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Fahrenheit and Celsius. 
Miles and kilometers.

They’re just two kinds of 
measurement conversions 
two Azle High School stu-
dents had to get accustomed 
to when they arrived in 
America from Germany for 
the 2021-22 school year.

But the measurements 
weren’t the only differences 
they had to get used to here. 

Three Azle High School 
students discussed experi-
ences they have had here - 
including the current school 
year - and what it’s like to 
celebrate Christmas in their 
native homelands.

Cintia Godo and Jule 
Hinrichs are from Germany 

Most people realize Azle 
is booming, and city lead-
ers learned at last week’s 
Azle City Council meeting 
just how much activity is oc-
curring here with residential 
building.

There was almost $20 mil-
lion in estimated single-fam-
ily housing construction for 
new single-family homes in 
Fiscal Year 20-21, said Da-
vid Hawkins, city director of 
planning and development.

The city of Azle’s Plan-
ning and Development de-
partment oversees a number 
of activities and programs, 
and its director described 
its achievements from the 

Three long-time service 
organizations in Azle have 
maintained a steady mem-
bership since they were 
chartered, but with mem-
bers getting older, and 
fewer younger members 
joining, how long will those 
clubs stay alive?

Service organizations and 
volunteerism have been a 
part of the American fabric 
from the very beginning. 
It is so much a part of the 

Planning department head discusses report
BY DON MUNSCH 
editor@azlenews.net

BY DON MUNSCH 
editor@azlenews.net

last fiscal year at the Dec. 21 
Azle City Council meeting.

Hawkins provided an 
overview of the department 
and some data from Fiscal 
Year 20-21.

Planning and Develop-
ment features three depart-
ments: community devel-
opment, code enforcement 
and economic development. 
Community development 
manages such as areas as 
planning, permitting and in-
spections. Three other peo-
ple besides Hawkins work 
in the department: admin-
istrative assistant Debbie 
Clayton, permit clerk Madra 
Messick and code enforce-
ment officer Michael Gra-

SEE GROWTH, PAGE 4A.

SEE EXCHANGE, PAGE 2A. SEE COVID SURGE, PAGE 4A.

Editor’s note: First in a two-part series on foreign exchange stu-
dents at Azle High School and their experiences here in the U.S., 
including how their countries celebrate Christmas. This edition’s 
story centers on two students from Germany. Next week’s story 
will be about a student from Spain.

and live with the families 
of Riley Bruner and Sara 
Gashi, respectively. Cintia 
is originally from Hungary 
but moved to Germany. She 
lives in Bruchsal, which 
is located in the southwest 
part of Germany and not far 
– about an hour – from the 
border of France. Jule hails 
from Oldenburg, which is 
in the northwest part of the 
country. Both students plan 
to attend college. 

Natalia Rueda, who also 
plans to attend college after 
high school, is from Spain 

and lives with the family of 
Chris Beasley. 

EVERYTHING’S 
BIGGER IN TEXAS

“I would say that every-
thing is pretty huge in Tex-
as,” Jule said, pointing out 
how Homecoming was one 
of the main activities she has 
experienced.

She participated in cross-
country and is on the track 
team and the theater club. 

Foreign exchange students 
getting into the spirit

Service club 
memberships need 
to grow to survive 
BY JESSICA McKINNEY 
azlereporter@azlenews.net

American culture that Alex-
is de Tocqueville, a French 
political scientist, noted the 
trait during his travels in the 
early 1800s.

In his book “Democracy 
in America,” de Tocqueville 
said, “The love and respect 
of your neighbors must 
be gained by a long series 
of small services, hidden 
deeds of goodness, a persis-
tent habit of kindness, and 
an established reputation of 
selflessness.”

Across the country, ser-
vice organizations have 

seen a decline in new mem-
bership, which has many 
fearing for the future of 
their clubs within the com-
munities they serve.

Three national service or-
ganizations have been a part 
of the Azle community for 
decades. The Rotary Club 
and Optimist Club both 
started their local chapters 
in 1979. The Azle Lions 
Club was chartered in 2001. 
Members live and work in 
Azle and the surrounding 

SEE CLUBS, PAGE 8A.

Many new homes are going up in Azle, including these properties at Graystone Ridge off South FM 730.� Photo by Don Munsch 

Cintia Godo, left, and Jule Hinrichs display their Azle school spirit.� Photo courtesy Riley Bruner

 North Texas is not out 
of the woods yet when it 
comes to COVID-19.  With 
so many families returning 
from holiday gatherings 
with friends and family, a 
spike in cases is expected.

“Unfortunately, the num-
ber of patients coming in 
with respiratory complaints 
has gone up quite a bit over 
the last week,” said Tonya 
Sosebee, chief operating of-
ficer/chief nursing officer at 
Texas Health Azle.

“We’re at 35% COVID 
positive again for hospital-
ized patients. … Yes, we 
will most certainly see a 
spike after holiday gath-
erings and the upcoming 
New Year’s Eve activities. 

Health officials expecting post-
holiday surge in COVID cases
BY JESSICA McKINNEY 
azlereporter@azlenews.net

This is the case in the DFW 
area as well as other areas 
of Texas, such as Houston. 
Please get vaccinated and 
the booster shot, wear your 
mask in public and socially 
distance where able.”

Parker County had 538 
active cases as of Tuesday, 
with 146 new positive tests 
since last Thursday. So far, 
there have been 24,733 re-
coveries from coronavirus 
and 354 deaths in the coun-
ty.

In Tarrant County, the 
number of active cases was 
5,301 before Christmas 
Eve. As of Dec. 27, that 
number has risen to 7,597. 
Approximately 368,669 
Tarrant County residents 
have recovered from the 
virus since the start of the 
pandemic — 2,106 in Azle. 

According to the Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention Variant Data, 
about 86% of cases in our 
region are the omicron vari-
ant. Because of the high 
percentage, Dr. Steven 
Welch, medical director 
for Parker County Hospi-
tal District, said that “there 
is very high likelihood that 
there are multiple cases of 
COVID-19 in Parker Coun-
ty that are due to the omi-
cron variant.” There have 
been confirmed cases of the 
omicron variant in Tarrant 
County.

Azle ISD had eight test-
confirmed COVID cases the 
week leading up to winter 
break. The district has not 
had more than 15 positive 
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BY CARLA NOAH STUTSMAN
Special to the Azle News

 Azle Chief of Police Rick Pippins 
has been placed on administrative 
leave until his retirement at the end 
of the year, according to City Man-
ager Tom Muir.

For months now Pippins’ tenure 
has been under scrutiny, including 
a recent management survey done 

by the Texas Municipal Police Asso-
ciation. The results were delivered 
to the city of Azle in August, ac-
cording to police association field 
representative Tony Rike.

“There’s obviously some morale 
issues at that department,” Rike 
said of the survey results. “(Em-
ployees) feel like they can’t trust 
the chief of police and that their 
values … and that what they had to 

say is not even appreciated or even 
taken into consideration.”

Although Muir did not give a 
reason, he told the Azle News in 
an email that “I felt that (Pippins) 
needed to leave now rather than at 
the end of the year.”

Pippins’ retirement date is Jan. 1, 
2022. The Azle News contacted the 
police chief by email and Pippins 
declined to comment.  

Muir did say that Pippins has had 

Azle police chief on administrative leave
‘Morale issues’ preceded Pippins departure TENURE  

PRAISED:  Rick 
Pippins is credited 
for helping Azle 
get the recogni-
tion as one of the 
safest cities in the 
country.
COURTESY PHOTO

PLEASE SEE CHIEF | A2

Gun in student’s 
backpack cause 
stir at Azle High
BY CARLA NOAH STUTSMAN
Special to the Azle News

Parents of Azle High School students learned via 
email Sunday about a handgun found in a student’s 
backpack late Friday afternoon.

According to the email sent out by Principal Randy 
Cobb, a classroom teacher notified administrators at 
the end of the school day that a student might have a 
gun in his backpack. School resource officers checked 
out the tip and found the gun and secured the weapon.

Quick thinking by the teacher diffused the situation 
within minutes, according to Cobb.

“AHS administration and police have confirmed the 
student did not intend to threaten or harm anyone. No 
students witnessed the officers securing the weapon, 
and to our knowledge NO students are aware this oc-
curred on campus,” Cobb said in the email to parents. 
“The only individuals involved included the teacher, 
the student, the parent, AHS administrators, and law 

BY JESSICA MCKINNEY 
Staff Writer

AND LILLIAN KENT

A
fter the disappointment of 
having to cancel last year’s 
Cowboy Gathering in the 
Stockyards due to COVID-19, 

cowboys and cowgirls were excited to be 
able to gather for the event once again. 
This year marks the 30th anniversary of 
the event, drawing hundreds from across 
the country to take part.

The Gathering kicked off as it does every year 
with a wagon train that departed from Jacksboro 
on Oct. 17, passing through Perrin, Mineral Wells, 

THE GATHERING

Red Steagall wagon train rides again

FAMILIAR SIGHT: The Red Steagall wagon train is an autumn tradition on Parker County roads.

 COURTESY PHOTO BY JUDY PENNINGTON

PLEASE SEE WAGON | A2

PLEASE SEE GUN | A2PLEASE SEE PROP B | A2PLEASE SEE PROP A | A2

PROPOSITION B

Athletes make a 
case for measure
BY JEFF PRINCE 
Staff Writer

Azle multi-sport athlete Leah 
North became the girls district 
champion in cross country a week 
ago and qualified to compete at re-
gionals over the weekend. North es-
tablished herself as the school’s top 
distance runner despite the team 
not having its own locker room. The 
runners share lockers with varsi-
ty and junior varsity girls playing 
track, tennis and wrestling.

“It’s two rooms of lockers and one 
bathroom,” North said. “Not every-
body has a locker, obviously. A lot 
of girls end up putting stuff in their 
cars or wherever.”

SORTING OUT AZLE ISD BOND ISSUES 
PROPOSITION A

Teachers, students 
weigh in
BY JESSICA MCKINNEY 
Staff Writer

Overcrowding. Wasteful spend-
ing. Rapid growth. Tax rates. Ac-
countability.

Words buzzing around town, go-
ing back and forth, like a ping pong 
ball in a rec room. A school bond 
measure must be on the ballot.

The last time the Azle Indepen-
dent School District put up bond 
packages to voters, one passed and 
the other failed, barely.

Turnout was low in the May vote, 
with less than 4,000 registered vot-
ers inside the school district cast-
ing their ballots for the three bond 
packages. Voters approved only 

AZLE NEWS FILE

IMPROVED CAFETERIA:  The bond measure 
would pay for improvements in the cafeteria at 
Azle High School.

CHECK OUT 
THE NEW 
AZLE NEWS.
COMING SOON

Theater students are per-
forming “You’re a Good 
Man, Charlie Brown” in 
January.

“I’m taking some fun 
classes that we don’t have 
in Germany, like forensics,” 
she said, noting the class 
was forensic science. 

Cintia pointed out that stu-
dents here get to choose their 
classes; back home, students 
didn’t get to choose classes 
until they were in the 11th 
and 12th years of school.

“Both have pros and cons, 
but I really like that you can 
choose your interests,” she 
said. 

Jule’s high school back 
home had 500 students. 
AHS has more than 2,000 
students.

“So, it’s very overwhelm-
ing, but it’s fun,” she said.

Students have the same 
classes every day here, she 
said. 

“In Germany, we have 
them once a week,” she said. 

Also, German schools 
don’t offer extracurricular 
activities, as those are held 
outside the school.

“There’s not that much of 
a high school spirit,” Cintia 
said about German schools. 
“I think that’s my favorite 
thing – the high school spir-
it.”

Cintia participates with 
the Emerald Dazzlers, the 
school’s dance team, and has 
had fun with the group, not-
ing one of her best friends 
is in the group. She said she 
loves Texas and American 
life, although there are dif-
ferences.

“It’s different that we get 
to spend our time with so 
many different students,” 
Cintia said, noting that she 
has eight classes with 30 dif-
ferent people each period, 

EXCHANGE, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1A.

which allowed her to meet 
many people.

“We spend more time in 
school here than we do back 
in Germany, because you get 
out at 1 or 2 p.m. usually and 
you go into your sports and 
hobbies outside of school,” 
she said.

