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Flying high
Azle High School drone team places
fourth at national Bell contest

ZACH FREEMAN 
azlereporter@tricountyreporter.com

AZLE — For the golf ball 
citizens living in a miniature 
Bell City, Azle High School 
students’ piloting skills 
meant the difference between 
life and a simulated fiery 
death. 

Azle High School’s Hornet 
Drones team participated in 
the Bell Advanced Vertical 
Robotics (AVR) champion-
ship qualifier Nov. 12, win-
ning third place for the day PLEASE SEE DRONE  | A5

and ranking fifth out of over 
75 teams from across the U.S. 
and Canada. The team had 
the second highest score in 

‘Strongly opposed’
Silver Creek-area residents speak out
against proposed recycling facility

MADELYN EDWARDS
springtownreporter@tricountyreporter.com 

FORT WORTH, Texas — The 
auditorium at Brewer High 
School filled up last week as 
dozens of Silver Creek-area 
residents came out to oppose 
a municipal solid waste re-
cycling facility being built in 
their neighborhood.

Officials from 
Texas Commission on 
Environmental Quality 
hosted the meeting on Dec. 
5 to collect public comments 
regarding the facility, which 
would be located at 3411 
Silver Creek Road on what is 
currently a sand and gravel 
quarry. As of the meeting 
date, TCEQ was still review-
ing the facility’s registration 
application.

Residents feared the recy-

cling facility would bring in 
several unfavorable out-
comes, such as impact the 
water quality, increase traffic, 
contaminate the air quality 
and decrease property values 
among other effects on resi-
dents’ quality of life.

Earlier this year, architec-
tural and engineering design 
firm Parkhill submitted a reg-
istration application to TCEQ 
on behalf of BAP Kennor 
Landfill, LLC regarding the 
solid waste recycling facility. 
If built, the facility would ac-
cept recyclable materials like 
construction and demolition 
materials that are not decay-
able, hazardous, liquid or 

household wastes, consult-
ing engineer Frank Pugsley 
said during the meeting and 
detailed in the application. 
The recyclable processed 
materials would be sold, and 
nonrecyclable residue would 
be disposed of offsite at an 
authorized facility. The appli-
cation noted the facility isn’t 
expected to produce objec-
tionable odors or contami-
nated water. The application 
also states that any liquids 
from the facility would be 
disposed of without causing 
surface water or groundwater 
pollution and any wastewater 
would be treated.

“No rainfall or runoff will PLEASE SEE FACILITY | A3

be directly discharged to any 
receiving stream without 
proper stormwater treatment 
controls,” Pugsley said dur-
ing the meeting.

Water quality was a major 
concern during the meet-
ing. Tarrant Regional Water 
District general manager 
Dan Buhman said district of-
ficials have concerns about 
how contaminated water will 
be managed onsite. Buhman 
added that BAP Kennor’s ap-
plication is lacking on details 
about how the facility will 
handle precipitation coming 
onto waste and secondary 
materials stored outdoors.

“We support the request 

for more information re-
garding potential impacts 
from stormwater runoff to 
downstream waters and want 
to ensure they provide ad-
equate monitoring so they 
don’t take any contaminated 
waste, which would certainly 

threaten our water quality,” 
Buhman said during the pub-
lic meeting.

The effect on groundwa-
ter is particularly relevant to 
Silver Creek area residents 
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At a meeting last week at Brewer High School, Tarrant County 
Commissioner Manny Ramirez objected to the use of a decades-old 
permit being used to justify a proposed recycling facility.

Neighbor to Neighbors board
member, longtime volunteer to retire
Ellis: ‘I feel like God has His foot on my back and pushes me all the time.’

MADELYN EDWARDS
springtownreporter@tricountyreporter.com 

SPRINGTOWN — Connie 
Ellis’ favorite picture is one 
taken years ago that in-
cludes several of her fellow 
Neighbor to Neighbors food 
pantry volunteers. 

“It’s got people that I love,” 
Ellis said about why she likes 
the photo. “It’s got people 

that I understand what the 
sadness in their life is, and I 
also understand the glorious 
part of their life.”

After more than 20 years 
of service, 78-year-old Ellis is 
retiring from the Neighbor to 
Neighbors board at the end of 
the year. 

Ellis’ roots in Springtown 
date back to 1884 when her 
family arrived in town on 

wagons. After high school, 
Ellis married a man she met 
when she was a senior in high 
school on a blind date. 

“When I was in high school, 
there were 40 dairies in 
Springtown, and everybody 
was a dairyman,” Ellis said. 
“I had already decided that I 
could not live on a dairy, so 
I had to find somebody who 
wasn’t a dairyman, and Jerry 

Ellis came along as a blind 
date, and he was a college 
man.”

The Ellises eventually set-
tled in Hobbs, New Mexico, 
and stayed there for over 30 
years. During the 1990s, Jerry 
Ellis became sick with can-
cer, and the couple decided 
to move back to Springtown 

PLEASE SEE ELLIS | A4
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Connie Ellis, longtime Neighbor to Neighbors volunteer, plans to 
retire from the food pantry’s board this year. She is pictured with a 
plaque commemorating her service at Neighbor to Neighbors and 
her favorite picture of the food pantry’s volunteers. 
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During a fl ight outside Azle High School, Azle students recounted how they watched other teams crash 
spectacularly, have parts fl y off  and start battery fi res. “It was wonderful,” one team member said “Some 
of those kids, you wonder if how like if anyone taught them about safety or fl ying the drones. One team 
burnt through all four of their motors twice.”

‘Tis the season
Springtown hosts fifth annual
Old-Fashioned Christmas event

MADELYN EDWARDS | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

Springtown High School choir students sing carols at Springtown’s Old-Fashioned Christmas. 

SEE MORE PHOTOS | A16
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Greater Metro West Association of Realtors 
installs new president, gives awards
MADELYN EDWARDS
springtownreporter@tricountyreporter.com 

SPRINGTOWN — The 
Greater Metro West 
Association of Realtors wel-
comed its 2024 President Lisa 
Elkins at the annual instal-
lation and awards banquet 
Dec. 7 at the Covered Bridge 
Venue in Springtown.

Parker County resident 

Elkins has worked in the real 
estate industry starting at 
18 years old as a multifamily 
leasing agent. For the past 27 
years, she has listed and sold 
real estate, become a broker, 
managed an office, mentored 
new agents, taught classes 
and volunteered with the as-
sociation, she said during 
her speech at the banquet. In 
2010, she graduated from the 

Texas Realtors Leadership 
Program, where she was in-
troduced to Greater Metro 
West Association of Realtors. 
She has served on various as-
sociation committees. 

“There are many people in 
this room that I have served 
with over the years, and we 
have supported each other in 
many different ways — vol-
unteering, serving on com-
mittees, being on the other 
side of a transaction or mas-
terminding with each other,” 
Elkins said. “Iron sharpens 
iron, and let me just say, 
there is a lot of iron in this 
room tonight.” 

She continued, “I am very 
proud that I get to serve this 
association. Our past presi-
dents have left great exam-
ples of achievements and 
blueprints on how to tackle 
some of the issues that we 
face today.”

Elkins laid out her goals for 
2024, including completing 
the technology and commu-
nications conversion, con-
tinuing to have a variety of 
relevant classes for members 
via the education commit-
tee and maintaining relation-
ships with the counties repre-
sented by the association to 
promote realtor participation 
and involvement. 

Elkins thanked Past 
President Karen Mitchell 
“for leading us through the 
beginnings of our season of 
change.” 

“Not only are you a col-
league but you have become 
one of my dearest friends,” 
Elkins said of Mitchell. 

Mitchell herself shared 
a few words during the 
banquet. 

“It has been a great honor 
to serve as the board presi-
dent for Greater Metro West 
this past year,” Mitchell said. 
“Having the privilege of rep-
resenting such a well-respect-
ed organization has been 

an experience I will always 
remember, and I appreciate 
each and every one of you 
that have worked hard and 
supported me this year.” 

 Mitchell recapped the asso-
ciation’s year, including how 
the association’s new execu-
tive, Malyn Powers, was hired. 
Mitchell credited Powers with 
getting the associations fi-
nancial information online, 
which created a more user-
friendly payment process. 

“I definitely want to thank 
our staff, Malyn Powers, 
Christine Rogers and Shawn 
Campbell for their tireless 
support of our association,” 
Mitchell said. 

The association now has a 
communications and tech-
nology committee, which 
hopes to get the associa-
tion’s website updated and 
improve member commu-
nication, Mitchell said. The 
education committee created 
new classes for members on 
topics such as water wells 
and landscaping. The associa-
tion is also looking forward 
to hosting a Farm and Ranch 
Summit in February. 

Of Elkins, Mitchell said 
she met her in a commit-
tee meeting and thought she 
was interesting because she 
spoke her mind. Mitchell 
later found out her father 
was Elkins’ junior high school 
band director. 

“We have traveled and 
worked together for a couple 
of years now, and I can as-
sure you that there is not a 
more dedicated servant of 
the greater good than Lisa 
Elkins,” Mitchell said. 

In addition to Elkins, the 
following 2024 officers and 
directors were installed: 
President Elect Amanda 
Howard, Secretary/Treasurer 
Raquel Harbin, Immediate 
Past President Mitchell, David 
Bourquin, Dana Bryant, Terri 
Stokes, Kimberly Hernandez, 
Mike Withaeger, Nancy 
Foust, Louisa Davis, Tammy 
Cheatham, Shelly Allred and 
Matthew Walker. 

AWARDS
The Greater Metro West 

Association of Realtors is-
sued several awards at the 
banquet, starting with the 

new C.T. Duncan Legacy 
Award. C.T. Duncan was a 
charter member of the as-
sociation, an original “house 
flipper” before it was popu-
lar and was very involved in 
the Weatherford and Parker 
County community. Duncan’s 
son Jim, also an association 
charter member, won the 
legacy award on Dec. 7. 

Jim Duncan graduated 
from Texas Tech University 
and joined his father’s real 
estate company in 1968. 
Today, he serves on a number 
of boards and committees, in-
cluding being an active mem-
ber of the association. 

In addition, the new 
President’s Award was given 
to Terin Realty broker Terri 
Stokes, Affiliate of the Year 
went to Jennifer Morris 
of All Western Mortgage, 
Realtor Spirit Award went 
to Kimberly Hernandez 
of Parker Douglas Realty, 
Rookie of the Year was 
awarded to Cassie Mueller of 
Parker Douglas Realty and 
Karen Mitchell was named 
Realtor of the Year. 
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Greater Metro West Association of Realtors’ 2024 President Lisa 
Elkins, right, presents Past President Karen Mitchell with a plaque 
commemorating her leadership in 2023. Mitchell also won the 
Realtor of the Year award at the annual installation and awards 
banquet Dec. 7. 
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Greater Metro West Association of Realtors charter member Jim Duncan installs Lisa Elkins as the 2024 
president Dec. 7. 

After installing her as president, Greater Metro West Association of 
Realtors charter member Jim Duncan places a pin on 2024 President 
Lisa Elkins at the annual installation and awards banquet Dec. 7.
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Aim small, miss small
Sam Houston is a syndicated columnist and newspaper 
executive. He is also an author, actor, playwright and 
entertainment producer/promoter.

FROM MY FRONT PORCH
By Sam Houston

The fall and early winter-
time bring back wonderful 
memories of years gone by. 
Times spent walking through 
a field with a good quail dog, 
wing-shooting ducks from a 
blind, and being camouflaged 
sitting against a tree waiting 
for a Tom turkey were hours 
spent in the great outdoors 
enjoying the thrill of the 
hunt.

Seems like I learned to 
shoot at an early age, with 
most of my instruction com-
ing from my grandfather. I 
remember well the first time 
we were bird hunting and 
a large covey of quail rose, 
beating their wings in rapid 
ascent, scattering in a thou-
sand directions. The sound of 
the birds breaking from the 
brush overwhelmed my heart 
with excitement. The gun 
rose to my shoulder while 
my eyes took in the cha-

otic scene. The trigger was 
pulled, and then pulled again 
and again and no birds fell 
from the sky. Turning to my 
grandfather I could mutter 
nothing other than, “how did 
I miss?” There had been as 
many as 15 to 20 birds in the 
covey, and when they rose 
the sky seemed to be liter-
ally full of quail. How could I 
miss all those birds? We had 
practiced with a clay target 
thrower and been proud of 
the progress I had made. 
My taste buds were salivat-
ing thinking of fried quail 
in the skillet, and yet I had 

not dropped a single bird. 
Granddad had dropped two.

Granddad’s face did not 
change expression. He simply 
said, “aim small, miss small.” 
The blank look on my face 
revealed confusion as I tried 
to interpret what the heck his 
statement meant. Speaking 
rhetorically, he elaborated. 
“Did you look at the covey or 
did you aim at a particular 
bird? If you do not focus on 
one bird at a time, you will 
miss all of them. Try to focus 
your eye to aim at a specific 
part of the bird. Imagine your 
target is the bird’s eye. If you 

focus on that specifically, you 
will hit your target, then you 
can move to the next bird and 
do the same thing. You will 
find you will get a lot of “dou-
bles” when you aim small.”

It took me a bit to let 
Granddad’s wise words settle 
into my brain. As we walked, 
I had a pep talk with myself, 
and the next time the dog 
stopped on point alerting us 
a covey was near, I was ready. 
When the covey rose, I fo-
cused on a single quail in the 
group, dropped the bird, and 
then swung to aim at another. 
I missed the second shot, but 
the results proved the coach-
ing I had received was mean-
ingful. I had focused on the 
smallest part of the bird and 
got a positive result.

Texas politics got me to 
thinking about “aim small, 
miss small.” One of the rea-
sons why our government 

keeps getting bigger and 
bigger is because our politi-
cians do not “aim small, miss 
small.” They focus on grandi-
ose accomplishments, rather 
than simply doing the job for 
which they were elected. It 
seems like most politicians 
feel like they must do more 
than their predecessor so 
they have accomplishments 
they can recite when they run 
for reelection, or more often, 
when they seek a higher of-
fice. This “ambition” leads 
officeholders to expand their 
office into even more and big-
ger government.

I am not sure how much 
I care if a county commis-
sioner, or justice of the peace 
has an opinion on abortion, 
on school vouchers or the 
border. Understand these are 
all issues that need to be dis-
cussed and debated among 
the electorate, but none of 

these issues fall under the 
duties of those officeholders. 
If our officeholders would 
simply invest their time into 
performing the job for which 
they were elected, and do-
ing it as well as they can, we 
would all be better off. Our 
government would be more 
effective also. A man or wom-
an officeholder who takes 
care of the business at hand 
instead of spending much 
of their time wooing voters 
for their next campaign will 
get my vote. They should get 
yours, too.

Thought for the day: 
Politicians are the only peo-
ple in the world who create 
problems, and then campaign 
against them.

Until next time…I will keep 
ridin’ the storm out.

sam@hcnews.com

Let’s Talk Azle – Just Makes Sense Part 3 of 4 

Mr. Smith started his career in education in July of 1994 right 
here in Azle ISD. He taught agricultural science at Azle High 
School, served as a high school assistant principal, principal 
of Walnut Creek Elementary, director of district operations, 

LET’S TALK AZLE 
By Todd Smith, M.Ed., Superintendent 
of Schools  - Azle ISD

assistant superintendent, and interim superintendent from March 7, 2020, until becoming 
Superintendent in June of 2020. He is thankful for the passion and dedication exhibited by 
Azle ISD faculty and staff and is extremely proud of the work Azle ISD has accomplished and 
the impact they will continue to make on the lives of our students.

A little over two years ago, 
Jamie Westbrook, Azle ISD 
social worker, and I were 
asked to take part in focus 
group meetings with other 
community members. The 
discussions centered on 
research related to behav-
ioral pathways that lead 
toward extreme behaviors, 
actions and even targeted 
violence. Following the focus 
groups, additional meet-
ings with community lead-
ers were held, which even-
tually led to the creation of 
our Community Resilience 
Steering Committee, who 
branded this initiative as 
“Let’s Talk Azle.”

Let’s Talk Azle focuses 
on improving communica-
tion. Because of this, it only 
made sense for us to be a 

partner. As a school district, 
we routinely have conversa-
tions regarding the skills our 
students need. In the educa-
tion setting, buzz words such 
as college, career or military 
readiness are routine. Top 
of the list for personal-type 
skills include being able to 
communicate, collaborate 
and work with others, often 
referenced as “soft skills.”

In Azle ISD, our conversa-
tions focus on creating expe-
riences for our students that 
get them LIFE ready, not just 
on a college, career or mili-
tary pathway. This involves 
taking behaviors referenced 
as “soft skills” and shifting 
them to a mindset of HUMAN 
skills. These complement job-
specific skills and help our 
students become productive 

members of society.
The seven key principles 

identified in Let’s Talk Azle 
align with our values, mis-
sion, vision and beliefs, espe-
cially our vision statement of 
“Every child will be future-
ready, not by chance but by 
design.” Let’s Talk Azle pro-
vides key strategies related 
to improving one’s commu-
nication skills. Additionally, 
Let’s Talk principles involve 
intentionality, providing 
strategies for communicating 
about tough topics and how 
to do so peacefully. This not 
only improves relationships 
within our classrooms and 
educational environments 
but also in our households 
and community.

Two other Let’s Talk Azle 
principles which align direct-

ly with our work in Azle ISD 
include strategies for how to 
deal with social media and 
news consumption. In our 
ever-developing technologi-
cal world, it is critical that our 
students understand digital 
citizenship. Most of our bul-
lying-related cases or threats 
of violence are connected to 
social media. We are teaching 
our students the importance 
of digital leadership in what 
has become a digitalized 
world.

Regarding news consump-
tion, we continue to work 
with students on identifying 
reliable and credible news 
media sources. This is of-
ten challenging, with many 
sources being various social 
media platforms or social 
media influencers.

I have focused most of this 
article on how Let’s Talk Azle 
strategies provide opportu-
nities for the 7,200 students 
and more than 1,000 em-
ployees within our buildings. 
It is important, however, to 
circle back to the where this 
all started — providing those 
with behavioral pathways 
leading toward targeted vio-
lence an off-ramp. Sadly, in 
today’s society these type 
behaviors often feed into the 
school environment in behav-
iors toward staff, behaviors at 
sporting events and — hope-
fully never experienced in 
Azle ISD — acts of violence.

We are proud of our Let’s 
Talk Azle partnership and 
remain committed to making 
our Azle ISD community a re-
silient one.

who use water wells, resident 
and community organizer 
Katheryn Moore said.

Capacity for disposing 
of solid waste in the west-
ern North Texas area is 
running out. Pugsley refer-
enced a study by the North 
Central Texas Council of 
Governments that was com-
pleted in 2021 and aimed 
to examine long-term solid 
waste needs in the western 
region, including Tarrant 
and Parker counties. The fi-
nal needs assessment shows 
Tarrant County’s population 
alone is expected to grow by 
49% between 2020 and 2050. 
The council of governments’ 
study states that landfill ca-
pacity will be filled by 2036 
if there aren’t any changes to 
disposal capacity.

“The purpose of the study 
was that there was a realiza-
tion that there is dwindling 
disposal capacity in the west-
ern part of our region and 
something needs to be done 
about it due to future popula-
tion growth,” Pugsley said, 
adding that construction 
waste from housing an in-

FACILITY
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creased population will have 
to be disposed somewhere.

Pugsley said the recycling 
facility on Silver Creek Road 
will allow for more capacity 
at existing landfills, help stop 
illegal dumping and aid com-
mercial recycling efforts in 
the region. 

In BAP Kennor’s applica-
tion, Pugsley referenced the 
space planned for the facility 
— about 6.6 acres on about 

141.7-acre tract of land — 
was permitted decades ago 
for a municipal solid waste 
facility. 

During the Dec. 5 meet-
ing, Municipal Solid Waste 
Permits Section manager 
Megan Henson said the pro-
posed recycling facility is 
on the same property as an 
inactive landfill, but unlike a 
landfill, none of the waste ac-
cepted by the facility would 
be buried onsite.

Tarrant County 
Commissioner Manny 
Ramirez objected to the use 
of a decades old permit being 
used to justify the recycling 
facility.

“This permit was filed in 
1980,” Ramirez said during 
the meeting. “The area has 
grown up since then. There 
was not quite the residential 
presence there was. There 
wasn’t the population growth 
that we have had in the north-
west region, and more im-
portantly, the infrastructure 
— both roadways, bridges, 
water, sewer, etcetera — 
has not kept pace with the 
growth. This permit that was 
approved in 1980 — or active 
or however the process is — I 
think that it’s exposed a pret-
ty fatal flaw in the permitting 
system; where a permit can 
be approved in perpetuity, 
not acted upon for 40 years 
and then activated is a signifi-
cant concern, not just for this 
project but I’m certain for 
projects across Texas.”

At the beginning of the 
meeting, State Rep. Charlie 
Geren told the audience that 
only environmental issues 
would be considered, not 
the separate issue of traf-
fic. However, traffic was 
a big concern of multiple 
residents, including Randy 
Limbaugh who lives within 
five miles of the proposed 
facility.

“We’re here to lend our sup-
port against the permit and 
trying to prevent extra con-
gestion and traffic (on) roads 

we travel daily and deteriora-
tion of those roads because 
that seems to be somewhat 
of an issue these days in the 
Fort Worth area,” Limbaugh 
said.

In addition to traffic, Moore 
said the community is also 
worried about the impact 
large trucks would have on 
local bridges and how often 
the road would need to be 
closed for repairs.

“Whenever there’s con-
struction, it’s taxing on the 
local community,” Moore 
said. “If we have to find an 
alternate route, that is re-
ally far out of our way and 
adds 10-15 minutes both 
ways. There’s that and then 
there’s all the neighborhoods 
and the only way they can 
get into their neighborhood 
is off of Silver Creek (Road) 
and so once again, if there’s 
construction, that’s tough on 
them, too.”

Texas Department of 
Transportation wrote Pugsley 
in a letter from October that 
the facility is not expected to 
substantially increase traffic 
in the area.

“The facility as it stands 
today is only projected to 
add less than 3% to the back-
ground traffic on Silver Creek 
Road,” Pugsley said dur-
ing the meeting, which was 
met with audience members 
laughing and groaning in 
disbelief.

Several government and 
elected officials expressed 
concerns during the public 
comment period, including 
representatives from Tarrant 
Regional Water District, the 
city of Fort Worth, the city of 
Lake Worth and the Tarrant 
County Commissioners 
Court.

“I am strongly opposed, for 
the 1,000 people that you see 
sitting behind me and for my-
self and my family, strongly 
opposed to this permit,” 
Ramirez said as people be-
hind him cheered. The com-
missioner clarified that he is 

not against a business being 
at that location, just not a re-
cycling facility.

Moore also said about 
1,000 neighbors have voiced 
their opposition to the facil-
ity. Seeing that support and 
neighbors work together has 

been the silver lining to this 
experience, she said. 

“We don’t all have to agree, 
but at least we’ve made each 
other aware of the situa-
tion so nobody feels like 
they were left out and didn’t 
know,” Moore said. 

State Rep. Charlie Geren 
addresses the crowd at a 
meeting Dec. 5 regarding a 
proposed solid waste recycling 
facility planned in the Silver 
Creek area. Fort Worth Assistant City Manager Valerie Washington makes a 

public comment at the meeting regarding a proposed recycling 
facility.

Silver Creek-area resident and community organizer Katheryn 
Moore speaks to Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 
staffers during a meeting Dec. 5.

Silver Creek-area residents Kelli and Randy Limbaugh protest the 
recycling facility on Silver Creek Road with matching T-shirts.
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Optimist
Club of Azle

Meets every 
FRIDAY at 6:45 am

Moe’s Country Kitchen 
316 W. Main, Azle

Azle Boy Scout 
Troop 243

Meets Mondays 7 pm
Azle First Assembly of God
1020 Southeast Parkway

troop243azle.org

Rotary
Club 

of Azle
MEETS AT NOON 

THURSDAY
412 Commerce St. 

(across from Azle Post Office)

Addiction wants to destroy 
you & everyone around you.

