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Live Your Legacy

SISD's tax rate history

SOURCE: PARKER COUNTY APPRAISAL DISTRICT
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Bond or bust

EDITOR’S NOTE: This article is part three of a series to fi nd out why Springtown Independent School 
District’s bond proposals have failed four times in a row. The Tri-County Reporter has interviewed supporters 
and opponents of the school bond and SISD’s leaders as well as retrieved data on local property taxes. Part 
one delved into the history of SISD’s bond eff orts, and part two discussed overcrowding at campuses. Part 
three of this series considers the main objection to the bond — property tax increase. 

‘No’ voters stand against property tax increases

MADELYN EDWARDS
springtownreporter@tricountyreporter.com 

SPRINGTOWN — 
Springtown resident Alex 
Rivera feels conflicted about 
Springtown Independent 
School District’s previous 
bond proposal. 

After he and his wife re-
tired, the Riveras decided to 
sell their home in California 
to move to Texas where one 
of their daughters had previ-
ously settled. They lived in 
the Houston area for about 

a year and eventually moved 
to a home in Springtown last 
spring. By fall 2023, Alex 
Rivera took a job working in 
the cafeteria at the intermedi-
ate school.

Rivera didn’t move to Texas 
without concerns, the main 
one being expensive property 
taxes. His daughters — both 
the one who lives in Texas 
and is looking for a home to 
buy and the one who lives in 
California and wants to move 
to Texas — share that unease.

“For me, it weighs heavily,” 

Rivera said. “I own my home, 
so I don’t have a mortgage. 
But to know that I’m going 
to be paying whatever it is, 
$6,000, $7,000, $8,000, a year 
for the rest of my life and 
more depending on the initia-
tives that may get passed, it’s 
a bit daunting.”

Fear of more expensive 
property tax bills is what 
compelled Rivera to vote 
against SISD’s bond proposal 
in November 2023, the latest 
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Azle man arrested after 
teen drug overdose

Kaeden Farish of Azle arrested for 
murder after selling fentanyl-laced pills

ZACH FREEMAN 
azlereporter@tricountyreporter.com

An Azle man has been 
arrested and charged with 
murder after selling fentan-
yl-laced pills to a Bedford 
teen. 

Kaeden Farish, a 19-year-
old Azle resident, is among 
some of the first Texans to 
be charged with murder un-
der House Bill 6 which took 
effect Sept. 1, 2023. The bill 
created a new penalty in 
instances where supplying 
fentanyl to an individual re-
sults in their death. Texas is 
just one of the more than 30 
states that now have laws in 
place connecting narcotics PLEASE SEE MURDER | A6

COURTESY TCSO

Kaeden Farish

distribution and homicide. 
Police reported Farish 

sold fentanyl-laced pills to 
17-year-old Bedford resident 
Dustin Anderton prior to 
his Jan. 21 overdose death. 
Farish was arrested Feb. 2 
and charged with delivery of 
a controlled substance and 
murder. He is currently held 
in the Tarrant County Jail in 
lieu of $175,000 bond. Farish 
was previously charged as a 
minor for deadly conduct-

Local elections coming May 4
Check out which candidates 
will be on the ballot

MADELYN EDWARDS
springtownreporter@tricountyreporter.com 

ZACH FREEMAN
azlereporter@tricountyreporter.com 

Voters may have their at-
tention set on the March pri-
mary elections and then the 
November general elections, 
but there’s one more occa-
sion when they can voice 
their opinions at the polls. 

May 4 is local Election Day. 
Eligible Azle, Springtown 
and Reno-area folks can 
come out to the ballot box 
on that day, or during early 
voting April 22-30, to select 
their representatives on city 
councils and school boards. 
The voter registration dead-
line for these elections is 
April 4. 

Candidates had the chance 
to file for a place on the bal-
lot from Jan. 17 to Feb. 16. 
Here’s who is expected to be 
on the May ballot:

AZLE CITY COUNCIL 
Azle City Council Places 

1, 2 and 5, which are cur-
rently held by members 
Derrick Nelson, Amy Estes 
and Rouel Rothenberger Jr. 
respectively. Only Place 2 is 
contested with incumbent 
Amy Estes facing off against 
law enforcement officer Jake 
Falcon in the May election. 

RENO CITY COUNCIL 
In Reno, the city coun-

cil members in Places 1, 
3 and 5 are up for re-elec-
tion, but only two places 
are contested. In Place 1, 
Hernando Herrera will face 
Reno Planning and Zoning 
Commission Chair Kevin 
Vandenberg in the May elec-
tion. Another P&Z member, 
secretary Justin Williams, 

filed for Place 5 and will run 
against incumbent council 
member Joy Jenkins, who 
was appointed to her posi-
tion last year to fill the un-
expired term left by former 
council member Jeff Davis.

Mayor Pro Tem Shelli 
Swift is running for Place 3 
unopposed. 

SPRINGTOWN CITY COUNCIL 
Three Springtown City 

Council members are up 
for re-election, and two 
will face opponents in May. 
David Martin is challeng-
ing Mayor Pro Tem Walter 
Roberson for Place 3, and 
Springtown Planning and 
Zoning Commission mem-
ber Jessica Castro will run 

SEE ELECTIONS | A3
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In the past 10 years, Springtown ISD’s tax rate has either stayed the same or decreased.

Neighbor to Neighbors gets a new roof
Community businesses, 
organizations unite to give new 
roof to Springtown food pantry

MADELYN EDWARDS
springtownreporter@tricountyreporter.com 

SPRINGTOWN — By its na-
ture, Springtown’s local food 
pantry Neighbor to Neighbors 
gives help to folks who need 
groceries in the community. 

But recently, the food pan-
try was on the receiving end 
of community aid. 

Rivera Roofing, Alvin Ord’s 
Sandwich Shop, Hilltop 
Family Church and KL 
Concrete and Construction 
came together earlier this 
month to give Neighbor to 
Neighbors a new roof af-
ter being called to act by 
Servolution Network. 

“We were trying to get some 
businesses to jump in — no 
action,” Servolution Executive 
Director Jason Malewiski 

said in a Facebook video. “I 
texted Mistie (Rivera, owner 
of Rivera Roofing and Alvin 
Ord’s), and probably three 
minutes later, (she) said, ‘Hey, 
we got it.’” 

When Rivera agreed to do-
nate the labor toward a new 
roof, she thought Servolution 
had the correct number of 
shingles to cover the job. 
But she found out there 
were only a quarter of the 
shingles needed, so she and 
Malewiski had to raise funds 
for the rest of them. Hilltop 
Family Church came to their 
aid as did KL Concrete and 
Construction with a pledge 
of $2,000 for materials. After 
getting all the shingles need-
ed, the work was completed 
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Rivera Roofi ng, Alvin Ord’s Sandwich Shop, Hilltop Family Church and KL Concrete and Construction came together earlier this month to 
give Neighbor to Neighbors a new roof after being called to act by Servolution Network. 

Dedicated Public Servant deeply 

rooted in Parker County who is 

passionate about law enforcement.

Over 20 years experience 

and 4,000-plus hours of training 

in public safety.

I humbly ask for your vote.

“Trust is not given - 

please let me earn yours.”

POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT PAID FOR 

BY JASON INGRAM FOR CONSTABLE P.O. 

BOX 73, SPRINGTOWN TX 76012
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simple life

STAFFORD PLACE
Stafford Place is a 
highly coveted address 
for those seeking a 
luxurious and modern 
living experience. These 
brand new apartment 
homes offer a selection 
of 1- and 2-bedroom 
units, each adorned with 
opulent finishes that 
exude sophistication 
and comfort.
Residents can unwind 
and entertain in style 
with amenities like a 
billiard room, a resort-
style pool, and a 24/7 
fitness center, creating 
an oasis of leisure and 
convenience within the 
community. Stafford 
Place sets a new 
standard for upscale 
living, where residents 
can relish in the epitome 
of comfort and elegance.

Fitness 
Center

Resort-
Style Pool

Patio/
Balcony

Attached 
Garages

In Unit 
Laundry

Pet 
Friendly

972-349-1357

@STAFFORDPLACEAZLE

STAFFORDPLACEAZLE.COM

1200 SOUTHEAST PKWY, AZLE, TX 76020

Family awarded over $300k 
in dog attack lawsuit

Case started after young boy 
injured by loose canines 

MADELYN EDWARDS
springtownreporter@tricountyreporter.com 

RENO — Over a year af-
ter their son was attacked 
by dogs, the Roebers have 
reached a resolution to their 
lawsuit against the dogs’ 
owners and property owners.

In December 2022, two 
dogs attacked Isaac Roeber, 
who was 6 years old at the 
time, while he was walk-
ing home from the school 
bus stop on Carmen Street 
in Reno. Isaac’s bus driver 
dropped him off later than 
usual that day because of a 
road closure and called his 
mother, Katherine “Tory” 
Roeber, to make sure Isaac 
made it home. Roeber sent 
her older son to check if Isaac 
was home, but he couldn’t 
find Isaac and said it ap-
peared that something was 
going on at the home with the 
problem dogs.

Roeber rushed to rescue 
Isaac, who had been bitten 
and dragged by a Lab mix 
and shepherd mix. A man 
had intervened and gotten 
Isaac away from the dogs; 
still, the child was bloody and 
had a black eye by the time 
his mother found him. From 
there, she took Isaac to the 
emergency room. 

Following the attack, Isaac 
had a puncture wound on his 
skull, and he needed stitches 
on his arms and legs. He also 
suffered mental trauma from 
the attack and was fearful 
of dogs and playing outside 
alone. 

In a previous article, Roeber 
said the dogs had been a 
problem for years, and she 
had been in contact with 
the Reno Police Department 
about the issue. At the time, 
former Reno Police Deputy 
Chief Nathan Stringer said 
the dog owners were issued 
citations for the dogs being at 
large and for not displaying a 
rabies tag. The dogs were eu-
thanized and tested negative 
for rabies.

In response to the attack, 
Roeber and her husband 
David filed a lawsuit against 
the dogs’ owners and the 
property owners Dec. 21, 
2022. In the original petition, 
the Roebers asked for no 
more than $1 million in their 
lawsuit against the dogs’ 
owners and the property 
owners to cover their son’s 
past and future physical pain, 
mental anguish, physical im-
pairment, disfigurement as 
well as his past and future 
medical expenses. 

The lawsuit accused Brian 
Campbell, who was a tenant 
of a home on Carmen Street 
and an owner of the dogs, 
of allowing large aggressive 
dogs around the public, fail-
ing to properly use a leash to 
prevent attacks, not paying 

enough attention to the dogs 
to ensure they were not a 
danger to the public, failing 
to keep the dogs on the prop-
erty and prevent them from 
escaping as well as failing to 
stop or call the dogs, or inter-
vening once he realized the 
attack had begun. 

Others named in the law-
suit — described as property 
owners — were accused of 
failing to remove the dogs 
after being notified of their 
dangerousness and vicious-
ness, not exercising care in 
property management and 
not applying care in the con-
finement of the dangerous 
dogs on the property. 

When the lawsuit was 
filed, property owner Leonel 
Garcia sympathized with the 
Roebers but maintained he 
shouldn’t be held responsible 
for the dogs and wasn’t aware 
they were chasing people. He 
also said some of the other 
defendants named in the law-
suit have nothing to do with 
the property. 

Roeber defended the choice 
to name four defendants as 
property owners in the law-
suit and said the property 
owner was warned about the 
aggressive dogs.

The lawsuit ended up be-
ing split into two parts. Last 
May, Campbell settled with 

the Roebers, and the court or-
dered the Roebers to be paid 
about $53,378 for expenses 
related to legal and medical 
services, future mental health 
treatment, and insurance 
as well as a total of about 
$46,621 to be paid to Isaac 
in semi-annual installments 
starting in 2035. In the same 
judgement, the court ordered 
the defendants to pay $3,600 
to Isaac’s court-appointed 
guardian ad litem. 

Having settled with the 
dogs’ owners, the Roebers 
severed Campbell from the 
lawsuit and turned their at-
tention to the others named 
in the lawsuit. Earlier this 
month, when the remaining 
defendants didn’t show up to 
court, the court ordered them 
to pay about $233,934 for ac-
tual damages plus interest. 

“Our family is happy with 
the lawsuit outcome, ex-
tremely sad this had to hap-
pen, and hope that this 
incident helps the city of 
Reno take calls serious when 
citizens report about ag-
gressive dogs in their city,” 
Roeber said. “Hopefully this 
can help prevent another 
child from being attacked 
unnecessarily.”

Garcia declined to com-
ment on the outcome of this 
case. 

PHOTO COURTESY KATHERINE ROEBER

Isaac Roeber was attacked by dogs in late 2022 when he was 6 years 
old. More than a year later, his family reached a resolution to their 
lawsuit against the dogs’ owners and property owners.

Whatever you drive, 
we have you covered.

4857 Knob Hill Rd., Azle

817-800-6936
redlineautomotiveinc.com

redlinerobb@yahoo.com

Engine Installation 
Transmission Installation 

Auto Repair

FREE DIAGNOSIS
CALL US 24-7 & EXPERIENCE 

THE EXPERIENCED
Experienced 
ASE Master 
Tech on Staff

#1 Engine & Transmission 
Volume Installer of the 
Year (6 Years in a Row)
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Remember the Alamo!
Sam Houston is a syndicated columnist and newspaper 
executive. He is also an author, actor, playwright and 
entertainment producer/promoter.

FROM MY FRONT PORCH
By Sam Houston

By its very nature, Texas 
history is exciting, dramatic 
and can be as overwhelm-
ing as a West Texas tornado. 
With the name Sam Houston, 
it was destined for me to be 
a fan of Texas history from 
my conception and this time 
of the year is filled with the 
remembrance of a generous 
portion of the events that 
shaped our great state.

The last few days marked 
the 188th anniversary of 
the start of the battle of the 
Alamo. On Feb. 23, 1836, a 
small group of volunteers 
who held the Alamo were met 
with the arrival of Gen. Santa 
Anna of Mexico and his lead 
force of nearly 1,500 men. 
The men inside the Alamo 
were few, less than 200, and 
as the Mexican forces con-
tinued to arrive the enemy’s 
number would eventually 

swell to over 4,000. The battle 
went on for 13 days, ending 
with the utter destruction 
of the Texican forces. Santa 
Anna instructed the bodies 
of the defenders to be burned 
and to remain unburied as 
a demonstration of his ab-
solute disdain for the Texas 
patriots. 

Perhaps the most fa-
mous letter in Texas history 
was written by the com-
mander of the forces of 
the Alamo, William Barrett 
Travis. Originally from South 
Carolina, Travis was a man 
who was true to his word and 

committed to fulfill his duty 
to defend the Alamo. Written 
on Feb. 24, the day after the 
arrival of Mexican forces, it 
was sent to the delegates of 
the convention at Washington 
on the Brazos and was ad-
dressed to “The People of 
Texas and All Americans in 
the World.” The letter ended 
with the immortal words, 
“Victory or death,” which was 
truly the only outcome the 
battle could have.

For me, and I think a great 
many Texans, it is hard to 
read the words of Travis and 
not feel a swelling in our 

chest and have a tear come 
to our eyes. Those powerful 
words instill a sense of what 
the men of the Alamo must 
have felt in those final des-
perate days; how they were 
willing to sacrifice their lives 
for the idea that Texas might 
someday be a sanctuary of 
freedom and liberty. It is 
clear in my heart, that every 
single person who has im-
migrated to Texas since the 
Travis letter was written has 
a duty and obligation to work 
and to live in such a way as to 
endorse the commitment of 
the defenders of the Alamo.

We must put aside petty 
disagreements and political 
rhetoric which divides, and 
in exchange, replace it with 
deeds and words which com-
pel our fellow Texans to work 
together for the greater good. 
We must ensure that all our 

people have opportunities, 
that we remain free and inde-
pendent, and that we never 
waver from those things 
which make us Texas: hard 
work, helping our neighbor 
and keeping our word. 

Our times are not as des-
perate as those final days of 
the men of the Alamo, but 
difficult political decisions 
stand before us and decisions 
must be made. Our world is 
changing and doing so rap-
idly. We must seek leadership 
from those who can embrace 
the future while maintaining 
the very character and es-
sence of the history of Texas. 
It is who we are and what we 
should fight to maintain. It is 
why Texas is Texas!

As you go to vote this up-
coming week, remember the 
blessed souls of those who 
gave their lives at the Alamo. 

Remember the great men 
of Texas history, men such 
as Austin, Crockett, Bowie, 
Travis, Rusk, Lamar, Houston 
and many others. Vote for 
the men and women on the 
ballot who will put Texas and 
the well-being of her citizens 
first, and not their own self-
ish personal political agen-
das. The future of our Texas 
depends upon it.

Thought for the day: “Do 
your duty so that every son 
and daughter of Texas will 
praise your work this day 
and remember the Alamo, 
remember Goliad, remember 
the Alamo!”

– Sam Houston speaking 
to his troops just prior to the 
commencement of the Battle 
of San Jacinto.

Until next time…I remain a 
Texan, ridin’ the storm out.

sam@hcnews

Chamber highlights: Fellowship and recognition

Dr. David Shaffer and his wife, Daniele, are Azle-area 
residents. David is the director of Son Shine Ministries 
(equipfamilies.org) and serves on the Azle Area Chamber 
of Commerce Board of Directors and is a Chamber 
Ambassador (azlechamber.com).
david@equipfamilies.org | 817-444-3777

HOPE MATTERS
By David Shaffer

A couple of weeks ago, the 
Orchard Event Venue and 
Retreat packed in a few hun-
dred local residents decked 
out in pinks and reds to cel-
ebrate a wonderful year for 
the Azle Area Chamber of 
Commerce. My wife, Daniele, 
and I enjoyed the evening 
immensely.

Executive Director Jennifer 
Herrington, administrative 
assistant Hartley McCauley 
and a host of volunteers put 
on a celebratory event to re-
member. The Annual Meeting 
and Awards Banquet in-
cluded acknowledgement of 
three outgoing board mem-
bers, including 2023 Board 
President Marcy Pinkston, 
and the swearing in of the 
2024 board, with the gavel 
being passed to 2024 Board 
President Michael Wright.

The food, silent auction 
and game were all enjoy-
able. Two particularly special 
highlights for me were the 
fellowship and recognition of 

others.
The Azle Chamber is thriv-

ing under its current leader-
ship and is strongly sup-
ported by a committed board 
of directors and team of 
Ambassadors. Its member-
ship, which is currently ap-
proaching 400, is the heart of 
the organization.

The fellowship at the ban-
quet reveals a chamber se-
cret: We truly value and like 
one another. Business and 
organization leaders in the 
Azle chamber see each other 
as a company of equals and 
seek to support one another. 

The city and school district 
are active with the chamber. 
Nonprofits promote other 
nonprofits. Even leaders in 
the same business sector are 
often friends and consult 
with one another.

Fellowship implies shared 
interest in a friendly asso-
ciation. Attendees met new 
people and caught up with 
friends. Henri Nouwen, a 
Dutch Catholic priest, profes-
sor, writer and theologian, 
observed, “Listening is pay-
ing full attention to others 
and welcoming them into 
our very beings. The beauty 

of listening is that those who 
are listened to start feeling 
accepted.” This is what I saw 
taking place.

Another highlight of the 
evening was the recognition 
given to 15 individuals or 
businesses/organizations. 
Each year, there are dozens 
who could be legitimately 
recognized, but only one is 
selected for each category. 
The winners are all incredi-
ble, and I am tempted to write 
about each one, but for the 
sake of brevity, I will share 
about three.

When Kelli Limbaugh was 
announced as Ambassador 
of the Year, an award chosen 
by the Ambassadors them-
selves, it provided a moment 
of sheer joy for all of us to 
witness. People say, “To know 
Kelli is to love Kelli,” and her 
pure exuberance reflected 
her realization of being hon-
ored and respected by her 
peers. The late American 
author H. Jackson Brown Jr. 

had people like Kelli in mind 
when he wrote, “Don’t do 
work for recognition, but do 
work worthy of recognition.”

I had the honor of present-
ing Azle icon Hogye Hogle 
with the 2023 Businessman 
of the Year Award. He was 
serving in his fixed role as 
master of ceremonies, and 
when I announced his name, 
the entire crowd stood to 
their feet to support a man 
who for decades beautifully 
combines business acumen, 
loyalty, kindness, humility, 
support, friendship and hu-
mor. He is one of my favor-
ites, and I know that there 
must be hundreds who feel 
the same way.

Finally, the Citizen of the 
Year Award went to Kim 
Ware, publisher of the news-
paper you are currently 
reading. Long overdue, Kim 
has excelled as a leader in 
her business and in the local 
area. She sacrificially gives 
of her time and talent to ad-

vance community nonprofits 
and initiatives. In fact, I owe 
my increased involvement 
in the Azle chamber to Kim. 
The crowd gave honor where 
it was due with an extended 
standing ovation to a phe-
nomenal person who contin-
ues to serve.

The gifted American author 
Maya Angelou expressed, 
“I long, as does every hu-
man being, to be at home 
wherever I find myself.” Our 
region is growing, and we 
welcome our new residents 
and want you to feel at home 
right away. A helpful way to 
do this, of course, is to plug 
in, perhaps starting with at-
tending a chamber event or 
luncheon.

To Azle, our neighbor 
Springtown (whose cham-
ber is also surging) and other 
communities in this tri-coun-
ty area, I am hopeful for a 
year full of genuine fellow-
ship and people who do work 
worthy of recognition.

Devil’s workshop?
Dr. Don Newbury, longtime university president, writes 
weekly and speaks regularly throughout Texas. Contact: 
817-447-3872. Email: newbury@speakerdoc.com.

THE IDLE AMERICAN
By Dr. Don Newbury

Every now and again, some-
one comes up with sugges-
tions for additions to the list 
of what to do when there’s 
nothing to do.

As often as not, such “yawn 
fodder” winds up to fill holes 
— gaping or otherwise — 
just before newspapers go to 
press.

I have another thought con-
cerning an item that should 
be forever deleted from the 
list — the mistitled annual 
“All-Star” basketball game 
foisted on us by the National 
Basketball Association and 
its TV cohorts. Any other 
suggestion on the “what-to-
do-list” is superior to this de-
bacle which is no better than 
watching paint dry.

The “event” held a few 
nights ago featured true all-
stars, but they might as well 
have been playing “H-O-R-
S-E.” In the Eastern All-Stars’ 
“win” over the West, the 

score was 211-186. Obviously 
whatever semblance of de-
fense brought to the game 
was checked at the door.

Should the wretched ex-
cuse for a “game” continue, 
it should be more accurately 
named. How about a feel-
good scrimmage featuring 
the Washington Generals vs. 
the Washington Generals? 
(with apologies to the Harlem 
Globetrotters who invari-
ably rack up “wins” over the 
Generals).

If all-stars of the major 
professional sports ever have 
a get-together, the NBA elite 
should be banned. Let them 

have their own party at a 
comedy club.

As youth, we were special-
ists in wasting time, but we 
could blame it on the young.

With much of my childhood 
in the 1950s, I recall two 
great time-wasters.

When soft-serve ice cream 
came to our town, one of 
our leading restaurants 
sold the cones at a “walk-up 
window.” (This was several 
years before drive-in food 
joints appeared.) It was fun to 
watch the server’s artistry in 
turning out cones with curls 
on top. Our parents usu-
ally sprung for nickel cones 

which we licked slowly, wish-
ing for the much bigger 10-
cent cones.

But, wait! There was more.
The restaurant also had an 

electric bug-zapper that pro-
duced sizzling sounds when 
bugs met their electronic end.

Sometimes we counted how 
many “zaps” we heard be-
tween cone-licks. Talk about 
minutiae.

That’s not all, either. 
Acceptable television re-

ception was late getting to 
our town, what with the near-
est station about 75 miles 
away. Before there were many 
TV sets in homes, they were 
often displayed in a down-
town shop window. On many 
summer evenings, my dad 
would drive us slowly past 
the store, all of us hoping 
there’d be discernible TV 
pictures emerging from the 
snowy screen. When there 
was, we’d stop, pressing nos-

es against the window glass 
to get as close to the TV set as 
possible.

I suppose, then, that licking 
ice cream cones while hearing 
bugs get zapped and watch-
ing snowy TV pictures in a 
shop window might be akin 
to time wasted while watch-
ing the NBA circus. But re-
member, we were kids.

My ancient Uncle Mort 
claims he gave up on the 
game decades ago. He’s not 
surprised that it continues its 
slide into meaninglessness. 
But, he admits to finding 
humor in circumventing the 
conventional, which is only 
a skosh different than pur-
posely wasting time.

Specifically, he enlivens 
routine visits to doctors’ of-
fices by “poking fun” when 
he fills out the same papers 
completed during his previ-
ous visits. Office attendants 
“see him coming,” knowing 

they’ll have to ask him to re-
turn to their desk to correct 
his fake answers.

In the “answer blank” 
about contact in case of an 
emergency, he writes “call 
ambulance.” And on the “age 
blank,” he answers “digital.”

A patriot to the core, he 
also enlivens “shopping hum-
drum” by checking labels of 
merchandise, always delight-
ed when he finds “made in 
America” tags. Too often, he 
whines, “made in Taiwan” or 
“made in China” dominate.

He stopped abruptly re-
cently, noticing bold print 
on a box encasing a TV set. It 
read, “Built in antenna.”

“Now that’s a place I’ve nev-
er heard of,” he told the sales 
guy, “Where is Antenna?” 
Mort was satisfied with the 
answer that Antenna is a 
small community a few miles 
from Athens.

against incumbent council 
member Scott Richardson. 
Place 1 is uncontested with 
only incumbent council mem-
ber Ted Martinez filing. 

ELECTION
FROM PAGE A1

AZLE SCHOOL BOARD 
Two seats on Azle 

Independent School District 
board of trustees are up for 
election this year. Ray Lea, 
who currently serves in Place 
4, will retire at the end of his 
term. Former educator and 
stay-at-home mom Kelsey 
Massey and Merge Church 

pastor Brandon Geary are vy-
ing for the seat. Tim Brown, 
vice president, who serves in 
Place 3, is uncontested in his 
bid for re-election. 

SPRINGTOWN 
SCHOOL BOARD

Springtown Independent 
School District board of 
trustees will have one con-

tested race on the May bal-
lot. Longtime board mem-
ber Elizabeth “Tootie” Hall 
will face challenger Cody 
Bryant in the Place 7 election. 
Meanwhile, board mem-
ber Mark Bryant is running 
for re-election to Place 6 
unopposed. 

WALNUT CREEK SUD
Walnut Creek Special Utility 

District board of directors 
is expected to have two new 
members as a result of the 
election in May. Incumbents 
Vice President Al Garrett and 
director Frank Henderson, 
who was appointed to fill an 
unexpired term, are not run-

ning for re-election.
The four candidates who 

filed to be on the ballot are 
Robin L. Corder, Bill Roesicke, 
Mark Green and David 
DeSoto. Two of them will be 
chosen to fill the open spots 
on the board. 
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EXPERIENCE 
THAT MATTERS
•  Serving as your 

constable since 2018

•  Decades of Law 
Enforcement Service 
in Parker County

•  Knows the job, 
knows the 
community, and 
knows you.

EARLY VOTING
Feb 20th-March 1st

ELECTION DAY 
March 5th

RE-ELECT

RAY WRIGHT
CONSTABLE PRECINCT 1

TAKE OUT ORDERS 
817-406-4452
817-406-4800

1300 Northwest Pkwy, Azle, Texas
Sun 11-8 • Tues - Thurs 11-9 

Fri 11-10 •  Sat 11-9:30 
MON CLOSED

HAPPY HOUR Tues-Sat 4 - 8 pm

© 2024 Consumer Cellular Inc. Terms and Conditions subject to change. 

855-493-3803

NO HIDDEN FEES.  
NO HIDDEN ANYTHING. 
Plans start at just $20/month.

Receive a free 5-year warranty 
with qualifying purchase*  - 
valued at $535.

Call 855-704-8579 to 
schedule your free quote!

WE BUY OIL, GAS, & 
MINERAL RIGHTS

Both non-producing and producing 
including Non-Participating Royalty Interest (NPRI)
Provide us your desired price for an offer evaluation.

