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Azle ISD unveils unofficial accountability rating
School officials speak on student 
achievements, effects of COVID

ZACH FREEMAN 
azlereporter@tricountyreporter.com

AZLE — Texas Academic 
Performance Reports (TAPRs) 
have been released for 2023 
and Azle ISD is standing 
strong. TAPR is an important 
tool for school districts to 
determine how their students 
fare academically. The met-
ric measures STAAR-based 
student achievement, school 
progress from year to year 

and equity between differ-
ent demographics enrolled at 
each campus. It is used by the 
Texas Education Agency and 
the federal government to 
help identify which schools 
need guided improvement 
and which can be trusted to 

self-assess. 
In years past, TAPR has 

been used to generate an ac-
countability rating for each 
district. Prior to launch, TEA 
unveiled a new formula for 
the 2023 accountability rat-
ings that many districts wor-

ried would negatively impact 
their scores. These districts 
then filed a lawsuit against 
TEA in protest of the new 
formula. The release of 2023 
accountability ratings is cur-
rently pending on judicial re-
view. Using the new formula, 
Azle ISD has calculated its 
own unofficial score based on 
the recently released TAPRs. 
Using this formula, the dis-
trict should score an 85 or a 
B on the 2023 accountability 

ratings. Azle ISD also scored 
an 85 in 2022. Districts were 
not rated in 2021 or 2020. 
Azle ISD received an 88 for 
2019. 

AISD Director of Secondary 
Curriculum and Federal 
Programs Jordan Thiem said 
that while the district does 
not hold accountability rat-
ings as its “north star,” he is 
proud that the hard work and 
progress of the district and 
its students has been reflect-

ed in its unofficial score. 
“Commissioner Morath 

has let it be known that the 
new accountability system 
has raised the bar on expec-
tations and has therefore 
raised the bar on many of 
the metrics,” Thiem said in 
an email to the Tri-County 
Reporter. “The numbers that 
we have seen for our district 
with internal data should 
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Lexi Woolsey walks the red carpet with her Buddy, Diane Bird Rae.  Night to Shine 
is an unforgettable prom night experience, centered on God’s love, for people 
with special needs, ages 14 and older. This year’s event was presented by The Edge 
Lutheran Church of Azle in partnership with Servolution.

Night to Shine 2024
MORE 
PHOTOS
PAGE A14

Results of 2023 school
bond elections in Texas

GRAPH MADE BY MADELYN EDWARDS VIA
NATIONAL CENTER FOR EDUCATION STATISTICS
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Bond or bust 
Part one of a series exploring 
SISD’s failed bond elections

MADELYN EDWARDS
springtownreporter@tricountyreporter.com 

SPRINGTOWN — Longtime 
Springtown school board 
member Tootie Hall pro-
voked the Springtown City 
Council to chuckle when she 
gave a brief update on the 
school district’s quest for a 
winning bond election.

Hall represented the school 
board at the Jan. 25 meet-
ing in honor of Mayor Greg 
Hood’s proclamation of 
School Board Recognition 
Month. While she had their at-
tention, Hall addressed SISD’s 
inability to pass a bond elec-
tion, saying the school board 
is evaluating the district’s 
situation and how to proceed. 
She ended her remarks by 

saying, “There will be another 
bond, so start saving your 
quarters,” which summoned 
the hum of laughter from 
council members. 

Not much seems to have 
changed since Springtown 
Independent School District’s 
last failed bond election in 
November, the fourth install-
ment in a series of ballot 
proposals rejected by vot-
ers. From the perspective 
of school district leaders, 
campuses still need relief 
from overcrowding caused 
by enrollment growth, but 
some voters are still wary of 

approving any measure that 
would increase their property 
tax bills. 

Hall said she made her 
comment to the council 
because she doesn’t see 
another way forward other 
than to keep asking voters 
to approve a bond propos-
al, though the proposition 
may need to be split up into 
pieces. 

“We’re still grasping for 
straws,” Hall said. “I mean, we 
are out of room.”

The question isn’t whether 
the school board can call an-
other bond election, but rath-
er, what will it take for voters 
to approve it? 

Since December, The Tri-
County Reporter has sought 
to find out why SISD’s bond 
proposals have failed not 
once but four times in a row. 
To answer this question, 
the Reporter interviewed 
multiple people — including 
SISD Superintendent Shane 
Strickland, school board 
members, bond supporters 
and opponents — and re-
quested data on local proper-
ty taxes and results of school 
bond elections in the state. 

To best convey its findings, 
the Reporter has broken this 
story into parts. Part one of 
this series will examine the 
history of Springtown’s bond 
election efforts. 

In May 2021, SISD had its 
first of four failed bond elec-
tions. The school board called 
for a $38.5 million bond elec-
tion to build a new elementa-
ry school, add classrooms at 
the middle and intermediate 
schools and expand the high 
school’s welding shop, ac-
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All about the candidates
We asked candidates running in upcoming primary elections 
to tell us about themselves and their goals.

Tarrant County Constable Precinct 4 A3
Tarrant County Sheriff  A1
Texas House District 99 A8
Parker County Constable Precinct 1 A13
State Board of Education District 11 A4
State Representative District 60 A6
State Senator District 30 A10
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Who’s running for
Tarrant County Sheriff?
STAFF REPORTS

Tarrant County — Residents in 
Tarrant County have the chance to 
elect a new sheriff this year.

Sheriff Bill Waybourn, who cur-
rently holds the office, is seeking re-
election. He faces challengers Indya 

Murray and Patrick Moses, both 
Democrats. The primary election in 
March will allow voters to select a 
candidate to represent each party. 
Primary Election Day is March 5 and 
early voting runs Tuesday, Feb. 20 to 
Friday, March 1.

The Tri-County Reporter asked all 
the candidates vying for the sher-
iff’s office in the Democratic and 
Republican primaries to tell us about 
themselves and their goals. Check 
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Of the 203 school bond elections that took place last year in Texas, 
74% passed at least one proposition while 26% failed, according to 
the Municipal Advisory Council of Texas.

SOURCE: MUNICIPAL ADVISORY COUNCIL OF TEXAS
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PD. POL. ADV. BY GLENN ROGERS CAMPAIGN 

BIDEN IS NOT WORKING
TO STOP BORDER
CROSSERS AND

ILLEGAL IMMIGRANTS, 
GLENN ROGERS IS!

• INCREASED BORDER 
SECURITY SPENDING BY 
630%.

• PAID FOR ACTUAL WALL 
BUILDING.

• VOTED TO GIVE TEXAS 
STATE TROOPERS THE 
RIGHT TO ARREST.

• NOW, HE IS WORKING TO 
INCREASE SENTENCES 
ON CONVICTED BORDER 
CRIMINALS BY 20 YEARS!

Friday March 1st • 6:30 pm
Covered Bridge Venue

2250 Agnes Circle, Springtown, Texas
Hosted by the Springtown Area Chamber of Commerce

Ladies Remember Your Big Hats!Ladies Remember Your Big Hats!
Gentlemen Grab Your Bowties!Gentlemen Grab Your Bowties!

PRIZE FOR THE BEST HATPRIZE FOR THE BEST HAT

RSVP 817-220-7828
$55 Per Person

$550 Table for 10 Guests

 SCAN QR CODE
TO PAY ONLINE
BY FEB. 22ND
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reflect the idea that we are 
improving… We try to make 
a difference to every child ev-
ery day. In terms of account-
ability, that means we are 
focusing on making sure that 
every student grows academi-
cally by a full year or more 
and that we continue to give 
multiple options to our sec-
ondary students to be college 
or career ready.”

Thiem also broke down 
student STAAR test scores 
to show where Azle ISD’s 
strong suits and weaker 
points lie in a Jan. 22 Azle 
ISD board of trustees meet-
ing. Last year, the district 
showed gains in perfor-
mance levels for all subjects, 
demonstrated by 80% and 
51% of students achieving at 
least the “approaches” and 
“meets” markers. The dis-
trict had more students in 
this category than both the 
state and regional averages. 
The district slightly lagged 
behind in the “masters” cat-
egory at 19%, with the state 
at 20%. One of Azle’s best 
subjects is 10th grade U.S. 
history, with 97% of students 
falling under “approaches”, 
77% under “meets” and 41% 
“masters.” The state average 
for each respective category 
was 94%, 70% and 38%. Fifth 
grade STAAR scores and high 
school English were two more 
high points for Azle students, 
while math scores were their 
lowest. 

“The gains are one indi-
cator of success and as a 
district we couldn’t be more 
proud of the work that stu-
dents and teachers have 
done to make those results 
happen,” Thiem said. “The 
gains we see from TEA data 
need to be celebrated and 
acknowledged but are a small 
piece of the puzzle. We have 
so many things to celebrate 
in Azle that aren’t measured 
or acknowledged by TEA in 
accountability.”

STAAR data also showed 
that 2023’s third graders 
lagged behind the high-
achieving fourth grade class-
es one year ahead of them. 
Thiem said this year is sig-
nificant because it is the first 
where the district has seen 
the scores of students who 
started kindergarten while 
under COVID lockdowns. 

“There are reports from 
multiple sources regarding 
the learning loss and set-
backs in achievement due to 
COVID,” Thiem said. “TEA 
even notes this inside of 
the reasoning and justifica-

tion for a change inside of 
accountability. Most of the 
data, even TEA’s data, shows 
us that we have returned to 
where we were pre-COVID 
but not where we would have 
been if we continued growth 
trends… Our teachers and 
campus administrators have 
worked incredibly hard to 
make sure that COVID learn-
ing gaps do not hold our stu-
dents back.”

While Azle High School 
seniors may also be lagging 
behind in college-level course 
enrollment, they outper-
form the state and region in 
graduating with technical 
credentials and labor market 
experience. Azle ISD scored 
43.4% and 38.1%, respective-
ly, in career and college readi-
ness compared to the state’s 
33.5%, and 52.9%. College 
readiness is largely based on 
whether students earned col-
lege credit through advanced 
placement, OnRamps, dual 
credit classes or met Texas 
Success Initiative criteria for 
the SAT and ACT, among oth-
er academic achievements. 
Career readiness is based 
on the number of students 
enrolled in work programs 
or who have earned industry 
certifications. The district 
also has a 95.8% four-year 
graduation rate compared 
to 89.7% from the state and 
89.5% from the region.

“I think it’s a testament that 
we have a plan for students 
and that we support them in 
being at school and succeed-
ing in school,” Thiem said.  
“In the state’s eyes they are 

looking at percentages and 
not counts. There is a large 
trend happening in education 
of students leaving public ed-
ucation in different ways that 
does not count as a drop out. 
In Azle we have multiple op-
tions to meet students where 
they are so that dropping 
out is not their only option, 
things like Hornet Academy.”

Thiem also presented 
Azle ISD’s Results Driven 
Accountability scores. 
Results Driven Accountability 
is a TEA metric used to im-
prove results and be re-
sponsive to the needs of 
students who fall under 
the following categories: 
Bilingual Education, English 
as a Second Language, and 
Emergent Bilingual (BE/ESL/
EB), Other Special Populations 
(OSP) and Special Education 
(SPED). Azle ISD met require-
ments for all three categories, 
earning the highest score of 
Determination Level 1.

“That’s a big deal,” Thiem 
said. “It means we’re not just 
moving on; we’re not just 
disregarding these kids. It 
means every single one of 
these kids we’re trying to 
provide an equitable educa-
tion for, and they’re not being 
treated differently because 
of who they are or what they 
are.”

Achieving this score means 
Azle ISD is allowed to self-
monitor its instruction in 
these categories instead of 
being assigned additional 
state-guided improvement 
plans. 

TAPR
FROM PAGE A1
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Third and fourth grade “Liberty Leaders” leading the Pledge of Allegiance during a Jan. 22 board of 
trustees meeting. From left to right: Elizabelle Alexander, Elyana Burrhus, William Walsh, Leonardo 
Lopez, Logan Newland, Gabi Kirk-Holiday, and Emily Chairez.

3rd Grade STAAR Performance Math

COURTESY AZLE ISD

4th Grade STAAR Performance Math

COURTESY AZLE ISD
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Love for public schools

Mr. Smith started his career in education in July of 1994 
right here in Azle ISD. He taught agricultural science 
at Azle High School, served as a high school assistant 
principal, principal of Walnut Creek Elementary, director 

AZLE ISD
By Todd Smith, M.Ed., Superintendent 
of Schools  - Azle ISD

of district operations, assistant superintendent, and interim superintendent from 
March 7, 2020, until becoming Superintendent in June of 2020. He is thankful for the 
passion and dedication exhibited by Azle ISD faculty and staff and is extremely proud 
of the work Azle ISD has accomplished and the impact they will continue to make 
on the lives of our students.

In celebrating Valentine’s 
Day, I send a message of 
thanking you, the Azle ISD 
community, for your love of 
Azle ISD. I am also reminded 
of the love and dedication 
to our students that I see 
from our Azle ISD employ-
ees and board of trustees. I 
send a heartfelt shoutout to 
the amazing teachers and 
staff who work tirelessly for 
all our Hornets. We recent-
ly celebrated School Board 
Recognition Month with a 
theme of Locally Elected, 
Community Connected, and I 
am reminded how much our 
locally elected board of trust-
ees loves serving the students 

of Azle ISD.
Speaking of love, there is 

no doubt Azle ISD has a love 
and passion for Texas Public 
Schools. Not just the almost 
7,200 Azle Hornets, but the 

5.4 million public school 
students across the state 
of Texas. With this in mind, 
most of you do not need to 
be reminded that 2024 is an 
election year. While much of 

the focus is on the November 
presidential election, ex-
tremely important state 
and local elections are just 
around the corner.

The March 5 Texas pri-
mary elections are fast ap-
proaching, giving all of us a 
critical opportunity to decide 
who will be on the ballot 
in November. In the coun-
ties representing Azle ISD, 
the outcome of the March 
primary election has tra-
ditionally determined the 
November election results. 
When you register to vote in 
Texas, you do not register as 
a party member. As a result, 
Texas has an open primary, 

meaning that any registered 
voter can choose to vote in ei-
ther party’s primary election, 
regardless of how you have 
voted in the past.

This is a critical time with 
public education being at-
tacked by top state officials. 
I encourage everyone to 
become informed about the 
candidates and to participate 
in the March primary elec-
tions. Early voting begins Feb. 
20 and ends March 1. Election 
Day is March 5.

In celebration of Texas 
Public Schools week and 
#HereForTheKids, please be 
sure to mark your calendar 
for the Azle ISD Showcase 

event Thursday, March 7, 
from 5:30-7:30 p.m. at Azle 
High School. This is a great 
opportunity for ALL grade 
levels and campuses, Pre-K 
– 12th grade, to show off 
their best work and talents to 
friends, family, and our com-
munity. The event will allow 
you to see the great things 
happening in Azle ISD and 
the opportunity to tour the 
additions and renovations 
at AHS. It will be a fun eve-
ning of student displays and 
performances, and will even 
include light snacks in the 
newly renovated AHS cafete-
ria. We look forward to seeing 
you there!

Who’s running for Tarrant County Constable Precinct 4?
STAFF REPORTS

Residents in Tarrant County Precinct 4, which includes northwest Tarrant County, have the 
chance to elect a new constable this year.

Constable Scott Bedford, who currently holds the office, is seeking re-election. He is chal-
lenged by Joe D. “Jody” Johnson and Carolyn Gilmore. The primary election in March will 
allow voters to select a candidate to represent the Republican party. Primary Election Day is 
March 5 and early voting runs Tuesday, Feb. 20 to Friday, March 1.

The Tri-County Reporter asked the candidates vying for the precinct seat in the Republican 
primary to tell us about themselves and their goals. Check out their responses below:

COURTESY PHOTO

Jason “Scott” Bedford

Name: Jason “Scott” 
Bedford 

Position: Tarrant County 
Constable Pct 4

Occupation: Constable 
Education: I graduated 

from the police academy as 
salutatorian of my class at 
the age of 30. At the age of 
48, I attended Charis Bible 
College and graduated two 
years later at the age of 50 
with an associate degree in 
biblical studies.

Community Involvement: 
I currently lead weekly de-
votional services and teach 
icdentity theft prevention to 
seniors at various senior liv-

ing facilities around Tarrant 
County. I also work with 
charitable organizations that 
assist families in need.

Why are you running: I 
am seeking re-election for 
the office to continue build-
ing on the implementations 
from when I was first elected 
as Constable. I have been 
in law enforcement for 23-
plus years and served as a 
firefighter and EMT. I have 
served as constable for the 
past two years. During that 
time, I marked all patrol 
units, outfitted deputies 
with uniforms and lifesaving 
body armor while making it 
mandatory to wear while on 
duty. I have created a manda-
tory school visibility program 
which requires patrol depu-
ties to work school zones dai-
ly, physically walk through a 
school weekly, and be in and 
around schools by complet-
ing their daily paperwork 
in school parking lots when 
feasible. I am now utilizing 
Tarrant County’s reporting 
system for offense reports 
which are also directly filed 
from my office and utilizing 
the CRIS program for acci-
dents. A review of daily ac-
tivity reports revealed most 
deputies were only work-

COURTESY PHOTO

Jody Johnson

Name: Joe D. “Jody” 
Johnson

Position: Tarrant County 
Constable Precinct 4

Occupation: Retired Ft. 
Worth police officer / 30.5 
Years. Retired Tarrant 
County Constable Precinct 4 / 
5.5 years

Education: Boswell High 
School / 1980, 2-1/2 years 
college from TCC, Stephen F. 
Austin, Tarleton State, TCU. 
Master Peace Officer, police 
instructor, police firearms 
instructor.

Community Involvement: 
Serve on the executive 
committee of Windy Ryon 
Memorial Roping, a non-prof-
it which provides scholar-
ships for area youth. Member 
of Northwest Tarrant Lions 
Club and the Tarrant County 
Junior Livestock Show Buying 
Group, which raises money 
to buy area youth agricultural 
projects each year.

Family: I have been married 
to my wife Jill for 32 years. 
Jill is a retired schoolteacher 
from Eagle Mountain Saginaw 
ISD. We are proud parents of 
two adult sons ages 29 and 
31, who both live and work 
in Precinct 4. We are active in 
our community and are mem-
bers of Christ Chapel Bible 
Church.

Why are you running: I 
am running for Constable to 
bring honesty, integrity and 
duty back to the office. The 
Precinct 4 Constable’s of-
fice is broken right now. The 
current leadership comes to 
work only a couple days a 
month and is not complet-
ing the basic duties that are 
required of the job. I want 
to correct the mismanage-
ment that has taken place for 
almost two years and bring 
the constable’s office back 
to where it was previously, a 
well-respected and highly ef-
ficient office. The people of 
Tarrant County deserve bet-
ter than what they are getting 
now from their constable.

Goals: Public safety has 
always been and will always 
be the most important goal 
when I am your constable. 
When I was first elected to 
the office in 2016, I increased 
the training to all sworn per-
sonnel. This helped make 
them more efficient deputies 
on the street. One of the first 
things I did was to provide ac-
tive shooter training to every 
deputy and arm them with 
the necessary equipment to 
keep the community safe. I 

was able to do this at no addi-
tional cost to taxpayers.

Productivity is my next 
important goal. I will in-
crease productivity by hard 
work, reorganizing and bet-
ter utilizing the current work 
force. I will also bring back 
the reserve deputy program. 
These are proven methods 
that have worked for me in 
the past. This has allowed me 
to handle an ever-increasing 
workload without increasing 
cost to the taxpayers. From 
2016 to 2022, I was able to 
come in under budget ev-
ery year I held the office of 
constable. 

Regarding accountabil-
ity and accessibility, I feel 
every public servant should 
be responsible and account-
able to the public for every 
decision and action he takes. 
As constable, I will make my-
self available to the public 
and will always have an open 
door policy. While serving as 
constable I was there for the 
public to talk to and never 
refused to meet with anyone. 
Feedback from the people 
that you serve is the best 
way you have to judge how 
well you are doing the job. I 
look forward to the chance to 
serve the citizens of Precinct 
4 again as their Constable.

Candidate Carolyn 
Gilmore did not respond to 
requests for comment by 
the time of publication. 

ing an average of four total 
hours per day. The extra time 
allowed me to implement 
additional tasks for depu-
ties to better serve our com-
munity. I have an extensive 
history as an instructor and 
understand the importance 
of being properly trained. I 
have increased the frequency 
of training in high liability 
areas such as use of force, 
firearms and civil process 
requirements. As a supervi-
sor at previous agencies, I 
was responsible for assisting 
in creating new policies and 
procedures to better guide 
and protect our citizens and 
officers alike. With this expe-
rience, I am now implement-
ing state recognized policies 
and procedures.

Goals: I have implement-
ed specialized training for 
all deputies. I have doubled 
minimum training hours in 
specialized training such as 
school shooting response, 
taser and advanced handgun 
tactics and I will be introduc-
ing emergency medical care 
into our training in hopes to 
better serve our deputies and 
citizens. We will continue 
to provide the new services 
I implemented upon being 
elected in 2022. 

Never take another man’s bet

Sam Houston is a syndicated columnist and newspaper 
executive. He is also an author, actor, playwright and 
entertainment producer/promoter.

FROM MY FRONT PORCH
By Sam Houston

This past weekend was 
Super Bowl Sunday. For those 
of us who can remember the 
half-empty stadium for the 
first Super Bowl, it is hard to 
comprehend how the game 
has become a truly global 
event. The game was viewed 
on television by over 115 mil-
lion people in the U.S. alone, 
making it the most viewed 
television event of all time. 
More than 50 million people 
bet on the Super Bowl, and it 
is estimated the total value of 
the wagers was $16 billion.

As a young boy, the neigh-
borhood kids and I would 
gamble. Oh, we had the usual 
childhood bets like, “I bet 
you a nickel you can’t beat 
me in a race” or “I bet I can 
hold my breath longer than 
you can,” but as we got older, 
we did expand our wager-
ing. When we were about 9 or 
10, we would get a bunch of 
poker chips together, divide 
them evenly amongst us, and 
“pretend gamble” on a variety 
of games. Whoever ended 

up with the most chips was 
declared the “winner.” We 
would play blackjack, craps, 
and roulette. It was a lot of 
fun, and come to think of it, 
it was probably a good way to 
learn arithmetic as we figured 
the odds on a craps table and 
the payout on roulette. We 
guys had a lot of fun and as 
I recall, the competition was 
very intense.

In the mid ‘60s, there was 
no internet or cable televi-
sion. There was no ESPN or 
internet to learn the outcome 
of a sporting event. The news-
paper was the best source, 
and it was always at least 
half a day behind. Sporting 
events were rarely available 
for viewing via television, and 

so when a contest was on, it 
was something my dad and I 
would watch together. During 
the mid-‘60s, the Big 8 bas-
ketball schools played their 
games on Saturday afternoon 
or evening, and one of the 
games would be rebroadcast 
on local television on Sunday. 

Watching those games was 
one of the highlights of the 
week for a couple of reasons. 
I loved basketball and it was 
cool to simply see major col-
lege players perform. Perhaps 
even more importantly, it 
was a time when my dad and 
I could be together and inter-
act. He would ask me which 
players I liked best and why, 
talk about the coaches and 
their strategies, and point 

things out about the game I 
did not yet understand. Mom 
would make us lunch, and we 
would eat in the living room 
which is something we were 
ordinarily not allowed to do. 
It was a special time.

Before the start of one 
game, Dad looked at me and 
asked if I wanted to bet. As 
I recall, Kansas was playing 
Missouri. He asked me which 
team I liked, and I told him 
Missouri. He responded by 
telling me he would take the 
Kansas team, plus he would 
give me six points. He ex-
plained this meant Kansas 
not only had to win the game, 
but they also had to win by 
more than 6 points. I felt like 
I was stealing money from my 
very own father! There was 
no way Kansas would win, 
much less win by more than 
the allotted points.

We watched the game, and 
it was a good contest with 
the score rocking back and 
forth. I was nervous as the 
game came down to the wire, 

praying Missouri could hold 
on, but in the lasts minute 
Kansas exploded and blew 
the game open. When a 
Kansas player hit a shot with 
about five seconds left, they 
went ahead by seven, and I 
had lost the bet. I was crest-
fallen and could not believe I 
had the bet “won” the whole 
game only to lose in the last 
few seconds. My dad, in a 
good-natured way, kidded me 
about losing the wager and 
all I could do was take it. 

After a couple of minutes 
of cajoling, dad told me to go 
and get the sports page out 
of the newspaper. I ran and 
got it, handed it to him, and 
he showed me the results 
from the games played the 
night before. There it was: 
Kansas beat Missouri by 
seven points. I did not know 
the game we had bet on had 
already been played and Dad 
knew the result before we 
wagered! 

At first, I thought “what the 
heck was going on here? Did 

my own father cheat when 
he made the bet with me?” I 
had never, ever, seen my dad 
do something dishonest or 
unfair, and I simply could not 
believe what had happened. I 
was bumfuzzled!

Before I could speak, dad 
looked and me and said, 
“Son, I know you have been 
gambling with the neighbor-
hood kids for fun, and that is 
OK. What I want you to know 
is there are a thousand differ-
ent ways to cheat in gambling 
and in life, so do not ever take 
another man’s bet. If, out of 
the clear blue sky, he wants 
to make a wager with you, he 
knows something you do not 
know.” 

Pretty sage advice, wheth-
er when gambling or in life 
itself. 

Thought for the day: No 
one has ever bet enough on a 
winning horse…

Until next time…I will keep 
ridin’ the storm out!

sam@hcnews.com
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Get to know primary candidates running for 
State Board of Education District 11 representative
STAFF REPORTS

As political discussions 
about education in Texas 
seem increasingly common, 
Parker County residents will 
have a chance to vote for the 
person they want to repre-
sent them in those conversa-
tions at the state level. 

State Board of Education 
District 11 representative 
Patricia “Pat” Hardy is up for 
re-election this year, but she 
has challengers, both a fellow 
Republican and a Democrat. 
District 11 includes all of 
Parker, Hood and Somervell 
counties, part of Tarrant and 
Johnson counties and just a 
smidge of Dallas County.

The State Board of 
Education decides on curricu-
lum standards, instructional 
materials and graduation 
requirements, among other 
tasks, according to the Texas 
Education Agency’s website. 

The primary election in 
March will allow voters to se-
lect a candidate to represent 
the Republican party and a 
candidate to represent the 
Democratic party. The pri-
mary winners in both parties 
will go head-to-head in the 
November general election. 

