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Springtown 
Springtown teen accused of 
assaulting minor with knife
MADELYN EDWARDS
springtownreporter@tricountyreporter.com 

SPRINGTOWN — 
Springtown police arrested 
a young man in connection 
with assault with a knife.

Officers responded to a 

fight between two teenag-
ers in the town park on the 
afternoon of Feb. 26, accord-
ing to Springtown Police 
Department’s press re-
lease issued on Facebook. A 
15-year-old, whose name was 
not released because of his 

age, had two stab wounds, 
one in the area of his right ear 
and neck and another on his 
lower back. He was taken to 
a hospital in Fort Worth and 
was in a stable condition. 

Police said 17-year-old 
Trevor Hettinger fled the 

scene. An officer eventually 
detained Hettinger who was 
heading toward Springtown 
Elementary School.

“During this time, 
Springtown Elementary 
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Advisor Neil Corbett and co-editor-in-chief Luke Petersen of The Sting Azle High School newspaper gave free copies to passersby at the event. 

Showcasing
Azle greatness

ZACH FREEMAN 
azlereporter@tricountyreporter.com

AZLE — Azle ISD showed 
off its high school campus, 
new classrooms, clubs and 
everything the facility has 
to offer during its annual 
Showcase event March 7. 
Parents and future students 
had a chance to check out 
renovations recently complet-
ed at the high school includ-

Azle ISD hosts annual open
house event for parents and
future students

ing a brand-new science wing 
on the front of the building, a 
new welding shop space and 
an expanded and renovated 
cafeteria. Growing Career and 
Technical Education classes 
and clubs also presented on 
the resources and knowledge 
future students can utilize in 
their future careers. 

SEE MORE PHOTOS | A16

Oh, the places Porcupines can go
SHS creates place for students to think about
their futures with Go Center

MADELYN EDWARDS
springtownreporter@tricountyreporter.com 

SPRINGTOWN — 
Unlike some of her peers, 
Springtown High School se-
nior Stoli Cox doesn’t want to 
leave high school, but come 
May, she’ll have to. 

Fortunately, Cox has taken 
control over her future path, 
thanks to guidance from 
career, college and military 
readiness counselor Aimee 
Burtnett who operates SHS’ 
Go Center. 

Cox has planned for a 
career in elementary edu-
cation. She wants to go to 
Weatherford College and 
get certified to teach, and 
then she wants to go back to 
school for a master’s degree 
to be an assistant princi-
pal. While being an educator 
had always been Cox’s goal, 
she recalled being confused 

about her future when she 
went to talk with Burtnett. 
Cox said Burtnett found an-
swers to her questions and 
even arranged for her to talk 
with a representative from 
Weatherford College’s educa-
tion program.

“She is a great human being 
and will listen to whatever 
you have to say, no matter 

if it’s school related,” Cox 
said about Burtnett. “She 
also has a daughter who is 
an eighth grader, and so she 
understands us girls, and she 
understands how our brain 
works. . . . She’s so on top of 
everything for us.”

After she graduates from 

MADELYN EDWARDS | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

Springtown High School senior Stoli Cox wants to pursue a career 
in education and feels confi dent about her future thanks to the 
school’s Go Center. 

Azle 
32.8951262N, 97.5458565W

• Starts at 12:21:38 pm
• 1:42:54 pm 99.97% magnitude
• Ends at 3:03:36

Springtown
32.9659566N, 97.6836384W

• Starts at 12:22:25 pm
• 1:41:30 pm 99.4% magnitude
• Ends at 03:03.29

What is a Total Eclipse?
ALEXANDRA MEELBUSCH
Special to the Tri-County Reporter

On Monday, April 8, a to-
tal solar eclipse will cross 
North America, passing over 
Mexico, the United States and 
Canada.

A total solar eclipse hap-
pens when the moon passes 
between the sun and Earth, 
completely blocking the face 

of the sun.
According to NASA, “The 

sky will darken as if it were 
dawn or dusk.”

For this celestial event, 
the longest period of dark-
ness will occur for about two 
minutes, 40 seconds. The 
last time the U.S. saw a total 
eclipse was in 2017. The next 

PLEASE SEE ECLIPSE | A9PHOTO COURTESY NASA’S ECLIPSE EXPLORER AT HTTPS://ECLIPSE-EXPLORER.SMCE.NASA.GOV/
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March 28
Maundy Thursday 

Service of Tenebrae
6:30 PM

March 29
Good Friday Cantata 

“No Greater Love”
6:30 PM

March 31
Easter Worship

Celebrate Christ!
8:30 & 10:45 AM

Join Us for Worship
Every Sunday!
8:30 AM - BlendedBlended

  9:45 AM - EducationEducation
10:45 AM - ModernModern

March 28
Maundy Thursday 

Service of Tenebrae
6:30 PM

March 29
Good Friday Cantata 

“No Greater Love”
6:30 PM

FIRST
METHODIST
CHURCH of 
AZLE
200 Church Street, Azle, TX
817-444-3323 • fmcazle.org

March 28
Maundy Thursday 

Service of Tenebrae

Let Him

ARISE!
HOLY WEEK WORSHIP

8:30 & 10:45 AM

Easter
Sonrise 
Service
7:00 AM

    9:45 AM
10:45 AM

Easter
Sunday 

School!

6925 Liberty School Tap Rd. • 817-444-1622
www.westbaymarinatx.com

Please check out our website for park rules and RV site application

Enjoy the beauty and tranquility 
of Eagle Mountain Lake.

EAGLE MOUNTAIN LAKE,  TEXASEAGLE MOUNTAIN LAKE,  TEXAS

• Over 180 RV spaces w/water, sewer and 30/50 amp electricity

• Monthly rates starting at $580, including all utilities,
up to $75 in electricity

• Weekly rates starting at $315.00 per week

• Newly built launch ramp extended into deeper water

• New storage units with concrete floors and specially built doors 
to open enough for wakeboard boat with the towers up. 14x35’ & 
17x50’ also including annual boat launch.

• Full service fuel dock with pump-out

• Boating/RV supplies available at the Ship’s Store 7 days a week

• Swimming beach (for tenants only)

• Covered boatslips starting at $300 per month

Free
WiFi!

Big D’s BBQ 
Restaurant & Bar

Open March 1st
8 am - 10 pm

Serving Breakfast,
Lunch & Dinner

with Ash Creek Baptist Church  

Celebrate 

  EASTER 
 
  

The Weeping Tree 
an Easter Musical 

Saturday, March 23 - 7:00 pm 
Sunday, March 24 - 10:45 am 

 

Maundy Thursday 
March 28 - 7:30pm 

 

Easter Egg Hunt 
Saturday, March 30 - 10:00 am 

 

Easter Services 
Sunday, March 31   
  8:15 am  Traditional Service/Sanctuary  
  9:30 am  Bible Study for All Ages  
10:45 am  Crossover Service/The Meeting Place       
10:45 am  Traditional Service/Sanctuary             

Ash Creek Baptist Church 
300 S. Stewart St. 

Azle, TX 
817-444-3219 

ashcreekbc.org 

‘Hot’ couture?
AHS FCCLA partners with Future, 
Hope and Healing Center for
April 20 fashion show

ZACH FREEMAN 
azlereporter@tricountyreporter.com

AZLE — Azle High School 
students are getting ready to 
strut their stuff and let their 
skills shine at an upcoming 
fashion show in collabora-
tion with Future, Hope and 
Healing Center. Students 
picked out clothes and jew-
elry from the center’s resale 
shop, Hope’s Bazaar, Friday, 
Feb. 23. The show will take 
place Saturday, April 20, 
from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. in the 
Azle High School auditorium. 

Virtually all aspects of the 
show will be student-direct-
ed. Azle High School’s Family, 
Career and Community 
Leaders of America chap-
ter will host the event and 
students from Natasha 
Deramee’s fashion design 
classes will act as stylists, 
models, stage managers, cho-
reographers, photographers 
and makeup and hair artists. 

“Normally, when we do our 
other fashion shows, I kind 
of direct it, pick models and 

all that, but with this one I 
really wanted the children to 
tap into their talents,” Hope’s 
Bazaar manager Jennifer 
Mello said. 

All proceeds from the event 
are going to benefit Future, 
Hope and Healing Center, 
which is currently raising 
funds to eventually establish 
a shelter for victims of do-
mestic violence. The FCCLA 
often engages in service 
projects to help the com-
munity and advisor Natasha 
Deramee thought FHHC 
would be a great partner for 
the program. 

“I’m so excited the kids are 
getting to get out of the class-
room and putting their skills 
and talents together for a 
fashion show,” Deramee said. 

FHHC’s motto this year 
is “every house is a safe 

house.” For the fashion show, 
students are picking out 
casual wear, business wear 
and formal evening attire to 
represent all facets of day-
to-day life. With the project, 
Deramee hopes to also teach 
her students how to pre-
vent and recognize domestic 
violence. 

Fashion industry profes-
sionals will be helping and ad-
vising students leading up to 
the event. Vickie Farley, who 
is on the FHHC fashion show 
committee, has a long history 
as a hair and makeup stylist. 
Amy Joe, a freelance stylist in 
Azle, has worked in the fash-
ion industry as well and will 
similarly help students ahead 
of their catwalk debuts. While 
working and planning with 
students on what hairstyles 
they might like, Farley told 

students about the history 
of hairstyling tools and gave 
fashion tips. 

“As soon as I found out 
they were going to have them 
I begged them to let me go,” 
Farley said. “I’m a retired 
hairstylist and I love it and 
I’m so excited.”

The FCCLA plans to release 
a flyer for the event in the 
coming weeks. According to 
advisors, FCCLA events like 
these helps students build 
confidence and skills, while 
helping the community and 
giving students the chance to 
earn volunteer hours.

“I’m really excited for the 
show,” junior Grace Justice 
said. “We’re really passion-
ate about this cause and 
using it as a way to express 
ourselves and our individu-
ality. We’re all really excited 
and everybody is coming up 
with unique ideas. I think 
it’s a great thing to work for. 
I didn’t even know Hope’s 
Bazaar was a thing until this. 
I think it’s great. It’s bringing 
awareness to this.”

ZACH FREEMAN | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

Fashion design student Jesus Martinez, a sophomore, tries on outfi ts 
and accessories during the Hope’s Bazaar excursion. 

ZACH FREEMAN | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

Junior Grace Justice spoke on her anticipation for the upcoming 
show.

ZACH FREEMAN | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

Jennifer Mello and Natasha Deramee are coordinating to make the fashion show a reality.
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Why, Governor?

Representative Glenn Rogers is a sixth generation Texas 
rancher, where his family has deep ranching roots in Palo 
Pinto County going back to the 1890s. He represents 
District 60 in the Texas House of Representatives.

DISTRICT 60
By Glenn Rogers

“Therefore, whatever you have said in the dark shall 
be heard in the light …”  Luke 12:3

This primary season, PACs 
flooded our mailboxes with 
junk, oversaturated the TV 
market with commercials, 
and ventured into the stream-
ing realm to run false and 
misleading political adver-
tisements. If you noticed, 
many of the PACs and even 
“nonprofits,” such as “Texans 
United for a Conservative 
Majority,” “Texas Family 
Project,” “Texans for Fiscal 
Responsibility,” “Make 
Liberty Win” and “Texas 
Gun Rights,” along with 
the Voucher Lobby, spent 
all their ad time trashing 
Republican incumbents, with-
out any commentary on the 

opponent. While those ads 
never mentioned the names 
of challengers, those incum-
bents’ challengers certainly 
benefited from the attack 
campaigns. Unfortunately, 
under current Texas law, the 
public is not privy to the fi-
nancial details of these types 
of PACs or “dark money” sup-
port to political candidates. 

While it is clear who they are 
against, it is hidden who they 
support, and that huge level 
of support never shows up on 
a candidate’s public financial 
report. 

Tim Dunn and Farris Wilks, 
almost exclusively, finance 
the most powerful PACs in 
Texas. Candidates who are 
supported by these PACs 

run counter to representa-
tive government, as receiving 
Dunn/Wilks PAC support re-
quires 100% compliance with 
their aims and 100% purity 
with their political doctrine. 

Many of these supported 
fringe candidates are so toxic 
that the PACs must exploit 
these loopholes in campaign 
finance laws to buy elections. 

A Dunn/Wilks funded polit-
ical candidate will look you in 
the eye and say, “I don’t take 
money from PACs.” Where I 
am from, that’s what we call 
“Lying like a rug.”

This past session, I au-
thored a bill that would have 
drastically increased trans-
parency in Texas elections. 
HB 2629 was the most sig-
nificant campaign transpar-
ency bill filed in the 88th 
legislative session. It required 

certain persons or political 
organizations to report the 
candidate they support if 
there is a cost spent oppos-
ing another candidate in the 
same race.

This bill passed both cham-
bers with flying colors. The 
record vote in the Senate was 
31-0 and the Record vote in 
the House was 147-1. The 
only opposition was the dis-
graced and expelled, Dunn/
Wilks-supported, Rep. Bryan 
Slaton.

Yet then, in the face of this 
overwhelming support, Gov. 
Greg Abbott vetoed the bill. 
With one swift stroke of his 
pen, he killed this vital, su-
permajority supported bill. 

Why would the governor 
oppose PAC transparency 
and accountability? Has 
Abbott joined the ranks of 

many other Dunn/Wilks-
compliant state officials? 
How much “dark money” 
support has Abbott received? 
Did Abbott not want voters 
to know how much money 
was spent against those who 
stood up to the voucher lob-
by, supported public schools 
and defied the Dunn/Wilks 
attempt to privatize our pub-
lic schools?
• It bears repeating, only 
two individuals opposed 
this much-needed campaign 
transparency bill: disgraced, 
expelled former State Rep. 
Bryan Slaton and Gov. Greg 
Abbott.
• Buying candidates and 
buying elections is too easy 
for billionaires.
• This is not the Texas way.
• Gov. Abbott owes Texas an 
explanation!

Friends come in all shapes and sizes

Sam Houston is a syndicated columnist and newspaper 
executive. He is also an author, actor, playwright and 
entertainment producer/promoter.

FROM MY FRONT PORCH
By Sam Houston

One of the true blessings in 
life is friendship. It is a rela-
tionship between two people 
and often, the underlying 
bond between the individu-
als is vague in definition. A 
friendship nourishes one’s 
soul, can often rekindle 
memories of a different and 
better time, or help us to feel 
connected in what is all too 
often a world where we do 
not feel engaged. Friendship 
is a condition humans seek 
because it provides us with 
acceptance, recognition 
and the warmth of shared 
experiences. 

An evaluation of our friend-
ships tells us a lot about 
ourselves.

Grade school friends are 
generally our first relation-
ships outside the family 
circle. Created on the play-
grounds of youth, these rela-
tionships help us to ingrati-
ate ourselves into a series 
of social norms and to pass 
through life’s early challeng-
es feeling supported. They 

helped us put into practice 
those virtues expounded by 
our parents about being fair, 
kind, sharing and forgiving. It 
was grade school friends who 
helped us to understand life 
in our own terms while facing 
whatever joys or tribulations 
might confront us. 

When picking teams for a 
stickball game, friendship pre-
sented the challenge of select-
ing the best player for your 
team but to do so in a way as 
to artfully navigate the dilem-
ma of failing to select a close 
friend because they were a 
poor hitter. Such a decision 
compelled the art of social 
diplomacy at a level not unlike 
what is utilized by ranking 
state department officials.

As we grew just slightly 

older, our relationships 
evolved and the possibility 
of friendship with a member 
of the opposite sex became a 
possibility. Though previous-
ly looked on with disdain and 
contempt, it necessitated be-
ing able to recategorize girls 
as “human beings” instead 
of a species which must have 
come from another planet. 
It meant finding a common 
ground in which to talk and 
interact. I learned starting a 
friendship with a girl meant 
meeting her “halfway” and 
taking an interest in what 
she liked and learning to ac-
cept there were possibilities 
beyond sports and the usual 
things which were the heart 
of a young boy’s life. It meant 
learning to accept my female 

friend was different from me 
in many ways. Her interests 
were not necessarily sports, 
climbing a tree, or challeng-
ing each other about who 
could spit the furthest. It was 
learning to accept there was 
more in life than what my 
world had previously thought 
possible.

Later in life there are “ac-
tivity” friends — so named 
because of the activity the 
two friends share. I have had 
hunting buddies, fishing bud-
dies, going to the ball game 
buddies, poker buddies, lake 
buddies and who knows how 
many other kinds of buddies. 
While the two of us friends 
would engage about the other 
goings on in our lives, the 
friendship primarily revolved 
around an activity we partici-
pated in together. It was an 
activity which was the con-
necting force. These types 
of relationships can create 
wonderful memories, but un-
fortunately, usually end when 
participation in the underly-

ing activity stops.
There are also work 

friends, church friends, col-
lege friends and a host of 
other types of human rela-
tionships which are loosely 
categorized as friends. But 
no matter the shape or form 
of the connection, it is part 
of the thread which weaves 
our life into the tapestry it be-
comes. Sometimes positively 
and sometimes negatively, 
we are all a product of our 
friendships.

Our closest friendships, 
commonly referred to as 
“best friends,” are often a 
combination of all the pos-
sibilities of friendship. They 
listen when a friend needs to 
talk. They speak out when a 
friend needs to be corrected. 
They support when there is 
doubt. The relationship may 
be a daily interaction, or it 
might be that the two friends 
do not speak for months, or 
even years, but the connec-
tion between them never 
disappears. It is a feeling 

which is kindled in the very 
soul of the other and shared. 
It connects the two in such a 
way that no power on earth 
could pull it apart. These are 
the most cherished and trea-
sured of relationships.

This week, stop and reflect 
on all your friends and how 
your lives are entwined with 
one another. Smile at the joys 
you have shared and the emo-
tion you feel. It is those feel-
ings and experiences which 
make you the person you 
have become. Give thanks to 
those who have endured your 
shortcomings, listened to 
your complaints and sorrows, 
and who have smiled and 
leapt in joy upon learning of 
your successes. 

Friendship is truly one of 
the best parts of being a hu-
man being.

Thought for the day: “I 
would rather walk with a 
friend in the dark, than alone 
in the light.” – Helen Keller

Until next time…I will keep 
ridin’ the storm out!

God’s blessing of Branson…

Dr. Don Newbury, longtime university president, writes 
weekly and speaks regularly throughout Texas. Contact: 
817-447-3872. Email: newbury@speakerdoc.com.

THE IDLE AMERICAN
By Dr. Don Newbury

Hills are greening up, fid-
dlers are tuning up and visi-
tors from around the globe 
are showing up as the enter-
tainment mecca of Branson, 
Missouri, gears up for a 
record-breaking season in the 
beloved Ozarks.

It’s a magical place known 
for musical excellence where 
God is honored — and where 
there are so many fiddlers it’s 
difficult to predict whether 
“Cotton-Eyed Joe” or “The 
Devil Went Down to Georgia” 
gets more play.

Most of us can’t get enough 
of either number, unflus-
tered if the instruments go 
up in smoke as the music 
intensifies.

Such strains are anticipat-
ed, as are tears in the eyes 
of veterans, first respond-
ers, law enforcement offi-
cers, medical personnel and 
firefighters. They stand in 
response to thunderous roars 

of rafter-shaking thanks in 
the more than 100 venues 
at what has become what is 
arguably America’s favorite 
family place. Some 11 million 
folks are expected to visit 
Branson by year’s end, when 
Christmas shows attract 
masses.

I called my ancient Uncle 
Mort, letting him know that 
we had landed in Branson 
along with the spring-break-
ers, and that I was keeping 
count of the different types 
of string instruments that 
would include a gigantic 
harp. By week’s end, though, 

I admitted I hadn’t seen a 
single lyre. “Well, there was 
at least one liar at every show 
you attended,” Mort cackled.

The Pandemic greatly chal-
lenged Branson, but it wasn’t 
a knock-out blow. Branson 
faithful held on tight, with 
most attractions surviv-
ing and once again thriving. 
Maybe it tightened the bonds 
of family and faith on both 
sides of the stage lights.

It’s an understatement to 
say there’s “something for 
everybody” in Branson. While 
this is indeed true, even more 
is coming. Two years from 

now, they’re opening a $400 
million, 320-room hotel with 
seven restaurants and an “im-
mersive” water park.

We took careful notes of 
extremes during this visit. 
Specifically, we checked out 
places specializing in ice 
cream dishes. Two stood out 
among the dozen or so busi-
nesses offering dairy treats.

One place we’d never seen 
before is called “The Yard.” It 
glistens. Also noticed in a tiny 
downtown location was “Boo 
Boo Baba’s.” It has a make-
shift sign: “Root Beer Floats, 
$1.99.” We bought two.

“The Yard” is beyond up-
scale, capitalizing on all 
things bovine, including 
stuffed cows, calves and oth-
er animals, with milk shakes 
served in pint and quart jars 
for patrons with “hang-the-
cost” attitudes. 

“Hey, we’re on vacation,” 
someone said, ready to fork 

over a $20 bill for a treat 
that’s both a culinary delight 
and a work of art.

A unique mood is estab-
lished upon entry. A sign 
advises: “Live like somebody 
left the gate open.”

The humongous desserts 
are indeed artfully assem-
bled. They made me think of 
a favorite tie which always is 
a landing spot for food that 
misses my mouth. I don’t 
know whether to frame it or 
eat it.

A fun scene at “The Yard” 
occurs when tykes, not yet 
kindergarten age, tug at their 
dads’ pant legs, begging 
for one of those “big-uns.” 
Several of the most exotic 
dishes would feed a scout 
troop.

I’ll be “in and out” with 
many observations and sug-
gestions concerning our trip 
in upcoming weeks, never 
claiming to be an authority 

by any measure. You won’t 
notice any reference to the 
many recognized golf cours-
es in the area, simply because 
I don’t know anything about 
the sport.

I agree with the guy who 
says too much time is spent 
on golf unless it is providing 
a livelihood, in which case, go 
for it.

A woman, as clueless about 
golf as I am, said it well. “I’m 
not even sure which end of 
the caddy to hold.”

Alas, our recent trip ended 
too soon. We saw the blos-
soms appear on the Bradford 
pear and redbud trees but 
wished for additional blooms 
to come later. 

We can dream, however, of 
the many wildflowers that 
soon will cover the moun-
tainsides until fall and winter 
take over. 

And we can hope for other 
visits up the way.

School personnel were noti-
fied of the ongoing incident, 
and any children who were 
outside were quickly escort-
ed back into the school by 
staff for their safety,” stated 
the press release. 

Witnesses told police that 
Hettinger and the 15-year-
old had agreed to fight at 
the park. The press re-
lease claims that Hettinger 
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stabbed the 15-year-
old with a knife, but the 
younger teen overpowered 
Hettinger, took the knife 
and ran away to the area 
where he was found by po-
lice. Officers recovered the 
knife at the scene. 

Hettinger, who resides in 
Springtown, was taken to 
a hospital in Weatherford 
before being escorted to 
Parker County Jail. He faces 
charges of aggravated as-
sault with a deadly weapon, 
a second-degree felony, and 
evading arrest or detention, 
a Class A misdemeanor. 

According to the Texas 
Penal Code, a second-degree 
felony can be punishable 
by imprisonment of two to 
20 years and a fine of up to 
$10,000. The consequences 
for a Class A misdemeanor 
are a fine of no more than 
$4,000 and/or no more than 
one year of jail time. 

Hettinger’s bond has been 
set at $17,000, and he is still 
in jail as of March 18.

Hettinger declined an in-
terview with The Tri-County 
Reporter.

Democrats’ County Convention 
set for Saturday, March 23
SUBMITTED ITEM

The Parker County 
Democratic Party will hold 
its 2024 county conven-
tion Saturday, March 23, to 
elect delegates to the state 
convention in June and to 
consider resolutions ad-
dressing party issues and 
values. The meeting will 
be held at the Emerging 
Technologies and Workforce 

Building on the Weatherford 
College campus. Registration 
begins at 9 a.m. and busi-
ness starts at 9:30 a.m. Pre-
registration is encouraged 
by going online to txdem.co/
Convention-Preregistration.

County Chairperson Kay 
Parr encourages all local 
Democrats and others who 
are interested in the party 
to attend. The county con-

vention is the first step in 
the presidential nominat-
ing process that leads to 
the Democratic National 
Convention in August 
in Chicago. For informa-
tion on the Parker County 
Democratic Party go to 
https://parkercountydemo-
crats.org/.
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You’re Invited to Celebrate Easter
Meals at 6:15 pm and Worship at 7:00 pm

March 25-29, 2024

A Theology of Suffering
Sunday: Suffering is a Gift (Phillipians 1:29-30)

Monday: Suffering is a Separation (Psalms 88:1-18)
Tuesday : Suffering is a Choice (Hebrews 11:24-26

Wednesday: Suffering is a Partnership (2 Timothy 1:8; 2:3)
Thursday: Suffering is a Better Way (1 Peter 3:17-18)

Friday: Suffering is a Resolve (Daniel 3:17-18)
Sunday: Suffering is a Death (Luke 22:15; 24:46; Acts 1:3; 17:3)

Suffering is not something that people generally volunteer for, but it is the very means by 
which Jesus saves. Listen to what the Bible says about Christ suffering. “Thus it is written, 
that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead,” (Luke 24:46 ESV.) Also, 
the prophets told us that Christ would suffer “But what gold foretold by the mouth of all the 
prophets, that his Christ would suffer, he thus fulfilled.” (Acts 3:18 ESV.) The Bible tells us Jesus’ 
suffering was necessary, “It was necessary for the Christ to suffer and to rise from the dead” 
(Acts 17:3a ESV,) because the “The wages of sin is death.” (Rom. 6:23,) and death is what you 
have earned. Payment must be made for sin’s wage. Either you pay in hell or Christ pays in 
your place. The significance of Christ suffering, being buried, and being raised from the dead, 
was to satisfy your debt, grant you forgiveness and give you eternal life. Those who repent 
and believe in Christ will unite with a local church and serve him faithfully. What about you?

BY THE WORD BAPTIST CHURCH
200 W. N. Woody Rd., Azle, TX 76020

817-444-3484

PREVENTATIVE 
RESTORATIVE 

COSMETIC

Dr. Joseph McCreary, III 
FAMILY & COSMETIC DENTISTRY

Family dentistry for all ages. 
Serving the Azle, Texas area

209 Roe Street, 
Azle TX 76020

817-444-3209

Crowns & Bridges • Whitening 
Dental Veneers • Cosmetic Dentistry 

Implant Restoration • Dentures 
Pediatric Dentistry & More...

Go ahead 
& smile!

SHS, Cox knows she can still 
contact Burtnett, and that is 
comforting to her as she ad-
vances to a whole new world 
of higher education. 

“Jumping in from a senior 
in high school to a freshman 
in college is just such a big, 
scary thing to do, and just to 
have someone who is back 
at home who understands 
you more than your college 
professors understand you 
or your college counselors 
understand you, it will help 
so much,” Cox said. 

The Go Center was estab-
lished in the fall as a place 
for students to visit with 
Burtnett and prepare for their 
futures. 

“The Go Center is for every 
single student in the build-
ing,” SHS Principal Melissa 
Hutchison said. “The reason 
why we call it a Go Center 
essentially is because when 
they come into this center, 
they’re going to be talking 
about anywhere that they can 
go in their future. So, it’s not 
just for college.” 

Burtnett’s job has a wide 
scope. She helps students 
figure out what they want to 
do in the future, coordinates 
field trips for them, hosts 
speakers to talk with the kids 
and oversees college test-
ing preparations at the Go 
Center. 

“It’s trying to figure out 
what classes can you be in 
now that also can be part of 
the goal that you’re trying 
to achieve when you gradu-
ate,” Hutchison said. “We 
have three other counselors 
who advise our students on 
their graduation plan. Ms. 
Burtnett comes in and actu-
ally helps connect that gradu-
ation plan to post graduation 
essentially.”

The goal is for students to 
graduate from SHS ready for 
either college, a career or mil-
itary enlistment and for them 
to pursue a fulfilling path, 
Burtnett said.

“More than likely, you’re 
going to have to work, so you 
might as well do something 
that you want to do and you 
enjoy and love doing instead 
of something that you have 
to do,” Burtnett said about 
what she says to students. 
“It makes a huge difference. 
Not that every day the job is 
going to be great, and life is 
going to be perfect. But I tell 
them it’s so much more en-
joyable when you’re going to 
do something that you love 
and enjoy and you’re pas-
sionate about.”

Burtnett also takes some 
of the workload off the other 
academic advisers who work 
with over 1,100 students on 
meeting graduation require-
ments as well as providing 
social and emotional support 
when needed. 

“I pushed for not only the 
Go Center, but specifically for 
the CCMR counselor, because 
I knew that was going to take 
a little bit off the plate of the 
other counselors, but also 
let Ms. Burtnett really own 
a very, very important part 
of our job, which is to make 
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sure students feel empow-
ered to chase their dreams 
and their aspirations and 
their goals at the same time,” 
Hutchison said.

One of the most reward-
ing parts of Burtnett’s job 
has been watching students 
progress from being closed-
minded about post-gradu-
ation to exploring their op-
tions and then getting excited 
about their future. When 
kids are accepted to college, 
trade school or the military, 
Burtnett takes their picture, 
noting their accomplishment, 
and hangs it on the wall for 
all to see. 

“I think sometimes it’s just 
making them believe they can 
do it,” she said.

Burtnett hopes to find 
pathways even for students 
who struggle in their classes. 

“I tell kids all the time they 
have a uniqueness,” she said. 
“There’s something that 
they’re very good at, and 
it may not be testing, and 
it may not be an academic 
course, but they are talented, 
and they have a passion for 
something. It doesn’t matter 
where you are in your class or 
your GPA. There are still pos-
sibilities for you.”

Hutchison wants kids to 
understand they have op-
tions. In career and techni-
cal education, there are some 
pathways where they can 
earn college credit, a certifi-
cation and work experience. 

“Don’t say you can’t go to 
college; you have the skill set. 
It’s just what type of school-
ing,” she said about her mes-
saging to students. “I want 
kids to feel like they always 
have the opportunity, but I 
also want them to feel like if 
they want to go directly into 
the career workforce that 
they can.” 

