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When Army met Air Force

USAF 
Pride

Love of airplanes drew
Azle football coach

Bo Maines to Air Force 

JEFF PRINCE
sports@tricountyreporter.com

AZLE – A love of airplanes 
is what drew Bo Maines to the 
United States Air Force, and 
a desire to teach and coach 
kids is why he left.

The GI Bill helped fund 
his education, including a 
master’s degree. The skills 
and traits he learned in the 
Air Force made him a better 
person.

“Financially, it helped pay 
for some of my college,” 
Maines said of the service. 
“Personally, it developed my 
sense of structure and disci-
pline. It taught me how to be 
a leader and a great follower 

at the same time. The lessons 
I learned, and the people I 
learned from, have shaped 
most of my personal and 
professional philosophies to 
this day.”

In 1995, he joined the Air 
Force specifically to work 
with aircraft. He had become 
infatuated with airplanes 
in the 1980s. Back then, an 
uncle would take him to air 
shows, and a love of all things 
airplane-related took hold of 
the youngster.

“We would drive out to 
Carswell Air Force Base and 
watch the bombers take off,” 
he said.

In the summer of 1985, he 
was thrilled to see the Star of 

Abilene, the first B-1 bomber 
that was delivered to Dyess 
Air Force Base in Abilene.

“My father and mother took 
me to see it,” he said. “I was 
always in love with the idea 
of working with all these air-
craft I grew up around.”

Maines served for four 
years in the Air Force with a 
combat rescue unit and did a 
short stint with a reserve unit 
at the Joint Reserve Station 
in Fort Worth. He was de-
ployed with the 66th Rescue 
Squadron at Nellis Air Force 
Base in Las Vegas and was de-
ployed with the 4412th res-
cue squadron. He worked on 
the HH-60 weapons systems 
and was able to fly on occa-

sion to test new experimental 
weapons platforms.

Maines served deployments 
in Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, 
Northern Iraq, Turkey, and 
various places in the United 
States and Europe. He appre-
ciated his time in the service 
but wasn’t a lifer. His true 
calling was to teach kids.

“I was going to college to 
be a teacher and coach,” he 
said. “My unit was constantly 
on deployments in and out of 
the country. This interrupted 
my college work often.”

Although he left the service 
to pursue teaching, he hasn’t 
stopped appreciating the 
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Bo Maines at target practice in the Air Force.

Donna, Patrick Valdez talk about their 
service in the military, finding love

MADELYN EDWARDS
springtownreporter@tricountyreporter.com 

SPRINGTOWN — Before 
proposing to his wife Donna, 
Army veteran Patrick Valdez 
told her that if she saw him 
dressed in his blue service 
uniform that the only thing 
she should say next is “yes.” 

The Springtown couple 

found each other later in 
life while Donna was living 
in Utah and Patrick was in 
Colorado. In 2008, Patrick 
connected with Donna on-
line after seeing a picture of 
her from her Air Force ser-

vice days.
“I tell everyone the Air 

Force has the hottest chicks, 
which is not a politically cor-
rect statement, but they do, 
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Patrick and Donna Valdez with photos of themselves from their military service. 

Fostering his future
Lieutenant Rick Foster speaks on his 
time and the lessons he learned during 
his service in the Vietnam War

ZACH FREEMAN 
azlereporter@tricountyreporter.com

AZLE — Eighty-year-old 
Azle resident Rick Foster 
wouldn’t trade his military 
service for the world. 

Through his five years of 
college in the mid-1960s, 
Rick saw his eventual military 
service as inevitable. With the 
Vietnam War in full swing, 
Rick had previously been 

deferred because of his good 
grades at Northeast Louisiana 
University. With his gradu-
ation date of August 1966 
quickly approaching, Rick 
began to speak with military 

recruiters in order to find his 
best fit. Initially he had hopes 
for the air force but instead 
decided to go with the army 
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Lt. Foster in one of the several jeeps that he used to conduct his special operations missions.
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For over 25 years of doing physical therapy I have had the opportunity to work 
with men and women from all branches of the United States Military. They all 
have a story to tell, and I am fortunate to be able to listen, learn, and understand 
what they all went through. I’ve been able to work one on one with combat veterans, 
cooks , mechanics, and real life jet fighter pilots (not the ones you see in the movies). 
To me, these are our nation’s real-time heroes. Northwest Physical Therapy thanks 
all veterans, and greatly appreciates their service for the United States of America.
– Shane Wall, Owner - Physical Therapist

408 Central Dr., Azle • 817-444-8827
Next to the Drive-thru of PNC Bank www.azlenwpt.com
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Over 25 Years
of Experience

benefits he received during 
his stint. Perhaps his favorite 
part of serving was meet-
ing people from all over the 
world, learning their cultures, 
and understanding that “we 
can all be very different with 
opposite opinions and beliefs 
but still be together and en-
joy one another’s friendship,” 
he said.

Maines figured he’s been 
to almost every part of the 
world except the Asian region 
and seen plenty of interesting 
places.

“Being engulfed in the cul-
ture and day-to-day life of 
others sometimes makes you 
truly grateful for all that you 
have,” he said. “Aside from 
a few high school friends, all 
the people I keep in touch 
with to this day are the ones I 
have served with or coached 

MAINES
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with. Two of the greatest pro-
fessions - to be a soldier and/
or a coach.”

After leaving the service, 
Maines finished college while 
holding down a series of jobs 
over the years. He worked at 
a steel mill, waited tables at a 
restaurant, and worked shifts 
as a bartender.

In 2003, at 26, he began 
teaching and coaching at 
Springtown ISD. After 11 
years there, he took a job 
with Azle ISD and has been a 
Hornet ever since. He teaches 
AVID1 and history of warfare, 
and he coaches football and 
powerlifting.

Some of his fellow coaches 
at AHS with military back-
grounds include Spencer 
Elliot, Randon Knoll, and 
Richard Serta in the USMC; 
Jayson Conger and Bret 
Cockerham in the USAF; and 
Eddy Prather and Jeff Cook in 
the Army.
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Bo Maines honors the national anthem before a recent football game.
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Leading the Azle Hornets onto the fi eld.
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The fresh-faced recruit.
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Call Us At 817-237-3325

Customers who use 
Joe Rider Propane SAVE 
an average of $250/year! • Free System Check

• No Fees
•  Serving the 

Azle Area 
Since 1954

Switch Today and get 
a FREE $25 gift card!

Thank you 
for your 
service.

101A N Main St in Springtown
• ON THE SQUARE •

SquareGuns.com
817-538-7557

Open Tues-Fri 10 am - 6 pm, Sat  9 am - 4 pm, Closed Sun & Mon

Come in For All Your 
Firearm and Ammo Needs!

Layaway Now For Christmas!

Honoring All 
Who Served

A/C & HEAT
BY RUSSELL

Authorized Dealer: Rheem • Comfortmaker • Amana

SERVICING ALL BRANDS
SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATION

Residential & Commercial

817-270-8811 office
817-239-8710 cell

 Russell Reed, Owner
TACLBO17933C

Quality At Reasonable Rates

Veterans Day 2023Veterans Day 2023
Thank you for your serviceThank you for your serviceNeeding help with your

pool or equipment?
WEEKLY MAINTENANCE

AQUALINE
POOLS

One of our trained technicians will come to your home 
and explain to you how your pool system works!