The Finish Line

With Jesus there 
is Victory over 
addiction.
GET BACK IN 
THE RACE!

Meetings held every Friday from
7:30pm-9:30pm at The Church at Azle

1801 S. Stewart • Azle • 817-401-8513 
www.ourfinishline.com

Floor School or Work 
7:30 PM 

THURSDAY NIGHT
Kenny Patrick- Worshipful Master

Chris Akers - Secretary
Clint Hall - Treasurer

Azle Lodge
No. 601

817-444-2300
412 Commerce St.

Volunteer Caregiver 
Training Classes

Classes open to 
public at no charge

Good N.E.W.S.

Our 
Volunteers 

Make a 
Difference!

Caregiver Volunteer Meeting
1st Monday of 

Each Month at 6pm

Living at Home Block Nurse Program

Meets 2nd TUESDAY 6:30 PM 

412 Commerce, Azle 
e-clubhouse.org/sites/azle_tk/

Jamie Westbrook - president 
817-550-7625

Azle Lion’s Club
Volunteers Needed 

TexasHealth.org/ 
Volunteer/Our-Process

RAINBOW INN GIFT SHOP 
Inside Hospital 108 Denver Trail 

Azle 817-444-8651
ATTIC RERUNS 

NOW OPEN! FRI 9-4 SAT 9-1 
714 SE Pkwy Azle 817-270-3690

Daily meetings at Noon & 6:30 pm 
Sunday at 3 pm

229 S. Stewart St. • Azle
817-332-3533

Faced with a 
DRINKING Problem?

Perhaps Alcoholics Anonymous can HELP.

10328 Jacksboro Hwy
Fort Worth TX 76135

817-237-1819
www.emphc.org

Mon 12-6 pm Thurs 12-6 pm
Se Habla eSpañol

Clubs and Clubs and 
OrganizationsOrganizations

Concerned about 
someone with an addiction?

Meetings Mon & Fri 6:30 pm
229 S. Stewart St. (left door) Azle

www.al-anon.org
azlesanctuaryafg@gmail.com

Leading People to Jesus Christ 
through the 12 Step Program 

alongside the Biblical Principals

120 E. Main St., Azle, TX 
Tuesdays 7-8:15 pm

For info contact Greg S. 
817-851-8648

COMMUNITY CHURCH

Christian Leaders partnering together 
with one voice to impact our culture for 

Christ. We celebrate unity amidst diversity 
as we pastor our community.

Luncheon meetings 
11:45 a.m. - 1 p.m. 2nd Tues of each 

month; location varies.
See www.azlema.com or email 

director@azlema.com for additional 
information.

817-200-4611

Love God. Love People. Love Your City.
Dream Center open 9-3 M-F 

11698 FM730 S. Azle
FOR QUESTIONS CALL:

833-4WE-SERV
servolutionnetwork.com

Azle council tweaks donation bin ordinance
ZACH FREEMAN 
azlereporter@tricountyreporter.com

CITY APPROVES UPDATE TO 
DONATION BIN ORDINANCE

AZLE —During a November 
Azle City Council meeting, 
councilmembers made revi-
sions to an ordinance regulat-
ing donation bins that was 
originally passed on Sept. 
17 of this year. After putting 
the ordinance into prac-
tice, the council determined 
there were some issues that 
needed to be addressed with 
an updated Donation Bin 
Ordinance. According to the 
city manager, these changes 
were seen as necessary after 
the council received feedback 
about bins on the properties 
of the Community Caring 
Center, Good N.E.W.S. and 
other organizations. The up-
dated ordinance (2023-22) 
removes fees for on-premises 
bins, limits permit authen-
tication to just notarized 
signatures, changes the pro-
ration to monthly, adds an 
appeals and revocation sec-
tion, and cleans up language. 

Under the language of the 
current ordinance, a dona-
tion bin is any bin, contain-
er, building, trailer, or other 
receptacle equal to or larger 
than 45 cubic feet that is in-
tended for use as a collection 
point for donated clothing 
or other household materi-
als. There is no grandfather 

clause for this ordinance, and 
it is intended to regulate all 
applicable bins regardless of 
when they were placed. The 
ordinance requires bin own-
ers to apply for an annual 
permit and affix a city-pro-
vided decal to the bins or risk 
impoundment. 

The ordinance has already 
taken effect and will be en-
forced by the community de-
velopment department. This 
ordinance does not apply to 
the many “blessing boxes” 
scattered throughout Azle 
and instead came about to 
address the issue of furni-
ture and other large items be-
ing left at bigger bins within 
Azle’s city limits. The annual 
permit fee for a bin that falls 
under the ordinance’s defini-
tion is $200. The impound 
fee for a violating bin is $200 
and the daily storage fee for 
an impounded bin is $20 
per day. The discussion sur-
rounding a donation bin or-
dinance first started during 
the May 16 Azle City Council 
meeting. 

CITY APPROVES CHANGES IN 
RETIREMENT BENEFITS

In lieu of participation in 
Social Security, through the 
Texas Municipal Retirement 
System, the City of Azle has 
provided retirement benefits 
to its employees since 1979. 
In order for these benefits to 
not be watered down by in-
flation over time the city has 

utilized Retirement Cost of 
Living Adjustments or COLAs 
to recalibrate these retirement 
payments in accordance with 
the changing expenses in liv-
ing. Recently enacted Texas 
House Bill 2464 has given 
municipalities the option to 
readjust how they compute 
their COLAs. Under recom-
mendations from city staff, 
the council has agreed on a 
revised plan that’s expected 
to save the city money with 
only a negligible decrease in 
employee benefits. 

“The retires from January 
of 1990, their current 
monthly benefit is $317.38,” 
Assistant City Manager 
Bryant Lawrence said. “If you 
do nothing, their monthly 
benefit in January is going to 
go to $334.55. if you adopt 
this new method, it will be 
$331.78. Here’s one from 
2018; their current monthly 
benefit is $3,667.56. On Jan. 
1, under the current method, 
it will be $3,839.23. Under 
this new method it will be 
$3,833.26. So, a difference of 
six dollars a month.” 

The new plan, passed un-
der Ordinance 2023-21, is 
expected to save the city 
about $40,000 per year 
through at least 2031. The 
savings largely do not come 

from the slight decrease in 
employee benefits. Instead of 
putting budget money away 
for a retroactive calculation, 
it uses a simple calculation 
looking at the most recent 
year of inflation. The prior 
method accounted for future 
calculations that set aside 
money from the city’s funds. 
The new method no longer 
advances funding for future 
COLAs. Some of the real sav-
ings are in future retirees, 
city management said. The 
new plan also reduces un-
funded liabilities by $400,000 
over 20 years. The city is 
Azle’s fifth largest employer. 

CITY CHANGES INSURANCE 
POLICIES

In response to rising insur-
ance rates, the City of Azle 
held a special meeting on 
Oct. 30 to discuss the issue 
and made a subsequent deci-
sion in its November meet-
ing. Currently, city employees 
utilize the TX Health Benefits 
Pool through the Texas 
Municipal League for health 
insurance. 

Mitchell Rose, an insurance 
broker with Clark Adamson 
LLC, and Cat Schlueter, hu-
man resources manager for 
the city, briefly presented on 
the issue during November’s 

meeting and provided their 
recommendations. City staff 
recommended transition-
ing to a United Healthcare 
benefits plan for employee 
health insurance, Mutual of 
Omaha for all other ancillary 
benefits, including enhanced 
dental and vision, and adding 
the First Stop Health virtual 
benefit to the city’s employee 
insurance package. 

The new package was de-
scribed as “richer” and rep-
resents only a 4.85% increase 
from current costs, instead 
of the projected 16% increase 
the city anticipated from stay-
ing with TML. The new rate is 
well under the threshold the 
city anticipated for this year’s 
increase in healthcare costs, 
Schlueter said. The new plan 
will also eliminate the Health 
Maintenance Organization 
option which only three em-
ployees have taken advantage 
of and includes new benefits 
like telemedicine service, First 
Stop Health. 

CITY APPROVES FAÇADE AND 
SIGNAGE IMPROVEMENT 
REQUEST

Heather Grayson of Eagle 
Mountain Healthcare at 807 
Southeast Parkway spoke to 
council during November’s 

meeting to request assistance 
in trimming a large oak tree 
growing too closely to her 
building. The tree is estimat-
ed to be over 200 years old, 
and Grayson wishes to pre-
serve the tree, but also pre-
vent its branches from doing 
any damage to the roof.

“When we came up with 
the program, tree trimming 
was not exactly what we en-
visioned, but it does fit the 
requirement,” City Manager 
Tom Muir said. 

Grayson had already done 
much of the landscaping and 
repairs on the leased proper-
ty herself until she realized it 
might be covered under a city 
program. Grayson is a nurse 
practitioner for adult and ge-
riatric patients.

The Façade and Signage 
Improvement Program was 
enacted by the city in 2020 to 
provide assistance to prop-
erty owners or business ten-
ants seeking to renovate or 
restore their exterior signage, 
lighting or commercial build-
ing façades in order to pro-
long the life of a commercial 
property. During the meeting, 
the council voted to approve 
Grayson’s request and grant 
her the resources needed to 
trim the tree. 

Retiree benefits change, new health insurance provider for the city, and 
atypical façade improvement request granted

to be closer to their chil-
dren, who had grown up and 
moved to the Springtown 
area. Jerry Ellis eventually 
died in 1999. 

In 2000, Connie Ellis 
started volunteering at the 
Springtown Area Chamber 
of Commerce, and she was 
part of the chamber’s Cares 
and Shares organization that 
raised money for Neighbor to 
Neighbors. 

“The vision wasn’t such 
that we could get money in 
that we needed for food,” 
Ellis said. “Cares and Shares 
was actually put together by 
community leaders. The fel-
low that started it was the 
superintendent of schools, 
and he could see that it 
would be something that the 
schoolteachers and the other 
businesses that had employ-
ees could contribute to, in 
the manner same as United 
Way, and that’s the way it was 
put together. And one time a 
year, we would have a fund 
drive. Everything would go 
into Cares and Shares, and 
then Cares and Shares at that 
time was funding 80% of the 
food that was bought for 
Neighbors.”

Neighbor to Neighbors is 
known first and foremost as 
a food pantry, but Ellis said 
the pantry can help people 
with other needs, such as 
clothes, direction on health 
services and care for older 
adults and children, across 
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the community beyond food 
insecurity.

“There are just folks that 
need things,” she said. “The 
way we are now, we’re strug-
gling to meet the needs of 
our clients. You look at the 
fact that 800 people came in 
in a month (to Neighbor to 
Neighbors), and people come 
in for everything. It’s not just 
a food bag. It’s clothing. It’s 
help with elderly.”

She added, “If you come 
to Neighbor to Neighbors 
and you say you’re hungry, 
we’re going to help you. We’re 
going to do something for 
you. We’re going to see that 
whatever you need, you get. 
If you come in and you’re 
out of medicine, or you don’t 
know what doctor to go to, or 
you’re afraid that if you go to 
a doctor nobody will help you 
pay for it, or your Medicare 
is going to flip out on you or 
whatever, we will find some-
body. We will be one of those 
services that will help you. 
It may not be something we 
can do personally, but we can 
find that person who will.”

As an individual, Ellis has 
aimed to help people whether 
that’s by finding them a place 
to stay, either at a motel or 
with Ellis herself, or by get-
ting them the things they 
need to maintain a job. She 
has learned that it’s impor-
tant for her to maintain pas-
sion in her work at Neighbor 
to Neighbors. 

“Every situation pulls you 
differently, and so it keeps 
your enthusiasm level high, 
and if you lose your enthu-

siasm, you’re not worth a 
dime,” Ellis said. “I feel like 
God has His foot on my back 
and pushes me all the time.”

Toward the end of her 
service on the Neighbor to 
Neighbors board, Ellis said 
she was focused on provid-
ing help to people who are 
completely homebound dur-
ing the Christmas and winter 
season. 

“It’s really, really hard for 
those people, and they’re liv-
ing on a defined income,” she 
said. “They get afraid to turn 
on the air conditioner, and 
they get afraid you turn on the 
heater, and they don’t know 
who to call on. They don’t 
know who to get for help, and 
they’ll sit until it’s 55 degrees 
in their house because they 
don’t want to have a big gas 
bill or a big electricity bill.”

After retiring from the 
board, Ellis still plans to be 
involved with Neighbor to 
Neighbors as well as take up a 
position on her church’s out-
reach board. 

Ellis recalled earning two 
honors while volunteering for 
Neighbor to Neighbors, and 
one of those was the Citizen 
of the Year award she won in 
2008. She had been working 
with the food pantry for eight 
years at the time of the award 
and described those years as 
difficult because legendary 
chamber of commerce direc-
tor Judy Smerud had died 
during that time. 

“I didn’t need this,” Ellis said 
of the award. “I didn’t feel like I 
earned it, but I got it.” 

In contrast, regarding the 

plaque the chamber of com-
merce presented to her in 
September honoring her 22 
years of service at Neighbor 
to Neighbors, Ellis said, “I 
earned this sucker.”

“I didn’t know I was go-
ing to get it,” she said. “I was 
real surprised. I surely didn’t 
know they were going to 
present to me at a chamber 
of commerce meeting, and it 
wasn’t something that I ever 
thought would happen. I’m 
very proud of it.”

Instead of hanging the 
plaque on her wall at home, 
Ellis intends to keep it at 
Neighbor to Neighbors. 

“It belongs at Neighbors,” 
she said. “It’s a Neighbors 
plaque. It’s not a Connie Ellis 
plaque. It’s got my name on 
it, but it’s for Neighbors.”

Neighbor to Neighbors 
Board President James Heil 
described Ellis as “an amaz-
ing volunteer that gives of her 
time, her talent, never asks 
for anything and is always 
giving back.” Heil has known 
Ellis for about four years 
and met her when he started 
volunteering for Neighbor to 
Neighbors. 

“She had a heart to serve at 
Neighbors,” he said, recalling 
his first impression of Ellis. 
“She is very active, very will-
ing to get in there and get her 
hands dirty and get things 
done.”

Particularly, Heil said Ellis 
was instrumental in helping 
the food pantry to expand its 
service hours to four days a 
week.

“She was up there every 

day to make sure that things 
were moving along,” he said. 
“She was on the board, but 
then she also made sure to 
be there in person. A lot of us 
board members can’t be there 
in person because we have 
daytime jobs, but Connie, 
when I got there, was not 
only the president but was at 
the center every day to make 
sure that things got done and 
the different ideas that we 
were coming up with actually 
got put into action. She was 
a huge catalyst in opening 
up those hours so that more 
people could come get food.”

Heil succeeded Ellis as 
president of the board a few 
years ago, and Ellis spoke 
highly of him. 

“I have enjoyed knowing 
him because he has more 
suave and debonair than I 
do,” she said. “He’s just a nice 

man.”
Having Ellis be so involved 

at Neighbor to Neighbors has 
made Heil’s role as president 
easier, he said, because he 
knows he can lean on Ellis’ 
knowledge of the food pantry 
whenever needed. As for Ellis’ 
retirement, Heil thinks the 
change will be good for her, 
but he doesn’t expect her to 
stop volunteering completely. 

“There’s times in life where 
we need to take a break, 
and so I’m excited for her to 
be able to have some more 
time to just relax or do other 
things,” he said. “She said, 
‘Even though I’m stepping 
away from this, I’m not step-
ping away from volunteer-
ing,’ so she’s going to be 
involved in other activities. 
I’m not exactly sure what 
all those are, but she’ll stay 
busy. I have no doubt.”

PHOTO COURTESY OF SPRINGTOWN AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE VIA FACEBOOK

At the Springtown Area Chamber of Commerce’s September 
luncheon, Tootie Hall honored Connie Ellis for 22 years of service at 
the food pantry Neighbor to Neighbors.
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No purchase necessary. Need not be a Pinnacle Bank customer to participate.

AZLE 316 N.W. Pkwy., 817.444.2504

SPRINGTOWN 726 Hwy. 199 E. 
817.220.5504 • pinnbanktx.com

JOIN US FOR A

EVENT!
FREESANTA CLAUSSANTA CLAUS 

SANTA CLAUS
IS COMING TO TOWN!

BRING YOUR CAMERA FOR A FREE PHOTO WITH SANTA!
COOKIES & REFRESHMENTS

FRIDAY, 
DECEMBER 22  2 - 5 PM

23_PTX07_AZLE_SPNGTWN_SANTA_VISIT_AD.indd   123_PTX07_AZLE_SPNGTWN_SANTA_VISIT_AD.indd   1 11/7/23   9:43 AM11/7/23   9:43 AM

a single match. For the first 
time, the group also won the 
Exemplary Team Award and 
qualified for the champion-
ship contest on the Dec. 1 
weekend. The Exemplary 
Team Award was given to the 
team that “best demonstrates 
professionalism, passion and 
respect to both fellow com-
petitors and event staff.”

This is the second year in a 
row the AHS team has made 
it to the championship. The 
team went on to place fourth 
place — just three points shy 
of third — at the champion-
ship which was held at the 
Bell Innovation Barn in Hurst, 
Texas. 

Azle’s drone team ranked 
alongside such highfalutin in-
stitutions as the Gene Burton 
College and Career Academy 
in Rockwall, Texas and the 
Ideaventions Academy for 
Mathematics and Science in 
Reston, Virginia at both the 
championship and qualifying 
events. The championship 
event consisted of the top 14 
teams in the nation. 

The contest is organized 
by the Robotics Education 
& Competition Foundation 
and is made possible by the 
sponsorship of Bell Flight. 
This is the sixth time the 
REC has held this competi-
tion. This year’s competition 
consisted of an autonomous 
recon, rescue and firefight-
ing simulation. At least seven 
students per team designed, 
built and eventually operated 
a large AVR drone, telopilot 
with smoke jumper, Sphero 
first responders and a fire-
truck rover to complete tasks 
for this timed contest. The 

DRONE
FROM PAGE A1

challenge is intended to repli-
cate the steps needed to save 
lives during a firefighting 
operation. The students then 
presented their engineering 
notebook and gave a presen-
tation on their design to the 
judges. 

This is AHS teacher Tyler 
Harrison’s third year super-

vising the team and only 
the fourth year the program 
has been offered at the high 
school.

“It’s been really fun watch-
ing them develop over the 
last three years,” Harrison 
said. “The first year it was 
all brand new. I just watched 
them mature and get closer 

together and get more fo-
cused every year. Last year 
they qualified for the cham-
pionship event for the first 
time, and it really put a fire 
under them this year to really 
spend a lot of time and ef-
fort working on their design 
and setting themselves up 
for success. I’m very proud of 
them. A lot of these guys are 
seniors and have developed a 
lot of aviation skills because 
of this and now several of 
them are interested in pur-
suing a career in aviation or 
drones. The competition has 
had an impact not only on 
them in high school, but also 
their career path. Bell has 
done a really awesome job 
giving the kids an opportu-
nity pursuing something su-
per challenging. We’re really 
thankful for the opportunity 
to participate.”

Among the group are 
prospective future air force 
drone pilots, biomedical en-
gineers and those who plan 
on incorporating engineer-
ing and drones in jobs like 
construction mapping, for 
example.

While the team didn’t 
have to start entirely from 
scratch, making modifica-
tions from last year’s AVR 
drone, they spent countless 
hours troubleshooting, test-
ing, building and sacrificing 
their Saturdays for competi-
tions. Their season started at 
the beginning of the school 
year and the months of hard 
work and labor the team have 
gone through is all worth it, 
they said. 

“This year has been nothing 
but improvements,” senior 
Kyler Akers said. “It’s wild, 
especially since most of us 
are seniors, this is our last 
year. This is very awesome… 
It’s a massive amount of 
teamwork. Everybody helps 
out in their own way.”

Team members say they 
believe drone technology will 

COURTESY HORNET DRONES

The team’s AVR drone used simulated water droplets and a laser pointer representing a fire hose to put out fake fires in the qualifying and championship contests. 

COURTESY HORNET DRONES

Hornet Drone team: junior Lucas Maschmeier, senior Brendon Devillier, senior Kyler Akers, senior 
Omarie Welsh, senior Logan Louquet, junior Matthew Frank, junior Logan Leach, senior Logan Harrison 
and senior John Bonilla demonstrate their drone outside AHS. 

COURTESY HORNET DRONES

The team alongside Mr. Harrison (in white) at its qualifying contest.
COURTESY HORNET DRONES

Kyler Akers, Logan Louquet, Brendon Devillier and Omarie Welsh 
during the qualifying competition. “Everyone here is friends, to 
the point of brotherhood — we’re all brothers because of this 
competition.”

have massive implications 
for firefighting, delivery and 
countless other industries 
before we know it and that 
Bell’s AVR challenge was a 
great opportunity to demon-
strate some applications of 
this advancing technology.

“We put a lot of thought 
into this,” senior Logan 
Loquet said. “We’ve gone 
through several iterations of 
the smoke jumper drop and 
we’ve gone through several 
telos. There’s been a lot of 
fires in California, Colorado, 
Canada, and that may have 
been why this competition 
popped up in the way that it 
has, but we definitely try to 

mimic modern technology as 
much as we can and modern 
practices as much as we can.”

Along with developing 
skills for their futures, team 
members say they’ve devel-
oped a brotherhood and life-
long friendships.

The team also thanked par-
ent volunteer, Damon Akers 
for his guidance and many 
contributions to the season. 
While Bell’s competition sea-
son is over, the team hopes to 
participate in another drone 
competition in the spring. 
To keep up with Azle High 
School’s drone team follow 
Hornet Drones on Facebook.
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New Customers-
We’ll come out for FREE and give 

you our expert diagnosis!  
Give us a call Monday– Sunday!

FOOD 
PANTRY
Donate Today!

We rely on support 
from the community to 

keep going!

Shop with us!
Every dollar 
supports CCC!

CCC & The Porch Resale 
Shoppe will close for the 

year Dec 15 & 16 and 
reopen in the New Year!

141 W. Main St, Azle

817-752-2090
Tues-Fri 10 am - 6 pm 

Sat 10 am - 4 pm

FOLLOW US ON FACE-
BOOK FOR SPECIAL 

SALES & EVENTS!

Shop Azle’s Upsale 
Resale Shop!

All proceeds 
benefit 
Future Hope and 
Healing Center

We need your help in providing essential 
support services to help us enrich the quality 

of life for our seniors in Azle, Springtown 
and surrounding areas.

Our Volunteers 
Make a Difference!

Good N.E.W.S.
412 Commerce St., Azle 

817-444-2300

Drivers Urgently Needed!
Volunteers needed! 

Friendly visits • Weekly phone calls 
Drivers • Christmas deliveries 
Quarterly household deliveries

Donations needed:
• toilet paper
•  paper towels
• kleenex
•  shampoo & 

conditioner
• deodorant
• lotion

• tooth paste
• mouthwash
•  fabric 

softener 
sheets

•  laundry 
detergent 
pods

• dish soap
• foil
• trash bags
•  ziploc 

baggies
• light bulbs
• body soap

Church contributes to community charities 

ZACH FREEMAN 
azlereporter@tricountyreporter.com

AZLE — It’s the season 
for giving. On Nov. 30, First 
Methodist Church in Azle 
donated $14, 934.16 to be 
split between four Azle 
community service orga-
nizations. Eagle Mountain 
Pregnancy Help Center, Good 
N.E.W.S. Living At Home/
Block Nurse Program, the 
Community Caring Center 
and Safe Harbor Counseling 
Center were each selected 
by committee to receive the 
sum which was largely raised 
during this year’s Lord’s Acre 
Festival.

Lord’s Acre is a yearly tradi-
tion among some Christian 
denominations where congre-
gants are urged to set aside 
one acre of their harvest for 
the church. Starting in 1922 
in Georgia, the tradition has 
spread and evolved to be a 
staple among many Southern 
churches. This year’s Lord’s 
Acre at the First Methodist 
Church Oct. 5-7 included a 
book sale, sweet shop, auc-
tions and more. 

“They’ve been doing the 
Lord’s Acre here for 54 years, 
I think since ’69,” Pastor Ray 
Gilman said. “They use it 
for fostering congregational 
unity and also funding these 
community outreaches. 

