these as a regular 
Azle tradition and is open 
to the possibility of holding 
more throughout the year. 

The event will have vol-
unteers walking through 

tall grass, so long pants and 
reliable footwear are recom-
mended. Organizers also 
urge that volunteers always 
pay attention to their sur-
roundings. Most of the loca-
tions are along major roads 
and traffic remains a possible 

danger.
“Do not put yourself in 

danger,” Goode said in an 
email to volunteers. “No piece 
of trash is worth risking your 
life.”

COURTESY RANDA GOODE

AHS theater advances to
bidistrict competition for One-Act Play

COURTESY PHOTO

The Azle High School One-Act 
Play company will advance to 
the bidistrict tournament for 
the fi rst time in fi ve years. The 
group performed “The Yellow 
Boat” by David Saar for the UIL 
competition March 23 at Aledo 
High School. In addition to 
advancing, the company earned 
numerous awards, including 
All Star cast: Ben Derting; 
Honorable Mention All Star cast: 
Ali O’Neil; Honorable Mention 
All Star cast: Julian Vilchiz; All 
Star crew: Paul Leonard; and 
Overall Best Tech Crew. The 
bidistrict tournament will take 
place April 3 in Terrell.
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Optimist
Club of Azle

Meets every 
FRIDAY at 6:45 am

Moe’s Country Kitchen 
316 W. Main, Azle

Rotary
Club 

of Azle
MEETS AT NOON 

THURSDAY
412 Commerce St. 

(across from Azle Post Office)

Addiction wants to destroy 
you & everyone around you.

The Finish Line

With Jesus there 
is Victory over 
addiction.
GET BACK IN 
THE RACE!

Meetings held every Friday from
7:30pm-9:30pm at The Church at Azle

1801 S. Stewart • Azle • 817-401-8513 
www.ourfinishline.com

Floor School or Work 
7:30 PM 

THURSDAY NIGHT
Kenny Patrick- Worshipful Master

Chris Akers - Secretary
Clint Hall - Treasurer

Azle Lodge
No. 601

817-444-2300
412 Commerce St.

Volunteer Caregiver 
Training Classes

Classes open to 
public at no charge

Good N.E.W.S.

Our 
Volunteers 

Make a 
Difference!

Caregiver Volunteer Meeting
1st Monday of 

Each Month at 6pm

Living at Home Block Nurse Program

Meets 2nd TUESDAY 6:30 PM 

412 Commerce, Azle 
e-clubhouse.org/sites/azle_tk/

Jamie Westbrook - president 
817-550-7625

Azle Lion’s Club
Volunteers Needed 

TexasHealth.org/ 
Volunteer/Our-Process

RAINBOW INN GIFT SHOP 
Inside Hospital 108 Denver Trail 

Azle 817-444-8651
ATTIC RERUNS 

NOW OPEN! FRI 9-4 SAT 9-1 
714 SE Pkwy Azle 817-270-3690

CLUB or 
ORGANIZATION 

meeting?

Only $125 
for 52 weeks 

of advertising

Call for details:
817-270-3340

Daily meetings at Noon & 6:30 pm 
Sunday at 3 pm

229 S. Stewart St. • Azle
817-332-3533

Faced with a 
DRINKING Problem?

Perhaps Alcoholics Anonymous can HELP.

10328 Jacksboro Hwy
Fort Worth TX 76135

817-237-1819
www.emphc.org

Tues 9 - 3 pm • Thurs 12-6 pm
Se Habla eSpañol

Clubs and Clubs and 
OrganizationsOrganizations

Concerned about 
someone with an addiction?

Meetings Mon & Fri 6:30 pm
229 S. Stewart St. (left door) Azle

www.al-anon.org
azlesanctuaryafg@gmail.com

Leading People to Jesus Christ 
through the 12 Step Program 

alongside the Biblical Principals

120 E. Main St., Azle, TX 
Tuesdays 7-8:15 pm

For info contact Greg S. 
817-851-8648

COMMUNITY CHURCH

Christian Leaders partnering together 
with one voice to impact our culture for 

Christ. We celebrate unity amidst diversity 
as we pastor our community.

Luncheon meetings 
11:45 a.m. - 1 p.m. 2nd Tues of each 

month; location varies.
See www.azlema.com or email 

director@azlema.com for additional 
information.

817-200-4611

Love God. Love People. Love Your City.
Dream Center open 9-3 M-F 

11698 FM730 S. Azle
FOR QUESTIONS CALL:

833-4WE-SERV
servolutionnetwork.com

Azle Memorial Library 
celebrates 15 years

City officials, staff, community 
gather for quindecennial

ZACH FREEMAN 
azlereporter@tricountyreporter.com

AZLE — Throughout the 
week, Azle’s library celebrat-
ed the 15th anniversary of 
its current building, opened 
March 30, 2009. The name 
“Azle Memorial Library” 
was chosen to memorialize 
the donors who made the 
library’s construction pos-
sible. The library promoted 
the anniversary with a week 
of scavenger hunts and priz-
es. On Saturday, March 23 
the library gave out free gifts 
and goodies to mark the oc-
casion and hosted announce-

ments from Mayor Pro Tem 
Randa Goode and Library 
Director Curren McLane. The 
library also held several craft 
activities and a community 
meal. The 11 staff members 
mingled with city officials, 
past staff and community 
members during the celebra-
tion. McLane detailed the 
history of libraries in Azle 
and commemorated the 2.8 

million items checked out 
in its 1.5 million visits from 
community members in the 
last 15 years. 

“We want to be here for 
this community,” McLane 
said. “This is your library. 
Thank you so much for com-
ing here, letting us know 
what you need, and we hope 
to provide those needs long 
into the future.”

ZACH FREEMAN | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

Tommy Standefer and Tony Haas manned the Azle Library Trust table. “It’s great for the community and 
it adds a lot of cultural stuff to Azle,” the pair said. “A lot of communities our size or even big cities don’t 
have the kind of library we do. Azle has always supported the library even back when we were kids.” 

ZACH FREEMAN | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

Adult Activities Director Rebecca Buchanan and library assistant Mia Muhnuy greeted visitors at the 
celebration. 

ZACH FREEMAN | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

Library volunteers pass out freebies to families and attendees.

Kim Ware selected as Springtown Chamber president
Ware succeeds former leader 
Jennifer Conway

MADELYN EDWARDS
springtownreporter@tricountyreporter.com 

SPRINGTOWN — Tri-
County Reporter publisher 
Kim Ware is the new presi-
dent of the Springtown Area 
Chamber of Commerce’s 
board of directors. 

Ware was assigned to this 
role at the board meeting 
March 21. Former President 
Jennifer Conway announced 
she would step down from 
the position at the chamber’s 
Annual Awards Gala earlier 
this month. 

“I’m excited,” Ware said 
about her new position. “I’ve 
been president before. It’s 
been many years ago, but I’m 
super excited about working 
with the staff that’s here. It’ll 
be a great year.”

Ware previously served as 
the board’s president from 
2006 to 2008. She was also 
named the Chamber Member 
of the Year in 2008 and rec-
ognized for over a decade of 
service in 2016.

Conway served as cham-
ber president for three years, 
and she is confident Ware 

will do great and be success-
ful in the role. She said part 
of the reason she stepped 
down is because she works in 
Weatherford, and her sched-
ule doesn’t always allow her 
to help the chamber.

“I don’t have a bunch of 
free time to be available when 
they need somebody, and I 
think Kim will be very good 
for that because she’s around 
this area,” Conway said.

The chamber president is 
tasked with presiding over 
the board meetings and vari-
ous committees. Chamber 
Executive Director Terri 
Toone described the board 
president as a “backbone” for 
staff, someone who provides 
support.

“I’m very excited about the 
change in leadership,” Toone 
said. “Jennifer did an excel-
lent job, but I am also very 
excited to have Kim on board. 
We’re going to make a great 
team — me, Kim and (cham-

ber administrative assistant) 
Dene (Berry) and our ambas-
sadors and our volunteers.”

Ware intends to work to-
ward the goals set by the 
board and said she is excited 
for the chamber’s upcoming 
events.

“I always look forward to 
Wild West (Festival),” Ware 
said. “Wild West is a lot of 
fun. The most recent thing 
we’re going to do will be the 
clay shoot (April 12). Clay 
shoot is a blast, so I’m look-
ing forward to doing the clay 
shoot this year.”

Toone expects Ware will 
bring “fresh new ideas” to the 
table. 

“We’re already getting stuff 
ready to put on the calendar,” 
Toone said. “I think increas-
ing our membership num-
bers is going to be a big thing. 
We will, in the near future, do 
a membership drive to try to 
get our numbers built and the 
community more involved.”

Conway agreed that Ware 
will be good at coming up 
with new thoughts and plans.

“Kim is full of ideas. That’s 
Kim’s forte is ideas, so she’ll 
do very well with that,” she 
said.

Despite leaving the lead 
role, Conway was still plan-
ning Wild West Festival activi-
ties after the March 21 board 
meeting. 

“I still do Wild West. I don’t 
think any of us are allowed to 
go anywhere,” Conway said 
jokingly. “When you get suck-
ered in, you are stuck.” 

During her presidency, 
Conway enjoyed getting to 
know the chamber’s staff and 
building up her friendships 
with them. She also credited 
the role with pushing her 
to address large groups of 
people. 

“I stepped out of my com-
fort zone a little because I 
don’t like public speaking,” 
Conway said. “It kind of 
forced me to do that, so that 
was a lot to learn.”

By the end of this year’s 
chamber gala, Conway deliv-
ered three speeches. 

“Oh, I’m still afraid of it,” 
she said. “Don’t get me wrong. 
It’s not my thing, but I’ve suc-
ceeded with it, I guess.”

Conway will stay on the 
chamber board and plans 
on still being involved. She 
described the chamber as a 
“moving target” that’s always 

changing. With more people 
and businesses coming to 
Springtown, she expects to 
see the chamber expand its 
membership.

“I think that’s the goal is to 
continue to grow the cham-
ber as best we can,” Conway 
said. 

MADELYN EDWARDS | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

Tri-County Reporter publisher Kim Ware is the new president of the 
Springtown Area Chamber of Commerce. Ware is pictured to the 
right of Chamber Executive Director Terri Toone. 
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NEED EXTRA CASH !!! ???

Travel Trai lers l 5th Wheels   
Goosenecks l Bumper Pulls  

In Any Area!!!  Any Condition!!!
Old/New !!!    Dirty or Clean !!!

I PAY CA$H    956-466-7001
No Title – No Problem – We Can Apply For One

ANR Enterprises

I BUY RVs & 
MOBILE HOMEs You CAN Cancel Your Timeshare

We have helped over 30,000 American families
save over $450,000,000 in timeshare debt and
maintenance fees. We can help you too.

*This is an Advertisement. Wesley Financial Group, LLC (“WFG”) and/or its a�liates, successors, or assigns are
not lawyers and/or a law firm and does not engage inthe practice of law or provide legal advice or legal

representation. Actual results depend on each client’s distinct case and no specific outcome is guaranteed. 

*This is an Advertisement. Wesley Financial Group, LLC (“WFG”) and/or its a�liates, successors, or assigns are
not lawyers and/or a law firm and does not engage inthe practice of law or provide legal advice or legal

representation. Actual results depend on each client’s distinct case and no specific outcome is guaranteed. 

Get your free information kit
and see if you qualify: Call 1.855.501.6864

Price per person based on double occupancy plus $299 tax service/gov’t fees. Ask your Travel Consultant for terms 
& conditions. Add-on airfare with transfers available from most major gateways. Call for details.

1-888-848-0599

12 DAYS:
MAY-SEPT 2024 
DEPARTURES

Starting at
$2149 $1899

Grand Alaskan
Cruise & Tour

USE PROMO CODE: YMT2024 8AM-8PM EST MON-FRI

WE BUY OIL, GAS, & 
MINERAL RIGHTS

Both non-producing and producing 
including Non-Participating Royalty Interest (NPRI)
Provide us your desired price for an offer evaluation.

CALL TODAY: 806.620.1422    
LOBO MINERALS, LLC
PO Box 1800 • Lubbock, TX 79408-1800
LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com

Ms. Fairy Dogmother
It’s never too late to have the dog of your dreams!

•  Private Dog Training
•  Custom Pet Sitting

www.msfairydogmother.net
ann@msfairydogmother.net

Ann Coffey @ 817-668-6229
Call Today For Your Appointment

817-444-8025

AIR DUCT CLEANING
•  Clean All 

Supply Vents
• Sanitize
• Return Vents

Raising the steaks
Azle Rotary raised over $10k at steak cookoff, 
winners named
ZACH FREEMAN 
azlereporter@tricountyreporter.com

AZLE — Lakeside-based 
Steak Cookoff Association 
held its first annual Azle 
Steak Cookoff March 9, in 
collaboration with the Rotary 
Club of Azle. The event 
brought dozens of chefs — 
pros and amateurs alike — to 
face off in cooking for two 
steak rounds and a round 
of appetizers. Participants 
who placed first place in 
steak rounds won as much 
as $1,000 while 10th place 
winners earned $25. Through 
donations, entry fees and raf-

fles, the event raised $10,848 
for the Azle Rotary Club. 

ROUND A STEAK WINNERS
• 1st: Jack Foster
• 1st: Pat McDevitt
• 3rd: Jay Kassera 
• 4th: Chuck White
• 5th: Gene Skillin
• 6th: Melissa McDevitt
• 7th: Doug Homann
• 8th: Naomi Roskell
• 9th: Andras Taciany
• 10th: Andy Bowen 

ROUND B STEAK WINNERS
• 1st: Chuck White
• 2nd:  Henry Stevens
• 2nd: Doug Homann

• 4th: Randy McKnight
• 5th: Naomi Roskell
• 6th: Pat McDevitt
• 7th: Melissa McDevitt
• 8th: Curt Cuthbertson
• 9th: Jay Kassera
• 10th: Jack Foster

APPETIZER WINNERS
• 1st: Pat McDevitt
• 2nd: Heath Bletzacker
• 3rd: Norma Maune
• 4th: Randy McKnight
• 5th: Susan Handy
• 6th: Michael Jordak
• 7th: Azle Optimist
• 8th: Naomi Roskell
• 9th: Carey Foster
• 10th: Stephen Gentzler

COURTESY PHOTO

Steak round A winners Jack Foster and Pat McDevitt.

COURTESY PHOTO

Steak Round B winner Chuck White.

Rotary honors students 
of the month

5 AHS seniors recognized
during luncheon

ZACH FREEMAN 
azlereporter@tricountyreporter.com

AZLE — The Rotary Club 
of Azle recognized five 
Azle High School schools 
for their personal and aca-
demic achievements during 
their senior year. Gillian 
Brentz, Reese Wethington, 
Mathew Estrada, Madeline 
Thompson, and Brookelyn 
Nowakowski were each com-
mended by the club during 
its Feb. 29 luncheon. 

Gillian Brentz is the 
daughter of Eric and Andrea 
Brentz. Her GPA is 101.22 
and her class rank is 32. 
She hopes to attend the 
University of North Texas, 
the University of Texas at 
Arlington or the University 
of Texas to major in foreign 
languages, Japanese studies, 
or Asian language studies 
to possibly be a business 
translator one day. Brentz 
is proud of maintaining her 
position in the academic top 
10% of her class, overcoming 
her anxieties about driving, 
and winning second place at 
the World-Class level with 
the AHS indoor winds group. 
She considers her time 
management skills, deter-
mination and perfectionism 
to be some of her greatest 
strengths. 

Brentz describes herself 
as hard-working, empa-
thetic and creative. Some 
of her favorite teachers are 
Ms. Reasoner, Ms. Paden 
and Ms. Bradshaw. Brentz 
enjoys theater, music and 
dance along with reading. 
She is proud of her work as 
section leader in the band 
and for receiving the high-
est possible score at the UIL 
Texas Solo and Ensemble 
Contest. In addition to band, 
Brentz was house and pub-
licity manager and leader for 
the school’s production of 
Alice and Wonderland. She 
has participated in student 
council, National Junior 
Honor Society and culture 
club. 

Reese Wethington is 
the daughter of Christie 
Wethington. She has a GPA 
of 100.79 and is ranked 36th 
in her class. Wethington 
hopes to attend Texas 

Tech University to major in 
chemistry and then medical 
school to study behavioral 
neurology. She is proud of 
being in the academic top 
10% and being a band sec-
tion leader for three years. 

Wethington describes her-
self as charismatic, smart 
and perseverant. She’s also 
proud of her work ethic. Mr. 
Strange and Ms. Reasoner 
are some of her favorite 
teachers. She is in National 
Honor Society, Interact Club 
and HOSA along with band. 
Wethington is proud of the 
volunteer work she’s done 
at food pantries, nursing 
homes, and the Night to 
Shine special needs prom. 

Mathew Estrada is the son 
of Michelle Johnston. He has 
a GPA of 98.5 and is ranked 
58th in his class. Estrada 
is interested in joining the 
U.S. Navy and pursuing a 
future in nuclear science. 
His academic strengths are 
math and science, and his 
weaknesses are reading and 
studying.

Estrada’s personal 
strengths are his intelli-
gence and his headstrong 
attitude. His weakness is his 
talkativeness. He describes 
himself as ambitious, honest 
and organized. Coach Jones 
and Ms. Marlet are some of 
his favorite teachers. He is 
proud of his work volunteer-
ing in the Trinity Trash Bash. 

Madeline Thompson is 
the daughter of Stephen and 
Jennifer Thompson. She 
is interested in attending 
Texas Christian University, 
Texas Tech or Texas State 
for a pre-dental or orthodon-
tic education. She is proud 
of her academic accomplish-
ments. Her greatest academ-
ic strengths are her knack 
for completing assignments 
early and going above and 
beyond in expressing her-
self creatively. Thompson’s 
greatest academic weakness 
is that she often underes-
timates herself. Her great-
est personal strengths are 

her empathy, kindness and 
compassion. Her personal 
weakness is that she is shy 
sometimes. 

Thompson describes 
herself as compassionate, 
motivated and adaptable. 
Some of her favorite teach-
ers are Mr. Cooke and coach 
Prather. Thompson has been 
on the varsity cheer team for 
three years, was cheer cap-
tain in seventh and eighth 
grades, and is currently var-
sity cheer captain at AHS. 
She also serves as student 
council vice president. She 
is the youngest of three sib-
lings, and often volunteers 
at Ash Creek Baptist Church.

Brookelyn Nowakowski 
is the daughter of Jay and 
Gina Nowakowski. She has a 
GPA of 100.56 and is ranked 
38th in her class. She hopes 
to attend the University 
of Arkansas, Oklahoma 
University, Tarleton State 
University or TCU to pursue 
sports management, hor-
ticulture or environmental 
science. Nowakowski sees 
her good memory as her 
greatest academic strength. 
Chemistry and math are 
some of her best subjects. 
Her greatest personal 
strengths are that she is self-
disciplined, which she attri-
butes to having to get up for 
morning swim team prac-
tices since the third grade. 
She is also good at including 
others. One of her greatest 
weaknesses is her difficulty 
expressing her feelings. 

Nowakowski describes 
herself as determined, in-
clusive and charismatic. Her 
favorite teachers are coach 
Estes and Ms. Reasoner. 
Nowakowski says she strives 
for perfection. She has at-
tended swim meets for the 
past two years. She was part 
of student council last year, 
is currently an NHS mem-
ber, and is one of the swim 
captains for this season. 
She works as a lifeguard for 
Bearfoot Lifeguard Training 
and Pool Management. 

COURTESY PHOTO

(L-R) Alan Hard (recognized at the previous luncheon), Reese Wethington, Gillian Brentz, Brookelyn 
Nowakowski and Maddie Thompson were recognized for their academic achievements at the Feb. 29 
Rotary Club luncheon, along with Matthew Estrada who is not pictured.
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PREVENTATIVE 
RESTORATIVE 

COSMETIC

Dr. Joseph McCreary, III 
FAMILY & COSMETIC DENTISTRY

Family dentistry for all ages. 
Serving the Azle, Texas area

209 Roe Street, 
Azle TX 76020

817-444-3209

Crowns & Bridges • Whitening 
Dental Veneers • Cosmetic Dentistry 

Implant Restoration • Dentures 
Pediatric Dentistry & More...