WHAT HIGH SCHOOLERS SAY 
ABOUT GO CENTER

It didn’t take long for stu-
dents to find out about the 
new center. In addition to 
spreading the word inter-
nally, Hutchison said the 
Go Center was intentionally 
placed near the cafeteria to 
attract students. Burtnett 
even offered candy as an ex-
tra incentive to stop by. Now, 
the center is often buzzing 
with students. 

“If you don’t shut the door, 
these kids are in here all the 
time, which is a great prob-
lem,” Hutchison said. 

Senior Wesley Shaw said 
Burtnett’s office by the caf-
eteria is more accessible than 
the previous space she had as 
an academic counselor, and 
he enjoys the atmosphere of 
the Go Center. 

“It’s just so peaceful in here, 
just so quiet that you can ac-
tually think and get to talking, 
and she can help you do what-
ever you need,” Shaw said. 

Junior Mariah Price also 
prefers the Go Center to 
Burtnett’s previous office, 
particularly the fact that she 
can take certain tests in the 
Go Center. 

“I’m not a good test-taker 
in a big group,” Price said. 
“Now when I go to take my 
(Texas Success Initiative 
Assessment) again, I’m go-
ing to take it in here, and 
(Burtnett) will provide private 

testing, pretty much, so you 
can just test by yourself and 
not have to worry about it be-
cause I tend to rush when I’m 
around other people.” 

Students interviewed by 
The Tri-County Reporter said 
the Go Center (Burtnett, spe-
cifically) has been helpful to 
them overall. Senior Allison 
Ford said Burtnett has shown 
that she is also supportive of 
the high schoolers outside of 
career planning, such as by 
cheering them on at sports 
events. 

“She’s very involved in 
everyone’s life, knows what 
we all want to do with our 
future,” Ford said. “She’ll ask 
us where we’re at with that, 
which is nice. And if we have 
any questions, she always has 
the answer.”

Burtnett said she tries to 
treat the students like she 
would her own kids. 

“I want them to feel like 
they’re always welcome and 
that there’s no question they 
can’t ask or that can’t be an-
swered,” she said.  

Shaw remembers being 
introduced to Burtnett as 
a counselor when he tran-
sitioned into high school. 
He credited Burtnett with 
encouraging him to take 
dual credit courses that 
have helped him get closer 
to his goal of becoming an 
engineer. 

“Without her, I don’t think 
I would be getting all these 
college credits I have now, 
which would be really costly 
without it,” he said.

Having the Go Center avail-
able to freshmen and sopho-
mores may give them the 
opportunity to plan ahead 
instead of waiting for their 
senior years, Ford said.

“I wasn’t really familiar 
with applying to colleges or 
scholarships or any of that 
kind of stuff, and I feel like 
(I) definitely would have en-
joyed being able to plan that 
ahead of time as a sopho-
more or as a freshman,” Ford 
said. “I think upcoming fresh-
men will really enjoy being 
able to ask her questions and 
not wait until their senior 
year like I know a lot of us did 
because I know I did. I didn’t 
know. I literally applied for 
college in her room because I 
had never really known how 
to do it.” 

Burtnett said she wants the 
younger students to utilize 
the Go Center so that they’ll 
have an idea of what they 
want to do after graduation 
going into their senior years. 

“It’s not too young as a 
freshman to start talking to 
these recruiters, to start kind 
of navigating and figuring 
out, ‘Where would I like to go 
or what is it that I’d like to 
do?’” she said.

Senior Madison Maynard, 
who initially knew Burtnett 
as an academic adviser, 
changed her mind about 
what career path she wanted 
to pursue a few times before 
finally settling on the goal of 
becoming a traveling labor 
and delivery nurse. Maynard 
said Burtnett was part of this 
process of picking the best 
choice for her. 

“She’s just assured me to 
follow what I’m most inter-
ested in,” Maynard said.

Applying for college or for 
financial aid can be intimi-
dating, especially for stu-
dents who would be the first 
in their families to pursue 
higher education. Burtnett 
hopes to make the process 
doable by breaking it up into 
steps and giving kids the 
guidance and confidence 
they need to get through the 
applications and phone calls. 

“My biggest goal is I never 
want a kid to say, ‘Forget 
this. This is too complicat-
ed. This is too frustrating,’” 
Burtnett said.

Price is looking into a ca-
reer in forensics and wants 
to graduate from high 
school with her associate 
degree. She has depended on 
Burtnett for guidance since 
she is the first in her family 
to go to college and has to 
focus on finding affordable 
options. 

“Everything became real 
this year because I know I’m 
going to able to do it and 
everything now,” Price said. 
“Before, it was like worry-
ing about if I’m going to able 
to make it or not, and obvi-
ously, that’s not something 
you want to think about be-
cause what if you don’t make 
it? But Ms. Burtnett helped 
make sure that it’s all set in 
stone. As long as I keep it 
going, I don’t have to worry 
about it.”

Navigating the cost of 
higher education can also be 
challenging for students, and 
Burtnett aims to help demys-
tify the financial aid and loan 
process as well as narrow 
down options that are more 
affordable. She also tries to 
instill responsibility and a 
degree of self-sufficiency in 
the students. 

“When they go to college, 
they got to be an advocate 
for themselves, or trade 
school or whatever it is,” she 
said. “They’ll always be able 
to contact me, and I tell them 
that. I will always be here for 
any of them. But they’ve got 
to learn because when you 
go to those places, they don’t 
want to talk to mom or dad. 
They want to visit with that 
student. So, I think some-
times it’s getting some of 

them to get the courage to 
realize, ‘I can handle this. I 
can do this. I can call and ask 
this question.’”

Shaw called the Go Center 
a “game changer” and said 
he was able to find out which 

college to go to, what his ma-
jor should be and work on 
getting scholarships through 
the center. 

“Ms. Burtnett is probably 
the best college counselor 
that I’ll ever have,” he said.

MADELYN EDWARDS | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

Aimee Burtnett is the career, college and military readiness counselor at Springtown High School. 

Springtown High School senior Adriana Lopez works among other 
students at the Go Center. 

Springtown High School senior Madison Maynard wants to become 
a labor and delivery nurse after she graduates.
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A church alive is worth the drive! For more information or rates on listing your church, call Jessica at 817-270-3340

THE ABBEY CHURCH 
Pastor: Paul Brownback 

10400 Jacksboro Hwy 817-238-1404  
www.TheAbbeyChurch.com 

Morning Worship ���������������������������10:30 am 
Community Groups ��������������� Various Times

ASH CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH 
Pastor: Dr� G� Wesley Shotwell 

300 South Stewart St� 817-444-3219 
www.ashcreekbc.org 

Sunday School ��������������������������������9:30 am 
Contemporary Worship-TMP ���������10:45 am 
Traditional Worship  ����������������������10:45 am 
Evening Worship/Youth Refuge ��������6:00 pm 
Wednesday Evening ������������������������6:15 pm 

AZLE FIRST ASSEMBLY of GOD 
Rev� Joshua Lowrance 

1020 S�E� Parkway, Azle 817-237-4903 
Sunday School ��������������������������������9:30 am 
Morning Worship ���������������������������10:30 am 
Wednesday Evening ������������������������7:00 pm

COMMUNITY BIBLE FELLOWSHIP CHURCH 
Pastor - Alton Davis 817-521-4510 

1405 Reynolds Rd�, Azle 817-444-7117 
Directions: 730 N� to 1542 �5 mi� right  

on Cardinal, left on Reynolds 
Sunday School ��������������������������������9:45 am 
Morning Worship ���������������������������11:00 am 
Sunday Evening ������������������������������6:00 pm 
Wednesday Evening ������������������������7:00 pm

AZLE CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
DISCIPLES OF CHRIST 

Interim Minister Rev� Russell Clark, 
Family Life Minister Emerson Braun 

117 Church St� • 817-444-3527 
Sunday School ������������������������������10:00 am 
Morning Worship ���������������������������11:00 am 

CORNERSTONE COMMUNITY CHURCH 
2233 Hwy 199 E�, Springtown 

817-221-LIFE (5433)  
Sunday Worship Service ���������������10:00 am 
Wednesday �������������������������������������7:00 pm

CROSSROADS BAPTIST CHURCH 
Pastor - Jon Baker 

Corner FM 730S & FM 1886 817-755-0279 
Transportation Available 

Worship Service ����������������������������10:30 am 
Wed� Prayer Service ������������������������7:00 pm

THE EDGE CHURCH - AZLE 
1313 S�E� Pkwy, Azle 817-237-4822 

Missouri Synod 
“Love God - Serve Others - Share Jesus” 

Traditional Worship �������������������������9:30 am 
Contemporary Worship������������������11:00 am

FIRST METHODIST CHURCH OF AZLE 
Pastor: Rev� Raymond Gilman 

200 Church St�, Azle 817-444-3323 
Morn� Worship �������������������8:30 & 10:45 am 
Sunday School �������������������������������9:45  am 
Youth ����������������5:00 pm Sun & 6:30 pm Wed

GRACEPOINTE CHURCH 
4110 E� Hwy 199, Springtown

Pastor: Timothy McKeown 
817-221-5683 gracepointesbc.org

Sunday School �������������������������������9:45 am 
Sunday Service �����������������������������11:00 am 
Wednesday Bible Study ������������������6:00 pm

HOLY TRINITY CATHOLIC CHURCH 
800 Highcrest Dr� -  Azle 817-444-3063 

Saturday �����������������������������������������5:00 pm 
Sunday �������������������������������������������9:00 am 
Sunday �������������������������������11 am (Spanish) 
Daily Mass (M, T, Th, F) �������������������8:00 am 
Wednesday Mass Religious ED �������6:30 pm 
Confessions �����������������������������������Sat 4 pm

HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH ELCA 
4795 E� Hwy 199 - Reno 817-221-HOPE 

Follow us on Facebook for streaming services 
Sunday School ��������������������������������9:00 am 
Traditional Service ������������������������10:00 am

SOLID ROCK BIBLE CHURCH 
591 S� Reno Rd, , Springtown, Texas 76082 

Pastor - Bill Gay - 817-304-7443 
Coffee and Donuts ��������������������������9:00 am 
Sunday School ��������������������������������9:30 am 
Morning Worship ���������������������������10:30 am 

Children’s Church After Music Service 
Wed� Prayer Meeting �����������������������6:30 pm 
Wed� Bible Study �����������������������������7:00 pm

LEGACY CHURCH 
Assembly of God Church 
Pastor: Gary D� Veazey 

Hwy� 199 & Jaybird Lane 817-221-2983 
Morning Worship ����������������9:15 & 11:00 am 
Kidz Zone���������������������������9:15 & 11:00 am 
Weds Evening Legacy Group Legacy Youth, Kids  
All Services �������������������������������������7:00 pm

THE RANCH CHRISTIAN COWBOY CHURCH 
Pastor: Greg Slankard 

7955 Reed Rd�, Azle 682-327-7082 
www.TheRanchCCC.org 

Sunday School 9:30 am • Worship 10:00 am 
Weds 7:00 pm • Thurs Potluck 6:30 pm
SILVER CREEK METHODIST CHURCH 

Pastor: Bill Killough 
2200 Church Rd�, Azle 817-444-1382 

www.silvercreekmc.org 
Sunday School 9:30 am • Worship 10:30 am

SILVER CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH 
Pastor:  Jay Ditty   

Minister of Music: David Musick 
Corner FM 730 S� & Veal Station Rd� 

Church 817-444-2325  
www.silvercreekbc.org  

Sunday School �������������������������������9:45  am 
Morning Worship ���������������������������10:50 am 
Evening Worship �����������������������������6:00 pm 
Wed� Prayer Service ������������������������7:00 pm

THE WORD@LAKESIDE CHURCH OF GOD 
9396 FM 1886 Fort Worth, TX 76135 

817-237-5500 
thewordatlakeside�com 

Pastors: Brandon and Kelly Bohannon 
Worship Pastor: Christen Moody 

Family Life and Young Adult Pastors: Jodie 
and Mark James, Kids Pastor: Katie Pearson, 

Student Pastors: Taylor and Sheridan 
Tomlin, Creative Directors: Logan and Carrie 

Edwards, Connections Coordinators: 
Preston and Ashley Larrew

Equip Sunday School 
at the WORD �������������������������������� 9:30 AM 
Empower Worship 
at the WORD ������������������������������ 10:45 AM 
Kids at the WORD����������������������� 10:45 AM 
PreK at the WORD ���������������������� 10:45 AM 
Emanate at the WORD  
(Special Needs Ministry) ������������ 10:45 AM 
Nursery at the WORD ����������������� 10:45 AM 
Young Adults at the WORD ����������� 6:00 PM 
Wednesdays 
Adult Bible Class �������������������������� 7:00 PM 
The WORD Students 
(6th-12th grades) ������������������������� 6:30 PM 
Awana Kids at the WORD  ������������ 6:30 PM 
Life at the WORD Life Groups Various Times

... ATTEND THE CHURCH OF YOUR CHOICE THIS SUNDAY

James R. Plowman 
Norma Plowman
913 N. Elm St.  

Weatherford, TX 76086
www.galbreaithpickard.com

1-800-593-2747

817-594-2747 • FAX 817-596-7803

Azle • Springtown • Mineral Wells • Weatherford
817-444-3211 • www.whitesfuneral.com

Our family serving your family since 1908

• Full Service
Funeral Home

• Cremation
Services

• Pre-Need
Plans

Bob White,
Anita White & 
Zack Bellenger

408 South Ash St. 
Springtown, TX 76082

Sunday School 9:45 am
Monday Worship 10:45 am
Evening Worship 6:30 pm

Wednesday Bible Study 7:00 pm

Bethel Missionary
BAPTIST CHURCH

All are welcome
2nd Peter 3:18

But grow in grace and 
in the knowledge of our 
Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ. To him be glory 
both now and for ever. 
Amen. 

Pastor: 
Brandon Hall 
Ashley Hall

OBITUARIES
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Thomas Fulton
1959-2024

Thomas William Fulton, 
64, passed away March 10, 
2024. He was a Navy veteran 
and will be greatly missed by 
those who knew him.

Thomas leaves behind his 
wife, Teresa Fulton; daugh-
ter Betty Fulton; son Eric 
Fulton; stepdaughter Autumn 
Rodriguez; and stepson 
Matthew Dahl.
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Charles Donnell
1937-2024

A memorial service for 
Charles Lamar Donnell will be 
Saturday, March 16, at noon, 
at Crossroads Baptist Church, 
6003 FM 1886 in Azle. 

Charles was born May 9, 
1937, in Graham, to William 
E. and Kate Spann Donnell. 
He departed this life March 6, 
2024, at his home in Parker 
County.

He graduated from Azle 
High School in 1955. He 
was a longtime member of 
Crossroads Baptist Church 
and a lifetime member of 
Parker County Sportsman 
Club. He enjoyed Christian 
fellowship, woodworking, 
and trading at flea markets. 
Nothing made him happier 
than finding a good bargain. 

Charles began his working 
career at Fort Worth National 
Bank in the late 1950s. He 
later moved on to work for 
Sears, Roebuck & Co. as a 
tool salesman where he met 
his wife, Barbara Clower. 
They were married in 1971. 
Charles later went to work for 

Stevenson Service Company. 
He never completely retired 
as he continued reinventing 
himself as a wooden toy mak-
er and the person who fixed 
whatever needed fixing.

He was preceded in death 
by his parents; his wife, 
Barbara; his sisters Katherine 
Webb, Geraldine Raper, 
Pauline Owens and Naomi 
Hearell Stewart.

He is survived by his sons 
and daughters-in-law: Scott 
and Robin Donnell and Ryan 
and Amelia Donnell; his 
step-grandchildren: Wesley 
Frasier, Lara Maalouli and 
Ashton Jo Self; his brother, 
Tom Donnell (Regina); his 
sisters, Marian Vandergriff 
and Jane Stevenson (Gene); 
several nieces and nephews; 
and many friends. He will 
be remembered as a good 
Christian man and a valued 
family member.
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James Gilley
1934-2024

James Aaron Gilley, age 89, 
passed from his earthly home 
to his eternal home Saturday, 
March 16, 2024, while sur-
rounded by his family.

A funeral service was at 10 
a.m. Wednesday, March 20, at 
First Baptist Church of Castle 
Hills, 401 Beverly Road, Azle, 
where he was a longstanding 
member.

Visitation was from 9:30-10 
a.m., at the church.

In lieu of flowers, the fam-
ily kindly requests that dona-
tions be made in James’ name 
to the Castle Hills Mission 
House. This gesture would be 
deeply appreciated and align 
with his cherished values.

James was born June 26, 
1934, in Azle, Henry and 
Agnes Gilley. He remained a 
lifelong resident of the area.

James was a proud gradu-
ate of Azle High School, 
class of 1954. He dedicated 
over four decades of ser-
vice to AMPI-Associated Milk 
Producer Inc., from which he 
eventually retired. After re-
tirement, James found joy in 
serving at Castle Hills Mission 
House.

James had a passion for 
sports, which was evi-
dent in the way he enthu-
siastically supported Azle 
Athletics alongside his loved 
ones, R.M. Gunn and David 
Gilley. His devotion to his 
teams — the Texas Rangers, 
Dallas Cowboys and Dallas 
Mavericks — only grew stron-
ger over time as he relished 
every victory they achieved.

He is preceded in death 
by his parents, Henry and 
Agnes Gilley; in-laws, Albert 
and Ida Mae Richardson; 
twin children, Danny Ray and 
Carla Kay Gilley; and seven 

siblings, Gail Bryan Gilley, 
Margie (Dobbie) Tinsley, 
Marvin Gilley, Richard Gilley, 
David Gilley, Juanita Hinkle 
Coffee and Darelene Bernard; 
brothers-in-law, R.M. Gunn 
and Leon Richardson; and de-
voted friend, Larry Admire.

Survivors include his lov-
ing wife of 65 years, Patsy; his 
four children, Kent Gilley and 
wife, Cindy, Shelley Gilley 
Unger and husband, Scott, 
Chad Gilley and wife Bobbie, 
and Christi Gilley; and broth-
er, Ronnie Gilley and wife, 
Sandi. James cherished his 11 
grandchildren: Zach, Craig, 
Jonathan, Kristen, Rachel, 
Bridgette, Kaylee, Jaci, Caitlin, 
Renner and Austin; special 
friends, Waymon Smithers 
and Marc Markum; and a host 
of extended family members 
and friends.

We would like to extend 
our heartfelt gratitude to 
Springtown Park Rehab for 
their exceptional compassion 
and care.

James will be greatly 
missed by all his family and 
friends.

The Tri-County Reporter, 
Thursday March 21, 2024

Nancy Holly
1940-2024

Nancy Jo (Bettis) Holly, lov-
ing wife, mother, grandmoth-
er and great-grandmother, 
departed this earthly life to 
heaven Wednesday, March 
13, 2024.

A graveside service was at 
10 a.m., Wednesday, March 
20, at Azleland Memorial 
Park under the direction of 
Biggers Funeral Home, 6100 
Azle Avenue, Lake Worth, 
Texas 76135.

Nancy was born June 11, 
1940, in Fort Worth, to Austin 
and Josephine Bettis. She 
deeply loved her family and 
enjoyed any time they could 
spend together. She also 
took great delight in reading, 
sewing, cross-stitching and 
visiting with neighbors and 
friends.

Nancy was preceded in 
death by her husband of al-
most 63 years, Delmar.

She is survived by her chil-
dren, Sharon Dignum and 
husband, Stanley, Gary Holly 

and wife, Karen, Karen Kidd 
and husband, Mark, and 
CD Holly and wife, Tammy; 
grandchildren, Heather, 
Chance, Brian, Trevor, Tyler, 
Hayley and Hannah; great-
grandchildren, Madison, 
Kanyon, Karson and Carter; 
her best friend of nearly 80 
years, Yvonne Palmer.

The Tri-County Reporter, 
Thursday March 21, 2024

Cody Ross
1956-2024

Cody Joe Ross, born July 
1, 1956, in Gorman Texas, 
passed away peacefully in 
his sleep at home, Saturday, 
March 9, 2024.

The memorial service will 
be held at Church of Christ 
located at 316 Church St. in 
Springtown, Saturday, March 
23, at 11 a.m.

Cody moved to Springtown 
at a young age and went on 
to graduate from Springtown 
High School with the class 
of 1975. He enjoyed time 
with friends working rodeos, 
hunting and fishing.

He is preceded in death by 
sister Darenda Sue Ross; fa-
ther, Joe H. Ross; and brother 
Rodney Ross.

Cody is survived by his wife 
of 31 years, Darlene Ross; 
stepdaughter Jennifer and 
husband Tim; stepdaugh-
ter Tiffany and husband 
Chris; mother Nelda Sue 
Ross; brother Bruce Ross 

and wife Kelly; brother Mike 
Ross and wife Tena; sister-
in-law Catherine Ross; sev-
eral grandchildren, great-
grandchildren, nieces and 
nephews.
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704 Northwest Pkwy, Azle
817-270-3230 • 817-270-3240

 @burrowsauto

Here at Burrows Auto we are equipped to 
handle all of your vehicle's mechanical 
needs. We do anything from oil changes to 
engine and transmission swaps.
We are also a Smart Start contract shop. 
We install and service alcohol breathalyzers.

Open Mon-Fri 9 am - 5 pm, Sat 9 am - 3 pm

Family owned and operated
Donna Hopwood &

Debi Matthews

Tax Service & More, LLC
HOPWOOD’S

• All Type of Income Taxes
• Small Business Bookkeeping
• W2’s & 1099 Preparation
• Quarterly Taxes • Notary 
• 18 years in Springtown

Bank Products Available

We Have Moved!
109 E. 1st St., Springtown

ON THE SQUARE

817-220-7200
FOR APPOINTMENT

Licensed & Insured in the State of Texas: TX Lic.# TACLA01475E

FOR IMMEDIATE SERVICE, CALL:

817-220-4506
1825 W Hwy 199, Springtown, TX 76082

With Our A/C
Expertise!

Schedule Your Tune-up Today

Air Conditioning
& Heating Inc.

J & E

Breathe Easy
this Spring

FOR SPONSORSHIP 
OR TO REGISTER CALL 

THE CHAMBER

817-220-7828 

$500/Team of 5
$100/Person
Includes earplugs, 

100 clays per shooter, 
and lunch!

Sponsored by Colt Midstream

13 th Annual
Clay Shoot
Fri, April 12th, 2024

REGISTRATION IS OPEN!

Hopwood’s Tax 
Service & More

Let this family business help you – and relax

This family business makes tax time easy.
Tax season can be stressful for anyone. 

Leave the work up to the professionals and 
give yourself some time to do something 
you really enjoy!

Don’t hesitate to reach out for help from 
down-home folks who understand you just 
as well as they understand bookkeeping 
and tax law.

Turn your taxes over to Hopwood’s.
Donna Hopwood and her daughter, Debi 

Matthews, operate Hopwood’s Tax Ser-
vice & More. They offer a unique blend of 
skills that can help you relax at tax time. 
They’re ready to put their knowledge and 
experience to work for you right now, while 
there’s plenty of time to meet that dreaded 
deadline.

Donna has years of experience handling 
tax issues for truckers, farmers, and other 
small businesses, with particular insight 
into the unique issues and deductions that 
apply to these fields.

Regardless of where you live, anyone 
needing a tax pro can find one online at 
www.irs.gov. There, you will find Donna 
and Debbi with other tax pros and their 
levels of education with taxes. 

People can now check on tax pros at the 
website and click the side option to see 
which agents in the area are educated, and 
others, by zip code.

So: Go to www.irs.gov and, on the left, 
click on choosing your tax professional, 
then search the directory link by zip code.

Donna and Debi have been doing tax 
work together in Springtown for 18 years. 
Together, the Hopwood family can help 
individuals, business owners, farm opera-
tions, and others maximize their profits and 
make the most of their tax situation. They 
offer preparation of quarterly tax, W2’s, and 
1099 preparation – they even offer a public 
fax and notary service.

If you’re a new customer, mention this 
article and you’ll get a 10 percent discount 

off the regular fee.
Hopwood’s Tax Service & More has 

moved to its new location at 109 E 1st St. 
in Springtown, on the Square.

They’re open from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Mon-
day through Friday and 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. on 
Saturdays. Call 817-220-7200 and set up an 
appointment when it’s convenient for you 
including after hours.

The Hopwoods make tax time “relax 
time” for you. Rest easy knowing that these 
friendly folks are here all year if you hap-
pen to need them! So call Hopwood’s Tax 
Service today and find out how easy tax 
season can be!

Photo cutline: Donna Hopwood and her 
daughter Debi Matthews are here to help 
you in their 18th tax season in Springtown. 
Call Hopwood’s Tax Service & More at 
817-220-7200.

Donna Hopwood and her daughter Debi Mat-
thews are here to help you in their 18th tax 
season in Springtown. Call Hopwood’s Tax 
Service & More at 817-220-7200.

OBITUARIES

The Tri-County Reporter, 
Thursday March 21, 2024

Michael Lane
1946-2024

Michael Eugene Lane, 77, 
passed away Wednesday, 
March 6, 2024, in 
Weatherford. 

He was born Nov. 12, 1946, 
in Fort Worth to Robert Ray 
and Dortha Ellen (Ford) Lane. 

He grew up in the Fort 
Worth area and graduated 
from Tech High in 1964. He 
married the love of his life, 
Sandra, in 1965. Michael 
worked as a grain elevator 
operator supervisor, retiring 
after 36 years of service. He 
enjoyed all things outdoors 
and loved spending time with 
his family.

Michael was preceded in 
death by his parents; sisters, 
Sue Watson and Barbara 
Lane; and daughter, Deanna 
Lynn Lane.

Michael is survived by 
his loving wife of 60 years, 
Sandra Lane; sons, Michael 
Ray Lane and Kyle Ray Lane; 

sister, Patrica Raegle; grand-
children, Hazel, Scarlett, 
Luke, Madison, DJ, Summer, 
Brandon, and Taylor; and nu-
merous nieces, nephews, ex-
tended family and friends. 

He will be dearly missed by 
all who knew and loved him.

The Tri-County Reporter, 
Thursday March 21, 2024

Raymond Smith
1938-2024

Raymond William Smith, 
85, passed away Wednesday, 
March 13, 2024, in 
Springtown, surrounded by 
his family. Funeral services 
were held Monday, March 
18 at 1 p.m. in Alexander’s 
Midway Funeral Home’s 
Chapel and burial immedi-
ately followed at Springtown 
Cemetery. 

Raymond was born Oct. 
31, 1938, in Fort Worth to 
Leonard Lee Smith and Emma 
Tabitha (Bell) Smith Travis.

He was raised in Fort Worth 
and later served in the Army 
National Guard from 1955 to 
1960. 

Raymond married the love 
of his life, Wilma (Kennedy) 
Smith in 1956. They moved 
to Springtown in 1965 where 
they raised their four girls. 
He was a truck driver for over 
41 years, retiring from Grief 
Brothers Trucking, and was a 
member of Legacy Church for 
many years.

Raymond enjoyed fishing 
and spending time with his 
family. 

Raymond was preceded in 
death by his parents; broth-
ers, Glin Smith and Grady 
Smith; sisters, Lillie Rivers 
and Lena May Smith; daugh-
ters, Cynthia Harnsberger 

and Trina Gray; and grand-
son, Chase Gray.

He is survived by his lov-
ing and devoted wife of 67 
years, Wilma Smith; brother, 
Calvin Smith and wife, Ann; 
sister, Doris Veneen and hus-
band, Charlie; daughters, Kay 
Wilson and husband, Kenny, 
Melinda Black and husband, 
Rodney; 14 grandchildren 
and 25 great-grandchildren; 
numerous nieces, neph-
ews and extended family. 
Raymond was a kind and 
loving husband, father and 
grandfather. He will be dearly 
missed by all those who knew 
and loved him.

To place an obituary
Call 817-270-3340
or email us at:
info@tricountyreporter.com

Groundwater

STAFF REPORT
Native Plant Society Cross Timbers Chapter 

Water must be on just 
about everyone’s mind 
these days after last sum-
mer’s blistering drought. 

Do we have enough, where 
is it coming from, how can 
we save and protect the re-
sources we have? 

For a status update about 
groundwater in North 
Texas, geoscientist Jill 
Garcia of the Upper Trinity 
Groundwater Conservation 
District will speak at the 
March 26 meeting of the 
Cross Timbers Chapter of 
the Native Plant Society in 
Weatherford.

The groundwater dis-
trict covers Parker, Wise, 
Hood and Montague coun-
ties. It is headquartered in 
Springtown. Its wide-rang-
ing mission covers ground-
water (the Paluxy and Upper 
Trinity aquifers) including 
protecting wells, preventing 
waste and promoting con-
servation. The district also 
does water quality testing 
and well monitoring, and it 
has a state-of-the-art water 

education trailer outfitted 
to demonstrate the water 
cycle that it takes to schools 
at no charge (teachers, take 
note!).

Garcia coordinates out-
reach events, educational 
initiatives and grant pro-
grams at the groundwater 
district’s Springtown of-
fice. She holds a bachelor’s 
degree in geology from 
Tarleton State University 
and a master’s degree in 
geosciences with a concen-
tration in sedimentology 
and stratigraphy from Texas 
Tech University.

The meeting will be 
Tuesday, March 26 at the 
Mount Pleasant School, 213 
Raymond George Way in 
Weatherford. The business 
meeting begins at 6 p.m. 
followed by the program at 
6:30 p.m. The public is al-
ways welcome and light re-
freshments will be available. 

The goal of the Native 
Plant Society of Texas is to 
protect the environment 
through conservation, re-
search and use of native 
plants. See more information 
at www.npsot.org.

Native Plant Society to hear
update on the state of 
groundwater in North Texas
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Optimist
Club of Azle

Meets every 
FRIDAY at 6:45 am

Moe’s Country Kitchen 
316 W. Main, Azle

Rotary
Club 

of Azle
MEETS AT NOON 

THURSDAY
412 Commerce St. 

(across from Azle Post Office)

Addiction wants to destroy 
you & everyone around you.

The Finish Line

With Jesus there 
is Victory over 
addiction.
GET BACK IN 
THE RACE!