Recently they turned it more 
to community and local, so a 
lot of the giving is spent lo-
cally whereas 20 years ago it 
was all over the place.”

Pastor Gilman, along with 
church committee members 
B.J. Collins and Jeff Mahlman, 
presented the full check to 
the organizations’ respective 
directors: Joanne Stull, direc-
tor of the Eagle Mountain 
Pregnancy Help Center, Terri 
Bartlett, executive director of 
Good N.E.W.S., Kristie Cooper 
executive director of the 
Community Caring Center 
and Fran Simpson, program 
manager at Safe Harbor 
Counseling Center. 

Last year’s $11,737.38 do-
nation from First Methodist 
Church was awarded to the 
same four organizations.

“We did much better than 
last year, so the check’s big-
ger this year,” Pastor Gilman 
said. “We want to do every-
thing we can in this commu-
nity. I’m new, following suit, 
so the church has done this 
without my direction at all. 
This is their ministry; their 
community and they’re in-
viting me in to be a part of 
that so I’m happy to be here 
today. Moving forward, they 
are the body of Christ, I’m the 
replaceable one. Two things 
you don’t need to serve 
Christ are a pastor and a 

church, but we’re happy to do 
this for you and we hope to 
improve this moving forward. 
Thank you for what you do.”

Pastor Gilman joined the 
First Methodist Church from 
Liverpool, New York on Aug. 
18 of this year. He described 
the tradition as new to him 
but somewhat analogous to 
northeastern traditions like 
“Old Home Days.” This yearly 
donation has had a major im-
pact on the different charita-
ble organizations since their 
founding. 

“The church has been help-
ing Good N.E.W.S. for as long 
as I’ve been at Good N.E.W.S.,” 
Bartlett said. “At one time 
Good N.E.W.S. was going to 
have to close, and the church 
called me and gave me $1,500 
and it was exactly enough 
to keep Good N.E.W.S. up. In 
March, I’ll have been at Good 
N.E.W.S. for 24 years. We 
couldn’t do it without y’all.”

Bartlett, who joined  Good 
N.E.W.S. in 2000, three years 
after its founding, said there 
were seven Living At Home/
Block Nurse Programs in the 
state of Texas at one time and 
now her organization is all 
that’s left. 

“That’s really a testament 
to the community,” she said.

As a result of recent de-
mand and requests, Good 
N.E.W.S. has begun to provide 

meals to some seniors with 
no other means of assistance. 
This was previously not a 
service they offered or saw a 
large enough need for. 

The Community Caring 
Center has had a particularly 
close relationship with the 
congregation at 200 Church 
Street over the last 20 years. 
One of the present commit-
tee members, B.J. Collins and 
former pastor Dean Posey 
acquired the land for the cur-
rent CCC building via a dona-

tion from B.J. Clark, an instru-
mental figure in the growth 
of Azle. Several church mem-
bers have also served as CCC 
directors over the years, ac-
cording to Collins. 

The CCC saw its highest 
demand for meals on record 
last month with 1,500 fami-
lies served. Cooper says the 
number of people coming to 
the center has tripled com-
pared to prior years. Stull 
said her organization has 
seen a massive and persistent 

ZACH FREEMAN | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

(Back row L-R) Jeff  Mahlman, Pastor Ray Gilman, B.J. Collins.  (Middle row) CCC Assistant Director Bonnie 
Monninger.  (Front row L-R) CCC Executive Director Kristie Cooper, Good N.E.W.S. Executive Director 
Terri Bartlett, Safe Harbor Counseling Center Program Manager Fran Simpson and Eagle Mountain 
Pregnancy Help Center Director Joanne Stull. 

Azle community service organizations awarded 
$14k-plus by First Methodist Church committee

influx of crisis pregnancies to 
the center since the overturn-
ing of Roe. V. Wade.

Simpson said Safe Harbor 
always has a lot of people 
needing counseling services 
but right now the waitlist is 
longer than ever. Safe Harbor 
and the other organizations 
hope to apply the check to 
their growing expenses in 
order to continue provid-
ing years more of quality 
service and help to Azle area 
residents. 

Community 
Caring Center

Working to end food insecurity in our community!

Azle High School students from PALs, NHS, and FFA were a huge help when they volunteered at our food pantry on 
Thursday, 11/30! Shelves were stocked, boxes were decorated and filled, and bags were assembled. It was a pleasure 
to have these young adults help those in need in our community.

The Community Caring Center food 
pantry in Azle has been serving families 
for over 30 years. Each year, the number of 
clients seeking assistance has continued to 
grow, with an average of 1,300 families re-
ceiving food assistance each month in 2023.

The increasing number of clients means 
that Community Caring Center’s budget is 
being stretched further than ever before. 
But with the help of the community, they 
can continue their mission to fight food 
insecurity for the community.

“Keeping our pantry shelves fully stocked 
is more challenging than ever before,” said 
Kristie Cooper, executive director of CCC. 
“Our partnerships with local food banks and 
grocers give CCC the ability to purchase 
large quantities of food for as little as $0.14 
per pound, so your dollar goes a long way.”

The Community Caring Center is able 
to provide food, hygiene products, home 
goods and clothing to clients at no charge 
thanks in large part to the community’s help 

with donations.
Community Caring Center also provides 

holiday meal boxes to families in December 
and this year they are able to provide 1,000 
boxes thanks in large part to the generosity 
of community members.

They also provide food to Azle ISD 
students through the Weekend Backpack 
Program, giving students who are chroni-
cally hungry ready-to-eat meals and snacks 
each Friday. During the 2022-2023 school 
year, they were able to provide over 4,500 
backpacks. A $25 donation helps to pur-
chase six of those backpacks for students.

Another way the community can support 
the mission of Community Caring Center 
is by shopping at The Porch Resale Shoppe 
at 313 Commerce St., next door to CCC. 
All net proceeds at the shop go directly to 
funding the food pantry.

For more information about how you can 
donate, call 817-270-2962, or visit their 
website www.communitycaringcenter.com.
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A church alive is worth the drive! For more information or rates on listing your church, call Jessica at 817-270-3340

THE ABBEY CHURCH 
Pastor: Paul Brownback 

10400 Jacksboro Hwy 817-238-1404  
www.TheAbbeyChurch.com 

Morning Worship ���������������������������10:30 am 
Community Groups ��������������� Various Times

ASH CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH 
Pastor: Dr� G� Wesley Shotwell 

300 South Stewart St� 817-444-3219 
www.ashcreekbc.org 

Sunday School ��������������������������������9:30 am 
Contemporary Worship-TMP ���������10:45 am 
Traditional Worship  ����������������������10:45 am 
Evening Worship/Youth Refuge ��������6:00 pm 
Wednesday Evening ������������������������6:15 pm 

AZLE FIRST ASSEMBLY of GOD 
Rev� Joshua Lowrance 

1020 S�E� Parkway, Azle 817-237-4903 
Sunday School ��������������������������������9:30 am 
Morning Worship ���������������������������10:30 am 
Wednesday Evening ������������������������7:00 pm

COMMUNITY BIBLE FELLOWSHIP CHURCH 
Pastor - Alton Davis 817-521-4510 

1405 Reynolds Rd�, Azle 817-444-7117 
Directions: 730 N� to 1542 �5 mi� right  

on Cardinal, left on Reynolds 
Sunday School ��������������������������������9:45 am 
Morning Worship ���������������������������11:00 am 
Sunday Evening ������������������������������6:00 pm 
Wednesday Evening ������������������������7:00 pm

AZLE CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
DISCIPLES OF CHRIST 

Interim Minister Rev� Russell Clark, 
Family Life Minister Emerson Braun 

117 Church St� • 817-444-3527 
Sunday School ������������������������������10:00 am 
Morning Worship ���������������������������11:00 am 

CORNERSTONE COMMUNITY CHURCH 
2233 Hwy 199 E�, Springtown 

817-221-LIFE (5433)  
Sunday Worship Service ���������������10:00 am 
Wednesday �������������������������������������7:00 pm

CROSSROADS BAPTIST CHURCH 
Pastor - Jon Baker 

Corner FM 730S & FM 1886 817-755-0279 
Transportation Available 

Worship Service ����������������������������10:30 am 
Wed� Prayer Service ������������������������7:00 pm

THE EDGE CHURCH - AZLE 
1313 S�E� Pkwy, Azle 817-237-4822 

Missouri Synod 
“Love God - Serve Others - Share Jesus” 

Traditional Worship �������������������������9:30 am 
Contemporary Worship������������������11:00 am

FIRST METHODIST CHURCH OF AZLE 
Pastor: Rev� Raymond Gilman 

200 Church St�, Azle 817-444-3323 
Morn� Worship ���������������8:30, 9:45 & 11 am 
Sunday School ������������������������9:45 & 11 am 
Youth (UMYF) ����5:00 pm Sun & 6:30 pm Wed

GRACEPOINTE CHURCH 
4110 E� Hwy 199, Springtown

Pastor: Timothy McKeown 
817-221-5683 gracepointesbc.org

Sunday School �������������������������������9:45 am 
Sunday Service �����������������������������11:00 am 
Wednesday Bible Study ������������������6:00 pm

HOLY TRINITY CATHOLIC CHURCH 
800 Highcrest Dr� -  Azle 817-444-3063 

Saturday �����������������������������������������5:00 pm 
Sunday �������������������������������������������9:00 am 
Sunday �������������������������������11 am (Spanish) 
Daily Mass (M, T, Th, F) �������������������8:00 am 
Wednesday Mass Religious ED �������6:30 pm 
Confessions �����������������������������������Sat 4 pm

HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH ELCA 
4795 E� Hwy 199 - Reno 817-221-HOPE 

Follow us on Facebook for streaming services 
Sunday School ��������������������������������9:00 am 
Traditional Service ������������������������10:00 am

SOLID ROCK BIBLE CHURCH 
591 S� Reno Rd, , Springtown, Texas 76082 

Pastor - Bill Gay - 817-304-7443 
Coffee and Donuts ��������������������������9:00 am 
Sunday School ��������������������������������9:30 am 
Morning Worship ���������������������������10:30 am 

Children’s Church After Music Service 
Wed� Prayer Meeting �����������������������6:30 pm 
Wed� Bible Study �����������������������������7:00 pm

LEGACY CHURCH 
Assembly of God Church 
Pastor: Gary D� Veazey 

Hwy� 199 & Jaybird Lane 817-221-2983 
Morning Worship ����������������9:15 & 11:00 am 
Kidz Zone���������������������������9:15 & 11:00 am 
Weds Evening Legacy Group Legacy Youth, Kids  
All Services �������������������������������������7:00 pm

THE RANCH CHRISTIAN COWBOY CHURCH 
Pastor: Greg Slankard 

7955 Reed Rd�, Azle 682-327-7082 
www.TheRanchCCC.org 

Sunday School 9:30 am • Worship 10:00 am 
Weds 7:00 pm • Thurs Potluck 6:30 pm
SILVER CREEK METHODIST CHURCH 

Pastor: Bill Killough 
2200 Church Rd�, Azle 817-444-1382 

www.silvercreekmc.org 
Sunday School 9:30 am • Worship 10:30 am

SILVER CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH 
Pastor:  Jay Ditty   

Minister of Music: David Musick 
Corner FM 730 S� & Veal Station Rd� 

Church 817-444-2325  
www.silvercreekbc.org  

Sunday School �������������������������������9:45  am 
Morning Worship ���������������������������10:50 am 
Evening Worship �����������������������������6:00 pm 
Wed� Prayer Service ������������������������7:00 pm

THE WORD@LAKESIDE CHURCH OF GOD 
9396 FM 1886 Fort Worth, TX 76135 

817-237-5500 
thewordatlakeside�com 

Pastors: Brandon and Kelly Bohannon 
Worship Pastor: Christen Moody 

Family Life and Young Adult Pastors: Jodie 
and Mark James, Kids Pastor: Katie Pearson, 

Student Pastors: Taylor and Sheridan 
Tomlin, Creative Directors: Logan and Carrie 

Edwards, Connections Coordinators: 
Preston and Ashley Larrew

Equip Sunday School 
at the WORD �������������������������������� 9:30 AM 
Empower Worship 
at the WORD ������������������������������ 10:45 AM 
Kids at the WORD����������������������� 10:45 AM 
PreK at the WORD ���������������������� 10:45 AM 
Emanate at the WORD  
(Special Needs Ministry) ������������ 10:45 AM 
Nursery at the WORD ����������������� 10:45 AM 
Young Adults at the WORD ����������� 6:00 PM 
Wednesdays 
Adult Bible Class �������������������������� 7:00 PM 
The WORD Students 
(6th-12th grades) ������������������������� 6:30 PM 
Awana Kids at the WORD  ������������ 6:30 PM 
Life at the WORD Life Groups Various Times

... ATTEND THE CHURCH OF YOUR CHOICE THIS SUNDAY

James R. Plowman 
Norma Plowman
913 N. Elm St.  

Weatherford, TX 76086
www.galbreaithpickard.com

1-800-593-2747

817-594-2747 • FAX 817-596-7803

Azle • Springtown • Mineral Wells • Weatherford
817-444-3211 • www.whitesfuneral.com

Our family serving your family since 1908

• Full Service
Funeral Home

• Cremation
Services

• Pre-Need
Plans

Bob White,
Anita White & 
Zack Bellenger

Professional business Portraits
Commercial Photography

Drone Photography
Family portraits

Photography Lessons Offered

713-725-5620

OBITUARIES
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Gwendolyn Hutson
1961-2023

Gwen Hutson passed away 
on Saturday, December 2, 
2023, in Fort Worth, Texas. 
Funeral services will be 
conducted at 10 a.m. on 
Saturday, December 16, 
2023, in the Crosier-Pearson 
Cleburne Funeral Home 
Chapel. Interment will fol-
low in the Rosehill Cemetery. 
There will be a time of visita-
tion at the funeral home from 
6-8 p.m. on Friday, December 
15, 2023. 

Gwen was born on February 
17, 1961, in Dallas. On 
May 23, 1987, she married 
Randall “Randy” Cook in 
Azle. She was known for her 
giving spirit and heart. She 
volunteered countless hours 
at a variety of organizations 
throughout her lifetime and 
passed this passion of hers 
on to her sons and other 
family members. Gwen was 
the “go to” person for family 
caregiving needs. Her feisty 
and “take control” nature 
helped her navigate countless 
obstacles for those she advo-
cated for. 

To say she was generous 
or giving does not do her jus-
tice. She was truly selfless in 
her generosity and giving of 
her time, talents and resourc-
es. Gwen was family oriented 
and known for her cook-
ing and baking. She often 
expressed her love for those 
closest to her through her 
food. Gwen touched the lives 
of all who came into contact 

with her and will be missed 
greatly.

Survivors include her 
husband of 36 years, Randy 
Cook, Sr.; two sons, Randall 
“Randy” Cook, Jr., and his 
wife, Alex, and Robert Jay 
Cook; two grandchildren, 
Theodore Rex Cook and 
Kaylee Harper Cook; par-
ents, Floyd Edgar and Joyce 
Nell Hutson; two brothers, 
Montgomery Floyd Hutson 
and Tracy Don Hutson; nu-
merous nieces and nephews, 
and a host of other relatives 
and friends, including her 
special nieces, Cathy Beck, 
Logan Swinney, and Morgan 
Woods.

In lieu of flowers, the 
family requests donations 
be made to The Center for 
Cancer and Blood Disorders 
at www.thecentertx.com in 
honor of Gwen’s memory.
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Wilma Thomas
1924-2023

Wilma Thomas, age 99, left 
this world on December 6, 
2023 surrounded by loved 
ones. 

Family and friends are 
invited to attend visiting 
hours on Sunday, December 
17 from 12 p.m. to 2 p.m. at 
Biggers Funeral Home, 6100 
Azle Ave., Lake Worth, Texas 
76135. A graveside service 
will be held on Wednesday, 
December 20 at 10 a.m. at 
Azleland Cemetery, 850 N. 
Cardinal Rd., Azle, Texas, 
76020.

Wilma was born on 
November 17, 1924, in 
Frogville, Oklahoma to John 
and Minnie Hughes. She 
married her longtime love, 
Edward Thomas, in April 
of 1943. The two of them 
lived most of their lives in 
Azle, Texas and raised four 
children.    

Wilma enjoyed cooking, 
fishing, and spending time 
with her children and grand-
children. She loved to laugh 
and was a spitfire fueled by 
lots of chocolate and sass.  

She was preceded in death 

by her husband of 73 years, 
Edward Thomas; beloved 
daughter, Martha Geary; 
daughter-in-law Delma 
Thomas; and brothers and 
sisters.

Wilma is survived by her 
son, Charles Thomas; daugh-
ter, Carolyn Ritchmond and 
husband Billy; son, Johnny 
Thomas and wife Gail; and 
many grandchildren, great-
grandchildren, and great-
great grandchildren. 

Beloved Azle Spanish 
teacher laid to rest

Garcia remembered by Azle ISD 
staff and students

ZACH FREEMAN 
azlereporter@tricountyreporter.com

AZLE — On Monday, Nov. 
20 Azle High School Spanish 
teacher Michael Garcia 
passed away. His funeral 
was held in his hometown 
of Falfurrias Nov. 29. Garcia 
is survived by his sister, 
a niece, great nieces and 
nephews.

“His presence and dedi-
cation to Azle High School 
have (left) an incredible mark 
on each of us,” Principal Nate 
Driver said in an address to 
students and faculty. “Mr. 
Garcia was not merely an 
educator; he was a mentor 
and guide. His passion for 
teaching extended far be-

yond the classroom, shap-
ing the minds and hearts of 
countless individuals. Many 
stories have been shared 
reflecting on the amazing 
impact he had on the lives of 
students and staff. His lega-
cy of kindness, wisdom and 
unwavering commitment to 
education will continue to 
resonate here at AHS.”

Garcia taught at Azle ISD 
for eight years and had been 
a teacher for a total of 16. 
Before Azle, Garcia worked 
in Castleberry, Cleburne, 
Crowley and Kennedale ISDs. 

He is remembered fondly by 
the many Azle teachers and 
students who knew him.

“I worked with Michael 
for many years at Azle High 
School,” Lou Ann Burnham, 
an AHS English teacher, said 
in a comment on his Legacy.
com obituary. “Although his 
classroom was in another 
hallway from mine, we saw 
each other regularly. He 
always spoke to me and if 
we had time, we had a great 
conversation. Michael was 
committed to his students 
and AHS — always want-

ing the best for the stu-
dents in his classroom. He 
teaches Spanish and I teach 
English, and I always used 
Michael to help reach my 
Spanish-speaking parents 
and/or students. He was 
always ready to help when 
I needed it! On the day we 
left for Thanksgiving break, 
I saw him and as we passed 
each other, we said ‘we 
made it’ and ‘Have a great 
Thanksgiving’. Michael, you 
will be missed at AHS! Thank 
you for your friendship, ded-
ication to students, and for 
being a great colleague. For 
the family, I pray for God’s 
comfort and peace in your 
loss of Michael.”
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Rodney Gatlin, D.C.
400 Boyd Court

817-
444-HELP (4357)

AZLE

Celebrating over 35 years in business

www.azlechiropractic.com

Joe Rider
Propane, Inc.

PROPANE
TANKS

817-237-3325

45 Years of Quality
ISO 9001:2001 Compliant           Phone 817-444-2533
Check us out on our web site B.J. Clark
www.clarksmachine.com    bjc@clarksmachine.com 

“Serving Azle & The 
Community Since 1986“

113 SPEER ST
817-444-4920

Thank you for your support!

CLEANERS

Clarks Precision Machine & Tool 
636 Profit St., Azle, TxC P M T

HILLTOP FAMILY CHURCH

“Caring about what Jesus
cares about... You!”

1227 Old Cottondale • 817-220-7177
140 W. MAIN ST.

817-444-4613

Compliments of

Rural Gas Supply
P R O P A N E

“In business since 1946”

APOSTOLIC
CORNERSTONE APOSTOLIC 
CHURCH
1801 FM 730 N., Azle
817-400-0612

HARVEST TIME APOSTOLIC
1 Block N. FM 2048 in Keeter
817-433-8220

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
FIRST ASSEMBLY OF GOD
1020 S.E. Pkwy, Azle
817-237-4903

FELLOWSHIP OF LAKE WORTH
4024 Dakota Trail, Lake Worth
817-237-9433

NEW BEGINNINGS CHURCH
810 Goshen Rd, Springtown
817-523-4462 

LEGACY CHURCH
Hwy. 199 W. at FM 2257, Azle 
817-221-2983 / 817-221-5760

VICTORY CHRISTIAN CENTER
737 Boyd Rd., Azle
817-444-LOVE

BAPTIST
ASH CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
300 South Stewart, Azle
817-444-3219

AGNES INDEPENDENT BAPTIST
350 Agnes N., Springtown 
817-523-7271

BETHEL MISSIONARY BAPTIST 
408 S. Ash St., Springtown
817-220-4238

AZLE AVENUE BAPTIST
2901 Azle Ave., Fort Worth
817- 626-5556

BY THE WORD BAPTIST
West of FM 730 N. at sign, Briar
817- 444-3484

CALVARY HEIGHTS BAPTIST
1 block off Hwy. 199,
east of David’s Patio,
Springtown, 817-221-2241

CENTRAL BAPTIST
4290 Old Agnes Road
817-594-5918

CHURCH ON THE HILL
836 NW Parkway, Azle
817-444-3752

CHRISTWAY BAPTIST
7673 West Hwy. 199, Agnes
817-220-9133 or 817-220-3581

CLEAR FORK BAPTIST
Corner of FM 730 & Ragle Rd., 
Weatherford, 817-594-1154

EAGLE MOUNTAIN BAPTIST
8780 Eagle Mtn. Circle, Azle
817-237-4135

FIRST BAPTIST
CHURCH OF AZLE
1017 Boyd Road
817-444-4828

FIRST BAPTIST CASTLE HILLS
401 Beverly Rd., Azle
817-797-4706

FIRST BAPTIST LAKE WORTH
700 Charbonneau Tr.,
west side of Effie Morris Elementary
817-237-2624

FIRST BAPTIST LAKESIDE
8801 Jacksboro Hwy., Lakeside
817-237-8113

FIRST BAPTIST COTTONDALE
1 block N. of FM 2123, Cottondale
940-433-5539

FIRST BAPTIST POOLVILLE
1 block W. of FM 920, Poolville
817-594-3916

FIRST BAPTIST SPRINGTOWN
5th & Main Street, Springtown
817-220-5229

FRIENDSHIP BAPTIST
801 Friendship Rd., 9½ miles S. of 
Springtown off Hwy. 51 S.
817-594-5940 or 817-599-4917

FUNDAMENTAL BAPTIST
5th & Main in Springtown
817-523-5477

GRACE BAPTIST
3 miles N. of Springtown on Hwy. 
51 across from Radio Tower

GRACE POINTE CHURCH
4110 E. Hwy. 199, Springtown
817-221-5683

HERITAGE BAPTIST CHURCH
3577 FM 51 N., Weatherford
817-564-3946

IGLESIA BAUTISTA
Nueva Jerusalen
6640 Midway Rd., Springtown
817-694-0444 

INDIAN OAKS PRIMITIVE
BAPTIST CHURCH
3229 Shawnee Trail, Lake Worth
817-237-8441

LAKE WORTH BAPTIST
4445 Hodgkins, Lake Worth
817-237-4163

METROPOLITAN BAPTIST
6051 Azle Ave., Fort Worth
817-237-2201

NEW HOPE BAPTIST
782 New Hope Rd., Reno area
817-221-2184

NORTHWEST BAPTIST
5500 Boat Club Rd., Lake Worth
817-237-6063 or 817-270-8476

SILVER CREEK BAPTIST
730 S. & Veal Station Rd., Azle
817-444-2325

NEW BEGINNINGS
BAPTIST CHURCH
3605 Jacksboro Hwy., Azle
817-707-2741

PRIMERA IGLESIA BAUTISTA
300 S. Stewart, Azle
817-500-3641

SPRINGTOWN
BAPTIST TEMPLE
201 J. E. Woody Rd., Springtown
817-523-0376

UNION BAPTIST CHURCH
3451 Sarra Lane, Springtown
682-333-1645

WALNUT CREEK BAPTIST
220 W. Reno Rd. in Reno
817-221-2110

BIBLE
COMMUNITY BIBLE
FELLOWSHIP
1405 Reynolds Rd., Reno
817-521-4510

NORTHWEST BIBLE CHURCH
5025 Jacksboro Hwy., Fort Worth
817-624-2111

SOLID ROCK BIBLE CHURCH
591 S. Reno Rd., Springtown
817-304-7443

CATHOLIC
HOLY TRINITY CATHOLIC
800 High Crest Dr., Azle
817-444-3063

CHRISTIAN
THE CHURCH AT AZLE
1801 S. Stewart, Azle
817-444-9973

AZLE CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
35 West Forty Estates., Azle
817-688-3339