CALL TODAY: 806.620.1422    
LOBO MINERALS, LLC
PO Box 1800 • Lubbock, TX 79408-1800
LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com

LEGAL NOTICE
Application has been made with the Texas Al-
coholic Beverage Commission for a Wine Only 
Package Store Permit by Spring Fuels LLC (dba) 
Busy Fuel Mart, to be located at 5094 E Highway 
199, Springtown, Parker County, TX 76082. Offi-
cer(s) of the said entity: Altaf A. Kurani – Manager; 
Waseem Syed – Manager; Rahail Hirani – Manag-
er; Nuruddin Hirani – Manager.

Ms. Fairy Dogmother
It’s never too late to have the dog of your dreams!

•  Private Dog Training
•  Custom Pet Sitting

www.msfairydogmother.net
ann@msfairydogmother.net

Ann Coffey @ 817-668-6229

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 2/22/2024. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-issued and 
FDIC-insured up to $250,000 (principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per depositor, per insured 
depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please visit www.fdic.gov or contact your 
financial advisor for additional information. Subject to availability and price change. CD values are 
subjectc to interest rate risk such that when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs 
are sold prior to maturity, the investory can lose principal value. FDIC insuance does not cover losses 
in market value. Early withdrawal may not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs 
require the distribution of interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward 
Jones are issued by banks and thrifts nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the 
Depository Trust Corp. (DTC.)

Call or visit your local financial advisor today.

Compare our CD Rates
Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

FDI-1867K-A © EDWARD D. JONES & CO., L.P., ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

Carolyn Rocha, CFP®, AAMS®

Financial Advisor
825 E. Hwy. 199, Suite 101 Springtown 
817-523-3196

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

APY* APY* APY*

1-year

5.10%
Minimum deposit 

$1,000.00

2-year

4.75%
Minimum deposit 

$1,000.00

3-year

4.60%
Minimum deposit 

$1,000.00

Rotary recognizes Azle students
ZACH FREEMAN 
azlereporter@tricountyreporter.com

AZLE — At the beginning 
of February, five Azle High 
School seniors were recog-
nized by the Azle Rotary Club 
as Student Rotarians of the 
Month. Alan Hard, Mason 
O’Daniel, Anahi Patricia 
Colmenero, Brandie Phillips 
and Jade Robinson were each 
recognized for their hard 
work and achievements in 
academics by distinguished 
members of the Azle com-
munity at the meeting and 
luncheon. 

Alan Hard is the son of 
Mark and Heather Hard. He 
has a GPA of 101.15 and is 
ranked 33rd in his class. Hard 
is interested in attending 
Hardin Simmons University, 
Mary-Hardin Baylor or Angelo 
State University where he 
hopes to major in psychol-
ogy, or a field related to 
social work. Hard is proud 
of having received college 
credit for all his classes in 
his junior year and being in 
the top 10% of his class. He 
considers math and logic to 
be some of his greatest skills 
and writing to be his great-
est weakness. Hard says he 
finds himself caring for oth-
ers to a tremendous degree 
but sometimes finds oth-
ers who do not want to be 
helped. He considers himself 
kind, loving and trustworthy 
and hopes to mirror Christ 
in all that he does. Some of 
his favorite teachers are Ms. 
Williams, Mrs. Davis, and Mrs. 
Terrell. Hard is involved in 
powerlifting, sings in the AHS 
choir, loves leading worship 
and volunteering with Royal 
Family Kids Camp. Starting 
at the end of summer 2023 
Hard has led a monthly wor-
ship service in Azle’s Central 
Park. Hard made it to region-
als in powerlifting and re-
ceived a 1 rating at his state 
solo contest. He also enjoys 
singing, exercising and play-
ing guitar. 

Mason O’Daniel is the son 
of Larry and Felizia O’Daniel. 
O’Daniel has a GPA of 99.82 

and is ranked 47th in his 
class. He is interested in at-
tending Tarrant County 
College, Weatherford College, 
University of North Texas or 
Texas Christian University 
to study computer science 
and cyber security. O’Daniel 
is proud of himself for com-
ing to a new high school and 
town where he didn’t know 
anyone and still making the 
most of it. He is also proud 
of the certifications he has 
received while at AHS. He 
sees his greatest academic 
strengths as being able to do 
anything he puts his mind 
to and learning new things 
quickly. O’Daniel considers 
himself easy-going and quick 
to act for the betterment of 
others. He also sees being 
respectful and responsible 
as being two of his major 
strengths. Ms. Prather and 
Coach Averitte are some of 
O’Daniel’s favorite teachers. 
He has participated in UIL 
one act plays for a year and 
has been a part of the mas-
sively successful CyberStart 
America team for two years. 
He has been a part of the high 
school’s culture club, drama 
club and thespian society. 
O’Daniel enjoys playing the 
drums, going to the gym and 
skateboarding. 

Anahi Patricia Colmenero 
is the daughter of Patricia 
Colmenero and Armando 
Colmenero. She has a GPA of 
102.35 and is ranked 24th in 
her class. Colmenero hopes 
to attend Tarrant County 
College, Texas Cristian 
University, the University of 
Texas at Dallas or Texas A&M 
to study business administra-
tion, finances, and political 
science for pre-law. She sees 
math and chemistry as her 
best subjects. She enjoys do-
ing group work, talking with 
others and solving problems 
while working with num-
bers and using formulas. She 
says her confidence in her 
quality of her work is one 
of her greatest weaknesses. 
Colmenero sees her friendly 
outgoing personality as a ma-
jor personal strength. 

“If there is a new kid, I al-
ways like to be the one to wel-
come them and make them 
feel as welcome as possible 
just because I’ve been in their 
shoes,” she said.

Colmenero also consid-
ers herself to be hardwork-
ing and passionate. Mrs. 
Bevan and Coach Smith are 
two of her favorite teach-
ers. In addition to serving 
as vice president of the AHS 
senior class, she participates 
in band, National Honor 
Society, Interact Club and 
AP Ambassadors. In sports, 
she plays on the Azle girls 
varsity soccer team where 
she was named Second Team 
All-District, and runs cross 
county. She is involved in 

The Word at Lakeside Church 
and Bread of Life Missionary 
Group. 

Brandie Phillips is 
the daughter of Becky 
Wethington. She is ranked 
23rd in her class with a GPA 
of 102.41. She is interested in 
attending Paris Junior College 
to study engineering or busi-
ness. She is proud to have 
earned all A’s since kinder-
garten and earned Academic 
All-District status both her 
sophomore and junior years. 
Phillips says her memoriza-
tion skills and ability to learn 
are her greatest academic 
strengths. Her personal 
strength is her work ethic, 
but she says she is often very 
critical of herself. She consid-

ers herself humble, deter-
mined and kind. Her favorite 
teachers are Coach Pruitt and 
Coach Davidson. Phillips is 
involved in softball, basket-
ball, NHS and PALS. She has 
also played select softball for 
the Black Widows team, has 
been a youth group leader 
and was a Beautiful Feet 
Ministries volunteer. 

Jade Robinson is the 
daughter of Amy and Robert 
Robinson. She has a GPA of 
101.07 and is ranked 34th in 
her class. Robinson is inter-
ested in studying pre-law at 
Texas Tech or the University 
of Mississippi and hopes to 
eventually become a lawyer. 
She is proud of her high GPA 
and A-honor roll status. She 

considers her time manage-
ment and determination to be 
two of her major strengths. 
She sees her short atten-
tion span and indecisiveness 
as her biggest weaknesses. 
She considers herself de-
termined, kind and helpful. 
Her favorite teachers are Mr. 
Prather, Mrs. Hopkins and 
Mrs. Jones. She is punctual, 
always on time. She ranked 
fourth place in the UIL State 
Cheer competition and re-
ceived the 3D (determined, 
disciplined and dedicated) 
Award. She loves reading 
and has worked at The Cheer 
Connection and Color Crop 
Nursery. 

COURTESY AISD

Left to right: AHS Principal Nate Driver, February Rotary students of the month Brandie Phillips, Alan Hard, Anahi Patricia Colmenero, 
Mason O’Daniel, Jade Robinson and Rotary President Bob Buckel.

321 W. Main Street, Azle 321 W. Main Street, Azle 
817-270-3340817-270-3340

tricountyreporter.comtricountyreporter.comtricountyreporter.com
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HOPPER
ANDY
CONSERVATIVE REPUBLICAN

FOR TEXAS HOUSE

END DEMOCRAT-LED COMMITTEES IN THE TEXAS HOUSE
END SKYROCKETING PROPERTY TAXES
END INDOCTRINATION OF OUR CHILDREN
END CHINESE COMMUNIST OWNERSHIP OF TEXAS LAND
END UNCONSTITUTIONAL GUN RESTRICTIONS
END EXPANSIVE EXECUTIVE EMERGENCY POWERS
END DESTRUCTIVE ESG POLICIES
END RACE-BASED PRACTICES IN OUR UNIVERSITIES
END MONUMENT DESTRUCTION

OUR SOUTHERN BORDER
ELECTION INTEGRITY & TRANSPARENCY
MEDICAL FREEDOM
TEXAS SOVEREIGNTY
TEXAS ENERGY INDEPENDENCE
EDUCATION FREEDOM & PARENTAL RIGHTS
ENACT TERM LIMITS
INNOCENT LIFE FROM CONCEPTION UNTIL
NATURAL DEATH

POL. ADV. BY ANDY HOPPER

Senior Spotlight
Adult Activity Center offers hot meals
and programs through March

JACKIE “JJ” JOY 
jackie@mealsonwheels.org

AZLE — If you are looking 
for a safe place to meet your 
friends, or make new friends, 
the Azle Adult Activity 
Center (Senior Center), is the 
ideal place. Located at 601 
Southeast Parkway, in Ash 
Creek Park, you will find the 
center open weekdays from 
9 a.m. till 1:30 p.m.

At 11:30 a.m. Monday 
through Friday, hot nutri-
tious meals are served. You 
can choose between two op-
tions, menu A or menu B. 
Please call 817-444-0070 by 
9:30 a.m. the day before you 
would like to eat to place 
your order. You will find our 

menu on the City of Azle 
website at www.cityofazle.
org or you may pick one up 
at the center.

Along with our weekly ac-
tivities, such as Bible study, 
Bridge and daily nutritious 
meals, we look forward to 
some special celebrations as 
well. Since St. Patrick’s Day 
is on a Sunday this year, we 
will celebrate on Thursday, 
March 14. There will be a 
prize for the man and wom-
an with the best St. Patrick’s 

Day look.
On Friday, March 15, AARP 

will be here for the Safe 
Driving course. Offered ev-
ery other month, this is an 
opportunity to learn about 
new laws and ways to stay 
safe on the roads. The cost 
is $20 for AARP members 
and $25 for non-members. 
Class starts at 9 a.m. and 
concludes by 1:30 p.m. with 
a 30-minute lunch break at 
11:30 a.m. However, you will 
need to arrive by 8:45 a.m. to 

complete the required forms 
to receive your certificate. 
Please call the center at 817-
444-0070 by Wednesday, 
March 13, to make a reserva-
tion. Note: Call your insur-
ance company for a possible 
discount for taking the class.

A special thank you goes 
to Care-n-Care Insurance for 
all the years they have part-
nered with the center. They 
have sponsored our birth-
day/anniversary celebra-
tions for years, even through 

the pandemic. When we were 
giving out grab-n-go meal 
boxes, representatives came 
once a month and gave out 
cupcakes. There have also 
been special presentations 
such as Fall Prevention and 
Medicare benefits.

While we will still see Care-
n-Care at times, our birth-
day/anniversary celebra-
tions on the third Thursday 
of each month will now be 
sponsored by Mutual of 
Omaha. Greg Runnebaum 
will also call bingo and 
provide a special “black-
out” prize. But it doesn’t 
end there. On March 21, at 
11 a.m., Greg will make a 
presentation on Reverse 
Mortgages. So come help us 

make him welcome.
Local award-winning gos-

pel singer John Webster has 
been a strong supporter 
of the Azle Adult Activity 
Center for a lot of years. He 
has done fundraising, special 
music and even sponsored 
pizza for us. On March 27, 
he will be back to help us 
celebrate Easter. The music 
starts at 10:30 a.m. and will 
go till lunch.

As a final note, the center 
will be closed March 29 for 
Good Friday. We will reopen 
Monday, April 1 at our nor-
mal time. If you wish to or-
der a meal for that Monday, 
please have it called in by 9 
a.m. Thursday, March 28.

Hope to see you soon!

6925 Liberty School Tap Rd. • 817-444-1622
www.westbaymarinatx.com

Please check out our website for park rules and RV site application

Enjoy the beauty and tranquility 
of Eagle Mountain Lake.

Big D’s BBQ 
Restaurant 

& Bar
Opening

March 2024
EAGLE MOUNTAIN LAKE,  TEXASEAGLE MOUNTAIN LAKE,  TEXAS

• Over 180 RV spaces w/water, sewer and 30/50 amp electricity

• Monthly rates starting at $580, including all utilities,
up to $75 in electricity

• Weekly rates starting at $315.00 per week

• Newly built launch ramp extended into deeper water

• New storage units with concrete floors and specially built doors 
to open enough for wakeboard boat with the towers up. 14x35’ & 
17x50’ also including annual boat launch.

• Full service fuel dock with pump-out

• Boating/RV supplies available at the Ship’s Store 7 days a week

• Swimming beach (for tenants only)

• Covered boatslips starting at $300 per month

Free
WiFi!

McKee named
to elite list
STAFF REPORTS

BROWNWOOD, TEXAS 
— Kellen McKee of Azle 
was one of 214 students 
recognized for academ-
ic excellence for the fall 
2023 semester at Howard 
Payne University. McKee 
earned the college’s highest 

academic honor, landing a 
spot on its President’s List. 
Students must earn a 4.0 
grade point average to be 
named to the President’s 
List. To be eligible, stu-
dents must be enrolled in 
12 or more semester credit 
hours and have no grade 

of Fail (F), No Grade (NG) or 
Incomplete Grade (I) for all 
courses attempted. Howard 
Payne University is a pri-
vate Baptist university in 
Brownwood. It is affiliated 
with the Baptist General 
Convention of Texas.

Subscribe Today!Subscribe Today!

817-270-3340817-270-3340
www.tricountyreporter.netwww.tricountyreporter.net

FOR 
ONE 
YEAR

$$4040
ONLINE

FOR 
ONE 
YEAR

$$5050
IN-COUNTY
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A church alive is worth the drive! For more information or rates on listing your church, call Jessica at 817-270-3340

THE ABBEY CHURCH 
Pastor: Paul Brownback 

10400 Jacksboro Hwy 817-238-1404  
www.TheAbbeyChurch.com 

Morning Worship ���������������������������10:30 am 
Community Groups ��������������� Various Times

ASH CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH 
Pastor: Dr� G� Wesley Shotwell 

300 South Stewart St� 817-444-3219 
www.ashcreekbc.org 

Sunday School ��������������������������������9:30 am 
Contemporary Worship-TMP ���������10:45 am 
Traditional Worship  ����������������������10:45 am 
Evening Worship/Youth Refuge ��������6:00 pm 
Wednesday Evening ������������������������6:15 pm 

AZLE FIRST ASSEMBLY of GOD 
Rev� Joshua Lowrance 

1020 S�E� Parkway, Azle 817-237-4903 
Sunday School ��������������������������������9:30 am 
Morning Worship ���������������������������10:30 am 
Wednesday Evening ������������������������7:00 pm

COMMUNITY BIBLE FELLOWSHIP CHURCH 
Pastor - Alton Davis 817-521-4510 

1405 Reynolds Rd�, Azle 817-444-7117 
Directions: 730 N� to 1542 �5 mi� right  

on Cardinal, left on Reynolds 
Sunday School ��������������������������������9:45 am 
Morning Worship ���������������������������11:00 am 
Sunday Evening ������������������������������6:00 pm 
Wednesday Evening ������������������������7:00 pm

AZLE CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
DISCIPLES OF CHRIST 

Interim Minister Rev� Russell Clark, 
Family Life Minister Emerson Braun 

117 Church St� • 817-444-3527 
Sunday School ������������������������������10:00 am 
Morning Worship ���������������������������11:00 am 

CORNERSTONE COMMUNITY CHURCH 
2233 Hwy 199 E�, Springtown 

817-221-LIFE (5433)  
Sunday Worship Service ���������������10:00 am 
Wednesday �������������������������������������7:00 pm

CROSSROADS BAPTIST CHURCH 
Pastor - Jon Baker 

Corner FM 730S & FM 1886 817-755-0279 
Transportation Available 

Worship Service ����������������������������10:30 am 
Wed� Prayer Service ������������������������7:00 pm

THE EDGE CHURCH - AZLE 
1313 S�E� Pkwy, Azle 817-237-4822 

Missouri Synod 
“Love God - Serve Others - Share Jesus” 

Traditional Worship �������������������������9:30 am 
Contemporary Worship������������������11:00 am

FIRST METHODIST CHURCH OF AZLE 
Pastor: Rev� Raymond Gilman 

200 Church St�, Azle 817-444-3323 
Morn� Worship �������������������8:30 & 10:45 am 
Sunday School �������������������������������9:45  am 
Youth ����������������5:00 pm Sun & 6:30 pm Wed

GRACEPOINTE CHURCH 
4110 E� Hwy 199, Springtown

Pastor: Timothy McKeown 
817-221-5683 gracepointesbc.org

Sunday School �������������������������������9:45 am 
Sunday Service �����������������������������11:00 am 
Wednesday Bible Study ������������������6:00 pm

HOLY TRINITY CATHOLIC CHURCH 
800 Highcrest Dr� -  Azle 817-444-3063 

Saturday �����������������������������������������5:00 pm 
Sunday �������������������������������������������9:00 am 
Sunday �������������������������������11 am (Spanish) 
Daily Mass (M, T, Th, F) �������������������8:00 am 
Wednesday Mass Religious ED �������6:30 pm 
Confessions �����������������������������������Sat 4 pm

HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH ELCA 
4795 E� Hwy 199 - Reno 817-221-HOPE 

Follow us on Facebook for streaming services 
Sunday School ��������������������������������9:00 am 
Traditional Service ������������������������10:00 am

SOLID ROCK BIBLE CHURCH 
591 S� Reno Rd, , Springtown, Texas 76082 

Pastor - Bill Gay - 817-304-7443 
Coffee and Donuts ��������������������������9:00 am 
Sunday School ��������������������������������9:30 am 
Morning Worship ���������������������������10:30 am 

Children’s Church After Music Service 
Wed� Prayer Meeting �����������������������6:30 pm 
Wed� Bible Study �����������������������������7:00 pm

LEGACY CHURCH 
Assembly of God Church 
Pastor: Gary D� Veazey 

Hwy� 199 & Jaybird Lane 817-221-2983 
Morning Worship ����������������9:15 & 11:00 am 
Kidz Zone���������������������������9:15 & 11:00 am 
Weds Evening Legacy Group Legacy Youth, Kids  
All Services �������������������������������������7:00 pm

THE RANCH CHRISTIAN COWBOY CHURCH 
Pastor: Greg Slankard 

7955 Reed Rd�, Azle 682-327-7082 
www.TheRanchCCC.org 

Sunday School 9:30 am • Worship 10:00 am 
Weds 7:00 pm • Thurs Potluck 6:30 pm
SILVER CREEK METHODIST CHURCH 

Pastor: Bill Killough 
2200 Church Rd�, Azle 817-444-1382 

www.silvercreekmc.org 
Sunday School 9:30 am • Worship 10:30 am

SILVER CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH 
Pastor:  Jay Ditty   

Minister of Music: David Musick 
Corner FM 730 S� & Veal Station Rd� 

Church 817-444-2325  
www.silvercreekbc.org  

Sunday School �������������������������������9:45  am 
Morning Worship ���������������������������10:50 am 
Evening Worship �����������������������������6:00 pm 
Wed� Prayer Service ������������������������7:00 pm

THE WORD@LAKESIDE CHURCH OF GOD 
9396 FM 1886 Fort Worth, TX 76135 

817-237-5500 
thewordatlakeside�com 

Pastors: Brandon and Kelly Bohannon 
Worship Pastor: Christen Moody 

Family Life and Young Adult Pastors: Jodie 
and Mark James, Kids Pastor: Katie Pearson, 

Student Pastors: Taylor and Sheridan 
Tomlin, Creative Directors: Logan and Carrie 

Edwards, Connections Coordinators: 
Preston and Ashley Larrew

Equip Sunday School 
at the WORD �������������������������������� 9:30 AM 
Empower Worship 
at the WORD ������������������������������ 10:45 AM 
Kids at the WORD����������������������� 10:45 AM 
PreK at the WORD ���������������������� 10:45 AM 
Emanate at the WORD  
(Special Needs Ministry) ������������ 10:45 AM 
Nursery at the WORD ����������������� 10:45 AM 
Young Adults at the WORD ����������� 6:00 PM 
Wednesdays 
Adult Bible Class �������������������������� 7:00 PM 
The WORD Students 
(6th-12th grades) ������������������������� 6:30 PM 
Awana Kids at the WORD  ������������ 6:30 PM 
Life at the WORD Life Groups Various Times

... ATTEND THE CHURCH OF YOUR CHOICE THIS SUNDAY

James R. Plowman 
Norma Plowman
913 N. Elm St.  

Weatherford, TX 76086
www.galbreaithpickard.com

1-800-593-2747

817-594-2747 • FAX 817-596-7803

Azle • Springtown • Mineral Wells • Weatherford
817-444-3211 • www.whitesfuneral.com

Our family serving your family since 1908

• Full Service
Funeral Home

• Cremation
Services

• Pre-Need
Plans

Bob White,
Anita White & 
Zack Bellenger

The Tri-County Reporter, 
Thursday Feb 29, 2024

Ann Taylor
1938-2024

Ann Elizabeth Taylor 
passed away peacefully 
Wednesday, Feb. 14, 2024. 

Ann was born Aug. 20, 
1938, to William E. and 
Margery H. (Parker) Taylor. 
She grew up in Glen Rose and 
later moved to Fort Worth 
where she graduated from 
Poly Tech High School in 
1956. 

Shortly after graduation, 
Ann worked for the U.S. gov-
ernment and was assigned 
in Sweden. While there, 
she mastered the Swedish 
language. 

She married in 1967 and 
became a mother to Lee in 
1968. She then became one 
of the first women air traffic 
controllers in the U.S. in the 
late 1960s. 

In 1977 she became a real-
tor and worked in the real es-
tate industry and completed 
her bachelor’s degree in busi-
ness in 1985. 

Ann was sharp minded and 
witty. She enjoyed oil paint-
ing and crossword puzzles. 

She was politically active and 
engaged throughout her life. 

Ann is preceded in death by 
her parents, and her brother, 
Tom Taylor.

Ann is survived by her 
son, Lee Taylor and his wife 
Chrissy; grandchildren, 
Sydney, Hayden and Lily, 
along with many extended 
family and friends. She will 
be dearly missed by all who 
know her.

OBITUARIES
discharging a firearm and 
credit card abuse.

The Tarrant County 
Medical Examiner’s office 
lists Anderton’s cause of 
death as bromazolam and 
fentanyl toxicity, under new 
language rolled out in HB 
6. Anderton was declared 
dead after he was taken 
to a Texas Health Harris 
Methodist Hospital Hurst-
Euless-Bedford emergency 
room. Anderton’s family 
held a life memorial Feb. 
3 and family friends have 
created a Go-Fund-Me cam-
paign for funeral expens-
es, raising over $6,000 at 
www.gofundme.com/f/
dustin-anderton. 

Bromazolam is a non-
medical benzodiazepine 
drug that has become in-
creasingly popular in recent 
years. In the summer of 
2022, the U.S. Department 
of Justice saw a signifi-

MURDER
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cant uptick in bromazolam 
seizures across the United 
States. This trend is be-
lieved to largely be driven 
by the similarly increasing 
use of fentanyl, with which 
the drug is often paired. 
Opioids mixed with brom-
azolam are sometimes sold 
at the street level under 
the name “benzo-dope.” 
In an August 2023 study, 
the Indiana Department of 
Health reported that brom-
azolam made up 73% of all 
designer benzodiazepines 
found in toxicology reports 
in the first half of 2023. 
Of the over 1,000 samples 
containing bromazolam re-
ported between January and 
June 2023, 83% also tested 
positive for fentanyl. 

In 2023, the Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention reported the 
overdose death rate exceed-
ed 112,000 in a 12-month 
period for the first time 
ever. Approximately 70% of 
those deaths are believed to 
be caused by fentanyl. 

How do you do?

IMAGE COURTESY ST. MARTIN’S PRESS

“How to Win Friends and Infl uence Fungi: Collected Quirks of Science, Tech, Engineering, and 
Math from Nerd Night” by Dr. Chris Balakrishnan & Matt Wasowski, illustrations by Kristen Orr. 
c.2024, St. Martin’s Press, $30.00, 320 pages

“How to Win Friends and
Influence Fungi”

BY TERRI SCHLICHENMEYER 
Special to the Tri-County Reporter

Howdy. Hey, there. Hello. 
Hi, how are you? It’s polite to 
greet people when you meet 
them for the first time, and 
respectful, too. Furthermore, 
it’s human nature to want to be 
liked, to find common ground 
and get along. Read the new 
book “How to Win Friends and 
Influence Fungi,” edited by Dr. 
Chris Balakrishnam and Matt 
Wasowski, illustrations by 
Kristen Orr, and you can happily 
be a bit of a know-it-all, too.

Twenty-one years ago, a group 
of nerds got together to offer 
one another short “presenta-
tions” on esoteric topics and 
eventually, “Nerd Night” grew 
and spread around the world. 
Seriously, how could a nerdy 
knowledge gathering like that 
get any better? 

Well, some of the presenta-
tions went up on YouTube. 
Others made it into this book.

If you’ve ever served in the 
deserts of Kuwait, for instance, 
you know that mythology about 
camel spiders is mostly an exag-
geration. The creatures are big, 
but not all that big. They can’t 
jump super-long distances. They 
aren’t really even spiders. Oh, 
but they’ll chase you — though 
not for the reasons you’ve heard.

Or take, for instance, a glass of 
moo-juice. You’ve been taught all 
your life that only mammals give 
milk, but that’s not exactly a fact. 
By definition, birds, sharks, in-
sects, even worms nourish their 
young with a form of “milk.”

Trap-jaw ants and stomato-
pods can bring a world of hurt 
to your body. People who have 
misophonia can’t tolerate the 
sound of your breathing; people 
with synesthesia might be able 
to taste it. There’s a reason why 
some letters get lost in words 
we pronounce correctly. NASA 
is working on ways to recycle 
astronauts’ solid waste for fuel, 
but you don’t have control of 
your bladder. A real grizzly bear 
inspired the California state flag. 
Chances are, “you will probably 
not survive the next mass extinc-
tion [but] spiders and gophers 
will.” 

And when that end finally hap-
pens to you, embalming won’t 
preserve you forever...

When was the last time you 
had pure, light-hearted, smart-
aleck, gee-whiz, smack-your-
forehead, geeky goodness from 
a book? If it’s been awhile, 

you’ll want to find “How to Win 
Friends and Influence Fungi” 
now.

You won’t be sorry you did, 
once you dip into the facts 
you didn’t know you need-
ed to know, offered to you 
informally here, and with a 
slice of sarcasm. Authors Dr. 
Chris Balakrishnan and Matt 
Wasowski break their book 
down into eleven basic catego-
ries, but the knowledge inside 
it runs from arthropods to 
World War Z and lots of other 
subjects in between. Each 
brief chapter comes from an 
expert on the topic at hand — 
or, at the very least, some-
one who had reason, for 
instance, to wander down 
a rabbit-hole of maggots, 
meteorites, romance-by-
spreadsheet and zombies in 
your laundry room.

“How to Win Friends and 
Influence Fungi” is per-
fect for fun guys and gals 
ages 15 to adult. Expect to 
learn, expect to laugh, and 
expect to have your eyes 
opened. Get it and say 
“hello” to a good read.