Primary Election Day is 
March 5, and early voting 
runs from Tuesday, Feb. 20 to 
Friday, March 1.

The Tri-County Reporter 
asked all the candidates vy-
ing for the State Board of 
Education District 11 seat 
in both the Republican and 
Democratic primaries to tell 
us about themselves and 
their goals. Check out their 
responses below: 

REPUBLICAN PRIMARY

COURTESY PHOTO

Brandon Hall

Name: Brandon Hall
Occupation: Pastor
Education: I started school 

at Springtown Elementary in 
the same building where my 
grandfather attended high 
school. I later transitioned to 
home schooling through the 
end of high school. I earned 
a bachelor’s degree in pas-
toral theology from Hyles-
Anderson College.

Community involve-
ment: I currently serve as the 
pastor of a local church in 
Springtown and I have also 
worked as a full-time youth 
pastor. I have been heavily 
involved in the conserva-
tive and pro-life movement, 
including attending the 2022 
Republican Party of Texas 
State Convention as a del-
egate and serving as a presid-
ing election judge in Parker 
County.

Family: My family has 
lived in the Parker County 
area since the 1800s, making 
me a fifth-generation resi-
dent of Parker County and a 
seventh-generation Texan. 
I was raised in a blue-collar 
household where my father 

worked in the oil and gas in-
dustry. Strong work ethic was 
instilled in me from a young 
age. My wife Ashley and I 
met while in high school, 
attended college together, 
and we have been married 
for three years. Ashley has a 
degree in education and has 
taught first grade at a private 
Christian school.

Why are you running for 
a place on the State Board 
of Education, and what 
experience are you bring-
ing to the position: My pas-
sion for seeing students 
thrive began while working 
in youth ministry. While in 
Bible college, I led ministry 
outreach and mentorship 
programs for at-risk youth in 
inner-city Chicago. Working 
with mostly single-parent 
families, I helped to enroll 
and raise tuition funds for 
14 kids to attend Christian 
school. Transitioning from 
failing schools full of drugs, 
gangs and violence and being 
placed in an uplifting envi-
ronment was a life-changing 
experience for many of the 
students. In addition to my 
ministry experience, I have 
worked professionally on 
campaigns to elect conserva-
tive leaders including Gov. 
Abbott and President Trump. 
I also served as a staff mem-
ber in the U.S. Congress 
where I had the opportunity 
to learn public service and 
assembled and led advisory 
committees on border, im-
migration and agriculture 
policy for former Rep. Yvette 
Harrell who was ranked one 
of the top conservatives in 
Congress.

Texas schools must be 
equipped with curriculum 
that promotes unbiased 
learning. I am committed 
to dismantling Critical Race 
Theory and Diversity, Equity 
and Inclusion. Our schools 
need to get back to the foun-
dational principles of educa-
tion, rooted in conservative 
values, to reclaim academic 
rigor and integrity and to pro-
vide students with a strong 
launching pad for their fu-
tures. The left is relentless in 
attempting to indoctrinate 
our children with woke ideol-
ogy and your State Board of 
Education member must be 
just as relentless as the first 
line of defense protecting the 
innocence of students and 
upholding the rights of par-
ents. I will be that solid con-
servative fighter that parents 
can count on to have their 
back every single time!

My political and policy ex-
perience will allow me to hit 
the ground running on day 
one and my ministry position 
will keep me plugged into the 
community and allow me to 
stay in touch with what par-
ents... (edited for length)

What goals do you have 
that you feel will help serve 
residents, students and 
school staff in District 11: 
One of my top goals will be to 
see Texas find or develop an 
alternative standardized test 
to the STAAR testing system 
that puts unnecessary stress 
on students and teachers and 
wastes valuable classroom 
time “teaching to the test.” I 
will advocate for the legis-
lature to remove the STAAR 
test and replace it with a test 
that measures student apti-
tude according to grade level 

standards based on what the 
students have already been 
learning. The STAAR test 
has varied too far from the 
course criteria and it’s time 
for it to go.

Obscene books such as the 
title “Gender Queer” show-
ing up in North Texas school 
libraries is a deeply con-
cerning trend. The fact that 
these books ever showed up 
in schools in the first place 
speaks to a complacency that 
has plagued the State Board 
of Education. Eradicating ob-
scene materials from Texas 
schools is a matter (of) ur-
gency and will be my first 
priority on the State Board of 
Education.

COURTESY PHOTO

Patricia ‘Pat’Hardy

Name: Patricia “Pat” Hardy
Occupation: Retired (for-

mer teacher and social stud-
ies coordinator)

Education: I hold a mas-
ter’s degree in secondary ed-
ucation and history from the 
University of North Texas and 
a bachelor of arts degree in 
social studies from Howard 
Payne University.

Community involve-
ment: Serving on the SBOE 
is an unpaid position which 
requires many hours of work 
throughout the year. For 10 
years, I volunteered with Kids 
Hope, where I mentored stu-
dents one-on-one at Clarke 
Elementary in Fort Worth. For 
25 years, I ran the state finals 
for the National Geographic 
Geography Bee and judged 
numerous local, area and 
regional spelling bees affili-
ated with the Scripps National 
Spelling Bee. I am a member of 
Travis Avenue Baptist Church, 
and I received the Baptist 
Educators Serving Texans 
(B.E.S.T.) award in 2022. 

Family: My family has al-
ways been my rock; parents, 
siblings, nieces, nephews, 
godsons, and goddaughter.

Why are you running for 
a place on the State Board of 
Education, and what experi-
ence are you bringing to the 
position: I believe in commu-
nity service. There is no sal-
ary for serving on the SBOE, 
but the immense privilege to 
serve the students, educators 
and taxpayers of District 11 
is a duty I do not take lightly. 
My entire career has centered 
around education, so I serve 
because education is my pas-
sion. I am a strong supporter 
of the public education sys-
tem and want Texas public 
schools to be successful for 
all students. We have a duty 
to ensure students become 
responsible citizens, living 
their lives to the fullest and 
making meaningful contribu-
tions to their community and 
beyond. My priorities on the 
board include revising the so-
cial studies TEKS (which will 
be reviewed in 2025), keeping 
CRT, DEI, and similar “woke” 

policies out of our schools, 
strengthening the Permanent 
School Fund, and continuing 
to advocate for local control.

With 22 years of experi-
ence serving District 11 of 
the SBOE, 30 years as a high 
school history and geogra-
phy teacher, and five years 
as a social studies coordina-
tor, I have devoted my life 
to Texas public education. 
My experience as an SBOE 
board member has trained 
me on how best to get things 
done in Austin, and the 18 
years I have served on the 
Permanent School Fund (PFS) 
Committee has given me inti-
mate knowledge of how best 
to lead the PFS with conserva-
tive fiscal responsibility, al-
lowing us to annually give bil-
lions to public schools and in 
doing so reduce the tax bur-
den on local taxpayers. With 
over three decades of experi-
ence as an educator, I empa-
thize with the challenges our 
schools face, making me a 
powerful advocate for teach-
ers, parents, and students.

What goals do you have 
that you feel will help serve 
residents, students, and 
school staff in District 11: 
My top priority for this term 
will be updating the so-
cial studies Texas Essential 
Knowledge and Skills (TEKS).  
TEKS for each subject are 
updated every ten years. It is 
vital that we produce quality 
standards when the social 
studies TEKS come up for 
review in 2025. As a high 
school world history and 
world geography teacher for 
30 years, I have hands-on 
classroom experience that 
will help inform my decisions 
on what content is appropri-
ate and engaging to students 
depending on their grade 
levels. Social studies is one 
of the four core foundation 
courses of study in the state 
standards, and it needs to be 
factual, balanced, respectful 
and appreciative of our his-
tory and culture.

I will continue to oppose 
CRT, DEI, and other “woke” 
policies from being pushed 
on our students. Similarly, 
in my continued efforts to 
protect young children, I will 
ensure that reading materi-
als are age-appropriate and 
not hypersexualized. Schools 
should be places of devel-
opment and learning, not 
indoctrination.

Staying true to my priority of 
supporting Texas taxpayers, I 
will continue to strengthen the 
Texas Permanent School Fund 
(PFS), the largest state educa-
tion endowment in the nation. 
Through wise management, 
the PFS has grown to over $55 
billion in assets. The PFS backs 
local ISD bonds by providing a 
AAA rating, thereby lowering 
interest rates and ultimately 
decreasing the tax burden on 
local taxpayers. I have spent 18 
years guiding the PFS commit-
tee with fiscal conservativism, 
and if reelected I will continue 
to do so.

My final major priority is 
advocating for local control. 
District 11 spans six counties 
and encompasses urban and 
rural school districts which 
have different needs and val-
ues. The SBOE makes macro 
policy decisions affecting the 
entire state, but I believe that 
some issues are best left up 
to local stakeholders.

DEMOCRATIC PRIMARY
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Rayna Glasser

Name: Rayna Glasser
Occupation: High school 

math teacher, department 
chair, and senior class 
sponsor 

Education: I am a single 
mom who raised my son 
while putting myself through 
college. I earned an Associate 
of Arts degree through 
Tarrant County College be-
fore transferring to Texas 
Woman’s University where I 
earned a Bachelor of Science 
degree in mathematics. Two 
years ago, I completed (my) 
Master of Education in teach-
er leadership with an em-
phasis on curriculum and in-
struction at Lamar University. 
I am currently working on 
my principal certification 
through Lamar. 

Community involvement: 
I have served as an election 
judge in Tarrant County elec-
tions for the past several 
years. I recruited students to 
work as student poll work-
ers, many of whom have gone 
on to college and continue to 
work the elections. I took a 
group of seniors to Langston 
University this past fall for 
a college visit. Several of our 
students received scholar-
ships as a result of this visit. I 
oversee the “Adopt a Wildcat” 
Facebook group where I 
actively recruit to pair our 
students with a mentor after 
graduation. I am always look-
ing for ways to help the com-
munity I serve.

Family: I am a single mom 
of a 21-year-old son. He grad-
uated from Castleberry High 
School in 2021. He played 
football, basketball and base-
ball and I never missed a 
game. My younger sister and I 
were raised by a single mom. 
She taught us to be strong 
and to chase our dreams. My 
sister lives in North Texas 
and my mom lives across the 
street from me. 

Why are you running for 
a place on the State Board of 
Education, and what expe-
rience are you bringing to 
the position: As a classroom 
teacher and parent, I see 
first-hand the challenges our 
students face every day and 
COVID directly impacted our 
students who are still trying 
to recover from the impact of 
the pandemic. According to 
NWEA (Northwest Evaluation 
Association), a K-12 assess-
ment and research organiza-
tion that tracks data through 
MAP (Measures of Academic 
Performance) testing, the 
data shows we are still deal-
ing with the fallout.

We test students at the be-
ginning of the year, the mid-
dle of the year and the end of 
the year. The latest numbers 
estimate that most students 
would need, on average, an 

additional 4.5 months of 
mathematics and 4.1 months 
of reading to recover in these 
two subjects. Yet, as educa-
tors, we just went back to 
teaching the curriculum we 
always taught before the pan-
demic and acted like nothing 
changed. 

We have to do better for 
our kids; for their future. 
They deserve an education, 
and we aren’t doing an ad-
equate job getting our kids 
back on track. 

School and district leaders 
are doing the best they can 
with the limited resources 
and staff they have. We have 
a teacher shortage right now 
because teachers are being 
asked to do more and more 
with less and less. 

We have to take care of our 
teachers so they can take care 
of our kids. That starts with 
setting realistic standards 
and a comprehensive cur-
riculum that moves students 
forward while providing op-
portunities for students to 
close their learning gaps.

What goals do you have 
that you feel will help serve 
residents, students and 
school staff in District 11: 
My primary goal would be 
setting curriculum standards 
and ensuring our students 
are prepared for the global 
workforce upon graduation. 
I would assist (in) reviewing 
and adopting instructional 
materials. I would push for 
curriculum that is rigorous 
and relevant and ensure that 
the curriculum keeps our 
kids moving forward while 
also addressing the learn-
ing gaps so many of our kids 
face post-pandemic. I think 
SBOE should review and ap-
prove a comprehensive list 
of approved instructional 
materials for districts and/
or schools to choose from. 
Our district is very diverse. 
It represents rural and urban 
constituents. It represents 
wealthy and poor constitu-
ents. It represents White, 
African American, Hispanic, 
Asian and other constituents. 
Each demographic is unique-
ly different and there is no 
“one size fits all” curriculum 
that is going to engage every 
student. I think it is impor-
tant to have approved re-
sources, but I think we need 
to allow districts and schools 
to choose what is going to 
best meet the needs of their 
students. I would also advo-
cate to remove the STAAR 
test as a graduation require-
ment. While I feel like testing 
is necessary and beneficial 
for the data it can provide, 
I feel the way testing is uti-
lized currently is unfair to 
our students. Students can 
fail STAAR in fifth grade and 
get promoted to sixth grade. 
Students can fail STAAR in 
eighth grade and get promot-
ed to ninth grade. If students 
fail STAAR in ninth grade, 
they can continue to take 
the test until they graduate. 
However, if they have contin-
ually failed since elementary 
school, it is unlikely they will 
pass in high school because 
they never understood the 
foundational concepts neces-
sary to build their knowledge. 
I would propose changes to 
this system that will ensure 
all our kids (get) an equitable 
education regardless of their 
demographics. 

A church alive is worth the drive! For more information or rates on listing your church, call Jessica at 817-270-3340

THE ABBEY CHURCH 
Pastor: Paul Brownback 

10400 Jacksboro Hwy 817-238-1404  
www.TheAbbeyChurch.com 

Morning Worship ���������������������������10:30 am 
Community Groups ��������������� Various Times

ASH CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH 
Pastor: Dr� G� Wesley Shotwell 

300 South Stewart St� 817-444-3219 
www.ashcreekbc.org 

Sunday School ��������������������������������9:30 am 
Contemporary Worship-TMP ���������10:45 am 
Traditional Worship  ����������������������10:45 am 
Evening Worship/Youth Refuge ��������6:00 pm 
Wednesday Evening ������������������������6:15 pm 

AZLE FIRST ASSEMBLY of GOD 
Rev� Joshua Lowrance 

1020 S�E� Parkway, Azle 817-237-4903 
Sunday School ��������������������������������9:30 am 
Morning Worship ���������������������������10:30 am 
Wednesday Evening ������������������������7:00 pm

COMMUNITY BIBLE FELLOWSHIP CHURCH 
Pastor - Alton Davis 817-521-4510 

1405 Reynolds Rd�, Azle 817-444-7117 
Directions: 730 N� to 1542 �5 mi� right  

on Cardinal, left on Reynolds 
Sunday School ��������������������������������9:45 am 
Morning Worship ���������������������������11:00 am 
Sunday Evening ������������������������������6:00 pm 
Wednesday Evening ������������������������7:00 pm

AZLE CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
DISCIPLES OF CHRIST 

Interim Minister Rev� Russell Clark, 
Family Life Minister Emerson Braun 

117 Church St� • 817-444-3527 
Sunday School ������������������������������10:00 am 
Morning Worship ���������������������������11:00 am 

CORNERSTONE COMMUNITY CHURCH 
2233 Hwy 199 E�, Springtown 

817-221-LIFE (5433)  
Sunday Worship Service ���������������10:00 am 
Wednesday �������������������������������������7:00 pm

CROSSROADS BAPTIST CHURCH 
Pastor - Jon Baker 

Corner FM 730S & FM 1886 817-755-0279 
Transportation Available 

Worship Service ����������������������������10:30 am 
Wed� Prayer Service ������������������������7:00 pm

THE EDGE CHURCH - AZLE 
1313 S�E� Pkwy, Azle 817-237-4822 

Missouri Synod 
“Love God - Serve Others - Share Jesus” 

Traditional Worship �������������������������9:30 am 
Contemporary Worship������������������11:00 am

FIRST METHODIST CHURCH OF AZLE 
Pastor: Rev� Raymond Gilman 

200 Church St�, Azle 817-444-3323 
Morn� Worship �������������������8:30 & 10:45 am 
Sunday School �������������������������������9:45  am 
Youth ����������������5:00 pm Sun & 6:30 pm Wed

GRACEPOINTE CHURCH 
4110 E� Hwy 199, Springtown

Pastor: Timothy McKeown 
817-221-5683 gracepointesbc.org

Sunday School �������������������������������9:45 am 
Sunday Service �����������������������������11:00 am 
Wednesday Bible Study ������������������6:00 pm

HOLY TRINITY CATHOLIC CHURCH 
800 Highcrest Dr� -  Azle 817-444-3063 

Saturday �����������������������������������������5:00 pm 
Sunday �������������������������������������������9:00 am 
Sunday �������������������������������11 am (Spanish) 
Daily Mass (M, T, Th, F) �������������������8:00 am 
Wednesday Mass Religious ED �������6:30 pm 
Confessions �����������������������������������Sat 4 pm

HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH ELCA 
4795 E� Hwy 199 - Reno 817-221-HOPE 

Follow us on Facebook for streaming services 
Sunday School ��������������������������������9:00 am 
Traditional Service ������������������������10:00 am

SOLID ROCK BIBLE CHURCH 
591 S� Reno Rd, , Springtown, Texas 76082 

Pastor - Bill Gay - 817-304-7443 
Coffee and Donuts ��������������������������9:00 am 
Sunday School ��������������������������������9:30 am 
Morning Worship ���������������������������10:30 am 

Children’s Church After Music Service 
Wed� Prayer Meeting �����������������������6:30 pm 
Wed� Bible Study �����������������������������7:00 pm

LEGACY CHURCH 
Assembly of God Church 
Pastor: Gary D� Veazey 

Hwy� 199 & Jaybird Lane 817-221-2983 
Morning Worship ����������������9:15 & 11:00 am 
Kidz Zone���������������������������9:15 & 11:00 am 
Weds Evening Legacy Group Legacy Youth, Kids  
All Services �������������������������������������7:00 pm

THE RANCH CHRISTIAN COWBOY CHURCH 
Pastor: Greg Slankard 

7955 Reed Rd�, Azle 682-327-7082 
www.TheRanchCCC.org 

Sunday School 9:30 am • Worship 10:00 am 
Weds 7:00 pm • Thurs Potluck 6:30 pm
SILVER CREEK METHODIST CHURCH 

Pastor: Bill Killough 
2200 Church Rd�, Azle 817-444-1382 

www.silvercreekmc.org 
Sunday School 9:30 am • Worship 10:30 am

SILVER CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH 
Pastor:  Jay Ditty   

Minister of Music: David Musick 
Corner FM 730 S� & Veal Station Rd� 

Church 817-444-2325  
www.silvercreekbc.org  

Sunday School �������������������������������9:45  am 
Morning Worship ���������������������������10:50 am 
Evening Worship �����������������������������6:00 pm 
Wed� Prayer Service ������������������������7:00 pm

THE WORD@LAKESIDE CHURCH OF GOD 
9396 FM 1886 Fort Worth, TX 76135 

817-237-5500 
thewordatlakeside�com 

Pastors: Brandon and Kelly Bohannon 
Worship Pastor: Christen Moody 

Family Life and Young Adult Pastors: Jodie 
and Mark James, Kids Pastor: Katie Pearson, 

Student Pastors: Taylor and Sheridan 
Tomlin, Creative Directors: Logan and Carrie 

Edwards, Connections Coordinators: 
Preston and Ashley Larrew

Equip Sunday School 
at the WORD �������������������������������� 9:30 AM 
Empower Worship 
at the WORD ������������������������������ 10:45 AM 
Kids at the WORD����������������������� 10:45 AM 
PreK at the WORD ���������������������� 10:45 AM 
Emanate at the WORD  
(Special Needs Ministry) ������������ 10:45 AM 
Nursery at the WORD ����������������� 10:45 AM 
Young Adults at the WORD ����������� 6:00 PM 
Wednesdays 
Adult Bible Class �������������������������� 7:00 PM 
The WORD Students 
(6th-12th grades) ������������������������� 6:30 PM 
Awana Kids at the WORD  ������������ 6:30 PM 
Life at the WORD Life Groups Various Times

... ATTEND THE CHURCH OF YOUR CHOICE THIS SUNDAY
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OO SECURE THE BORDER 

OO STOP POLICE DEFUNDING

OO EXCELLENT EDUCATION

OO ELECTION SECURITY

OO PROTECT CHILDREN 
ONLINE

OO CHAMPION FOR $4,000 IN 
TEACHER PAY RAISES

CONSERVATIVE
POLICIES
WORK!

POLITICAL AD PAID FOR BY CHARLIE GEREN CAMPAIGN, KIT MONCRIEF, TREASURER

EARLY VOTING FEB 20–MARCH 1  •  ELECTION DAY MARCH 5

A-Z-L-E 
Feel tha’ 
STING!

COURTESY PHOTO

Azle Cheer and Hornet Muscle competed Feb. 10-11 the United Cheerleading Association National at Disney World in Florida. Following 
preliminary competition Saturday, Feb. 10, the squad earned an invitation to compete in the fi nals Sunday, Feb. 11, where AHS competed 
with the best of the best. The Hornets left it all on the mat, bringing home the title of fourth in the nation in the large varsity co-ed division.
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From left to right Wakely Autry, Emma Ortega, Kyler Betz, and  Leila 
Powers.

Azle Cheer and 
Hornet Muscle
4th in nation
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James R. Plowman 
Norma Plowman
913 N. Elm St.  

Weatherford, TX 76086
www.galbreaithpickard.com

1-800-593-2747

817-594-2747 • FAX 817-596-7803

Azle • Springtown • Mineral Wells • Weatherford
817-444-3211 • www.whitesfuneral.com

Our family serving your family since 1908

• Full Service
Funeral Home

• Cremation
Services

• Pre-Need
Plans

Bob White,
Anita White & 
Zack Bellenger

Shaye Hogle Hogye Hogle

HOGLE
Insurance Group

167 W. Main • 817-444-6389
www.HogleInsurance.com 

“Our Best Policy is Personal Service”

5.75%
Fixed Annuity 
60 Month 
Guarantee
$10,000 MIN. DEPOSIT

• Life Insurance • Medical
• Group Life Insurance
• Group Medical (2-50 employees)

• IRAs • SEPS • Annuities
• Medigap Plans
• Final Expense Plans
• Short Term Medical
• Trip Insurance • Dental Plans

3% Savings Account with All Life Policies

 Farm, Ranch, & Construction Equipment
25+ Guns and 75+ Replacement Females
AUCTION

BID NOW www.switzerauction.net
(979)885-2400  10% Buyer Premium on items $5000 & less (onsite). TXS7342

WE BUY OIL, GAS, & 
MINERAL RIGHTS

Both non-producing and producing 
including Non-Participating Royalty Interest (NPRI)
Provide us your desired price for an offer evaluation.

CALL TODAY: 806.620.1422    
LOBO MINERALS, LLC
PO Box 1800 • Lubbock, TX 79408-1800
LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com

Professional business Portraits
Commercial Photography

Drone Photography
Family portraits

Photography Lessons Offered

713-725-5620

OBITUARIES
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Ray Tapp
1933-2024

Ray Tapp, 90, of Azle, 
passed away at home Jan. 27, 
2024, surrounded by loved 
ones, from injuries sustained 
during an auto accident Jan. 
12.

A “Celebration of Life and 
Memorial” will be held in his 
honor at 2 p.m. Feb. 18, at the 
Fort Worth Anglers Club. 

Ray Tapp was a proud lo-
cal business owner, family 
man, avid outdoorsman and 
long-standing member of 
the FWAC. He was a dream-
er and a go-getter. He was a 
builder of things, people and 
relationships. He is greatly 
loved and will be missed by 
so many.

Ray is survived by his sister 
Erma; daughters Amy and 
Debi; son Logan; sons-in-law 
David and Calvin; grandchil-
dren Laisha, Adam and Holi; 
great-grandchildren Dakota, 

Zane, Cierra, Dixie and 
Danny; great-great-grandson 
Jaxon; stepsons Benjie and 
Lynn; stepdaughter-in-law 
Susan; step-grandchildren 
Hunter and Colton; and many 
other family and friends.
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Billy “Wayne” Kirk
1957-2023

Billy “Wayne” Kirk, 66 of 
Boyd, went home to be with 
the Lord Feb. 6, 2024.

Wayne grew up in 
Springtown and was a loving 
brother and a devoted son. 

He is preceded in death by 
his parents Billy and Pearl 
Kirk; and by a brother, Justin 
Kirk. 

He is survived by his sister, 
Rhonda Lanier and husband, 
Kenneth; by his sister Tracy 
Smith and husband, Paul; 
and by numerous nieces and 
nephews.

Get to know primary candidates running for 
District 60 state representative
STAFF REPORTS

The race for District 60 
state representative will 
be on the ballot during the 
March primary elections. 

Mike Olcott is again run-
ning against incumbent 
state Rep. Glenn Rogers. 
Previously, Rogers and Olcott 
had the highest number of 
votes in the 2022 primary 
election, and Rogers narrowly 
won the seat in the following 
runoff election. 

Because there is no 
Democrat candidate in this 
race, whoever wins in the 
Republican primary in March 
will triumph by default in the 
November general election. 

State representatives speak 
for their districts in the Texas 
House of Representatives, 
which meets every two years 
(or in special sessions called 
by the governor) to vote on 
potential new laws that will 
affect residents in their dis-
tricts as well as the whole 
state. 

District 60 includes Parker 
County as well as Palo Pinto 
and Stephens counties.

Primary Election Day is 
March 5 and early voting runs 
from Tuesday, Feb. 20 to 
Friday, March 1.

The Tri-County Reporter 
asked the candidates vy-
ing for the District 60 state 
representative seat in the 
Republican primary to tell us 
about themselves and their 
goals. Check out their re-
sponses below: 
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Mike Olcott

Name: Mike Olcott
Occupation: Retired 

Biochemist
Education: After earn-

ing a B.S. in biology from 
Rhodes College in Memphis, 
Tennessee, and a Ph.D. 
in biochemistry from the 
University of Kentucky in 
Lexington, I worked as a post-
doctoral research scientist 
at Stockholm University in 
Sweden and OSU. 

Community involvement: 
I co-founded Parker County 
Conservatives in 2015. The 
primary mission of this orga-
nization is to educate, moti-
vate and activate conserva-
tive Republicans in Parker 
County. I also served as a 
Republican precinct chair 
from 2014-2021.