• Learn about your equipment and plumbing
• Basic water chemistry
• FREE Book about topics discussed
• 10% Off in store coupon

1401 SE Pkwy Azle • 817-238-0890
Visit our retail store for free water testing and free advice.

Veterans Day 2023
Thank you for your service

Where customers send their friends.

233 W. Main • 817-444-5057
Eric Chisholm, Owner

AZLE PAINT 
& BODY

We appreciate and thank 
all who have served

Adamek, Marvin
U.S. Army LtCol

Danny Clint Allison
U.S. Marine Corps

Billie Altom
US Army • 1943-1945
Normandy Invasion

Colton Andersen
U.S. Army 2nd Class

10 Years

David Auvenshine
U.S. Navy • 3 Years
1996 Azle Graduate

George Ayala
US Air Force

1976-1982

Christopher Bachelor
U.S. Air Force
2005-Present

Ken Bachelor
U.S. Air Force

1981-2011

Shafter William Bailey IV
U.S. Navy
1997-2001

Bobby Baker
U.S. Army

Michael Bateman
US Navy
5 years

Thomas ‘Tommy’ Beaty
June 14, 1967-
March 25, 1970

Aaron Bedford
U.S. Army • 1964-1966

Tim Bishop
U.S. Navy • 1972-1977

David Blackwell
US Navy

Scott Boivin
US Marine Corps

24 years

Aaron Brazell
U.S. Marine Corps

Lance Corporal

Vance M. Bridges
Air Force Reserves

Lt. Colonel • 29 Years
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417 N. Main • Springtown 

817-523-4137

Commercial • Residential • Multifamily
Roofing • Windows • Attic Insulation • Painting

Veterans Day 2023
Thank you for your 

service to our country.

SALES • SERVICE • PARTS
11601 Jacksboro Hwy • 817-237-6641

Customer Service & Satisfaction is our #1 PriorityCustomer Service & Satisfaction is our #1 Priority
www.EE-Equipment.comwww.EE-Equipment.com

Thank You Thank You 
To All VeteransTo All Veterans

Katie Thomas
Escrow Officer Branch Manager

224 W. Main St. Azle, TX 76020
817-270-0948 • Fax 817-270-0543

Attorneys: Rector and Eargle, PC
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Veterans Day 2023
Thank you for your
service and sacrifice

Richard Burke
US Marines 1967-1970

Active Duty
Reserves 1970-1973

Joshua Campbell
U.S. Marine Corps

1997-2001

Micki Caney ETC
U.S. Navy
1987-2011

Paul Carrell
U.S. Army

2 Years

Daniel Chapman
U.S. Air Force CMSgt
30 Years • 1958-1988

Bobby Joe Clark
U.S. Navy

4 Years

Brian Clark
U.S. Marine Corps

6 Years

Josh Cooper
U.S. Navy
16 Years

Larry Cooper
U.S. Navy

5 Years

Marcos Correa Jr.
U.S. Marine Corps SSgt

2009-2020

Tom Cotton
US Army
1969-1971

Anndi Couture
U.S. Navy
1994-2004

Larry Cowden
U.S. Army
1967-1969

Jerry Crawford
U.S. Marine Corps 1967-1969 

Vietnam

Wes A. Culwell
U.S. Army Air Corps

1943-1946

Jerry Daniel
U.S. Army
1958-1959

William Darnell
U.S. Air Force Master 

Sergeant • 2008-Present

Truman Davis
U.S. Air Force

James W. Davis
U.S. Air Force Capt 1967-1972
Vietnam April 1970-April 1971

Jesse Dawson
U.S. Marine Corps

2005 - Present

Jessica Dawson
U.S. Army
2004-2009

Marvin ‘Doboard’ Dunlap
U.S. Navy
1944-1947

Bobby L. Eberle
U.S. Air Force TSgt
20 Years • 1948-1968

Jeff Edwards
U.S. Air Force

1986 - 1993

Curtis Elam
U.S. Army
1966-1968

Tabatha Erwin
U.S. Air Force SrA • 5 Years

2006 Azle Graduate

Thomas Estes
U.S. Marine Corps
1966-1970 Vietnam

Rene Esteves
U.S. Navy
2003-2008

Kenneth Fair
U.S. Navy E3,

U.S. Air Force E6

Curtis Fair
U.S. Army • 6 Years

1964-1970
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AZLE 316 N.W. Parkway, 817.444.2504

SPRINGTOWN 726 HWY. 199 E., 817.220.5504

pinnbanktx.com

THANK YOU FOR 
YOUR SERVICE.

T H E  W A Y  B A N K I N G  S H O U L D  B E

We would like to express gratitude to our nation’s 
courageous service men and women. We thank you 
and your loved ones for your bravery and sacrifi ce.
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Veterans 
Day 2023

as a combat engineer. 
Rick revived his basic train-

ing at Fort Leonard Wood 
in Missouri and attended 
Combat Engineer Officer 
Candidate School at Fort 
Belvoir in Virginia for six 
months. With a bachelor’s in 
graphic design and a minor 
in psychology, Rick was seen 
as a perfect candidate for a 
recently opened printing of-
ficer position in Fort Bragg, 
North Carolina. Out of his 
class of 32 recently com-
missioned officers, he was 
one of three to receive their 
preferred assignment. At the 
printing plant, Rick worked 
to produce millions of fliers 
and leaflets as part of the 
Chiêu Hồi or “Open Arms” 
initiative which was intended 
to encourage and incentiv-
ize Viet Cong soldiers and 
civilians to defect and aide 
American troops and their 
allies in Southern Vietnam. 
Rick attended a psychological 

FOSTER
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warfare school and got certi-
fied, which he said greatly 
helped him during the war. 
About 11-and-a-half months 
later, Rick received orders 
to ship out to Vietnam as 
Third Platoon Leader to First 
Engineer Battalion Company 
C, First Infantry Division, Lai 
Khe, Vietnam. 

In that role, Rick would as-
sist in detonating enemy bun-
kers, caches and resources. In 
April, he was reassigned to a 
psychological operations unit 
where he dropped the same 
kinds of leaflets that he had 
once helped produced from a 
UH1H “Huey” helicopter. The 
chopper was also equipped 
with 30 loudspeakers on its 
side to broadcast Chiêu Hồi 
messages over the jungles 
and villages at night. 

By August, Rick had been 
promoted to first lieuten-
ant and was reassigned to 
the S-5 at 1/18th Infantry 
Battalion. Along with five 
jeeps and five interpreters, 
two one-ton trucks and 10 
men, Rick would construct 
medical camps in remote vil-

lages while gathering intel 
and speaking with local lead-
ers. In some instances, Rick 
would find children in the 
villages who had cleft palates 
or other operative deformi-
ties and would drive these 
kids to hospitals in Saigon for 
treatment. 

