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Azle fami

ZACH FREEMAN | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER
Fireworks, like some purchased from Heather's Fireworks next to Turkey
Mountain Feed on Silver Creek Road, lit up Azle through the night of Dec. 31
going into the new year.

ZACH FREEMAN | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER
A strange seven-vehicle wreck occurred at Albertsons in Azle in October.

Sayonara, 2023!

MADELYN EDWARDS

springtownreporter@tricountyreporter.com

A year-end review of tri-county news

There’s never a slow news
day in Azle, Springtown or
Reno, and the year 2023 was
no exception.

and voters showed up at the
polls to make decisions for
themselves. And, sadly, we've
had to say goodbye to some

Azle News and Springtown
Epigraph was not easy, but
we are boldly moving forward
and will continue to pro-

This tri-county area our of our favorite people. duce a quality newspaper for
newspaper reports on was The Tri-County Reporter Azle, Springtown and Reno
Jam-packed with activity. itself has had a tremen- residents.

Students competed at high-
level contests and broke re-
cords. New leaders stepped
up while others stepped
down. Our elected officials
continued to make decisions,

Year-end reviews are a
tradition for this publica-
tion. The reporter working
on this article reviewed all 30

dous year. This newspaper
printed its first edition in
June to bring stories from
Azle, Springtown and Reno
together in one weekly pa-
per. Leaving behind the
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December city
council re-cap

Azle Council announces contest
winners, comes out against
Silver Creek recycling plant

ZACH FREEMAN

azlereporter@tricountyreporter.com

LAWRENCE BRYANT DAY

AZLE — Assistant City
Manager Lawrence Bryant
was recognized for 20 years
of service to the city. Bryant
started with the city as a col-
lege intern on Oct. 5, 2003,
and has made it his sole ca-
reer. Bryant has been an ad-
ministrative service manager,
director of administration
and finance and was promot-
ed to assistant city manager
on July 17,2011. “Lawrence is
always trying to do whatever
he can do that’s best for the
city,” Mayor Alan Brundrett
said “He’s one of our best em-
ployees here.”

With the reading of a proc-
lamation, Brundrett declared
Dec. 5, 2023 Lawrence Bryant

Day in Azle.

MUNICIPAL COURT
COLORING CONTEST

The city also declared the
winners and runners-up of
the third annual Municipal
Court Week Coloring Contest.
There were 78 entries in the
contest in which elementa-
ry-aged children submitted
a completed coloring book
page distributed at local el-
ementary schools and day-
cares. Runners-up were Adley
Sutherland, Sophia Rivas,
Josephine Brester, McCoy
Gentry, Micah Corban and
Hank Loveless, aged between
2 and 10. Third place was
Warren Geary, age 7, second
place was Lauren Quick, age
11 and first place was Juliette
Curtis, age 9, who missed the
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Kyler Akers and Emory Hann alongside Optimist Club leaders.

Exceptional Azle students

ZACH FREEMAN

azlereporter@tricountyreporter.com

AZLE — Two Azle High
School seniors were select-
ed by Azle’s Optimist Club
in December for the Young
Texans of the Month award.
Kyler Akers and Emory Hann
were recognized for their ac-
complishments by the orga-
nization in this longstanding
Azle tradition.

Kyler Akers is the son of
Damon and Amber Akers.
Akers is ranked 29th in his
class. He has been accepted
to LeTourneau University
with an endowment from
the U.S. Presidential Scholars
Program and an Air Force
ROTC scholarship. He is
also open to attending
Embry-Riddle Aeronautical
University to major in aero-
space engineering and has a
special interest in unmanned
flight. Akers is proud that
he’s in the process of getting
his Part 107 Remote Pilot’s
License and for making it
to the championship for
the Bell Advanced Vertical
Robotics Competition with

Two AHS seniors recognized at
Dec. 14 Optimist Club meeting

the AHS drone team. Akers
is proud of his work as a
lead drone pilot. The team
placed fourth in the Bell
Championship in Hurst. Two
of Aker’s favorite teach-
ers are Tyler Harrison and
Rachel Bevan. During the
2019-20 school year, Akers
was also the lead sound
technician for the school’s
play. He is proud of having
completed college classes
while in high school and he
volunteers at the Community
Caring Center every
Thursday, delivering food
to families’ cars or stock-
ing shelves. He is a current
employee of HTeaO in Lake
Worth.

Emory Hann is the daugh-
ter of Lee and Melissa Hann.
She is ranked 20th in her
class and has been accepted
to Tarleton State University
where she hopes to major
in kinesiology and become
an occupational therapist.

She is proud of being in her
class’s top 10%, maintain-
ing straight As and being
accepted into the National
Honor Society. Some of her
favorite teachers are Coach
John Epps and Mrs. Lou Ann
Burnham. She is on the Azle
High School swim team and
in the 2022-23 school year
she was part of arelay team
that made it to the regional
finals in the 400 Free Relay
event, where her team broke
a school record. She is heav-
ily involved in Ash Creek
Baptist Church and has
participated in many youth
camps and mission trips.

She has also volunteered at
Vacation Bible Schools and
fine arts camps since the sev-
enth grade. She dog sits and
babysits for family, friends
and members of her church.
She enjoys reading and cook-
ing and is proud of her active
listening and critical think-
ing skills.

Springtown ISD

SHANE STRICKLAND

Superintendent of Schools, Springtown ISD

As we say goodbye to the
holiday season and wel-
come the new year, I ex-
tend warm wishes to our
Porcupine Family. I hope
your Christmas was filled
with joy, and your New Year
is off to a promising start. As
we dive into 2024, I wanted
take a moment to celebrate
our achievements and look
ahead at what's in store for
Springtown Independent
School District (SISD) in 2024.

Our fall semester saw
impressive performances
from our athletes, with SHS
football and volleyball teams

making exciting playoff runs.

Wesley Payne represent-
ed Springtown at the state
Cross-country competition,
setting the bar high for ath-
letic excellence. Our basket-
ball programs are also off to
a great start!

In the arts, the Sound of
Springtown advanced to

PREVENTATIVE » RESTORATIVE « COSMETIC

¢ Crowns & Bridges

e Whitening
¢ Dentures

¢ Implant
Restoration

& More...

¢ Dental Veneers

e Cosmetic Dentistry
e Pediatric Dentistry

Celebrating achievements and
navigating challenges

area competition, while the
fine arts program wowed
the community with “The
Little Mermaid.” Behind
the scenes, our Career and
Technical Education (CTE)
programs excelled. From fun
“weld offs” to FFA earning
5th place in Area IV agricul-
tural advocacy, our students
are thriving. Culinary stu-
dents are gaining real-world
experience through intern-
ships, and business practi-
cum students launched
POJO’s Helping Hand — a
discreet “store” providing es-
sentials to students in need.
Amidst these triumphs, we
must also address the chal-
lenges. Unfortunately, the
proposed bond to build a new
middle school did not pass
in November. SISD is actively
working with demographers
and conducting a utilization
analysis to explore the poten-

tial of rezoning. Our goal is

to alleviate overcrowding in
elementary schools and en-
sure the efficient use of every
square inch in our district to
help with the overcrowding
we are experiencing at our
secondary campuses. Seeking
advice from experts, we are
committed to finding effec-
tive solutions that prioritize
for the well-being of our stu-
dents, staff and stakeholders.

As we navigate challeng-
es, our commitment to our
Porcupine Family remains
strong. Your support is our
backbone, and we feel con-
fident we can come up with
solutions that will continue
the success we are experienc-
ing in our district.

Thanks for your contin-
ued support. Here’s to a year
filled with growth, resilience
and shared success.

- Shane Strickland

Dr. Joseph Mcreéry, [

FAMILY & COSMETIC DENTISTRY

Family dentistry for all ages. Serving the Azle, Texas area

209 Roe Street, Azle TX 76020 » 817-444-3209

BIDEN IS NOT WORKING
TO STOP BORDER
CROSSERS AND
ILLEGAL IMMIGRANTS,
GLENN ROGERS IS!

INCREASED BORDER
SECURITY SPENDING BY
630%.

PAID FOR ACTUAL WALL
BUILDING.

VOTED TO GIVE TEXAS
STATE TROOPERS THE
RIGHT TO ARREST.

NOW, HE IS WORKING TO
INCREASE SENTENCES
ON CONVICTED BORDER
CRIMINALS BY 20 YEARS!

Re-Elect Dr. Glenn

ZROGERS

| REPUBLICAN |

STATE REPRESENTATIVE

PD. POL. ADV. BY GLENN ROGERS CAMPAIGN
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Walking up a hill to the future

In some of my past col-
umns I have mentioned Miss
Jayne. She is 92 years old and
my dear friend and substi-
tute Mother, now that mine
has passed. She was born and
grew up in Durant, Oklahoma
where she attended grade
school, high school and col-
lege. Miss Jayne’s dad was a
telegrapher with the railroad.
He was a smart and industri-
ous man who realized way
back in the ‘40s there were
no dormitories at the grow-
ing Southeast Oklahoma
State University and very
few apartments in Durant.
He purchased a city lot lo-
cated just two blocks from
the college, which already
had a house built upon it. He
then proceeded to take the
roof off the house and built
a series of boarding rooms
on newly-created second
and third floors. Miss Jayne’s
family lived on the first floor,
while the second and third
floors were rented to female
college students. Many of the

FROM MY FRONT PORCH

By Sam Houston

renters made the house their
home for their entire four-
year collegiate careers.

Because of age and failing
health Miss Jayne had not
been back to Durant for quite
a few years. I decided it might
be a good idea to take her to
see the “old home place” one
more time before her health
failed to the point where she
could not travel.

I could tell Miss Jayne was
excited to make the trip. She
could not recall the last time
she had been to see the place
where she grew up, but the
thought of seeing her child-
hood home and reliving her
family memories was nearly
more than she could bear. As
we drove, we talked about

Sam Houston is a syndicated columnist and newspaper
executive. He is also an author, actor, playwright and
entertainment producer/promoter.

her folks, her brother and the
times they shared. We talked
about her deceased hushand
Marcus and how she had met
him at Durant when she was
in college. Clearly it was im-
portant to her to share with
me, her close friend, those
intimate memories, and the
reality that she was the only
one left to tell the stories af-
ter all these years.

When we got to Durant, we
drove to her childhood ad-
dress and was surprised that
while the old house was va-
cant, it was still standing and
in good shape. The yard was
mowed and obviously cared
for. Miss Jayne began describ-
ing how as many as 16 girls
had lived upstairs at her fam-

ily home and detailed the ad-
ventures which occurred. She
smiled, giggled and regaled
me in tales. She told me of
the time she and her brother
were playing with their pony,
and it fell into a ditch dug by
the city to install a new water
line. The pony landed upside-
down in the trench and could
not get itself out. Miss Jayne
was sure it was going to die
until some college students
got shovels and managed to
free the animal. She showed
me the street corner where
her three childhood friends
would meet to join her to
walk up the hill to grade
school. The same girls would
meet and walk up the hill to
high school, and then to col-
lege. “I don’t know how many
steps I took over the years
but everything I ever learned
in school was on that hill, and
I'had to take that sidewalk to
get there, from kindergarten
through a master’s degree,”
Jayne told me, “And I even
met my husband and fell in

love up on that hill.”

We drove around Durant
and Miss Jayne remarked on
the changes. She told stories
about old stores and busi-
nesses as she marveled at
the evolution of the college
campus. Even pointing out
to me the music hall she and
Marcus would visit to “make
out” when they were dating.

As we drove back home, we
talked about life and those
things which are important
to value. She told me that at
her age, memories are all she
has left. She was so pleased
she got to see one more time
the place which held so many
memories for her. She also
let me know how important
it was to her to share those
stories, so I might better
understand exactly who she
was and where she had come
from.

AsIdrove back to my
home, I thought about the hill
Miss Jayne climbed when she
started school. I tried to pic-
ture my 92-year-old friend as

a 5-year-old going to kinder-
garten with her three child-
hood friends; giggling as they
walked, carefree and unaware
of what travails life had in
store for them in the years
ahead. Little did she know
where the sidewalk would
lead her or what her life
would become. She had no
idea she and I would become
friends so many years later.

We all have climbed our
“hills” and one day will look
back and recollect and smile
at the past. My hope is when
you do, you have someone
close to share those memo-
ries with. They will enjoy
hearing your memories as
much as you will enjoy reliv-
ing them.

Thought for the day: Old
memories are like coffee
with cream and sugar: when
stirred both can become mel-
low and sweet!

Until next time... I will keep
ridin’ the storm out!

sam@hcnews.com

Winter birds in Texas offer viewing and fishing help

Just the other day near
Squaw Creek, I saw a bald
eagle. T have seen them be-
fore, but not many in our im-
mediate area. This prompted
me to discuss the many birds
that visit our area throughout
the year.

Winter is no different, but
for an angler, many of these
different species of birds may
lead to finding active fish.
These birds are amazing to
watch and many folks do so
as a hobby. These folks are
commonly called “Birders.”
There is some “Birder” in all
of us as I know I like viewing
these creatures when I am on
the water (at least most of the
species).

Even though the discussion
today is on the winter species
here in our area, there are
many birds sought for view-
ing in the spring and other
seasons in Texas. Some of
these species include blue
jays, mockingbirds, a variety
of hummingbirds, osprey,
hawks, and scissortail fly-
catchers just to name a few.
The coastal areas of Texas
also have many areas dedi-
cated to many different spe-
cies of birds. One of the most
popular is the Ssndhill crane.
Consult the Texas Parks and
Wildlife Department (TPWD)
site for more information on
bird viewing in Texas at www.
tpwd.state.tx.us.

Some of the most abundant
birds to come to our fresh-
water lakes in winter are the
gulls. Everybody sees these
birds on the water and almost
everywhere, including the
Walmart parking lot. These
gulls are pests to many; how-
ever they are friends to the
anglers as they can point out
active feeding fish. We also

ON FISHING

By Michael Acosta

have terns in the winter and
these are commonly misiden-
tified as gulls. The tern is
smaller than a gull and has a
forked tail of sorts. Many of
these terns stay with us year
around.

We are also in the central
flyway and we have an abun-
dance of Canadian geese,
ducks, coots, etc. that visit
our area. Some resident geese
and ducks stay with us year
around. Duck and goose
hunting are popular in Texas
and many hunters set up
right here on the Brazos.

One popular draw to
“Birders” in the winter in our
area is the bald eagle. There
are numerous nesting sites
around our area and you will
at times see these huge birds
with wingspans to 7 feet soar-
ing over Lake Granbury. Lake
Whitney has several nesting
sites as well. The best-known
area for viewing bald eagles
in North Texas is the Lake
Texoma area. Thousands of
these eagles migrate south
each winter and many take
up residence in Texas near
open water where there is an
ample food supply. The bald
eagles will roost together in
the winter at night in trees,
on cliffs and such near the
water. They tend to use the
same roosting areas year to
year. This species came back
from near extinction with
some human intervention
and is now off the endan-
gered species list.

As a licensed professional fishing guide, Michael Acosta
shows you how to find them. The Granbury resident of
30 years has been fishing all of his life, and has been a
licensed guide since 1998. michael.acosta@att.net

Another common bird
found on our waters in the
winter is the double-crested
cormorant. This bird is not
a favorite of most anglers
as these birds in numbers
can hurt a fishery, especially
in a small impoundment.
These birds are related to
the pelican and dive to catch
fish. Cormorants used to be
protected, but now you can
hunt these birds. Consult the
TPWD for rules on hunting
cormorants. Many catfish an-
glers use the cormorant nest-
ing sites as a good place to
fish. The cormorants’ drop-
pings are essentially pure fish
which will, over time, draw in
the catfish. I have also on oc-
casion located hybrid stripers
in deep water under feeding
cormorants, though this is
an exception. Usually if the
cormorants are feeding, the
fish will vacate as these birds
don’t discriminate on spe-
cies. In my opinion, in deep
enough water, the bigger fish
like stripers and hybrids wait
below the feeding cormo-
rants waiting for wounded
baitfish to fall their way.
Cormorants are spooked
easily and will usually leave
long before you get close.
Cormorants look similar to
loons and many times they
are difficult to tell apart. One
way I know for sure is that
the loon is not as spooky as
the cormorant, and they will
get in on the action when fish
are feeding on the surface.

The loon also has a distinc-
tive “warble” sound as I call
it that certifies the identifica-
tion of one.

Many North Texas lakes
will have loons in the winter.
Loons are normally associ-
ated with life in the northern
states and Canada. I am told
that seeing a loon is rare,
but I see some each winter
especially on Lake Whitney.
They are not easily spooked,
and they can be seen div-
ing right next to your boat.
The only species of loon re-
ported in the Brazos Valley
is called a common loon.
Other parts of Texas have
occasional reports in winter
of Pacific and red-throated

FISH

loons and even yellow-billed
loons a few times and I am
sure I couldn’t tell the dif-
ference. Apparently, breed-
ing plumage loons are fairly
easy to identify, but winter-
ing birds are a challenge.
Listening to the loons’ call is
most impressing to me as it
is something you do not hear
normally in Texas.

Another huge bird that fre-
quents our area in the winter
is the white pelican. I am not
sure of the species, but they
tell me the species we get
around here is the American
white pelican (there could be
other species). You will see
numbers of these big birds
at times and other times you

G REPORT

won’t see many. [ am sure
they move with the food or
they may be passing through.
Lake Proctor, which has an
abundance of bait, is a loca-
tion where I have always

seen pelicans in the winter.
Granbury usually has peli-
cans as well. I have seen a few
on the upper ends this year.

There are also many other
water birds here in the winter
that you see year-round like
the crane species (blue heron)
for example.

Fishing may be the primary
reason for getting on the wa-
ter, however there are numer-
ous other reasons to be out-
doors. Viewing other wildlife
is part of the experience.

Water temperatures rebounded some and then started to fall again.
The lake is close to full level. | measured temperatures in the middle
50s in most areas on Granbury. Granbury striped bass are located
on the lower ends and midlake and are fair to good on jerkbaits and
swimbaits. Sand bass action on the upper ends is reported as good
on slabs and small bass assassins fished on a quarter-ounce jig head.
Granbury black bass are reported to be good to 6 pounds on the up-
per ends working rocks and timber on those warmer afternoons using
watermelon and blue fleck Texas-rigged soft plastics. On the main lake,
look for dropoffs near main lake creek channels and deeper docks for
largemouths. Big yellow and blue catfish are good on cut bait fished
on shallow flats on the upper ends near Hunter Park. Crappie action
is good with numbers being caught on small jigs fishing submerged
timber from Water’s Edge to Mallard Pointe.

Comanche Creek (formerly called Squaw Creek) continues to draw in
the winter crowds on this power plant lake. Numbers of largemouth
bass with an occasional bigger fish to 8 pounds are possible on soft
plastics, either Texas-rigged or dropshot-type rigs. Eater channel cat-
fish limits are common on prepared baits fished on baited holes.

Letter to the Editor

Dear Editor,

Dec. 18,2023 - The Azle
ISD Board of Trustees would
like to express its heartfelt
gratitude to all who tirelessly
work to support our school
district and those who spent
their volunteer time to plan
and promote the 2023 Azle
ISD Bond.

First and foremost, on be-
half of the entire school com-
munity, we would like to ex-
press our deepest gratitude
to the public for passing the
2023 school bond. Your com-
mitment to investing in our
childrens’ education will un-
doubtedly shape the lives of
countless students, empow-
ering them to reach their full
potential. We are humbled by
your trust and will strive to
make the most of this oppor-

Tri*County
REpoRTER

tunity to provide an excep-
tional education experience.
Many thanks go to
Superintendent Todd Smith
and Assistant Superintendent
Matt Adams, all Azle ISD
administrators and employ-
ees, the Long Range Facilities
Planning Committee, and the
2023 Bond Political Action
Committee (PAC) for their
invaluable support in the suc-
cessful passing of Azle ISD’s
2023 bond. The dedication
and efforts of these organi-
zations and the citizens of
Azle have made a significant
impact on our community,
ensuring a brighter future
for our children and our local
education system.
Superintendent Smith and
Assistant Superintendent
Adams have an unwavering

Publisher
KIM WARE

publisher@tricountyreporter.com

commitment to our schools.
Their tireless efforts in in-
forming our community
about the bond proposal de-
serve recognition. They pre-
sented to over 65 community
organizations in a little over a
month. Their leadership and
vision have been instrumen-
tal in garnering support and
rallying the community be-
hind this crucial growth and
safety plan. Their dedication
to providing quality educa-
tion and ensuring the best
possible learning environ-
ment for our children is truly
commendable.

We would also like to ex-
press gratitude to the Azle
Education Foundation, not
only for its support of the
bond, but for ensuring our
teachers have innovative

teaching grants to reach
above and beyond the norm
in their classrooms. The AEF’s
generous contributions and
active involvement in raising
awareness about the im-
portance of investing in our
schools have been instrumen-
tal in the success of our teach-
ers and students. Its commit-
ment to the betterment of our
community is truly inspiring
and its efforts have undoubt-
edly made a lasting impact on
the future of our educational
institutions and children.
Thank you to the Long
Range Facilities Planning
Committee and the PAC for
their strategic planning and
advocacy. The Long Range
Facilities Planning Committee
members’ dedication to care-
ful planning for the future of

Azle ISD has been a years-
long exercise. The PAC’s
advocacy and mobilization
efforts promoting this bond,
along with its ability to en-
gage with the community
and elected officials, have
been crucial in ensuring its
success. The commitment of
the community volunteers
on these two committees

to improving our schools
and investing in the educa-
tion of our children is truly
commendable.

