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Hop on these tips for a great Easter egg hunt 
STAFF REPORTS

Egg hunts are a traditional 
component of many people’s 
Easter celebrations. Children 
often delight in searching for 
eggs around the house or in 
the backyard. Egg hunts are 
so popular that they have be-
come a component of many 
town-sponsored festivities. In 
fact, the White House hosts 
its annual Easter Egg Roll 
each year.

There are many ways to 
make Easter egg hunts more 
enjoyable and productive for 
participants of all ages. Try 
these ‘eggcellent’ ideas.

• Designate a clear hunt-
ing area. Young children can 
grow frustrated searching for 
eggs in large areas. Set pa-
rameters for the search area 
that are manageable depend-
ing on the ages of the chil-
dren participating. If you’ll be 
in a large yard or field, tape 
off the search area perimeter.

• Vary the prizes. Candy, 
candy and more candy seems 
to be the name of the game 
on Easter. But too many 
sweets can lead to stom-
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In 2023 Springtown’s Hop & Shop event marked the return of the city’s Easter egg hunt. Aided by their families, children rushed around to grab as many eggs as possible. 

BRANDON GEARY
Pastor, Merge Community Church

I asked Jesus to be my 
Savior and Lord when I was 
a freshman in high school 
in 1994. I can remember the 
moment I knew of my need 
for Jesus. I had been going 
to church for a few months. 
I was invited to an AWANA 
event by a friend. Actually, he 
invited me to come swim at 
his house, and I asked “will 
there be girls there?” He said 
“Yes, but we have to do a little 
church stuff first.” I respond-
ed, “Will there be girls there?” 
He said “Yes.” I am pretty 

sure I could not have said yes 
fast enough. That conversa-
tion was toward the end of 
my eighth-grade year and 
started an adventure with 
God I had not realized was 
going to continue to carry me 
through this very moment. 

I started going to youth, 
which was a mixed bag filled 
with freshman boys who 
were promised girls would 
be there, only to discover 
it was a bunch of let-down 
freshman guys who were just 
invisible in the big pond of 
high school. But we started 
to learn about God’s love and 
our need for Jesus. I can re-

member the moment I knew 
I needed him. It was just out-

We are made alive because 
Jesus told the truth

Brandon Geary
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Pondering the 
life of Christ
TAYLOR TOMLIN
Campus pastor at The WORD @ Springtown

As we quickly approach 
Resurrection Sunday, my 
thoughts have been continu-
ously on our Lord and Savior, 
Jesus Christ. As I prepare for 
my first Easter Sunday mes-
sage as a pastor, I will give 
you a look through the scope 
of my lens recently. I’ve been 
thinking and reflecting often 
about significant events in 
Christ’s life:

THE BIRTH
Even from birth, there was 

Taylor Tomlin with his wife and family.PLEASE SEE LIFE  | C9

How Palm Sunday and Resurrection Sunday both fulfill promises and prophecies
REV. TIMOTHY MCKEOWN
GracePointe Church

The nation of Israel is cer-
tainly in the news and also in 
the hearts and concerns of 
many of us who have been 
to the Holy Land. Likewise, 
at this time of year, many 
pastors are preaching on the 
Passover and the crucifix-
ion of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ. In some years, PLEASE SEE PROMISES | C7

Resurrection Sunday and 
Passover occur on exactly the 
same day and even in years 
like 2024, the two “holy days” 
are always celebrated within 
a month of each other. 

Jesus and the early 
Christians, notably the 
Apostle Paul, observed the 
Jewish religious feasts, in-
cluding the feasts of the 
Unleavened Bread, the 
Passover, and First Fruits, 

the first three feasts on the 
Jewish calendar. All are in-
tricately interwoven into the 
death, burial and resurrec-
tion of Jesus Christ. 

But even before these 
events, on Palm Sunday, we 
see Jesus making a “trium-
phal entry” into Jerusalem. 
It, too, has a prophetic align-
ment with prophecies from 
the Old Testament.

Palm trees have always 

been linked with Israel, and 
were it not for the gospel of 
John, we would not have even 
called the Sunday before the 
Resurrection “Palm Sunday.” 
Only in John 12:13 do we spe-
cifically see the people laying 
down palm branches as they 
proclaim, “Hosanna! ‘Blessed 
is he who comes in the name 
of the LORD!’ The King of 
Israel!” 

Palm branches symbolize 

victory, triumph and peace, 
as do a king riding on a colt. 
Both Zechariah 9:9 and 1 
Kings 1:33 show that Jesus 
riding in on a colt symboli-
cally showed that a king had 
arrived. “Rejoice greatly, 
O daughter of Zion! Shout, 
O daughter of Jerusalem! 
Behold, your King is coming 

Rev. Timothy McKeown
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Locally Owned and Serving the Community for Over 49 Years

Accepting Medicare, Medicaid, Private Pay, 
United Healthcare, Blue Cross Blue Shield, Care N Care

HEALTH CARE & REHABILITATION

Egg-sperience the

Difference

Laci Gray
Business Development Director

Welcome to Azle Manor - the cornerstone in 
Rehabilitation and Skilled Nursing care.

721 Dunaway Lane, Azle, 76020
817-444-2536 • www.azle-manor.com

MAIN SERVICE
STARTS AT 10:45AM

NO EVENING SERVICE

EASTER
MARCH 31ST

500 N. MAIN
STREET
SPRINGTOWN, TX

FBCSTOWN.ORG

Meanings behind the Easter lily 
Easter symbols and tradi-

tions help make the holiday 
familiar and special. Eggs, hot 
cross buns and frilly church 
dresses help paint the pic-
ture, and so does a delicate 
and beautiful white flower.

The Easter lily plant is na-
tive to both Taiwan and the 
Ryukyu Islands of Japan. 
The plant’s flowering season 
begins in April and ends in 
June. The plant produces 
pure white flowers on top of 
long stems. Easter lilies often 
adorn homes and church al-
tars during this time of year. 

Tradition states that the 
Easter lily originated in the 
Garden of Eden from the 
teardrops of Eve that spread 
when she and Adam were 
cast out of the garden. These 
were believed to be tears of 
repentance. 

Historians and biblical 
scholars say that the lily has 
always been highly regard-
ed in the Christian Church. 
Jesus even references the 
flower in Luke 12:27, stating 
‘Consider the lilies how they 
grow: they toil not, they spin 
not; and yet I say unto you, 
that Solomon in all his glory 
was not arrayed like one of 

these.’ Legend has it that, 
after Jesus’ death and res-
urrection, lilies were found 
growing in the Garden of 
Gethsemane, where Jesus is 
said to have prayed before 
his crucifixion. They were 
believed to have sprung up 
from a drop of sweat from his 
brow when his head was bent 
in prayer.

In Easter celebrations, 
the lily represents Christ’s 
Resurrection, and thusly 
new birth and new life. The 
delicate, white blooms can be 
viewed as pure, innocent and 
untainted by the world. 

The flower itself is used in 
various ways to tell the res-
urrection story. The bulb is 
buried in the ground as a rep-
resentation of Christ’s tomb. 
The trumpet-shaped fra-
grant flowers also announce 
life after death, since bulbed 
flowers often regrow year 
after year, according to the 
religious resource All About 
Jesus. And the trumpet shape 
signifies the angel Gabriel’s 
trumpet call.

It’s common for Easter lilies 
to decorate homes, churches, 
gardens, and more through-
out the Easter season.  In Easter celebrations, the lily represents Christ’s Resurrection, and thusly new birth and new life.

ach aches for young Easter 
celebrants. Instead, mix and 
match the prizes contained 
in the eggs. Candy can be in 
some, money in others, and 
perhaps small toys in a few 
eggs. Another clever idea is 
to mix the egg hunt with cha-
rades. Put charade prompts 

HUNT
FROM PAGE C1

in some eggs so that kids 
have to act out what they 
read inside for added fun.