Meetings held every Friday from
7:30pm-9:30pm at The Church at Azle

1801 S. Stewart • Azle • 817-401-8513 
www.ourfinishline.com

Floor School or Work 
7:30 PM 

THURSDAY NIGHT
Kenny Patrick- Worshipful Master

Chris Akers - Secretary
Clint Hall - Treasurer

Azle Lodge
No. 601

817-444-2300
412 Commerce St.

Volunteer Caregiver 
Training Classes

Classes open to 
public at no charge

Good N.E.W.S.

Our 
Volunteers 

Make a 
Difference!

Caregiver Volunteer Meeting
1st Monday of 

Each Month at 6pm

Living at Home Block Nurse Program

Meets 2nd TUESDAY 6:30 PM 

412 Commerce, Azle 
e-clubhouse.org/sites/azle_tk/

Jamie Westbrook - president 
817-550-7625

Azle Lion’s Club
Volunteers Needed 

TexasHealth.org/ 
Volunteer/Our-Process

RAINBOW INN GIFT SHOP 
Inside Hospital 108 Denver Trail 

Azle 817-444-8651
ATTIC RERUNS 

NOW OPEN! FRI 9-4 SAT 9-1 
714 SE Pkwy Azle 817-270-3690

CLUB or 
ORGANIZATION 

meeting?

Only $125 
for 52 weeks 

of advertising

Call for details:
817-270-3340

Daily meetings at Noon & 6:30 pm 
Sunday at 3 pm

229 S. Stewart St. • Azle
817-332-3533

Faced with a 
DRINKING Problem?

Perhaps Alcoholics Anonymous can HELP.

10328 Jacksboro Hwy
Fort Worth TX 76135

817-237-1819
www.emphc.org

Tues 9 - 3 pm • Thurs 12-6 pm
Se Habla eSpañol

Clubs and Clubs and 
OrganizationsOrganizations

Concerned about 
someone with an addiction?

Meetings Mon & Fri 6:30 pm
229 S. Stewart St. (left door) Azle

www.al-anon.org
azlesanctuaryafg@gmail.com

Leading People to Jesus Christ 
through the 12 Step Program 

alongside the Biblical Principals

120 E. Main St., Azle, TX 
Tuesdays 7-8:15 pm

For info contact Greg S. 
817-851-8648

COMMUNITY CHURCH

Christian Leaders partnering together 
with one voice to impact our culture for 

Christ. We celebrate unity amidst diversity 
as we pastor our community.

Luncheon meetings 
11:45 a.m. - 1 p.m. 2nd Tues of each 

month; location varies.
See www.azlema.com or email 

director@azlema.com for additional 
information.

817-200-4611

Love God. Love People. Love Your City.
Dream Center open 9-3 M-F 

11698 FM730 S. Azle
FOR QUESTIONS CALL:

833-4WE-SERV
servolutionnetwork.com

•	AZLE MEMORIAL LIBRARY will celebrate its 15th anniversary with an open 
house and reception from 1-3 p.m. Saturday, March 23 at the library, 333 W. Main 
St. There will be refreshments, door prizes and activities for all ages.

•	AZLE HIGH SCHOOL’S Marching Green Pride will host a Ties and Tiaras Daddy-
Daughter Dance, 6-8 p.m. Saturday, March 23 at Azle High School. Tickets are $20 
per couple when purchased in advance, $25 at the door. Each additional daughter 
is $5. This event benefits the MGP Indoor Drumline and Winter Guard.

•	EASTER EGG HUNT March 31 at First Baptist Lakeside, 8801 Jacksboro Hwy. 
Hunts will be staggered and broken down by age group in the Preschool and 
Children’s areas at the church. Arrive 15 minutes early. Only one hunt per child. 
Preschool area: 9:15 PreK-K; 9:45 age 2-3; 10:15 Babies and Toddlers; Children’s 
Area: 9:15 5th-6th grade; 9:45 3rd-4th grade; 10:15 1st-2nd grade.

•	AZLE AREA CHAMBER of Commerce Events: AACoC will host its annual Clay 
Shoot 11:30 a.m.-6 p.m. Friday, March 29 at Fossil Pointe Sporting Grounds, 7282 
Farm-to-Market Road 51 in Decatur. The chamber’s April luncheon will begin at 
11:30 a.m. April 2 at 404 Main Place in Azle. Business After Hours is slated for 
4:30-6:30 p.m. April 25 at NBT Financial, 405 Commerce St., Azle.

•	SPRINGTOWN AREA CHAMBER of Commerce Events: SACoC will host its an-
nual Clay Shoot at 11 a.m. Friday, April 12 at Fossil Pointe Sporting Grounds. The 
April chamber luncheon will be 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. April 25 at the Springtown 
Senior Center, 1070 N. Main St., Springtown.

•	AZLE AREA MINISTERIAL Alliance will partner with Carter BloodCare to host 
a blood drive from 3:30-6:30 p.m. April 1 at First Methodist Church of Azle, 200 
Church St. Sign up at the following link: https://ww3.greatpartners.org/donor/
schedules/drive_schedule/145185.

•	LIGHTHOUSE HARBOR CHURCH, 1960 Long Circle, Azle, will host a Grief 
Support Group from 4:30-5:30 p.m. Mondays from April 1 through May 6. There 
is no cost to attend but registration is required. Contact Kaitlin Tollison for more 
information at kaitlin.tollison@psalm46counseling.com.

•	NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER is celebrated the first Thursday of May each year. 
Azle Area Ministerial Alliance will host a free event from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. May 
2 at The Orchard Event Venue and Retreat, 1421 Northeast Parkway, Azle. Hilltop 
Family Church, 1227 Old Cottondale Road, Springtown, will host a breakfast for 
National Day of Prayer at 7 a.m.

•	CALLING ALL BOOK LOVERS! Springtown Public Library will host a spring 
book sale from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday, May 4 at the annex building across 
from Springtown City Hall. Don’t forget to bring your own bag for the $5 Fill-a-Bag 
sale!

To submit your Hometown Happenings, email information to jessica@tricountyreporter.com.

Circus coming to 
Springtown March 25
STAFF REPORTS

SPRINGTOWN — A big top 
circus is scheduled to be in 
Springtown for two shows 
Monday, March 25.

C&M Circus showtimes will 
be at 5 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. 
at Springtown Intermediate 
School on Pojo Road, accord-
ing to the circus’ event page 
on Facebook. The shows 
are expected to include big 
cats, tight rope performanc-
es, aerialists, foot juggling, 

horses and daredevils.
Tickets can be purchased 

online at https://cm-circus.
square.site until 10 p.m. 
March 24 or from the fol-
lowing local businesses: 
Springtown Flower Shop, 
Highland Furniture, The 
Community Bank, Pinnacle 
Bank and Miriam Hair Salon. 
Tickets bought before the 
show are discounted and 
cost $13 for adults and $8 
for children ages 2-12 or 

adults ages 65 and older. 
Tickets purchased from the 
box office the day of the cir-
cus will cost $16 for adults 
and $9 for children and 
seniors. 

Some of the proceeds from 
the circus will benefit the 
Springtown Area Chamber 
of Commerce, which is the 
event’s sponsor. 

More information is avail-
able at cmcircus.com online. 

JIM STEVENS | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

Christian and Zefta Loyal perform with horses when the C&M Circus came to Springtown in March 2022.

HOMETOWN

Happenings
Notice of Public Sale 

Public boat sale to satisfy storage lien. Up for bids LEGALLY BELONGING TO: Sharon Hoppe 
& Brian Everett TX #3491BY 1970 49’ Burns Houseboat SER# B202104234323 The Sale Will 
Be Held on April 13th 2024 1:00 PM, West Bay Marina, 6925 Liberty School Tap Rd. Azle, 
Tx 76020 (817)444-1622.Terms are cash/cashier’s check at time of sale. Public boat sale to 
satisfy storage lien. Up for bids LEGALLY BELONGING TO: Thomas Fauver & Randy Ausbern 
TX #2863EB 2006 18’ Ebbtide Ser# ETC00376K505 the Sale Will Be Held on April 13th 2024 
1:00 PM, West Bay Marina, 6925 Liberty School Tap Rd. Azle, Tx 76020 (817)444-1622.Terms 
are cash/cashier’s check at time of sale. Public boat sale to satisfy storage lien. Up for bids 
LEGALLY BELONGING TO: Chisty Hussain & Robert Self TX # 3471AU 1960 36’ Chris Craft SER 
#CXA360189H The Sale Will Be Held on April 13th 2024 1:00 PM, West Bay Marina, 6925 Liberty 
School Tap Rd. Azle, Tx 76020 (817)444-1622.Terms are cash/cashier’s check at time of sale.  

LEGAL PUBLIC NOTICES

Extra! Extra!
Read All About It!

321 W. Main Street, Azle 321 W. Main Street, Azle 
817-270-3340817-270-3340

tricountyreporter.comtricountyreporter.com

FOR 
ONE 
YEAR

$$4040
ONLINE

FOR 
ONE 
YEAR

$$7070
OUT-OF-COUNTY

FOR 
ONE 
YEAR

$$5050
IN-COUNTY
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INVITATION TO BID

The City of Springtown is soliciting proposals for the construction of 
the following project:

Water Supply and Treatment Design for 
Water Treatment Plant Capacity Improvements

Sealed proposals must be delivered to:

Physical Address:

The City of Springtown City Hall, 102 East Second St., 
Springtown, Texas 76082
Mailing Address:

The City of Springtown, P.O. Box 444 
Springtown, TX 76082
Proposals shall be received no later than April 11, 2024 at 2:00 PM. 
The proposals will be publicly opened and read aloud at this time 
and place. Bids received after this time will be returned unopened. 
Address proposals to David Miller, City Administrator.

Contract Documents and geotechnical report may be examined free 
of charge at the following addresses:

Engineer Owner
Westwood Professional 
Services, Inc.

City of Springtown

7557 Rambler Road Suite 1400 102 Easy Second Street

Dallas, TX 75231 Springtown, TX 76082

Clint A. Bissett, P.E. David Miller, City Administrator

Advertisement and bid phase information for the Project 
can be found at the following web site: https://cityofspringtown.
com/live/city-services/bid-invitations/

Contract Documents may downloaded or viewed free of charge at 
this web site. It is the downloader’s responsibility to determine that a 
complete set of documents, as defined in the Instructions to Bidders 
are received. Printed copies of the Contract Documents may be 
purchased at the website for the cost of printing.  The cost for printed 
Contract Documents is not refunded.

This web site will be updated periodically with addenda, planholders 
lists, bid tabulations, additional reports or other information relevant 
to bidding the Project.

A non-mandatory pre-bid conference 
for the project will be held on: 

Date: March 27, 2024 Time: 2:00 PM 
Location: City of Springtown City Hall

Direct questions regarding distribution of 
Contract Documents for this project to Westwood. Direct questions 

related to the design of the project to:

Project Manager
Clint A. Bissett, PE
972-235-3031
Clint.bissett@westwoodps.com

This project consists of design improvements of the Surface Water 
Treatment Plant, which includes three (3) new pumps, one (1) 
new Trident Unit, 240 LF of 8” backwash supply line, 90 LF of 10” 
backwash supply line, and upgrades to the electrical equipment and 
controls.

Bidders must submit a cashier’s check, certified check, or acceptable 
bidder’s bond with their proposal as a guarantee that the Bidder will 
enter into a contract for the project with the Owner within 15 days 
of Notice of Award of the contract. The security must be payable to 
Owner in the amount of 5 percent of the bid submitted. Contractor 
must execute the contract, bonds and certificates of insurance on the 
forms provided in the Contract Documents.

Contractors for this Project must pay no less than the prevailing 
wage rates for the area established by the Owner and included in the 
contract documents.

The City of Springtown reserves the right to reject any or all bids or 
to waive any informalities in the bidding.

Performance, Payment, and Maintenance Bonds are required.

The Owner reserves the right to adopt the most advantageous 
interpretation of the bids submitted in the case of ambiguity or lack 
of clearness in stating proposal prices, to reject any or all bids, and/
or waive formalities. Bids may not be withdrawn within 90 days from 
date on which bids are opened.

This contract is contingent upon release of funds from the Texas 
Water Development Board (TWDB). Any contract or contracts 
awarded under this Request for Proposals are expected to be funded 
in part by a loan or grant from the TWDB. Neither the State of Texas 
nor any of its departments, agencies or employees is or will be a party 
to this Invitation to Bid or any resulting contract.

Equal Opportunity in Employment — All qualified applicants will 
receive consideration for employment without regard to race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap or national origin. Offerors are required to 
comply with the President’s Executive Order No. 11246, as amended 
by Executive Order 11375, and as supplemented in department of 
Labor regulations 41 CFR Part 60.

Special Thanks To:
Covered Bridge - Ricky & Chantal Dauenhauer, Owners

Leonardo Event Group • Brooklynn Hatton
Springtown Flower Shop • Corn Fed Catering

Brookshires • NRS Feed Store
Springtown Independent School District

Springtown Area Chamber of Commerce would like to thank the 
following businesses and individuals for their contribution to 

the Chamber 2024 Chamber Gala!

Springtown’s Hop & Shop 
event coming March 23
MADELYN EDWARDS
springtownreporter@tricountyreporter.com 

SPRINGTOWN — The city 
of Springtown’s annual 
Easter event is scheduled to 
take place Saturday.

The Hop & Shop will take 
place from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
March 23 on the Springtown 
Square and will feature ven-
dors, including for food, as 
well as photo opportunities 
with the Easter Bunny and a 
kids’ coloring contest.

Additionally, four Easter 
egg hunts will take place at 
Springtown Park near the 
Newby Pavilion behind Wells 
Fargo. The first egg hunt 
will be at 11:30 a.m. for ba-

bies who are 2 years old or 
younger, then 11:50 a.m. for 
toddlers ages 3-4, 12:10 p.m. 
for children ages 5-7 and 
finally, 12:30 p.m. for kids 8 
years old and older.

The “shop” part of the 
Hop & Shop involves a 
game in which participants 
are tasked with collecting 
stamps from the following 
places starting March 18: 
Springtown Flower Shop, 
Pojo Coffee Shoppe, Alvin 
Ord’s Sandwich Shop, Miriam 
Salon, Springtown Garden 
Center, Hilltop Family 
Church, AV Ranch Western 
Wear, Market 76082, Parker 
County Beef Company, 
Springtown Area Chamber 

of Commerce, City of 
Springtown Animal Control, 
Springtown Pharmacy, 
Highland Furniture, 
Springtown Public Library, 
the Open Range Kettle Corn 
food truck, The Corn Fed 
Club and Senshi Sushi & Grill. 

Those who get a stamp 
from each of the 17 busi-
nesses can turn in their 
stamp card at 1 p.m. March 
23 at the Tabernacle and be 
entered in a raffle drawing 
for prizes. Stamp cards can 
be picked up at the par-
ticipating businesses and 
Springtown City Hall. 

For more information 
about the event, contact city 
hall at 817-220-4834. 

MADELYN EDWARDS | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

Stella Barnard and Preslie Collins pet a pair of alpacas, provided by Wise Alpaca Farm, at last year’s 
Springtown Hop & Shop event.
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LEGAL NOTICE
Application has been made with the Texas Al-
coholic Beverage Commission for a wine and 
malt beverage retail dealers on premise per-
mit (BG) by Lakeworth Inc. dba First Choice 
Food Mart, to be located at 8825 Jacksboro 
Highway, Lakeside, Tarrant, Texas. Officers 
of said corporation are Mohammad Jiwani 
Pres/Sec.

Shaye Hogle Hogye Hogle

HOGLE
Insurance Group

167 W. Main • 817-444-6389
www.HogleInsurance.com 

“Our Best Policy is Personal Service”

5.75%
Fixed Annuity 
60 Month 
Guarantee
$10,000 MIN. DEPOSIT

• Life Insurance • Medical
• Group Life Insurance
• Group Medical (2-50 employees)

• IRAs • SEPS • Annuities
• Medigap Plans
• Final Expense Plans
• Short Term Medical
• Trip Insurance • Dental Plans

3% Savings Account with All Life Policies
4895 E. Hwy 199, Reno • 682-310-0079
Mon-Thurs 10:30 am - 7 pm, Fri-Sat 10:30 am - 8 pm, Closed Sun.

Anna’s Taqueria
BREAKFAST FOOD TRUCK

682-227-7141

SPRINGTOWN FAMILY DENTAL
434 Hwy. 199 E.

817-523-5963
www.springtownfamilydental.com

Now Accepting New Patients

Call Today For Your Appointment

817-444-8025

AIR DUCT CLEANING
•  Clean All 

Supply Vents
• Sanitize
• Return Vents

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

A/C TUNEUP $65
11345 FM 730N
Azle 817-696-6421
Owner Kenny Bates 817-361-3695

GET READY FOR THE HEAT!

total solar eclipse visible 
from the U.S. will occur Aug. 
12, 2045.

Exactly how the sun, moon 
and Earth align determines 
what kind of eclipse we see.

With a total eclipse, the 
moon moves directly in front 
of the sun and barely covers 
the solar disk. This allows 
observers in the center of the 
moon’s shadow to briefly see 
the sun’s outer atmosphere, 
the corona, which is too dim 
to see when the bright solar 
disk is not covered.

The shadow that the moon 
casts has two main parts, 
which are the darker inner 
shadow called the umbra, 
and a fainter outer shadow 
called the penumbra. Within 
the umbra, the sun’s light is 
completely blocked. In the 
penumbra, the sun’s light is 
only partially blocked.

To see a total solar eclipse, 
an observer must be within 
the umbra. Observers in the 
penumbra will witness a par-
tial eclipse, with only part of 
the sun covered by the moon. 
Those outside the moon’s 

ECLIPSE
FROM PAGE A1

shadow will see no eclipse 
at all.

As the shadow extends 
away from the moon, the um-
bra narrows or gets smaller. 
By the time it reaches Earth, 
the umbra covers a relatively 
small area on our planet com-
pared to the penumbra. That 
means the area that experi-
ences a total eclipse is much 
smaller than the area that 
experiences a partial eclipse. 
A typical umbral path may be 
less than 50 miles wide, while 
the penumbral zone can span 
a thousand miles or more.

Because Earth is continu-
ously rotating, and the moon 
is constantly moving in its 
orbit, the moon’s shadow will 
travel across Earth’s surface, 
tracing a path. This is called 
the eclipse path. Within this 
area is a smaller path traced 
by the umbra, called the path 
of totality. The rapid move-
ment of the moon in its orbit 
causes the shadow of the 
moon to sweep across the 
face of Earth in just four to 
five hours. At any location 
along the path of totality, the 
total phase of a solar eclipse 
may last only a few minutes, 
or even less.

For further information, 
visit science.nasa.gov.

GARDEN PATCH

Watch the eclipse enchant gardens
PHYLLIS WEBSTER
Parker County Master Gardeners

As the moon passes be-
tween the Earth and the sun 
during a total solar eclipse, 
such as the one that will oc-
cur April 8, it casts its shad-
ow over the land. During 
these rare, awe-inspiring 
events, gardens take on a 
surreal, enchanting appear-
ance much like moonlit land-
scapes. The familiar sudden-
ly becomes unrecognizable!

As the sky darkens, an ee-
rie twilight dramatically af-
fects how plants are viewed. 
For example, when the moon 
passes the sun, the quality 
of light changes, with shad-
ows becoming sharper and 
deeper. Pale flowers and foli-
age contrast sharply against 
darker tones. Some colors 
look otherworldly.

During a solar eclipse 
when the moon blocks the 
sun, small areas of light 
shine through the gaps 
between leaves or other ob-
jects. These crescent-shaped 

projections appear on sur-
faces, such as sidewalks, 
walls and plant foliage. The 
effect is captivating. Viewing 
the light projections, rather 
than looking directly at the 
eclipse, is one safe way to 
avoid eye damage while ex-
periencing the phenomenon.

In addition to affecting 
light quality, solar eclipses 
can cause temperatures to 
cool slightly while the sun 
is blocked. A slight breeze 
or calming may occur. 
These changes often affect 
animal behavior. Insects 
quiet. Birds stop singing. 
Wildlife act confused or rest-
less. Pets may seek shel-
ter. Some plants, especially 
those that are sensitive to 
light, respond to an eclipse 
by closing their flowers. 
This reaction to changing 
light heightens the sense 
that one’s garden has been 
enchanted. 

The quality of light also de-
termines the personality of 
a moonlit garden. In general, 
the moon casts a gentle glow 

that illuminates flowers and 
foliage in soft, silvery light. 
Shadows create patterns 
on plants that move with a 
breeze. Darkness heightens 
the senses, which allows visi-
tors to moonlit gardens to 
better appreciate the rustle 
of leaves and the chorus 
of insects and frogs. Sweet 
floral scents are more pro-
nounced, which is why many 
moonlit gardens are planted 
with flowers that release 
their fragrance at night.

A moonlit garden is meant 
to be enjoyed from dusk to 
dawn, while the eclipse gar-
den is briefly witnessed. In 
the eerie eclipse light, white 
flowers glow and silvery or 
textured foliage contrasts 
against darker scenery. The 
human eye sees warm colors, 
such as red, become gray 
to black tones. Shades of 
green and blue become more 
vibrant.

If planting for the 2024 
eclipse or a moonlit garden, 
add flowering plants with 
white or pastel blooms, such 

as periwinkle, moonflower, 
white mistflower, Blackfoot 
daisy, angel’s trumpet (da-
tura) and sweet evening 
primrose. Add silver or gray 
foliage plants, such as Texas 
sage (cenizo) and Russian 
sage. Bright red flowers, 
such as those produced 
by Texas star hibiscus will 
look hauntingly beautiful by 
moonlight or at twilight dur-
ing an eclipse. Pale blue flow-
ers, such as Gregg’s mist-
flower and mealy blue sage, 
light up the garden in near-
dark. Tip: Include plants that 
attract moths or other night-
loving wildlife. 

Pull up a lawn chair, bring 
your solar glasses and pre-
pare to be enchanted!

For answers to your hor-
ticulture questions, please 
call the Texas A&M AgriLife 
Extension, Parker County at 
817-598-6168. You can find 
more information online by 
visiting https://agrilifeex-
tension.tamu.edu/counties/
parker-county/.

Fort Worth Botanic Garden to host solar eclipse viewing
FWBG and museum to host 
April 8 eclipse events
STAFF REPORTS

Fort Worth — The Fort 
Worth Botanic Garden and 
the Fort Worth Museum of 
Science and History are part-
nering for a once-in-a-lifetime 
solar eclipse experience. 
Both venues will offer eclipse 
viewing areas and educa-
tional activities for guests 
April 8 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Free activity stations will be 
located outside both the gar-
den and the museum, while 
guests may also purchase 
general admission tickets at 
either venue to take part in 
additional activities. Paying 
FWBG and FWMSH members 
will recieve reciprocal free ad-
mission and free solar eclipse 
glasses at each location.

“People in Fort Worth 
will talk about where they 
were during this eclipse for 
years to come,” said Patrick 
Newman, president and CEO 
of the Fort Worth Botanic 
Garden. “The garden is 
thrilled to provide a back-
drop for this monumental 
experience. The Botanical 
Research Institute of Texas, 
the research and conserva-
tion branch of the garden, 
will also carry out key re-
search into how solar eclipses 
affect plants and wildlife.”

Guests who choose to view 
the eclipse from inside the 
garden will be able to gather 

at the expansive North and 
South Vistas, which offer un-
obstructed views of the sky. 
Prime eclipse viewing will 
also take place on the muse-
um’s front lawn. Blankets and 
folding chairs will be allowed. 
To view the eclipse, non-
members may bring solar 
eclipse glasses or purchase 
them for $3 at either ven-
ue. Both venues encourage 
guests to follow NASA eclipse 
safety guidelines during the 
events.

Some of the garden’s ac-
tivities will include “Sun 
Song Bingo,” pinhole viewer 
construction, community sci-
ence with members of FWBG’s 
research team and shadow 
tracing. Lighthouse for the 
Blind of Fort Worth will have 
special activities available at 
the botanic garden for visually 
impaired guests. The museum 
will have staff from the Noble 
Planetarium sharing infor-
mation about the eclipse and 
will feature a performance 
from the U.S. Navy Band Brass 
Quintet before and after the 
moment of totality. Guests 
are invited to build a pinhole 
eclipse viewer, create a sun 
print, make an astronaut sou-
venir, participate in “Sunshine 
Shenanigans,” explore the 
eclipse with chalk art and 
more.

“The Fort Worth Museum of 

Science and History is thrilled 
to invite the community to 
witness the awe-inspiring 
beauty of a total solar eclipse. 
Nature’s grandeur is on full 
display, and we are hon-
ored to be part of this rare 
cosmic event,” said museum 
President Regina Faden, Ph.D. 
“We are excited to share the 
spirit of exploration and dis-

covery that defines our mu-
seum with everyone in Fort 
Worth and beyond.”

A solar eclipse occurs when 
the moon crosses directly be-
tween the Earth and the sun, 
blocking some or all the sun’s 
light. Solar eclipses happen 
on Earth two to five times a 
year, and total solar eclipses 
happen on average every 18 

months. Despite the world-
wide frequency of eclipses, 
Fort Worth has not seen one 
since July 29, 1878. Total so-
lar eclipses only recur in one 
given place within the span of 
360 to 410 years. Fort Worth 
will be in the path of totality, 
the point of the eclipse where 
the moon fully covers the sun 
to produce total darkness, for 

two-and-a-half minutes start-
ing at 1:41 p.m.

Both the Fort Worth Botanic 
Garden and the Fort Worth 
Museum of Science and 
History are official NSTA and 
SSI Solar Eclipse Partners. The 
museum’s work is supported 
by the Simons Foundation 
and is part of its ‘In the Path 
of Totality’ initiative.

COURTESY NATIONALECLIPSE.COM

The April 8 eclipse’s path of totality.

817-270-3340
www.tricountyreporter.com
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Hogle
INSURANCE 

GROUP

HOGLEINSURANCE.COM

“OUR BEST POLICY IS PERSONAL SERVICE”

817-444-6389Shaye hogle hogye hogle

Farm & Ranch
Albracht Harwood Agency Inc.

Springtown | Grapevine
(817) 220-4700
ahainsured.com CALL FOR A QUOTE TODAY!

Amy Kaplan ChFC CLU, Agent

813 E. Hwy 199, Springtown, TX

817-220-5222
amykaplaninsurance.com

Voted #1 Insurance Agency In Azle

Haley Carter

408 Boyd Ct., Azle • 817-444-1100
HaleyCarter.com

• Auto
• Homeowners
• Renters

• Pet Insurance
• Life
• Business         

Haley Carter

408 Boyd Ct., Azle • 

• Auto
• Homeowners
• Renters

AUTHORIZED AGENT

Kaye Burtnett & Vanessa Roberson

905 E. Hwy. 199 Springtown, TX 76082

HOME • AUTO • FARM • LIFE

Protecting Texans, Prioritizing customer service

Thank you for voting us
Best Insurance Agency 2021

AZLE & SPRINGTOWN
Insurance Directory

Dale Mares,
AAMS BIG SAVINGS
MARES INSURANCE GROUP INC
208 W. MAIN, AZLE • 817-444-1491
dalemares@allstate.com
Insurance and coverages subject to terms, qualifications and availability. 
Allstate Vehicle and Property Insurance Co. Allstate Fire and Casualty 
Insurance Co. Northbrook, Ilinois 2010 Allstate Insurance Co.

How will animals behave during the total solar eclipse?
KAYLEE DUSANG 
Special to the Tri-County Reporter

While a total solar eclipse 
is an exciting experience for 
humans, many scientists and 
members of the public are 
preparing to capture how 
animals will react to the rare 
event. 

During previous eclipses, 
some viewers have reported 
that unusual animal and in-
sect behavior occurs once the 
moon passes over the sun, 
including claims that crickets 
begin to chirp, bees return 
to their hives and birds fall 
silent. Although there is only 
a handful of research on the 
topic, a study published in 
the journal “Animals” found 
that approximately 75% of 
observed species at a zoo 
in South Carolina exhibited 
surprising behaviors during 
the Great American Eclipse 
in 2017.

Professor Adam Hartstone-
Rose at North Carolina State 
University, who led the study, 
said his team observed that 
many animals, including a 
troop of gorillas, started to 
engage in their nighttime 
routines. 

“As totality set in, they 
started going toward their 
nighttime enclosure where 
they get their meal before 
they go to bed,” Hartstone-
Rose said. As daylight re-
sumed, he adds that the go-
rillas came back out of their 
enclosure. 

Other animals had strange 

reactions to the eclipse, 
such as Siamang gibbons, 
a species of ape, who made 
unusual calls to each other 
and Galapagos tortoises who 
started breeding. Giraffes 
also galloped in what seemed 
like “pacing behavior” caused 
by stress or anxiety. 

In April, Hartstone-Rose 
and his team will travel to 
the Fort Worth Zoo to learn 
if their research is consis-
tent with their findings in 
2017. For this study, they 
are enlisting help from the 
public by asking participants 
to observe animals not only 
at their local zoos, but also 
wildlife out in nature, farm 
animals and pets. Known as 
the Solar Eclipse Safari proj-
ect, willing participants can 
submit their observations via 
phone, tablet or data collec-
tion sheets located on the 
project’s website. 

“We are also really inter-
ested in data that’s collected, 
not just on the path of total-
ity, but also in any place in 
North America, because one 
of the questions we have is 
— we’re building an idea that 
some animals have a reac-
tion to an eclipse,” Hartstone-
Rose said. “We’re building an 
idea of how different animals 
react to an eclipse, but we’re 
hoping to gather enough data 
to be able to say what amount 
of eclipse is necessary to 
cause a behavioral change.”

Other citizen science proj-
ects include NASA’s Eclipse 
Soundscapes, which aims to 

collect sounds and sensory 
observations from the public 
to find how an eclipse might 
affect various ecosystems.

“Eclipses have always pre-
sented scientists with unique 
opportunities to learn about 
our solar system,” MaryKay 
Severino, co-lead of the 
Eclipse Soundscapes Project, 
said in a press release. “The 
Eclipse Soundscapes Project 
is not only an opportunity 
for NASA to gather a large 
amount of scientific data, 
it’s an opportunity for our 
participants to learn about 
the eclipse in a multi-sensory 
manner.”

Both projects stem from a 
study in the 1930s that used 
public observations to reveal 
how an eclipse might affect 
wildlife. 