“When the child and family 
got back to the village, the VC 
didn’t have a chance because 
we had fixed a horrible (birth) 
defect that they had no clue 
could be done,” Rick said. 
“It was a very good human 
resources accomplishment 
for everybody concerned be-
cause it changed the whole 
attitude of the village at that 
time.”

 Rick also supervised the 
building of schools, bridges 
and other basic infrastruc-
ture at the time. 

“I felt like that out of all the 
chaos, fighting and every-
thing else, my platoon and 
my mission along with those 
that preceded and succeed-
ed me accomplished some 
positive things,” Rick said. 
“We left the country in better 

shape than we found it even 
though we were blowing up 
things left and right, because 
we left a lot of equipment 
there, we left concrete and 
asphalt roads, schools and 
medical clinics. If I had to do 
it over, I would. I had it gener-
ally better than most of my 
colleagues because I was not 
involved in firefights every 
day, though I was involved in 
two or three when I was at-
tached to the infantry.”

Rick served in Vietnam for 
11 months, 21 days and five 
hours, a fact he still recalls 
clearly to this day. When he 
returned in October 1969, he 
did not find a welcoming re-
turn home.

“Standing in uniform in the 
San Francisco Airport wait-
ing for my brother to pick me 
up, I had a group of guys try 
to harass me. They tried to 
spit on me, they spat at me. 
So, I didn’t mention to any-
one for 25 years that I was 
ex-military.”

Rick says that in recent 
decades, he’s seen a posi-
tive shift in how veterans are 
treated, especially with the 
return of veterans from the 
numerous wars waged in the 
Middle East since the Gulf 
War. 

 “The guys that are return-
ing from the Middle East are 
our kids,” Rick said. “So, we 
know how we were treated, 
and we won’t let that happen 
again. That’s I think part of 
the reason.”

Today, Ricks credits much 
of his success and the man he 
is now to his time in service 
and the lessons he learned. 
Rick said that he had learned 
as much in service as he did 
in primary and secondary 
school. 

“It’s been an interesting 
thing, Rick said. “I wouldn’t 
trade that experience for any-
thing and yes, it’s because 
I came out relatively un-
scathed. But it changed me. 
Everybody should serve in 
the military. This would be a 
different country.”

After all this time, Rick 
remains in the printing busi-
ness. The veteran moved to 
Azle in 1978 and got a job 
with Moore Business Forms 

in Fort Worth for 11 years 
and then worked for Louis 
Business Products for 24 
years. Rick said Azle has been 
good to him in all those years 
and in 2005, he started his 
own company, Great Grafics 
which he still runs to this day.  

Even though Rick is not 
in-contact with many of his 
living peers, he still finds 
some comfort in attend-
ing local VFW events two or 
three times a month. Rick 
sees Veterans Day as a time 
of fond reflection for the 
time he spent in service of his 
country and for those who 
stood by his side. 

 “It gives me a great sense 
of satisfaction that I’ve done 
my part,” Rick said. “There’s 
a lot of other guys that cer-
tainly gave more and did 
more in every aspect of what 
they went off to do.”

One fellow soldier that al-
ways sticks in his mind was 

his platoon sergeant when 
he first reported to Vietnam. 
After missing time at bivouac 
to take care of his terminally 
ill father, Rick relied on those 
around him to get him situ-
ated in areas where he had 
not yet received training.  

“I told the sergeant I need 
all the help I can get,” Rick 
said. “I was pretty heavily 
dependent on my sergeant. 
They are the backbone of the 
military.”

After returning home, Rick 
served as a first lieutenant 
for the Army National Guard 
and received his Honorable 
Discharge Certificate on Sept. 
13, 1973. Rick has received 
the Bronze Star two Air 
Medals, Army Commendation 
medal, the Vietnamese Cross 
of Gallantry, The Vietnamese 
Civil Action Honor Medal and 
the Vietnamese Campaign 
Medal among other 
commendations. 

ZACH FREEMAN | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

80-year-old Rick Foster is a proud veteran of the Vietnam War.

COURTESY RICK FOSTER

Foster in 1969 in a UH1H helicopter where he drops leafl ets to coax Viet Cong into defecting. 
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Monday - Thursday 8 am - 5 pm, Friday 8 am - 4 pm

www.azlechamber.com

AZLE AREA
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Thank you to all the men and Thank you to all the men and 
women who have servedwomen who have served

JEFF PRINCE | TRI COUNTY REPORTER

Rusty Crain oversees kids and 
dogs these days.

COURTESY PHOTO

Rusty and one of his German Shepards relax at Norfolk Naval Base in Virginia.
COURTESY PHOTO

Rusty trains a Belgian Malinois police dog named Doughboy.

Military 
family
Springtown couple met 
while serving in U.S. Navy

JEFF PRINCE
sports@tricountyreporter.com

SPRINGTOWN – Serving in 
the U.S. Navy from 1994 to 
2014 allowed Rusty Crain to 
learn a trade, earn a pension, 
and meet his soul mate.

In 2007, Crain was at an 
air base in Italy when he met 
his future wife, Sherry Crain, 
who was new to the service 
and serving at her first duty 
station.

Rusty Crain was running a 
dog kennel for the Navy. How 
he got there was a winding 
path. The muscular military 
man grew up in Oklahoma 
City, Oklahoma, where he 
had a penchant for finding 
trouble as a youth. He feared 
he would wind up in jail.

“If I wouldn’t have gone 
into the Navy, there is no 
telling where I might have 
ended,” he said. “I was going 
down the wrong road right af-
ter high school. I’m like, I got 
to get out of Oklahoma, or 
I’m going to be in trouble.”

He wasn’t interested in the 
Army or Marines and didn’t 
score high enough on his 
military test to attract any of-

fers from the Air Force, so he 
joined the Navy to load onto 
a ship and “see the world,” 
he said.

He became a “regular Navy 
guy” steaming on a ship for 
a year before deciding life on 
the water wasn’t for him. He 
signed up for military police 
school and gravitated to K9 
school. He was assigned a 
dog to train and stationed 
near Corpus Christi.

By the time he left the Navy 
20 years later, he was region-
al kennel master overseeing 
170 dog teams from Florida 
to Maine.

Currently, he is the own-
er-operator of CK-K9 in 
Springtown. The business fo-
cuses on breeding and train-
ing dogs and offers boarding. 
Crain and Sherry married and 
had two children, and the 
family settled in Springtown 
four years ago. Since June, 
Crain has been looking after 
the kids – daughter Dixie 
Mae and son Espen - while 
Sherry has been stationed 
in Bahrain, a country in the 
Middle East. She is set to 
serve 18 months there before 
returning home.

The family misses her but 
understands the sacrifices of 
service.

“We’re kind of used to it,” 
Rusty Crain said. “It’s just the 
military life.”

Sherry works as a supply 
officer, learning a trade she 
might use after her service 
ends.