GREATER VISION FELLOWSHIP
1801 S. Stewart St., Azle
817-825-0485

THE ABBEY CHURCH
10400 Jacksboro Hwy., Azle
817-238-1404

CROSSING FELLOWSHIP
120 E. Main St., Azle
817-406-4577

CHURCH OF CHRIST
AZLE CHURCH of CHRIST
336 NW Parkway
817-444-3268

BRIAR CHURCH of CHRIST
109 W.N. Woody Rd.
(½ block west of FM 730 N. in Briar)

817-444-7102

MIDWAY CHURCH of CHRIST
6400 Midway Rd.
817-221-2107 

NEWSOME MOUND ROAD
CHURCH of CHRIST
1460 Newsome Mound Rd.
817-677-3290

NORTHWEST
CHURCH of CHRIST
6059 Azle Ave., Fort Worth
817-237-1205

POOLVILLE CHURCH of CHRIST
West of FM 920 in Poolville
817-594-4182

SOUTHSIDE
CHURCH of CHRIST
130 W. Bradshaw Lane, Springtown
817-221-2799

SPRINGTOWN
CHURCH of CHRIST
Just west of Hwy. 51 North
817-523-4419

TRI-COUNTY
CHURCH of CHRIST
525 Hwy. 199 W., Springtown
817-980-8156

CHURCH OF GOD
ABUNDANT LIFE
CHURCH of GOD
4800 East Hwy. 199, Suite 7
Springtown, 817-677-3208

LAKESIDE CHURCH OF GOD
THE WORD@LAKESIDE
9396 Confederate Park Rd.
(FM 1886)
817-237-5500

DISCIPLES OF CHRIST
AZLE CHRISTIAN
117 Church St., Azle
817-444-3527

CENTRAL CHRISTIAN
1602 S. Main St., Weatherford
817-594-3043

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
4th & Main, Paradise

EPISCOPAL
ST. ANNE’S
ANGLICAN EPISCOPAL
6055 Azle Ave., Fort Worth
817-237-1888

PROVIDENCE REFORMED 
EPISCOPAL
405 Bowie Dr., Weatherford 
817-596-7476

ST. ELISABETH EPISCOPAL 
5910 Black Oak Lane, River Oaks
817-739-0504

GOSPEL
CENTRAL FULL GOSPEL 
FELLOWSHIP
3009 Delaware Tr., Lake Worth
817-237-7919

JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES
KINGDOM HALL OF 
JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES
212 Pearson Lane, Azle
817-221-2242

LUTHERAN
THE EDGE CHURCH - AZLE
1313 SE Parkway, Azle
817-237-4822

HOPE LUTHERAN (ELCA)
4795 Hwy. 199, Reno
817-221-HOPE

METHODIST
BOYD UNITED METHODIST
FM 730 North in Boyd
940-433-5334

FIRST METHODIST
CHURCH OF AZLE
200 Church St., Azle
817-444-3323

LIGHTHOUSE FELLOWSHIP
7200 Robertson Rd., Fort Worth
817-237-2758

SILVER CREEK 
METHODIST CHURCH
2200 Church Rd., Azle
817-444-1382

FIRST UNITED METHODIST
Hwy. 51 N & 3rd Street, Springtown
817-523-7874

POOLVILLE UNITED METHODIST
1 block W. of FM 920
(behind Poolville Post Office)
817-599-3601
THE CHURCH OF JESUS
CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS
(THE MORMONS)

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS
1010 Timberoaks, Azle
817-237-5075

PENTECOSTAL
GRACE CHAPEL UNITED 
PENTECOSTAL CHURCH
3508 Shawnee Trail, Lake Worth
817- 237-4844

PRESBYTERIAN
GRACE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
606 Mockingbird Lane, Weatherford
817-594-2744

ORTHODOX PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH OF FORT WORTH
Meeting at Northwest YMCA 
5315 Boat Club Road, Fort Worth
817-989-9800

ORTHODOX
ARCHANGEL GABRIEL
ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN CHURCH
1157 S. E.  Parkway (Jacksboro 
Highway), Azle
817-752-8255

OTHER
ALIENTO DE DIOS
2233 E. Hwy 199, Springtown
817-521-4694 

THE CHURCH IN PEASTER
www.thechurchinpeaster.org
817-596-8805

CORNERSTONE
COMMUNITY CHURCH
2233 Hwy 199 East, Springtown
817-221-LIFE (5433)

FAMILY CHURCH
9 miles S. of Springtown on Hwy. 51
817-599-7655

GRACE FELLOWSHIP CHURCH
2964 W. Hwy 114, Paradise
940-969-2427

HILLTOP FAMILY CHURCH
1227 Old Cottondale Road,
Springtown, 817-220-7177

THE FELLOWSHIP
AT PLEASANT GROVE
1064 CR4679, Boyd
940-999-8210

THE HOUSE OF PRAYER
1356 Reno Rd., Springtown
817-221-2551

POWERHOUSE
OF PRAISE CHURCH
1649 S.E. Parkway, Azle
817-319-7364

BRANDED CROSS
COWBOY CHURCH
3282 FM 2048, Boyd 76023
817-755-7021

SECRET PLACE MINISTRIES
112 Optimist Rd., Springtown
682-229-1433

GOSPEL GATHERING FELLOWSHIP
7315 Silver Creek Rd
at Flatrock Rd, Azle
832-289-8720

LIGHTHOUSE CHURCH
6409 FM 730 S., Azle
817-444-4311

LIGHTHOUSE HARBOR CHURCH
1960 Long Circle, Pelican Bay
817-444-3547

THE LIVING WORD COUNTRY 
CHURCH OF TEXAS
1240 E. HWY 199, SPRINGTOWN
817-913-2717

NEW LIGHTED WAY
624 Harbor Dr. Circle, Azle
817-444-1577

NORTHWEST TEMPLE OF PRAISE
6781 Jacksboro Hwy., Lake Worth

PRECIOUS FAITH
TEMPLE CHURCH
8601 Hwy. 199 @ Vance Godbey’s

THE HOUSE OF PRAYER
1356 Reno Rd., Springtown
817-221-2551

THE RANCH CHRISTIAN 

COWBOY CHURCH
7955 Reed Rd., Azle
682-327-7082

REAL FAMILY FELLOWSHIP
202 Pearson Lane, Azle
817-677-5963

GRACE & FAITH CENTER
11701 Jacksboro Hwy., Azle
817-210-6295

WESTERN HARVEST
FELLOWSHIP CENTER
6577 Old Springtown Rd., 
Weatherford
817-523-2855 or 817-995-9087

SHEPHERD’S HEART CHURCH
14435 FM 730 N • Azle
817-444-7777

WESTERN STAR COWBOY CHURCH
790 CR 3696 • Paradise 76073
817-688-6887

Call Jessica to reserve this space.Call Jessica to reserve this space.

 
                    noticed!noticed! 

youryour businessbusiness
GetGet

817-270-3340817-270-3340

Place your ad here!

Call
817-270-3340

WHAT’S HAPPENING  WHAT’S HAPPENING 
IN YOUR HOMETOWN?IN YOUR HOMETOWN?

Subscribe today to keep up-to-date. 

817-270-3340
tricountyreporter.com

This devotional and directory is made possible by these businesses who encourage all of us to attend worship services.

Want readers to Want readers to 

FIND
   YOU?

817-270-3340

Call Jessica 
for details

1825 W. Hwy. 199   Springtown, TX 760821825 W. Hwy. 199   Springtown, TX 760821825 W. Hwy. 199   Springtown, TX 76082

817-220-4506

TACLA014745E RRC#11349

J&E
AIR CONDITIONING
& HEATING

DEVOTIONAL PAGE

Your Ad

Call Jessica for details TODAY 

817-270-3340

817-270-3340
tricountyreporter.com

113 Denver Trail • Azle 
817-444-3249 • Fax 817-444-3275

www.eaglecrestvilla.com

STUDIO - 1 bath , 350 sq. ft.
ONE BEDROOM - 1 bath, 450 sq. ft
TWO BEDROOM - 1 bath, 642 sq. ft.

ADVERTISE 
YOUR BUSINESS 

WITH US
and maximize
your visibility!

Contact us about
advertising solutions.

817-270-3340

817-270-3340
tricountyreporter.com

FOR 
ONE 
YEAR

$$7070
OUT-OF-COUNTY

FOR 
ONE 
YEAR

$$5050
IN-COUNTY

817-270-3340
tricountyreporter.com

FOR 
ONE 
YEAR

$70
OUT-OF-COUNTY

FOR 
ONE 
YEAR

$50
IN-COUNTY

Place your ad 
here today! 

817-270-3340
tricountyreporter.com

Call for a free estimate!

817-304-9974
Bill.Rosser@gmail.com

profixitman.com

Bill Rosser
Painting & Remodeling 

Serving the Azle & Springtown 
area for over 40 years.

Graham
Plumbing Co.

817-220-2469
GrahamPlumbingCo.com

Commercial • Residential

VOTED BEST OF PARKER 
COUNTY 8 TIMES!

Springtown
Azle • Boyd
Weatherford

M#15899
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Hogle
INSURANCE 

GROUP

HOGLEINSURANCE.COM

“OUR BEST POLICY IS PERSONAL SERVICE”

817-444-6389Shaye hogle hogye hogle

Farm & Ranch
Albracht Harwood Agency Inc.

Springtown | Grapevine
(817) 220-4700
ahainsured.com CALL FOR A QUOTE TODAY!

Amy Kaplan ChFC CLU, Agent

813 E. Hwy 199, Springtown, TX

817-220-5222
amykaplaninsurance.com

PEOPLE’S CHOICE AWARDS 6 YEARS IN A ROW!
VOTED #1 INSURANCE AGENCY IN AZLEVOTED #1 INSURANCE AGENCY IN AZLE

817-444-1100 • HaleyCarter.com

Haley Carter

408 Boyd Ct., Azle

•Auto      •Homeowners  •Renters
•Life        •Business         •Pet Insurance

AUTHORIZED AGENT

Kaye Burtnett & Vanessa Roberson

905 E. Hwy. 199 Springtown, TX 76082

HOME • AUTO • FARM • LIFE

Protecting Texans, Prioritizing customer service

Thank you for voting us
Best Insurance Agency 2021

AZLE & SPRINGTOWN
Insurance Directory

Dale Mares,
AAMS BIG SAVINGS
MARES INSURANCE GROUP INC
208 W. MAIN, AZLE • 817-444-1491
dalemares@allstate.com
Insurance and coverages subject to terms, qualifications and availability. 
Allstate Vehicle and Property Insurance Co. Allstate Fire and Casualty 
Insurance Co. Northbrook, Ilinois 2010 Allstate Insurance Co.

12505 FM 730 S., Azle
817-995-6050

L-R Robyn & Scott Tanner

For delicious food with 
a beautiful presentation

•  Family Owned & 
Operated

•  Schedule your free 
tasting today!

•  Celebrating 15 
years of BusinessCaitlynsCatering

WEDDINGS • BANQUETS 
CORPORATE EVENTS • REUNIONS

Thanks for voting 
us Best Catering!Busy Automotive 

shop in Azle is 
looking for 
an Experienced 
Mechanic. 

HELP 
WANTED!

CALL FOR DETAILS
817-800-6936

TAKE OUT ORDERS 
817-406-4452
817-406-4800

HAPPY HOUR 
Tues-Sat 4 - 8 pm

1300 Northwest Pkwy, Azle, Texas
Sun 11-8 • Tues - Thurs 11-9 

Fri 11-10 •  Sat 11-9:30 
MON CLOSED

Santa Claus is 
coming to Reno 
for Dec. 16 event

Meet Santa to take place
3-5 p.m. at City Hall 

MADELYN EDWARDS
springtownreporter@tricountyreporter.com 

RENO — In preparation for 
Christmas, Santa Claus plans 
to stop by Reno City Hall this 
weekend to see for himself if 
the local children have been 
naughty or nice. 

From 3-5 p.m. on Saturday, 
Dec. 16, Reno kids will be 
able to meet Santa and give 
him their Christmas wish list 
while their parents or guard-
ians snag a picture of them 
with Old Saint Nick. Families 
are invited to enjoy cocoa and 
cookies at the event, and a 
children’s coloring contest is 
also on the agenda. 

Reno Events Committee 
Chairperson Courtney 
Trevino said one of the goals 
of this free event is to give 
local families and children 
the opportunity to see Santa 
without too much hassle. 

“I know as a parent or a 
young parent, nobody wants 
to stay in line for hours in 
Cabela’s waiting for a ticket 
or doing this, always jump-
ing through hoops, running 

through city traffic,” Trevino 
said. “It’s like here we have 
the one stop shop in the 
middle of both Springtown 
and Azle.”

Trevino hopes families will 
come out to be a part of the 
community and enjoy the 
Christmas season. 

“We just want to be able to 
accommodate everybody and 
make sure everybody gets 
something special during the 
holiday season,” she said. 

People are also encour-
aged to donate new and 
unwrapped toys for kids in 
need at the event. 

At least two little boys are 
looking forward to the event 
— Trevino’s sons. 

“They’re very excited,” she 
said. “They were like, ‘Do you 
know Santa?’ and I was like, 
‘I do.’”

Reno Events Committee 
is led by Trevino, Jody Bas 
and Lynda Stokes, and it is 
supported by community 
donations. 

“We’re all just working to-
gether, and it’s nice,” Trevino 
said. “I feel like we have a lot 

of different mindsets which 
helps regulate everything and 
keeps us on track.”

The committee is accept-
ing donations of cocoa, 

candy canes or cookies as 
well as cash to fund events. 
Volunteers for events are also 
needed. For more informa-
tion about how to donate or 

City Secretary Rebekah 
Roberts at rebekka.roberts@
renotx.gov. 

volunteer, email reno.events@
renotx.gov. 

Those who are interested 
in supporting the community 
toy drive can contact Interim 

MADELYN EDWARDS | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

Santa Claus is pictured with Izzy Wining and Charlie Jenkins at Reno’s Pancakes with Santa event last year.
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Gubbins

My opinions on computer gaming and some of my 
favorite games. I’ve been playing games on the home 
computer since the days of the Trash 80. I love indie, 
open-world, unique, puzzle, and resource games. The 
cake is a lie.

GAME ON
By Jennifer Harrison

It’s a word game!I’ve followed Hank Green 
on YouTube for years, so 
when he recommended a 
word game the other day, 
I got my phone out and in-
stalled it immediately.

Gubbins is a word 
game that could be called 
“Scrabble-adjacent.” Words 
can be built vertically or 
horizontally with a ran-
dom selection of letter tiles. 
Unlike Scrabble, when a word 
is found, it can be selected 
and removed. In Britain, a 
“gubbin” is a miscellaneous 
item. Gubbins are “weird 
little pals” who either help 
you or hinder your puzzle 
solving. Rainbows with six 
eyes, mushrooms with eyes 
and legs, lightning bolts with 
muscular arms, trumpets 
with four legs and arms — 
all done in a retro style that 
looks like a combination of 
Peter Max posters and car-
toon characters from the 
Beatles’ Yellow Submarine. 
When your game is over, you 
can make postcards with the 
words you’ve used that day 
in the puzzles, plus cute little 
stickers and backgrounds.

Created by Studio Folly, 
Gubbins began as a small 
game Darcy Smith and his 
partner, Jess Shipard created 
together. In a post on Reddit, 
Smith says he was working 
with game developers back in 
2020, but when the pandemic 
hit, opportunities dried up. 
Shipard suggested “why don’t 
we try and make something 
small?”

Shipard is a graphic design-
er, so she already had that 
design sensibility, and Smith 
had the digital skills, so after 

the success of Scrabble and 
Words with Friends, they 
decided a word game would 
be a good project to collabo-
rate on.

Their focus was simple — 
create a game that’s fun for 
non-gamers, with no time-
sensitive dexterity inputs, 
and a concentration on qual-
ity rather than making a large 
game. At that time there was 
very little innovation in word 
games, so it seemed like the 
perfect project.

In 2021 Wordle came out 
and was very popular, and its 
success confirmed there was 
still plenty of appetite for a 
word game. But designing 
and developing a game can be 
highly stressful, and they ran 
out of money several times. 
Much of their funding came 
from games production and 
development grants from 
Vicscreen, the primary games 
funding body in the state of 
Victoria, Australia. More was 
made available from Screen 
Australia, the country-wide 
games funding body.

But money was still tight 
and it was difficult to con-
vince game publishers to take 
risks on new games, espe-

cially ones without a lot of 
funding.

Then Hank Green came 
along.

After Smith posted a 
TikTok video about Gubbins 
(mainly to test out his new 
microphone) Hank Green 
contacted him and wanted to 
know more about the game. 
He offered to purchase 10% 
of Gubbins, and in exchange, 
10% of the profits would go 
toward reducing child and 
maternal death in Sierra 
Leone via Partners in Health. 
Smith and Shipard were 
thrilled with the offer and 
took him up on it immediate-
ly. It gave them the funds to 
get the game up on the App 
Store.

Gubbins is super simple to 
play and addictive. Players 
can play one free game a day. 
There are in-game purchases, 
but no advertising. For only 
$5.99, you can play as many 
times as you want, without 
limits.

If you like Wordle and other 
online word games, you’ll 
love Gubbins. Download 
“Gubbins — A Word Game” 
on your phone’s App store 
today.

SCREENSHOT COURTESY STUDIO FOLLY

A screenshot of some typical Gubbins gameplay.

NOVEMBER 2023 ACTIVITY
AZLE POLICE DEPARTMENT

1,166
CALLS FOR 
SERVICE
RESPONDED TO BY 
PATROL OFFICERS

CITATIONS 133
WARNINGS 196

TRAFFIC 
STOPS

329

57 ACCIDENTS
DWI RELATED: 3
DWI ARRESTS: 6

3,718
CALLS TAKEN 
BY DISPATCH

652
911 

CALLS

47 ARRESTS

9
CRIMES 
AGAINST 
PERSONS

30
CRIMES 
AGAINST 
SOCIETY

26
CRIMES 
AGAINST 
PROPERTY

News from Azle City Hall
We welcome your comments or suggestions on information you would like to 
see reported on this page. Please call Azle City Hall, 817-444-2541, or email 
Assistant to the City Manager Susie Hiles at shiles@cityofazle.org.    
Until next month……...

City of Azle Holiday Schedule
Azle city facilities will close December 25 & 26 for the Christmas holidays and 
January 1, 2024 for New Year’s.
Police and Fire services will be available by calling 817-444-3221, or 911 in 
case of an emergency. For water or sewer emergencies, please call 817-444-
3221.        
Residential trash and recycling collection schedules will all slide over one 
day. 

 

TThhee CCiittyy ooff AAzzllee 
wwiisshheess yyoouu aanndd yyoouurr 

ffaammiillyy aa  
 bblleesssseedd HHoolliiddaayy SSeeaassoonn

Scan for more information on 
what’s happening in the City 
of Azle or visit us at 
www.cityofazle.org

CWD Christmas Tree Collection and Recycling
CWD will collect used Christmas Trees on your second collection day or your 
Wednesday brush day. Residents may also drop off their trees to be recycled 
December 25 - January 8, 2024 at Azle City Hall, 505 W. Main St. A roll off 
container will be located on the very last row of the parking lot 
for residents to use at any time. In order for trees to be recyclable, 
please remove all ornaments, tinsel, bags and plastic.

Recycle Your Non-working Holiday Lights
After the Christmas season is over, many people toss non-working Christmas 
lights in the garbage. Christmas lights, like most electronics, are not bio-
degradable and will not decompose into the earth’s soil. If you want to keep 
your lights from going to a landfill and do your part to look after the earth, re-
cycling your lights is a great way to do it. However, DO NOT put them in the 
recycle bin as they tangle up recycling machinery.
The City of Azle will provide a drop off location at City Hall, 505 W. Main St 
from December 25 - January 8, 2024. A roll off container will be located on the 
very last row of the parking lot for residents to use at any time. 

CWD Holiday Collection Schedule
Residential trash and recycling collection schedules will slide one day.  
For more information, call CWD at (972) 392-9300 or visit the CWD website 
at www.communitywastesdisposal.com

Holiday Gifts for Golfers
Cross Timbers Golf Course has several gift options sure to bring a 
smile to that special golfer on your Christmas list. Shop today! 

         

         
    

            

Cross Timbers Golf Course Pro Shop 
                  (817) 444-4940
1181 S. Stewart St     Azle, Texas

Santa’s Special
3 - Lessons
Value  $300

Holiday Price  $225
6 - Lessons
Value  $550

Holiday Price $435

Stocking Stuffer 
30 Minute Lesson 
Holiday Price  $65

Mistletoe Special
7 - Lessons 
1 - Round of Golf
     * Plus 18 hole            
        playing lesson 
        with a PGA Pro
Value $900
Holiday Price $700

New rates in effect January 1, 2024 for Cross Timbers 
Golf Course

Beginning January 1, 2024, new course rates and annual pass rates will take 
effect at Cross Timbers Golf Course. A new addition to the rate structure is an 
“Azle resident” rate. (Azle Residents will be required to provide a water bill 
matching their driver's license.) This increase is due to improved course condi-
tions and costs associated with maintaining Cross Timbers at this level.
New Course Rates Mon –Thurs Friday Saturdays/Sundays/Holidays
Open until 12 pm  $47     $52    $59
12 pm until 3 pm  $39      $45    $53
After 3 pm $32     $35    $38
Senior/Military/Student $40      $45    $53
City of Azle Resident     $40      $45    $53
**All prices include cart rental. 

New Annual Pass Rates
Unlimited: $3,150 per year  
Weekday (excludes weekends & holidays): $2,650 per year 
Additional Family Member(s) (within rules): $1,000 per person/year 

Visit Cross Timbers Golf Course website, 
www.crosstimbersgc.com, for complete information 
on course rates and annual passes.

Azle Memorial Library News and Free Events
333 W Main St, Azle, TX 76020 

817-752-2682  -  www.azlelibrary.org  -  facebook.com/azlelibrary

Wonka Celebration Event!   December 21   6:00 - 7:30 PM
Join us for a scrumdiddlyumptious night at the Azle Library! Families with 
children ages 0-12 can enjoy making chocolate dipped treats, competing in 
golden egg races, creating a luminous lollie craft, and more! FREE! No sign 
up required. 

Book Sale-Save the Date!
Gently used books for kids and adults will be on sale in the Azle Library 
Community Room on Friday, January 12, from 12 - 6 PM and Saturday, 
January 13, from 10 AM - 4 PM. Everything $1 or less! Cash only. 

FREE In-Person Programs
The Library offers a variety of free entertaining and educational programs 
for kids, teens and adults. For information on programs, visit our website 
and Facebook page. All events take place in the Library Community Room.