With areas throughout 
Central and North Texas ex-
pected to experience several 
minutes of totality, many 
regional wildlife reserves and 
zoos plan to do their own 
observations on how animals 
in their parks will respond to 
the total eclipse. 

Avery Elander, a spokesper-
son for the Fort Worth Zoo, 
said the zoo will be open to 
the public April 8. Visitors are 
also invited to submit their 
observations to Hartstone-
Rose’s research team.

“We expect that if changes 
in behavior are observed, 
they will likely be animals 
behaving like they typically 
would at dawn or dusk such 
as nest building, change in 

vocalizations, increased ac-
tivity/feeding, or moving to-
ward their overnight barns,” 
Elander said. 

Director of the Cameron 
Park Zoo in Waco, Brendan 
Wiley, said they plan to close-
ly watch the behavior of the 
elephants and orangutans. 

“Both of those species are 
incredibly intelligent and 
perceptive, so we are natu-
rally curious to see how they 
react,” Wiley said. 

Wiley adds that the zoo has 
a group of 200-300 wild black 
vultures that visit the facil-
ity during the day but depart 
once evening approaches. 

“(We’re) curious to see if 
they make an early depar-
ture,” he said. 

Jake Mayhew, the ranch 
manager for Buena Vista 
Wildlife Safari in Evant, said 
the ranch intends to conduct 
some visual observations of 
its animals. 

“Most animals are fairly 
based on how the sun comes 
up – sun phases and moon 
phases and things like that 
because that’s how they 
feed,” Mayhew said. “And 
they’re not used to sudden 
darkness, and that alarms 
them, in my opinion, is what I 
think happens.”

Fossil Rim Wildlife Center 
in Glen Rose hopes to 
participate in the Eclipse 
Soundscapes Project by re-
cording animal sounds with 
an audio device during the 
eclipse. 

“The goal would be to 

help contribute to the NASA 
(Soundscapes) project,” said 
Warren Lewis, chief market-
ing officer for Fossil Rim. “We 
would place it in our wolf 
area to see how our wolves 
react to the eclipse.”

For those interested in 
helping scientists study ani-

mal behavior or how nature 
responds during the total so-
lar eclipse, visit Solar Eclipse 
Safari at scistarter.org/so-
lar-eclipse-safari-resources 
or the Eclipse Soundscapes 
Project at eclipsesound-
scapes.org.

PHOTO COURTESY OF ECLIPSE SOUNDSCAPES

An AudioMoth recording device is placed in a protective plastic bag 
and left outdoors to record the soundscapes of an ecosystem during 
an eclipse. 

PHOTO COURTESY OF SPRINGTOWN POLICE DEPARTMENT FACEBOOK PAGE

Springtown police offi  cers ‘blend in’ as baristas at Starbucks during last week’s “Coff ee with Cops” meet-
and-greet.

Undercover baristas
Springtown police officers mingle with public
at new Starbucks store

PHOTO COURTESY OF SPRINGTOWN POLICE DEPARTMENT FACEBOOK PAGE

Springtown Police Department hosted “Coff ee with Cops” March 13 at the new Starbucks store on East 
State Highway 199 as a way for offi  cers to meet people in the community and answer questions.
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Sales

BID DEADLINE APR. 30 
TWO OPERATING 
ASSISTED LIVING 
FACILITIES
HIGH UPSIDE POTENTIAL

2601 TANDY AVE.
FORT WORTH, TX
•   Turnkey & licensed for 160 beds

4607 E. CALIFORNIA PKWY. 
FOREST HILL, TX
•   Fully staffed with licensed 

capacity of 80 beds

HilcoRealEstateSales.com855.755.2300
Hilco Real Estate, LLC in cooperation w/ Broker Paul A. Lynn & Assoc., LLC TREC #9000489, Paul A. Lynn, TX Broker, Lic. #0244902

NEED EXTRA CASH !!! ???

Travel Trai lers l 5th Wheels   
Goosenecks l Bumper Pulls  

In Any Area!!!  Any Condition!!!
Old/New !!!    Dirty or Clean !!!

I PAY CA$H    956-466-7001
No Title – No Problem – We Can Apply For One

ANR Enterprises

I BUY RVs & 
MOBILE HOMEs

CALL NOW

855.965.0841

YOUR BATHROOM.  YOUR WAY. 
IN AS LITTLE AS 

ONE DAY

SPECIAL OFFER

Waiving All
Installation
Costs
Add’l terms apply. Offer subject to change 
and vary by dealer. Expires 6/30/2024.

WE BUY OIL, GAS, & 
MINERAL RIGHTS

Both non-producing and producing 
including Non-Participating Royalty Interest (NPRI)
Provide us your desired price for an offer evaluation.

CALL TODAY: 806.620.1422    
LOBO MINERALS, LLC
PO Box 1800 • Lubbock, TX 79408-1800
LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com

Bees

General Pests

Rodents

Scorpions

Spiders

Termites

817-915-2470
www.tomsamplespestcontrol.com

YOUR COMPLETE 
PEST CONTROL SERVICE

Tom Samples 
Pest Control

Law Office of Bryan WeaverLaw Office of Bryan Weaver

Evening & Weekend appointments available Evening & Weekend appointments available
We are open, much can be done electronically. We are open, much can be done electronically.

Now is the time to work on your estate plan.Now is the time to work on your estate plan.

BWeaverlegal.com • 817-901-9255
Principal office in Azle, Texas

Serving the community that has served  my family for three generations
General Civil Practice

The Lawyer who makes house calls

Legacy Oaks resident celebrated 
with miracle spa day
Vicki Davis, former radio-oncology nurse, 
chosen for LOOA Miracle Moment

ZACH FREEMAN 
azlereporter@tricountyreporter.com

AZLE — A relaxing spa day 
would be a miracle for most. 
This is especially true for 
74-year-old Vicki Davis who, 
March 4, received a Miracle 
Moment spa day at Spa 10 
in Azle. Legacy Oaks of Azle 
(LOOA) Senior Living hosts 
Miracle Moments several 
times a year in order to treat 
certain residents to special 
experiences. 

Spa 10 owner Toni 
Patterson was excited to help 
give Davis a special day after 
receiving a call from LOOA 
Activities Director Barbie 

Goralski. 
Davis received an hour-

long massage from Rae 
Ann Holland, who does not 
work for Spa 10, but some-
times volunteers her time to 
give massages and sing to 
residents at LOOA. Davis was 
also treated to an hour-long 
facial treatment from Spa 
10’s April Gregory, a hair-
cut from Spa 10 hairdresser 
D’Aun Harris, a chicken salad 
lunch from Crave, and a 
manicure and pedicure from 
Patterson. 

“I’ve been doing this for 30 
years,” Patterson said. “I still 
have my same clients that I’ve 
always had so they’re all in 

their 70s, 80s, and 90s now 
so I do have a lot of elderly 
clientele. I do enjoy that. We 
have a lot of customers, too, 
who live in Legacy Oaks. So, 
we’ve actually been up there 
a bunch and I used to go up 
there and do one of my cli-
ent’s nails when she lived in 
one of the apartments and I’d 
go in there and do her nails 
when she couldn’t get out 
anymore, so we’re real famil-
iar with Legacy Oaks.” 

Spa 10 is a full-service 
salon offering hair, nails, fa-
cials, waxing and barber ser-
vices. Patterson has also set 
up booths and sold jewelry 
during past LOOA craft fairs. 
LOOA is one of Civitas’ larg-
est mixed communities, and 

serves independent living, 
assisted living, and mem-
ory care residents. Barbie 
Goralski has been with LOOA 
since August 2023 and orga-
nizes three Miracle Moments 
per year along with many 
other daily activities and spe-
cial events. 

“It’s so awesome,” Goralski 
said of her job, tears in her 
eyes. “I have this shirt that I 
got for activity director day. 
It’s my favorite shirt and it 
says, ‘Activity Director: cre-
ating memories, enriching 
lives.’ These people tell me 
how much they love me ev-
ery day. I can’t imagine how 
many people go to work and 
they don’t ever get compli-
mented at all. It’s very re-

Vicki Davis had a blast getting pampered and socializing at Spa 10, rocking out and “Spocking” out with massage therapist Rae Ann 
Holland, who planned to sing her Elvis Presley songs when she visited Legacy Oaks of Azle Wednesday. 

ZACH FREEMAN | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

Back row (L-R): Ann Holland, massage therapist; Barbie Goralski, 
Legacy Oaks activities director; D’Aun Harris, Spa 10 hairstylist. 
Front: April Gregory, Spa 10 aesthetician; Vicki Davis, Miracle 
Moment Spa Day recipient; and Toni Patterson, Spa 10 owner/nail 
tech.

ZACH FREEMAN | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

Davis loved the stylish new haircut she got from D’Aun Harris.

From all of Spa 10’s available polishes, Davis chose to color her 
toenails “Hawaiian Punch” red.

warding. It’s the most mean-
ingful job I’ve ever had. I love 
it. I love my residents. I’m 
an old soul anyway so being 
around the greatest genera-
tion, they’re my besties.”

Davis said she loves 
Goralski and was excited 
when she learned she’d be 
getting a spa day three weeks 
ago. 

“I’m having a great time 
today,” Davis said feeling 
relaxed and refreshed. “We 
all appreciate (Goralski). She 
works so hard.”

Davis was a radio-oncology 
nurse for nearly half a cen-
tury. Originally from Illinois, 
she has lived in Alabama and 
Michigan but moved to Fort 
Worth in 2000. She has lived 

at LOOA for two years. Davis 
has three children. One lives 
in Traverse City, Michigan, 
one lives in Florida, and one 
son lives in Azle and works 
for the Arlington Police 
Department. She has five 
grandchildren whose visits 
she loves. 

“The reason I chose her is 
because I like her a lot, love 
her actually, and I get to 
choose,” Goralski said. “She 
was a nurse for 47 years and 
I just want to celebrate her 
in any kind of way. It kind of 
came together. Obviously, 
anybody would want a spa 
day. She was a healing hand so 
I kind of connected the dots of 
well she’s serving so I wanted 
her to have a wonderful day.”
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Convenient Location
Corner of Main St. & Locust • Azle

817-444-3292

Ash Creek 
Storage

Not Certified by any Texas Board of Legal Specialization

• Family Law 
• Criminal Law
• Business Law
• Personal Injury
• Wills/Probate

817270-0030
337 W. MAIN ST. • AZLE 

Attorneys and Counselors at Law

W. Faye Murphree
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Reno restricts fireworks usage to certain days, times
MADELYN EDWARDS
springtownreporter@tricountyreporter.com 

RENO — When the Fourth 
of July or any other fire-
work-centric holiday comes 
around, people in Reno will 
be subject to a few new rules. 

Reno City Council narrow-
ly approved an ordinance re-
stricting the use of fireworks 
in the city.

Previously, Briar-Reno Fire 
Chief Moses Druxman and 
Code Enforcement Officer 
Joe Harris had been tasked 
with drafting new fireworks 
rules after some council 
members questioned how 
they could regulate fire-
works to prevent fires and 
avoid creating a nuisance for 
other residents. The chief 
told the council in January 
that banning fireworks 
might not be the best choice 
because the fire department 
would not be able to keep 
up with enforcement of that 
ban.

“I’m not opposed to fire-
works,” council member 
Tod Siedell said during the 
January meeting. “What I’m 
opposed to is the marathon 
shows that go on for days 
and days and days, and it’s 
like as long as I’ve got this 
window, then I’m going to 
shoot them. I think it’s a 
little ridiculous for people 
who’ve got animals, children, 
anybody that works during 
the week or works at night. 
… It’s just saying, ‘Well, 
sometime between June 15 
and July 15, you can shoot 

them off because it’s the 
Fourth of July.’ I don’t want 
to tell somebody they can’t 
shoot fireworks, but we have 
to be a little reasonable.”

During the late February 
council meeting, Druxman 
presented the ordinance 
that Harris and Fire Marshal 
Rebekah Marlow had come 
up with. Druxman told the 
council there were two op-
tions — an ordinance re-
stricting fireworks use to 
certain days and times or a 
complete ban.

The new ordinance al-
lows people to discharge 
fireworks in accordance 
with the dates the state al-
lows the sale of fireworks, 
Druxman said. Those dates 
include June 24 through July 
5 for the Fourth of July, Dec. 
20 through Jan. 1 for New 
Year’s, May 1-5 for Cinco de 
Mayo, Feb. 25 through March 
2 for Texas Independence 
Day, April 16-21 for San 
Jacinto Day, the Wednesday 
before the last Monday in 
May through the last Monday 
in May for Memorial Day, and 
five days before the first day 
of Diwali through the last 
day of Diwali.

The ordinance also in-
cludes rules on what time 
of day the fireworks can 
be fired off on the appli-
cable dates — 11 a.m. to 
11 p.m. Mondays through 
Saturdays and 1 p.m. to 11 
p.m. Sundays. Regardless of 
the day of the week, Reno 
residents will be able to dis-
charge fireworks starting at 

11 a.m. New Year’s Eve or 
July 4 and no later than 1 
a.m. New Year’s Day or July 
5. 

“The reason that those 
were placed in there was we 
want you to be able to use 
your fireworks on the day 
you celebrate the holiday,” 
Druxman said during the 
council meeting. “The other 
days, please be respective 
of the 11 p.m. curfew for 
fireworks.”

Fireworks won’t be allowed 
if a burn ban is in effect, 
Druxman said. 

Mayor Pro Tem Shelli Swift 
pointed out that fireworks 
can be discharged days be-
fore a holiday, but there’s 
not so much time after-
wards, especially for people 
who work on holidays. 

“I don’t think it’s fair to 
everybody, but I know you 
can’t be fair in every situa-
tion,” Swift said during the 
meeting. 

Typically, the fire depart-
ment sees issues when a per-
son is shooting off fireworks 
way past the date of a holi-
day and bothers their neigh-
bor, Druxman said. 

“Really, the purpose of 
this is to keep knuckleheads 
from being knuckleheads,” 
he said during the meeting. 
“We want to be able to pro-
tect what the city of Reno 
represents, and that’s why 
we were so less restrictive on 
this ordinance.” 

Violation of the ordinance 
can result in a fine of $100-
$500 and/or the seizure of 

the fireworks, Druxman said. 
The fire marshal, a peace of-
ficer or code enforcement of-
ficer has discretion to decide 
whether to take fireworks or 
issue a ticket. 

“Our goal is not to collect 
fireworks; we don’t want 
them,” Druxman said. “Our 
goal is to keep people safe.”

In the ordinance, the sale 
of fireworks is still permit-
ted in the city limits as long 
as all applicable laws are fol-
lowed, Druxman said. 

“Our goal is not to ban the 
sale of fireworks in the city 
of Reno,” he said. “It’s an in-
come source for the commu-
nity. It’s a job for many com-
munity members.”

However, because sky lan-
terns and bottle rockets are 
prohibited under the new or-
dinance, these items can’t be 
sold in the city. This raised a 
concern from council mem-
ber Joy Jenkins who feared 
that the rule could disadvan-
tage a business in Reno sell-
ing fireworks. 

Druxman said during the 
meeting that most fireworks 
businesses in the area do not 
sell these kinds of fireworks 
anyways. 

“What’s in the ordinance is 
actually what is in the state 
law about what’s prohibited, 
so it’s nothing new necessar-
ily when it comes to prohib-
iting that specific type of 
firework,” he said to The Tri-
County Reporter. “It’s more 
of a reinforcement of state 
law.”

Bottle or skyrockets are 

banned in Texas if they have 
“a total propellant charge 
of less than four grams; a 
casing size of less than five-
eighths of an inch for the 
outside diameter and less 
than 3.5 inches in length; 
and an overall length, in-
cluding stick, of less than 
15 inches,” according to the 
Texas Occupations Code, 
Title 13, Chapter 2154.003.

In addition, sky lanterns 
cannot be sold by fire-
works retailers, according 
to the State Fire Marshal’s 
Office Frequently Asked 
Questions page on the Texas 
Department of Insurance’s 
website. The State Fire 
Marshal’s Office discourages 
the use of sky lanterns, and 
Druxman said during the 
council meeting that sky lan-
terns are already prohibited 
by Reno’s fire code. 

Rex Nelson, owner of the 
Nelson’s Fireworks chain 
that has a Reno store, wasn’t 
too familiar with the new 
ordinance, but he wasn’t 
worried about it affecting 
his business. Nelson said 
a small percentage of the 
store’s customers are from 
Reno because more people 
usually come from Azle and 
elsewhere. He pointed out 
that because shopping for 
fireworks usually has to be 
done in person, his fireworks 
stores tend to bring in lots of 
sales tax revenue and benefit 
other businesses in the area. 

“We’re a destination,” 
Nelson said. “They have to 
love us. All the cities that 

we’ve ever been, they fall in 
love with us because they do 
the research. They say, ‘Wow, 
y’all really are bringing in a 
lot of people,’ and it helps all 
the other businesses around 
there. Fourth of July is gener-
ally one of the biggest selling 
days of the year for all these 
other stores.” 

Druxman confirmed that 
what is being currently sold 
at Nelson’s Fireworks fol-
lows the city’s ordinance.

The council was split 
on its decision to pass the 
ordinance. Deputy Mayor 
Pro-Tem Jennifer Vogle and 
council member Hernando 
Herrera opposed the ordi-
nance while Swift and coun-
cil member Tod Siedell sup-
ported it. Because Jenkins 
abstained, Mayor Hector Bas 
Jr. had to break the tie and 
passed the ordinance.

While Vogle called the new 
rules “fair and respectful,” 
she said she didn’t want to 
take the right to shoot fire-
works away from Reno resi-
dents, as she described it as 
one of the benefits of living 
in the country. She believes 
that people misusing or be-
ing disrespectful with their 
fireworks are in the minority, 
and some of those issues be-
tween neighbors can be dealt 
with by having a conversa-
tion with them.

“I didn’t want to take away 
the right from the majority 
of the citizens because a few 
don’t care for the fireworks,” 
Vogle said to The Tri-County 
Reporter.
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Women’s History Books for Adults. c.2024, various publishers, $24.99 - $30.00, various page counts

BOOK REVIEW

Women’s history
books for adults
TERRI SCHLICHENMEYER
Special to the Tri-County Reporter

George Washington was 
the father of our country. 
Bill Gates co-established 
Microsoft. Thomas Edison 
improved the light bulb. 
Stephen King created “Cujo.” 
Walt Whitman wrote poetry, 
Lyndon Johnson signed the 
Civil Rights Act and Bass 
Reeves brought bandits to 
justice. Notice one thing 
there? Those are all men, so 
why not flip the coin? Read 
these great books about 
women in American history...

A generation of us grew up 
with television doctors who 
were all men, but in “The 
Doctor Was a Woman” by 
Chris Enss (Two Dot, $26.95), 
you’ll see how Hollywood 
missed the mark and that 
women wore white coats, too. 
Read about a women physi-
cian who worked for the rail-
road, one who left her home 
in South Dakota to tend to 
farmers and their families on 
the prairie, a ground-break-
ing plastic surgeon, a female 
dentist in the late 1800s, and 
several woman doctors who 
worked during times of pan-
demic. You’ll love these hid-
den stories that aren’t hidden 
anymore.

Study any “woman’s” 
magazine from the 1950s, 
and you’ll see plenty of ads 
targeted expressly to home-
makers. In “Housewife: Why 
Women Still Do It All and 
What to Do Instead” (Legacy 
Lit, $30.00), author Lisa Selin 
Davis looks at why “home-
making” is still mostly 
women’s work today, even 
if the woman of the house is 
the breadwinner in a two-
adult household. This is a 
wide and widely interesting 
look that, most importantly, 
doesn’t denigrate homemak-
ers. Instead, this book leaves 
women – and men – with 
ways to find their own com-
fortable (and equal) choices.

No women’s history book 
would be complete without 
considering our first ladies, 
and in “American Woman: 
The Transformation of the 
Modern First Lady, from 
Hillary Clinton to Jill Biden 
(Crown, $30.00), author Katie 
Rogers writes about how our 
most modern first ladies 
have molded the role from 
one of quiet helpmate to one 
of activism and personal 
platforms. Though its focus 
is more contemporary, the 
book is overall a sweeping 
look at presidential wives: 
Rogers reaches back into his-

tory for comparison and real-
ity-check, making this a book 
that will delight historians 
and political animals alike.

And finally, if you like a 
little salt with your history, 
look for “Unbecoming a Lady” 
by Therese Oneill (Simon 
Element, $24.99). Despite 
what you might think, yester-
day’s women didn’t always be-
have. Many of them were not 
quiet or demure or shy at all, 
and their place was definitely 
not always in the home. In 
this book, you’ll meet some of 
history’s loudest, most auda-
cious women, the bravest, and 
the ones who saw something 
they didn’t like and fixed it: 
inventor Lilian Gilbreth, Civil 
War doctor Mary Edwards 
Walker, wrongly hospitalized 
Elizabeth Packard, vision-
ary Ellen G. White, Alaska 
millionaire Reindeer Mary 
Antisarlook, sideshow “fat 
lady” Celesta Geyer, miser 
Hetty Green, and others who 
did what they needed, or sim-
ply wanted to do!

If these books aren’t 
enough — because you know 
you’ll want more — check 
with your favorite librarian 
or bookseller. They’ve got all 
kinds of books to help you 
see that history is just as of-
ten HERstory.
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in market value. Early withdrawal may not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs 
require the distribution of interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward 
Jones are issued by banks and thrifts nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the 
Depository Trust Corp. (DTC.)

Call or visit your local financial advisor today.

Compare our CD Rates
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2-year
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4.60%
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Pain of loss highlights rising trend of
bicycle and pedestrian crashes

TxDOT urges drivers, pedestrians and bicyclists to 
follow state laws and save lives

SUBMITTED ITEM
AUSTIN – Katie Parker still 

gets nervous just crossing the 
street. Eight years ago, a care-
less driver plowed into her 
and her dog, Riley, while they 
were out for a jog. Parker was 
hit with such force that she 
was thrown more than 60 
feet. Riley, a Great Dane, was 
killed on what was supposed 
to be a pleasant morning jog.

The mental and physi-
cal toll from the 2016 crash 
continues for Parker. The 
physical scars have mostly 
healed, but she doesn’t feel 
safe while walking or driving. 
Her story is an example of the 
impact crashes can have on 
survivors.

“The crash changed my 
life,” Parker said. “I lost my 
dog, and my sense of safety 
when crossing the street.”

Parker is joining TxDOT 
this spring during its “Be 
Safe. Drive Smart.” campaign 
to remind Texans why it’s 
important to follow traffic 
laws to keep pedestrians and 
cyclists safe.

“Too many people are 
killed or seriously injured 
every year in Texas walk-
ing, jogging or biking in 
their communities,” TxDOT 
Executive Director Marc 
Williams said. “We want all 
Texans — whether you’re 
behind the wheel, on foot or 
on a bike — to watch out for 
each other and follow the 
rules of the road so every-
one gets where they’re going 

safely.”
In 2022, 922 people died 

in traffic crashes involving 
pedestrians and bicyclists 
in Texas, accounting for one 
of every five fatalities on the 
state’s roadways. It’s a part 
of a rising trend in recent 
years as pedestrian fatalities 
increased 30% and bicyclist 
fatalities increased 28% in the 
five years from 2018 to 2022.

“Be Safe. Drive Smart” 
urges all Texans to learn and 
follow the laws for safe driv-
ing, walking and biking. As 
part of this effort, TxDOT 
is sending teams of walking 
billboards to cities around 
the state to put key safety 

reminders in front of drivers, 
pedestrians and bicyclists in 
crash-prone areas.

IF YOU’RE DRIVING IN TEXAS, 
STATE LAW REQUIRES YOU TO:
• Stop and yield for pedes-
trians, bicyclists and other 
vulnerable road users in 
crosswalks.
• When turning, yield the 
right-of-way to pedestrians 
and bicyclists.
• Pass bikes at a safe dis-
tance and give bicyclists 
room to ride.
• Always follow the speed 
limit and drive at a safe 
speed.

IF YOU’RE WALKING:
• Cross the street only at in-
tersections and crosswalks.
• Obey all traffic signs and 
signals, including at cross-
walks.
• Use sidewalks. If there’s 
no sidewalk, walk on the 
left side of the road, facing 
oncoming traffic, unless the 
left side is obstructed or 
unsafe.

IF YOU’RE RIDING A BIKE:
• Always stop at red lights 
and stop signs.
• Ride in the same direction 
as traffic and use bike lanes 
or ride as near as possible to 
the right-hand curb.
• Use hand signals when 
turning or stopping.
• At night, ensure your 
bike has a white light on 
the front and a red light or 

reflector on the back.
TxDOT’s Be Safe. Drive 

Smart. campaign and pedes-
trian and bicyclist safety ini-
tiative are key components of 
#EndTheStreakTX, a broader 
social media and word-of-
mouth effort that encourages 
drivers to make safer choices 
while behind the wheel to 
help end the streak of daily 
deaths. Nov. 7, 2000, was the 
last deathless day on Texas 
roadways. 

The information contained 
in this report represents re-
portable data collected from 
the Texas Peace Officer’s 
Crash Report (CR-3). This in-
formation was received and 
processed by the department 
as of Dec. 1, 2023. To view 
additional traffic safety data, 
visit TxDOT’s Traffic Safety 
Data Portal online.
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Popcorn Players to perform touching family drama
“Over the River and Through the 
Woods” coming to Azle

ZACH FREEMAN 
azlereporter@tricountyreporter.com

AZLE — New shows at the 
Popcorn Players Theater 
are just around the corner. 
The Azle Arts Association 
is proud to kick off its 2024 
season with “Over the River 
and Through the Woods.”

“Over the River and 
Through the Woods” is a 
play written by Joe DiPietro, 

published in 1998. The play 
is a slice-of-life story about 
changes and challenges fac-
ing the Italian American 
Gianelli family after son, 
Nick, receives a job offer 
across the country during the 

medical crisis of a close fam-
ily member. Azle Arts cast 
members will share sober-
ing realties of life while never 
forgetting to let the humor 
shine through. This play is 
sure to make Azle audiences 

laugh, cry, reflect and relate. 
The Popcorn Players produc-
tion will be directed by Lisha 
Nurmela.

Popcorn Players Theater 
present holding performanc-
es March 22-24 with no pro-
ductions Easter weekend. The 
show will return for a second 
weekend April 5-7. Friday and 
Saturday shows will begin at 
7:30 p.m. and Sunday mati-
nees will be at 2:30 p.m. 

Popcorn Players Theater 
is located at 1012 Southeast 
Parkway in Azle, and tickets 
are available in-person, on-
line at www.azlearts.org, or 
by phone at 817-238-PLAY. 
Tickets are $15 for adults, 
$12 for seniors and stu-
dents and $10 for the Sunday 
matinee.

The theater’s resident 
improv trove, the Corney 
Kernels, will hold its second 

performance of the season 
Saturday, April 13 at 7:30 p.m.

CAST
• Nicky —James Kelly
• Frank — Scott Nurmela
• Aida — Carol Braden
• Nunzio — Jerry Hall
• Emma — Rozanne Gann
• Caitlyn — Emily Ball
• Tech — Josh Holden Jr.

Parker County Clerk implements VitalDirector to
streamline access to vital records online
STAFF REPORT

PARKER COUNTY — Parker 
County Clerk Lila Deakle 
is pleased to announce 
the implementation of 
VitalDirector, a new plat-
form provided by Permitium, 
aimed at simplifying the pro-
cess of ordering birth, death 

and marriage certificates for 
the citizens of Parker County. 

This innovative process 
allows citizens to conve-
niently order and pay for 
vital records online from the 
comfort of their own homes. 
To use the new system, go to 
https://parkercountytxvitals.

permitium.com
“We are very happy to part-

ner with Permitium and intro-
duce VitalDirector to Parker 
County,” Deakle said. “This 
user-friendly platform will of-
fer a fast, easy and cost-effec-
tive way to request certified 
copies of birth, death and 

marriage certificates online. 
It ensures compliance with 
all statutory requirements, 
expedites processing times, 
enhances security measures, 
and provides a seamless ex-
perience to our citizens need-
ing essential vital records.” 

Deakle’s decision to imple-

ment VitalDirector reflects a 
proactive approach to meet-
ing the evolving needs of the 
community.

“We commend her for 
recognizing the growing de-
mand for online access to vi-
tal records,” remarked Chris 
Lueck, Co-CEO at Permitium. 

“This forward-thinking so-
lution allows citizens to 
initiate requests through a 
unified interface, whether 
applying in person or online. 
It aligns perfectly with the 
county clerk’s commitment 
to safety and superior service 
delivery.”
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You can tell your special graduates 
how proud you are of them...

in the special section
“Class of 2024” to be published in 

the Tri-County Reporter
SPRINGTOWN HIGH SCHOOL

May 16, 2024
AZLE HIGH SCHOOL

May 23, 2024

You can tell your special graduates 

Caleb Alcala
Caleb is the son of Shirley 

Mourning. His favorite teacher 

was Mrs. Milosh, and his favorite 

subject was industrial refrig-

eration. He plans to become a 

service technician at MR Braz & 

Associates, a refrigeration com-

pany.

Marcus Alexander
He is the son of Oneka Tisby. 

He wrestled and played foot-

ball. His favorite teacher was 

Coach Holly. His favorite subject 

was college prep and math. He 

plans to serve in the military af-

ter high school.

Jocelyn Alfaro
Jocelyn is the child of Blanca 

and Fernando Alfaro. She sang 

in choir. Her favorite teacher 

was Mrs. Sweeden, and her fa-

vorite subject was English. She 

plans to attend dental college.

Krystal Alvarado
Krystal is the daughter of 

Lydia Mata and Rene Cruz. Her 

favorite teacher was Megan 

Strahan, and her favorite sub-

ject was biology. She plans to 

attend Tarleton State University.

June 3, 2023

Henry Lalonde
VALEDICTORIAN

Austin Tong
SALUTATORIAN

Jackson Abraham Makayla Adam
Tyler Akers

James Addison
Caleb Alcala Jimmy Aldaco

Ryan Ambrose
Ryan is the child of Paula Am-

brose. Ryan chose Amy Estes 

as favorite teacher. Ryan was a 

member of robotics. Favorite 

subject: pop culture. Ryan plans 

to become a licensed drone op-

erator.