Go ahead 
& smile!

6925 Liberty School Tap Rd. • 817-444-1622
www.westbaymarinatx.com

Please check out our website for park rules and RV site application

Enjoy the beauty and tranquility 
of Eagle Mountain Lake.

EAGLE MOUNTAIN LAKE,  TEXASEAGLE MOUNTAIN LAKE,  TEXAS

• Over 180 RV spaces w/water, sewer and 30/50 amp electricity

• Monthly rates starting at $580, including all utilities,
up to $75 in electricity

• Weekly rates starting at $315.00 per week

• Newly built launch ramp extended into deeper water

• New storage units with concrete floors and specially built doors 
to open enough for wakeboard boat with the towers up. 14x35’ & 
17x50’ also including annual boat launch.

• Full service fuel dock with pump-out

• Boating/RV supplies available at the Ship’s Store 7 days a week

• Swimming beach (for tenants only)

• Covered boatslips starting at $300 per month

Free
WiFi!

Big D’s BBQ 
Restaurant & Bar

Open March 1st
8 am - 10 pm

Serving Breakfast,
Lunch & Dinner

Ties and 
Tiaras

PHOTOS COURTESY OF AZLE MGP BAND BOOSTERS

Azle Marching Green Pride hosted a Daddy-Daughter dance March 
23 at Azle High School. The event brought out hundreds of well-
dressed daddy-daughter duos to eat, drink and dance the night 
away. The money raised at the event goes toward MGP’s Indoor 
Drumline and Winter Guard trip to the Winter Guard International 
competition in April in Dayton, Ohio.
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Springtown celebrates Easter with annual Hop and Shop

Three-year-old twins Layla and Penelope Espinosa collect eggs with their dad Jimmy at the city of 
Springtown’s March 23 Easter egg hunt. 

Four-year-old Will Spencer, left, and 6-year-old Mamie Spencer, right, take a picture with their cousin Chloe Stafford, 12, amid the city of 
Springtown’s Easter egg hunt last weekend.

MADELYN EDWARDS | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

Aida Ramos, 7, scoops up plastic eggs with prizes inside at 
Springtown Park during the city’s Hop and Shop event. 

Sisters Jaci and Klair Bailey assess their Easter egg hunt loot with their mom Kristi at the city of 
Springtown’s Easter event last weekend. 

Lauren Richardson, 9, visits the alpacas (provided by Wise Alpaca 
Farm) during the Hop and Shop on the Springtown Square. 

Aniah Alcorta and her little sister Bella Marquez take a picture with the Easter bunny in the Springtown Tabernacle last weekend.

Hopping in Springtown
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Azle Baseball and Softball 
Association host opening ceremony

Lifelong Porcupine
hangs up whistle
Beloved SHS volleyball head coach steps down, 
pursues teaching full time 

MADELYN EDWARDS
springtownreporter@tricountyreporter.com 

SPRINGTOWN — As a high 
school student, Leighann 
Strickland vowed that she 
would return to Springtown 
after graduation to work 
with volleyball players along-
side her coach. 

Strickland went on to 
play volleyball at Texas 
Wesleyan University. Once 
she finished school, she 
checked in with her former 
coach at Springtown High 
School to see if there were 
any open positions. Sure 
enough, a spot was available 
for her, and in August 2003, 
Strickland made good on her 
goal. 

“My dream came true, and 
I am thankful for the bless-
ing it has been to be home 
all these years,” she said. “I 
grew up here in Springtown 
and played under coach Cari 
Lowery. She helped teach 
and guide me through learn-
ing the skills to be a suc-
cessful player, instilling the 
love for the game in seventh 
grade. Throughout our suc-
cesses in high school, I had 
a deep passion for the game 
and never looked back.” 

In Strickland’s 21 years 
at SHS, she spent 17 years 
in the head coach position. 
Now, she has decided to 
retire.

Strickland isn’t leaving 
Springtown; she will stay on 
as a full-time teacher, but 
her intuition is telling her to 
step off the court and into 
the bleachers. 

“It is time for me to fo-
cus back on my family and 
be there for them more 
than I have been able to,” 
Strickland said. “Coaching 
takes you away a whole lot; 
you have something going 
on every night of the week, 
and when you leave the gym, 
it doesn’t stop. We tend to 
take it home and go back 
over the things of the day, 
what could we have done 
differently; our phone is 
still getting messages from 
kids or parents, and it just 
doesn’t stop. I’m overly ex-

cited to be a wife and a mom 
and watch my kids do their 
thing on the court without 
mom being on the sideline.”

SHS Principal Melissa 
Hutchison said it will be 
odd seeing Strickland in the 
stands instead of the volley-
ball court, but Hutchison is 
wishing her good luck mov-
ing forward. 

“Coach Strickland is an 
incredible coach, and I have 
always been in awe of the 
love she has not only for her 
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Springtown head volleyball coach Leighann Strickland gives 
direction from the sidelines during a game. When she retires 
from coaching, Strickland plans to cheer on the players from the 
bleachers. 

Opening day at 
Stinger Field

EMMA VANBECELAERE
sports@tricountyreporter.com

Azle Baseball and Softball 
Association hosted its open-
ing weekend ceremony 
Friday, March 22, with Mayor 
Alan Brundrett throwing out 
the ceremonial first pitch. 
Over the opening weekend, 
ABSA hosted 60 games in 
just two days. More than 20 
vendors were on hand, sell-
ing products like food, drinks 
and other merchandise. 

“Games started Saturday 
morning and let me say, there 
is no experience quite like 
opening day at the ballfields,” 
ABSA Vice President Daniel 
Chapman said. 

With an exciting season ap-
proaching, all teams will play 
between 10 and 12 games, 
mostly at Stinger Field in Azle 
with limited travel. Teams 
and coaches participated in 
a parade through the clover 
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4U Bubba Ball Coach Kevin 
Osmar, left, with Bowen Young. 
This year, over 500 boys and 
girls, ranging in age from 3 to 14, 
registered to play for ABSA.

Springtown’s Crain will compete at 
Augusta National Golf Tournament
EMMA VANBECELAERE
sports@tricountyreporter.com

Springtown’s Dixie Mae 
Crain won first place at the 
Drive, Chip and Putt tourna-
ment in Houston, where she 
competed for the subregional 
title at Champions Golf Club. 
Crain will compete at the DCP 
National Finals at Augusta 
National Golf Course April 7. 

The 13-year-old has played 
in a lot of tournaments. After 
winning the Houston DCP, 
Crain was feeling all the emo-
tions, coming off a great win 
to secure her spot. 

“It hasn’t set in that I am 
going to DCP National Finals; 
I have received the box that 
they sent me, (but) I don’t 
think it will fully set in until I 
am on the flight there,” Crain 

said. 
Although she’s barely into 

her teen years, Crain has 
already beaten many expec-
tations of what she is ca-
pable of. Crain will travel to 
Augusta with her father, little 
brother and two of her for-
mer coaches, coach Michelle 
and coach Dan. 

“I felt so excited, just know-
ing that I’ll be able go there 
just made me so happy,” 
Crain said, “I wasn’t really 
expecting to win it because 
there’s a lot of great people, 
so just knowing that I could 
go there was really great.” 

Crain is preparing for the 
tournament by playing at 
different golf courses and 
practicing as much as pos-
sible. She has a determination 
that could help set her apart 

from the other competitors at 
Nationals. 

“I am not really changing 
how I am going to approach 
Augusta, it’s all about if 
you get consistent,” Crain 
said, “I’ve been working on 
my swing with my driver 
throughout the past tourna-
ments that I’ve been doing.” 

Augusta National Golf 
Course is known for hav-
ing fast greens, which mean 
harder chips, tougher putts 
and bigger misses. Crain has 
been going to multiple golf 
courses around the area to 
prepare for the challenges 
she will face. 

“There’s no fast greens like 
Augusta; if I get a chance to 
play in a tournament with 
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Thirteen-year-old Dixie Mae Crain is set to travel to Augusta, Georgia, where she will compete in the 
Drive, Chip and Putt Augusta National Finals. 

Lady Hornets advance in soccer playoffs; area boys 
lifters compete at state

RICK MAUCH
Special to the Tri-County Reporter

Displaying the defense that 
has been their strongest as-
set all season, the Azle Lady 
Hornets (14-8-1) kept their 
most successful soccer sea-
son since 2018 going with a 
1-0 victory against Fort Worth 
South Hills in their Class 5A 
bidistrict match at Aledo’s 
Bearcat Stadium March 25.

Sarae Perez had the lone 
goal, unassisted. Goalkeeper 
Emma Nelson posted another 
shutout, the ninth of the sea-
son for the Lady Hornets.

Along with the nine shut-
outs, Azle has held seven 
other opponents to a single 
goal. The team is outscoring 
its opponents by an average 
of 1.8-1.3 this season and this 
was its fifth straight game to 
hold an opponent to a goal 
or less.

The Lady Hornets were 
playing the winner between 
Midlothian Heritage (14-8-2) 
and Colleyville Heritage (18-
0-2), ranked No. 5 in the state 
by the Texas Girls Coaches 
Association, at press time in 

the second round.
This was the second 1-0 

victory by the Lady Hornets 
against South Hills (17-6-2) 
this season. They also defeat-
ed the Lady Scorpions Jan. 19 
in a tournament at Chisholm 
Trail.

Azle finished third in 
District 5-5A with a 6-5-1 
league mark after a shoot-
out loss at Brewer March 19. 
The teams ended regulation 
tied at 1-1. Sophie McIntyre 
scored for Azle and Rachel 
Harder had an assist.

This is the Lady Hornets’ 
first postseason appearance 
since 2019.

SPRINGTOWN GIRLS SOCCER
The Lady Pines (15-4-1), 

runners-up in District 8-4A, 
were playing Fort Worth 
Carter-Riverside (2-10-2), 

third in 7-4A, in bidistrict 
at Fort Worth Western Hills 
High School at press time. 
This is Springtown’s fourth 
consecutive season in the 
playoffs and they were hop-
ing to advance for a second 
straight season.

Entering bidistrict, the Lady 
Pines had outscored their 
past five opponents 9-3.

AZLE/SPRINGTOWN BOYS 
POWERLIFTING

Six boys powerlifters com-
peted at their respective 
state meets for Springtown 
and Azle this past weekend. 
Three finished in the top 20 
in their weight classes.

Alan Hard of Azle had 
the highest placement, tak-
ing 12th in the Class 5A 

EMMA VANBECELAERE | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

The Azle High School boy’s golf team competed in a tournament at Sugar Tree Golf Course in Lipan. 

PLEASE SEE ROUNDUP | B2
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Multiple athletes qualified for state, 
and several school records broken

EMMA VANBECELAERE
sports@tricountyreporter.com

Azle High School’s boys 
and girls powerlifting pro-
grams had successful sea-
sons, with both qualifying 
multiple athletes to compete 
at the state championship 
meet. 

During the season, Hornet 
powerlifters broke multiple 
school records, eventually 
sending four team members 
to the state powerlifting meet 
in Abilene March 23. Four 
Lady Hornet powerlifters 
competed the previous week 
in Frisco March 16. 

The coaches for both the 
boys and girls programs have 
been in Azle for many years 
and have accomplished a lot 
during their time here.

MAINES: A GENUINE COACH
Bo Maines is boys head 

powerlifting coach at AHS. He 
coached for Springtown for 
11 years before heading east 
10 miles into Azle, where he 
has been for 10 years. 

Maines has coached many 
sports, although he has not 
coached soccer or volleyball. 
He said he became a coach so 
he could share his knowledge 
with the athletes. 

“I became a coach because 
I was a rather average ath-
lete, but intelligent about the 
game and had more to give 
years later,” Maines said, “I 
loved to compete, and love to 
be around sports and others 
that strive to be the best in all 
they do. In my later years, my 
motivation to coach has been 
more centered around trying 
to be the kind of coach that 
I would want to mentor my 
two boys.” 

With most athletes playing 
multiple sports during the 
offseason, Maines makes sure 
to help the boys who want to 
come get extra lifting time 
before or after school to help 
them get stronger. 

Maines started a record 
board in the weight room to 
help the athletes see a goal 
and hopefully the athletes 
would work hard to beat that 
record for themselves. The 
record board pushed the kids 
to get to a point where they 
knew they could do it. 

“The motivation for the 
record board has to be in-
trinsic. I’m pushing them to 
win meets and to continue to 
break their own records each 
week,” Maines said, “I hon-
estly don’t even know about 
the kids breaking records 
unless they tell me or it’s the 
end of the season and time to 
update the board.” 

For Maines, this year was 
special because he was able 
to see the kids grow and be-
come better as he saw them 
supporting each other during 
a meet or even just in after-
school practice.

Finding athletes who en-
joy being in the weight room 
and want to participate in 
powerlifting helps Maines to 
prepare for the next season. 
He has a different style than 
many coaches, taking a genu-
ine approach and coaching 
them as if they were his own 
kids.

“I feel like (I’m) a genuine 
coach, I am openly honest, 
I tell the kids often ‘don’t 
ask me a question if you are 
going to be sensitive about 
the answer,’” Maines said, 
“Athletes need to be treated 
as you would your own kids. 
I would do anything for these 
kids, and they know I genu-
inely love and care for them. 
But they also know that I am 
going to let them hear about 
it when they are not doing 
the right thing or performing 
the way they are capable of. 

Aside from that, (I’m) just be-
ing present for them as often 
as I can, and being interested 
in their lives outside of ath-
letics, with their schoolwork.” 

STREET: FUN AND SUCCESS 
ARE CONTAGIOUS

Azle girl’s powerlifting 
coach Tanner Street started 
his career as a football coach 
and powerlifting coach right 
out of college. 

“Coaches believing in me 
and having an impact on my 
life — I became a coach be-
cause of the coaches I had 
growing up,” Street said.

Every coach has a different 
way of coaching their athletes 
and Street is no different. 
He wants to show up for his 
athletes by being there and 
showing his support for them 
when they are going through 
a hard time. 

“Every athlete is different, 
but the same type of adver-
sity hits every year, sick-
ness, wanting to maintain the 
weight they need to compete 
in the correct weight class,” 
Street said, “We tell the ladies 
all the time, ‘control what 
you can control.’ There is no 
sense dwelling on the past. 
Smile, focus and keep moving 
forward.” 

Coaches and athletes alike 
go through challenges; how 
they are handled is what sets 
Street and his athletes apart 
from other teams. Having a 
record board to see which re-
cords the athletes can break 
over the season grows the 
confidence of the kids, ac-
cording to Street.

“(We’re going to) contin-
ue doing what we’re doing. 
Having fun and success are 
contagious. We had 40 girls 
lift this year, and I am hoping 

Azle High school boys and girls powerlifting 
team have a successful season

PHOTO COURTESY OF BO MAINES

The Azle Hornets powerlifting program was represented at state by (from left) coach Bo Maines, Case 
Moore, Tyler Ulrich, Alan Hard, Cash Moore and coach Chad Jones.

COURTESY PHOTO

The Azle Lady Hornets soccer team advanced to the second round of the playoffs with a 1-0 victory 
against Fort Worth South Hills, continuing their best season in several years.

for more of the same for next 
year,” Street said. 

Looking at next year, the 
team will only lose two senior 
girls to graduation, which 
helps grow the team even 
more.

“(We’re) going to evaluate 
our program and what we can 
tweak and improve on to be 
even better next year,” Street 
said. 

For Street and the AHS girls 
powerlifting team, having a 

successful season, continu-
ing to grow the program and 
putting in the hard work and 
dedication are the goals for 
the upcoming year.

program but for her athletes,” 
Hutchison said. “She truly 
loves them like her own! My 
absolute favorite moments 
with coach Strickland, in 
addition to all of the fun ad-
ventures on the court, have 
been at college signing days 
in which she has shared first-
hand her love and support for 
her athletes as they continue 
their athletic adventures after 
graduation. I have never seen 
a coach speak more heartfelt 
words, and I can tell you this: 
anyone who has been lucky 
enough to be part of her in-
credible coaching journey is a 
better person (and Porcupine) 
because of it.”

Strickland’s coaching skills 
didn’t exactly arrive over-
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night. In her first season as 
the varsity assistant coach, 
Strickland recalled being 
overwhelmed and surprised 
by what her new job entailed. 

“That’s one of the things 
no one tells you about this 
job. There is so much more to 
coaching than just coaching,” 
she said. “Thankfully I had 
some amazing fellow coach-
es, teachers, and friends, that 
helped teach me the ins and 
outs and how to figure it out.” 

One of the skills Strickland 
has brought to the job is in-
dividualized coaching. Her 
leadership is based on each 
player’s skills and instincts, 
and she has tried to create 
an environment where every 
athlete can excel. 

“I really push confidence, 
resilience and adaptability in 
the face of adversity, push-
ing each player to be success-
ful,” Strickland said. “I have 
always aimed to inspire and 

motivate my team, and each 
player to achieve their full 
potential and work together 
towards shared goals.”

Like many educators, 
Strickland talked about 
working with the students 
on the volleyball team as the 
highlights of her career. She 
said she has “thoroughly en-
joyed” all the team’s athletes 
throughout the years, and 
building those relationships 
is the main reason for her 
longevity in coaching. 

“I pray that each player 
has taken something posi-
tive from their experience 
with me,” Strickland said. 
“Anything from simply re-
membering to make good 
choices to learning to contin-
ue to push through in a dif-
ficult situation knowing that 
something positive is bound 
to come from it.”

Strickland has seen her 
students thrive in a variety of 

ways post-graduation, such 
as by playing college volley-
ball or becoming successful 
in other areas. She especially 
enjoys when former players 
go on to coach alongside her 
or lead teams of their own. 
Strickland said the past year 
has been even more momen-
tous because she had the op-
portunity to coach her oldest 
daughter on the team. 

“Every year has its special 
moments, way too many to 
be able to share,” Strickland 
said.

Springtown Athletic 
Director Brian Hulett char-
acterized Strickland’s long 
coaching career as “an ex-
tended period of success” for 
the volleyball program and 
said she “set a high standard 
to follow.”

“Although we support her 
in what’s next, we sure didn’t 
want to see her go!” Hulett 
said. “She has been such a 

great role model for our girls, 
on and off the court, and 
has taught them as a coach, 
teacher, mother and leader. 
We are very appreciative of 
her time here and are truly 
better because of it.”

Strickland, taking an hum-
ble approach, couldn’t name 
anything she had done as a 
great achievement. Instead, 
she put all the praise on her 
players. 

“The young ladies that 
are in this program achieve 
all of the accomplishments 
because they have worked 
hard, put in the countless 
hours, and done all of the 
extra things to be good,” 
Strickland said. “Springtown 
High School volleyball is 
successful because of these 
players, and I am proud that 
I have been able to stand on 
the sidelines along the way 
watching them succeed.”

Strickland always planned 

to retire in Springtown. She 
recalled telling that to a 
school board member around 
the time of her first season 
coaching at SHS and saying, 
“how awesome that would 
be to be a Porcupine for 
that long.” Again, Strickland 
reached her goal. 

While she doesn’t exactly 
have advice for the next head 
volleyball coach, Strickland 
indicated that leading SHS’ 
volleyball program is a good 
job to have. 

“I would certainly tell them 
how our parents, students, 
fans and community are top 
notch,” she said. “We support 
each other; our parents go 
out of their way to make sure 
we, as a program, have ev-
erything we need. These ath-
letes are ready for the next 
level and for our new coach 
to bring them there. I can’t 
wait to cheer them all on next 
season!” 

132-pound division. He lifted 
1,125 total pounds (squat, 
bench press, deadlift).

For Springtown, Parker 
Bening placed 15th in Class 
4A in the 132-pound division, 
lifting 1,000 pounds. Azle’s 
Case Moore placed 16th in 
the Class 5A 220 division, lift-
ing 1,510 pounds.

Also for Azle, Tyler Ulrich 
was 33rd in the 181 division, 
lifting 1,415, and Cash Moore 
was 40th with 1,390.

For Springtown, Hayden 
Nichols qualified in the 220 
division but did not place. 

AZLE BASEBALL
The Hornets (12-5, 2-2 in 

District 5-5A) played a couple 
of pitchers’ duels against 
Saginaw, falling 1-0 in 9 in-
nings on the road on March 
19 and winning 2-1 in eight 
innings at home March 22.