Library Holiday Closures:
The Library will be closed December 23 - 26 and January 1, 2024. The out-
side return drops will remain accessible 24/7.
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Azle Dental Care, 
“Complete Dental Care for the Entire Family” 

www.SmileGreat.com
Brooke Porter, D.D.S., 912 Boyd 

Rd., Azle • 817-444-1763 

PreK - 4th
BREAKFAST: Everyday -  Assorted Fruits and Cereal, Juice, White or Chocolate Milk, Graham Crackers, Toast
Mon Soft Filled Cinnamon Toast Crunch, Fresh Apples Tues Golden Graham Cereal Bowl w/ Graham Cracker, Applesauce Weds 

Sausage w/ Cheese on a Bun, Fresh Apples Thurs Apple Jacks Cereal Bowl w/ Graham Cracker, Strawberry Craisins Fri No school

GRADES 5TH - 8TH      

Mon Chicken Nuggets w/ roll Mac n Cheese w/ Breadstick Green beans Pears, Fresh Oranges Tues Tater tot Casserole w/ Biscuit 
Turkey & Cheese Sub Mixed Veggies Peaches, Strawberry Slices Weds Hot Ham & Cheese Sandwich w/ Tomato Soup Chef Salad w/ 
breadsticks Steamed Carrots Steamed Peas Pineapple, Fresh Oranges Thurs Chicken Quesadilla Breaded Chicken Sandwich Mexican 
Black Beans Steamed Corn Applesauce, Fresh Banana Fri No school

LUNCH: Everyday: Variety of milk. Your choice of 1 entree & 1 fruit or juice, rolls, crackers • Salad bar offered daily 

BREAKFAST: Everyday -  Assorted Fruits and Cereal, Juice, White or Chocolate Milk, Yogurt w/Granola

Mon Breakfast on a stick w/ Syrup Pears Tues Egg & Cheese Biscuit Pineapples
Weds Cinnamon Roll  Fresh Oranges  Thurs Breakfast Pizza Assorted Cereals Fresh Apples Fri No School

BREAKFAST: Everyday -  Assorted Fruits and Cereal, Juice, White or Chocolate Milk, Yogurt w/Granola

LUNCH: • Everyday: 1% unflavored or non fat chocolate milk & juice • Salad Bar
Mon  Mac n Cheese w/ Breadstick Cheeseburger Breaded Chicken Sandwich Cheese/Pepperoni/Meat lovers Pizza Chicken Quesadillas 
Orange Chicken & Rice Crinkle Cut Fries, Steamed Peas Pears and Fresh Oranges Tues Tater tot Casserole w/ Biscuit Hamburger Spicy 
Chicken Sandwich Cheese/Pepperoni/Hamburger Pizza Cheese Nachos Sweet & Sour Chicken w/ Lo Mein Ham Wrap Steamed Broc-
coli, Mixed Veggies Strawberry Slices and Fresh Apples Weds Hot Ham & Cheese Sandwich w/ Tomato Soup Cheeseburger Breaded 
Chicken Sandwich Cheese/Pepperoni/Veggie Pizza Chicken & Cheese Crispitos w/ cheese sauce Chicken Fried Rice w/ Chicken Egg 
roll Crinkle Cut Fries, Vegetarian Beans Pineapples, Fresh Oranges Thurs Meatball Subs Hamburger Spicy Chicken Sandwich Cheese/
Pepperoni/Sausage Pizza Beef and Cheese Nachos TSO Chicken w/ Lo Mein Garden Salad w/ breadsticks Green beans, Steamed Corn 
Applesauce, Fresh Bananas Fri No school SPONSORED BY

Azle School Menu Dec 18-22, 2023

HIGH SCHOOL

BREAKFAST:
PreK-4th Grade, 7-12th Grade $1.55
5-6th Grade FREE 2nd Meal $2.00
Visitors/Employees $2.75

LUNCH:
PreK-4th Grade $2.55 5-6th Grade $2.75
7-12th Grade $2.55 2nd Meal $3.20
Visitors & Employees $3.75

Mon Chicken Nuggets w/ roll Mac n Cheese w/ Breadstick Green beans Pears, Fresh Oranges Tues Tater tot Casserole w/ Biscuit Turkey 
& Cheese Sub Mixed Veggies Peaches, Strawberry Slices Weds Hot Ham & Cheese Sandwich w/ Tomato Soup Chef Salad w/ breadsticks 
Steamed Carrots Steamed Peas Pineapple, Fresh Oranges Thurs Chicken Quesadilla Spicy Chicken Sandwich Mexican Black Beans 
Steamed Corn Applesauce, Fresh Banana Fri No school

LUNCH: Everyday - Variety of milk. Your choice of 1 entree & 1 fruit or juice

Mon Breakfast on a stick w/ Syrup, Pears Tues Egg & Cheese Biscuit, Pineapples
Weds Cinnamon Roll, Fresh Oranges Thurs Breakfast Pizza, Fresh Apples Fri No school

   

Azle Dental Care 
“Complete Dental Care for the Entire Family” 

www.SmileGreat.com

Brooke Porter, D.D.S. 912 Boyd 
Rd., Azle • 817-444-1763 

This menu is sponsored by ... 

SPRINGTOWN
SCHOOL MENU

BREAKFAST PRICES
EC-12th Grade����������������������������������

$1�75
EC-12th Reduced�������������������������

$0�30
Adult��������������������������������������������������������������

$2�25
LUNCH PRICES

PK-4th Grade�������������������������������������
$3�00 

5th-8th Grade������������������������������������
$3�25

High School������������������������������������������
$3�00

Reduced����������������������������������������������������
$0�40

Adult��������������������������������������������������������������
$4�25

Students may prepay for their meals.

December 18-22, 2023
PK through 12th Grade

*Menus are subject to change.

Mon Bosco Sticks or Salisbury Steak, Roll, Mashed Potato, Fresh Veggies Apple Slices or Blueberries 
Tues  Lasagna or Chicken Nuggets, Garlic Roll, Green Beans, Fresh Veggies (Cucumber & Tomato, 
Celery, Carrots), Applesauce cup or Orange Weds   Cheeseburger or Hamburger French Fries, Fresh 
Veggies (Cucumber & Tomato, Celery, Carrots) Sliced Peaches or Apple Thurs  Cheese Pizza Glazed 
Carrots Steamed Broccoli Strawberry Applesauce Fri Winter Break

K - 4th Lunch Lunch: Everyday - Choice of one meat, two vegetables, and one grain/bread with milk.
Variety of milk is offered every day for breakfast and lunch.

PK - 12th Breakfast BREAKFAST: Everyday - Various Juices & Cereals, Toast, Milk Variety, Fruit, Jelly
Assortment, Buttermilk Biscuit, Variety of milk is offered every day for breakfast and lunch. 

Mon Mini Maple Pancakes Applesauce cup Tues  Chicken Biscuit Sliced Peaches
Weds  Eggstravaganza Blueberries Thurs  Breakfast Pizza Apple Slices Fri No school

Mon  Pulled Pork Sandwich or Hot Dog, French Fries, Coleslaw, Fresh Veggies (Cucumber& Tomato, 
Fiesta Sticks, Broccoli) Tues   Chicken Parm or Spaghetti, Mixed Vegetables, Fresh Veggies (Cucumber 
& Tomatoes, Fiesta Sticks, Broccoli), Weds Chicken & Waffles (Reg Or Spicy), Tator Tots, Fresh Veggies 
(Cucumber& Tomatoes, Fiesta Sticks, Broccoli), Variety of Fruit Thurs  Cheese Pizza, Glazed Carrots 
Green Beans Fri No school

5th - 12th Lunch Lunch: Everyday - Choice of one meat, two vegetables, and one grain/bread with milk.
Variety of milk is offered every day for breakfast and lunch.

Winter well and conservation tips
Upper Trinity Groundwater Conservation
District staff give tips and tricks for
prepping your home for winter

STAFF REPORTS
Release submitted by Jill Garcia of UTGCD

As North Texas finally 
transitions towards cooler 
temperatures, community 
water needs change as well. 
Preparing your home for 
freezing temperatures can 
save time and money, espe-
cially with meteorologists ex-
pecting El Niño to bring win-
try weather to the Southwest 
United States. Use these tips 
from the Upper Trinity to 
winterize your house and 
well, all while saving a few 
gallons.

Now is the time to check 
fixtures in your home for 
leaks or moisture loss. To 
identify leaks in your system, 
consider a non-toxic dye tab-
let which changes appliance 
water from clear to blue or 

green revealing issues before 
they cause damage. For indi-
viduals with hard water (wa-
ter with elevated dissolved 
solids) faucets and fixtures 
can be soaked in a vinegar or 
mild acid solution to break 
down commonly occurring 
calcium carbonate build-up.

For those with a yard, hold 
off on raking up those pesky 
leaves. If left on soil and 
grass, the detritus forms a 
protective layer over the soil, 
minimizing moisture loss. 
The leaves act as a natural 

mulch, while providing es-
sential nutrients back to your 
tree via decomposition.

Many ornamental plants 
and turf grasses require 
significantly less watering 
during winter months. This 
reduces costs on water utility 
bills or uses less electricity 
from water well production. 
Avoiding excessive water-
ing in the evenings ensures 
plants don’t become too 
damp during cooler weather 
and develop fungal issues.

“We just want to encour-

age residents to be mindful 
of their groundwater use and 
maybe consider native plants 
on their property,” Jill Garcia 
of UTGCD said. “We get that 
Bermuda and St. Augustine 
are beautiful grasses, they’re 
lovely carpet grasses, but a 
lot of them were developed in 
places that receive twice our 
annual precipitation.”

Protect your trees this 
winter by placing mulch 
around the trunk bases — a 
good rule of thumb is a 2- to 
4-inch-thick layer, approxi-

mately the diameter of the 
tree’s crown. Regulating the 
temperature and moisture 
of your tree’s root system 
while reducing weed growth 
at the base ensures there is 
no competition with other 
vegetation.

Exposed pipes should be 
properly insulated for ex-
pected weather conditions 
to prevent deleterious ef-
fects. Damaged pipes disrupt 
water supplies and can be 
expensive and time inten-
sive to repair. Maintaining 
well shed insulation while 
ensuring proper ventilation 
(as groundwater sometimes 
includes gaseous byproducts) 
will keep your wellhead work-
ing properly. If you’re looking 
to provide a heat source in 
your shed, make sure your 
wellhead materials won’t be 

negatively impacted by the 
temperatures, such as PVC 
casing.

Winter weather means holi-
day dishes and cooking, and 
large volumes of vegetables 
frequently require prepara-
tion. Consider diverting food 
scraps from your table this 
holiday season and contrib-
uting toward a compost pile. 
Composting reduces water 
consumption from garbage 
disposals and cultivates 
healthy soils for the spring 
planting season.

For more information or 
water conservation resourc-
es, reach out to staff at the 
Upper Trinity Groundwater 
District at 817-523-5200, or 
visit the district’s website at 
uppertrinitygcd.com.

Add safety to holiday prep list this year
Texas Health doctors urge caution 
while making meals this winter

STAFF REPORTS
Release submitted by Texas Health

The winter holidays are 
filled with celebratory tradi-
tions such as turkey, pump-
kin pie and backyard football. 
Adding safety to prepara-
tions can keep the holiday en-
joyable and accident-free.

Raw turkey or ham can con-
tain salmonella, Clostridium 
perfringens, campylobacter 
and other forms of bacte-
ria. To prevent possible food 
born illness, remember to 
wash hands thoroughly with 
soap and water after han-
dling raw meats. 

“I tell my patients to sing 
the ‘Happy Birthday’ song 
to themselves twice,” Carlos 
Galindo, M.D., family medi-

cine physician on the medical 
staff at Texas Health Plano 
and with the Texas Health 
Physicians Group said. “This 
equates to about 20 seconds, 
which is the current time rec-
ommendation for thoroughly 
washing one’s hands.”

According to the CDC, 
Clostridium perfringens out-
breaks occur most often in 
November and December. 
Outbreak is often linked to 
holiday foods such as turkey 
and roast beef.

“When it comes to 
Thanksgiving safety, preven-

tion is the key,” Galindo said, 
adding that proper handling 
of food and adequate cooking 
can help you avoid a visit to 
the doctor’s office for gastro-
enteritis, an inflammation of 
the stomach and intestines.

It’s not just the turkey that 
could get you. Being careful 
is critical to many aspects of 
holiday prep.

“One wrong move or slice 
can result in a visit to the ER 
with a cut or burn,” Andrew 
Morris, D.O., emergency phy-
sician and chair of emergen-
cy medicine at Texas Health 

Presbyterian Hospital Plano 
said. “Simply slowing down 
can greatly reduce the chanc-
es of an accident.”

Several types of burns can 
occur in the kitchen. These 
can come from hot water, 
direct fire from gas stoves, 
placing hands on a hot burn-
er, or grease splashes, Morris 
said.

“We also see people around 
the holiday times using 
double boilers,” Morris said. 
“These can cause steam inju-
ries, and I have even seen in-
juries from exploding sugar.” 

The U.S. Consumer Product 
Safety Commission reports 
there have been hundreds of 
turkey-fryer related fires. A 
house fire prevention video 

from the commission urges 
caution. 

The National Safety Council 
discourages the use of tur-
key fryers at home and urges 
those who prefer fried turkey 
to purchase it from profes-
sional establishments or con-
sider using an oil-less turkey 
fryer. Experts warn that the 
use of fryers in an enclosed 
space can lead to carbon 
monoxide poisoning. 

“A little bit of awareness 
can help make the difference 
between spending time at 
home with family and friends 
or at an emergency depart-
ment,” Morris said.

OTHER PREPARATION AND 
STORAGE TIPS
• Use separate cutting 

boards for raw turkey, veg-
etables and cooked items, 
he said. 
• Have fewer people in the 
kitchen to prevent cross-
contamination. 
• Practice U.S. Centers for 
Disease Control and Pre-
vention guidelines when 
it comes to defrosting the 
turkey. Never thaw a turkey 
on a counter. When a turkey 
stays out at room tem-
perature for more than two 
hours, it becomes unsafe, 
the CDC states.
• Refrigerate leftovers at 
40°F or colder within two 
hours of cooking to prevent 
foodborne illnesses.

METRO CREATIVE SERVICES

Keep your vegetables and meats on separate cutting boards to reduce the risk of bacterial 
contamination.

METRO CREATIVE SERVICES

Never defrost a turkey on a kitchen counter.
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940-577-4980Paul Chenevert, Master 
Plumber #M40655

SERVING ALL YOUR 
PLUMBING NEEDS

Slab Leaks • Drain Cleaning • Gas Lines 
Sewer Lines • Water Heaters

Plumbing Problems?

We Stand 
By Honest 
& Quality 

Service

Celebrate
ChristmasChristmas
Springtown Annual Music, Drama & Media
Presentation With Special Guest SHS Jazz Band

December 16 & 17
Starts At 7 pm

Carols & 
Candles
Special Christmas Eve Service

December 24th
Starts at 6 pm

Other December Events Scheduled
Instrumental Evening Service, December 10th at 6 pm
Sunday Morning Service, December 31st at 10:50 am

FBCSTOWN.ORG | info@fbcstown.org | (817)220-5229

• Open 7 Days
• Fast Friendly Service
• Fresh Homemade Food

425 W. Rock Island Ave.
Hwy 114, Boyd • 940-433-3322

Two Enchilada Dinners 
& Two Drinks = $19
EVERY TUESDAY

DOS CHILES 
MEXICAN RESTAURANTShaye Hogle Hogye Hogle

HOGLE
Insurance Group

167 W. Main • 817-444-6389
www.HogleInsurance.com 

“Our Best Policy is Personal Service”

6.00% Fixed Annuity 
36 Month Guarantee
$10,000 MINIMUM DEPOSIT

Deferred Interest 
No Fees • Avoid Probate 
Secure Liquidity Riders

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 12/7/2023. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-issued and 
FDIC-insured up to $250,000 (principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per depositor, per insured 
depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please visit www.fdic.gov or contact your 
financial advisor for additional information. Subject to availability and price change. CD values are 
subjectc to interest rate risk such that when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs 
are sold prior to maturity, the investory can lose principal value. FDIC insuance does not cover losses 
in market value. Early withdrawal may not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs 
require the distribution of interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward 
Jones are issued by banks and thrifts nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the 
Depository Trust Corp. (DTC.)

Call or visit your local financial advisor today.

Compare our CD Rates
Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

FDI-1867K-A © EDWARD D. JONES & CO., L.P., ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

Carolyn Rocha, CFP®, AAMS®

Financial Advisor
825 E. Hwy. 199, Suite 101 Springtown 
817-523-3196

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

APY* APY* APY*

1-year

5.10%
Minimum deposit 

$1,000.00

2-year

4.60%
Minimum deposit 

$1,000.00

3-year

4.65%
Minimum deposit 

$1,000.00

Play-Doh magic
Children’s librarian, Ava Bryant, 
hosts first program at Azle 
Memorial Library

ZACH FREEMAN 
azlereporter@tricountyreporter.com

AZLE — What child — or 
adult, for that matter — 
doesn’t love Play-Doh?

Kids at the Azle Memorial 
Library were treated to an 
evening of winter Play-Doh 
magic Dec. 6. It was the 
first event, apart from story 
times and other recurring 
children’s activities, orga-
nized and led by Ava Bryant, 
the library’s new children’s 
librarian. Bryant has a big in-
terest in childhood develop-
ment and learning and hopes 
to continue implementing 
creative, fun and productive 
activities in the future. Bryant 
was thrilled to see a room 
packed with families for her 
first program.

“We had a lot of people 
register for it,” Bryant said. 
“I’m pretty excited about it. 
The kids can either make 
a Christmas Tree or snow-
man and it’s process art so 
they can make it their own. 
There’s no template for how 
it’s supposed to be. Process 
art lets the kids be more 
creative, trying to find more 
ways for them to express 
themselves through their 
artwork instead of telling 
them ‘this is what you have to 
make.’ It lets them use their 
imagination. Play-Doh is a 

sensory activity; it also helps 
with fine motor skills. Them 
putting the buttons on the 
snowman or them putting the 
ornaments on the Christmas 
Tree, it (shows them) how 
it feels in their hands, and 
that’s very beneficial for 
them.”

Whether rain, snow or 
shine, Azle’s library offers 
a wide array of fun activi-
ties for all ages year-round. 
During this event, kids were 
excited to create and take 
home their own Play-Doh 
creations and parents were 
equally grateful for the 
outlet. 

“I just really love especially 
having them in the evenings,” 
parent Abigail Lennox said.  
“The kids that are in school 
or Mom’s Day Out can partici-
pate and that’s really nice be-
cause a lot of the events are 
during the day. I really like 
they seem to be having more 
of these events, so it gets 
them out of the house. It gets 
them creative, so I definitely 
love that.”

Lennox said Bryant left a 
great impression and was ac-

tually the one to inform her 
of the event.

“I actually didn’t even 
know about this until she 
said something about it be-
cause we were getting some 
books,” Lennox said. “I think 
we were the last two slots, so 
it worked out perfectly. It’s 
really nice just because it’s a 
small town and having things 
like this really helps bring the 
kids together and just be cre-
ative really.”

Another regular at the li-
brary, Karen Porter, who is 
Mimi to her 2-year-old grand-
son, Jack Barnes, said the 
library’s activities make up 
a big part of her family’s fun 
and free time. 

“(Jack) comes every 
Wednesday, he never misses 
storytime,” Porter said. “He 
likes the stories; he loves 
books and Mimi is a retired 
librarian. It’s a great way for 
him to interact with kids he 
doesn’t know, to learn how 
to get along with other kids, 
and to play in different cen-
ters. They have a wonderful 
children’s center. Miss Ava 
is wonderful; this library is 

fabulous. It’s got something 
for everybody. It’s my social 
life. It’s great. He loves it here 
and they all know him, and 
Miss Ginger says he’s their 
mascot.”

Along with the Play-Doh ac-
tivity, the library also recently 
held a music trivia game 
for adults and a De-stress 
December event for teens and 
adults. Bryant is especially 
looking forward to an up-
coming Willy Wonka-themed 
event coming to the library 
later this month.

“We’re going to be making 

chocolate-covered marshmal-
lows, we’re going to be doing 
a chocolate fondue for cook-
ies and we’re going to have 
some crafts and games and 
it’s going to be a lot of fun,” 
Bryant said.

UPCOMING WINTER LIBRARY 
ACTIVITIES
• Gift Wrap Party, Dec. 14 
from 6p.m. to 8p.m.
• Wonka Celebration for 
children aged 0 to 12 and 
families, Dec. 21 from 6 to 
7:30 p.m.
• Second Teen Gaming Night 

for ages 11 to 17, Jan. 9 
from 6 to 7:30 p.m.
• Smartphone 101 class, Jan. 
9 from 2 to 3:30 p.m.
• Felt Cat Craft for teens 
and adults, Jan.18 from 6 to 
7:30 p.m.
• Mini Art for Teens and 
adults, Jan. 23 from 6 to 
7:30 p.m.
• Let’s Talk Azle communi-
cation class for adults, Jan. 
25 at 6 p.m.
• Jigsaw Puzzle Exchange 
for Adults, Jan. 27 from 
10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

ZACH FREEMAN | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

Two-year-old Jack Barnes was extremely proud of his snowman and stoked to show it off  to Miss Ava.

Sam Davis, 6, and his grandma Nancy Davis also had fun making a Play-Doh Christmas Tree.  “I love 
it,” Nancy Davis said. “We’ve been to several diff erent things, and I’ve been to the adult off erings and 
children’s. I love this library.” 

“I made the stars to cover his body,” Estella Lennox said. “He got 
shot… I tied him up.” The Lennox sisters, Estella (5) and Arabelle (4), 
had a blast expressing themselves and playing pretend with their 
Play-Doh. “But we’re going to fi x him up, right?” their mom asked.
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BOB’SBASEBALL TOURS

August 2-12, 2024

See MLB games in Cincinnati, Detroit, Cleveland, 
Pittsburgh, Toronto, Boston & NY Yankees. Visit Baseball, 
Hockey, Basketball, Pro Football and Rock & Roll Halls of 
Fame. Guided Tour of Manhattan.

Free Brochure:  Call or Text 507-217-1326

$3,500/person based on double hotel occupancy
Quality motor coach, hotels & game tickets.

Also offering Arizona/Grand Canyon Spring Training 
Tour & New York/New England Fall Foliage Tour in ’24!

. . Never been manufacturedNever been manufactured

. . NO TIME LIMIT FOR DELIVERYNO TIME LIMIT FOR DELIVERY 

.   .   Comes with complete building  Comes with complete building  
blueprints and Construction Manualblueprints and Construction Manual

NEW HOMES:

www.americanloghomesandcabins.com

Serious Inquiries only Call: 704 368-4528

Before Calling View House Plans at

JUST RELEASED: AMERICAN  
LOG HOMES is assist ing estate  
& account sett lement on houses

LOG HOME KITS  
selling for BALANCE OWED with FREE DELIVERY

LOG HOMESLOG HOMES
PAY ONLY THE BALANCE OWED!PAY ONLY THE BALANCE OWED!

* Windows, Doors and Roofing not included

Model #101, Carolina, $40,840       BALANCE OWED $17,000
Model #203, Georgia, $49,500        BALANCE OWED $19,950BALANCE OWED $19,950
Model #305, Biloxi, $36,825            BALANCE OWED $14,500
Model #403, Augusta, $42,450        BALANCE OWED $16,500 WE BUY OIL, GAS, & 

MINERAL RIGHTS
Both non-producing and producing 

including Non-Participating Royalty Interest (NPRI)
Provide us your desired price for an offer evaluation.

CALL TODAY: 806.620.1422    
LOBO MINERALS, LLC
PO Box 1800 • Lubbock, TX 79408-1800
LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com

Ms. Fairy Dogmother
It’s never too late to have the dog of your dreams!

•  Private Dog Training
•  Custom Pet Sitting

www.msfairydogmother.net
ann@msfairydogmother.net

Ann Coffey @ 817-668-6229

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

11345 FM 730N
Azle 817-696-6421
Owner Kenny Bates 817-361-3695

GET READY FOR THE COLD!

FALL & WINTER 
HEATING TUNEUP

$65

Monday - Saturday 11am-9pm
CLOSED SUNDAYS

5500 West Highway 199, Springtown
682-302-3555

Margarita Special

Dos Equis • Corona • Coors Lite 
Lone Star • Shiner • Modelo

Strawberry • Peach • Mango 
Raspberry • Wild Berry 

Prickly Pear • Sangria Swirl

DRAFT BEER
Dos Equis • Michelob Ultra

Happy Hour
Mon-Sat 4 pm - 8 pm

• New custom
construction

• Room additions
• Hail & insurance claims
• Metal Roofs/All Roofing
• Kitchen and

Bathroom Remodeling
• Outdoor kitchen, deck

trellis, fire pit and
waterfalls

866-222-2311866-222-2311

brannelson@yahoo.com
www.strongconstr.com

SPRINGTOWN, TEXAS

Nelson Bran,
Project Manager 

God, work & family: these things are 
indivisible and transparent in all we do.