• Special privilege egg. Hide 
one egg that gives the finder 
the opportunity for a special 
honor. It may include getting 
the first slice of the holiday 
ham or being able to choose 
a movie that the entire fam-
ily watches together after 
dinner.

• Label eggs for equity. 
When there are children 
across a wide range of ages, 
label the eggs with the chil-
dren’s names or utilize a 
color-coded system to ensure 
that everyone has an equal 
shot at finding eggs.

• Keep a master list. It can 

be hard to remember where 
each egg is hidden, so keep a 
running list of where they are 
or take photos with a phone 
of the hiding spots. This way 
you’re not left to discover a 
chocolate-filled egg teeming 
with ants come summertime.

• Make custom baskets. 
Children will need something 
to carry their eggs. Prior to 
the egg hunt, let them deco-
rate bags or baskets with 
Easter trinkets for custom 
creations.

Easter egg hunts are a 
time-honored tradition. The 
opportunities for fun are 
endless when families plan 
accordingly.  

Keep a master list. It can be 
hard to remember where 
each egg is hidden, so keep a 
running list of where they are 
or take photos with a phone of 
the hiding spots.
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321 W. Main St., Azle • 817-752-2002
499 E. Hwy 199, Springtown • 682-302-9507

OPEN Mon-Fri 10 am - 7 pm Sat 10 am - 6 pm, Sun 11 am - 5 pm

Select Mattresses • Furniture • Recliners 
Sheets • Mattress Protectors • Adjustable Base

WITH A NEW MATTRESS

Egg-stra Comfort 
for Every Bunny

Save Big Bunny Bucks with our No Credit Financing

HOPPYHOPPY 
Easter!Easter!

The significance of 
various symbols of Easter 

Easter Sunday is a day when 
Christians across the globe 
celebrate the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ. Data from the 
Pew Research Center indi-
cates there are approximately 
2.4 billion Christians across 
the globe, which accounts for 
nearly one-third of the global 
population.

Though certain Christians 
groups do not celebrate 
Easter, many consider it the 
holiest day of the year. Given 
that significance, it’s no sur-
prise Easter is steeped in 
symbolism. The following are 
some of the many symbols 
of Easter and what they rep-
resent to faithful Christians 
across the globe.

EGGS
Eggs might now be more in-

stantly associated with Easter 
egg hunts for children, but 
the American Bible Society 
notes that eggs are symbol-
ic of more than just fun for 
kids. Eggs represent the new 
life that’s symbolic of spring, 
which is when Easter occurs 
in the northern hemisphere. 
Christians view eggs as a re-
minder of the resurrection of 
Jesus. Interestingly, though 
colored eggs are often seen as 
a fun Easter activity for kids, 
the ABS notes that the tradi-
tion dates back to the early 
days of Christianity, when 
red-colored eggs were used to 
represent the resurrection.

CRUCIFIX
The crucifix, which is a 

distinct representation of a 
cross with Jesus Christ on it, 
is symbolic of the crucifixion 
and subsequent resurrec-
tion of Jesus. The ABS notes 
that the resurrection of Jesus 
symbolizes his victory over 
the power of sin and death. 

THE LAMB
Jesus is referred to in the 

Bible as the ‘Lamb of God’ 
(Revelation 5:6-14), so the 
lamb is another important 
Easter symbol for Christians. 
In addition, in John (1:29), 
Jesus is referred to by John 
the Baptist as the ‘Lamb of 
God who takes away the sin of 
the world.’

EASTER BUNNY
Another symbol, like Easter 

eggs, that people could be 
forgiven for mistaking as 
purely secular, the Easter 
Bunny is not entirely separate 
from the spiritual meaning of 

the holiday. As noted, Easter, 
even though it’s a moveable 
feast, takes place in spring 
in the northern hemisphere 
each year. Spring is symbolic 
of rebirth, and the hare was a 
symbol of fertility among the 
ancient pagans. The spirit of 
rebirth associated with rab-
bits, particularly in spring, 
also is reminiscent of the res-
urrection of Jesus from his 
tomb.

Easter is celebrated across 
the globe. Those celebrations 
feature many significant reli-
gious symbols that have with-
stood the test of time.  

Easter bunnies and eggs symbolize new life, rebirth and fertility.

SALES & INSTALLATION
Honesty & Quality Are Our Best Reference! Family Owned & Operated

12 Months No Interest Financing Available W.A.C.

Wood • Tile • Vinyl Plank • Carpet • Shower

Open Mon.-Fri. 8:30 am - 5 pm Sat. 9 am - 2 pm

www.springtownfloors.com • SpringtownFloors@yahoo.com

2597 W. Hwy 199, 
Springtown

817-668-6363

817-270-3340817-270-3340
TriCountyReporter.comTriCountyReporter.com

FOR 
ONE 
YEAR

$$4040
ONLINE

FOR 
ONE 
YEAR

$$7070
OUT-OF-COUNTY

FOR 
ONE 
YEAR

$$5050
IN-COUNTY
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• Learn about your equipment and plumbing
• Basic water chemistry
• FREE Book about topics discussed
• 10% Off in store coupon
• Weekly Service on Inground Pools Available

One of our trained technicians will come to your home 
and explain to you how your pool system works!

Needing help
with your pool
or equipment?

1401 SE Pkwy, Azle
817-238-0890

AQUALINE AQUALINE 
POOLSPOOLS

Established in 1980
WE BELIEVE IN QUALITY

ROOFING 
& METAL 

BUILDINGS
TODD HUSE 817-304-4224

RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL
All Types of Roofing. • Experts in Metal, Composition & Repairs

WE’LL BE HERE AFTER THE STORM.

• Free Estimates
• Insurance Claims Assistance
• Emergency Storm Repairs

• 24-Hour Assistance
• 3-Year Labor Guarantee
• Local References

Dr. Dustin Fields • 729 Boyd Road • Azle
817-444-3289

HOURS: M-F 8-5:30, Closed for Lunch 12-1:30

Care for Feline and Canine

502 E. Hwy. 199 
Springtown

817-523-0009

Happy 
Easter!State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company, State Farm 

Fire and Casualty Company, State Farm General Insurance Company, Bloomingly, IL. State Farm 
County Mutual Insurance Company of Texas State Farm Lloyds, Richardson, TX

State Farm Florida Insurance Company, Winter Haven, FL 2001866

Kyrstin Daniels 
107 W. Main St., Azle, TX 76020

817-398-9496 
fax: 817-635-8485
myazleagent.com

Happy

EASTER!119 Industrial Ave. 
Next to Dollar General

817-444-2222

GET QUOTES
SuttonPrinting@aol.com

Digital & Gloss Full Color Business Cards
Gloss Full • Color Post Cards • Yard Signs

Full Color Banners • Copy Paper

Digital Business 
Cards 250250
$$29299999ONLY

Local Delivery • Metro Delivery • UPS

A life-changing decision
DAVID SHAFFER
Dr. David Shaff er and his wife, Daniele, are 
Azle-area residents. David is director of Son 
Shine Ministries (equipfamilies.org) and has 
been a member of the Azle Area Ministerial 
Alliance since 1985 (azlema.com). david@
equipfamilies.org | 817-444-3777

As a child, I remember ob-
serving God’s creation and 
marveling at the diversity and 
complexity. I would look up 
at the night sky and become 
overwhelmed by the vastness 
of our universe.