Alyssa Anderson
She is the daughter of Jen-

nifer Fadale. She participated 

in band, FBLA, and PALs and 

was chosen as Optimist of the 

Month. Her favorite teacher was 

Mrs. Bevan, and her favorite 

subject was math-algebra. She 

plans to major in business at 

Texas Tech University.

Fernando Antunez
The son of Rosa and Luis 

Moreno, Fernando was a mem-

ber of the Marching Green 

Pride. His favorite teacher was 

Ritchie, and his favorite subject 

was earth and space science. 

He plans to work this summer 

before training for his welding 

certification.

Katherine Ardito
The daughter of Brenda La-

Vere, Katherine was a member 

of the Marching Green Pride, 

Azle Indoor Winds, the Wind 

Ensemble, FBLA, and National 

Honor Society. She was a state 

qualifier in solo and ensemble. 

Her favorite teacher was Lauren 

Hensen, and her favorite sub-

ject was chemistry. She plans to 

study chemistry at the Univer-

sity of Texas in Austin.

Skyler Arellano
Skyler is the daughter of Ash-

ley Milligan. She participated 

in the welding club and com-

peted in volleyball and power-

lifting. Her favorite teacher was 

Mr. Weston, and her favorite 

subject was welding. She plans 

to attend Weatherford College 

and do welding.

Whitley Armstrong
Whitley is the child of Sally 

and Cody Armstrong. Whit-

ley participated in STUCO and 

HOOSA and competed in swim 

and cheer. Her favorite teacher 

was Mrs. Bevan, and her favorite 

subject was health. She plans to 

attend SFA and become a pedi-

atric nurse.

Lane Autrey
Lane is the son of Corey and 

Leslie Autrey. He was a member 

of the National Honor Society 

for three years, was Rotarian of 

the Month, and he received cer-

tification in nursing assistant, 

EKG, PCT, and phlebotomy. He 

took On Ramps and AP classes. 

Lane played the trumpet in 

band for six years and served 

as captain and section leader, 

and qualified for state solo and 

ensemble for three years. His fa-

vorite teacher was Aaron Martin 

and Mr. Rider, and he enjoyed 

all of his science and medi-

cal classes. He plans to attend 

TCC to finish his basics before 

transferring to a larger college 

to earn his nursing degree and 

work in pediatrics.

Baley Ayala
Baley is the child of Patri-

cia and Gabino Ayala. Baley 

belonged to Future Farmers 

of America, student council, 

PALs, AVID, Wind Ensemble, 

and Marching Green Pride. Her 

favorite teacher was David Roll-

ins, and her favorite subject was 

aquatics. She plans to pursue 

her college degree in business 

administration and manage-

ment.

Yamile Azmitia
Yamile is the child of Silvia. 

Yamile participated in ASL and 

AVID. Yamile’s favorite teacher 

was Mrs. Williams and Mrs. Mi-

losh, and English was the fa-

vored subject. Yamile plans to 

attend college.

Ana Barron
Ana is the daughter of Irene 

and Luis Barron. She earned 

credit for On Ramps English, 

and she was a member, social 

officer and president of the Em-

erald Dazzlers dance troupe. 

Ana’s favorite teacher was Ms. 

Martinez, and her favorite sub-

ject was math. She plans to 

pursue her degree in nursing at 

Weatherford College. 

Ethan Bissonette
Ethan is the son of Jason 

and Amanda Bissonette. He 

was a member of PALs and 

the National Honor Society. 

He pitched on the baseball 

team. His favorite teacher was 

Mrs. Williams, and his favorite 

subject was math. He plans to 

attend the University of Arkan-

sas Rich Mountain to major in 

electrical engineering and play 

baseball.

AZLE HIGH SCHOOL

AZLE HIGH SCHOOL

Student Biographies
Samara Boccia

Samara is the child of Maribel 

Person. Samara participated in 

the Optimist Club and played 

soccer for four years. Her favor-

ite teacher was Mrs. Tyler, and 

her favorite subject was gov-

ernment. She plans to attend 

Weatherford College to study 

sonography. 

Colby Booker
Colby is the child of Chyan-

na and Paul Booker III. Colby 

worked on the school newspa-

per and served as an athletic 

trainer. His favorite teacher was 

Coach Sweden, and his favorite 

subject was math. He plans to 

attend TCC before transferring 

to MSU.

Meagan Brady
Megan is the daughter of 

Chris and Tammy Brady. She 

served on AVID for four years, 

was an Interact officer for three 

years, participated in FFA, and 

danced with the Emerald Daz-

zlers. She served as a social of-

ficer for the Dazzlers as a senior 

and was voted Dazzler of the 

Week as a junior. Mrs. Milosh 

is her favorite teacher. Megan 

plans to attend Tarleton State 

University as a communica-

tions major.

Karen Aldaco Marcus Alexander Krystal Alvarado Anna Amato Ryan Ambrose Alyssa Anderson

class of 2024

CLICK TO SUBMIT

ADVERTISING DEADLINE
Monday, April 22, 2024 • 2x4 (3.458”x4”) • $55.00

Four ways to turn in the info:
• Fill out the form and mail it to the Tri-County Reporter. One photo 

included, extra charges apply for more photos.
• Scan the QR code with your smartphone and fill out the form online.
• Drop off the photo and form at the Tri-County Reporter office.
• Email to info@tricountyreporter.com

Payment can be made when ordering online, or by phone with a debit/credit card.
You may pick up your photo at the Azle office after May 24, 2024

simple life

972-349-1357

@STAFFORDPLACEAZLE

STAFFORDPLACEAZLE.COM

1200 S.E. PKWY, AZLE, TX 76020

Fitness 
Center

Resort-
Style Pool

Patio/
Balcony

In Unit 
Laundry

Attached 
Garages

Pet 
Friendly

Stafford Place is a highly coveted address for those 
seeking a luxurious and modern living experience. 
These brand new apartment homes offer a selection 
of 1- and 2-bedroom units, each adorned with opulent 
finishes that exude sophistication and comfort.

Residents can unwind and entertain in style with 
amenities like a billiard room, a resort-style pool, and 
a 24/7 fitness center, creating an oasis of leisure and 
convenience within the community. Stafford Place 
sets a new standard for upscale living, where residents 
can relish in the epitome of comfort and elegance.

Boardwalk Estates
Boardwalk Estates, a new home community by Century 
Communities, recently hosted a ribbon-cutting ceremony hosted by 
the Springtown Area Chamber of Commerce. Century Communities 
is one of the top 10 homebuilders in the country. These new homes 
are conveniently located along State Highway 199 in Springtown. 
Call 817-704-4270 to schedule a tour or point your browser to 
centurycommunities.com to browse available homes today.

SUBSCRIBE SUBSCRIBE 
TODAY!TODAY!

817-270-3340817-270-3340
www.tricountyreporter.netwww.tricountyreporter.net

FOR 
ONE 
YEAR

$$7070
OUT-OF-COUNTY

FOR 
ONE 
YEAR

$$5050
IN-COUNTY

Extra, Extra!
Read All
About It!
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RESERVATIONS azlearts.org • 1012 SE PKWY, AZLE • 817-238-PLAY

Written by 
Joe Dipietro

Azle Arts Popcorn 
Players Presents

March 22-23 at 7:30 pm • March 24 at 2:30 pm 
April 5-6 at 7:30 pm  April 7 at 2:30 pm

$15 Adults $12 Military, Seniors & Students $10 Sunday Matinee All Seats

Showcasing Azle greatness
Azle ISD hosts annual open house event for parents and future students

ZACH FREEMAN | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

Azle’s beloved mascot Buzzy demonstrated the green screen technology used by Azle High School’s 
video production and tech classes. 

HOSA — Future Health Professionals, formerly known as Health Occupations Students of America 
students — students demonstrated their medical prowess by drawing blood from brave visitors and 
each other. 

The CTE halls were a veritable playground and worksite showing off the many ways in which Azle High 
School can prepare its students for a variety of different occupations. 

AHS Criminal Justice Club members spoke with future law enforcement hopefuls about the role and 
resources of the club.
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Area lifters excel at girls state
RICK MAUCH
Special to the Tri-County Reporter

EMMA VANBECELAERE
sports@tricountyreporter.com

Three members of the 
Springtown Lady Pines pow-
erlifting team brought home 
bronze medals after third-
place finishes in their respec-
tive weight classes at the 
Class 4A Division State Meet 
at the Comerica Center in 
Frisco March 15.

In all, the Lady Pines had 
six lifters place in the top 

five of their weight class. As 
a team, Springtown was fifth 
with 14 points.

Zoey Adams placed third 
in the 105-pound division, 
lifting a total of 705 pounds 
(275 squat, 145 bench press, 
285 dead lift). Hayley Knight 
was third in the 148 division 
with 915 pounds lifted (380 
squat, 190 bench, 345 dead 
lift) and Ashianya Elam took 
third in the 198 class with 
1,000 pounds (420 squat, 240 
bench, 340 dead lift).

Taking fourth in their divi-
sions were Abigail Stoner, 

132 class, 930 pounds lifted; 
and Grace Lewis, 165 class, 
935 lifted. Melissa Chavez 
was fifth in the 148 class, lift-
ing 875 pounds.

Also competing for 
Springtown were Callee 
Gaston, eighth in 114 divi-
sion, 705; Izzy Parker, 10th 
in 114 division, 675; Skyler 
Tyree, sixth in 123, 810; 
Jessica Montgomery, eighth 
in 123, 795; Destiny Ramirez, 
11th in 165, 785; Lyndsey 
Shotwell, ninth in 181, 890; 
Addison DeGreek, ninth 
in 220, 875; and Isabella 
Medina, 10th in 242, 840.

“The state meet is just 
such an exciting meet. The 
parents and community re-
ally made us feel special as 
we headed to state. There 
were signs along the road, 
flags and people honking,” 
coach Missy Castro said. “The 
Springtown Fire Department 
and police led the way out 
of town. Then, the Parker 
County Sheriff and Reno 
Police Department got us to 
Azle. This really was a special 
moment for the team and 
coaches.”

The 14 state qualifiers are 
the most ever for the Lady 
Pines program. 

“I am so proud of this 

SHS senior’s hard work 
pays off with San Angelo 
Stock Show win

Teacher calls Pack ‘one of the 
hardest working kids in the barn’

MADELYN EDWARDS
springtownreporter@tricountyreporter.com 

SPRINGTOWN — Despite 
her young age, Springtown 
High School senior Molly Pack 
is an old pro at showing live-
stock, but each time she gets 
in the ring, it feels like a new 
experience.

“Every time I go in, it’s like 
an adrenaline rush, like you 
just get in your own world,” 
said Pack, who is also vice 
president of Springtown FFA. 
“Watching from outside the 
ring, you can see all these oth-
er things going on, and every 
kid in the ring is just focused 
on them and their animal 
and the judge. It’s like noth-
ing else is going on. But every 
time I go in the ring, it’s like 
for the first time again. It’s so 
exciting and rewarding.”

Even if the results don’t 

turn out well, Pack said the 
mere feat of getting an ani-
mal ready for a show and be-
ing able to walk it in the ring 
is an accomplishment.

This year, Pack experienced 
an additional adrenaline rush 
when she won reserve grand 
champion for her female 
Brangus at the San Angelo 
Stock Show. When the re-
sults were announced, she 
thought, “Wow, all that hard 
work has finally paid off.” 

San Angelo is a major live-
stock show in Texas, and like 
Pack, agriculture teacher/cat-
tle supervisor Roy Stephens 
said just getting in the ring is 
an achievement. 

“Just even to walk in that 
ring is an accomplishment 
with that animal, but to place 
in the top half or even the 
top 30 of your class is a big 
accomplishment, and then 
to get champion or reserve is 
an exceptional opportunity 
to showcase your hard work 
and an animal,” Stephens 
said. “It’s a big deal to place 
in a major like that, whether 
it’s reserve or grand cham-
pion. It’s a huge deal. A lot of 
kids will show their whole ca-
reer and never even get that 
opportunity.”

Pack has been showing live-

PLEASE SEE PACK | B2
PHOTO COURTESY OF SPRINGTOWN FFA FACEBOOK PAGE

Molly Pack smiles big next to her winning Brangus cow Miss Raquelle.

Harris, Woods ranked in top 
4 nationally in wrestling
EMMA VANBECELAERE
sports@tricountyreporter.com

Two Azle junior high girls 
are making history, rank-
ing in the top four nation-
ally in the sport of wrestling. 
Zaylyn Woods is ranked 
number one in 12-and-under 
weight class 100 pounds. 
Kenzie Harris is ranked 
number four in the 12-and-
under weight class 92 
pounds. 

“The emotion I felt was 
very overwhelming and 
grateful. This is something 
I’ve worked toward my 
whole life and knowing that 
my hard work and consis-
tency paid off brought me 
tears of joy,” Woods said. 
“It’s great to be recognized 
nationally for all of the time 
my family and coaches put 
into training and travel for 
me to compete with the 

SEE WRESTLING | B4
PHOTO COURTESY FELICA HARRIS

Kenzie Harris and Zaylyn Woods show off  their rings and medals. PLEASE SEE ROUNDUP | B3

AHS FCCLA
students state bound
AHS public policy, parliamentary procedure and 
fashion construction students qualify for state contest

ZACH FREEMAN 
azlereporter@tricountyreporter.com

AZLE — Azle High 
School Family, Career and 
Community Leaders of 
America students made a 
great showing at the Feb. 
29 regional competition in 
Waco. 

Two Azle students, 
Skye Dickens and Kristina 
Birkeland, won second place 
at the FCCLA Public Policy 
Advocate, Level 3 contest 
at the Texas FCCLA Region 
II Leadership Conference. 
Daniel Villa, Jasmine Valdez, 
Elizabeth Villafranca and 
Lily “Neo” Garza won third 
place for Parliamentary 
Procedure at the contest. 
Carla Caldera won third 
place for fashion construc-
tion. Hannah Beck, who 
served as the 2023 Texas 
FCCLA Region II vice presi-
dent of records, was elected 
to serve as Region II’s vice 
president of community ser-

ZACH FREEMAN | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

Carla Caldera and her state-qualifying dress.PLEASE SEE FCCLA | B2

COURTESY PHOTO

The Azle High School girls powerlifting team pose together at the 5A 
Division I State Powerlifting Meet at the Comerica Center March 16. 

COURTESY PHOTO

The Springtown High School girls powerlifting team at the Class 4A Division State Meet at the Comerica 
Center in Frisco March 15.
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stock, mainly cows, since she 
was in the third grade. She 
got into the activity with her 
older sister via their extended 
family’s Brangus cattle ranch. 
She and her sister even pulled 
in a joint win in 2017 when 
Pack won grand champion 
and her sister took home the 
reserve title. 

“That was pretty cool,” 
Pack said about the previous 
achievement.

Pack described raising 
cattle and getting to know 
each cow’s personality as a 
rewarding experience.

“Me and my sister had 10-
15 heifers at a time, and peo-
ple always ask, ‘They’re all 
black; how do you tell them 
apart?’ I mean, you spend 
time with the animal every 
day, so you get to know the 
animal,” she said.

Pack wasn’t sure how her 
Brangus cow, named “PP Miss 

PHOTO COURTESY OF SPRINGTOWN FFA FACEBOOK PAGE

Springtown FFA Vice President and senior Molly Pack won reserve grand champion for her female 
Brangus at the San Angelo Livestock Show.

PACK
FROM PAGE B1

Raquelle,” would fare in the 
San Angelo competition as 
she had ups and downs with 
the animal in previous shows. 
She said Miss Raquelle is a 
sassy cow and a picky eater 
who took some time to warm 
up to Pack. 

“It’s kind of funny now; you 
can just call her name, and 
she’ll come up to the barn,” 
Pack said.

Raising a cow takes time 
and dedication, as with any 
animal, but cows also tend 
to need more space and feed 
that can be more expensive, 
Stephens said.  

Stephens has known Pack 
since she was in the sev-
enth grade and has observed 
how she has navigated the 
highs and lows of livestock 
competitions with good 
sportsmanship. 

“She’s always handled it 
with grace and profession-
alism,” Stephens said. “You 
could obviously see some dis-
appointment when she didn’t 
place as well as she wanted 

to, but she never got mad 
about it. It just kind of moti-
vated her and made her more 
driven to be more successful 
the next time.”

As a leader in Springtown 
FFA, Stephens said Pack is 
always willing to help the 
younger members of the 
chapter and sets a good 
example. 

“(She’s) probably one of the 
hardest working kids in the 
barn that I’ve ever seen, and 
I don’t think anybody would 
argue with that fact,” he said. 
“You don’t have to tell her to 
do anything. She’s going to 
lead by example, and I think 
when other younger mem-
bers see that, they pick up on 
that really quickly, and see 
that’s what it takes to be suc-
cessful in the show ring and 
be successful in this chapter.”

After graduation, Pack 
wants to advance her educa-
tion and possibly pursue a ca-
reer in artificial insemination 
and sonography involving 
cows and other large animals. 

MADELYN EDWARDS | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

Springtown High School agriculture teacher/cattle supervisor Roy Stephens called Springtown FFA Vice 
President Molly Pack “one of the hardest working kids in the barn.”

vice for the 2024-25 school 
year. All these students will 
advance to the state competi-
tion April 12 in Dallas. 

Dickens and Birkeland’s 
project centers on rising 
phosphorus levels in Eagle 
Mountain Lake and encourag-
es public participation in the 
design of Tarrant Regional 
Water Districts’ watershed 
protection plan. 

“We were completely 
shocked to actually place 
second,” Dickens said. “The 
main thing we want to focus 
on is spreading the word 
more because we really 
didn’t have much time to talk 
to Tarrant Regional Water 
District specifically about our 
project so we want to focus 
on hitting them directly and 
talking more to higher level 
people at TRWD because we 
only talked to the lower tier 
of workers and haven’t really 
gotten to their superiors, so 
that’s our focus.”

In doing research and 
outreach for their project, 
Dickens and Birkeland no-
ticed a lack of interest in 
the lake from some of their 
peers. Their project aims to 
change that and better edu-
cate the public on the issues 
affecting them. 

“We really noticed people 
don’t like Eagle Mountain 
Lake and we didn’t really 
know why,” Dickens said. 
“Kristina, she read a ton of 
scientific research papers 
and spent so long reading 
them. That’s kind of where 
we got our goals of trying to 
make it more accessible for 

FCCLA
FROM PAGE B1

people because it was so hard 
to read.”

The FCCLA caters to a wide 
range of skills and activities. 
The Azle chapter’s advi-
sor, fashion design teacher 
Natasha Deramee is excited 
to see all her students do 
so well in their respective 
competitions. 

“I’m extremely proud of 
the hard work they put in,” 
FCCLA advisor Natasha 
Deramee said. “They’re very 
passionate about the environ-
ment and how they can have 
a part in it. I just let them go. 
They were looking for things 
to advocate for and they just 
took it and ran with it. I’m 
very proud of them. We need 
to multiply them by many, 
many kids. I don’t know what 
we’ll do without them when 
they graduate.”

Caldera designed and cre-
ated a blue silk dress by 
hand, documenting the en-
tire process for her project. 
Materials for the dress cost 
$170.10 and countless hours 
to complete.

“I think I really like the 
skirt part of it,” Caldera said. 
“That’s what makes the dress 
what it is. It was really dif-
ficult to sew but it was worth 
it.” 

The parliamentary proce-
dure team was also proud of 
placing third and qualifying 
for state. Their contest re-
quired the utmost dedication 
to the practice and study of 
proper etiquette in a profes-
sional setting. 

“It’s about maintaining pro-
fessionalism within a meeting 
setting,” Villa said explaining 
his team’s contest. “It’s about 
making sure that everything 
is good and fair and that you 
are behaving appropriately.”

“We really noticed people don’t 

like Eagle Mountain Lake and we 

didn’t really know why...”

SKYE DICKENS

ZACH FREEMAN | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

Daniel Villa, Elizabeth Villafranca, Jasmine Valdez and Lily “Neo” Garza.

ZACH FREEMAN | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

Skye Dickens with her and Kristina Birkeland’s state-qualifying presentation.
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This menu is sponsored by ... 

Springtown School Menu
BREAKFAST PRICES

EC-12th Grade �����������������������������������������������������������������
$1�75

EC-12th Reduced ��������������������������������������������������������
$0�30

Adult ������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
$2�25

LUNCH PRICES
PK-4th Grade ���������������������������������������������������������������������

$3�00 
5th-8th Grade ��������������������������������������������������������������������

$3�25
High School ��������������������������������������������������������������������������$3�00 
Reduced ������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

$0�40
Adult ������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

$4�25
Students may prepay for their meals.

Mon Steakfingers or Popcorn Chicken, Roll, Mashed Potatoes Fresh Veggies Blueberries or Oranges 
Tues Bosco Stick or Chicken Fried Steak Sandwich, Steamed Broccoli, Fresh Veggies Apple Slices 

or Watermelon Craisins Juice Weds Chicken & Waffles, Tator Tots Fresh Veggies (Fiesta Sticks, Car-
rot, Broccoli), Apple or Sliced Pears  Thurs Pepperoni Pizza, Chicken Sandwich or Baked Potato w/

Pulled Pork, Roll, Mixed Vegetables Fresh Veggies Applesauce or Banana Fri No School

K - 4th Lunch Lunch: Everyday - Choice of one meat, two vegetables, and one grain/bread with milk., 
Variety of milk is offered every day for breakfast and lunch.

PK - 12th Breakfast BREAKFAST: Everyday - Various Juices & Cereals, Toast, Milk Variety, Fruit, Jelly, Assort-
ment, Buttermilk Biscuit, Variety of milk is offered every day for breakfast and lunch. 

Mon  Mini Pancakes, Applesauce Cup Tues Chicken Biscuit Sandwich, Sliced Peaches Weds Egg-
stravaganza, Blueberries Thurs Breakfast Pizza, Apple Slices Fri No school

Mon Breakfast for Lunch, Chicken or Sausage Biscuit, Eggstravaganza, Hash Browns, Fresh Veggies   
Blueberries or Orange,  Tues Salisbury Steak or Three Cheese Mac., Roll, Mashed Potatoes, Fresh 

Veggies  Weds  Cheeseburger, Hamburger or Sweet & Sour Rice Bowl w/Pork, Tator Tots, Fresh 
Veggies Apple Slices or Pineapple, Variety Thurs  Pepperoni Pizza, Pulled Pork Sandwich or Baked 
Potato Basket/ Pulled Pork, Fresh Veggies Sliced Peaches or Strawberry Applesauce Fri No school

5th - 12th Lunch Lunch: Everyday - Choice of one meat, two vegetables, and one grain/bread with milk., 
Variety of milk is offered every day for breakfast and lunch.

817-270-3340

13 MONTH 
SUBSCRIPTION

Don’t Miss Out On The 
ONLY Paper That Prints 

Your Hometown News, On 
YOUR KIDS!!!

$50

March 25-29, 2024
PK through 12th Grade

*Menus are subject to change.

PreK - 4th

BREAKFAST: Everyday -  Assorted Fruits and Cereal, Juice, White or Chocolate Milk, Graham Crackers, Toast
Mon Dutch Waffle, Pears Diced, Tues Sausage Biscuit, Pineapples, Weds Cinnamon Roll, Oranges 

Thurs Cinnamon Toast with Oatmeal,Apple Fri No school

GRADES 5TH - 8TH      

Mon Breaded chicken Sandwich, Chicken and Waffles, Popcorn Chicken Salad with Breadstick, Oranges, Pears, Green Beans, Mashed 
Potatoes with Peppered Gravy Tues Boneless Buffalo Wings, Cheeseburger, Orange Chicken & Rice, Apple, Peaches, Steamed Broccoli 
Weds Chicken and Cheese Crispito with Cheese Sauce, ,Hot Dog, Spicy Chicken Sandwich, Oranges, Pineapples, Fresh Salsa, Mexican 

Black Beans Thurs Cheeseburger, Frito Chili Pie, Grilled Cheese Sandwich, Apple, Pears, Steamed Peas Fri No school

LUNCH: Everyday: Variety of milk. Your choice of 1 entree & 1 fruit or juice, rolls, crackers • Salad bar offered daily 

BREAKFAST: Everyday -  Assorted Fruits and Cereal, Juice, White or Chocolate Milk, Yogurt w/Granola

Mon Dutch Waffle, Pears Diced, Tues Pancake Sausage Breakfast Sandwich, Pineapples, Weds Pancakes, Oranges 
Thurs Biscuit with Peppered Gravy,Apple Fri No school

BREAKFAST: Everyday -  Assorted Fruits and Cereal, Juice, White or Chocolate Milk, Yogurt w/Granola

LUNCH: • Everyday: 1% unflavored or non fat chocolate milk & juice • Salad Bar
Mon Breaded chicken Sandwich, Chicken and Waffles, Cheeseburger, Oranges, Pears, Corn, Steamed medley Tues Ham Wraop, 

Hamburger, Spicy Chicken Sandwich, Whole Wheat Roll, Apple, Peaches, Steamed Broccoli, Vegetarian Beans Weds Breaded Chicken 
Sandwich, Cheeseburger, Chili Cheese Dog, Oranges, Pineapples, Green Beans, Steamed Carrots Thurs Beefy Mac, Hamburger, Spicy 

Chicken Sandwich, Garlic Bread Stick, Apple Sauce, Bananas, Charro Beans, Curly Fries Fri No school

SPONSORED BY

Azle School Menu March 25-29, 2024

HIGH SCHOOL

BREAKFAST: 
PreK-4th Grade, 7-12th Grade $1.55
5-6th Grade FREE 2nd Meal $2.00
Visitors/Employees $2.75

LUNCH: 
PreK-4th Grade $2.55 5-6th Grade $2.75
7-12th Grade $2.55 2nd Meal $3.20
Visitors & Employees $3.75

Mon Chicken And Waffles, Piopcorn Chicken Salad with Breadstick, Oranges, Pears, Green Beans, Mashed Potatoes, Peppered Gravy  
Tues Baked Potato, Orange Chicken and Rice, Apple, Peaches, Steamed Broccoli, Baby Carrots,Celery Sticks Weds Chicken and 

Cheese Crispito with Cheese Sauce, Hot Dog, Oranges, Pinepples, Salsa, Mexican Black Beans, Baby Carrots Thurs Frito Chili Pie, Ham 
& Cheese Sandwich, Apple, Pears, Steamed Peas, Baby Carrots, Fresh Broccoli Fri No school

LUNCH: Everyday - Variety of milk. Your choice of 1 entree & 1 fruit or juice

Mon Dutch Waffle, Pears Diced, Tues Sausage Biscuit, Pineapples, Weds Cinnamon Roll, Oranges 
Thurs Cinnamon Toast with Oatmeal,Apple Fri No school

817-270-3340

13 MONTH 
SUBSCRIPTION

Don’t Miss Out On The 
ONLY Paper That Prints 
Your Hometown News 

On YOUR KIDS!!!

$50

young team. Nine out of the 
14 were first-year qualifiers. 
This was their first time ever 
competing at state,” Castro 
said. “The girls gave it every-
thing they had at the meet, 
improving in many ways. 

“In the long run I think our 
inexperience got to us here 
and there. I am excited about 
the experience we gained 
with several of our freshmen, 
sophomores and juniors. 

“Second through fifth place 
was just a battle and too 
close to call until the very 
end.”

Beeville won with 40 points, 
followed by Port Lavaca 
Calhoun with 18 and La Fiera 
and Hidalgo tied for third 
with 15 points. 

In addition to the lifting, 
three senior Lady Pines are 
academic all-state. Tyree and 
Montgomery were named 
first team and Lilly Siegel was 
named second team.

“Our seniors have been 
great leaders and definitely 
set the bar high for the under-
class,” Castro said. “We will 
miss having them around, 
but we are excited for their 
next chapter. Tradition never 
graduates.”

AZLE GIRLS POWERLIFTING
Raegan Williams of the 

Lady Hornets placed third 
in the 123-pound division 
at the 5A Division I State 
Powerlifting Meet at the 
Comerica Center March 
16. She lifted a total of 840 
pounds (315 squat, 170 
bench press, 275 dead lift).

“I felt that it went really 

well, proud of the girls. Really 
excited that the program has 
only one senior graduating,” 
coach Tanner Street said. 

Also for Azle, Emma 
Sustala placed eighth in the 
181 division, lifting 900 to-
tal pounds. Ella Swaim was 
11th in the 105 class, lifting 
585 total. Also qualifying for 
state from the Lady Hornets, 
but not placing, was Kyndal 
Robbins in the 97 division.

“It was fun, but also scary 
seeing all the people there 
while I was competing.” 
Emma Sustala said. “Having 
the right people supporting 
me like family, friends, and 
coaches that helped me to be 
successful this season.”

“Going to state this year as 
my first year being in pow-
erlifting was one of the big-
gest achievements I could’ve 
had. Just knowing that I was 
at state was such an amaz-
ing feeling for me,” Robbins 
said. “Especially knowing I’m 
around the best of the best. 
Though I did not achieve the 
outcome I would’ve hoped 
for, I try and look at the big-
ger picture of how far I have 
come in the short couple of 
months.”

AZLE BASEBALL
In a showdown of two 

of the favorites in District 
5-5A, the Azle Hornets and 
Granbury Pirates split games 
this past week, each win-
ning at the other’s venue. On 
March 12, the Pirates won 9-6 
in Azle and the Hornets won 
the next day 2-1 in Granbury.

In the victory, Cole Webb 
pitched a complete game 
gem, giving up seven hits 
with seven strikeouts and 
no walks. Ty Bonnett led the 
offense with two hits and an 

RBI, while Tyler Vaughn also 
drove in a run. 

In the loss, Liptow had two 
hits and two RBIs and Jacob 
McGee had a double with 
three RBIs. 

The Hornets (11-4 over-
all) were playing at Saginaw 
at press time. They host 
Saginaw March 22, host 
Northwest March 26 and trav-
el to Northwest March 28, all 
at 6:30 p.m.

AZLE SOFTBALL
The Lady Hornets (13-8-1 

overall) improved to 3-0 in 
District 5-5A with a 7-0 vic-
tory at Northwest March 13 
as Brandie Phillips had three 
hits, including a double. Ema 
Lehr had two hits and four 
RBIs, Shaylea Cassell’s two 
hits included a double and an 
RBI, and Corynne Barone had 
two hits.