“A lot of people join the 
military because of whatev-
er’s going on in their daily life 
at the time,” Rusty said. “It 
can be for schooling. It could 
be because you’re in hard-

COURTESY PHOTO

From left, Rusty and Sherry Crain reenlist in the Navy together in 2010 on the USS Wisconsin.

ship, and you need the mon-
ey. It’s a steady job. There are 
all kinds of different reasons 
why people serve. And you 
get a steady paycheck. You 
get health benefits and all 
that while you’re in.

“I just happen to do a job 
that I love,” he continued. “I 
mean, who gets to play with 
dogs all day? I just found a 
cool job that I loved. I met my 
wife over there in Italy, and 
she loves her job. The mili-
tary has given us everything 
we’ve got right now.”

Sherry has served 16 years 
in the Navy and will be eli-
gible to retire after 2027.

Separations are part of the 
bargain. Modern technology 
makes being apart easier, 
Rusty said.

“It’s hard, but nowadays, 
it’s a lot easier than when I 
first joined,” he said. “You 
have all kinds of cell phones 
and apps and internet on 
ships and overseas. When 
I was in, you didn’t have all 
that. You had to wait for a 
payphone.”
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Veterans 
Day 2023

Thank you for 
your service to 

this country.

and I’m married to one of 
them,” Patrick said. “I mean, 
look at her.”

Patrick described himself 
as “chewed up” by the time 
he met Donna. He was part of 
the Wounded Warrior Project 
after coming back from Iraq, 
and he endured multiple sur-
geries to repair his shoulder, 
back and knee. He was also 
using a bunch of prescription 
medications – “enough pain 
meds to put a horse down,” 
according to his civilian 
doctor – and Donna encour-
aged him to wean off the 
drugs that weren’t absolutely 
necessary. 

“It was killing him,” 
Donna said about Patrick’s 
medications.

They developed a relation-
ship, and Donna eventually 
moved to Colorado so they 
could have more in-person 
dates. 

“She was an absolute prize, 
and everywhere I took her, 
people would gravitate to-
wards her,” Patrick said.

Then, they married on 
Valentine’s Day in 2009.

“He proposed to me on 
Friday the 13th, and we got 
married the next morning,” 
Donna said. “We didn’t want 
to mess anything up.”

Patrick’s surprise propos-
al to Donna was a bit cha-
otic. They went to a restau-
rant with some friends, and 
Donna noticed something 
strange was going on when 
one of their friends was only 
taking pictures of her and 
Patrick, who then disap-
peared during the meal to 
change into his dress blues. 
Patrick said he told his friend 
taking pictures not to tell 
anyone about his plan, but 
somehow the proposal news 
spread throughout the res-
taurant, except to Donna. 

Despite any messiness, the 
proposal was still a success-

ful mission. 
“I walk in; I go to my knee,” 

Patrick said. “I startle her. 
She’s looking the other way, 
and she turns around, there I 
am. So, I proposed to her, and 
luckily for me, she said yes. 
And the rest is history.”

Donna called Patrick “the 
most wonderful person 
(she’s) ever known.” 

The couple, who estab-
lished a Scouts BSA and Cub 
Scout program in Springtown, 
try to teach kids to respect 
the American flag and what 
it represents. Patrick said 
he would advise any of the 
scouts who are interested in 
someday joining the armed 
forces to learn servant leader-
ship. Scouts were expected to 
retire flags and meet veterans 
this month. 

“You really want that con-
nection, that relationship 
that you built with the young-
er generation, so they know 
and understand the sacrifices 
that have been made,” Donna 
said.

As veterans themselves, 
Donna and Patrick Valdez 
have stories of their own 
about their respective mili-
tary service, which are de-
tailed briefly below. 

MAKING HER FATHER PROUD
At first, Donna Valdez 

didn’t plan on serving in the 
Air Force, but she did just 
that as a 25-year-old in 1986. 

She intended to work at 
the Biloxi Police Department 
in Mississippi. Her father 
had served in the Air Force, 
and she decided to visit the 
Keesler Air Force Base, where 
her father was stationed after 
returning from Japan. Little 
did she know, she was about 
to be recruited.

“I go in there, and I tell the 
guy at the guard shack, ‘My 
dad was (in the) Air Force, 
and I’ve heard about Keesler 
my whole life, so I want to 
just take a little loop around 
the Air Force base and see 
what this is all about,’” Donna 

Valdez said. “He had this cute 
little grin on his face. He said, 
‘You can do that, but first, 
you’ve got to go over here to 
this office and get a permis-
sion slip to come on base.’ 
It was the recruiter’s office. 
So, that day changed the 
trajectory of my life. I went 
over there, and he basically 
sold me hook line and sinker 
on how the Air Force would 
be a great fit for me. Within 
about three weeks, I left and 
went to basic training, and it 
was absolutely the beginning 
of a wonderful life. I’m so 
grateful.”

Donna Valdez said one of 
the selling points for enlist-
ment was knowing that she 
would make her father proud. 
She turned 26 years old in ba-
sic training, which made her 
the oldest recruit there and 
gave her an advantage. 

“I breezed through basic 
training because being much 
more older and mature,” 
she said. “They didn’t have 
to beat me into submission 
quite as much.”

In training, Donna Valdez 
remembered learning from 
a female lieutenant how to 
mentally rehearse and pre-
pare for a task, and she used 
that lesson to score expert 
marksmanship at the gun 
range. 

“I think things through and 
solve a lot of the problems 
before I start,” she said. “All 
night, I mentally rehearsed 
what it was going to feel like, 
what it was going to smell 
like when I went to the range. 
And I did score expert marks-
man that day, so I was able to 
call my daddy that night and 
tell him.” 

Donna Valdez served as a 
dental lab technician during 
her time in the Air Force, and 
she specialized in dentures 
and gold crowns. She enjoyed 
visiting with older veterans 
during this time and hearing 
their stories. 

“I would have these old 
veterans come in and bring 

me a picture of them when 
they were young, and I would 
make their dentures to match 
their facial features when 
they were younger,” she said. 
“And they would just cry 
because your teeth is part of 
your character.”

In 1989, Donna Valdez 
left the Air Force as she was 
expecting her second child 
who was born deaf – some-
thing she blames on the 
chemicals she inhaled in the 
poorly ventilated dental lab 
that she also believes caused 
her to have moderate hear-
ing loss. Finding out that her 
son was deaf was “devastat-
ing” and learning sign lan-
guage was difficult, but she 
tried to make the best of the 
situation. 

“We went to work learn-
ing sign language,” she said. 
“You do what you have to do. 
You step up. You can’t sit and 
cry too long. Time keeps tick-
ing along.”

In addition to being a vet-
eran, Donna Valdez is also 
the mother of a veteran. Her 
youngest son enlisted in the 
Army, but he retired after 
being hurt in Afghanistan 
in 2012. He suffered from a 
traumatic brain injury and 
post-traumatic stress disor-
der but has recovered since 
then. 

“Four mommas didn’t get 
their babies back that day, 
but I’m so grateful, as broken 
as Daniel is, that we got him 
back,” she said. 