BOOK REVIEW

To place an obituary

Call 817-270-3340
or email us at:
info@tricountyreporter.com
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Where’s the beef? Azle Rotary
hosts steak cookoff
Steak Cookoff Assn. founders speak
about March 9 Lakeside event

ZACH FREEMAN 
azlereporter@tricountyreporter.com

AZLE — The world of com-
petitive grilling is a high 
“steaks” game, and profes-
sionals and amateurs alike 
will go head-to-head in a 
cook-off for the ages at the 
first-ever Rotary Club of 
Azle Steak Cookoff Saturday, 
March 9. The Steak Cookoff 
Association event will be 
held in the lot next door 
to Lakeside Plaza, at 8501 
Jacksboro Highway — under-
neath the digital billboard — 
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

The SCA comes from 
our own little corner of 
North Texas, with offices at 
Lakeside Plaza, but has ex-
panded to become a world-
wide phenomenon. The or-
ganization’s co-founder and 
mayor, Ken Phillips, has been 
an Azle resident since 2007 
and is originally from nearby 
Bedford. 

SCA often partners with 
local community service or-
ganizations for its events. 
In addition to being a great 
way for attendees to show 
off their cooking skills and 
have fun, funds raised at the 
Lakeside event will benefit 
Azle’s Rotary Club. Rotary 
Club International recog-
nizes youth and engages in 
community service projects 
around the world. In Azle, it 
recognizes high school stu-
dents for their accomplish-
ments each month, provides 
scholarships, and supports 
student organizations like 
the Interact Club, which 
works on service projects to 
feed the hungry. Azle Rotary 
President Bob Buckel is ex-
cited to be a part of bringing 
Academy 4 to Azle ISD next 
year in a program which con-
nects volunteer mentors to 
fourth grade students. 

The SCA began 11 years 
ago, and this year marks the 
organization’s 10th annual 
championship event. Winners 
of the Lakeside grill-off will 
join competitors from nearly 
600 teams from all over the 
world at the March 14-17 
championship contest at 
Will Rogers Memorial Center 
in Fort Worth. Participants 
hail from 18 countries and 
46 U.S. states. The winner of 
the championship event will 
be awarded a “super bowl” 
style ring and a $10,000 prize 
check. SCA is one of the only 
events of its kind to provide 
steaks — in this case pur-
chased by the Rotary Club — 
to the contestants for grilling 
in order to create a more level 
playing field. Salt brine, sous 
vide, marinade or dry rub, 
each contestant cooks their 
steak in the style and manner 
of their choosing.

“Anybody has a chance,” 
SCA co-founder Brett 
Gallaway said. “Eighty per-
cent of the country has some 
sort of grill in their back-
yard. That’s kind of what 
got us started with SCA. 
When you start a fire, people 
gather. Once you start cook-
ing people come out. Ken 
and I started our first cook 
team together. We started 
this thing on a whim. There 
were nine steak cookoffs in 
the world. Last year we had 
563 of them. People just love 
cooking. Anyone can win our 
events, it’s not just the guys 
that come out every week.”

Past SCA champions have 
ranged in age from 13 to 86. 

“When you put your arm 
around an 81-year-old man 
who just won his first event 
and he’s trembling, some-
thing’s going right,” Gallaway 
said. 

SCA contests bring more 
than just steaks to the table. 

The Rotary Club of Azle Steak 
Cookoff will feature appetiz-
ers as its ancillary category. 
Past ancillary categories have 
included chicken wings, chili, 
ribs and much more. The 
ancillary categories not only 
help broaden the appeal for 
potential applicant cooks, 
but it also serves the larger 
SCA message that anyone 
can cook. Last year’s ancillary 
champion had a less-than tra-
ditional approach to his dish, 
tacos. 

“A gentleman from the 
Netherlands who had never 
ate a taco went to Walmart, 
bought his supplies and beat 
220 other teams that day,” 
Gallaway said. “Evidently, 
YouTube is very good at 
teaching tacos.”

The first-place prize for the 
grill-off is $1,000, $400 for 
second place, $250 for third, 
$150 for fourth, and $25 for 
sixth through 10th place win-
ners. The payout for the win-
ner of the ancillary category 
is $125. 

It costs $160 to enter a 
steak in A or B rounds, or 
$320 to enter both. It is $25 
to enter an appetizer in the 
ancillary round. With two 
rounds, contestants have 20 
chances to win money. The 
Rotary Club will also conduct 
raffles for cash and prizes at 
the event, including a payout 
of 50% of the proceeds raised 
that day and a large basket 
of various bottles of whis-
key. The remaining 50% of 
proceeds will go to the Rotary 
Club of Azle. 

The event would not be 
made possible without 
the support of a number 
of local sponsors includ-
ing WHECO Controls, NBT 
Financial, Azle Dental Care, 
Community Waste Disposal, 
Ace Hardware of Azle, Eagle 
Mountain Realty, the Tri-

County Reporter, and Jay 
and Michele Ewing. To find 
more information or to en-
ter, go to steakcookoffs.
com or call Rotary organizer 
Debra Jenkins at 817-832-
3663 or send her an email 
at debrajenkins49@gmail.
com. Contestants can enter a 
team until the end of the day 

The basket of whiskey that will be raffl  ed off  as one of the event’s prizes.

ZACH FREEMAN | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

L-R: Brett Gallaway and Ken Phillips at a February Azle Area Chamber of Commerce Luncheon.

March 8.
“Look around you, there’s 

a winner amongst you,” 
Phillips said to a crowd of 
Azle chamber luncheon at-
tendees. “Somebody once de-
scribed our event as a tailgate 
party meets a family reunion. 
It’s a really fun day. First 
timers win a lot. People just 

bring their grills. It’s a great 
way to spend the day with 
your neighbors, your friends, 
and your family. I know a lot 
of people bring their kids 
and their extended family to 
cheer them on. Everyone has 
a good time, even the people 
that don’t win.” 

Is Proud To Announce The Winners of the 17th Annual

azle’s

awards
People’s Choice

FAVORITE CATERERFAVORITE EVENT VENUE

FAVORITE NON-PROFIT

GOOD N.E.W.S.
MATT
ADAMS

JACK
NOAH

FAVORITE INSURANCE AGENCY

HALEY CARTER STATE FARM AZLE DEER COVE CAITLYN’S CATERING

FAVORITE 
AISD 
EMPLOYEE

FAVORITE 
CITY OF 
AZLE 
EMPLOYEE
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PD. POL. ADV. BY GLENN ROGERS CAMPAIGN

Early Voting: February 20-March 1 
Election Day: Tuesday, March 5, 2024

DON’T LET 
MIKE OLCOTT 

SPEND 
YOUR TAX 
DOLLARS 

ON 
ILLEGAL 

IMMIGRANTS

VOTE FOR

TO STOP THIS FROM HAPPENING

Mike supports 
a plan that 
gives 
your tax 
dollars 
directly to 
illegal 
immigrants 
through 
school 
vouchers

$200 Cash
Bluebonnet T-Shirt

Year long subscription to the
Tri-County Reporter

Submitted photo on front page
and feature story
*announced on April 26

CLICK TO SUBMIT

Visit our website for more info
www.tricountyreporter.com

All submitted photos to be featured on the
Tri-County Reporter website with winners chosen weekly.

Weekly winners will receive a Bluebonnet T-Shirt,
their photo featured on social media, 

and a free subscription to the newspaper!

MARCH 18 - APRIL 22

WINNERS SELECTED WEEKLY

Community Waste Disposal.com
Since 1984

Springtown Daddy 
Daughter Dance

PHOTOS COURTESY OF KIM WEBSTER 

Springtown Band Backers, which supports the Springtown High School marching band Sound of 
Springtown, has hosted the Annual Daddy Daughter Dance for over 10 years. The money raised from 
this event will go to help the Springtown ISD band programs.
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Optimist
Club of Azle

Meets every 
FRIDAY at 6:45 am

Moe’s Country Kitchen 
316 W. Main, Azle

Rotary
Club 

of Azle
MEETS AT NOON 

THURSDAY
412 Commerce St. 

(across from Azle Post Office)

Addiction wants to destroy 
you & everyone around you.

The Finish Line

With Jesus there 
is Victory over 
addiction.
GET BACK IN 
THE RACE!

Meetings held every Friday from
7:30pm-9:30pm at The Church at Azle

1801 S. Stewart • Azle • 817-401-8513 
www.ourfinishline.com

Floor School or Work 
7:30 PM 

THURSDAY NIGHT
Kenny Patrick- Worshipful Master

Chris Akers - Secretary
Clint Hall - Treasurer

Azle Lodge
No. 601

817-444-2300
412 Commerce St.

Volunteer Caregiver 
Training Classes

Classes open to 
public at no charge

Good N.E.W.S.

Our 
Volunteers 

Make a 
Difference!

Caregiver Volunteer Meeting
1st Monday of 

Each Month at 6pm

Living at Home Block Nurse Program

Meets 2nd TUESDAY 6:30 PM 

412 Commerce, Azle 
e-clubhouse.org/sites/azle_tk/

Jamie Westbrook - president 
817-550-7625

Azle Lion’s Club
Volunteers Needed 

TexasHealth.org/ 
Volunteer/Our-Process

RAINBOW INN GIFT SHOP 
Inside Hospital 108 Denver Trail 

Azle 817-444-8651
ATTIC RERUNS 

NOW OPEN! FRI 9-4 SAT 9-1 
714 SE Pkwy Azle 817-270-3690

CLUB or 
ORGANIZATION 

meeting?

Only $125 
for 52 weeks 

of advertising

Call for details:
817-270-3340

Daily meetings at Noon & 6:30 pm 
Sunday at 3 pm

229 S. Stewart St. • Azle
817-332-3533

Faced with a 
DRINKING Problem?

Perhaps Alcoholics Anonymous can HELP.

10328 Jacksboro Hwy
Fort Worth TX 76135

817-237-1819
www.emphc.org

Tues 9 - 3 pm • Thurs 12-6 pm
Se Habla eSpañol

Clubs and Clubs and 
OrganizationsOrganizations

Concerned about 
someone with an addiction?

Meetings Mon & Fri 6:30 pm
229 S. Stewart St. (left door) Azle

www.al-anon.org
azlesanctuaryafg@gmail.com

Leading People to Jesus Christ 
through the 12 Step Program 

alongside the Biblical Principals

120 E. Main St., Azle, TX 
Tuesdays 7-8:15 pm

For info contact Greg S. 
817-851-8648

COMMUNITY CHURCH

Christian Leaders partnering together 
with one voice to impact our culture for 

Christ. We celebrate unity amidst diversity 
as we pastor our community.

Luncheon meetings 
11:45 a.m. - 1 p.m. 2nd Tues of each 

month; location varies.
See www.azlema.com or email 

director@azlema.com for additional 
information.

817-200-4611

Love God. Love People. Love Your City.
Dream Center open 9-3 M-F 

11698 FM730 S. Azle
FOR QUESTIONS CALL:

833-4WE-SERV
servolutionnetwork.com

*rounded to nearest cent SOURCE: PARKER COUNTY APPRAISAL DISTRICT
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Parker County-area school district tax rate comparison

2023 TAX RATE*

of four failed bond elections 
meant to add a new campus 
and accommodate rising 
enrollment. 

Rivera said his 2023 tax bill 
was about $6,500, thousands 
more than what he paid for 
property taxes in California. 
For him, paying the bill isn’t 
the issue, though he does 
know people who are con-
cerned about being priced 
out of their homes; it’s the 
principle of it. 

“Something doesn’t seem 
right about paying that much 
money for property tax when 
we don’t get any benefit from 
it either,” Rivera said. “We 
don’t have any kids in the 
(school) system, so is there 
no consideration for that?”

Yet, Rivera doesn’t want to 
sound selfish. He has listened 
to and sympathized with 
bond supporters. 

“They apparently don’t 
mind the raising of taxes 
because it’s going to the 
schools, and I understand 
that, and their children are 
still in school, so they want 
the best for their kids, and I 
totally understand that,” he 
said. “If I was in that situa-
tion, I would feel the same 
way. But I’m not.”

Rivera even said he thinks 
SISD’s bond proposal is 
necessary to accommodate 
growth. As far as he can tell 
from working in the interme-
diate school’s cafeteria, there 
are multiple lunch periods 
that seem well-managed and 
not exactly overcrowded. 
However, he said more space 
will be needed if enrollment 
continues to increase as pro-
jected. Still, he can’t bring 
himself to support a property 
tax increase for a project that 
doesn’t directly benefit him 
or his family. 

“I want to be part of the 
community,” Rivera said. “I 
want to help the community. 
I want to help the school dis-
trict, but I’m just conflicted.” 

The November 2023 bond 
election, if passed, was pro-
jected to increase the tax 
rate that SISD’s board set in 
August, which was lowered 
by about 18 cents. However, 
the new tax rate brought 
on by a successful election 
would have been about a cent 
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less than the previous year’s 
rate. 

Jessica Castro, who gradu-
ated from Springtown 
schools and has had chil-
dren who were educated in 
SISD, isn’t buying that higher 
property taxes are a legiti-
mate reason for not support-
ing the school district’s bond 
proposal.  

“Are we really putting a 
price on our children’s edu-
cation and the comfort level 
that they have at school?” 
Castro said. 

Rivera is not alone in his 
reasoning. After SISD’s bond 
election failed in November, 
multiple people posted on 
Facebook about their op-
position to bond, and many 
of them cited high property 
taxes in their logic. 

“People are worried about 
losing their homes,” SISD 
Superintendent Shane 
Strickland said. “They’re wor-
ried about losing their small 
businesses. We’ve heard 
from some of those commu-
nity members, and if they’re 
having to make a choice of 
whether it’s going to impact 
them and their family, they’re 
not going to vote ‘yes,’ and 
that’s just kind of the state of 
the economy right now. We’re 
not mad at those people for 
it, but we still have our issues 
that we’re dealing with and 
the way that school finance 
is built right now, this is our 
only way of being able to 
build a new building.”

One of the people who 
posted on Facebook after 
the November bond election 
failed was Andrew Kloster, 
who has lived outside 
Springtown in unincorporat-
ed Parker County since March 
2022 and pays taxes to the 
school district. On Facebook, 
Kloster wrote, “It’s time for 
this school board to be fis-
cally responsible.” He said his 
comment was inspired by his 
property taxes doubling. 

“We cannot continuously 
increase property taxes,” 
Kloster said. “It becomes too 
expensive for people if it goes 
up every single year. Plus, the 
school district gets the larg-
est sum of the tax revenue. 
These government employ-
ees always want to spend, 
spend, spend and raise taxes. 
They don’t care about the 
repercussions. I’m still work-
ing, and it’s still hard on me. 

What about people that are 
on fixed incomes and can’t 
afford $200-$300 a month in 
increased taxes? It’s just too 
much.”

School Board President 
Rick Beall said he shares the 
frustrations of other prop-
erty owners in town and 
pointed out that lowering the 
tax rate has been a priority 
for the board.  

“I’m also a taxpayer, and 
I understand,” Beall said. 
“That’s always forefront 
in every one of these trust-
ees’ minds that we want to 
make sure we’re doing what’s 
best for our stakeholders. 
Unfortunately, these things 
cost money. I wish there was 
a better way to do it, that we 
didn’t have to do it this way. 
But it is the hand that we’re 
dealt, and it’s the only way we 
can go forward.”  

While the price of prop-
erty taxes in Springtown may 
differ from other parts of 
the country, Samco Capital 
senior managing director 
Douglas Whitt said SISD’s 
taxes are not generally higher 
than other growing North 
Texas suburbs. 

“(SISD’s) facility needs are 
well demonstrated,” said 
Whitt, who has served as a fi-
nancial adviser to the district. 
“Their bond plan to address 
those needs is necessary by 
state law and by how schools 
are funded in Texas and well 
within the scope of bond pro-
grams in Texas.”

That said, property taxes in 
the Springtown area are not 
cheap. 

BILLS, BILLS, BILLS
According to the Parker 

County Appraisal District, 
the average market value of a 
home in the SISD area, which 
extends far past the city of 
Springtown’s boundaries, is 
$340,479 before exemptions 
and caps. When this figure 
is plugged into the appraisal 
district’s property tax calcu-
lator for Springtown, it yields 
a 2023 tax bill of $5,875.15 
with the homestead exemp-
tion and a bill of $6,834.63 
without exemptions. Keep 
in mind that Texas vot-
ers approved increasing 
the homestead exemption 
from $40,000 to $100,000 in 
November, and this change 
applied to 2023 tax bills. 

People who live in SISD’s 
territory don’t just pay taxes 
to the school district but also 
to the city, county, emer-
gency services and hospital 
districts and Weatherford 
College, depending on where 
they live. But the lion’s 
share of the money paid 
goes to SISD, which receives 
$2,303.31 from an exempted 
property with a market value 
of $340,479 and $3,261.11 
on the same property with-
out exemptions, according 
to the appraisal district’s tax 
calculator. 

The average market value 
of a home in SISD increased 
between 2022 and 2023 
from $236,937 to $340,479. 
Rising property values can be 
caused by economic growth, 
population increase, job op-
portunities and demand for 
real estate, Parker County 
Appraisal District Deputy 

Chief Appraiser Troy Hanson 
said.

“Additionally, low interest 
rates and a limited hous-
ing supply can contribute to 
increased demand, putting 
upward pressure on prices,” 
Hanson said. “We study these 
various factors and trends 
and adjust our appraisals 
according.”  

Hanson pointed out that 
the appraisal district reap-
praises properties every 
other year to coincide with 
the School District Property 
Value Study, a state audit 
that “ensur(es) that property 
values are at or near 100% 
market value for equitable 
distribution of state funding 
for public education.”

Though school boards 
don’t appraise homes, they 
do set the district’s tax rate. 
In the past 10 years, SISD’s 
tax rate has either stayed the 
same or decreased. This in-
cludes a significant decrease 
last year when the school 
board lowered the rate from 
about $1.43 per $100 valua-
tion to about $0.96 per $100 
valuation because of tax rate 
compression enacted by the 
Texas Legislature. In compar-
ison to other Parker County 
area school districts, SISD’s 
tax rate is below the median 
in 2021, 2022 and 2023 with 
Brock ISD and Aledo ISD 
having the highest rates and 
Garner ISD with the lowest. 

Strickland hoped the in-
creased homestead exemp-
tion and the fact that the 
district’s tax rate would have 
been a penny less than the 
2022 rate if the bond had 
passed would sway voters’ 
opinions, but it didn’t. 

SISD’s bond election fail-
ures may occur because of 
poor timing. School dis-
tricts in Texas can either 
have bond elections in May 
or November, both of which 
are preceded by important 
property tax dates. In April, 
property owners receive 
their appraisal notices, and 
in October, they receive their 
tax bills. 

A local bond election that 
did pass in November was 
Parker County’s multi-mil-

lion-dollar proposal to im-
prove transportation in all 
precincts. Strickland suspects 
voters approved it because 
by driving around the county, 
they can see that roads need 
to be fixed. In contrast, not 
all voters see the overcrowd-
ing in schools and therefore, 
are less likely to approve that 
bond proposal. 

Put differently, 
Weatherford College Social 
Sciences Department 
Chairperson Jared Stewart 
said bond elections are won 
when “they are framed in a 
favorable way to the public 
that gets to vote on them.”

“For example, if you can 
convince residents that a 
few extra pennies will reduce 
potholes, that is an invest-
ment they will see pay off 
every day they drive,” Stewart 
said. “If they are being asked 
to provide more funds for 
an education program about 
which they have concerns, it 
will be a tougher sell. If you 
can convince residents that 
the issue is salient, the costs 
will be relatively low, and the 
payoff will be meaningful and 
quick, you will most likely 
be successful in getting your 
measure passed.”

Kloster is skeptical of how 
SISD is using its tax revenue 
and planning its finances. He 
said he thinks SISD should 
pay off its previous debts be-
fore taking on more, but he’s 
also concerned about a suc-
cessful bond election having 
a snowball effect where the 
district continues to take on 
more debt and raise taxes. 

“I think there just needs to 
be a little bit more fiscal con-
trol over the bonds because 
it’s never going to stop,” he 
said. “Every couple of years, 
they’re going to come back 
and say they need something 
else, or they need more.”  

Despite people saying that 
SISD should consider other 
revenue sources or use the 
money it already has in its 
budget, Strickland said the 
only realistic way for the 
district to meet its needs is 
to pass a bond election. In 
August, the school board ad-
opted a balanced budget of 

just over $53 million, which 
is dedicated to running the 
schools and paying off debts. 
The superintendent said the 
district’s maintenance and 
operations (M&O) budget — 
which covers expenses like 
salaries, utilities and sup-
plies — can be used for small 
construction projects but not 
much more. 

“We’re able to do some 
renovations and things like 
that,” Strickland said. “But 
as far as building a building, 
we just don’t have the money 
in our M&O side for those 
things.”

SISD’s bond proposals in 
2023 called for the district 
to fund a new middle school 
and renovation projects for 
$120.78 million. Former as-
sistant superintendent Mike 
Gilley said that number will 
only increase the longer con-
struction is delayed. 

“This is something that 
needs to happen because 
we’re not going to get small-
er,” Gilley said. “Materials, 
construction is just going to 
increase per square foot on 
any building that we look at 
putting in.” 

Gilley said he has heard 
people say they don’t support 
the school bond because they 
don’t have kids in school, and 
he has a message for them. 

“Some of the kids I went to 
school with, my friends, they 
say, ‘Why should I pay for it 
when I don’t have any kids 
going?’ Of course, my answer 
back was, ‘Who do you think 
probably paid for us when 
they didn’t have any kids go-
ing? It’s the people that live 
here and want to call this 
their home and their com-
munity and something to be 
proud of,’” he said.

Increased property taxes 
weren’t the only reason why 
people opposed the bond. 
Another justification sur-
faced as well — rejection of 
the proposed middle school’s 
sports facilities. 

Stay tuned for the next part of “Bond 
or bust” in next week’s paper.

PHOTO COURTESY PARKER COUNTY APPRAISAL DISTRICT

Springtown ISD has a much larger service area than the city of 
Springtown. The average market home value in SISD tends to be 
more than in the city limits because custom built new homes are 
outside the city on larger lots.

GRAPH CREATED BY MADELYN EDWARDS VIA NATIONAL CENTER FOR EDUCATION STATISTICS

In comparison to other Parker County area school districts, SISD’s tax rate is below the median in 2021, 
2022 and 2023 with Brock ISD and Aledo ISD having the highest rates and Garner ISD with the lowest.
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Hogle
INSURANCE 

GROUP

HOGLEINSURANCE.COM

“OUR BEST POLICY IS PERSONAL SERVICE”

817-444-6389Shaye hogle hogye hogle

Farm & Ranch
Albracht Harwood Agency Inc.

Springtown | Grapevine
(817) 220-4700
ahainsured.com CALL FOR A QUOTE TODAY!

Amy Kaplan ChFC CLU, Agent

813 E. Hwy 199, Springtown, TX

817-220-5222
amykaplaninsurance.com

Voted #1 Insurance Agency In Azle

Haley Carter

408 Boyd Ct., Azle • 817-444-1100
HaleyCarter.com

• Auto
• Homeowners
• Renters

• Pet Insurance
• Life
• Business         

Haley Carter

408 Boyd Ct., Azle • 

• Auto
• Homeowners
• Renters

AUTHORIZED AGENT

Kaye Burtnett & Vanessa Roberson

905 E. Hwy. 199 Springtown, TX 76082

HOME • AUTO • FARM • LIFE

Protecting Texans, Prioritizing customer service

Thank you for voting us
Best Insurance Agency 2021

AZLE & SPRINGTOWN
Insurance Directory

Dale Mares,
AAMS BIG SAVINGS
MARES INSURANCE GROUP INC
208 W. MAIN, AZLE • 817-444-1491
dalemares@allstate.com
Insurance and coverages subject to terms, qualifications and availability. 
Allstate Vehicle and Property Insurance Co. Allstate Fire and Casualty 
Insurance Co. Northbrook, Ilinois 2010 Allstate Insurance Co.

Servolution Network 
hosts second
“Love Your City” Gala

Nonprofit raises funds and 
recognizes businesses for 2023

ZACH FREEMAN 
azlereporter@tricountyreporter.com

AZLE — Through awards, 
client testimonials, auc-
tions and prizes, Servolution 
Network demonstrated all 
the ways people can love 
their city. On Saturday, Feb. 
24, the nonprofit held its an-
nual gala to shine a light on 
its work throughout 2023 
and raise money for future 
projects. 

Through its four main pro-
grams, Good Neighbors, Love 
Your Vets, Pay It Forward and 
Blessing Boxes, Servolution 
has managed to help 761 
families over the course of 
the year by renovating houses 
in its biannual blitzes, provid-
ing furniture and appliances 
to families in need, and pro-
viding essential goods with 
its community food boxes. 

Servolution leaders spoke 
about how they intend to “do 
more, serve more and love 
more” in 2024. According to 
Director Jason Malewiski, the 
organization has been grow-
ing rapidly since the end of 
the COVID-19 pandemic and 
intends to continue expand-
ing its “revolution through 
serving.” Among its goals for 
the near future are improve-

ments to its facility at 11698 
S. Farm-to-Market Road 
730, including engineering 
a drainage ditch, expanding 
parking, building a two-story 
warehouse for Pay it Forward, 
and purchasing a flatbed 
truck and new forklift.

Testimonials from 
Servolution Network clients 
like Jan Rogers, Vic Moore 
and the Moose Family were 
featured to the gala’s audi-
ence in a short video. Rogers, 
a veteran, was gifted with a 
new trailer for her and her 
18-month-old daughter after 
struggling and scrapping to 
repair a dilapidated trailer 
before winter. Rogers had 
purchased the original trailer 
for $1,500 but did not have 
the means to repair it, so she 
submitted an application to 
Servolution Network.

“It really is a community of 
love,” Rogers said. “I didn’t 
have money for basic needs, 
toilet paper, basic soaps 
and I just wanted to make 
it through. I just wanted to 
provide for my daughter, and 
I knew if I could just keep 

her alive and keep her fed 
and in diapers then eventu-
ally there had to be a down-
hill side to the mountain.” 
After Malewiski reached out 
to Rogers and the organiza-
tion ensured she had a safe 
and warm place to stay for 
Christmas, Rogers said she 
felt as if she had been saved 
from drowning. 

“You’re so overjoyed that 
someone cared enough to 
stop (and help),” Rogers said. 
With the new trailer, Rogers 
said she received everything 
she wanted for Christmas for 
the rest of her life.

The nonprofit also raised 
thousands of dollars through 
sponsors, ticket sales, a live 
auction and silent auction. 
The Servolution Network end-
ed the night with an awards 
ceremony recognizing the 
many businesses and com-
munity members on whom 
the organization has relied 
for its service projects. 

ZACH FREEMAN | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

Servolution Network Executive Assistant Cassie Long and Events Coordinator Maria Rivera were 
recognized for making the Love Your City Gala a possibility and for leading the organization throughout 
the year. 

SEE MORE PHOTOS | A11

INVITATION TO BID NOTICE 
Notice is hereby given that the City of Azle, Texas (OWNER) will receive sealed Bids at Azle 
City Hall until 11:00 a.m. local time on Thursday, March 7, 2024 for Bulk Process Chemicals 
for the Azle Water Treatment Plant and Azle Wastewater Treatment Plant #2024-005. Bids will 
be opened and read aloud publicly following the close of the Bid Period. Bidders may receive 
a copy of Invitation to Bid from the City’s website at http://www.cityofazle.org. For additional 
information, please contact: Jennifer Walls/Purchasing Agent at 817-444-7003 or by email at 
jwalls@cityofazle.org 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE 
Pursuant to Chapter 59 of Texas property code to satisfy a landlord’s lien. Sale to be held 
at Azle Self Storage at 11400 FM 730 N; Azle TX  76020 on storageauctions.com starting on 
March 1, 2024, at 9:00am CST and ending on March 13, 2024 at 10am CST. Cleanup deposit 
is required. The seller reserves the right to withdraw the property at any time before the 
sale. Unit items sold to the highest bidder. Property includes the contents of spaces of the 
following tenant and is primarily household items and furniture. TROY BLEVINS, CLAYTON 
CREWS, MICHELE GLASS, MEGAN MORRIS. 