Family: I have been married 
to my beautiful wife since 
2001.

Why are you running for 
District 60 state represen-
tative, and what experi-
ence are you bringing to the 
position: A fifth generation 
Texan, I grew up with the con-
servative values that make 
Texas the Texas we love. 
Unfortunately, those values 
have been under assault for 

quite some time. Sadly, too 
many community and politi-
cal leaders have been cower-
ing to political correctness 
and woke cancel culture al-
lowing the genuine true heart 
of Texas to rapidly erode. My 
wife and I could not sit idly 
by watching this happen to 
Texas. For more than two de-
cades, we have volunteered 
our time and resources to get 
true conservatives elected 
into leadership positions on 
a local and state level. I have 
been fighting illegal immi-
gration since 2005 and have 
spent more than 50 nights 
at the U.S. border as an extra 
set of eyes and ears for the 
U.S. Border Patrol as part of 
the Minuteman Project. I un-
derstand the issue and know 
how to address it. I have 
been fighting sky-rocketing 
property taxes since 2014 
through petitions to local 
governments and bringing 
citizen advocates to Austin to 
advocate for property tax re-
lief. In regard to water, I have 
already met with a number 
of experts within the district 
to pick their brain in order to 
formulate a strategic, com-
mon-sense solution that does 
not infringe on private prop-
erty rights. As your next state 
representative, I will fight for 
the conservative values of 
our district and the liberties 
that God and our forefathers 
bestowed upon us.

What goals do you have 
that you feel will help serve 
residents in District 60: My 
top priority is to put a stop 
to the invasion at our south-
ern border. The sad reality is 
that the federal government 
will never secure our bor-
der with Mexico. Texas must 
secure it! My second priority 
is to drastically reduce our 
property taxes by striving to 
eliminate the M&O tax rate. 
My third priority is to address 
the water crisis affecting the 
western part of the district. 
We need to come up with a 
solution that provides both 
a long-term solution that ad-
dresses the growing demand 
for water and a short-term 
solution that provides relief 
to the residents of Mineral 
Wells. While the latter is 
primarily a local issue, I will 
work to bring people together 
to help solve the problem. For 
more information, please vis-
it my website at MikeOlcott.
com or call or text me at 
817-727-1869.
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Glenn Rogers

Name: Glenn Rogers
Occupation: Veterinarian 

and Rancher 
Education: I gradu-

ated from Graham High 
School. My BS and Doctor of 
Veterinary Medicine degrees 
were completed at Texas 
A&M University. A post-grad-
uate degree was obtained at 
Kansas State University. I was 
a tenured associate profes-
sor at North Carolina State 
University. I am board certi-
fied with the American Board 
of Veterinary Practitioners 
in beef cattle practice. In 
2020, I was recognized as 
an Outstanding Alumnus 
by the Texas A&M College 
of Veterinary Medicine. I 
have been an invited speak-
er for numerous veterinary 
and cattle industry events 
across the U.S. and have au-
thored over 40 peer-reviewed 
publications.

Community involvement: 
My “community” has en-
compassed local, state and 
national involvement. Mandy 
and I are active in our Aledo 
church and Sunday school 
class. I serve as a lay reader 
and was chair of our Pastor/
Parish committee. While in 
practice, I was president of 
the Palo Pinto County Farm 
Bureau, president of the West 
Cross Timbers Veterinary 
Association, director of the 
Texas VMA, member of the 
Graford School Board, mem-
ber of the tax appraisal ad-
visory board and VP of the 
Palo Pinto County Livestock 
Association. Recently, I 
served on the executive com-
mittee and as president of 
the American Association of 
Bovine Practitioners.

Family: I have four living 
children, three daughters and 
a son, and five grandchildren. 
My oldest daughter, Meg, is 
an MD and infectious dis-
ease specialist. My daughter, 

Ginny, is an attorney, dealing 
mostly with education issues. 
My son, Ben, graduated from 
Texas A&M with a degree in 
genetics and is in technical 
sales. My youngest daugh-
ter, Leah, is a sophomore at 
Tarleton State University, 
majoring in physics and 
math. My wife, Mandy, is also 
a veterinarian. We live on our 
ranch south of Graford on 
land settled by my family 125 
years ago. 

Why are you running for 
District 60 state representa-
tive, and what experience 
are you bringing to the po-
sition:  I am currently in my 
second term serving as state 
representative for House 
District 60. I am running to 
be a strong voice for my lo-
cal district and rural Texas. 
Due to redistricting, this is 
my first term to represent 
Parker County, now 80% of 
my district. We lived in Aledo 
from 2000-2019, and two of 
my children attended Aledo 
public schools. While much 
of Parker County is now more 
suburban, residents still cher-
ish rural conservative values 
and rally around their local 
schools. Parker County is one 
of the fastest growing coun-
ties in the nation, and we 
need experienced leadership 
in the Texas House to address 
the unique challenges that ac-
company growth. I serve on 
the House Natural Resources 
Committee, which oversees 
water entities such as the 
Texas Water Development 
Board and TCEQ. My team 
has toured every water facil-
ity in the district and are well 
equipped to tackle water 
availability issues. My con-
servative record includes 
passing Constitutional Carry, 
banning abortions in Texas, 
passing the largest property 
tax relief bill in state history, 
and funding the border to 
the tune of $6.6 billion in this 
session to continue building 
the wall and put more boots 
on the ground. In the recent 
special session, we passed 
the strongest immigration 
law in the nation, making it 
a felony to enter the country 
illegally and giving Texas the 
ability to deport illegal immi-
grants back to Mexico. Before 
running for public office, I 
had a 40-year career as a vet-
erinarian, ranging from oper-
ating a large animal practice, 
teaching at the university 
level, and technical consulta-

tion. I am a sixth generation 
rancher and I have experience 
running small businesses. 
The skills I gained from my 
career experiences have been 
invaluable in my service rep-
resenting you in the Texas 
House. 

What goals do you have 
that you feel will help serve 
residents in District 60: 
The border crisis has made 
every town in Texas a “bor-
der town.” In the absence 
of federal leadership, I will 
continue to strongly sup-
port Gov. Abbott’s mission to 
secure our border and resist 
the invasion. Our citizens and 
our communities are being 
harmed by fentanyl and other 
drugs that continually cross 
the southern border. My goal 
is to stop that threat. Texas 
should do whatever possible 
to end the Biden Border Crisis. 
Enforcement of current laws 
is a critical first step.

I want to continue lowering 
property taxes. We passed 
the largest property tax cut 
in history this past legislative 
session. This is a great start, 
saving the average Texas 
homeowner $1300, but we 
can and will do more. 

My team and I are ready 
to work toward immediate 
and long-term solutions for 
our region’s water shortage. 
Beginning in March, we will 
hold Town Halls across the 
district focused on providing 
factual information about the 
looming water crisis and to 
entertain ideas and potential 
solutions prior to the 89th 
legislative session in 2025. 
I will continue to actively 
participate in the Hydrology 
2050 group to continue seek-
ing ways to address the long 
and short-term water needs. 
We owe it to future genera-
tions to prepare now for fu-
ture water demands.

I will continue protecting 
our great local schools. In 
District 60, we are blessed to 
have outstanding public and 
private schools that provide 
our students with a balanced 
education. Our schools are 
the heart of our communi-
ties; Friday Night Lights, band 
performances, FFA activi-
ties, and many other school 
events are irreplaceable. I will 
continue to stand up for local 
schools, to enhance our stu-
dents’ learning experience, 
and support our teachers in 
their efforts to bring up the 
next generation.
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NOW OPEN!
Your Community Hearing 

Healthcare Clinic
• Hearing Evaluations 
• Hearing Aid Fitting 
• Tinnitus Management 
• Ear Wax Removal 
• Custom Ear Molds 
• Hearing Aid Maintenance & Repair

Dr. Erich Gessling, Au. D.
324 Northwest Parkway, 
Suite 100, Azle, TX 76020

www.azlehearing.com
817-752-2033

Family owned and operated
Donna Hopwood &

Debi Matthews

Tax Service & More, LLC
HOPWOOD’S

• All Type of Income Taxes
• Small Business Bookkeeping
• W2’s & 1099 Preparation
• Quarterly Taxes • Notary 
• 18 years in Springtown

Bank Products Available

We Have Moved!
109 E. 1st St., Springtown

ON THE SQUARE

817-220-7200
FOR APPOINTMENT

FINANCING AVAILABLE

500B N. Stewart Suite 1, Azle

817-270-6126
www.TexasDesignerFlooring.com

• Carpet
• Hardwood
• Tile
• Luxury Vinyl

• Waterproof
• Natural Stone
• Glass Tile
• Free Estimates

Offering the most extensive 
local flooring options!

CARPET

HARDWOOD

TILE

VINYL WATERPROOF

STONE GLASS TILE

On The Square

116 Optimist Rd., Springtown

For Pricing Packages 
Call 817-304-1290

OR EMAIL 
venueonthesquare51@gmail.com

Mon-Fri 9 am - 5 pm

Elevate your events 
at Venue on the Square, 

Springtown’s premier 
space for unforgettable 

celebrations!

Venue on 
the Square

Small venue with a lot of charm!

A venue that offers a more intimate and close-knit feel for your upcoming event.

If you are looking for a venue that offers 
a more intimate and close-knit feel for your 
upcoming event, Venue on the Square in 
Springtown is one you need to check out!

Venue on the Square opened its doors 
two months ago in a building with old-
town charm. Although it’s a small venue, 
it offers a lot of charm, with many unique 
characteristics inside and out.

Venue on the Square is a great spot for 
hosting an event for up to 48 people, like 
graduation parties, baby showers, wedding 
showers, birthday parties and receptions, 
business meetings and lunches, and even 
small weddings.

Prices at Venue on the Square start at 
$135 per hour. A four-hour package is $450; 
six hours for $635, or 12 hours for $1,150. 
Decorating services can also be provided 
for $200.

Events can be booked for Sunday through 
Saturday from 8 a.m. to 11 p.m. Last-minute 
bookings can be accommodated if the date 
is available.

Venue on the Square is located at 116 
Optimist Rd. in Springtown. To schedule a 
tour or for more information about Venue on 
the Square, call 817-304-1290. Office hours 
are Monday through Friday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

cording to an April 15, 2021, 
edition of The Springtown 
Epigraph. About 60% of 
Parker County voters in the 
Springtown school district 
rejected this proposal, which 
would have raised tax rates 
by almost 12 cents. 

The Epigraph also reported 
that SISD’s enrollment was 
3,674 in January 2021, which 
at the time was the highest 
January enrollment since 
2007. Now the district’s en-
rollment numbers are more 
than 4,000. 

“Across the district, we 
are already planning to add 
teachers at every elementary 
grade level as we prepare 
for next year,” former SISD 
Superintendent Mike Kelley 
said in the May 6, 2021, edi-
tion of the Epigraph. 

In the fall of 2021, SISD 
put the same proposal out 
for a vote again, except this 
time the cost of the projects 
ballooned to $41.5 million. 
However, a successful bond 
election would have only in-
creased the tax rate by about 
a half-cent compared to the 
previous year. 

Again, the bond proposal 
failed to pass, this time by 
about 51% in Parker County 
and 54% in Wise County.  

After failing at the polls 
twice in a year, the school 
board opted to not call for 
elections in 2022. Instead, 
the district hosted multiple 
meetings to educate locals on 
the district’s needs and get 
feedback to form a new plan. 
From there, the district found 
support for building a new 
middle school and reconfig-
uring the district’s campuses 
instead of constructing a new 
elementary school. 

In February 2023, the board 
decided to call for an election 
to fund the new proposal to 

build a new middle school, 
convert the current middle 
school into a ninth-grade cen-
ter and turn the intermedi-
ate school into the district’s 
fourth elementary campus. 
In this plan, there wouldn’t 
be a need for an intermediate 
school as fifth graders would 
be taught at the elementary 
campuses, and sixth grad-
ers would go to Springtown 
Middle School. 

The May 2023 bond pro-
posal was estimated to cost 
$120.78 million, which was 
tens of millions of dollars 
more expensive than the 
2021 plans. Building a middle 
school generally costs more 
than an elementary school, 
and district officials would 
need to buy more land to ac-
commodate the new middle 
school campus. Without 
considering the impact of in-
creased property appraisals, 
the district’s tax rate was pro-
jected to increase by about 29 
cents with a successful bond 
election.

Although voters failed to 
pass the May 2023 bond, the 
election was close in Parker 
County where the percent-
age of “no” votes didn’t 
reach 51% of the total ballots 
cast, and more people in the 
county voted on the bond 
than during the previous two 
elections. With Wise County’s 
results taken into consider-
ation, the bond failed by only 
57 votes. 

In August 2023, SISD called 
for another bond election 
with a proposal almost iden-
tical to the one in May. The 
district hired a new finan-
cial adviser and architect, 
and because of the Texas 
Legislature’s required tax 
compression, SISD’s tax rate 
would have been about a 
cent less than the rate for the 
previous year after a winning 
bond election. 

But SISD still didn’t capture 
the votes it needed to win the 

election in November. Instead, 
SISD voters in Parker and Wise 
counties definitively told the 
district “no” at the ballot box. 
More people in both counties 
came to the polls (which could 
be attributed to the constitu-
tional amendments election 
that was also on the ballot 
in November) and soundly 
rejected the bond propos-
al by about 56% in Parker 
County and about 60% in Wise 
County. 

“I don’t know that people 
truly see the need, espe-
cially those that are not 
visiting our campuses,” 
SISD Superintendent Shane 
Strickland said about why the 
bond hasn’t passed. “They 
don’t feel the impact that it 
has inside the buildings.”

The community meetings 
in 2022 had a decent number 
of attendees, but leading up 
to the November 2023 elec-
tion, the district’s informa-
tional meetings were sparsely 
attended. 

Strickland theorized that 
the district may be reaching 
people who already are bond 
supporters at meetings when 
they need to attract opposed 
or questioning voters. But 
getting them to show up is 
harder said than done. 

“We had lists of people that 
we would call in, invite them 
to these meetings, and a lot 
of them would say they’re 
going to come and then just 
never come,” he said.

School districts in Poolville, 
Decatur and Bridgeport also 
had failing bond elections 
in November, but Azle ISD 
— which Strickland pointed 
out has more businesses and 
corporations that pay local 
taxes than Springtown — was 
able to pass a bond election 
last fall. 

Despite the view on the lo-
cal level, most 2023 school 
bond elections in Texas had 
more in common with Azle 
than Springtown and other 

nearby school districts. Of 
the 203 school bond elec-
tions that took place last 
year, 150 (74%) passed at 
least one proposition while 
53 (26%) failed, according 
to the Municipal Advisory 
Council of Texas. This trend 
is still consistent when bro-
ken down between the May 
2023 and the November 2023 
bond elections in Texas. The 
Municipal Advisory Council 
of Texas reports that 80% 
of May bond elections were 
successful while 63% of 
November bond elections 
were successful. 

Strickland estimated that 
it’s been since 2008 since 
SISD last passed a bond elec-
tion. Voters approved the 
school district’s use of $35 
million to build Goshen Creek 
Elementary School on Pojo 
Road, Porcupine Stadium, the 
baseball/softball complex, 
additional classrooms and a 
band hall at the high school, 
classrooms and a restroom 
at Springtown Middle School 
and renovations for safety at 
the intermediate school. 

The previous bond propos-
al in 2005 only received par-
tial favor. Voters approved 
major improvements at each 
campus but shot down prop-
ositions for a new elementary 
school and a sports complex. 
Of course, the voters changed 
their minds about these pro-
posals in 2008.

“I believe the community 
has sent a clear message to 
the students in Springtown 
that education is impor-
tant,” former Superintendent 
Andrea Hungerford said in 
the May 14, 2008, edition of 
the Epigraph. “All facets of 
education prepare students 
as our future leaders.”

In that previous Epigraph 
article, Hungerford talks 
about wanting to get rid of 
“unsightly portables,” over-
crowding at Springtown 
Elementary School and the 

need for more restrooms — 
all of which have been dis-
cussed leading up to SISD’s 
most recent bond elections. 
The 2008 bond election was 
reported to have included a 
tax increase, but the district 
also had access to state funds 
to help pay for the debt. 

Mike Gilley, a former assis-
tant superintendent and prin-
cipal for SISD, recalled most 
of the bonds passing when 
he worked for the district. He 
described the 2008 election, 
specifically, as a great suc-
cess for the district. 

“It was just a great econom-
ic time for us and (we) got ev-
erything really at a reasonable 
price,” Gilley said. “We kind of 
got everything we wanted and 
(were) able to pay for it.”

But 2008 prices aren’t the 
same as they are now. Gilley 
estimated the price of the 

stadium, baseball/softball 
complex, track and added 
bus barn parking alone was 
about $17 million, “and now, 
$17 million wouldn’t even 
touch trying to construct the 
same thing.”

Gilley doesn’t remember 
much opposition to the 2008 
bond since it was under-
stood that the facilities were 
inadequate compared to the 
district’s size. He pointed 
out that most of the district’s 
campuses were constructed 
before 2001.

“We can add to, glam over 
(I guess you might say) some 
things, but there are such 
things as plumbing, wiring … 
space needs, that have to be 
met and/or overcome,” Gilley 
said.

Stay tuned for the next 
part of “Bond or bust” in next 
week’s paper. 

RETRO
FROM PAGE A1

MADELYN EDWARDS | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

Springtown ISD school board member Tootie Hall updated the 
Springtown City Council on the school district’s quest for a winning 
bond election on Jan. 25. 
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simple life

STAFFORD PLACE
Stafford Place is a 
highly coveted address 
for those seeking a 
luxurious and modern 
living experience. These 
brand new apartment 
homes offer a selection 
of 1- and 2-bedroom 
units, each adorned with 
opulent finishes that 
exude sophistication 
and comfort.
Residents can unwind 
and entertain in style 
with amenities like a 
billiard room, a resort-
style pool, and a 24/7 
fitness center, creating 
an oasis of leisure and 
convenience within the 
community. Stafford 
Place sets a new 
standard for upscale 
living, where residents 
can relish in the epitome 
of comfort and elegance.

Fitness 
Center

Resort-
Style Pool

Patio/
Balcony

Attached 
Garages

In Unit 
Laundry

Pet 
Friendly

972-349-1357

@STAFFORDPLACEAZLE

STAFFORDPLACEAZLE.COM

1200 SOUTHEAST PKWY, AZLE, TX 76020

JANUARY 2024 ACTIVITY
AZLE POLICE DEPARTMENT

1,738
CALLS FOR 
SERVICE
RESPONDED TO BY 
PATROL OFFICERS

CITATIONS 297
WARNINGS 404

TRAFFIC 
STOPS

701

47 ACCIDENTS
DWI RELATED: 1
DWI ARRESTS: 8

3,838
CALLS TAKEN 
BY DISPATCH

596
911 

CALLS

61 ARRESTS

25
CRIMES 
AGAINST 
PERSONS

26
CRIMES 
AGAINST 
SOCIETY

30
CRIMES 
AGAINST 
PROPERTY

Beans and Cornbread 
auction Feb. 17

Azle FFA hosts annual meal and 
auction to raise money for chapter

ZACH FREEMAN 
azlereporter@tricountyreporter.com

AZLE — The annual Azle 
FFA Beans and Cornbread 
Dinner and Auction will be 
Saturday, Feb. 17, at Forte 
Junior High, 479 Sandy Beach 
Road, starting at 5:30 p.m.

Last year’s Beans and 
Cornbread raised $15,000 
with the auction bringing in 
the majority of that amount. 
The funds will be primarily 
used for scholarships and to 
support Azle FFA exhibitors 
at the Tarrant County Junior 
Livestock Show. The TCJLS is 
another big moneymaker for 
the Azle FFA and always pres-
ents an opportunity for stu-
dents to excel and exemplify 
Azle through their success. 
The 2024 TCJLS is sched-
uled for Feb. 28 through 

March 2, with the auction sale 
Saturday, March 2, at 12p.m. 
in the Cattle Arena between 
Cattle Barns 1 and 2. Funds 
will also be used to provide 
support for the leadership 
and career development 
teams in the fall and spring 
who qualify for state compe-
titions as well as meet other 
needs of the chapter and its 
students. 

For admission into the 
Beans and Cornbread Dinner 
and Auction, guests are en-
couraged to bring one non-
perishable food item to stock 
the Azle FFA Blessing Box, 

instead of purchasing tickets. 
The Azle FFA Blessing Box is 
located next to the Azle ISD 
Administration Office at 300 
Roe Street. Items to be auc-
tioned include baked goods, 
jewelry, hunting supplies, 
tools, home and holiday dé-
cor, toys, women’s accesso-
ries and more.

The Azle FFA will also cel-
ebrate National FFA Week 
Feb. 19 by hosting a dodge-
ball tournament in Azle 
High School’s indoor facility. 
The event is open to chap-
ter members of other nearby 
school district’s FFAs. 

BOOK REVIEW

Look over here
and say “Cheeeeeeese!”

“Big Meg: The Story of 
the Largest and Most 
Mysterious Predator 
that Ever Lived” by 
Tim Flannery and 
Emma Flannery

c.2024, Atlantic 
Monthly Press
$27.00 208 pages

Let’s see those chompers, 
those pearly-whites. How 
‘bout a big grin, ear to ear. 
You’ve got a full set of gor-
geous teeth, why not show 
them off? Smile – especially 
if, as in the new book “Big 
Meg” by Tim Flannery and 
Emma Flannery, one tooth is 
as big as a toddler’s hand.

Growing up in Victoria, 
Australia, Tim Flannery en-
joyed fossil hunting on both 
land and just off the coast. 
It was more than a hobby for 
him — it was an obsession, 
a way to make money and to 
learn about that branch of 
science. He still recalls a large 
fossil he found in 1973, the 
tooth of Otodus megalodon, 
a shark that had gone extinct 
millions of years ago. 

At a possible 101,600 ki-
lograms (around 112 tons), 
a theoretical 20 meters long 
(nearly 22 yards or almost 66 
feet), and a bite force roughly 
twice that of a Tyrannosaurus 
rex, the Otodus megalo-
don was no shrinking violet. 
Informally known as “Meg,” it 
was the largest predator the 
Earth had ever seen. Ever.

Flannery wasn’t the only 
one who was fascinated by 
the gigantic predator. 

It’s thought that ancient so-
cieties used megalodon teeth 
in rituals and as tools. Fossil 
hunters avidly look for them 
in known spots. Museums 
love having Meg’s teeth and 
dealers sell them to private 
collectors online. Flannery 
says there are likely millions 
of teeth not yet discovered, 
mostly because each Meg had 
“tooth stacks” and hundreds 
of razor-sharp, killing-ma-
chine teeth in its mouth at 
any one time.

And yet, despite that hu-
mans’ evolutionary lineage 
and Meg’s overlapped a bit, 
our knowledge about the 
megalodon is really quite 
limited. Little can be learned 
from its bones, since Meg 
had a cartilaginous skeleton 
and cartilage doesn’t fos-
silize well. We can extrapo-
late information from any of 
the 15 species of its cousins 
that live. And maybe, says 
Flannery, we’ll know first-
hand: some people believe 
that the megalodon still 
exists...

If you’ve read this far, it’s 
pretty safe to say that deep, 
deep inside you lies the heart 
of a 5-year-old who thinks 
sharks are the coolest crea-
tures alive. They’re the cool-
est creatures dead, too, as 
you’ll see inside “Big Meg.”

It’s unfortunate, actu-
ally, that most kids are too 
young to read a book like 

this. Authors Tim Flannery 
and Emma Flannery, a father-
daughter team, write in great 
detail about creatures that 
can hold a lot of fascination 
for all ages: longer than an 
average ranch-style home, 
Meg didn’t live in a vacuum, 
so the authors include facts 
about other marine animals, 
both ancient and current, in 
their narrative, as a touch-
stone. This may irritate some 
readers — it means a lot of 
subject-bouncing and an 
overabundance of seemingly-
irrelevant, seemingly-super-
fluous info — but stay with 
it. The mind-boggling is ulti-
mately worth it.

This is the kind of book 
that makes you want to drop 
“Did you know?” at the din-
ner table tonight. It’s a shark-
lover’s dream read. Share it 
with a kid, if you can; “Big 
Meg” will make you both 
smile.
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News from Azle City Hall
We welcome your comments or suggestions on information you would like to 
see reported on this page, please call Azle City Hall, 817-444-2541, or email 
Assistant to the City Manager Susie Hiles at shiles@cityofazle.org. Until next 
month……

Scan for more information on what’s happening 
in the City of Azle or visit us at 
www.cityofazle.org

Azle Memorial Library News & Events
333 W Main St, Azle, TX 76020 | 817-752-2682 | www.azlelibrary.org

Facebook: facebook.com/azlelibrary
Instagram: instagram.com/azle_memorial_library

Spring Break at the Azle Library!
Join us this Spring Break for free activities for kids, teens and adults! 
March 11 at 1pm, the week kicks off with a water conservation education and free 
terrarium making activity for kids ages 5-12. 
March 13 @ 10:30 AM or 11:30 AM - Kids ages 4-12 can join us for one of two 
identical shows featuring LIVE animals. 
March 12 @ 6:30pm - Adults and teens 13+ are invited to a Hunger Games Trivia 
night; and return on March 15 at 3 PM for a free showing of “Hunger Games: The 
Ballad of Songbirds and Snakes” (rated PG-13). 
See the library’s newsletter on our website for full details.  

Save the Date - March 23 - AML is Celebrating 15 Years on Main Street!
Azle Memorial Library invites the community to help us celebrate our 15th anni-
versary with a variety of programs and celebrations for the Public to attend from 
March 18-April 6. Plus, all community members are invited to the Anniversary 
Open House on March 23 from 1-3 PM. To learn more, pick up a newsletter in-
side the library, or visit our website beginning February 15.

FREE AARP Tax-Aide
Certified tax preparers with AARP Tax-Aide will be at the Azle Memorial Library 
through April 13 to provide individuals with FREE tax preparation for basic re-
turns (individual only, no business). Appointments are required - call the library 
soon to book yours before they fill up.
FREE In-Person Programs
The Library offers a variety of free programs for kids, teens and adults. Learn 
about upcoming programs by visiting the Library’s website and Facebook page. 
All events take place in the Library Community Room, unless otherwise noted. 
Here are just a few of the programs coming soon:

• Storytime: Little ones and the caregivers can participate in early learning fun 
with the Children’s Librarian! Tiny Tykes (ages 1-2) meets Wednesdays at 
10:30am. Preschool Pals (ages 3-6) meets Thursdays at 10:30am. 