In the loss, Christian 
Shepherd pitched six score-
less innings of 1-hit ball, 
striking out 9. Garrin Graves 
got the hard-luck loss, going 
2.2 innings.

Offensively, Graves had a 
pair of hits and Ty Bonnett 
doubled.

In the win, Cole Webb was 
lights out on the mound, go-
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ing seven innings and giving 
up a single unearned run. 
Sam Lindahl picked up the 
win in an inning of relief.

The Hornets won on Ryland 
Liptow’s walk-off double. 
Ethan Hadaway had two 
doubles and Jacob McGee had 
a double.

Azle was hosting Northwest 
at press time. They are at 
Northwest March 28, 6:30 
p.m.; at Stephenville April 5, 
6:30 p.m.; and at Glen Rose 
April 6 at 1:30 p.m. The latter 
two are nondistrict games.

SPRINGTOWN BASEBALL
The Porcupines (11-4, 2-0 

in District 8-4A) ran their win-
ning streak to eight games 
with a pair of 1-hit victories 
over Lake Worth, 15-1 on the 
road March 19 and 11-1 at 
home March 22.

Caleb Elmore pitched six 
innings in the first win with 
no earned runs, 11 strike-
outs and three walks. Nate 
McDaniel pitched the final 
inning with a strikeout and 
walk.

In the second victory, 
Brayden Fox pitched a com-
plete-game 5-inning con-
test with no earned runs, 11 
strikeouts and four walks.

Springtown broke open a 
3-1 game with six runs in the 
sixth and seventh innings in 
the win at Lake Worth. Fox hit 

a pair of home runs for the 
Porcupines, driving in four 
runs. Other leading hitters 
were Trent Solis, three hits, 
double; Ryan Kirk, two hits, 
walk, RBI; Drake Doggett, two 
hits, double, RBI, stolen base; 
and Layton Murrell, double, 
two RBIs.

Winning at home, Cox had 
two of Springtown’s five hits, 
along with a walk, two RBIs 
and a pair of stolen bases. 
Kirk reached base in a trio of 
ways, with a base hit, walk 
and hit by pitch. He also 
drove in two runs and stole 
three bases.

The Porcupines were 
playing at Krum at press 
time. Upcoming games are 
March 28 at Krum, April 2 at 
Castleberry, April 5 hosting 
Castleberry, all at 7:30 p.m.

AZLE SOFTBALL
The Lady Hornets (14-9-

1, 4-1 in District 5-5A) won 
12-2 at home against Saginaw 
March 19 and fell 10-0 in a 
no-hitter at Aledo March 22.

Against Saginaw, Corynne 
Barone pitched four in-
nings of 3-hit ball with two 
earned runs, four strikeouts 
and three walks for the win. 
Morgan Terrell pitched the fi-
nal inning with a strikeout.

Barone was one of a trio 
with three hits. She had a 
double and drove in three 

runs. Bella Tipton had three 
hits with a home run and four 
RBIs, and Torrie Johnson’s 
three hits included a double 
and RBI. Ema Lehr had two 
hits with an RBI.

Azle was hosting Brewer 
at press time. They host 
Granbury April 2 and travel 
to Wichita Falls Rider April 5, 
both games at 6:30 p.m.

SPRINGTOWN SOFTBALL
The Lady Pines (9-9-1, 1-1 

in District 8-4A) fell 10-0 
at Decatur March 19 and 
bounced back to win 18-1 at 
Castleberry March 22. Only 
four of Decatur’s runs were 
earned as Springtown com-
mitted a half dozen errors. 

Kelsey Brandt had a double 
against Decatur.

Against Castleberry, Haylee 
Sanborn pitched a 4-hitter 
over five innings, giving up 
an earned run with 12 strike-
outs and a pair of walks. She 
also had two hits, including a 
double, and an RBI.

Also for the Lady Pines, 
Ryleigh Morris had a 4-hit 
night with a double, home 
run, four RBIs and two stolen 
bases. Brandt had three hits, 
a double and two RBIs; Kylee 
Spray, two hits, RBI; Addyson 
Fyffe and Addyson Norris 
each had a double and RBI, 
with Fyffe stealing a base; 
and Cheyenne Atchley hit a 

home run with a walk and 
RBI.

Springtown was host-
ing Lake Worth at press 
time. They travel to Krum 
March 28, then have back-
to-back home games against 
Bridgeport and Decatur April 
2 and 5, all at 7 p.m.

SPRINGTOWN TRACK POJO 
RELAYS MARCH 23
Springtown results
Running distances in meters, 
field events in feet and inches

Girls varsity
Team score: 68, third place 

(Krum 152.5, Weatherford 
94)

Top individual finishes
• 4x100 relay: 3rd. 50.63
• 4x200 relay: 2nd. 1:46.81
• 4x400 relay: 3rd. 4:14.21
• Long jump: 3. Mackenzie 
Flaugher, 16-6.5
• Triple jump: 1. Flaugher, 
37-10.5

Boys varsity
Team score: 117, second 

place (Brock 165)
Top individual finishes

• 200: 1. Brayden Fox, 22.49
• 1600: 2. Wesley Payne, 
4:45.72
• 4x100 relay: 2nd. 42.38
• 4x200 relay: 1st. 1:28.94
• 4x400 relay: 1st. 3:29.18
• Pole vault: 2. Devan Hair, 
12-0
• Long jump: 2. Riley Jack-
son, 20-10.25

• Triple jump: 2. Daishune 
Elam, 42-1.5
• Discus: 3. Kelby Castro, 
138-11
• 300 hurdles: 2. Kamryn 
Cleveland, 40.69

Next up, Springtown will 
host the 8-4A Meet on April 
3-4

AZLE BOYS GOLF
The Hornets Green and 

White teams competed in the 
District 5-5A Preview at Sugar 
Tree Golf Course in Dennis 
March 20. The Green team 
shot 399 and finished eighth 
and the White team shot 411 
to place 11th.

Ethan Bartlett posted an 84 
for the Green to lead all Azle 
golfers and Tyler Diffie was 
next with a 96. Azle White 
was led by Jacob Williams 
and Lucas Maschmeier, each 
shooting a 96.

The Hornets were play-
ing in the Burleson Elks 
Invitational at Southern Oaks 
Golf Course in Burleson 
at press time. They will 
then compete in the 5-5A 
Tournament April 1-2, back 
at Sugar Tree.

The Lady Hornets were 
playing in the girls district 
preview at Sugar Tree at 
press time. Their district 
tournament, at the same site, 
is April 4-5.
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PreK - 4th

BREAKFAST: Everyday -  Assorted Fruits and Cereal, Juice, White or Chocolate Milk, Graham Crackers, Toast

Mon  No school Tues Breakfast Pizza & Orange Craisins Weds Sausage w/ Cheese on a Bun & Apples
Thurs Waffles & Bananas Fri Cheerios & Strawberry Craisins

GRADES 5TH - 8TH      

Mon  NO SCHOOL Tues Buffalo Chicken Sandwich, Maxstixs, Turkey & Cheese Sandwich
Weds Chef Salad Hot Ham & Cheese Sandwich, Corn Dog Thurs BBQ Chicken Sandwich, Chicken Pizza Quesadilla,

Breaded Chicken Sandwich Fri Pizza, Fish Sticks, Spicy Chicken Sandwich, Breaded Chicken Sandwich

LUNCH: Everyday: Variety of milk. Your choice of 1 entree & 1 fruit or juice, rolls, crackers • Salad bar offered daily 

BREAKFAST: Everyday -  Assorted Fruits and Cereal, Juice, White or Chocolate Milk, Yogurt w/Granola

Mon  NO SCHOOL Tues Egg & Cheese on a Bun Weds Glazed Donut
Thurs Breakfast Pizza Fri Egg & Cheese Taco

BREAKFAST: Everyday -  Assorted Fruits and Cereal, Juice, White or Chocolate Milk, Yogurt w/Granola

LUNCH: • Everyday: 1% unflavored or non fat chocolate milk & juice • Salad Bar
Mon  NO SCHOOL Tues Hamburger, Spicy Chicken Sandwich, Tater Tot Casserole, Cheese Pizza, Ham Wrap, Hamburger Pizza, 

Pepperoni Pizza, Cheesy Nachos  Weds  Breaded Chicken Sandwich, Cheeseburger, Grilled Ham & Cheese w/ Tomato Soup, Pizza: 
Cheese, Pepperoni, or Veggie, Chicken Crispito Thurs Hamburger, Spicy Chicken Sandwich, Meatball Sub, Pizza: Cheese, Pepperoni, 

Sausage, Garden Salad w/ Breadsticks, Beef & Cheese Nachos Fri Breaded Chicken Sandwich, Cheeseburger, Chicken Nuggets 
Pizza: Cheese, Pepperoni, Supreme, Crunchy Tacos

SPONSORED BY

Azle School Menu April 1-5, 2024

HIGH SCHOOL

BREAKFAST:
PreK-4th Grade, 7-12th Grade $1.55
5-6th Grade FREE 2nd Meal $2.00
Visitors/Employees $2.75

LUNCH:
PreK-4th Grade $2.55 5-6th Grade $2.75
7-12th Grade $2.55 2nd Meal $3.20
Visitors & Employees $3.75

Mon NO SCHOOL, Tues Chicken Alfredo, Turkey & Cheese Sandwich, Weds Chef Salad, Grilled Cheese Sandwich, Thurs Breaded 
Chicken Sandwich, Chicken Pizza Quesadilla, Fri Pizza, Fish Sticks

LUNCH: Everyday - Variety of milk. Your choice of 1 entree & 1 fruit or juice

Mon  NO SCHOOL, Tues Egg & Cheese on a Bun Weds Glazed Donut
Thurs Breakfast Pizza Fri Egg & Cheese Taco

AZLE DENTAL CARE
Proudly Helping Azle Smile for over 26 Years!

Dr. Brooke Porter & Associates
817-444-1763 • SmileGreat.com

   

This menu is sponsored by ... 

Springtown School Menu
BREAKFAST PRICES

EC-12th Grade�����������������������������������������������������������������
$1�75

EC-12th Reduced��������������������������������������������������������
$0�30

Adult������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
$2�25

LUNCH PRICES
PK-4th Grade���������������������������������������������������������������������

$3�00 
5th-8th Grade��������������������������������������������������������������������

$3�25
High School��������������������������������������������������������������������������

$3�00
Reduced������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

$0�40
Adult������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

$4�25
Students may prepay for their meals.

Mon No School, Tues Corn Dog or Spaghetti, Roll, Green Beans, Fresh Veggies, Applesauce or Or-
ange, Weds Cheeseburger or Hamburger French Fries, Fresh Veggies, (Cucumber & Tomato, Celery, 
Carrots), Apple or Sliced Peaches, Thurs Beef or Chicken Tacos, Refried Beans, Corn, Apple Slices 
or Watermelon Craisins, Fri, Cheese Pizza, Chicken Nuggets, or Baked Potato W/Pulled Pork, Roll, 

Mixed Vegetables, Fresh Veggies, Blueberries or Banana

K - 4th Lunch Lunch: Everyday - Choice of one meat, two vegetables, and one grain/bread with milk., 
Variety of milk is offered every day for breakfast and lunch.

PK - 12th Breakfast BREAKFAST: Everyday - Various Juices & Cereals, Toast, Milk Variety, Fruit, Jelly, Assort-
ment, Buttermilk Biscuit, Variety of milk is offered every day for breakfast and lunch. 

Mon No School, Tues Breakfast Stick, Blueberries, Weds Bacon Scramble Pizza, Apple, Thurs , Cin-
namon Roll, Strawberry Applesauce, Fri Strawberry or Vanilla Yogurt, Banana, Juice

Mon No School, Tues Chicken Fried Rice w/ Eggroll or Crispy Chicken Sandwich, Glazed Carrots, 
Fresh Veggies Applesauce, Strawberry Applesauce,  Weds Chicken & Waffles (Reg. or Spicy), Tator 
Tots, Fresh Veggies Blueberries, Orange, Thurs Beef or Chicken Tacos or Nachos, Refried Beans, 

Corn, Apple Slices, Sliced Peaches,  Fri, Cheese Pizza, Corn Dog or Baked Potato Basket w/ Pulled 
Pork, Mixed Vegetables, Fresh Veggies Banana, Sliced Pears

5th - 12th Lunch Lunch: Everyday - Choice of one meat, two vegetables, and one grain/bread with milk., 
Variety of milk is offered every day for breakfast and lunch.

AZLE DENTAL CARE
Proudly Helping Azle Smile for over 26 Years!

Dr. Brooke Porter & Associates
817-444-1763 • SmileGreat.com

April 1-5, 2024
PK through 12th Grade

*Menus are subject to change.

and onto field four. Multiple 
players and their family 
members attended the event 
to show their support. 

This year, over 500 boys 
and girls, ranging in age from 
3 to 14, registered to play. 
ABSA has 34 baseball and 10 
softball teams. 

The ABSA is making certain 
changes to ensure that play-
ers and families have a great 
experience at the ball field 
this season. 

OPENING
FROM PAGE B1

“This season we made a 
change in umpire crews to 
bring in more experienced 
officials. This decision was 
made as a direct result of the 
feedback we have received in 
past seasons,” Chapman said. 

In the future, ABSA plans 
to make changes that include 
upgrading the field lights to 
LED and adding light to fields 
six, seven and eight. 

“I am really eager to see 
what this season brings with 
the changes we have made 
within the league — every-
thing from new menu items 
at concessions to improve-
ments that have been made 

to the fields,” Chapman said. 
“The most exciting things, as 
always, are the memories and 
friendships that our players 
will develop throughout the 
year.” 

Because of the changes 
that ABSA has set up for the 
future, a local company gra-
ciously donated the labor to 
get the work done as well as 
the necessary equipment. 

ABSA is currently looking 
for ways to raise the funds to 
purchase materials to help 
upgrade the fields at Stinger 
Field. 

Trumpet player Addison Horner played the national anthem for the opening day ceremonies. Coach 
Daniel Chapman and the 14U Baseball team stands in the back.

Coach Parker Pittman with the 4U Bubba Ball team.

Coach Corey Delagrange and the 4U Bubba Ball team. Coach Jonathan Schwartz and the 14U Softball Team

Coach Heather Singleton and the 6U Softball team.

Coach Brad Estes with Assistant Coach Amy Estes and the 6U Softball team.

KIM WARE | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

Left to right, Easton Early and Brody Dutcher.
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Sudoku
MARCH 28, 2024

Solution to last 
week’s puzzle
MARCH 21, 2024

ZED by Duane Abel www.corkycomics.com

MARCH
•	CLAY SHOOT: Azle Area Chamber of Commerce will host its annual clay 
shoot 11:30 a.m.-6 p.m. Friday, March 29 at Fossil Pointe Sporting Grounds, 7282 
Farm-to-Market Road 51 in Decatur.

•	EASTER EGG HUNT: March 31 at First Baptist Lakeside, 8801 Jacksboro High-
way. Hunts will be staggered and broken down by age group in the preschool and 
children’s areas at the church. Arrive 15 minutes early. Only one hunt per child. 
Preschool area: 9:15 a.m. — PreK-K; 9:45 a.m. —age 2-3; 10:15 a.m. —babies and 
toddlers; Children’s area: 9:15 a.m. — fifth-sixth grade; 9:45 a.m. — third-fourth 
grade; 10:15 a.m. — first-second grade.

APRIL
•	BLOOD DRIVE: Azle Area Ministerial Alliance will partner with Carter Blood-
Care to host a blood drive from 3:30-6:30 p.m. Monday, April 1 at First Method-
ist Church of Azle, 200 Church St. Sign up at the following link: https://ww3.
greatpartners.org/donor/schedules/drive_schedule/145185.

•	GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP: Lighthouse Harbor Church, 1960 Long Circle, 
Azle, will host a Grief Support Group from 4:30-5:30 p.m. Mondays from April 
1 through May 6. There is no cost to attend but registration is required. Contact 
Kaitlin Tollison for more information at kaitlin.tollison@psalm46counseling.com.

•	TEEN MOVIE AFTERNOONS: 2 p.m. Saturday, April 6, at Springtown Public 
Library, 626 N. Main St. The library hosts Teen Movie Afternoons the first Friday 
of the month. Movies will be rated up to PG-13. Call 817-523-5862 to find out the 
monthly movie. Snacks will be provided, so bring a drink!

•	MAIN STREET BOOK CLUB: 6 p.m. the third Tuesday of the month at Azle 
Memorial Library. The book club will meet April 23 to discuss “Where the Forest 
Meets the Stars” by Glendy Vanderah. Refreshments will be provided.

•	MINI ROOMS CRAFT: 6 p.m. Thursday, April 25 at Azle Memorial Library, 
333 W. Main St. Teens 12-18 are invited to build miniature rooms, complete with 
furniture, at this fun craft event. All supplies and instructions will be provided. 
Reservations are required. Call 817-752-2682 to save a spot!

•	GARDENING FOR BUTTERFLIES: 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, April 30 at Azle Me-
morial Library. Learn how to create your own butterfly garden with tips from a 
Tarrant County Master Gardener at this free event. Brought to you by Tarrant 
Regional Water District and the City of Azle.

•	AZLE CHAMBER EVENTS: The Azle Area Chamber of Commerce’s April lun-
cheon will begin at 11:30 a.m. April 2 at 404 Main Place in Azle. Business After 
Hours is slated for 4:30-6:30 p.m. April 25 at NBT Financial, 405 Commerce St., 
Azle.

•	SPRINGTOWN CHAMBER EVENTS: Springtown Area Chamber of Commerce 
Events: SACoC will host its annual Clay Shoot at 11 a.m. Friday, April 12 at Fossil 
Pointe Sporting Grounds. The April chamber luncheon will be 11:30 a.m. to 1 
p.m. April 25 at the Springtown Senior Center, 1070 N. Main St., Springtown.

MAY
•	SPRING BOOK SALE: 10 a.m. Saturday, May 4 at the Springtown Courthouse 
Annex, 101 E. 2nd St. The Springtown Public Library is hosting its Spring Book 
Sale, including a $5 fill-a-bag sale. All proceeds benefit children’s programs at 
the library.

•	SHINE LIKE STARS BANQUET: 6 p.m. Thursday, May 16 at The Church at 
Azle. The banquet benefits the Adult & Teen Challenge of Texas Azle Men’s Cam-
pus. The evening includes dinner, silent auction and program. Tickets and spon-
sorship opportunities are available. Call 817-406-4441 for more information.

•	MAIN STREET BOOK CLUB: 6 p.m. the third Tuesday of the month at Azle 
Memorial Library. The book club will meet May 21 to discuss “Hello Beautiful” by 
Ann Napolitano. Refreshments will be provided.

•	NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER: Azle Area Ministerial Alliance will host a free 
event from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. May 2 at The Orchard Event Venue and Retreat, 
1421 Northeast Parkway, Azle. Hilltop Family Church, 1227 Old Cottondale Road, 
Springtown, will host a breakfast for National Day of Prayer at 7 a.m.

HOMETOWN

Happenings

fast greens, I’ll usually work 
on my putting a lot more,” 
Crain said. 

Having setbacks is a part of 
golf, but the way one handles 
it is what will set them apart. 
Crain has been participating 
in the DCP for seven years 
but has not made it past sub-
regional until this year. 

“I get in my head and think 
‘there’s great people here, 
how am I going to beat them?’ 
But it’s all about you and 
knowing your limit,” Crain 
said “I get nervous, but I have 

CRAIN
FROM PAGE B1

learned not to let the little 
things get to me and know 
what I am capable of.” 

Crain’s excitement for go-
ing to the Augusta National 
Finals is something she was 
not ready for. The Augusta 
golf course has hosted many 
Masters tournaments featur-
ing many legendary golfers. 

“Just being at Augusta, 
and getting to drive down 
Magnolia Lane, and being 
able to walk the course on 
the Monday before the tour-
nament (is exciting),” Crain 
said “The course has hosted 
some of the greats, like Tiger 
Woods and Jack Nicklaus, so 
just being able to be there 

where they have been is 
exciting.” 

Crain’s only goal is to do 
well at the Augusta tourna-
ment, while also taking in the 
experience of being able to 
compete at such a prestigious 
course. 