Even a simple housefly 
would amaze me. Within 
hours of entering its adult 
phase, a fly discovers how to 
use its wings. It knows how to 
navigate its flight pattern and 
instinctively what its purpose 
is. When I looked around at 
the varied inhabitants of this 
world, I knew it was no acci-
dent; a Designer existed who 
is far greater than we are. I 
knew that God had to be real.

Since God existed, I fig-
ured the probability for life 
beyond death was high. The 
stories about heaven and 
hell resonated with me as 
legitimate. So, I began as-
sessing how I could make it 
to heaven. I assumed that at 
the end of my life, God would 
somehow weigh all the good 
I had done along with all the 
bad and determine which 
was heaviest. If my good out-

weighed the bad, I reasoned, I 
would make it into heaven.

With this in mind, I tried 
to be a good guy. Some days 
would go well, but I never 
consistently maintained a 
pattern of goodness. With my 
failures came uncertainty. 
How could I know for sure 
that I would go to heaven?

The Good News, I found 
out when I was in the eighth 
grade, is that we can know 
with certainty that we will go 
to heaven. I’ll never forget the 
simple but profound message 
about salvation I heard at a 
conference in San Antonio. Let 
me share with you what hit 
home with me the night I be-
came a Christian in 1976.

I was told that God loves 
me and has a plan for my life. 
Rather than man’s wisdom, 
reasoning or guessing, the 

Bible (God’s word) was the 
standard for truth. In John 
3:16 (NIV) Jesus said, “For 
God so loved the world that 
he gave his one and only Son, 
that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eter-
nal life.”

The speaker explained that 
sin separates us from God. 
This is because God is holy, 
and his standard is perfec-
tion. Romans 3:23 makes it 
clear that “all have sinned.” 
While some seem to sin a lot 
more than others, the real-
ity is that we have all fallen 
short. None of us meets 
God’s standard.

I realized the big problem 
this caused when Romans 
6:23 (NIV) was read; it says, 
“For the wages of sin is death, 
but the gift of God is eternal 
life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 
In other words, what I had 
earned (my wage or pay-
ment) for my sin was death. 
This verse contrasts death 
with eternal life, so this is an 
eternal separation from God. 
That’s the ultimate bad news.

God is just, so this penalty 
for sin must be paid. This 
rendered my plan of making 
it to heaven based on good 
works ineffectual! I realized I 
could never be good enough 
to earn a spot in heaven be-
cause even one sin separates 
me from God.

The penalty of my sin 
rested solely on me unless 
someone else was willing to 
pay my penalty of death. I 
can’t imagine anyone volun-
teering for that, and an obvi-
ous problem would be that 
no one qualifies because we 
are all sinners. It would take 
someone who was like me 
(a human) who never sinned 
and who was willing to die 
for me.

As I continued to listen 
to the speaker, he excitedly 
stated that Jesus Christ was 
willing. He paid the price for 
our sins with his death on 
the cross.

While on Earth, Jesus 
was confronted with vari-
ous temptations but never 
sinned. He proclaimed, “I am 
the way and the truth and 
the life. No one comes to the 
Father except through me” 
(John 14:6, NIV).

His death was full payment 
for our sins, making it possi-
ble to be in relationship forev-
er with God. No one else could 
have paid that price for us.

Christ’s death is not the 
end of the story. In fact, 
the Apostle Paul wrote in 1 
Corinthians 15:17 (NLT) that 
“. . . if Christ has not been 
raised, then your faith is use-
less and you are still guilty of 
your sins.”

Fortunately, Christ was 

raised! We celebrate Easter 
to commemorate the reality 
of the bodily resurrection of 
Jesus. God the Father demon-
strated his power over death 
by raising his Son, giving 
hope to all who place their 
trust in Christ.

If you hear someone say on 
Easter Sunday, “He is risen,” 
feel free to joyfully respond, 
“He is risen indeed!”

After listening intently 
to the speaker, I believed 
the Gospel (the message of 
Christ’s death and resur-
rection), and I accepted the 
precious gift of salvation 
by trusting in Jesus Christ 
alone for the forgiveness of 
my sins. The decision I made 
years ago changed my life 
forever.

We are each offered this 
ultimate gift (eternal life 
with God) despite what we 
deserve (eternal separation 
from God). This is grace. And 
the Bible says that “. . . it is by 
grace you have been saved, 
through faith . . .” (Ephesians 
2:8, NIV). It also says in John 
1:12 (NET), “But to all who 
have received him — those 
who believe in his name — he 
has given the right to become 
God’s children.”

You can know with certain-
ty that you’re a Christian! If 
you have never trusted Jesus 
as your Savior, the invitation 

to do so is before you.
If you believe Jesus died 

for your sins and are ready 
to place your trust in him for 
your eternal salvation, you 
may do so right where you 
are.

If it helps you, here is 
a prayer similar to what 
I prayed when I accepted 
Christ; feel free to use it, or 
pray using your own words: 
“Dear Father, thank you for 
the love you have for me. I 
trust in Jesus as my Savior, 
and I believe that his death on 
the cross paid the penalty for 
my sins. Thank you for your 
forgiveness. I pray this grate-
fully in the name of Jesus. 
Amen.”

If you have accepted God’s 
gift of grace, you have made 
the most important deci-
sion of your life! If you just 
did this, I hope you share the 
great news with your family 
and friends! I encourage you 
to nourish your newfound 
faith by becoming involved at 
a local Christian church.

If you have made it to the 
end of this article and are left 
with unanswered questions, 
feel free to reach out to me. 
I would be honored to hear 
your thoughts and would wel-
come a conversation.

May God bless and keep 
you (with certainty) in Jesus’ 
name!

David Shaff er

Because of Easter, my hope is not heaven
JOSH TOLLISON
Senior Pastor, Lighthouse
Harbor Church, Pelican Bay

Ask someone “What hap-
pens to people when they 
die?” and you may be sur-
prised at the answer you get. 
“They just die,” some will say. 
“I don’t know,” say others. 
But, most often the answer I 
hear is “They go to heaven.”

And that is true, accord-
ing to the Bible. Whether 
we call it “heaven,” “para-
dise,” or something else, the 
spirits of Christians who die 
on this earth go to be with 
the Lord. In his letter to the 

Philippians, the Apostle Paul 
makes this claim explicit; 
speaking of the possibility 
of his martyrdom, he says, 
“My desire is to depart and be 
with Christ” (Phil. 1:23, ESV, 
emphasis mine). We see it 
again in Jesus’s words to the 
thief on the cross, “Today you 
will be with me in paradise” 
(Luke 23:43, ESV). And these 
are just two examples among 
many.

Still, just like the cross is 
not the end of Jesus’ story, 
neither is heaven the end of 
ours. Something else hap-
pened on Easter morning, 
two thousand years ago, that 

changed everything: Jesus 
Christ rose from the dead.

The ancient Church in 
Corinth struggled with the 
idea of resurrection. It con-
fronted all its philosophical 
presuppositions and bucked 
against its understanding of 
the world.  So, in his first let-
ter to them, the Apostle Paul 
attacks their misunderstand-
ings head on: “If there is no 
resurrection of the dead,” he 
says, “then not even Christ 
has been raised. And if Christ 
has not been raised, then our 
preaching is in vain and your 
faith is in vain” (1 Cor. 15:13-
14, ESV). Strong words! 

He continues, “But in fact 
Christ has been raised from 
the dead, the first fruits 
of those who have fallen 
asleep. For as by a man came 
death, by a man has come 
also the resurrection of the 
dead . . . But each in his own 
order: Christ the firstfruits, 
then at his coming those 
who belong to Christ” (1 Cor. 
15:20-21, 23, ESV). So then, 
Jesus is the first to rise again, 
but not the last. And when 
Christ comes again, all those 
who belong to him will rise 
again, too.