Cintia said she is “not the 
biggest fan of Texas weath-
er,” explaining she was “dy-
ing in the summer” and she 
misses the snow right now. 
She also misses the Ger-
man Christmas markets and 
walking around the city and 
seeing the Christmas lights.  

The two students per-
ceived Texas in a certain 
way before they came here.

“When I came here, I 
thought it was like in the 
movies,” Jule said, explain-
ing she thought people wore 
cowboy hats and boots ev-
erywhere, even at the air-
port. “But then I came, and 
I realized, no, actually not.”

Students noticed fried 
food is popular here. They 
both have enjoyed Whata-
burger and Chick-fil-A, and 
Cintia loves bagels and bis-
cuits and gravy. 

Students also have had 
to contend with a different 
dress code, as Cintia said 
schools back home don’t 
have dress codes.

“I got a new wardrobe 
since I came here,” she said.

The students said they 
miss public transportation 
that they had back home, as 
they could hop on a train and 
be anywhere in five to 10 
minutes. Overall, they have 
enjoyed getting to fully ex-
perience the culture here.

CHRISTMAS TRADITIONS
“All my family is Hungar-

ian, so we mix in the Ger-
man with the Hungarian tra-

ditions,” Cintia said.
She said Santa Claus 

doesn’t bring presents; 
rather, it’s baby Jesus doing 
that duty with the help of an-
gels. The day of Dec. 6 is St. 
Nicholas Day in Germany.

“We don’t have stock-
ings, but on Dec. 6 you have 
to clean out your boots and 
put them by the window or 
by the door, and then in the 
morning, you will find some 
treats and oranges if you 
were a good kid this year,” 
Cintia said. “So, that’s what 
St. Nicholas brings you.”  

Germans put up Christ-
mas trees, but Cintia said her 
family decorates the tree on 
Christmas Eve.

“We celebrate Christmas 
on Christmas Eve and that’s 
when, like, the whole family 
comes together,” Jule said.  
“My family goes to church 
and then we have a big meal. 
We sing Christmas carols 
and then we open the pres-
ents. When you guys cel-
ebrate Christmas, we call it 
like the first celebration day. 
That’s when we usually go 
to our grandparents.” Chil-
dren will play with their toys 
on this day and have a big 
dinner.

For Christmas dinner, 
Cintia said her family will 
eat duck, cabbage and 
mashed potatoes, while Jule 
said her family eats various 
kinds of fish and mashed 
potatoes. Their homeland 
does not have a Thanksgiv-
ing holiday, so celebrating 
that day was a new experi-
ence here in the U.S. They 
did say Germany does have 
a day of thanks for farmers 
for harvesting the food over 
the summer, but it’s not re-
ally a day of celebration like 
Thanksgiving. It’s more like 
a harvest festival, usually 

held the last weekend in Oc-
tober.

“It’s not that big of a deal,” 
Jule said. 

Germans decorate their 
homes for Christmas, but 
not as much as people here, 
the German students said. 
Advent calendars are huge 
back home, they said, and 
Christmas markets also are 
popular back home.

Cintia and Jule are learn-
ing American traditions, 
such as how Bruner’s family 
eats tamales on Christmas 
Eve, Bruner said. 

The two families have 
enjoyed a number of activi-
ties with their students. For 
Gashi, Cintia is the fifth for-
eign exchange student she 
has had in her home.

“So I have five interna-
tional daughters is what I 

say,” she said. The other stu-
dents have been from Den-
mark, Czech Republic, Italy 
and South Korea. 

She was single when she 
started out as a host parent 
and was interested in com-
panionship and thought it 
would be interesting to have 
an exchange student in her 
home. She is the local co-
ordinator for the Council on 
International Educational 
Exchange.

“I’ve really had fun with 
it,” Gashi said. “I like meet-
ing people from other places 
and other cultures.”

She said all the students 
she has had in her home 
have been “fantastic” and 
she plans on making visits 
with them in the summer. 
One former exchange stu-
dent was scheduled to be 

here for Christmas.
Cintia is Bruner’s first ex-

change student living in her 
home.

“We love her,” she said. 
“We have two young boys, 
so we did not know how 
they would exactly take to a 
new person coming and liv-
ing (here). I explained it to 
them beforehand, but they 
really didn’t understand un-
til she got here. And now, 
I’m really not sure how 
they’ll take to her having to 
go back home, because they 
are inseparable from her. 
They look up to her and they 
love her. We love her. We 
trust her. It’s been really nice 
to have another girl in the 
house. I will say that – it’s 
really nice to have another 
girl to talk to.”

Azle High School students Jule Hinrichs, left, and Cintia Godo are exchange students from Germany, 
with Godo being originally from Hungary. Their host moms are Sara Gashi (Hinrichs), left, and Riley 
Bruner (Godo).� Photo by Don Munsch
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Azle Dental Care, 
“Complete Dental Care for the Entire Family”, 

www.SmileGreat.com
Brooke Porter, D.D.S., 912 Boyd 

Rd., Azle • 817-444-1763 

PreK - 4th
BREAKFAST: Everyday -  Assorted Fruits and Cereal, Juice, White or Chocolate Milk, Graham Crackers, Toast, 

Mon Vanilla Yogurt Cup w/ Graham Crackers Tues Golden Sausage Morning Roll Weds Chocolate Toaster Pastry 
Thurs Potato & Turkey Sausage Breakfast Burrito Fri Warm Breakfast on a Stick

Mon No school Tues No school Weds Frito Chili Pie, Cheesy Turkey Melt, Crispy Tater Tots Thurs Ultimate Grilled Cheese w/Tomato Soup, Sloppy 
Joe Sandwich, Peppered Broccoli Florets, Sweet Diced Peaches, 100% Apple Juice Cup Fri BBQ Beef Rib Sandwich, Chicken Nuggets w/Roll, 
Vegetarian Mashed Potatoes, Fresh, Vegetable, Carrots & Celery, Raw, Juicy Mandarin Oranges, 100% Apple Juice Cup

LUNCH: Everyday - Variety of milk. Your choice of 1 entree & 1 fruit or juice

GRADES 5TH - 8TH      

Mon No school Tues No school Weds Spicy Chicken Patty Sandwich, Turkey Sausage Pizza, Teriyaki Beef & Broccoli w/Brown Rice, Country Turkey Ham 
Sandwich, Grilled Cheese Sandwich, Shredded Lettuce, Tomato Slices & Pickles, Crinkle Cut Fries, Peppered Broccoli Florets Thurs Breaded Chicken Patty 
Sandwich, Delicious Cheese Pizza, Chili Cheese Fries w/ Pretzel Rods, Spicy Chicken Nuggets w/Roll, Turkey Ham & Cheese Wrap, Spiced Green Beans, 
Shredded Lettuce, Tomato Slices & Pickles, Crinkle Cut Fries Fri Spicy Chicken Patty Sandwich, Classic Pepperoni Pizza, Beef Finger Potato Bowl w/Roll, 
Spaghetti Carbonara, Cobb Salad w/ Crackers, Crispy Tater Tots, Shredded Lettuce, Tomato Slices & Pickles, Garbanzo Beans

LUNCH: Everyday - Variety of milk. Your choice of 1 entree & 1 fruit or juice, rolls, crackers. Variety of burgers.

BREAKFAST: Everyday -  Assorted Fruits and Cereal, Juice, White or Chocolate Milk, Graham Crackers, 
Mon Fluffy Pancakes Tues Oatmeal w/ Peaches  Weds Egg & Bacon Breakfast Tacos 

Thurs Mini Strawberry Cream Cheese Bagels  Fri Iced Cinnamon Roll w/ Sausage Patty

Mon Fluffy Pancakes Tues Oatmeal w/ Peaches  Weds Egg & Bacon Breakfast Tacos 
Thurs Mini Strawberry Cream Cheese Bagels  Fri Iced Cinnamon Roll w/ Sausage Patty

BREAKFAST: Everyday -  Assorted Fruits and Cereal, Juice, White or Chocolate Milk, Graham Crackers, Egg Scramble w/ 
Turkey Sausage & Biscuit, Scrambled Eggs w/ Biscuit, Turkey Sausage Patty w/ Biscuit, Hash Brown

LUNCH: Everyday - Variety of milk, assorted pizza & salads. Your choice of 1 entree & 1 fruit or juice
BALLPARK CLASSICS: Hamburger, Cheeseburger, Turkey Bacon Cheeseburger, Breaded Chicken Patty Sandwich, 
Spicy Chicken Patty Sandwich, Golden Chicken Corn Dog
Mon No school Tues No school Weds Ground Beef Soft Flour Tacos, Crispy Popcorn Chicken Wrap, Delicious Cheese Pizza, Classic Pepperoni Pizza, Large 
Spaghetti Meatsauce, Chicken Caesar Salad w/Crackers, Crispy Kung Pao Chicken w/Brown Rice, Chicken Nugget Potato Bowl w/Roll, Classic Refried Beans, 
Peppered Broccoli Florets, Fresh Salsa Thurs Grande Beefy Nachos, BBQ Diced Chicken Wrap, Veggie Pizza, Classic Pepperoni Pizza, Vegetable Garden 
Salad w/Roll, Cheesy Broccoli Baked Potato w/ Biscuit, Orange Chicken w/ Brown Rice, Country Fried Steak Potato Bowl w/Roll, Classic Refried Beans, Spiced 
Green Beans, Fresh Salsa Fri Homemade Beef Burrito, Grilled Turkey Ham & Cheese Sandwich, Delicious Cheese Pizza, Pork Sausage Crumble Pizza, BBQ 
Ranch Chicken Salad w/ Roll, Salisbury Steak w/ Sauteed Onions, Rice & Roll, Beef LoMein w/Egg Roll
Chicken Tender Potato Bowl w/Roll, Classic Refried Beans, Steamed Crinkle Carrots, Fresh Salsa

SPONSORED BY

BREAKFAST: 
GRADES  PK-4th $1.55 
GRADES  5-12th $1.50 
Employees $1.85 Guests $1.85 

LUNCH: 
GRADES PK-12th $2.65 
Employees $3.20 Guests $3.55 
Gold Card Guests $3.15

A La Carte Items 
• Milk/Juice 75¢ 
• Bottled water $1.00 
• Ice Cream $1.00

Azle School Menu January 3-7, 2022

HIGH SCHOOL

AAzlezle A Arearea  ClubsClubs
and and OOrganizationsrganizations

Rotary
Club 

of Azle
MEETS AT NOON 

THURSDAY
412 Commerce St. 

(across from Azle Post Office)

Optimist
Club of Azle

Meets every 
FRIDAY at 6:45 am

Moe’s Country Kitchen 
316 W. Main, Azle

Daily meetings at Noon & 6:30 pm 
Sunday at 3 pm

229 S. Stewart St. • Azle
817-332-3533

Faced with a 
DRINKING Problem?

Perhaps Alcoholics Anonymous can HELP.

Post your clubs or 
organization 

meetings here!

Only $100 
for 52 weeks of 

advertising
Call Johnna for details:
817-270-3340

Azle Boy Scout 
Troop 243

Meets Mondays 7 pm
Azle First Assembly of God
1020 Southeast Parkway

troop243azle.org

Eagle 
Mountain 
Pregnancy 
Help Center

10328 Jacksboro Hwy
Fort Worth TX 76135

817-237-1819
www.emphc.org

Mon 12-6 pm Thurs 12-6 pm
Se Habla eSpañol

Addiction wants to destroy 
you & everyone around you.

The Finish Line

With Jesus there 
is Victory over 
addiction.
GET BACK IN 
THE RACE!

Meetings held every Friday from
7:30pm-9:30pm at The Church at Azle

1801 S. Stewart • Azle • 817-401-8513 
www.ourfinishline.com

Floor School or Work 
7:30 PM 

THURSDAY NIGHT
Chris Akers - Worshipful Master

Rocky Gralla - Secretary
Clint Hall - Treasurer

Azle Lodge
No. 601

817-444-2300
412 Commerce St.

Volunteer Caregiver 
Training Classes

Classes open to 
public at no charge

Good N.E.W.S.

Our 
Volunteers 

Make a 
Difference!