THE COMBAT CAMERAMAN 
One of Patrick Valdez’s 

jobs during his career in 
the Army, which spanned 
from 1976 to 2010, was to 
be the “eyes and ears of the 
commander” as combat 
cameraman. 

“(The commander) can’t be 
everywhere, so he has a crew, 
Combat Camera document-
ing things, not just for his-
tory but to make tactical deci-
sions,” he said. “The saying 
in COMCAM is, ‘One eye don’t 
lie.’ The lens doesn’t lie.”

Before digital cameras, 
Patrick Valdez shot photos 
on film and processed them 
in a small mobile dark room. 

“Then, digital came out, 
and we thought we were the 
coolest people. We thought 
we were NASA,” he said, 
though in retrospect, he said 
the cameras were expensive 
and “terrible” compared to 
today’s standards.

Patrick Valdez also did 
scientific and aerial photog-
raphy, capturing paratroop-
ers jumping from the sky. 
He also tested equipment, 
including parachutes. 

“I worked with some of the 
best military people in the 
world,” he said. “If they’re 
on the news right now, we 
worked together.”

Despite having interest-
ing jobs and working with 
great people, Patrick Valdez 
still faced challenges during 
his time in the Army, includ-
ing sustaining injuries. He 
recalled hurting his knee 
during his time in airborne 
operations. 

“Is it cool to watch guys 
jump out of airplanes? Yes. Is 
it cool to go into combat from 
the sky with a parachute over 
your head? For a soldier, for a 
paratrooper, nothing is cool-
er than that,” he said. “But 
your body pays. It absolutely 
pays.” 

Over the years, Patrick 
Valdez has served in 
Germany when the Iron 
Curtain fell, Haiti, Kuwait, 
Iraq, Korea and Qatar. He 

spent 14 Christmases away 
from family during his ca-
reer, including a period when 
he was stationed in Korea. 

“Back then, a phone call 
from Korea cost almost $5 a 
minute,” he said. “So, you had 
script everything you were 
going to say.”

But during a particular-
ly lonely Christmas Eve in 
Korea, Patrick Valdez re-
called being amazed when 
the Dallas Cowboys cheer-
leaders arrived to do a quick 
show. Though he didn’t have 
many nice things to say about 
the actual football team, the 
cheerleaders earned his re-
spect after that event. 

“The cheerleaders are do-
ing alright in my eyes,” he 
said.

Patrick Valdez retired from 
the military as a command 
sergeant major, and after-
wards, he got involved in 
military-related nonprofits, 
something his wife praised 
him for. 

“He’s a builder,” Donna 
Valdez said. “He loves build-
ing people and building sup-
port for other people. He’s 
a wonderful friend and sup-
porter to all who know him. 
He never forgets anyone.”

For Veterans Day, Donna 
Valdez said Patrick will some-
times stand on an overpass 
with the flag to hear people 
honk and see them wave. 
Patrick Valdez described 
Veterans Day as a time to 
serve his fellow veterans. 

“There are guys who came 
back from Vietnam that never 
(were told), ‘Welcome home,’ 
never were told, ‘Thank you,’” 
he said. “As a society, we owe 
that to those that have gone 
beyond what the average ci-
vilian will do for the country.”

MADELYN EDWARDS | TRI-COUNTY REPORTER

Patrick Valdez speaks to scouts in Springtown Cub Scout Pack and BSA Troop 22, which he helped create.

VALDEZ
FROM PAGE C1

“There are guys who came back from Vietnam that never (were told), 

‘Welcome home,’ never were told, ‘Thank you... As a society, we owe 

that to those that have gone beyond what the average civilian will do 

for the country.”

PATRICK VALDEZ
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April Eversole Fallecker
U.S. Air Force 1stSgt

Master Sergeant
22 Years • 1995 Azle Graduate

Carmon Finney
Army National Guard Medic, 

U.S. Navy Medic E5

Joanne Fontenot
U.S. Army • 2006-2010
Army National Guard

2010-2012

Charles Foretich
US Air Force

1951-1955, Korea

Jared Foster
U.S. Marine Corps

2017 - Present

Donald Fox
U.S. Army 1966-1968 
Specialist 5th Class

Stephen Freeman
U.S. Marine Corps

2003-2010 Iraq

Joel Friske
U.S. Army
10 Years

Leon Foster
U.S. Army Reserves

1988-1993
U.A. Navy • 1993-1997

Rick Foster
U.S. Army • 1967-1972

Vietnam

Roy Foster
U.S. Marine Corps

1966-1969

Dominick Garcia
U.S. Marine Corps • 4 Years

2015 Azle Graduate

John Geurin
U.S. Army Colonel

1961-1988

James Gieb
U.S. Army • 1970-1972

Vietnam

Christopher Gilliland
U.S. Army
1997-2016

Grant Gibbons
Air National Guard

2017-Present

Todd Gibbons
U.S. Air Force

1981-1989

Allie Gilford Gilley
U.S. Coast Guard

WWII

3221 E. Hwy 199 • 817-444-2855

BRANSOM REAL ESTATE
Results you can count on.
200 W. Main St., Azle

817-925-8281
bransomrealestate.net

Donna Bransom

Thank you for 
your service to 
this country.

AUTHORIZED AGENT

Kaye Burtnett &
Vanessa Roberson

905 E. Hwy. 199 Springtown, TX 76082

HOME • AUTO • FARM • LIFE

Protecting Texans, Prioritizing customer service

Thank You Veterans

4895 E. Hwy 199, Reno
682-310-0079

Open Mon-Thurs 10:30 am - 7 pm, 
Fri-Sat 10:30 am - 8 pm, Closed Sun.

ANNA’S TAQUERIA
Breakfast Food Truck

5:00 am - 2:00 pm

HONORING ALL HONORING ALL 
WHO HAVE SERVEDWHO HAVE SERVED

PROPANE & TANKS
For Sale and Lease

REFILLS 
AVAILABLE AT 
OUR LOCATION

Family Owned since  1946

RURAL GAS SUPPLY

140 W. Main St.  • Azle
817-444-4613

FOR 
ONE 
YEAR

$$4040
ONLINE

FOR 
ONE 
YEAR

$$7070
OUT-OF-COUNTY

FOR 
ONE 
YEAR

$$5050
IN-COUNTY

817-270-3340
tricountyreporter.com

Save a Tree
Subscribe Online!