That may sound strange 
to you, but it is thoroughly 

Biblical. God made us soul 
and body, and to lose one or 
the other is to be incomplete. 
But the promise of Easter is 
that death is not the end, and 
neither is heaven. Because 
Jesus rose again, our hope 
is better than that. For all 
who repent and believe in his 
name, we are promised that 
we will live forever — not as 
bodiless souls in a faraway 
place, but in new and perfect 
bodies, raised from death to 
eternal life, on an Earth made 
new by a King who defeated 
death on that first Easter 
morning.Josh Tollison
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EASTER SERVICE
March 31, 10:45 am

BY THE WORD
Baptist Church

200 W. N. Woody Rd.
Azle, TX 76020

You’re
Invited!

SUNRISE SERVICE
at Shady Grove Park Beach
940 Stribling Dr. Azle, TX

March 31, 6:45 am

Taco Plate
Plate Comes w/Rice,
Beans & 24 oz Drink

Chicken
SINGLE 2.29
PLATE 9.99

Beef
SINGLE 2.29
PLATE 9.99

BURGERS
Hamburger 4.99

7.99 Meal  
Cheeseburger 4.99 

7.99 Meal 

Plate MenuPlate Menu ALL PLATES COME WITH A 24 oz. DRINK

TORTA PLATE
Rice & Beans or Fries

9.99
TORTA

6.99

GORDITA PLATE
w/Rice & Beans 

9.99
GORDITA

3.49

QUESADILLA PLATE
w/Rice & Beans 

8.99
QUESADILLA

5.99
TOSTADA PLATE

w/Rice & Beans 

9.99
TOSTADA 

3.49

SOPES PLATE
w/Rice & Beans 

9.99
SOPES

3.49

COMBO PLATE
w/1 tostada, 1 taco

& 1 bean burrito

9.99

TAMALES AVAILABLE ALL LOCATIONS • PRICES MAY VARY

BEAN BURRITO 1.89
Bean & cheese

COMBO BURRITO 3.29
Meat, Cheese & Beans

REGULAR BURRITO 3.29
Meat, Cheese & Pico de Gallo

SUPER BURRITO 4.49
Meat, Cheese, Lettuce,
Pico de Gallo, Sour Cream
& Sauteed Onions

EL GORDO BURRITO 6.99
Meat, Rice, Beans, Lettuce, Cilantro,
Cheese, Sour Cream & Sauteed
Onions, Pico de Gallo

Burrito SpecialBurrito Special

Choice of Meat:
BEEF

CHICKEN
BARBACOA
AL-PASTOR

CHICHARRON
CARNITAS

CALL IN YOUR ORDER TODAY!CALL IN YOUR ORDER TODAY!

FISH BASKET
2 pcs. Fish, Fries,

Texas Toast,
24 oz Drink

9.99
FISH TACO 

PLATE

9.99
NACHOS
Regular 4.99
Super 7.99

Family
Specials
12 TACOS

1 Pint Of Rice &
1 Pint Of Beans 

27.99
10 TACOS
SPECIAL

19.99

Biscuits
Chicken Biscuit 1.89 • Sausage 1.89
Bacon 1.89 • Sausage & Egg 2.39
Sausage & Cheese 2.39
Sausage, Egg & Cheese 2.99
Sausage, Egg, Cheese & Bacon 3.29

229999Breakfast Burritos
Sausage, Egg & Cheese
Bacon, Egg & Cheese
Chorizo, Potato & Egg
Potato, Egg & Cheese

www.mytacotime.com
Centerpoint Kwik Stop • 11652 FM 730 N

817-444-3947
730 South Kwik Stop • 12555 FM 730 S

817-270-5430
Boyd Kwik Stop • 213 E. Rock Island Ave.

940-433-2466

Springtown Kwik Stop • 432 TX-199
817-523-4422

Springtown Kwik Stop #2 • 529 N Main St.
817-523-2888

Bridgeport Kwik Stop • 1206 Hovey St.
940-683-4190

Thank You For Voting!
Kwik Stop: Best 
Convenience Store
Taco Time:
Best Tacos

side the baseball field where 
you can buy tickets for the 
games today. That night I 
called the dad who was our 
AWANA leader; two weeks 
later he met me at the altar 
and we prayed and I went 
public with my faith. 

One thing in those ear-
ly days that struck me as 
strange was our relation-

TRUTH
FROM PAGE C1

ship with Easter — specifi-
cally, the Resurrection we 
celebrate on Easter morning. 
What was constantly shared 
with me was the death of 
Jesus on the cross and his 
willingness to die for my 
sins. The cross, after all, has 
become the iconic symbol 
of our faith. The Jewish peo-
ple have the Star of David, 
Muslims have the crescent 
and we have the cross. As 
a young Christian I felt the 
Resurrection was simply a 
cherry on the top of a sundae 
we celebrated on a Sunday. I 

had no idea how vital it was 
to my new identity, made 
possible because of Christ 
Jesus. 

You see friend, the cross 
is about death and the 
Resurrection is about life. 
Both work together to help 
us see the heart of God the 
Father. As a pastor, I have 
a lot of favorite verses and 
passages and near the top of 
that list is Ephesians chapter 
2. The whole chapter is great 
because it builds a case for 
all of us. In these verses we 
can see where we are, where 

we were and where we are 
heading if we know Jesus 
as our personal Savior and 
Lord. The chapter’s open-
ing lines are “And you were 
dead in trespasses and sins 
. . .” This death is important 
to recognize and realize. My 
sin didn’t simply break God’s 
heart, it broke my relation-
ship with Him. The cost of 
sin is death.” 

Just when I had no hope or 
ability to be brought back to 
life, the hero of all our sto-
ries enters. Paul will begin 
verse 4 with two words, “BUT 

GOD . . .”! There is a tempta-
tion to get in the way here 
and commentate the rest of 
the verse, but I assure you 
if you allow it to wash over 
you there is no commentary 
necessary. “But God, being 
rich in mercy, because of 
the great love with which he 
loved us, even when we were 
dead in our trespasses, made 
us alive together with Christ 
. . .” 

We are made alive because 
Jesus told the truth about 
coming back from the grave. 
The cross is about death; the 

Resurrection is about life 
and life abundantly! There is 
so much more to say about 
this great relationship be-
cause of the cross and the 
Resurrection — more than 
this space allows. So, I will 
leave you with this . . . we 
never graduate from the 
beauty of the cross AND the 
Resurrection! Both work to-
gether to reveal the heart of 
God’s love for you. May we 
make this our greatest cel-
ebration, not just on Easter 
Sunday but every day and ev-
ery minute of our lives!

Where will you live
your everlasting life?
LARRY DAVIS
Pastor, Grace and Faith Center

Easter is defined as the 
most important and old-
est festival of the Christian 
Church, celebrating the resur-
rection of Jesus Christ. It is 
held in the western church 
between March 21 and April 
25, on the first Sunday after 
the first full moon following 
the Northern spring equinox. 
However, the story of the 
Good News of Jesus Christ is 
not only his resurrection, but 
it is the who, why, what, when 
and where.

Jesus’ birth was like mine 
and yours except that his 
mother was a virgin, and his 
dad was God. Jesus’ life was 
fairly normal, and he grew 
as we all do, working as a 
carpenter.

When he was 30, he began 
his ministry as the Savior of 
the world. As he lived, his life 
portrayed the love that God 
has for you and I.