“After Augusta my goal 
is to play in the Augusta 
National Women’s Amateur 
Tournament and to play with 
great women golfers,” Crain 
said. 

Crain has the support of 
her family, coaches and com-
munity as she sets her mind 
on doing well at the Augusta 
National Finals. 

COURTESY OF NTPGA MEDIA TEAM

Crain shows off her ticket to the regional qualifier, as well as medals that she earned during 2023’s USGA 
Drive, Chip and Putt.

COURTESY OF NTPGA MEDIA TEAM

Thirteen-year-old Dixie Mae Crain is set to travel to Augusta, Georgia, where she will compete in the 
Drive, Chip and Putt Augusta National Finals. 



THURSDAY, March 28, 2024 tricountyreporter.com Tri-County Reporter A17

Rodney Gatlin, D.C.
400 Boyd Court

817-
444-HELP (4357)

AZLE

Celebrating over 35 years in business

www.azlechiropractic.com

Joe Rider
Propane, Inc.

PROPANE
TANKS

817-237-3325

“Serving Azle & The 
Community Since 1986“

113 SPEER ST
817-444-4920

Thank you for your support!

CLEANERS

HILLTOP FAMILY CHURCH

“Caring about what Jesus
cares about... You!”

1227 Old Cottondale • 817-220-7177
140 W. MAIN ST.

817-444-4613

Compliments of

Rural Gas Supply
P R O P A N E

“In business since 1946”

APOSTOLIC
CORNERSTONE APOSTOLIC 
CHURCH
1801 FM 730 N., Azle
817-400-0612

HARVEST TIME APOSTOLIC
1 Block N. FM 2048 in Keeter
817-433-8220

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
FIRST ASSEMBLY OF GOD
1020 S.E. Pkwy, Azle
817-237-4903

FELLOWSHIP OF LAKE WORTH
4024 Dakota Trail, Lake Worth
817-237-9433

NEW BEGINNINGS CHURCH
810 Goshen Rd, Springtown
817-523-4462 

LEGACY CHURCH
Hwy. 199 W. at FM 2257, Azle 
817-221-2983 / 817-221-5760

VICTORY CHRISTIAN CENTER
737 Boyd Rd., Azle
817-444-LOVE

BAPTIST
ASH CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
300 South Stewart, Azle
817-444-3219

AGNES INDEPENDENT BAPTIST
350 Agnes N., Springtown 
817-523-7271

BETHEL MISSIONARY BAPTIST 
408 S. Ash St., Springtown
817-220-4238

AZLE AVENUE BAPTIST
2901 Azle Ave., Fort Worth
817- 626-5556

BY THE WORD BAPTIST
West of FM 730 N. at sign, Briar
817- 444-3484

CALVARY HEIGHTS BAPTIST
1 block off Hwy. 199,
east of David’s Patio,
Springtown, 817-221-2241

CENTRAL BAPTIST
4290 Old Agnes Road
817-594-5918

CHURCH ON THE HILL
836 NW Parkway, Azle
817-444-3752

CHRISTWAY BAPTIST
7673 West Hwy. 199, Agnes
817-220-9133 or 817-220-3581

CLEAR FORK BAPTIST
Corner of FM 730 & Ragle Rd., 
Weatherford, 817-594-1154

EAGLE MOUNTAIN BAPTIST
8780 Eagle Mtn. Circle, Azle
817-237-4135

FIRST BAPTIST
CHURCH OF AZLE
1017 Boyd Road
817-444-4828

FIRST BAPTIST CASTLE HILLS
401 Beverly Rd., Azle
817-797-4706

FIRST BAPTIST LAKE WORTH
700 Charbonneau Tr.,
west side of Effie Morris Elementary
817-237-2624

FIRST BAPTIST LAKESIDE
8801 Jacksboro Hwy., Lakeside
817-237-8113

FIRST BAPTIST COTTONDALE
1 block N. of FM 2123, Cottondale
940-433-5539

FIRST BAPTIST POOLVILLE
1 block W. of FM 920, Poolville
817-594-3916

FIRST BAPTIST SPRINGTOWN
5th & Main Street, Springtown
817-220-5229

FRIENDSHIP BAPTIST
801 Friendship Rd., 9½ miles S. of 
Springtown off Hwy. 51 S.
817-594-5940 or 817-599-4917

FUNDAMENTAL BAPTIST
5th & Main in Springtown
817-523-5477

GRACE BAPTIST
3 miles N. of Springtown on Hwy. 
51 across from Radio Tower

GRACE POINTE CHURCH
4110 E. Hwy. 199, Springtown
817-221-5683

HERITAGE BAPTIST CHURCH
3577 FM 51 N., Weatherford
817-564-3946

IGLESIA BAUTISTA
Nueva Jerusalen
6640 Midway Rd., Springtown
817-694-0444 

INDIAN OAKS PRIMITIVE
BAPTIST CHURCH
3229 Shawnee Trail, Lake Worth
817-237-8441

LAKE WORTH BAPTIST
4445 Hodgkins, Lake Worth
817-237-4163

METROPOLITAN BAPTIST
6051 Azle Ave., Fort Worth
817-237-2201

NEW HOPE BAPTIST
782 New Hope Rd., Reno area
817-221-2184

NORTHWEST BAPTIST
5500 Boat Club Rd., Lake Worth
817-237-6063 or 817-270-8476

SANDY BEACH ROAD
BAPTIST CHURCH
1006 Sandy Beach Rd.,
Azle, TX 76020 • 817-565-8904
Pastor Don Webster
Sunday Service 11 am

SILVER CREEK BAPTIST
730 S. & Veal Station Rd., Azle
817-444-2325

NEW BEGINNINGS
BAPTIST CHURCH
3605 Jacksboro Hwy., Azle
817-707-2741

PRIMERA IGLESIA BAUTISTA
300 S. Stewart, Azle
817-500-3641

SPRINGTOWN
BAPTIST TEMPLE
201 J. E. Woody Rd., Springtown
817-523-0376

UNION BAPTIST CHURCH
3451 Sarra Lane, Springtown
682-333-1645

WALNUT CREEK BAPTIST
220 W. Reno Rd. in Reno
817-221-2110

BIBLE
COMMUNITY BIBLE
FELLOWSHIP
1405 Reynolds Rd., Reno
817-521-4510

NORTHWEST BIBLE CHURCH
5025 Jacksboro Hwy., Fort Worth
817-624-2111

SOLID ROCK BIBLE CHURCH
591 S. Reno Rd., Springtown
817-304-7443

CATHOLIC
HOLY TRINITY CATHOLIC
800 High Crest Dr., Azle
817-444-3063

CHRISTIAN
THE CHURCH AT AZLE
1801 S. Stewart, Azle
817-444-9973

AZLE CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
35 West Forty Estates., Azle
817-688-3339

GREATER VISION FELLOWSHIP
1801 S. Stewart St., Azle
817-825-0485

THE ABBEY CHURCH
10400 Jacksboro Hwy., Azle
817-238-1404

CROSSING FELLOWSHIP
120 E. Main St., Azle
817-406-4577

CHURCH OF CHRIST
AZLE CHURCH of CHRIST
336 NW Parkway
817-444-3268

BRIAR CHURCH of CHRIST
109 W.N. Woody Rd.
(½ block west of FM 730 N. in Briar)
817-444-7102

MIDWAY CHURCH of CHRIST
6400 Midway Rd.
817-221-2107 

NEWSOME MOUND ROAD
CHURCH of CHRIST
1460 Newsome Mound Rd.
817-677-3290

NORTHWEST
CHURCH of CHRIST
6059 Azle Ave., Fort Worth
817-237-1205

POOLVILLE CHURCH of CHRIST
West of FM 920 in Poolville
817-594-4182

SOUTHSIDE
CHURCH of CHRIST
130 W. Bradshaw Lane, Springtown
817-221-2799

SPRINGTOWN
CHURCH of CHRIST
Just west of Hwy. 51 North
817-523-4419

TRI-COUNTY
CHURCH of CHRIST
525 Hwy. 199 W., Springtown
817-980-8156

CHURCH OF GOD
ABUNDANT LIFE
CHURCH of GOD
4800 East Hwy. 199, Suite 7
Springtown, 817-677-3208

LAKESIDE CHURCH OF GOD
THE WORD@LAKESIDE
9396 Confederate Park Rd.
(FM 1886)
817-237-5500

DISCIPLES OF CHRIST
AZLE CHRISTIAN
117 Church St., Azle
817-444-3527

CENTRAL CHRISTIAN
1602 S. Main St., Weatherford
817-594-3043

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
4th & Main, Paradise

EPISCOPAL
ST. ANNE’S
ANGLICAN EPISCOPAL
6055 Azle Ave., Fort Worth
817-237-1888

PROVIDENCE REFORMED 
EPISCOPAL
405 Bowie Dr., Weatherford 
817-596-7476

ST. ELISABETH EPISCOPAL 
5910 Black Oak Lane, River Oaks
817-739-0504

GOSPEL
CENTRAL FULL GOSPEL 
FELLOWSHIP
3009 Delaware Tr., Lake Worth
817-237-7919

JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES
KINGDOM HALL OF 
JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES
212 Pearson Lane, Azle
817-221-2242

LUTHERAN
THE EDGE CHURCH - AZLE
1313 SE Parkway, Azle
817-237-4822

HOPE LUTHERAN (ELCA)
4795 Hwy. 199, Reno
817-221-HOPE

METHODIST
BOYD UNITED METHODIST
FM 730 North in Boyd
940-433-5334

FIRST METHODIST
CHURCH OF AZLE
200 Church St., Azle
817-444-3323

LIGHTHOUSE FELLOWSHIP
7200 Robertson Rd., Fort Worth
817-237-2758

SILVER CREEK 
METHODIST CHURCH
2200 Church Rd., Azle
817-444-1382

FIRST UNITED METHODIST
Hwy. 51 N & 3rd Street, Springtown
817-523-7874

POOLVILLE UNITED METHODIST
1 block W. of FM 920
(behind Poolville Post Office)
817-599-3601
THE CHURCH OF JESUS
CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS
(THE MORMONS)

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS
1010 Timberoaks, Azle
817-237-5075

PENTECOSTAL
GRACE CHAPEL UNITED 
PENTECOSTAL CHURCH
3508 Shawnee Trail, Lake Worth
817- 237-4844

PRESBYTERIAN
GRACE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
606 Mockingbird Lane, Weatherford
817-594-2744

ORTHODOX PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH OF FORT WORTH
Meeting at Northwest YMCA 
5315 Boat Club Road, Fort Worth
817-989-9800

ORTHODOX
ARCHANGEL GABRIEL
ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN CHURCH
1157 S. E.  Parkway (Jacksboro 
Highway), Azle
817-752-8255

OTHER
ALIENTO DE DIOS
2233 E. Hwy 199, Springtown
817-521-4694 

THE CHURCH IN PEASTER
www.thechurchinpeaster.org
817-596-8805

CORNERSTONE
COMMUNITY CHURCH
2233 Hwy 199 East, Springtown
817-221-LIFE (5433)

FAMILY CHURCH
9 miles S. of Springtown on Hwy. 51
817-599-7655

GRACE FELLOWSHIP CHURCH
2964 W. Hwy 114, Paradise
940-969-2427

HILLTOP FAMILY CHURCH
1227 Old Cottondale Road,
Springtown, 817-220-7177

THE FELLOWSHIP
AT PLEASANT GROVE
1064 CR4679, Boyd
940-999-8210

THE HOUSE OF PRAYER
1356 Reno Rd., Springtown
817-221-2551

POWERHOUSE
OF PRAISE CHURCH
1649 S.E. Parkway, Azle
817-319-7364

BRANDED CROSS
COWBOY CHURCH
3282 FM 2048, Boyd 76023
817-755-7021

SECRET PLACE MINISTRIES
112 Optimist Rd., Springtown
682-229-1433

GOSPEL GATHERING FELLOWSHIP
7315 Silver Creek Rd
at Flatrock Rd, Azle
832-289-8720

LIGHTHOUSE CHURCH
6409 FM 730 S., Azle
817-444-4311

LIGHTHOUSE HARBOR CHURCH
1960 Long Circle, Pelican Bay
817-444-3547

THE LIVING WORD COUNTRY 
CHURCH OF TEXAS
1240 E. HWY 199, SPRINGTOWN
817-913-2717

NEW LIGHTED WAY
624 Harbor Dr. Circle, Azle
817-444-1577

NORTHWEST TEMPLE OF PRAISE
6781 Jacksboro Hwy., Lake Worth

PRECIOUS FAITH
TEMPLE CHURCH
8601 Hwy. 199 @ Vance Godbey’s

THE HOUSE OF PRAYER
1356 Reno Rd., Springtown
817-221-2551

THE RANCH CHRISTIAN 

COWBOY CHURCH
7955 Reed Rd., Azle
682-327-7082

REAL FAMILY FELLOWSHIP
202 Pearson Lane, Azle
817-677-5963

GRACE & FAITH CENTER
11701 Jacksboro Hwy., Azle
817-210-6295

WESTERN HARVEST
FELLOWSHIP CENTER
6577 Old Springtown Rd., 
Weatherford
817-523-2855 or 817-995-9087

SHEPHERD’S HEART CHURCH
14435 FM 730 N • Azle
817-444-7777

WESTERN STAR COWBOY CHURCH
790 CR 3696 • Paradise 76073
817-688-6887

Place your ad here!

Call
817-270-3340

This devotional and directory is made possible by these businesses who encourage all of us to attend worship services.

Want readers to Want readers to 

FIND
   YOU?

817-270-3340

Call Jessica 
for details

1825 W. Hwy. 199   Springtown, TX 760821825 W. Hwy. 199   Springtown, TX 760821825 W. Hwy. 199   Springtown, TX 76082

817-220-4506

TACLA014745E RRC#11349

J&E
AIR CONDITIONING
& HEATING

DEVOTIONAL PAGE

Your Ad

Call Jessica for details TODAY 

817-270-3340

817-270-3340
tricountyreporter.com

113 Denver Trail • Azle 
817-444-3249 • Fax 817-444-3275

www.eaglecrestvilla.com

STUDIO - 1 bath , 350 sq. ft.
ONE BEDROOM - 1 bath, 450 sq. ft
TWO BEDROOM - 1 bath, 642 sq. ft.

ADVERTISE 
YOUR BUSINESS 

WITH US
and maximize
your visibility!

Contact us about
advertising solutions.

817-270-3340

817-270-3340
tricountyreporter.com

FOR 
ONE 
YEAR

$$7070
OUT-OF-COUNTY

FOR 
ONE 
YEAR

$$5050
IN-COUNTY

817-270-3340
tricountyreporter.com

FOR 
ONE 
YEAR

$70
OUT-OF-COUNTY

FOR 
ONE 
YEAR

$50
IN-COUNTY

Place your ad 
here today! 

817-270-3340
tricountyreporter.com

Call for a free estimate!

817-304-9974
Bill.Rosser@gmail.com

profixitman.com

Bill Rosser
Painting & Remodeling 

Serving the Azle & Springtown 
area for over 40 years.

Graham
Plumbing Co.

817-220-2469
GrahamPlumbingCo.com

Commercial • Residential

VOTED BEST OF PARKER 
COUNTY 8 TIMES!

Springtown
Azle • Boyd
Weatherford

M#15899

What’s What’s
happeninghappening

in your in your
home town?home town?

Subscribe today to keep up-to-date. 

817-270-3340
tricountyreporter.com

817-270-3340
Call Jessica to reserve this space

Get eyes on
your business!



Ad Classifications

Reach more than 8,000 households with adver-
tising in THE TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

Nobody does it better!

  CLASSIFIED 
AD DEADLINE:  

1:00 PM FRIDAY 

Most ads require payment 
in advance, but we do ac-
cept VISA,  MASTERCARD, 
DISCOVER OR AMERICAN 
EXPRESS by phone.

classified@tricountyreporter.com
817-270-3340 or 817-220-7217

1. .. Air Condition/Heating
2. ........................Antiques
3...................... Appliances
4............Appliance Repair
5.......................Arts/Crafts
6............... Asphalt Paving
7..........................Auctions
8..................Autos, Trucks
9....... Auto Repair Service
10...........Backhoe Service
11. .............. Boats, Motors
12.................Bookkeeping
13....................... Business 

Opportunity
14.......... Campers/Trailers
15.............Carports/Patios
16.........Equipment Repair
17.............. Carpet Service
18 ........................Catering
19................ Cement Work
20.....................Demolition
21..................... Child Care
22..................... Cosmetics
23.....Computers/Services

24..................... Electrician
25................. Equipment & 
                         Tool Rental
26 ................... Excavating
27............... Exterminating
28 .......... Farm Equipment
29 .........................Fencing
30 ...................... Firewood
31 ...............................Free
32 ........................ For Sale
33 .......................Furniture
34....................... Garage & 
                       Estate Sales
35 ....Garden/Mowing Svc
36.......................... Hauling
37.................................Hay
38...............Health/Fitness
39 .................Help Wanted
40 .....Home Improvement
41 ............House Leveling
42............ House Cleaning
43..........................Hunting
44..........Janitorial Service
45................... Job Wanted

46............. Looking to Buy
47................ Lost & Found
48... Maintenance/Repairs
49..... Masonry/Stonework
50... Mobile Home Service
51.................. Motorcycles
52...........................Movers
53.....Musical Instruments
54..............Music Lessons
55...............Miscellaneous
56 Party Planning/Events
57.............. Pets/Livestock
58................Piano Service
59..................Pool Service
60..................Professional 

Services
61........................ Personal
62.......................Plumbing
63.................Public Notice
64................. Photography
65..........................Printing
66..........................Roofing
67...................... Recycling
68..........................Storage

69.................. Sand/Gravel
70..................Septic Tanks
71.......Sewing/Alterations
72...............Sewer Service
73........................TV/Radio
74............. Tractor Service
75.....................Upholstery
76......... Vacuum Cleaners
77...........................Wanted
78...................Well Drilling
79..........................Welding
80.................Lots/Acreage
81.....................Business & 

Commercial Property
82.................RV’s for Rent
83............ Houses for Sale
84................Mobile Homes  

for Rent
85................Mobile Homes  

for Sale
86...... Mobile Home/RV Lots
87.............Rent Furnished
88......... Rent Unfurnished
89 ............ Wanted to Rent

RATES
16 Words or Less:

Only $10.00 per week!

Over 16 words, add 20 cents per word

Extras such as Bold, Center & Border 
are available for a small fee

Classified boxed display ads also 
available for $9.00 per column inch

(All ads must be paid in advance unless 
you have previously established credit)

 006          Asphalt Paving

 019            Cement Work
Allen Chesney Concrete

All Types of Concrete Work
Residential - Commercial
Foundations, driveways, 
sand, gravel, demolition, 
haul-off, retaining walls

817-271-4541

Concrete Services, Patios, 
Driveways, Sidewalks, Retaining 
Walls, Foundations, Stone Walls. 
Free Estimates. 817-371-8597.

 020                 Demolition

 024                 Electrician
BULLDAWG ELECTRIC CO. 
All types of electrical services 
and MH hook-ups. 
Free Estimates. 817-675-4921
www.bulldawgelectric.com. 
TECL#25253.

 026                 Excavating

SKID STEER WORK
Land clearing, shop pad, gravel 
driveways, demolition, post hole 
drilling. 817-657-4645.

 029                      Fencing
BOBBY’S FENCE. All types, 
Free Estimates, Over 26 years 
experience. 817-444-3213.

KILEY CHESNEY
CONSTRUCTION

All Types Fences - Tractor Work
817-846-6645

 039             Help Wanted

Springtown ISD is accepting 
applications for Bus Drivers and 
Monitors. Training available. 
Contact the Transportation Dept. 
817-220-1418.

MAINSTREAM group homes are 
hiring for FT/PT direct care staff.  
Weekday 3:30pm-8:30am shifts 
as well as 24-hour weekend 
shifts.  Work 2 days a week, get 
paid to sleep, and have a full-
time job!  Paid training, benefits, 
bonuses, and OT opportunities.  
Start $9.00/hr with quick 
advancement possible. Call 
817-270-2747, Monday-Friday, 
9am-3pm.