THE STATE OF TEXAS CITATION BY PUBLICATION 
CAUSE NO. 24P003 

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF LESLIE LOU ANNE THOMAS, DECEASED TO 
ALL UNKNOWN OR MISSING HEIRS OF THE ESTATE OF LESLIE LOU ANNE THOMAS, 
DECEASED. Roberto De Santiago in the above-numbered and entitled estate filed an 
Application to Determine Heirship and for Independent Administration and Letters of 
Administration Pursuant to Section 401.003 of the Texas Estates Code on 01/04/2024 In the 
Estate of Leslie Lou Anne Thomas, Deceased, requesting that the Court determine who 
are the heirs and only heirs of  Leslie Lou Anne Thomas, Deceased, and their respective 
shares and interest in such estate, and appointing Roberto De Santiago to serve as the 
Independent Administrator of said estate and Determined Heirship. The court may act on 
said application at any call of the docket on or after 10:00 o’clock A.M. on the first Monday 
next after the expiration of 10 days from the date of publication of this citation, at the Parker 
County Court, One Courthouse Square, Weatherford, TX 76086 in Parker County, Texas. 
All persons interested in this case are hereby cited to appear before said Honorable Court 
by filing a written contest or answer to said Application before the above stated time and 
date should you desire to do so. To ensure its consideration, you or your attorney must file 
any contest, objection, intervention, or response in writing with the County Clerk of Parker 
County, Texas on or before the above noted date and time. Given under my hand and the seal 
of said Court of Parker County, Texas at the office of the Parker County Clerk, on this 4th day 
of January, 2024. LILADEAKLE County Clerk, Parker County Texas. By Sharon Hall, Deputy 
Clerk. Applicant’s Attorney: Jennifer S. Ruelas 1020 Fort Worth HWY STE 500, Weatherford 
TX 76086.
 

LEGAL PUBLIC NOTICES

ROOF
FROM PAGE A1

PHOTO COURTESY OF SERVOLUTION NETWORK FACEBOOK PAGE

The crew of Rivera Roofi ng takes a break during their work on the roof. Rivera Roofi ng donated the 
labor needed to replace the roof on the building.

in a day. 
Rivera estimated that the 

new roof would have cost 
Neighbor to Neighbors about 
$12,000. 

“This is a legacy donation,” 
Malewiski said in his video. 
“This will help families over 
families over families.” 

The old roof on Neighbor 
to Neighbors’ building at 
413 S. Main St. was the origi-
nal and more than 30 years 
old, the food pantry’s Board 
President James Heil said. 
The roof was so old that 
the nonprofit was in dan-
ger of losing its property 
insurance, which would’ve 
meant loss of access to the 
building.

“It was very deteriorated,” 
Rivera said about the roof, 
adding that the old shingles 
weren’t meant for longevity. 
“It had leaks. There were a 
couple of pieces of decking 
that had rotting where it had 
been leaking for so long.”

Heil said the worst leak 
was in the main waiting area 
that dripped on clients seek-
ing help. 

“That’s a minor inconve-
nience, but losing insurance 
and not being able to be 
open, that would have been 
big hit to the community for 
us not to have that building,” 
he said. 

Rivera, who has partnered 
with Servolution multiple 
times, knows how much 
the community relies on 
Neighbor to Neighbors, so 
she joined this project to 
keep the food pantry opera-

tional. She also understands 
what it’s like to be in need. 

“We lived in poverty for a 
while, and I feel like there’s 
always people who step up 
and do things and volunteer 
that maybe are behind the 
scenes,” she said. “We real-
ized that when we needed, 
our community was there so 
we’ll always give back to our 
community.”

On its Facebook page, 
Neighbor to Neighbors 
thanked those who made it 
possible for the food pantry 
to get a new roof. 

“It is a reminder of how 
God’s timing is always 
perfect,” read Neighbor to 
Neighbors’ Facebook post. 
“We have needed a new roof 
for quite some time when 
God placed the right people 
in our path, at the right 
time.”
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OO SECURE THE BORDER 

OO STOP POLICE DEFUNDING

OO EXCELLENT EDUCATION

OO ELECTION SECURITY

OO PROTECT CHILDREN 
ONLINE

OO CHAMPION FOR $4,000 IN 
TEACHER PAY RAISES

CONSERVATIVE
POLICIES
WORK!

POLITICAL AD PAID FOR BY CHARLIE GEREN CAMPAIGN, KIT MONCRIEF, TREASURER

EARLY VOTING FEB 20–MARCH 1  •  ELECTION DAY MARCH 5

The band Branded returned to perform at Servolution’s second annual gala. 

Sabrina Pyle, owner of Azle Café, received a Legacy Award for the help and many meals provided to 
Servolution staff  over the years.

Eleven-year-old Reylan Eason was one of many to walk away with a prize after winning a game of heads 
or tails at Servolution Network’s second annual Love Your City Gala. 

Caitlyn’s Catering owner Scott Tanner and family were recognized with the Newcomer Award after 
donating their time and resources to provide meals for the gala’s guests.

Principal Holly Hamilton of Azle Christian School was recognized with a Legacy Award for the resources 
and services donated to help the network during its home blitzes.

Servolution Network’s 
“Love Your City” Gala

JIM STEVENS | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

Through its four main programs, Good Neighbors, Love Your Vets, Pay It Forward and Blessing Boxes, 
Servolution has managed to help 761 families over the course of the year by renovating houses in its 
biannual blitzes, providing furniture and appliances to families in need, and providing essential goods 
with its community food boxes.  The nonprofi t also raised thousands of dollars through sponsors, 
ticket sales, a live auction and silent auction. The Servolution Network ended the night with an awards 
ceremony recognizing the many businesses and community members on whom the organization has 
relied for its service projects. 

ZACH FREEMAN | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER
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EAGLE MOUNTAIN PLAZA
300 E. Main St, Azle, Texas

682-777-6638
www.emplaza.net

Saturday March 23rd at 3 pm
HE LOOKS LIKE KENNY, HE SINGS LIKE KENNY 

YOU WILL BELIEVE HE IS KENNY ROGERS 
From Branson, Missouri!

Tickets now on sale at www.emplaza.net 
or stop by the Studio and pick them up 9am-1pm Mon - Fri 

Plan now to attend!  Limited seating available

EAGLE MOUNTAIN PLAZA & THE WEBSTER BROTHERS PRESENT

$$1515The Music of KENNY 
ROGERS as portrayed 

by RICK MCEWEN

EAGLE

Mobile music
Grant helps Springtown 
Elementary students
play xylophones

MADELYN EDWARDS
springtownreporter@tricountyreporter.com 

SPRINGTOWN — Thanks 
to the Springtown Education 
Foundation, the kids at 
Springtown Elementary can 
keep making sweet music for 
their school and community 
with ease.

The education foundation 
supports scholastic oppor-
tunities in the schools by 
funding initiatives that may 
not be included in the school 
district’s budget, according 
to its website. This can be 
accomplished through the 
Innovative Teaching Grant 
program where educators 
can request money for proj-
ects or tools that enhance 

classroom activities. 
“SEF believes that the 

ideas and aspirations of the 
teachers can truly make a 
difference in the lives of 
Springtown (Independent 
School District) students,” ac-
cording to the foundation’s 
website. 

Music teacher Sally 
McPhetrige recognized the 
need for xylophone stands 
in her classroom, so she ap-
plied for a grant through the 
education foundation at the 

beginning of the school year. 
McPhetrige’s application was 
successful, and the founda-
tion awarded her $1,500 to 
buy 11 mobile xylophone 
stands, which were recently 
received and assembled. 

It may seem like xylo-
phone stands have a singu-
lar purpose, but McPhetrige 
described multiple ways 
they have been used. First of 
all, they allow for mobility. 
The stands make it easier to 
transport the xylophones to 

wherever the kids are per-
forming as well as around the 
music classroom. 

“In the past, I rarely moved 
the Orff instruments (xy-
lophones, metallophones, 
glockenspiels) around the 
room because they were 
heavy and awkward to carry,” 
she said. “Now that is no 
longer an issue. The fact that 
first graders can roll a BASS 
xylophone around the room 
with ease is exciting. I haven’t 
tried it with kindergarten yet 
because they are currently 
working on their program, 
but I am very confident that 
they will be successful with 
moving the instruments as 
well.”

Aside from bettering logis-
tics, McPhetrige said young 
kids being able to move the 
instruments around “encour-
ages autonomy and fosters a 

sense of ownership in their 
music education.” She said 
the stands also allow the stu-
dents to practice better pos-
ture while playing and can be 
used for breakout ensembles 
within the class. 

“It’s rewarding to watch 
these students create and 
play beautiful music us-
ing the xylophone, ukulele, 
drum, boomwhackers and 
frog scraper in their small 
groups,” McPhetrige said. 
“They are learning to listen 
to each other, use their criti-
cal AND creative thinking 
skills and work as a team. 
The students are having fun 
and feeling very successful 
with their teamwork. This 
is happening because those 
xylophone stands have given 
us the opportunity to be flex-
ible with every single class. 
I am extremely grateful for 

the support of (Springtown 
Education Foundation) and 
my administrators. They 
know the importance a good 
music education can have on 
a child. I am looking forward 
to having more instruments 
included in the grade-level 
programs so that our parents 
can hear the amazing things 
their child is doing in the mu-
sic classroom.”

To show their appreciation 
to the foundation, McPhetrige 
and her students made thank 
you notes.

“We are grateful for your 
dedication to supporting 
quality education and inno-
vative teaching,” McPhetrige 
wrote in her letter to the 
foundation. “Your generos-
ity will continue to resonate 
throughout our school com-
munity for years to come.”

Thanks to the new xylophone stands, music students at Springtown Elementary can play the xylophone 
in breakout ensembles with more ease while also practicing good posture.  

PHOTOS COURTESY SALLY MCPHETRIGE

Springtown Elementary School music teacher Sally McPhetrige received a $1,500 grant from the 
Springtown Education Foundation to buy 11 mobile xylophone stands, which allow the heavy 
instruments to be more accessible in the classroom. 

FORD, US Hwy. 287 South, 940-627-1101 _  US Hwy. 287 North, 940-627-6700, CDJR

ALL 23 GLADIATOR UP TO 25 % OFF OF MSRP - 8 IN STOCK

ALL 24 RAM 1500’S (LARAMIE AND ABOVE) 20% OFF OF MSRP - 18 IN STOCK

ALL 24 RAM 2500/3500 (LARAMIE AND ABOVE) 15% OFF OF MSRP - 24 IN STOCK

ALL 24 RAM 1500 LONESTAR/BIGHORN 0% FOR 72 MONTHS - 14 IN STOCK

Check Out Our New Location
3520 US Hwy. 287 South 
 Decatur • 940-627-6700

*0% for 72 Months
*WAC

Stock #RN125303
MSRP $60,890 - Klement Discount $5836

FINAL PRICE $54,987

Savings
$5,836
 + 0%

Stock #PL576212
MSRP $64,060 – Klement Discount $6144

 – Rebate $9606

FINAL PRICE: $48,310    

Savings
$15,750

Stock #RG149955
MSRP $98,565 – Klement Discount $4927 

– Rebate $9857

FINAL PRICE $83,781

Savings
$14,784

Stock #RN106320
MSRP $70,840 – Klement Discount $7084 

– Rebate $7084

FINAL PRICE  $56,716

Savings
$14,168

Stock #RG151911
MSRP $83,535 – Klement Discount $4176 

– Rebate $8354 

 FINAL PRICE $70,984

Savings
$12,530
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Azle drumline 1st at NTCA Burleson competition
FROM STAFF REPORTS

The Azle Marching Green 
Pride Indoor Drumline beat 
out several tough com-
petitors at the North Texas 
Colorguard Association com-
petition Feb. 24 in Burleson. 
Scoring 80.05 points, the Azle 
High School drumline bested 
Burleson High School (78.50 
points), Keller High School 
(75.90 points), Fossil Ridge 
High School (74.05 points), 
Chisolm Trail High School 
(71.15 points) and Saginaw 
High School (71.15 points).

“This is the first time in 
nearly a decade that the in-
door drumline has broken 
the 80-point mark at the first 
contest,” said Greg Davis, 
AHS assistant band director.

The indoor drumline and 
winter guard will host a BBQ 
dinner at 6 p.m. Thursday, 
Feb. 29 at AHS followed by a 
performance of their shows 
at 7 p.m. Tickets are $15 for 
adults and $8 for children 10 
and under. Tickets to see the 
performance only are $5. All 
Azle ISD students may attend 
the show portion for free.

PHOTO CREDIT CHRISTIE WETHINGTON

The Azle Marching Green Pride 
Indoor Drumline scored 80.05 
points to beat out several 
tough competitors at the North 
Texas Colorguard Association 
competition Feb. 24 in Burleson. 

Winter Guard 
continues 
winning streak 
at Dallas 
Regional

AHS Varsity Winter Guard
earns second place at Coppell
High School contest 

ZACH FREEMAN 
azlereporter@tricountyreporter.com

AZLE — Azle High School’s 
Varsity Winter Guard con-
tinues to have a spectacular 
season after winning sec-
ond place in the Scholastic 
A category at its first Winter 
Guard International (WGI) 
regional competition. The 
winter guard program had 
not qualified for finals at the 
Dallas Regional competition 
since 2018. The Feb. 17-18 
contest, held at Coppell High 
School, saw 44 color guard 
teams from across the DFW 
area compete in preliminary 
rounds. Only 20 teams, in-
cluding Azle, qualified for 
finals. 

“This is the most com-

petitive color guard contest 
in the country up to this 
point of the season,” direc-
tor Caleb Hunter said. “The 
competition will continue to 
get steeper as we progress 
through the rest of our WGI 
World Championships track.”

Azle Winter Guard won 
first place in the equipment 
and general effect captions 
categories.

Upcoming contests in-
clude WGI Austin March 
1, WGI Southwest at the 
University of North Texas 
Coliseum March 16, and the 
WGI World Championships 
held in Dayton, Ohio at the 
University of Dayton Arena 
April 11. 

Azle’s Varsity Winter 
Guard won first place at its 
season-opening competition 
in Frisco earlier this month 
and had the highest score of 
the day at its second con-
test in Alvarado. This year, 

COURTESY AHS WINTER GUARD

Bryanna Pender (senior 
lieutenant) in foreground and 
Dunessca Gutierez on left.

PLEASE SEE GUARD | B2

Porcupines’ season
ends in thriller
Lady Hornets have strong tourney showing

RICK MAUCH
Special to the Tri-County Reporter

One of the most success-
ful seasons in years came to 
an exciting end with a 71-69 
Class 4A bidistrict loss to 
Burkburnett Tuesday, Feb. 20 
at Lake Dallas High School.

The Porcupines (19-13), the 
No. 3 seed from District 8-4A, 
came out firing on all cylin-
ders, playing tough defense 
and capitalizing on offensive 
rebounds. Springtown main-
tained the lead throughout 
the majority of the game. 

Despite ending the third 
period up by nine points, the 
fourth quarter did not go the 
Porcupines’ way in any form 
or fashion. Burkburnett’s 
depth served them well as 
Springtown fought until the 
very end, but the Dunkin’ 
Dawgs fresh legs prevailed 
and allowed them to heat up 
offensively. 

Junior Ethan Graham’s 
shooting from deep at the 
end kept the Pines close as he 
finished with 15 points, but 
they ran out of time. Junior 
Dylan Crutchfield was a force 

to be reckoned with on the 
boards, along with pouring in 
30 points to lead the scoring.

This was the Porcupines’ 
second consecutive playoff 
appearance, something they 
had not accomplished since 
2013-15.

AZLE SOFTBALL
The Lady Hornets (6-5-

1) won five of six in the 
Mansfield Tournament this 
past weekend.

Azle 8, NBV 2: Hitting lead-
ers — Brandie Phillips two 
hits, two RBIs; Shaylea Cassell 
double, RBI; Ema Lehr double, 

RBI; Haley Carlson double, 
RBI. Pitching leader: Morgan 
Terrell four innings, two hits, 
no earned runs, six strike-
outs, two walks.

Azle 9, Mansfield Summit 0: 
Hitting leaders — Phillips two 
doubles, RBI; Corryne Barone 
two hits; Haley Carlson triple, 
RBI; Torrie Johnson double; 
Allison Smith double, three 
RBIs; Danni Wangler double, 
RBI. Pitching leader: Barone 
three innings, one hit, five 
strikeouts, three walks.

Azle 9, Mineral Wells 0: 
Hitting leaders — Kaylee 

Parrish two hits, RBI; Smith 
two hits; Lehr two hits, walk, 
RBI; Johnson home run, 
three RBIs. Pitching leader — 
Adrianna Wiedman five in-
nings, five hits, six strikeouts, 
no walks.

Azle 8, Mansfield 
Timberview 0: Leading hit-
ters — Phillips two hits, home 
run, three RBIs; Wangler 
double, home run, four RBIs. 
Pitching leader — Barone 
three innings, one hit, three 
strikeouts, no walks.

Mansfield 5, Azle 4: Smith 
three hits, double, triple, two 

RBIs.
Azle 6, Ennis 1: Parrish 

three hits, Barone double, 
Johnson double, Smith 
double, Wangler double, 
Wiedman double. Pitching: 
Wiedman five innings, one 
hit, one earned run, nine 
strikeouts, no walks.

Azle will compete in the 
Northwest Tournament this 
weekend and the Mid-Cities 
Tournament March 7 and 
9 with a game at Granbury 
March 8 at 5 p.m.

PLEASE SEE ROUNDUP | B2
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PreK - 4th

BREAKFAST: Everyday -  Assorted Fruits and Cereal, Juice, White or Chocolate Milk, Graham Crackers, Toast
Mon Breakfast on a stick, Orange Juice, Apple Tues Egg and Cheese on a Bun, Orange Juice, Pears Diced  Weds Glazed Donut, 

Orange Juice, Pineapples  Thurs Breakfast Pizza, Orange Juice, Oranges Fri No School

GRADES 5TH - 8TH      

Mon Breaded Chicken Sandwich, Chicken Nuggets Offered With - Whole Wheat Roll, Homemade Macaroni & Cheese Offered With - 
Honey Wheat Breadstick Tues Cheeseburger, Hamburger, Maxstixs Offered With - Marinara, Turkey & Cheese Sandwich

Weds Chef Salad Offered With: - 2 Honey Wheat Breadsticks”, Corn dog, Hot Ham and Cheese Sandwich Offered With - Tomato Soup 
Thurs Breaded Chicken Sandwich, Cheeseburger Chicken & Cheese Pizza Quesadilla Apple Juice Fri No school

LUNCH: Everyday: Variety of milk. Your choice of 1 entree & 1 fruit or juice, rolls, crackers • Salad bar offered daily 

BREAKFAST: Everyday -  Assorted Fruits and Cereal, Juice, White or Chocolate Milk, Yogurt w/Granola

Mon Breakfast on a stick Orange Juice Pears Diced  Tues Egg and Cheese on a Bun Orange Juice Pineapples  Weds Glazed Donut 
Orange Juice Oranges Thurs Breakfast Pizza, Apple, Orange Juice Fri No school

BREAKFAST: Everyday -  Assorted Fruits and Cereal, Juice, White or Chocolate Milk, Yogurt w/Granola

LUNCH: • Everyday: 1% unflavored or non fat chocolate milk & juice • Salad Bar
Mon Breaded Chicken Sandwich, Chicken Nuggets Offered With - Whole Wheat Roll, Homemade Macaroni & Cheese Offered With - 

Honey Wheat Breadstick Tues Cheeseburger, Hamburger, Maxstixs Offered With - Marinara, Turkey & Cheese Sandwich
Weds Chef Salad Offered With: - 2 Honey Wheat Breadsticks”, Corn dog, Hot Ham and Cheese Sandwich Offered With - Tomato 

Soup Thurs Breaded Chicken Sandwich, Cheeseburger Chicken & Cheese Pizza Quesadilla Apple Juice Fri No school

SPONSORED BY

Azle School Menu March 4-8, 2024

HIGH SCHOOL

BREAKFAST: 
PreK-4th Grade, 7-12th Grade $1.55
5-6th Grade FREE 2nd Meal $2.00
Visitors/Employees $2.75

LUNCH: 
PreK-4th Grade $2.55 5-6th Grade $2.75
7-12th Grade $2.55 2nd Meal $3.20
Visitors & Employees $3.75

Mon Chicken Nuggets Offered With - Whole Wheat Roll Homemade Macaroni & Cheese Offered With - Honey Wheat Breadstick, 
Apple Juice, Oranges, Pears Diced, Green beans Tues Chicken Alfredo, Turkey & Cheese Sandwich, Apple, Peaches, Apple Juice, Mixed 
Veggies Weds Chef Salad Offered With - 2 Honey Wheat Breadsticks, Grilled Cheese Sandwich, Apple Juice, Oranges, Steamed Carrots, 

Pineapples Thurs Breaded Chicken Sandwich, Chicken & Cheese Pizza Quesadilla, Apple Juice, Apple Sauce, Corn Fri No School

LUNCH: Everyday - Variety of milk. Your choice of 1 entree & 1 fruit or juice

Mon Breakfast on a stick, Orange Juice, Apple Tues Egg and Cheese on a Bun, Orange Juice, Pears Diced  Weds Glazed Donut, 
Orange Juice, Pineapples  Thurs Breakfast Pizza, Orange Juice, Oranges Fri No School

817-270-3340

13 MONTH 
SUBSCRIPTION

Don’t Miss Out On The 
ONLY Paper That Prints 
Your Hometown News 

On YOUR KIDS!!!

$50

   

This menu is sponsored by ... 

Springtown School Menu
BREAKFAST PRICES

EC-12th Grade �����������������������������������������������������������������
$1�75

EC-12th Reduced ��������������������������������������������������������
$0�30

Adult ������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
$2�25

LUNCH PRICES
PK-4th Grade ���������������������������������������������������������������������

$3�00 
5th-8th Grade ��������������������������������������������������������������������

$3�25
High School ��������������������������������������������������������������������������$3�00 
Reduced ������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

$0�40
Adult ������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

$4�25
Students may prepay for their meals.

Mon Tangerine Chicken, Rice Steamed Broccoli, Fresh Veggies Apple Slices or Mandarin Oranges, 
Juice Tues  Spaghetti or Corn Dog, Garlic Roll, Green Bean, Fresh Veggies  Applesauce or Orange, 
Juice Weds Cheeseburger or Hamburger French Fries, Fresh Veggies (Cucumber & Tomato, Celery, 
Carrots), Sliced Peaches or Apple, Juice Thurs  Cheese Pizza, Chicken Nuggets or Baked Potato w/ 

Pulled Pork Roll Mixed Vegetables, Fresh Veggies Blueberries or Banana, Juice Fri No School

K - 4th Lunch Lunch: Everyday - Choice of one meat, two vegetables, and one grain/bread with milk., 
Variety of milk is offered every day for breakfast and lunch.

PK - 12th Breakfast BREAKFAST: Everyday - Various Juices & Cereals, Toast, Milk Variety, Fruit, Jelly, Assort-
ment, Buttermilk Biscuit, Variety of milk is offered every day for breakfast and lunch. 

Mon Dutch Waffle Sliced Pears Juice Tues Breakfast Stick Blueberries Juice Weds Bacon Scramble 
Pizza Apple Juice Thurs  Cinnamon Roll Cereal & Toast Strawberry Applesauce Fri No School

Mon General Tso’s Chicken or Tangerine Chicken, Rice, Roll Fresh Veggies  Apple Slices or Mandarin 
Orange Tues Lasagna or Chicken Sandwich Garlic Roll, Fresh Veggies Applesauce or Strawberry 

Applesauce Weds Chicken & Waffles, (Reg. or Spicy) or Sweet & Sour Rice Bowl w/ Pork, Tator Tots, 
Fresh Veggies Blueberries or Orange Thurs Cheese Pizza, Corn Dog or Baked Potato Basket w/ 

Pulled Pork, Mixed Vegetables, Fresh Vegetables Sliced Pears or Banana Fri No School

5th - 12th Lunch Lunch: Everyday - Choice of one meat, two vegetables, and one grain/bread with milk., 
Variety of milk is offered every day for breakfast and lunch.

817-270-3340

13 MONTH 
SUBSCRIPTION

Don’t Miss Out On The 
ONLY Paper That Prints 

Your Hometown News, On 
YOUR KIDS!!!

$50

March 4-8, 2024
PK through 12th Grade

*Menus are subject to change.

SPRINGTOWN BASEBALL
Advancing to the playoffs 

has become expected of late 
by the Porcupines, and with 
eight starters returning from 
a 19-10 District 8-4A cham-
pionship squad that reached 
the second round of the 
playoffs, folks are excited for 
more.

Returning starters are:
Brayden Fox, senior, infield-

er/pitcher, 8-4A Offensive 
Player of the Year

Carson Cox, senior infield-
er/pitcher, first-team All-8-
4A Utility Player

Brayden Adams, senior, 
catcher/designated hitter

Caleb Elmore, senior, 
pitcher

Keegan Martinez, junior, 
pitcher, second-team All-8-
4A pitcher

Trent Solis, junior, first 
base

Ryan Kirk, sophomore, 
third base, 8-4A Newcomer of 
the Year

Layton Murrell, sophomore, 
catcher/outfield

“We have a good group of 
returners who have played a 
lot of varsity baseball for us,” 
coach Colin Crawford said. 
“It will be a very competitive 
district this year, and we look 
forward to the challenge we 
will face every week. Krum 
and Decatur will also have 
very strong teams. Our play-
ers are tough and play hard!”

The Porcupines (1-3) 
opened the season by playing 
in the Kennedale Tournament 

this past weekend.
Amarillo Caprock 6, 

Springtown 5: Hitting lead-
ers — Brayden Fox two hits; 
Layton Murrell two hits; Trent 
Solis two hits, double, two 
RBIs; Drake Doggett two hits, 
double, two RBIs.

Kennedale 3, Springtown 2: 
Hitting leader — Fox double.

Alvarado 3, Springtown 2: 
Ryan Kirk two hits, walk, two 
RBIs; Fox two hits; Doggett 
double.

Springtown 2, Brock 1: 
Doggett triple. Pitching: 
Keegan Martinez four in-
nings, one hit, one earned 
run, five strikeouts, two 
walks; Fox two innings, three 
hits, three strikeouts, one 
walk.

Springtown will compete in 
the Ponder Tournament this 
weekend and in the Johnson 
County Tournament March 
7-9.

AZLE BASEBALL
The Hornets (4-1) opened 

the season by hosting the 
Southwest Ford Classic this 
past weekend.

Azle 4, Martin 3: Garring 
Graves three hits, two RBIs; 
Ivan Perez two hits. Pitching: 
Ty Bonnett 3.2 innings, three 
earned runs; Ethan Hadaway 
2.2 innings, two strikeouts; 
Carter Landon save.

Mansfield Legacy 8, Azle 1: 
Jesse Hemmerling, Graves, 
Ryland Liptow and Perez each 
had one hit.

Azle 4, Abilene Cooper 
2: Tyler Vaughn four hits, 
two doubles, three RBIs; 
Hemmerling two hits; Perez 
two hits; Lane Springfield 
two hits; Bonnet two hits. 
Pitching: Springfield 5.2 in-

nings, three hits, one earned 
run, 10 strikeouts; Christian 
Shepherd save.

Azle 10, Nacogdoches 0: 
Hemmerling, Graves, Perez 
and Bonnet two hits each. 
Pitching: Austin complete 
game, seven strikeouts.

Azle 8, Nolan Catholic 
5: Bonnet three hits, Jacob 
McGee and Graves two hits. 
Cole Webb 4.1 innings, no 
runs, 10 strikeouts.

The JV Green Baseball team 
went 3-1 on the weekend with 
good pitching performances 
from Carsyn Syrus, Preston 
Dixon and Aiden Mackey. 
Henry Rosales stood out on 
defense at shortstop.

Azle will compete in the 
Jet Teague Tournament 
in Kennedale this week-
end and the Drew Medford 
Tournament March 7-9.

SPRINGTOWN SOFTBALL
The Lady Pines (3-2) com-

peted in the Fort Worth 
Country Day Tournament 
this past weekend.

Cisco 8, Springtown 5: 
Haylee Sanborn two hits, 
triple, three RBIs; Addyson 
Norris two hits; Ava 
Fernandez double; Ryleigh 
Morris home run, RBI.