321 W. Main St., Azle 817-270-3340  • tricountyreporter.com

FOR 
ONE 
YEAR

$$4040
ONLINE

FOR 
ONE 
YEAR

$$5050
IN-COUNTY

FOR 
ONE 
YEAR

$$7070
OUT-OF-COUNTY

FOR 
ONE 
YEAR

$$8080
OUT-OF-STATE
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Robert M. Gunn
U.S. Air Force • 1954-1962

Navy Reserves • 1976-1992

james hachtel
Texas Army National Guard

2010-2016

William Eugene Hall
U.S. Army • 1950-1952 Korea

Purple Heart,
Bronze Star with Valor

Billy Hamilton
U.S. Air Force
Sgt 1st Class

Dennis Hamblin
U.S. Army 864th Engr Bn

1972-1975

Michael Hanna
U.S. Air Force

1979 - 1983

Amy Hubenak
U.S. Marine Corps 4 years

Jeff Hubenak
U.S. Navy 26 years

Don Huggins
U.S. Air Force
Airman 2nd Lt

George Hutton
U.S. Army • 1962-1970

Vietnam

James D. Ivey
U.S. Air Force

4 Years • 1954-1958

Ray Ivey
U.S. Army Colonel
30 Years • Vietnam

Howard Horton
U.S. Air Force

1952-1968

Leroy Horton
U.S. Air Force

Ross Horton
U.S. Army
1955 - 1957

Jack Horton
U.S. Army, 2 years Vietnam

Andrew Howard
1962-1966 A1C Phillipines

Shirley Hubbard
Civilian Civil Service,

32 yrs. in USAF

Paola A. Gomez
U.S. Navy Operations 
Specialist 1st Class

1999-2019

Jose Luis Gonzales
U.S. Army 1992-1998

Corporal E4

Hubert Sonny Goode
U.S. Navy
Vietnam

Ronnie Goode
U.S. Coast Guard

1991-1995

Joe Grandmasion
U.S. Marine Corps Sgt 

2004-2014 • TX Air National 
Guard Staff Sergeant • 

2014-2021 Fort Worth Police 
Department

Offi cer 2015-Present 

Dan Grant
U.S. Air Force E3

Eileen Harbour
U.S. Marine Corps • 1976-

1980
1975 Azle Graduate

Robert Brady Hartman
U.S. Army • 1st 503rd 
Airborne Infantry, 173 

Airborne Brigade
Medic, Afghanistan

2008-2011

John Hinojosa
U.S. Army 1988-1992 E4

Daniel Holian
US Army
5 years

Theresa Holian
US Navy
20 years

Joey Hollingsworth
Texas Air National Guard

15 Years

Haley Carter

817-444-1100
www.haleycarter.com

Thank you for voting us #1!

Ride with the Best Agent
and Agency in Azle

Bees

General Pests

Rodents

Scorpions

Spiders

Termites

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED. 
OVER 70 YEARS OF SERVICE. 

YOUR COMPLETE PEST 
CONTROL SERVICE

We have been providing effective 
pest control solutions throughout 
the DFW Metroplex area 
for more than 70 years.

Our family-owned and operated 
business is fully equipped to 
handle all of your pest control needs.

817-915-2470

Tom Samples 
Pest Control

VETERANS DAY 2023
Thank you for your service.

415 W. Main St., Azle, Texas • 817-444-9024

• Real Estate
• Small Business

• Estate Planning
• Probate

Tyler A. Harden
ATTORNEY 

Serving clients in...

Stewart Title Company
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

VETERANS DAY 2023
Thank you for your service



THURSDAY, August 24, 2022 tricountyreporter.com Tri-County Reporter C10

OnlinewithTCB.com

Bridgeport   Springtown

Veterans Day
Thank You

for Your
Service

OPEN Mon-Fri 10 am - 7 pm Sat 10 am - 6 pm, Sun 11 am - 5 pm

321 B W. Main St., Azle • 817-752-2002
499 E. Hwy 199, Springtown • 682-302-9507

Thank you Veterans!
With Respect, Honor and Gratitude

ALL VETERANS

15%
off

$1899

NECTAR
Classic
with Adjustable Base

Free
QUEEN

w/purchase ofselect King
mattress

SERTA
Cozy
Comfort

WAS $1599

$1099
NOW

Zachary Dean Lund
Army Reserves • 2014-2020
2014 Springtown Graduate

William Lykins
U.S. Navy 1966-1968

Weldon B. McDaniel
459th BG • 15th Army Air 

Force • WWII

Eddie McCrory
U.S. Air Force

1952 - 1956

Jeremy McCollum
U.S. Marine Corps
6 Years • 2002-2008

Ronnie McDole
US Army
2008-2013

Jerry McNutt
US Marine Corps

2001-2005

John Martin
U.S. Army
1974-1996

Ryan P. Martin
U.S. Navy • 2001-2011
Springtown Graduate

Jason Malewiski
U.S. Navy • 1995-2002

U.S. Air Force • 2002-2015

Jim Mitchell
U.S. Army Airborne Sgt 1st 

Class • 1966-1982

Adam Mason
U.S. Army • 6 Years
2001 Azle Graduate

Matthew Jackson
U.S. Army
2002-2006

Edward Jantzen
U.S. Navy
1966-1969

James Jeffreys
U.S. Air Force • 1950-1970

20 Years

Ed Johnson
U.S. Navy • 1966-1973
1966 Azle Graduate

Estle Johnson
U.S. Air Force

1951-1978 SMSgt

Mary Johnson
U.S. Navy
1965-1968

Gary Keil
US Navy

4 years, Vietnam War

Brian Kilian
U.S. Air Force

1987-2013

Stephanie King
US Air Force

1989-1995

Gunner Kesler
U.S. Navy LCDR

30 Years

Phillip G. Koch
U.S. Air Force

6 Years 6 Months

Stuart Lankford
U.S. Marine Corps

1992-2017 LtCol

James Last
U.S. Army E5 Crewchief/

Gunner • 1967-1970

Destin Lacey
Army National Guard

3 Years

Derwin Royce Lancaster
U.S. Army

1954-1956 • Korea

Ron Lenning
U.S. Navy 1967-1972
Mail Clerk 2nd Class
USS Epping Forest

Doug Letz
US Army Texas

National Guard • 22 Years

Joe Lieb
Strategic Air Command

Air Force • 1957-1962
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Proudly Helping Azle 
Smile for over 25 Years!

Thank You For 
Your Service.

“America without her 
soldiers would be like 
God without His angels.”

– Claudia Pemberton

Brooke Porter, D.D.S. & Associates
912 Boyd Road • 817-444-1763 

www.SmileGreat.com

HHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHH

HOURS:  Mon 9 am - 12 pm & 2 pm - 6 pm, Tues 9 am - 12 pm & 2 pm - 5 pm
Wed 9 am - 12 pm & 2 pm - 7 pm, Thurs 9 am - 12 pm & 2 pm - 6 pm, Fri 8 am - 1 pm

Accepting All Major Insurance & Medicare
In Network with Care N’ Care, Blue Cross/Blue Shield,

PHCS, Aetna and United Healthcare

Did you know? Massage Therapy may be covered
by your insurance. Call for details.

CHIROPRACTIC CARE CAN TREAT:
Headaches • Pediatrics • Personal Injury • Asthma • Common Cold • Backaches

www.bracechiropractic.com

237 W. Main St. • Azle
817-444-2170

Dr. Matt Mishio, 
D.C.

Dr. Jessica Brace, 
D.C., C.C.S.P.

Chiropractic
& Wellness Center, L.L.C.

BRACE

Thank you for your
service and dedication!