Caregiver Volunteer Meeting
1st Monday of 

Each Month at 6pm

Living at Home Block Nurse Program

Meets 2nd TUESDAY 6:30 PM 

412 Commerce, Azle 
e-clubhouse.org/sites/azle_tk/

Curren McLane - president 
817-689-0074

Azle Lion’s Club

Volunteers Needed 

TexasHealth.org/ 
Volunteer/Our-Process

RAINBOW INN GIFT SHOP 
Inside Hospital 108 Denver Trail 

Azle 817-444-8651
ATTIC RERUNS 

NOW OPEN! FRI 9-4 SAT 9-1 
714 SE Pkwy Azle 817-270-3690

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE
ON JANUARY 7, 2022, AT  8:00 AM, A&A MOBILE HOME TRANSPORT INC. WILL BE HOLDING A 
PUBLIC AUCTION ON THE HOMES LISTED BELOW.  ANY PERSONS WITH ANY INTEREST IN THIS 
HOME NEEDS TO CONTACT OUR OFFICE AT 817-237-1370.  THE SALE WILL BE HELD AT 12125 
JACKSBORO HWY. FORT WORTH, TEXAS  76135.
#1) 2002 CMH 16X56 HUD# HWC0325541 SERIAL #CBH011829TX; CURRENT OWNER: BETH 
WHITE;
TAXING ENTITY: TARRANT COUNTY TAX ASSESSOR
#2) 1996 SKYLINE 14X52 HUD #LOU0051887 SERIAL #8D530394J; CURRENT OWNER: WALDON D. 
DEWITT & LORETTA M. DEWITT; TAXING ENTITY: JOHNSON COUNTY TAX ASSESSOR

Notice of Public Sale
Baja boat and Roadrunner trailer are being sold together to satisfy a landlord’s lien. Sale to be held 
online at selfstorageauction.com
Facility is located at 9270 Boat Club Rd.  Fort Worth, TX  76179. Bidding will open January 24, 2022 
and conclude February 3, 2022. Seller reserves the right to withdraw the property at any time before 
the sale. Boat and trailer sold AS IS to highest bidder. Sale includes the property of Scott Selkey.  
Property being sold is a 1996 Baja 290 boat AGCA3379G596 and 1995 Roadrunner trailer RR56811.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE 
 To satisfy a landlord’s lien. Sale to be held at Azle Southeast Storage,1004 Southeast Parkway; Azle,TX 
at 10:30am 1-14-2022 Property to be sold to the highest bidder for CASH. Property includes contents 
of   the following tenant: Kyle Busch: household items Tammy Sanderford: household items, Natalie 
Stephens : household Items

LEGAL PUBLIC NOTICES

Reno City Council estab-
lished a Community Activ-
ity Events Committee, and 
the group has approved of-
ficers to organize citywide 
events. 

The council previously 
discussed establishing such 
a committee at a meeting 
in October, and deputy pro 
tem Hernando Herrera was 
charged with getting the 
committee started. 

At the December meeting, 
Herrera said he had received 

Reno City Council elects 
officers of new Community 
Activity Events Committee 
BY MADELYN EDWARDS 
madelyn@azlenews.net

four applications for offi-
cers, and the council voted 
on which applicants filled 
the positions of chairperson, 
co-chairperson, treasurer 
and secretary. Ted Lions 
was approved for chairper-
son in a 3-2 vote with Gran-
ville “Randy” Martin and 
Jeff Davis opposing, and 
Lynda Stokes was approved 
for co-chairperson in a 4-1 
vote with Herrera oppos-
ing. Brenda Spradlin was 
approved as treasurer, and 
Amy Sawyer was voted in as 
secretary, both in unanimous 
votes. 

Herrera, who nominated 
Lions for the chairperson 
position, described the new 
committee’s chairperson as 
“already involved, is an in-
dividual who has lived out 
here for over seven years, an 
individual who has been to 
every council meeting since 
his residency here.” 

Mayor Sam White told Li-
ons to make his first report at 
the January council meeting. 
The city usually has a fall 
festival, and White said he’d 
like to have a spring festival 
as well. 

STAFF REPORTS
A Paradise man was ar-

rested on charges of charges 
of aggravated kidnapping, 
sexual assault, assault/fami-
ly violence impeding breath 
and parole violation, ac-
cording to the Parker Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office.   

Deputies with the sher-
iff’s office arrested Anthony 
Glenn Gravely, 44, Dec. 19.    

The charges stem from 
an incident that began on 
Dec. 17, at 4:30 p.m., when 
a woman who lived just 
outside of Springtown ar-
rived home and discovered 
Gravely outside her resi-
dence.  

The woman told sheriff’s 
deputies that she had a re-
lationship with Gravely but 
did not expect him to be 
at her residence. Gravely 
followed the victim into 
the residence and became 
enraged when he asked to 
move in with her and she 
told him no and that he 
needed to leave. The victim 
stated she told Gravely she 
was going to cook dinner 
and she said he responded 
by shouting at her, then 
grabbed her by the throat, 
forced her into the bedroom 
and wouldn’t let her leave. 

The victim reported to 
the deputies that she tried to 
leave but Gravely took her 
keys and cell phone away 
from her and locked her in 
her bedroom and would not 

Wise County man charged 
with aggravated kidnapping, 
felony assault, sexual assault

let her out.  
At around 8 p.m., when 

Gravely went into the bath-
room, the victim was able 
to escape from the bed-
room and left the residence. 
Gravely chased and caught 
her down the street at a 
house where she was bang-
ing on the door and yell-
ing for help, but it was un-
known to her that the house 
was unoccupied at the time. 
Gravely caught her and 
physically dragged her back 
to her home, she told depu-
ties. 

She said that once they 
were back inside her resi-
dence Gravely grabbed a 
knife, but later put it away. 

The victim told authori-
ties that during the night 
Gravely threatened her and 
physically and sexually as-
saulted her.   

At approximately 10 a.m. 
on Dec. 18, a family mem-
ber of the victim went to the 
residence to check on her 
because she did not show up 
for work. The family mem-
ber received no reply at the 
door and began forcing his 
way into the home through 
a window when the sus-
pect and victim presented 
themselves. The victim was 
able to escape the residence 
and was transported from 
the residence by the family 
member.  

Gravely was gone when 
deputies arrived. Depu-

ties searched the area for 
hours but were unable to lo-
cate him. Deputies located 
Gravely the next morning 
walking in the area and ar-
rested him on a Texas Blue 
Warrant (parole violation). 
Charges were later added 
for aggravated kidnapping, 
felony assault, and sexual 
assault.  

 “This is a very brutal 
case,” Parker County Sher-
iff Russ Authier said. “No 
woman should ever have 
to go through this. It’s un-
conscionable and we need 
to send a clear message to 
the world that the women 
of Parker County will not 
be subject to this kind of 
treatment. The citizens of 
our county will not put up 
with it.” 

Gravely remains in the 
Parker County Jail as 
of Tuesday morning on 
$500,000 bond on the local 
charges and a no bond on 
the parole warrant. 

Glenn Gravely

BY JAY ANN COX
Many people take the start 

of the New Year as the per-
fect time to plan and start 
new habits. Let’s face it, 
these often go by the way-
side after a few days. Here 
are some suggestions for 
resolutions that might just 
be habit-forming.

DO SOMETHING EASY. 
Start things off with a win. 

Make this resolution one 
that can be accomplished 
in the first week or even the 
first day of the year. “Buy a 
new loofah.” “Call Mom.”

DO ONE THING NOW. 
“Add one vegetable to 

dinner every day.” Nothing 
could be easier. Your black-
eyed peas on New Year’s 
Day count as a vegetable, 
especially if you make them 
into Texas Caviar or eat 
them with greens. That’s two 
vegetables!

How to make New Year’s 
resolutions that stick

PAIR A NEW TASK WITH 
AN ONGOING ONE.

“Take daily vitamins.” For 
example, if you drink coffee 
every morning, associate a 
new habit with washing out 
the coffee cup. Take your 
vitamins then, or do five 
squats, text your mom—
whatever your resolution 
might be.

DO SOMETHING 
WITH A FRIEND.

Having someone to grind 
it out with makes a difficult 
task a little easier. The fancy 
term is “accountability part-
ner,” which might take the 
fun out of it. But it’s great 
fun to join forces with a 
friend to accomplish a goal. 

MAKE THE LIST 
MAKING PART OF YOUR 
RESOLUTION. 

(No, that’s not cheating.)
Try bullet journaling. Also 

known among its fans as 
“bujo,” bullet journals are 
very specific types of lists 
and list making — writing 
things on special ruled paper 
with coded symbols, its own 
set of stickers and different 
colored pens to make your 
journal beautiful. For those 
who keep a planner, try bujo 
and see if this is something 
you will enjoy. 

CATCH YOURSELF DOING 
SOMETHING DESIRED, 
THEN RETRO-FIT A 
RESOLUTION FOR IT.

Any time you can add 
something to your list and 
immediately cross it off, your 
list and your habit building 
is all the better for it. Now 
go call your mom, add it to 
the list and give yourself a 
big fat DONE. You both will 
be the better for it.
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Dr. Jeffrey R. Crabtree

Attention Contact Lens Wearers!
Purchase a year’s supply of contact lenses, get a pair of 

backup glasses (frame AND lenses)

6921 Foster Dr. 
Lake Worth, TX 76135

www.lakewortheye.com

817-439-9455

Select Frame Styles • Progressive Lenses $149

$99Only

Backup Glasses Special

family owned and operated for 20 years

State Inspection for Tarrant & Parker Counties

1304 NW Pkwy (Hwy 199)

817-444-8529
817-456-0907
www.motleyautomotive.com
Monday - Friday 8:30 am - 6:00 pm

Automotive
• Tune-ups

• Diesel

•  Suspension

•  Computer 
Diagnostics

• A/C Repair

• Brakes

• Emission Repairs

•  Repair & Restore 

Classic Cars

Motorcycles 

& ATVs
•  Maintenance 

& Repairs

Kerry Lane Kerry Lane

NW Pkwy Hwy 199

Service Rd

Jackson Tr.

W
estline Rd.

PACkAge
DroP oFF 
STATIoN

Motley’s AUTOMOTIVE & 
MOTORCYCLES
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Windstream participa en un programa de beneficios del gobierno llamado Lifeline para hacer que 
el servicio residencial de telefonía o banda ancha sea más asequible para las personas y familias 
elegibles de bajos ingresos. Los clientes elegibles son aquellos que cumplen con los estándares de 
elegibilidad según lo definido por la FCC y la comisión estatal. Los residentes que viven en tierras 
tribales reconocidas por el gobierno federal también pueden calificar para beneficios tribales 
adicionales si participan en ciertos programas federales de elegibilidad. El programa ofrece un 
descuento mensual limitado a un descuento por hogar y se puede aplicar a la línea fija o inalámbrica. 
Si se aplica a la línea fija, el descuento se puede aplicar a su servicio de voz o banda ancha. El 
descuento mensual es de hasta $ 5.25 por mes para el servicio de solo voz o hasta $ 9.25 por mes 
para el servicio de banda ancha.

Las tarifas básicas de servicio local de Windstream para líneas de voz residenciales oscilan entre 
$16 y $ 26 por mes, dependiendo de su ubicación de servicio. Se proporcionarán tarifas específicas 
bajo petición.  Para que se aplique el descuento Lifeline de banda ancha, un cliente debe suscribirse 
a un servicio de Windstream que cumpla con los requisitos estándar mínimos definidos por la FCC.

A los efectos del programa Lifeline, un hogar se define como cualquier individuo o grupo de 
individuos que viven juntos en la misma dirección y comparten ingresos y gastos. El servicio 
Lifeline no es transferible, y solo los consumidores elegibles pueden inscribirse en el programa. Los 
consumidores que deliberadamente hacen declaraciones falsas para obtener el servicio telefónico 
o de banda ancha Lifeline pueden ser castigados con multa o prisión y pueden ser excluidos del 
programa. Si vive en un área de servicio de Windstream, llame al 1-800-347-1991 o visite www.
windstream.com/Lifeline  con preguntas o para solicitar una solicitud para el programa Lifeline.
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Windstream participates in a government benefit program called Lifeline to make residential 
telephone or broadband service more affordable to eligible low-income individuals and families. 
Eligible customers are those that meet eligibility standards as defined by the FCC and state 
commission. Residents who live on federally recognized Tribal Lands may also qualify for 
additional Tribal benefits if they participate in certain federal eligibility programs. The program 
offers a monthly discount limited to one discount per household and can either be applied to 
wireline or wireless. If applied to wireline the discount can be applied to either your voice or 
broadband service. The monthly discount is up to $5.25 per month for voice only service or up to 
$9.25 per month for broadband service.