The passage of this school
growth bond when other
bonds in neighboring com-
munities did not pass is a
testament to the power of
collaboration and community
engagement. It is hearten-
ing to witness the collective
efforts of these individuals

and organizations, who have
come together to prioritize
the future of our children
and the quality of public
education they receive. This
achievement will undoubt-
edly have a lasting positive
impact on our community,
fostering an environment
where our children can thrive
and reach their full potential.

Again, we would like to ex-
press our deepest gratitude
to all and thank the commu-
nity of Azle for its support.
We are truly fortunate to have
such passionate and commit-
ted individuals, organizations
and our community working
toward the betterment of our
education system.

Gratefully, Sarah Bennett

Board Secretary, Azle ISD
Board of Trustees Place 2
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Azle’s Christmas wish list

Tri-County Reporter unveils list of most popular
items from Santa letters, compared with 1983

ZACH FREEMAN

azlereporter@tricountyreporter.com

AZLE — Santa’s elves at The
Tri-County Reporter have
painstakingly compiled a list
of some of the most-request-
ed items in this year’s Santa
letters in order to find out
what was hot this Christmas
— other than the weather.

The letters come from
about 510 second grade stu-
dents at seven Azle elemen-
tary schools: Walnut Creek,
Silver Creek, Hilltop, Cross
Timbers, Eagle Heights,
Liberty, and Azle Christian
School. The school with the
most letters was Liberty at
101 and the one with the
least was ACS at 14.

The elves then went back
into their records to find
Azle’s 1983 Santa letters to
compare and contrast 40
years of Christmas wishes in
Azle. About 154 Azle kids,
grade and school not speci-
fied, made up the 1983 Santa
letters. The number of Santa
Letters submitted for Azle
alone was more than triple
in 2023 thanin 1983. Azle’s
population has also almost
tripled from 5,822 in 1980 ac-
cording to the Texas Almanac
to nearly 14,000 today. A
second grader in ’83 would
be about 48 years old now,
more than old enough to be
parents to the kids who wrote
this year’s Santa letters.

NO. 1:

By a wide margin, dolls
were the most requested
Christmas gifts for Azle kids
in 1983 at about 45 requests.
Cabbage Patch Kids were the
most-requested type at 13
requests, followed by Barbie,
Strawberry Shortcake and
Baby Alive. About 29% of let-
ter writers asked for some
kind of doll in 1983.

In 2023, books were the
most asked for item at about
78 requests. The Dog Man
book series was the most
popular book. Magic Tree
House and other Scholastic
classics made a noteworthy
showing alongside informa-
tional books about animals.
This stands in contrast with
the number of books asked
for in 1983, which was three.
About 15% of 2023 Santa let-
ters asked for books.

Interestingly, Americans
seem to be buying, or asking
Santa for, more books than
ever, but are simultaneous-
ly reading less than in past
decades. American publish-
ers sold 825.7 million print

{ EEDOM
COVERY

Leading People to Jesus Christ
through the 12 Step Program
alongside the Biblical Principals

CFI%PL%WSH P

120 E. Main St., Azle, TX
Tuesdays 7-8:15 pm

For info contact Greg S.
817-851-8648

L7 Harris Methodist Hospital’
AZLE

Volunteers Needed
TexasHealth.org/
Volunteer /Our-Process
RAINBOW INN GIFT SHOP
Inside Hospital 108 Denver Trail
Azle 817-444-8651

ATTIC RERUNS

6‘]—) Texas Health

NOW OPEN! FRI 9-4 SAT 9-1
714 SE Pkwy Azle 817-270-3690

AZLE AREA

MINISTERIAL ALLIANCE
UNITED IN CHRIST

Christian Leaders partnering together
with one voice to impact our culture for
Christ. We celebrate unity amidst diversity
as we pastor our community.
Luncheon meetings
11:45 a.m. - 1 p.m. 2nd Tues of each
month; location varies.

See www.azlema.com or email
director@azlema.com for additional
information.

817-200-4611

books in 2021, up 8.9% from
the previous year, according
to Publishers Weekly. This
trend had persisted for at
least several years prior, but
a 2021 Gallup poll showed
Americans read an average of
12.6 books that year, down
from 15.6 five years earlier,
and its peak of 18.5in 1999.
A Pew study also found that
daily reading for fun among
9-year-olds was 42% in 2020,
down from 53% in 1984. The
proportion of this age group
who say they hardly or never
read for funis 16%, up from
9% in 1984.

Why buy books other than
to read them? Are print
books becoming more of
a symbol of status, virtue
or intelligence? Do parents
need more books to display
in the background for Zoom
meetings?

Experts aren’t settled on
a single theory. After a near
15-year continuous rise, the
per capita rate of in-person
visits to libraries plummeted
24% from 2009 to 2018. So, it
may also be that readers are
buying more because they are
not borrowing.

NO. 2:

Bicycles were the second
most requested item with 26
asks in 1983, while phones
were the second most-re-
quested item in 2023 at 73.
iPhones were by far the most
popular brand. There was
only one request for a phone
in the 1983 Santa letters.

The effects of too much
screen time may be leaving
a lasting mark on young-
er generations. About 42%
of Americans are near-
sighted, many requiring
glasses. That’s up from 25%
in 1971, according to the
National Health and Nutrition
Examination Survey.
Ophthalmologists theorize
not enough time spent out-
side and excessive time spent
looking at close objects could
be contributing to this trend.

Also, nearly 20% of children
suffer from obesity today
according to the Center for
Disease Control. That’s more
than tripled from 6.7% in
1980. Studies have found that
at least 60 minutes of moder-
ate physical activity per day
can help prevent childhood
obesity.

NO. 3:

Apparently, style never
goes out of fashion. Clothes
were the third most request-
ed item in both 1983 and

Concerned about
someone with an addiction?

AL-ANON

for families & friends of alcoholics
Meetings Mon & Fri 6:30 pm
229 S. Stewart St. (left door) Azle

www.al-anon.org
azlesanctuaryafg@gmail.com

Good N.E.W.S.

Living at Home Block Nurse Program

Our
Volunteers
Make a
Difference!

Yolunteer Caregiver
Training Classes

(lasses open to
public at no charge

Caregiver Volunteer Meeting
Ist Monday of
Each Month at 6pm

817-444-2300
412 Commerce St.

SERVOLUTION

LET'S START A COMMUNITY WIDE
REVOLUTION THROUGH SERVING.

Love God. Love People. Love Your City.
Dream Center open 9-3 M-F

11698 FM730 S. Azle
FOR QUESTIONS CALL:

833-4WE-SERV

servolutionnetwork.com

2023, at 20 and 63 respec-
tively. The older letters saw
more of a trend toward coats
and jeans while today shoes
and socks seem to be in de-
mand. While some 1980s
fashion has made a come-
back recently, with crop tops,
miniskirts, and neon pink
blasting back from the past,
big hair and stripes seem to
be staying behind.

NO. 4:

The verdict is out: dogs
rule, cats drool. Whether now
or then, pets, were the fourth
most popular item on Azle’s
wish list. Nine kids in 1983
asked for dogs, while three
asked for cats, bringing the
number of Santa requests for
pets to 12 or about 16 if you
count birds and horses.

Generation Alpha made
similar requests to Saint Nick,
asking for dogs 34 times and
cats 19. A few lizards, ham-
sters, Guinea pigs and other
animals, even an octopus,
made a showing as well. Cats
have improved their position
over time. Making up about
19% of pet requests in 1983,
they are at more than half
this year. There has also been
anoticeable increase in the
number of kids asking for
toys for their pets. This se-
cures pets the highly contest-
ed fourth-place spot in both
1983 and in 2023.

NO. 5:

Video games miraculously
both landed on the fifth-place
spot for 1983 and 2023, with
a third example showing that
kids are more aligned than
you might think, regardless
of when.

The 1983 count was 15
with Q-Bert, Pacman and the
Atari console being some of
the most asked for.

This year’s Santa letters
saw 53 students ask for video
games with 33 PlayStation
consoles, games or acces-
sories requested, mostly the
PS5, and 20 Nintendo con-
soles, games and accessories
requested, mostly Nintendo
Switches with Mario-related
items being particularly pop-
ular also.

NO. 6:

Care Bears were the sixth
most popular item for Azle’s
Gen Xers, while dolls were the
number six pick for 2023’s
second graders, at 10 and 29
respectively.

LOL (Lil Outrageous Littles)
Surprise! Dolls were the most
popular type of doll in this
year’s Santa letters, proving

ZACH FREEMAN | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

Photos from the 1983 editions of the Azle News Advertiser show off some popular fashion from Azle
students and Sears models at Ridgmar Mall.

that, along with the Cabbage
Patch Kids, ugly dolls

have been popular across
generations.

NO.7:

Toy vehicles, many remote
controlled, including cars,
trucks, planes and boats
made it into nine kid’s wish
listin 1983.

Stuffed animals grabbed
the number seven spot
this year with 28 requests,
Squishmallows being the
most popular type.

NO. 8:

Skates and watches tied for

Azle Deer/Coye>

S

3 ‘ ‘\WeddmgVe,r‘

D

Sanctuary‘

IThe Finish Line |

MEETS AT NOON
THURSDAY

412 Commerce St.
(across from Azle Post Office)

CLUB or
ORGANIZATION
meeting?

Only *125

for 52 weeks
of advertising

Call for details:

817-270-3340

1

Addiction wants to destroy
you & everyone around you.

With Jesus there
ig Victory over
addiction.

GET BACK IN
THE RACE!

Meetings held every Friday from
7:30pm-9:30pm at The Church at Azle
1801 S. Stewart ¢ Azle e 817-401-8513
www.ourfinishline.com

Optimist
Club of Azle

®
Meets every
FRIDAY at 6:45 am
Moe’s Country Kitchen
316 W. Main, Azle

eighth place with eight re-
quests each among the older
cohort.

Today’s kids instead opted
for tablets, at least 27 of
them, with most preferring
the iPad brand.

NO.9:

The number nine spot was
crowded. Balls of several
kinds, Star Wars (toys and
memorabilia), He-Man (toys
and memorabilia), dollhouses
and accessories, Hot Wheels
and racetracks, Poochie (toys
and memorabilia), and guns
(BB and otherwise) all tied

Perhaps Alcoholics Anonymous can HELP.

Daily meetings at Noon & 6:30 pm
Sunday at 3 pm

229 S. Stewart St.  Azle
817-332-3533

Floor School or Work
7:30 PM
THURSDAY NIGHT

Kenny Patrick- Worshipful Master
Chris Akers - Secretary
Clint Hall - Treasurer

for ninth place in 1983 with
seven Christmas appeals.

Virtual reality or VR head-
sets, bicycles, and Pokémon
(cards, plushies, games, and
memorabilia) all tied for
ninth place in the 2023 Santa
letters with 23.

HONORABLE MENTION:

From here on out, the list
becomes overcrowded with
ties, but among the 10th
place winners, G.I. Joe (toys
and memorabilia), Dukes of
Hazard (toys and memorabil-
ia) had six kids in 1983 that
were crazy about them.

PV . od R
A
seallakeviewrt
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gi?ellowshlp chureh 3y

.
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Meets 2nd TUESDAY 6:30 PM

412 Commerce, Azle
e-clubhouse.org/sites/azle_tk/

Jamie Westbrook - president

817-550-7625

L

EAGLE MOUNTAIN
PREGNANCY HELP CENTER

10328 Jacksboro Hwy
Fort Worth TX 76135
817-237-1819
www.emphc.org
Mon 12-6 pv Thurs 12-6 pm

SE Hapra Espanor




THURSDAY, January 4, 2024

tricountyreporter.com

Tri-County Reporter A5

Reno Council to review, vote on amended one-acre ordinance

MADELYN EDWARDS

springtownreporter@tricountyreporter.com

RENO — Yet again, Reno
City Council took a step
toward solidifying its one-
home-per-acre ordinance
following a contentious de-
bate at the Dec. 18 council
meeting.

Over a year ago, then-coun-
cil member Shelli Swift (now,
mayor pro tem) said at a city
council meeting that any
loopholes or contradictions
to the one-home-per-acre or-
dinance should be resolved,
but that pursuit did not come
to fruition. At the council
meeting Nov. 13, 2023, Swift
reiterated a similar argument
and proposed a solution to
make all incoming residential
zoning be platted on lots of
one acre or more, though she

Ordinance to include all
new subdivisions in city

mentioned some exceptions
like special use permits. Swift
specifically referred to a zon-
ing ordinance that may allow
for multiple homes per acre
as a contradiction to the one-
home-per-acre rule.

The meeting in November
ended with the council agree-
ing to meet for a workshop
on this topic, which occurred
prior to the council meet-
ing Dec. 18. When the topic
came up during the council
meeting, Swift asked how the
council was feeling about the
one-acre ordinance after dis-
cussing it in the workshop.

“I haven’t changed my
mind at all,” council mem-

ber Hernando Herrera said in
response.

Herrera said he supports
the one-acre rule because
that’s what the residents he
represents want.

“Until my constituents call
me and tell me that the ma-
jority of them have changed
their mind, I can’t change
mine,” he said. “We’ll find
out again in May when elec-
tions come back around.
Individuals that still want one
home per acre are going to
vote me into office again. If
they don’t, then they won't.”

Council member Joy
Jenkins also spoke in favor
of solidifying the one-acre

rule for not only residential
properties but also commer-
cial ones.

“Right now, we don’t have
infrastructure for a dense
population,” Jenkins said.
“Our water is sketchy, and we
do not have a sewer system.
So, I think until we get that
addressed, we have to go with
the one acre.”

Because Reno does not
have city sewer services,
residents must utilize septic
systems. These systems need
to be on one acre if the prop-
erty receives city water and
on two acres if the property
has a well, Parker County
Permitting Department
Director Rusty Brawner said
in a previous Tri-County
Reporter article.

Some residents at the coun-
cil meeting argued that lim-

iting lots to one acre was at
best redundant to the coun-
ty’s septic rule and at worst
destructive to Reno’s budget.

“To me, you are just killing
your city finances by stick-
ing your head in the sand and
saying never ever, ever,” Kim
White said to council.

In contrast, Reno resident
Ted Lyon said during the
meeting that one-acre lots
can make Reno unique.

Echoing Jenkins’ statement,
Swift said without city sewer
services, deviation from the
one-acre lot is not feasible.

“We have no sewer system,
and with no sewer system,
when you bring in all the five
units per acre, what are you
going to do with all the pot-
ty?” she said

Deputy Mayor Pro Tem
Jennifer Vogle advocated for

the city to create an updated
master plan with options that
would support the city’s bud-
get, but she understood why
lots less than an acre are cur-
rently not possible.

“We do have to consider
these things that limit the
budget, but for tonight, we
don’t have the sewer,” Vogle
said. “Parker County requires
one acre because of that.”

The council voted to direct
the city’s attorney to amend
the one-acre ordinance to
require all new subdivisions
in Reno to be platted on lots
that are at least one acre.
Vogle and council member
Tod Siedell abstained from
voting. The next step is for
the council to review the
amended ordinance and vote
onit.

Springtown recognizes National

MADELYN EDWARDS

springtownreporter@tricountyreporter.com

SPRINGTOWN — For more
than 50 years, National Blood
Donor Month has been rec-
ognized in the U.S. to thank
those who donate while en-
couraging more people to
give blood.

At the last city council
meeting, Springtown Mayor
Greg Hood proclaimed
January 2024 as National
Blood Donor Month in the
city.

“National Blood Donor
Month serves as an important
reminder to maintain a suf-
ficient blood supply through
volunteer donors,” Hood said
in the proclamation.

In 1969, Congress passed
Senate Joint Resolution
154 asking then President
Richard Nixon to proclaim

January 1970 as National
Blood Donor Month.

“Genuine concern for his
fellowman has always dis-
tinguished the American
citizen,” read Nixon'’s procla-
mation. “That concern finds
daily expression in countless
acts of voluntary service to
the less fortunate, the sick
and the injured. No manifes-
tation of this generosity of
spirit is more expressive, and
no gift more priceless in time
of personal crisis, than the
donation of one’s blood. The
voluntary blood donor truly
gives life itself.”

January is an ideal time
to promote donating
blood because, according
to the Association for the
Advancement of Blood and
Biotherapies, people general-
ly don’t donate as much dur-
ing winter. Holidays, weather

Spydc’g/af o
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as well as cold and flu season
can lead to lower donations
and a higher chance of blood
shortages.

“National Blood Donor
Month celebrates blood
donors during this critical
time and reminds people of
the importance of donating
blood,” the association’s web-
site states.

Donated blood benefits
a variety of medical pa-
tients, such as those expe-
riencing trauma, diagnosed
with cancer or giving birth.
According to the U.S. Blood
Donation Statistics and
Public Messaging Guide from
May 2022, blood transfusions
take place every two seconds,
and donations can save or im-
pact more than one life.

Yet, only about 3% of the
U.S. population gives blood
annually, according to the

guide. About 7 million people
gave blood in 2019.

The number of U.S. donors
has been declining, according
to anews release in honor of
National Blood Donor Month
on the American Red Cross’
website, and new or returning
donors are needed.

“We are grateful to those
who generously roll up
a sleeve for patients in
need,” American Red Cross
Biomedical Services President
Chris Hrouda said in the
news release. “Even as we
see the donor base decline,
the American Red Cross rec-
ognizes and celebrates our
dedicated blood and plate-
let donors who are giving
more often today than past
decades. This National Blood
Donor Month, please join
us in our mission that truly
helps save lives.”

To sweeten the deal, those
who donate blood with
the American Red Cross in
January 2024 will be entered
to win tickets and accom-
modations for Super Bowl
LVIII in Las Vegas. To donate
blood, visit https://www.

Blood Donor Month in January

redcrossblood.org/give.html/
drive-results?order=DATE&ra
nge=10&zipSponsor=76082.
People can also donate to
Carter BloodCare, which has
mobile drives as well: https://
ww2.greatpartners.org/
donor/schedules/zip.

MADELYN EDWARDS | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER
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Mayor Greg Hood presents his proclamation declaring January 2024
as National Blood Donor Month in Springtown to Carter BloodCare

representative Colleen Horan.
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V PARK & STORAGE

1515 E. Hwy 199,
Springtown, TX 76082

\

We are a gated community with
RV & Self Storage units.
Our RV park is safe, clean and
convenient, with great amenities.

ALL UTILITIES INCLUDED

Amenities include Laundry
Facility, Playground, Dog Park,
Fire Pit, and Pool with the
Community Spirit!
COVERED SITES,
PULL-THROUGH
AND BACK-IN
Rates start at $550/Month

Call today for more information!
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The team at Southwestern Comfort Air & Heat are ready to keep you cool this summer.

Southwestern

enny Bat

L--------- J

es, owner

\81 7-583-5372)

HOPWOOD’S

Tax Service & More, LLC

e e Mpved/

109 E. 1st St., Springtown
ON THE SQUARE

817-220-7200

FOR APPOINTMENT

e All Type of Income Taxes

e Small Business Bookkeeping
e W2’s & 1099 Preparation

e Quarterly Taxes ¢ Notary

¢ 18 years in Springtown

Bank Products Available

Family owned and operated
Donna Hopwood &
Debi Matthews

Comfort Air & Heat

Kenny Bates, owner and operator at
Southwestern Comfort Air and Heat, has
been working as a Texas HVAC profes-
sional for over 30 years and has served the
Azle area for 20 of those years.

Southwestern Comfort Air and Heat has
a team of technicians that bring almost 70
years of experience to help their customers.

Holly Chesney and Vickie Barry over-
see the office and ensure that customers
are promptly scheduled for estimates and
service.

All of our HVAC technicians are Texas
registered and certified. They will work to
ensure that your heating and cooling needs
are taken care of no matter the season.

Southwestern Comfort Air and Heat is a
veteran-owned business that provides qual-
ity workmanship in all repairs, maintenance
and installation.

They are part of the Better Business Bu-
reau award program. All of Southwestern
Comfort Air and Heat’s technicians are
background checked for the protection of
customers and the community.

Southwestern Comfort Air and Heat of-
fers discounts for veterans and first respond-

ers. You can get a free quote and discuss
financing options over the phone.

“When you call our business, you will
speak to an actual person each and every
time,” said Bates.

Southwestern Comfort Air and Heat of-
fers same day service in most cases and
emergency services are available 24/7. You
can also sign up for one of their mainte-
nance plans to help extend the life of your
system.

The local heating and air company offers
products from Goodman, Lennox, Trane,
Rheem and American Standard. Whether
you need installation, HVAC repairs or
maintenance or retrofitting, Southwestern
Comfort Air and Heat offers competitive
prices and quality is guaranteed. Manufac-
turer warranties are available.

Southwestern Comfort Air and Heat is
located at 11345 FM 730 N in Azle, and
they are open Monday through Friday, 8
a.m. to 5 p.m., and they also take special
appointments and emergency calls 24/7.