SILVER DOLLAR CUSTOMS
HELP WANTED 
2 Mechanics needed and 2 
Body Technicians Experience 
a must and tools a plus! 
Mechanics We work on all types 
of vehicles; we specialize in 
classics. From full restorations, 
modifications, rebuilds and 
upgrades, maintenance, and 
repairs but not limited to. Hours: 
Monday - Friday 8:00am to 
5:00pm Occasional Saturday 
Body Shop Technicians Metal 
work, fabrications, welding, 
body working, sanding, grinding, 
and sand blasting. Hours: 
Monday - Friday 6:00am to 
2:30pm Occasional Saturday Pay 
Negotiable Contact: Elizabeth @ 
817-752-2165 or Come by: 408 
Commerce St Azle, Tx 76020

 032                     For Sale

 035  Garden/Mowing Service

COWBOY LAWN CARE. 
Handyman services, residential, 
farm, , landscaping, tree 
trimming. Free Estimates. 817-
271-0450. Spring Specials.

CLASSIFIEDS
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BYRUM CONSTRUCTION
Asphalt and Concrete Paving

Driveways • Parking Lots
Asphalt Repairs & Sealcoating

Asphalt Millings • Gravel

Bruce Byrum, Azle, TX 817-690-2429

Kiley Chesney Construction
Dirt & Concrete Work

Kiley Chesney, Owner
Springtown, TX • Mobile 817-846-6645

Driveways • House Slabs • Garages • Add-ons 
Small Land Clean-ups • Gravel Driveways

MCNEELY’S 
DEMOLITION & 

CLEAN UP SERVICE
We Create Vacancy

FREE ESTIMATES
817-996-7887

253 Eagles Way, Springtown

•Tear Down 
•Removal 
•Haul Off 
•Mobile
    Homes
•Garages

•Barns 
•Houses
•Bobcat 
    Service
•Dirt/Gravel
    Spreading

REED EXCAVATING
• SITE PREPARATION • GRAVEL ROADS
• LOT CLEARING • PARKING LOTS
• LEVELING • DEMOLITION
• FINAL GRADE • STOCK TANKS
• LAND EROSION

Dump Truck Hauling   817-919-3696

LEON’S TREE SERVICE
Expert take downs 

Stump Grinding
Residential/Commerical

Licensed & Insured • Free Estimates 
817-371-8597

Chad’s Tree Service
Trimming • Removals • Stump Grinding

Systemic Feeding • Brush Chipping • Cable Bracing

817-221-2201 • 817-246-5943 
817-800-6059 CELL

Insured for your protection
FREE

ESTIMATES

STUMP GRINDING
Don’t dig it! Grind it!
1 or 100 - We can do it.
$85 minimum within 5 mi.

817-237-5592

Lawn Care by Rubio
Tree Trimming

Other Lawn Care
Call for FREE ESTIMATE

682-262-4905

Split shift: Wed-Sun. Benefits 
include: $500 sign on bonus, 
Health, Dental, Life and Vision 

Insurance, PTO and 401k.
Apply in person 

113 Denver Trail, Azle.

NOW HIRING
FULL TIME COOK

2010 Club Car 
Electric Golf Cart 

Asking $1500. 
Call Donna

817-688-9316

2022 Honda ATV Rancher 
4x4 420cc paid $9,000, 
asking $6,000. 42.4 hours, 
545 miles. 810-735-1680

DORADO 
TRANSPORT LLC

AZLE, TEXAS

We Haul: Auto, Power Sports, 
Equipment and Freight

817-789-2519
DoradoTransportLLC@Yahoo.com

Last Puzzle
 Solution

S-1681

       C A G E
       O R A L
       M A M E
       M I E N
       U N T A M E D H O R S E
       N E E  C R O P D A M A G E
       I D  D R A G  E D I T O R
  A G H A S T  T R E S  A S I T  O R
  C O U N T Y F R E E  I P S O  A D O
   A R K A N S A S  A S I A  O D O R
    L I K E K I S S I N G  D U A L S
     N E W  L E A N T  K A T I E
     A S S   S I T  C I D E R
           D W E L L E D
            O N A N
            R O N
            T L C
            H A Y       

Rescue your Ballerina from 
the Shelter and give her a 

Furever Home

036                                                             Hauling

A great way to raise 
extra money! 

Call today for more info.

� e Tri-County Reporter
817-270-3340

16 words for 
only $10

039          Help Wanted

Advertising Works!

Name __________________________________________________________ ___

Address____________________________________________________________

City_____________________________State ________Zip __________________

County_________________________ Daytime ph._________________________

Email_____________________________________________________________

Circle your paper choice and clip and mail with check to: 

321 W. Main Street • Azle, Texas 76020

All print 
Subscriptions 
include online

 $50.00 
IN-COUNTY 
Tarrant, Parker & 
Wise only 

 $70.00
OUT-OF-COUNTY
Within Texas

 $40.00
ONLINE ONLY

Did you hear? Everyone’s 
subscribing to the hometown paper!

SUBSCRIPTION SPECIAL
13 Months for the Price of 12

Support your 
local paper

Find a Job

 in the
classifi eds!

IN THE CLASSIFIEDS

817-270-3340
The Tri-County Reporter

Support Your 
Local 

Businesses
Shop Locally!



Classifieds817-270-3340 Deadline:
1:00 PM FRIDAY

 049  Masonry/Stonework

 052                      Movers
U.S. Army Retired-but not tired! 
Careful moving-Cheap.
Call Big Jim @ 817-237-5151.

 057         Pets/Livestock

Will pay top dollar for grazing 
and hay leases. Call 940-389-
1936.

 062                   Plumbing

 068                      Storage

INNERSPACE STORAGE. Hwy 
199, Springtown. Now renting all 
unit sizes, 24-hour access. 682-
842-1414.

 069              Sand/Gravel

 081  Business/Commercial

40x50 building For Rent, 
3 miles west of Springtown. 
817-713-7495.

For Lease: 
Hwy 199 frontage, near 

hospital, 2000 Sq Ft 
$1500/mo. 

817-220-2021
Bryant Real Estate.

 082            RV’s for Rent
Nice 1BR RV in adult RV park. 
Great for older person on limited 
income. Starts at $650/mo. All 
Bills Paid. Heritage RV Park 817-
444-3760.

 084 Mobile Homes for Rent

1536 SWAN CT.
2-2 $995.MO. $800 DEP.
Gene Thompson & Associates
817-246-4646 gtatx.com

 085 Mobile Homes for Sale

Pelican Bay: 
1513 Sheri Lane S.

Mobile Home with lot
Needs Work

3-2 1986, 16X76 Sunrizon 65K
Gene Thompson & Associates

817-246-4646 

 086 Mobile Home/RV Lots 

3 RV Lots for rent $475/mo $200/
dep. All bIlls payed. Briar area 
817-996-0530.

 088      Rent Unfurnished

3/2/2 on 5 acres in Aurora area   
approx. 1882 SF   $2,000/mo 
plus deposit.  Call for application/
appointment to 817-430-0339.

3-2 Duplex, quiet location, nice & 
clean, newly refurbished, no pets. 
$1500.00/mo. 817-444-3636.

1516 CORAL CUT OFF
2-1-1 $1,145.MO. $800 DEP.
Gene Thompson & Associates
817-246-4646 gtatx.com

 040 Home Improvement

BILL ROSSER PAINTING & 
REMODELING. Big Savings: 
$100 off any job of $1,000 
or more. Painting, Carpentry, 
Porch Covers, Decks. FREE 
ESTIMATES. Call 817-304-9974; 
866-374-3559.

BOBBY MCWILLIAMS
PAINTING 817-821-6377.
Interior/Exterior Painting
Residential & New Homes.
50 years experience.

 046         Looking to Buy
Looking to buy 10-100 acres 
of land with hay field near Azle, 
Springtown, Cottondale, Briar or 
Boyd. Paying cash. Email gpfw@
outlook.com, Text 817-691-0073

The Tri-County Reporter    Thursday, March 28, 2024 tricountyreporter.com  7B 

All Types Stone & Brick Work
New Construction • Remodels

Free 
Estimates

817-308-6512
email alvarogsilva@verizon.net

commercial • residential

Azle, TX

Landscape Designs, Outdoor Kitchens 
Patios, Retaining Walls, Mailboxes

,L.L.C.

concrete

HORSE SALE
April 5th, 2024

Tack Sale Begins at 6:00 PM
Horses Follow

Stephenville Cattle Co.
Highway 281 North • Stephenville, TX

Troy 254-967-1950 • Barn 254-968-4844

LANDERS
Plumbing Co.
940-233-2862

M-10078

ROOFING & Metal 
BuIldINGs

817-304-4224
Tired of always 

replacing your roof?

We’ll be here 
after the storm.

Call us for a 
metal roof quote.

817-523-4137

Commercial & 
Residential

• Roofing
• Metal Roofing
• Carports
• Metal Buildings
• All General 
     Contracting

He r e  B e f o r e  T h e  S t o rm ,  H e r e  L o n g  A f t e r .

417 N. MaiN St • SpriNgtowN

Miles Roofing
• Insurance Claim 
     Specialists;
• Free Estimates
817-797-3420

Ash Creek
Storage

Convenient Location
Corner of Main St. & Locust • Azle

817-444-3292

Quality
Family Business

Since 1938

(817) 221-2681

CALL
Cliff Hall

We go the extra mile to ensure 
you get more for your $. 

On House Pads, Driveways, 
Lot Clearing & Tractor Work, Etc.

Cozart

Our Business is Metal Buildings
- And We’re Good!

DESIGN    FABRICATION    ERECTION

METAL 
BUILDING SYSTEMS

Fabrication and erection of quality 
metal buildings at reasonable prices, 

any size - any design

Office 817-237-2282
Fax 817-237-0904

Mark Cozart
817-233-6668

Jeremy Cozart
817-237-2028

Metal Building
Specialist

• Weld Ups/ Bolt Ups
• Pipe Fencing
• Concrete
• Horse Barns
• All Types Fencing
• Metal Roofs

NO JOB TOO SMALL
Compare Pricing

R & E Construction

owner Rodney Vick 
817-220-3044 

fax 817-523-7639   
cell 817-253-1614       

Metal Building Erectors
• Pre-enginered  Weld-up 

• Barns/Shops 
• Arenas/Hangars

• Fencing

1220 E. Hwy. 199 • Springtown

WELD-DONE CONSTRUCTION LTD.

817-220-2150
www.weld-done.net

• Metal Buildings
• Steel Components
• Welding Supplies
• Concrete Supplies

• Fabrication Supplies
• Pipe Fencing
• Deer Blinds
• Deer Feeders

8894 W Hwy 199 • Springtown
817-220-0008 
www.SolidSS.com

Open to 
the Public

SOLID STEEL SOLUTIONS

1300 VILLAGE GARDEN
AZLE, TX

817-444-6532
800-735-2988

Equal Housing opportunity

    • Are now taking applications on a first come first serve basis.
    • Will have rental assistance available for eligible households.

Call or come

by now!

Eagle Lake Garden
APARTMENTS

AZLE OAKS
APARTMENT
700 JARVIS • AZLE

817-444-1712
1 & 2 Bedroom 

Unfurnished
Accepting Applications

Rent based on income
TDD: 

800-735-2989
This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

GENE THOMPSON 
& ASSOCIATES

HOMES and MOBILE HOMES 
FOR RENT
gtatx.com

817-246-4646

Azle Creek 
Apartments

W. Main St. • Azle

1-2 Bedrooms 
$750/mo. & up

817-598-0663
aaapropertiesonline.com

FIND US ON FACEBOOK!

Apply in person at: 

605 N. Business 287, Ste 102, Decatur, Texas  or call  

Human Resources  

940-627-6362 | hr.info@klementford.com 

Jodi Pettis, Executive Director

All full-time positions offer growth 

opportunities & a full benefits package including  

Medical, Dental, Vision, Life, 401(k) & more.   

EEOC

Karl Klement Properties, Inc.

Klement Distribution, Inc.
(Hershey Ice Cream Distributor)

No Positions Available at This Time

Service Technician
Seeking to hire ALL levels of Automotive Service 

Technicians to join our team! Compensation based on 
experience and certifications. Must have a valid TXDL, be 

dependable and responsible with a good work ethic.
To apply, please send resume via Indeed ad or come by our 

office located at
605 N. Business 287, Suite 102 in Decatur.

Full-Time, Monday-Friday

Office Assistant
The ideal candidate will have excellent customer service 

skills, a friendly and professional demeanor, and the 
ability to multitask in a fast-paced environment. We are 
looking for someone who is organized, detail-oriented, 

and capable of managing multiple tasks at once.

Sales Associate
If you are looking for an exciting and rewarding career; join 

our team as an Automotive Sales Associate.
Previous auto sales experience preferred; however, 
exceptional, and in-depth training, of vehicles and 

technology are offered to candidates that demonstrate a 
commitment to providing exceptional customer service.

In addition to paid training and opportunities for growth, we 
offer a competitive compensation & benefits package.

Devin’s Handyman Service
• Carpentry
• Cement
• Rock
• Granite
• Tile
• Painting
• Siding

Call Devin at 817-629-9608

SPRING 
SPECIAL
20% OFF 

with 
this ad!

• Insulation
• Kitchen/
     Bath
• Roof & 
    Gutters
• Powerwashing
• Decks

HANDYMAN NEAR ME
We Get That 

Honey-Do List 
Done For You

Call For Details
817-612-3464

$65
PER HOUR

(labor only on most jobs)

Kevin’s
Handyman

Services

• Carpentry
• Drywall & Painting
• Tile & Laminate Floors
• Doors & Windows
• Decks & Stairs
• Cabinets & Countertops
• No Job Too Small

Springtown and 
Surrounding Areas

40 Years 
Experience

231-445-1221

Looking to buy a 
home, 1200-2000 

square ft., 3-2, pre-
owned, garage, .75+ 
acre lot, Springtown 

area. Will consid-
er houses needing 
repair, remodel, or 

vacant building site.
Text 817-996-6351

039                                                                                                                                         Help Wanted

PLACE YOUR AD ONLINE:
tricountyreporter.com

OVER THE PHONE:
817-270-3340

or EMAIL:
classified@tricountyreporter.com

066                                                             Roofing

Advertising 
Works!

079                  Welding

Sell It In 
The 

Classifieds!

079                  Welding

tricountyreporter.com

079                                                             Welding

088   Rent Unfurnished

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE
All real estate advertising 

in this newspaper is subject 
to the Fair Housing Act 
which makes it illegal to ad-
vertise “any preference, lim-
itation or discrimination 
based on race, color, reli-
gion, sex, handicap, familial 
status or national origin, or 
an intention, to make any 
such preference, limitation 
or discrimination.” Famil-
ial status includes children 
under the age of 18 living 
with parents or legal custo-
dians, pregnant women and 
people securing custody of 
children under 18.

This newspaper will not 
knowingly accept any ad-
vertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the 
law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings 
advertised in this news-
paper are available on an 
equal opportunity basis. To 
complain of discrimination 
call HUD tollfree at 1-800-
669-9777. The toll-free 
telephone number for the 
hearing impaired is 1-800-
927-9275.

Find Your New 
Best Friend 

in the Classi� eds!



Classifieds817-270-3340 Deadline:  
1:00 PM FRIDAY

8B    tricountyreporter.com  The Tri-County Reporter     Thursday, March 28, 2024  

1 2 3 4

5

6

7

8

16

9 10 11 12 13 14

15 17

20

22 23 24 25

Copyright 2024 by Orbison Bros.

TEXAS
CROSSWORD

by Charley & Guy Orbison

18

26

33

41

46

49

52

53

54

55

ACROSS

DOWN

  1  slang for “athlete”
  5  ____ vera
  6  TXism: “suits me to 
      a fare-thee-____”
  7  Metroplex Tex-Mex
      eatery: “__ Fenix”
  8  Madigan of Texas-
      based 1985 film
      “Alamo Bay”
  9  TX Meat Loaf’s first
      album: “___  ___
      of Hell” (1977)
15  San Antonio-based
      military insur. co.
16  TXism: “exciting as a
      fire at the ___  ______”
19  TXism: “jumped
      from the frying ___ 
      ____ the fire”
21  residences for old
      folks: nursing _____
22  1970s male hair
      style (2 wds.)
27  this McEntire was
      “Ma Tex” in “North”
28  cut in half
29  TX John Wesley
      Hardin, e.g.
30  TXism: “put on the
      ____  ___” (eat)
32  a shoe width
33  TXism: “he rides
      _____  ____ 
      over everybody”
36  TXism for “nonsense”
      or “lies”: “hog ____” 
37  Texas-based
      “Steak and ___”
38  where you find sodas 
      in a hotel room
39  diet goal: _  ___
      ____ look
41  Gulf shrimp snare

  1  TXism: “___
      cracker” (dentist)
  2  TXism: “good ___
      boy”
  3  city of the 
      “Chronicle and
      Democrat-Voice”
  4  “Kelly Field” in
      San Antonio was
      formerly “_____  
      ___  _____ Base”
  8  TXism: “tough __
      __ old boot”
  9  Bing’s role in 1959
      film “Say One For
      Me” with TX Debbie
      Reynolds (2 wds.)
10  TXism: “old __ dirt”  
11  TXism: “up __ snuff”

42  Chisholm Trail was also
      known as “______ Trail”
45  “Devil’s Sinkhole
      State Natural ____”
46  Texas-based “___
      Southwest” is now
      “Frontier Southwest”
47  frontier lawman, Wyatt
48  smallest Hebrew letter
49  most toasty
52  descendant of wealth
53  “___ Miserables”

54  dir. from
      Trinity to
      Woodville
55  a pigpen

12  TxDOT was “The
      Department __
      ________ and Public
      Transportation
13  flying saucers abbr.
14  TXism: “spends his
      ____ looking for 
      shade” (lazy)
15  TXism: “run __  _
      _____ flag” (give up)
16  Dolly recorded a
      cover of McCartney’s
      “Let __ __”
17  this “Cece” Kizer is
      a forward for the 
      Houston Dash
18  admiration, respect
20  ____ville, Texas
22  “__ long” (goodbye)

23  noted epic 1959
      film: “Ben ___”
24  abandoned Texas
      SSC was to be a
      giant ___ smasher
25  repairing a broken
      vase, e.g.
26  TXism: “attracted
      like steel to a
      ______”

28  Rangers’ sport:
      ____ball
31  prohibits
34  outlaw Bass (init.)  
35  TXism: “___ on
      the hoof” (hog)
37  the Texas flag has 
      _  ___ stripe
40  jogging pace
43  crow cries
44  prophets
50  TXism: “_____ on
      up to the trough”
      (join in)
51  Edward of “Fight
      Club” with TX Meat
      Loaf” (init.)
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TexSCAN Week of 
Mar. 24-30, 2024

ACREAGE
AFFORDABLE OWNER FINANCED LAND. We 
have some of the best in Texas. Hill Country, South 
Texas, West Texas. 800-876-9720, texasranchland.com.

AUCTIONS
Two Operating Assisted Living Facilities. Bid 
deadline Apr. 30. High upside potential. 2601 Tandy 
Ave. Fort Worth, TX – Turnkey & licensed for 160 
beds. 4607 E. California Pkwy., Forest Hill, TX – Fully 
staffed with licensed capacity of 80 beds. 855-755-
2300, HilcoRealEstateSales.com.

CHARITY
Donate your car, truck, boat, RV and more to support 
our veterans! Schedule a FAST, FREE vehicle pickup 
and receive a top tax deduction! Call Veteran Car 
Donations at 1-855-808-4152 today!

ENERGY
Prepare for power outages today with a Generac 
Home Standby Generator. Act now to receive a FREE 
5-Year warranty with qualifying purchase. Call 1-855-
704-8579 today to schedule a free quote. It’s not just a 
generator. It’s a power move.

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a new, custom bath 
or shower in as little as one day. For a limited time, 
we’re cutting installation costs in half and offering a 
FREE safety upgrade! (Additional terms apply. Subject 
to change and vary by dealer. Offer ends 3/31/24. Call 
855-965-0841.

LEGAL ASSISTANCE
Wesley Financial Group, LLC – Timeshare 
Cancellation Experts. Over $50,000,000 in timeshare 
debt and fees cancelled in 2019. Get free informational  
package and learn how to get rid of your timeshare! 
Free consultations. Over 450 positive reviews. Call 
855-501-6864.