Windstream’s basic local service rates for residential voice lines range from $16 to $26 per 
month depending on your service location. Specific rates will be provided upon request.  For the 
broadband Lifeline discount to apply, a customer must subscribe to a Windstream service that 
meets the minimum standard requirements as defined by the FCC.

For the purposes of the Lifeline program a household is defined as any individual or group of 
individuals who live together at the same address and share income and expenses. Lifeline 
service is not transferable, and only eligible consumers may enroll in the program. Consumers 
who willfully make false statements to obtain Lifeline telephone or broadband service can 
be punished by fine or imprisonment and can be barred from the program. If you live in a 
Windstream service area, please call 1-800-347-1991 or visit www.windstream.com/Lifeline 
with questions or to request an application for the Lifeline program.
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ham.
“The overall arching re-

sponsibility for the depart-
ment is to oversee the en-
tire life cycle of a city, and 
that basically consists of 
land use planning, home 
and building construction, 
property and building main-
tenance as well as redevel-
opment opportunities as a 
city approaches build-out,” 
Hawkins said. “That’s usu-
ally the next step in the life 
cycle for a city.”

On the community devel-
opment front, the Planning 
and Development depart-
ment oversees the compre-
hensive master plan, ensures 
compliance of ordinances 
with state laws and man-
ages long-ranging planning 
and reviews development 
applications, among other 
responsibilities. 

For development ap-
plications, the department 
handled 29 plats of various 
kinds - such as preliminary 
and final - and six zoning 
changes in FY 20-21.

Under permits and inspec-
tion conducted by Planning 
and Development in 20-21, 
there were 163 new single-
family residential permits. 
There were 413 permits 
overall, and those other per-
mits included alterations 
and one-stop work, such as 
plumbing and mechanical.  

On the commercial side, 
nearly $3 million in new 
construction was completed, 
Hawkins said. Sixty-seven 
permits were issued. Three 
were for new construction. 
Total value of construction, 
with under construction 
buildings and renovations 
and reinvestments thrown 
in, was $7.7 million.

“That’s a good number 

considering they were dur-
ing the COVID period,” 
Hawkins said.

Code enforcement en-
deavors to prevent the in-
vitation of urban blight, ac-
cording to the presentation, 
and the list includes the re-
moval of high grass, weeds, 
litter, trash and debris. Code 
enforcement personnel also 
oversee the maintenance of 
vacant or abandoned proper-
ties. Those employees also 
communicate with residents 
and property owners about 
ordinances and code viola-
tions.

“The end goal with all of 
this with code enforcement 
is seeking voluntary compli-
ance,” Hawkins said.

The city has one code en-
forcement officer and had 
1,650 cases in the FY 20-21. 
The most common violation 
during the last fiscal year 
was high grass/weeds/brush, 
with 457 cases.

During that time, the of-
ficer issued 15 citations and 
had 10 liens filed. The code 
enforcement officer also as-
sists the public works depart-
ment with various issues, 
tipping off the department 
on matters such as  illegal 
construction, Hawkins said.

“He’s always going above 
and beyond what the typi-
cal code enforcement officer 
does,” Hawkins said. “We’re 
very thankful for that.”

Lastly, with economic 
development, Hawkins’ 
department works with de-
velopers, brokers and con-
sultants on development op-
portunities.

Hawkins said the city has 
a web-based property man-
agement site – called Azle 
Sites (azlesites.com) - in 
which property owners can 

advertise their properties in 
the city and let people know 
there’s infrastructure avail-
able and what types of busi-
ness they’re looking for. The 
economic development pro-
gram, among other features, 
also supports the Munici-
pal Development District 
and assists with helping the 
MDD in reaching its goals 
and objectives in its 10-year 
economic development ac-
tion plan. 

Hawkins outlined some 
projects that finished con-
struction or are under con-
struction as well as those 
businesses that have had re-
investments or renovations. 
Of the 42 certificates of oc-
cupancy issued, 35 of them 
were for new businesses.

“So, as soon as someone 
leaves, we’ve got some new 
businesses that are coming 
into town to replace those,” 
Hawkins said. “So, that’s a 
good number to have.”

After an executive ses-
sion, the council approved 
the purchase of lots of land 
in Wayne Dunaway’s Addi-
tion and a tract of land at 225 
Church St., subject to the 
surveys being satisfactorily 
reviewed by City Manager 
Tom Muir.

The property is a little less 
than six acres, Muir said, 
It is the former site of Azle 
Manor, the senior living 
community.  Muir said later 
in an email that he wasn’t 
sure when the community 
moved or when the building 
was demolished but the site 
has been vacant during his 
six years here.  The council 
has not determined exactly 
what will go there, he said, 
but council members have 
discussed a community cen-
ter.

GROWTH, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1A.

Many of the properties at Graystone Ridge are nearing completion.� Photo by Don Munsch 

STAFF REPORTS
 Signups begin soon for 

the TX456, Azle Composite 
Squadron, Civil Air Patrol’s 
next Cadet Great Start.

The class begins Jan. 11. 
Signups are required to en-
sure proper planning of re-
sources.

Interested teens may sign 
up through the squadron 
website (www.azle.cap.
gov) or Facebook page 
(www.facebook.com/azle-
cap),  or they can send the 
squadron an email  at azle@
txwg.cap.gov.

TX456 holds the classes 
three times a year, with up 
to 12 participants in each 
class. This class will begin 
as a training flight and work 
through their first rank of 
airman with the John Cur-
ry Award at the end of the 
five-week course. 

Upon completion of the 
Great Start class, the train-
ing flight will join the rest 
of the squadron and par-
ticipate in activities related 
to leadership, character 
development, aerospace, 
emergency services, safety, 
fitness, STEM, and other 
topics. 

In addition, these cadets 
become eligible to attend 
Encampment, which helps 
further develop their lead-
ership skills, expands their 
knowledge of Civil Air Pa-
trol and opens the doors to 

Azle Composite Squadron 
announces January 
Cadet Great Start class

National Cadet Special Ac-
tivities in aviation, military, 
leadership, and technology. 

The Great Start program 
will give teens and their 
parents a comprehensive 
introduction to life as a 
Civil Air Patrol cadet.

Previous graduates of the 
program, when asked about 
their experience, said they 
were warmly welcomed by 
everyone and said they ap-
preciated the patience and 
leadership shown by the 
higher-ranking cadets who 
taught many of the classes. 

They also mentioned 
having respect for the lead-
ership shown by the senior 
members who were able 
to explain topics in more 
detail when necessary and 
keep the classes running 
smoothly and on schedule. 

In the five-week-long 
course, prospective cadets 
are introduced to various 
elements of the CAP Cadet 
Program: leadership, aero-
space education, physical 
fitness, character develop-
ment and emergency ser-
vices.

Teamwork is a central 
theme of the class with 
many activities requiring 
the prospective cadets to 
work together – sometimes 
one-on-one, sometimes in 
groups. In addition to these 
teamwork activities, they 
observe teamwork in action 

between the higher-ranking 
cadets and senior members 
of the squadron. 

From learning to wear 
the uniforms properly to 
interacting with other rank-
ing cadets and senior mem-
bers, teens emerge with 
self-confidence, goals and 
equipped with the knowl-
edge and skills necessary 
for completing their first 
Achievement, the John 
Curry award. 

Major Gen. John F. Curry 
served as CAP’s first Na-
tional Commander in the 
early days of World War II. 
Under his leadership, CAP 
aircrews conducted mis-
sions of national importance 
including aerial search mis-
sions, border observation, 
towing aerial targets for the 
Navy and searching for Nazi 
submarines.

Earning the John Curry 
award signifies a cadet has 
displayed a positive, opti-
mistic attitude and is en-
thusiastic and team orient-
ed. Along with the award 
comes a voucher that may 
be used to purchase a ca-
det’s needed uniform items. 

By completing the Cadet 
Great Start program and its 
membership requirements 
along with achieving their 
first rank, cadets will be eli-
gible for an orientation ride 
in a CAP aircraft with an 
experienced CAP pilot.

cases since the middle of 
September.

Be Well Primary Care has 
two free testing sites avail-
able in Azle through the end 
of the month and at least 
into the first few weeks of 
January. One is located at 
Ash Creek Park and the 
other outside of the Azle 
ISD administration build-
ing. Staffing issues may af-
fect the sites’ hours the rest 
of this week.

Parker County will con-
tinue to have a free drive-
through testing site at Heri-
tage Park in Weatherford at 
least two days a week. 

The Texas Department of 
State Health Services said 
Monday that it has run out 
of the monoclonal antibody 

SURGE, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1A.

treatments at the regional in-
fusion centers in Fort Worth, 
Austin, El Paso, San Antonio 
and The Woodlands and did 
not expect to have another 
shipment until January, ac-
cording to an Austin Amer-
ican-Statesman story. The 
monoclonal antibody sotro-
vimab has been a key treat-
ment in fighting the omicron 
variant.

Anyone who had an ap-
pointment scheduled will 
be alerted. Those who have 
been diagnosed with a non-
omicron variant can still re-
ceive other monoclonal an-
tibody treatments, however.

The  CDC announced 
Monday that it is “shorten-
ing the recommended time 
for isolation from 10 days 

for people with COVID-19 
to five days, if asymptom-
atic, followed by five days 
of wearing a mask when 
around others.”

“The change is motivated 
by science demonstrating 
that the majority of SARS-
CoV-2 transmission occurs 
early in the course of ill-
ness, generally in the one 
to two days prior to onset of 
symptoms and two to three 
days after,” CDC reported 
on its website. “Therefore, 
people who test positive 
should isolate for five days 
and, if asymptomatic at that 
time, they may leave isola-
tion if they can continue to 
mask for five days to mini-
mize the risk of infecting 
others.”

AzleNews.net
817-270-3340
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AZLE INSURANCE 
DIRECTORY

AUTHORIZED AGENT

Kaye Burtnett & Vanessa Roberson

905 E. Hwy. 199 Springtown, TX 76082

HOME • AUTO • FARM • LIFE

Protecting Texans, Prioritizing customer service

Thank you for voting us 
Best Insurance Agency 2021

Amy Kaplan, Agent
813 E. Hwy. 199
Springtown, TX
817-220-5222

Voted Best Agent of Parker County 2014, 2015 & 2016

Parker County

Voted Best Insurance Agency of Parker County 2015

www.amykaplaninsurance.com

BIG SAVINGS
+ =

204 W. Main St.
Azle
dalemares@allstate.com
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13
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Dale Mares, AAMS
817-444-1491

Insurance and coverages subject to terms, qualifications and availability.  Allstate Vehicle and 
Property Insurance Co., Allstate Fire and Casualty Insurance Co. Northbrook, Illinois © 2010 Allstate 
Insurance Co.
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Dale Mares, AAMS
817-444-1491

Insurance and coverages subject to terms, qualifications and availability.  Allstate Vehicle and 
Property Insurance Co., Allstate Fire and Casualty Insurance Co. Northbrook, Illinois © 2010 Allstate 
Insurance Co.

Hogle
INSURANCE 

GROUP

HOGLEINSURANCE.COM

“OUR BEST POLICY IS PERSONAL SERVICE”

817-444-6389Shaye hogle hogye hogle

Silva’s Insurance Agency

328 W. Main St., Azle

Auto - Home - Life - Business 

817-444-4747

Health · Life · Disability · Dental · Final Expense

817-444-1129
682-209-2027

www.SorrowFamilyInsurance.com

Stephanie and Ed

Home · Auto · Boat · Motorcycle · Big Rig · Mobile Home

Our Family Helping Yours!
Paying Too 
Much For 

Insurance?

Call For 
Your Free 

Quote

Sorrow Family Insurance

  817-444-1100
408 Boyd Ct. • Azle

www.HaleyCarter.com
PEOPLE’S CHOICE AWARDS 5 YEARS IN A ROW!