For more information or to schedule an
appointment, call 817-696-6421.
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For First Responders,
Veterans, Military

Full Services For You:

1040 * 1120 » 1120S * 1065 * 941

Filing e Consultation
Preparation e Extensions
Tax Professional e Notary Public

Personal & Business
Extensions Filed at No Charge

Reliable
¢R» YearRound

3%, . 3%  TAXSERVICES

Our Prices Won'’t Be Beat!
1355 NW Parkway, Ste. 104
817-270-2574
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William Boehm, Sr.
1941-2023

OBITUARIES

Dee Dean
1964-2023

Mary Jackson
1941-2023

William M. Boehm, Sr.
passed away peacefully
Monday, Dec. 11, 2023.

He was born in Hollywood,
Florida Feb. 14, 1941, to
James Alfred Boehm and
Mary June (Michel) Boehm.

William served as a cook in
the Air Force from 1958 to
1965 and married the love of
his life, his wife, Jeanie LaDell
Robinson, June 1, 1960; they
were married for 63 years at
the time of his passing.

He was president of the
Fort Worth Gun Club and one
of his favorite hobbies was
sewing.

He is preceded in death
by his father, James A. (Doc)
Boehm Jr.; mother, Mary June
Boehm; brother John Boehm;
and sister, Nancy Boehm.

William is survived by his
wife, Jeanie LaDell Boehm;
brother, Jim Boehm; son,
William M. Boehm Jr.; son,

Al Boehm; daughter, Betsy
Urbanek and her husband
Todd; daughter, Lauren
Lynch and her husband Tim;
grandchildren, Jennifer and

husband Josh, TJ and his wife
Meagan, Michel and his wife
Jasmin, Alexandra and her
husband Andrew, James and
his wife Kylie, Ashley and her
husband Paul, Leslee and her
husband Nick, and Megan;
great-grandkids, Luc, Roland,
Rex, Bradleigh, Cannon,
Knox, William, Wyatt, Raylon
and Annelyse, Alivia, Emily,
and Sophia; and great-great-
grandchild, Posie.

The Tri-County Reporter,
Thursday Jan 4, 2024

Thomas Fife
1953-2023

Thomas Fife, age 70,
passed away peacefully Dec.
20, 2023. He is survived by
his wife of 30 years, Sue; his
daughters Michelle Forcina
(Steve), Cori Fife and fiancé
Ramsey, and Lindsey Fife.
He had 10 wonderful grand-
children. He will be deeply
missed.

The Tri-County Reporter,
Thursday Jan 4, 2024

Mary Graham
1943-2023

Mary Nell Graham, 80,
passed away with family by
her side, Wednesday, Dec. 27,
2023, in Springtown.

A graveside service was
held at 2 p.m., Tuesday,

Jan. 2, in Jaybird Cemetery,
Springtown.

Interment is at Jaybird
Cemetery, Springtown.

Mary was born Nov. 12,
1943, in Springtown, to
Orland Wesley Williams and
Audrey Dodd Williams.

Mary attended Springtown
schools and worked for the
city of Floydada and Kent
Cadillac. She attended the

Mercy Culture Church, where,
over the years, Mary touched
many lives, and she will be
missed by all who knew her.

She was preceded in death
by her parents and her sister,
Sandra Browning.

Mary is survived by her
children, Julie Lynn Duke
and Randy Leon of Floydada;
Samuel Keith Brawley and
Jacqulin of Lake Worth; and
Michael Chuck Clay and
Trisha of Shallowater.

The Tri-County Reporter,
Thursday Jan 4, 2024

Dee Wayne Dean, 59,
passed away and went to
be with the Lord on Dec. 19,
2023, with his wife, Mary, by
his side.

Visitation was from 11 a.m.
to 1 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 28,
at Biggers Funeral Home.
Service followed at 1 p.m.
Thursday, Dec. 28, in Biggers
Funeral Chapel. Interment is
at Ash Creek Cemetery, 310
South Stewart Street, Azle.

Dee was first and fore-
most a born-again follower
of Christ Jesus. His natural
life began when he was born
March 9, 1964 to Odis and
Patricia Dean in Fort Worth.

He was married to Mary
(Marget) Dean Dec. 11, 1999,
and they shared 24 years
of marriage together. Dee
worked for the Fort Worth
City Street Department. When
he was not working, he spent
his time in fruitful ministry
by feeding the homeless and
sharing the Gospel message
of Christ. His devotion to
Christ was the defining char-
acteristic of his personality.

Outside work and ministry,
Dee enjoyed making others
laugh and spending qual-
ity time with his wife and six
children.

He was preceded in death

Evelyn

by his parents, Odis and
Patricia Dean; and his grand-
daughter, Leah Dean.

He is survived by his wife,
Mary; son, Matthew Dean
and wife, Kaley; son, Dalton
Dean and wife, Sierrah;
son, Chandler Dean; daugh-
ter, Carlisle Dean; daugh-
ter, Carson Dean; son, Clay
Dean; grandsons, John Dean,
Nathan Dean and Kutter
Dean; granddaughters,
Abigail Dean, Shiloh Dean,
and Dawsyn Dean,; brother,
Jack Dean; and sister, Attavia
(Dean) Cross.

He was very loved and will
be missed by all who loved
him.

The Tri-County Reporter,
Thursday Jan 4, 2024

Teal

1939-2023

Evelyn Louise Teal, beloved
mother and grandmother,
peacefully passed away
Friday, Dec. 29, 2023.

A graveside service was
held at 11 a.m., Thursday,
Jan. 4, at Aurora Cemetery in
Aurora.

Evelyn was born Jan. 5,
1939, to Samuel and Daphne
Schooler in Fort Worth, and
was a long-time resident of
Springtown.

She is preceded in death
by her husband of 57 years,
J.L. (Red) Teal Jr., her son
Sammy and daughter-in-law
Donna, son Richard, son-in-
law Eddie, and grandchildren
Freddie and Katrina.

She is survived by her
daughters Ann Eustace (Fred)
and Lisa White, and daugh-

ter-in- law, Dana, all of Fort
Worth; 12 grandchildren; 27
great-grandchildren; and four
great-great-grandchildren.

The Tri-County Reporter,
Thursday Jan 4, 2024
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Mary Frances (Hale)
Jackson, 82, went home to
be with the Lord Thursday,
Dec. 21, 2023 in Springtown.
Graveside service was at
noon Thursday, Dec. 28, at
Wilson Prairie Cemetery in
Paradise.

She was born July 14, 1941
in Decatur to Wiley Ward and
Nannie Lou (Lewis) Hale.

Mary was very creative and
loved to paint.

Her parents preceded her
in death along with her love,
Jerry Jackson; son, Randall
Brooks; brothers, Eddie
Raymond Hale, Charles Hale
and James (Jabo) Hale; and
sister, Hazel Sherwood.

She is survived by her chil-
dren, Ricky Jackson, Rhonda
Horner and Reda Henry and
husband, Tony; sisters, Ann
Miles and husband, K.C.,
Betty Bently and husband,
Davis, Nancy Withers and
husband, Travis and brother
Dale Hale and wife, Hattie;
grandchildren, Cody Watts
and wife, Amanda, Kyle
Brooks, Emily Kate Brooks,
Chasity Ramsey, Tony Henry

Jr. and wife, Sophie, Casey
Henry and partner, Jeff
Curtis, Randiann Cowden
and husband Chase, Jeff
Horner and wife Monica, Shae
Schmidlkofer and husband
Derek ; great-grandchil-
dren, Caydence, Cambree,
Rylin, Ruben, Jackson, Jacey,
Scarlett, Serenity, Kaspin,
Blakely, Kennedi, Rori,
Easton, and Brody ; extend-
ed family and friends, all of
whom will miss her dearly.

The Tri-County Reporter,
Thursday Jan 4, 2024

Bos's BASEBALL TOURS

See MLB games in Cincinnati, Detroit, Cleveland,
Pittsburgh, Toronto, Boston & NY Yankees. Visit Baseball,
Hockey, Basketball, Pro Football and Rock & Roll Halls of
Fame. Guided Tour of Manhattan.

August 2-12, 2024 $3,500/person based on double hotel occupancy
Quality motor coach, hotels & game tickets.

Also offering Arizona/Grand Canyon Spring Training
Tour & New York/New England Fall Foliage Tour in "24!

Free Brochure: Call or Text 507-217-1326

White's funeral Homes

Our family serving your family since 1908

Bob White,
Anita White &
Zack Bellenger

e Full Service
Funeral Home

¢ Cremation
Services

e Pre-Need
Plans

Azle * Springtown ® Mineral Wells ® Weatherford
817-444-3211 » www.whitesfuneral.com

You’re not alone.

If you or someone you know is considering
suicide, please contact the

National Suicide Prevention Hotline

a : FUNERAL m CHAPEL : g

817-594-2747 + rax 817-596-7803

James R. Plowman
Norma Plowman

o plrce dr obituary
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Call 817-270-3340

1-800-273-TALK (8255)

text “STRENGTH’

Crisis Text Line at 741-741

or go to SuicidePreventio

... ATTEND THE CHURCH OF YOUR CHOICE THIS SUNDAY

THE ABBEY CHURCH
Pastor: Paul Brownback
10400 Jacksboro Hwy 817-238-1404
www.TheAbbeyChurch.com
Morning Worship..........ccccevvvennne 10:30 Am
Community Groups............... Various Times
ASH CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor: Dr. G. Wesley Shotwell
300 South Stewart St. 817-444-3219
www.ashcreekbc.org
Sunday School...........ccoeoevieiiininene. 9:30 Am
Contemporary Worship-TMP ......... 10:45 am
Traditional Worship
Evening Worship/Youth Refuge........ 6:00 pm
Wednesday Evening...........ccoevevnee 6:15 Pm
AZLE FIRST ASSEMBLY of GOD
Rev. Joshua Lowrance
1020 S.E. Parkway, Azle 817-237-4903
Sunday School...........ccccoeveeinnnenne. 9:30 Am
Morning Worship................. ..10:30 Am
Wednesday Evening..........c.ccccoevuee. 7:00 pm
COMMUNITY BIBLE FELLOWSHIP CHURCH
Pastor - Alton Davis 817-521-4510
1405 Reynolds Rd., Azle 817-444-7117
Directions: 730 N. to 1542 .5 mi. right
on Cardinal, left on Reynolds

Sunday School..........cccccoeovienninencne. 9:45 am
Morning Worship................. ..11:00 Am
Sunday EVening.........cccceevvvvriririnne 6:00 pm
Wednesday Evening..........cccccceueee. 7:00 pPm

> to the

nLifeline.org

913 N. Elm St.
Weatherford, TX 76086 |g

www.galbreaithpickard.com

1-800-593-2747

or email us at:
info@tricountyreporter.com

a\)“

AZLE CHRISTIAN CHURCH
DISCIPLES OF CHRIST
Interim Minister Rev. Russell Clark,
Family Life Minister Emerson Braun
117 Church St. e 817-444-3527
Sunday School..........cccoeveevvvevenene. 10:00 am
Morning Worship
CORNERSTONE COMMUNITY CHURCH
2233 Hwy 199 E., Springtown
817-221-LIFE (5433)

Sunday Worship Service ............... 10:00 am
Wednesday........cccoeeeevveeveenevienennns 7:00 pm
CROSSROADS BAPTIST CHURCH

Pastor - Jon Baker
Corner FM 730S & FM 1886 817-755-0279

Transportation Available
Worship Service.........ccoceceevreruenene. 10:30 am
Wed. Prayer Service.............ccenn.e. 7:00 pm

THE EDGE CHURCH - AZLE
1313 S.E. Pkwy, Azle 817-237-4822
Missouri Synod
“Love God - Serve Others - Share Jesus”
Traditional Worship ...........ccceeueeee. 9:30 am
Contemporary Worship.................. 11:00 am
FIRST METHODIST CHURCH OF AZLE
Pastor: Rev. Raymond Gilman

200 Church St., Azle 817-444-3323
Morn. Worship ............... 8:30,9:45 & 11 am
Sunday School...........ccccveunee 9:45& 11 am

Youth (UMYF)....5:00 pv Sun & 6:30 pv Wed

GRACEPOINTE CHURCH
4110 E. Hwy 199, Springtown

Pastor: Timothy McKeown
817-221-5683 gracepointeshc.org

Sunday School...........cccceveveveverennne 9:45 am

Wednesday Bible Study .................. 6:00 pm

HOLY TRINITY CATHOLIC CHURCH
800 Highcrest Dr. - Azle 817-444-3063

Saturday.......cccoeveevveeeeieeceseen 5:00 pm
SUNAAY ..o 9:00 am
SUNAAY ... 11 am (Spanish)
Daily Mass (M, T, Th, F) .....cooevvrenenee 8:00 am
Wednesday Mass Religious ED ....... 6:30 pm
Confessions........ccceevvveeeeeeererernen Sat 4 pm

HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH ELCA
4795 E. Hwy 199 - Reno 817-221-HOPE
Follow us on Facebook for streaming services
Sunday School..........cccceeriiicnnes 9:00 Am
Traditional Service ..........cccevueeeee. 10:00 am
SOLID ROCK BIBLE CHURCH
591 S. Reno Rd, , Springtown, Texas 76082
Pastor - Bill Gay - 817-304-7443

Coffee and Donuts.........ccceevevneee. 9:00 am
Sunday School...........
Morning Worship

Children’s Church After Music Service
Wed. Prayer Meeting...........ccccuvvenee 6:30 Pm
Wed. Bible Study..........ccceurrrrrnnneeee. 7:00 pm

LEGACY CHURCH
Assembly of God Church
Pastor: Gary D. Veazey
Hwy. 199 & Jaybird Lane 817-221-2983

Morning Worship................ 9:15 & 11:00 am
Kidz Zone......ccccvevvnnnne. 9:15 & 11:00 Am
Weds Evening Legacy Group Legacy Youth, Kids
All SEIVICES....covevereveerereierereiererenns 7:00 pm

THE RANCH CHRISTIAN COWBOY CHURCH
Pastor: Greg Slankard
7955 Reed Rd., Azle 682-327-7082
www.TheRanchGCC.org
Sunday School 9:30 am ® Worship 10:00 am
Weds 7:00 pm e Thurs Potluck 6:30 pm
SILVER CREEK METHODIST CHURCH
Pastor: Bill Killough
2200 Church Rd., Azle 817-444-1382
www.silvercreekmc.org
Sunday School 9:30 am ® Worship 10:30 am
SILVER CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor: Jay Ditty
Minister of Music: David Musick
Corner FM 730 S. & Veal Station Rd.
Church 817-444-2325

www.silvercreekbc.org
Sunday School...........ccceeeeeennnnn 9:45 mm
Morning Worship..........ccceeuvrennnne 10:50 Am
Evening Worship .......ccccevvvvicvrennnnn 6:00 Pm
Wed. Prayer Service............ccceueuneee. 7:00 pm

THE WORD@LAKESIDE CHURCH OF GOD
9396 FM 1886 Fort Worth, TX 76135
817-237-5500
thewordatlakeside.com
Pastors: Brandon and Kelly Bohannon
Worship Pastor: Christen Moody
Family Life and Young Adult Pastors: Jodie
and Mark James, Kids Pastor: Katie Pearson,
Student Pastors: Taylor and Sheridan
Tomlin, Creative Directors: Logan and Carrie
Edwards, Connections Goordinators:
Preston and Ashley Larrew

Equip Sunday School

atthe WORD .........cccccuevercrienne. 9:30 AM
Empower Worship

atthe WORD .........cccccevrveucnennne. 10:45 AM
Kids at the WORD...... 10:45AM
PreK at the WORD 10:45 AM
Emanate at the WORD

(Special Needs Ministry) ............ 10:45 AM
Nursery at the WORD.................. 10:45 AM
Young Adults at the WORD .......... 6:00 PM
Wednesdays

Adult Bible Class.............cccceveeeee 7:00 PM
The WORD Students

(6th-12th grades)..........cccevvnnee. 6:30 PM
Awana Kids at the WORD ............ 6:30 PM

Life at the WORD Life Groups Various Times

A church alive is worth the drive! For more information or rates on listing your church, call Jessica at 817-270-3340
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Lucita Brannon
1953-2023

Lucita Deann (Lemaster)
Brannon, 70, went home to be
with the Lord Thursday, Dec.
28,2023, at home, surround-
ed by those that love her.

Funeral service will be held
at New Hope Church Friday,
Jan. 5 at 2 p.m. with inter-
ment to follow at New Hope
Cemetery.

Lucita was born Feb.
15,1953, in Osage, lowa
to Darrell D. and Mary L.
(Goodwin) Lemaster. They
both preceded her in death,
along with one brother, Brian
Lemaster.

At the age of 5, her fam-
ily moved to Texas. She at-
tended Haltom High School
and graduated in 1971. She
then attended Harris Hospital
Vocational Nursing School
in 1972 and Tarrant County
College.

She worked for Dr. John
Mackenzie, MD in the OB-
GYN office from 1973 to
1983.

On May 5, 1983, she mar-
ried Ronald Brannon.

Later, she was the Director
of Lighthouse Christian
Academy, formerly Lake
Worth Methodist Pre-School,
for six years, an office man-
ager/nurse for JPS Hospital
Lifespan Clinic for six years, a
nurse for Educate, caring for
ICF home clients, mentally
and physically challenged for
seven years, and was active
in going to Austin to petition
for Medicaid for patients.

She had love for children
and was a foster parent for
eight years and fostered 30
children.

Lucita was involved in the
Camp Fire Boys and Girls

Club where she was awarded
the WAKEN Blue Bird Award
during the involvement of her
sons when they were young.
She shared leadership with
many true friends/moms

in the largest groups in the
system, which was possible
by every mom involved and
who traveled to Austin for

a Resolution for their group
presented by Sue Palmer,
State House Representative.

She was an Azle Elite for 40
years.

Lucita is survived by her
loving and devoted husband,
Ronald Brannon; children,
Russell Brannon and wife,
Staci, Katherine Brannon
and husband Gage, Charles
Brannon and wife, Christine,
Alicia Brannon and Michael
McKenzie; brothers, Donald
Lemaster and wife, Andree
and Tom Lemaster and wife,
Dianna; grandchildren, Kaleb,
Kade, Korbin, Knox, Emma
and Kasey; extended family
and many friends.

The Tri-County Reporter,
Thursday Jan 4, 2024

To place an obituary —~ * 4
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Protect your family from carbon
monoxide poisoning

STAFF REPORTS

Carbon monoxide is an
invisible, odorless gas that
can be fatal. It forms when
fuels like gasoline, natural
gas, propane, wood, charcoal
and kerosene do not burn
completely. Breathing car-
bon monoxide can deprive
the body of oxygen, and may
lead to illness, unconscious-
ness and death.

How do I know?

Carbon monoxide alarms
are the only way to know if
the deadly gas is present in
your home. It is recommend-
ed that all residents with
fuel-burning appliances or

indoor equipment install car-

bon monoxide alarms near
all sleeping areas in their
home to alert them of the
presence of carbon monox-
ide. Install a carbon mon-
oxide alarm on each floor of
your home and outside of
each bedroom. Install new
batteries as per manufactur-
er’s instructions and replace
alarms every five years, as
the sensors degrade.

HOW CAN I STAY SAFE?

Never use portable genera-
tors, charcoal or gas grills,
gas or propane powered
pressure washers, saws or
other fuel-powered equip-
ment inside your home,

garage, carport, basement
or other enclosed spaces.
Opening windows and doors
and operating fans is not
enough to prevent buildup
of carbon monoxide ina
home.

- Install a carbon monox-
ide alarm on each floor of
your home and outside of
each bedroom.

- Make sure the exhaust
pipe on your standby
generator is pointing away
from the house.

- Place portable generators
at least 20 feet from the
house.

- Make sure gas dryer vents
and automobile tail pipes
are not plugged up with
SNOW.

- Have your heating sys-
tems, chimney flues, gas
appliances, wood stoves
and generators checked
every year, and cleaned
and serviced as needed by
qualified heating/appliance
contractors.

SAFETY TIPS

- Have your home heating
systems (including chim-
neys and vents) inspected
and serviced annually by a
trained service technician.
- Never bring a charcoal
grill into the house for
heating or cooking. Do not

barbecue in the garage.

- Never use a gas range or
oven for heating.

- Open the fireplace damp-
er before lighting a fire and
keep it open until the ashes
are cool. An open damper
may help prevent build-up
of poisonous gases inside
the home.

- Install battery-operated
carbon monoxide alarms

or carbon monoxide alarms
with battery backup on
every level of the home

and outside sleeping areas.
Interconnected carbon mon-
oxide alarms are best; when
one sounds, they all sound.

Know the symptoms of
carbon monoxide poison-
ing: headache, dizziness,
weakness, nausea, vomiting,
sleepiness and confusion. If
you suspect carbon monox-
ide poisoning, get outside to
fresh air immediately, and
then call 911.

Because carbon monoxide
is odorless, colorless and
otherwise undetectable to
the human senses, people
may not know they are being
exposed. The initial symp-
toms of low to moderate car-
bon monoxide poisoning are
similar to the flu (but with-
out the fever). They include:

- Headache

- Fatigue

- Shortness of breath
- Nausea

- Dizziness

High level carbon mon-
oxide poisoning results in
progressively more severe
symptoms, including:

- Mental confusion

- Vomiting

- Loss of muscular coordi-
nation

- Loss of consciousness

- Ultimate death

Symptom severity is relat-
ed to both the carbon mon-
oxide level and the duration
of exposure. For slowly de-
veloping residential carbon
monoxide problems, occu-
pants and/or physicians can
mistake mild to moderate
carbon monoxide poisoning
symptoms for the flu, which
sometimes results in tragic
deaths.