• Crafty Quilters: Meets third Saturday of every month from 10am-2pm. Adult 
quilters of all skill-levels can bring their own materials and equipment while 
meeting other quilters and sharing techniques. 

• Last Monday Matinee: Last Monday of every month at 2 PM. Adults enjoy a 
newly released movie and free popcorn on the big screen in the Community 
Room! See library newsletter or call for upcoming movie titles.

• Gardening for Pollinators  February 27 at 6 PM. Join us to learn about the 
best plants and features to install to attract butterflies, bees and birds to your 
North Texas yard. Taught by the Tarrant Regional Water District. No registra-
tion is required. 

• Rope Bunny Coasters March 5 at 6:30 PM. Adult and teen crafters can hop
over to the library to make a pair of bunny coasters! Free, but registration is re-
quired by calling 817-752-2682. 

Azle Municipal Facilities Closed
PRESIDENTS’ DAY

February 19
Police/Fire services will be available by calling (817) 444-3221, or 9-1-1 in case 
of emergency. For water/sewer emergencies, please call (817) 444-3221.
Community Waste Disposal will run their regular trash/recycle route.

New Garbage Rates in effect 
February 1, 2024

Beginning February 1, 2024, Azle residents/business owners will see an in-
crease in their garbage/recycle rates. (Current residential rate $23.09 – new rate 
$23.75/month) The City's contract with CWD allows for an annual market ad-
justment each February 1st based on increase in fuel costs, landfill costs, and 
on the percent of increase in the annual Consumer Price Index (CPI) for all 
DFW Urban Consumers as published by the U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau 
of Labor Statistics. The new garbage service rates are available on the City’s 
website at www.cityofazle.org or a hard copy is available at City Hall.
NOTICE TO ALL COMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL ACCOUNTS.
Beginning February 15, 2024, all commercial and industrial customers will be 
direct billed by CWD. CWD is sending out letters to all commercial/industrial 
accounts with details on what to expect. 
Azle residents benefit from a variety of waste disposal options - twice a week 
solid waste, once a week recycle (option to choose either 65 gal cart or 18 gal 
bin), once a week bulk item collection, once a month bulk brush, and a twice a 
year "X-treme Green Event" that is held as part of the city-wide clean up.
The X-treme Green Event gives Azle residents a convenient way to dispose of 
their household hazardous waste, e-waste, metal appliances, tires, and on-site 
document shredding. The 2024 X-treme Green Events are scheduled for 
May 11 and September 14. 
Free recycled paint for Azle residents
In an effort to continue our recycling efforts, the City and CWD created a re-
mix paint program by blending the usable paint collected at Azle’s X-treme 
Green Events and offering the recycled paint (latex & oil-based) FREE to Azle 
residents. Paint is in one (1) gallon containers and available at Azle City Hall, 
505 W. Main Street. The City of Azle does not guarantee the purity, quality, 
consistency, etc of the paint distributed. 

The City of Azle and CWD are committed to helping our residents keep the 
community clean and preserving the environment for future generations. For 
questions or concerns regarding your solid waste collection, please contact 
Community Waste Disposal at 972-392-9300, Option 2.

** For guidelines regarding garbage collection, visit the City’s website.

Who’s running for Texas 
House District 99?

Democratic candidate 
Mimi Coff ey did not 
respond to request for 
comment by time of 
publication.

STAFF REPORTS 
Residents in Texas House 

District 99, which includes 
northwest Tarrant County, 
have the chance to elect a 
new representative this year.

Rep. Charlie Geren, who 
currently holds the office, 
is seeking re-election. The 
primary election in March 
will allow voters to select 
candidates to represent 
the Republican Party and 
Democratic Party. Primary 
Election Day is March 5 and 
early voting runs Tuesday, 
Feb. 20 to Friday, March 1.

The Tri-County Reporter 
asked all the candidates vy-
ing for the district seat in 
both the Republican and 
Democratic primary to tell 
us about themselves and 
their goals. Check out their 
responses, listed in order re-
ceived, below:

COURTESY PHOTO

Jack Reynolds

Name: Jack Reynolds
Position: Texas House 

District 99
Occupation: Educator
Education: I was born and 

raised in Texas and spent 
most of my life here save 
for my time in the military. I 
graduated from high school 
in New Braunfels in 1986. 
However, I did not get my 
undergraduate degree until 
I was 42 years old, graduat-
ing cum laude from Tarleton 
State University in 2010 with 
a bachelor’s degree in eco-
nomics and a minor in math. 
I worked my way through 
graduate school as a high 
school math teacher, re-
ceiving a master’s degree in 
economics in 2013 and a doc-
toral degree in educational 
leadership and policy studies 
in 2018.

Community Involvement: 
I have served on Azle’s 
Municipal Development 
District Board for the last 
couple of years, and I served 
a year on my neighborhood’s 
homeowner’s association. 
At various times, I have also 
coached little league baseball, 
and I have served as an um-
pire for a softball league.

Family: I have five broth-
ers — a younger brother 
with whom I share both my 
mother and father, three old-
er half-brothers with whom I 
share a mother, and an older 
stepbrother who joined the 
family when I was 12 years 
old. In 2006, I met my wife, 
April, and we married the fol-
lowing year. We have a son 
named Jackson who is 11 
years old.

Why are you running: 
There are several reasons 
why I chose to get in this race. 
The proverbial straw that 
broke the camel’s back was 
the impeachment of (Texas) 
Attorney General Ken Paxton. 
While I certainly do not con-
done the behavior he was ac-
cused of, you would be hard 
pressed to convince me that 
other politicians in Austin, 
and certainly in Washington, 
D.C., do not similarly use 
their positions to benefit 
friends and family. If doing 
favors for friends and engag-
ing in extramarital relations 
was truly an impeachable 
offense, we could get rid 
of a whole bunch of politi-
cians. This kind of hypocrisy 
I simply cannot stomach. 
However, this was not the 
only reason I decided to chal-
lenge Charlie Geren.

Beginning in 2020, I became 
aware of an almost systemic 
failure in higher education to 
adhere to Texas Government 
Code, Chapter 657, Military 
Employment Preference. As a 
twice-honorably discharged 
Army Infantry and Desert 
Storm veteran, I learned 
first-hand this was largely 
being ignored because there 
is simply no enforcement 
mechanism. Our veterans 
deserve more than legisla-

tive virtue signaling from 
our elected representatives, 
and my repeated efforts to 
reach out to our own repre-
sentative, Charlie Geren, were 
mostly ignored. The people in 
District 99 deserve a more re-
sponsive representative.

Goals: My first goal will be 
to put a stop to the landfill 
being proposed on Silver 
Creek Road in the south Lake 
Worth community. The com-
pany proposing the landfill 
relies on a years-old, dormant 
permit. Such landfill permits 
cannot simply exist in perpe-
tuity, such that a company 
can revive it years later after 
residential communities have 
sprung up in the area. 

It is thanks in large part to 
Charlie Geren that this prob-
lem exists at all. He filed HB 
1794 in 2015, which capped 
the amount that cities and 
counties could collect from 
companies that contaminate 
the environment, removing 
the disincentive polluters 
would otherwise face. I am in 
favor of protecting cities and 
counties from frivolous law-
suits, but Geren’s legislation 
goes too far.

Not only does this landfill 
pose a threat to the air qual-
ity and water supply, but it 
will also decimate property 
values, potentially wiping 
out equity in people’s homes. 
When I am elected, I will do 
everything in my power to 
stop this landfill. I will place a 
reasonable time restraint on 
how long such permits can 
be used before they need to 
be reviewed for renewal, and 
I will reinstitute fines that act 
as a disincentive to those that 
contaminate our residential 
communities.

I am also eager to roll up 
my sleeves and work with the 
governor to resolve a host 
of issues. For example, we 
need to secure our border, 
ensure the integrity of our 
elections, eliminate prop-
erty taxes, protect small 
businesses, improve educa-
tion, reform school finance, 
protect state’s rights and 
implement the party’s legis-
lative priorities. I will not go 
to Austin simply to do what 
I want or what I think is best. 
I will go to Austin and do 
what my constituents ask of 
me constrained only by our 
Constitution.
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Charlie Geren

Name: Charlie Geren
Position you are running 

for: State Representative of 
House District 99

Occupation: Rancher/
Restauranteur

Education: I grew up in the 
Fort Worth area and attend-
ed high school at Arlington 
Heights, just as my father and 
younger brother did. I then 
went on to spend two years 
at the Baylor Military School 
in Chattanooga, Tennessee. 
After my time there, I went on 
to attend Southern Methodist 
University where I am proud 
to have graduated with a 
degree in real estate and 
finance. 

Community Involvement: 
I have been involved in the 
Northwest Tarrant County 
community for more than 
four decades, having spent 
much of this time involved in 
the Fort Worth Stock Show. 
Since the early 1970s, I have 
had an active role in the steer 
show and have served many 
roles on the Fort Worth Stock 
Show including treasurer 
and secretary. Currently I 
serve as vice president of 
the Southwestern Exposition 
and Livestock Show. Outside 
of the stock show, I have 
served as a trustee of Texas 
Christian University and am 
the owner and proprietor of 
the Railhead Smokehouse. 

Family: I am the proud 
father of one daughter and 
grandfather to two boys. I am 

very close to my brother and 
spend lots of time with my 
nieces and nephews. 

Why are you running: Prior 
to my time in the legislature, I 
served for nearly a decade as 
a Deputy U.S. Marshal, giving 
me a deep understanding and 
experience in law enforce-
ment. After my time with the 
Marshals, I moved into water 
policy and advocacy, serv-
ing in an elected position on 
the Tarrant Regional Water 
District board of directors. 
I was then appointed to the 
Texas Water Development 
Board and served as chair-
man of the Texas Resource 
Finance Authority for five 
years. My focus was always 
on serving the people of 
Tarrant County, and later the 
whole of Texas, in an open 
and fiscally responsible man-
ner. I oversaw a multitude 
of much-needed wastewater 
reclamation projects and en-
sured that Texas would have 
stable and long-lasting access 
to groundwater resources. 
After serving on the board, I 
transitioned into the Texas 
Legislature, being elected for 
my first term in the Texas 
House in 2000. During my 
time in the legislature, I have 
served on a multitude of 
committees including State 
Affairs, Energy Resources, 
Calendars, Redistricting, 
and Land and Resource 
Management. I also served as 
the chairman of the House 
Administration Committee 
for over a decade, chairman 
of the Local and Consent 
Calendar Committee, and 
Speaker Pro Tem for the most 
recent legislative session. 
I have served the wonder-
ful community of northwest 
Tarrant County my entire life. 
Having grown up here, owned 
businesses here, and raised 
my family here, I have always 
known what a special place 
North Texas is and have al-
ways strived to make it a bea-
con for the rest of the state to 
follow.

Goals: My top prior-
ity in the legislature has 
always been protecting our 
Northwest Tarrant County 
families — and delivering 
meaningful tax relief every 
chance I get. This session, we 
passed the largest property 
tax cut in American history 
— $18 billion in relief for 
homeowners and businesses. 
It’s my duty to ease the bur-
den on Azle families and I’m 
proud of our hard work deliv-
ering more each session. We 
must keep cutting until peo-
ple can afford their homes. 

I’m driven to fully secure 
our southern border. I voted 
to empower our law enforce-
ment to arrest and turn back 
those who trespass on Texas. 
We increased border security 
funding by 630% since Biden 
took office. We’re finishing 
the wall in Texas, designated 
Mexican drug cartels as ter-
rorists, and cracked down on 
fentanyl and human traffick-
ing. Though it’s the federal 
government’s job, we must 
step up to protect our fami-
lies. This is the biggest chal-
lenge we face, and the stakes 
are life or death. I’m running 
again to finish the job and 
stop Biden’s open border.

I’m a champion of our local 
law enforcement. I co-au-
thored the bill that stopped 
cities from defunding police 
departments. Now, it’s the 
cities that will be defunded if 
they cut their police depart-
ments. You should know that 
protecting the Azle commu-
nity drives me each day as 
your State Representative. 

I’ll always protect and ad-
vance our conservative val-
ues. Texas is the most pro-life 
state in America now. We’ve 
protected our kids from be-
ing targeted by online preda-
tors and Big Tech and passed 
Constitutional Carry — elimi-
nating licensing require-
ments for carrying firearms. 
There should be no infringe-
ment on your right to protect 
your family. I’m proud to be 
endorsed by the NRA with an 
A-Rating and I’d be honored 
with your vote to continue 
advancing our values in the 
Texas House.
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133 E. 1st St.• Springtown
817-220-5570

Stop at Highland Furniture for all your furniture needs. 
Don’t see what you want? We can get it just ask! 

Free Lay-A-Way and No Credit Needed Financing
New Hours Mon-Fri 10-6 • Sat 10-2 • Sun Closed

101A N Main St in Springtown
(On the Square)

Let us help you 
with all your 

personal, home 
defense needs!

Free Layaway
WE TRADE

Consignments 
Welcomed

817-538-7557
shop.OnTheSquareGunsAndAmmo.com

n ON THE SQUARE n
121B E. First St • 817-986-3355

Mon-Thurs 10 am - 6 pm Fri 12 pm - 6 pm
Sat 9 am - 5 pm CLOSED SUNDAY

Full Service Salon
For the Whole Family!

• Welding Supplies & Equipment
• Specialty Gas &

Cryogenic Products
• Purchase, Fill And

Return Gas Cylinders

817-220-7291
200 East 1st St., Springtown

WestAir

WestAir

FINE WESTERN WEAR

100 S. Main Street
SPRINGTOWN on the SQUARE

682-615-2226
Mon-Sat 10 am - 7 pm, Sun Closed Hablamos español

Follow
Us On

Save a tree,
subscribe online!

817-270-3340817-270-3340
www.tricountyreporter.comwww.tricountyreporter.com

FOR 
ONE 
YEAR

$40
ONLINE

Monday, March 25th
Springtown Elem. School Grounds

416 E. 3rd St, Springtown Texas
CONTACT SPRINGTOWN CHAMBER

OF COMMERCE FOR TICKETS

817-220-7828
5:00 & 7:30 PM

Advance Adult $12 • Child/Senior $7 
Box Office Adult $15 • Child/Senior $8 

SPONSORED BY THE SPRINGTOWN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

is coming to town!
The Circus

Get to know primary candidates running for District 30 state senator
STAFF REPORTS

Residents in State Senate 
District 30, which includes 
north and east portions of 
Parker County along with 
parts of multiple other North 
Texas counties, have the 
chance to elect a new leader 
this year. 

Sen. Drew Springer, who 
currently helms District 30, 
will not seek reelection. The 
primary election in March 
will allow voters to select 
a candidate to represent 
the Republican party and a 
candidate to represent the 
Democratic party. The prima-
ry winners from both parties 
will go head-to-head in the 
November general election. 

State senators represent 
their districts in the Texas 
Senate, which meets every 
two years (or in special ses-
sions called by the governor) 
to vote on potential new laws 
that would affect residents in 
their districts as well as the 
whole state. 

Primary Election Day is 
March 5 and early voting runs 
Tuesday, Feb. 20 to Friday, 
March 1.

The Tri-County Reporter 
asked all the candidates vy-
ing for the District 30 state 
senate seat in both the 
Republican and Democratic 
primaries to tell us about 
themselves and their goals. 
Check out their responses:

REPUBLICAN PRIMARY 
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Cody Clark

Name: Cody Clark 
Occupation: Executive di-

rector of operations
Education: Graduated 

HS from Newman Smith in 
Carrollton. Attended the 
University of North Texas and 
obtained 43 hours. Earned 
a jailer license as well as a 
master peace officer’s license 
(both currently inactive).

Community involvement: 
Police officer for the City of 
Denton for nine years full 
time, and nine years as a re-
serve officer. 

Family: I’ve been married 
to my wife, Shelly, for 17 
years. I have two daughters, 
Justice, 19, and Liberty, 8. 

Why are you running for 
District 30 state senator 
and what experience you 
are bringing to the position: 
The only thing (I) have done 
in my life is service to oth-
ers, whether it be as a police 
officer, watching over your 
families at night, or in my 
current work operating state 

programming (as a private 
provider) that takes care of 
your loved ones with IDD/
special needs. Over the last 
decade, my professional 
work has turned into working 
on the larger, big picture, is-
sues for the greater IDD com-
munity with the Health and 
Human Services Commission, 
and with our legislators both 
locally, and at the Capitol in 
Austin. I do, as my sole job, 
what our legislative officials 
should at least be thinking 
about, and hopefully doing 
day to day, w Whether it be 
testifying before committees, 
providing actionable ways to 
carve out hundreds of mil-
lions (of dollars) in current 
funding so that it can be real-
located without losing servic-
es to those in programming, 
or providing input on how to 
implement state program-
ming through our provider 
association. In short, I work 
on substantive legislative is-
sues for Texans, and I feel I 
can expand that to include 
all the constituents of Senate 
District 30.

What goals do you have 
that you feel will help serve 
residents in District 30? 
My overarching goals are to 
ensure that governmental 
programming is both effec-
tive and efficient while being 
a good fiduciary of our tax-
payer dollars, whether that 
be in obtaining a Texas iden-
tification card, reimagining 
our Mental Health Services, 
or finding better ways to allo-
cate state funding so it works 
for Texans. I want to have a 
government that works for 

the people, not a government 
in name only.
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Carrie de Moor, MD, FACEP

Name: Carrie de Moor, MD, 
FACEP

Occupation: Emergency 
physician/CEO/mom

Education: I attend-
ed Southern Methodist 
University for my under-
graduate degree with a BA 
in psychology. I went on to 
medical school at Texas Tech 
University Health Science 
Center. Following medical 
school, I completed an intern 
year in pediatrics at UTMB 
Galveston and then finished 
up my residency in emer-
gency medicine at Texas Tech 
El Paso where I was chief 
resident. 

Community involvement: 
I have served as president of 
Collin Fannin County Medical 
Society and president of 
Project Access Collin County 
serving the needs of the indi-
gent community with volun-
teer healthcare services. I also 
serve currently on the Texas 
Medical Board DRC and Texas 

Opioid Fund Abatement 
Council. Additionally, I have 
previously been a Girl Scout 
Troop Leader and Cookie 
Mom.

Family: I have been mar-
ried to my husband, Rudy, for 
19 wonderful years. We have 
three children, Christian (17), 
Catelyn (15) and Ava (11). 
My son is a senior in high 
school and actively engaged 
in the community. I am a na-
tive Texan and my family has 
been in farming in Texas for 
at least the last five genera-
tions. I am the daughter of a 
United States Navy Veteran 
and retired Texas school 
teacher/librarian.

Why are you running for 
District 30 state senator and 
what experience you are 
bringing to the position: I am 
running for this position be-
cause I truly feel that the Lord 
has called me to this place 
and sharpened me for a time 
such as this. I feel that the 
people of SD 30 need a strong 
voice that will represent their 
needs and their values in 
Austin. Too many times our 
region is overlooked as policy 
is made surrounding Harris 
County or Travis County. 
I watched as our previous 
senator put his hand up and 
said, I don’t have time to lis-
ten to the people. I will be a 
present, accessible leader and 
senator that will not forget 
you. We must have leadership 
that will fight for the people 
of this region and senate dis-
trict specifically and who will 
be deeply engaged with the 
community. I have served as 
a leader in the medical com-

munity, as an appointee of 
the attorney general and gov-
ernor, as well as a day-to-day 
front-line physician caring 
for Texans. I have built mul-
tiple businesses and fought 
tirelessly against corporate 
and government overreach 
to protect patient access to 
care for over a decade. I have 
successfully innovated new 
models of healthcare delivery 
and access in both airports 
and rural communities and 
understand the degree of di-
plomacy required to get the 
job done in Austin. 

What goals do you have 
that you feel will help serve 
residents in District 30: We 
must address investment in 
the border first and do every-
thing that we can to ensure 
that we are supporting all 
efforts from Texas to secure 
the border and stop the inva-
sion. Before we can fix educa-
tion, we must fix the border. 
Before we fix healthcare, we 
must fix the border. Before 
we fix inflation, we must fix 
the border. The strain of the 
influx of illegals into Texas is 
causing skyrocketing costs 
in all sectors and in all coun-
ties. To be a good fiduciary 
of the money that truly be-
longs to the people, not the 
government, we must direct 
it appropriately to the border 
crisis. Additionally, we must 
secure our elections. I am 
fighting right now against a 
candidate that is violating 
our election code by lying 
about his residence. We have 
to ensure that this can never 
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happen again. The people de-
serve honest representation. 
Additionally, we will focus 
in on controlling skyrocket-
ing healthcare costs. We can 
do this by holding insurance 
administrators accountable 
and removing barriers to the 
free market in medicine. It is 
unacceptable that residents 
of SD30 are being essentially 
priced out of their homes 
by property taxes AND out 
of their lives by big insur-
ance and big pharma. I will 
stand firmly on the side of 
the people and will stand 
up against the corporate gi-
ants that have been trying to 
eliminate their access to high-
quality, affordable healthcare 
for decades. Further, we will 
address the water crisis in SD 
30. We must come up with in-
novative solutions to ensure 
the region has adequate ac-
cess to water and ability to 
thrive and grow.

COURTESY PHOTO

Brent Hagenbuch

Name: Brent Hagenbuch
Occupation: CEO and own-

er of Titus Transport
Education: I received a BS 

in mechanical engineering 
from the U.S. Naval Academy, 
MS in civil engineering from 
Stanford University, and MBA 
from the Anderson School of 
Management at UCLA. 

Community involvement: 
I serve as board director of 
Feed the Children, a member 
of UNT’s Logistics Institute 
Advisory Board, LEISD 
Visionary Committee mem-

ber, former chairman of the 
board of Amazon Christian 
Mission, former president of 
the North Texas Chapter of 
K-Life youth ministry, for-
mer Little Elm City Planning 
& Zoning commissioner, 
and former Denton County 
Republican Party Chair.

Family: I have been greatly 
blessed with a beautiful fam-
ily including Jean, my wife 
and partner of 39 years who 
is a former schoolteacher, my 
son Adam, who holds a BFA 
from Carnegie Mellon and 
appears regularly in popular 
TV programs, my daughter 
Nicole, who is studying for a 
master’s degree at UNT, and 
three grandchildren. We are 
active at Crossridge Church 
in Little Elm. 

Why are you running for 
District 30 state senator and 
what experience are you 
bringing to the position: I 
am running for Texas Senate 
District 30 because I refuse 
to sit by as the Left continues 
to try to take away our God-
given rights. We have a criti-
cal need for a qualified, con-
servative Republican to step 
up and represent the citizens 
of Senate District 30. I believe 
Texas remains the place that 
all America used to be, and 
we must do everything we 
can to protect the freedoms 
that make our state the best 
place to live, work and raise a 
family. As a business owner, 
I’ve been through both lean 
and prosperous times. The 
Lord has placed me in a posi-
tion to make an impact on 
north Texas as a Republican 
County Chairman and by 
moving to the Texas Senate, 
I can continue that impact 
on a larger scale. I believe the 
Texas border, law and order, 
parents’ rights and a full 
throttle on oil in Texas are 
just some of the tasks that 
would greatly benefit from a 
business approach. 

What goals do you have 
that you feel will help serve 
residents in District 30: My 

top priority will be the Texas 
border. Without question, 
public safety deserves the 
full attention of state gov-
ernment. Second, I will fight 
to protect parents’ rights to 
make the best decisions for 
their family, and this includes 
medical freedom. Further, I 
will prioritize clearing log-
jams and getting tasks done 
with conservative manage-
ment. As a Texas senator, I 
will support legislation that 
protects Texans, defends 
Texas values and removes 
over-burdensome regulation.

COURTESY PHOTO

Jace Yarbrough

Name: Jace Yarbrough
Occupation: Conservative 

litigator
Education: I earned bach-

elor’s degrees in electrical 
engineering and government 
from the University of Texas 
at Austin, where I interned 
for the Texas Public Policy 
Foundation, and a law degree 
from Stanford Law School, 
where I served as president 
of my law school’s chapter of 
the Federalist Society. I am 
a former fellow of the John 
Jay Institute for Faith, Society 
and Law, Alliance Defending 
Freedom’s Blackstone 
Legal Fellowship and the 
Claremont Institute.

Community involvement: 
Active duty Air Force, then 
Air Force Reserve: 2011-pres-
ent; St. Francis Academy, 
founder/board chair: 
2022-present; precinct chair: 
2020-21; parish treasurer: 
2020-22; Federalist Society, 
Dallas Lawyers Chapter board 
member: 2019-21; Federalist 
Society, Stanford Law School 

Chapter president: 2017-18
Family: With (my) wife 

and high school sweetheart, 
Elizabeth, (I) founded Saint 
Francis Academy, a classical 
Christian school that reflects 
(our) shared passion for 
shaping the next generation. 
Actively engaged in our lo-
cal church in Denton, raising 
four children with another 
on the way, (we) live out our 
values at home and in the 
community.

Why are you running for 
District 30 state senator and 
what experience are you 
bringing to the position: I’m 
running for Senate District 
30 because we are at a cross-
roads as a state and nation, 
and it is time for genuine, 
battle-tested conservatives 
to step into the public arena. 
I don’t just talk about con-
servative principles — I live 
them. When the pressure was 
on and no one was watching, 
I stood up for my convic-
tions, my faith, and my family 
against COVID vaccine man-
dates in the military and with 
my civilian employer. In the 
courtroom I advocate for the 
unborn, religious liberty and 
medical freedom. I have cou-
rageously lived out my deeply 
held convictions every step of 
the way. You can rely on me 
to never back down from a 
fight for our values.

What goals do you have 
that you feel will help 
serve residents in District 
30: 1. Secure the border, 2. 
Confronting and defeating 
woke ideologues and culture, 
and 3. Empower parents with 
school choice. Conservative 
bills that lack enforceabil-
ity are commonplace in the 
legislature. As a conservative 
litigator, I know firsthand the 
teeth that need to be put into 
bills that make things actu-
ally work and hold people 
and the government account-
able. I am a veteran who has 
stood up to the government 
when they tried to force me 
to take the COVID vaccine. I 
have stood up for my convic-
tions and always will. I was 
also co-counsel to Senator 
Angela Paxton during the im-
peachment trial of Attorney 

General Ken Paxton and have 
relationships across the 
Texas Legislature.