We know that because 
Jesus said he only does what 
he sees the Father do and he 
only says what the Father 
says — we can partake in 
the Kingdom of God (John 
5:19 and John 12:49). Like 
this: God so loved the world 

that He gave his only Son 
that whoever believes in Him 
should not perish but have ev-
erlasting life (John 3:16). This 
is the Good News of Jesus 
Christ. 

Jesus’ life was an example 
of the love, hope, faith, grace 
and truth he made available 
to all who would believe. But 
not all believed, not all loved 
and not all followed him.

In fact, the religious leaders 
of that time hated him and 
eventually killed Jesus.

During Jesus’ three-and-a-
half years in the ministry, he 
introduced, initiated, orches-
trated and fulfilled the rea-
son for his presence on earth. 
That was to give to you and 
I a way into God’s presence 
and the opportunity to join 
the Kingdom of God. 

We can be transformed 
out of the kingdom of dark-
ness into the Kingdom of 
Light, with the guarantee of 
everlasting life in heaven in-
stead of an eternity in hell. 
Jesus was beaten, crucified, 
buried, and three days later 
rose again for you and I. That 
means Jesus won the war 
over the devil for control of 
the Earth and heaven!  

Where will you live your ev-
erlasting life?

Why is Easter Sunday such an
important Christian holiday? 

Christians around the 
world fill church pews on 
Easter Sunday to participate 
in one of the most holy and 
important celebrations of 
the liturgical year. Although 
every Sunday presents op-
portunities to share in the 
word of God, Easter Sunday 
is an especially signifi-
cant date on the Christian 
calendar.

Each Easter, Christians cel-
ebrate the miracle of Christ’s 
defeat over death through 
his resurrection and ascen-
sion to his father’s side in 
heaven. However awe-in-
spiring, Easter is much more 
than this event and its retell-
ing. Easter actually is the 
core of the Christian religion 
as it has come to be known, 
including inspiring the ritu-
als and teachings that have 
been shared for nearly 2,000 
years. Without the events 
that unfolded during Holy 
Week, the Christian faith 
would not exist as it was 
prophesied. Christ’s selfless 
sacrifice on the cross for oth-
ers’ sins, as well as his mirac-
ulous resurrection, are the 
anchors upon which all of 
Christianity has been built.

In 1 Corinthians 15:17, 
St. Paul wrote, ‘And if Christ 

has not been raised, your 
faith is futile and you are still 
in your sins.’ Pope Benedict 
VVI similarly summarized 
St. Paul’s words, indicat-
ing that if the resurrection 
were taken away, it may be 
possible to piece together 
ideas about God and men, 
but the Christian faith would 
be ‘dead.’ In his book, Jesus 
of Nazareth, Pope Benedict 
further wrote, ‘Jesus would 
be a failed religious leader; he 
would then remain purely hu-
man, and his authority would 
extend only so far as his mes-
sage is of interest to us.’

According to Christianity.
com, Easter is part of the re-
demptive plan of mankind. 
It is worthy of celebration 
because it proved to people 
that Jesus is the Son of God. 
This gives Christians confi-
dence that there is life after 
death, and they will have the 
same power working in them 
that raised Jesus from the 
dead.

Out of Holy Week and 
Easter also came the start of 
Christian masses. On Holy 
Thursday, Jesus introduced 
his disciples to the bread that 
they ate at the Last Supper 
as ‘his body’ and the wine 
as ‘his blood.’ This would 

serve as the basis for the 
Christian celebration of Holy 
Communion, which remains 
a vital component of the faith 

On Holy Thursday, Jesus and his disciples ate bread and wine 
symbolizing the fl esh of Christ. This ritual would serve as the basis 
for the Christian celebration of Holy Communion, which remains a 
vital component of worship.

and religious services.
Easter inspires Christians 

across the globe to celebrate 
their faith. 



C6 Easter 2024 www.tri-countyreporter.com THURSDAY, March 28, 2024

405 Commerce Street
Azle, Texas 76020

www.nbt.bank | 817.759.9001

Come see 
what 

hometown 
banking can 
do for you!

Come see 
what 

hometown 
banking can 
do for you!

Exceeding Expectations

Come see what hometown 
banking can do for you!

Authorized Dealer: Rheem • Comfortmaker • Amana

SERVICING ALL BRANDS
SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATION

Residential & Commercial

817-270-8811 OFFICE

817-239-8710 CELL

Russell Reed, Owner
TACLBO17933C

QUALITY AT REASONABLE RATES

A/C &
HEAT
BY RUSSELL

3221 E. Hwy 199 • 817-444-2855Easter
at First United

Methodist Springtown

Sunday, March 31

SUNRISE SERVICE
(parking lot) 7:00 am

TRADITIONAL SERVICE
11:00 am

www.springtownumc.com
109 W. 3rd St., Springtown, TX

MADELYN EDWARDS
TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

Members of the Tedder family 
take a picture with the Easter 
bunny at the 2023 Springtown 
Hop & Shop event on the Square. 
From left are 3-year-old Indigo 
Tedder, 6-month-old Lennox 
Tedder, and Madison Tedder.
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Call Us At 817-237-3325

Customers 
who use 
Joe Rider 
Propane 
SAVE an 
average of 
$250/year!

SERVING THE AZLE AREA SINCE 1954
FREE SYSTEM CHECK • NO FEES

Switch Today 
and get a FREE 
$25 gift card!

GUNS • AMMO • GUN REPAIR
NEW • PREOWNED • CONSIGNMENT

Let us help you with all your
personal, home defense needs!

FREE LAYAWAY • WE TRADE
Consignments Welcomed

101A N Main St in Springtown
ON THE SQUARE

817-538-7557
SquareGuns.com Azle • Springtown • Mineral Wells • Weatherford 

817-444-3211 • www.whitesfuneral.com

Our family serving your family since 1908

• Full Service
Funeral Home

• Cremation
Services

• Pre-Need
Plans

Bob White,
Anita White
and Zack Bellenger

CLEANERS 

and LAUNDRY

489 Hwy 199 West • 817-220-2499
Brookshire Shopping Center, Springtown 

Mon - Fri 5 am - 7 pm • Sat 8 am - 2 pm

• Dry Cleaning
• Laundry • Alterations
• Draperies
• Comforters
• Bridal Gowns
•  Leather & Boot Repair
•  Wash & Fold

TEACHER DISCOUNT 

20% DRY CLEANING WITH ID CARD

519 N. Stewart St., Azle

817-270-2736
ladybugquiltfabric.com

Quilt Fabric
Mon – Fri 10 am – 4 pm 

Sat 10 am – 3 pm

140 W. Main St.  • Azle140 W. Main St.  • Azle
817-444-4613817-444-4613

Propane & TanksPropane & Tanks
RURAL GAS SUPPLY

Celebrating 77 Years

REFILLS 
AVAILABLE!

Kiss in the dark
DR. G. WESLEY SHOTWELL
Pastor, Ash Creek Baptist Church

I have been thinking about 
Judas lately. Judas betrayed 
his friend Jesus with a kiss in 
the dark. Bible scholars have 
debated his motive for centu-
ries, but whatever the motive 
it came from a dark place.

The Gospel of Matthew 
says that the next morning, 
when it was light, Judas was 
“seized with remorse.” He 
tried to undo what he had 
done, but there are some 
things that cannot be undone 
once they are done. “I have 
sinned,” he confessed to 
the religious leaders, look-
ing for mercy and grace. But 

he found no mercy or grace 
from them. “What do we 
care?” they said. “That’s your 
problem.” All Judas could 
do now was throw the blood 
money to the mercy seat in 
the temple.