For rapidly developing,
high level carbon monoxide
exposures (e.g., associated
with use of generators in
residential spaces), victims
can rapidly become men-
tally confused, and can lose
muscle control without hav-
ing first experienced milder
symptoms; they will likely
die if not rescued.

Older Adult Safety

SUBMITTED ITEM

It is important for older
consumers to understand
and take precautions
against the risks associated
with consumer products
and activities performed
during their daily lives.
Hundreds of thousands of
seniors aged 65 and older
are treated in hospital emer-
gency rooms each year due
to injuries associated with
consumer products. Falls

are the leading cause of
both deaths and injuries
in this age group. Fires are
another top cause of deaths
among seniors.

Although many injuries
to seniors result from haz-
ards that are easy to over-
look, there is an easy fix. By
spotting hazards and taking

simple steps to correct them,

you can prevent injuries to
yourself or visitors to your
home.

TO PREVENT FALLS:

- Make sure stairs and other areas in the home are well-lit.
- Install handrails and remove tripping hazards like area

rugs.

TO ADDRESS THE RISK OF FIRES:

- Use carbon monoxide and smoke alarms.

- Install a smoke alarm in every bedroom, outside every
sleeping area, and on every floor of the home.

- Install a carbon monoxide alarm outside of sleeping

areas.

- Carefully use and maintain space heaters, fireplaces,
and all fuel-burning appliances.

WE BU

Both non-producing and producing
including Non-Participating Royalty Interest (NPRI)

Provide us your desired price for an offer evaluation.

CALL TODAY: 806.620.1422

OIL, GAS, &
MINERAL RIGHTS

LOBO MINERALS, LLC

PO Box 1800 « Lubbock, TX 79408-1800
LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com

Tom Samples
Pest Control

YOUR COMPLETE
PEST CONTROL SERVICE

817-915-2470

www.tomsamplespestcontrol.com

BisT

BEST
“AZLE

006000

Ms. Fairy Doguother

It's never too late to have the dog of your dreams!

e Private Dog Training

e Custom Pet Sitting

www.msfairydogmother.
ann@msfairydogmother.net

net

Ann Coffey @ 817-668-6229

NEED EXTRA CASH !!! ?22?

LAW OFFICE OF BRYAN WEAVER

Serving the community that has served my family for three generations
General Civil Practice
The Lawyer who makes house calls

Evening'& Weekend appointments available
We are open, much can be done electronically.
Now is the time to work on your estate plan.

BWeaverlegal.com « 817-901-9255

Principal office in Azle, Texas

LEGAL NOTICE

Application has been made with the
Texas Alcoholic Beverage Commission
for a Wine and Malt Beverage Retailers
off-premise Permit (BQ) by FARMERS
MINI MARKET LLC located at 402 S Ash
St. Springtown TX 76082. Owner/Man-
ager of LLC is Catherine R Diaz.

1 BUY RVs &
MOBILE HOMES

Travel Trailers « 5th Wheels
Goosenecks « Bumper Pulls

m In Any Area!!! Any Condition!!! ml

Old/New !!!  Dirty or Clean !!!

I PAY CASH 956-466-7001
No Title — No Problem — We Can Apply For One
ANR Enterprises

NOTICE OF DEADLINE TO FILE APPLICATIONS

FOR PLACE ON THE BALLOT (AVISO DE FECHA

LIMITE PARA PRESENTAR SOLICITUDES PARA
UN LUGAR EN LA BOLETA)

Notice is hereby given that applications for a place on the City of Sanctuary
Regular Election ballot for May 4, 2024 may be filed during the following
time (Se da aviso por la presente que las solicitudes para un lugar en la bo-
lete de la Eleccion Regular de City of Sanctuary se pueden presenter durante

el siguiente horario):

Mayor Mark Sommers - 2 Year Term
Alderman Place 2 - Gil Valdez - 2 Year Term
Alderman Place 4 - Nancy Cozad - 2 Year Term
Filing Dates (Fechas y Horario para Entregar Solicitudes):
Start Date: January 17, 2024
End Date: February 16, 2024, 5 p.m.

Those wishing to place their names on the ballot must contact the City Secre-
tary at 817-221-6016 for a Candidates Application (CityOfSanctuaryTX@yahoo.
com.) The first day to file for a place on the ballot is January 17, 2024, and the i

Now Hiring
Part-time
Photographer

The Tri-County Reporter is
seeking a part-time photographer
to shoot sports and other school-
based events. Applicant must have
their own equipment and a working
knowledge of photography. Salary is
negotiable. Assignments will be three
or four events per week. To apply
email publisher@tricountyreporter.
com. No phone calls please.

@
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last day to file for a place on the ballot is February 16, 2024, 5 p.m. Address to v !

mail applications for a place on the ballot (Direccion a domed enviar las solici-
tudes para un lugar an la bolenta en caso de presenter por corer):

City of Sanctuary, P. 0. Box 125, Azle, TX 76098-0125
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TOP TEN

FROM PAGE A1

editions of The Tri-County
Reporter as well as the 44
combined issues of the
Azle News and Springtown
Epigraph that were released
in 2023. As a result, this re-
porter found no less than 85
newsworthy topics that could
be included on a top 10 list.
With all the news that oc-
curred in 2023, making a
top 10 list of most impact-
ful news stories is a daunting
task, so it’s a good thing our
staff has never been afraid of
hard work. As we step a toe
into 2024, let’s go down the
2023 memory lane.

HONORABLE MENTIONS
These are a few noteworthy
happenings that didn’t make
the cut for our 2023 Top 10
news stories, but they are im-
portant enough to remember.

FREAK ACCIDENTS,
WEIRD NEWS

No one probably had dead
fish in Azle’s Shady Grove
Park on their 2023 bingo
card, but that’s exactly what
was discovered Aug. 21.
Reporter Zach Freeman wrote
in his article that multiple
kinds of dead fish, like drum,
shad, perch, monster catfish,
bass and carp, came to rest
on the Eagle Mountain Lake
shores and theorized that
the incident was connected
to low oxygen levels. Testing
found the oxygen levels to be
normal, but Tarrant Regional
Water District officials said
several factors can lead to
sudden changes in oxygen
levels.

Freeman also covered the
strange seven-car wreck at
Azle’s Albertsons in October.
He reported that the driver
of ared Dodge Ram 2500
backed into a blue Mazda and
then sped forward to crash
into other parked vehicles.
This caused a collision be-
tween the parked cars, and an
older man was thrown into
another vehicle. At the time,
police determined that the
incident was accidental, not
intentional.

GIRL POWER

Springtown girls can do
anything they set their minds
to, including join Scouts BSA
Troop 22G or get aleg up
on their careers in business.
In March at the Springtown
Area Chamber of Commerce
awards gala, author and
speaker Carrie Wilkerson an-
nounced that a scholarship
for female Springtown High
School graduates pursuing
business careers would be
named after Chamber Board
Second Vice President Mary
Harms.

In June, Springtown’s BSA
troop for girls gained its first
members — Arieyl Snyder
and Elizabeth Stegman-
Salinas — who transitioned
from Cub Scouts Pack 22 to
Troop 22G. Currently, the
troop is the only one for girls
in Springtown.

“It makes me feel like girls
can do anything boys can,”

Arieyl said about being able
to start a new troop for girls.

GIVING AZLE SOMETHING
TO TALK ABOUT

In September, Azle com-
munity leaders launched an
initiative to bring the com-
munity together and pre-
vent violence and radicalism
called “Let’s Talk Azle.” The
program started off by giving
people tips on having good
interactions with others and
talking peacefully about dif-
ficult topics.

“We’re having lots and
lots of new people com-
ing to town,” Ash Creek
Baptist Church pastor Wesley
Shotwell said about the rea-
soning for the initiative. “The
upshot of that is we are no
longer going to be an upper
middle class, white conserva-
tive community. People are
coming to our town. Can’t
we be good neighbors and
remind ourselves to love our
neighbor like Jesus said?”

SPRINGTOWN,
EVENTS CITY

There were plenty of first-
time events that took place
in 2023 in both Azle and
Springtown, but the city of
Springtown’s efforts to step
up its events programming
really stood out. Not only did
city staff continue to host its
Easter and Christmas activi-
ties, but they also added a 5K
benefiting the animal shelter
in the spring, a job fair in the
summer and a Halloween
event in the fall.

Springtown city staff also
enhanced the Veterans Day
event by adding a parade.

“While we respect those
who gave the ultimate sac-
rifice, we must celebrate
those who came back home
and we must celebrate those
who continue to serve and
we must celebrate those
who come back suffer-
ing from PTSD and other
service-related injuries,” City
Administrator David Miller
said during a city council
meeting about Veterans Day.
“They deserve a celebration.
So, we will look at making
that more of a celebratory
service and event as opposed
to the solemn service that
we've done in the past.”

TROUBLE AT TRI-COUNTY
ELECTRIC

Tri-County Electric
Cooperative began the
search for a new CEO after
executive Darryl Schriver
was placed on administra-
tive leave. According to Zach
Freeman’s late August article,
the cooperative’s member-
owners complained about a
lack of transparency and that
Schriver cut off communica-
tion between the board of
directors and member-own-
ers. Freeman’s article also
documents other accusations
against Shriver, such as poor
relations with member-own-
ers and employees as well as
nepotism.

Schriver claimed he was
wrongfully terminated and
defamed by the board of di-
rectors. In August, he filed
a petition for depositions of

Hoc1p

INSURANCE

GROUP
817-444-6389 10 Hos

“OUR BEST POLICY IS PERSONAL SERVICE”
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HOGLEINSURANCE.COM
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Germania
AUTHORIZED AGENT

FOREMOST
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Thank you for voting us
Best Insurance Ageney, 202 |

HOME « AUTO « FARM s LIFE

BURTNETT

URANCE x

81 7-220-7682

Protecting Texans, Prioritizing customer service

Kaye Burtnett & Vanessa Roberson

905 E. Hwy. 199 Springtown, TX 76082
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Educator and Springtown’s Santa Claus William“Bill” Foster died in
April atage 78 after dealing with heartissues.

FILE PHOTO

Longtime Azle Police Sgt. Bob Spohn died in January at 57 years
old shortly after retiring from the department where he dedicated

almost 35 years of service.

all the board members and
denied an accusation that

he had misused a company
credit card or mishandled
company finances. Schriver
also accused the board of
directors of misconduct in
the legal filing. According

to Parker County’s website,
the original lawsuit was dis-
posed, but Schriver filed an-
other one that has yet to be
resolved against the coopera-
tive, its board and its chief fi-
nancial officer/vice president
of finance.

NO. 10 — IN MEMORIAM
OF AZLE POLICE SERGEANT,
SPRINGTOWN SANTA

Every edition of The Tri-
County Reporter usually in-
cludes obituaries for people
in the Azle and Springtown
area who have died. Our pag-
es remember them all, but es-
pecially those who had a big
impact on the community.

Longtime Azle Police Sgt.
Bob Spohn died in January
2023 at 57 years old shortly
after retiring from the de-
partment where he dedicated
almost 35 years of service.
Spohn was also an Air Force
veteran.

“He loved this department
with all his heart and gave
us all he could,” APD Chief
Ben Hall said about Spohn’s
death in an Azle News article.
“While he left to retire a few
weeks ago, he was still well

connected and will forever
be part of this PD and city
family.”

Before he died, Spohn ex-
pressed pride in being part
of starting initiatives regard-
ing counseling and domestic
violence.

“The thing I always enjoyed
about Azle was the fact that
I actually got to know people
in the community,” he told
the Azle News. “Imade a lot
of friends.”

In April, Springtown lost
its Santa Claus when William
“Bill” Foster passed away.
Foster died at age 78 after
dealing with heart issues. Not
only had he played Santa at
city events since 1983, but
Foster also worked in mul-
tiple areas of education, in-
cluding as a special education
teacher, administrator, bus
driver and substitute teacher.
He left behind his wife Kandy
as well as multiple children,
grandchildren and great
grandchildren.

Springtown City Council
memorialized Foster at a
meeting in June, which was
heavily attended to the point
of space almost running out
in the council room.

“I'would say the largest
part of this gathering here
is to show the appreciation
of how much we love and
admire Bill and his service to
our community,” Mayor Greg
Hood said during the meet-

ing. “Not just being Santa but
everything that he’s done in
our community, and it gives
me great pleasure to take
this opportunity to present

a plaque to the family at this
time.”

Foster’s daughter Rachel
Moreno had nothing but nice
things to say about her late
father and was proud of the
impact he made on people in
the community.

“He loved this town, and he
served this city, and he would
do it again a million times
over with absolutely no rec-
ognition because that’s just
who he was,” Moreno said.

NO.9 — HOORAY FOR THE
HOME TEAM

So many Azle Hornets
and Springtown Porcupines
played well and advanced
far in 2023 that it’s difficult
to keep track of them all. For
this list, the reporter nar-
rowed it down to the teams
or competitors that either
topped a state contest and/or
advanced to nationals. Here
are some of the highlights of
2023 student competitions:
- In January, Azle Cheer
and Hornet Muscle — both
varsity and junior varsity —
advanced and placed fourth
at National Cheerleader
Association Nationals at the
Kay Bailey Hutchison Con-
vention Center in Dallas.
- Azle Lady Hornet wrestler
Annabelle Davis won the
state championship in her
weight class in 2023. In ad-
dition, Davis’ teammate Jacy
Williams earned third place
in her weight class at state.
- In March, the Lady Porcu-
pines Powerlifting team won
the state championship in
Frisco after years of trying
to reclaim it. Angela Chavez,
Brianna Graham, Abigail
Rodgers and Kylie Wear also
won individual awards at
state.
- In April, Azle High
School’s cybersecurity team
placed first at the state
competition and 10th at the
national contest, the latter
of which involved over 4,000
other schools.
- Also in April, Springtown
High School’s First Respond-
ers Club members Thomas
Gillham, Adam Deleon,
Bryson Spikes and Skyler
Tyree took home first place
in felony traffic stop at
Texas Public Safety Asso-
ciation’s state conference
in Allen. Zachary Schlot-
ter earned second place in
foot pursuit; Hayley Knight
placed third in law enforce-
ment agility; and Dillon Wil-
son took home third place
in 911 call taking.
- Azle rodeo member
Hevenli Scribner won a
rare achievement when she
advanced to the National
High School Rodeo Finals by
placing fourth in pole bend-
ing at the Texas High School
Rodeo Association state
finals in Abilene in June.
- SHS student Raye Lynn
Strange competed at the
Future Educators national
contest in Florida during the

summer.
- Young dragster racer Lane
Swift of Paradise won a
Wally Trophy, which is de-
scribed by the National Hot
Rod Association as “drag
racing’s most prestigious
trophy.” Lane also won a
spot to make an exhibition
pass at the NHRA Fall Na-
tionals at Texas Motorplex
in October.

- Springtown girl Dixie Mae
Crain earned a spot in the
10th Annual Drive, Chip and
Putt National Finals after
taking home the top spot in
her division at the regional
qualifier in Houston. The
tournament will take place
in April 2024.

- In November, AHS’ Hornet
Drones team won third
place in the Bell Advanced
Vertical Robotics champion-
ship qualifier and ranked
fifth in the nation and
Canada. The team qualified
for the championship con-
test in December and placed
fourth.

NO.8 — SPRINGTOWN
BUSINESS BOOM

- Another corporate eatery
will be descending on
Springtown after getting ap-
proval from the city council
in 2023.

- In a 3-2 vote in January,
the council approved replat-
ting the property west of
South Birch Street, south

of State Highway 199 and
north of Goshen Road with
one lot being the Slappy’s
Express Car Wash that
opened during the summer
and the other being Taco
Bell. Then in August, the
council approved the site
plan for Taco Bell in a 3-2
vote. During both votes,
council members Richelle
Pruitt and Michele Chandler
Kelley were opposed and
brought up concerns about
traffic.

- Also in business news,
Springtown residents had
to say goodbye to Shinola’s
Texas Café in late 2022 and
hello to the new restaurant
Fireside BBQ & Grill that
moved into Shinola’s former
building on Martin Avenue
in early 2023. Harold Buff-
ington, whose family opened
the famed Howell’s Western
Café and who ran the food
truck Buff’s BBQ & Grill,
started Fireside with Cassie
Boyd in January.

“I guess it’s just in my
blood,” Buffington said about
opening the restaurant. “I've
always been around the res-
taurant business.”

Fireside was an instant hit
as customers flooded the res-
taurant in its first month.

“We have people lined
up at the door before we
open,” Boyd said at the time.
“I opened it one day, and a
customer goes, ‘It’s like feed-
ing time at the zoo’ because
they all just came in at once.
They’re like waiting out there
for us to open most days.”

Stay tuned for the rest of
our Top 10 list of most im-
pactful stories from 2023 in
the Jan. 11 edition of The Tri-
County Reporter.
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Gr1s

Gris (2018) from Spanish
studio Nomada, with artwork
by Conrad Roset, is a side-
scrolling game that manages
to break out of well-worn
tropes with the use of stun-
ning artwork, color and con-
trast. There is no dialogue or
narration.

From the Steam page for
Gris, the game: “Gris is a
hopeful young girl lost in her
own world, dealing with a
painful experience in her life.
Her journey through sorrow
is manifested in her dress,
which grants new abilities
to better navigate her faded
reality. Players will explore a
meticulously designed world
brought to life with delicate
art, detailed animation and
an elegant original score.
Through the game light puz-
zles, platforming sequences
and optional skill-based chal-
lenges will reveal themselves
as more of Gris’ world be-
comes accessible.”

The game loosely follows
the five stages of grief, begin-
ning with depression. Gris is
the name of the protagonist,
who has recently lost her
mother. The game starts with
her sitting in the palm of a
crumbling statue of a women.
It breaks and she falls to the
ground. As she walks for-
ward, she finds structures
powered by points of light.
Butit’s still very empty, ex-
cept for Gris, who travels
through these landscapes. As
she collects these lights, color

GAME ON

By Jennifer Harrison

Overcoming grief and loss
through the power of color

cake s a lie.

begins to return to her world.
The first color is red, which
evokes desert landscapes and
sunsets. Gris gets the ability
to turn into a stone block so
that she can resist the strong
desert winds. Later she un-
locks other colors, all of
which give her new abilities
to navigate her environment.
This is one of the nic-
est looking games I've ever
played. It's really more like
watching an animated movie,
rather than playing a game.
Subtle layers of color and
translucency make some
scenes look like a watercolor
painting. As each color is un-
locked, the story progresses
and Gris gains new abilities.
If you’re looking for a puz-
zle game that will challenge
you, this is not it. This was
created deliberately to not
be too difficult. Puzzles are
solved by finding and collect-
ing the points of light. The
game is meant to be an ex-
ploration of the story, rather
than a challenge. There is no
death, only discovery.
Game designers Adrian
Cuevas and Roger Mendoza
had previously worked on

One of the later puzzles, after more colors have been unlocked.

Thank you for making this year’s
angel tree a huge success!

First Baptist Church Castle Hills Angel Tree wants to thank the following
businesses and schools for making this year’s angel tree a huge success!

We could not provide Christmas for these children

Tri-County Reporter
(J’s Cafe

El Paseo Restaurant
Whataburger

US Cold Storage
Villa del Sol

Azle Cafe

Hill’s Paint and Body
B&C Transmission
Azle Cuts Above
Fireside BBQ & Grill

First Convenience Bank

Pizza Hut

Eagle Heights Elementary

TXO Partners
Dr. Peter Ku, DDS
Blacklock Storage

wi

My opinions on computer gaming and some of my
favorite games. I've been playing games on the home
computer since the days of the Trash 80. I love indie,
open-world, unique, puzzle, and resource games. The

games like Hitman, Far Cry,
Rainbow Six and Assassin’s
Creed. They saw an oppor-
tunity to create a game with
artist, illustrator and painter
Conrad Roset that was less
violent than their previ-

ous work. Visually compel-
ling (story-rich) games like
“Journey” and “Ori and the
Blind Forest” were an inspira-
tion for Gris. The game’s big-
gest challenge was integrat-
ing Conrad Roset’s artwork
into a playable game. Visual
and camera cues were used
to indicate where the player
should go next.

“We tell a big part of the
story through the statues
while relying heavily on the
colors,” Mendoza explains
in an interview with The
Verge. “The colors mark the
progression of the story and
the characters. That’s why
at the beginning we did a
color script to see the general
palette of each area to make
sure it worked well with the
story.”

Gris ($14.99) is available on
SteamOS, Windows, MacOS,
Nintendo Switch, Playstation,
Android and Xbox.

SCREENSHOT COURTESY NOMADA

thout your support!

"'T

Kimberly’s Beauty Parlour

The Shack

Yellowstone Crane & Rigging
Azle High School Student Council

g

If anyone would like to donate new toys, clothes, bikes, or money,
please contact Maria Hughes at 817-296-2946.

Family and friends erect memorial for
woman killed by drunk driver

SCREENSHOT COURTESY NOMADA
The world Gris inhabits at the beginning of the game.