STRONGSTRONG 
CONSTRUCTIONCONSTRUCTION
& HAIL CLAIMS& HAIL CLAIMS 

Sweet appreciation
Azle hospital auxiliary treats staff to
goodies during winter tradition

ZACH FREEMAN 
azlereporter@tricountyreporter.com

AZLE — In a yearly 
Christmastime tradi-
tion, Texas Health Harris 
Methodist Hospital Azle’s 
Auxiliary delighted hospital 
staff with an assortment of 
sweet treats and snacks Dec. 
5. Cookies, cheeses, snacks 
and a special homemade 
punch spread out on a fes-
tively decorated table were 
the main point of attraction 
for the hard-working hospital 
staff. Nearby, the hospital’s 
auxiliary members, a group 
of dedicated volunteers, sat 
and chatted.

“Some of the cookies and 
stuff we started (planning 
for) a month ago, make and 
freeze and everybody pitches 

in and does it hard,” Carol 
Feemster, the event’s volun-
teer organizer said. “The aux-
iliary puts it on in apprecia-
tion for all the staff.”

The auxiliary is a nonprofit 
organization supports the lo-
cal hospital through events 
like these as well as with 
financial donations. The aux-
iliary has supported the hos-
pital since the 1970s.

Johnny Terrazas, a radia-
tion and CT technician, has 
worked at Texas Health for 
20 years and says the auxil-
iary has hosted the Christmas 
event for as long as he can 
remember.

“It feels great (to be ap-
preciated),” Terrazas said. 
“Some of the auxiliaries are 
ex-employees, too, that have 
retired, and they come back. 

It’s always good to see (them), 
say hello and catch up.”

Terrazas met his now-wife, 
Michele, at Texas Health and 
the two attended the event 
together.

“We actually met here; 
speaking of tradition and 
coming together, it can’t get 
more together than that,” 
Johhny Terrazas quipped. 

 “To me, this is a blessing 
every year,” Michele Terrazas 
said. “It’s a nice break from 
the busy hustle and bustle to 
be appreciated. We appreci-
ate them because we know 
they don’t get paid to do this. 
They just do it out of the 
kindness of their hearts.” 

Many of the dishes laid 
out for staff were home-
made while others were store 
bought. Over the course of 

ZACH FREEMAN | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

Auxiliary volunteers Mary Fonville and Mary Dement fl anking either side of the tree they helped 
decorate.

Johnny and Michele Terrazas have enjoyed the 
auxiliary’s support throughout their careers at 
Texas Health.

Linda Sebik, Nikkie Saint-Louis and Arden Hudson, about to enjoy their 
sweet treats.

ZACH FREEMAN | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

Dena Kreutzer, Penelope B., Valeria Russell, Dee Drebek, Sarah Devin and Robin 
Antonucci, about to enjoy their sweet treats.

Auxiliary volunteers baked and bought an eclectic range of party foods for everyone at Harris Methodist 
to enjoy.

the afternoon, dozens of hos-
pital staff stopped in to enjoy 
the delicious goodies brought 
in by the auxiliary. Along with 
the meal, auxiliary also deco-
rated the hospital and set up 
a tree by its main entrance.

For a $10 annual member-

ship fee, anyone can become 
an auxiliary member. Along 
with events like these, the 
auxiliary also operates Attic 
Reruns Resale Shop to benefit 
the hospital. The resale shop, 
located at 714 Southeast 
Parkway in Azle, is open from 

9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Fridays and 9 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Saturdays. 
For more information about 
volunteer opportunities or 
becoming a member, con-
tact Jan Flavin at jan.flavin@
icloud.com.
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Dr. Joseph McCreary, III
FAMILY & COSMETIC DENTISTRY

Family dentistry for all ages. Serving the Azle, Texas area

209 Roe Street, Azle TX 76020 • 817-444-3209

Go ahead & smile!Go ahead & smile!
PREVENTATIVE • RESTORATIVE • COSMETIC

• Crowns & Bridges
• Whitening
• Dentures
• Dental Veneers
• Implant

Restoration
• Cosmetic Dentistry
• Pediatric Dentistry

& More...

New e-cigarette law designed to 
protect youth will begin in January
STAFF REPORTS

As of Jan. 1, 2024, it will be 
a crime in Texas to market, 
advertise, sell, or cause to be 
sold an e-cigarette product in 
certain containers designed 
to appeal to minors, Texas 
Comptroller Glenn Hegar 
reminded retailers in a press 
release.

“It is illegal to sell e-cig-
arettes to minors — these 
products are dangerous 
and most contain nicotine, 
heavy metals and cancer-
causing materials — yet these 

products are intentionally 
designed to attract minors,” 
Hegar said. “Texas has taken 
action to deal with this kind 
of deceptive marketing and 
I greatly appreciate the part-
nership with retailers across 
this state to help us protect 
one of our most vital resourc-
es: our children.”

House Bill 4758 says a per-
son commits a Class B misde-
meanor that can lead to civil 
and criminal penalties if they 
market, advertise, sell, or 
cause to be sold an e-ciga-

rette product and the prod-
uct’s container meets any of 
the following criteria:
• depicts a cartoon-like fic-
tional character that mimics 
a character primarily aimed 
at entertaining minors;
• imitates or mimics trade-
marks or trade dress of 
products that are or have 
been primarily marketed to 
minors;
• includes a symbol that is 
primarily used to market 
products to minors;
• includes an image of a 

celebrity; or
• includes an image that 
resembles a food product, 
including candy or juice.

A violation can result in a 
Class B misdemeanor con-
viction punishable by up to 
180 days in jail, a fine up to 
$2,000, or both. E-cigarette 
retailers also can face civil 
penalties up to $3,000 and a 
permit suspension or revoca-
tion for repeat violations.

More than 2.1 million high 
school and middle school 
students who participated 

in the 2023 National Youth 
Tobacco Survey said they use 
e-cigarette products, which 
were the most popular tobac-
co product among youth us-
ers for the 10th year in a row.

The Comptroller’s Tobacco 
Enforcement Program helps 
prevent children from obtain-
ing cigarettes, e-cigarettes 
and other tobacco prod-
ucts. This vital public health 
mission requires constant 
vigilance and continuous ef-
fort on the part of parents, 
business owners, government 

officials and all concerned 
Texans. The Comptroller’s of-
fice and partnering agencies 
perform inspections for sig-
nage and employee compli-
ance concerning the sale, pos-
session and use of cigarettes, 
e-cigarettes and tobacco 
products.

Violations of tobacco 
control laws can be report-
ed anonymously by calling 
the Texas E-Cigarette and 
Tobacco Hotline at 800-345-
8647 or by emailing tobacco.
enforcement@cpa.texas.gov.

Calendar Dec 14-21
TO SUBMIT CALENDAR ITEMS

The community calendar is a free listing in the Tri-County Reporter to inform readers of 
programs, special meetings and nonprofit events. The event should be open to the public 
and free to attend. Information should be submitted at least two weeks prior to the event 
for consideration. Email the who, what, when, where and why to jessica@tricountyreporter.
com, with “calendar item” in the subject line. Calendar information runs in chronological 
order as space is available.

THURSDAY, DEC. 14
PRE-SCHOOL PALS STORYTIME for ages 3-6 at 10:30 a.m. every Thursday at Azle 

Memorial Library.
GIFT WRAP PARTY from 6-8 p.m. at Azle Memorial Library. You’re invited to use the space 

at the library and some provided wrapping paper, tape and boxes to wrap your gifts. Snacks 
will be provided.

HOLIDAY STORYTIME starts at 10 a.m. at Family Resource Center, 314 E. 5th Terrace, 
Springtown.

FRIDAY, DEC. 15
CARTER BLOODCARE COMMUNITY BLOOD DRIVE from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the City of 

Springtown Municipal Annex Building, 200 N. Main St. Give a lifesaving gift by donating 
blood. Donors will receive a fleece blanket, while supplies last. Sign up at https://ww3.
greatpartners.org/donor/schedules/drive_schedule/147573.

FOLLOW ME GYM for ages 0-2 years starts at 9 a.m. at Family Resource Center, 314 E. 5th 
Terrace, Springtown. Caregivers will help infants and toddlers to move up, under, through 
and over objects. This gym lasts for two hours each Friday morning.

SATURDAY, DEC. 16
PELICAN BAY COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS PARADE and party. Parade begins at 4 p.m. and 

travels through the city. The party will be at 5 p.m. at City Hall, 1300 Pelican Cir. There will 
be toys, snacks, prizes and photos with Santa.

MONDAY, DEC. 19
PRE-K WARMUP at 2 p.m. at Family Resource Center, 314 E. 5th Terrace, Springtown. Kids 

can come and enjoy creating fun holiday crafts. Pre-K age children get to learn school readi-
ness skills such as holding a pencil, cutting paper with scissors, using glue and more.

TUESDAY, DEC. 19
KINDERMUSIK LEVEL 1 for ages 10-24 months. Offers sensory-rich, gentle environments 

where children can explore and react to new sounds, sensations, and objects. Starts at 10 
a.m. at Family Resource Center, 314 E. 5th Terrace, Springtown. 

HOLIDAY FESTIVITIES at 3:45 p.m. at Family Resource Center, 314 E. 5th Terrace, 
Springtown. Kids can come and enjoy creating fun holiday crafts.

WEDNESDAY, DEC. 20
TINY TYKES STORYTIME for ages 1-2 at 10:30 a.m. every Wednesday at Azle Memorial 

Library.
KINDERMUSIK LEVEL 2 for ages 18-36 months. Offers sensory-rich, gentle environments 

where children can explore and react to new sounds, sensations and objects. Starts at 10 
a.m. at Family Resource Center, 314 E. 5th Terrace, Springtown.

HOLIDAY SCIENCE at 3:45 p.m. at Family Resource Center, 314 E. 5th Terrace, 
Springtown. Come explore with Mrs. Tina and do some science experiments!

THURSDAY, DEC. 21
HOLIDAY STORYTIME starts at 10 a.m. at Family Resource Center, 314 E. 5th Terrace, 

Springtown. 
HOLIDAY WORKSHOP starts at 3:30 p.m. at Family Resource Center, 314 E. 5th Terrace, 

Springtown. Kids get to enjoy making gifts for others and learn about the importance of 
giving.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE 
Notice is hereby given that the following will be sold to the highest bidder with bidding to 
take place at lockerfox.com on Friday the 22nd day of December, 2023 at 11:00 AM to satisfy 
a landlords lien, pursuant to Chapter 59, Texas Property Code. Payment to seller via credit/
debit card and pickup at the facility.  Self-Storage unit contents of the following customers 
containing household and other goods will be sold. 10 Federal Self Storage, 2920 Avenue F, 
Arlington, TX, 76011 Sydney Linzy.  Madeline Graver.  Elizabeth Gustafson.  Wanda Walter.  
bryan deane.  Adriana CASTRO.  Chuvon Mcgary.  Kim Ridges.  Jonathan M Averill.  Bradley 
Willis.  Traci James.  Maribel Martinez.  Waleed Wilks.  Eric Salas.  Cindy Hernandez

ORDINANCE NO. 2023-20 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 6, “HEALTH AND SANITATION,” OF THE CODE OF 
ORDINANCES, CITY OF AZLE, TEXAS, BY AMENDING REGULATIONS GOVERNING PUBLIC 
SWIMMING POOLS AND SPAS AND FOOD ESTABLISHMENTS; AMENDING APPENDIX 
A, “FEES,” TO AMEND FEES RELATED TO FOOD ESTABLISHMENTS AND PUBLIC 
SWIMMING POOLS; PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE SHALL BE CUMULATIVE OF ALL 
ORDINANCES; PROVIDING A SAVINGS CLAUSE; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; 
AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.. ALL ORDINANCES ARE AVAILABLE TO BE READ 
IN FULL AT THE CITY OF AZLE , 505 W. MAIN ST. AZLE, TEXAS 76020,  AND ON THE CITY`S 
WEBSITE YAEL FORGEY, CITY SECRETARY, CITY OF AZLE. 

PUBLIC NOTICE
Applications for a permit to construct and operate a commercial facility on Eagle Mountain 
Lake have been presented to the Tarrant Regional Water District. The applicant for the 
commercial facility permit is Eagle Lot Partners, LLC. The proposed commercial facility will 
be located Park Street and will serve residents of the future Roeser Addition. Any interested 
persons may inspect this application at the Fort Worth Administrative Office.

LEGAL PUBLIC NOTICES

What is in e-cigarette aerosol?
The e-cigarette aerosol that users breathe from the device and exhale can contain 

harmful and potentially harmful substances, including:
• Nicotine
• Ultrafi ne particles that can be inhaled deep into the lungs
• Flavoring such as diacetyl, a chemical linked to a serious lung disease
• Volatile organic compounds
• Cancer-causing chemicals
• Heavy metals such as nickel, tin, and lead1

It is diffi  cult for consumers to know what e-cigarette products contain. For 
example, some e-cigarettes marketed as containing zero percent nicotine have 
been found to contain nicotine.

What are e-cigarettes?
• E-cigarettes come in many shapes and sizes. Most have a battery, a heating 
element, and a place to hold a liquid.
• E-cigarettes produce an aerosol by heating a liquid that usually contains 
nicotine—the addictive drug in regular cigarettes, cigars, and other tobacco 
products—fl avorings, and other chemicals that help to make the aerosol. Users inhale 
this aerosol into their lungs. Bystanders can also breathe in this aerosol when the user 
exhales into the air.
• E-cigarettes are known by many diff erent names. They are sometimes called 
“e-cigs,” “e-hookahs,” “mods,” “vape pens,” “vapes,” “tank systems,” and “electronic nicotine 
delivery systems (ENDS).”
• Some e-cigarettes are made to look like regular cigarettes, cigars, or pipes. Some 
resemble pens, USB sticks, and other everyday items. Larger devices such as tank 
systems, or “mods,” do not resemble other tobacco products.
• Using an e-cigarette is sometimes called “vaping.”
• E-cigarettes can be used to deliver marijuana and other drugs.

INFOGRAPHIC COURTESY CDC

INFOGRAPHIC COURTESY CDC
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404 Main St., Azle

817-752-2052

CraveAzle.com
craveazle@gmail.com

Mon-Fri 10:30 am - 2:30 pm Closed Sat & Sun

quick bites • fresh ingredients • stay a while

Sandwich Shop • Take & Bake
Full Custom Bakery

DINE IN • CARRY OUT • DELIVERY

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED FOR 22YEARS

State Inspection for Tarrant & Parker Counties

1304 NW Pkwy (Hwy 199)

817-444-8529
817-456-0907
www.motleyautomotive.com
Monday - Friday 8:30 am - 6:00 pm

Automotive
• Tune-ups

• Diesel

•  Suspension

•  Computer Diagnostics

• A/C Repair

• Brakes

• Emission Repairs

•  Repair & Restore 

Classic Cars

Motorcycles 

& ATVs
•  Maintenance 

& Repairs

Kerry Lane Kerry Lane

NW Pkwy Hwy 199

Service Rd

Jackson Tr.

W
estline Rd.

Motley’s AUTOMOTIVE & 
MOTORCYCLES

PACKAGE
DROP OFF 
STATION

FREE CONSULTATIONS

408 Central Dr., Azle 
817-444-8827

Next to the Drive-thru of PNC Bank
azlenwpt.com

•  Sports, Stroke, Back 
and Neck Rehab

• Post Operation
• Balance Training
• Joint Replacement 
• Return to Work

Over 24 years 
of Experience!

Growing
a backbone 

Fearless Cub Scouts touch reptiles, 
opossum during Wildlife on the 
Move presentation

MADELYN EDWARDS
springtownreporter@tricountyreporter.com 

SPRINGTOWN — Wolf-
ranked Cub Scout Frank 
Zamora, 8, showed his peers 
how brave he is by touching a 
live kingsnake. 

This took place Nov. 28 
during Springtown Cub 
Scouts Pack 303’s animal pre-
sentation, which has become 
an annual pack tradition. Eric 
Brittingham, president and 
program presenter of Wildlife 
on the Move, showed the 
kids an opossum, a Savannah 
monitor lizard, a tenrec, an 
albino Burmese python and 
of course, the kingsnake, and 

he provided facts about each 
animal. 

The event proved to be 
popular as seats almost ran 
out for Cub Scouts and fami-
lies. Scouts patiently waited 
through announcements for 
the presentation to begin, 
and they protested when 
Cubmaster Holly Lowe jok-
ingly tried to dismiss them 
early. During the showing, 
they listened to Brittingham 

and asked questions about 
the animals.

Brittingham spoke to the 
kids with the rhythm and 
energy of a slowed-down auc-
tioneer, utilized animated fa-
cial expressions and cracked 
jokes in between giving kids 
factual information about the 
animals. 

When talking about 
Freckles the kingsnake, 
Brittingham told the kids 

kingsnakes are not ven-
omous, and they eat other 
snakes and rodents they 
catch with their teeth, con-
strict into cardiac arrest and 
then expand their bodies to 
swallow the fresh food. 

“Remember I told you he 
has something to do with 
rattlesnakes? Yeah, he kills 
and eats them for dinner,” 
Brittingham said in his pre-
sentation. “Everybody say 
‘yum!’”

When Brittingham invit-
ed Frank to touch Freckles, 
he asked Frank to find out 

whether snakes have a 
backbone by pressing on 
the kingsnake’s back. Frank 
concluded through the brief 
experiment that Freckles had 
a hard bone on its back under 
its skin. 

“So, Frank proved it to you 
— snakes do have a back-
bone,” Brittingham said. 
“Hey, everybody, does Frank 
have a backbone?”

The scouts answered, 
“Yes!” 

“Yeah, he’s got a lot of 
backbone,” Brittingham said. 
“He’s holding a snake, and 

you’re not.” 
After the pack meeting, 

Frank said he had never held 
a snake before and said it felt 
rough. He described the expe-
rience as a good one. 

Frank’s parents, Rachel and 
Frank Zamora, said their son 
joined Cub Scouts to explore 
his interest in the outdoors 
and so far, he really likes it.  

“They could live outside if 
we let them,” Frank Zamora 
said.

Rachel Zamora added, “We 
appreciate nature, animals, 
all that.” 

MADELYN EDWARDS | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

Cub Scout Frank Zamora listens to Eric Brittingham, president and program presenter of Wildlife on the 
Move, before getting to touch a kingsnake. 

Eric Brittingham, president and program presenter of Wildlife on the Move, holds a tenrec near Cub 
Scouts Pack 303 leader Ashleigh Ward’s head as they pose for a picture. 

Springtown Cub Scout Gabriel Salazar feels the skin of a Savannah monitor lizard during Pack 303’s 
annual animal presentation meeting Nov. 28. 

Cub Scout Charlie Cole pets an opossum during the Wildlife on the Move presentation to Pack 303 Nov. 28.
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Imagine a world where 
superheroes aren't the 
strongest or the fastest, 
but the ones who surprise 
everyone with their bravery and 
determination – these are the 
underdogs! An underdog is like 
a tiny seed that grows into a 
mighty tree, even when no one 
expects it.

In stories and real life, 
underdogs are the ones 
people might underestimate 

or overlook. Maybe it's the 
little turtle racing against 
speedy hares, or the shy kid in 
class who turns out to be an 
amazing artist. Underdogs face 
challenges and setbacks, but 
they never give up.

The coolest thing about 
underdogs is their hidden 
superpowers – not the kind 
with capes, but the power of 
heart, resilience, and hard work. 
They teach us that everyone, no 

matter how small or quiet, has 
something incredible inside.

So, if you ever feel like an 
underdog, remember you're 
in excellent company! You 
have your own unique powers 
waiting to shine. Embrace 
challenges, believe in yourself, 
and get ready to show the 
world the amazing things you 
can do!

Famous 
Underdogs

Here are some incredible underdogs who became heroes in their own stories:

CINDERELLA
Imagine a girl with a heart full of kindness who, despite facing challenges, gets to dance 

at the royal ball and captures the heart of a prince. Cinderella shows us that dreams really 
do come true, even for those who start with humble beginnings.

HARRY POTTER
Harry, a young wizard, was just an ordinary boy living with his not-so-nice relatives. 

Little did he know, he had magical powers and a destiny to defeat the dark wizard Volde-
mort. Through courage and friendship, Harry showed us that even the most unlikely 
heroes can change the wizarding world.

RUDY RUETTIGER
In the movie "Rudy," a small guy with a big dream fights against all odds to play football 

for Notre Dame. His determination and heart inspire us to never give up on our dreams, 
no matter how impossible they may seem.

MATILDA
Matilda is a clever little girl with magical abilities who triumphs over her mean head-

mistress and discovers her love for learning. Matilda reminds us that our uniqueness and 
intelligence are powerful tools to overcome challenges.

MOANA
Moana, a spirited island girl, sets sail across the ocean to save her people. Even though 

she faces enormous challenges and a fiery lava monster, Moana's bravery teaches us that 
anyone, no matter how small, can make a big difference.

Remember, these underdogs became heroes because they believed in themselves, stayed 
true to their hearts, and faced challenges with courage. You've got your own amazing story 
to create, full of adventures and triumphs!

One of the most famous underdog stories is the Biblical story of King David and 
Goliath.

National 

UNDERDOG
Day
December 16

Mon - Fri 8:30 am - 5 pm
Sat 9 am - 2 pm

www.springtownfloors.com
SpringtownFloors@yahoo.com

817-668-6363

WOOD • TILE • VINYL PLANK • CARPET • SHOWER

2597 W. Hwy 199, Springtown
12 Months No Interest Financing 

AVAILABLE WITH APPROVED CREDIT

‘Tis the season
Springtown hosts fifth annual Old-Fashioned Christmas event

MADELYN EDWARDS | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

Santa Claus takes a picture with 9-month-old Emberlee Davis and multiple 
other children during Old-Fashioned Christmas Dec. 9 in the Springtown 
Square. 

Julian Serrano, 7, skates over to his grandmother Rosemarie 
Leghorn during Springtown’s Old-Fashioned Christmas event 
last weekend. 

Klassy Kloggers director Shirley Anderson leads the Klassy Kloggers, including Jewelletta Stovall and 
Susie Cordell, in dances in the Springtown Tabernacle during Old-Fashioned Christmas last weekend. 

Bowen Payne, 3, smiles at his face in the mirror after artist Emma McDonald painted a snowman and 
snowfl akes on his face at Old-Fashioned Christmas Dec. 9 in Springtown. 

Brothers Julian, 7, and Mason Serrano, 10, ice skate together at 
Old-Fashioned Christmas in Springtown Park.
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Record-setting 
weekend

JEFF PRINCE
sports@tricountyreporter.com

AZLE — The Azle swim 
team took six athletes to 
the Mansfield Invitational 
qualifying swim meet on Dec. 
8-9 and performed amazing 
feats.

Relay teams broke Azle 

school records in two events, 
and several Hornets set per-
sonal records.

“We are so proud of how 
these swimmers swam 
this past weekend,” said 
head coach Amy Estes. 
“This Invitational is a very 

COURTESY PHOTO

At front, head coach Amy Estes and her Azle swim team enjoy a job well done.

PLEASE SEE SWIM | B4

Performance 
season

JEFF PRINCE
sports@tricountyreporter.com

SPRINGTOWN — The begin-
ning of concert performances 
for the Sound of Springtown 
means football season and 
marching are in the rearview 
mirror.

Marching during halftime 
at football games has its fun 
moments but requires grit 
and stamina. Concert season 
provides musical enjoyment 
without all the synchronized 
stepping.

“Marching band is exhaust-
ing,” said Jeremiah Evans, a 

senior who plays mellophone. 
“It is fun, but it is exhausting. 
We are marching very quickly 
and taking huge steps, but 
we have to carry around giant 
pieces of metal with us wher-
ever we go. We’re supposed 
to only breathe in certain 
spots to make the music not 
sound bad.”