VOTED #1 INSURANCE AGENCY IN AZLE

HALEY CARTER

Albracht Harwood
Insurance Agency Inc.

120 S. Main St #4, Springtown, TX 76082
albrachtharwoodinsurance.com

(817) 220-4700
2nd Location - Grapevine, TX

There was a significant 
birthday celebrated just a 
few days ago. 

Yeah, that one. The one 
that changed history. The 
one that is celebrated around 
the world. The one that gives 
meaning to everything.

There was also another 
birthday celebrated the day 
before that birthday. 

The significance of that 
birthday was significantly 
less significant, but it did 
matter to a small group of 
people.

Yes, on December 24, 
2021 I turned 30.

For the second time.
Holy senior citizen dis-

count! I’m 60!
How in the world did this 

happen? 
In my mind, I’m still a 

Turning 30… Again. 
BE AMAZING
By Gerry Lewis

Azle resident Dr. Gerry Lewis guides explorers to discover 
their AMAZING. He is an author, musician, and speaker, and 
a coach-sultant for individuals, churches, and organizations. 
More at www.discoveryouramazing.com.

young buck. As a result, my 
mind can sometimes write 
checks that my body can’t 
cash.

I remember—vaguely—
the first time I turned 30. 
I was the young, new(ish) 
pastor of Eagle Moun-
tain Baptist Church. And it 
seemed like I gained more 
pastoral credibility with that 
birthday.

A pastor in his 30s certain-
ly is more qualified than one 
in his 20s.

A decade later I hit 40. I 

had completed a doctorate 
and had celebrated 10 years 
as pastor of EMBC. I was 
on a roll. More than double 
the average tenure of Baptist 
pastors, a post-graduate de-
gree, and in my 40s. I was 
almost considered wise. The 
future looked bright.

When I hit 50, I had tran-
sitioned into a new ministry 
working with a network of 
churches and pastors. Once 
again, my credibility in-
creased as one whose role 
was more mentoring and ad-

vising than producing.  
But in the back of my mind 

was this lurking awareness: 
50 is halfway to 100. I’m not 
likely to live to 100 so I’m 
already on the back side of 
middle-aged.

About the time I turned 
55, I heard that most church-
es would not call a pastor 
over the age of 55. Not that I 
wanted to be a pastor again, 
but that statistic told me that 
I was past the point of gain-
ing credibility with each 
new decade.

Now I’m 60 and people 
are asking more often when 
I’m going to retire.

That’s a question I’m pon-
dering more frequently even 
when people aren’t asking it.

My much younger sister 
told me 60 is the new 40.  

My slightly younger brother 
responded that 40 must be 
getting stinkin’ old then. 
This is the curse of being the 
eldest.

Another friend told me 
that I should party like I’m 
58. That seemed doable.

All my friends who turned 
60 earlier in the year are get-
ting revenge for the harass-
ment I delivered on their re-
spective birthdays. It’s been 
fun.

I figure in a few more 
years I’ll be able to hide 
my own Easter eggs. In the 
meantime, I’ve decided to 
throw myself a 60th birthday 
party.

Since my friends were 
otherwise occupied on 
Christmas Eve, I’m throw-
ing myself a 60th birthday 

bash on January 28th. I’m 
doing a concert of some of 
my favorite songs from over 
45 years of ministry through 
music.

If you’re reading this, 
you’re invited. You can find 
more information at drger-
rylewis.com/60thbash

If you’re not reading this, 
never mind.

Here’s what I know: my 
first 60 years has been an 
amazing journey. I know 
there are not nearly as many 
ahead as there are behind, 
but I’m still looking forward 
to what’s ahead.

Thanks for letting me 
share the journey with you 
in 2021.

See you next year.
Be amazing today, my 

friend.

My wife, Daniele, and I 
serve in a local organization 
called Son Shine Ministries, 
a Christian nonprofit that 
supports churches, families, 
and individuals with mar-
riage and family training. 
We encourage those with 
whom we meet to be honest 
and real, without feeling the 
need to present an unreal-
istic, fake version of them-
selves or their marriage. As 
tremendous as marriage can 
be, an ongoing 24-hour-a-
day relationship with any-
one requires work, and it can 
often be messy.

In my doctoral studies at 
Dallas Theological Semi-
nary, I conducted research 
based on methodology that 
I encountered in an excel-
lent marriage ministry called 

Dr. David Shaffer and his wife, Daniele, are Azle-area 
residents. David is director of Son Shine Ministries 
(equipfamilies.org) and president of the Azle Area 
Chamber of Commerce board (azlechamber.com.) 
david@equipfamilies.org | 817-444-3777

HOPE MATTERS
By David Shaffer

Strengthening Relationships

re|engage. That method in-
volved 1) going over a les-
son individually (not with 
your spouse), then 2) shar-
ing your answers with your 
spouse, and finally 3) com-
ing together to discuss the 
lesson with a small group of 
other couples who had done 
the same.

I had written a study on 
Galatians (one of Paul’s let-
ters in the New Testament), 
which, by the way, had noth-
ing to do with marriage. My 

idea was that I could use the 
same method as re|engage to 
test whether couples’ mar-
riages would strengthen as 
they followed the same three 
steps. 

As the studies were con-
ducted, the data supported 
my hypothesis that mar-
riages would improve as a 
result. Three key measures 
were improved communi-
cation, improved conflict 
resolution, and increased 
overall marital satisfaction. 

Why, you may ask, did this 
method help marriages, es-
pecially when the couples 
were learning about a book 
of the Bible that had nothing 
to do with marriage?

Interviews with partici-
pants highlighted that 1) 
the individual study helped 
them “find their voices” and 
be able to think through their 
feelings and beliefs on their 
own; 2) the couple time in-
volved respect and support 
as each shared and were tru-
ly heard without judgment; 
and 3) the time in commu-
nity helped couples know 
their personal experiences, 
including the common chal-
lenges of marriage, were not 
unique. 

The couples whose mar-
riages strengthened the most 

prioritized their weekly time 
together and maintained 
love, kindness, and respect 
for each other through the 
process. No one did it per-
fectly, of course, but the 
ones who thrived simply put 
their hearts into it and were 
present, making the effort 
even when it was difficult.

As we approach a new 
year, it may be an ideal time 
to assess our most important 
relationships: 1) Individual-
ity: Have you found your 
voice? Are you able to com-
municate what you want in 
your relationships? 2) Mutu-
ality: Do you listen to your 
spouse or close friend, seek-
ing first to make sure you 
understand what they are 
sharing and the emotion at-
tached to it? Do they listen 

to you the same way when 
you share? 3) Community: 
Do you (and your spouse) 
have a small group of sup-
portive friends with whom 
you can grow together? 

Dr. Tim Kimmel in his 
book Grace-Filled Marriage 
identifies the importance of 
community: “I think it’s also 
extremely difficult to main-
tain an attitude of grace to-
ward our spouse if we’re try-
ing to do it in isolation, with 
just us two.” My hope is that 
we all will consider taking 
steps to strengthen our re-
lationships in community in 
2022.
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Azle • Springtown • Mineral Wells • Weatherford 
817-444-3211 • www.whitesfuneral.com

Our family serving your family since 1908

Full Service
Funeral Home

Cremation
Services

Pre-Need
Plans

Bob White,
Anita White
and Zack Bellenger

A church alive is worth the drive! For more information or rates on listing your church, call Johnna at 817-270-3340

THE ABBEY CHURCH 
Pastor: Paul Brownback 

10400 Jacksboro Highway 817-238-1404  
www.TheAbbeyChurch.com 

Morning Worship ���������������������������������� 10:30 am 
Community Groups �����������������������Various Times

ASH CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH 
Pastor: Dr� G� Wesley Shotwell 

300 South Stewart St� 817-444-3219 
www.ashcreekbc.org 

Sunday School ��������������������������������������� 9:30 am 
Contemporary Worship-TMP ���������������� 10:45 am 
Traditional Worship  ����������������������������� 10:45 am 
Evening Worship ������������������������������������ 6:00 pm 
Wednesday Youth Refuge ����������������������� 6:00 pm 
Wednesday Evening ������������������������������� 6:15 pm

AZLE CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
(Disciples of Christ) Senior Minister, Ashley 

Dargai, Katie Medlin, Worship Minister 
117 Church St� • 817-444-3527 

Sunday School ������������������������������������� 10:00 am 
Morning Worship ���������������������������������� 11:00 am 

AZLE FIRST ASSEMBLY of GOD 
Pastor: Tim Stevens 

1020 S�E� Parkway, Azle 817-237-4903 
Sunday School ��������������������������������������� 9:30 am 
Morning Worship ���������������������������������� 10:30 am 
 Wednesday Evening ������������������������������ 7:00 pm

COMMUNITY BIBLE 
FELLOWSHIP CHURCH 

Pastor - Alton Davis 817-521-4510 
1405 Reynolds Rd�, Azle 817-444-7117 
Directions: 730 N� to 1542 �5 mi� right  

on Cardinal, left on Reynolds 
Sunday School ��������������������������������������� 9:45 am 
Morning Worship ���������������������������������� 11:00 am 
Sunday Evening ������������������������������������� 6:00 pm 
Wednesday Evening ������������������������������� 7:00 pm

CORNERSTONE COMMUNITY CHURCH 
2233 Hwy 199 E� • Springtown 

817-221-LIFE (5433)  
Sunday Worship Service  ������������� 10:00 am 
Wednesday   ���������������������������������� 7:00 pm

CROSSROADS BAPTIST CHURCH 
Pastor - Jon Baker 

Corner FM 730S & FM 1886 817-755-0279 
Transportation Available 

Worship Service ����������������������������������� 10:30 am 
Wed� Prayer Service ������������������������������� 7:00 pm

THE EDGE CHURCH - AZLE 
1313 S�E� Pkwy, Azle 817-237-4822 

Missouri Synod 
“Love God - Serve Others - Share Jesus” 

Traditional Worship �������������������������������� 9:30 am 
Contemporary Worship������������������������� 11:00 am

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
Pastor: Dr� Richard Reed 

200 Church St�, Azle 817-444-3323 
Morn� Worship ���������������������� 8:30, 9:45 & 11 am 
Sunday School ������������������������������� 9:45 & 11 am 
Youth (UMYF) ����������� 5:00 pm Sun & 6:30 pm Wed

HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH ELCA 
4795 E� Hwy 199 - Reno 817-221-HOPE 

Follow us on Facebook for streaming services 
Sunday School ��������������������������������������� 9:00 am 
Traditional Service ������������������������������� 10:00 am

HOLY TRINITY CATHOLIC CHURCH 
800 Highcrest Dr� -  Azle 817-444-3063 

Saturday ������������������������������������������������ 5:00 pm 
Sunday �������������������������������������������������� 9:00 am 
Sunday �������������������������������������� 11 am (Spanish) 
Daily Mass (M, T, Th, F) �������������������������� 8:00 am 
Wednesday Mass Religious ED��������������� 6:30 pm 
Confessions ������������������������������������������ Sat 4 pm

SOLID ROCK BIBLE CHURCH 
591 S� Reno Rd, , Springtown, Texas 76082 

Pastor - Bill Gay - 817-304-7443 
Coffee and Donuts ��������������������������������� 9:00 am 
Sunday School ��������������������������������������� 9:30 am 
Morning Worship ���������������������������������� 10:30 am 

Children’s Church After Music Service 
Wed� Prayer Meeting ������������������������������ 6:30 pm 
Wed� Bible Study ������������������������������������ 7:00 pm

LEGACY CHURCH 
Assembly of God Church, Pastor: Gary D� Veazey 

Hwy� 199 & Jaybird Lane 817-221-2983 
Morning Worship ����������������������� 9:15 & 11:00 am 
Kidz Zone���������������������������������� 9:15 & 11:00 am 

Weds Evening Legacy Group Legacy Youth, Kids  
All Services �������������������������������������������� 7:00 pm

SILVER CREEK UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
Rev� Sheila Fiorella - Pastor 

2200 Church Rd�, Azle 817-444-1382 
www.silvercreekumc.org 

Sunday School 9:30 am • Worship 10:30 am

SILVER CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH 
Pastor:  Jay Ditty   