LEGAL PUBLIC NOTICES

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

TO BE HELD BEFORE THE CITY COUNCIL ON JANUARY 11, 2024 AT 6:30 P.M. IN THE
COUNCIL CHAMBERS LOCATED AT CITY HALL, 9830 CONFEDERATE PARK RD, LAKESIDE,
TX 76108 NAME AND ADDRESS OF RECORD OWNER: 217 Aquilla Drive, Lakeside, TX 76108
THERESA D PARR (Deceased) and (Heirs) PARR STEVEN FRANCIS, ANTHONY EUGENE
PARR, AMANDA ROSE SMITH NAME AND ADDRESS OF ALL LIENHOLDERS, MORTGAGEES
OR OTHER PERSONS WITH INTEREST: THERESA D PARR (Deceased) and (Heirs)

PARR STEVEN FRANCIS, ANTHONY EUGENE PARR, AMANDA ROSE SMITH ACCORDING
TO THE RECORDS OF TARANT COUNTY APPRAISAL DISTRICT, YOU ARE THE OWNER,
LIENHOLDER OR MORTAGEE OF PROPERTY DESCRIBED AS: Property Address: 217 Aquilla
Drive, Lakeside, TX 76108 Property ID: 03256669 (Residential) (TAD) Legal Description: VAN
ZANDT PLACE ADDITION Block 20 Lot 18 Please be advised that on September 2, 2023 the
Building Official of the City of LAKESIDE has found and determined that a building located
on the above-described property is substandard and proceedings shall commence to cause
the repair, vacation, relocation of occupants, removal, demolition or securing of the building.
Attached please find a copy of the Substandard Building Inspection Report dated September
2, 2023, describing the conditions found to render the building substandard or dangerous
pursuant to the minimum standards for continued use and occupancy set forth in § 150.51 of
the Substandard Building Ordinance. A Public Hearing will be held on the date noted above
before the City Council to determine whether the building/structure located at the above-
described property complies with the standards set out in § 150.51 of the Substandard
Building Ordinance. According to law, the owner, lienholder, or mortgagee will be required

to submit at the hearing proof of the scope of any work that may be required to comply with
the Code, and the time it will take to reasonably perform the work. If the building is found to
be in violation of the standards set forth in § 150.51 of the Substandard Building Ordinance,
the City Council may order that the building be repaired, vacated, removed or demolished,
secured, or the occupants relocated, by the owner, mortgagee or lienholder within thirty
days (30 days). If the Order given to the owner, mortgagee, or lienholder is not complied
within the allowed time, the City may vacate, secure, remove or demolish the building or
relocate the occupants of the building. The expenses incurred by the City shall be a personal
obligation of the property owner in addition to a priority lien being placed upon the property
to secure payment. If you should have any questions regarding this notice, or you are not
the owner, mortgagee, or lienholder please call the office of the Building Official or the Code
Enforcement Officer at (817) 227-1234 x301, (817) 238-9187

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

TO BE HELD BEFORE THE CITY COUNCIL ON JANUARY 11, 2023 AT 6:30 P.M. IN THE
COUNCIL CHAMBERS LOCATED AT CITY HALL, 9830 CONFEDERATE PARK RD, LAKESIDE,
TX 76108 NAME AND ADDRESS OF RECORD OWNER: 7801 JACKSBORO HWY, LAKESIDE
TX 76108 SIMS JEFF C JR NAME AND ADDRESS OF ALL LIENHOLDERS, MORTGAGEES
OR OTHER PERSONS WITH INTEREST: SIMS JEFF C JR ACCORDING TO THE RECORDS
OF TARANT COUNTY APPRAISAL DISTRICT, YOU ARE THE OWNER, LIENHOLDER OR
MORTAGEE OF PROPERTY DESCRIBED AS: Property Address: 7801 JACKSBORO HWY,
LAKESIDE TX 76108 Property ID: 00870986 (Commercial)(TAD) Legal Description: EPPS
SUBDIVISION Lot 6A1A Please be advised that on September 13, 2023 the Building Official
of the City of LAKESIDE has found and determined that a building located on the above-
described property is substandard and proceedings shall commence to cause the repair,
vacation, relocation of occupants, removal, demolition or securing of the building. Attached
please find a copy of the substandard Building Inspection Report dated September 13, 2023
, describing the conditions found to render the building substandard or dangerous pursuant
to the minimum standards for continued use and occupancy set forth in § 150.51 of the
Substandard Building Ordinance. A Public Hearing will be held on the date noted above
before the City Council to determine whether the building/structure located at the above-
described property complies with the standards set out in § 150.51 of the Substandard
Building Ordinance. According to law, the owner, lienholder, or mortgagee will be required to
submit at the hearing proof of the scope of any work that may be required to comply with the
Code, and the time it will take to reasonably perform the work. If the building is found to be
in violation of the standards set forth in § 150.51 of the Substandard Building

Ordinance, the City Council may order that the building be repaired, vacated, removed or
demolished, secured, or the occupants relocated, by the owner, mortgagee or lienholder
within thirty days (30 days). If the Order given to the owner, mortgagee, or lienholder is not
complied within the allowed time, the City may vacate, secure, remove or demolish the
building or relocate the occupants of the building. The expenses incurred by the City shall be
a personal obligation of the property owner in addition to a priority lien being placed upon
the property to secure payment. If you should have any questions regarding this notice, or
you are not the owner, mortgagee, or lienholder please call the office of the Building Official
or the Code Enforcement Officer at (817) 227-1234 x301, (817) 238-9187

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BID
Project No.: 537-063

Owner: Walnut Creek Special Utility District Separate sealed bids for Water System
Improvements, F.M. 51 Booster Pump Station will be received by the Walnut Creek Special
Utility District at the District Office, 1155 Highway 199 West, P.O. Box 657, Springtown, Texas
76082, until 11:00 o’clock A.M. Local Time, Thursday, January 11, 2024, and then publicly
opened and read aloud at 1:30 o’clock P.M. on Thursday, January 11, 2024. The Information
for Bidders, Form of Bid, Form of Contract, Plans, Specifications and Form of Bid Bond,
Performance and Payment Bonds and other contract documents may be examined at the
following: E.S. & C.M., Inc. 8241 Mid-Cities Blvd., Ste. 100 North Richland Hills, Texas 76182
Office Telephone (817) 268-0408 Copies may be obtained at the office of E.S. & C.M., Inc.,
8241 Mid-Cities Blvd., Suite 100, North Richland Hills, Texas 76182 upon payment of $150.00
for each set. This payment is nonrefundable. The Owner reserves the right to waive any
informality or to reject any or all bids. Each bidder must deposit with his bid, security in

the amount, form and subject to the conditions provided in the Information for Bidders. No
bidder may withdraw his bid within 60 (sixty) days after the actual date of opening thereof.

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BID
Project No.: 537-060

Owner: Walnut Creek Special Utility District Separate sealed bids for Water System
Improvements, F.M. 920 Booster Pump Station Expansion will be received by the Walnut
Creek Special Utility District at the District Office, 1155 Highway 199 West, P.O. Box 657,
Springtown, Texas 76082, until 11:00 o’clock A.M. Local Time, Thursday, January 11 , 2024,
and then publicly opened and read aloud at 1:00 o’clock P.M. on Thursday, January 11,
2024. The Information for Bidders, Form of Bid, Form of Contract, Plans, Specifications and
Form of Bid Bond, Performance and Payment Bonds and other contract documents may be
examined at the following: E.S. & C.M., Inc. 8241 Mid-Cities Blvd., Ste. 100 North Richland
Hills, Texas 76182 Office Telephone (817) 268-0408 Copies may be obtained at the office of
E.S. & C.M,, Inc., 8241 Mid-Cities Blvd., Suite 100, North Richland Hills, Texas 76182 upon
payment of $150.00 for each set. This payment is nonrefundable. The Owner reserves the
right to waive any informality or to reject any or all bids. Each bidder must deposit with his
bid, security in the amount, form and subject to the conditions provided in the Information
for Bidders. No bidder may withdraw his bid within 60 (sixty) days after the actual date of
opening thereof.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE

Notice is hereby given that the following will be sold to the highest bidder with bidding to
take place at lockerfox.com on Monday the 22nd day of January, 2024 at 10:00 AM to satisfy
a landlords lien, pursuant to Chapter 59, Texas Property Code. Payment to seller via credit/
debit card and pickup at the facility. Self-Storage unit contents of the following customers
containing household and other goods will be sold. 10 Federal Self Storage, 2920 Avenue

F, Arlington, TX, 76011 Cindy Hernandez. Rachel Rosa. Gina Rodriquez. Byron Wesson.
Ronnie Duncan. Wanda Walter. Chase Dorow. Robert Davidson. Chase Dorow. Johnny
Kenney. Kim Ridges. Jonathan M Averill. Ubald Zounlome. Bradley Willis. Bria Goodman.
Giselle Roussell. Joni Willis. Kimmesha Lee. Traci James. Ryan Atkins. Barbara Rowell.
Andrea Young. Charlotte Brown Hodges. Shawniece Arkansas

ONLINE

$ FOR
ONE
YEAR

817:270:3340

TriCountyReporter.com

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE

Pursuant to Chapter 59, Texas Property Code, Trinity Self Storage which is located at 200
Walnut Creek Drive Azle, TX 76020 will hold a public auction of property being sold to satisfy
a landlord’s lien. Sale will be at 11 o’clock a.m. on January 25th, 2024 at 200 Walnut Creek
Drive Azle, TX 76020. Property will be sold to highest bidder for cash. Deposit for removal
and cleanup may be temporarily required. Seller reserves the right to not accept any bid

and to withdraw property from sale. Property in each space may be sold item-by-item, in
batches, or by the space. Property being sold includes contents in space(s) of the tenant
listed below, with brief descriptioin of contents in the space(s). TENANT’S COMPLETE NAME
as shown on rental agreement: Karen Rawlins. General description of property: Misc.
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Church sees new beginnings in Azle, Texas

ZACH FREEMAN

azlereporter@tricountyreporter.com

AZLE — It takes a leap of
faith to move your family
1,600 miles, but that’s exactly
what First Methodist Church
of Azle pastor, Reverend
Raymond Gilman, did just a
few months ago. On Aug. 18,
Gilman became the church’s
first full-time pastor since it
disaffiliated from the United
Methodist Church in January.
After another May 7 vote, the
First Methodists overwhelm-
ingly decided to join the
Global Methodist denomina-
tion, which launched in May
2022.

Gilman, who is scheduled
to be ordained in the Global
Methodist Church (GMC)
this February, did not always
know he wanted to be a pas-
tor. In his undergrad years,
he received a fine arts degree,
specializing in oil painting
and creative writing. For most
of his adult life, he would
work in advertising, market-
ing and photography, but
everything changed when
he went on a mission trip to
Uganda in 2008.

“God dragged me on mis-
sion,” Rev. Gilman said. “I say
dragged because the Lord
definitely pulls you into his
service sometimes when
you're not sure where you
want to go. He took me to
Uganda in 2008 and that’s
where he told me it’s time
not to sell furniture anymore,
it’s time to do his work. It’s
been a long journey from that
point on but I've been a full-
time clergyman since 2012.

I got a master’s in theology
and was on the edge of being
ordained when realized I was
being called to something
else.”

Gilman was born in the area
around Syracuse, New York
and spent his nearly 12 years
as a United Methodist pastor
in central New York towns
like Liverpool. This year,
Gilman decided to leave it all
behind, surrender his UMC
credentials, load his three
teen daughters, wife, two cats
and dog in a van and come to
Azle, Texas.

“Our journey here is not
one that we chose, it’s a call-
ing,” Gilman said. “Irecog-

Make yourself a priority
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WELLNESS & RECOVERY

Pain Management ¢ Facial ¢ Fat Freezing
Equine Mobile Service * And More!
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Springtown, TX 76082
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Pastor Ray Gilman of FMC Azle discusses first three
months in Texas and birth of new denomination

nized the need to change, and
we really got led to Texas.
When Irecognized it was

time to make a change based
on what I was feeling God was
telling me to do, I opened it
up in terms of talking to peo-
ple and where to go. Texas
just drew us in and some of
the clergy members in fact
grabbed a hold of me and
said you're coming here.”

Just a year ago Gilman had
never heard of Azle, but in
an interview with some of
its congregation leaders, the
pastor said he clicked with
the FMC and Azle.

“I liked the people right off
and they seemed to be ap-
preciative of who we were,”
Rev. Gilman said. “I'm still in
alittle bit of shock by how
easy the transition has been
so far. This is a great church;
these people are very mis-
sionally focused. It’s been a
rough couple of years with
everything that’s happening
nationally and denomination-
ally with pastors coming and
going. But they’ve managed
to keep their center in do-
ing the work of the church in
the midst of everything and
that’s encouraging for me.”

AN INTERNATIONAL RIFT

Though the Global
Methodist Church has only
recently emerged, Gilman
sees it as areturn and re-
focusing of Methodism’s
original values. After sev-
eral years’ worth of debate
on human sexuality among
the UMC, church leaders
developed the Protocol of
Reconciliation and Grace
Through Separation in the
summer of 2019. This gave
churches the option to disaf-
filiate and retain their proper-
ty in the case of a two-thirds
majority vote. The option to
disaffiliate under this proto-
col has only been granted to
Dec. 31, 2023. Many disaf-
filiating churches have also
voiced concerns with the
UMC’S structure and how its
money is spent at the nation-
al level.

The GMC emerged as part
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of the evangelical Confessing
Movement, a largely congre-
gation-led conservative reac-
tion to the overall progres-
sive clergies of mainline U.S.
denominations. The GMC is
composed of over 3,000 con-
gregations, with a large deal
of its support being overseas
and in the U.S. South. The
Evangelical Methodist Church
in Croatia and many former
United Methodist Churches
in Africa have voted to dis-
affiliate and join the GMC.
Some, like sociologist Ryan
Burge, described the UMC’s
break-up as the largest de-
nominational schism in living
memory.

A FAMILY ARGUMENT

“The renewal here is really
coming back to the gospel,
coming back to the word, and
trying to shed all the worldly
things that have attached
themselves to it, coming back
to the root of what Christ was
teaching and applying that
directly, and that’s challeng-
ing for anyone,” Gilman said.
“Ilike to characterize it as
we remained methodists and
some of our brothers and sis-
ters — who we love dearly —
some of them kind of strayed
off into a lot of other things
unrelated to the word and the
primacy of what we're doing,
like serving the people and
caring for the elderly, meet-
ing the needs of the widows
and orphans. They're real
basic tasks that Jesus calls
us to and reminds himself in
the book of Isaiah that’s what
we’re supposed to be focused
on. Everything else kind of
becomes a distraction that
creates dissension. But we're
anew thing with new leader-
ship and new people — but
we're not really new.”

The name First Methodist
Church is areturn to the
name the church held from
1895 to 1968, prior to the cre-
ation of the United Methodist
denomination. Gilman says
part of what differentiates
the Global Methodist Church
is arejection of “big tent”
theology and the adherence

to a stricter set of Biblical in-
terpretations laid out in the
church’s catechism, which he
said is based on the Apostles’
Creed.

“(Big tent theology) sounds
friendly and fun, and it is,
but there’s no one to say
‘This is really what’s what,””
Gilman continued. “There’s
no deciding factor in ‘This
is what we believe.’ But the
first thing the Global Church
did was to say, ‘Here’s what
we believe.” (The catechism)
establishes some key points
and says ‘This is what we
believe as Christians.’ If you
look through it, you'll notice
none of the social issues are
called out because that’s not
the point. The point is faith in
Christ through resurrection
and hope for eternity and all
that.”

Gilman says, despite any
difference in belief they may
have, Methodists are still a
family. The pastor said he
sees relationships between
members of his congrega-
tion and those of Revive

Methodist Church, a new
church made up of Azle-area
congregations who decid-

ed to remain in the United
Methodist denomination,
holding strong.

“You still love them.
They're still your cousins,
your sisters, your brother.
You go through a period
where you disagree on some-
thing, but I think, over time,
relationships aren’t going to
break completely,” Gilman
said. “T have employees that
are members of Revive, I have
members here who attend
either or. I know there’s a few
ladies on both sides who call
others and try and get them
to come to their church, so all
of that is still kind of sifting
out, but the friendships are
there. The family is there.”

Gilman likened the split to
a “bad family argument” or
a divorce on the clergy level
but says he does not dwell on
the feelings or accusations
surrounding the split. He
sees his purpose as remain-
ing a Christ follower, whether
that be as a United Methodist
or Global Methodist.
Referencing the Apostle
Paul’s advice in Ephesians
6:12, Gilman stressed that
the church’s actions are not

aimed at people and are not
meant to harm others but are
instead about standing up for
its principles.

“We fight against spiritual
beings; we don’t fight against
people,” Rev. Gilman said.
“And to cut through that and
see their humanity even in
the midst of disagreement —
that’s what we failed to do in
the great family argument...
I'm recognizing that anytime
anew leader comes in that
things are changing,” Rev.
Gilman said. “Even with-
out trying, they’re changing
something. At the same time,
(the FMC) are going through
arethinking of who they are
based on the recent denomi-
national thing and that’s
exciting — it’s a little scary.
They’ve managed to find
their center in being a vibrant
community that cares for
one another and then tries to
share that outwardly.”

First Methodist Church of
Azleislocated at 200 Church
Street and can be found on
Facebook at First Methodist
Church of Azle, Texas. The
church’s weekly contempo-
rary, bridge and traditional
services are normally held
on Sundays at 8:30 a.m., 9:45
am. and 11 a.m. respectively.

Pastor Ray Gilman in his office at First Methodist Church.
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meeting to be at Disneyland.
Winners and runners up re-
ceived prizes, coloring books
and reading material on

bus safety in bags donated
by CASA (Court Appointed
Special Advocates) as well

as awards from the city.

The idea originated with
Court Administrator Felicity
King and was sponsored by
Relentless Home Services, the
Azle Lions Club and Fidelity
National Title.

“It was my decision just to
kind of get awareness out to
the community about what
we do here and traffic safe-
ty,” King said. “So, everybody
doesn’t just think we'’re the
mean people that take every-
one’s money and throw them
in jail. We really do want com-
munity action.”

FIRE DEPARTMENT
ANNUAL REPORT

Azle Fire Department Chief
Thomas “Will” Scott recapped
the year with the depart-
ment’s annual presentation.
He stated one of the Fire
Department’s goals is to get
out the door in 90 seconds.

“We fell a little short of
that, but we’ll try to be better
next time.”

Scott reported that, on
average, it costs the city
$848.10 every time the Fire
Department received a call.
This year there have been

4,179 calls for service, 4,149
fire responses, and 2,544 EMS
responses. The fire depart-
ment’s average response
time was 6.57 minutes, and
the average EMS response
time was 4.22 minutes. The
department estimates its to-
tal dollar loss as $1,149,193.
With increasing demand for
service, Scott informed the
council a second fire station
will eventually be needed
with increased staff and a
replacement of the current
2014 Quint 52 fire truck.

Scott informed the coun-
cil that two of the three
ambulances ordered this
year should arrive within 24
months. There is no update
on the third ambulance or-
dered in June, which has been
untraceable since the United
Auto Workers strike earlier
this year, Scott said. Scott
also described changes hap-
pening in the EMS industry
that are making it harder to
employ EMS personnel; many
choose to work in emer-
gency rooms where both
the pay and working condi-
tions are better thanona 911
ambulance.

“The employees that you
do have are doing a fantas-
tic job considering what the
workload is,” Scott said.

Scott said he would like to
have 32 firefighters on staff,
but the current budget only
pays for 21. The Azle Fire
Department currently has
18 full-time nonadministra-
tive employees and three job
openings.

LANDSCAPING BIDS

The city also reviewed and
approved bids for mowing
and landscaping services to
be done throughout Azle.
The contract will expire on
Sept. 30, 2024, and will au-
tomatically renew on each
anniversary date, unless
either party gives a 60-day
written notice of termina-
tion prior to the anniversary
date. The funds are available
in the general fund within
the parks department bud-
get. SRH Landscapes’ bid of
$45,275.00 was approved by
the parks department, pur-
chasing staff and city council.

POLLY AVENUE WATERLINE
REPLACEMENT PROJECT

Rick White, public ser-
vices director, introduced
this year’s Community
Development Block Grant
(CDBG) project. The CDBG
is a federal grant process
introduced in 1974 that
addresses needs in low to
moderate income areas. In
2024, the grant will be put
toward replacing a two-inch
water main with a new six-
inch PVC line, adding a fire
hydrant, and new service
lines on Polly Avenue in Azle.
This project will go out for
bid during 2024-2025. The
project is expected to cost
$197,212.50. The CDBG will
fund $175,000.00 of that
amount with the city provid-
ing the balance, currently
estimated at $22,212.50. This
will be the city’s 50th year to
receive this grant.

BIDS ON FOOD TRUCK PARK
RESTROOM TRAILERS

Purchasing agent Jennifer
Walls introduced much-
awaited bids on a restroom
trailer for a planned food
truck park. The trailer will
include one toilet, two uri-
nals and sinks in the men’s
restroom and two toilet stalls
and sinks for the women’s re-
stroom. The bid was awarded
to Elk Creek Trailers out of
Arizona for $59,810, ship-
ping costs included. The city
heard three bids Dec. 7 and
approved Elk Creek Trailer’s
bid at the Dec. 19 Azle City
Council meeting. Comforts of
Home Services, Inc. had the
lowest bid, but did not meet
the required minimum five-
year limited warranty on the
axles or the two-year limited
warranty on the trailer as a
whole. Therefore, staff chose
to look at the next lowest bid-
der, Elk Creek Trailers, which
met all the specifications. Elk
Creek Trailers also had the
shortest estimated delivery
time.