Adrianna Weidman got 
the pitching victory, throw-
ing five innings with five hits, 
seven strikeouts and a walk. 
Morgan Terrell pitched two 
innings with a hit and three 
strikeouts.

Azle visits Aledo March 22 
and hosts Brewer March 26, 
both games starting at 6:30 
p.m.

AZLE GIRLS BASKETBALL
Five members of the Lady 

Hornets were named to the 
All-District 5-5A Team by the 
league’s coaches. Leading the 
selections is senior Cheryl 
Grubbs on the first team.

Second-team picks are ju-
nior Abby Natusch and senior 
Vielka Gonzalez. Honorable 
mentions went to seniors 
Landri Seward and Faith 
Summers.

The Lady Hornets finished 

17-18 and advanced to the 
bidistrict playoffs.

AZLE BOYS BASKETBALL
Cason Cook of the Hornets 

has been named the District 
5-5A Newcomer of the Year 
by the league’s coaches. Also 
honored with a second-team 
selection was junior Britt 
Haas. 

Seniors Gunner Crow and 
Kaleb Braswell are honorable 
mentions.

SPRINGTOWN GIRLS 
BASKETBALL

Lady Pines senior Allison 
Ford and junior Esther 
Ballado were named to the 
All-District 8-4A First Team 
by coaches. Second-team ac-
colades went to seniors Chloe 
Kirk and Paige Winstead, 
along with sophomore 
Brooklynn Quintanilla and 
Brylynn Bazzell.

Junior Kylie Russell re-
ceived honorable mention.

Academic all-district hon-
ors were earned by Bazzell, 
Kirk, Quintanilla, Russell, 
Winstead, junior Amelia 
Espinoza, sophomore Abby 
Miller, sophomore manager 
Megan Lejueness and fresh-
man Makinze Nation.

The Lady Pines are coming 
off a 19-18 season and bidis-
trict appearance. It is their 
most victories since the 2010-
11 season.

SPRINGTOWN BOYS 
BASKETBALL

Senior Dayne Thompson of 
the Porcupines was named 
the District 8-4A Offensive 
Player of the Year. Junior 
Dylan Crutchfield was select-
ed by the league coaches for 
first team all-district.

Senior Kelby Castro and 
junior Chase Thompson were 
honored as second-team 
choices. Honorable men-
tions went to seniors Braylon 
Easter and Ty Parrott.

The Porcupines finished 
19-13 and were second in dis-
trict with a 7-3 record. They 
advanced to the playoffs, 
falling 71-69 to Burkburnett 
in bidistrict. It was their 
most wins since the 2012-13 
season.

SPRINGTOWN GIRLS TRACK
Mackenzie (Mack) Flaugher 

of the Lady Pines is ranked 
No. 8 in the state in the triple 
jump in Class 4A and leads 
Region I with a 35-foot, 9-inch 
effort to win the Lovejoy 
Invitational. 

Flaugher, a junior, is seek-
ing a third consecutive berth 
at the 4A State Track and 
Field Meet this season. She 
finished fourth in 2023, 
jumping 38 feet, 3.75 inches. 
As a freshman she was sev-
enth at state, clearing 37 feet, 
6.25 inches.

Her career best triple jump 
is 38 feet, 4.5 inches at the 4A 
Region I Meet in 2022.

She is also third in Region 
I in the long jump this sea-
son, having leaped 17 feet, 0 
inches.

AZLE TRACK
Four members of the 

team competed in the Texas 
Distance Festival in Southlake 
March 15-16. Leading the 
runners, all competing in the 
1600-meter run, was Brooke 
Maples, clocking a time of 
5 minutes, 52.04 seconds 
among the girls. The lone boy 
to compete for Azle was Eli 
Walker, who posted 5:53.98.

Also for the Lady Hornets, 
Lily Hudman had a time of 
6:01.29 and Azucena Neri 
clocked a 6:06.86.

RODEO
Area athletes are among 

North Texas High School 
Rodeo Association leaders. 
The top 15 in each event at 
the end of the regular sea-
son advance to the NTHSRA 
Finals in May.
• Girls all-around: 2. Laurel 
Allred, Azle; 6. Delaney Har-
ris, Springtown; 8. Hevenli 
Scribner, Azle; 15. Andrea 
Allred, Azle.
• Boys all-around: 4. Kasen 
Scarlato, Azle; 6. Xavier 
Reyes, Azle; 10. Sean Bune-
ro, Azle.
• Barrel racing: 6. Scribner; 
14. Kaylee Buchanan, Spring-
town.
• Breakaway roping: 12. 
Paige Bunero, Springtown.
• Bull riding: 1. Colton Phil-
lips, Springtown; Tucker 
Barbee, Azle.
• Calf roping: 6. S. Bunero; 
10. Tanner Piller, Spring-
town.
• Chute Dogging: 5. Wyatt 
Allison, Azle; 6. River Cas-
sell, Azle; 7. Scarlato; 10. 
Cade Walker, Springtown; 
11. Shaye Winford, Spring-
town; 13. A. Allred.
• Walkup goat tying: 1. 
L. Allred; 5. A. Allred; 7. 
Delaney Harris, Springtown; 
12. Caitlyn Colley, Azle; 14. 
Winford.
• Poles: 1. L. Allred; 7. Scrib-
ner; 10. Colley.
• Ribbon roping: 5. S. 
Bunero; 6. P. Bunero.
• Steer wrestling: 2. Walker.
• Team roping;header: 1. 
Reyes; 12. Scarlato.
• Team roping-heeler: 1. 
Scarlato; 11. Reyes.
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Welcome Emma VanBecelaere to the Tri-County Reporter team!
JOHN ENGLISH
Special to the Tri-County Reporter

On March 4, Emma 
VanBecelaere embarked 
on a new career in journal-
ism when she was hired as 
a sports writer with the Tri-
County Reporter.

VanBecelaere (pronounced 
“Van Beesler”) gradu-
ated from Tarleton State 
University in December with 
a bachelor’s degree in sports 
communication and will 
cover sports in the Azle and 
Springtown areas.

As a student, VanBecelaere 
wrote for the Texan News 
Service (TNS) and said that 
is how she was introduced 
to Hyde Media Group Chief 
Operating Officer Sam 
Houston. 

“The news editor that I 
worked for at the TNS, … 
Austin Lewter, was able to 
get me in contact with Sam, 
and that kind of sparked an 
interest in writing for me,” 
VanBecelaere said. “That re-
ally helped.”

VanBecelaere has been 
involved with sports most 
of her life and said she was 
drawn to a career in sports 
journalism for a couple of 
reasons.

“I played sports all 
throughout high school,” 
VanBecelaere said. “After I 
graduated from high school, 
I wanted to be an athletic 
trainer and quickly realized 
that wasn’t for me. Once I 
moved to Tarleton, I really 
drew more of an interest in 
sports writing and creating 

media. So it was really just 
growing up in the sports 
world and being active in 
sports. My professors and 

Emma VanBecelaere

family members also helped 
me.”

The Tarleton alumna 
played volleyball, basketball, 
softball and cheered in high 
school.

VanBecelaere’s favorite 
sport is football and her 
favorite team is the Kansas 
City Chiefs.

“My stepmother’s father 
(Mike Livingston) played 
for the Kansas City Chiefs 
a long time ago when they 
first won the Super Bowl,” 
VanBecelaere said. “I grew up 
knowing all about the team, 
and plus, Patrick Mahomes 
went to my friend’s high 
school, so I got to meet him.”

Livingston actually 
stepped in for quarterback 
Len Dawson when Dawson 
was injured in the Chiefs’ 

1969 Superbowl season and 
led the team to a 6-0 record 
during Dawson’s absence.

VanBecelaere is also a 
Texas Rangers fan and sup-
ports all Tarleton State 
University sports teams.

Born and raised in 
Quitman, which is 35 miles 
north of Tyler, VanBecelaere 
attended Tyler Junior 
College for two years before 
transferring to TSU.

She said she believes she 
will provide a unique per-
spective to the Tri-County 
Reporter. 

“I think I bring a peppier, 
new, fresh sound, because 
I am younger, and I’m fresh 
out of college,” VanBecelaere 
said. “I still have a lot of in-
formation that I learned fresh 
in my brain, and I know what 

it takes to get a story done. I 
think having a positive mind-
set and real passion for what 
I’m doing really helps the 
newspapers as well.”

VanBecelaere spends her 
free time reading, playing 
with her dog and spending 
time with her family.

Currently working on a 
master’s degree in commu-
nications, VanBecelaere said 
she hopes to make a genuine 
contribution to the Tri-County 
Reporter.

“I’d like to gain experi-
ence and gather as much 
knowledge as possible,” 
VanBecelaere said. “I’d also 
like to make an impact and re-
ally get to know the coaches 
and parents so that I can make 
those connections throughout 
the community.”
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Springtown Middle School theater 
students compete in One-Act Play contest

COURTESY PHOTOS

The students in Springtown Middle School’s Pojo Productions competed at the UIL 
One-Act Play competition Feb. 16. Their play placed third.

Five Springtown Middle School students won individual awards following the UIL One-Act Play competition Feb. 16. Bri 
Brouillette was named Best Performer, Case Campbell and Olivia McCabe made the All-Star Cast, and Erik Carter was part 
of the Honorable Mention All-Star Cast. Adrian Monroe earned the tech award. 

best.” 
Woods and Harris are cur-

rently in seventh grade and 
have been able to compete in 
many events with the support 
of their families and the com-
munity. As they prepare to 
enter eighth grade next year, 
they cannot wait to see what 
the future holds.  

“I felt so excited to be 
ranked nationally. I worked 
so hard to get where I am, 
and I am thankful for every-
one that helped me. I know 
that I am young and have so 
much to learn before high 
school and I am ready to 
learn what I can,” Harris said. 

Woods and Harris both 
show dedication and drive 
both in and out of practice, 
participating in wrestling, 
youth football, volleyball and 
more. 

“Football is a contact sport 
that requires strength, agil-
ity and consistency, things 
similar to wrestling. I think 
playing football has things 
that translate over to wres-
tling and vice versa,” Woods 
said. “The sports are differ-
ent of course, but things like 
aggression, body awareness 
and coordination help me all 
around to be the best athlete 
I can be.” 

The hard work and deter-
mination displayed by Woods 
and Harris exemplifies what 
being an athlete is about 
and is an inspiration to the 
younger generation. 

“We are just incredibly 
proud of the person (Harris) 
is. Sports aside, she works 
very hard to maintain As in 
school and to be a great role 
model for her sister,” Harris’ 
mother, Felicia Harris, said. 
“She has always taken a spe-
cial interest with some of the 
special needs children in the 
community. She is always 
trying to make sure they feel 
included in everything she 
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does.” 
Harris is involved in vol-

leyball and in varsity choir, 
as well as youth football, and 
she also helps coach youth 
volleyball in Azle. 

“I know that I have accom-
plished some of my goals, but 
I also know that I still have 
a lot of things that I want to 
accomplish. I do have a lot 
of training and preparing for 
the next step before I go to 
high school, but I am taking 
my time and taking it year-by-
year,” Harris said. 

Having to compete against 
a teammate is hard but Harris 
and Woods do it with grace. 
Outside of sports, friend-
ship is an example to others 
of what playing a sport is all 
about.

“Zaylyn is an incredible 
athlete and person. She is 
the hardest worker in the 
room and handles herself 
like a professional athlete,” 
Woods’ father Mark De La 
Rosa said. “The sky is the 
limit for Zaylyn with her work 
ethic and talent, whatever she 
chooses to pursue she will 
flourish in. We as her parents 

can’t express with words how 
proud of her we are.”

Woods says her mom 
Montana De La Rosa, who is a 
Mixed Martial Arts fighter, is 
her biggest inspiration. De La 
Rosa has shown her daughter 
what it is like to be a wrestler.  

“The dedication and hard 
work I put in is a full-time 
commitment. I am consistent 
year-round with rest to be 
able to still compete my best. 
I train multiple times a day 
along with a proper diet and 
recovery,” Woods said, “This 
isn’t just when I feel like it, it 
is all the time to continue to 
improve and get to my end 
goal of being an Olympic gold 
medalist. I believe my consis-
tency is what truly separates 
me from my peers. My par-
ents have to compete in the 
UFC at the highest level and 
I think it gives me the extra 
drive.” 

Even at such a young age, 
Harris and Woods have 
shown great dedication to 
the community with youth 
sports in Azle, by becoming 
role models to the younger 
athletes. 

PHOTO COURTESY FELICIA HARRIS 

Kenzie Harris and her mom smile for a picture together. 

PHOTO COURTESY MONTANA DE LA ROSA

Zaylyn Woods and her parents, Mark and Montana De La Rosa, take a 
picture after a competition with her award. 
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Rodney Gatlin, D.C.
400 Boyd Court

817-
444-HELP (4357)

AZLE

Celebrating over 35 years in business

www.azlechiropractic.com

Joe Rider
Propane, Inc.

PROPANE
TANKS

817-237-3325

“Serving Azle & The 
Community Since 1986“

113 SPEER ST
817-444-4920

Thank you for your support!

CLEANERS

HILLTOP FAMILY CHURCH

“Caring about what Jesus
cares about... You!”

1227 Old Cottondale • 817-220-7177
140 W. MAIN ST.

817-444-4613

Compliments of

Rural Gas Supply
P R O P A N E

“In business since 1946”

APOSTOLIC
CORNERSTONE APOSTOLIC 
CHURCH
1801 FM 730 N., Azle
817-400-0612

HARVEST TIME APOSTOLIC
1 Block N. FM 2048 in Keeter
817-433-8220

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
FIRST ASSEMBLY OF GOD
1020 S.E. Pkwy, Azle
817-237-4903

FELLOWSHIP OF LAKE WORTH
4024 Dakota Trail, Lake Worth
817-237-9433

NEW BEGINNINGS CHURCH
810 Goshen Rd, Springtown
817-523-4462 

LEGACY CHURCH
Hwy. 199 W. at FM 2257, Azle 
817-221-2983 / 817-221-5760

VICTORY CHRISTIAN CENTER
737 Boyd Rd., Azle
817-444-LOVE

BAPTIST
ASH CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
300 South Stewart, Azle
817-444-3219

AGNES INDEPENDENT BAPTIST
350 Agnes N., Springtown 
817-523-7271

BETHEL MISSIONARY BAPTIST 
408 S. Ash St., Springtown
817-220-4238

AZLE AVENUE BAPTIST
2901 Azle Ave., Fort Worth
817- 626-5556

BY THE WORD BAPTIST
West of FM 730 N. at sign, Briar
817- 444-3484

CALVARY HEIGHTS BAPTIST
1 block off Hwy. 199,
east of David’s Patio,
Springtown, 817-221-2241

CENTRAL BAPTIST
4290 Old Agnes Road
817-594-5918

CHURCH ON THE HILL
836 NW Parkway, Azle
817-444-3752

CHRISTWAY BAPTIST
7673 West Hwy. 199, Agnes
817-220-9133 or 817-220-3581

CLEAR FORK BAPTIST
Corner of FM 730 & Ragle Rd., 
Weatherford, 817-594-1154

EAGLE MOUNTAIN BAPTIST
8780 Eagle Mtn. Circle, Azle
817-237-4135

FIRST BAPTIST
CHURCH OF AZLE
1017 Boyd Road
817-444-4828

FIRST BAPTIST CASTLE HILLS
401 Beverly Rd., Azle
817-797-4706

FIRST BAPTIST LAKE WORTH
700 Charbonneau Tr.,
west side of Effie Morris Elementary
817-237-2624

FIRST BAPTIST LAKESIDE
8801 Jacksboro Hwy., Lakeside
817-237-8113

FIRST BAPTIST COTTONDALE
1 block N. of FM 2123, Cottondale
940-433-5539

FIRST BAPTIST POOLVILLE
1 block W. of FM 920, Poolville
817-594-3916

FIRST BAPTIST SPRINGTOWN
5th & Main Street, Springtown
817-220-5229

FRIENDSHIP BAPTIST
801 Friendship Rd., 9½ miles S. of 
Springtown off Hwy. 51 S.
817-594-5940 or 817-599-4917

FUNDAMENTAL BAPTIST
5th & Main in Springtown
817-523-5477

GRACE BAPTIST
3 miles N. of Springtown on Hwy. 
51 across from Radio Tower

GRACE POINTE CHURCH
4110 E. Hwy. 199, Springtown
817-221-5683

HERITAGE BAPTIST CHURCH
3577 FM 51 N., Weatherford
817-564-3946

IGLESIA BAUTISTA
Nueva Jerusalen
6640 Midway Rd., Springtown
817-694-0444 

INDIAN OAKS PRIMITIVE
BAPTIST CHURCH
3229 Shawnee Trail, Lake Worth
817-237-8441

LAKE WORTH BAPTIST
4445 Hodgkins, Lake Worth
817-237-4163

METROPOLITAN BAPTIST
6051 Azle Ave., Fort Worth
817-237-2201

NEW HOPE BAPTIST
782 New Hope Rd., Reno area
817-221-2184

NORTHWEST BAPTIST
5500 Boat Club Rd., Lake Worth
817-237-6063 or 817-270-8476

SANDY BEACH ROAD
BAPTIST CHURCH
1006 Sandy Beach Rd.,
Azle, TX 76020 • 817-565-8904
Pastor Don Webster
Sunday Service 11 am

SILVER CREEK BAPTIST
730 S. & Veal Station Rd., Azle
817-444-2325

NEW BEGINNINGS
BAPTIST CHURCH
3605 Jacksboro Hwy., Azle
817-707-2741

PRIMERA IGLESIA BAUTISTA
300 S. Stewart, Azle
817-500-3641

SPRINGTOWN
BAPTIST TEMPLE
201 J. E. Woody Rd., Springtown
817-523-0376

UNION BAPTIST CHURCH
3451 Sarra Lane, Springtown
682-333-1645

WALNUT CREEK BAPTIST
220 W. Reno Rd. in Reno
817-221-2110

BIBLE
COMMUNITY BIBLE
FELLOWSHIP
1405 Reynolds Rd., Reno
817-521-4510

NORTHWEST BIBLE CHURCH
5025 Jacksboro Hwy., Fort Worth
817-624-2111

SOLID ROCK BIBLE CHURCH
591 S. Reno Rd., Springtown
817-304-7443

CATHOLIC
HOLY TRINITY CATHOLIC
800 High Crest Dr., Azle
817-444-3063

CHRISTIAN
THE CHURCH AT AZLE
1801 S. Stewart, Azle
817-444-9973

AZLE CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
35 West Forty Estates., Azle
817-688-3339

GREATER VISION FELLOWSHIP
1801 S. Stewart St., Azle
817-825-0485

THE ABBEY CHURCH
10400 Jacksboro Hwy., Azle
817-238-1404

CROSSING FELLOWSHIP
120 E. Main St., Azle
817-406-4577

CHURCH OF CHRIST
AZLE CHURCH of CHRIST
336 NW Parkway
817-444-3268

BRIAR CHURCH of CHRIST
109 W.N. Woody Rd.
(½ block west of FM 730 N. in Briar)
817-444-7102

MIDWAY CHURCH of CHRIST
6400 Midway Rd.
817-221-2107 

NEWSOME MOUND ROAD
CHURCH of CHRIST
1460 Newsome Mound Rd.
817-677-3290

NORTHWEST
CHURCH of CHRIST
6059 Azle Ave., Fort Worth
817-237-1205

POOLVILLE CHURCH of CHRIST
West of FM 920 in Poolville
817-594-4182

SOUTHSIDE
CHURCH of CHRIST
130 W. Bradshaw Lane, Springtown
817-221-2799

SPRINGTOWN
CHURCH of CHRIST
Just west of Hwy. 51 North
817-523-4419

TRI-COUNTY
CHURCH of CHRIST
525 Hwy. 199 W., Springtown
817-980-8156

CHURCH OF GOD
ABUNDANT LIFE
CHURCH of GOD
4800 East Hwy. 199, Suite 7
Springtown, 817-677-3208

LAKESIDE CHURCH OF GOD
THE WORD@LAKESIDE
9396 Confederate Park Rd.
(FM 1886)
817-237-5500

DISCIPLES OF CHRIST
AZLE CHRISTIAN
117 Church St., Azle
817-444-3527

CENTRAL CHRISTIAN
1602 S. Main St., Weatherford
817-594-3043

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
4th & Main, Paradise

EPISCOPAL
ST. ANNE’S
ANGLICAN EPISCOPAL
6055 Azle Ave., Fort Worth
817-237-1888

PROVIDENCE REFORMED 
EPISCOPAL
405 Bowie Dr., Weatherford 
817-596-7476

ST. ELISABETH EPISCOPAL 
5910 Black Oak Lane, River Oaks
817-739-0504

GOSPEL
CENTRAL FULL GOSPEL 
FELLOWSHIP
3009 Delaware Tr., Lake Worth
817-237-7919

JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES
KINGDOM HALL OF 
JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES
212 Pearson Lane, Azle
817-221-2242

LUTHERAN
THE EDGE CHURCH - AZLE
1313 SE Parkway, Azle
817-237-4822

HOPE LUTHERAN (ELCA)
4795 Hwy. 199, Reno
817-221-HOPE

METHODIST
BOYD UNITED METHODIST
FM 730 North in Boyd
940-433-5334

FIRST METHODIST
CHURCH OF AZLE
200 Church St., Azle
817-444-3323

LIGHTHOUSE FELLOWSHIP
7200 Robertson Rd., Fort Worth
817-237-2758

SILVER CREEK 
METHODIST CHURCH
2200 Church Rd., Azle
817-444-1382

FIRST UNITED METHODIST
Hwy. 51 N & 3rd Street, Springtown
817-523-7874

POOLVILLE UNITED METHODIST
1 block W. of FM 920
(behind Poolville Post Office)
817-599-3601
THE CHURCH OF JESUS
CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS
(THE MORMONS)

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS
1010 Timberoaks, Azle
817-237-5075

PENTECOSTAL
GRACE CHAPEL UNITED 
PENTECOSTAL CHURCH
3508 Shawnee Trail, Lake Worth
817- 237-4844

PRESBYTERIAN
GRACE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
606 Mockingbird Lane, Weatherford
817-594-2744

ORTHODOX PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH OF FORT WORTH
Meeting at Northwest YMCA 
5315 Boat Club Road, Fort Worth
817-989-9800

ORTHODOX
ARCHANGEL GABRIEL
ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN CHURCH
1157 S. E.  Parkway (Jacksboro 
Highway), Azle
817-752-8255

OTHER
ALIENTO DE DIOS
2233 E. Hwy 199, Springtown
817-521-4694 

THE CHURCH IN PEASTER
www.thechurchinpeaster.org
817-596-8805

CORNERSTONE
COMMUNITY CHURCH
2233 Hwy 199 East, Springtown
817-221-LIFE (5433)

FAMILY CHURCH
9 miles S. of Springtown on Hwy. 51
817-599-7655

GRACE FELLOWSHIP CHURCH
2964 W. Hwy 114, Paradise
940-969-2427

HILLTOP FAMILY CHURCH
1227 Old Cottondale Road,
Springtown, 817-220-7177

THE FELLOWSHIP
AT PLEASANT GROVE
1064 CR4679, Boyd
940-999-8210

THE HOUSE OF PRAYER
1356 Reno Rd., Springtown
817-221-2551

POWERHOUSE
OF PRAISE CHURCH
1649 S.E. Parkway, Azle
817-319-7364

BRANDED CROSS
COWBOY CHURCH
3282 FM 2048, Boyd 76023
817-755-7021

SECRET PLACE MINISTRIES
112 Optimist Rd., Springtown
682-229-1433

GOSPEL GATHERING FELLOWSHIP
7315 Silver Creek Rd
at Flatrock Rd, Azle
832-289-8720

LIGHTHOUSE CHURCH
6409 FM 730 S., Azle
817-444-4311

LIGHTHOUSE HARBOR CHURCH
1960 Long Circle, Pelican Bay
817-444-3547

THE LIVING WORD COUNTRY 
CHURCH OF TEXAS
1240 E. HWY 199, SPRINGTOWN
817-913-2717

NEW LIGHTED WAY
624 Harbor Dr. Circle, Azle
817-444-1577

NORTHWEST TEMPLE OF PRAISE
6781 Jacksboro Hwy., Lake Worth

PRECIOUS FAITH
TEMPLE CHURCH
8601 Hwy. 199 @ Vance Godbey’s

THE HOUSE OF PRAYER
1356 Reno Rd., Springtown
817-221-2551

THE RANCH CHRISTIAN 

COWBOY CHURCH
7955 Reed Rd., Azle
682-327-7082

REAL FAMILY FELLOWSHIP
202 Pearson Lane, Azle
817-677-5963

GRACE & FAITH CENTER
11701 Jacksboro Hwy., Azle
817-210-6295

WESTERN HARVEST
FELLOWSHIP CENTER
6577 Old Springtown Rd., 
Weatherford
817-523-2855 or 817-995-9087

SHEPHERD’S HEART CHURCH
14435 FM 730 N • Azle
817-444-7777

WESTERN STAR COWBOY CHURCH
790 CR 3696 • Paradise 76073
817-688-6887

Place your ad here!

Call
817-270-3340

This devotional and directory is made possible by these businesses who encourage all of us to attend worship services.

Want readers to Want readers to 

FIND
   YOU?

817-270-3340

Call Jessica 
for details

1825 W. Hwy. 199   Springtown, TX 760821825 W. Hwy. 199   Springtown, TX 760821825 W. Hwy. 199   Springtown, TX 76082

817-220-4506

TACLA014745E RRC#11349

J&E
AIR CONDITIONING
& HEATING

DEVOTIONAL PAGE

Your Ad

Call Jessica for details TODAY 

817-270-3340

817-270-3340
tricountyreporter.com

113 Denver Trail • Azle 
817-444-3249 • Fax 817-444-3275

www.eaglecrestvilla.com

STUDIO - 1 bath , 350 sq. ft.
ONE BEDROOM - 1 bath, 450 sq. ft
TWO BEDROOM - 1 bath, 642 sq. ft.

ADVERTISE 
YOUR BUSINESS 

WITH US
and maximize
your visibility!

Contact us about
advertising solutions.

817-270-3340

817-270-3340
tricountyreporter.com

FOR 
ONE 
YEAR

$$7070
OUT-OF-COUNTY

FOR 
ONE 
YEAR

$$5050
IN-COUNTY

817-270-3340
tricountyreporter.com

FOR 
ONE 
YEAR

$70
OUT-OF-COUNTY

FOR 
ONE 
YEAR

$50
IN-COUNTY

Place your ad 
here today! 

817-270-3340
tricountyreporter.com

Call for a free estimate!

817-304-9974
Bill.Rosser@gmail.com

profixitman.com

Bill Rosser
Painting & Remodeling 

Serving the Azle & Springtown 
area for over 40 years.

Graham
Plumbing Co.

817-220-2469
GrahamPlumbingCo.com

Commercial • Residential

VOTED BEST OF PARKER 
COUNTY 8 TIMES!

Springtown
Azle • Boyd
Weatherford

M#15899

What’s What’s
happeninghappening

in your in your
home town?home town?

Subscribe today to keep up-to-date. 

817-270-3340
tricountyreporter.com

817-270-3340
Call Jessica to reserve this space

Get eyes on
your business!



Ad Classifications

Reach more than 8,000 households with adver-
tising in THE TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

Nobody does it better!

  CLASSIFIED 
AD DEADLINE:  

1:00 PM FRIDAY 

Most ads require payment 
in advance, but we do ac-
cept VISA,  MASTERCARD, 
DISCOVER OR AMERICAN 
EXPRESS by phone.

classified@tricountyreporter.com
817-270-3340 or 817-220-7217

1. .. Air Condition/Heating
2. ........................Antiques
3...................... Appliances
4............Appliance Repair
5.......................Arts/Crafts
6............... Asphalt Paving
7..........................Auctions
8..................Autos, Trucks
9....... Auto Repair Service
10...........Backhoe Service
11. .............. Boats, Motors
12.................Bookkeeping
13....................... Business 

Opportunity
14.......... Campers/Trailers
15.............Carports/Patios
16.........Equipment Repair
17.............. Carpet Service
18 ........................Catering
19................ Cement Work
20.....................Demolition
21..................... Child Care
22..................... Cosmetics
23.....Computers/Services

24..................... Electrician
25................. Equipment & 
                         Tool Rental
26 ................... Excavating
27............... Exterminating
28 .......... Farm Equipment
29 .........................Fencing
30 ...................... Firewood
31 ...............................Free
32 ........................ For Sale
33 .......................Furniture
34....................... Garage & 
                       Estate Sales
35 ....Garden/Mowing Svc
36.......................... Hauling
37.................................Hay
38...............Health/Fitness
39 .................Help Wanted
40 .....Home Improvement
41 ............House Leveling
42............ House Cleaning
43..........................Hunting
44..........Janitorial Service
45................... Job Wanted

46............. Looking to Buy
47................ Lost & Found
48... Maintenance/Repairs
49..... Masonry/Stonework
50... Mobile Home Service
51.................. Motorcycles
52...........................Movers
53.....Musical Instruments
54..............Music Lessons
55...............Miscellaneous
56 Party Planning/Events
57.............. Pets/Livestock
58................Piano Service
59..................Pool Service
60..................Professional 

Services
61........................ Personal
62.......................Plumbing
63.................Public Notice
64................. Photography
65..........................Printing
66..........................Roofing
67...................... Recycling
68..........................Storage

69.................. Sand/Gravel
70..................Septic Tanks
71.......Sewing/Alterations
72...............Sewer Service
73........................TV/Radio
74............. Tractor Service
75.....................Upholstery
76......... Vacuum Cleaners
77...........................Wanted
78...................Well Drilling
79..........................Welding
80.................Lots/Acreage
81.....................Business & 

Commercial Property
82.................RV’s for Rent
83............ Houses for Sale
84................Mobile Homes  

for Rent
85................Mobile Homes  

for Sale
86...... Mobile Home/RV Lots
87.............Rent Furnished
88......... Rent Unfurnished
89 ............ Wanted to Rent

RATES
16 Words or Less:

Only $10.00 per week!