Minister of Music: David Musick 
Corner FM 730 S� & Veal Station Rd� 

Church 817-444-2325  
www.silvercreekbc.org  

Sunday School �������������������������������������� 9:45  am 
Morning Worship ���������������������������������� 10:50 am 
Evening Worship ������������������������������������ 6:00 pm 
Wed� Prayer Service ������������������������������� 7:00 pm

ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE CATHOLIC CHURCH 
5953 Bowman Roberts RD  817-624-2184 

Daily Mass - Mon-Fri 8 am 
Reconciliation ��������������������� Sat� 2:45 or by appt 
Weekend Masses  ����������������������������Sat� 4:00 pm 
SUNDAY  ����������������������������������� 8:00 & 10:00 am 
Spanish ����������������������������������������������� 12:30 pm

THE WORD@LAKESIDE CHURCH OF GOD 
9396 FM 1886 Fort Worth, TX 76135 

817-237-5500 
thewordatlakeside�com 

Pastors: Brandon and Kelly Bohannon 
Worship Pastor: Christen Moody 

Family Life and Young Adult Pastors: Jodie and 
Mark James, Kids Pastor: Katie Pearson, Student 

Pastors: Taylor and Sheridan Tomlin, Creative 
Directors: Logan and Carrie Edwards, Connec-
tions Coordinators: Preston and Ashley Larrew

Equip Sunday School at the WORD �������9:30 AM 
Empower Worship at the WORD ���������10:45 AM 
Kids at the WORD�������������������������������10:45 AM 
PreK at the WORD ������������������������������10:45 AM 
Emanate at the WORD  
(Special Needs Ministry) ��������������������10:45 AM 
Nursery at the WORD �������������������������10:45 AM 
Young Adults at the WORD �������������������6:00 PM

Wednesdays 
Adult Bible Class ���������������������������������� 7:00 PM 
The WORD Students (6th-12th grades) � 6:30 PM 
Awana Kids at the WORD  �������������������� 6:30 PM 

Life at the WORD Life Groups Various Times

... ATTEND THE CHURCH OF YOUR CHOICE THIS SUNDAY

James R. Plowman 
Norma Plowman
913 N. Elm St.  

Weatherford, TX 76086
www.galbreaithpickard.com

1-800-593-2747

817-594-2747 • Fax 817-596-7803

TAKE OUT ORDERS 
817-406-4452
817-406-4800

1300 Northwest Pkwy 
Azle, Texas

Sun 11-8 • Tues - Thurs 11-9 
Fri 11-10 •  Sat 11-9:30 • Mon Closed

HAPPY HOUR 
Tues-Sat 4 - 8 pm

The Azle News, 
Dec. 29, 2021 Edition

Virginia Ruth Bass 
1936 - 2021

 Virginia Ruth Bass (Rop-
er) passed away Tuesday, 
December 14, 2021.

  Graveside Services were 
held at 1 p.m. Monday, De-
cember 27, 2021 at Jaybird 
Cemetery.

  Virginia Ruth Roper 
was born October 18, 1936 
in Fort Worth to Walter and 
Blanche Ward. She met and 
married the love of her life 
in August of 1955.  She was 
a child of God and is now 
rejoicing at home with her 
Savior and her husband.

Preceded in death by: 
parents; and husband, Billy 
Glenn Bass. 

 Survivors include her 
daughters, Glenda Bass, 
Brenda Harrist (Jimmy), 
and Debbie McIlroy (Jim); 
grandchildren, Betsy De-

Anda, Tammie Herring 
(Cody), Jennifer Steele (Jer-
emy), Kacey Ulrich (Nick), 
Halston Harrist (Sarah), 
Jody McIlroy (Tammie), 
Cole McIlroy (Brittany); 
15 great-grandchildren; and 
many other extended family 
members and friends.

The Azle News, 
Dec. 29, 2021 Edition

Joy Ann Meadors 
1936 - 2021

Joy Ann (Walston) 
Meadors, 85, of Azle passed 
away Friday, Dec. 10, 2021. 

Joy was born in Fort 
Worth July 16, 1936 to Roy 
Baucom and Inez Walston. 

Inurnment: Wednesday, 
December 29, 2021 at Oran 
Cemetery. Arrangements by 
White’s Funeral Home in 
Azle.

She was preceded in death 
by her parents, Roy and 
Inez, her brother, Glenn, and 
her husband Bill Meadors

  Joy is survived by her 
brother, Jerry Walston, chil-
dren, Theresa, and Kelly, her 

grandchildren, Dustin and 
Sara, and her great-grand-
children, Kodie and Elye.

The Azle News, 
Dec. 29, 2021 Edition

Violet Joyce Schaefer  
1934 - 2021

 Violet Joyce Schaefer, 87, 
a loving and devoted wife, 
mother, grandmother, great-
grandmother, sister and 
friend to all that met her was 
called home to her Heavenly 
reward on Dec. 21, 2021.

 Memorial service was 
held Monday, at 11 a.m. De-
cember 27, 2021 

 Memorials: In lieu of 
flowers donations may be 
made to National Kidney 
Foundation, Alzheimer’s 
Association of Fort Worth 
and Azle Animal Shelter.

 Violet was born to August 
Louis Rummel and Esther 
Theresia Schoppa Rummel 
on May 4, 1934, in a small 
farmhouse in Thalia, Texas. 
She grew up on a cotton 
farm with her parents and 
sisters, Doris Jean and Faith 
Lavoy. The girls all attended 
Northside Elementary and 
Crowell High School. While 
in high school Violet “Vi” to 
her friends excelled, not only 
in the classroom but was also 
a twirler in the band, a varsi-
ty volleyball player and she 
won the title of Ms. Crowell 
at the age of 15. Her beauti-
ful smile and sparkling eyes 
let everyone know she was a 
beauty queen all of her life.

 Vi retired at the age of 80 
after 31 years with Azle ISD 
as the high school reception-
ist. Her quick wit, charm and 
candor made her a natural to 

be in control of the school’s 
“Nerve Center”. She knew 
the answer to everyone’s 
question and would often 
throw in a joke and her two 
cents along with it. Superin-
tendents and principals alike 
often asked “What does Vi 
think?” before making big 
decisions.

 Vi was a very talented 
lady in many ways. Her 
perhaps biggest and most 
overlooked talent was in the 
kitchen. She could make de-
licious meals from almost 
nothing. To elaborate dish-
es suited for royalty. If she 
had ever printed and sold 
her recipes, she would have 
been a millionaire.

 Violet was preceded in 
death by her parents; sis-
ter; ex-husband, James Ray 
Bice; son, Monty Ray Bice; 
and grandson, Conrad Lee 
Bice.

 Survivors include her 
husband, Leonard Nicholas 
Schaefer; sister Lavoy Biv-
ens children, Brenda Bice Ri-
ley and husband, Kim, Treva 
Bice Kilcoyne, Jeff and Kim 
Schaefer, Julie Schaefer, 
Koan and Sherry Bice, Dar-
ren and Helen Schaefer and 
Dawn and Railton Elliott; 16 
grandchildren; and 17 great-
grandchildren.

Growing up I was an avid 
fan of the St. Louis Cardi-
nals. Many a night I would 
stay awake, laying under 
the covers listening to my 
transistor radio as Hall 
of Fame announcer Jack 
Buck would call the game. 
I had been instructed by my 
mother to be sleeping and 
getting my rest for school 
the next day, but I could not 
help but lay there in antici-
pation of the last out of the 
game and Jack Buck saying 
his immortal call: “That’s a 
Winner!”. Those are very 
poignant and precious 
youthful memories to me. 

Recently, Hall of Famer 
Lou Brock, and Hall of 
Famer Bob Gibson passed 
on; two Cardinals legends 
which were some of my fa-
vorite childhood heroes. I 
watched or listened to them 
play hundreds of games and 
took from them their com-
petitive spirit under pres-
sure, their desire to win, 
and their commitment for 
excellence. They were my 
“friends” (at least in my 
heart) and I learned a lot 
about how to go through 
life by watching them play. 
Knowing they have now 
passed on makes me feel a 
profound loss: a sense that 
something is gone which 
will never be replaced. 
They were two men of 
color in a time when color 
mattered, but it did not for 
me. To me they were sim-
ply great men and I wanted 
to play like them, be like 
them and win like they did.

Now they are gone, it 
makes me wonder and 

Sam Houston is a newspaper executive, a columnist, 
author, actor and entertainment promoter. 

MY FRONT PORCH
By Sam Houston

The Impact of Legends

recollect about the other 
people who impacted me. 
My folks and grandparents 
of course, but the teach-
ers, coaches, youth leaders, 
Sunday School teachers, 
neighbors and friends who 
helped to formulate who I 
am, how I think, and what 
I value. As I think about all 
the influences I have had 
and the impression they had 
upon me, I am thankful for 
their willingness to shape 
me and formulate me into 
all I have become.

So, who looks up to you? 
Have you considered who 
your actions and words im-
press and what type of im-
pression you are making? 
We all have a responsibility 
and a duty to our commu-
nity and our world to help 
those who come behind us, 
and to be the type of exam-
ple so when our time comes 
to “cross that river” they 
will know our impact was 
for all things good, decent 
and respectful. As you go 
forward this week, stop and 
think what sort of example 
you are making for your 
children, grandchildren, 
neighbors and friends. We 
all need to do our part just 
like Sweet Lou Brock and 
Bob “Hoot” Gibson did for 
me. Sometimes legends are 
wearing a unform and play-
ing on a ball diamond, but 
more times they are moth-
ers, fathers, neighbors, 
teachers and friends.

Thought for the day: The 
quickest way to double your 
money is to fold it over and 
put it in your back pocket!

Until next time!
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For many people looking 
to catch crappie, the win-
ter is the best time to chase 
these tasty little slabs.  Most 
chase the crappies when 
they move in the shallows to 
spawn, but catching crappie 
in the winter is enjoyed by 
many.

Crappies, as I mentioned 
above, do spawn in the spring 
and are much easier to find in 
large quantities at this time. 
But the truth is crappie can be 
caught any time of the year. 
The key to catching more 
crappie in the winter months 
is just like fishing for any oth-
er species.  You need to under-
stand their seasonal habits and 
how to locate them.  

Right now many anglers are 
catching limits of crappie in 
the river above Lake Whitney 
on small minnows and jigs.  
There are a lot of anglers all 
over the river chasing them.  
Look for the deeper holes in 
the river with structure and 
you will find them.   Lake 
Granbury crappie fishing has 
been good as well all year and 
some great reports have been 
coming from the upper ends 
from Hunter Park to the river 
near Tin Top.

To catch winter crappie, 
start your search along old 
submerged creek and river 
channels or points and drop-
offs in the 15- to 30-foot 
depths. Using a good qual-
ity depth finder will help 
make this job easier. What 
you want to be on the look-
out for is brush/structure 
along these channels. Crap-
pie will be holding some-
where around that structure. 
Some days the crappie might 
be holding tight to the brush 

Crappie fishing is hot in the winter
ON FISHING

MICHAEL ACOSTA
michael.acosta@att.net

As a licensed professional fishing 
guide, Michael Acosta shows you 
how to find them.He has been a 

licensed guide since 1998.

or trees. If this is the case, 
you’ll have to work a jig in 
tight. This is where a graphite 
rod and light line will come in 
handy so you can “feel” your 
way around. You might lose 
some jigs and fish, but that is 
part of fishing timber. 

Using a minnow during 
these times can be tricky 
as the minnow will tangle 
you up in the trees or brush.  
Find an open space where 
you can present the bait 
close to the trees/structure 
and not lose your tackle.  
If you don’t have a boat, 
look at deep water mari-
nas/docks.   Fish these ma-
rinas and you will catch 
fish.   Just make sure you 
have permission to fish the 
docks.  Another place bank 
fishermen can try for win-
ter crappie is anywhere a 
bridge crosses over a lake. 
In some cases, the bridge 
will be over a creek or riv-
er channel. This is where 
you’ll have to experiment 
with minnows below slip 
floats to find the depth the 
crappies are holding.