MISCELLANEOUS

With the retirement of the
city’s previous finance direc-
tor, Renita Bishop, Oct. 13,
the city approved adding new
finance director, Martin Avila,
to the city’s NextBank and
EastWest Bank accounts and
removing Bishop during the
Dec. 5 meeting.

After much public backlash
to the planning of a recycling
facility on 3411 Silver Creek
Road, the City of Azle official-

ly came out in opposition to
the project.

“There’s talk going around
about the proposed Silver
Creek dump that they’re
trying to do,” Mayor Alan
Brundrett said. “Just to let
the council know, with the
help of Susie (Hiles) we filed
a letter in opposition of the
proposed dump on Silver
Creek Road. So, it’s been filed
with the TCEQ, and we gave a
copy for them tonight for the
public hearing. We officially
have joined the others.”

In order to improve traffic
safety, council member Rouel
Rothenberger requested the
council consider adding left-
facing traffic arrows on Main

Street in front of Azle City
Hall. Feeling that may not ful-
ly address traffic issues in the
area, City Manager Tom Muir
and Public Services Director
Rick White responded with
information about a similar
plan to re-stripe the first 100
feet of Industrial Avenue,
Speer Street and a few others
through a third-party con-
tractor. The city is current-

ly in the process of getting
quotes for the project.

Muir said he plans to cancel
the Jan. 2 city council meet-
ing and will reschedule the
next meeting to Tuesday, Jan.
23. Muir also mentioned Fire
Marshal Kenny Wilson will re-
tire from the city Jan. 2.

Asswtant City Manager Lawrence Bryant, next to h|s wife, after
receiving recognition and his proclamation from the city.
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Karstin Courtney, court clerk, Hank Loveless, Adley Sutherland, McCoy Gentry, Warren Geary, Lauren Quick and court administrator Felicity
King pose for parents with their winnings after the conclusion of the Municipal Court Week Coloring Contest.
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Jim Stevens, a local photographer and substitute teacher, was

appointed to Place 3 on the special events advisory board.
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World of pure imagination

Azle Memorial Library hosts Wonka-themed
celebration, kicks off winter reading program

ZACH FREEMAN

azlereporter@tricountyreporter.com

AZLE — “Invention, my
dear friends, is 93% perspira-
tion, 6% electricity, 4% evapo-
ration, and 2% butterscotch
ripple.” — Willy Wonka

Azle Memorial Library
hosted a wonderful Wonka-
themed event Dec. 21 as this
year’s winter celebration.
Oodles and oodles of Azle’s
kids got their golden ticket to
enjoy an evening of choco-
late, sweets and fun. Kids
aged 0 to 12 dressed the part
in their pajamas and took a
trip to Loompa Land to par-
ticipate in golden egg races, a
scavenger hunt and creative
coloring activities.

“Every year we have a
Christmas celebration,”
Victor Gonzales, AML’s as-
sistant director and resident
Wonka said. “So, we have one
big event during December to
celebrate Christmas. A couple
years ago we had reindeer
come out, Santa Claus. With

the Wonka movie coming
out we thought it would be
a great idea to have a Wonka
celebration. I think the com-
munity is responding very
well to it. I think we're all ex-
cited about it as well.”

On Dec. 15, Wonka, a 2023
remake of the Roald Dahl
classic, came to theaters.

Along with its yearly win-
ter celebration, the library
is also getting ready to start
its winter reading program.
From Jan. 2 to Feb. 16 at
5:55p.m., the library will pass
out gamecards for anyone of
any age who wants to partici-
pate. There will be different
gamecards separated by age
groups: 0to 3,4to 10,11 to
17 and 18 and up. The card
will consist of 25 spaces, each
with a task or winter activ-
ity to complete. If players
are able to fill out any five
spaces, they can turn it in to
the library for a prize. Not
only will there be book and
reading-related tasks listed
on the gamecards, but also

)

LauraLara and other library assistants treated kids to marshmallows, melted chocolate, sprinkles and

other sugary snacks at the Wonka Celebration.

A

other activities like try a new
hobby, go for a walk, make a
new dish and visit family.

“Besides keeping students
and (people of) every age,
engaged throughout the
winter reading program with
literature and literacy, it also
creates moments for parents
and adults, children, teens
and all ages to come and in-
teract with the library and
create those moments where
they can experience the li-
brary in a sense where it’s
more than books,” Gonzales
said. “That’s part of the rea-
son why some of the activi-
ties on these gamecards are
also not book-related — they
are meant to be free for par-
ticipants to share with their
families, inside the library or
outside.”

This iteration of the pro-
gram was planned largely
by Ava Bryant and Rebecca
Buchanan, the children’s li-
brarian and adult activities
director, respectively. Their
hope is to promote important

life skills, encourage growth
and give families extra time

to have fun together this holi-

day season.

“The activities are going to
promote bonding with fami-
lies; those early literacy skills
and also those art activities
like finger painting are very
beneficial for the little ones,”
Bryant said. “It basically cen-
ters around enjoying the win-
ter, spending time with your
friends and family, bonding,

and literacy for the younger
kids, laying a foundation for
a love of reading throughout
your life.”

UPCOMING JANUARY LIBRARY
ACTIVITIES

- Second Teen Gaming Night
for ages 11 to 17, Jan. 9,
6-7:30 p.m.

- Smartphone 101 class, Jan.
9, 2-3:30 p.m.

- $1 used book sale, Jan. 12
and 13, noon-4 p.m.

ZACH FREEMAN | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER
Kids and parents enjoying the Luminous Lollipop Craft supervised by Rebecca Buchanan.

- Felt Cat Craft for teens
and adults, Jan.18, 6-7:30
p.m.

- Mini Art for Teens and
Adults, Jan. 23, 6-7:30 p.m.
- Let’s Talk Azle communi-
cation class for adults, Jan.
25 at 6 p.m.

- Jigsaw Puzzle Exchange
for Adults, Jan. 27, 10:30
am. to 12:30 p.m.

- First Adult Gaming Night
for ages 18 to 30, Jan. 30,
6:30-7:30 p.m.

N \

Kids filling their baskets in the blueberry drawing activity.
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human well-being. Apple
trees, with their blossoms
and fruits, represent the cy-
cle of life and the bounties

apple trees, emphasizing
the importance of sustain-
able practices and environ-
mental stewardship. The

It's areminder that pa-
tience and care are essen-
tial elements in cultivating
both nature and our own

education, promoting
awareness about the role of
apple trees in maintaining
biodiversity and providing

coexistence with nature,
recognizing the invaluable
gifts that apple trees be-
stow upon us.

Apple Tree Day, celebrat-
ed on January 6th, is a time
to appreciate the signifi-

cance of apple trees in our of the Earth. act of planting a tree is a lives. habitat for various species.
lives and ecosystems. This metaphor for nurturing the Ultimately, this celebration
day symbolizes the connec- On this special day, peo- future, as apple trees take Apple Tree Day also encourages individuals

tion between nature and to embrace a harmonious

ple gather to plant new

time to grow and bear fruit.

DIET.

APPLES ARE 25 PERCENT AIR, WHICH
IS WHY THEY WILL FLOAT IN WATER.
FRUITS AND VEGETABLES ARE

AN IMPORTANT PART OF A

HEALTHY, WELL-BALANCED

ENGLISH: Apple
SPANISH: Manzana
ITALIAN: Mela
FRENCH: Pomme

GERMAN: Apfel

gy
G

A branch or branches
of one apple tree can
be joined to another
to get different kinds
of apples on one tree.
This technique is
known as grafting.

serves as a platform for

AZLE DENTAL CARE

BROOKE PORTER, D.D.S. & ASSOCIATES
www.SmileGreat.com ® 912 Boyd Road © 817-444-1763

GREAT SMILES START HERE!
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Soccer’s back

Springtown boys beat Azle in first scrimmage of season

JEFF PRINCE

sports@tricountyreporter.com

SPRINGTOWN —
Springtown began its soccer

season in December by scrim-

maging Azle at Porcupine
Stadium.

Both teams played hard,
worked to shake off early-sea-
son rust, and enjoyed them-
selves on the pitch in front
of alarge crowd. Springtown
prevailed 2-0. Prior to the
game, the schools’ JV teams
battled, with the Porcupines
winning 3-0.

Springtown missed the
playoffs last season but won
more games than in recent

years and appears ready to
continue the trend. The Pines
won two district games and
five games overall last year,
posting their best record in
about a decade. The last time
the Porcupines won two dis-
trict games was in 2015.

Several talented seniors
graduated in 2023, but this
year’s squad retained numer-
ous players who can impact
the scoreboard.

A year ago, the Hornets
beat the Porcupines 3-0 at
Springtown Invitational
Soccer Tournament and went
on to earn the champion-
ship. Once district competi-
tion began, however, Azle

struggled to put away games.
The Hornets tied their first
two games 0-0 before losing
a string of games, many of
them by close margins. Azle
missed the playoffs but won
5 games overall compared

to just 1 game the previous
year.

Azle soccer begins its sea-
son this year with numerous
road games during January.
The next home game is
at 7:30 p.m. Feb. 9 versus
Saginaw at Hornet Field.

Springtown will play sev-
eral home games in January,
including at 5:30 p.m. Jan. 8
against Dunbar at Porcupine
Stadium.

THURSDAY, January 4, 2024
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The Springtown Porcupines and Azle Hornets scrimmaged in December to prepare for the soccer
season. Soccer season continues through early March.

McKenzie Bratcher is co-captain.

JEFF PRINCE | TRI COUNTY REPORTER

Dance time

JEFF PRINCE

sports@tricountyreporter.com

SPRINGTOWN — The
Showstoppers dance troupe
is preparing for its first
competition Feb. 24, the
Danceline USA state compe-
tition at Weatherford High
School.

Then, it’s on to the next
competition March 23-24,
the ShowTime nationals at
Moody Gardens convention
center in Galveston.

The Springtown girls are
ready for action. They per-
formed regularly at halftime
shows during the football
season. Afterward, some of
the dancers performed in the

Springtown Showstoppers prepare
for upcoming contests

theater production of The
Little Mermaid. Then, the
troupe began practicing for
contests.

This year’s team was the
largest in school history with
25 dancers. Most of the previ-
ous teams had fewer than 20
members.

Showstoppers director
Jammie Horton decided to go
with a bigger team this year
because of the increasing
number of girls wanting to
participate.

“It has been a little chal-
lenging,” Horton said.
“Having 25 — well, actually
27;Thave 2 managers —is a
lot to deal with at times. But,
overall, it has been a good de-
cision. I am glad I took more
dancers.”

Each member, however,
must pass a weekly audition
to earn the right to dance in
shows and competitions.

“We still have cuts, so those

PLEASE SEE SHOW | B2

Home team advantage

Springtown couple roots for beloved Porcupines

JEFF PRINCE

sports@tricountyreporter.com

SPRINGTOWN — The boys
varsity basketball game
between the Springtown
Porcupines and Azle Hornets
had paused for halftime, and
Margaret Swanzy was visiting
with several people sitting
around her in the bleachers.
She has difficulty walking
and doesn’t wander much at
games.

Her longtime husband,
Eddy Swanzy, is usually by
her side, but he likes to stroll
and chat during breaks some-

times. He had wandered off.

The Swanzys are popular
at events. They had watched
the freshman basketball team
and the JV squad earlier that
day and were on their third
game.

The couple enjoys watching
kids compete, improve their
skills, learn about teamwork
and build character.

This year’s varsity team
had built a 30-point lead over
Azle by halftime. Margaret
was singing the team’s prais-
es and excited to see how
far the boys will make it this
year.

She observes games like a
coach — “I'love to watch no. 4
(Dylan Crutchfield) play. His
arms are longer than a rope.”

She also watches like a
proud grandmother — “They
all are good. They are awe-
some. I just love every one of
them.”

Margaret and Eddy grew up
playing sports, and both be-
came coaches.

Margaret was raised in
Springtown as part of the
Newby family that loved bas-
ketball. Margaret’s father,

COURTESY PHOTO

PLEASE SEE SWANZYS | B2 From left, Margaret and Eddy Swanzy relax at the Dec. 3 Springtown volleyball banquet.

COURTESY PHOTO BY CHAPA PHOTOGRAPHY
Jeff Prince is a familiar presence at local sporting events. He will remember fondly his years spent on the sideline.

So long, friends

Sports reporter

leaves Azle-Springtown to
tackle new adventures

JEFF PRINCE

sports@tricountyreporter.com

The past 3-1/2 years were a
sweet aberration in the final
leg of along career.

In 1985, I began working
as anews reporter. My beats
included police, city hall,
schools and general assign-
ments. Somehow, 35 years
blazed by.

Then, in March 2020, the
pandemic forced my layoff.

I hunkered down alone at

my house near Azle, feeling
anxious. Businesses closed.
Friends and family quaran-
tined. My dad battled cancer,
but I couldn’t visit him in the
hospital because of COVID-19
restrictions.

For years, I had dreamed of
spending days at home with
idle time. My wish had come
true, and I was uneasy. Will I
work again? Is the economy
collapsing? Will a bacteria kill
millions of people? Why is
daytime TV so bad?

Three months into un-
employment, I saw an on-
line job posting for a high

school sports reporter in
Weatherford. The job sound-
ed interesting, although the
hours were long and included
split shifts, late nights, early
mornings, with little time off.
The pay was low. I was earn-
ing far more in unemploy-
ment benefits and federal
stimulus checks.

I took the job and im-
mersed myself in distracted
bliss. Covered 18 schools in
two counties. Spent days and
nights driving around, pho-
tographing games, talking to
kids, coaches and parents,
and cranking out stories in
rapid and endless succes-
sion. Seasons ended. New
ones began. Football, vol-
leyball, basketball, baseball
and soccer reigned supreme.
Tadded the oft-overlooked
wrestling, powerlifting, track,
cross-country, cheerleading,
tennis, fishing, color guard,
summer camps and marching
band. If somebody started
a Tiddlywinks program, I'd
cover it.

PLEASE SEE SO LONG | B3
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not at the expectation level
for performance do not per-
form,” she said.

On the weeks when every-
one passed their auditions
and performed during half-
time shows, “it was defi-
nitely a good visual for the
field,” Horton said.

The team began with a lack
of experience, but the young-
er girls have pushed them-
selves to catch up with the
older girls on their routines.

“They work hard and have
adapted well to our some-
times-grueling practice
schedule,” Horton said.

JEFF PRINCE | TRI COUNTY REPORTER
Right: Sarah Grazer and the
Springtown Showstoppers are
eager for competition season.

Saphira Drennan serves as vice president of Showstoppers when she isn't waving pom poms.

www.tricountyreporter.com

Sweepin’ mats

Azle wrestlers dominate

teams at tourney

JEFF PRINCE

sports@tricountyreporter.com

AZLE - Azle wrestlers
took on a couple of big
schools — Arlington Lamar
and Colleyville Heritage —
and walked away with big
victories.

On Dec. 21, the Azle boys
hosted a dual tournament
and defeated Colleyville
Heritage 69-9 and Lamar 61-
18. The Lady Hornets won
42-6 and 38-0.

In addition to the teams
going 4-0, the wrestlers

Defending state champion
Annabelle Davis and her
teammates made short work of
teams at arecent dual meet.

went a combined 37-5 at the
tourney.

The wrestling coaches
thanked the team’s 2022-

23 sponsors, including
Walmart Azle, Walmart
Supercenter Fort Worth, The
Howliday [cq] Inn at Canyon
Creek, 4-D Construction and
Flynn Group of Companies.

Azle boys wrestling
will host the Varsity Nest
Invitational Jan. 6 at the
Hornet gymnasium and
wrestle against Eaton Jan. 12
at home.

Azle girls will compete
Jan. 5-6 at the Lady Hornet
Invitational and battle Eaton
Jan. 12 at home.

Regional and state cham-
pionships will be held in
February.

THURSDAY, January 4, 2024
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Howard Newby, played in the
1920s on dirt ground near
what is now Wells Fargo Bank.
His kids gravitated to round-
ball, and Margaret’s older
brothers and sister played at
Springtown High School in
the 1940s and 1950s.

Margaret practiced at home
by shooting balls at a rim
attached to a tree, and she
played in high school and at
Weatherford College.

Eddy grew up in Rosebud
and graduated high school
in 1960 as a three-sport let-
terman in football, basket-
ball and track. He excelled
at the pole vault and set the
Killeen Relays pole vault re-
cord by clearing 12 feet in
high school. He went on to
run track and pole vault at
North Texas State University
in Denton before a torn
hamstring ended his college
career.

Eddy and Margaret didn’t
meet until years later, after
both were married, raised
children and divorced. They
met and marched down the
wedding aisle together in
1983, living in the Dallas area
and owning and operating a
lighting store. They retired in
2003.

The couple returned to
Margaret’s hometown to
make their forever home, and
both have hit 80. Eddy com-
petes at state and national
senior pole vault events and
coaches pole vaulters at the
high school. Margaret deals
with a bad knee and has dif-
ficulty walking but rarely
misses events. She said she
can hurt at games as easy as
hurting at home.

“Sports are in our blood,”
she said.

Lily Rogers brings enthusiasm to the dance troupe.
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SOLONG

FROM PAGE B1

The kids liked the atten-
tion. I appreciated their grati-
tude. Leaving behind the grit
of news reporting to write
about fun and games felt
right in my 60s.

In 2021, I switched to the
Tri-County Reporter to fo-
cus on Azle and Springtown.
Fewer schools meant better
coverage. A renewed sense of
purpose fueled my relentless
pace.

Now, we've come to what’s
known as the “buried lead.”
I'm eight paragraphs deep
and still haven’t come to a

point. Here it is — I am leav-

ing sports writing to pursue

other challenges and oppor-
tunities, some in journalism,
some not.

Since school began in May,
I've noticed my energy wan-
ing. Not a lot, but enough.
When energy goes, enthusi-
asm follows. Kids pick up on
that stuff, and I don’t want
them to see burnout in me.

I've sold my Azle house
and relocated to Benbrook.
January 2024 seems per-
fect to embark on new
adventures. I'm excited
but also sorry to leave be-
hind good people in Azle
and Springtown, including
co-workers.

I will miss the job.

Photographing athletes feels
like creating little works of
art. The thrill comes in cap-
turing a perfect moment that
happens in a millisecond and
tells a universal story. Since
2020, I've taken hundreds of
thousands of photos.

“More like millions,”
scream my sore shoulders
and back that bear the brunt
of heavy camera equipment.

Sports photography is
hard. The failure rate is high.
I nab one good photo per
100-200 snaps. Great pho-
tos are 1in 1,000. That’s like
catching a 4-pound bass after
spending an afternoon with-
out a nibble.

The best part of the job is
writing about the lives and

accomplishments of young
people. Readers appreciate
these glimpses. So do par-
ents. Without fail, the kids
were respectful. Most were
open, positive and well spo-
ken. None were rude. Our
country’s future is in good
hands.

After games, they shared
their perspectives. Happy.
Angry. Tearful. Honest. I
tried to capture their spirit as
much as their words. Then,
I'd drive to the office, sit in
my cubicle, edit photos, and
write stories. Sometimes
I made myself laugh.
Sometimes I cried. Both emo-
tions were welcome. If I was
laughing or crying, I figured
readers might do the same.

Senior Nights touched me,
with kids describing their
loving parents and impactful
teachers. I empathized with
athletes dealing with inju-
ries. I played football for 11
years and sustained just one
real injury. It occurred during
my senior year, cost me the
season, and put me in a funk.
Seeing other youngsters en-

dure similar setbacks was dif-

ficult to watch.

A couple of years ago,
Logan Malewiski, a multi-
sport star at Azle Christian
School, injured his knee and
missed most of his senior
season of football, basket-
ball, baseball and track. Later
that year, I asked how he was
coping.

“I still do me — just with-
out the sports,” he said.

Then, with a hint of mel-
ancholy, he added, “Even
though that was me.”

Little gems like that came
from the mouths of local
teenagers on a regular basis.
I enjoyed scooping up the
words, turning them into
stories, and connecting with
the community. I'm hoping
my new projects provide the
same satisfaction I feel when
nabbing that 1 in 1,000 shot
or writing something that
makes me laugh or cry.

Go Porcupines, Hornets,
and Crusaders!

Jetf’s favorite photos
since 2020

Photographing athletes feels like creating little works of art. The thrill comes in capturing a perfect
moment that happens in a millisecond and tells a universal story. Since 2020, I've taken hundreds
of thousands of photos. Sports photography is hard. The failure rate is high. I nab one good photo
per 100-200 snaps. Great photos are 1 in 1,000.

o —— S R R S A e e

SEE MORE PHOTOS | B4
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Rearrange the letters to spell
something pertaining to chiropractic care.
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Tri*County
REPORTER

IN-COUNTY
$ i FOR

- ONE
YEAR

OUT-OF-COUNTY
$ FOR
1/

ONE
817-270-3340

YEAR
tricountyreporter.com

AIR CONDITIONING
& HEATING

817-220-4506
EaE -
- [l f
2 0] S, T2
Graham

Plumbing (o.