Over 16 words, add 20 cents per word

Extras such as Bold, Center & Border 
are available for a small fee

Classified boxed display ads also 
available for $9.00 per column inch

(All ads must be paid in advance unless 
you have previously established credit)

 006          Asphalt Paving

 019            Cement Work

Allen Chesney Concrete
All Types of Concrete Work

Residential - Commercial
Foundations, driveways, 
sand, gravel, demolition, 
haul-off, retaining walls

817-271-4541

Concrete Services, Patios, 
Driveways, Sidewalks, Retaining 
Walls, Foundations, Stone Walls. 
Free Estimates. 817-371-8597.

 020                 Demolition

 024                 Electrician

BULLDAWG ELECTRIC CO. 
All types of electrical services 
and MH hook-ups. 
Free Estimates. 817-675-4921
www.bulldawgelectric.com. 
TECL#25253.

 026                 Excavating

SKID STEER WORK
Land clearing, shop pad, gravel 
driveways, demolition, post hole 
drilling. 817-657-4645.

 039              Help Wanted
Springtown ISD is accepting 
applications for Bus Drivers and 
Monitors. Training available. 
Contact the Transportation Dept. 
817-220-1418.

MAINSTREAM group homes are 
hiring for FT/PT direct care staff.  
Weekday 3:30pm-8:30am shifts 
as well as 24-hour weekend 
shifts.  Work 2 days a week, get 
paid to sleep, and have a full-
time job!  Paid training, benefits, 
bonuses, and OT opportunities.  
Start $9.00/hr with quick 
advancement possible. Call 
817-270-2747, Monday-Friday, 
9am-3pm.

SILVER DOLLAR CUSTOMS
HELP WANTED 
2 Mechanics needed and 2 
Body Technicians Experience 
a must and tools a plus! 
Mechanics We work on all types 
of vehicles; we specialize in 
classics. From full restorations, 
modifications, rebuilds and 
upgrades, maintenance, and 
repairs but not limited to. Hours: 
Monday - Friday 8:00am to 
5:00pm Occasional Saturday 
Body Shop Technicians Metal 
work, fabrications, welding, 
body working, sanding, grinding, 
and sand blasting. Hours: 
Monday - Friday 6:00am to 
2:30pm Occasional Saturday Pay 
Negotiable Contact: Elizabeth @ 
817-752-2165 or Come by: 408 
Commerce St Azle, Tx 76020

Caregivers/Homemakers wanted 
for an Elderly Care for Tarrant 
County. Duties included: Meal 
preparation, Companionship, 
Light Housekeeping (ADL’s). 
Must have insured dependable 
vehicle. Call 817-731-4444.

 029                      Fencing
BOBBY’S FENCE. All types, 
Free Estimates, Over 26 years 
experience. 817-444-3213.

KILEY CHESNEY
CONSTRUCTION

All Types Fences - Tractor Work
817-846-6645

 032                      For Sale

 034  Garage & Estate Sales

Large Family Garage/Yard Sale 
1099 Munn Rd Springtown TX. 
Friday 22nd 7:30-6pm Saturday 
23rd 7:30-2pm

Huge Yard Sale 
Sat -Sun 9-4, 1412 Sheri Ln 
North , furniture appliances 
clothes & more everything must 
go!                       

 035  Garden/Mowing Service

COWBOY LAWN CARE. 
Handyman services, residential, 
farm, , landscaping, tree 
trimming. Free Estimates. 817-
271-0450. Spring Specials.

CLASSIFIEDS
6B   tricountyreporter.com  The Tri-County Reporter     Thursday, March 21, 2024  

BYRUM CONSTRUCTION
Asphalt and Concrete Paving

Driveways • Parking Lots
Asphalt Repairs & Sealcoating

Asphalt Millings • Gravel

Bruce Byrum, Azle, TX 817-690-2429

Rainwater’s 
The Transmission Shop

We do our own transmission rebuilding here 
in house, ASE Certified Rebuilder, saving 

you money. Most others don’t! Others buy 
from suppliers and auto part stores.

682-615-7250 • 817-766-3852

Kiley Chesney Construction
Dirt & Concrete Work

Kiley Chesney, Owner
Springtown, TX • Mobile 817-846-6645

Driveways • House Slabs • Garages • Add-ons 
Small Land Clean-ups • Gravel Driveways

MCNEELY’S 
DEMOLITION & 

CLEAN UP SERVICE
We Create Vacancy

FREE ESTIMATES
817-996-7887

253 Eagles Way, Springtown

•Tear Down 
•Removal 
•Haul Off 
•Mobile
    Homes
•Garages

•Barns 
•Houses
•Bobcat 
    Service
•Dirt/Gravel
    Spreading

REED EXCAVATING
• SITE PREPARATION • GRAVEL ROADS
• LOT CLEARING • PARKING LOTS
• LEVELING • DEMOLITION
• FINAL GRADE • STOCK TANKS
• LAND EROSION

Dump Truck Hauling   817-919-3696

LEON’S TREE SERVICE
Expert take downs 

Stump Grinding
Residential/Commerical

Licensed & Insured • Free Estimates 
817-371-8597

Chad’s Tree Service
Trimming • Removals • Stump Grinding

Systemic Feeding • Brush Chipping • Cable Bracing

817-221-2201 • 817-246-5943 
817-800-6059 CELL

Insured for your protection
FREE

ESTIMATES

STUMP GRINDING
Don’t dig it! Grind it!
1 or 100 - We can do it.
$85 minimum within 5 mi.

817-237-5592

Lawn Care by Rubio
Tree Trimming

Other Lawn Care
Call for FREE ESTIMATE

682-262-4905

DORADO 
TRANSPORT LLC

AZLE, TEXAS

We Haul: Auto, Power Sports, 
Equipment and Freight

817-789-2519
DoradoTransportLLC@Yahoo.com

Split shift: Wed-Sun. Benefits 
include: $500 sign on bonus, 
Health, Dental, Life and Vision 

Insurance, PTO and 401k.
Apply in person 

113 Denver Trail, Azle.

NOW HIRING
FULL TIME COOK

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE
All real estate advertising 

in this newspaper is subject 
to the Fair Housing Act 
which makes it illegal to ad-
vertise “any preference, lim-
itation or discrimination 
based on race, color, reli-
gion, sex, handicap, familial 
status or national origin, or 
an intention, to make any 
such preference, limitation 
or discrimination.” Famil-
ial status includes children 
under the age of 18 living 
with parents or legal custo-
dians, pregnant women and 
people securing custody of 
children under 18.

This newspaper will not 
knowingly accept any ad-
vertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the 
law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings 
advertised in this news-
paper are available on an 
equal opportunity basis. To 
complain of discrimination 
call HUD tollfree at 1-800-
669-9777. The toll-free 
telephone number for the 
hearing impaired is 1-800-
927-9275.

009                                             Auto Repair Service

2022 Honda ATV Rancher 
4x4 420cc paid $9,000, 
asking $6,000. 42.4 hours, 
545 miles. 810-735-1680

PLACE AN AD IN 
THE CLASSIFIEDS 

TODAY!
817-270-3340

035                                                        Garden/Mowing Service

036                                                              Hauling
Raise some 
extra money 
through the 
Classifi eds. 

Have a 
Yard Sale. 

16 words for 
only $10 

� e Tri-County Reporter

817-270-3340  
Your hometown Paper!

Name __________________________________________________________ ___

Address____________________________________________________________

City_____________________________State ________Zip __________________

County_________________________ Daytime ph._________________________

Email_____________________________________________________________

Circle your paper choice and clip and mail with check to: 

321 W. Main Street • Azle, Texas 76020

All print 
Subscriptions 
include online

 $50.00 
IN-COUNTY 
Tarrant, Parker & 
Wise only 

 $70.00
OUT-OF-COUNTY
Within Texas

 $40.00
ONLINE ONLY

Did you hear? Everyone’s 
subscribing to the hometown paper!

SUBSCRIPTION SPECIAL
13 Months for the Price of 12

Support your 
local paper

Need a Vacation? Raise some extra cash in the classi� eds!
16 words for only $10. � e beach is calling...

Call the
Tri-County  

Reporter
817-270-3340



Classifieds817-270-3340 Deadline:
1:00 PM FRIDAY

 046          Looking to Buy

Looking to buy 10-100 acres 
of land with hay field near Azle, 
Springtown, Cottondale, Briar or 
Boyd. Paying cash. Email gpfw@
outlook.com, Text 817-691-0073

 047             Lost & Found

$500 REWARD IF FOUND, NO 
QUESTIONS ASKED.
The dog found in Hudson Oaks 
and taken to the Weatherford 
shelter was not Charlie. ??
Please still keep your eyes open 
for our boy! Lost near Knob Hill 
and Ladybird Ln on March 13th 
around 7 AM.
Charlie is microchipped. please 
contact 817-889-3339

 049 Masonry/Stonework

 052                       Movers

U.S. Army Retired-but not tired! 
Careful moving-Cheap.
Call Big Jim @ 817-237-5151.

 057          Pets/Livestock

Will pay top dollar for grazing 
and hay leases. Call 940-389-
1936.

 062                   Plumbing

 066                      Roofing

 068                      Storage

INNERSPACE STORAGE. Hwy 
199, Springtown. Now renting all 
unit sizes, 24-hour access. 682-
842-1414.

 069               Sand/Gravel

 079                     Welding

 081 Business/Commercial
40x50 building For Rent, 
3 miles west of Springtown. 
817-713-7495.

For Lease: 
Hwy 199 frontage, near 

hospital, 2000 Sq Ft $1500/mo. 
817-220-2021 

Bryant Real Estate.

 082             RV’s for Rent

Nice 1BR RV in adult RV park. 
Great for older person on limited 
income. Starts at $650/mo. All 
Bills Paid. Heritage RV Park 817-
444-3760.

 084 Mobile Homes for Rent

Pelican Bay: 
1800 E. Pelican Oval
2-1 $845 MO. $600 DEP.
Owner/Broker
817-988-9954 genejr.com

1536 SWAN CT.
2-2 $995.MO. $800 DEP.
Gene Thompson & Associates
817-246-4646 gtatx.com

 085 Mobile Homes for Sale
Pelican Bay: 

1513 Sheri Lane S.
Mobile Home with lot Needs 

Work
3-2 1986, 16X76 Sunrizon 65K
Gene Thompson & Associates

817-246-4646 

 086 Mobile Home/RV Lots

3 RV Lots for rent $475/mo $200/
dep. All bIlls payed. Briar area 
817-996-0530.

 088      Rent Unfurnished

3/2/2 on 5 acres in Aurora area   
approx. 1882 SF   $2,000/mo 
plus deposit.  Call for application/
appointment to 817-430-0339.

3-2 Duplex, quiet location, nice & 
clean, newly refurbished, no pets. 
$1500.00/mo. 817-444-3636.

1516 CORAL CUT OFF
2-1-1 $1,145.MO. $800 DEP.
Gene Thompson & Associates
817-246-4646 gtatx.com

 040 Home Improvement

BILL ROSSER PAINTING & 
REMODELING. Big Savings: 
$100 off any job of $1,000 
or more. Painting, Carpentry, 
Porch Covers, Decks. FREE 
ESTIMATES. Call 817-304-9974; 
866-374-3559.

BOBBY MCWILLIAMS
PAINTING 817-821-6377.
Interior/Exterior Painting
Residential & New Homes.
50 years experience.

The Tri-County Reporter    Thursday, March 21, 2024 tricountyreporter.com  7B 

All Types Stone & Brick Work
New Construction • Remodels

Free 
Estimates

817-308-6512
email alvarogsilva@verizon.net

commercial • residential

Azle, TX

Landscape Designs, Outdoor Kitchens 
Patios, Retaining Walls, Mailboxes

,L.L.C.

concrete

LANDERS
Plumbing Co.
940-233-2862

M-10078

ROOFING & Metal 
BuIldINGs

817-304-4224
Tired of always 

replacing your roof?

We’ll be here 
after the storm.

Call us for a 
metal roof quote.

817-523-4137

Commercial & 
Residential

• Roofing
• Metal Roofing
• Carports
• Metal Buildings
• All General 
     Contracting

He r e  B e f o r e  T h e  S t o rm ,  H e r e  L o n g  A f t e r .

417 N. MaiN St • SpriNgtowN

Miles Roofing
• Insurance Claim 
     Specialists;
• Free Estimates
817-797-3420

Quality
Family Business

Since 1938

(817) 221-2681

CALL
Cliff Hall

We go the extra mile to ensure 
you get more for your $. 

On House Pads, Driveways, 
Lot Clearing & Tractor Work, Etc.

Cozart

Our Business is Metal Buildings
- And We’re Good!

DESIGN    FABRICATION    ERECTION

METAL 
BUILDING SYSTEMS

Fabrication and erection of quality 
metal buildings at reasonable prices, 

any size - any design

Office 817-237-2282
Fax 817-237-0904

Mark Cozart
817-233-6668

Jeremy Cozart
817-237-2028

Metal Building
Specialist

• Weld Ups/ Bolt Ups
• Pipe Fencing
• Concrete
• Horse Barns
• All Types Fencing
• Metal Roofs

NO JOB TOO SMALL
Compare Pricing

R & E Construction

owner Rodney Vick 
817-220-3044 

fax 817-523-7639   
cell 817-253-1614       

Metal Building Erectors
• Pre-enginered  Weld-up 

• Barns/Shops 
• Arenas/Hangars

• Fencing

1220 E. Hwy. 199 • Springtown

WELD-DONE CONSTRUCTION LTD.

817-220-2150
www.weld-done.net

• Metal Buildings
• Steel Components
• Welding Supplies
• Concrete Supplies

• Fabrication Supplies
• Pipe Fencing
• Deer Blinds
• Deer Feeders

8894 W Hwy 199 • Springtown
817-220-0008 
www.SolidSS.com

Open to 
the Public

SOLID STEEL SOLUTIONS

1300 VILLAGE GARDEN
AZLE, TX

817-444-6532
800-735-2988

Equal Housing opportunity

    • Are now taking applications on a first come first serve basis.
    • Will have rental assistance available for eligible households.

Call or come

by now!

Eagle Lake Garden
APARTMENTS

AZLE OAKS
APARTMENT
700 JARVIS • AZLE

817-444-1712
1 & 2 Bedroom 

Unfurnished
Accepting Applications

Rent based on income
TDD: 

800-735-2989
This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

GENE THOMPSON 
& ASSOCIATES

HOMES and MOBILE HOMES 
FOR RENT
gtatx.com

817-246-4646

Azle Creek 
Apartments

W. Main St. • Azle

1-2 Bedrooms 
$750/mo. & up

817-598-0663
aaapropertiesonline.com

FIND US ON FACEBOOK!

Devin’s Handyman Service
• Carpentry
• Cement
• Rock
• Granite
• Tile
• Painting
• Siding

Call Devin at 817-629-9608

SPRING 
SPECIAL
20% OFF 

with 
this ad!

• Insulation
• Kitchen/
     Bath
• Roof & 
    Gutters
• Powerwashing
• Decks

Kevin’s
Handyman

Services

• Carpentry
• Drywall & Painting
• Tile & Laminate Floors
• Doors & Windows
• Decks & Stairs
• Cabinets & Countertops
• No Job Too Small

Springtown and 
Surrounding Areas

40 Years 
Experience

231-445-1221

Looking to buy a 
home, 1200-2000 

square ft., 3-2, pre-
owned, garage, .75+ 
acre lot, Springtown 

area. Will consid-
er houses needing 
repair, remodel, or 

vacant building site.
Text 817-996-6351

HANDYMAN NEAR ME
We Get That 

Honey-Do List 
Done For You

Call For Details
817-612-3464

$75
PER HOUR

(labor only on most jobs)

Apply in person at: 
605 N. Business 287, Ste 102, Decatur, Texas  or call  

Human Resources  
940-627-6362 | hr.info@klementford.com 

Jodi Pettis, Executive Director
All full-time positions offer growth 

opportunities & a full benefits package including  
Medical, Dental, Vision, Life, 401(k) & more.   

EEOC

Karl Klement Properties, Inc.

Klement Distribution, Inc.
(Hershey Ice Cream Distributor)

No Positions Available at This Time

No Positions Available at This Time

Service Technician
Seeking to hire ALL levels of Automotive Service 

Technicians to join our team! Compensation based on 
experience and certifications. Must have a valid TXDL, be 

dependable and responsible with a good work ethic.
To apply, please send resume via Indeed ad or come by our 

office located at
605 N. Business 287, Suite 102 in Decatur.

Full-Time, Monday-Friday

Sales Associate
If you are looking for an exciting and rewarding career; join 

our team as an Automotive Sales Associate.
Previous auto sales experience preferred; however, 
exceptional, and in-depth training, of vehicles and 

technology are offered to candidates that demonstrate a 
commitment to providing exceptional customer service.

In addition to paid training and opportunities for growth, 
we offer a competitive compensation & benefits package.

Office Assistant
The ideal candidate will have excellent customer service 

skills, a friendly and professional demeanor, and the 
ability to multitask in a fast-paced environment. We are 
looking for someone who is organized, detail-oriented, 

and capable of managing multiple tasks at once.

039                                                                                                                                         Help Wanted

Rescue your Ballerina from 
the Shelter and give her a 

Furever Home PLACE AN AD IN 
THE CLASSIFIEDS 

TODAY!
817-270-3340

Advertising 
Works!

Need to sell your ATV? 
Call today and ask about our 
($29.95) 3-MONTH SPECIAL!

The Tri-County Reporter
817-220-7217

079                                                             Welding

Advertising Works!

088   Rent Unfurnished

Support Your 
Local 

Businesses
Shop Locally!

IN THE CLASSIFIEDS

817-270-3340
The Tri-County Reporter



Classifieds817-270-3340 Deadline:  
1:00 PM FRIDAY

8B    tricountyreporter.com  The Tri-County Reporter     Thursday, March 21, 2024  

TexSCAN Week of 
Mar. 17-23, 2024

ACREAGE
AFFORDABLE OWNER FINANCED LAND. We 
have some of the best in Texas. Hill Country, South 
Texas, West Texas. 800-876-9720, texasranchland.com.

AUCTIONS
Two Operating Assisted Living Facilities. Bid dead-
line Apr. 30. High upside potential. 2601 Tandy Ave. 
Fort Worth, TX – Turnkey & licensed for 160 beds. 
4607 E. California Pkwy. Forest Hill, TX – Fully staffed 
with licensed capacity of 80 beds. 855-755-2300, 
HilcoRealEstateSales.com.

New Custom Home on 1.5± Ac, Gilmer, TX, March 
28. Selling at or above $450k. TargetAuction.com, 
800-476-3939.

CHARITY
Donate your car, truck, boat, RV and more to support 
our veterans! Schedule a FAST, FREE vehicle pickup 
and receive a top tax deduction! Call Veteran Car 
Donations at 1-855-808-4152 today!

ENERGY
Prepare for power outages today with a Generac 
Home Standby Generator. Act now to receive a FREE 
5-Year warranty with qualifying purchase. Call 1-855-
704-8579 today to schedule a free quote. It’s not just a 
generator. It’s a power move.

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a new, custom bath 
or shower in as little as one day. For a limited time, 
we’re cutting installation costs in half and offering a 
FREE safety upgrade! (Additional terms apply. Subject 
to change and vary by dealer. Offer ends 3/31/24. Call 
855-965-0841.

LEGAL ASSISTANCE
Wesley Financial Group, LLC – Timeshare 
Cancellation Experts. Over $50,000,000 in timeshare 
debt and fees cancelled in 2019. Get free informational  
package and learn how to get rid of your timeshare! 
Free consultations. Over 450 positive reviews. Call 
855-501-6864.

OIL & GAS RIGHTS
We buy oil, gas & mineral rights. Both non-producing 
and producing including Non-Participating Royalty 
Interest (NPRI). Provide us your desired price for an 
offer evaluation. Call today: 806-620-1422. Lobo 
Minerals, LLC, PO Box 1800, Lubbock, TX 79408-
1800, LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com.

VACATIONS
Alaska, Europe, Hawaii plus dozens of other popular 
trips! Starting at $1649 per person (double occupancy 
req�d.) YMT Vacations plans everything, leaving 
you to relax and enjoy. Call 1-888-848-0599 for more 
details. Use promo code YMT2024 for $250 off. 
Limited time only.

WATER DAMAGE
WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP & RESTORATION:  
A small amount of water can lead to major damage and 
mold growth in your home. Our trusted professionals 
do complete repairs to protect your family and your 
home’s value! Call 24/7: 1-877-727-3027.

   WANTED
Need Extra Cash – I Buy RVs & Mobile Homes 
–Travel Trailers, 5th Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper 
Pulls. In Any Area, Any Condition – Old/New, Dirty 
or Clean! I PAY CA$H. No Title – No Problem, we 
can apply for one. We go anywhere in Texas. ANR 
Enterprises, 956-466-7001.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
221 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

1 2 3 4

5

6

7

8 10 11 12 13 14 15 16

17 1918

24 25 26 27

Copyright 2024 by Orbison Bros.

TEXAS
CROSSWORD

by Charley & Guy Orbison

20

28

36

42

45

48

50

51

52

53

ACROSS

DOWN

  1  Nicholas of film
      “Mom and Dad” with
      TX Anne Winters
  5  spoken, not written
  6  Lucy had title role
      in this 1974 film
  7  poetic “appearance”
  8  mustang or bronco
      (2 wds.)
17  TX Laura Bush, 
      ___ Welch
18  boll weevil once
      caused this to Texas 
      cotton (2 wds.)  
21  DL or SSN, e.g.
22  “don’t ____ your 
      feet” (get it done)
23  newspaper VIP
24  horrified
29  TX ZZ Top album:
      “____ Hombres”
30  TX Lupe Ontiveros
      had a part in “As
      Good __  __ Gets”
31  Texas-based film:
      “Hell __ High Water”
32  most areas of Texas
      have a ______ 
      ____ library
34  “____ facto” (by 
      that very fact)
35  2012 film starring TX
      Amy Acker: “Much
      ___ About Nothing”
36  where Jimmy and
      Jerry went to college
37  largest continent
38  boot smell?
39  a tied game: “____ 
      _______ your sister”
41  wrestlng matches
      ‘tween two schools
42  ___ Boston, TX

  1  with “The,” news-
      paper covering
      East Parker
      County  (2 wds.)
  2  TXism: “mad as _
      ______-on rooster”
  3  reproductive cell
      in an organism
  4  TX Buddy’s widow:
      Maria ____ Holly
  9  this TX Lisa was
      a host of “Good
      Morning America”
10  historical periods
11  TXism: “that ___
      won’t hunt” (differ)
12  U.S. operations of
      this printer co. are
      based in Houston

43  the cowboy _____
      against the hitchin’ post
44  TX Hyer film: “The
      Sons of _____ Elder”
45  biblical donkey
46  TXism: “___ a spell”
      (stay and visit)
47  apple drink
48  resided in a certain
      place
50  TXism: “fits like ugly
      __  __ ape”

51  Texas
      “Tarzan,” Ely
52  good treatment 
      by nurses (abbr.)
53  food for horses

13  Ector County seat
14  Texas-based Tandy’s
      20th century retailer:
      “_____ Shack”
15  Scottish for stain,
      tarnish
16  TXism: “table graze”
19  TXism: “___  ___
      boy” (trustworthy)
20  mistakes by Astros
      or Rangers
22  TWU has a collec-
      tion of these that
      were worn by Texas
      first ladies
24  Texas summer 
      necessity (abbr.)
25  “__  _ long way”
      (travel a distance)

26  throw
27  rare cattle breed  
28  TXism: “pull up
      ______” (relocate)
29  96-mile path: “Lone
      Star Hiking _____”
30  TXism: “I bought
      _  ___ in a poke”
33  he wrote the nat’l
      anthem (init.)  

34  TXism: “ain’t”
35  Texas oil well fire-
      fighter, “Red”
37  TXism: “___  ____
      two-bits” (crummy)
38  made public what
      was secret
40  “you ____ a mouth-
      ful” (good point)
41  Florida’s “hanging
      chad” county
44  pottery oven
47  noted espionage
      novelist, Tom
49  WWII atomic
      bomber, “_____
      Gay”
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Gateway Apartments
313 Gateway · Azle · 817-444-0882

TDD 800-760-1997

This institution is an equal 
opportunity provider 

and employer

Energy Efficient · Central Heat/Air 
Off Street Parking · Water Paid 

Fully Equipped Laundry
ONE & TWO BEDROOMS

Rent Based On Income
For Qualified Applicants
62 years of age or older, handicap/disabled, regardless of age

088                                              Rent Unfurnished

Need a way to make 
extra money? 
Advertise in 

the classifieds!
Call us today 

for more information
The Tri-County Reporter

817-270-3340

16 words 
or less is 
only $10.

Need to sell your ATV?
Call today and ask 
about our $29.95 

3-MONTH SPECIAL!
� e Tri-County Reporter

817-270-3340

Rescue your Ballerina 
from the local Shelter 

and give her a 
Furever Home

Shelter animals have 
lots of unconditional love 

to share with their 
new best friends.

Feel the Love - Adopt

Name ____________________________________________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________________________________

City_____________________________State ________Zip _________________________________________  

County_____________________ Daytime ph. ______________________________________________

Email_______________________________________________________________________________

 $70.00 
OUT-OF-COUNTY
Texas and elsewhere   

 $80.00
OUT-OF-STATE

 $50.00 
IN-COUNTY 
Tarrant, Parker & 
Wise only 

Check one:

 $40.00
ONLINE ONLY
Anywhere in the world

1 Year Subscription13 MONTHS FOR THE PRICE OF 12

Clip and mail with check to: 
321 W. Main Street • Azle, Texas 76020

Or for online subscription, visit our website: 
tricountyreporter.com

Enjoy a Texas day with 
your Hometown Newspaper!



THE SPRINGTOWN AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE ANNUAL AWARDS GALA

Springtown Chamber 
honors former director, 
city’s ‘cheerleader’
MADELYN EDWARDS
springtownreporter@tricountyreporter.com 

Former Springtown Area 
Chamber of Commerce 
Executive Director Amy 
Walker got her flowers at 
the chamber’s “Run for the 

Roses” Annual Awards Gala. 
Walker stepped down from 

her position in September 
to spend more time with her 
husband and grandchildren. 

“I just felt like it was time 
to focus on the family,” she 
said in a previous Tri-County 

Reporter article. 
Walker has lived in 

Springtown for more than 
30 years. She loved the com-
munity so much she decid-
ed to get involved through 

JIM STEVENS | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

Dr. Robert Moss presented former Springtown Area Chamber of Commerce Executive Director Amy 
Walker with a plaque in honor of her service at the chamber’s March 1 Annual Awards Gala. 

JIM STEVENS | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

The Springtown Area Chamber of Commerce’s former and current directors, Amy Walker, left, and Terri 
Toone take a photo together at the “Run for the Roses” Awards Gala.

PLEASE SEE CHEER | C4

JIM STEVENS | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

Winner of the hat contest Jill Sebik
JIM STEVENS | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

Attendees at the gala played the horse racing game

Gala attendees enjoyed an evening of Kentucky Derby-themed activities

THURSDAY  March 21, 2024
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2597 W. Hwy 199, Springtown 
817-668-6363

Open Mon.-Fri. 8:30 am - 5 pm Sat. 9 am - 2 pm

www.springtownfloors.com • SpringtownFloors@yahoo.com

Wood • Tile • Vinyl Plank • Carpet • Shower

SALES & INSTALLATION
Honesty & Quality Are Our Best Reference! 

Family Owned & Operated 
12 Months No Interest Financing Available W.A.C.

JIM STEVENS | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

Springtown Area Chamber of Commerce administrative assistant Dene Berry and Executive Director 
Terri Toone presented outgoing President Jennifer Conway, middle, with a plaque in honor of her service 
at the March 1 Annual Awards Gala. Conway has served as president since 2021 and has been on the 
board since 2014. Conway expressed gratitude for the board of directors and the chamber’s former and 
current staff members. “Overall, I’m thankful for this amazing opportunity that I was given to serve as 
president of the board of directors of the Springtown Chamber of Commerce,” she said. “It has been an 
honor and a privilege to serve my community in this capacity.”

Jennifer Conway appreciated for 
service as chamber president

JIM STEVENS | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

Outgoing Springtown Area Chamber of Commerce President Jennifer Conway embraces Chamber 
Executive Director Terri Toone. Toone recognized Conway’s service at the chamber’s March 1 Annual 
Awards Gala. “Personally, I would like to express my gratitude for your continuous support and source 
of encouragement from day one,” Toone said to Conway at the gala. “Today, we honor her for her 
outstanding service. To celebrate her contributions, it is my pleasure to present this award as a token of 
our appreciation. Please join me in applauding Jennifer for her exceptional leadership, dedication and 
the positive impact she has had on our Chamber of Commerce.” 

237 W. Main St. • Azle • 817-444-2170

Hours:  Mon. 9 am - 12 pm & 2 pm -  6 pm 
Tues. 9 am - 12 pm & 2 pm - 5 pm 
Wed. 9 am - 12 pm & 2 pm - 7 pm 

Thurs. 9 am - 12 pm & 2 pm - 6 pm • Fri. 8 am - 1 pm

www.bracechiropractic.com

CHIROPRACTIC
& WELLNESS CENTER, L.L.C.

BRACE
Dr. Matt 

Mishio, D.C.

Accepting All Major Insurance & 
Medicare In Network with

Blue Cross/Blue Shield PHCS, 
Aetna and United Healthcare

Chiropractic Care Can Treat:
Headaches • Pediatrics • Personal Injury • Asthma • Common Cold • Backaches

Dr. Jessica Brace, 
D.C., C.C.S.P.

Dr. Matt 
Mishio and 

Dr. Jessica Brace

Did you know? Massage Therapy may be 
covered by your Insurance. Call for Details.
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Well wishes to the Springtown Area Chamber of Commerce!

The Corn Fed Club wins 
Business of the Year
MADELYN EDWARDS
springtownreporter@tricountyreporter.com 

With the help of several 
staffers, The Corn Fed Club 
restaurant owners Trent 
and Jennifer Shaw served up 
plates of fried chicken, black-
eyed peas and cornbread to 
attendees of the Springtown 
Area Chamber of Commerce 
Annual Awards Gala. 