OIL & GAS RIGHTS
We buy oil, gas & mineral rights. Both non-producing 
and producing including Non-Participating Royalty 
Interest (NPRI). Provide us your desired price for an 
offer evaluation. Call today: 806-620-1422. Lobo 
Minerals, LLC, PO Box 1800, Lubbock, TX 79408-
1800, LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com.

VACATIONS
Alaska, Europe, Hawaii plus dozens of other popular 
trips! Starting at $1649 per person (double occupancy 
req’d.) YMT Vacations plans everything, leaving you 
to relax and enjoy. Call 1-888-848-0599 for more 
details. Use promo code YMT2024 for $250 off. 
Limited time only.

WATER DAMAGE
WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP:  A small amount 
of water can lead to major damage to your home. Our 
trusted professionals dry out ythe wet area and do 
repairs to protect your family and your home’s value! 
If you have water in your home that needs to be dried, 
call 24/7: 1-877-727-3027. Have zip code of service 
location ready when you call!

   WANTED
Need Extra Cash – I Buy RVs & Mobile Homes 
–Travel Trailers, 5th Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper 
Pulls. In Any Area, Any Condition – Old/New, Dirty 
or Clean! I PAY CA$H. No Title – No Problem, we 
can apply for one. We go anywhere in Texas. ANR 
Enterprises, 956-466-7001.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
221 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

TRASH/WASTE SERVICE

ATEX TRASH SERVICE

817-344-8464 • atextrash.com

OVER 14 YEARS IN BUSINESS

PER 
MONTH
WEEKLY 
PICKUP

$40$40Proudly Serving The Community We Live In

MOVERS

retired but not tired! 
H U.S. Army H

Please call Jim at
817-237-5151

Courtesy H Punctuality H Care
moverS

Full Service Moving - Gun Safes 

Pianos - Auto - Antiques

Packing & Storage - Large or Small

Local & Long Range

member VFW  • DAV • Sheriff’s Assn • American Legion  • ET AL

AIR CONDITIONING AND HEATING

Texas Air Conditioning Contractor License: TACLA014745E

J & E Air Conditioning
and Heating Inc.

SPRINGTOWN 
817-220-4506
www.jandeac.com

Sales · Service 
Residential · Commercial

SERVING THE SPRINGTOWN, AZLE, WEATHERFORD & FORT WORTH AREA SINCE 1970

EXTERMINATORS

Tom Samples 
Pest Control

817-915-2470
Family owned and operated. Over 70 years of service. 

YOUR COMPLETE PEST CONTROL SERVICE

AIR CONDITIONING AND HEATING

AIR & 
HEAT

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

IS YOUR SYSTEM WINTER READY?
FALL & WINTER 
HEATING TUNEUP

$65
11345 FM 730N, Azle 
817-696-6421

TRANSMISSION

Rainwater’s 
The Transmission Shop

We do our own transmission rebuilding here 
in house, ASE Certified Rebuilder, saving 

you money. Most others don’t! Others buy 
from suppliers and auto part stores.

682-615-7250 • 817-766-3852

Clip and mail with check to: 

321 W. Main Street • Azle, Texas 76020

Purchase at our offi ce, by mail, or by phone at 
817-270-3340 or 817-220-7217.

13 months for the
price of 12

Support your 
local paper

Name _____________________________________________________________

Address___________________________________________________________

City_____________________________State ________Zip __________________

County_________________________ Daytime ph._________________________

Email_____________________________________________________________

In-County 
(Tarrant, Parker & Wise Counties)

$50.00

$40.00 Online Only

M OV I N G ?

Raise some extra 
money through the 
Classifi eds with a 

Moving Sale. 
16 words for only $10

� e Tri-County Reporter 
817-270-3340  

Hometown Paper!

Save a Shelter 
Animal. 

Find your 
furever Friend
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Hop on these tips for a great Easter egg hunt 
STAFF REPORTS

Egg hunts are a traditional 
component of many people’s 
Easter celebrations. Children 
often delight in searching for 
eggs around the house or in 
the backyard. Egg hunts are 
so popular that they have be-
come a component of many 
town-sponsored festivities. In 
fact, the White House hosts 
its annual Easter Egg Roll 
each year.

There are many ways to 
make Easter egg hunts more 
enjoyable and productive for 
participants of all ages. Try 
these ‘eggcellent’ ideas.

• Designate a clear hunt-
ing area. Young children can 
grow frustrated searching for 
eggs in large areas. Set pa-
rameters for the search area 
that are manageable depend-
ing on the ages of the chil-
dren participating. If you’ll be 
in a large yard or field, tape 
off the search area perimeter.

• Vary the prizes. Candy, 
candy and more candy seems 
to be the name of the game 
on Easter. But too many 
sweets can lead to stom-

PLEASE SEE HUNT | C2
MADELYN EDWARDS | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

In 2023 Springtown’s Hop & Shop event marked the return of the city’s Easter egg hunt. Aided by their families, children rushed around to grab as many eggs as possible. 

BRANDON GEARY
Pastor, Merge Community Church

I asked Jesus to be my 
Savior and Lord when I was 
a freshman in high school 
in 1994. I can remember the 
moment I knew of my need 
for Jesus. I had been going 
to church for a few months. 
I was invited to an AWANA 
event by a friend. Actually, he 
invited me to come swim at 
his house, and I asked “will 
there be girls there?” He said 
“Yes, but we have to do a little 
church stuff first.” I respond-
ed, “Will there be girls there?” 
He said “Yes.” I am pretty 

sure I could not have said yes 
fast enough. That conversa-
tion was toward the end of 
my eighth-grade year and 
started an adventure with 
God I had not realized was 
going to continue to carry me 
through this very moment. 

I started going to youth, 
which was a mixed bag filled 
with freshman boys who 
were promised girls would 
be there, only to discover 
it was a bunch of let-down 
freshman guys who were just 
invisible in the big pond of 
high school. But we started 
to learn about God’s love and 
our need for Jesus. I can re-

member the moment I knew 
I needed him. It was just out-

We are made alive because 
Jesus told the truth

Brandon Geary

PLEASE SEE TRUTH | C5

Pondering the 
life of Christ
TAYLOR TOMLIN
Campus pastor at The WORD @ Springtown

As we quickly approach 
Resurrection Sunday, my 
thoughts have been continu-
ously on our Lord and Savior, 
Jesus Christ. As I prepare for 
my first Easter Sunday mes-
sage as a pastor, I will give 
you a look through the scope 
of my lens recently. I’ve been 
thinking and reflecting often 
about significant events in 
Christ’s life:

THE BIRTH
Even from birth, there was 

Taylor Tomlin with his wife and family.PLEASE SEE LIFE  | C9

How Palm Sunday and Resurrection Sunday both fulfill promises and prophecies
REV. TIMOTHY MCKEOWN
GracePointe Church

The nation of Israel is cer-
tainly in the news and also in 
the hearts and concerns of 
many of us who have been 
to the Holy Land. Likewise, 
at this time of year, many 
pastors are preaching on the 
Passover and the crucifix-
ion of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ. In some years, PLEASE SEE PROMISES | C7

Resurrection Sunday and 
Passover occur on exactly the 
same day and even in years 
like 2024, the two “holy days” 
are always celebrated within 
a month of each other. 

Jesus and the early 
Christians, notably the 
Apostle Paul, observed the 
Jewish religious feasts, in-
cluding the feasts of the 
Unleavened Bread, the 
Passover, and First Fruits, 

the first three feasts on the 
Jewish calendar. All are in-
tricately interwoven into the 
death, burial and resurrec-
tion of Jesus Christ. 

But even before these 
events, on Palm Sunday, we 
see Jesus making a “trium-
phal entry” into Jerusalem. 
It, too, has a prophetic align-
ment with prophecies from 
the Old Testament.

Palm trees have always 

been linked with Israel, and 
were it not for the gospel of 
John, we would not have even 
called the Sunday before the 
Resurrection “Palm Sunday.” 
Only in John 12:13 do we spe-
cifically see the people laying 
down palm branches as they 
proclaim, “Hosanna! ‘Blessed 
is he who comes in the name 
of the LORD!’ The King of 
Israel!” 

Palm branches symbolize 

victory, triumph and peace, 
as do a king riding on a colt. 
Both Zechariah 9:9 and 1 
Kings 1:33 show that Jesus 
riding in on a colt symboli-
cally showed that a king had 
arrived. “Rejoice greatly, 
O daughter of Zion! Shout, 
O daughter of Jerusalem! 
Behold, your King is coming 

Rev. Timothy McKeown
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Locally Owned and Serving the Community for Over 49 Years

Accepting Medicare, Medicaid, Private Pay, 
United Healthcare, Blue Cross Blue Shield, Care N Care

HEALTH CARE & REHABILITATION

Egg-sperience the

Difference

Laci Gray
Business Development Director

Welcome to Azle Manor - the cornerstone in 
Rehabilitation and Skilled Nursing care.

721 Dunaway Lane, Azle, 76020
817-444-2536 • www.azle-manor.com

MAIN SERVICE
STARTS AT 10:45AM

NO EVENING SERVICE

EASTER
MARCH 31ST

500 N. MAIN
STREET
SPRINGTOWN, TX

FBCSTOWN.ORG

Meanings behind the Easter lily 
Easter symbols and tradi-

tions help make the holiday 
familiar and special. Eggs, hot 
cross buns and frilly church 
dresses help paint the pic-
ture, and so does a delicate 
and beautiful white flower.

The Easter lily plant is na-
tive to both Taiwan and the 
Ryukyu Islands of Japan. 
The plant’s flowering season 
begins in April and ends in 
June. The plant produces 
pure white flowers on top of 
long stems. Easter lilies often 
adorn homes and church al-
tars during this time of year. 

Tradition states that the 
Easter lily originated in the 
Garden of Eden from the 
teardrops of Eve that spread 
when she and Adam were 
cast out of the garden. These 
were believed to be tears of 
repentance. 

Historians and biblical 
scholars say that the lily has 
always been highly regard-
ed in the Christian Church. 
Jesus even references the 
flower in Luke 12:27, stating 
‘Consider the lilies how they 
grow: they toil not, they spin 
not; and yet I say unto you, 
that Solomon in all his glory 
was not arrayed like one of 

these.’ Legend has it that, 
after Jesus’ death and res-
urrection, lilies were found 
growing in the Garden of 
Gethsemane, where Jesus is 
said to have prayed before 
his crucifixion. They were 
believed to have sprung up 
from a drop of sweat from his 
brow when his head was bent 
in prayer.

In Easter celebrations, 
the lily represents Christ’s 
Resurrection, and thusly 
new birth and new life. The 
delicate, white blooms can be 
viewed as pure, innocent and 
untainted by the world. 

The flower itself is used in 
various ways to tell the res-
urrection story. The bulb is 
buried in the ground as a rep-
resentation of Christ’s tomb. 
The trumpet-shaped fra-
grant flowers also announce 
life after death, since bulbed 
flowers often regrow year 
after year, according to the 
religious resource All About 
Jesus. And the trumpet shape 
signifies the angel Gabriel’s 
trumpet call.

It’s common for Easter lilies 
to decorate homes, churches, 
gardens, and more through-
out the Easter season.  In Easter celebrations, the lily represents Christ’s Resurrection, and thusly new birth and new life.

ach aches for young Easter 
celebrants. Instead, mix and 
match the prizes contained 
in the eggs. Candy can be in 
some, money in others, and 
perhaps small toys in a few 
eggs. Another clever idea is 
to mix the egg hunt with cha-
rades. Put charade prompts 

HUNT
FROM PAGE C1

in some eggs so that kids 
have to act out what they 
read inside for added fun.

• Special privilege egg. Hide 
one egg that gives the finder 
the opportunity for a special 
honor. It may include getting 
the first slice of the holiday 
ham or being able to choose 
a movie that the entire fam-
ily watches together after 
dinner.

• Label eggs for equity. 
When there are children 
across a wide range of ages, 
label the eggs with the chil-
dren’s names or utilize a 
color-coded system to ensure 
that everyone has an equal 
shot at finding eggs.

• Keep a master list. It can 

be hard to remember where 
each egg is hidden, so keep a 
running list of where they are 
or take photos with a phone 
of the hiding spots. This way 
you’re not left to discover a 
chocolate-filled egg teeming 
with ants come summertime.

• Make custom baskets. 
Children will need something 
to carry their eggs. Prior to 
the egg hunt, let them deco-
rate bags or baskets with 
Easter trinkets for custom 
creations.

Easter egg hunts are a 
time-honored tradition. The 
opportunities for fun are 
endless when families plan 
accordingly.  

Keep a master list. It can be 
hard to remember where 
each egg is hidden, so keep a 
running list of where they are 
or take photos with a phone of 
the hiding spots.
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321 W. Main St., Azle • 817-752-2002
499 E. Hwy 199, Springtown • 682-302-9507

OPEN Mon-Fri 10 am - 7 pm Sat 10 am - 6 pm, Sun 11 am - 5 pm

Select Mattresses • Furniture • Recliners 
Sheets • Mattress Protectors • Adjustable Base

WITH A NEW MATTRESS

Egg-stra Comfort 
for Every Bunny

Save Big Bunny Bucks with our No Credit Financing

HOPPYHOPPY 
Easter!Easter!

The significance of 
various symbols of Easter 

Easter Sunday is a day when 
Christians across the globe 
celebrate the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ. Data from the 
Pew Research Center indi-
cates there are approximately 
2.4 billion Christians across 
the globe, which accounts for 
nearly one-third of the global 
population.

Though certain Christians 
groups do not celebrate 
Easter, many consider it the 
holiest day of the year. Given 
that significance, it’s no sur-
prise Easter is steeped in 
symbolism. The following are 
some of the many symbols 
of Easter and what they rep-
resent to faithful Christians 
across the globe.

EGGS
Eggs might now be more in-

stantly associated with Easter 
egg hunts for children, but 
the American Bible Society 
notes that eggs are symbol-
ic of more than just fun for 
kids. Eggs represent the new 
life that’s symbolic of spring, 
which is when Easter occurs 
in the northern hemisphere. 
Christians view eggs as a re-
minder of the resurrection of 
Jesus. Interestingly, though 
colored eggs are often seen as 
a fun Easter activity for kids, 
the ABS notes that the tradi-
tion dates back to the early 
days of Christianity, when 
red-colored eggs were used to 
represent the resurrection.

CRUCIFIX
The crucifix, which is a 

distinct representation of a 
cross with Jesus Christ on it, 
is symbolic of the crucifixion 
and subsequent resurrec-
tion of Jesus. The ABS notes 
that the resurrection of Jesus 
symbolizes his victory over 
the power of sin and death. 

THE LAMB
Jesus is referred to in the 

Bible as the ‘Lamb of God’ 
(Revelation 5:6-14), so the 
lamb is another important 
Easter symbol for Christians. 
In addition, in John (1:29), 
Jesus is referred to by John 
the Baptist as the ‘Lamb of 
God who takes away the sin of 
the world.’

EASTER BUNNY
Another symbol, like Easter 

eggs, that people could be 
forgiven for mistaking as 
purely secular, the Easter 
Bunny is not entirely separate 
from the spiritual meaning of 

the holiday. As noted, Easter, 
even though it’s a moveable 
feast, takes place in spring 
in the northern hemisphere 
each year. Spring is symbolic 
of rebirth, and the hare was a 
symbol of fertility among the 
ancient pagans. The spirit of 
rebirth associated with rab-
bits, particularly in spring, 
also is reminiscent of the res-
urrection of Jesus from his 
tomb.

Easter is celebrated across 
the globe. Those celebrations 
feature many significant reli-
gious symbols that have with-
stood the test of time.  

Easter bunnies and eggs symbolize new life, rebirth and fertility.

SALES & INSTALLATION
Honesty & Quality Are Our Best Reference! Family Owned & Operated

12 Months No Interest Financing Available W.A.C.

Wood • Tile • Vinyl Plank • Carpet • Shower

Open Mon.-Fri. 8:30 am - 5 pm Sat. 9 am - 2 pm

www.springtownfloors.com • SpringtownFloors@yahoo.com

2597 W. Hwy 199, 
Springtown

817-668-6363

817-270-3340817-270-3340
TriCountyReporter.comTriCountyReporter.com

FOR 
ONE 
YEAR

$$4040
ONLINE

FOR 
ONE 
YEAR

$$7070
OUT-OF-COUNTY

FOR 
ONE 
YEAR

$$5050
IN-COUNTY
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• Learn about your equipment and plumbing
• Basic water chemistry
• FREE Book about topics discussed
• 10% Off in store coupon
• Weekly Service on Inground Pools Available

One of our trained technicians will come to your home 
and explain to you how your pool system works!

Needing help
with your pool
or equipment?

1401 SE Pkwy, Azle
817-238-0890

AQUALINE AQUALINE 
POOLSPOOLS

Established in 1980
WE BELIEVE IN QUALITY

ROOFING 
& METAL 

BUILDINGS
TODD HUSE 817-304-4224

RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL
All Types of Roofing. • Experts in Metal, Composition & Repairs

WE’LL BE HERE AFTER THE STORM.

• Free Estimates
• Insurance Claims Assistance
• Emergency Storm Repairs

• 24-Hour Assistance
• 3-Year Labor Guarantee
• Local References

Dr. Dustin Fields • 729 Boyd Road • Azle
817-444-3289

HOURS: M-F 8-5:30, Closed for Lunch 12-1:30

Care for Feline and Canine

502 E. Hwy. 199 
Springtown

817-523-0009

Happy 
Easter!State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company, State Farm 

Fire and Casualty Company, State Farm General Insurance Company, Bloomingly, IL. State Farm 
County Mutual Insurance Company of Texas State Farm Lloyds, Richardson, TX

State Farm Florida Insurance Company, Winter Haven, FL 2001866

Kyrstin Daniels 
107 W. Main St., Azle, TX 76020

817-398-9496 
fax: 817-635-8485
myazleagent.com

Happy

EASTER!119 Industrial Ave. 
Next to Dollar General

817-444-2222

GET QUOTES
SuttonPrinting@aol.com

Digital & Gloss Full Color Business Cards
Gloss Full • Color Post Cards • Yard Signs

Full Color Banners • Copy Paper

Digital Business 
Cards 250250
$$29299999ONLY

Local Delivery • Metro Delivery • UPS

A life-changing decision
DAVID SHAFFER
Dr. David Shaff er and his wife, Daniele, are 
Azle-area residents. David is director of Son 
Shine Ministries (equipfamilies.org) and has 
been a member of the Azle Area Ministerial 
Alliance since 1985 (azlema.com). david@
equipfamilies.org | 817-444-3777

As a child, I remember ob-
serving God’s creation and 
marveling at the diversity and 
complexity. I would look up 
at the night sky and become 
overwhelmed by the vastness 
of our universe.

Even a simple housefly 
would amaze me. Within 
hours of entering its adult 
phase, a fly discovers how to 
use its wings. It knows how to 
navigate its flight pattern and 
instinctively what its purpose 
is. When I looked around at 
the varied inhabitants of this 
world, I knew it was no acci-
dent; a Designer existed who 
is far greater than we are. I 
knew that God had to be real.

Since God existed, I fig-
ured the probability for life 
beyond death was high. The 
stories about heaven and 
hell resonated with me as 
legitimate. So, I began as-
sessing how I could make it 
to heaven. I assumed that at 
the end of my life, God would 
somehow weigh all the good 
I had done along with all the 
bad and determine which 
was heaviest. If my good out-

weighed the bad, I reasoned, I 
would make it into heaven.

With this in mind, I tried 
to be a good guy. Some days 
would go well, but I never 
consistently maintained a 
pattern of goodness. With my 
failures came uncertainty. 
How could I know for sure 
that I would go to heaven?

The Good News, I found 
out when I was in the eighth 
grade, is that we can know 
with certainty that we will go 
to heaven. I’ll never forget the 
simple but profound message 
about salvation I heard at a 
conference in San Antonio. Let 
me share with you what hit 
home with me the night I be-
came a Christian in 1976.