Springtown

Azle ¢ Boyd

Weatherford
M#15899

VOTED BEST OF PARKER
COUNTY 8 TIMES!

Commercial ¢ Residential

817-220-2469

GrahamPlumbingCo.com

Bl Rasser

TACLA014745E RRC#11349

Painting & Remodeling 3~
Call for a free estimate!

817-304-9974

Bill.Rosser@gmail.com
profixitman.com

Serving the Azle & Springtown =
area for over 40 years.

CLEANERS

“Serving Azle & The
Community Since 1986“

113 SPEER ST
817-444-4920

Thank you for your support!

Tri*County
REPORTER

IN-COUNTY OUT-OF-COUNTY

$ FOR FOR
ONE 7 ONE
YEAR YEAR

817-270-3340

tricountyreporter.com

This clevotional and directory is made possible by these businesses who encourage all of us to attend worship services.

APOSTOLIC

CORNERSTONE APOSTOLIC
CHURCH

1801 FM 730 N, Azle
817-400-0612

HARVEST TIME APOSTOLIC
1 Block N. FM 2048 in Keeter
817-433-8220

ASSEMBLY OF GOD

FIRST ASSEMBLY OF GOD
1020 S.E. Pkwy, Azle
817-237-4903

FELLOWSHIP OF LAKE WORTH
4024 Dakota Trail, Lake Worth
817-237-9433

NEW BEGINNINGS CHURCH
810 Goshen Rd, Springtown
817-523-4462

LEGACY CHURCH
Hwy. 199 W. of FM 2257, Azle
817-221-2983 / 817-221-5760

VICTORY CHRISTIAN CENTER
737 Boyd Rd., Azle
817-444-LOVE

BAPTIST

ASH CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

300 South Stewart, Azle
817-444-3219

AGNES INDEPENDENT BAPTIST

350 Agnes N., Springtown
817-523-727

BETHEL MISSIONARY BAPTIST
408 S. Ash St., Springtown
817-220-4238

AZLE AVENUE BAPTIST
2901 Azle Ave., Fort Worth
817- 626-5556

BY THE WORD BAPTIST
West of FM 730 N. at sign, Briar
817-444-3484

CALVARY HEIGHTS BAPTIST
1 block off Hwy. 199,

east of David's Patio,
Springtown, 817-221-2241
CENTRAL BAPTIST

4290 0ld Agnes Road
817-594-5918

CHURCH ON THE HILL
836 NW Parkway, Azle
817-444-3752

CHRISTWAY BAPTIST
7673 West Hwy. 199, Agnes
817-220-9133 or 817-220-3581

CLEAR FORK BAPTIST
Corner of FM 730 & Ragle Rd.,
Weatherford, 817-594-1154

EAGLE MOUNTAIN BAPTIST
8780 Eagle Min. Circle, Azle
817-237-4135

FIRST BAPTIST
CHURCH OF AZLE
1017 Boyd Road
817-444-4828

FIRST BAPTIST CASTLE HILLS
401 Beverly Rd., Azle
817-797-4706

FIRST BAPTIST LAKE WORTH
700 Charbonneau T,

west side of Effie Morris Elementary
817-237-2624

FIRST BAPTIST LAKESIDE
8801 Jackshoro Hwy., Lakeside
817-237-8113

FIRST BAPTIST COTTONDALE
1 block N. of FM 2123, Cottondale
940-433-5539

FIRST BAPTIST POOLVILLE
1 block W. of FM 920, Poolville
817-594-3916

FIRST BAPTIST SPRINGTOWN
5th & Main Street, Springtown
817-220-5229

FRIENDSHIP BAPTIST

801 Friendship Rd., 9% miles S. of
Springtown off Hwy. 51°S.
817-594-5940 or 817-599-4917
FUNDAMENTAL BAPTIST

5th & Main in Springtown
817-523-5477

GRACE BAPTIST
3 miles N. of Springtown on Hwy.
51 across from Radio Tower

GRACE POINTE CHURCH
4110 E. Hwy. 199, Springtown
817-221-5683

HERITAGE BAPTIST CHURCH
3577 M 51 N., Weatherford
817-564-3946

IGLESIA BAUTISTA

Nueva Jerusalen

6640 Midway Rd., Springtown
817-694-0444

INDIAN OAKS PRIMITIVE
BAPTIST CHURCH

3229 Shawnee Trail, Lake Worth
817-237-8441

LAKE WORTH BAPTIST
4445 Hodgkins, Lake Worth
817-237-4163

METROPOLITAN BAPTIST
6051 Azle Ave., Fort Worth
817-237-2201

NEW HOPE BAPTIST
782 New Hope Rd., Reno area
817-221-2184

NORTHWEST BAPTIST
5500 Boat Club Rd., Lake Worth
817-237-6063 or 817-270-8476

SILVER CREEK BAPTIST
730 S. & Veal Station Rd., Azle
817-444-2325

NEW BEGINNINGS
BAPTIST CHURCH

3605 Jackshoro Hwy., Azle
817-707-2741

PRIMERA IGLESIA BAUTISTA
300S. Stewart, Azle
817-500-3641

SPRINGTOWN

BAPTIST TEMPLE

201 J. E. Woody Rd., Springtown
817-523-0376

UNION BAPTIST CHURCH
3451 Sarra Lane, Springtown
682-333-1645

WALNUT CREEK BAPTIST
220 W. Reno Rd. in Reno
817-221-2110

BIBLE

COMMUNITY BIBLE
FELLOWSHIP

1405 Reynolds Rd., Reno
817-521-4510

NORTHWEST BIBLE CHURCH
5025 Jacksboro Hwy., Fort Worth
817-624-111

SOLID ROCK BIBLE CHURCH
591°S. Reno Rd., Springtown
817-304-7443

CATHOLIC

HOLY TRINITY CATHOLIC
800 High Crest Dr., Azle
817-444-3063

CHRISTIAN

THE CHURCH AT AZLE
1801 S. Stewart, Azle
817-444-9973

AZLE CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
35 West Forty Estates., Azle
817-688-3339

GREATER VISION FELLOWSHIP

1801 S. Stewart St., Azle
817-825-0485

THE ABBEY CHURCH
10400 Jucksboro Hwy., Azle
817-238-1404

CROSSING FELLOWSHIP
120 E. Main St., Ale
817-406-4577

CHURCH OF CHRIST

AZLE CHURCH of CHRIST
336 NW Parkway
817-444-3268

BRIAR CHURCH of CHRIST
109 W.N. Woody Rd.

(% block west of FM 730 N. in Briar)
817-444-1102

HILLTOP FAMILY CHURCH

1227 Old Cottondale ® 817-220-7177

“Caring about what Jesus

cares about...

Youl”

MIDWAY CHURCH of CHRIST
6400 Midway Rd.
817-221-0107

NEWSOME MOUND ROAD
CHURCH of CHRIST

1460 Newsome Mound Rd.
817-677-3290

NORTHWEST

CHURCH of CHRIST
6059 Azle Ave., Fort Worth
817-237-1205

POOLVILLE CHURCH of CHRIST

West of FM 920 in Poolville
817-594-4182

SOUTHSIDE

CHURCH of CHRIST

130 W. Bradshaw Lane, Springtown
817-221-2799

SPRINGTOWN
CHURCH of CHRIST
Just west of Hwy. 51 North
817-523-4419

TRI-COUNTY

CHURCH of CHRIST

525 Hwy. 199 W, Springtown
817-980-8156

CHURCH OF GOD

ABUNDANT LIFE

CHURCH of GOD

4800 East Hwy. 199, Suite 7
Springtown, 817-677-3208
LAKESIDE CHURCH OF GOD
THE WORD@LAKESIDE
9396 Confederate Park Rd.

(FM 1886)

817-237-5500

DISCIPLES OF CHRIST

AZLE CHRISTIAN
117 Church St., Azle
817-444-3527

CENTRAL CHRISTIAN
1602 S. Main St., Weatherford
817-594-3043

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
4th & Main, Paradise

EPISCOPAL

ST. ANNE'S

ANGLICAN EPISCOPAL
6055 Azle Ave., Fort Worth
817-237-1888

PROVIDENCE REFORMED
EPISCOPAL

405 Bowie Dr., Weatherford
817-596-7476

ST. ELISABETH EPISCOPAL
5910 Black Oak Lane, River Oaks
817-739-0504

GOSPEL

CENTRAL FULL GOSPEL
FELLOWSHIP

3009 Delaware Tr,, Lake Worth
817-237-1919

JEHOVAH'S WITNESSES

KINGDOM HALL OF
JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES
212 Pearson Lane, Azle
817-221-2242

LUTHERAN

THE EDGE CHURCH - AZLE
1313 SE Parkway, Azle
817-237-4822

HOPE LUTHERAN (ELCA)
4795 Hwy. 199, Reno
817-221-HOPE

METHODIST

BOYD UNITED METHODIST
FM 730 North in Boyd
940-433-5334

FIRST METHODIST
CHURCH OF AZLE
200 Church St., Azle

817-444-3323

LIGHTHOUSE FELLOWSHIP
7200 Robertson Rd., Fort Worth
817-237-2758

SILVER CREEK
METHODIST CHURCH
2200 Church Rd,, Azle
817-444-1382

FIRST UNITED METHODIST
Hwy. 51 N & 3rd Street, Springtown
817-523-7874

POOLVILLE UNITED METHODIST

1 block W. of FM 920
(behind Poolville Post Office)
817-599-3601

THE CHURCH OF JESUS

CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

(THE MORMONS)

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST

OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS
1010 Timberoaks, Azle
817-237-5075

PENTECOSTAL

GRACE CHAPEL UNITED
PENTECOSTAL CHURCH
3508 Shawnee Trail, Lake Worth
817- 237-4844

PRESBYTERIAN

GRACE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
606 Mockingbird Lane, Weatherford
817-594-2744

ORTHODOX PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH OF FORT WORTH
Meeting at Northwest YMCA
5315 Boat Club Road, Fort Worth
817-989-9800

ORTHODOX
ARCHANGEL GABRIEL

ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN CHURCH

1157 S. E. Parkway (Jackshoro
Highway), Azle
817-752-8255

OTHER

ALIENTO DE DIOS
2233 E. Hwy 199, Springtown
817-521-4694

THE CHURCH IN PEASTER
www.thechurchinpeaster.org
817-596-8805

CORNERSTONE
COMMUNITY CHURCH
2233 Hwy 199 East, Springtown
817-221-LIFE (5433)

FAMILY CHURCH
9 miles S. of Springtown on Hwy. 51
817-599-7655

GRACE FELLOWSHIP CHURCH
2964 W. Hwy 114, Paradise
940-969-2427

HILLTOP FAMILY CHURCH
1227 0ld Cottondale Road,
Springtown, 817-220-7177
THE FELLOWSHIP

AT PLEASANT GROVE
1064 (R4679, Boyd
940-999-8210

THE HOUSE OF PRAYER
1356 Reno Rd., Springtown
817-221-2551

POWERHOUSE

OF PRAISE CHURCH
1649 S.E. Parkway, Azle
817-319-7364

BRANDED CROSS
COWBOY CHURCH

3282 FM 2048, Boyd 76023
817-755-7021

SECRET PLACE MINISTRIES
112 Optimist Rd., Springtown
682-229-1433

GOSPEL GATHERING FELLOWSHIP

7315 Silver Creek Rd
at Flatrock Rd, Azle
832-289-8720

LIGHTHOUSE CHURCH
6409 FM730'S., Azle
817-444-4311

LIGHTHOUSE HARBOR CHURCH
1960 Long Circle, Pelican Bay
817-444-3547

THE LIVING WORD COUNTRY
CHURCH OF TEXAS

1240 E. HWY 199, SPRINGTOWN
817-913-2717

NEW LIGHTED WAY
624 Harbor Dr. Circle, Azle
817-444-1577

NORTHWEST TEMPLE OF PRAISE

6781 Jackshoro Hwy., Lake Worth

PRECIOUS FAITH
TEMPLE CHURCH
8601 Hwy. 199 @ Vance Godbey's

THE HOUSE OF PRAYER
1356 Reno Rd., Springtown
817-221-2551

THE RANCH CHRISTIAN

COWBOY CHURCH
7955 Reed Rd., Azle
682-327-7082

REAL FAMILY FELLOWSHIP
202 Pearson Lane, Azle
817-677-5963

GRACE & FAITH CENTER
11701 Jackshoro Hwy., Azle
817-210-6295

WESTERN HARVEST
FELLOWSHIP CENTER

6577 0ld Springtown Rd.,
Weatherford

817-523-2855 or 817-995-9087

SHEPHERD’S HEART CHURCH
14435 FM 730 N © Azle
817-444-7777

WESTERN STAR COWBOY CHURCH

790 CR 3696 © Paradise 76073
817-688-6887

= Clarks Precision Machine & Tool
C_:PW” 636 Profit St., Azle, Tx

45 Years of Quality

1SO 9001:2001 Compliant Phone 817-444-2533
Check us out on our web site B.J. Clark
www.clarksmachine.com bjc@clarksmachine.com

Subscribe today to keep up-to-date.

817-270-3340

tricountyreporter.com
Celebrating over 35 years in business

AZLE

CLINIC
81 1- Rodney Gatlin, D.C.
444-HELP (4357) 400 Boya Court 8

www.azlechiropractic.com

-
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Get

W "your business

81j722/7023340
(CalllJessicaltolreserve]thisispace

Want readers to

IND
You?

Place your ad here!

Call
817-270-3340

" %

Place your ad
here today!

817-270-3340

tricountyreporter.com

SR TRI-COUNTY

ol Electrlc Cooperative, Inc.

ATow ho "A Commitment to Service and Savings"

Actlvely Supporting our
Communities!

Keller  d¢ Granbury * Azle * Seymour
817-444-3201 | www.tecectexas.com | Facebook: @TCECTexas
Call Jessi
S / all Jessica
“ Pt for details
w“‘

= 817.970-3340

us for details.

817-270-3340

tricountyreporter.com

Contact

Compliments of

Rural Gas Supply

PROPAN E 140w.MANST.

817-444-4613

“In business since 1946”

Your Ad

He'e‘ Newspaper

= Advertising
. Works!

Call Jessica for details TODAY

817-270-3340

Ea le Crest

L L A
SENIOR LIVING COMMUNITY
|13 Denver Trail * Azle
817-444-3249 - Fax 817-444-3275
www.eaglecrestvilla.com

STUDIO - 1 bath , 350 sq. ft.
ONE BEDROOM - 1 bath, 450 sq. ft
TWO BEDROOM - 1 bath, 642 sq. ft.

0¢ Rider

ropane, Inc.

PROPANE
TANKS

811-231- 3325

Our family serving your family since 1908

Bob White,
Anita White
and Zack Bellenger

Full Service
Funeral Home

Cremation Services

Pre-Need Plans

Azle ° Springtown
Mineral Wells ¢ Weatherford
817-444-3211 » www.whitesfuneral.com

ADVERTISE
YOUR BUSINESS
WITH US

and maximize

your visibility!

Contact us about
advertising solutions.

817-270-3340
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classified@tricountyreporter.com
817-270-3340 or 817-220-7217

Ad Classifications

1. .. Air Condition/Heating 24..

R Antiques  25........ceeeee.

........ Appliances
......... Arts/Crafts 27..

............ Auctions 29

..... Electrician 46.

..Appliance Repair 26 .......cc......

... Looking to Buy
Equipment & 47......ce. Lost & Found
Tool Rental 48... Maintenance/Repairs

... Excavating 49..... Masonry/Stonework
.... Exterminating
. Asphalt Paving 28 .......... Farm Equipment  51......cccouneens Motorcycles

50... Mobile Home Service

Fencing 52 Movers

9....... Auto Repair Service 31

Autos, Trucks 30 .....couenens

....... Firewood 53.....Musical Instruments

) [V J— Backhoe Service 32......coo....

Opportunity 35....

L [ — Campers/Trailers  36.........oueene

| LT Carports/Patios 37..
.Equipment Repair 38..

... Cement Work
....Demolition

22, Cosmetics
23.....Computers/Services

Garden/Mowing Sve  59.
.......... Hauling 60..................Professional

.. Carpet Service 39 ......conuuns
L — Catering 40 ....Home Improvement 63.
House Leveling 64.
.House Cleaning 65.
.......... Hunting 66.
...Janitorial Service 67.

... Child Care .....

Free 54 Music Lessons
......... For Sale 55...............Miscellaneous
..Furniture 56 Party Planning/Events

....... Garage & 57.............. Pets/Livestock

Estate Sales 58.

.Piano Service
...Pool Service

Services

..Health/Fitness 61.......ccceurrurrrrnns Personal

Help Wanted 62. ... Plumbing
..Public Notice
.. Photography
...... Printing
...... Roofing

.. Recycling

..Job Wanted 68........cc..coeuurvvuruns Storage

.............. Septlc Tanks
ewing/Alterations

RATES

16 Words or Less:

........... Sewer Service

.......... TV/Radio
......... Tractor Service
................. Upholstery
Vacuum Cleaners

...Lots/Acreage
..Business &
Commercial Property
................. RV’s for Rent
........ Houses for Sale
................ Mobile Homes
for Rent

................ Mobile Homes
for Sale

...... Mobile Home/RV Lots
............. Rent Furnished
Rent Unfurnished
............ Wanted to Rent

Asphalt Paving | 032 For Sale 039 Help Wanted

BYRUM CONSTRUCTION

Asphalt and Concrete Paving
Driveways  Parking Lots
Asphalt Repairs & Sealcoating
Asphalt Millings e Gravel

Bruce Byrum, Azle, X 817-690-2429

019 Cement Work

Allen Chesney Concrete
All Types of Concrete Work
Residential - Commercial
Foundations, driveways,
sand, gravel, demolition,
haul-off, retaining walls
817-271-4541

Kiley Chesney Construction

Dirt & Concrete Work ..

@s & Concrete Work 523364

Driveways ¢ House Slabs ¢ Garages * Add-ons
Small Land Clean-ups * Gravel Driveways

Kiley Chesney, Owner

Springtown, TX ¢ Mobile 817-846-6645

(17.41] Demolition
MCNEELY’S
DEMOLITION &

CLEAN UP SERVICE

We Create Vacancy
eTear Down eBarns
eRemoval  eHouses
eHaul Off  eBobcat
e[\lobile Service
Homes  eDirt/Gravel
e(Garages Spreading
FREE ESTIMATES

817-996-7887
253 Eagles Way, Springtown

Piano with bench
& music. $450
817-454-3798

4X4 blynd on 10 Ft tower.
2 sets of windows, car-
pet, chair and heater
available. $900 call

Rich 817-584-8567.

034 Garage & Estate Sales

Needful Things

463 Deer Butte St. Different stuff;
see, buy. Open 9am-? Closed
Sunday & Monday.

035 Garden/Mowing Service

(STUMP GRINDING

Don’t dig it! Grind it!
1 or 100 - We can do it.
$85 minimum within 5 mi.

\_817-237-5592

MAINSTREAM group homes are
hiring for FT/PT direct care staff.
Weekday 3:30pm-8:30am shifts
as well as 24-hour weekend
shifts. Work 2 days a week, get
paid to sleep, and have a full-
time job! Paid training, benefits,
bonuses, and OT opportunities.
Start $9.00/hr with quick
advancement possible. Call
817-270-2747, Monday-Friday,
9am-3pm.

SILVER DOLLAR CUSTOMS
HELP WANTED

2 Mechanics needed and 2 Body
Technicians Experience a must
and tools a plus! Mechanics We
work on all types of vehicles; we
specialize in classics.

From full restorations,
maodifications, rebuilds and
upgrades, maintenance, and
repairs but not limited to. Hours:
Monday - Friday 8:00am to
5:00pm

Occasional Saturday Body
Shop Technicians Metal work,
fabrications, welding, body
working, sanding, grinding,

and sand blasting. Hours:
Monday - Friday 6:00am to
2:30pm Occasional Saturday Pay
Negotiable Contact: Elizabeth @
817-752-2165 or Come by: 408
Commerce St Azle, Tx 76020

General office help needed.
Experience in the areas of
Accounting, Human Resources,
Property Management would be
preferred but not a requirement.
Call or text 817-773-5288.

PLACE AN AD IN THE
CLASSIFIEDS TODAY!
817-270-3340

024 Electrician

BULLDAWG ELECTRIC CO.

All types of electrical services
and MH hook-ups.

Free Estimates. 817-675-4921

www.bulldawgelectric.com.
TECL#25253.

026 Excavating

REED EXCAVATING

* SITE PREPARATION

* GRAVEL ROADS
* PARKING LOTS
* DEMOLITION

* STOCK TANKS

*LOT CLEARING
* LEVELING

* FINAL GRADE
* LAND EROSION

Dump Truck Hauling 81 7-91 9-3696

029

Fencing

BOBBY’S FENCE. All types,
Free Estimates, Over 26 years
experience. 817-444-3213.

KILEY CHESNEY
CONSTRUCTION
All Types Fences - Tractor Work

817-221-2201

Chiade “Thee Service

Trimming « Removals « Stump Grinding
Systemic Feeding « Brush Chipping « Cable Bracing

e 817-246-5943
817-800-6059 cri1

Insured for your protection

Hauling

DORADO
TRANSPORT LLC

AZLE, TEXAS
We Haul: Auto, Power Sports,

Only $10.00 per week!