Practicing those steps and 
monitoring those breaths re-
quire time and effort, much 
of it done early in the morn-
ing during hot summers. 
Then, once the steps are 

PLEASE SEE SOUND | B5JEFF PRINCE | TRI COUNTY REPORTER

Jeremiah Evans is enjoying the concert season.

Marches on hold while Sound of 
Springtown focuses on music

Cheer contest season
JEFF PRINCE
sports@tricountyreporter.com

AZLE — After football 
season ended at Azle High 
School, the team’s cheerlead-
ers became even busier.

Football ends about the 
time the cheerleading contest 
season begins.

On Nov. 18, the Azle var-
sity team won a team cham-
pionship at the Universal 
Cheerleaders Association 
Regionals at Lewisville. At 
press time, the team was pre-
paring to compete at the NCA 
state meet in Dallas.

The UIL state meet is Jan. 
14 at Fort Worth Convention 
Center.

On Feb. 8-12, the varsity 
cheer team hopes to com-
pete at the NCA Nationals in 
Orlando, Florida.

Azle’s team is operating 
under a new head coach and 
staff this season. Head coach 
Taylor Hodges oversees the 
squad with help from as-

PLEASE SEE CHEER | B5

Azle cheer shows off skills, stunts, smiles

Azle churns through water
quickly at invitational meet

Strong start
Springtown wrestlers display mettle at first meet

JEFF PRINCE | TRI COUNTY REPORTER

At front, Emma Ortega pays homage during the national anthem 
with cheermate Kyndal Robbins.

JEFF PRINCE
sports@tricountyreporter.com

SPRINGTOWN — The boys 
varsity wrestling team at 

Springtown High School 
finished in second place 
out of 25 schools that com-
peted Dec. 10 at the EMS 
Tournament.

Josue Martinez and Dallin 
Fabrizius earned first place 
medals. Martinez wrestled at 

JEFF PRINCE | TRI COUNTY REPORTER

Josue Martinez wins fi rst place at a recent wrestling tournament.

PLEASE SEE START | B5
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Azle alone
Rodeo team maintains iron grip on first place

JEFF PRINCE
sports@tricountyreporter.com

AZLE — The winter break 
in the rodeo season began on 
Dec. 4 with Azle’s team sit-
ting in first place.

Comfortably.
Azle has earned 6,216 

points so far this season af-
ter 11 rodeos. That’s good 
enough for first place with 
plenty to spare.

Second place Brock is far 
behind with 3,675 points.

Burkburnett (3,157), 
Springtown (2,835) and 
Joshua (2,175) round out 
the top 5 teams in the North 
Texas High School Rodeo 
Association.

Last year, Azle’s team fin-

ished in second place and 
made a vow to work its way 
into the top spot this year. 
The team barged out of the 
chute quickly, nabbing first 
place early in the season and 
building its lead a bit more 
with each passing week.

Team sponsor Kristi 
Scribner appreciates the tal-
ent and leadership of several 
returning members who have 
fought their way into the top 
placings each week.

“Our team is full of tal-
ent this year,” she said. “I 
am excited to see what they 
accomplish.”

Sitting in first place at the 
midway point of the season 
is a good feeling, she said. 
Currently, a dozen team 

members are placing high 
enough to qualify for the ro-
deo finals in May.

“There is a lot still left in 
the season, but Azle rodeo 
team will be represented well 
in the finals again this year,” 
she said.

Approaching quickly is the 
Fort Worth Stock Show and 
Rodeo Scholarship Rodeo, set 
for early February. Azle has 
10 team members that have 
secured spots in the top 10 of 
their events currently, which 
would qualify them to com-
pete for $2,000 scholarships 
at the finals rodeo.

“They are practicing hard 
and preparing for the rodeo 
during our break,” Scribner 
said.

PHOTO COURTESY 
GATEMAN PHOTOGRAPHY 

Wyatt Allison and the Azle rodeo 
team have grabbed first place by 
the horns.

Playing up
Springtown basketball boys take 
on bigger schools in preseason 

JEFF PRINCE
sports@tricountyreporter.com

SPRINGTOWN — The 
basketball Porcupines are 
playing dynamic roundball, 
almost knocking off power-
house Aledo Dec. 5 before 
going on to win a couple of 
games at a tournament that 
weekend.

On Dec. 5, the 4A 
Porcupines took on the al-
ways formidable 5A Aledo 
and fell 63-61, although 

Springtown gave the Bearcats 
all they could handle.

Springtown bounced back 
two days later at a tourna-
ment in Glen Rose, beating 
Lubbock Christian 53-50 and 
toppling Wimberly 75-52.

The Pines would go on to 
lose two games to formidable 

5A teams to end the tourney. 
Springtown senior Dayne 
Thompson earned a spot on 
the All-Tournament Team.

Next up, Springtown will 
play Gainesville at 6:15 p.m. 
Wednesday, Dec. 20, at the 
Porcupines gymnasium.

Braylon Easter and the Springtown Porcupines will play a home game on Dec. 20. JEFF PRINCE | TRI COUNTY REPORTER

Dayne Thompson earns All-Tournament Team at the Glen Rose basketball tournament.

Getting close
Azle basketball pushes 
opponents to limits
JEFF PRINCE
sports@tricountyreporter.com

AZLE — If losing close 

battles is an educational 
experience, the Azle boys 
basketball team has earned 
the equivalent of a master’s 

degree lately.
On Dec. 9, the Hornets fell 

46-43 to Connally.
On Dec. 7, they lost in over-

time 70-61 to Grapeland.
On Dec. 5, they lost 59-58 

to Timber Creek.
Three losses in four days 

by a combined 13 points can 
be heartbreaking. Head coach 

James Crafton encourages his 
athletes to learn from their 
mistakes.

This year’s team began the 
season with little varsity ex-
perience, and Crafton said 
the overall inexperience of 
his players has created in-
consistencies and “growing 
pains.”

Still, he expects the Hornets 
to be executing well on of-
fense and defense by the time 
district competition begins in 
early January.

The coach is focused par-
ticularly on defense.

“We have tried to make de-
fense be where it all starts for 
us,” Crafton said.

His players have embraced 
the philosophy.

“Defense wins games,” said 
Nazir Stevens, a senior.

Azle will celebrate Stevens 
and several other upperclass-
men on Senior Night when 
Azle plays Wichita Falls Rider 
at 7:30 p.m. Dec. 19 at the 
AHS gymnasium.

Gunner Crow is one of five seniors who will celebrate Senior Night on 
Dec. 19.

JEFF PRINCE | TRI COUNTY REPORTER

Jayden Taylor, a sophomore, drives for a layup.
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Hoop yeah
Springtown basketball girls shine; 
Paige Winstead takes aim

JEFF PRINCE
sports@tricountyreporter.com

SPRINGTOWN — The girls 
basketball team hosted the 
Chicken Express Porcupine 
Invitational tournament on 
Dec. 7-9 and drew many com-
petitive teams and hordes 
of fans to the hometown 
gymnasium.

Springtown came up short 
in the opening game against 
Bell before roaring back to 
topple Monahans to secure 
a seat in the championship 
bracket. The Lady Porcupines 
lost to Bridgeport, Permian, 
and Aubrey in the title brack-
et. Springtown’s Brooklyn 
Quintanilla was named to the 
All-Tournament Team for her 
strong performances.

In early December, the Lady 

Porcupines played several 
teams at a tournament in 
Buffalo, winning some, losing 
some, and becoming better 
in the process. Springtown 
battled its way through the 
brackets to finish in third 
place, winning three of 
five games. Paige Winstead 
earned All-Tournament hon-
ors after her 33-point perfor-
mance in the final game of 
the tourney.

Springtown had entered 
the Buffalo tournament on 
a roll. On Nov. 28, the Lady 
Pines declawed the Benbrook 
Bobcats in convincing fashion 
behind the accurate aim of 

Winstead. Springtown pre-
vailed 75-26 and improved to 
8-3 on the season. Winstead, 
who has been among the 
team’s best scorers, sank an 
eye-opening 10 3-pointers 
against Benbrook. A couple 
of weeks earlier, the se-
nior sharpshooter had been 
named to an All-Tournament 
team after nailing three-
pointers and shutting down 
opponents.

Springtown will play at 
6:30 p.m. Friday, Dec. 15, at 
Brownwood.

The Pines’ next home 
game is on Dec. 28 at the 
Springtown Winter Classic. 

JEFF PRINCE | TRI COUNTY REPORTER

Paige Winstead rains down 3-pointers against Benbrook.

Pavement 
warriors

Azle Lady Hornets 
remain on road

JEFF PRINCE
sports@tricountyreporter.com

AZLE — Azle’s basketball 
girls walked over Chisholm 
Trail when the two teams 
met on Dec. 4 in a nondis-
trict clash in Fort Worth.

Cheryl Grubbs scored 14 
points for Azle, and Kegan 
Stewart added another 11 
to help Azle prevail 35-22 

against the Lady Rangers.
The victory pushed Azle’s 

team to 7-7 overall. The 
team has been traveling 
to play games since late 
November.

The Lady Hornets, who are 

4-1 in road games, will play 
next at 6:30 p.m. Friday, Dec. 
15, at Granbury.

The Lady Hornets return 
home at 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, 
Dec. 19, to host Wichita Falls 
Rider in a nondistrict battle.

JEFF PRINCE | TRI COUNTY REPORTER

Cheryl Grubbs leads the Lady Hornets in scoring against Chisholm Trail.

Senior to watch
Azle wrestler Alicen Dillard keeps winning

JEFF PRINCE
sports@tricountyreporter.com

AZLE — Going 2-0 on 
the first day of the Texas 
Women’s Classic high school 
wrestling tournament on Dec. 
8 was nothing new to Alicen 
Dillard. 

She’s used to winning 
matches. 

Dillard is ranked no. 
7 in the country in her 

145-pound weight class. In 
November, she won first 
place and helped her team 
earn a championship while 
competing at the Warrior 
Invite wrestling tournament 
in Arlington. 

She is following up splen-
didly her 2022 season, when 
she won first place at the 
same tournament and also 
won the Super 32, a national 
tournament held in North 

Carolina that featured 100 
nationally-ranked wrestlers 
and more than 300 entries. 

Dillard won a state cham-
pionship in Colorado before 
moving to Azle early in her 
high school career. Now, in 
her senior year, she is eying 
the Texas title.

After leaving high school, 
she plans to continue wres-
tling in college and pursue 
engineering.

JEFF PRINCE | TRI COUNTY REPORTER

Alicen Dillard is accompanied by father, Justin Dillard, and mother, Cindy Dillard, on Senior Night.
CHAPA PHOTOGRAPHY

Alicen Dillard eyes another opponent. 
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Black shirt Azle wrestlers vie for in-house award 

JEFF PRINCE
sports@tricountyreporter.com

AZLE — The Azle wrestling 
program has begun issuing a 
special shirt to a worthy few.

The black shirt award will 
go to wrestlers who stand out 
in attitude, effort, academ-
ics and mastery of wrestling 
techniques.

“The wrestlers that do this 
are awarded a black shirt 
to practice in that is differ-
ent than our practice uni-
form,” said head coach Tyler 
Harrison.

The boys and girls train 
together, and all of them are 
eligible to earn a black shirt. 
There is no set number of 
shirts that will be awarded.

“When our coaching staff 
unanimously agrees an ath-
lete is deserving, we present 
it to them,” Harrison said. 
“They have to be very consis-
tent across the board to be 
considered.”

On Oct. 26, the inaugu-
ral black shirt was issued to 
Wyatt Hicks, a sophomore. 
His coaches say Hicks brings 
great attitude and effort 
to the mat room every day, 
doesn’t miss practice, and 
focuses on growing his wres-
tling IQ. He is an all-A honor 
roll student.

In early November, the sec-
ond black shirt went to soph-
omore Chase Yancey, who 
focused on improving and 
learning for three months 
leading up to the season. 
Yancey doesn’t miss prac-

tice, puts in extra work year-
round, and has jumped levels 
during the past year. He, too, 
is an honor roll student.

“Both young men really 
set the standard for our ex-
pectations in the practice 

room, when competing, and 
in the classroom,” Harrison 
said. “They both make great 
grades, consistently work 
hard every day, and give 
100%. We are proud of their 
leadership in our program.”

Then, just as the Tri-County 
Reporter was preparing to go 
to press, a third black shirt 
was awarded to Noah Kovach. 
She approaches wrestling 
with an open mind, is con-
stantly coachable, shows un-

wavering support for team-
mates, has tremendous grit, 
and embodies the standard 
of a Hornet wrestler, said her 
coach.

COURTESY PHOTO

Wyatt Hicks earns the inaugural black shirt award in 
the Azle wrestling program.

COURTESY PHOTO

Chase Yancey earns a black shirt in November.
COURTESY PHOTO

Noah Kovach earns a black shirt in December.

competitive meet, and 
they performed as I knew 
they would.”

The girls 200-meter free-
style relay team finished its 
race in 1:54.12, breaking the 
AHS record that was estab-
lished two years earlier.

Estes called the record a 
“great accomplishment.”

The 200-meter free-
style relay team included 
Kayley Brekel, Laci Clark, 
Peighton Berry and Brooke 
Nowakowski.

SWIM
FROM PAGE B1

COURTESY PHOTO

From left, Brooke Nowakowski, Kayley Brekel, Laci Clark and Peighton Berry set a school record in the 
200-meter freestyle relay.

The 400-meter freestyle 
relay team finished its race 
in 4:17.07, breaking the 
school record established 
last February at the regional 
meet.

The 400-meter freestyle 
team included Berry, Karla 
Rodriguez, Brekel and 
Nowakowski.

“Again, great accomplish-
ment,” Estes said. “Setting 
new records in both relays is 
a testament to the dedication 
and hard work they have put 
into the season starting in 
August with 5:45 a.m. prac-
tices. Not only two records, 

but every single person set 
a personal record.  It was a 
great day to be a Hornet.”

Berry set personal records 
in the 200-meter freestyle 
and 100-meter freestyle.

Kalen McCullough set 
a personal record in the 
100-meter backstroke, fin-
ishing at 1:04:15.

Nowakowski and Brekel 
also set personal records.

Azle’s team was set to 
swim this week in Decatur 
and is preparing for the 
District 5-5A Championship 
set for Jan. 26 at the NISD 
Natatorium.

COURTESY PHOTO

From left, Kayley Brekel, Peighton Berry, Karla Rodriguez and Brooke Nowakowski set a school record in 
the 400-meter freestyle relay.
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Kate Mitchell conducts the band for the last time at the Nov. 24 
football game.

learned, the band members 
work on them relentlessly to 
become tight.

“It doesn’t compare to what 
the football team does” but 
requires similar determina-
tion, Evans said.

Now, with the football sea-
son completed, “most of our 
time is spent playing concert 
music at school,” he said.

He is enjoying the change.
Tempe Wood is one of 

three band members who 
served as drum major during 
marching season. While foot-
ball games were being played, 
Wood and the other two 
drum majors – Kate Mitchell 
and Luke Holtman — stood 
high on platforms to direct 
music.

Since Friday Night Lights 
are dimmed until next year, 
Wood and the others have 
climbed down from their 
platforms, picked up their 
instruments, and are play-
ing alongside the other band 
members.

“We go back to playing our 
instruments and are pretty 
much done with conducting,” 
she said.

That means less time spent 
marching, more time playing 
music, and a general sense of 
ease. Once the marching part 
stops, the practices dwin-
dle down to just a couple of 
hours a week.

“When we’re doing full-on 
marching band, it’s every day 
for an hour or two, at least,” 
Wood said. “Some days we go 
up to five hours of practice.”

SOUND
FROM PAGE B1

JEFF PRINCE | TRI COUNTY REPORTER

Tempe Wood will focus on playing clarinet.

sistants Chasity Benne and 
Kristen Cook. Benne spent 
four years as a Lady Hornet 
cheerleader before graduat-
ing from AHS in 2015.

Hodges said her first year 
guiding the team has includ-
ed highs and lows, but she 
has loved “every second,” she 
said.

“I’m proud of how well the 
kids have adapted to the new 
coaching staff,” she said. 
“They have been working 
really hard, and we are all 
excited to start competition 
season.”

CHEER
FROM PAGE B1

JEFF PRINCE | TRI COUNTY REPORTER

Kyler Betz waves her pom poms high in the air.
JEFF PRINCE | TRI COUNTY REPORTER

Layne Goley and the cheerleaders have their eyes on a national championship.

165 pounds, and Fabrizius 
at 285 pounds.

Earning second place 
medals were Joseph 
Newman (138 pounds) and 
Grant Butler (150 pounds).

Hunter Binz took third 
place at 175 pounds.

Alex Rivera earned fifth 

START
FROM PAGE B1

place at 190 pounds.
The Springtown wrestling 

program named Martinez 
and Fabrizius as its pun-
ishers of the week for their 
efforts.

On Dec. 1-2, Springtown 
kicked off its season by 
traveling to Colleyville 
Heritage for the Mike 
McCready Memorial 
Invitational, taking seventh 
place out of 38 schools who 

competed.
Binz earned second place, 

Fabrizius took third place 
and Butler won fifth place.

The Porcupines got off 
to a quick start at the 
meet. On the first day, 
Springtown ranked second 
in the amount of time it 
took to pin its opponents, 
and nine of 12 Porcupine 
wrestlers qualified to wres-
tle on day 2.

JEFF PRINCE | TRI COUNTY REPORTER

Head coach Sawyer Cooper leads the wrestling teams into another season.



Ad Classifications

Reach more than 8,000 households with adver-
tising in THE TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

Nobody does it better!

  CLASSIFIED 
AD DEADLINE:  

1:00 PM FRIDAY 

Most ads require payment 
in advance, but we do ac-
cept VISA,  MASTERCARD, 
DISCOVER OR AMERICAN 
EXPRESS by phone.

classified@tricountyreporter.com
817-270-3340 or 817-220-7217

1. .. Air Condition/Heating
2. ........................Antiques
3...................... Appliances
4............Appliance Repair
5.......................Arts/Crafts
6............... Asphalt Paving
7..........................Auctions
8..................Autos, Trucks
9....... Auto Repair Service
10...........Backhoe Service
11................ Boats, Motors
12.................Bookkeeping
13....................... Business 

Opportunity
14.......... Campers/Trailers
15.............Carports/Patios
16.........Equipment Repair
17.............. Carpet Service
18 ........................Catering
19................ Cement Work
20.....................Demolition
21..................... Child Care
22..................... Cosmetics
23.....Computers/Services

24..................... Electrician
25................. Equipment & 
                         Tool Rental
26 ................... Excavating
27............... Exterminating
28 .......... Farm Equipment
29 .........................Fencing
30 ...................... Firewood
31 ...............................Free
32 ........................ For Sale
33 .......................Furniture
34....................... Garage & 
                       Estate Sales
35 ....Garden/Mowing Svc
36.......................... Hauling
37.................................Hay
38...............Health/Fitness
39 .................Help Wanted
40 .....Home Improvement
41 ............House Leveling
42............ House Cleaning
43..........................Hunting
44..........Janitorial Service
45................... Job Wanted

46............. Looking to Buy
47................ Lost & Found
48... Maintenance/Repairs
49..... Masonry/Stonework
50... Mobile Home Service
51.................. Motorcycles
52...........................Movers
53.....Musical Instruments
54..............Music Lessons
55...............Miscellaneous
56. Party Planning/Events
57.............. Pets/Livestock
58................Piano Service
59..................Pool Service
60..................Professional 

Services
61........................ Personal
62.......................Plumbing
63.................Public Notice
64................. Photography
65..........................Printing
66..........................Roofing
67...................... Recycling
68..........................Storage

69.................. Sand/Gravel
70..................Septic Tanks
71.......Sewing/Alterations
72...............Sewer Service
73........................TV/Radio
74............. Tractor Service
75.....................Upholstery
76......... Vacuum Cleaners
77...........................Wanted
78...................Well Drilling
79..........................Welding
80.................Lots/Acreage
81.....................Business & 

Commercial Property
82.................RV’s for Rent
83............ Houses for Sale
84................Mobile Homes  

for Rent
85................Mobile Homes  

for Sale
86...... Mobile Home/RV Lots
87.............Rent Furnished
88......... Rent Unfurnished
89 ............ Wanted to Rent

RATES
16 Words or Less:

Only $10.00 per week!

Over 16 words, add 20 cents per word

Extras such as Bold, Center & Border 
are available for a small fee

Classified boxed display ads also 
available for $9.00 per column inch

(All ads must be paid in advance unless 
you have previously established credit)

 006          Asphalt Paving

 014   Campers & Trailers
Private family looking to buy a 
Travel Trailer, RV, or a  Pop-Up 
Camper. Needs to be in decent 
shape, will pay cash. Please call 
940-577-3770.

 019            Cement Work

Allen Chesney Concrete
All Types of Concrete Work

Residential - Commercial
Foundations, driveways, 
sand, gravel, demolition, 
haul-off, retaining walls

817-271-4541

 020                 Demolition

 024                  Electrician

BULLDAWG ELECTRIC CO. 
All types of electrical services 
and MH hook-ups. 
Free Estimates. 817-675-4921
www.bulldawgelectric.com. 
TECL#25253.

 026                 Excavating

SKID STEER WORK
Land clearing, shop pad, gravel 
driveways, demolition, post hole 
drilling. 817-657-4645.

 029                      Fencing

BOBBY’S FENCE. All types, 
Free Estimates, Over 26 years 
experience. 817-444-3213.

KILEY CHESNEY
CONSTRUCTION

All Types Fences - Tractor Work
817-846-6645

 030                    Firewood

$150 Half cord, delivered and 
stacked. Call 817-689-2424.

 037                             Hay
ROUND BALE
Corn $95.00 Coastal $130.00 
One Bale Min. Flatrock Rd, Azle. 
Thanks, Alan 817-683-4793

 039              Help Wanted

Springtown ISD is accepting 
applications for Bus Drivers and 
Monitors. Training available. 
Contact the Transportation Dept. 
817-220-1418.

MAINSTREAM group homes are 
hiring for FT/PT direct care staff.  
Weekday 3:30pm-8:30am shifts 
as well as 24-hour weekend 
shifts.  Work 2 days a week, get 
paid to sleep, and have a full-
time job!  Paid training, benefits, 
bonuses, and OT opportunities.  
Start $9.00/hr with quick 
advancement possible. Call 
817-270-2747, Monday-Friday, 
9am-3pm.

SILVER DOLLAR CUSTOMS
HELP WANTED 
2 Mechanics needed and 2 Body 
Technicians Experience a must 
and tools a plus! Mechanics We 
work on all types of vehicles; we 
specialize in classics. 
From full restorations, 
modifications, rebuilds and 
upgrades, maintenance, and 
repairs but not limited to. Hours: 
Monday - Friday 8:00am to 
5:00pm
Occasional Saturday Body 
Shop Technicians Metal work, 
fabrications, welding, body 
working, sanding, grinding, 
and sand blasting. Hours: 
Monday - Friday 6:00am to 
2:30pm Occasional Saturday Pay 
Negotiable Contact: Elizabeth @ 
817-752-2165 or Come by: 408 
Commerce St Azle, Tx 76020

Azle ISD is currently accepting 
applications for a plumber in 
the Maintenance Department. 
Prefer a licensed plumber with a 
minimum of 3+ yrs. experience. 
Apply online at www.azleisd.net

General office help needed. 
Experience in the areas of 
Accounting, Human Resources, 
Property Management would be 
preferred but not a requirement. 
Call or text 817-773-5288.

 032                      For Sale

2005 Ford F150
King Ranch Truck, good 
condition, one owner. Call 817-
840-8269 for more info.
 

 034  Garage & Estate Sales
Needful Things
463 Deer Butte St. Different stuff; 
see, buy. Open 9am-? Closed 
Sunday & Monday.