I was told that God loves 
me and has a plan for my life. 
Rather than man’s wisdom, 
reasoning or guessing, the 

Bible (God’s word) was the 
standard for truth. In John 
3:16 (NIV) Jesus said, “For 
God so loved the world that 
he gave his one and only Son, 
that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eter-
nal life.”

The speaker explained that 
sin separates us from God. 
This is because God is holy, 
and his standard is perfec-
tion. Romans 3:23 makes it 
clear that “all have sinned.” 
While some seem to sin a lot 
more than others, the real-
ity is that we have all fallen 
short. None of us meets 
God’s standard.

I realized the big problem 
this caused when Romans 
6:23 (NIV) was read; it says, 
“For the wages of sin is death, 
but the gift of God is eternal 
life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 
In other words, what I had 
earned (my wage or pay-
ment) for my sin was death. 
This verse contrasts death 
with eternal life, so this is an 
eternal separation from God. 
That’s the ultimate bad news.

God is just, so this penalty 
for sin must be paid. This 
rendered my plan of making 
it to heaven based on good 
works ineffectual! I realized I 
could never be good enough 
to earn a spot in heaven be-
cause even one sin separates 
me from God.

The penalty of my sin 
rested solely on me unless 
someone else was willing to 
pay my penalty of death. I 
can’t imagine anyone volun-
teering for that, and an obvi-
ous problem would be that 
no one qualifies because we 
are all sinners. It would take 
someone who was like me 
(a human) who never sinned 
and who was willing to die 
for me.

As I continued to listen 
to the speaker, he excitedly 
stated that Jesus Christ was 
willing. He paid the price for 
our sins with his death on 
the cross.

While on Earth, Jesus 
was confronted with vari-
ous temptations but never 
sinned. He proclaimed, “I am 
the way and the truth and 
the life. No one comes to the 
Father except through me” 
(John 14:6, NIV).

His death was full payment 
for our sins, making it possi-
ble to be in relationship forev-
er with God. No one else could 
have paid that price for us.

Christ’s death is not the 
end of the story. In fact, 
the Apostle Paul wrote in 1 
Corinthians 15:17 (NLT) that 
“. . . if Christ has not been 
raised, then your faith is use-
less and you are still guilty of 
your sins.”

Fortunately, Christ was 

raised! We celebrate Easter 
to commemorate the reality 
of the bodily resurrection of 
Jesus. God the Father demon-
strated his power over death 
by raising his Son, giving 
hope to all who place their 
trust in Christ.

If you hear someone say on 
Easter Sunday, “He is risen,” 
feel free to joyfully respond, 
“He is risen indeed!”

After listening intently 
to the speaker, I believed 
the Gospel (the message of 
Christ’s death and resur-
rection), and I accepted the 
precious gift of salvation 
by trusting in Jesus Christ 
alone for the forgiveness of 
my sins. The decision I made 
years ago changed my life 
forever.

We are each offered this 
ultimate gift (eternal life 
with God) despite what we 
deserve (eternal separation 
from God). This is grace. And 
the Bible says that “. . . it is by 
grace you have been saved, 
through faith . . .” (Ephesians 
2:8, NIV). It also says in John 
1:12 (NET), “But to all who 
have received him — those 
who believe in his name — he 
has given the right to become 
God’s children.”

You can know with certain-
ty that you’re a Christian! If 
you have never trusted Jesus 
as your Savior, the invitation 

to do so is before you.
If you believe Jesus died 

for your sins and are ready 
to place your trust in him for 
your eternal salvation, you 
may do so right where you 
are.

If it helps you, here is 
a prayer similar to what 
I prayed when I accepted 
Christ; feel free to use it, or 
pray using your own words: 
“Dear Father, thank you for 
the love you have for me. I 
trust in Jesus as my Savior, 
and I believe that his death on 
the cross paid the penalty for 
my sins. Thank you for your 
forgiveness. I pray this grate-
fully in the name of Jesus. 
Amen.”

If you have accepted God’s 
gift of grace, you have made 
the most important deci-
sion of your life! If you just 
did this, I hope you share the 
great news with your family 
and friends! I encourage you 
to nourish your newfound 
faith by becoming involved at 
a local Christian church.

If you have made it to the 
end of this article and are left 
with unanswered questions, 
feel free to reach out to me. 
I would be honored to hear 
your thoughts and would wel-
come a conversation.

May God bless and keep 
you (with certainty) in Jesus’ 
name!

David Shaff er

Because of Easter, my hope is not heaven
JOSH TOLLISON
Senior Pastor, Lighthouse
Harbor Church, Pelican Bay

Ask someone “What hap-
pens to people when they 
die?” and you may be sur-
prised at the answer you get. 
“They just die,” some will say. 
“I don’t know,” say others. 
But, most often the answer I 
hear is “They go to heaven.”

And that is true, accord-
ing to the Bible. Whether 
we call it “heaven,” “para-
dise,” or something else, the 
spirits of Christians who die 
on this earth go to be with 
the Lord. In his letter to the 

Philippians, the Apostle Paul 
makes this claim explicit; 
speaking of the possibility 
of his martyrdom, he says, 
“My desire is to depart and be 
with Christ” (Phil. 1:23, ESV, 
emphasis mine). We see it 
again in Jesus’s words to the 
thief on the cross, “Today you 
will be with me in paradise” 
(Luke 23:43, ESV). And these 
are just two examples among 
many.

Still, just like the cross is 
not the end of Jesus’ story, 
neither is heaven the end of 
ours. Something else hap-
pened on Easter morning, 
two thousand years ago, that 

changed everything: Jesus 
Christ rose from the dead.

The ancient Church in 
Corinth struggled with the 
idea of resurrection. It con-
fronted all its philosophical 
presuppositions and bucked 
against its understanding of 
the world.  So, in his first let-
ter to them, the Apostle Paul 
attacks their misunderstand-
ings head on: “If there is no 
resurrection of the dead,” he 
says, “then not even Christ 
has been raised. And if Christ 
has not been raised, then our 
preaching is in vain and your 
faith is in vain” (1 Cor. 15:13-
14, ESV). Strong words! 

He continues, “But in fact 
Christ has been raised from 
the dead, the first fruits 
of those who have fallen 
asleep. For as by a man came 
death, by a man has come 
also the resurrection of the 
dead . . . But each in his own 
order: Christ the firstfruits, 
then at his coming those 
who belong to Christ” (1 Cor. 
15:20-21, 23, ESV). So then, 
Jesus is the first to rise again, 
but not the last. And when 
Christ comes again, all those 
who belong to him will rise 
again, too.

That may sound strange 
to you, but it is thoroughly 

Biblical. God made us soul 
and body, and to lose one or 
the other is to be incomplete. 
But the promise of Easter is 
that death is not the end, and 
neither is heaven. Because 
Jesus rose again, our hope 
is better than that. For all 
who repent and believe in his 
name, we are promised that 
we will live forever — not as 
bodiless souls in a faraway 
place, but in new and perfect 
bodies, raised from death to 
eternal life, on an Earth made 
new by a King who defeated 
death on that first Easter 
morning.Josh Tollison
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EASTER SERVICE
March 31, 10:45 am

BY THE WORD
Baptist Church

200 W. N. Woody Rd.
Azle, TX 76020

You’re
Invited!

SUNRISE SERVICE
at Shady Grove Park Beach
940 Stribling Dr. Azle, TX

March 31, 6:45 am

Taco Plate
Plate Comes w/Rice,
Beans & 24 oz Drink

Chicken
SINGLE 2.29
PLATE 9.99

Beef
SINGLE 2.29
PLATE 9.99

BURGERS
Hamburger 4.99

7.99 Meal  
Cheeseburger 4.99 

7.99 Meal 

Plate MenuPlate Menu ALL PLATES COME WITH A 24 oz. DRINK

TORTA PLATE
Rice & Beans or Fries

9.99
TORTA

6.99

GORDITA PLATE
w/Rice & Beans 

9.99
GORDITA

3.49

QUESADILLA PLATE
w/Rice & Beans 

8.99
QUESADILLA

5.99
TOSTADA PLATE

w/Rice & Beans 

9.99
TOSTADA 

3.49

SOPES PLATE
w/Rice & Beans 

9.99
SOPES

3.49

COMBO PLATE
w/1 tostada, 1 taco

& 1 bean burrito

9.99

TAMALES AVAILABLE ALL LOCATIONS • PRICES MAY VARY

BEAN BURRITO 1.89
Bean & cheese

COMBO BURRITO 3.29
Meat, Cheese & Beans

REGULAR BURRITO 3.29
Meat, Cheese & Pico de Gallo

SUPER BURRITO 4.49
Meat, Cheese, Lettuce,
Pico de Gallo, Sour Cream
& Sauteed Onions

EL GORDO BURRITO 6.99
Meat, Rice, Beans, Lettuce, Cilantro,
Cheese, Sour Cream & Sauteed
Onions, Pico de Gallo

Burrito SpecialBurrito Special

Choice of Meat:
BEEF

CHICKEN
BARBACOA
AL-PASTOR

CHICHARRON
CARNITAS

CALL IN YOUR ORDER TODAY!CALL IN YOUR ORDER TODAY!

FISH BASKET
2 pcs. Fish, Fries,

Texas Toast,
24 oz Drink

9.99
FISH TACO 

PLATE

9.99
NACHOS
Regular 4.99
Super 7.99

Family
Specials
12 TACOS

1 Pint Of Rice &
1 Pint Of Beans 

27.99
10 TACOS
SPECIAL

19.99

Biscuits
Chicken Biscuit 1.89 • Sausage 1.89
Bacon 1.89 • Sausage & Egg 2.39
Sausage & Cheese 2.39
Sausage, Egg & Cheese 2.99
Sausage, Egg, Cheese & Bacon 3.29

229999Breakfast Burritos
Sausage, Egg & Cheese
Bacon, Egg & Cheese
Chorizo, Potato & Egg
Potato, Egg & Cheese

www.mytacotime.com
Centerpoint Kwik Stop • 11652 FM 730 N

817-444-3947
730 South Kwik Stop • 12555 FM 730 S

817-270-5430
Boyd Kwik Stop • 213 E. Rock Island Ave.

940-433-2466

Springtown Kwik Stop • 432 TX-199
817-523-4422

Springtown Kwik Stop #2 • 529 N Main St.
817-523-2888

Bridgeport Kwik Stop • 1206 Hovey St.
940-683-4190

Thank You For Voting!
Kwik Stop: Best 
Convenience Store
Taco Time:
Best Tacos

side the baseball field where 
you can buy tickets for the 
games today. That night I 
called the dad who was our 
AWANA leader; two weeks 
later he met me at the altar 
and we prayed and I went 
public with my faith. 

One thing in those ear-
ly days that struck me as 
strange was our relation-

TRUTH
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ship with Easter — specifi-
cally, the Resurrection we 
celebrate on Easter morning. 
What was constantly shared 
with me was the death of 
Jesus on the cross and his 
willingness to die for my 
sins. The cross, after all, has 
become the iconic symbol 
of our faith. The Jewish peo-
ple have the Star of David, 
Muslims have the crescent 
and we have the cross. As 
a young Christian I felt the 
Resurrection was simply a 
cherry on the top of a sundae 
we celebrated on a Sunday. I 

had no idea how vital it was 
to my new identity, made 
possible because of Christ 
Jesus. 

You see friend, the cross 
is about death and the 
Resurrection is about life. 
Both work together to help 
us see the heart of God the 
Father. As a pastor, I have 
a lot of favorite verses and 
passages and near the top of 
that list is Ephesians chapter 
2. The whole chapter is great 
because it builds a case for 
all of us. In these verses we 
can see where we are, where 

we were and where we are 
heading if we know Jesus 
as our personal Savior and 
Lord. The chapter’s open-
ing lines are “And you were 
dead in trespasses and sins 
. . .” This death is important 
to recognize and realize. My 
sin didn’t simply break God’s 
heart, it broke my relation-
ship with Him. The cost of 
sin is death.” 

Just when I had no hope or 
ability to be brought back to 
life, the hero of all our sto-
ries enters. Paul will begin 
verse 4 with two words, “BUT 

GOD . . .”! There is a tempta-
tion to get in the way here 
and commentate the rest of 
the verse, but I assure you 
if you allow it to wash over 
you there is no commentary 
necessary. “But God, being 
rich in mercy, because of 
the great love with which he 
loved us, even when we were 
dead in our trespasses, made 
us alive together with Christ 
. . .” 

We are made alive because 
Jesus told the truth about 
coming back from the grave. 
The cross is about death; the 

Resurrection is about life 
and life abundantly! There is 
so much more to say about 
this great relationship be-
cause of the cross and the 
Resurrection — more than 
this space allows. So, I will 
leave you with this . . . we 
never graduate from the 
beauty of the cross AND the 
Resurrection! Both work to-
gether to reveal the heart of 
God’s love for you. May we 
make this our greatest cel-
ebration, not just on Easter 
Sunday but every day and ev-
ery minute of our lives!

Where will you live
your everlasting life?
LARRY DAVIS
Pastor, Grace and Faith Center

Easter is defined as the 
most important and old-
est festival of the Christian 
Church, celebrating the resur-
rection of Jesus Christ. It is 
held in the western church 
between March 21 and April 
25, on the first Sunday after 
the first full moon following 
the Northern spring equinox. 
However, the story of the 
Good News of Jesus Christ is 
not only his resurrection, but 
it is the who, why, what, when 
and where.

Jesus’ birth was like mine 
and yours except that his 
mother was a virgin, and his 
dad was God. Jesus’ life was 
fairly normal, and he grew 
as we all do, working as a 
carpenter.

When he was 30, he began 
his ministry as the Savior of 
the world. As he lived, his life 
portrayed the love that God 
has for you and I.

We know that because 
Jesus said he only does what 
he sees the Father do and he 
only says what the Father 
says — we can partake in 
the Kingdom of God (John 
5:19 and John 12:49). Like 
this: God so loved the world 

that He gave his only Son 
that whoever believes in Him 
should not perish but have ev-
erlasting life (John 3:16). This 
is the Good News of Jesus 
Christ. 

Jesus’ life was an example 
of the love, hope, faith, grace 
and truth he made available 
to all who would believe. But 
not all believed, not all loved 
and not all followed him.

In fact, the religious leaders 
of that time hated him and 
eventually killed Jesus.

During Jesus’ three-and-a-
half years in the ministry, he 
introduced, initiated, orches-
trated and fulfilled the rea-
son for his presence on earth. 
That was to give to you and 
I a way into God’s presence 
and the opportunity to join 
the Kingdom of God. 

We can be transformed 
out of the kingdom of dark-
ness into the Kingdom of 
Light, with the guarantee of 
everlasting life in heaven in-
stead of an eternity in hell. 
Jesus was beaten, crucified, 
buried, and three days later 
rose again for you and I. That 
means Jesus won the war 
over the devil for control of 
the Earth and heaven!  

Where will you live your ev-
erlasting life?

Why is Easter Sunday such an
important Christian holiday? 

Christians around the 
world fill church pews on 
Easter Sunday to participate 
in one of the most holy and 
important celebrations of 
the liturgical year. Although 
every Sunday presents op-
portunities to share in the 
word of God, Easter Sunday 
is an especially signifi-
cant date on the Christian 
calendar.

Each Easter, Christians cel-
ebrate the miracle of Christ’s 
defeat over death through 
his resurrection and ascen-
sion to his father’s side in 
heaven. However awe-in-
spiring, Easter is much more 
than this event and its retell-
ing. Easter actually is the 
core of the Christian religion 
as it has come to be known, 
including inspiring the ritu-
als and teachings that have 
been shared for nearly 2,000 
years. Without the events 
that unfolded during Holy 
Week, the Christian faith 
would not exist as it was 
prophesied. Christ’s selfless 
sacrifice on the cross for oth-
ers’ sins, as well as his mirac-
ulous resurrection, are the 
anchors upon which all of 
Christianity has been built.

In 1 Corinthians 15:17, 
St. Paul wrote, ‘And if Christ 

has not been raised, your 
faith is futile and you are still 
in your sins.’ Pope Benedict 
VVI similarly summarized 
St. Paul’s words, indicat-
ing that if the resurrection 
were taken away, it may be 
possible to piece together 
ideas about God and men, 
but the Christian faith would 
be ‘dead.’ In his book, Jesus 
of Nazareth, Pope Benedict 
further wrote, ‘Jesus would 
be a failed religious leader; he 
would then remain purely hu-
man, and his authority would 
extend only so far as his mes-
sage is of interest to us.’

According to Christianity.
com, Easter is part of the re-
demptive plan of mankind. 
It is worthy of celebration 
because it proved to people 
that Jesus is the Son of God. 
This gives Christians confi-
dence that there is life after 
death, and they will have the 
same power working in them 
that raised Jesus from the 
dead.

Out of Holy Week and 
Easter also came the start of 
Christian masses. On Holy 
Thursday, Jesus introduced 
his disciples to the bread that 
they ate at the Last Supper 
as ‘his body’ and the wine 
as ‘his blood.’ This would 

serve as the basis for the 
Christian celebration of Holy 
Communion, which remains 
a vital component of the faith 

On Holy Thursday, Jesus and his disciples ate bread and wine 
symbolizing the fl esh of Christ. This ritual would serve as the basis 
for the Christian celebration of Holy Communion, which remains a 
vital component of worship.

and religious services.
Easter inspires Christians 

across the globe to celebrate 
their faith. 
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405 Commerce Street
Azle, Texas 76020

www.nbt.bank | 817.759.9001

Come see 
what 

hometown 
banking can 
do for you!

Come see 
what 

hometown 
banking can 
do for you!

Exceeding Expectations

Come see what hometown 
banking can do for you!

Authorized Dealer: Rheem • Comfortmaker • Amana

SERVICING ALL BRANDS
SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATION

Residential & Commercial

817-270-8811 OFFICE

817-239-8710 CELL

Russell Reed, Owner
TACLBO17933C

QUALITY AT REASONABLE RATES

A/C &
HEAT
BY RUSSELL

3221 E. Hwy 199 • 817-444-2855Easter
at First United

Methodist Springtown

Sunday, March 31

SUNRISE SERVICE
(parking lot) 7:00 am

TRADITIONAL SERVICE
11:00 am

www.springtownumc.com
109 W. 3rd St., Springtown, TX

MADELYN EDWARDS
TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

Members of the Tedder family 
take a picture with the Easter 
bunny at the 2023 Springtown 
Hop & Shop event on the Square. 
From left are 3-year-old Indigo 
Tedder, 6-month-old Lennox 
Tedder, and Madison Tedder.
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Call Us At 817-237-3325

Customers 
who use 
Joe Rider 
Propane 
SAVE an 
average of 
$250/year!

SERVING THE AZLE AREA SINCE 1954
FREE SYSTEM CHECK • NO FEES

Switch Today 
and get a FREE 
$25 gift card!

GUNS • AMMO • GUN REPAIR
NEW • PREOWNED • CONSIGNMENT

Let us help you with all your
personal, home defense needs!

FREE LAYAWAY • WE TRADE
Consignments Welcomed

101A N Main St in Springtown
ON THE SQUARE

817-538-7557
SquareGuns.com Azle • Springtown • Mineral Wells • Weatherford 

817-444-3211 • www.whitesfuneral.com

Our family serving your family since 1908

• Full Service
Funeral Home

• Cremation
Services

• Pre-Need
Plans

Bob White,
Anita White
and Zack Bellenger

CLEANERS 

and LAUNDRY

489 Hwy 199 West • 817-220-2499
Brookshire Shopping Center, Springtown 

Mon - Fri 5 am - 7 pm • Sat 8 am - 2 pm

• Dry Cleaning
• Laundry • Alterations
• Draperies
• Comforters
• Bridal Gowns
•  Leather & Boot Repair
•  Wash & Fold

TEACHER DISCOUNT 

20% DRY CLEANING WITH ID CARD

519 N. Stewart St., Azle

817-270-2736
ladybugquiltfabric.com

Quilt Fabric
Mon – Fri 10 am – 4 pm 

Sat 10 am – 3 pm

140 W. Main St.  • Azle140 W. Main St.  • Azle
817-444-4613817-444-4613

Propane & TanksPropane & Tanks
RURAL GAS SUPPLY

Celebrating 77 Years

REFILLS 
AVAILABLE!