Over 16 words, add 20 cents per word

Extras such as Bold, Center & Border
are available for a small fee

Classified boxed display ads also
available for $9.00 per column inch

(All ads must be paid in advance unless
you have previously established credit)

039

CLASSIFIED
AD DEADLINE:
1:00 PM FRIDAY

Most ads require payment
in advance, but we do ac-
cept VISA, MASTERCARD,

DISCOVER OR AMERICAN
EXPRESS by phone.

DISCOVER

NETWORK y

MasterCard, ‘

vEz e

Reach more than 8,000 households with adver-
tising in THE TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

WNobody does it better!

Help Wanted

LINDSEY STATE JAIL CURRENT OPENINGS

Correctional Officers
Assistant Foodservice Manager
Asst. Maintenance Supervisor - Electrician
PLEASE CHECK THE WEBSITE FOR JOB QUALIFICATIONS.

A New Correctional Officer Pay Increase will be as follows — Starting pay will be $18.00 dollars per
hour. After Six months’ there will be a pay increase to $19.00 per hour and at one year there will be
another pay increase to $20.00 per hour. Must have HS Diploma or equivalent, be able to pass a drug
screen, have a clean background, and valid driver’s license to be considered for a Correctional Officer.

Apply online at www.mtctrains.com or
call 940-567-2272 and ask for the HR Department.

Management & Training Corporation is an Equal Opportunity Employer: Minority/Female/Veteran/Disabled

Sign on Bonus Offered
WEATHERF@RD

Healthcare Center

2-10pm RN/LVNs - 2P - 10P CNAs
Double Weekend CNAs
Apply in person at 521 W. 7th St.
Or Call 817-594-8713 or email resume to
HR.Weatherford@SummitLTC.com

E.O.E.

Ea le Crest

L L A
SENIOR LIVING COMMUNITY

FT COOK
*1,000 SIGN-ON BONUS

11 am - 7:30 pm Sat-Wed
Benefits: Health, Life & Dental
Insurance, 401k, PTO
Please apply in person
113 Denver Trail, Azle or
email resume to hsimpson@
eaglecrestvilla.com

Ea le Crest

L L A
SENIOR LIVING COMMUNITY

2-10 pm shift. Looking for passionate
and reliable caregivers for our Senior
Living. Full benefits: Health, Life,
Dental, PTO and 401k.
Come apply in person
113 Denver Trail, Azle.

Or send resume to hsimpson@
eaglecrestvilla.com

GET YOUR
SUBSCRIPTION
TODAY!

Check one:

Break
The

Poor
Little

Piggy!
Find the

money

you
need in

our

[]$70.00

Out-of-County
In Texas, outside Tarrant,
Parker and Wise

$40.00
LINE ONLY

View an online replica of the
paper without receicving a
printed copy

[]$50.00
IN-COUNTY

Tarrant, Parker &
Wise only

817-846-6645

811-189-2519

DoradoTransportLLC@Yahoo.com

030

Firewood

Classified
Section

Name

$150 Half cord, delivered and

stacked. Call 817-689-2424. Address

City State

County Daytime ph.

039

Help Wanted

Circle your paper choice, clip and mail with check:

today!

16 words for $10

Need to sell your ATV’
Call today and ask about our
($29.95) 3-MONTH SPECIAL!

Springtown ISD is accepting
applications for Bus Drivers and
Monitors. Training available.
Contact the Transportation Dept.
817-220-1418.

Adverﬂsing.
Works!

The | .
Aile News® Springtown Epigraph
321 W. Main Street P.O. Box 557

The Tri-County Report
e Tri-County Reporter Azle, Texas 76020 Springtown, Texas 76082

817-220-7217
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tricountyreporter.com 7B

817-270-3340

Deadline:
1:00 PM FRIDAY

Classifieds

039 Help Wanted 088 Rent Unfurnished

No Positions Available at This Time

Karl Klement Properties, Inc.

No Positions Available at This Time

rRAM

 KLEMENT .,

No Positions Available at This Time

KLEMENT DISTRIBUTION, INC.
(Hershey Ice Cream Distributor)

Route Driver
Growing company that offers competitive pay and great

benefits is seeking long-term

deliver client orders. No CDL required. Company vehicle
provided. Qualified Candidates will be able to pass

background/drug screening,

good driving history. Must be client friendly, dependable,
and have previous delivery experience. Apply in person
to the H/R office located at: 605 N Business 287, Ste 102,
Decatur, TX 76234

Route Drivers to fill and

have a valid TXDL with

For Lease:

Hwy 199 frontage, near
hospital, 2000 Sq Ft $1500/mo.
817-220-2021

Bryant Real Estate.

082 RV’s for Rent

Nice 1BR RV in adult RV park.
Great for older person on limited
income. Starts at $650/mo. All
Bills Paid. Heritage RV Park 817-
444-3760.

086 Mobile Home/RV Lots

2 RV Lots for rent $480/mo $200/
dep. All bllls payed. Briar area
817-996-0530.

GENE THOMPSON

& ASSOCIATES
HOMES and MOBILE HOMES
FOR RENT

gtatx.com

817-246-4646

089 Wanted to Rent

Looking for a room, used RV,
small trailer, or living space to
rent for myself. Call Sandy 936-
524-0830.

Apply in person at:
605 N. Business 287, Ste 102, Decatur, Texas or call
Human Resources
940-627-6362 | hr.info@klementford.com
Jodi Pettis, Executive Director

All full-time positions offer growth opportunities
& a full benefits package including
Medical, Dental, Vision, Life, 401 (k) & more.
EEOC

040 Home Improvement @057  Pets/Livestock

BILL ROSSER PAINTING &
HORSE SALE

REMODELING. Big Savings:
January 5th, 2024

$100 off any job of $1,000
or more. Painting, Carpentry, =

J Y Tack Sale Begins at 6:00 PM
Horses Follow

Porch Covers, Decks. FREE

LEE Storage e N TN R T 1

CLASSIFIEDS!

INNERSPACE STORAGE. Hwy
199, Springtown. Now renting all
unit sizes, 24-hour access. 682-
842-1414.

088 Rent Unfurnished

Rent Special, reduced rent &
security Deposit. 2-2 4-PLEX.
$1, 050/mo $600/security
deposit, WBFP, walk-in closets,
box windows, large kitchen w/
pantry, 1,100 sf. 817-360-3039.

1 bed/1 bath with bonus room,
$1025/mo all utilities paid. $700
deposit. Contact AAA Properties,
817-598-0663

APT. - 2 bed, 1 bath, carport,
lakeview, CA & heat, $1,000
incl. bills. 817-237-7972 ask for

ESTIMATES. Call 817-304-9974;
866-374-3559.

Kevin’s
Handyman
Services

40 Years
Experience

« Carpentry

o Drywall & Painting

« Tile & Laminate Floors
e Doors & Windows

e Decks & Stairs

« Cabinets & Countertops
« No Job Too Small

Springtown and
Surrounding Areas

231-445-1221

Stephenville Cattle Co.
Highway 281 North « Stephenville, TX
Troy 254-967-1950 » Barn 254-968-4844

062 Plumbing

LANDERS

Plumbing Co.
940-233-2862

M-10078

Need to sell your car?
(Call today and ask
about our $29.95
3-MONTH SPECIAL!

The Tri-County Reporter
817-270-3340

‘Ash Creek
Storage

Convenient Location
- Corner of Main St. & Locust ¢ Azle

817-444-3292

069 Sand/Gravel

% Quality @
Q’ Family Business VA
<< Since 1938 )
Jas) ol
'06 "% Cliff Hall ‘ﬂ

(817) 221-2681

We go the extra mile to ensure
you get more for your $.
On House Pads, Driveways,
Lot Clearing & Tractor Work, Etc.

Devin’s Handyman Service

e Carpentry e Insulation

e Cement e Kitchen/ g%véiﬁ

* Rock Bath 20% OFF

e Granite * Roof & with @7y Y
e Tile Gutters this ad! sl

¢ Painting e Powerwashing i

e Siding e Decks

Call Devin at 817-629-9608

046 Looking to Buy M 066 Roofing

Looking to buy a house, 1200-
2000 Square Ft, 3-2, pre owned,
2 car garage min., 1-5 acre lot,
Springtown area. Text 817-996-
6351. See section 80.

(1:¥4 Lost & Found

Found keys on Moran Rd., Azle,
contact with description. 817-
832-8879.

049 Masonry/Stonework

AZLE TX
ilva
Masonry ...

CONCRETE

COMMERCIAL * RESIDENTIAL
Landscape Designs, Outdoor Kitchens
Patios, Retaining Walls, Mailboxes

All Types Stone & Brick Work ~ Free
New Construction ® Remodels Estimates

817-308-6512

email alvarogsilva@verizon.net

U.S. Army Retired-but not tired!
Careful moving-Cheap.
Call Big Jim @ 817-237-5151.

057 Pets/Livestock

Will pay top dollar for grazing
and hay leases. Call 940-389-
1936.

Adver’rising Worksl

ROOFING & METAL
BUILDINGS =

817-304-4224

Tired of always
replacing your roof?

Call us for a
metal roof quote.

We’ll be here
aften the storun.

Miles Roofing

e Insurance Claim

Specialists;
e Free Estimates
817-797-3420

Co
Metal Building

owner Rodney Vick
817-220-3044

fax 817-523-7639

cell 817-253-1614

Specialist
* Weld Ups/ Bolt Ups
* Pipe Fencing
* Concrete
* Horse Barns
* All Types Fencing
e Metal Roofs

Compare Pricing
NO JOBTOO SMALL

079 Welding

Our Business o Metal Budldinge
- Aud We'ne Good!
DESIGN FABRICATION ERECTION

(*Joflf“"t METAL
BUILDING SYSTEMS

Fabrication and erection of quality
metal buildings at reasonable prices,
any size - any design

one. 817-237-2282
Fax 817-237-0904

Mark Cozart Jeremy Cozart

817-233-6668 817-237-2028

Metal Building Erectors
* Pre-enginered Weld-up
* Barns/Shops
¢ Arenas/Hangars
¢ Fencing

1220 E. Hwy. 199 ¢ Springtown
817-220-2150
www.weld-done.net

080 Lots/Acreage

Wanted: Springtown area house
on 1-5 acre lot. See section 46.
817-996-6351.

SOLID

¢ Metal Buildings

e Steel Components
¢ Welding Supplies
¢ Concrete Supplies

8894 W Hwy 199 ¢ Springtown

817-220-0008

www.SolidSS.com Ik

STEEL SOLUTIONS

e Fabrication Supplies
¢ Pipe Fencing

e Deer Blinds

¢ Deer Feeders

DIAMOND

A

B>
ROOFING 7

& CONSTRUCTION

417 N. MAIN ST * SPRINGTOWN

817-523-4137

Hene Bepore The Stenm, Hene Long Aften.

Commercial &
Residential

* Roofing

e Metal Roofing

e Carports

e Metal Buildings

o All General
Contracting

4
BBB.
ACCREDITED

P N
2 MasterElile

081 Business/Commercial

40x50 building For Rent,
3 miles west of Springtown.
817-713-7495.

For Lease: 1 acre fenced lot
with security. Use for material,
equipment storage or other. 196
E Main St, Azle. $1500/mo. 214-
435-2342.

Adverﬁsing Works!

Darlia.

1516 CORAL CUT OFF
2-1-1 $1,195.MO. $800 DEP.
1904 CORAL RD

2-1-1 $1,245.M0. $800 DEP.
1513 CORAL CUT OFF

i  3-1-1 $1,345.MO. $1,000 DEP.

1572 REEF
3-2-1 $1,395.MO0. $1,000 DEP.

| Gene Thompson & Associates

817-246-4646 gtatx.com

Tiny House for rent, new 1/1/1
covered carport, fence yard.
Briar $1,100 per month and
$1,000 deposit, ready now John
Clevenger 817 307 2511

Room, Kitchen, and utilities for
rent. $600/mo $100/ dep. All
utilities paid. 817-996-0530.

Check out
the Home
Improvement
Specialists in the
Classifieds for
help with your
next project!

Gateway Apartments
313 Gateway - Azle - 817-444-0882
TDD 800-760-1997
Energy Efficient -
Off Street Parking - Water Paid
Fully Equipped Laundry
ONE & TWO BEDROOMS

Central Heat/Air

Rent Based On Income

For Qualified Applicants

62 years of age or older, handicap/disabled, regardless of age

This institution is an equal
opportunity prouvider
and employer

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

&

Spring Garden and Spring Garden V
Apartments of Springtown

NOW ACGEPTING APPLICATIONS FOR

Disabled, Low Income and Senior
Tenants, 62 yecars of age or
older, handicapped/disabled
regardiess of age

1,2,3 Bedroom Duplex

Amenities Include

Ceramic Tile, Ceiling Fans,
Washer/Dryer Connections,
Stove, Refrigerator and Dishwasher
*Must Mecet Housing Qualifications*
wam Spring Garden....... 817-523-7555
Spring Garden V....817-220-5585

This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

AZLE OAKS
APARTMENT

700 JARVIS ¢ AZLE
817-444-1712

1 & 2 Bedroom
Unfurnished
Accepting Applications

Rent based on income

TDD:

§5mm 800-735-2989 %2

This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

\in the |
classifieds?
AN ==\

* TRI-CounTY
107
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817-270-334

Deadline:
1:00 PM FRIDAY

Classifieds

TexSCAN Week of
Dec. 31, 2023-Jan. 6, 2024

ACREAGE

LAND FOR SALE. Hunting, recreational, retirement.
Hill Country, Trans Pecos Region, South Texas.
30-year fixed rate, owner financing, 5% down.
www.ranchenterprisesltd.com. 800-876-9720.

ALMANAC

The gift that keeps you learning — the Texas
Almanac 2024-2025 is the premier reference for
everything Texas. The entire book is revised with
the latest information, including the 254 county
maps and population estimates for every Texas
town. https://www.legacyoftexas.com/product/
texas-almanac-2024-2025.

BASEBALL

BOB’S BASEBALL TOURS - August 2-12, 2024.
See MLB games in Cincinnati, Detroit, Cleveland,
Pittsburgh, Toronto, Boston & NY Yankees. Visit
Baseball, Hockey, Basketball, Pro Football and Rock
& Roll Halls of Fame, guided Tour of Manhattan.
$3,500/person based on double hotel occupancy.
Quality motor coach, hotels & game tickets. Call/text
507-217-1326. Also offering Arizona/Grand Canyon
Spring Training Tour & New York/New England Fall
Foliage Tour in '24!

ENERGY

Prepare for power outages today with a Generac
Home Standby Generator. Act now to receive a FREE
7-Year warranty with qualifying purchase. Call 1-855-
704-8579 today to schedule a free quote. It’s not just
a generator. It’s a power move.

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

Applying for Social Security Disability or Appealing
a Denied Claim? Call Bill Gordon & Assoc. Our case
managers simplify the process & work hard to help with
your case. Call 1-844-494-0689 FREE Consultation.
Local Attorneys Nationwide Mail: 2420 N St NW,
Washington DC. Office: Broward Co. FL (TX/NM Bar.)

OIL & GAS RIGHTS

‘We buy oil, gas & mineral rights. Both non-producing
and producing including Non-Participating Royalty
Interest (NPRI). Provide us your desired price for an
offer evaluation. Call today: 806-620-1422. Lobo
Minerals, LLC, PO Box 1800, Lubbock, TX 79408-
1800, LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com.

LOG HOMES

Estate Sale Log Homes — Log Home kits selling
for balance owed, free delivery. Model #101
Carolina, bal. $17,000; Model #203 Georgia,
bal. $19,950; Model #305 Biloxi, bal. $14,500;
Model #403 Augusta, bal. $16,500. View plans
at www.americanloghomesandcabins.com,
704-368-4528.

MEDICAL

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered
by Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility
with the compact design and long-lasting battery of
Inogen One. Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual
Insurance Company. Coverage for 350 plus
procedures. Real dental insurance - NOT just a
discount plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE
Dental Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-
0467 www.dentalSOplus.com/txpress #6258

WATER DAMAGE

'WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP & RESTORATION:
A small amount of water can lead to major damage and
mold growth in your home. Our trusted professionals
do complete repairs to protect your family and your
home’s value! Call 24/7: 1-877-727-3027.

WANTED

Need Extra Cash — I Buy RVs & Mobile Homes
—Travel Trailers, S5th Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper
Pulls. In Any Area, Any Condition — Old/New, Dirty
or Clean! I PAY CASH. No Title — No Problem, we
can apply for one. We go anywhere in Texas. ANR
Enterprises, 956-466-7001.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network

221 Participating Texas Newspapers * Regional Ads

Start At $250  Email ads@texaspress.com

NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We

urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

Find that \R You can

Perfect Sell yours in
Camper or the same section.
RVinthe Call 817-270-3340

Classifieds for more info on our

3ENonthi
Special

Qully$20.95

Name

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE ACROSS 41 “letthe
All real estate advertising 1 this Meharg was

in this newspaper is subject first female Texas

to the Fair Housing Act Secretary of State 46 Cowbo

which makes it illegal to ad- 5 Mineola’s county

vertise “any preference, lim-
itation or discrimination
based on race, color, reli-
gion, sex, handicap, familial
status or national origin, or
an intention, to make any
such preference, limitation
or discrimination” Famil-

7 TX Charley Pride 48 TXism:

tune: “__ Just Me”
8 money machine
9 TXism: “exciting as
afreat
office”
15 TXism: “phoo-____
water” (perfume)
16 TXism: “hot enough

52 Cheryl

42 Odessa’s county
45 king toppers in cards

position (abbr.)
6 Jackson County seat 47 needed in a drought

(small amount)
49 more intelligent

with TX Harrelson
53 comfy room at home

ooy TEXAS
CROSSWORD

by Charley & Guy Orbison

Copyright 2023 by Orbison Bros.

y Jake Ferguson

“usta__”

of film “Wilson”

ial status includes children
under the age of 18 living
with parents or legal custo-
dians, pregnant women and
people securing custody of
children under 18.

_ a
horny toad”

19 ablimp, e.g.

21 TX Jimmy Webb
wrote “‘By the

_ Get to Phoenix” 4 42 43 [44 45
This newspaper will not 22 in Anderson County 54 voting yes
knowingly accept any ad- on U.S. 287 55 use a needle 46 4 48
vertising for real estate 27 ___ weevil came and thread 5 TRE o170
which is in violation of the 2 tTOXliJs.ril' t:[]‘: Texas DOWN
!aw. Our readers are hel‘reby Sack' 1 female sheep 10 TX Simmons who ~ °2
1nf0rmed thgt all flwelhngs 29 married woman 2 a car modification, developed the “lev- =
advertised in this news- in Mexico e.g. (abbr) eraged buyout” (init.) 31 “don’t ___out
paper are available on an 30 1960's protests 3 Wood County 11 org. in Europe 54 your welcome”
equal opportunity basis. To 32 this Palmer won newspaper 12 1-20 that runs 34 Texas pest: fire ___
complain of discrimination the Texas Open 4 TXRobert ____ across Texas 55 35 this Nellie was in
call HUD tollfree at 1-800- three times (init.) was 13 Corey Seager had limo with JFK (init.)
669-9777. The toll-free 33 TXism:‘he g.S. Secretary of 6 of these in the 37 passed away
with the ommerce 2023 World Series 40 wound reminder
ffelil}?ifllloniemngir;letzflgsffsg(l)f_ﬁ facts” (ar) (1989-92) 14 Japanese wrestling 20 sharpen, like skills 43 TXism:“___on
g 1mp 36 Gulf shrimp catchers 8 Corey Seagergot 15 heaven 22 former Cowboy the barrel head”
927-9275. 37 this conven. was thistoendano- 16 __ -A-Whirl rides star, Emmitt (init) 44 Txism:*
in Houston in 1928 hitter in game 5 of are built in Plainview 23 modern lights a whipped pup”
8a_ - pizza the 2023 World 17 returns a case to 24 “half hitch,” e.g. 50 Texans have to
is a small one Series (2 wds.) a lower court 25 did 20-down _____carregistra-
39 Fair Park is on the 9 TXism: “plain as 18 UT has 1st photo 26 avid paintings tion annually
EQUAL HOUSING o the ever taken, by this collector? (2wds.) 51 TXism: “dot the i’s
OPPORTUNITY Dallas ___chart’ French inventor 28 welcome rugs and cross the __”

a new car for a road trip? 4%

Find that Perfect Car or Truck in
the Community Classifieds.,

7

?ﬁ.ﬁ'?an Selllyour. Autol
_in the sam€ ~ -

W Call8T72270-33 10 NS

'morerinfolon Our:

3-MonthiSpecial.O

i

1

BSCRIBHIONIOEE]

13 Months for the price of 12

Do you and your best friend nee
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I eicad Last Puzzle
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4%

Check one:

[ ]$50.00

IN-COUNTY

Address

Tarrant, Parker &
Wise only

City

State

Zip

| |$40.00 !

ONLINE ONLY

View an online replica of the
paper without receiving a
printed copy

o County

Daytime ph.

[ ]$70.00

OUT-OF-COUNTY

Texas and elsewhere

Clip and mail with check to:

321 W. Main Street ¢ Azle, Texas 76020

THE

TRI*

CoUNTY REPORTER

THE NEWS OF AZLE,

SPRINGTOWN, AND SURROUNDING AREAS

[ |$80.00

OUT-OF-STATE
Within the US
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