Springtown 2, FWCD 1: 
Nevaeh Vasquez two hits; 
Norris double, two RBIs; 
Fernandez double. Pitching: 
Kylee Spray six innings, one 
hit, no earned runs, six strike-
outs, two walks.

Springtown 8, Tolar 7: 
Madison Terrell two hits; 
Sanborn double, walk, RBI; 
Cheyenne Atchley double, 
walk.

Springtown will play in 
the Iowa Park Tournament 

this weekend and hosts 
Burkburnett March 5 at 6:30 
p.m.

SPRINGTOWN TRACK
The Porcupines and Lady 

Pines competed in the Brock 
Invitational Feb. 22.

BOYS
Team score: 98, third place
Top individuals

• 110 hurdles: 2. Kamryn 
Cleveland, 15.54; 3. Darren 
Sweely, 15.99
• 4x200 relay: 2. 1:31.35
• 300 hurdles: 2. Cleveland, 
41.05; 3. Sweely, 43.25
• 4x400 relay: 1. 3:29.87
• Pole vault: 2. Devan Hair, 
11-0
• Long jump: 3. Riley Jack-
son, 20-6

GIRLS
Team score: 81, third place

• 4x200 relay: 1. 1:50.20
• 4x400: 2. 4:25.65
• Long jump: 1. Mackenzie 
Flaugher, 17-11.50
• Triple jump: 1. Flaugher, 
33-6.75
• Shot put: 2. Dezrae Rob-
inson, 33-9.50; 3. Natalia De 
Valle Gonzalez, 33-6.50

Springtown is in the Boyd 
Invitational Feb. 29 and hosts 
the Brad Legan Friends and 
Family Invitational March 7.

AZLE TRACK
The Hornets and Lady 

Hornets competed at Decatur 
Feb. 22.

Azle results
BOYS
Team score: 76.5, 6th place

• 400: 2. Josh Montelongo, 
50.77
• 4x100 relay: 2. Cale Cohen, 
Tyler Ulrich, Jakob Monte-
longo, Jo. Montelongo, 44.07
• 4x400 relay: 1. Christian 
Tomlinson, Cayden Lawson, 

Kaine Hill, Jo. Montelongo, 
3:37.02
• Triple jump: 2. Cohen, 
41-07.5

GIRLS
Team score: 65, 5th place

• 100: 3. Raegan Williams, 
12.45
• 200: 1. Savana Panter, 
26.44
• 400: 1. Rebecca Marx, 
1:00.59
• 800: 3. Reese Jeter, 2:25.39
• 1600: 2. Reese Jeter, 
5:38.54

Azle will host its own meet 
Feb. 29 and travels to Boswell 
March 7.

SPRINGTOWN GIRLS SOCCER
The Lady Pines (12-4-

1, 5-1 in 8-4A) won 2-1 at 
Bridgeport Feb. 23. Kylie 
Wiens put a free kick past 
the goalkeeper with about 20 
minutes left in the game for 
the winning score and Lily 
Duvall scored on a first-half 
penalty kick.

“We had to dig in a bit be-
cause we knew they’d come 
after us,” Springtown coach 
Ryan Bylerly said. “Solid de-
fensive performance and our 
midfield kept things ticking 
for us.”

The Lady Pines and 
Porcupines play at 
Castleberry March 1 and at 
Lake Worth March 5, girls 
starting at 5:30 p.m. and boys 
at 7:15 p.m.

SPRINGTOWN BOYS SOCCER
The Porcupines (2-12-1, 1-5 

in 8-4A) fell 4-1 at Bridgeport 
Feb. 23. Rylen Passmore 
scored the goal with an assist 
from Josue Anaya.

AZLE GIRLS SOCCER
The Lady Hornets (12-4-

1, 5-2 in 5-5A) posted a 3-0 
home win over Granbury Feb 
. 23. Scoring for Azle were 
Lily Hudman with her 16th 
goal of the season, along with 
Anahi Colmenero and Sophia 
McIntyre. Assists came from 
Melanie Harder, McIntyre and 
McKenzee Roberts.

Emma Nelson posted the 
shutout in goal.

The Lady Hornets and 
Hornets host Northwest 
March 1 and travel to Saginaw 
March, girls playing at 5:30 
p.m. and boys at 7:30 p.m.

AZLE BOYS SOCCER
The Hornets (4-11, 0-7 

in 5-5A) fell 6-0 at home to 
Granbury Feb. 23.

AZLE GIRLS POWERLIFTING
The Lady Hornets placed 

fifth at the district meet in 
Aledo Feb. 16. Top perform-
ers were:

105 pound class — 3. 
Kimber Gray, 4. Michelle 
Lechuga
• 123: 1. Raegan Williams, 
best overall lifter on light 
platform
• 132: 3. Dakota Donaldson
• 148: 4. Kenzie Arellano
• 242-plus: 2. Giselle Red-
ding
• They placed fourth of 17 
teams in the Aggie Show-
down Feb. 17.
• 97: 3. Kyndal Robbins, 4. 
Ryleigh Myers
• 105: 4. Ella Swaim, 5. 
Paizlee Gray
• 114: 5. Peyton Hill
• 123: 5. Mckynleigh Sisk
• 132: 3. Cooper Yates
• 148: 4. Kayley Brekel
• 181: 2. Emma Sustal
• 242: 4. Jessie Johnson

ROUNDUP
FROM PAGE B1

the guard is performing its 
show entitled, “Bridge over 
Troubled Water.” 

TOP TEN GUARDS FROM 
DALLAS REGIONAL:
• 1st — Hebron High School
• 2nd — Azle High School
• 3rd — Wylie High School
• 4th — Coppell High School
• 5th — Rock Hill High 
School
• 6th — Emerson High 
School
• 7th — Garland High School
• 8th — Cedar Park High 
School
• 9th — Royce City High 
School
• 10th — McKinney High 
School

GUARD
FROM PAGE B1

COURTESY AHS COLOR GUARD
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Sudoku
FEBRUARY 29, 2024

Solution to last 
week’s puzzle
FEBRUARY 22, 2024

ZED by Duane Abel www.corkycomics.com Fun games with 
real-world physics

My opinions on computer gaming and some of my 
favorite games. I’ve been playing games on the home 
computer since the days of the Trash 80. I love indie, 
open-world, unique, puzzle, and resource games. The 
cake is a lie.

GAME ON
By Jennifer Harrison

Here are a couple of quick-
to-play physics games that 
will keep you entertained 
for a few of hours. ‘Physics 
games’ usually assign physi-
cal properties to objects in 
the game, and the puzzle is 
learning how to manipulate 
those physical properties to 
manipulate the object.

DONUT COUNTY
Meet BK, a hole-driving 

raccoon working for the lo-
cal donut shop. His job is to 
deliver donuts (holes) to the 
citizens of Donut County. 
Every time he delivers a 
donut, he gets points in his 
game, and his raccoon em-
ployers get more trash. 

Each delivery starts with a 
little hole, and the task is to 
drive the hole around, find-
ing tiny little things to swal-
low up. As the hole swal-
lows more and more stuff, it 
gets bigger and bigger, until 
finally it’s swallowing up 
cars, trees, rocks and even 
houses. 

Finally BK falls into one 
of his own holes, and is 
confronted by Mira, his best 
friend, and the rest of the 
town, 999 feet underground. 
They want answers — and 
they want their stuff back.

Gameplay is two hours 
at most. I’m at three hours, 
and I played it through 
twice. It’s a cute game! 

It’s fun to move the hole 
around and find all the little 
things that will fall in it. 

There’s a little too much 
story in this game, in my 
opinion. They could have 
skipped some of the story 
and inserted another puzzle, 
but it’s still worth playing. 
The game, developed by Ben 
Esposito and published by 
Annapurna Interactive, re-
tails at $12.99 on SteamOS. 
Or grab it when it goes on 
sale, like I did. 

KIDS
KIDS is a short, interactive 

animation, drawn by Michael 
Frei and coded by Mario von 
Rickenbach. Gameplay is 
only about one-and-a-half 
hours. Each ‘scene’ starts 
with one or more of a ge-
neric human figure. Each 
figure has certain physical 
properties, just like mat-
ter. Sometimes they at-
tract, sometimes they repel. 
Sometimes they move as if 
they’re suspended in water. 
They are defined by how 

they relate to one another 
while at the same time being 
featureless.

From the KIDS web-
site (https://playkids.ch/
presskit/) “KIDS was made 
using traditional 2D hand-
drawn line animation in 
black and white. The anima-
tion was assembled, com-
posited and choreographed 
using a game engine with 
a custom-made animation 
system in conjunction with 
physics simulations.”

KIDS also exists as an 
art installation and a short 
movie. The installation 
premiered at the Museum 
of Digital Arts (MuDA) 
in Zürich, Switzerland in 
February 2018. It’s toured 
around the world and has 
been exhibited at several 
gaming festivals and digital 
art galleries. The installation 
is divided into three parts: 
interactive scenarios, an 
installation of up to 50 pup-
pets and a presentation of 
the production process. 

SCREENSHOT COURTESY PLAYABLES

In this scene each figure will fall into the hole when clicked.

SCREENSHOT COURTESY BEN ESPOSITO

The Honking Man gets a donut.

Crossword Puzzle Clues

ANSWERS: Across: 1. Looniest  5. AO  6. So  7. Grins  9. Or 10. 
None 11. Reaction Down: 1. Laughter  2. Oasis  3. Noon  4. 

Thirteen 8. Son

Crossword Puzzle

ACROSS
1. Silliest, craziest
5. Account of (abbr)
6. To a great extent
7. Smiles slightly
9. Either __
10. Not any
11. Response to a situation

DOWN
1. Happy sound
2. Calm, pleasant place
3. Midday
4. Unlucky number
8. Boy child
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The merchants on this page support our youth in all their activities. 

Support them by shopping at home – every chance you get.

Ace of Azle 
505 N. Stewart, Azle • 817-270-5600 

acehardware.com

Azle Dental Care 
Dr. Brooke Porter, & Associates 

912 Boyd Road, Azle • 817-444-1763 
smilegreat.com

Comet Cleaners 
113 Speer, Azle • 817-444-4920 

cometcleaners.com

Eagle Crest Villa 
Senior Living Community 

113 Denver Trail, Azle • 817-444-3249 
eaglecrestvilla.com

Haley Carter  
State Farm Insurance 
408 Boyd Ct., Azle • 817-444-1100 

haleycarter.com

Joe McCreary, D.D.S. 
209 Roe Street, Azle • 817-444-3209 

drjoemcreary.com

Joe Rider Propane 
7808 Jacksboro Hwy.Ft Worth 

817-237-3325 
joeriderpropane.com

Ladybug Quilt Fabric 
519 N. Stewart St., Azle • 817-455-8983 

ladybugquiltfabric.com

MTX Roofing 
682-290-6017 • www.mtxroofing.com

Pinnacle Bank 
316 N.W. Parkway, Azle • 817-444-2504 

pinnbanktx.com

Rural Gas Supply 
140 W. Main St., Azle • 817-444-4613    

rural-gas-supply-co.business.site

Sutton Printing 
119 Industrial Ave., Azle • 817-444-2222 

suttonprintingco.com

Tri-County Reporter 
321 W. Main St., Azle • 817-270-3340 

tricountyreporter.com

Congrats Azle Swim Team!
Congratulations on a fantastic 2023-2024 season, making it to the 
Region 2-5A Swimming Championship!
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Rodney Gatlin, D.C.
400 Boyd Court

817-
444-HELP (4357)

AZLE

Celebrating over 35 years in business

www.azlechiropractic.com

Joe Rider
Propane, Inc.

PROPANE
TANKS

817-237-3325

45 Years of Quality
ISO 9001:2001 Compliant           Phone 817-444-2533
Check us out on our web site B.J. Clark
www.clarksmachine.com    bjc@clarksmachine.com 

“Serving Azle & The 
Community Since 1986“

113 SPEER ST
817-444-4920

Thank you for your support!

CLEANERS

Clarks Precision Machine & Tool 
636 Profit St., Azle, TxC P M T

HILLTOP FAMILY CHURCH

“Caring about what Jesus
cares about... You!”

1227 Old Cottondale • 817-220-7177
140 W. MAIN ST.

817-444-4613

Compliments of

Rural Gas Supply
P R O P A N E

“In business since 1946”

APOSTOLIC
CORNERSTONE APOSTOLIC 
CHURCH
1801 FM 730 N., Azle
817-400-0612

HARVEST TIME APOSTOLIC
1 Block N. FM 2048 in Keeter
817-433-8220

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
FIRST ASSEMBLY OF GOD
1020 S.E. Pkwy, Azle
817-237-4903

FELLOWSHIP OF LAKE WORTH
4024 Dakota Trail, Lake Worth
817-237-9433

NEW BEGINNINGS CHURCH
810 Goshen Rd, Springtown
817-523-4462 

LEGACY CHURCH
Hwy. 199 W. at FM 2257, Azle 
817-221-2983 / 817-221-5760

VICTORY CHRISTIAN CENTER
737 Boyd Rd., Azle
817-444-LOVE

BAPTIST
ASH CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
300 South Stewart, Azle
817-444-3219

AGNES INDEPENDENT BAPTIST
350 Agnes N., Springtown 
817-523-7271

BETHEL MISSIONARY BAPTIST 
408 S. Ash St., Springtown
817-220-4238

AZLE AVENUE BAPTIST
2901 Azle Ave., Fort Worth
817- 626-5556

BY THE WORD BAPTIST
West of FM 730 N. at sign, Briar
817- 444-3484

CALVARY HEIGHTS BAPTIST
1 block off Hwy. 199,
east of David’s Patio,
Springtown, 817-221-2241

CENTRAL BAPTIST
4290 Old Agnes Road
817-594-5918

CHURCH ON THE HILL
836 NW Parkway, Azle
817-444-3752

CHRISTWAY BAPTIST
7673 West Hwy. 199, Agnes
817-220-9133 or 817-220-3581

CLEAR FORK BAPTIST
Corner of FM 730 & Ragle Rd., 
Weatherford, 817-594-1154

EAGLE MOUNTAIN BAPTIST
8780 Eagle Mtn. Circle, Azle
817-237-4135

FIRST BAPTIST
CHURCH OF AZLE
1017 Boyd Road
817-444-4828

FIRST BAPTIST CASTLE HILLS
401 Beverly Rd., Azle
817-797-4706

FIRST BAPTIST LAKE WORTH
700 Charbonneau Tr.,
west side of Effie Morris Elementary
817-237-2624

FIRST BAPTIST LAKESIDE
8801 Jacksboro Hwy., Lakeside
817-237-8113

FIRST BAPTIST COTTONDALE
1 block N. of FM 2123, Cottondale
940-433-5539

FIRST BAPTIST POOLVILLE
1 block W. of FM 920, Poolville
817-594-3916

FIRST BAPTIST SPRINGTOWN
5th & Main Street, Springtown
817-220-5229

FRIENDSHIP BAPTIST
801 Friendship Rd., 9½ miles S. of 
Springtown off Hwy. 51 S.
817-594-5940 or 817-599-4917

FUNDAMENTAL BAPTIST
5th & Main in Springtown
817-523-5477

GRACE BAPTIST
3 miles N. of Springtown on Hwy. 
51 across from Radio Tower

GRACE POINTE CHURCH
4110 E. Hwy. 199, Springtown
817-221-5683

HERITAGE BAPTIST CHURCH
3577 FM 51 N., Weatherford
817-564-3946

IGLESIA BAUTISTA
Nueva Jerusalen
6640 Midway Rd., Springtown
817-694-0444 

INDIAN OAKS PRIMITIVE
BAPTIST CHURCH
3229 Shawnee Trail, Lake Worth
817-237-8441

LAKE WORTH BAPTIST
4445 Hodgkins, Lake Worth
817-237-4163

METROPOLITAN BAPTIST
6051 Azle Ave., Fort Worth
817-237-2201

NEW HOPE BAPTIST
782 New Hope Rd., Reno area
817-221-2184

NORTHWEST BAPTIST
5500 Boat Club Rd., Lake Worth
817-237-6063 or 817-270-8476

SILVER CREEK BAPTIST
730 S. & Veal Station Rd., Azle
817-444-2325

NEW BEGINNINGS
BAPTIST CHURCH
3605 Jacksboro Hwy., Azle
817-707-2741

PRIMERA IGLESIA BAUTISTA
300 S. Stewart, Azle
817-500-3641

SPRINGTOWN
BAPTIST TEMPLE
201 J. E. Woody Rd., Springtown
817-523-0376

UNION BAPTIST CHURCH
3451 Sarra Lane, Springtown
682-333-1645

WALNUT CREEK BAPTIST
220 W. Reno Rd. in Reno
817-221-2110

BIBLE
COMMUNITY BIBLE
FELLOWSHIP
1405 Reynolds Rd., Reno
817-521-4510

NORTHWEST BIBLE CHURCH
5025 Jacksboro Hwy., Fort Worth
817-624-2111

SOLID ROCK BIBLE CHURCH
591 S. Reno Rd., Springtown
817-304-7443

CATHOLIC
HOLY TRINITY CATHOLIC
800 High Crest Dr., Azle
817-444-3063

CHRISTIAN
THE CHURCH AT AZLE
1801 S. Stewart, Azle
817-444-9973

AZLE CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
35 West Forty Estates., Azle
817-688-3339

GREATER VISION FELLOWSHIP
1801 S. Stewart St., Azle
817-825-0485

THE ABBEY CHURCH
10400 Jacksboro Hwy., Azle
817-238-1404

CROSSING FELLOWSHIP
120 E. Main St., Azle
817-406-4577

CHURCH OF CHRIST
AZLE CHURCH of CHRIST
336 NW Parkway
817-444-3268

BRIAR CHURCH of CHRIST
109 W.N. Woody Rd.
(½ block west of FM 730 N. in Briar)

817-444-7102

MIDWAY CHURCH of CHRIST
6400 Midway Rd.
817-221-2107 

NEWSOME MOUND ROAD
CHURCH of CHRIST
1460 Newsome Mound Rd.
817-677-3290

NORTHWEST
CHURCH of CHRIST
6059 Azle Ave., Fort Worth
817-237-1205

POOLVILLE CHURCH of CHRIST
West of FM 920 in Poolville
817-594-4182

SOUTHSIDE
CHURCH of CHRIST
130 W. Bradshaw Lane, Springtown
817-221-2799

SPRINGTOWN
CHURCH of CHRIST
Just west of Hwy. 51 North
817-523-4419

TRI-COUNTY
CHURCH of CHRIST
525 Hwy. 199 W., Springtown
817-980-8156

CHURCH OF GOD
ABUNDANT LIFE
CHURCH of GOD
4800 East Hwy. 199, Suite 7
Springtown, 817-677-3208

LAKESIDE CHURCH OF GOD
THE WORD@LAKESIDE
9396 Confederate Park Rd.
(FM 1886)
817-237-5500

DISCIPLES OF CHRIST
AZLE CHRISTIAN
117 Church St., Azle
817-444-3527

CENTRAL CHRISTIAN
1602 S. Main St., Weatherford
817-594-3043

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
4th & Main, Paradise

EPISCOPAL
ST. ANNE’S
ANGLICAN EPISCOPAL
6055 Azle Ave., Fort Worth
817-237-1888

PROVIDENCE REFORMED 
EPISCOPAL
405 Bowie Dr., Weatherford 
817-596-7476

ST. ELISABETH EPISCOPAL 
5910 Black Oak Lane, River Oaks
817-739-0504

GOSPEL
CENTRAL FULL GOSPEL 
FELLOWSHIP
3009 Delaware Tr., Lake Worth
817-237-7919

JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES
KINGDOM HALL OF 
JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES
212 Pearson Lane, Azle
817-221-2242

LUTHERAN
THE EDGE CHURCH - AZLE
1313 SE Parkway, Azle
817-237-4822

HOPE LUTHERAN (ELCA)
4795 Hwy. 199, Reno
817-221-HOPE

METHODIST
BOYD UNITED METHODIST
FM 730 North in Boyd
940-433-5334

FIRST METHODIST
CHURCH OF AZLE
200 Church St., Azle
817-444-3323

LIGHTHOUSE FELLOWSHIP
7200 Robertson Rd., Fort Worth
817-237-2758

SILVER CREEK 
METHODIST CHURCH
2200 Church Rd., Azle
817-444-1382

FIRST UNITED METHODIST
Hwy. 51 N & 3rd Street, Springtown
817-523-7874

POOLVILLE UNITED METHODIST
1 block W. of FM 920
(behind Poolville Post Office)
817-599-3601
THE CHURCH OF JESUS
CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS
(THE MORMONS)

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS
1010 Timberoaks, Azle
817-237-5075

PENTECOSTAL
GRACE CHAPEL UNITED 
PENTECOSTAL CHURCH
3508 Shawnee Trail, Lake Worth
817- 237-4844

PRESBYTERIAN
GRACE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
606 Mockingbird Lane, Weatherford
817-594-2744

ORTHODOX PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH OF FORT WORTH
Meeting at Northwest YMCA 
5315 Boat Club Road, Fort Worth
817-989-9800

ORTHODOX
ARCHANGEL GABRIEL
ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN CHURCH
1157 S. E.  Parkway (Jacksboro 
Highway), Azle
817-752-8255

OTHER
ALIENTO DE DIOS
2233 E. Hwy 199, Springtown
817-521-4694 

THE CHURCH IN PEASTER
www.thechurchinpeaster.org
817-596-8805

CORNERSTONE
COMMUNITY CHURCH
2233 Hwy 199 East, Springtown
817-221-LIFE (5433)

FAMILY CHURCH
9 miles S. of Springtown on Hwy. 51
817-599-7655

GRACE FELLOWSHIP CHURCH
2964 W. Hwy 114, Paradise
940-969-2427

HILLTOP FAMILY CHURCH
1227 Old Cottondale Road,
Springtown, 817-220-7177

THE FELLOWSHIP
AT PLEASANT GROVE
1064 CR4679, Boyd
940-999-8210

THE HOUSE OF PRAYER
1356 Reno Rd., Springtown
817-221-2551

POWERHOUSE
OF PRAISE CHURCH
1649 S.E. Parkway, Azle
817-319-7364

BRANDED CROSS
COWBOY CHURCH
3282 FM 2048, Boyd 76023
817-755-7021

SECRET PLACE MINISTRIES
112 Optimist Rd., Springtown
682-229-1433

GOSPEL GATHERING FELLOWSHIP
7315 Silver Creek Rd
at Flatrock Rd, Azle
832-289-8720

LIGHTHOUSE CHURCH
6409 FM 730 S., Azle
817-444-4311

LIGHTHOUSE HARBOR CHURCH
1960 Long Circle, Pelican Bay
817-444-3547

THE LIVING WORD COUNTRY 
CHURCH OF TEXAS
1240 E. HWY 199, SPRINGTOWN
817-913-2717

NEW LIGHTED WAY
624 Harbor Dr. Circle, Azle
817-444-1577

NORTHWEST TEMPLE OF PRAISE
6781 Jacksboro Hwy., Lake Worth

PRECIOUS FAITH
TEMPLE CHURCH
8601 Hwy. 199 @ Vance Godbey’s

THE HOUSE OF PRAYER
1356 Reno Rd., Springtown
817-221-2551

THE RANCH CHRISTIAN 

COWBOY CHURCH
7955 Reed Rd., Azle
682-327-7082

REAL FAMILY FELLOWSHIP
202 Pearson Lane, Azle
817-677-5963

GRACE & FAITH CENTER
11701 Jacksboro Hwy., Azle
817-210-6295

WESTERN HARVEST
FELLOWSHIP CENTER
6577 Old Springtown Rd., 
Weatherford
817-523-2855 or 817-995-9087

SHEPHERD’S HEART CHURCH
14435 FM 730 N • Azle
817-444-7777

WESTERN STAR COWBOY CHURCH
790 CR 3696 • Paradise 76073
817-688-6887

Call Jessica to reserve this space.Call Jessica to reserve this space.
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817-270-3340817-270-3340

Place your ad here!

Call
817-270-3340

WHAT’S HAPPENING  WHAT’S HAPPENING 
IN YOUR HOMETOWN?IN YOUR HOMETOWN?

Subscribe today to keep up-to-date. 

817-270-3340
tricountyreporter.com

This devotional and directory is made possible by these businesses who encourage all of us to attend worship services.

Want readers to Want readers to 

FIND
   YOU?

817-270-3340

Call Jessica 
for details

1825 W. Hwy. 199   Springtown, TX 760821825 W. Hwy. 199   Springtown, TX 760821825 W. Hwy. 199   Springtown, TX 76082

817-220-4506
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J&E
AIR CONDITIONING
& HEATING
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Your Ad

Call Jessica for details TODAY 

817-270-3340

817-270-3340
tricountyreporter.com

113 Denver Trail • Azle 
817-444-3249 • Fax 817-444-3275

www.eaglecrestvilla.com

STUDIO - 1 bath , 350 sq. ft.
ONE BEDROOM - 1 bath, 450 sq. ft
TWO BEDROOM - 1 bath, 642 sq. ft.

ADVERTISE 
YOUR BUSINESS 

WITH US
and maximize
your visibility!

Contact us about
advertising solutions.

817-270-3340

817-270-3340
tricountyreporter.com

FOR 
ONE 
YEAR

$$7070
OUT-OF-COUNTY

FOR 
ONE 
YEAR

$$5050
IN-COUNTY

817-270-3340
tricountyreporter.com

FOR 
ONE 
YEAR

$70
OUT-OF-COUNTY

FOR 
ONE 
YEAR

$50
IN-COUNTY

Place your ad 
here today! 

817-270-3340
tricountyreporter.com

Call for a free estimate!

817-304-9974
Bill.Rosser@gmail.com

profixitman.com

Bill Rosser
Painting & Remodeling 

Serving the Azle & Springtown 
area for over 40 years.

Graham
Plumbing Co.

817-220-2469
GrahamPlumbingCo.com

Commercial • Residential

VOTED BEST OF PARKER 
COUNTY 8 TIMES!

Springtown
Azle • Boyd
Weatherford

M#15899



Ad Classifications

Reach more than 8,000 households with adver-
tising in THE TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

Nobody does it better!

  CLASSIFIED 
AD DEADLINE:  

1:00 PM FRIDAY 

Most ads require payment 
in advance, but we do ac-
cept VISA,  MASTERCARD, 
DISCOVER OR AMERICAN 
EXPRESS by phone.

classified@tricountyreporter.com
817-270-3340 or 817-220-7217

1. .. Air Condition/Heating
2. ........................Antiques
3...................... Appliances
4............Appliance Repair
5.......................Arts/Crafts
6............... Asphalt Paving
7..........................Auctions
8..................Autos, Trucks
9....... Auto Repair Service
10...........Backhoe Service
11. .............. Boats, Motors
12.................Bookkeeping
13....................... Business 

Opportunity
14.......... Campers/Trailers
15.............Carports/Patios
16.........Equipment Repair
17.............. Carpet Service
18 ........................Catering
19................ Cement Work
20.....................Demolition
21..................... Child Care
22..................... Cosmetics
23.....Computers/Services

24..................... Electrician
25................. Equipment & 
                         Tool Rental
26 ................... Excavating
27............... Exterminating
28 .......... Farm Equipment
29 .........................Fencing
30 ...................... Firewood
31 ...............................Free
32 ........................ For Sale
33 .......................Furniture
34....................... Garage & 
                       Estate Sales
35 ....Garden/Mowing Svc
36.......................... Hauling
37.................................Hay
38...............Health/Fitness
39 .................Help Wanted
40 .....Home Improvement
41 ............House Leveling
42............ House Cleaning
43..........................Hunting
44..........Janitorial Service
45................... Job Wanted

46............. Looking to Buy
47................ Lost & Found
48... Maintenance/Repairs
49..... Masonry/Stonework
50... Mobile Home Service
51.................. Motorcycles
52...........................Movers
53.....Musical Instruments
54..............Music Lessons
55...............Miscellaneous
56 Party Planning/Events
57.............. Pets/Livestock
58................Piano Service
59..................Pool Service
60..................Professional 

Services
61........................ Personal
62.......................Plumbing
63.................Public Notice
64................. Photography
65..........................Printing
66..........................Roofing
67...................... Recycling
68..........................Storage

69.................. Sand/Gravel
70..................Septic Tanks
71.......Sewing/Alterations
72...............Sewer Service
73........................TV/Radio
74............. Tractor Service
75.....................Upholstery
76......... Vacuum Cleaners
77...........................Wanted
78...................Well Drilling
79..........................Welding
80.................Lots/Acreage
81.....................Business & 

Commercial Property
82.................RV’s for Rent
83............ Houses for Sale
84................Mobile Homes  

for Rent
85................Mobile Homes  

for Sale
86...... Mobile Home/RV Lots
87.............Rent Furnished
88......... Rent Unfurnished
89 ............ Wanted to Rent

RATES
16 Words or Less:

Only $10.00 per week!