Crappies are usually near 
structure, but this is not al-
ways the case especially in 
summer and winter when 
they are deep.   They may 
be suspended in deep water.  
Work several depths until 
you find where they will bite. 
The best bridges are the ones 
with piers out in deep water 

near the edge of the chan-
nel. Try drifting jigs or min-
nows right up against those 
piers. Vary the depth of your 
crappie jig and minnow 
until you find the crappie. 
Winter crappies are not as 
aggressive chasing bait as 
they are during the spring. 
This means you’ll have to 
move your bait slowly or 
very little. They also can be 
light biters during the winter. 
Many times you’ll just feel 
a little extra pressure on the 
line when they hit. Again, a 
good sensitive graphite rod 
with real light line will help 
you put fish in the boat.  

If you’re using a slip float, 
I suggest the tiny quill or 

pencil floats. Watch them 
closely because it can be 
difficult to tell when you’re 
getting a hit or if the minnow 
is swimming around. 

On really warm winter 
days, you may find crappie 
a little scattered on flats next 
to river and creek channels. 
This is the time to drift with 
several rods out looking for 
that bite.   This December 
has been real warm, so this 
may be the preferred option 
to work a lot of water.   

Now is the time to look 
for these winter crappies.  
They are there and many are 
catching limits.   Dress for 
the weather and we will see 
you on the water.  

FISHING REPORT
On other reservoirs, Lake Whitney crappies 
are being caught in the river near Kimball 
Bend.  Whitney striped bass are good under 
the birds on the main lake and some good 
catches are reported in the river near Lake-
side. Possum Kingdom Lake striped bass 
are good to 12 pounds on Umbrella Rigs 
fished from the Peanut Patch to Costello Is-
land.  Possum Kingdom largemouth bass are 
good in numbers with an occasional fish to 
8 pounds.

STATE STEPS UP DUI 
ENFORCEMENT DURING 
HOLIDAYS

The Texas Department of 
Transportation has kicked off 
its statewide “Drive Sober. No 
Regrets” drunk driving pre-
vention program for the holi-
days. Throughout the month, 
TxDOT has released videos 
of people who deal with the 
daily consequences of driving 
while impaired, either as an 
offender or survivor.

The stories and facts about 
drunk driving can be found 
at SoberRides.org.

Gary Borders is a veteran award-winning Texas journal-
ist. He published a number of community newspapers 
in Texas during a 30-year span, including in Longview, 
Fort Stockton, Nacogdoches and Cedar Park. 
gborders@texaspress.com.

CAPITAL HIGHLIGHTS
By Gary Borders

“It is our hope that these 
moving, first-hand accounts 
will encourage all of us to 
make the right choice and 
not ever drive after drinking 
or doing anything that can 
alter our judgment,” said 
TxDOT Executive Director 
Marc Williams. “We don’t 
want to turn a happy time of 

year into one that could be 
marked by tragic loss caused 
by someone’s poor decision 
to drink and drive.” 

During the December hol-
iday season last year, there 
were 2,462 DUI-alcohol re-
lated traffic accidents, kill-
ing 93 people and seriously 
injuring 215.

TEXAS TO DISTRIBUTE 
ADDITIONAL $123.3 
MILLION IN ED FUNDING

The state will invest an 
additional $123.3 million 
in federal funds provided 
through pandemic relief leg-
islation.

“The state of Texas re-
mains committed to students 
and their success in our 
education systems — that 
includes ensuring parents 
have an option to send their 
kids to a high-quality char-
ter school and providing di-
rect support to families with 
children who have special 
needs,” Gov. Greg Abbott 
said.

This final round of fund-
ing includes money for stu-
dents with severe cognitive 
disabilities; charter school 
grants; financial aid for 
nursing students; short-term 
credential training for front-
line health care workers; ini-
tiatives to improve student 
enrollment and retention; 
financial aid programs for 
higher education; cyberse-
curity enhancement; and aid 
for those seeking commer-
cial driver license training.

“For some of our most at-
risk students, this significant 
new round of funding will 
prioritize getting families 
across Texas direct access to 
special education and other 
targeted supplemental ser-
vices to support their chil-
dren’s varied educational 
needs,” said Mike Morath, 
Texas education commis-
sioner.

Used vehicle prices at record highs, 
COVID-19 cases spike

USED VEHICLE PRICES 
AT RECORD HIGHS

The average listing price 
for a used vehicle topped 
$27,000 for the first time, 
according to a report from 
Cox Automotive. A primary 
reason, according to a story 
in the San Antonio Express-
News, is the relative scarcity 
of new vehicles because of 
supply-chain disruptions 
and an initial drop in de-
mand when the pandemic 
struck.

For example, Toyota 
stopped production at all its 
plants across North Amer-
ica and in Southeast Asia, 
except for its San Antonio 
factory. The company had 
hoped to return to full pre-
diction in December but has 
again suspended work at 
some plants as a shortage of 
computer chips has stymied 
vehicle production.

The spike in used vehicle 
prices has benefitted car 
owners looking to sell.

“With the way the mar-
ket is right now, I’ve seen 
people make money on their 
vehicles, especially with 
diesel. It’s crazy,” Zachary 
Gilman, a salesman at the 
Jordan Ford dealership in 
Live Oak, told the Express-
News.

COVID-19 CASES SPIKE; 
OMICRON VARIANT 
SPREADS

As Texans continue to 
navigate life during a near-
ly two-year pandemic, the 
number of new cases of CO-
VID-19 rose during the past 
week to 51,479, an increase 
of 41% from the previous 

week, according to the Coro-
navirus Resource Center at 
Johns Hopkins University. 
The number of new deaths 
dropped to 266, a decrease 
of 44%, however. Research-
ers have said that while the 
omicron variant is more con-
tagious than the delta variant 
that sparked the last wave, 
its symptoms thus far are not 
as severe. 

The number of lab-con-
firmed hospitalizations of 
COVID-19 patients stayed 
at about the same level as 
the previous week, with 
3,376  reported by the Texas 
Department of State Health 
Services.

The number of Texans 
who are fully vaccinated 
stood at 16.36 million as 
of Sunday, which is 56.1% 
of the state’s population. 
In addition, 4.35 million of 
the state’s residents have 
received an additional dose, 
according to DSHS.

MORE FUNDING FOR 
OPERATION LONE STAR

The state’s Public Safety 
Office has awarded an ad-
ditional $38.4 million in 
funding to cities and coun-
ties along the Texas-Mexico 
border for law enforcement 
efforts. That amount doubles 
the funding provided for those 
counties since last March.

The funding is for special-
ized law enforcement equip-
ment, labor costs including 
overtime, construction of 
additional communication 
towers and increased jail 
capacity and travel costs for 
law enforcement personnel 
from non-border counties 
that provide assistance.The interactive Consequence Spinner on SoberRides.org shows potential scenarios during the holidays 

to help you make better decisions. � Screenshot from SoberRides.org
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Standards Link: Students 
describe the physical and 
human geography of their 

local community.

Look through the 
newspaper for pictures 
and words that reflect 

your community. What 
kinds of things make 
your community a 

place that is “just right” 
for living there?

Just Right

Goldilocks planets have habitats that are healthy for life.

Hey there! 
I’m Goldilocks! 

You probably have 
heard my story: 

I went into the home 
of the Three Bears 

and found a bowl of 
porridge that was not 
too hot, not too cold, 

but just right! 

Because of my 
well-known story, 
scientists use the 

name Goldilocks to 
describe a planet 
that is just right 

for life as we know 
it on Earth!

Earth is a “Goldilocks” planet. It's neither too hot nor too cold 
for liquid water, which is a key ingredient for life. Part of 

what makes Earth just right is its distance from the sun!

If a planet is too close to its sun, it’s too hot 
for life. But if a planet is too far away from 
its sun, everything is frozen. Around many 

stars there’s a Goldilocks Zone where there 
is the potential for water on a planet’s surface.

A habitat is a place where an animal lives. It provides the animal with food, water and shelter. Di�erent habitats are home to di�erent animals.

Are we there yet?
Which Goldilocks planet is the closest to Earth? Proxima 
Centauri b (also called Proxima b) is a planet orbiting in the 
“Goldilocks” zone of the red dwarf star Proxima Centauri. 
Discovered in 2016, it is about 4.2 light years from Earth.

Until faster ways of traveling through space are discovered, it 
would take you a long time to reach Proxima Centauri b from 
Earth using current spacecraft. How long? Circle every other 
letter to �nd the answer.

Which Goldilocks 
astronaut is di�erent 
from all the others?

Choose a spacecraft and race 
against a friend to see who gets 

to the Goldilocks planet �rst.
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Cold Poems
Write a poem about the cold. What’s 
the best part of winter weather? Do 
you enjoy cold weather or do you 
prefer the warmer days of spring?

Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.
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Kepler-16b is a distant planet that exists just outside a Goldilocks zone. 
It was �rst discovered in 2011.

Some scientists have given it the nickname Tatooine, Luke Skywalker’s 
home planet in Star Wars. Why does Kepler-16b remind them of Tatooine? 

Use the secret code!

1=B     2=I     3=N     4=O     5=R     6=S     7=T     8=U     9=W

2 7

4 5 1

7 9 4 6 8 3 6

2 7 6

Standards Link: Language Arts: Students write persuasive 
letters citing evidence.

Make It Better
Newspapers are called watchdogs of the 
community, investigating and reporting on things 
that need changing or improving. Look for an 
article about something that needs to change in 
your community and write a letter to the editor.

Circle all the aliens from the 
planet Zott using these clues: 

Aliens from Zott each have 
at least three eyes, but no more 

than six. They have antennas, 
but never curly or wavy ones. 
Their clothes have stripes, but 

only vertical ones.

A

B

C

D

E

around 45 members. The av-
erage age of members is 58, 
and only a small number of 
members are under 40.

One of the group’s most 
notable programs is the 
dictionary program, which 
gives dictionaries to every 
third-grader in Azle ISD. 
Charter member Ken Haas 
implemented the program 
20 years ago, and Rotarians 
have vowed to continue the 
program after Haas passed 
away earlier this year.

The Rotary Club honors 
select Azle High School stu-
dents throughout the school 
year and awards scholar-
ships to graduating seniors. 

Rotary members meet at 
noon on Thursdays at the 
One Azle Building, 412 
Commerce St., for lunch and 
a special program. Weekly 
meetings are typically only 
one hour.

For more information 
about Rotary Club and how 
to get involved, visit www.
rotary.org/en. 

FRIEND OF YOUTH
The Optimist Club first 

began in 1911 and has con-
tinued to grow to several 
thousand clubs around the 
world. Their primary focus 
is to “bring out the best in 
youth.”

The Optimist Club of Azle 
holds an annual Youth Ap-
preciation Banquet in Janu-
ary, honoring 20 children 
from Azle ISD schools.

Every month, the club 
honors two AHS students 
as their Young Texan and 
Texanne, recognizing their 
achievements in school. 
Scholarships totaling nearly 
$20,000 are given out to 
graduating seniors each year.

The club contributes to an 
AISD program that provides 
weekend meals and snacks 
to students to ensure their 
nutritional needs are met.

The annual Penny Race 
fundraiser encourages stu-
dents to bring their spare 
“pennies” in to raise money 
for the programs provided 

by the Optimist Club of 
Azle, including the food 
backpacks.

The club has maintained 
a steady membership of 
around 30 members with 
ages ranging from 30-60. 
Members can expect to 
commit to a few hours each 
month for meetings, fund-
raisers and other programs, 
and elected officers and 
board members meet for two 
hours each month.

Members meet at 6:30 
a.m. every Friday at Moe’s 
Café at 316 W. Main Street 
for breakfast, interesting 
programs and “good fellow-
ship with your friends and 
neighbors.”

For more information on 
the club and to find out how 
to become a member, visit 
www.azleoptimist.org. 

WE SERVE
“Lions Clubs around the 

world strive to be a leader in 
community and humanitar-
ian service,” said currently 
Lions Club president Cur-
ren McLane. “This is done 
through volunteer work, di-
saster relief, improving the 
health and well-being of our 
communities and more.”

The Azle Lions Club pri-
marily serves the children of 
Azle through different pro-
grams, including the annual 
Back the Pack program.

“Each fall, we purchase 
school supplies in bulk at 
wholesale prices and fill 
backpacks with supplies ac-
cording to each Azle school 
supply list,” McLane said. 
“We then sell the backpacks 
at a much cheaper rate than 
one would be able to pay 
if they bought the supplies 
themselves.”