Ben Mishio (second from right) Chase and Angie Mishio

Ben Mishio Catherine MishioMatt Mishio Phillip Cole Payne 

Reno man learns importance of ‘loyalty, honesty, 
integrity’ from serving in Air Force
Veteran thanks fellow former 
military service members

MADELYN EDWARDS
springtownreporter@tricountyreporter.com 

RENO — Reno resident 
John Maubach served in the 
Air Force starting when he 
was in his mid-20s in 1984 
because he wanted to fly 
and thought of enlisting as a 
chance to do just that. 

“That was an opportunity 
to serve the country and fly,” 
Maubach said.

Maubach served as a spe-
cial operations helicopter 
pilot and flew a variety of 
aircraft, most notably a MH-
53 Pave Low and a CV-22 
Osprey. 

“Our job was to put special 
operations teams in, resupply 
them while they were in the 
field and then pull them back 
out when their mission was 
completed,” he said.

Maubach served during 
Operation Desert Shield and 
Operation Desert Storm. 
After the 9/11 terrorist at-
tacks, he had a more senior 
position as the director of 
special operations where he 
controlled and managed air 
operations throughout the 
Middle East, which included 
Afghanistan, Iraq and the 
horn of Africa. 

The biggest challenge 
Maubach had while serving 
in the Air Force was dealing 
with the strain his service put 
on his family. He was married 
when he enlisted, and shortly 
afterwards, he and his wife 
welcomed their first child. 

“You get called away; 
something big around the 
world would happen, and 
then within 24 hours, you are 
gone. And the hard part was 
on my wife,” Maubach said. 

“It was tougher on her than it 
was on me.”

Maubach’s favorite part of 
being in the Air Force was the 
people he met and friends 
that he still keeps in touch 
with to this day. He said he 
worked with “some of the 
best aircrew members that 
our country had to offer.” 
On Veterans Day, he usually 
exchanges messages with his 
fellow veterans. 

“We all send a lot of text 
messages and emails back 
and forth, thanking each oth-
er and thinking about those 
we served with,” Maubach 
said. 

After 25 years, Maubach 
retired from the Air Force as 
a colonel, and he went on to 
be a director of programs for 
a defense contractor using 
the expertise he had learned 
from his service. 

Being in the Air Force 
taught Maubach the impor-
tance of loyalty, honesty and 
integrity. His advice to young 
people who are considering 
serving in the military is to 
“do it.” 

“I have a lot of respect for 
the kids today that are join-
ing and being part of the mili-
tary,” Maubach said. “I think 
it’s extremely beneficial. I 
think there’s a lot of coura-
geous young men and women 
that are still going in and 
serving and fighting to pro-
tect those freedoms that we 
have, and I greatly appreciate 
those young men and women 
that do that.”

He added, “I thank those 
other veterans that have 
served and appreciate what 
they’ve done.”

John Maubach served as a special operations helicopter pilot in the Air Force. Behind him is a MH-53 Pave Low.

CV-22 Osprey
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Cynthia Payne
U.S. Army • 1991-2002

Gulf War

Juan Pedroza
U.S. Air Force

4 Years

John Peck
Corporal, Army

Jerome Pilgrim
U.S. Navy
1954-1984

Aaron Pinkston
U.S. Army • 4 Years

U.S. Army Reserves • 4 Years
1988 Azle Graduate

Aubrey Ramos
U.S. Air Force

16 Years

Matthew Mishio
U.S. Army

8 Years

Bobbie Moore
U.S. Air Force 1995-2016

Donald Moore
U.S. Air Force • 1992-2012

Alfredo Morales
U.S. Army 1965-1967 
Specialist 4th Class

Clyde Noakes
Air Force Reserves

1967-1973

Roger Owens
U.S. Army

1967-1968 • Vietnam

Toby Palitti
U.S. Navy
1970-1981

Harold Pankey
U.S. Air Force Lt Colonel

1948-1974

Aaron Pappas
U.S. Air Force 301st

25 Years

Todd Parker
U.S. Navy
2005-2009

Eric Parrish
U.S. Air Force • 2010-2016

Air Force Reserves

Eric Parrish 
US Air Force

12 years

Phillip Cole Payne
U.S. Air Force Staff Sgt.

1999-2006

David McClure
U.S. Navy
1970-1978

Jessica McVean
U.S. Air Force Medic E4
Active Duty • 4.5 Years

2008 Azle Graduate

Nichole Merritt
US Army
2001-2009

Jonathon E. Mederios
United States Army National 

Guard 2008 - 2016

Veronica K. Mederios
US Air Force 

2012 - present

Dennis W. Meredith
U.S. Army Major

1967-1993

Kathleen Ramsey
Staff Sergeant, Army

Derek Ray
U.S. Army • 10 Years
1988 Azle Graduate

Eugene L. Reimer
Master Sergeant U.S. Air 

Force • 1962-1985
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Expert, knowledgeable advice from our associates

Incredible selection of quality and brand name products

Contemporary store design makes shopping enjoyable

10% Off
Some restrictions may apply. 

Coupon good until 
Nov 30, 2024 only

1899 FM 730N, Azle, Texas 76020
www.reevesazlehardware.com

Honoring 
All Who 
Served

112 S. Main Street, 
Springtown Texas 76082

817-220-7828
info@springtownchamber.org

Guy Sheppard
U.S. Army 

1944-1946 • WWII

Gerald Shutter
US Marine Corps, US Army

1954-1975

Bill Sellman
U.S. Navy 

WWII

Jeremy T. Sheriff
U.S. Army Paratrooper 

4 Years

Dennis Sherrill
U.S. Navy 
1965-1969

Mark Shrum
U.S. Air Force E3

Joshua Reno
U.S. Army • 2003-2006 

3 Years 6 Months

Penny Robinson Riley
U.S. Navy 
1978-1984

Aubrey Ramos
US Air Force

16 years

Joanie Orlowski Roper
US Navy, 4 years

US Army, 10 years

Rouel F. Rothenberger, Jr.
U.S. Navy Medic HM2 

1959-1963 • USS Yorktown

Richard Shalton
US Navy
21 years

Bill Roesicke
U.S. Army • 1971-1974 

Vietnam

Otto Roesicke
U.S. Army Air Corp 

WWII

Joseph Rogers
U.S. Air Force Capt 

4 Years

Franklin Roup
Corporal, Army

Dennis W. Riley
U.S. Marine Corps 

1974-1978

Donald E. Rose Jr.
U.S. Navy 
1970-1976

Dwayne D. Simon
U.S. Army 1952-1954 Cpl. 

Band 179th & 5th 

Matthew Sindlinger
US Navy
4 years

Gary S. Smith
U. S. Marine Corps 1st Sgt. 

1981-2001

Richard Smiley 
U.S. Navy E5

David Smith
Colonel, US Air Force

28 years, Vietnam, Silver 
Cross

Jackie Smith
Staff Sergeant, USAF

Bryan Spharler
U.S. Navy • 2011-2015 

Azle Graduate

Jack Stevens
U.S. Air Force Sergeant 

1963-1967 • 4 Years

David Sneed
U.S. Navy 

Jan 1967 - Dec 1967

David Wayne Sneed
U.S. Air Force 

1990-1994

L. J. Spann
U.S. Coast Guard Ship 

Captain • 4 Years 
1960 Azle Graduate

Robert Soto
U.S. Army 
1964-1966
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Proud to be your county commissioner for our community!