Over 16 words, add 20 cents per word

Extras such as Bold, Center & Border 
are available for a small fee

Classified boxed display ads also 
available for $9.00 per column inch

(All ads must be paid in advance unless 
you have previously established credit)

 006           Asphalt Paving

 019             Cement Work
Allen Chesney Concrete

All Types of Concrete Work
Residential - Commercial
Foundations, driveways, 
sand, gravel, demolition, 
haul-off, retaining walls

817-271-4541

Concrete Services, Patios, 
Driveways, Sidewalks, Retaining 
Walls, Foundations, Stone Walls. 
Free Estimates. 817-371-8597.

 020                 Demolition

 024                  Electrician
BULLDAWG ELECTRIC CO. 
All types of electrical services 
and MH hook-ups. 
Free Estimates. 817-675-4921
www.bulldawgelectric.com. 
TECL#25253.

 026                 Excavating

 029                      Fencing
BOBBY’S FENCE. All types,  
Free Estimates, Over 26 years  
experience. 817-444-3213.

KILEY CHESNEY
CONSTRUCTION

All Types Fences - Tractor Work
817-846-6645

 039              Help Wanted

Springtown ISD is accepting 
applications for Bus Drivers and 
Monitors. Training available. 
Contact the Transportation Dept. 
817-220-1418.

MAINSTREAM group homes are 
hiring for FT/PT direct care staff.  
Weekday 3:30pm-8:30am shifts 
as well as 24-hour weekend 
shifts.  Work 2 days a week, get 
paid to sleep, and have a full-
time job!  Paid training, benefits, 
bonuses, and OT opportunities.  
Start $9.00/hr with quick 
advancement possible. Call 
817-270-2747, Monday-Friday, 
9am-3pm.

SILVER DOLLAR CUSTOMS
HELP WANTED 
2 Mechanics needed and 2 
Body Technicians Experience 
a must and tools a plus! 
Mechanics We work on all types 
of vehicles; we specialize in 
classics. From full restorations, 
modifications, rebuilds and 
upgrades, maintenance, and 
repairs but not limited to. Hours: 
Monday - Friday 8:00am to 
5:00pm Occasional Saturday 
Body Shop Technicians Metal 
work, fabrications, welding, 
body working, sanding, grinding, 
and sand blasting. Hours: 
Monday - Friday 6:00am to 
2:30pm Occasional Saturday Pay 
Negotiable Contact: Elizabeth @ 
817-752-2165 or Come by: 408 
Commerce St Azle, Tx 76020

Caregivers/Homemakers wanted 
for an Elderly Care for Tarrant 
County. Duties included: Meal 
preparation, Companionship, 
Light Housekeeping (ADL’s). 
Must have insured dependable 
vehicle. Call 817-731-4444.

 032                      For Sale

Fully furnished gunsmithing 
shop for sale. Comes with all 
tools,equipment, gun parts and 
building. Asking 18k. Serious 
inquiries call 712-204-3370.

 034 Garage & Estate Sales

Moving Sale
1232 Edgewater Dr., Azle. March 
1st and 2nd. Solid wood desk, 
lots of things need to go. Too 
much to list.

Moving Sale
600 Sunset Dr, Azle. March 
2nd 7:30-4:00. Dolls, camping 
gear, latter’s, antiques, furniture, 
dishes, etc.

 035   Garden/Mowing Service

COWBOY LAWN CARE. 
Handyman services, residential, 
farm, , landscaping, tree 
trimming. Free Estimates. 817-
271-0450. Spring Specials.

CLASSIFIEDS
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BYRUM CONSTRUCTION
Asphalt and Concrete Paving

Driveways • Parking Lots
Asphalt Repairs & Sealcoating

Asphalt Millings • Gravel

Bruce Byrum, Azle, TX 817-690-2429

Rainwater’s 
The Transmission Shop

We do our own transmission rebuilding here 
in house, ASE Certified Rebuilder, saving 

you money. Most others don’t! Others buy 
from suppliers and auto part stores.

682-615-7250 • 817-766-3852

Kiley Chesney Construction
Dirt & Concrete Work

Kiley Chesney, Owner
Springtown, TX • Mobile 817-846-6645

Driveways • House Slabs • Garages • Add-ons 
Small Land Clean-ups • Gravel Driveways

MCNEELY’S 
DEMOLITION & 

CLEAN UP SERVICE
We Create Vacancy

FREE ESTIMATES
817-996-7887

253 Eagles Way, Springtown

•Tear Down 
•Removal 
•Haul Off 
•Mobile
    Homes
•Garages

•Barns 
•Houses
•Bobcat 
    Service
•Dirt/Gravel
    Spreading

REED EXCAVATING
• SITE PREPARATION • GRAVEL ROADS
• LOT CLEARING • PARKING LOTS
• LEVELING • DEMOLITION
• FINAL GRADE • STOCK TANKS
• LAND EROSION

Dump Truck Hauling   817-919-3696

LEON’S TREE SERVICE
Expert take downs 

Stump Grinding
Residential/Commerical

Licensed & Insured • Free Estimates 
817-371-8597

Chad’s Tree Service
Trimming • Removals • Stump Grinding

Systemic Feeding • Brush Chipping • Cable Bracing

817-221-2201 • 817-246-5943 
817-800-6059 CELL

Insured for your protection
FREE

ESTIMATES

STUMP GRINDING
Don’t dig it! Grind it!
1 or 100 - We can do it.
$85 minimum within 5 mi.

817-237-5592

DORADO 
TRANSPORT LLC

AZLE, TEXAS

We Haul: Auto, Power Sports, 
Equipment and Freight

817-789-2519
DoradoTransportLLC@Yahoo.com

LINDSEY STATE JAIL CURRENT OPENINGS
Correctional Officers 

Assistant Foodservice Manager 
Asst. Maintenance Supervisor - Electrician

PLEASE CHECK THE WEBSITE FOR JOB QUALIFICATIONS.
A New Correctional Officer Pay Increase will be as follows – Starting pay will be $18.00 dollars per 
hour. After Six months’ there will be a pay increase to $19.00 per hour and at one year there will be 
another pay increase to $20.00 per hour. Must have HS Diploma or equivalent, be able to pass a drug 
screen, have a clean background, and valid driver’s license to be considered for a Correctional Officer.

Apply online at www.mtctrains.com or 
call 940-567-2272 and ask for the HR Department.

Management & Training Corporation is an Equal Opportunity Employer: Minority/Female/Veteran/Disabled

4X4 blynd on 10 Ft tower. 
2 sets of windows, car-
pet, chair and heater 
available. $900 call 
Rich 817-584-8567.

Piano with bench 
& music. $350 
817-454-3798

2022 Honda ATV Rancher 
4x4 420cc paid $9,000, 
asking $6,000. 42.4 hours, 
545 miles. 810-735-1680

009                                             Auto Repair Service

032                  For Sale

035                                                        Garden/Mowing Service

Advertising Works!

036                                                              Hauling

039          Help Wanted

039                                                     Help Wanted

3-Month Special Only $29.95

Find that Perfect 
Car or Truck in 
the Community 

Classi� eds.

Do you and your best friend need a 
new car for a road trip?

You can Sell your Auto 
in the same section. 
Call 817-270-3340 

for more info on our

OR

PLACE AN AD IN THE 
CLASSIFIEDS TODAY!

817-270-3340

Advertising 
Works!

Last Puzzle
 Solution

S-1677
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A great way to raise extra money! 
Call today for more info.
� e Tri-County Reporter

817-270-3340

16 words 
for only 

$10.
Add $2 

for 
FaceBook
Coverage



Classifieds817-270-3340 Deadline:
1:00 PM FRIDAY

 049 Masonry/Stonework

 052                       Movers

U.S. Army Retired-but not tired! 
Careful moving-Cheap.
Call Big Jim @ 817-237-5151.

 057           Pets/Livestock

Will pay top dollar for grazing 
and hay leases. Call 940-389-
1936.

Boston Terrier puppies, 6 weeks 
old, declawed, tails clipped, and 
first shot. $800. 817-773-6266.

 062                   Plumbing

 066                      Roofing

 068                      Storage

INNERSPACE STORAGE. Hwy 
199, Springtown. Now renting all 
unit sizes, 24-hour access. 682-
842-1414.

 079                      Welding

 081 Business/Commercial

40x50 building For Rent, 
3 miles west of Springtown. 
817-713-7495.

For Lease: 
Hwy 199 frontage, near 

hospital, 2000 Sq Ft $1500/mo. 
817-220-2021 

Bryant Real Estate.

 082              RV’s for Rent

Nice 1BR RV in adult RV park. 
Great for older person on limited 
income. Starts at $650/mo. All 
Bills Paid. Heritage RV Park 817-
444-3760.

 083         Houses for Sale

Cute home near Eagle Mountain 
Lake on .52 acres. 3 bedrooms 
2 baths, Two year old HVAC, 
updated flooring and paint. 
Must see $244.500. 12490 
Deeds Court, Azle, TX. Diana.
McDowell@KW.com

 084 Mobile Homes for Rent

Singlewide mobile home for rent 
$1,200/month $1,200 in security.
Call for info. 817-220-4095 
Springtown Area.

2 bedroom 2 bath single wide 
mobile homes for rent 1,100 
security 1,100 month rent 
background check required 
serious inquiries. No pets 
Springtown area 8172204095

1536 SWAN CT.
2-2 $995.MO. $800 DEP.
1525 PARTRIDGE
2-1 $745.MO. $500 DEP.
Gene Thompson & Associates
817-246-4646 gtatx.com

 088      Rent Unfurnished

Rent Special, reduced rent & 
security Deposit. 2-2 4-PLEX. 
$1, 050/mo $600/security 
deposit, WBFP, walk-in closets, 
box windows, large kitchen w/
pantry, 1,100 sf. 817-360-3039.

Tiny House for rent, new 1/1/1 
covered carport, fence yard. 
Briar $1,100 per month and 
$1,000 deposit, ready now John 
Clevenger 817 307 2511

Apartment for rent . 1 bedroom 1 
bath. $850 a month plus electric. 
$850 deposit. 1 to 2 adults only, 
no animals allowed. Call Donna 
817-688-9316 between 9am to 
5pm Mon.-Fri. And Sat. 9am to 
2pm

3/2/2 on 5 acres in Aurora area   
approx. 1882 SF   $2,000/mo 
plus deposit.  Call for application/
appointment to 817-430-0339.

3-2 Duplex, quiet location, nice & 
clean, newly refurbished, no pets. 
$1500.00/mo. 817-444-3636.

1516 CORAL CUT OFF
2-1-1 $1,145.MO. $800 DEP.
1517 CORAL CUT OFF
2-1-1 $1,125.MO. $600 DEP.
1916 PELICAN DR. N.
3-1-1 $1,245.MO. $1,000 DEP.
1572 REEF DR.
3-2-1 $1,295.MO. $1,000 DEP.
Gene Thompson & Associates
817-246-4646 gtatx.com

 040  Home Improvement
BILL ROSSER PAINTING & 
REMODELING. Big Savings: 
$100 off any job of $1,000 
or more. Painting, Carpentry, 
Porch Covers, Decks. FREE 
ESTIMATES. Call 817-304-9974; 
866-374-3559.

BOBBY MCWILLIAMS
PAINTING 817-821-6377.
Interior/Exterior Painting
Residential & New Homes.
50 years experience.

 046          Looking to Buy
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HORSE SALE
March 1st, 2024

Tack Sale Begins at 6:00 PM
Horses Follow

Stephenville Cattle Co.
Highway 281 North • Stephenville, TX

Troy 254-967-1950 • Barn 254-968-4844

LANDERS
Plumbing Co.
940-233-2862

M-10078

ROOFING & Metal 
BuIldINGs

817-304-4224
Tired of always 

replacing your roof?

We’ll be here 
after the storm.

Call us for a 
metal roof quote.

817-523-4137

Commercial & 
Residential

• Roofing
• Metal Roofing
• Carports
• Metal Buildings
• All General 
     Contracting

He r e  B e f o r e  T h e  S t o rm ,  H e r e  L o n g  A f t e r .

417 N. MaiN St • SpriNgtowN

Miles Roofing
• Insurance Claim 
     Specialists;
• Free Estimates
817-797-3420

Ash Creek
Storage

Convenient Location
Corner of Main St. & Locust • Azle

817-444-3292

Cozart

Our Business is Metal Buildings
- And We’re Good!

DESIGN    FABRICATION    ERECTION

METAL 
BUILDING SYSTEMS

Fabrication and erection of quality 
metal buildings at reasonable prices, 

any size - any design

Office 817-237-2282
Fax 817-237-0904

Mark Cozart
817-233-6668

Jeremy Cozart
817-237-2028

Metal Building
Specialist

• Weld Ups/ Bolt Ups
• Pipe Fencing
• Concrete
• Horse Barns
• All Types Fencing
• Metal Roofs

NO JOB TOO SMALL
Compare Pricing

R & E Construction

owner Rodney Vick 
817-220-3044 

fax 817-523-7639   
cell 817-253-1614       

Metal Building Erectors
• Pre-enginered  Weld-up 

• Barns/Shops 
• Arenas/Hangars

• Fencing

1220 E. Hwy. 199 • Springtown

WELD-DONE CONSTRUCTION LTD.

817-220-2150
www.weld-done.net

• Metal Buildings
• Steel Components
• Welding Supplies
• Concrete Supplies

• Fabrication Supplies
• Pipe Fencing
• Deer Blinds
• Deer Feeders

8894 W Hwy 199 • Springtown
817-220-0008 
www.SolidSS.com

Open to 
the Public

SOLID STEEL SOLUTIONS

Pelican Bay:
1513 Sheri Lane S.

Mobile Home with lot Needs Work
3-2 1986, 16x76 Sunrizon 70K

Gene Thompson & Associates, LLC
817-246-4646

AZLE OAKS
APARTMENT
700 JARVIS • AZLE

817-444-1712
1 & 2 Bedroom 

Unfurnished
Accepting Applications

Rent based on income
TDD: 

800-735-2989
This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

GENE THOMPSON 
& ASSOCIATES

HOMES and MOBILE HOMES 
FOR RENT
gtatx.com

817-246-4646

Azle Creek 
Apartments

W. Main St. • Azle

1-2-3 Bedrooms 
$750/mo. & up

817-598-0663
aaapropertiesonline.com

FIND US ON FACEBOOK!

Apply in person at: 
605 N. Business 287, Ste 102, Decatur, Texas  or call  

Human Resources  
940-627-6362 | hr.info@klementford.com 

Jodi Pettis, Executive Director
All full-time positions offer growth opportunities 

& a full benefits package including  
Medical, Dental, Vision, Life, 401(k) & more.   

EEOC

Karl Klement Properties, Inc.

Klement Distribution, Inc.
(Hershey Ice Cream Distributor)

No Positions Available at This Time

No Positions Available at This Time

No Positions Available at This Time

Service Technician
Seeking to hire ALL levels of Automotive Service 

Technicians to join our team! Compensation based on 
experience and certifications. Must have a valid TXDL, 
be dependable and responsible with a good work ethic.
To apply, please send resume via Indeed ad or come by 

our office located at
605 N. Business 287, Suite 102 in Decatur.

Full-Time, Monday-Friday

 Pickup/Delivery Driver Needed
Full time; Monday-Friday

If you enjoy being on the road, have excellent driving 
skills, and take pride in providing exceptional customer 

service, this is the perfect opportunity for you.
Apply now to join our team of dedicated pick up /

delivery drivers! To apply, come by our office located at 
605 N. Business 287, Suite 102 in Decatur.

All Types Stone & Brick Work
New Construction • Remodels

Free 
Estimates

817-308-6512
email alvarogsilva@verizon.net

commercial • residential

Azle, TX

Landscape Designs, Outdoor Kitchens 
Patios, Retaining Walls, Mailboxes

,L.L.C.

concrete

Devin’s Handyman Service
• Carpentry
• Cement
• Rock
• Granite
• Tile
• Painting
• Siding

Call Devin at 817-629-9608

WINTER 
SPECIAL
20% OFF 

with 
this ad!

• Insulation
• Kitchen/
     Bath
• Roof & 
    Gutters
• Powerwashing
• Decks

HANDYMAN NEAR ME
We Get That 

Honey-Do List 
Done For You

Call For Details
817-612-3464

$75
PER HOUR

(labor only on most jobs)

Looking to buy a 
home, 1200-2000 

square ft., 3-2, pre-
owned, garage, .75+ 
acre lot, Springtown 

area. Will consid-
er houses needing 
repair, remodel, or 

vacant building site.
Text 817-996-6351

Kevin’s
Handyman

Services

• Carpentry
• Drywall & Painting
• Tile & Laminate Floors
• Doors & Windows
• Decks & Stairs
• Cabinets & Countertops
• No Job Too Small

Springtown and 
Surrounding Areas

40 Years 
Experience

231-445-1221

039                                                                                                                                         Help Wanted

Advertising Works!

066                                                             Roofing

Rescue your Ballerina from 
the Shelter and give her a 

Furever Home

079                                                             Welding

PLACE AN AD IN THE 
CLASSIFIEDS TODAY!

817-270-3340

079                  Welding

085                                                        Mobile Homes For Sale

088  Rent Unfurnished

Advertising 
Works!

IN THE CLASSIFIEDS

817-270-3340
The Tri-County Reporter

Check out 
the Home 

Improvement 
Specialists in the 

Classifieds for 
help with your 
next project!

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT



Classifieds817-270-3340 Deadline:  
1:00 PM FRIDAY
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PUBLISHER’S NOTICE
All real estate advertising 

in this newspaper is subject 
to the Fair Housing Act 
which makes it illegal to ad-
vertise “any preference, lim-
itation or discrimination 
based on race, color, reli-
gion, sex, handicap, familial 
status or national origin, or 
an intention, to make any 
such preference, limitation 
or discrimination.” Famil-
ial status includes children 
under the age of 18 living 
with parents or legal custo-
dians, pregnant women and 
people securing custody of 
children under 18.

This newspaper will not 
knowingly accept any ad-
vertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the 
law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings 
advertised in this news-
paper are available on an 
equal opportunity basis. To 
complain of discrimination 
call HUD tollfree at 1-800-
669-9777. The toll-free 
telephone number for the 
hearing impaired is 1-800-
927-9275.

TexSCAN Week of 
Feb. 25-Mar. 2, 2024

ACREAGE
AFFORDABLE OWNER FINANCED LAND. We 
have some of the best in Texas. Hill Country, South 
Texas, West Texas. 800-876-9720, texasranchland.com.

AUCTIONS
90 LIMOUSIN & LIM-FLEX BULLS, Sat., 
March 9, 1 p.m., At The Ranch, Chattanooga, 
OK. 1 mile W, 2 miles S and 1 mile W on Hwy 5. 
Bid LIVE www.LiveAuctions.tv, 580-704-6739, 
www.coyotehillsok.com.

 CELLULAR PHONE SERVICE
Switch and save up to $250/year on your talk, text and 
data. No contract and no hidden fees. Unlimited talk 
and text with flexible data plans. Premium nationwide 
coverage. 100% U.S. based customer service. For more 
information, call 855-493-3803

EMPLOYMENT
Now hiring a full time Handyman at the Strake 
Jesuit Retreat and Leadership Center in Leona, TX. 
Visit www.strakejesuit.org/employment for more 
information.

ENERGY
Prepare for power outages today with a Generac 
Home Standby Generator. Act now to receive a FREE 
7-Year warranty with qualifying purchase. Call 1-855-
704-8579 today to schedule a free quote. It’s not just a 
generator. It’s a power move.

OIL & GAS RIGHTS
We buy oil, gas & mineral rights. Both non-producing 
and producing including Non-Participating Royalty 
Interest (NPRI). Provide us your desired price for an 
offer evaluation. Call today: 806-620-1422. Lobo 
Minerals, LLC, PO Box 1800, Lubbock, TX 79408-
1800, LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com.

MEDICAL
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Coverage for 350 plus procedures. 
Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount plan. 
Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-0467 
www.dental50plus.com/txpress #6258

WATER DAMAGE
WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP & RESTORATION:  
A small amount of water can lead to major damage and 
mold growth in your home. Our trusted professionals 
do complete repairs to protect your family and your 
home’s value! Call 24/7: 1-877-727-3027.

   WANTED
Need Extra Cash – I Buy RVs & Mobile Homes 
–Travel Trailers, 5th Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper 
Pulls. In Any Area, Any Condition – Old/New, Dirty 
or Clean! I PAY CA$H. No Title – No Problem, we 
can apply for one. We go anywhere in Texas. ANR 
Enterprises, 956-466-7001.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
221 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.
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ACROSS

DOWN

  1  TXism: “jumpy as
      _  ___ on ice”
  5  Saturday is a
      cowboy’s ____ day
  6  TX Mildred ____
      “Babe” Didrikson
  7  Austin band: “Asleep
      __ the Wheel”
  8  Texas fire ___
  9  inner Fort Worth
      suburb: ______ City
15  director Preminger
16  TXism: “grabbin’ 
      at straws”
19  detests
21  “copying” company
22  “Wreck it Ralph”
      song: “When ___  _
      ___ You Again?”
27  party-giver
28  “____  __ on” (tell
      somebody else)
29  Austin’s “TreeFolks”
      encourage people
      to _____  _ tree
30  TXism: “she could
      sell ice cubes to
      _______”
32  noted TCU coach:
      _  _ “Dutch” Meyer
33  “let _______  __
      bygones”
36  TXism: “ain’t ___
      _ lick of sense”
37  this agcy. adminis-
      ters soc. security
38  TXism: “____  __  _
      bill of goods” (lied)
39  biblical shouts of
      praise
41  golf peg
42  TXism: “short as __
      ____ eyebrow”  

  1  “Honest ___” Lincoln
  2  this Farley founded
      Boys Ranch in
      Oldham County
  3  city in Texas and
      Georgia
  4  TXism: “you can
      take ____  __  ___ 
      ____” (certain)
  8  foot digit (2 wds.)
  9  TXism: “___ 
      _______  ____ bark
      on a tree” (frugal)
10  TXism: “honest __
      the day is long”
11  3rd largest political
      party in U.S. (abbr.)

45  clean and tidy
46  Texas legendary “no
      hitter” pitcher (init.)
47  TXism: “____-walking
      drunk”
48  maker of caulks and
      sealants
49  he is _  ______ to his
      state (a fine Texan)
52  Del Rio FM station
53  ___ Colony, Texas
      in Denton County

54  this Desmond
      played with the
      Texas Rangers
      in 2016 playoffs
55  TX Perot’s 1st naval
      officer rank (abbr.) 12  university before it

      was Texas A&M-
      Kingsville (4 wds.)
13  antimony ____ are
      processed at a 
      smelter in El Paso
14  TX Tommy Lee
      Jones 1978 film:
      “Eyes of Laura ____”
15  Galveston has the
      “International
      ________ Festival”
16  office furniture
17  works hard to do
      something (2 wds.)
18  locals hired to be in
      a crowd in a film
20  TXism: “useless as
      panty____ to a pig”  

22  Texas singer of “Is
      Anybody Goin’ to
      San Antone” (init.)
23  first Texan moon-
      walker, Bean (init.)
24  “no” votes
25  gold brick, e.g.
26  rustled cattle, e.g.
28  ____ and pans
31  cow sounds

34  “Hook ‘__ Horns!”
35  on the Gulf: “___
      Rim State Park”
37  TXism: “He’s still
      got some ____ in
      his garters” (able)
40  “____ as a pin”
43  on banks of the Rio
      Grande: “Santa
      ___ National 
      Wildlife Refuge”
44  a bolo to a cowboy
50  this Tom pitched
      for the Astros in the
      1993-94 season
51  soft drink created
      in Waco: __ Pepper
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Name ____________________________________________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________________________________

City_____________________________State ________Zip _________________________________________  

County_____________________ Daytime ph. ______________________________________________

Check one:

 $50.00 
IN-COUNTY 
Tarrant, Parker & 
Wise only 

 $80.00
OUT-OF-STATE
Within the US  
 

 $70.00 
OUT-OF-COUNTY
Texas and elsewhere   

 $40.00
ONLINE ONLY
View an online replica of the 
paper without receiving a 
printed copy

 SUBSCRIPTION OFFERS

Clip and mail with check to: 

321 W. Main Street • Azle, Texas 76020

13 Months for the price of 12

Shopping 
Local 

Supports 
Your 

Community3-Month Special Only $29.95

Find that Perfect 
Vehicle for you and 

your buddy in 
the Classi� eds.

You can Sell your Auto 
in the same section. 
Call 817-270-3340 

for more info on our

OR
Need to sell your ATV? 

Call today and ask about our 
($29.95) 3-MONTH SPECIAL!

The Tri-County Reporter
817-270-3340
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TRUSTWORTHY, QUALITY SERVICE IN YOUR HOME TOWN.TRUSTWORTHY, QUALITY SERVICE IN YOUR HOME TOWN.

Excavating Contractors • Demolition & Excavation

817-220-0000817-220-0000
info@melvilleinc.cominfo@melvilleinc.com
Find us on FacebookFind us on Facebook Soli Deo Gloria

2024

Awards

‘A dream come true’ 
Southern Honey Giftique, run by 
mother-daughter duo, named 
2023 Business of the Year

MADELYN EDWARDS
springtownreporter@tricountyreporter.com 

Southern Honey Giftique 
co-owner Barbara Kent 
attended the Azle Area 
Chamber of Commerce 
Awards Banquet while keep-
ing a secret from her daugh-
ter and fellow co-owner 
JoAnna Johnson — their joint 
business would win a major 
award.

Kent learned of the honor 
ahead of time and had to pro-
vide the business’ biography 
that would be presented dur-
ing the ceremony. She said 
watching Johnson react to 
Southern Honey Giftique be-
ing named 2023 Business of 

the Year was “amazing.”
“Just watching her face 

whenever she figured it out 
— best thing ever for me,” 
Kent said. “She is the face of 
our business. I just do the 
behind-the-scenes stuff, so I 
feel like the award is mostly 
about her.”

Johnson disagreed with her 
mother’s assessment of their 
business. 

“It is definitely a team ef-

fort,” she said. 
In the end, Kent’s secret-

keeping abilities were im-
penetrable, and Johnson was 
pleasantly surprised by the 
achievement. 

“We are very excited,” 
Johnson said. “We’ve only 
been in business for a few 
years, and we were not ex-
pecting this at all. There are 

PLEASE SEE BUSINESS | C2

JIM STEVENS | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

Tracy Keene presents Barbara Kent and JoAnna Johnson with the 2023 Business of the Year award at the 
Azle Area Chamber of Commerce Awards Banquet.

BUSINESS OF THE YEAR

Southern 
Honey Giftique

Ware lauded for contributions 
to community, charities

Tri-County Reporter publisher 
Kim Ware named Citizen of the Year

MADELYN EDWARDS
springtownreporter@tricountyreporter.com 

The crowd at the Azle 
Area Chamber of Commerce 
Awards Banquet applauded 
as soon as Kim Ware’s name 
was announced as the Citizen 
of the Year before Lora 
Paschal even finished pre-
senting the award. 

Being the longtime head 
of Azle’s local newspaper, 
Ware is usually aware of most 
things going on around town. 
But winning this award — 
what she called the “honor of 
a lifetime” — came as a com-
plete shock. 

“I’m honored and thankful, 
and I’m going to kill my staff 
because they’ve been keep-
ing secrets from me,” she 
joked during her impromp-
tu speech. (This reporter is 
happy to confirm that no 
members of The Tri-County 
Reporter’s staff were harmed 
in the aftermath of the 
banquet.) 