 035  Garden/Mowing Service

CLASSIFIEDS
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BYRUM CONSTRUCTION
Asphalt and Concrete Paving

Driveways • Parking Lots
Asphalt Repairs & Sealcoating

Asphalt Millings • Gravel

Bruce Byrum, Azle, TX 817-690-2429

Kiley Chesney Construction
Dirt & Concrete Work

Kiley Chesney, Owner
Springtown, TX • Mobile 817-846-6645

Driveways • House Slabs • Garages • Add-ons 
Small Land Clean-ups • Gravel Driveways

MCNEELY’S 
DEMOLITION & 

CLEAN UP SERVICE
We Create Vacancy

FREE ESTIMATES
817-996-7887

253 Eagles Way, Springtown

•Tear Down 
•Removal 
•Haul Off 
•Mobile
    Homes
•Garages

•Barns 
•Houses
•Bobcat 
    Service
•Dirt/Gravel
    Spreading

REED EXCAVATING
• SITE PREPARATION • GRAVEL ROADS
• LOT CLEARING • PARKING LOTS
• LEVELING • DEMOLITION
• FINAL GRADE • STOCK TANKS
• LAND EROSION

Dump Truck Hauling   817-919-3696

Chad’s Tree Service
Trimming • Removals • Stump Grinding

Systemic Feeding • Brush Chipping • Cable Bracing

817-221-2201 • 817-246-5943 
817-800-6059 CELL

Insured for your protection
FREE

ESTIMATES

STUMP GRINDING
Don’t dig it! Grind it!
1 or 100 - We can do it.
$85 minimum within 5 mi.

817-237-5592

DORADO 
TRANSPORT LLC

AZLE, TEXAS

We Haul: Auto, Power Sports, 
Equipment and Freight

817-789-2519
DoradoTransportLLC@Yahoo.com

LINDSEY STATE JAIL CURRENT OPENINGS
Correctional Officers 

Assistant Foodservice Manager 
Asst. Maintenance Supervisor - Electrician

PLEASE CHECK THE WEBSITE FOR JOB QUALIFICATIONS.
A New Correctional Officer Pay Increase will be as follows – Starting pay will be $18.00 dollars per 
hour. After Six months’ there will be a pay increase to $19.00 per hour and at one year there will be 
another pay increase to $20.00 per hour. Must have HS Diploma or equivalent, be able to pass a drug 
screen, have a clean background, and valid driver’s license to be considered for a Correctional Officer.

Apply online at www.mtctrains.com or 
call 940-567-2272 and ask for the HR Department.

Management & Training Corporation is an Equal Opportunity Employer: Minority/Female/Veteran/Disabled

Welder/ 
Fabricator and 

Loader Operator
Pay based on experience, 

some benefits offered 
after 90 days.

Call 214-802-5157 
for more info

2-10pm RN/LVNs • 2P - 10P CNAs
Double Weekend CNAs 

Apply in person at 521 W. 7th St. 
Or Call 817-594-8713 or email resume to 

HR.Weatherford@SummitLTC.com

Sign on Bonus Offered

E.O.E.

11 am - 7:30 pm Sat-Wed 
Benefits: Health, Life & Dental 

Insurance, 401k, PTO

Please apply in person 
113 Denver Trail, Azle or 

email resume to hsimpson@
eaglecrestvilla.com

FT COOK

2-10 pm shift. Looking for passionate 
and reliable caregivers for our Senior 

Living. Full benefits: Health, Life, 
Dental, PTO and 401k.

Come apply in person 
113 Denver Trail, Azle. 

Or send resume to hsimpson@
eaglecrestvilla.com

FT PCA

Kimball (Atist Console) 
Piano W/Bench $200 
OBO 
682-803-8377

2018 Outback Travel 
Trailer Model 332 
FK. 3 slide outs, 37 
Ft. $38,000 
817-688-6029 
or 817-221-2403.

4X4 blynd on 10 Ft tower. 
2 sets of windows, car-
pet, chair and heater 
available. $900 call 
Rich 817-584-8567.

Summer sale, 1970 
18 Ft Ski Boat 135 
Mercury engine, 
new interior. $5,000 
682-717-6181.

036                                                              Hauling

039          Help Wanted

Name_____________________________________________________________________

Address___________________________________________________________________

City____________________________________State____________Zip________________

County____________________________ Daytime ph.______________________________

Cip and mail with check: 

Check one:

 $50.00 
IN-COUNTY 
Tarrant, Parker & 
Wise only 

 $70.00
OUT-OF-COUNTY
In Texas

 $40.00
ONLINE ONLY
View an online replica of the 
paper without receicving a 
printed copy

SUBSCRIPTION 
SPECIAL

13 Months for the Price of 12

321 West Main Street, Azle, Texas 76020

3-Month Special Only $29.95

Find that Perfect Car or Truck in 
the Community Classi� eds.

Do you and your best friend need 
a new car for a road trip?

You can Sell your Auto 
in the same section. 
Call 817-270-3340 

for more info on our

OR

Save a Shelter 
Animal. 

Find your 
furever Friend

Join the group. 
Do your shopping 
in the Classi� eds! 

You could � nd some 
holly jolly deals in there!



Classifieds817-270-3340 Deadline:
1:00 PM FRIDAY

 062                   Plumbing

 066                      Roofing

 068                      Storage

INNERSPACE STORAGE. Hwy 
199, Springtown. Now renting all 
unit sizes, 24-hour access. 682-
842-1414.

 069              Sand/Gravel

 079                      Welding

 080             Lots/Acreage

Wanted: Springtown area 
house North of 199, East of 51 
preferred, others considered. See 
section 46. 817-996-6351.

 081 Business/Commercial

40x50 building For Rent, 
3 miles west of Springtown. 
817-713-7495.

For Lease: 
Hwy 199 frontage, near 

hospital, 2000 Sq Ft $1500/mo. 
817-220-2021 

Bryant Real Estate.

 082             RV’s for Rent

Nice 1BR RV in adult RV park. 
Great for older person on limited 
income. Starts at $650/mo. All 
Bills Paid. Heritage RV Park 817-
444-3760.

 084 Mobile Homes for Rent

Pelican Bay: 1524 Partridge Ct.
1-1 $585 MO. $400 DEP.
Owner/Broker
817-988-9954 genejr.com

 086 Mobile Home/RV Lots

2 RV Lots for rent $480/mo $200/
dep. All bIlls payed. Briar area 
817-996-0530.

 088      Rent Unfurnished

Rent Special, reduced rent & 
security Deposit. 2-2 4-PLEX. 
$1, 050/mo $600/security 
deposit, WBFP, walk-in closets, 
box windows, large kitchen w/
pantry, 1,100 sf. 817-360-3039.

1 bed/1 bath with bonus room, 
$1025/mo all utilities paid. $700 
deposit. Contact AAA Properties, 
817-598-0663

APT. - 2 bed, 1 bath, carport, 
lakeview, CA & heat, $1,000 
incl. bills. 817-237-7972 ask for 
Darlia.

1904 CORAL RD
2-1-1 $1,245.MO. $800 DEP.
1513 CORAL CUT OFF
3-1-1 $1,345.MO. $1,000 DEP.
1572 REEF 
3-2-1 $1,395.MO. $1,000 DEP.
Gene Thompson & Associates
817-246-4646 gtatx.com

 040  Home Improvement

BILL ROSSER PAINTING & 
REMODELING. Big Savings: 
$100 off any job of $1,000 
or more. Painting, Carpentry, 
Porch Covers, Decks. FREE 
ESTIMATES. Call 817-304-9974; 
866-374-3559.

BOBBY MCWILLIAMS
PAINTING 817-821-6377.
Interior/Exterior Painting
Residential & New Homes.
50 years experience.

 046          Looking to Buy

Looking to buy a house, 1200-
2000 Square Ft, 3-2, pre owned, 
2 car garage min., 1-5 acre lot, 
Springtown area. Text 817-996-
6351. See section 80.

 049 Masonry/Stonework

 052                       Movers

U.S. Army Retired-but not tired! 
Careful moving-Cheap.
Call Big Jim @ 817-237-5151.

 057          Pets/Livestock

Will pay top dollar for grazing 
and hay leases. Call 940-389-
1936.
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All Types Stone & Brick Work
New Construction • Remodels

Free 
Estimates

817-308-6512
email alvarogsilva@verizon.net

commercial • residential

Azle, TX

Landscape Designs, Outdoor Kitchens 
Patios, Retaining Walls, Mailboxes

,L.L.C.

concrete

LANDERS
Plumbing Co.
940-233-2862

M-10078

ROOFING & Metal 
BuIldINGs

817-304-4224
Tired of always 

replacing your roof?

We’ll be here 
after the storm.

Call us for a 
metal roof quote.

817-523-4137

Commercial & 
Residential

• Roofing
• Metal Roofing
• Carports
• Metal Buildings
• All General 
     Contracting

He r e  B e f o r e  T h e  S t o rm ,  H e r e  L o n g  A f t e r .

417 N. MaiN St • SpriNgtowN

Miles Roofing
• Insurance Claim 
     Specialists;
• Free Estimates
817-797-3420

Ash Creek
Storage

Convenient Location
Corner of Main St. & Locust • Azle

817-444-3292

STORAGE SPECIAL
10X10 $60/MONTH-NO DEPOSIT

1350 LIBERTY SCHOOL RD, AZLE
5X10 $45/MONTH $20/DEPOSIT

817-246-4646

Quality
Family Business

Since 1938

(817) 221-2681

CALL
Cliff Hall

We go the extra mile to ensure 
you get more for your $. 

On House Pads, Driveways, 
Lot Clearing & Tractor Work, Etc.

Cozart

Our Business is Metal Buildings
- And We’re Good!

DESIGN    FABRICATION    ERECTION

METAL 
BUILDING SYSTEMS

Fabrication and erection of quality 
metal buildings at reasonable prices, 

any size - any design

Office 817-237-2282
Fax 817-237-0904

Mark Cozart
817-233-6668

Jeremy Cozart
817-237-2028

Metal Building
Specialist

• Weld Ups/ Bolt Ups
• Pipe Fencing
• Concrete
• Horse Barns
• All Types Fencing
• Metal Roofs

NO JOB TOO SMALL
Compare Pricing

R & E Construction

owner Rodney Vick 
817-220-3044 

fax 817-523-7639   
cell 817-253-1614       

Metal Building Erectors
• Pre-enginered  Weld-up 

• Barns/Shops 
• Arenas/Hangars

• Fencing

1220 E. Hwy. 199 • Springtown

WELD-DONE CONSTRUCTION LTD.

817-220-2150
www.weld-done.net

• Metal Buildings
• Steel Components
• Welding Supplies
• Concrete Supplies

• Fabrication Supplies
• Pipe Fencing
• Deer Blinds
• Deer Feeders

8894 W Hwy 199 • Springtown
817-220-0008 
www.SolidSS.com

Open to 
the Public

SOLID STEEL SOLUTIONS

AZLE OAKS
APARTMENT
700 JARVIS • AZLE

817-444-1712
1 & 2 Bedroom 

Unfurnished
Accepting Applications

Rent based on income
TDD: 

800-735-2989
This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

GENE THOMPSON 
& ASSOCIATES

HOMES and MOBILE HOMES 
FOR RENT
gtatx.com

817-246-4646

Gateway Apartments
313 Gateway · Azle · 817-444-0882

TDD 800-760-1997

This institution is an equal 
opportunity provider 

and employer

Energy Efficient · Central Heat/Air 
Off Street Parking · Water Paid 

Fully Equipped Laundry
ONE & TWO BEDROOMS

Rent Based On Income
For Qualified Applicants
62 years of age or older, handicap/disabled, regardless of age

Devin’s Handyman Service
• Carpentry
• Cement
• Rock
• Granite
• Tile
• Painting
• Siding

Call Devin at 817-629-9608

FALL
 SPECIAL
20% OFF 

with 
this ad!

• Insulation
• Kitchen/
     Bath
• Seamless 
    Gutters
• Powerwashing
• Decks

Kevin’s
Handyman

Services

• Carpentry
• Drywall & Painting
• Tile & Laminate Floors
• Doors & Windows
• Decks & Stairs
• Cabinets & Countertops
• No Job Too Small

Springtown and 
Surrounding Areas

40 Years 
Experience

231-445-1221

Apply in person at: 
605 N. Business 287, Ste 102, Decatur, Texas  or call  

Human Resources  
940-627-6362 | hr.info@klementford.com 

Jodi Pettis, Executive Director

All full-time positions offer growth opportunities 
& a full benefits package including  

Medical, Dental, Vision, Life, 401(k) & more.   
EEOC

Karl Klement Properties, Inc.

Klement Distribution, Inc.
(Hershey Ice Cream Distributor)
No Positions Available at This Time

No Positions Available at This Time

No Positions Available at This Time

Sales Associate
If you are looking for an exciting and rewarding

career; join our team as an Automotive Sales
Associate. Previous auto sales experience preferred;

however, exceptional, and in-depth training, of
vehicles and technology are offered to candidates

that demonstrate a commitment to providing
exceptional customer service. In addition to paid
training and opportunities for growth, we offer a
competitive compensation & benefits package.

039                                                                                                                                         Help Wanted

066                                                             Roofing

PLACE AN AD IN THE 
CLASSIFIEDS TODAY!

817-270-3340

068                                                             Storage

079                  Welding

Advertising 
Works!

079                                                             Welding

088                                              Rent Unfurnished

PLACE AN AD IN THE 
CLASSIFIEDS TODAY!

817-270-3340

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE
All real estate advertising 

in this newspaper is subject 
to the Fair Housing Act 
which makes it illegal to ad-
vertise “any preference, lim-
itation or discrimination 
based on race, color, reli-
gion, sex, handicap, familial 
status or national origin, or 
an intention, to make any 
such preference, limitation 
or discrimination.” Famil-
ial status includes children 
under the age of 18 living 
with parents or legal custo-
dians, pregnant women and 
people securing custody of 
children under 18.

This newspaper will not 
knowingly accept any ad-
vertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the 
law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings 
advertised in this news-
paper are available on an 
equal opportunity basis. To 
complain of discrimination 
call HUD tollfree at 1-800-
669-9777. The toll-free 
telephone number for the 
hearing impaired is 1-800-
927-9275.

Need to sell your ATV?
Call today and ask 
about our $29.95 

3-MONTH SPECIAL!
� e Tri-County Reporter

817-270-3340

3-Month Special Only $29.95

Find that Perfect Car or Truck in the Classi� eds.

Do you have a new driver in the family?

You can Sell your Auto in the same section. 
Call 817-270-3340 for more info on our

OR

Advertising 
Works!



Classifieds817-270-3340 Deadline:  
1:00 PM FRIDAY

8B    tricountyreporter.com � The Tri-County Reporter     Thursday, December 14, 2023  

TexSCAN Week of 
Dec. 10-16, 2023

ACREAGE
LAND FOR SALE. Hunting, recreational, retirement. 
Hill Country, Trans Pecos Region, South Texas. 
30-year fixed rate, owner financing, 5% down. 
www.ranchenterprisesltd.com. 800-876-9720.

ALMANAC
The gift that keeps you learning – the Texas 
Almanac  2024-2025 is the premier reference for 
everything Texas. The entire book is revised with 
the latest information, including the 254 county 
maps and population estimates for every Texas 
town. https://www.legacyoftexas.com/product/
texas-almanac-2024-2025.

BASEBALL
BOB’S BASEBALL TOURS – August 2-12, 2024. 
See MLB games in Cincinnati, Detroit, Cleveland, 
Pittsburgh, Toronto, Boston & NY Yankees. Visit 
Baseball, Hockey, Basketball, Pro Football and Rock 
& Roll Halls of Fame, guided Tour of Manhattan. 
$3,500/person based on double hotel occupancy. 
Quality motor coach, hotels & game tickets. Call/text 
507-217-1326. Also offering Arizona/Grand Canyon 
Spring Training Tour & New York/New England Fall 
Foliage Tour in ’24!

ENERGY
Prepare for power outages today with a Generac 
Home Standby Generator. Act now to receive a FREE 
7-Year warranty with qualifying purchase. Call 1-855-
704-8579 today to schedule a free quote. It’s not just 
a generator. It’s a power move.

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE
Applying for Social Security Disability or Appealing 
a Denied Claim? Call Bill Gordon & Assoc. Our case 
managers simplify the process & work hard to help with 
your case.  Call 1-844-494-0689 FREE Consultation. 
Local Attorneys Nationwide Mail: 2420 N St NW, 
Washington DC. Office: Broward Co. FL (TX/NM Bar.)

OIL & GAS RIGHTS
We buy oil, gas & mineral rights. Both non-producing 
and producing including Non-Participating Royalty 
Interest (NPRI). Provide us your desired price for an 
offer evaluation. Call today: 806-620-1422. Lobo 
Minerals, LLC, PO Box 1800, Lubbock, TX 79408-
1800, LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com.

LOG HOMES
Estate Sale Log Homes – Log Home kits selling 
for balance owed, free delivery. Model #101 
Carolina, bal. $17,000; Model #203 Georgia, 
bal. $19,950; Model #305 Biloxi, bal. $14,500; 
Model #403 Augusta, bal. $16,500. View plans 
a t  www.americanloghomesandcabins .com, 
704-368-4528.

MEDICAL
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered 
by Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility 
with the compact design and long-lasting battery of 
Inogen One. Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Coverage for 350 plus 
procedures. Real dental insurance - NOT just a 
discount plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE 
Dental Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-
0467 www.dental50plus.com/txpress #6258

WATER DAMAGE
WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP & RESTORATION:  
A small amount of water can lead to major damage 
and mold in your home. If you have water damage to 
your home, call for a free estimate for complete repairs 
to protect your family and your home’s value! Call 
24/7:  1-877-727-3027.

   WANTED
Need Extra Cash – I Buy RVs & Mobile Homes 
–Travel Trailers, 5th Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper 
Pulls. In Any Area, Any Condition – Old/New, Dirty 
or Clean! I PAY CA$H. No Title – No Problem, we 
can apply for one. We go anywhere in Texas. ANR 
Enterprises, 956-466-7001.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
221 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.
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TEXAS
CROSSWORD

by Charley & Guy Orbison

ACROSS

DOWN

  1  TX Ann Sheridan
      1949 film: “I ___  _
      Male War Bride”
  5  _  ___ gallon hat
  6  pleased
  7  TXism: “he ___  _
      grip like a snappin’
      turtle”
  8  “Fanthorp ___ State
      Historic Site”
  9  doctors’ assoc.
12  a kid who’s not
      the seeker
17  TXism: “she has to
      _____  __ the same
      place twice to cast
      a shadow” (thin)
19  TXism: “she could
      talk the legs off __ 
      ____ stove”
21  “Post ___  ____”
      of East Texas
22  Jim De_____ was
      an Astro starting
      pitcher, 1985-91
23  TX Bobby Fuller’s
      “I Fought ___  ___”
28  “____ up a little”
29  Texas-based
      “La Quinta ____
      & Suites”
30  golf achievement:
      ____-__-one
31  gets dirt on jeans
35  Comanche Peak, a
      nuclear power ____
36  assist or encourage
      a criminal (3 wds.)
42  relating to the 
      south polar region
44  Texas town or 
      Nebraska city
46  whiners

  1  TXism: “if he was a
      dog he wouldn’t ___
      ___  ___  ____”
     (lazy)
  2  in Cass County on
      highway 43
  3  serpent that doesn’t
      go on land (2 wds.)
  4  TXism: “a day late
      ___  _ dollar short”
  9  lemon/lime endings
10  TX Gary Morris tune
      “_____  ______  ___
      Bedroom” (1991) 
11  stinging Texas pest:
      fire ___
12  moon to Houston:
      “Eagle ___ landed”

48  TXism: “more than one
      way __  ____ a cat”
49  “good __’ boy”
50  road around a Texas city
51  high school student, e.g.
      (2 wds.)
52  intelligence agcy. of the
      Dept. of Defense
53  TXism: “____ barbed wire
      for dental floss” (tough)
54  “____, crackle, pop”
56  prong on a fork

57  TXism:
      “___ be
      unarmed in a 
      battle of wits”
58  TX Ron who was
      “Tarzan” on NBC

13  TXism: “quaking __
      ___  _____” (scared)
14  Texas jewelry
      designer, Malouf
15  a pen name of Texas
      romance novelist
      Sandra Brown: ____
      St. Clair
16  small Eurasian deer
18  org. for the Spurs,
      Rockets & Mavs
20  TX Nat who sang
      “Sweet Thang” (init.)
23  former Ranger
      “closer,” Henke (init.)
24  jump
25  TX ____ Mae sang
      “Cow-Cow Boogie”
26  tilts, like a Pisa tower

27  TX Phillips book:
      “He ____  __ Bum”
32  TX Buddy Holly
      hit: “Rave __”  
33  TX Charley Pride
      tune: “__ Rather
      Love You”
34  __ Salle County
36  TX Strait’s band:
      “___ in the Hole”
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37  TXism: “____ warm
      your gullet” (satisfy)
38  “it’s not a hill I’m
      willing to ___  __”
39  TXism: “never let
      ‘__  ___ you sweat”
40  TXism: “_____ after”
      (resembles)
41  TXism: “____dig”
      (a party or dance)
43  motor home (abbr.)
45  TXism: “bat __
      eyelash” (blink)  
47  cocker ______ (dog)
48  gray with a tinge
      of brown 
55  “Amos ‘n’ ____”

TRASH/WASTE SERVICE

ATEX TRASH SERVICE

817-344-8464 • atextrash.com

OVER 14 YEARS IN BUSINESS

PER 
MONTH
WEEKLY 
PICKUP

$40$40Proudly Serving The Community We Live In

MOVERS

retired but not tired! 
H U.S. Army H

Please call Jim at
817-237-5151

Courtesy H Punctuality H Care
moverS

Full Service Moving - Gun Safes 

Pianos - Auto - Antiques

Packing & Storage - Large or Small

Local & Long Range

member VFW  • DAV • Sheriff’s Assn • American Legion  • ET AL

AIR CONDITIONING AND HEATING

Texas Air Conditioning Contractor License: TACLA014745E

J & E Air Conditioning
and Heating Inc.

SPRINGTOWN 
817-220-4506
www.jandeac.com

Sales · Service 
Residential · Commercial

SERVING THE SPRINGTOWN, AZLE, WEATHERFORD & FORT WORTH AREA SINCE 1970

EXTERMINATORS

Tom Samples 
Pest Control

817-915-2470
Family owned and operated. Over 70 years of service. 

YOUR COMPLETE PEST CONTROL SERVICE

ADVERTISE in the 
Service Directory!

Call the Tri-County Reporter for details

Your Ad Here!

817-270-3340

TRANSMISSIONS AND AUTO REPAIR

Rainwater’s 
The Transmission Shop

201 E. Hwy. 199, Springtown LOCALLY & FAMILY OWNED!

TRANSMISSION • BRAKES • A/C 
ENGINE SERVICE • WRITTEN ESTIMATES 

FREE TOW & FREE DIAGNOSTIC

DISABLED VETERAN OWNED AND OPERATED

682-615-7250 • 817-766-3852

 $70.00 
OUT-OF-COUNTY
Texas and elsewhere   

 $80.00
OUT-OF-STATE
Outside of Texas, within 
the US

 $50.00 
IN-COUNTY 
Tarrant, Parker & 
Wise only 

 $40.00
ONLINE ONLY
Anywhere in the world

1 Year Subscription

Clip and mail with check to: 
321 W. Main Street
 Azle, Texas 76020

Name ____________________________________________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________________________________

City_____________________________State ________Zip _________________________________________  

County_____________________ Daytime ph. ______________________________________________

Having trouble 
keeping all your 

chickens in a row?
Sell some of them 
in the classi� eds!
Call for more info

817-270-3340.

Find that perfect 
Tractor in the 
Classifi eds

You can Sell yours in 
the same section. 
Call 817-270-3340 

for more info on our

OR

3-Month Special Only $29.95 817-270-3340 

Need to fi nd a 
Home 

Improvement 
Specialist
Find one in 

the Classifieds!

Rescue your Ballerina 
from the local Shelter 

and give her a 
Furever Home

Shelter animals have 
lots of unconditional love 

to share with their 
new best friends.

Feel the Love - Adopt
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