Office 817-220-7218 • Mobile 817-944-6160
george.conley@parkercountytx.com

Your County Commissioner

George Conley
Parker County Precinct #1

Political ad paid for by George Conley.

Veterans 
Day 2023

Thank you for 
your sacrifice!

• We treat every member of the family.
• Nitrous Oxide & Anti Anxiety medication 
available without excessive fees!
• Dental Implants from start to finish!
• The Latest High Tech equipment for 
comfortable, efficient & detailed exams.

We make your visit to the 
dentist a fun experience!

209 Roe St., Azle
817-444-3209

For your convenience
LOBBY: Monday - Thursday 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Friday 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 
DRIVE  THRU: Monday - Friday  7:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 

Saturday 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

608 Boyd Rd. Azle, TX 76020 
817-378-2240
Fax 817-378-2294

HONORING VETERANS
Thank you for your service.

David Utter
U.S. Air Force Sgt

Shaun Waits
U.S. Marine Corp 

1988-1992

Jerry Walden
U.S. Air Force • 1965-1969 

Vietnam

Jerry E.Walston
U.S. Marine Corps Lance 

Corporal • 1960-1966

Robert Warren
U.S. Navy 1996-2001 E5

Don Webb
U.S. Army Specialist E4

Gabriel Torres
U.S. Marine Corps 

2008-2012 E4

James Tidwell
U.S. Marine Corps 

1961-1967

Clifford W. Teague
U.S. Army 
1956-1958

Rich Terrett
U.S. Navy LCDR 

1990-2014

Arthur Scott Turner
U.S. Air Force Lt. Colonel 

1945-1978

Terry R. Thorpe
U.S. Air Force • 1962-1982 

Vietnam • Bronze Star

William Wesley Shores
U.S. Army 

1942-1945 • WWII

James Swan
Army

Franklin Taylor 
Sergeant, Navy

Houston M. Taylor
U.S. Army SFC • 6 Years 

2005 Azle Graduate 
KIA Oct 12, 2011, Kunar 
Province, Afghanistan

Dennis Thompson
U.S. Army 

1968  - 1971

Gatlin Carter Thomas
U.S. Air Force Airman 1st 

Class  2019-Present

Rocky Stephenson Jr.
US Navy
4 years

Stoney Stonebraker
U.S. Army 1968-1996 LtCol

Ashley Strickland
U.S. Navy ABE3 

5 Years

Charles Strickland Jr.
1966-1969 Combat Engineer

John Sutton
U.S. Navy 

Active Duty • 4 Years

Steven Stutsman
USAF Master Sergeant 

1976-1991 U.S. Navy Reserve 
Petty Officer • 1996-2004

321 W. Main St., Azle 817-270-3340  • tricountyreporter.com

FOR 
ONE 
YEAR

$$4040
ONLINE

FOR 
ONE 
YEAR

$$5050
IN-COUNTY

FOR 
ONE 
YEAR

$$7070
OUT-OF-COUNTY

FOR 
ONE 
YEAR

$$8080
OUT-OF-STATE
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Azle Manor offers quality post-acute and long-term care. Our focus is 
providing exceptional clinical services, by people who truly care, in an 

environment that promotes health and wellness.

··  On-site Physical, Occupational 
and Speech Therapy

·· 24-Hour Skilled Nursing Care
·· Beauty and Barber Shop
··  Courtyard and Gazebo
··  Therapeutic Whirlpool® 
Bath Tubs

·· Interfaith Religious Services
··  Family-Centered Wellness 
& Activity Program

··  All Electric Beds
·· WiFi Available
··  Televisions with 
DirectTV Provided

Locally Owned and Serving the Community for Over 48 Years

721 Dunaway Lane ·· Azle, 76020

817-444-2536

Welcome to Azle Manor - the cornerstone in 
Rehabilitation and Skilled Nursing care.

Accepting Medicare, Medicaid, Private Pay, United Healthcare, 
Blue Cross Blue Shield, Care N Care & More

HEALTH CARE & REHAB

Veterans Day
 Thank you for 
your service in 

defense of 
this nation.

Marvin Wyly -  Army | Sammy Byrd -  Marines | Dan Grant -  Air Force | Donald Huggins -  Air Force 
Paul Davis  - Air Force | Eward Schumacher -  Army | Kenneth Fairl - Air Force & Navy | Donald Prater – Army 

 Daryl Williams - Army | Jason Arnold – Navy | Don Webb – Army | Richard Smiley – Navy | Mark Shrum - Army

Charles Whitlock
U.S. Navy • 4 Years 

U.S. Marine Corps • 4 Years

Rusty Whitt
U.S. Army Special Forces 2003-2009

Jimmy C. Wiley
U.S. Air Force • 20 Years 

1951-1971

Jack Welch
US Army

John Whittaker
U.S. Navy • 1961-1966

Maylynn Hurd Whitlock
U.S. Navy 4 Years

Bill White
U.S. Air Force 1959-1963

David White
U.S. Marine Corps 1962-1966

Rick White
U.S. Air Force • 1988-1992

Call me today to discuss your options.
Some people think Allstate only protects your car. 
Truth is, Allstate can also protect your home or apart-
ment, your boat,  motorcycle, even your retirement and 
your life. And the more of your world you put in Good 
Hands®, the more you can save.

Insurance subject to terms, qualifications and availability. Allstate Property and Casualty Insur-
ance Co. Allstate Fire and Casualty Insurance Co., Allstate Insurance Co., Allstate Texas Lloyd’s, 
Allstate Indemnity Co., Allstate Vehicle and Property Insurance Co. Life insurance offered 
through Allstate Life Ins. Co. & Allstate Assurance Co., Northbrook IL and American Heritage 
Life Insurance Co., Jacksonville, FL. Securities offered by Personal Financial Representatives 
through Allstate Financial Services, LLC (LSA Securities in LA and PA) Registered Broker-Dealer, 
Member FINRA, SIPC. Main Office 2920 South 84th Street, Lincoln NE 68506 877-525-5727. © 
2010 Allstate Insurance Co.

Mares Insurance 
Group, Inc.
817-444-1491
208 W. Main St., Azle AUTO • HOME • LIFE • RETIREMENT

Kimberly Winston
U.S. Army 2007-2012 Specialist

David L. Wood
U.S. Army • 1967-1971 

Vietnam

Marvin Wyley
U.S. Army • Private
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AN EQUAL 
OPPORTUNITY 
EMPLOYER

113 Denver Trail, Azle 
817-444-3249

(left to right) Gerald Maughan (USAF,) Bill Mayo (Army,) LD Sheets (USAF,) Shirley Hubbard 
(USAF,) Robert Hyzer, Sr. (Army,) James Swan (USAF.) Bottom row: Franklin Taylor (Navy,) 

Jim Newman (USAF & Army - Vietnam,) John Peck (Army.)

www.eaglecrestvilla.com