DEMOCRATIC PRIMARY
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Michael Braxton

Name: Michael Braxton
Occupation: Barber 
The Tri-County Reporter 

did not receive a complet-
ed questionnaire from Mr. 
Braxton or his team by press 
time. 
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Dale Frey

Name: Dale Frey
Occupation: Web devel-

oper for a private sector 
company (Mobomo L.L.C.) 
for whom I have adopted a 
federal contracting job work-
ing with NOAA (National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration). In this job 
I work as a systems admin-
istrator, web developer, and 
supply technical assistance 
to our NOAA teammates and 
scientists, as they report on 
the effects of climate change 
on our economy.

Education: I graduated 
with a bachelor’s degree in 
information technology at 
George Mason University in 

2010. With GMU’s close prox-
imity to our nation’s capital, 
I was fortunate to land my 
first job out of college work-
ing at the headquarters of the 
Department of Education in 
Washington, DC.

Community involvement: 
My first political involve-
ments in Texas started as a 
turf-cutter and poll-watch-
er for the Beto Campaign. 
I then became a precinct 
chair for the Denton County 
Democratic Party for precinct 
2085. I am also a board mem-
ber (communications chair) 
for the Frisco Democratic 
Club, where I manage the 
website, social media and 
digital outreach. 

Family: My father, a 
Vietnam War Veteran, 
through his service, had 
certain advantages he was 
given after his service (within 
certain agencies of govern-
ment). He worked hard and 
escalated quickly up the 
ladder in a government ca-
reer. Through his efforts, we 
eventually moved to the DC 
area. I graduated from GMU, 
started my own career in gov-
ernment, and eventually met 
Leandra (a native Texan), my 
now-wife. We moved down 
to Texas as her father was di-
agnosed with stage 3 cancer. 
Leandra was always planning 
on coming back to Texas, 
so we bought a home here 
in Denton County, near our 
extended family. (Edited for 
length.)

Why are you running for 
District 30 state senator 
and what experience are 
you bringing to the posi-
tion: While I have experience 
working as a federal contrac-
tor and precinct chair, the 
reason I am running for of-
fice is more personal than my 
resume. I am running for of-
fice because I have seen how 
poorly we treat our retired 
public school teachers, like 
my father-in-law. I saw how in 
his later years, the Medicaid 
system barely supported us. 
We don’t support health, nor 
education, here in Texas. And 
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PREVENTATIVE 
RESTORATIVE 

COSMETIC

Dr. Joseph McCreary, III 
FAMILY & COSMETIC DENTISTRY

Family dentistry for all ages. 
Serving the Azle, Texas area

209 Roe Street, 
Azle TX 76020

817-444-3209

Crowns & Bridges • Whitening 
Dental Veneers • Cosmetic Dentistry 

Implant Restoration • Dentures 
Pediatric Dentistry & More...

Go ahead 
& smile!

6925 Liberty School Tap Rd. • 817-444-1622
www.westbaymarinatx.com

Please check out our website for park rules and RV site application

Enjoy the beauty and tranquility of Eagle Mountain Lake.
• Over 180 RV spaces w/water, sewer and 30/50 amp electricity

• Monthly rates starting at $580, including all utilities,
up to $75 in electricity

• Weekly rates starting at $315.00 per week

• Newly built launch ramp extended into deeper water

• New storage units with concrete floors and specially built doors 
to open enough for wakeboard boat with the towers up. 14x35’ & 
17x50’ also including annual boat launch.

• Full service fuel dock with pump-out

• Boating/RV supplies available at the Ship’s Store 7 days a week

• Swimming beach (for tenants only)

• Covered boatslips starting at $300 per month

Big D’s BBQ 
Restaurant 

& Bar
Opening

March 2024
EAGLE MOUNTAIN LAKE,  TEXAS

Free
WiFi!

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
The City Council of the City of Azle will conduct a public hearing at 6:00 p.m. on Monday, 
March 4, 2024 in the City Council Chambers at City Hall, located at 505 West Main Street 
to consider text amendments to Chapter 10 “Subdivision Ordinance” and Chapter 14 
“Zoning Ordinance” of the Code of Ordinances, City of Azle, Texas. The purpose of the text 
amendment is to consider amendments to the screening wall requirements for single-family 
residential developments.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
The City Council of the City of Azle will conduct a public hearing at 6:00 p.m. on Monday, 
March 4, 2024 in the City Council Chambers at City Hall, located at 505 West Main Street 
to consider text amendments to Chapter 4 “Business Regulations”, Chapter 6 “Health and 
Sanitation”, Chapter 14 “Zoning Ordinance” and Appendix A - Fee Schedule of the Code of 
Ordinances, City of Azle, Texas. The purpose of the text amendment is to consider adding 
regulations for Food Truck Parks. 

NOTICE OF CLAIM AND PUBLIC SALE  
Storage unit contents to be sold to satisfy landlord’s lien. Seller reserves the right to 
withdraw property from the sale. Unit items to be sold to the highest bidder. Sale to be 
held ONLINE at https://www.storagetreasures.com/ . Location of Units for Public Sale: 
Longhorn State Storage Springtown at 1905 E Hwy 199 Springtown TX 76082. Auction to be 
held on Thursday March 7th, 2024 beginning at 9:00 a.m. for the following tenants: Megan 
Salinas, Ralph Hill, Bradley Luhrsen, Wanda Hearn,  Bradley Memmel , Scott David Yancy, Ky 
Stoddard ,Kathy Denney. 

LEGAL PUBLIC NOTICES Love Your Lake 2024
ZACH FREEMAN 
azlereporter@tricountyreporter.com

AZLE — A recently re-
vived nonprofit, Save Eagle 
Mountain Lake Inc (SEML), 
will host an annual celebra-
tion and meeting Saturday, 
Feb. 17 from 1:30-4 p.m. The 
event, dubbed “Love Your 
Lake,” will be held at the Fort 
Worth Boat Club, 10000 Boat 
Club Road in Fort Worth. 

“The Love Your Lake event 
is a heartfelt celebration of 
our commitment to Eagle 
Mountain Lake’s preserva-
tion and sustainability,” the 
organization’s website states. 
“It’s an annual gathering 
where the SEML community 
comes together to elect new 
leaders, share our accom-
plishments, and unveil ex-
citing plans for the future. 
Beyond the formalities, it’s 
an opportunity to meet fel-
low lake enthusiasts, con-

nect with experts in the field, 
and immerse yourself in the 
beauty of our beautiful gem. 
At its core, Love Your Lake is 
a testament to our collective 
dedication to safeguarding 
Eagle Mountain Lake for gen-
erations to come, focusing 
on environmental steward-
ship and education. It’s a day 
of inspiration, reflection and 
camaraderie, reminding us all 
of the importance of cher-
ishing and protecting this 
precious resource. Join us in 
demonstrating your love for 
Eagle Mountain Lake and be-
ing part of a community that 
truly cares.”

Presenters will include: Fort 
Worth Boat Club Membership 

Director Dave Valentine; 
research scientists at Texas 
Water Resource Institute, Dr. 
Kelly Albus and Dr. Bardia 
Heidari; Assistant Code 
Director, Managing Director 
for Environmental Health 
Services of City of Fort Worth 
Cody Whittenburg; and Chief 
Water Resources Officer 
at Tarrant Regional Water 
District Rachel Ickert. 

Go to www.seml.org and 
click “Love Your Lake — SEML 
Annual Meeting” under the 
upcoming events tab to pur-
chase tickets and learn more 
about the event. Tickets are 
$45 per individual or $80 per 
couple and include appetiz-
ers and two drink tickets.

Nonprofit Save Eagle Mountain 
Lake hosts celebration Feb. 17
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that needs to change.
What goals do you have 

that you feel will help serve 
residents in District 30: 
Support our schools and 
teachers. Our education sys-
tem is desperately under-
funded and underappreci-
ated. Forty percent of our 
school staff has been lost in 
the past two years. With the 
State of Texas having a mas-
sive surplus, supplying addi-
tional funding to our schools 
and our public school teach-
ers must be our very first 
step.

Medicaid Expansion. We 
should be accepting the 
Medicaid Expansion pro-
gram. There is no reason 
for us not to be part of a 
program we already spend 
our tax money into. As it 
stands right now, I see some 
health care providers drop-
ping their Medicaid recipi-
ents due to lack of funds. We 
are also in a situation where 
some people are poor, “but 
not poor enough” to qualify 
for Medicaid — another is-
sue that can be fixed with 
the MC-expansion, since 
this program increases the 
threshold in which people 
are accepted in.

Mitigate the housing crisis. 
We have a problem in Texas 
right now where some mas-
sive corporations are buying 
up several suburban homes 
meant for families and flip-
ping them into rental homes. 
It is becoming such a prob-
lem that with supply going 
down, demand increases, 
which increases prices on 
homes. This turns our hous-
ing situation into something 
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that seems out of reach for 
lower income earners, who 
then decide to rent from 
those homes instead of buy, 
which in turn gives these 
corporations more (fund-
ing) to continue to buy more 
homes — it’s a vicious cycle. 
What we need to do is add an 
additional tax on corporate 
entities that own more than 
100 homes and send that 
money into a program that 
helps low-income first-time 
home buyers.

COURTESY PHOTO

Matthew McGhee

Name: Matthew McGhee
Occupation: Maintenance.
Education: Electrical engi-

neering technologist — pro-
cess automation

Community involvement: 
Cooke County Democrats 
member / Progressive Rights 
Organization Gainesville 
activist / “Fix My Ride” vol-
unteer mechanic fixing poor 
people’s cars / Cooke County 
Voluntary Organizations ac-
tive in disaster volunteer do-
ing plumbing, water damage 
repair from snowpocalypse 
/ I do roadside assistance 

and car repairs for folks that 
can’t afford it on my own as 
well.

Family: I’m a 34-year-old 
dad who works nightshift, I 
have two adorable little kids, 
and my first and only wife is 
an award-winning journalist. 

Why are you running for 
District 30 state senator and 
what experience are you 
bringing to the position: 
Texas politics is dominated 
by rich, out-of-touch people. 
I want to vote for candidates 
who are fun and relatable, 
and I had to run myself this 
time if I want to see this be-
come the new normal! I’m 
an average, working-class 
millennial dad, and my wife 
thinks I’m funny. 

I have safety, environmen-
tal and boardroom expe-
rience from my career in 
manufacturing. I also have 
high stress customer service 
experience.

I immigrated from Canada, 
so I know immigration is bro-
ken. Immigrants are all indi-
vidual people and shouldn’t 
be discriminated against. 

Racism and healthcare 
that’s confusing and expen-
sive were culture shock and I 
want to make those both bet-
ter, not ignore the problem. 

Recreational land access 
is important to me, and not 
just for nature-loving types, 
we need drag strips and off-
road parks too.

I really just want every-
body to have enough money 
to have stable housing and 
food security. Then we’ll 
have time for new friends 
and growing as a community. 
I hate the current norm of 
working four jobs to a house-
hold, and still falling behind. 
No wonder everybody is frus-
trated and angry with every-

thing, especially the govern-
ment. The Texas statehouse 
hasn’t been “for the people” 
here in decades and I want to 
fix that. 

What goals do you have 
that you feel will help serve 
residents in District 30: 
Work on the housing crisis, 
first and foremost. We need 
housing supply up, and cor-
porate investors disincen-
tivized. Make houses go to 
homeowners and get rent in 
line with pay. 

Support affordable health-
care policies — and make 
billing predictable.

Fund government services 
better. This means pay em-
ployees more, increase staff-
ing, and make the software 
easy to use.

Make the Department of 
Motor Vehicles backlog a 
thing of the past.

Our schools should be 
world class, not world last. 
Teachers need (to be) paid 
more, we need more of them, 
and school facilities need re-
paired and upgraded ASAP. 
This takes more funding 
than the current system. And 
let educators make educa-
tion decisions, keep weird 
rich donors from controlling 
curriculum.

Have enough judges that 
the right to a speedy trial ac-
tually exists.

End government overreach 
into our private lives by le-
galizing marijuana, legaliz-
ing abortion and protecting 
trans rights.

Properly staff our prisons, 
and air condition all of them.

Lean on Congress to fix 
their out-of-date, underfund-
ed immigration system. End 
SB4, it’s just a stop-and-frisk 
law for brown people.

Convenient Location
Corner of Main St. & Locust • Azle

817-444-3292

Ash Creek 
Storage

Not Certified by any Texas Board of Legal Specialization

• Family Law 
• Criminal Law
• Business Law
• Personal Injury
• Wills/Probate

817270-0030
337 W. MAIN ST. • AZLE 

Attorneys and Counselors at Law

W. Faye Murphree
D. Brent Murphree

140 W. Main St.  • Azle
817-444-4613

REFILLS AVAILABLE
AT OUR LOCATION

PROPANE & TANKS
Family owned & operated since 1946

RURAL GAS SUPPLY

Eric Chisholm, Eric Chisholm,
OwnerOwner

AZLE PAINT
& BODY

233 W. Main • 817-444-5057
Where customers send friends

Because
We Care

• 
Essential Oils

• Homeopathic 
& herbal 
products

• Accepting Most 
Insurance

• Convenient
Drive-Thru

• FREE 
Deliveries 
In Azle City 
Limits

• Most 
Prescriptions 
filled within
15 minutes.

Pharmacy 817-406-4546
Fax 817-406-4550

Hours: Mon-Fri 8:30 am - 6 pm, 
Sat 9 am - 1 pm, Closed Sun.

More than just a pharmacy.

232 W. Main St, Azle • lauraspharmacy.com

252 W. Main St., Suite BEE, Azle

817-406-4899

Over 60 Local Vendors
• Clothing • Jewelry
• Home Decor
AND SO MUCH MORE!

out their responses, listed in 
order received, below:
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Indya Murray

Name: Indya Murray
Position: Tarrant County 

Sheriff
Occupation: Police Officer
Education: Doctoral can-

didate in business admin-
istration specializing in hu-
man resource management, 
master’s degree in criminal 
justice specializing in crimi-
nal investigations, bachelor’s 
degree in sociology.

Community Involvement: 
I recently coordinated the 
POAF Dining for Heroes 
event, Faith & Blue event, 
facilitated Business Crime 
Prevention Coalition meet-
ings, Dog Walker Watch 
program, National Night 
Out, and I serve as an execu-
tive board member of North 
Texas Crime Prevention 
Association, where I am first 
VP of training serving my sec-
ond term.

Family: I am a single par-
ent with three children. My 
daughter is 20 years old, and 
my boys are 14 and 11 years 
old.

Why are you running: 
There are serious issues fac-
ing the sheriff’s department, 
including 60 in-custody 
deaths, staffing shortages, 
low morale and failed jail 
inspections. Tarrant County 
deserves a steward who seeks 
to be an effective leader dedi-
cated to prioritizing transpar-
ency and imparting account-
ability measures. I bring a 
new approach to law enforce-
ment. I have a forward-think-
ing perspective that steers 
away from the antiquated 
methods of traditional po-
licing. I have a community-
based perspective of utilizing 
community partnerships and 
solution-oriented strategies 
to address public safety is-
sues proactively. I have been 
a public servant for about 15 
years, working in law enforce-
ment and family services. 
My multifaceted background 
uniquely positions me to 
navigate and address the in-
tricacies of ensuring safety, 
justice, and protection for 
our community. 

Goals: I envision a sheriff’s 
office that serves as a bea-
con of trust and protection, 
fostering a sense of security 
and assurance among our 
residents. By dedicating my-
self to the principles of fair-
ness, justice and community 
service, I aim to reshape the 
narrative of the office of sher-
iff into one that is centered 
on the genuine welfare of the 
people I am sworn to serve.

SHERIFF
FROM PAGE A1

Democratic candidate Patrick Moses did not respond 
to our request for comment by the time of publication.

Republican candidate Bill Waybourn did not respond 
to our request for comment by the time of publication. 
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Whatever you drive, 
we have you covered.

4857 Knob Hill Rd., Azle

817-800-6936
redlineautomotiveinc.com

redlinerobb@yahoo.com

Engine Installation 
Transmission Installation 

Auto Repair

FREE DIAGNOSIS
CALL US 24-7 & EXPERIENCE 

THE EXPERIENCED
Experienced 
ASE Master 
Tech on Staff

#1 Engine & Transmission 
Volume Installer of the 
Year (6 Years in a Row)

4895 E. Hwy 199, Reno • 682-310-0079
Mon-Thurs 10:30 am - 7 pm, Fri-Sat 10:30 am - 8 pm, Closed Sun.

Anna’s Taqueria
BREAKFAST FOOD TRUCK

682-227-7141

SPRINGTOWN FAMILY DENTAL
434 Hwy. 199 E.

817-523-5963
www.springtownfamilydental.com

Now Accepting New Patients

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 2/7/2024. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-issued and 
FDIC-insured up to $250,000 (principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per depositor, per insured 
depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please visit www.fdic.gov or contact your 
financial advisor for additional information. Subject to availability and price change. CD values are 
subjectc to interest rate risk such that when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs 
are sold prior to maturity, the investory can lose principal value. FDIC insuance does not cover losses 
in market value. Early withdrawal may not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs 
require the distribution of interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward 
Jones are issued by banks and thrifts nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the 
Depository Trust Corp. (DTC.)

Call or visit your local financial advisor today.

Compare our CD Rates
Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

FDI-1867K-A © EDWARD D. JONES & CO., L.P., ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

Carolyn Rocha, CFP®, AAMS®

Financial Advisor
825 E. Hwy. 199, Suite 101 Springtown 
817-523-3196

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

APY* APY* APY*

1-year

4.90%
Minimum deposit 

$1,000.00

2-year

4.50%
Minimum deposit 

$1,000.00

3-year

4.30%
Minimum deposit 

$1,000.00

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED FOR 22YEARS

State Inspection for Tarrant & Parker Counties

1304 NW Pkwy (Hwy 199)

817-444-8529
817-456-0907
www.motleyautomotive.com
Monday - Friday 8:30 am - 6:00 pm

Automotive
• Tune-ups

• Diesel

•  Suspension

•  Computer Diagnostics

• A/C Repair

• Brakes

• Emission Repairs

•  Repair & Restore 

Classic Cars

Motorcycles 

& ATVs
•  Maintenance 

& Repairs

Kerry Lane Kerry Lane

NW Pkwy Hwy 199

Service Rd

Jackson Tr.

W
estline Rd.

Motley’s AUTOMOTIVE & 
MOTORCYCLES

PACKAGE
DROP OFF 
STATION

TAKE OUT ORDERS 
817-406-4452
817-406-4800

HAPPY HOUR 
Tues-Sat 4 - 8 pm

1300 Northwest Pkwy, Azle, Texas
Sun 11-8 • Tues - Thurs 11-9 

Fri 11-10 •  Sat 11-9:30 
MON CLOSED

Get to know primary candidates running for  
Parker County Precinct 1 constable 
STAFF REPORTS

Parker County residents in Precinct 1 have a choice to make in March — keep their current 
constable or elect a new one. 

Incumbent Constable Ray Wright will face off against challenger Jason Ingram in the upcom-
ing primary election. Because there is not a Democrat running in this race, whoever wins in the 
Republican primary in March will triumph by default in the November general election. 

Constables serve legal documents like summonses, warrants and judgement enforcements, 
according to Parker County’s website. They may arrest those who violate penal laws or breach 
the peace in their presence, and they can seize and sell property if ordered by the courts. 

Precinct 1 is in the northeast corner of Parker County and includes Springtown, Reno and 
part of Azle. 

Primary Election Day is March 5 and early voting runs from Tuesday, Feb. 20 to Friday, 
March 1.

The Tri-County Reporter asked the candidates vying for the Parker County Precinct 1 con-
stable seat in the Republican primary to tell us about themselves and their goals. Check out 
their responses below: 

COURTESY PHOTO

Jason Ingram

Name: Jason Ingram
Occupation: I am a lieu-

tenant commissioned with 
Wise County District Office 
as the bailiff for County 
Court at Law #2. I am also a 
part-time patrol officer for 
the Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary cam-
pus in South Fort Worth.

Education: In 1991, I gradu-
ated from Azle High School. 
Afterward, I attended the 
police academy at TCC in 
1997. I graduated and started 
a rewarding career in law en-
forcement. Besides the police 
academy, I have also taken 
academies to become an EMT, 
firefighter, arson investiga-
tor, fire investigator, fire 
inspector, and plans exam-
iner. I have completed over 
4000 public safety training 
and education hours, primar-

ily in law enforcement. I also 
finished my first AAS degree 
in criminal justice at TCC in 
2017. In striving to do more, 
I have just completed my 
second AAS in fire protection 
technology at Dallas College. 

Community involvement: 
As a deputy fire marshal with 
the city of Azle, I volunteered 
at many events, including 
“National Night Out” at Azle 
Park, where I got the oppor-
tunity to demonstrate to kids 
and adults the finer points 
of how to use a fire extin-
guisher. I was also instrumen-
tal in the Church of Azle’s 
acquisition of the church at 
836 Northwest Pkwy. With 
God’s direction, meeting with 
the right people assisted the 
church of Azle in acquiring 
the building and land. This 
was a huge blessing for the 
city of Azle and the church.

Family: My family is deeply 
rooted in Parker County. My 
Granddad Carl Ingram and 
my uncle Billy Ingram helped 
start Azle’s first VFD in 1951. 
My uncle, Jerry Ingram, was a 
reserve Azle police officer for 
many years. My father, Jack 
Ingram, was a Fort Worth 
Police Officer who served 
over 23 years before retiring 
due to a head-on car accident 
while on duty. I have a beauti-
ful wife, Teressa Ingram, and 
three amazing stepdaugh-
ters: Nicole, who works as 
an RN; Cheyenne, a marine 
veteran; and April, both of 

to any emergency that may 
arise. While conducting nor-
mal business-like civil pro-
cesses, the constable or his 
deputies could be that first 
responder just seconds away 
from a major life-threatening 
incident. Being well-trained, 
easily identified in uniforms, 
and easily seen in marked 
patrol units are just a few 
simple things that could 
make a world of difference 
in emergencies. This depart-
ment could be the one that 
saves the lives of your loved 
ones. While this department 
is running well, I believe there 
is always room for improve-
ment. If allowed to be your 
next constable, I will be com-
mitted to serving the people 
who elected me. 

What goals do you have 
that you feel will help serve 
residents in Precinct 1: The 
constable office can be led to 
be a top-notch law enforce-
ment department in our 
county. My goals are simple 
but can considerably im-
pact the residents of Parker 
County Precinct #1. As law 
enforcement officers, we take 
an oath to serve and pro-
tect. As a start, I will require 
all our county-owned patrol 
cars to be marked. This alone 
can help deter crime while 
we’re in the course of regu-
lar duties. This also allows 
Parker County Precinct #1 
residents to flag us down if 
they need help in an emer-
gency. If you cannot see us, 
you can’t ask for help! This 
leads to my second goal: uni-
forms for our department. It 
is imperative that, as public 
servants, we wear uniforms 
so that citizens can easily and 
quickly identify any of our 
on-duty personnel. Again, 
you can’t ask for help if you 
don’t see us! Another primary 
goal is to work with all four 
law enforcement agencies 
within PCT 1. This collabora-
tion and clear communica-
tion can significantly impact 
residents, especially during 
life-threatening emergen-
cies. If one of our local law 

enforcement agencies is 
tied up on an extended call, 
your constable office can be 
that stopgap. And with our 
marked patrol cars and easily 
identifiable uniforms, we can 
easily be that much-needed 
help in your emergency! Time 
matters when you call 911, 
and with the shortage of law 
enforcement officers, the 
constable’s office needs to 
step up and help anywhere it 
can; this doesn’t mean we’re 
taking over. We’re here to 
assist if the need arises, as 
most offices would do. We 
are supposed to be public 
servants and take the oath as 
law enforcement officers to 
serve and protect the public. 
If elected, I will hold to that 
oath, and we will be there for 
the residents of Precinct 1.

COURTESY PHOTO

Ray Wright

Name: Ray Wright
Occupation: Parker County 

Constable Pct. 1
Education: I am a graduate 

of Springtown High School, 
and I attended two years at 
Weatherford College. I have 
3,000 logged training hours 
as well as hold a master 
peace officer certification 
along with dual certification 
as a jailer. 

Community involve-
ment: I am a member of Azle 
and Springtown Chamber 
of Commerce and serve my 
church as the lead security 
officer. I also donate my time 
as security at various com-

munity events. 
Family: I was born and 

raised in Parker County. 
I married my high school 
sweetheart Beverly and to-
gether we have two children, 
six grandchildren, and three 
great-grandchildren. Being a 
public servant is something 
that runs deep in our family. 
My wife is a retired teaching 
assistant, my daughter is a 
nurse and my son is a retired 
Navy Chief. We proudly car-
ried these traditions on with 
our grandchildren, one of 
whom is an assistant district 
attorney in East Texas, the 
other is a school teacher. 

Why are you running for 
Parker County Precinct 1 
constable and what experi-
ence are you bringing to the 
position: After several years 
in the field and holding dif-
ferent positions throughout 
the law enforcement system 
I felt that this was the best 
and most fulfilling next move 
in my career. I am grateful 
to get to use my knowledge 
and training from various 
roles such as patrol deputy, 
sergeant, lieutenant, captain 
and chief deputy to give back 
to the community that raised 
me. In addition to those po-
sitions, I proudly served 12 
years in the Texas National 
Guard and had the privilege 
of being assigned to com-
mander of the Fugitive Task 
Force working alongside the 
US Marshalls. I have also been 
proudly serving our precinct 
as Parker County Constable 
Pct. 1 for the past five years. 

What goals do you have 
that you feel will help serve 
residents in Precinct 1: My 
main priority at this moment, 
in the growing population of 
our precinct is to ensure that 
I as well as everyone under 
my authority is prepared and 
properly trained thus ensur-
ing that safety and quality 
of service remain unwaver-
ing and ever-changing in our 
growth.

whom work for the Tarrant 
County Sheriff’s office. 