Then, chamber leaders 
invited them to come out of 
the kitchen and up to the po-
dium to accept the award for 
Business of the Year. 

Prior to moving to 
Springtown in 2016, Trent 
and Jennifer Shaw had built 
careers unrelated to owning a 
catering service and eventu-
ally, a restaurant. Trent’s con-
nection with food stems from 
helping his dad in their fam-
ily donut shop in the Midwest 
and being a self-taught home 
cook experimenting with dif-
ferent recipes, according to 
Corn Fed Catering’s website. 

“He’s always been the chef 
for our family gatherings, 
and the running joke in the 
family has been, ‘This is the 
best thing I’ve ever eaten. 
When are you going to put 
it on your menu?’” Jennifer 
Shaw said of her husband. 
“He was always like, ‘You 
know, maybe this is some-
thing that I’d be really good 
at.’”

Years after moving to 

Springtown, the Shaws 
left their careers to start 
Corn Fed Catering. Then in 
September, they opened The 
Corn Fed Club restaurant on 
the Springtown Square. 

“On Sept. 7, 2023, The Corn 
Fed Club held its grand open-
ing, is performing well and 
continues to bring in new cus-
tomers from near and far ev-
ery week. Trent and Jennifer 
continue to learn from their 
experiences and would love 
to see the square fully revital-
ized in the near future,” the 
gala’s master of ceremonies 
Brooklynn Hatton said at the 
event. “They never imagined 
they would be starting new 
career paths at this time in 
their lives, but they are sure 
glad they did. And can I tell 
you, on account of everybody 
in the room, that we are sure 
glad that you did.”

Trent Shaw said receiving 
Business of the Year was an 
unexpected honor, especially 
because of how new The Corn 
Fed Club is. Shaw appreciates 
Springtown’s support. 

“It’s a good feeling to know 
that the community feels that 
way about us,” he said. 

Getting that kind of rec-
ognition is validation of 
the hard work the Shaws 
put into opening a restau-
rant, Jennifer Shaw said. The 
Shaws have been preparing to 
open The Corn Fed Club for 
two years prior to September 

2023. They spent a year reno-
vating the kitchen and then 
another year getting the front 
of the house ready.

“One thing we knew com-
ing into it is Springtown 
didn’t have a really nice date 
night place, and that’s right 

up (Trent’s) alley,” she said. 
“We’re just glad that our in-
tuition paid off. It’s always 
scary jumping in and not 
knowing what’s going to hap-
pen and if the community 
is going to accept it, and so 
we’re very thankful.”

When the Shaws accepted 
their award at the gala, they 
brought their staff to the 
podium as well and includ-
ed them in the celebratory 
photo. Trent Shaw said his 
employees are important to 
the restaurant’s success.

“If they’re gone, then 
it doesn’t work,” he said. 
“That’s why I wanted to make 
sure that they were a part of 
everything and get recog-
nized just as much because 
we can’t do anything without 
our team.” 

JIM STEVENS | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

The Corn Fed Club restaurant owners Trent and Jennifer Shaw take a picture with their staff to commemorate the restaurant’s Business of 
the Year award at the Springtown Area Chamber of Commerce’s March 1 Annual Awards Gala.

BUSINESS OF THE YEAR

The Corn Fed Club

Show your review to the 
front desk to redeem your 
offer, don’t miss out! Call 

or text 817-220-MOSS 
(6677) with any questions 

LUCKY YOU
Moss Rehabilita

tion Center’s

Laser Sale!

PRICING OPTIONS:
• 6 VISITS: $299
$239.20
Plus 1 EXTRA VISIT

• 12 VISITS: $499

$399.20
Plus 1 EXTRA VISIT

DURING THE MONTH OF MARCH ONLY, 
LEAVE US A REVIEW ON GOOGLE AND 

GET 20% OFF OUR LASER THERAPY 
PACKAGES, PLUS ONE ADDITIONAL VISIT

HHHHHHHHHH

HHHHHHHHHH
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Congratulations to the winners and nominees of the Chamber Awards! 
Proud member of the Springtown Area Chamber of Commerce

All Insurance Accepted 
Mon thru Fri 8:00 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. • Closed Sat & Sun

817-221-3900 • 2309 Hwy. 199 E. Springtown

133 E. 1st St.• Springtown

817-220-5570

Hours Mon-Fri 10-6 • Sat 10-2 • Sun Closed

Stop at Highland Furniture for all your furniture needs. 
Don’t see what you want? We can get it just ask! 

FREE LAY-A-WAY 
FINANCING AVAILABLE

HOPWOOD’S
Tax Service & More

109 E. 1st Street, Springtown

817-220-7200

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED
Donna Hopwood, EA, & Debi Matthews, AFSP
Call for Current Hours • After hours available by appointment

• All Type of Income Taxes
•  Small Business Bookkeeping
• W2’s & 1099 Preparation
• Quarterly Taxes
• Notary 
•  19 years in Springtown

NEW 
FILING 

DEADLINE 
APRIL 

15, 2024

CLEANERS 

and LAUNDRY

• Dry Cleaning
•  Laundry
•  Alterations
•  Draperies
•  Comforters
•  Bridal Gowns
•   Leather & Boot Repair
•   Wash & Fold

TEACHER DISCOUNT 

20% DRY CLEANING WITH ID CARD

489 Hwy 199 West •  817-220-2499
Brookshire Shopping Center, Springtown 

Mon - Fri 5 am - 7 pm • Sat 8 am - 2 pm

CHAMBER MEMBER OF THE YEAR

Brookshire’s Grocery

Brookshire’s Grocery: serving 
Springtown for 20+ years
Store director 
accepts award 
on business’ 
behalf

since 2010.
Richardson accepted the 

award alongside loved ones 

and beloved colleagues. 
“It’s an honor and a privi-

lege to serve the city of 

JIM STEVENS | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

Brookshire’s Grocery store director Wes Richardson and family.

Springtown for the last 20-
plus years for Brookshire’s 
and an honor for me to 

serve the last five years,” 
Richardson said. “I love it. 
We’re a family atmosphere. 

We’re a family-owned com-
pany. It’s awesome having us 
all there together.”

ZACH FREEMAN 
azlereporter@tricountyreporter.com

SPRINGTOWN —Store 
director Wes Richardson ac-
cepted the Chamber Member 
of the Year Award on behalf 
of Brookshire’s Grocery. 
Brookshire’s is a 95-year-
old family-owned busi-
ness based out of Tyler. The 
company currently operates 
more than 200 stores in four 
states — Texas, Louisiana, 
Arkansas and Oklahoma — 
with four distribution centers 
and two corporate offices. 
Brookshire’s has served the 
Springtown community since 
2002.

Since 2018, the Springtown 
team has been led by 
Richardson, a 23-year em-
ployee-partner, who has 
served in several roles in 
stores across Texas, includ-
ing cashier, grocery man-
ager, produce manager and 
assistant store manager, and 
has served as a store director 

the PTA, the school board 
and of course, the chamber 
of commerce. She was also 
the Springtown Economic 
Development Corporation di-
rector and helped negotiate a 

CHEER
FROM PAGE C1

land deal that allowed for fu-
ture growth, according to Dr. 
Robert Moss’ speech honor-
ing Walker at the gala. Walker 
has also won awards such 
as the chamber’s Woman 
of the Year and the Texas 
Education Agency’s “Heroes 
for Children.” 

Being the chamber direc-
tor allowed Walker to interact 

with and advocate for local 
businesses. Moss described 
her as being a “cheerleader” 
for not only the chamber but 
for the city as a whole.

“Just saying ‘thank you’ 
and ‘we’re so grateful for you’ 
is not enough,” Moss said. 
“But, at this point, we have to 
just say that we love you so 
much, and we’re so thankful 

for all the time and effort that 
you put into the chamber, to 
the city.”

Walker wasn’t expecting to 
be honored at the gala and 
said the gesture was sweet, 
especially because Moss was 
the one to present her with a 
plaque. 

“Dr. Moss is just one of 
my most dearest, precious 

friends, so it was pretty spe-
cial,” Walker said. 

Walker’s plaque was en-
graved with the image of a 
high-heeled shoe, which is 
representative of her style. 
But when the gala ended, 
Walker was carrying around 
a more comfortable pair of 
shoes to change into while 
she helped clean up after the 

party. The option to not vol-
unteer in the wake of having 
left the chamber’s staff and 
getting an award didn’t seem 
to occur to her. 

“I got to get my flip-flops 
on and help,” Walker said 
with a laugh. 

Agency, Inc.

Katie Thomas Escrow Officer/Branch Manager

224 W. Main St. • 817-270-0948 • Fax 817-270-0543
Email: kthomas@fntazle.com

Attorneys: Rector and Eargle, P.C.

Congratulations Springtown Area Chamber of  Commerce on another great year!

TriCountyReporter.comTriCountyReporter.com

FOR 
ONE 
YEAR

$$4040
ONLINE
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•   Partnering with specialist to 
offer removal and replacement 
of teeth in one day.

•   Offering ClearCorrect orthodontic 
clear aligners - no wires or brackets.

•  Now taking scans with iTero 
scanner for crowns, ClearCorrect, 
nightguards, etc. instead of 
traditional impressions.

•  Offering preventative, pediatric, 
restorative, & cosmetic dentistry

•  Restoration of single 
and multiple implants.

129 East 1st St., North Side of Square, Springtown

817-523-4648

Caroline 
Miller, D.D.S.

J & E Air Conditioning
& Heating Inc.

Licensed & Insured in the State of Texas: TX Lic.# TACLA01475E

FOR IMMEDIATE SERVICE, CALL:

817-220-4506
1825 W Hwy. 199, Springtown, TX 76082

We Support Our 
Springtown Chamber

GROCERY STORE 
WINE • BAKERY • SUSHI 

PHARMACY

501 Hwy 199 
Springtown 
817-220-1177

(817) 220-0033 • 311 E. Hwy. 199 Springtown
ORDER ONLINE 24/7: 

www.SpringtownFlowerShop.com

 CUSTOM FLOWER DESIGN
CHILDREN’S GIFTS • MYRA BAGS 

FREDERICKSBURG FARMS
CANDLES, JELLIES, SAUCES AND MORE

YOUR LOCAL  
FULL-SERVICE  

FLORIST 
Local & Worldwide 

Deliveries

FLOWERS & 
GIFTS FOR ALL 

OCCASIONS
FULL GIFT 

SHOP 
Home Decor 

Special Occasion 
Wedding Services

Going the extra mile
JIM STEVENS | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

Josh Crager, who has filled several roles within the city’s public works department since 2017 and 
currently works in the water department, was awarded the City of Springtown Extra Mile Award at the 
Springtown Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Awards Gala. Crager said he is thankful for the award 
and tries to be helpful in his work. Public Works Director Joseph McCanless described Crager as a hard 
worker who often volunteers to stay late and works at the city’s events. “It’s the little things like that 
that make the biggest difference,” McCanless said. “He’s always willing to carry his fair share and then 
some of the load.” Crager is pictured with City Secretary Christina Derr. 

SISD alumna recognized 
as Teacher of the Year

JIM STEVENS | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

Springtown Area Chamber of Commerce named Springtown Intermediate School sixth grade science 
teacher Jenifer Jones as the Teacher of the Year. The last time the Teacher of the Year award was given 
was in 2019, Springtown Independent School District Superintendent Shane Strickland said. “I’m really 
honored to be able to be the first one since it’s come back,” said Jones, who is a Springtown native. Jones 
has worked in education for about 17 years, and this is her fifth year teaching in Springtown. Strickland 
said Jones promotes student-centered learning and professional development of educators. “Ms. 
Jones’ dedication to innovation prepares students for the future, nurturing independent thinkers and 
learners,” Strickland said. “Her passion for meaningful learning experiences and tireless work ethic 
exemplify the transformative power of dedicated educators.” Jones is pictured with Strickland at the 
March 1 gala. 

CITY OF SPRINGTOWN 
EXTRA MILE AWARD

Josh Crager

SPRINGTOWN ISD 
TEACHER OF THE YEAR

Jenifer Jones

817-270-3340
www.tricountyreporter.com

FOR 
ONE 
YEAR

$40
ONLINE

Save a tree, 
subscribe online!
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SUPPLIES
• Structural Steel • Panels 
• Pipe • Wire • Square Tubing 

METAL FABRICATION
• Gates • Fencing 
• Trailer Repair

WELDING SUPPLIES

QUINN SHAW: 817-781-0732
OFFICE: 817-755-7017

522 POJO RD., SPRINGTOWN

119 Industrial Ave. 
Next to Dollar General

817-444-2222

GET QUOTES
SuttonPrinting@aol.com

Digital & Gloss Full Color Business Cards
Gloss Full • Color Post Cards • Yard Signs

Full Color Banners • Copy Paper

Digital Business 
Cards 250250
$$29299999ONLY

Local Delivery • Metro Delivery • UPS

817-968-7867
3056 W. Hwy 199 

(1.8 MILES WEST OF POJO ROAD)

SPRINGTOWN

CARS, TRUCKS, SEMIS, EQUIPMENT, RVS, 
GENERATORS AND MUCH MORE!

Diagnosis • Oil Changes • Brakes • Turbos • Overhauls 
Suspension • Steering • Injectors • Fuel Systems 

Head Gaskets • Transmissions • Heavy Engine • Cores!

DISCOUNTS
All Military, Senior Citizens & First Responders

5 0 0  N .  M A I N  S T R E E T
S P R I N G T O W N ,  T X  

( 8 1 7 ) 2 2 0 - 5 2 2 9

C O N N E C T
W I T H  U S
O N L I N E

W E B S I T E

S U N D A Y  S E R V I C E  S T A R T S  A T  1 0 : 5 0 A M

502 E. Hwy. 199 
Springtown

817-523-0009

To our Chamber Staff, Volunteers & 
Members for another great year! 

We appreciate you more than we can

EXPRESS!

Bill Foster recognized as “Hometown Hero”

HOMETOWN HERO AWARD

Bill Foster

Family of Springtown Santa 
receives posthumous award

ZACH FREEMAN 
azlereporter@tricountyreporter.com

SPRINGTOWN — A true 
friend to Springtown and 
its children, Bill Foster 
was posthumously recog-
nized with the Hometown 
Hero Award at the 2024 
Springtown Area Chamber of 
Commerce Annual Awards 
Gala. Teacher, bus driver, 
administrator and longtime 
Springtown Santa Claus, 
Foster devoted his life to 
education and serving his 
community. It’s said that 
if Bill Foster knew you, you 
knew you were loved and 
worth something. Foster 
was a parent, grandparent, 
great-grandparent and loyal 
friend to many throughout 
Springtown. 

Foster was a committed 
member of the First Baptist 
Church and donated his year-

ly Santa earnings to the Lottie 
Moon Christmas Offering.

Foster’s wife, Kandy 
Foster, and daughter, Rachel 
Moreno, accepted the award 
on Foster’s behalf the night 
of March 1.

“It was an honor to accept 
the Hometown Hero Award, 
with my mother, on behalf of 
my dad,” Moreno said. “He 
was a great man and served 
his community with every-
thing he had for many years. 
We were, and are, proud of 
Poppy and everything he did 
to help others during his life. 
He was a man of service and 
had the heart of a servant. 
We are so proud of the man, 
husband and father Poppy 
was, and still is, to us in our 
hearts. We still see him every-
where; this award is a symbol 
of a lifetime of servitude he 
showed us every day grow-
ing up.”

JIM STEVENS | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

Kandy Foster, left, widow of the late Bill Foster, 
and Rachel Moreno, the couple’s daughter, accept 
the Hometown Hero Award on his behalf.

Extra! Extra! Read All About It!
www.tricountyreporter.comwww.tricountyreporter.com

817-270-3340817-270-3340
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Taco Plate
Plate Comes w/Rice, 
Beans & 24 oz Drink

Chicken
SINGLE 2.29
PLATE 9.99
 Beef
SINGLE 2.29
PLATE 9.99

BURGERS
Hamburger 4.99 

7.99 Meal  
Cheeseburger 4.99  

7.99 Meal 

Plate MenuPlate Menu ALL PLATES COME WITH A 24 oz. DRINK

TORTA PLATE
Rice & Beans or Fries

9.99
 TORTA

6.99

GORDITA PLATE
w/Rice & Beans 

9.99
GORDITA

3.49

QUESADILLA PLATE
w/Rice & Beans 

8.99
QUESADILLA

5.99
TOSTADA PLATE

w/Rice & Beans 

9.99
 TOSTADA 

3.49

SOPES PLATE
w/Rice & Beans 

9.99
SOPES

3.49

COMBO PLATE
w/1 tostada, 1 taco 

& 1 bean burrito

9.99

TAMALES AVAILABLE ALL LOCATIONS • PRICES MAY VARY

BEAN BURRITO 1.89 
Bean & cheese

COMBO BURRITO 3.29 

Meat, Cheese & Beans

REGULAR BURRITO 3.29 
Meat, Cheese & Pico de Gallo

SUPER BURRITO 4.49 
Meat, Cheese, Lettuce, 
Pico de Gallo, Sour Cream 
& Sauteed Onions

EL GORDO BURRITO 6.99 
Meat, Rice, Beans, Lettuce, Cilantro, 
Cheese, Sour Cream & Sauteed 
Onions, Pico de Gallo

Burrito SpecialBurrito Special

Choice of Meat:
BEEF

CHICKEN
BARBACOA
AL-PASTOR

CHICHARRON
CARNITAS

CALL IN YOUR ORDER TODAY!CALL IN YOUR ORDER TODAY!

FISH BASKET
2 pcs. Fish, Fries, 

Texas Toast, 
24 oz Drink

9.99
FISH TACO 

PLATE

9.99
NACHOS
Regular 4.99 
Super 7.99

Family 
Specials
12 TACOS 

1 Pint Of Rice & 
1 Pint Of Beans 

27.99
10 TACOS 
SPECIAL

19.99

Biscuits
Chicken Biscuit 1.89 • Sausage 1.89 
Bacon 1.89 • Sausage & Egg 2.39 
Sausage & Cheese 2.39
Sausage, Egg & Cheese 2.99
Sausage, Egg, Cheese & Bacon 3.29

229999Breakfast Burritos
Sausage, Egg & Cheese
Bacon, Egg & Cheese
Chorizo, Potato & Egg
Potato, Egg & Cheese

www.mytacotime.com
Centerpoint Kwik Stop • 11652 FM 730 N 

817-444-3947
730 South Kwik Stop • 12555 FM 730 S 

817-270-5430
Boyd Kwik Stop • 213 E. Rock Island Ave. 

940-433-2466

Springtown Kwik Stop • 432 TX-199 
817-523-4422

Springtown Kwik Stop #2 • 529 N Main St. 
817-523-2888

Bridgeport Kwik Stop • 1206 Hovey St. 
940-683-4190

Thank You For Voting!
Taco Time: 
Best Tacos

Bees

General Pests

Rodents

Scorpions

Spiders

Termites

YOUR COMPLETE PEST 
CONTROL SERVICE

We have been providing effective pest control 
solutions throughout the DFW Metroplex area 

for more than 75 years.

Our family-owned and operated business is fully 
equipped to handle all of your pest control needs.

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED. 
OVER 75 YEARS OF SERVICE. 

817-915-2470

Tom Samples 
Pest Control

Procter honored as Springtown’s top cop

CITY OF SPRINGTOWN PUBLIC SAFETY EMPLOYEE OF THE YEAR

Weldon “Chip” Procter

JIM STEVENS | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

Springtown Area Chamber of 
Commerce honored Springtown 
Police Department’s Cpl. Weldon 
“Chip” Procter as the City of 
Springtown’s Public Safety 
Employee of the Year at the 
March 1 Annual Awards Gala. 
Deputy Chief Jamie Oliver said 
Procter began at the police 
department in October 2021. 
“We’re trying to build a bigger, 
better department,” Oliver said. 
“We want certain people to work 
here, and he’s exactly the type of 
officer that we want in our city. 
You ask him anything to do, he’s 
going to do it without question, 
and he’ll do it right.” Procter 
indicated his coworkers at the 
police department selected him 
to earn the honor. “I’m grateful; 
I’m happy,” he said. “It makes me 
feel good that’s how my peers 
and everyone else feels about 
me, that they voted me.” In the 
photo, Oliver, left, congratulates 
Procter after presenting the 
award. 

JIM STEVENS | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

Signing in at the Springtown Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Awards Gala.
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WALNUT CREEK
SPECIAL UTILITY DISTRICT

Help conserve our 
drinking water

Proud to be a member 
of the Springtown 

Chamber of Commerce

1155 Hwy. 199 West 
SPRINGTOWN 

817-220-7707

Amy Kaplan ChFC CLU, Agent

813 E. Hwy 199, Springtown, TX 76082 817-220-5222
amy@amykaplaninsurance.com

It can be hard to picture, but retirement is closer 
than it seems. So do your future self a favor and 
start planning now. A little today can add up to a lot 
tomorrow. Call me to get started.
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®

State Farm, Bloomington IL 2001630

Start small, RETIRE big

DR. DUSTIN FIELDS
729 Boyd Rd • Azle • 817-444-3289

HOURS: M-F 8-5:30, Closed for Lunch 12-1:30 • Sat 8:00-12

care for feline and canine

817-270-3340 817-270-3340 
tricountyreporter.comtricountyreporter.com

FOR ONE YEAR

$$4040

SUBSCRIBE ONLINE

Save 
a tree!

ORGANIZATION OF THE YEAR

Pastoral Fellowship of Springtown

Pastoral Fellowship graced with 
Organization of the Year award
MADELYN EDWARDS
springtownreporter@tricountyreporter.com 

Springtown Area Chamber 
of Commerce blessed the 
Pastoral Fellowship of 
Springtown with this year’s 
Organization of the Year 
title at the March 1 Annual 
Awards Gala. 

The fellowship is a group 
of “like-minded pastors from 
various denominational 
backgrounds” who support 
one another, serve the com-
munity and “share the light 
and salvation of Jesus,” the 
gala’s master of ceremonies 
Brooklynn Hatton said while 
introducing the organization. 

Representatives from about 
nine churches, led by Walnut 
Creek Baptist Church Pastor 
Shane Scott, organize the an-
nual New Teacher Luncheon 
each fall to welcome educa-
tors who join the Springtown 
school district’s staff. The fel-
lowship also hosts an annual 
back-to-school prayer rally. 

Legacy Church Lead Pastor 
Gary Veazey accepted the 
award on behalf of the fellow-
ship at the gala as many of 
the pastors couldn’t attend 
the event. Veazey said receiv-
ing the award is an honor for 
the group. 

“Our heart is to serve our 
community,” he said. “We 
pray for our community. We 
have so many wonderful pas-
tors, and their heart is not 
only for their church, but to 
serve the people in need. And 
then, we encourage and pray 
for each other, so it’s a great 
fellowship to be part of.” 

Veazey said he has 
been part of the Pastoral 
Fellowship of Springtown 
since about the time he came 
to town in 1997. 

“(Scott) is a great leader, 
and we have a great group of 
pastors,” he said. 

JIM STEVENS | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

Representing the Pastoral Fellowship of Springtown, Legacy Church Lead Pastor Gary Veazey accepted the Organization of the Year award at the Springtown Area Chamber of 
Commerce’s March 1 Annual Awards Gala. Veazey is pictured with Chamber Executive Director Terri Toone.

Subscribe Today!Subscribe Today!

FOR 
ONE 
YEAR

$$4040
ONLINE

FOR 
ONE 
YEAR

$$7070
OUT-OF-COUNTY

FOR 
ONE 
YEAR

$$5050
IN-COUNTY

321 W. Main Street, Azle 321 W. Main Street, Azle 
817-270-3340817-270-3340

tricountyreporter.comtricountyreporter.com
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324 Hwy. 199 E., Springtown • 817-523-3151

10th Oil Change FREE!

The LUBE CENTER
Our Customer Service Makes the Difference.

Open Mon - Fri 8am - 6pm Sat - 8am - 2pm Sun - Closed

• 10 Minute Oil Change

• State Inspection

• Fuel Injection Service

• Diesel Oil & Oil Filters

•  All Brands of Oil Available

•  Experienced Lube Technicians

THE OFFICIAL LUBE CENTER OF THE FIGHTING PORCUPINES

You’re invited to join us!

sERVICES & tIMES
Beginning on Easter Sunday

9:00 am - 11:00 am

Wednesdays 
Legacy Kids 7-8:15 pm 
Legacy Youth 7-8:15 pm 

Legacy Groups 7-8:15 pm

3591 E. Hwy 199
SPRINGTOWN

817-221-2983

> edwardjones.com |  Member SIPC

 

 
 

Carolyn Rocha, CFP®, AAMS™

Financial Advisor
825 E Hwy 199, Suite 101
Springtown, TX 76082
817-523-3196

13 Years of service 
in the community
Thank you.
13 years ago, I opened my office in 
Springtown. Through the years, I have 
met many of you and built long-term 
relationships. My primary focus has always 
been to better understand why you invest 
and to recommend specific solutions that 
can help you reach your financial goals. 
Thank you for letting me serve you and 
your family for the past 13 years. I look 
forward to working with you in the future. 

To learn how Edward Jones and I can help 
you reach your financial goals, call me today.

Professional business Portraits
Commercial Photography 

Drone Photography
Family portraits

Photography Lessons Offered

713-725-5620

JUDY SMERUD SPIRIT OF SPRINGTOWN AWARD

Mistie Riviera

Rivera embodies Spirit of Springtown
Local roofer, sandwich shop owner 
recognized for community pride

ZACH FREEMAN 
azlereporter@tricountyreporter.com

SPRINGTOWN — Mistie 
Rivera, owner of Alvin Ord’s 
Sandwich Shop and Rivera 
Roofing, was honored with 
the Judy Smerud Spirit of 
Springtown Award during 
the 2024 Springtown Area 
Chamber of Commerce 
Annual Awards Gala March 1. 
The award is presented to the 
person who most displayed 
the overall sense of commu-
nity pride over the past year. 
Judy Smerud was a long-
time resident and chamber 
executive director who had a 
special spirit and love for the 
Springtown community. She 
led the Springtown business 
community through periods 
of growth and change for 
over 25 years. The award was 
created to honor an outstand-
ing person and friend to the 
community. 

“It is an honor and bless-
ing to be any part of this 
community,” Rivera said. “It 
feels really good to be able to 

help. I know that without our 
community supporting our 
business we wouldn’t be able 
to give back to other busi-
nesses. I am born and raised 
in Springtown. I love my com-
munity. I wouldn’t be able to 
give back if my community 
didn’t give to me first.” 

Rivera is proud to be able 
to raise her three boys in the 
town where she grew up. 
Recently, Rivera donated 
the labor needed to replace 
the roof of Springtown’s lo-
cal food pantry, Neighbor to 
Neighbors

JIM STEVENS | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

Mistie Rivera accepts her award 
with her husband, Gerardo 
“Lalo” Rivera, at the Springtown 
Area Chamber of Commerce 
Annual Awards Gala.

P.O.Box 528 Azle, TX 76098
Tim Green 817-344-8464 
Billy Green 817-939-7545

atextrash.com

ATEX TRASH SERVICE

Taking care of the 

community that we live in

Thank you to the 
community and those 

who voted us...

BEST TRASH 
SERVICE 

IN PARKER 
COUNTY 2023!
From our family to yours, 
it’s an honor to receive 

this recognition!

817-270-3340 817-270-3340 
TriCountyReporter.comTriCountyReporter.com
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Proud to be Local!

600 E. Hwy 199 Springtown H 817-523-8801
OnlinewithTCB.com

Friendly Hometown Banking!

Mon-Thurs 9 am - 4 pm, 
Friday 9 am - 6 pm
Drive-Up Hours: 

Mon - Fri 8 am - 6 pm, 
Sat 8 am - 12 pm

Thank you Springtown 
Chamber of Commerce for 
Another Great Year!

18 Years On 
the Square in 
Springtown
13 Years In 

Ft. Worth next to 
Ridgmar Mall

Beer, Seltzer & 
Wine Available

Order Online:
www.WoodyCreekBBQ.com

At Pinnacle Bank have the freedom and fl exibility to build solutions to 
fi t your business needs. We are proud to offer a variety of products and 
services to help you achieve your fi nancial goals, including:

• Lines of Credit
• Cash Management Solutions
• Credit Card Processing
• Online Banking
• Wire Transfers
• Business Deposit Accounts

TRUSTED GUIDANCE 
AND SOLUTIONS FOR 
YOUR BUSINESS NEEDS.

SPRINGTOWN 726 Hwy. 199 East
817.220.5504 • pinnbanktx.com

• Commercial Term Loans
• Construction Lending
• Equipment Loans
• Commercial Real Estate Solutions
• Owner Occupied Real Estate

24_PTX05_SPRINGTOWN_CHAMBER_BANQUET_SPECIAL_AD.indd   124_PTX05_SPRINGTOWN_CHAMBER_BANQUET_SPECIAL_AD.indd   1 3/4/24   2:05 PM3/4/24   2:05 PM

Custom Homes

Guided Home designs and builds from the ground up. 
See our website for floorplans, current inventory and gallery.

407 Old Springtown, Rd Suite 110, Springtown • 817-343-7514
www.randccustomhomes.net • Email clynn@randccustomhomes.net

“Gather together & experience 
your own custom home journey and 
floorplan opportunities, with us.” - R & C

Marcia Garcia honored 
for service to chamber

JIM STEVENS | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

Marcia Garcia, who served as 
the Springtown Area Chamber 
of Commerce’s administrative 
assistant for the past four 
years and has volunteered for 
the chamber for many more, 
was honored for her service at 
the chamber’s annual awards 
gala. Garcia recently stepped 
down from her position at 
the chamber but continues to 
volunteer. She has also served 
on multiple nonprofit boards, 
including the Springtown 
Education Foundation. “I just 
love Springtown, and I like the 
people,” Garcia said. “It just feels 
good to be helping everybody 
and to be involved.” Garcia is 
pictured with administrative 
assistant Dene Berry, outgoing 
Chamber President Jennifer 
Conway and Chamber Executive 
Director Terri Toone. In a speech 
at the gala, Conway said to 
Garcia, “Thank you for your hard 
work, your dedication, your 
positive attitude, not to mention 
all the laughs.”
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