Remorse is hard to relieve. 
When you have done some-
thing that can’t be undone 
it is hard to find mercy and 
grace. Often, even pastors 
and church people hold back 
mercy as if to say, “What do 
we care? That’s your prob-
lem.” No wonder sinners 
don’t come to church for 
relief.

Judas’ story does not end 
well. Matthew tells us that 
Judas went out and hanged 
himself. That is what hap-

pens when a person has no 
hope of mercy; they end up at 
the end of their rope.

There was another option 
open for Judas, though, if 
only he could have seen it. 
I wonder what would have 
happened if Judas had waited 
until Sunday morning; if 
he had waited until Easter? 
The morning after betrayal 
remorse is raging and it is 
hard to have any hope at all, 
but what if he had waited for 
Easter? He would have seen 
the risen Christ and known 
that God could undo what he 
had done. He tried to undo it 
himself but could not, so he 
lost faith and hope and ended 
it all. He did not believe God 
could set things right. He did 

not know about Easter.
But we do know about 

Easter! We know that Christ is 
risen and set things right. We 
know that in Christ there is 
mercy and grace! Could Judas 
have found mercy from Jesus 
if he had but waited for the 
resurrection? I don’t know, 
and we will never know, for 
that is not how the story 
works out. But we do know 
that Peter, who also betrayed 
Jesus, found the mercy he 
needed. We know that Paul, 
who persecuted the followers 
of Jesus, saw the risen Christ 
and received God’s mercy. 
The list of the remorseful 
could go on. Millions of peo-
ple with the remorse of hav-
ing done things that cannot 

be undone have found God’s 
mercy and grace because they 
know the risen Christ. We 
know about Easter!

Perhaps you live with re-
morse. You regret some deci-
sion that seemed like a good 
idea in the dark of night, but 
now in the morning, when 
you can see, the reality of 
your sin has stolen all your 
hope for mercy and grace. 
You have tried to undo what 
you did. You tried throwing 
money in the plate and plead-
ing with the preacher but 
found no hope.

You cannot undo what you 
have done.

But God can.
Christ has risen from the 

dead and set things right.

Dr. G. Wesley Shotwell

to you; He is just and having 
salvation, lowly and riding on 
a donkey, a colt, the foal of a 
donkey,” (Zechariah 9:9).

The other gospels state 
that garments were also laid 
before Christ, a custom gen-
erally reserved only for kings 
(see 2 Kings 9:13).

Palms also reminded peo-
ple of rejoicing, worshiping 
and thanksgiving. Solomon’s 
Temple was dedicated at 

the Feast of Tabernacles, in 
remembrance of Israel’s 40 
years of wandering and living 
in tents. Part of the taberna-
cle celebration called for the 
people to take “branches of 
palm trees . . . and you shall 
rejoice before the LORD your 
God . . . ,” Leviticus 23:40.

In the same way, Jesus was 
ending nearly 40 years of his 
earthly life in which he was 
“tabernacled” in an earthly 
body (John 1:14 even used 
the same word for “taber-
nacle” when he said Jesus 
“dwelt” among us). 

More significantly, the very 

day Jesus was welcomed 
into Jerusalem was the same 
day in which the priests in-
spected the lambs which 
would be used for Passover. 
Again, thanks to John’s gos-
pel, we know Jesus entered 
Jerusalem Sunday, the “next 
day” after the Sabbath rest. 
That was the 10th day of 
Nisan, four days before the 
Passover when the Jews se-
lected the Passover lamb, “the 
first month . . . on the tenth 
day . . . each man is to take a 
lamb for his family” (Exodus 
12:1-3). 

Providentially, Jesus was 

especially set apart that day 
as the Lamb of God. John’s 
Gospel and John’s revelation 
frequently refer to Jesus as 
God’s Lamb, and so also does 
Peter’s first epistle: “. . . you 
were redeemed . . . with the 
precious blood of Christ, as of 
a lamb without blemish and 
without spot,” 1 Peter 1:18-19.

A borrowed colt, a spot-
less lamb, the royal praise, 
the joyful thanksgiving, gar-
ments spread along the road, 
and palm branches were all 
divinely interwoven by God’s 
loving and gracious hand to 
show that Jesus, the prom-

ised Messiah, was indeed the 
fulfillment of prophecy.  

One day in heaven, accord-
ing to Revelation 7:9-17, “a 
great multitude which no one 
could number, of all nations, 
tribes, peoples, and tongues, 
(will stand) before the throne 
and before the Lamb, clothed 
with white robes, with palm 
branches in their hands.”

My prayer is that you 
will place your trust in this 
promised Lamb of God who 
took away our sins. “For 
God made Him (Jesus) who 
knew no sin to become sin 
for us, that we might become 

the righteousness of God in 
Him,” (2 Corinthians 5:21). 
By the blood of the Lamb 
and our testimony, we can 
overcome the accuser, who is 
specifically called “the Devil 
and Satan,” (see Revelation 
12:9-11). 

Rev. Timothy McKeown 
is the pastor of GracePointe 
Church, which is located 
halfway between Azle and 
Springtown on State Highway 
199, where every first-time 
guest can receive a free copy 
of his devotional book, “The 
Gospel of John, One Day at a 
Time.”

PROMISES
FROM PAGE C1

The Message
ALTON DAVIS
Pastor, Community Bible Fellowship

I recall a time when one 
of our daughters was being 
courted by a young man. To 
get his message across to 
her of his fondness for her, 
he arranged post-it-notes on 
our front door to read “will 
you be my GF?” The message 
was not handwritten, rather 
the little notes were neatly 
arranged just right to spell 
out his intended message. 
The message was received 
with the love with which it 
was sent, and a never-end-
ing relationship began. That 
was 13 years ago and now 

our daughter and the young 
man are married and have a 
beautiful baby girl. Simple 

messages deliver a powerful 
impact! 

I must admit my son-in-law 
was tactful and his message 
was impactful in achieving 
his intended purpose. As I 
recalled this family memory, 
I drew similarities to the mes-
sage that our heavenly Father 
sent by way of the cross. 
God’s message was not hand-
written (although it is record-
ed in writing), rather his mes-
sage was carefully arranged 
in the life, death and resur-
rection of Jesus Christ. The 
message delivered through 
our Savior was an expression 
of his love for all humanity. 

Jesus, in willing obedi-

ence to the Father, fulfilled 
his purpose by laying his life 
down as a sacrifice for all 
our sins; and in the Father’s 
acceptance of the Son’s 
sacrifice, God raised Christ 
from the dead to display 
his great power over death, 
hell and the grave. It was the 
most powerful, tactful and 
impactful message of love 
ever delivered to mankind, 
all communicated with great 
hope that the message would 
be received by everyone for 
the purpose of salvation. To 
insinuate that Christ’s life 
was simple would be mislead-
ing, however, for the one who 
believes salvation is made 

simple. A simple message 
delivered with a powerful 
impact!

Resurrection Sunday is a 
time for believers across the 
world who are being saved 
by the powerful message of 
Jesus Christ’s life, death and 
resurrection to celebrate 
our risen Savior and to give 
thanks for the abundant life 
Jesus brought forth. For oth-
ers, the message of love, for-
giveness and salvation still 
speaks and is available to be 
received. Hope remains that 
many others will receive the 
message of the cross today 
and the resurrection power it 
brings. His message has been 

displayed, written, delivered 
and posted for all the world 
to see. Will you receive it with 
the love, forgiveness and sal-
vation with which it was sent? 
If so, your journey has begun 
to a life of eternal peace and 
joy.

1 Corinthians 1:18 (NKJV) 
“For the message of the cross 
is foolishness to those who are 
perishing, but to us who are 
being saved it is the power of 
God.” 