Kiss in the dark
DR. G. WESLEY SHOTWELL
Pastor, Ash Creek Baptist Church

I have been thinking about 
Judas lately. Judas betrayed 
his friend Jesus with a kiss in 
the dark. Bible scholars have 
debated his motive for centu-
ries, but whatever the motive 
it came from a dark place.

The Gospel of Matthew 
says that the next morning, 
when it was light, Judas was 
“seized with remorse.” He 
tried to undo what he had 
done, but there are some 
things that cannot be undone 
once they are done. “I have 
sinned,” he confessed to 
the religious leaders, look-
ing for mercy and grace. But 

he found no mercy or grace 
from them. “What do we 
care?” they said. “That’s your 
problem.” All Judas could 
do now was throw the blood 
money to the mercy seat in 
the temple.

Remorse is hard to relieve. 
When you have done some-
thing that can’t be undone 
it is hard to find mercy and 
grace. Often, even pastors 
and church people hold back 
mercy as if to say, “What do 
we care? That’s your prob-
lem.” No wonder sinners 
don’t come to church for 
relief.

Judas’ story does not end 
well. Matthew tells us that 
Judas went out and hanged 
himself. That is what hap-

pens when a person has no 
hope of mercy; they end up at 
the end of their rope.

There was another option 
open for Judas, though, if 
only he could have seen it. 
I wonder what would have 
happened if Judas had waited 
until Sunday morning; if 
he had waited until Easter? 
The morning after betrayal 
remorse is raging and it is 
hard to have any hope at all, 
but what if he had waited for 
Easter? He would have seen 
the risen Christ and known 
that God could undo what he 
had done. He tried to undo it 
himself but could not, so he 
lost faith and hope and ended 
it all. He did not believe God 
could set things right. He did 

not know about Easter.
But we do know about 

Easter! We know that Christ is 
risen and set things right. We 
know that in Christ there is 
mercy and grace! Could Judas 
have found mercy from Jesus 
if he had but waited for the 
resurrection? I don’t know, 
and we will never know, for 
that is not how the story 
works out. But we do know 
that Peter, who also betrayed 
Jesus, found the mercy he 
needed. We know that Paul, 
who persecuted the followers 
of Jesus, saw the risen Christ 
and received God’s mercy. 
The list of the remorseful 
could go on. Millions of peo-
ple with the remorse of hav-
ing done things that cannot 

be undone have found God’s 
mercy and grace because they 
know the risen Christ. We 
know about Easter!

Perhaps you live with re-
morse. You regret some deci-
sion that seemed like a good 
idea in the dark of night, but 
now in the morning, when 
you can see, the reality of 
your sin has stolen all your 
hope for mercy and grace. 
You have tried to undo what 
you did. You tried throwing 
money in the plate and plead-
ing with the preacher but 
found no hope.

You cannot undo what you 
have done.

But God can.
Christ has risen from the 

dead and set things right.

Dr. G. Wesley Shotwell

to you; He is just and having 
salvation, lowly and riding on 
a donkey, a colt, the foal of a 
donkey,” (Zechariah 9:9).

The other gospels state 
that garments were also laid 
before Christ, a custom gen-
erally reserved only for kings 
(see 2 Kings 9:13).

Palms also reminded peo-
ple of rejoicing, worshiping 
and thanksgiving. Solomon’s 
Temple was dedicated at 

the Feast of Tabernacles, in 
remembrance of Israel’s 40 
years of wandering and living 
in tents. Part of the taberna-
cle celebration called for the 
people to take “branches of 
palm trees . . . and you shall 
rejoice before the LORD your 
God . . . ,” Leviticus 23:40.

In the same way, Jesus was 
ending nearly 40 years of his 
earthly life in which he was 
“tabernacled” in an earthly 
body (John 1:14 even used 
the same word for “taber-
nacle” when he said Jesus 
“dwelt” among us). 

More significantly, the very 

day Jesus was welcomed 
into Jerusalem was the same 
day in which the priests in-
spected the lambs which 
would be used for Passover. 
Again, thanks to John’s gos-
pel, we know Jesus entered 
Jerusalem Sunday, the “next 
day” after the Sabbath rest. 
That was the 10th day of 
Nisan, four days before the 
Passover when the Jews se-
lected the Passover lamb, “the 
first month . . . on the tenth 
day . . . each man is to take a 
lamb for his family” (Exodus 
12:1-3). 

Providentially, Jesus was 

especially set apart that day 
as the Lamb of God. John’s 
Gospel and John’s revelation 
frequently refer to Jesus as 
God’s Lamb, and so also does 
Peter’s first epistle: “. . . you 
were redeemed . . . with the 
precious blood of Christ, as of 
a lamb without blemish and 
without spot,” 1 Peter 1:18-19.

A borrowed colt, a spot-
less lamb, the royal praise, 
the joyful thanksgiving, gar-
ments spread along the road, 
and palm branches were all 
divinely interwoven by God’s 
loving and gracious hand to 
show that Jesus, the prom-

ised Messiah, was indeed the 
fulfillment of prophecy.  

One day in heaven, accord-
ing to Revelation 7:9-17, “a 
great multitude which no one 
could number, of all nations, 
tribes, peoples, and tongues, 
(will stand) before the throne 
and before the Lamb, clothed 
with white robes, with palm 
branches in their hands.”

My prayer is that you 
will place your trust in this 
promised Lamb of God who 
took away our sins. “For 
God made Him (Jesus) who 
knew no sin to become sin 
for us, that we might become 

the righteousness of God in 
Him,” (2 Corinthians 5:21). 
By the blood of the Lamb 
and our testimony, we can 
overcome the accuser, who is 
specifically called “the Devil 
and Satan,” (see Revelation 
12:9-11). 

Rev. Timothy McKeown 
is the pastor of GracePointe 
Church, which is located 
halfway between Azle and 
Springtown on State Highway 
199, where every first-time 
guest can receive a free copy 
of his devotional book, “The 
Gospel of John, One Day at a 
Time.”

PROMISES
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The Message
ALTON DAVIS
Pastor, Community Bible Fellowship

I recall a time when one 
of our daughters was being 
courted by a young man. To 
get his message across to 
her of his fondness for her, 
he arranged post-it-notes on 
our front door to read “will 
you be my GF?” The message 
was not handwritten, rather 
the little notes were neatly 
arranged just right to spell 
out his intended message. 
The message was received 
with the love with which it 
was sent, and a never-end-
ing relationship began. That 
was 13 years ago and now 

our daughter and the young 
man are married and have a 
beautiful baby girl. Simple 

messages deliver a powerful 
impact! 

I must admit my son-in-law 
was tactful and his message 
was impactful in achieving 
his intended purpose. As I 
recalled this family memory, 
I drew similarities to the mes-
sage that our heavenly Father 
sent by way of the cross. 
God’s message was not hand-
written (although it is record-
ed in writing), rather his mes-
sage was carefully arranged 
in the life, death and resur-
rection of Jesus Christ. The 
message delivered through 
our Savior was an expression 
of his love for all humanity. 

Jesus, in willing obedi-

ence to the Father, fulfilled 
his purpose by laying his life 
down as a sacrifice for all 
our sins; and in the Father’s 
acceptance of the Son’s 
sacrifice, God raised Christ 
from the dead to display 
his great power over death, 
hell and the grave. It was the 
most powerful, tactful and 
impactful message of love 
ever delivered to mankind, 
all communicated with great 
hope that the message would 
be received by everyone for 
the purpose of salvation. To 
insinuate that Christ’s life 
was simple would be mislead-
ing, however, for the one who 
believes salvation is made 

simple. A simple message 
delivered with a powerful 
impact!

Resurrection Sunday is a 
time for believers across the 
world who are being saved 
by the powerful message of 
Jesus Christ’s life, death and 
resurrection to celebrate 
our risen Savior and to give 
thanks for the abundant life 
Jesus brought forth. For oth-
ers, the message of love, for-
giveness and salvation still 
speaks and is available to be 
received. Hope remains that 
many others will receive the 
message of the cross today 
and the resurrection power it 
brings. His message has been 

displayed, written, delivered 
and posted for all the world 
to see. Will you receive it with 
the love, forgiveness and sal-
vation with which it was sent? 
If so, your journey has begun 
to a life of eternal peace and 
joy.

1 Corinthians 1:18 (NKJV) 
“For the message of the cross 
is foolishness to those who are 
perishing, but to us who are 
being saved it is the power of 
God.” 

Hebrews 1:1-2 (NKJV) “God 
who at various times and var-
ious ways spoke in times past 
to the fathers by the prophets, 
has in these last days spoken 
to us by His Son . . .” 

Alton Davis
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Easter trees makes 
festive spring 
decorations 

Easter is coming and it’s 
time to put up the tree. For 
those thinking right now that 
trees are for an entirely dif-
ferent Christian holiday, you 
are both right and wrong. 
Even though trees may be 
more widely associated with 
Christmas, Easter trees are 
an increasingly popular and 
festive tradition that trace 
their roots to Germany. 

The Easter tree is known 
as Ostereierbaum in 
Germany and is a centuries-
old custom. Eggs are hung 
on outdoor tree branches 
and bushes or are placed 
on cut branches displayed 
inside. While the tradi-
tion is traced to Germany, 
German-influenced locales 
like Hungary, Poland, the 
Czech Republic, and the 
Pennsylvania Dutch region 

of the United States also are 
popular places for Easter 
trees to appear. 

For 50 years, one per-
son branched out with his 
own Ostereierbaum tradi-
tion. Volker Kraft decorated 
an apple tree on his prop-
erty in the town of Saalfeld, 
Germany, adding more eggs 
each year as the tree grew 
larger. The tradition came to 
an end in 2015. At one point 
the tree held 10,000 eggs, all 
hand-crafted by Kraft and 
his family. However, a tree in 
Rostock, Germany held the 
Guinness World Record for 
tree with the most eggs – a 
display of 80,000.

While Easter trees are 
typically more modest than 
Kraft’s tree, the displays can 
be as large or as small as one 
desires. Many Easter trees 

consist of a few branches 
placed in a vase decorated 
with flowers, ribbons and 
Easter eggs. Pussy willow 
branches work well, though 
any branches can stand in. 

When decorating Easter 
trees, families can use plastic 
eggs or even real ones. Using 
a sharp knife or needle, make 
two small holes in a raw egg. 
Blow out the inside of the egg 
until the shell is hollow. Then 
decorate the egg and thread 
a ribbon through the holes 
so it can be hung on the tree. 
If desired, place sweet Easter 
treats, such as chocolate 
eggs or pastel-colored cup-
cakes, under the Easter tree.

Decorating an outdoor tree 
also is possible and very vis-
ible. It can be a great way to 
share Easter blessings with 
others in the community.  

Eggs are hung on outdoor tree branches and bushes or are placed on cut branches displayed inside. 

Significant days 
during Holy Week 

Each year in early spring, 
Christians across the globe 
celebrate their faith on 
Easter. Easter commemo-
rates the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ, an event which 
is described in the New 
Testament.

One need not be Christian 
to recognize the significance 
of Easter Sunday to practic-
ing Christians. However, non-
Christians may not recognize 
that the week that precedes 
Easter Sunday is important 
and full of meaning as well. 
According to Christianity.
com, the name ‘Holy Week,’ 
which is the name Christians 
have given to the week pre-
ceding Easter Sunday, can 
be traced all the way back 
to the fourth century. By 
the end of that century, 
Christians commemorated 
various events that unfold-
ed in the week leading up 
to the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ. That’s why Christians 
now celebrate Palm Sunday, 
Holy Wednesday, Maundy 
Thursday, Good Friday, 
and Holy Saturday over the 
course of the week prior to 
Easter Sunday. Such celebra-
tions underscore just how 
significant this period is for 
faithful Christians across the 
globe.  

PALM SUNDAY
Palm Sunday begins Holy 

Week and commemorates 
the entry of Jesus Christ into 
Jerusalem. Upon entering 
the city, Jesus was greeted by 
crowds waving palm branch-
es. That is why Christians re-
ceive palm branches or palm 
crosses during Palm Sunday 
Mass.

HOLY WEDNESDAY
Holy Wednesday draws at-

tention to the abandonment 
of Jesus by his disciples. 
Holy Wednesday services 
may feature Tenebrae, a 
religious service character-
ized by the extinguishing of 
candles. That portion of the 
service is meant to symbol-
ize darkness, which is what 
‘Tenebrae’ means in Latin.

MAUNDY THURSDAY
The Last Supper is com-

memorated on Maundy 
Thursday, which also com-
memorates the Washing of 
the Feet (Maundy). The Last 
Supper was Jesus’s final meal 
with his apostles before his 
crucifixion. According to 
Christian scripture, Jesus 
predicted one of the apostles 
present at the meal would 
betray him. This also was 
when Jesus foretold that 
Peter will deny knowing him 
three times before the next 

morning. According to Trinity 
College, Maundy Thursday re-
minds Christians to love oth-
ers as Jesus loves them.

GOOD FRIDAY
Good Friday commemo-

rates the trial of Jesus and 
his resulting death sentence, 
torture, crucifixion, and buri-
al. It’s hard to characterize 
any of those things as ‘good,’ 
which can cause a little con-
fusion among Christians 
and non-Christians alike. 
However, Trinity College in-
dicates that, in this context, 
‘good’ connotes something 
holy or pious.

HOLY SATURDAY
Holy Saturday concludes 

Holy Week. Even though 
many faithful Christians 
awake early and don their 
Sunday best on Easter morn-
ing, Holy Saturday celebra-
tions are not muted. On Holy 
Saturday, Christians may at-
tend a late-night Easter Vigil 
service that includes a liturgy 
and the celebration of the 
Eucharist. The two-part cel-
ebration commemorates the 
Eucharist as symbolic of the 
emergence from darkness 
into the light.

Holy Week is a time for 
faithful Christians to cel-
ebrate their faith in advance 
of Easter Sunday.  

Palm Sunday begins Holy Week and commemorates the entry of Jesus Christ into Jerusalem. 
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a deeply rooted hatred for 
Christ. King Herod came up 
with a plan to kill him from 
day one. He assumed he 
could get the Magi (wise men) 
to give him all the informa-
tion about Christ, so he could 
find him and end the threat 
he thought Christ posed to 
his throne. Instead, they saw 
the glory that Christ brought 
to Earth and showered Jesus 
with gifts and praise. So 
not only was there a deeply 
rooted hatred for Christ, 
there was an unexplainable 
admiration. Both things were 
important for his life to have 
the impact on this world that 
it did.

THE DEATH
Jesus was sold out by one 

of his closest followers, and 
then he was arrested. In mo-
ments leading up to the ar-
rest, Judas told the armed 
guards “The one I kiss is the 
man.” And then he proceed-
ed to kiss Jesus. He sold his 
Master out with one of the 
greatest shows of affection 
we know: a kiss. After his ar-
rest, Pilate knew there was 
nothing to charge Jesus with. 
He had done nothing wrong. 
He gave the crowd a chance 
to either save him or save the 
murderer, Barabbas. As we all 
know, they saved the murder-
er and chose Christ’s death.

THE BURIAL
Typically, the burial is our 

final “goodbye.” It allows 
for some sort of closure for 
friends and family mem-
bers. Watching the casket 
close and be lowered into 
the ground (or a body car-
ried into the tomb during the 

LIFE
FROM PAGE C1

Bible days) signifies the end. 
For Christ, it was strictly sym-
bolic. The burial was neces-
sary, but only because what 
would happen next was un-
precedented. For many who 
loved Jesus, it felt like it was 
the end, but it was only the 
beginning.

THE RESURRECTION
This is the unprecedented 

part of the story. Like it is for 
everyone else, the burial was 
supposed to be the end. This 
is where our faith takes us 
from a fairy tale to a miracu-
lous event that can only be 
explained supernaturally. 
I’m so thankful for my faith, 
because without it, the rest 
of the story doesn’t make 
sense. Even those who saw 
him couldn’t believe it. God 
used an imperfect, Mary 
Magdalene, to alert the rest 
of his followers. No one could 
believe it until they saw the 
proof; the nail scars. 

For God so loved the world 
that he gave his only begot-
ten Son, that whoever believes 
in him should not perish but 
have everlasting life. John 
3:16 (NKJV)

I’m so thankful there was 
proof then, and there is still 
proof now. I can’t go through 
life without seeing God’s in-
credible work at hand. He was 
born, crucified, buried and 
resurrected. But there is more 
news! He will come again for 
his people!

I encourage each one of 
you to find a place to worship 
Easter Sunday, March 31. If 
you don’t have a church you 
call home, you are welcome 
to join us at 10:45 a.m. at 
either of our two campuses, 
The WORD @ Springtown or 
The WORD @ Lakeside. God 
Bless!

MADELYN EDWARDS | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

Three-year-old Dalton Palmer hunts 
eggs with his mother Ashley Palmer at 
Reno’s Easter egg hunt on April 8, 2023 
at Reno Elementary School.  

Happy
Easter!

From all of us at the
Tri-County Reporter
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HAPPY

HE HAS RISEN!
Rejoice in the Lord and
in this beautiful holiday.
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Unique Easter traditions from around the globe 

Guatemala’s Semana Santa (‘Easter Festival’) features detailed carpets of colored sawdust adorning a Good Friday processional route. 

Easter Sunday is a signifi-
cant day on the Christian 
calendar. Easter Sunday will 
be celebrated on March 31, 
2024, and many of those 
celebrations will feature 
some notable traditions. 
Some traditions are undoubt-
edly familiar to practicing 
Christians, while others 
might come as a surprise. 
As Easter approaches, faith-
ful Christians and others 
intrigued by the holiday can 
consider these notable tradi-
tions from around the globe.

EASTER WITCHES
Witches are typically as-

sociated with Halloween, but 
they play a role in celebrating 
Easter in Finland. According 
to the Finland Promotion 
Board, Easter traditions in the 
northern European nation 
feature a mixture of religious 
references with customs re-

lated to the arrival of spring. 
It’s not unheard of for young 
Finnish children, particularly 
girls, to dress up as Easter 
witches the Sunday before 
Easter and go from door 
to door requesting treats 
in exchange for offerings 
designed to drive away evil 
spirits. The FPB notes that it’s 
even common for children in 
western Finland to don their 
witch outfits and roam on 
Easter Sunday.

FIREWORKS IN FLORENCE
The folk tradition of 

Scoppio del Carro (‘Explosion 
of the Cart’) takes place in 
Florence, Italy. The Uffizi 
Gallery reports that this tra-
dition can be traced to the 
First Crusade in 1099. During 
the first Easter in Jerusalem, 
Crusaders gave the blessed 
fire to the people as a symbol 
of purification. That custom 

has endured in Florence, 
where each Easter Sunday 
morning around 10 a.m. a 
candle is lit in the church of 
Santi Apostoli. That same 
candle is then used to light an 
antique cart loaded with fire-
works, marking the beginning 
of a display that lasts around 
20 minutes.

THE CARPETS OF SEMANA 
SANTA

Carpets might not be the 
first thing most Easter cel-
ebrants think of when pon-
dering the holiday, but that 
might be the case for anyone 
who’s ever spent the holi-
day in Antigua, Guatemala. 
Guatemala’s Semana Santa 
(‘Easter Festival’) features 
detailed carpets of colored 
sawdust adorning a Good 
Friday processional route. 
Preparation for the colorful 
and stunning display begins 

months in advance as the in-
tricate carpets require ample 
time to produce.

WHIPS IN THE
CZECH REPUBLIC

Among the more unique 
Easter traditions takes place 
each Easter Monday in the 
Czech Republic. In adher-
ence to this tradition, known 
locally as pomlázka, boys, 
and sometimes men, gather 
willow branches and braid 
them together into whips. 
The whips are then decorated 
with ribbons before boys visit 
girls (or men visit women) 
who they know and lightly 
tap them with the whips. The 
tradition is believed to bring 
women luck, vitality and 
fertility.

These are just some of 
the unique traditions many 
Christians adhere to as part 
of their Easter celebrations.  

A tradiitional ‘pomlázka’ believed to bring women luck, vitality and 
fertility.

The Scoppio del Carro, or the “Explosion of the Cart”, dates back over 
350 years. An elaborate wagon built in 1622 and standing two to 
three stories high is pulled by a pair of oxen decorated in garlands 
through the streets of Florence to the square between the Baptistry 
and Cathedral.
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