Why are you running for 
Parker County Precinct 1 
constable and what expe-
rience are you bringing to 
the position: I am running 
to be the next Parker County 
Constable Precinct #1. Years 
ago, I set this as a future 
goal for myself, and just as 
the date to file approached, 
I decided that now was the 
time for me to pursue it. I 
was counseled by the church 
leader and other constitu-
ents who are deeply rooted 
in Parker County politics to 
follow what God had placed 
on my heart, and they had 
faith in me that I would be 
the best person for the job. I 
firmly believe that you lead 
from the top, and if you do 
your best, the ones you lead 
inherently do the same. We 
need a change in the same 
old ways and a new direction. 
I bring many things to the 
table to be considered. Many 
people don’t realize that the 
Constable’s office has envi-
ronmental deputies under 
its command. My experience 
as a deputy fire marshal, 
firefighter, fire inspector, 
and EMT can play a signifi-
cant role in the leadership of 
that division of the constable 
office. As a master police of-
ficer TCOLE instructor and 
TCOLE firearms instructor, 
my constable’s office will be 
trained and ready to respond 
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HOPPER
ANDY
CONSERVATIVE REPUBLICAN

FOR TEXAS HOUSE

END DEMOCRAT-LED COMMITTEES IN THE TEXAS HOUSE
END SKYROCKETING PROPERTY TAXES
END INDOCTRINATION OF OUR CHILDREN
END CHINESE COMMUNIST OWNERSHIP OF TEXAS LAND
END UNCONSTITUTIONAL GUN RESTRICTIONS
END EXPANSIVE EXECUTIVE EMERGENCY POWERS
END DESTRUCTIVE ESG POLICIES
END RACE-BASED PRACTICES IN OUR UNIVERSITIES
END MONUMENT DESTRUCTION

OUR SOUTHERN BORDER
ELECTION INTEGRITY & TRANSPARENCY
MEDICAL FREEDOM
TEXAS SOVEREIGNTY
TEXAS ENERGY INDEPENDENCE
EDUCATION FREEDOM & PARENTAL RIGHTS
ENACT TERM LIMITS
INNOCENT LIFE FROM CONCEPTION UNTIL
NATURAL DEATH

POL. ADV. BY ANDY HOPPER

JIM STEVENS | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

Night to Shine is an unforgettable prom night experience, centered on God’s love, for people with 
special needs, ages 14 and older. This year’s event was presented by The Edge Lutheran Church of Azle in 
partnership with Servolution.

Night to Shine 2024
The Edge Church, Servolution and others host
prom night for special needs individuals in 
partnership with the Tim Tebow Foundation

JIM STEVENS | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

Hannah Baker, walking the red carpet, was one of the night’s attendees. 

JIM STEVENS | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

Gerel Woods
JIM STEVENS | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

Abel Magana 
JIM STEVENS | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

Justin McCall and Chelsey Skinner 
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10 area wrestlers to 
compete at state
RICK MAUCH
Special to the Tri-County Reporter

In what coach Tyler 
Harrison called a “great week-
end for the Hornets,” nine 
Azle wrestlers — five boys 
and four girls — will com-
pete in the Class 5A State 
Tournament this weekend in 
Cypress. The program also 
has two alternates.

Qualifying from the Region 
I Tournament this past 
weekend at West Texas A&M 
University in Canyon are: 

Girls: Noah Kovach, 100 
pounds; Mariah Dillard, 120; 
Alicen Dillard, 138; Annabelle 
Davis, 165; Elly Yelle, 185, 
alternate.

Boys: Cameron Lathan, 120, 
alternate; Wyatt Hicks, 126; 
Chase Yancey, 132; Landin 
Evans, 138; Elijah Bryan, 175; 
Devin Wingfield, 285.

Davis won a state cham-
pionship in the 145 division 
last season. The Dillard sis-
ters are going to state for a 
second time in three seasons 
and Hicks is making a return 
trip.

As a team, the Lady 
Hornets finished fourth and 
the Hornets fifth.

SPRINGTOWN
WRESTLING

Dallin Fabrizius finished 
third in the 215-pound divi-
sion at the Class 5A Region 
I Wrestling Tournament, 
qualifying for state for a sec-
ond straight season for the 
Porcupines. He will compete 
in Cypress this weekend.

Finishing sixth at regionals 
for Springtown were Grant 
Butler in the 157 division and 
Josue Martinez in the 165 
category.

SPRINGTOWN GIRLS 
BASKETBALL

The Lady Pines (19-18) 
saw their season come to an 
end with a 63-49 first-round 
playoff loss to Burkburnett 
Feb. 12 in Bowie. Springtown 
trailed by 19 and cut the 
deficit to nine points in the 
fourth quarter.

Springtown was fourth 
in District 8-4A and 
Burkburnett won 7-4A.

The Lady Pines posted the 
most victories in a season 
since the 2010-11 season and 
reached the playoffs in back-
to-back seasons for the first 
time since the 2015-16 and 
2016-17 seasons.

Springtown was led by 
Esther Balado with 20 points. 
Brylynn Bazzell scored 11 

Varsity Winter Guard dominates Alvarado contest
AHS Varsity Winter Guard receives highest score of day; Silver Team third in Regional AA ZACH FREEMAN

azlereporter@tricountyreporter.com

Azle High School Varsity 
and Silver Guard each earned 
medals at the North Texas 
Color Guard Association 
Alvarado Contest Friday eve-
ning, Feb. 9. The Silver Team 
received first place in both 
the Dance/Body and General 
Effect categories, and third 
place overall in its Regional 
AA classification with its 
show, “These Flowers.” The 
Silver Guard is made up of 
both junior varsity and junior 
high color guard members. 

“This is a great place for 
young performers to see 
what it’s like to be in the Azle 
Winter Guard,” Color Guard 
Director Caleb Hunter said. 
“We have a lot of very young 
energy in this group. I love 
the theme of this show for 
this young group. The ex-
tended metaphor between 
the flowers ‘coming up wild,’ 
and the children finding their 
place in the world is perfect 
for where this group is taking 
the future of our program, 
and what these students are 

COURTESY AHS COLOR GUARD

Azle High School’s Varsity Team at the end of its Alvarado show. PLEASE SEE GUARD | B2

Azle High School and
Springtown High School Signing DaySign them up!

JIM STEVENS | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

Springtown student Brady McDonald signs with Southern 
Baptist University.

PHOTO COURTESY AZLE ISD

Azle student Tyler Ulrich signs with Southern Nazarene University.
PHOTO COURTESY AZLE ISD

Azle student Kaylee Parrish signs with Hardin-Simmons University.

MORE 
PHOTOS
PAGE B2

LAYTH THOMAS | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

Dylan Crutchfi eld shoots the ball.PLEASE SEE SPORTS | B2
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PreK - 4th

BREAKFAST: Everyday -  Assorted Fruits and Cereal, Juice, White or Chocolate Milk, Graham Crackers, Toast
Mon No School Tues No School Weds Pancakes, Orange Juice Oranges 

Thurs Biscuit, Peppered Gravy, Apple Sauce Fri Breakfast Pizza, Apple, Orange Juice

GRADES 5TH - 8TH 

Mon No School Tues No School Weds Corn dog, Italian Sub, Spaghetti w/ Meatsauce Honey Wheat Breadstick Oranges, Pineapples, 
Steamed Broccoli Thurs Cheeseburger  Hamburger Meatball Sub, Popcorn Chicken Bowl W/ Roll, Apple Sauce, Bananas, Steamed 

Carrots Fri Breaded Chicken Sandwich Cheese Pizza, Fish Sticks, W/ Roll, Pepperoni Pizza, 
Spicy Chicken Sandwich Apple, Mixed Fruit, Crinkle Fries, Pinto beans

LUNCH: Everyday: Variety of milk. Your choice of 1 entree & 1 fruit or juice, rolls, crackers • Salad bar offered daily 

BREAKFAST: Everyday -  Assorted Fruits and Cereal, Juice, White or Chocolate Milk, Yogurt w/Granola

Mon No School Tues No School Weds Pancakes, Orange Juice Oranges 
Thurs Biscuit, Peppered Gravy, Apple Sauce Fri Breakfast Pizza, Apple, Orange Juice

BREAKFAST: Everyday -  Assorted Fruits and Cereal, Juice, White or Chocolate Milk, Yogurt w/Granola

LUNCH: • Everyday: 1% unflavored or non fat chocolate milk & juice • Salad Bar
Mon No School Tues No School Weds Breaded Chicken Sandwich, Cheeseburger, Spaghetti w/ Meatsauce Honey Wheat Bread-
stick Oranges, Pineapples, Steamed Carrots Steamed Peas Thurs Cheeseburger  Hamburger, Popcorn Chicken Bowl w/ Roll, Spicy 

Chicken Sandwich, Apple Sauce, Bananas, Refried Beans, Tater Tots 
Fri Breaded Chicken Sandwich, Cheeseburger, Steak Fingers w/  Roll, Apple, Mixed Fruit, Corn on the Cob, Mashed Potatoes

SPONSORED BY

Azle School Menu Feb 19-23, 2024

HIGH SCHOOL

BREAKFAST: 
PreK-4th Grade, 7-12th Grade $1.55
5-6th Grade FREE 2nd Meal $2.00
Visitors/Employees $2.75

LUNCH: 
PreK-4th Grade $2.55 5-6th Grade $2.75
7-12th Grade $2.55 2nd Meal $3.20
Visitors & Employees $3.75

Mon No School Tues No School Weds Italian Sub, Spaghetti w/ Meatsauce w/ Breadstick, Oranges, Pineapples, Steamed Broccoli 
Thurs Meatball Sub, Popcorn Chicken Bowl w/ Roll, Apple Sauce, Bananas, Steamed Carrots 

Fri Cheese Pizza, Fish Sticks w/ Roll, Pepperoni Pizza, Apple, Mixed Fruit, Pinto beans, Crinkle Fries

LUNCH: Everyday - Variety of milk. Your choice of 1 entree & 1 fruit or juice

Mon No School Tues No School Weds Pancakes, Orange Juice Oranges 
Thurs Biscuit, Peppered Gravy, Apple Sauce Fri Breakfast Pizza, Apple, Orange Juice

817-270-3340

13 MONTH 
SUBSCRIPTION

Don’t Miss Out On The 
ONLY Paper That Prints 
Your Hometown News 

On YOUR KIDS!!!

$50

This menu is sponsored by ... 

Springtown School Menu
BREAKFAST PRICES

EC-12th Grade �����������������������������������������������������������������
$1�75

EC-12th Reduced ��������������������������������������������������������
$0�30

Adult ������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
$2�25

LUNCH PRICES
PK-4th Grade ���������������������������������������������������������������������

$3�00 
5th-8th Grade ��������������������������������������������������������������������

$3�25
High School ��������������������������������������������������������������������������$3�00 
Reduced ������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

$0�40
Adult ������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

$4�25
Students may prepay for their meals.

Mon Presidents’ Day/ No School, Tues Chicken Nuggets or Lasagna, Garlic Roll, Green Beans, Fresh 
Veggies,  Applesauce or Orange Weds Cheeseburger or Hamburger, French Fries, Fresh Veggies 

(Cucumber & Tomato, Celery, Carrots), Apple or Sliced Peaches Thurs Beef or Chicken Tacos, Corn, 
Refried Beans, Apple Slices or Watermelon Craisins Fri Cheese Pizza, Fish Sticks or, Baked Potato 

w/ Ham, Roll, Glazed Carrots, Fresh Veggies, Banana or Strawberry Applesauce

K - 4th Lunch Lunch: Everyday - Choice of one meat, two vegetables, and one grain/bread with milk., 
Variety of milk is offered every day for breakfast and lunch.

PK - 12th Breakfast BREAKFAST: Everyday - Various Juices & Cereals, Toast, Milk Variety, Fruit, Jelly, Assort-
ment, Buttermilk Biscuit, Variety of milk is offered every day for breakfast and lunch. 

Mon Presidents’ Day/ No School, Tues Breakfast Stick, Blueberries, Weds Bacon Scramble Pizza, 
Apple, Thurs Cinnamon Roll, Strawberry Applesauce, Fri Strawberry or Vanilla Yogurt, Banana, Juice

Mon Presidents’ Day/ No School, Tues Chicken Parm. or Spaghetti, Mixed Vegetables, Fresh Veggies, 
Applesauce or Strawberries Weds Chicken & Waffles (Reg. or Spicy), Tator Tots, Fresh Veggies, 

Blueberries or Orange Thurs Beef or Chicken Tacos or Nachos, Refried Beans, Corn, Apples Slices 
or Sliced Peaches Fri Cheese Pizza, Fish Sticks or Baked Potato Basket Roll, Green Beans, Fresh 

Veggies (Cucumber & Tomato, Fiesta Sticks, Broccoli) Banana or Sliced Pears 

5th - 12th Lunch Lunch: Everyday - Choice of one meat, two vegetables, and one grain/bread with milk., 
Variety of milk is offered every day for breakfast and lunch.

817-270-3340

13 MONTH 
SUBSCRIPTION

Don’t Miss Out On The 
ONLY Paper That Prints 

Your Hometown News, On 
YOUR KIDS!!!

$50

Feb 19 - 23, 2024
PK through 12th Grade

*Menus are subject to change.

learning as they transition to 
adulthood. A lyric from the 
piece that speaks to me:

‘You are like a flower
You rise and rise to the sun
You do not look back to 

where you came from
I wanna be like that.’”
Azle’s Varsity team earned 

a first place medal in the 
National A category as well 
as the highest score of the 
day across all captions and 
all classifications. The var-
sity team is one week out 
from its first Winter Guard 
International Regional con-

GUARD
FROM PAGE B1

test at Coppell High School. 
The contest marks the first 
time since 2019 the Azle 
Color Guard will be ranked 
among 120 other teams go-
ing to World Championships 
in Dayton, Ohio, April 11-13. 
The World Championships 
host groups from more than 
40 states and five countries.

After returning from its 
performance at midnight 
Friday, the AHS Winter Guard 
was back at it the next morn-
ing for a 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Saturday rehearsal. 

“These performers are 
made of steel,” Hunter 
exclaimed. 

The Azle High School 
Color Guard will host a BBQ 
dinner-and-show fundraiser 

Thursday, Feb. 29, in the new 
AHS cafeteria. Proceeds will 
go entirely toward the cost 
off traveling to Dayton, Ohio 
for World Championships. 
The event will feature a bar-
becue meal beginning at 6:30 
p.m. followed by perfor-
mances by the AHS Silver 
Guard, Varsity Winter Guard, 
the AHS indoor percussion 
ensemble and possibly other 
Azle Fine Arts programs, as 
well beginning at 7:30 p.m. 
Guests can expect a 60- to 
90-minute show.

Adult tickets are $15; kid’s 
meal deal tickets are $8. All 
meal tickets must be pur-
chased in advance. Tickets in-
clude the meal and entry into 
the show. Tickets to attend 

COURTESY AHS COLOR GUARD

Azle High School’s Varsity and Silver Winter Guard Teams.

the show only may be pur-
chased for $5. Additional in-
formation about purchasing 

tickets will be placed on post-
ers throughout the communi-
ty leading up to the event.

Reach out to Caleb Hunter, 
CHunter@azleisd.net, for any 
questions about this event. 

Azle student Josh Montelongo signs with Southern Nazarene 
University.

Azle student Christian Shepherd signs with Seminole State College. Azle student Hunter Schultz signs with Texas Wesleyan University.

Azle student DayIvan Perez signs with Redlands Community College.

Azle student Brandie Phillips signs with Paris Junior College.

Azle student Adam May signs with University of the Incarnate Word.

Azle student Lane Springfield signs with Murray State College.

Azle student Austin May signs with Seminole State College.

Azle student Danni Wrangler signs with Florida State College at 
Jacksonville.

Azle High School and Springtown High School Signing Day
FROM PAGE B1
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COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

11345 FM 730N
Azle 817-696-6421
Owner Kenny Bates 817-361-3695

GET READY FOR THE COLD!

FALL & WINTER 
HEATING TUNEUP

$65
Bees

General Pests

Rodents

Scorpions

Spiders

Termites

817-915-2470
www.tomsamplespestcontrol.com

YOUR COMPLETE 
PEST CONTROL SERVICE

Tom Samples 
Pest Control

NEED EXTRA CASH !!! ???

Travel Trai lers l 5th Wheels   
Goosenecks l Bumper Pulls  

In Any Area!!!  Any Condition!!!
Old/New !!!    Dirty or Clean !!!

I PAY CA$H    956-466-7001
No Title – No Problem – We Can Apply For One

ANR Enterprises

I BUY RVs & 
MOBILE HOMEs

Law Office of Bryan WeaverLaw Office of Bryan Weaver

Evening & Weekend appointments available Evening & Weekend appointments available
We are open, much can be done electronically. We are open, much can be done electronically.

Now is the time to work on your estate plan.Now is the time to work on your estate plan.

BWeaverlegal.com • 817-901-9255
Principal office in Azle, Texas

Serving the community that has served  my family for three generations
General Civil Practice

The Lawyer who makes house calls

Ms. Fairy Dogmother
It’s never too late to have the dog of your dreams!

•  Private Dog Training
•  Custom Pet Sitting

www.msfairydogmother.net
ann@msfairydogmother.net

Ann Coffey @ 817-668-6229

1515 E Hwy 199 Springtown Tx
SELF-STORAGE UNIT MONTHLY SAVINGS

Offering clean convenient drive-up units. 
Save $25.00/month on any size for the first Six (6) 

months on all long-term rentals.
 Call NOW to reserve your unit. (817) 583-5372

Hogle
INSURANCE 

GROUP

HOGLEINSURANCE.COM

“OUR BEST POLICY IS PERSONAL SERVICE”

817-444-6389Shaye hogle hogye hogle

Farm & Ranch
Albracht Harwood Agency Inc.

Springtown | Grapevine
(817) 220-4700
ahainsured.com CALL FOR A QUOTE TODAY!

Amy Kaplan ChFC CLU, Agent

813 E. Hwy 199, Springtown, TX

817-220-5222
amykaplaninsurance.com

Voted #1 Insurance Agency In Azle

Haley Carter

408 Boyd Ct., Azle • 817-444-1100
HaleyCarter.com

• Auto
• Homeowners
• Renters

• Pet Insurance
• Life
• Business         

Haley Carter

408 Boyd Ct., Azle • 

• Auto
• Homeowners
• Renters

AUTHORIZED AGENT

Kaye Burtnett & Vanessa Roberson

905 E. Hwy. 199 Springtown, TX 76082

HOME • AUTO • FARM • LIFE

Protecting Texans, Prioritizing customer service
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and Allison Ford added 11.
In their regular-season final 

Feb. 6, the Lady Pines used 
a 16-4 third quarter run to 
pull away and win 43-24 at 
Castleberry. Leaders were 
Balado, 14 points, seven re-
bounds; Paige Winstead 10 
points, three steals; Chloe 
Kirk 11 rebounds, three 
steals; Bazzell nine rebounds; 
and Ford four assists and 
three steals.

“I’m very proud of our girls 
for overcoming adversity 
with all the injuries and sick-
ness this year,” coach Kyle 
Sivadon said. “They played 
hard and kept fighting all sea-
son and ended up having a 
record season and one of the 
best in several years.”

AZLE GIRLS BASKETBALL
The Lady Hornets’ (15-18) 

season came to an end with a 
52-37 loss in bidistrict to Fort 
Worth Arlington Heights in 
a game played at Chisholm 
Trail High School Feb. 12. 

The Lady Hornets were 
fourth in District 5-5A and 
Arlington Heights is the 6-5A 
champion.

Azle was led by Abby 
Natusch with 11 points, while 
Vella Gonzalez and Chery 
Grubbs added eight each.

“I’m proud of the kids for 
the fight they showed all year. 
Winning three straight in the 
second round of district to 
get into the playoffs showed 
a lot about their character 
and resilience as a team,” 
coach Anthony Dickson said. 
“I’m proud of these seniors 
for making the playoffs for 
the first time in their career, 
and I’m glad I was able to be a 
small part in that. I am grate-
ful for my staff. They put in 
countless hours to make this 
team what it is.”

Azle had finished fifth in 
district each of the past two 
seasons.

AZLE SWIMMING
Brooke Nowakowski shat-

tered her personal record by 
over four seconds in finish-
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ing fourth in the 100-yard 
backstroke at the Class 5A 
Region II Swimming and 
Diving Meet this past week-
end in Mansfield. Her time 
was 1:04.63.

Other top-10 finishers 
for the Lady Hornets were 
Peighton Berry, sixth in the 
200 freestyle and ninth in the 
100 freestyle, and the 10th-
place 200 free relay (Kaylee 
Willey, Karla Rodriguez, 
Berry, Nowakowski).

For the Hornets, Kalen 
McCullough was seventh in 
the 50 free and 11th in the 
100 backstroke.

Also, the girls 200 medley 
relay swam their fastest time 
of the season with Emory 
Hann, Hailey Fox, Willey 
and Haven Brown clocking a 
2:29.11 in the preliminaries.

“Three different Azle swim-
mers were on the podium this 
past weekend, which is a tes-
tament to their performance 
and dedication to the season. 
When we reach this part of 
the season, when qualifying 
to the next level is on the line, 
it is awesome to watch these 
swimmers who have given so 
much of themselves achieve 
their goals and perform at 
their best,” coach Amy Estes 
said.

SPRINGTOWN BOYS 
BASKETBALL

Defense took center stage 
as the Porcupines garnered a 
pair of key district wins this 
past week, winning 45-39 
Feb. 6 at Castleberry and 80-
38 at Lake Worth Feb. 9. 

Springtown (18-12 overall, 
6-3 in District 8-4A) is third 
in district and was finish-
ing the regular season at 
home against second-place 
Decatur at press time. A vic-
tory would leave the teams 
tied for second. Decatur won 
the first meeting at home, 
44-42, Jan. 26.

Dayne Thompson led 
Springtown in scoring in 
both games with 23 against 
Castleberry and 25 against 
Lake Worth. Kelby Castro 
added 10 and 14. Dylan 
Crutchfield scored 14 and 
Ty Parrott 10 against Lake 

Worth.

SPRINGTOWN GIRLS SOCCER
The Lady Pines (10-3-1, 3-0 

in 8-4A) remained undefeated 
in district with a 7-1 victory 
at Collegiate Academy Feb. 6 
and a 2-0 win at Castleberry 
Feb. 9.

Kylie Wiens had a hat trick-
plus one with four goals 
against Collegiate Academy, 
while Icis Lopez had two 
goals and Faron Buder added 
a goal.

Wiens and Lopez scored 
the goals against Castleberry, 
while Emma Haupich and 
Tatiana Cabrera each had an 
assist.

AZLE GIRLS SOCCER
The Lady Hornets (10-3-

1, 3-1 in 5-5A) got a pair of 
shutouts from goalkeeper 
Emma Nelson as they won 4-0 
at Northwest and 1-0 at home 
against Saginaw.

Four different players 
scored against Northwest as 
Rebecca Marx, Lily Hudman, 
Sophia McIntyre and Sarae 
Perez each had a goal. 
McIntyre had two assists and 
Marx had one.

Hudman scored the goal 
against Saginaw with twin as-
sists from McKenzie Roberts 
and Arely Licero.

SPRINGTOWN BOYS SOCCER
The Porcupines got their 

second win of the season and 
their first league win, defeat-
ing host Collegiate Academy 
at Tarrant County Northeast 
1-0 Feb. 6. They followed 
with a 5-1 home loss to 
Castleberry.

Springtown (2-9-1, 1-2 in 
8-4A) was hosting Lake Worth 
at press time and hosts 
Decatur Feb. 16 before visit-
ing Bridgeport Feb. 23. Boys 
begin at 5:30 p.m. and girls at 
7:15 p.m.

AZLE BOYS SOCCER
The Hornets (4-8-1, 0-4 in 

5-5A) continued their strug-
gles in league play with losses 
of 2-0 at Northwest and 2-1 
at home to Saginaw, a game 
they led 1-0 at the half.

The Hornets and Lady 
Hornets were playing at 
Aledo at press time. They 

travel to Brewer Feb. 16 and 
host Granbury Feb. 23, girls 
starting at 5:30 p.m. and boys 
starting at 7:30 p.m.

AZLE BOYS BASKETBALL
The Hornets (4-23, 0-11 

in 5-5A) fell 70-36 at Brewer 
on Feb. 6. They were finish-
ing the season at Granbury at 
press time.

AZLE SOFTBALL
Coming off a season that 

saw them advance to the sec-
ond round of the playoffs, 
the Lady Hornets are opti-
mistic about 2024 as they 
have 14 of 17 varsity players 
returning. Back are: 

Seniors Torrie Johnson 
(back-to-back District 5-5A 
Catcher of the Year), Shaylea 
Cassel, Avery Jones, Kaylee 
Parrish (second-team All-5-
5A), Brandie Phillips (All-5-5A 
honorable mention), Sierra 
Ramirez (All-5-5A honorable 
mention), Allison Smith (sec-
ond-team All-5-5A), Morgan 
Terrell (first-team All-5-5A), 
Ashley Trapp and Danni 
Wangler.

Juniors Ryann Baker, 
Corynne Barone and 
Adrianna Wiedmann.

Sophomore Ema Lehr.
The Lady Hornets were 14-

22 overall and 6-6 in district, 
playing their best when it 
counted most to finish third 
in the league and reach the 

playoffs.
“Our girls have been work-

ing so hard in the off-season 
and we are ready for this 
year. We have done very well 
in our scrimmages so far 
and it is proving to be a very 
promising season,” coach 
Macy Pruitt said. “The girls 
have set their goals high for 
the year and are going to do 
whatever it takes to accom-
plish them. I am very proud 
of every single kid in our pro-
gram and I look forward to 
this season a lot.”

The Lady Hornets will be-
gin the 2024 campaign in the 
Frisco ISD Tournament Feb. 
15-17.

SPRINGTOWN SOFTBALL
The Lady Pines return six 

starters from last season’s 17-
16 squad that finished third in 
District 8-4A and advanced to 
the playoffs. Back are:

Seniors Cheyanne Atchley, 
catcher (8-4A Catcher of the 
Year), Nevaeh Vasquez (All-
8-4A first team), Blaize Flood 
(All-8-4A first team), Madison 
Terrell (second-team All-8-
4A) and Haylee Sanborn (sec-
ond-team All-8-4A).

Junior Ava Fernandez (All-
8-4A first team).