Citizen of the Year honors 
people who make a “lasting 
contribution to the Azle-

area community,” Paschal 
said. She described Ware as 
someone who supports lo-
cal events and organizations 
like Azle Area Ministerial 
Alliance’s Follow the Flag, 
National Day of Prayer, the 
Eagle Mountain Pregnancy 
Help Center and the Future, 
Hope and Healing Center. 
She and the newspaper led 
the Fill the Pantry Challenge 

PLEASE SEE WARE | C6

JIM STEVENS | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

Citizen of the Year winner Kim Ware takes a picture with Lora Paschal and Azle Area Chamber of 
Commerce Executive Director Jennifer Herrington.

CITIZEN OF THE YEAR

Kim Ware
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Because 
 We Care

•   Essential Oils
•  Homeopathic & 

herbal products
•  Accepting Most 

Insurance
•  Convenient Drive-Thru
•  FREE Deliveries In Azle 

City Limits
•  Most Prescriptions 

filled within 15 min.

Pharmacy 817-406-4546 • Fax 817-406-4550
Hours: Mon-Fri 8:30 am - 6 pm, Sat 9 am - 1 pm, Closed Sun.

232 W. Main St, Azle • lauraspharmacy.com

More than just a pharmacy.

Call us to find out how! 

817-406-4546

Are Multiple 
Medications 
Driving You Mad?
We can pack your 
prescriptions in 
packets according to 
the way you take your 
medications.

Diabetes Self-
Management 
Education & Support

Take Charge 
of Your 
Diabetes
Classes begin Feb 3 
and continue for 10 
weeks - call to enroll

682-239-8314

At Lighthouse Residential Exteriors, we understand that 
your home is more than just a structure; it’s a haven of 
memories, comfort, and security. With a commitment to 
excellence and decades of experience, we take pride 
in being the guiding light for homeowners seeing 
trusted and reliable exterior solutions.

100%
 

Satisfaction 
Guarantee

GUIDING ROOFING SOLUTIONS 
WITH TRUST & TRADITION

www.SmileGreat.com • 912 Boyd Road • Azle 817-444-1763 

Proud Member of the Azle Chamber for 26 Years!

AZLE DENTAL CARE
BROOKE PORTER, D.D.S. & ASSOCIATES

Great Smiles 
Start Here!

Call us to get 
your own great 
smile started!

 

  

 

 

(817) 307 – 2828 
Fax: 888-908-5987 

Officeof.bunerocpa@gmail.com 
252 W. Main Street, 

Suite E 
Azle, Texas 76020 

 

Professional business Portraits
Commercial Photography 

Drone Photography
Family portraits

Photography Lessons Offered

713-725-5620

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

11345 FM 730N, Azle
817-696-6421

Owner Kenny Bates • 817-361-3695

AIR & 
HEAT

KEEP ON TRUCKIN!

so many amazing businesses in the 
community, so this was very special to 
us.”

Southern Honey Giftique opened 
in 2021 and was a dream venture for 
Kent and Johnson. The shop sells gifts, 
T-shirts, home décor and spirit wear.

“With their love of crafting and for 
their community, they set their course 
to build a successful business that al-
lowed other crafters to have a true 
storefront location,” said Tracy Keene, 
who presented the award to Southern 
Honey Giftique at the banquet. “JoAnna 
Johnson and Barbara Kent are never 
ones to boast, but we will because they 
are doing an amazing job. Our chamber 
is so proud of Southern Honey Giftique 
for all they have been able to achieve 
within our community.”

Business of the Year recipients are 
chosen because they show “the pros-

BUSINESS
FROM PAGE C1

perity and success that can be achieved 
in Azle,” Keene said.

“This business is always evolving 
with the trends to keep our community 
members smiling,” she said. “This busi-
ness ‘spreads the wealth’ by collabo-
rating with other businesses to create 
bonds throughout the Azle business 
community.”

One of the ways Southern Honey 
Giftique supports the community 
is through working with the Azle 
Independent School District Transition 
Center, which “provid(es) essential life 
skills and vocational training to young 
adults as they navigate the transition 
from school to independent living,” ac-
cording to the center’s Facebook page. 
Johnson said students in this program 
are offered a free booth at the shop to 
sell things like dog and cat toys they 
make, and the proceeds are given back 
to the transition center. 

Johnson said being able to share the 
Business of the Year award with her 
mother is “a dream come true.” 

JIM STEVENS | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

Outgoing Azle Chamber 
president Marcy  Pinkston 
with the 2024 Azle Chamber 
President, Michael Wright.

Past and 
Future 
Presidents
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#enhanceyourevent

Book Our Photo Booth Now
www.collinscapturesdfw.com

H Military Owned & Operated Business H

3221 E. Hwy 199 • 817-444-2855

Next to Boomtown Furniture

Daily Lunch Specials

Breakfast Served All Day

Call-Ins WelcomeCall-Ins Welcome
Mon-Sat 6 am - 9 pm • Sun 6 am - 3 pm 

DAILY LUNCH SPECIALS 
CALL-INS WELCOME

316 W. Main St. Azle • 817-444-1400

• Probate
•  Estate 

Planning
• Disability
• Family Law

Marcy Pinkston
S. Grace Neal
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

Neal Legal, P.C.
817-237-4099

Office 817-220-7218 • Mobile 817-944-6160
george.conley@parkercountytx.com

Thank You to the Azle Area Chamber 
of Commerce for your hard work & 

dedication to our community.

Parker County Precinct #1
George Conley
Your County Commissioner

Political ad paid for by George Conley.

• Dry Cleaners
• Laundry
• Comforters
• Bridal Gowns

113 Speer Street, Azle 
817-444-4920

Marsha Worley - General Manager

Proud to be a 
part of the 

Azle Chamber 
of Commerce

CLEANERS 
and LAUNDRY

817-270-3340817-270-3340
TriCountyReporter.com

Print

FOR 
ONE 
YEAR

$$7070
OUT-OF-COUNTY

FOR 
TWO 
YEARS

$$135135
OUT-OF-COUNTY

FOR 
ONE 
YEAR

$$5050
IN-COUNTY

FOR 
TWO 
YEARS

$$9595
IN-COUNTY

Family man wins Businessman of the Year

Shaye Hogle proud of father 
Hogye Hogle’s achievement 

MADELYN EDWARDS
springtownreporter@tricountyreporter.com 

Shaye Hogle beamed 
from her seat as her father, 
Hogye Hogle, was named 
Businessman of the Year 
at the Feb. 15 Azle Area 
Chamber of Commerce 
Awards Banquet. 

The father-daughter duo 
heads up Hogle Insurance 
Group, which Hogye Hogle 
started in the mid-1980s. 
Shaye Hogle said her father 
inspired her business career. 

“I was very, very proud of 
him,” Shaye Hogle said. “I was 
very touched. It was great 
seeing him on stage. I have 
looked up to him ever since I 
can remember, and I still do, 
and I’m very, very proud and 
very honored.”

When asked what his fami-
ly means to him, Hogye Hogle 
said, “Everything.”

“They’re dandies,” he said. 
“Why they put up with me, I’ll 
never know.”

David Shaffer presented 
the award to Hogye Hogle at 
the banquet and said winners 
of the award are people who 

stand out as “exemplary.”
“The Businessman of the 

Year award is presented to a 
man who demonstrates the 
outstanding qualities neces-
sary for the development and 
improvement of business,” 
Shaffer said. 

Regarding Hogye Hogle 
specifically, Shaffer de-
scribed him as someone who 
makes people smile with his 
“Hogye-isms,” as well as a 
humble man who is faith-
ful to his family. Shaffer also 
quoted Hogle as once say-
ing, “Azle is just my kind of 
people” when asked why he 
didn’t move to a bigger city.

“He is well known for his 
readiness to deliver in what-
ever capacity is needed to 
help keep the city he loves 
thriving,” Shaffer said.

The crowd at the banquet 
gave Hogye Hogle a stand-
ing ovation when Shaffer fin-
ished announcing him as the 
award winner. When Hogle 
approached the podium, his 
first words were, “You dirty 
dogs.”

Hogye Hogle also served 

as the banquet’s master of 
ceremonies and said he had 
no idea he was going to win 
Businessman of the Year. 

“I wondered why they 
wouldn’t let me see who won 
the awards this year,” he said 
after the ceremony ended. “I 
was going, ‘What’s happening 
here?’ (They were) probably 
afraid I’d tell everybody.”

Shaye Hogle knew her fa-
ther would win the award and 
had the task of keeping the 
secret. 

“I usually can keep my 
mouth shut pretty well,” she 
said. “Writing his bio, I did 
get a little bit teary-eyed writ-
ing it.”

Winning Businessman of 
the Year meant a lot to Hogle. 
He hasn’t achieved this honor 
before and joked that he had 
previously won an award 
for getting thrown out of his 
hometown of Electra near 
Wichita Falls. 

“Time goes by pretty quick-
ly, and I’ve been through so 
many of these,” he said on 
a more serious note. “I’ve 
just seen a lot since I started 
here.”

JIM STEVENS | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

Hogye Hogle of Hogle Insurance Group was surprised to win Businessman of the Year at this year’s Azle 
Area Chamber of Commerce Awards Banquet.

BUSINESSMAN OF THE YEAR

Hogye Hogle
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Motley’s AUTOMOTIVE & 
MOTORCYCLES

State Inspection for Tarrant & Parker Counties

PACKAGE
DROP OFF 
STATION

Kerry Lane Kerry Lane

NW Pkwy Hwy 199

Service Rd

Jackson Tr.

W
estline Rd.

1304 NW Pkwy (Hwy 199)

817-444-8529 
817-456-0907
motleyautomotive.com
Mon - Fri 8:30 am - 6:00 pm

Automotive

• Tune-ups

• Diesel

•  Suspension

•  Computer Diagnostics

• A/C Repair

• Brakes

• Emission Repairs

•  Repair & Restore 

Classic Cars

Motorcycles 

& ATVs
•  Maintenance 

& Repairs

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED FOR 23 YEARS

Whether you’re starting a business or 
have been in business for years...

Reliable 
Year-Round 

TAX SERVICES

Tax Preparation
• Filing Consultation
• Payroll
• Tax Professional
• Tax Extensions
•  Free Professional 

Notary Public
•  1040, 1065, 1120, 

1120S, 941
Military, First 
Responders & 
Veterans 
Receive 50% Off

1355 NW Parkway, 
Ste. 104

817-270-2574
RYRTax.com

Your local agent 
for home & auto
Call me for a quote today.

Lindsay Ellis 
Agent

106 Suite A 
Eureka Street, 
Weatherford 
TX 76086

Bus: 817-594-0252 
lindsay@coveredbylindsay.com 
www.coveredbylindsay.com

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity 
Company, State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, State Farm General 
Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL

State Farm County Mutual Insurance Company of Texas, State Farm 
Lloyds, Richardson, TX 
State Farm Florida Insurance Company, Winter Haven, FL 

A/C & HEAT
by Russell

Authorized Dealer:
• Rheem • Comfortmaker • Amana

SERVICING ALL BRANDS
SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATION

Residential & Commercial
Major credit cards accepted

817-270-8811 office
817-239-8710 cell

 Russell Reed
owner

TACLBO17933C

Quality At Reasonable Rates 140 W. Main St.  • Azle140 W. Main St.  • Azle
817-444-4613817-444-4613

PROPANE & TANKSPROPANE & TANKS
RURAL GAS SUPPLY

Celebrating 77 Years

REFILLS 
AVAILABLE!

119 Industrial Ave. 
Next to Dollar General

817-444-2222

GET QUOTES
SuttonPrinting@aol.com

Digital & Gloss Full Color Business Cards
Gloss Full • Color Post Cards • Yard Signs

Full Color Banners • Copy Paper

Digital Business 
Cards 250250
$$29299999ONLY

Local Delivery • Metro Delivery • UPS

415 West Main St. Azle, TX 76020
817-444-9024

TYLER A. HARDEN,
ATTORNEY, P.C.

A Local Law Firm 
Trusted In The Community

Tyler A. Harden, Attorney, 
P.C., has been in Azle, 
Texas, since 2009. 

“We strive to meet 
the legal needs of our 
clients with the utmost 
professionalism and 
integrity.”

Real Estate • Small Business
Estate Planning • Probate

STEWART TITLE COMPANY
COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL 

CLOSINGS • REFINANCES

817-444-6563

J & E Air Conditioning
& Heating Inc.

Licensed & Insured in the State of Texas: TX Lic.# TACLA01475E

Check us out on:

FOR IMMEDIATE SERVICE, CALL:

817-220-4506

1825 W Highway 199 
Springtown, TX 76082

ROOFING 
& METAL 

BUILDINGS
TODD HUSE 817-304-4224

RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL
All Types of Roofing. • Experts in Metal, Composition & Repairs

WE’LL BE HERE AFTER THE STORM.

• Free Estimates
• Insurance Claims Assistance
• Emergency Storm Repairs

• 24-Hour Assistance
• 3-Year Labor Guarantee
• Local References

Something old and something new

Hill’s Paint and Body recognized at 
Azle Area Chamber banquet as “Rising Star”

ZACH FREEMAN 
azlereporter@tricountyreporter.com

One Azle business comes 
highly “wreck-a-mended” by 
local chamber members.

The Azle Area Chamber 
of Commerce recognized 
Hill’s Paint and Body as one 
of Azle’s most promising 
new businesses at a recent 
gala. Kim Ware, Tri-County 
Reporter publisher, present-
ed the Rising Star Award to 
Hill’s Paint and Body dur-
ing the Feb. 15 Azle Area 
Chamber of Commerce 
Awards Banquet.

The Rising Star Award is 
presented to a new business 
that has been established in 

Azle within the past year and 
shows exciting potential.

Hill’s Paint and Body has 
been family-owned and oper-
ated for 34 years. Previously 
located in Saginaw, the busi-
ness moved to 1500 Boyd 
Road in Azle in June 2023 
and celebrated with the 
chamber in an August ribbon 
cutting ceremony. Although 
their business is new to town, 
the owners are not. Two of 
their children are Azle ISD 
alumni, and their other chil-
dren are Azle ISD students. 
They have been a part of the 
community on a personal 
level for years but wanted to 
be business members here. 
James and Candace Hill have 

JIM STEVENS | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

Kim Ware with James and Candace Hill

RISING STAR

Hill’s Paint 
and Body

always seen the enormous 
potential Azle has. Candace 
Hill was without words after 
receiving the award, only 
describing the moment as 
amazing. 

“It’s an absolute blessing,” 
James Hill said. “We wouldn’t 
be here without the grace of 
our Lord and savior He’s the 
one that made it all happen.”  

“We are proud and honored 
to be recognized by the Azle 
Area Chamber of Commerce 
and members for the Rising 
Star Award,” the couple post-
ed on Facebook. “It continues 
to be a blessing to serve our 
community. Thank you all for 
your continued support and 
God Bless.”
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4801 Marine Creek Parkway 
Fort Worth, Texas 76179

tccd.edu

• Musculoskeletal Injuries

• Back Stabilization

•  Balance & 
Proprioceptive Training

• Post-Op Rehab

•  Return to Sport Programs

• Serving Azle Since 2000

Rehab Today for a Stronger Tomorrow

245 W. Main St., Azle 817-270-2975
Physical Therapy and Sports Medicine

500B N. Stewart 
Suite 1, Azle

817-752-2065
TexasDesignerFlooring.com

ON SALE

Because You Need Floors, 
Not FOMO

NOW!

Featured Collection: PALM CITY 
Color: ADOBE OAK

T  ELZA-GNIROOLF RENGISED SAXE
 
5  1 .etiuS trawetS .N B00
 
A  02067 XT ,elz
 
8   560225771

C  :noitcello R  EGATNIV ERA
C  :rolo A  KAO RALHS

C  :noitcello B  EVITCELLOC KLAWDRAO
C  :rolo S  ENUD DNA

C  :noitcello M  SFFULB ANERO
C  :rolo F  NACEP GNIRPS HSER

Feel the love
Candid moments from the 
Azle Chamber Banquet

JIM STEVENS | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

The Azle Area Chamber Banquet is open to members and non-
members alike. Catering provided by Caitlyn’s Catering.
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Kim Ware rests her head on her husband Mark’s shoulder during the ceremony at the Azle Area Chamber 
of Commerce Awards Banquet.

JIM STEVENS | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

Kim Ware addresses the crowd.

in benefit of the Community 
Caring Center, and she has 
helped the effort to provide 
kids with free bicycles during 
the Christmas on Main Street 
event.

“Those of you that I’ve had 
the pleasure of helping over 
the years, raise some money 
for whatever your organiza-
tion was, it was an absolute 
honor for me to do that,” 

WARE
FROM PAGE C1

Ware said during her speech.
Aside from her charity 

work, Ware has participated 
in the Azle community in 
multiple other ways as well. 
She previously served as a 
Lakeside City Council mem-
ber and has been president 
of the board at the Azle and 
Springtown chambers of 
commerce, in addition to oth-
er positions she has held. 

“She works alongside local 
organizations like the Rotary 
Club, Optimist Club, multiple 
nonprofits, and the Chamber 
to help them strengthen their 

presence and further their 
missions,” Paschal said.

Ware may be most known 
for her position at The Tri-
County Reporter, formerly 
The Azle News. She started 
her career at the newspaper 
in 1999 and took on the role 
of publisher in 2012. She is 
also president of the paper’s 
parent company, Hyde Media 
Group, and oversees the 
company’s two other publica-
tions, Hood County News and 
the Gatesville Messenger. 

Ware specializes in news-
paper advertising, and she is 

passionate about supporting 
the local businesses that in 
turn aid the paper. 

“It’s a natural win-win for 
all of us, and there’s noth-
ing in this in this world right 
now that’s more important 
than a community newspa-
per,” Ware said. “We are the 
lifeblood of this community. 
We keep everybody informed 
of really what’s going on in an 
unbiased way.”

When she’s not at work or 
volunteering, Ware spends 
time with her husband and 
grandchildren. 

“Kim is a committed friend 
to many,” Paschal said. “I am 
personally thankful to be able 
to present this award to a 
woman who has been a part 
of my life for more than 20 
years, first as my high school 
cheer sponsor, and now my 
boss, mentor and friend. Kim, 
thank you for all the work 
you consistently put into 
strengthening our commu-
nity and meeting the needs of 
our citizens and businesses.”

Ware’s win was met with a 
standing ovation and cheer-
ing from the audience. She 

said she’s proud to be a part 
of the community as well as 
the people she works with. 

“It’s easy to love this com-
munity,” Ware said in her 
speech. “When I moved here 
36 years ago, I was an out-
sider. Really, I was. It was so 
much fun though because I 
love small towns and small 
communities. What I didn’t 
realize was how much I 
would love this community, 
and I love the people of this 
community.”

tricountyreporter.com

VOLUME 1, NUMBER 38
Local, zone(s) 3 sections, 32 pages

INSIDE
News - A1 - A12 | Obituaries - A6 | Diversions B1 - B5 | Classifieds B6 - B8

THURSDAY ,  February 22, 2024  •  $1.00

167 W. Main • 817-444-6389 • HogleInsurance.com 

Shaye Hogle

Hogye Hogle

5.75%

Fixed Annuity
5 Year Contract

*$
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it • Life Insurance • Group Life Insurance • Medical • Group Medical  (2-50 employees)• IRAs • SEPS • Annuities • Medigap Plans • Final Expense Plans • Short Term Medical • Trip Insurance • Dental Plans

3% Savings Account with All Life Policies

‘Illegal gambling operation’ at Briar Beer & Tobacco 
Tarrant County officers arrest cashier, looking for store manager, owner 

MADELYN EDWARDS
springtownreporter@tricountyreporter.com 

BRIAR — Tarrant County Sheriff’s detectives arrest-
ed a cashier at Briar Beer & Tobacco in connection with multiple charges related to gambling. 

On Feb. 8, the Game Room Enforcement Unit detectives executed a search warrant related to gambling allega-tions at the business in the 14000 block of Farm-to-
Market Road 730 North. 

“The unit had intel that 
this business was allowing customers to use illegal gam-ing devices to play for mon-ey,” according to a sheriff’s 

SEE GAMBLING | A4

MADELYN EDWARDS | TRI-COUNTY REPORTERTarrant County Sheriff’s Office deputies executed a search warrant at Briar Beer & Tobacco related to gambling allegations on the afternoon of Feb. 8.

History maker
Terri Toone reflects on being the first Black woman to lead Springtown Chamber

MADELYN EDWARDS
springtownreporter@tricountyreporter.com 

SPRINGTOWN — Tears 
came to Terri Toone’s eyes when she started thinking about Rosa Parks’ legacy. 

Fed up with racist discrimi-nation, Parks refused the 
order of a Montgomery city bus driver to give up her seat to a white passenger Dec. 
1, 1955. A Washington Post article from 2015 quotes 
her as saying, “I had been 
pushed around all my life and felt at this moment that I couldn’t take it anymore.” Unfortunately for Parks, the police arrested and fined her, but in the bigger picture, her dissent sparked change. The Montgomery bus boycott be-gan and ended after the bus system’s segregated seating was deemed unconstitutional by the Supreme Court, and 

the court ordered integrated seating. 
Toone thinks about Parks and tries to imagine what it must’ve been like for her on that bus to deal with the hurt-fulness of inequality. 

“That was a strong wom-an,” Toone said. 
When Black History Month comes around in February, Toone becomes a scholar on Black history and uses the occasion to educate herself as much as she can as well as provide opportunities for her young granddaughter to learn. This year, she was fas-cinated by Bessie Coleman, the first African American 

woman to get a pilot license, as well as the importance of historically Black colleges and universities. 
Toone is a historical Black figure in her own right as the first Black woman to serve as executive director of the Springtown Area Chamber of Commerce. 

After she was named ex-ecutive director last year, 
Toone didn’t immediately understand the historical 
nature of her hiring. She re-called being confused after being approached by some-one in the grocery store who 

PLEASE SEE HISTORY | A2

PRIMARY

Republican primary candidates Congressional for District 12
ZACH FREEMAN
azlereporter@tricountyreporter.com

Congressional District 12 

encompasses western Fort Worth to eastern Mineral 
Wells. U.S. Rep. Kay Granger (R) has served the district 

since 1997 and is not seek-ing re-election in 2024. 

SEE CD12 | A4

ZACH FREEMAN | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER
John O’Shea

MADELYN EDWARDS | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER
When Black History Month comes around in February, Terri Toone becomes a scholar on Black history 
and uses the occasion to educate herself as much as she can. She is also a historical Black figure in her 
own right as the first Black woman to serve as executive director of the Springtown Area Chamber of 
Commerce.

Bond or bust
The reason why SISD leaders say bond funding is needed

MADELYN EDWARDS
springtownreporter@tricountyreporter.com 

SPRINGTOWN — Jessica Castro, a Springtown High School alumna whose 
children have attended 
Springtown schools, recalled when her son described the overcrowding at SHS in a way that many local folks can re-late to. 

“We had the Wild West 
(Festival); he was walking 
down to where the food 
trucks were, and it was a sea of people, and he turned to me, and he said, ‘This is what it’s like in the hallways at the school,’” Castro said. “I was 

EDITOR’S NOTE: This article is part two of a series to find out why Springtown Independent School 
District’s bond proposals have failed four times in a row. The Tri-County Reporter has interviewed 
supporters and opponents of the school bond and SISD’s leaders as well as retrieved data on local property 
taxes. Part one of this series tracks the history of SISD’s bond efforts. This article will examine the current 
state of SISD schools and claims of overcrowding. 

floored by that because I was uncomfortable just walking through that crowd, and he has to do it every day all day long.”
If it had passed at the polls, Springtown Independent 

School District’s bond pro-posals last year would have addressed the high number of students at all campuses. The plan was to turn the cur-rent middle school into a 
ninth-grade center to allow for growth of 360 freshmen 

students and build a new 
middle school on Williams-Ward Road. This would have freed up space at SHS to the tune of 515 seats and al-
lowed for 250 more students in grades six through eight. Converting the current inter-mediate school into SISD’s fourth elementary school 

for grades pre-kindergarten through five could have made room for 330 more stu-

PLEASE SEE BOND | A8

PHOTO COURTESY KENDRA HUTCHISON
Kids squeeze their way through tight spaces at Springtown Intermediate School. 

EAGLE MOUNTAIN 
LAKE Special Section

Ten reasons to subscribe to the Tri-County Reporter:
1)  We Plug You In! Whether you are a ‘veteran’ or you are new to the community, the Tri-County 

Reporter can plug you in to local organizations and service opportunities through news items.

2) We’re here! The Tri-County Reporter is owned and operated IN Azle.

3)  We’re there! Nobody gets out into the community and covers your events like 
The Tri-County Reporter.

4)  We’re legal! The Tri-County Reporter is the official, legal, newspaper of record for the City of Azle, 
Reno, Lakeside, Pelican Bay, City of Springtown, and the Azle Independent School District.

5)  Print, online or both for the same price! A subscription to The Tri-County Reporter gives you access 
to the print and online versions of our newspaper. You can choose either or both!

6)  Local Business Advertisers Subscribing to the Tri-County Reporter is a great way of getting 
information on local businesses.

7)  Sports! Nobody covers Azle and Springtown sports like The Tri-County Reporter! .

8)  Specialty Publications! Throughout the year, The Tri-County Reporter includes specialty publications 
on such subjects as Home & Gardening, Health Care, Graduation, Community Events and more - all 
free of charge.

9)  We strive to be the best! The Tri-County Reporter has established itself based on quality and 
credibility. Numerous awards for excellence from the National Newspaper Association, Texas Press 
Association and regional press associations attest to our quest for quality.

10)  We’re grounded! If we’re going to plug you in, it’s good to be grounded. Staff members of The Tri-
County Reporter are involved in numerous local community organizations, giving back and being 
part of the community.

817-270-3340 • www.tri-countyreporter.com

321 W. Main St., Azle 817-270-3340  • tricountyreporter.com
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From L-R: Jennifer Herrington with Lacey Davis, Shaina Davis, and Jennifer Goodwin of The Orchard, and Hartley McCauley.

The epitome of fun in business

FRIENDS OF THE CHAMBER AWARD

The Orchard Event Venue

JESSICA MCKINNEY
jessica@tricountyreporter.com

The recipient of the 2023 
Friend of the Chamber Award 
is an established business 
that has been a part of com-
munity events for many 
years. The Orchard Event 
Venue, where the chamber 
banquet has been held two 

years in a row, was chosen by 
Jennifer Herrington, execu-
tive director of the Azle Area 
Chamber of Commerce, for 
being “a business that has 
supported the staff and the 
chamber and taken extra 
steps to become devoted 
friends.”

Lacey Davis, Jennifer 
Goodwin and Shaina Davis, 

staff members at The 
Orchard, accepted the award 
from Herrington.

“We are so excited and 
grateful to have won this 
award,” said Lacey.

“We love being a part of 
this community and especial-
ly the chamber. Jennifer and 
Hartley have been exception-
al at making the chamber so 

fun and exciting this last year 
that we have just jumped at 
the opportunity to help and 
be a part of everything we 
can. We love that we are for-
ever best friends of the Azle 
Chamber.”

“These ladies are the 
epitome of fun in business,” 
Herrington said when pre-
senting the award. 

“Work aside, their atti-
tudes toward life are truly 
inspiring and rub off on you 
when in their presence. This 
duo has become a trio over 
the last year, and they have 
created such an inspiring 
team. They always show up 
when you need them, espe-
cially our sweet friend Lacey, 
who doesn’t mind a scatter-

brained directive at 4:30 on 
the morning of Sting Fling. 
Whenever you need a floor-
plan, a good laugh, or a help-
ing hand, they are right there.

“Don’t ask us how they 
make everything look so fab-
ulous; they have yet to share 
this business secret with me.”