Hebrews 1:1-2 (NKJV) “God 
who at various times and var-
ious ways spoke in times past 
to the fathers by the prophets, 
has in these last days spoken 
to us by His Son . . .” 

Alton Davis
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248 Park Place, Azle • 817-406-4776

mention 
this ad 
for a 
7 day 
free trial

GET TO A 
HEALTHIER PLACE J & E Air Conditioning

& Heating Inc.

817-220-4506FOR IMMEDIATE 
SERVICE, CALL: 

Licensed & Insured in the State of Texas:
TX Lic.# TACLA01475E

Check us out on:

1825 W Highway 199 
Springtown, TX 76082

Easter trees makes 
festive spring 
decorations 

Easter is coming and it’s 
time to put up the tree. For 
those thinking right now that 
trees are for an entirely dif-
ferent Christian holiday, you 
are both right and wrong. 
Even though trees may be 
more widely associated with 
Christmas, Easter trees are 
an increasingly popular and 
festive tradition that trace 
their roots to Germany. 

The Easter tree is known 
as Ostereierbaum in 
Germany and is a centuries-
old custom. Eggs are hung 
on outdoor tree branches 
and bushes or are placed 
on cut branches displayed 
inside. While the tradi-
tion is traced to Germany, 
German-influenced locales 
like Hungary, Poland, the 
Czech Republic, and the 
Pennsylvania Dutch region 

of the United States also are 
popular places for Easter 
trees to appear. 

For 50 years, one per-
son branched out with his 
own Ostereierbaum tradi-
tion. Volker Kraft decorated 
an apple tree on his prop-
erty in the town of Saalfeld, 
Germany, adding more eggs 
each year as the tree grew 
larger. The tradition came to 
an end in 2015. At one point 
the tree held 10,000 eggs, all 
hand-crafted by Kraft and 
his family. However, a tree in 
Rostock, Germany held the 
Guinness World Record for 
tree with the most eggs – a 
display of 80,000.

While Easter trees are 
typically more modest than 
Kraft’s tree, the displays can 
be as large or as small as one 
desires. Many Easter trees 

consist of a few branches 
placed in a vase decorated 
with flowers, ribbons and 
Easter eggs. Pussy willow 
branches work well, though 
any branches can stand in. 

When decorating Easter 
trees, families can use plastic 
eggs or even real ones. Using 
a sharp knife or needle, make 
two small holes in a raw egg. 
Blow out the inside of the egg 
until the shell is hollow. Then 
decorate the egg and thread 
a ribbon through the holes 
so it can be hung on the tree. 
If desired, place sweet Easter 
treats, such as chocolate 
eggs or pastel-colored cup-
cakes, under the Easter tree.

Decorating an outdoor tree 
also is possible and very vis-
ible. It can be a great way to 
share Easter blessings with 
others in the community.  

Eggs are hung on outdoor tree branches and bushes or are placed on cut branches displayed inside. 

Significant days 
during Holy Week 

Each year in early spring, 
Christians across the globe 
celebrate their faith on 
Easter. Easter commemo-
rates the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ, an event which 
is described in the New 
Testament.

One need not be Christian 
to recognize the significance 
of Easter Sunday to practic-
ing Christians. However, non-
Christians may not recognize 
that the week that precedes 
Easter Sunday is important 
and full of meaning as well. 
According to Christianity.
com, the name ‘Holy Week,’ 
which is the name Christians 
have given to the week pre-
ceding Easter Sunday, can 
be traced all the way back 
to the fourth century. By 
the end of that century, 
Christians commemorated 
various events that unfold-
ed in the week leading up 
to the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ. That’s why Christians 
now celebrate Palm Sunday, 
Holy Wednesday, Maundy 
Thursday, Good Friday, 
and Holy Saturday over the 
course of the week prior to 
Easter Sunday. Such celebra-
tions underscore just how 
significant this period is for 
faithful Christians across the 
globe.  

PALM SUNDAY
Palm Sunday begins Holy 

Week and commemorates 
the entry of Jesus Christ into 
Jerusalem. Upon entering 
the city, Jesus was greeted by 
crowds waving palm branch-
es. That is why Christians re-
ceive palm branches or palm 
crosses during Palm Sunday 
Mass.

HOLY WEDNESDAY
Holy Wednesday draws at-

tention to the abandonment 
of Jesus by his disciples. 
Holy Wednesday services 
may feature Tenebrae, a 
religious service character-
ized by the extinguishing of 
candles. That portion of the 
service is meant to symbol-
ize darkness, which is what 
‘Tenebrae’ means in Latin.

MAUNDY THURSDAY
The Last Supper is com-

memorated on Maundy 
Thursday, which also com-
memorates the Washing of 
the Feet (Maundy). The Last 
Supper was Jesus’s final meal 
with his apostles before his 
crucifixion. According to 
Christian scripture, Jesus 
predicted one of the apostles 
present at the meal would 
betray him. This also was 
when Jesus foretold that 
Peter will deny knowing him 
three times before the next 

morning. According to Trinity 
College, Maundy Thursday re-
minds Christians to love oth-
ers as Jesus loves them.

GOOD FRIDAY
Good Friday commemo-

rates the trial of Jesus and 
his resulting death sentence, 
torture, crucifixion, and buri-
al. It’s hard to characterize 
any of those things as ‘good,’ 
which can cause a little con-
fusion among Christians 
and non-Christians alike. 
However, Trinity College in-
dicates that, in this context, 
‘good’ connotes something 
holy or pious.

HOLY SATURDAY
Holy Saturday concludes 

Holy Week. Even though 
many faithful Christians 
awake early and don their 
Sunday best on Easter morn-
ing, Holy Saturday celebra-
tions are not muted. On Holy 
Saturday, Christians may at-
tend a late-night Easter Vigil 
service that includes a liturgy 
and the celebration of the 
Eucharist. The two-part cel-
ebration commemorates the 
Eucharist as symbolic of the 
emergence from darkness 
into the light.

Holy Week is a time for 
faithful Christians to cel-
ebrate their faith in advance 
of Easter Sunday.  

Palm Sunday begins Holy Week and commemorates the entry of Jesus Christ into Jerusalem. 
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CaitlynsCatering

12505 FM 730 South, Azle 817-995-6050

For delicious food with a 
beautiful presentation
•  Family Owned & 

Operated
•  Schedule your free 

tasting today!
•  Celebrating 15 Years of 

Business!

W E D D I N G S  •  B A N Q U E T S 
C O R P O R AT E  E V E N T S  •  R E U N I O N S

THANKS FOR VOTING 
US BEST CATERING!

SALES • SERVICE • PARTS
Customer Service & Satisfaction is our #1 Priority

11601 Jacksboro Hwy 
817-237-6641

WWW.EE-EQUIPMENT.COM

0% 
FINANCING

For 48 
months!*

*For Qualified
Buyers

Professional business Portraits
Commercial Photography

Drone Photography
Family portraits

Photography Lessons Offered

713-725-5620

ALL PETS.
ALL ACCIDENTS
ALL THE TIME
+   SCRATCH PROTECTION
STEAMABLE

WOOD
WITHOUT

COMPROMISE

500B N. Stewart Ste 1, Azle

817-270-6126
www.TexasDesignerFlooring.com

Hardwood • Laminate • Vinyl • Stone • Tile • Granite

DESIGN CONSULTATION, FREE ESTIMATES, AND MORE!

Featured Collection: 
PALM CITY
Color: LIGHTHOUSE OAk

Wood without compromise

2127  E. Hwy 199, Springtown
817-677-2442

Thank You to everyone 
for voting for us!