“I’m very optimistic,” coach 
Carey Robertson said. “We 
have a strong senior class 
and a strong freshmen class 

that will actually compete for 
starting positions.”

The Lady Pines were play-
ing at Breckenridge at press 
time and will compete in the 
Chisholm Trail Tournament 
Feb. 15-17.

SPRINGTOWN GIRLS 
POWERLIFTING

Eighteen athletes com-
peted at the Stephenville 
Invitational, with the varsity 
team scoring 74 points to win 
the team championship. The 
JV squad scored 21 points to 
place third. 

Abigail Stoner lifted 915 
pounds to earn Best Lifter 
in the Light Division. Ashi 
Elam lifted 1,005 pounds to 
win Best Lifter in the Heavy 
Division.

Individual results:
105 pounds: 1. Zoey 

Adams, 3, Sarah Self.
114: 1. Izzy Parker, 2. 

Callee Gaston.
123: 1. Skyler Tyree, 2. 

Jessica Montgomery.
132: 1. Stoner.
148: 1. Melissa Chavez, 2. 

Hayley Knight, 3. Dominique 
Tamaoki.

165: 1. Grace Lewis, 2. 
Destiny Ramirez.

181: 1. Lyndsey Shotwell.
198: 1. Elam, 3. Lilly Siegel.
220: 1. Izzy Medina, 2. 

Addison DeGreek.

LAYTH THOMAS | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

Dayne Thompson makes a big shot.
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Sudoku
FEBRUARY 15, 2024

Solution to last 
week’s puzzle
FEBRUARY 8, 2024

ZED by Duane Abel www.corkycomics.com

We Happy Few
We Happy Few is set in 

1964 Britain, in an alternate 
timeline in which the nation 
lost the war with Germany. 
The citizens take a drug they 
call Joy that keeps them hap-
py and causes memory loss, 
which is a bonus for many of 
these people. They have a lot 
of memories they’d like to 
suppress. But the drugs just 
aren’t working as well as they 
used to. 

The developers of the 
game describe it as “the tale 
of a plucky bunch of moder-
ately terrible people trying 
to escape from a lifetime of 
cheerful denial in the city 
of Wellington Wells. In this 
alternative 1960s England, 
conformity is key. You’ll have 
to fight or blend in with the 
drug-addled inhabitants, 
most of whom don’t take 
kindly to people who won’t 
abide by their not-so-normal 
rules.”

Everybody wears a white 
silicone mask while in town, 
because it hides any nega-
tive expressions. All good 
citizens must put on their 
“happy face” to conform to 
society. Everybody that stays 
in a city is expected to be a 
good citizen and take their 
Joy. Propaganda is broadcast 
through televisions through-
out the city to encourage 
citizens to take their Joy, 
with the voice of “Uncle” Jack 
Worthing. Joy is also in the 
city water supply.

This game relies a lot on 
stealth. When you’re in the 
city, people will attack you if 
you haven’t been taking your 
Joy. Many of these citizens 
can’t tolerate taking Joy any-
more because of a bad reac-
tion, so they live outside the 
city limits in the ruins, haunt-
ed by their memories.

The game tells the story 
of three people trying to es-
cape Wellington Wells. We 
start with our first protago-
nist, Arthur Hastings, who 
works at the Department 
of Archives, Printing, and 
Recycling in Wellington Wells. 
His job is to censor bad news 
and approve positive stories. 
He sees an article about him 
and his brother, and it brings 

SCREENSHOT COURTESY COMPULSION GAMES

Arthur’s Redactor at the beginning of the game, and a choice: does he take the Joy, and forget his past? 
Or does he stop taking the drug and face a harsher reality?

My opinions on computer gaming and some of my 
favorite games. I’ve been playing games on the home 
computer since the days of the Trash 80. I love indie, 
open-world, unique, puzzle, and resource games. The 
cake is a lie.

GAME ON
By Jennifer Harrison

up bad memories. He’s deter-
mined to go find what hap-
pened to his brother. At this 
point you have the choice of 
taking more Joy or choosing 
to remember. If you take your 
Joy, it’s a pretty short game. 

If you don’t take your Joy, 
things get dark in a hurry. 
Arthur attends the office 
party and finds his cowork-
ers smacking a pinata. When 
the Joy wears off, he realizes 
they’re beating a dead rat. 
(Told you!) As Arthur recoils 
in horror, one of his cowork-
ers notices he’s off his Joy 
and offers him one. Arthur 
refuses, his coworkers accuse 
him of being a Downer and 
attack him, and he escapes 
via a service tunnel.

There’s a lot of stuff going 
on in this game. It has the 
feel of a first-person adven-
ture, with some fighting, 
some stealth, item collecting 
and crafting, and quests to 
discover and solve. Quests 
mostly test your agility and 
stealth rather than puzzle-
solving abilities. 

You need to get across the 
bridge and escape Wellington 
Wells, but you’ll soon discov-
er it’s more complicated than 
it seems. The town is falling 
apart. Some of it is just dam-
age from the war that was 
never repaired. Many of the 
houses outside the town are 
ruined. But the systems that 
keep the town running are 
also falling apart. Apparently 
keeping your citizens high on 
drugs is bad for maintenance. 
Several of the quests in story 
mode will be to fix various 
systems.

At first I played the game 
very conventionally, going 
from suggested quest to 
suggested quest. But when I 
went exploring to find more 
ingredients for healing po-
tions, I realized there are 
lots of mini-quests scattered 

throughout Wellington Wells. 
Each gives you experience 
points to boost your attri-
butes. There are various com-
bat and stealth attributes that 
can be acquired when you’ve 
gained experience points. 
You’ll pick up recipes to craft 
items, chemicals and healing 
items. Some quests are man-
datory to finish the game, 
while others are optional and 
are there to expand the story-
line and give you a chance to 
earn experience points.

Arthur’s mission is to get 
across the bridge and escape 
Wellington Wells, but there 
are two other stories — Sally 
Boyd and Ollie have their own 
quests. 

I really enjoyed this game. 
Sure, it’s dark, and because 
I’m not good at stealth, prob-
ably a little more violent than 
it needed to be. If you use 
your fists only, your battles 
will end in unconsciousness, 
not death.

Some of the quests can be 
blocked off if you make the 
wrong move, but the solu-
tions are relatively simple. 
The story is compelling and 
will keep you playing to find 
more notes — various pieces 
of paper you find scattered 
around in your explorations. 

This is a complex game with 
an extended map and lots of 
side quests. It also has quite 
a lot of replayability, because 
each time a new game is start-
ed, it generates a new map. 

We Happy Few is rated for 
mature audiences only due to 
blood, strong language, sug-
gestive themes, use of drugs 
and alcohol and violence. 

There are three DLCs creat-
ed for this game — We All Fall 
Down, We Happy Few — Nick 
Lightbearer, and They Came 
From Below.

We Happy Few (2018) is 
available on SteamOS for 
$14.99.

A trippy look at an alternative Britain

Optimist
Club of Azle

Meets every 
FRIDAY at 6:45 am

Moe’s Country Kitchen 
316 W. Main, Azle

Rotary
Club 

of Azle
MEETS AT NOON 

THURSDAY
412 Commerce St. 

(across from Azle Post Office)

Addiction wants to destroy 
you & everyone around you.

The Finish Line

With Jesus there 
is Victory over 
addiction.
GET BACK IN 
THE RACE!

Meetings held every Friday from
7:30pm-9:30pm at The Church at Azle

1801 S. Stewart • Azle • 817-401-8513 
www.ourfinishline.com

Floor School or Work 
7:30 PM 

THURSDAY NIGHT
Kenny Patrick- Worshipful Master

Chris Akers - Secretary
Clint Hall - Treasurer

Azle Lodge
No. 601

817-444-2300
412 Commerce St.

Volunteer Caregiver 
Training Classes

Classes open to 
public at no charge

Good N.E.W.S.

Our 
Volunteers 

Make a 
Difference!

Caregiver Volunteer Meeting
1st Monday of 

Each Month at 6pm

Living at Home Block Nurse Program

Meets 2nd TUESDAY 6:30 PM 

412 Commerce, Azle 
e-clubhouse.org/sites/azle_tk/

Jamie Westbrook - president 
817-550-7625

Azle Lion’s Club
Volunteers Needed 

TexasHealth.org/ 
Volunteer/Our-Process

RAINBOW INN GIFT SHOP 
Inside Hospital 108 Denver Trail 

Azle 817-444-8651
ATTIC RERUNS 

NOW OPEN! FRI 9-4 SAT 9-1 
714 SE Pkwy Azle 817-270-3690

CLUB or 
ORGANIZATION 

meeting?

Only $125 
for 52 weeks 

of advertising

Call for details:
817-270-3340

Daily meetings at Noon & 6:30 pm 
Sunday at 3 pm

229 S. Stewart St. • Azle
817-332-3533

Faced with a 
DRINKING Problem?

Perhaps Alcoholics Anonymous can HELP.

10328 Jacksboro Hwy
Fort Worth TX 76135

817-237-1819
www.emphc.org

Mon 12-6 pm Thurs 12-6 pm
Se Habla eSpañol

Clubs and Clubs and 
OrganizationsOrganizations

Concerned about 
someone with an addiction?

Meetings Mon & Fri 6:30 pm
229 S. Stewart St. (left door) Azle

www.al-anon.org
azlesanctuaryafg@gmail.com

Leading People to Jesus Christ 
through the 12 Step Program 

alongside the Biblical Principals

120 E. Main St., Azle, TX 
Tuesdays 7-8:15 pm

For info contact Greg S. 
817-851-8648

COMMUNITY CHURCH

Christian Leaders partnering together 
with one voice to impact our culture for 

Christ. We celebrate unity amidst diversity 
as we pastor our community.

Luncheon meetings 
11:45 a.m. - 1 p.m. 2nd Tues of each 

month; location varies.
See www.azlema.com or email 

director@azlema.com for additional 
information.

817-200-4611

Love God. Love People. Love Your City.
Dream Center open 9-3 M-F 

11698 FM730 S. Azle
FOR QUESTIONS CALL:

833-4WE-SERV
servolutionnetwork.com
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Rodney Gatlin, D.C.
400 Boyd Court

817-
444-HELP (4357)

AZLE

Celebrating over 35 years in business

www.azlechiropractic.com

Joe Rider
Propane, Inc.

PROPANE
TANKS

817-237-3325

45 Years of Quality
ISO 9001:2001 Compliant           Phone 817-444-2533
Check us out on our web site B.J. Clark
www.clarksmachine.com    bjc@clarksmachine.com 

“Serving Azle & The 
Community Since 1986“

113 SPEER ST
817-444-4920

Thank you for your support!

CLEANERS

Clarks Precision Machine & Tool 
636 Profit St., Azle, TxC P M T

HILLTOP FAMILY CHURCH

“Caring about what Jesus
cares about... You!”

1227 Old Cottondale • 817-220-7177
140 W. MAIN ST.

817-444-4613

Compliments of

Rural Gas Supply
P R O P A N E

“In business since 1946”

APOSTOLIC
CORNERSTONE APOSTOLIC 
CHURCH
1801 FM 730 N., Azle
817-400-0612

HARVEST TIME APOSTOLIC
1 Block N. FM 2048 in Keeter
817-433-8220

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
FIRST ASSEMBLY OF GOD
1020 S.E. Pkwy, Azle
817-237-4903

FELLOWSHIP OF LAKE WORTH
4024 Dakota Trail, Lake Worth
817-237-9433

NEW BEGINNINGS CHURCH
810 Goshen Rd, Springtown
817-523-4462 

LEGACY CHURCH
Hwy. 199 W. at FM 2257, Azle 
817-221-2983 / 817-221-5760

VICTORY CHRISTIAN CENTER
737 Boyd Rd., Azle
817-444-LOVE

BAPTIST
ASH CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
300 South Stewart, Azle
817-444-3219

AGNES INDEPENDENT BAPTIST
350 Agnes N., Springtown 
817-523-7271

BETHEL MISSIONARY BAPTIST 
408 S. Ash St., Springtown
817-220-4238

AZLE AVENUE BAPTIST
2901 Azle Ave., Fort Worth
817- 626-5556

BY THE WORD BAPTIST
West of FM 730 N. at sign, Briar
817- 444-3484

CALVARY HEIGHTS BAPTIST
1 block off Hwy. 199,
east of David’s Patio,
Springtown, 817-221-2241

CENTRAL BAPTIST
4290 Old Agnes Road
817-594-5918

CHURCH ON THE HILL
836 NW Parkway, Azle
817-444-3752

CHRISTWAY BAPTIST
7673 West Hwy. 199, Agnes
817-220-9133 or 817-220-3581

CLEAR FORK BAPTIST
Corner of FM 730 & Ragle Rd., 
Weatherford, 817-594-1154

EAGLE MOUNTAIN BAPTIST
8780 Eagle Mtn. Circle, Azle
817-237-4135

FIRST BAPTIST
CHURCH OF AZLE
1017 Boyd Road
817-444-4828

FIRST BAPTIST CASTLE HILLS
401 Beverly Rd., Azle
817-797-4706

FIRST BAPTIST LAKE WORTH
700 Charbonneau Tr.,
west side of Effie Morris Elementary
817-237-2624

FIRST BAPTIST LAKESIDE
8801 Jacksboro Hwy., Lakeside
817-237-8113

FIRST BAPTIST COTTONDALE
1 block N. of FM 2123, Cottondale
940-433-5539

FIRST BAPTIST POOLVILLE
1 block W. of FM 920, Poolville
817-594-3916

FIRST BAPTIST SPRINGTOWN
5th & Main Street, Springtown
817-220-5229

FRIENDSHIP BAPTIST
801 Friendship Rd., 9½ miles S. of 
Springtown off Hwy. 51 S.
817-594-5940 or 817-599-4917

FUNDAMENTAL BAPTIST
5th & Main in Springtown
817-523-5477

GRACE BAPTIST
3 miles N. of Springtown on Hwy. 
51 across from Radio Tower

GRACE POINTE CHURCH
4110 E. Hwy. 199, Springtown
817-221-5683

HERITAGE BAPTIST CHURCH
3577 FM 51 N., Weatherford
817-564-3946

IGLESIA BAUTISTA
Nueva Jerusalen
6640 Midway Rd., Springtown
817-694-0444 

INDIAN OAKS PRIMITIVE
BAPTIST CHURCH
3229 Shawnee Trail, Lake Worth
817-237-8441

LAKE WORTH BAPTIST
4445 Hodgkins, Lake Worth
817-237-4163

METROPOLITAN BAPTIST
6051 Azle Ave., Fort Worth
817-237-2201

NEW HOPE BAPTIST
782 New Hope Rd., Reno area
817-221-2184

NORTHWEST BAPTIST
5500 Boat Club Rd., Lake Worth
817-237-6063 or 817-270-8476

SILVER CREEK BAPTIST
730 S. & Veal Station Rd., Azle
817-444-2325

NEW BEGINNINGS
BAPTIST CHURCH
3605 Jacksboro Hwy., Azle
817-707-2741

PRIMERA IGLESIA BAUTISTA
300 S. Stewart, Azle
817-500-3641

SPRINGTOWN
BAPTIST TEMPLE
201 J. E. Woody Rd., Springtown
817-523-0376

UNION BAPTIST CHURCH
3451 Sarra Lane, Springtown
682-333-1645

WALNUT CREEK BAPTIST
220 W. Reno Rd. in Reno
817-221-2110

BIBLE
COMMUNITY BIBLE
FELLOWSHIP
1405 Reynolds Rd., Reno
817-521-4510

NORTHWEST BIBLE CHURCH
5025 Jacksboro Hwy., Fort Worth
817-624-2111

SOLID ROCK BIBLE CHURCH
591 S. Reno Rd., Springtown
817-304-7443

CATHOLIC
HOLY TRINITY CATHOLIC
800 High Crest Dr., Azle
817-444-3063

CHRISTIAN
THE CHURCH AT AZLE
1801 S. Stewart, Azle
817-444-9973

AZLE CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
35 West Forty Estates., Azle
817-688-3339

GREATER VISION FELLOWSHIP
1801 S. Stewart St., Azle
817-825-0485

THE ABBEY CHURCH
10400 Jacksboro Hwy., Azle
817-238-1404

CROSSING FELLOWSHIP
120 E. Main St., Azle
817-406-4577

CHURCH OF CHRIST
AZLE CHURCH of CHRIST
336 NW Parkway
817-444-3268

BRIAR CHURCH of CHRIST
109 W.N. Woody Rd.
(½ block west of FM 730 N. in Briar)

817-444-7102

MIDWAY CHURCH of CHRIST
6400 Midway Rd.
817-221-2107 

NEWSOME MOUND ROAD
CHURCH of CHRIST
1460 Newsome Mound Rd.
817-677-3290

NORTHWEST
CHURCH of CHRIST
6059 Azle Ave., Fort Worth
817-237-1205

POOLVILLE CHURCH of CHRIST
West of FM 920 in Poolville
817-594-4182

SOUTHSIDE
CHURCH of CHRIST
130 W. Bradshaw Lane, Springtown
817-221-2799

SPRINGTOWN
CHURCH of CHRIST
Just west of Hwy. 51 North
817-523-4419

TRI-COUNTY
CHURCH of CHRIST
525 Hwy. 199 W., Springtown
817-980-8156

CHURCH OF GOD
ABUNDANT LIFE
CHURCH of GOD
4800 East Hwy. 199, Suite 7
Springtown, 817-677-3208

LAKESIDE CHURCH OF GOD
THE WORD@LAKESIDE
9396 Confederate Park Rd.
(FM 1886)
817-237-5500

DISCIPLES OF CHRIST
AZLE CHRISTIAN
117 Church St., Azle
817-444-3527

CENTRAL CHRISTIAN
1602 S. Main St., Weatherford
817-594-3043

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
4th & Main, Paradise

EPISCOPAL
ST. ANNE’S
ANGLICAN EPISCOPAL
6055 Azle Ave., Fort Worth
817-237-1888

PROVIDENCE REFORMED 
EPISCOPAL
405 Bowie Dr., Weatherford 
817-596-7476

ST. ELISABETH EPISCOPAL 
5910 Black Oak Lane, River Oaks
817-739-0504

GOSPEL
CENTRAL FULL GOSPEL 
FELLOWSHIP
3009 Delaware Tr., Lake Worth
817-237-7919

JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES
KINGDOM HALL OF 
JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES
212 Pearson Lane, Azle
817-221-2242

LUTHERAN
THE EDGE CHURCH - AZLE
1313 SE Parkway, Azle
817-237-4822

HOPE LUTHERAN (ELCA)
4795 Hwy. 199, Reno
817-221-HOPE

METHODIST
BOYD UNITED METHODIST
FM 730 North in Boyd
940-433-5334

FIRST METHODIST
CHURCH OF AZLE
200 Church St., Azle
817-444-3323

LIGHTHOUSE FELLOWSHIP
7200 Robertson Rd., Fort Worth
817-237-2758

SILVER CREEK 
METHODIST CHURCH
2200 Church Rd., Azle
817-444-1382

FIRST UNITED METHODIST
Hwy. 51 N & 3rd Street, Springtown
817-523-7874

POOLVILLE UNITED METHODIST
1 block W. of FM 920
(behind Poolville Post Office)
817-599-3601
THE CHURCH OF JESUS
CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS
(THE MORMONS)

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS
1010 Timberoaks, Azle
817-237-5075

PENTECOSTAL
GRACE CHAPEL UNITED 
PENTECOSTAL CHURCH
3508 Shawnee Trail, Lake Worth
817- 237-4844

PRESBYTERIAN
GRACE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
606 Mockingbird Lane, Weatherford
817-594-2744

ORTHODOX PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH OF FORT WORTH
Meeting at Northwest YMCA 
5315 Boat Club Road, Fort Worth
817-989-9800

ORTHODOX
ARCHANGEL GABRIEL
ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN CHURCH
1157 S. E.  Parkway (Jacksboro 
Highway), Azle
817-752-8255

OTHER
ALIENTO DE DIOS
2233 E. Hwy 199, Springtown
817-521-4694 

THE CHURCH IN PEASTER
www.thechurchinpeaster.org
817-596-8805

CORNERSTONE
COMMUNITY CHURCH
2233 Hwy 199 East, Springtown
817-221-LIFE (5433)

FAMILY CHURCH
9 miles S. of Springtown on Hwy. 51
817-599-7655

GRACE FELLOWSHIP CHURCH
2964 W. Hwy 114, Paradise
940-969-2427

HILLTOP FAMILY CHURCH
1227 Old Cottondale Road,
Springtown, 817-220-7177

THE FELLOWSHIP
AT PLEASANT GROVE
1064 CR4679, Boyd
940-999-8210

THE HOUSE OF PRAYER
1356 Reno Rd., Springtown
817-221-2551

POWERHOUSE
OF PRAISE CHURCH
1649 S.E. Parkway, Azle
817-319-7364

BRANDED CROSS
COWBOY CHURCH
3282 FM 2048, Boyd 76023
817-755-7021

SECRET PLACE MINISTRIES
112 Optimist Rd., Springtown
682-229-1433

GOSPEL GATHERING FELLOWSHIP
7315 Silver Creek Rd
at Flatrock Rd, Azle
832-289-8720

LIGHTHOUSE CHURCH
6409 FM 730 S., Azle
817-444-4311

LIGHTHOUSE HARBOR CHURCH
1960 Long Circle, Pelican Bay
817-444-3547

THE LIVING WORD COUNTRY 
CHURCH OF TEXAS
1240 E. HWY 199, SPRINGTOWN
817-913-2717

NEW LIGHTED WAY
624 Harbor Dr. Circle, Azle
817-444-1577

NORTHWEST TEMPLE OF PRAISE
6781 Jacksboro Hwy., Lake Worth

PRECIOUS FAITH
TEMPLE CHURCH
8601 Hwy. 199 @ Vance Godbey’s

THE HOUSE OF PRAYER
1356 Reno Rd., Springtown
817-221-2551

THE RANCH CHRISTIAN 

COWBOY CHURCH
7955 Reed Rd., Azle
682-327-7082

REAL FAMILY FELLOWSHIP
202 Pearson Lane, Azle
817-677-5963

GRACE & FAITH CENTER
11701 Jacksboro Hwy., Azle
817-210-6295

WESTERN HARVEST
FELLOWSHIP CENTER
6577 Old Springtown Rd., 
Weatherford
817-523-2855 or 817-995-9087

SHEPHERD’S HEART CHURCH
14435 FM 730 N • Azle
817-444-7777

WESTERN STAR COWBOY CHURCH
790 CR 3696 • Paradise 76073
817-688-6887

Call Jessica to reserve this space.Call Jessica to reserve this space.

 
                    noticed!noticed! 

youryour businessbusiness
GetGet

817-270-3340817-270-3340

Place your ad here!

Call
817-270-3340

WHAT’S HAPPENING  WHAT’S HAPPENING 
IN YOUR HOMETOWN?IN YOUR HOMETOWN?

Subscribe today to keep up-to-date. 

817-270-3340
tricountyreporter.com

This devotional and directory is made possible by these businesses who encourage all of us to attend worship services.

Want readers to Want readers to 

FIND
   YOU?

817-270-3340

Call Jessica 
for details

1825 W. Hwy. 199   Springtown, TX 760821825 W. Hwy. 199   Springtown, TX 760821825 W. Hwy. 199   Springtown, TX 76082

817-220-4506

TACLA014745E RRC#11349

J&E
AIR CONDITIONING
& HEATING

DEVOTIONAL PAGE

Your Ad

Call Jessica for details TODAY 

817-270-3340

817-270-3340
tricountyreporter.com

113 Denver Trail • Azle 
817-444-3249 • Fax 817-444-3275

www.eaglecrestvilla.com

STUDIO - 1 bath , 350 sq. ft.
ONE BEDROOM - 1 bath, 450 sq. ft
TWO BEDROOM - 1 bath, 642 sq. ft.

ADVERTISE 
YOUR BUSINESS 

WITH US
and maximize
your visibility!

Contact us about
advertising solutions.

817-270-3340

817-270-3340
tricountyreporter.com

FOR 
ONE 
YEAR

$$7070
OUT-OF-COUNTY

FOR 
ONE 
YEAR

$$5050
IN-COUNTY

817-270-3340
tricountyreporter.com

FOR 
ONE 
YEAR

$70
OUT-OF-COUNTY

FOR 
ONE 
YEAR

$50
IN-COUNTY

Place your ad 
here today! 

817-270-3340
tricountyreporter.com

Call for a free estimate!

817-304-9974
Bill.Rosser@gmail.com

profixitman.com

Bill Rosser
Painting & Remodeling 

Serving the Azle & Springtown 
area for over 40 years.

Graham
Plumbing Co.

817-220-2469
GrahamPlumbingCo.com

Commercial • Residential

VOTED BEST OF PARKER 
COUNTY 8 TIMES!

Springtown
Azle • Boyd
Weatherford

M#15899



Ad Classifications

Reach more than 8,000 households with adver-
tising in THE TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

Nobody does it better!

  CLASSIFIED 
AD DEADLINE:  

1:00 PM FRIDAY 

Most ads require payment 
in advance, but we do ac-
cept VISA,  MASTERCARD, 
DISCOVER OR AMERICAN 
EXPRESS by phone.

classified@tricountyreporter.com
817-270-3340 or 817-220-7217

1. .. Air Condition/Heating
2. ........................Antiques
3...................... Appliances
4............Appliance Repair
5.......................Arts/Crafts
6............... Asphalt Paving
7..........................Auctions
8..................Autos, Trucks
9....... Auto Repair Service
10...........Backhoe Service
11. .............. Boats, Motors
12.................Bookkeeping
13....................... Business 

Opportunity
14.......... Campers/Trailers
15.............Carports/Patios
16.........Equipment Repair
17.............. Carpet Service
18 ........................Catering
19................ Cement Work
20.....................Demolition
21..................... Child Care
22..................... Cosmetics
23.....Computers/Services

24..................... Electrician
25................. Equipment & 
                         Tool Rental
26 ................... Excavating
27............... Exterminating
28 .......... Farm Equipment
29 .........................Fencing
30 ...................... Firewood
31 ...............................Free
32 ........................ For Sale
33 .......................Furniture
34....................... Garage & 
                       Estate Sales
35 ....Garden/Mowing Svc
36.......................... Hauling
37.................................Hay
38...............Health/Fitness
39 .................Help Wanted
40 .....Home Improvement
41 ............House Leveling
42............ House Cleaning
43..........................Hunting
44..........Janitorial Service
45................... Job Wanted

46............. Looking to Buy
47................ Lost & Found
48... Maintenance/Repairs
49..... Masonry/Stonework
50... Mobile Home Service
51.................. Motorcycles
52...........................Movers
53.....Musical Instruments
54..............Music Lessons
55...............Miscellaneous
56 Party Planning/Events
57.............. Pets/Livestock
58................Piano Service
59..................Pool Service
60..................Professional 

Services
61........................ Personal
62.......................Plumbing
63.................Public Notice
64................. Photography
65..........................Printing
66..........................Roofing
67...................... Recycling
68..........................Storage

69.................. Sand/Gravel
70..................Septic Tanks
71.......Sewing/Alterations
72...............Sewer Service
73........................TV/Radio
74............. Tractor Service
75.....................Upholstery
76......... Vacuum Cleaners
77...........................Wanted
78...................Well Drilling
79..........................Welding
80.................Lots/Acreage
81.....................Business & 

Commercial Property
82.................RV’s for Rent
83............ Houses for Sale
84................Mobile Homes  

for Rent
85................Mobile Homes  

for Sale
86...... Mobile Home/RV Lots
87.............Rent Furnished
88......... Rent Unfurnished
89 ............ Wanted to Rent

RATES
16 Words or Less:

Only $10.00 per week!