•  Excellent Competitive 
Compensation & Bonuses

•  Health Insurance 
(100% employer paid)

•  Dental Insurance 
(100% employer paid)

•  Vision Insurance 
(100% employer paid)

•  Life Insurance 
(100% employer paid)

•  Education Assistance 
(related to their position)

• 401(k) Retirement Plan
•  Uniforms for 

Manufacturing Employees
•  Prescription Safety Eyewear
• Tool Purchase Program
•  Workplace Training and 

Mentoring
• Paid Vacation • Paid Holidays
•  Employee Appreciation Perks
• Direct Deposit
• And much more

Assemblers, Machinists, Fitters, Welders, Painters, Electricians, 
Quality Assurance Inspectors, General Labor, Shift Supervisors

IMS offers to all full-time eligible employees:

Bees

General Pests

Rodents

Scorpions

Spiders

Termites

YOUR COMPLETE PEST 
CONTROL SERVICE

We have been providing effective pest control 
solutions throughout the DFW Metroplex area for 

more than 75 years.

Our family-owned and operated business is fully 
equipped to handle all of your pest control needs.

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED. 
OVER 75 YEARS OF SERVICE. 

817-915-2470

Tom Samples 
Pest Control

321 W. Main St., Azle 817-270-3340  • tricountyreporter.com
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Azle Chamber Banquet’s silent auction 
and Lips or Hips coin toss game

Funds raised from the silent auction and and the Lips or Hips coin toss game go to support local Chamber events, 
like the Sting Fling Festival, Business After Hours, the Chamber Golf Tournament, the Annual Clay Shoot, Christmas 
on Main Street, and many more. The mission and purpose of the Azle Area Chamber of Commerce is to promote 
the economic progress, civic, commercial, and industrial welfare of the City of Azle and surrounding areas. Events 
like the Silent Auction also helps to support the daily operations of the Azle Area Chamber of Commerce.

CaitlynsCatering

F O R  D E L I C I O U S  F O O D  W I T H  A  B E A U T I F U L  P R E S E N T A T I O N

12505 FM 730 South, Azle 

817-995-6050
Family Owned & Operated
Schedule your free tasting today!

JIM STEVENS | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

JIM STEVENS | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

Lips or Hips winner Kevan Kellison
JIM STEVENS | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

Competitors in the Lips or Hips game.
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A & M Gardens
Apex Land Surveying
Azle ISD
Azle Manor Health Care 
& Rehabilitation
Brace Chiropractic and 
Wellness Center
City of Azle
Community National 
Bank & Trust of Texas
Community Waste 
Disposal
Eagle Crest Villa
Eagle Mountain Plaza
Fidelity National Title
Hogle Insurance Group
Marsha Hardin 
Real Estate

Melville Excavating
Michael Wright-Clark 
Real Estate Group
NBT Financial
Neal Legal
ON-SITE AIR Heating 
& Air Conditioning
The Orchard Event 
Venue & Retreat
Pinnacle Bank
Servolution Network
Tarrant County College 
Northwest Campus
Tri-County Electric 
Cooperative
Tri-County Reporter

Azle Chamber Banquet’s table sponsors:

ZACH FREEMAN | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER 

Food provided by Caitlyn’s Catering.

Thank you for your support!

JIM STEVENS | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

Caitlyn’s Catering provided sweet treats for the event.
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Is Proud To Announce The Winners of the 17th Annual

Azle’s People’s Choice Awards
FAVORITE CATERER

Caitlyn’s Catering

JIM STEVENS | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

From L-R, Robyn & Scott Tanner, their family, and Alton Davis

FAVORITE EVENT VENUE

Azle Deer Cove

JIM STEVENS | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

From L-R, Alton Davis and Sara Langston
JIM STEVENS | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

From L-R: Alton Davis, Jack Ford
JIM STEVENS | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

From L-R: Alton Davis, Matt Adams

FAVORITE CITY OF AZLE EMPLOYEE

Jack Noah
FAVORITE AZLE ISD EMPLOYEE

Matt Adams

JIM STEVENS | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

From L-R: Alton Davis and Samantha Watkins
JIM STEVENS | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

From L-R: Alton Davis and Terri Bartlett 

FAVORITE INSURANCE AGENCY

Haley Carter State Farm
FAVORITE NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION

Good N.E.W.S.

Azle’s People’s 
Choice Awards
Winners are chosen by 
ballot. Azle citizens vote 
for the nominees and the 
results are announced at 
the Azle Chamber Banquet.
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2597 W. Hwy 199, Springtown 
817-668-6363

Open Mon.-Fri. 8:30 am - 5 pm Sat. 9 am - 2 pm

www.springtownfloors.com 
SpringtownFloors@yahoo.com

Wood • Tile • Vinyl Plank • Carpet • Shower
12 Months No Interest Financing Available W.A.C.

SALES & INSTALLATION
Honesty & Quality Are Our Best Reference! 

Family Owned & Operated

405 Commerce Street
Azle, Texas 76020

www.nbt.bank | 817.759.9001

Come see 
what 

hometown 
banking can 
do for you!

Exceeding
Expectations

405 Commerce Street
Azle, Texas 76020

www.nbt.bank | 817.759.9001

Come see 
what 

hometown 
banking can 
do for you!

Exceeding
Expectations

Exceeding Expectations

Come see what hometown 
banking can do for you!

The Trinity Group is a diverse team of Real Estate experts that have come from a variety of different 
backgrounds, but share the same common goals and passion to help people achieve their dreams 
of owning their own home and finding financial freedom through Real Estate. Whether you are a 
first-time homebuyer, a seasoned investor, or looking to sell your property, we are dedicated to 
guiding you through the process with integrity, professionalism, and unparalleled results.

Trinity Group Realty | Real Estate Experts

Helping You live Your Dream

Contact us! 817-941-6454 • trinitygrouprealty.com

The Trinity Group is a diverse team of Real Estate experts that have come from a variety of different 
backgrounds, but share the same common goals and passion to help people achieve their dreams 
of owning their own home and finding financial freedom through Real Estate. Whether you are a 
first-time homebuyer, a seasoned investor, or looking to sell your property, we are dedicated to 
guiding you through the process with integrity, professionalism, and unparalleled results.

Trinity Group Realty | Real Estate Experts

Helping You live Your Dream

Contact us! 817-941-6454 • trinitygrouprealty.com

The Trinity Group is a diverse team of Real Estate experts that have come from a variety of different 
backgrounds, but share the same common goals and passion to help people achieve their dreams 
of owning their own home and finding financial freedom through Real Estate. Whether you are a 
first-time homebuyer, a seasoned investor, or looking to sell your property, we are dedicated to 
guiding you through the process with integrity, professionalism, and unparalleled results.

Trinity Group Realty | Real Estate Experts

Helping You live Your Dream

Contact us! 817-941-6454 • trinitygrouprealty.com

Proud to support the neighborhood
Being a good neighbor means being 
there for my community. As your local State 
Farm® agent, I’m ready to help whenever 
you need me. Give me a call.

Haley Carter

817-444-1100

Best Agent 
and Agency 

in Azle

Feel the love
Candid moments from the 
Azle Chamber Banquet

JIM STEVENS | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

Chamber board member David Shaffer bids on one of the many 
silent auction items provided by chamber members and local 
businesses for the event.
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Call me today to discuss your options.
Some people think Allstate only protects your car. Truth is, Allstate can also protect your 
home or apartment, your boat,  motorcycle, even your retirement and your life. And the 
more of your world you put in Good Hands®, the more you can save.

Insurance subject to terms, qualifications and availability. Allstate Property and Casualty Insurance Co. Allstate Fire and Casualty Insurance Co., 
Allstate Insurance Co., Allstate Texas Lloyd’s, Allstate Indemnity Co., Allstate Vehicle and Property Insurance Co. Life insurance offered through All-
state Life Ins. Co. & Allstate Assurance Co., Northbrook IL and American Heritage Life Insurance Co., Jacksonville, FL. Securities offered by Personal 
Financial Representatives through Allstate Financial Services, LLC (LSA Securities in LA and PA) Registered Broker-Dealer, Member FINRA, SIPC. Main 
Office 2920 South 84th Street, Lincoln NE 68506 877-525-5727. © 2010 Allstate Insurance Co.

Mares Insurance Group, Inc.
817-444-1491
208 W. Main St., Azle

AUTO • HOME • LIFE • RETIREMENT

®

Mon-Fri: 7am-6pm • Sat-Sun: Closed

817-237-0606 ChristianBrothersAuto.com
6531 Lake Worth Blvd., Lake Worth TX

Complete automotive repair • 2 year 24,000 mile warranty
Service all makes and models • Free courtesy shuttle

Locally owned and operated817-270-3340817-270-3340
TriCountyReporter.com

FOR ONE YEAR

$$4040
Online
Only

Locally Owned and Serving the Community for Over 49 Years

Accepting Medicare, Medicaid, Private Pay, 
United Healthcare, Blue Cross Blue Shield, Care N Care

HEALTH CARE & REHABILITATION

Experience The

Difference

Laci Gray
Business Development Director

Welcome to Azle Manor - the cornerstone in 
Rehabilitation and Skilled Nursing care.

721 Dunaway Lane, Azle, 76020
817-444-2536 • www.azle-manor.com

Proud member of the 

Azle Area Chamber 

of Commerce

Hours:  Mon. 9am-12pm & 2pm-6pm • Tues. 9am-12pm & 2pm-5pm 
Wed. 9am-12pm & 2pm-7pm • Thurs. 9am-12pm & 2pm-6pm • Fri. 8am-1pm

CHIROPRACTIC CARE CAN TREAT:
Headaches • Pediatrics • Personal Injury • Asthma • Common Cold • Backaches

www.bracechiropractic.com

237 W. Main St. • Azle 
817-444-2170

Dr. Matt Mishio, 
D.C.

Dr. Jessica Brace, 
D.C., C.C.S.P.

Chiropractic 
& Wellness Center, L.L.C.

BRACE

Accepting All Major Insurance & 
Medicare In Network with

BLUE CROSS/BLUE SHIELD PHCS, 
AETNA AND UNITED HEALTHCARE

Dr. Matt 
Mishio and 
Dr. Jessica 

Brace

Did you know? Massage Therapy may be 
covered by your Insurance. Call for Details.

Azle Area Chamber of Commerce 
Board of Directors 

ZACH FREEMAN | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

L-R: Dena Hall, Joe Hamilton, Chris Wynn, Jim Stevens, Shaye Hogle, Debbie Bunero, David Schaffer and Michael Wright.
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Shaye Hogle Hogye Hogle

Insurance Group
167 W. Main • 817-444-6389

www.HogleInsurance.com 
“Our Best Policy is Personal Service”

Life Insurance • Group Life Group 
Medical • Annuities Medical 

IRAs • Auto • Home
Medicare Supplement

Call Us At 817-237-3325

Customers 
who use 
Joe Rider 
Propane 
SAVE an 
average of 
$250/year!

SERVING THE AZLE AREA SINCE 1954
FREE SYSTEM CHECK • NO FEES

Switch Today 
and get a FREE 
$25 gift card!

117 W. Main St., Azle • 817-406-4602
redsburgerhouse.com

Eat Fresh, 
Eat Local

T
H

ANK YOU
!For Voting Us

9 Years In A Row

#1 
 Burger!

We Service Grease Traps, 
Septic Systems, and Grit Traps

Cindy Morgan, President/Owner 
1432 Greg Street, Azle, Texas 76020

Office 817-444-9999
Emergency Text 817-629-2653 

AmericasBestPumping.com

America’s Best America’s Best 
Vacuum Service, LLCVacuum Service, LLC

• Learn about your equipment and plumbing
• Basic water chemistry
• FREE Book about topics discussed
• 10% Off in store coupon
• Weekly Service on Inground Pools Available

One of our trained technicians will come to your home 
and explain to you how your pool system works!

Needing help 
with your pool 
or equipment?

1401 SE Pkwy, Azle
817-238-0890

AQUALINE AQUALINE 
POOLSPOOLS

Established in 1980
WE BELIEVE IN QUALITY

Where customers 
send their 
friends.

AZLE PAINT 
& BODY

•  We have called Azle 
home for 47 years

•  Collision repair, painting, 
hail damage, glass replacement 

233 W. Main • 817-444-5057
Eric Chisholm, Owner

• Insured for your protection 
• Free Estimates

• Commercial & Residential
• Removals 
• Stump Grinding 
• Trimming 
• Systemic Tree Feeding

Satisfaction 
Guaranteed

Chad Green
Owner/Operator

817-246-5943
404 W. Main St. #104, Azle, TX 76020

817-752-2052
craveazle@gmail.com • www.craveazle.com

CAFE • CAKERY • CATERING

DR. DUSTIN FIELDS
729 Boyd Rd • Azle • 817-444-3289

HOURS: M-F 8-5:30, Closed for Lunch 12-1:30 • Sat 8:00-12

care for feline and canine

JIM STEVENS | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

Karen Ogea with practice manager of Azle Vision Source Nicole Lovato.

The ‘eyes’ have it
Azle Vision Source 
recognized for 
beautification

ZACH FREEMAN 
azlereporter@tricountyreporter.com

A well-established business 
with a new location was hon-
ored with the Azle Chamber 
of Commerce’s Shining Star 
Award at the organization’s 
awards banquet Feb. 15. 

Karen Ogea, board presi-
dent of Eagle Mountain 
Pregnancy Help Center pre-
sented the award to Azle 
Vision Source during a grand 
ceremony with other out-
standing Azle businesses. 
The Shining Star Award is 
given to a business that 
has made improvements or 
beautification to its property 
that benefits and enhances 
the appearance of the entire 
community.

Azle Vision Source has 
served patients in the Azle 
area for more than 20 years. 
Its current owner, Dr. Jamie 
Strong, purchased the prac-
tice in 2016. As Azle has 
grown, so has its need for 

quality eyecare. The business 
decided to relocate to allow 
more space for its patients 
and to allow its staff to ac-
commodate the vision needs 
of all people in the Azle area.

“Azle Vision Source is 
grateful for its new location 
and is looking forward to 
many more years serving our 
vibrant community,” Ogea 
said introducing the awardee.

This was a huge undertak-
ing, she continued. The total 
renovation and move took 11 
months.

“(It feels) amazing, just 
wonderful (to be recog-
nized for this award),” Nicole 
Lovato, practice manager of 
Azle Vision Source, said. “I 
can’t believe it. We work hard 

and appreciate the support of 
the community.”

Azle Vision Source moved 
from a suite at 601 Northwest 
Parkway to its much larger 
building at 158 Industrial 
Ave., the former site of 
Aaron’s Rent to Own, last 
year. 

“(The new building pro-
vides) a lot more space,” 
Lovato said. “We’re better 
able to accommodate the 
patients that come in and 
especially the older patients. 
It’s … definitely been an im-
provement for business as 
well. We’re able to accommo-
date more patients and keep 
them here in Azle and keep 
them from going outside to 
the city.”

SHINING STAR AWARD

Azle Vision Source

321 W. Main St., Azle 817-270-3340  • tricountyreporter.com
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Taco Plate
Plate Comes w/Rice, 
Beans & 24 oz Drink

Chicken
SINGLE 2.29
PLATE 9.99
 Beef
SINGLE 2.29
PLATE 9.99

BURGERS
Hamburger 4.99 

7.99 Meal  
Cheeseburger 4.99  

7.99 Meal 

Plate MenuPlate Menu ALL PLATES COME WITH A 24 oz. DRINK

TORTA PLATE
Rice & Beans or Fries

9.99
 TORTA

6.99

GORDITA PLATE
w/Rice & Beans 

9.99
GORDITA

3.49

QUESADILLA PLATE
w/Rice & Beans 

8.99
QUESADILLA

5.99
TOSTADA PLATE

w/Rice & Beans 

9.99
 TOSTADA 

3.49

SOPES PLATE
w/Rice & Beans 

9.99
SOPES

3.49

COMBO PLATE
w/1 tostada, 1 taco 

& 1 bean burrito

9.99

TAMALES AVAILABLE ALL LOCATIONS • PRICES MAY VARY

BEAN BURRITO 1.89 
Bean & cheese

COMBO BURRITO 3.29 

Meat, Cheese & Beans

REGULAR BURRITO 3.29 
Meat, Cheese & Pico de Gallo

SUPER BURRITO 4.49 
Meat, Cheese, Lettuce, 
Pico de Gallo, Sour Cream 
& Sauteed Onions

EL GORDO BURRITO 6.99 
Meat, Rice, Beans, Lettuce, Cilantro, 
Cheese, Sour Cream & Sauteed 
Onions, Pico de Gallo

Burrito SpecialBurrito Special

Choice of Meat:
BEEF

CHICKEN
BARBACOA
AL-PASTOR

CHICHARRON
CARNITAS

CALL IN YOUR ORDER TODAY!CALL IN YOUR ORDER TODAY!

FISH BASKET
2 pcs. Fish, Fries, 

Texas Toast, 
24 oz Drink

9.99
FISH TACO 

PLATE

9.99
NACHOS
Regular 4.99 
Super 7.99

Family 
Specials
12 TACOS 

1 Pint Of Rice & 
1 Pint Of Beans 

27.99
10 TACOS 
SPECIAL

19.99

Biscuits
Chicken Biscuit 1.89 • Sausage 1.89 
Bacon 1.89 • Sausage & Egg 2.39 
Sausage & Cheese 2.39
Sausage, Egg & Cheese 2.99
Sausage, Egg, Cheese & Bacon 3.29

229999Breakfast Burritos
Sausage, Egg & Cheese
Bacon, Egg & Cheese
Chorizo, Potato & Egg
Potato, Egg & Cheese

www.mytacotime.com
Centerpoint Kwik Stop • 11652 FM 730 N 

817-444-3947
730 South Kwik Stop • 12555 FM 730 S 

817-270-5430
Boyd Kwik Stop • 213 E. Rock Island Ave. 

940-433-2466

Springtown Kwik Stop • 432 TX-199 
817-523-4422

Springtown Kwik Stop #2 • 529 N Main St. 
817-523-2888

Bridgeport Kwik Stop • 1206 Hovey St. 
940-683-4190

Thank You For Voting!
Kwik Stop: Best 
Convenience Store
Taco Time: 
Best Tacos

Real bankers... not just a bank.

At Prosperity Bank, we’re 
committed to providing services 
that will simplify our customers’ 

everyday financial needs. 
We believe in building 
genuine relationships 

and a great experience.

608 Boyd Rd., Azle, TX 76020 

817-378-2240 
Fax 817-378-2294
FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE

Lobby: 
Monday-Thursday 9 am to 4 pm, 

Friday 9 am to 6 pm

Drive Thru: 
Monday-Friday 7:30 am to 6 pm, 

Saturday 8 am to 12 pm

JIM STEVENS | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

Michael Wright  and Kelli Limbaugh

AMBASSADOR OF THE YEAR

Kelli Limbaugh

Limbaugh named 
Ambassador of the Year
JESSICA MCKINNEY
jessica@tricountyreporter.com

The Azle Area Chamber 
of Commerce relies on its 
team of ambassadors to drive 
engagement and growth of 
the chamber throughout the 
year.

“(Ambassadors) are the 
beating heart — working 
the front lines, welcoming 
guests, providing informa-
tion, and offering much-
needed help at events” said 
Michael Wright, incoming 
board president, when pre-
senting the Ambassador of 
the Year award.

“These individuals com-
mit their time to genuinely 
welcoming our new members 
and befriending those in our 
community.”

Each year, the chamber rec-
ognizes one ambassador who 
has “gone beyond the call of 
duty” in making a difference 
for the chamber and in the 
Azle community.

Kelli Limbaugh, owner of 
Long Dog Yard Art, was rec-
ognized as the 2023 Azle 
Chamber Ambassador of the 
Year.

“I was truly shocked,” 
Limbaugh said about hearing 
her name announced at the 
banquet. 

“To be given this award 
by my peers is overwhelm-
ing. That they think of me 
as a huge contributor, I was 
humbled. It feels good to be 
valued.”

Limbaugh said that work-
ing with the chamber has 
allowed her to meet with 
wonderful, unique people of 
different backgrounds and 
she has truly enjoyed the 
connections and friendships 
that have come from those 
interactions.

“As an ambassador, I’ve 
learned that it’s important 
to get people involved, help 
them understand the ad-
vantages of being a mem-
ber of the chamber and how 

it can help them be more 
successful.”

Limbaugh and her hus-
band, Randy, relocated to 
Texas from Michigan in 2020. 
Shortly after the move, the 
couple launched their yard 
card greeting company, Long 
Dog Yard Art, and they have 
been brightening up yards 
in front of homes and busi-
nesses with their fun designs 
ever since.

Limbaugh is a loving wife, 
mother, and “Gigi,” and an 
Air Force veteran. She is 
known for her smiling face 
and fun outfits. She can al-
ways be found helping out at 
chamber events, from ribbon 
cuttings to luncheons, Sting 
Fling and Christmas on Main 
Street. Limbaugh also is seen 
throughout the Azle commu-
nity, visiting other small busi-
nesses, cheering them on and 
supporting them in person 
and online.

321 W. Main St., Azle 817-270-3340  • tricountyreporter.com

FOR 
ONE 
YEAR

$$4040
ONLINE

FOR 
ONE 
YEAR

$$5050
IN-COUNTY

FOR 
ONE 
YEAR

$$7070
OUT-OF-COUNTY

FOR 
ONE 
YEAR

$$8080
OUT-OF-STATE
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MOBILE APP

DOWNLOAD OUR

Thank you,City of Azle

SERVICING YOUR COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL SOLID WASTE SINCE 2007

972.392.9300

The City of Azle has won numerous local 
environmental awards for its brush program, 

which enables residents to recycle clean 
brush into compost materials.

See Website for Green Event Details 
CommunityWasteDisposal.com
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LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED 
IN AZLE FOR OVER 20 YEARS

113 Denver Trail,  Azle 
www.eaglecrestvilla.com

Let us do all the work 
so you can get 
back to 
what you 
enjoy…

Call to schedule a tour 
and complimentary lunch

817-444-3249

An Equal 
Opportunity 

Employer

JIM STEVENS | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

Lauren Chavez with Carissa Widner. 

Customers entrust us with their hard-earned money every day. It’s a responsibility 
we never take lightly. We have the freedom and flexibility to build solutions to fit 
your business needs. It’s not about products. It’s about solutions. We truly want to 
be a partner in your success. We are proud to offer a variety of products and  
services to help you achieve your financial goals, including:

• Lines of Credit
• Cash Management Solutions
• Credit Card Processing
• Online Banking
• Wire Transfers
• Business Deposit Accounts

• Commercial Term Loans
• Construction Lending
• Equipment Loans
• Commercial Real Estate Solutions
• Owner Occupied Real Estate

TRUSTED GUIDANCE AND SOLUTIONS 
FOR YOUR BUSINESS NEEDS.

T H E  W A Y  B A N K I N G  S H O U L D  B E

AZLE 316 N.W. Parkway, 817.444.2504 • pinnbanktx.com

24_PTX01_AZLE_CHAMBERBANQUET_SPECIAL_AD.indd   124_PTX01_AZLE_CHAMBERBANQUET_SPECIAL_AD.indd   1 2/2/24   9:34 AM2/2/24   9:34 AM

Hometown hero recognized for 
banking career in Azle

Carissa Widner recognized as businesswoman of 
the year by Azle Area Chamber of Commerce

ZACH FREEMAN 
azlereporter@tricountyreporter.com

Long having served the 
people of Azle with her fi-
nancial and monetary ex-
pertise, Carissa Widner was 
dubbed Businesswoman of 
the Year at the Feb. 15 Azle 
Area Chamber of Commerce 
Awards Banquet. 

Lauren Chavez of Red’s 
Burger House presented the 
much-anticipated award to 
Widner, senior vice president 
of NBT Financial and Azle 

branch president. Widner is 
an Azle native and a gradu-
ate of Azle High School. At 
age 17, she began her career 
in banking when she joined 
the staff at Azle’s First Bank. 
She worked in the opera-
tions department and as a 
lending assistant starting in 
1996. In September 2010, 
Widner joined NBT Financial 
as a new accounts represen-

tative and lending assistant. 
She was promoted to a bank 
officer in 2012 and later to 
branch manager. She became 
president of the Azle branch 
of NBT Financial in April 
2022. Along with her busi-
ness success, Widner was 
described as a wonderful wife 
and mother, an active Lions 
Club member and dedicated 
mayor pro tem for the city of 

BUSINESSWOMAN OF THE YEAR

Carissa Widner

Sanctuary. 
“I’m very honored and a 

little bit anxious,” Widner 
said. “I’m very thankful to 
have grown up here and been 
able to be involved in many 
activities throughout the 
community.”

About her strategy in bal-
ancing the many activities 
she is involved in, Widner 
joked, “I go crazy.” She em-
braces chaos and manages 
her busy schedule with dedi-
cation and the decades of ex-
pertise at her disposal. 

JIM STEVENS | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

From L-R, Lauren Chavez, Carissa Widner
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We provide title insurance 
for real estate transactions.

Dr. Joseph McCreary, III 
FAMILY & COSMETIC DENTISTRY

Family dentistry for all ages. Serving the Azle, Texas area

209 Roe Street, Azle TX 76020
817-444-3209

PREVENTATIVE • RESTORATIVE • COSMETIC

Go ahead 
& smile!

Crowns & Bridges 
Whitening 

Dental Veneers 
Cosmetic Dentistry 
Implant Restoration 

Dentures 
Pediatric Dentistry & More...

Marsha HardinJanie Lee Melissa Donahew

Christy MasonKaren Fuller Carl RussellGilda Jackson

MarshaHardinRealEstate.com

817-444-5330
112-A  E. Main St. Azle 

Specializing in Managed Print Services

We care about our customers!

2716 SE Loop 820 Fort Worth, Texas

817-704-2421 

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED

LEASE AND SELL
Copiers, Printers, Scanners, 
and document management 
solutions featuring Kyocera 
copiers and printers. 

WE WORK ON ALL MAJOR BRANDS: 
XEROX, CANON, RICOH, HP, SHARP, ETC.

JIM STEVENS | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

From L-R, Jennifer Herrington and Lora Paschal. Lora Paschal, a chamber ambassador and the sales and 
marketing rep for the Tri-County Reporter, was awarded the 2023 Director’s Award in recognition for all 
of the support she provided at the many chamber events throughout the year.

Chamber director: 
‘Paschal has 
superpowers’
JESSICA MCKINNEY
jessica@tricountyreporter.com

Jennifer Herrington, execu-
tive director of the Azle Area 
Chamber of Commerce, pres-
ents the Director’s Award 
each year to “an individual 
who has provided great assis-
tance and encouragement” to 
herself and the chamber.

This year, the distinguished 
award was presented to Lora 
Paschal, a chamber ambas-
sador and the sales and mar-
keting representative for the 
Tri-County Reporter.

“The 2023 Director’s 
Award goes to an amazing 
person who I am convinced 
is an actual superhero,” said 
Herrington.

“There is simply no other 
way she could be there for ev-
eryone the way she is without 

superpowers.”
Herrington described 

Paschal’s dedication and hard 
work that makes her stand 
out among other chamber 
members and ambassadors 
throughout the year.

“From start to finish at all 
our events, (Paschal) is there 
to ensure we have the extra 
hands we need. I can’t think 
of one event we have host-
ed this past year where she 
wasn’t the first person to ask 
what she could do to help.

“At our annual clay shoot, 
she was incredible,” said 
Herrington.

“When the day’s activities 
had come to an end, and we 
sat down to relish the mo-
ment, she was nowhere to 
be found. As the hunt began, 
we found her in the entry-
way sweeping up mounds of 

dried mud from the shooters’ 
boots.”

Herrington noted that 
Paschal is always “stepping 
up, always offering ideas, and 
always there when we need 
support.”

“I am truly humbled to 
receive this award from the 
chamber,” said Paschal.

“I try to put my best effort 
into everything I do, and be-
ing able to work alongside 
Jennifer, Hartley, chamber 
members and ambassadors 
has been such an amazing ex-
perience for me. I’ve learned 
so much, and the chamber’s 
mission to support and help 
grow small businesses in 
Azle is something I’ve be-
come passionate about.  I’m 
so happy to be able to help 
with that in any way that I 
can.”

DIRECTOR’S AWARD

Lora Paschal

“When the day’s activities had come to an end, and we sat down to relish the 
moment, she was nowhere to be found. As the hunt began, we found her in 
the entryway sweeping up mounds of dried mud from the shooters’ boots.”

JENNIFER HERRINGTON
Executive director of the Azle Area Chamber of Commerce
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