Voted “Best Meat Store!”

OLD PLANTATION MEATS
Custom Slaughtering • Wild Game Processing

Open Mon thru Fri 8 am - 5 pm, Sat 8 am - 4 pm, Closed Sunday

Country 
Fresh Meats

Poultry
Beef • Pork

Freezer Packs

JOIN US FOR

Easter Breakfast 8-9:45 am

Worship 10:00 am

In Person or Livestream

 1313 Southeast Pkwy
817-237-4822

edge4all.com

a deeply rooted hatred for 
Christ. King Herod came up 
with a plan to kill him from 
day one. He assumed he 
could get the Magi (wise men) 
to give him all the informa-
tion about Christ, so he could 
find him and end the threat 
he thought Christ posed to 
his throne. Instead, they saw 
the glory that Christ brought 
to Earth and showered Jesus 
with gifts and praise. So 
not only was there a deeply 
rooted hatred for Christ, 
there was an unexplainable 
admiration. Both things were 
important for his life to have 
the impact on this world that 
it did.

THE DEATH
Jesus was sold out by one 

of his closest followers, and 
then he was arrested. In mo-
ments leading up to the ar-
rest, Judas told the armed 
guards “The one I kiss is the 
man.” And then he proceed-
ed to kiss Jesus. He sold his 
Master out with one of the 
greatest shows of affection 
we know: a kiss. After his ar-
rest, Pilate knew there was 
nothing to charge Jesus with. 
He had done nothing wrong. 
He gave the crowd a chance 
to either save him or save the 
murderer, Barabbas. As we all 
know, they saved the murder-
er and chose Christ’s death.

THE BURIAL
Typically, the burial is our 

final “goodbye.” It allows 
for some sort of closure for 
friends and family mem-
bers. Watching the casket 
close and be lowered into 
the ground (or a body car-
ried into the tomb during the 

LIFE
FROM PAGE C1

Bible days) signifies the end. 
For Christ, it was strictly sym-
bolic. The burial was neces-
sary, but only because what 
would happen next was un-
precedented. For many who 
loved Jesus, it felt like it was 
the end, but it was only the 
beginning.

THE RESURRECTION
This is the unprecedented 

part of the story. Like it is for 
everyone else, the burial was 
supposed to be the end. This 
is where our faith takes us 
from a fairy tale to a miracu-
lous event that can only be 
explained supernaturally. 
I’m so thankful for my faith, 
because without it, the rest 
of the story doesn’t make 
sense. Even those who saw 
him couldn’t believe it. God 
used an imperfect, Mary 
Magdalene, to alert the rest 
of his followers. No one could 
believe it until they saw the 
proof; the nail scars. 

For God so loved the world 
that he gave his only begot-
ten Son, that whoever believes 
in him should not perish but 
have everlasting life. John 
3:16 (NKJV)

I’m so thankful there was 
proof then, and there is still 
proof now. I can’t go through 
life without seeing God’s in-
credible work at hand. He was 
born, crucified, buried and 
resurrected. But there is more 
news! He will come again for 
his people!

I encourage each one of 
you to find a place to worship 
Easter Sunday, March 31. If 
you don’t have a church you 
call home, you are welcome 
to join us at 10:45 a.m. at 
either of our two campuses, 
The WORD @ Springtown or 
The WORD @ Lakeside. God 
Bless!

MADELYN EDWARDS | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

Three-year-old Dalton Palmer hunts 
eggs with his mother Ashley Palmer at 
Reno’s Easter egg hunt on April 8, 2023 
at Reno Elementary School.  

Happy
Easter!

From all of us at the
Tri-County Reporter



C10 Easter 2024 www.tri-countyreporter.com THURSDAY, March 28, 2024

EasterEasterEasterEasterEasterEasterEasterEaster
HAPPY

HE HAS RISEN!
Rejoice in the Lord and
in this beautiful holiday.

817-444-1763
Azle Dental Care

Over 26 Years
of Experience

• Post Operation
• Joint

Replacement
• Balance Training
• Sports Rehab
• Stroke Rehab
• Return to Work
• Back and

Neck Rehab

408 Central Dr., Azle 
817-444-8827

Next to the Drive-thru of PNC Bank
www.azlenwpt.com

PHOTO COURTESY ERIK ALBERS

Unique Easter traditions from around the globe 

Guatemala’s Semana Santa (‘Easter Festival’) features detailed carpets of colored sawdust adorning a Good Friday processional route. 

Easter Sunday is a signifi-
cant day on the Christian 
calendar. Easter Sunday will 
be celebrated on March 31, 
2024, and many of those 
celebrations will feature 
some notable traditions. 
Some traditions are undoubt-
edly familiar to practicing 
Christians, while others 
might come as a surprise. 
As Easter approaches, faith-
ful Christians and others 
intrigued by the holiday can 
consider these notable tradi-
tions from around the globe.

EASTER WITCHES
Witches are typically as-

sociated with Halloween, but 
they play a role in celebrating 
Easter in Finland. According 
to the Finland Promotion 
Board, Easter traditions in the 
northern European nation 
feature a mixture of religious 
references with customs re-

lated to the arrival of spring. 
It’s not unheard of for young 
Finnish children, particularly 
girls, to dress up as Easter 
witches the Sunday before 
Easter and go from door 
to door requesting treats 
in exchange for offerings 
designed to drive away evil 
spirits. The FPB notes that it’s 
even common for children in 
western Finland to don their 
witch outfits and roam on 
Easter Sunday.

FIREWORKS IN FLORENCE
The folk tradition of 

Scoppio del Carro (‘Explosion 
of the Cart’) takes place in 
Florence, Italy. The Uffizi 
Gallery reports that this tra-
dition can be traced to the 
First Crusade in 1099. During 
the first Easter in Jerusalem, 
Crusaders gave the blessed 
fire to the people as a symbol 
of purification. That custom 

has endured in Florence, 
where each Easter Sunday 
morning around 10 a.m. a 
candle is lit in the church of 
Santi Apostoli. That same 
candle is then used to light an 
antique cart loaded with fire-
works, marking the beginning 
of a display that lasts around 
20 minutes.

THE CARPETS OF SEMANA 
SANTA

Carpets might not be the 
first thing most Easter cel-
ebrants think of when pon-
dering the holiday, but that 
might be the case for anyone 
who’s ever spent the holi-
day in Antigua, Guatemala. 
Guatemala’s Semana Santa 
(‘Easter Festival’) features 
detailed carpets of colored 
sawdust adorning a Good 
Friday processional route. 
Preparation for the colorful 
and stunning display begins 

months in advance as the in-
tricate carpets require ample 
time to produce.

WHIPS IN THE
CZECH REPUBLIC

Among the more unique 
Easter traditions takes place 
each Easter Monday in the 
Czech Republic. In adher-
ence to this tradition, known 
locally as pomlázka, boys, 
and sometimes men, gather 
willow branches and braid 
them together into whips. 
The whips are then decorated 
with ribbons before boys visit 
girls (or men visit women) 
who they know and lightly 
tap them with the whips. The 
tradition is believed to bring 
women luck, vitality and 
fertility.

These are just some of 
the unique traditions many 
Christians adhere to as part 
of their Easter celebrations.  

A tradiitional ‘pomlázka’ believed to bring women luck, vitality and 
fertility.

The Scoppio del Carro, or the “Explosion of the Cart”, dates back over 
350 years. An elaborate wagon built in 1622 and standing two to 
three stories high is pulled by a pair of oxen decorated in garlands 
through the streets of Florence to the square between the Baptistry 
and Cathedral.