Over 16 words, add 20 cents per word

Extras such as Bold, Center & Border 
are available for a small fee

Classified boxed display ads also 
available for $9.00 per column inch

(All ads must be paid in advance unless 
you have previously established credit)

 006           Asphalt Paving

 019             Cement Work
Allen Chesney Concrete

All Types of Concrete Work
Residential - Commercial
Foundations, driveways, 
sand, gravel, demolition, 
haul-off, retaining walls

817-271-4541

 020                 Demolition

 024                  Electrician
BULLDAWG ELECTRIC CO. 
All types of electrical services 
and MH hook-ups. 
Free Estimates. 817-675-4921
www.bulldawgelectric.com. 
TECL#25253.

 026                 Excavating

 029                      Fencing

BOBBY’S FENCE. All types, 
Free Estimates, Over 26 years 
experience. 817-444-3213.

KILEY CHESNEY
CONSTRUCTION

All Types Fences - Tractor Work
817-846-6645

 035 Garden/Mowing Service

COWBOY LAWN CARE. 
Handyman services, residential, 
farm, , landscaping, tree 
trimming. Free Estimates. 817-
271-0450. Spring Specials.

 039              Help Wanted

Springtown ISD is accepting 
applications for Bus Drivers and 
Monitors. Training available. 
Contact the Transportation Dept. 
817-220-1418.

MAINSTREAM group homes are 
hiring for FT/PT direct care staff.  
Weekday 3:30pm-8:30am shifts 
as well as 24-hour weekend 
shifts.  Work 2 days a week, get 
paid to sleep, and have a full-
time job!  Paid training, benefits, 
bonuses, and OT opportunities.  
Start $9.00/hr with quick 
advancement possible. Call 
817-270-2747, Monday-Friday, 
9am-3pm.

SILVER DOLLAR CUSTOMS
HELP WANTED 
2 Mechanics needed and 2 
Body Technicians Experience 
a must and tools a plus! 
Mechanics We work on all types 
of vehicles; we specialize in 
classics. From full restorations, 
modifications, rebuilds and 
upgrades, maintenance, and 
repairs but not limited to. Hours: 
Monday - Friday 8:00am to 
5:00pm Occasional Saturday 
Body Shop Technicians Metal 
work, fabrications, welding, 
body working, sanding, grinding, 
and sand blasting. Hours: 
Monday - Friday 6:00am to 
2:30pm Occasional Saturday Pay 
Negotiable Contact: Elizabeth @ 
817-752-2165 or Come by: 408 
Commerce St Azle, Tx 76020

 032                     For Sale

Selling queen size bed, brand 
new hospital bed, 3 prong cane, 
potty and shower chair. Call 
Mellisa 817-204-4790.

 034 Garage & Estate Sales

Moving Sale
600 Goshin Rd., Springtown. 
Men’s clothing, woman’s nursing 
scrubs, some furniture, two 
almost new men and woman’s 
bicycles. February 15th-17th, 
9am-5pm.

Moving Sale
1232 Edgewater Dr., Azle. 
February 16th & 17th. Solid wood 
desk, lots of things need to go.

Inside Moving/Garage Sale
February 17th Saturday only, 
10am-5pm. 11800 Hwy 730 
North, Azle. Dresser, bed, table 
& 6 chairs, buffet, tools, crafts, 
and more.

CLASSIFIEDS
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BYRUM CONSTRUCTION
Asphalt and Concrete Paving

Driveways • Parking Lots
Asphalt Repairs & Sealcoating

Asphalt Millings • Gravel

Bruce Byrum, Azle, TX 817-690-2429

Rainwater’s 
The Transmission Shop

We do our own transmission rebuilding 
here in house, saving you money. 

Most others don’t! Others buy from 
suppliers and auto part stores.

682-615-7250 • 817-766-3852

Kiley Chesney Construction
Dirt & Concrete Work

Kiley Chesney, Owner
Springtown, TX • Mobile 817-846-6645

Driveways • House Slabs • Garages • Add-ons 
Small Land Clean-ups • Gravel Driveways

MCNEELY’S 
DEMOLITION & 

CLEAN UP SERVICE
We Create Vacancy

FREE ESTIMATES
817-996-7887

253 Eagles Way, Springtown

•Tear Down 
•Removal 
•Haul Off 
•Mobile
    Homes
•Garages

•Barns 
•Houses
•Bobcat 
    Service
•Dirt/Gravel
    Spreading

REED EXCAVATING
• SITE PREPARATION • GRAVEL ROADS
• LOT CLEARING • PARKING LOTS
• LEVELING • DEMOLITION
• FINAL GRADE • STOCK TANKS
• LAND EROSION

Dump Truck Hauling   817-919-3696

Chad’s Tree Service
Trimming • Removals • Stump Grinding

Systemic Feeding • Brush Chipping • Cable Bracing

817-221-2201 • 817-246-5943 
817-800-6059 CELL

Insured for your protection
FREE

ESTIMATES

STUMP GRINDING
Don’t dig it! Grind it!
1 or 100 - We can do it.
$85 minimum within 5 mi.

817-237-5592

DORADO 
TRANSPORT LLC

AZLE, TEXAS

We Haul: Auto, Power Sports, 
Equipment and Freight

817-789-2519
DoradoTransportLLC@Yahoo.com

LINDSEY STATE JAIL CURRENT OPENINGS
Correctional Officers 

Assistant Foodservice Manager 
Asst. Maintenance Supervisor - Electrician

PLEASE CHECK THE WEBSITE FOR JOB QUALIFICATIONS.
A New Correctional Officer Pay Increase will be as follows – Starting pay will be $18.00 dollars per 
hour. After Six months’ there will be a pay increase to $19.00 per hour and at one year there will be 
another pay increase to $20.00 per hour. Must have HS Diploma or equivalent, be able to pass a drug 
screen, have a clean background, and valid driver’s license to be considered for a Correctional Officer.

Apply online at www.mtctrains.com or 
call 940-567-2272 and ask for the HR Department.

Management & Training Corporation is an Equal Opportunity Employer: Minority/Female/Veteran/Disabled

4X4 blynd on 10 Ft tower. 
2 sets of windows, car-
pet, chair and heater 
available. $900 call 
Rich 817-584-8567.

Piano with bench 
& music. $350 
817-454-3798

2022 Honda ATV Rancher 
4x4 420cc paid $9,000, 
asking $6,000. 42.4 hours, 
545 miles. 810-735-1680

009                                             Auto Repair Service

Advertising Works!

032                  For Sale

Advertising Works!

036                                                             Hauling

039                                                     Help Wanted

Name __________________________________________________________ ___

Address____________________________________________________________

City_____________________________State ________Zip __________________

County_________________________ Daytime ph._________________________

Email_____________________________________________________________

Circle your paper choice and clip and mail with check to: 

321 W. Main Street • Azle, Texas 76020

All print 
Subscriptions 
include online

 $50.00 
IN-COUNTY 
Tarrant, Parker & 
Wise only 

 $70.00
OUT-OF-COUNTY
Within Texas

 $40.00
ONLINE ONLY

Did you hear? Everyone’s 
subscribing to the hometown paper!

SUBSCRIPTION SPECIAL
13 Months for the Price of 12

Support your 
local paper

Last Puzzle
 Solution

S-1674

       S C A T
       P I T H
       Y A L E
         A M
        A N Y   D R A P E S
       A R T S  G O L D E N H A T
       S E A T T L E   A D O R E
  O N S A N T A  E W E S  A S S E T S
  A S A T O E   R I N A L D I   F T
   A L E G E N D I N  B E E N  P E I
    E X U R B I A   E S S A Y I S T
     A T I E  N O V A S  P U N T
     S S N   S P A R   O L E
           E L S O L D E
           D E L A S
            N E T
            T E E
            I P S

Need to sell your ATV? 
Call today and ask about our 
($29.95) 3-MONTH SPECIAL!

The Tri-County Reporter
817-220-7217

classifi ed@tri-
county reporter.

com
817-270-3340

Looking for 

a new job? 

Find it in the 
Classifieds!



Classifieds817-270-3340 Deadline:
1:00 PM FRIDAY

 046          Looking to Buy

Looking to buy a home, 1200-
2000 Square Ft, 3-2, pre owned, 
garage, .75+ acre lot, Springtown 
area. Text 817-996-6351. 

 049 Masonry/Stonework

 052                       Movers

U.S. Army Retired-but not tired! 
Careful moving-Cheap.
Call Big Jim @ 817-237-5151.

 057          Pets/Livestock

Will pay top dollar for grazing 
and hay leases. Call 940-389-
1936.

 062                   Plumbing

 066                      Roofing

 068                      Storage

INNERSPACE STORAGE. Hwy 
199, Springtown. Now renting all 
unit sizes, 24-hour access. 682-
842-1414.

 069               Sand/Gravel

 077                      Wanted

Wanted: Springtown area home 
on .75+ acre lot. See section 46. 
817-996-6351.

 079                     Welding  081 Business/Commercial

40x50 building For Rent, 
3 miles west of Springtown. 
817-713-7495.

For Lease: Hwy 
199 frontage, near hospital, 

2000 Sq Ft $1500/mo. 
817-220-2021 

Bryant Real Estate.

 082             RV’s for Rent

Nice 1BR RV in adult RV park. 
Great for older person on limited 
income. Starts at $650/mo. All 
Bills Paid. Heritage RV Park 817-
444-3760.

 084 Mobile Homes for Rent

Singlewide mobile home for rent 
$1,200/month $1,200 in security.
Call for info. 817-220-4095 
Springtown Area.

1536 SWAN CT.
2-2 $995.MO. $800 DEP.
Gene Thompson & Associates
817-246-4646 gtatx.com

 088      Rent Unfurnished
1 bed/1 bath with bonus room, 
$1025/mo all utilities paid. $700 
deposit. Contact AAA Properties, 
817-598-0663

Tiny House for rent, new 1/1/1 
covered carport, fence yard. 
Briar $1,100 per month and 
$1,000 deposit, ready now John 
Clevenger 817 307 2511

Room to Rent, females only, 1 
bedroom, reduced to $300/Mo.  
All bills paid, call 682-290-5276.

1516 CORAL CUT OFF
2-1-1 $1,195.MO. $800 DEP.
1517 CORAL CUT OFF
2-1-1 $1,125.MO. $600 DEP.
1513 CORAL CUT OFF
3-1-1 $1,345.MO. $1,000 DEP.
1845 PELICAN DR.N.
3-2-1 $1,395.MO. $1,000 DEP.
Gene Thompson & Associates
817-246-4646 gtatx.com

Barndominium, appx 1,700 sf, 
3BR 1BA, $1600mo, completely 
remodeled, new ceiling fans & 
floors, all utilities paid. Azle area. 
Horse boarding available. 817-
312-4759.

Apartment for rent . 1 bedroom 1 
bath. $850 a month plus electric. 
$850 deposit. 1 to 2 adults only, 
no animals allowed. Call Donna 
817-688-9316 between 9am to 
5pm Mon.-Fri. And Sat. 9am to 
2pm

 089         Wanted to Rent

Looking for a room, used RV, 
small trailer, or living space to 
rent for myself. Call Sandy 936-
524-0830.

 040  Home Improvement

BILL ROSSER PAINTING & 
REMODELING. Big Savings: 
$100 off any job of $1,000 
or more. Painting, Carpentry, 
Porch Covers, Decks. FREE 
ESTIMATES. Call 817-304-9974; 
866-374-3559.

BOBBY MCWILLIAMS
PAINTING 817-821-6377.
Interior/Exterior Painting
Residential & New Homes.
50 years experience.

The Tri-County Reporter    Thursday, February 15, 2024 tricountyreporter.com  7B 

Quality
Family Business

Since 1938

(817) 221-2681

CALL
Cliff Hall

We go the extra mile to ensure 
you get more for your $. 

On House Pads, Driveways, 
Lot Clearing & Tractor Work, Etc.

Cozart

Our Business is Metal Buildings
- And We’re Good!

DESIGN    FABRICATION    ERECTION

METAL 
BUILDING SYSTEMS

Fabrication and erection of quality 
metal buildings at reasonable prices, 

any size - any design

Office 817-237-2282
Fax 817-237-0904

Mark Cozart
817-233-6668

Jeremy Cozart
817-237-2028

Metal Building
Specialist

• Weld Ups/ Bolt Ups
• Pipe Fencing
• Concrete
• Horse Barns
• All Types Fencing
• Metal Roofs

NO JOB TOO SMALL
Compare Pricing

R & E Construction

owner Rodney Vick 
817-220-3044 

fax 817-523-7639   
cell 817-253-1614       

Metal Building Erectors
• Pre-enginered  Weld-up 

• Barns/Shops 
• Arenas/Hangars

• Fencing

1220 E. Hwy. 199 • Springtown

WELD-DONE CONSTRUCTION LTD.

817-220-2150
www.weld-done.net

• Metal Buildings
• Steel Components
• Welding Supplies
• Concrete Supplies

• Fabrication Supplies
• Pipe Fencing
• Deer Blinds
• Deer Feeders

8894 W Hwy 199 • Springtown
817-220-0008 
www.SolidSS.com

Open to 
the Public

SOLID STEEL SOLUTIONS

Pelican Bay:
1513 Sheri Lane S.

Mobile Home with lot Needs Work
3-2 1986, 16x76 Sunrizon 70K

Gene Thompson & Associates, LLC
817-246-4646

AZLE OAKS
APARTMENT
700 JARVIS • AZLE

817-444-1712
1 & 2 Bedroom 

Unfurnished
Accepting Applications

Rent based on income
TDD: 

800-735-2989
This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

GENE THOMPSON 
& ASSOCIATES

HOMES and MOBILE HOMES 
FOR RENT
gtatx.com

817-246-4646

Apply in person at: 
605 N. Business 287, Ste 102, Decatur, Texas  or call  

Human Resources  
940-627-6362 | hr.info@klementford.com 

Jodi Pettis, Executive Director
All full-time positions offer growth opportunities 

& a full benefits package including  
Medical, Dental, Vision, Life, 401(k) & more.   

EEOC

Karl Klement Properties, Inc.

Klement Distribution, Inc.
(Hershey Ice Cream Distributor)

No Positions Available at This Time

No Positions Available at This Time

No Positions Available at This Time

Service Technician
Seeking to hire ALL levels of Automotive Service 

Technicians to join our team! Compensation based on 
experience and certifications. Must have a valid TXDL, 
be dependable and responsible with a good work ethic.
To apply, please send resume via Indeed ad or come by 

our office located at
605 N. Business 287, Suite 102 in Decatur.

Full-Time, Monday-Friday

 Pickup/Delivery Driver Needed
Full time; Monday-Friday

If you enjoy being on the road, have excellent driving 
skills, and take pride in providing exceptional customer 

service, this is the perfect opportunity for you.
Apply now to join our team of dedicated pick up /

delivery drivers! To apply, come by our office located at 
605 N. Business 287, Suite 102 in Decatur.

Miles Roofing
• Insurance Claim 
     Specialists;
• Free Estimates
817-797-3420

817-523-4137

Commercial & 
Residential

• Roofing
• Metal Roofing
• Carports
• Metal Buildings
• All General 
     Contracting

He r e  B e f o r e  T h e  S t o rm ,  H e r e  L o n g  A f t e r .

417 N. MaiN St • SpriNgtowN

HANDYMAN
NEAR ME
We Get That 

Honey-Do List 
Done For You

CALL FOR DETAILS

817-612-3464

$75
PER HOUR

(labor only 
on most jobs)

ROOFING & Metal 
BuIldINGs

817-304-4224
Tired of always 

replacing your roof?

We’ll be here 
after the storm.

Call us for a 
metal roof quote.

All Types Stone & Brick Work
New Construction • Remodels

Free 
Estimates

817-308-6512
email alvarogsilva@verizon.net

commercial • residential

Azle, TX

Landscape Designs, Outdoor Kitchens 
Patios, Retaining Walls, Mailboxes

,L.L.C.

concrete

Kevin’s
Handyman

Services

• Carpentry
• Drywall & Painting
• Tile & Laminate Floors
• Doors & Windows
• Decks & Stairs
• Cabinets & Countertops
• No Job Too Small

Springtown and 
Surrounding Areas

40 Years 
Experience

231-445-1221

LANDERS
Plumbing Co.
940-233-2862

M-10078

Devin’s Handyman Service
• Carpentry
• Cement
• Rock
• Granite
• Tile
• Painting
• Siding

Call Devin at 817-629-9608

WINTER 
SPECIAL
20% OFF 

with 
this ad!

• Insulation
• Kitchen/
     Bath
• Roof & 
    Gutters
• Powerwashing
• Decks

039                                                                                                                                         Help Wanted

Save a Shelter 
Animal. 

Find your 
furever Friend

066                                                             Roofing

079                                                             Welding

085                                                       Mobile Homes For Sale

088  Rent Unfurnished

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE
All real estate advertising 

in this newspaper is subject 
to the Fair Housing Act 
which makes it illegal to ad-
vertise “any preference, lim-
itation or discrimination 
based on race, color, reli-
gion, sex, handicap, familial 
status or national origin, or 
an intention, to make any 
such preference, limitation 
or discrimination.” Famil-
ial status includes children 
under the age of 18 living 
with parents or legal custo-
dians, pregnant women and 
people securing custody of 
children under 18.

This newspaper will not 
knowingly accept any ad-
vertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the 
law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings 
advertised in this news-
paper are available on an 
equal opportunity basis. To 
complain of discrimination 
call HUD tollfree at 1-800-
669-9777. The toll-free 
telephone number for the 
hearing impaired is 1-800-
927-9275.

Don’t 
Break 

The 
Poor 
Little 
Piggy!
Find the 
money 

you 
need in 

our 
Classified
Section 
today!

16 words for $10

Rescue your Ballerina 
from the local Shelter 

and give her a 
Furever Home

Shelter animals have 
lots of unconditional love 

to share with their 
new best friends.

Feel the Love - Adopt



Classifieds817-270-3340 Deadline:  
1:00 PM FRIDAY
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TexSCAN Week of 
Feb. 11-17, 2024

ACREAGE
AFFORDABLE OWNER FINANCED LAND. We 
have some of the best in Texas. Hill Country, South 
Texas, West Texas. 800-876-9720, texasranchland.com.

AUCTIONS
Farm, Ranch & Construction Equipment, 25+ Guns 
and 75+ Replacement Females Auction: Sat., Feb. 24 at 
9 a.m., 1036 S. FM 331, Sealy, TX. Onsite and online 
bidding. Accepting consignments M-F, 8 a.m.-5 p.m., 
deadline 5 p.m. 2/17. Register to bid now. Also selling 
equipment for Austin Co. Precinct 4. 979-885-2400, 
www.switzerauction.net.

 CELLULAR PHONE SERVICE
Switch and save up to $250/year on your talk, text and 
data. No contract and no hidden fees. Unlimited talk 
and text with flexible data plans. Premium nationwide 
coverage. 100% U.S. based customer service. For more 
information, call 855-493-3803

EMPLOYMENT
Now hiring a full time Handyman at the Strake 
Jesuit Retreat and Leadership Center in Leona, TX. 
Visit www.strakejesuit.org/employment for more 
information.

ENERGY
Prepare for power outages today with a Generac 
Home Standby Generator. Act now to receive a FREE 
7-Year warranty with qualifying purchase. Call 1-855-
704-8579 today to schedule a free quote. It’s not just a 
generator. It’s a power move.

OIL & GAS RIGHTS
We buy oil, gas & mineral rights. Both non-producing 
and producing including Non-Participating Royalty 
Interest (NPRI). Provide us your desired price for an 
offer evaluation. Call today: 806-620-1422. Lobo 
Minerals, LLC, PO Box 1800, Lubbock, TX 79408-
1800, LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com.

MEDICAL
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Coverage for 350 plus procedures. 
Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount plan. 
Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-0467 
www.dental50plus.com/txpress #6258

WATER DAMAGE
WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP & RESTORATION:  
A small amount of water can lead to major damage and 
mold growth in your home. Our trusted professionals 
do complete repairs to protect your family and your 
home’s value! Call 24/7: 1-877-727-3027.

   WANTED
Need Extra Cash – I Buy RVs & Mobile Homes 
–Travel Trailers, 5th Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper 
Pulls. In Any Area, Any Condition – Old/New, Dirty 
or Clean! I PAY CA$H. No Title – No Problem, we 
can apply for one. We go anywhere in Texas. ANR 
Enterprises, 956-466-7001.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
221 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.
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ACROSS

DOWN

  1  Fort Worth theater:
      ____ Manana
  5  TXism: “got knocked
      down _  ___ or two”
  6  XIT Ranch covered
      ____ counties
  7  Anthony: “Leap ____
      Capital of the World”
  8  month of Texas
      Poetry Day (abbr.)
  9  Halloween “treat” 
      opposite (2 wds.)
15  TXism: “never sign
      anything by the 
      glow of a ____ light”
17  TXism: “could talk _  
      _____  __ of a ditch” 
21  Texas “Pretty Paper”
      singer, Orbison (init.)
22  TX George Jones’
      “The Race __  __” 
23  George H.W. illness 
      on 1992 Tokyo trip
24  TXism: “___  __  _
      wet hen” (angry)
30  old series: “Texas
      John _________”
34  Davy’s state (abbr.)
35  TXism: “restless as
      _  ___  __ church”
36  Alpine, TX is named
      for these mountains
37  TX comedian/actor,
      Foxx
39  Texas boomtown
      hotel: “a cross be-
      tween _  ____  ____ 
      ___ a flophouse”
43  TXism: “scared the
      dickens out __  ‘__”
44  “The Lone ______”
45  ex-Mav. Alex (init.)
46  greenish-blue color

  1  Palo Duro ______
  2  TXism: “just down
      the road _  _____”
  3  Cruz & Cornyn
  4  Texas sun
      sometimes?
  9  Ozona High class
10  Cannonsnap Creek
      was misnamed for
      this in 1837 (2 wds.)
11  prickly heat
12  TXism: “_  ___          
      sheared like a spring 
      lamb” (swindled)
13  Texas bluebonnet: 
      “El ______”
14  ex-Cowboy LB
      Norton (init.)

48  TXism: “a legend in 
      his own mind” (big ___) 
49  TXism: “How __ doing?
51  state park located in
      Gonzales County
54  precedes Soto or Leon
55  TX Jim Reeves tune:
      “__ I Losing You?”
56  yankee description 
      of Texans?
57  TXism: “wobbles like
      a _______ calf”

60  “rise
      and _____”
61  TXism: “in a
      coon’s ___”
62  high tech city:
      ___ Colinas
63  road curve

16  Texas pitching 
      legend (2 wds.)
18  TXism: “pick __
      the litter”
19  TX Cindy Garner
      book: “The _______  
      Jokebook About Men”
20  TX Tommy who won
      ten Tony Awards
24  “__” Ferguson: first
      female governor
25  also known as (abbr.)
26  TXism: “shin___” 
      (big event)
27  loved
28  Texas forage crop
29  TXism: “he’s all
      show ___  __ go”

31  Texas-based
      “Steak and ___”
32  TXism: “woke __
      _ bear” (in trouble)
33  TXism: “fast as a
      rat up a ______”
38  1952 western: 
      “The Texan _____
      Calamity Jane”

40  Texas singer,
      Gilley (init)
41  that is (abbr.)
42  female church
      leader
47  Yo __ Digo Creek
50  Texas or Iowa town
52  Texas traditional  
      knowledge
53  TX Jules Bledsoe’s      
      “Old ___ River”
58  SeaWorld San 
      Antonio has this in
      its “Orca Encounter”
59  TXism: “got a heart
      as ___  __ Texas” 
      (kind)
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Name ____________________________________________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________________________________

City_____________________________State ________Zip _________________________________________  

County_____________________ Daytime ph. ______________________________________________

Check one:

 $50.00 
IN-COUNTY 
Tarrant, Parker & 
Wise only 

 $80.00
OUT-OF-STATE
Within the US  
 

 $70.00 
OUT-OF-COUNTY
Texas and elsewhere   

 $40.00
ONLINE ONLY
View an online replica of the 
paper without receiving a 
printed copy

 SUBSCRIPTION OFFERS

Clip and mail with check to: 

321 W. Main Street • Azle, Texas 76020

13 Months for the price of 12

Shopping 
Local 

Supports 
Your 

Community

3-Month 
Special

Only $29.95

Find that 
Perfect 

Camper or 
RV in the 

Classifi eds

You can 
Sell yours in 

the same section. 
Call 817-270-3340 

for more info on our

OR

A great way to raise extra money! 
Call today for more info.
� e Tri-County Reporter

817-270-3340

16 words for only $10.

Rescue your Ballerina from 
the Shelter and give her a 

Furever Home

Having trouble 
keeping all your 

chickens in a row?
Sell some of them 
in the classi� eds!
Call for more info

817-270-3340.


	2024-02-15
	Classifieds_2024-02-14.pdf
	TCR-021524-B06-B.pdf
	TCR-021524-B07-B
	TCR-021524-B08-C