The club also provides 
backpacks full of supplies 
for AISD students who can-
not afford to purchase their 
own.

The Lions Club hosts the 
Angel Tree program each 
Christmas, this year ensur-
ing that more than 650 chil-
dren in Azle had Christmas 

gifts.
The club partners with Es-

silor Vision Foundation to 
help provide free eye exams 
and glasses to area children 
as well.

Annual golf tournaments 
and pancake breakfasts are 
a couple of the fundraisers 
that Lions Club hosts to help 
fund their projects. 

Members of the Lions 
Club range in age from 30-
70 and they have maintained 

a steady membership of 
around 30 members.

Meetings for the Lions 
Club take place at 6:30 p.m. 
on the second Tuesday of 
the month at the One Azle 
Building.

There are no meeting at-
tendance requirements, so 
members who cannot at-
tend evening meetings are 
encouraged to give their 
time during fundraisers and 
events to help support the 

club.
For more information 

about Lions Club, visit 
www.lionsclub.org/en. 

McLane is one of the 
younger members of Lions 
Club, so she shared her feel-
ings about the importance of 
being an active member of 
civic organizations in Azle.

“Any organization that has 
participation from people 
with a variety of ages, back-
ground and skills will have a 

better chance of thriving and 
coming up with fresh ideas,” 
she said.

“It’s so important for the 
younger generation to start 
playing a role in our com-
munity so that it continues 
to thrive and is the best pos-
sible place in which people 
can live and work. … I en-
courage all young adults to 
find out what matters most 
to them and find a way they 
can make a difference.”

CIVIC CLUBS, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1A.

Azle Rotary Club honors AHS students every month during the school year.� Photo by Jessica McKinney

Optimist Club of Azle recognizes two students from Azle High School during their Friday meeings.� Photo by Jessica McKinney
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Elaina Conner wanted 
to try something new after 
she left middle school and 
began attending Azle High 
School this year as a fresh-
man.

“I played basketball in 
seventh grade and eighth 
grade but decided I needed 
a change of scenery,” she 
said.

She can’t specify what 
motivated her exactly to 
quit playing.

“I just needed a change,” 
she said.

Over the summer, she 
thought about what she 
wanted to do next and came 
up with an idea. Now, she 
hangs out on the hardwood 
court like before but no lon-
ger wears a basketball uni-
form.

“I decided to come and 
try athletic training in-
stead,” she said.

Conner sits at the end of 
the bench and makes sure 
water bottles are filled with 
chilled water for the girls 

Azle High School senior 
Caleb Smith expects to be 
barreling along railroad 
tracks one day, seeing the 
world from inside a steel 
horse.

“It’s what I wanted to do 
my entire life,” he said. “I 
am hoping to become an en-

Zane Bell landed on the 
hardwood court with a thud 
after colliding with a Deca-
tur player during an action-
packed basketball game on 
Dec. 21 in Springtown. 

The senior jumped back 
to his feet to run down the 

Springtown’s Zane Bell logs plenty of assists 
on basketball court – and at Brookshire’s

BY JEFF PRINCE 
jeff@azlenews.net

BY JEFF PRINCE 
jeff@azlenews.net

BY JEFF PRINCE 
jeff@azlenews.net

court but was limping. He 
persevered and began guard-
ing an opponent with inten-
sity.

A few moments later, the 
Decatur coach called a time-
out. Bell showed signs of 
limping again as he strode 
toward the sideline.

Bell played through the 
pain that night and worked 

through the pain the next 
day at Brookshire’s gro-
cery store, where he stocks 
shelves and bags groceries 
and carts them to the park-
ing lot for customers.

He has a little saying that 
describes a senior year jam-
packed with school, sports 
and work: “All day, every 
day,” he said with a smile.

Here’s an example of a 
recent weekend: Bell played 
a grueling, two-hour bas-
ketball game on Friday 
night, rose early Saturday 
for 9 a.m. practice, drove 
to Brookshire’s after lunch 
and worked a full shift and 
returned to the grocery store 
on Sunday for another shift. 
On Monday morning, it was 

back to school and practice.
Bell has attended Spring-

town public schools his 
whole life and began play-
ing basketball in elementary 
school.

Brookshire’s has stores in 
Azle and Springtown. About 
six months ago, Bell began 
working at the Azle location.

“I live a little closer to this SEE BELL, PAGE 3B.

Azle’s Caleb Smith blows trombone 
on way to railroad career

one,” he said.
Last summer, Bell worked 

at an Azle fast food restau-
rant but wasn’t thrilled about 
the gig. This year, he applied 
at Brookshire’s and found a 
better match. He stocks gro-
ceries on shelves and sacks 
them for customers.

gineer.”
Trains inspire him.
“I’ve had a fascination 

with them - just moving so 
much weight and having so 
much power at your con-
trol,” he said.

A guy can’t ride the rails 
24-7. Smith will rely on oth-
er activities to make up his 
life, and one of those things 
will include blasting out 

notes on a bass trombone. 
He began playing the instru-
ment in eighth grade at the 
suggestion of a teacher.

“I fell in love with it,” he 
said.

He has stuck with it for 
five years and become so 
adept that he won second-
chair status at the region-

Freshman enjoys transition 
from player to trainer

SEE SMITH, PAGE 2B.SEE CONNER, PAGE 3B.

Zane Bell, known for his high-energy playing style, drives hard for a basket.� Photo by Jeff Prince

Caleb Smith hopes to make All-State in band this year.� Photo by Jeff Prince

Elaina Conner fills up a water bottle before a recent game.�  
� Photo by Jeff Prince
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al band competition on 
Dec. 11. Clark and Henry 
Lalonde qualified to com-
pete at the area contest Jan. 
8 in Coppell. The top play-
ers at regional will qualify 
to play at the All-State con-
cert Feb. 12 in San Anto-
nio.

Bass trombone sounds like 
a regular trombone but with 
a lower tone. One of Smith’s 
bandmates, Ryan Wright, 
plays regular trombone and 
credits Smith’s deep notes 
with enhancing the music’s 
bottom end.

“He is a phenomenal play-
er,” Wright said. “We rely on 
him so much for all of our 
bass notes.”

Smith loves playing his 
instrument, and it shows in 
his performances, Wright 
said.

“He has worked very 
hard,” Wright said. “He has 
put in so many hours to be 
where he’s at with this re-
gional music. He studied 
three pieces of music for 
three months, and every 
single day he was in a lesson 
room practicing it.”

Earning second chair is 
“insanely good,” Wright 
said. “We are all so happy 
for him. It’s a really great 
thing that he’s made this.”

Smith wasn’t expecting 
to qualify for area. He was 
nervous when he entered the 
regional audition room but 
collected himself quickly 
and settled into a peaceful 
musical groove.

“I surprised myself,” he 
said. “Once I got to the 
room, I kind of just calmed 
down more than usual. I 

thought I’d be nervous, but 
it just kind of came out.”

Azle’s coordinator of per-
forming arts, Aaron Martin, 
said Smith practiced dili-
gently to improve his skills.

“He is a wonderful young 
man that works super hard 
and has made incredible 
strides in the last year,” the 
director said.

In December, Smith and 
Wright stood side by side at 
the high school, performing 
Christmas songs with the 
Azle Jazz Orchestra. The 
group is composed of some 
of the district’s most talent-
ed  students, who pass audi-
tions to become members. 
The purpose of the orchestra 
is to develop students’ po-
tential and foster an appre-
ciation for an American art 
form – jazz.

Before long, Smith will 
graduate high school and 
establish his railroad ca-
reer and, in time, a fam-
ily, he said. The trombone 
will move further down his 
priority list but remain a 
hobby.

“I definitely want to do 
this on my own time when 
I can and make some extra 
bucks where I could,” he 
said.

Train driving and trom-
bone playing will most like-
ly occur outside of Azle. Af-
ter living here his whole life, 
Smith is ready to breathe 
new air.

“I do plan to move away, 
see some different stuff, ex-
perience new things,” he 
said. “It’s definitely a little 
scary, but I just feel ready to 
move on.”

Smith, Lalonde and Wright 
are part of a growing num-
ber of students finding suc-
cess in band. At the regional 
contest, 11 band members 
earned spots in the Regional 
5A Band, and three younger 
students earned spots in the 
5A/6A ninth grade band.

“This is the largest num-
ber of students that we have 
had make the region band 
in quite a while,” Martin 
said. “The students that au-
ditioned, whether they made 
the bands or not, are leaders 
within our band program, 
and they are leading our pro-
gram in the right way. Thank 
you for your hard work. We 
are very proud of you all.”

Students qualifying to par-
ticipate in the 5A Region 30 
Band clinic and concert in-
clude:

Alyssa Quick, eighth chair
Henry Lalonde, first chair 

(area qualifier)
Nathan Quick, 11th chair
Kayla Cockerline, 17th 

chair
Natalie Cain, third chair
Holt Lee, third chair
Andrew Roecker, fifth 

chair
Caleb Smith, second chair 

(area qualifier)
Jhonathan Carmane, sixth 

chair
Kylin Crofford, sixth chair
Isaiah Davidson, 15th 

chair
5A/6A Ninth Grade Re-

gion 30 Band
Jocelyn Olund, third chair
Isaac Lalonde, third chair
Eyvinder LeFever, fifth 

chair

Caleb Smith plays bass trombone at the recent Sounds of the Season performance by the Azle Jazz Orchestra. Ryan Wright is standing next to Smith.� Photo by Jeff Prince
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“I love this job,” he said.
His supervisors make the 

job enjoyable.
“When you go to jobs, you 

hear, ‘Oh, the managers are 
really cruel’ and stuff, but 
here I really like them,” Bell 
said. “They help you. They 
don’t just tell you what to 
do. They do it with you. We 
get done faster.”

The brass appears to hold 
Bell in similar regard.

“He’s very helpful,” said 
Joanna Childers, a customer 
experience team leader at 
the store. “He does his job 
and is polite to everybody. 
He is just an awesome per-
son. Very smart.”

Bell’s favorite part of the 
job is “interacting with the 
people.” Brookshire’s pro-

BELL, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1B.

vides free grocery carry-
outs, and part of Bell’s time 
is spent in three-minute con-
versations about weather 
and whatnot with customers 
on the way to the parking lot.

He will graduate from 
high school soon but hasn’t 
solidified plans for after-
ward. The kid is enmeshed 
totally in the present.

“I’m kind of worried 
about the season right now,” 
he said.

The Porcupines at the 
Christmas break are 6-8 
overall and 0-1 in district 
competition. Bell has estab-
lished himself as a depend-
able shooter and passer and 
plays with fire and fury.

He plans to attend college 
and hopes his basketball 

skills help pay the way, al-
though he is uncertain about 
where or when he will go. If 
he receives no scholarship 
offers, he will try out for the 
basketball team at whatever 
college he attends, he said.

Any more than that about 
his future, he isn’t certain. The 
world changed during his last 
two years at high school, and 
he plans to tackle it with the 
same determination he brings 
to sinking baskets and stocking 
produce. 

“It’s a lot different from, 
like, two years ago,” he said, 
referring to a pre-pandemic 
era. “When somebody grad-
uated, they could get any job 
they want. It’s going to be a 
little more difficult to get a 
job.”

Zane Bell ignores a sore ankle and listens to his coach during a timeout.� Photos by Jeff Prince

during breaks. Her duties 
include wrapping ankles, 
cleaning up messes and do-
ing whatever needs doing.

“I help all the girls,” Con-
ner said. “I wrap anything 
whenever they are hurt. I 
hand out water bottles.”

Head coach Mitzi Mar-
quart said the team benefits 
from Conner’s diligence.

“Elaina has done a great 
job for us and always with a 
smile on her face,” Marquart 
said. “She is willing to step 
up and help us anywhere 
needed. We are excited she 
has joined us.”

Conner attends practices 
and games like before but 
feels more useful in her new 
role than when she was a 
player.

“You are not always guar-
anteed that you can actu-
ally play, but with training, 
you’re guaranteed that you 
can actually help out,” she 
said. “I make sure all the 
girls stay hydrated because 
some of them don’t bring 
their own water bottles.”

She misses playing but 
plans to stay on the bench 
as a trainer. She would like 
to continue being a student 
trainer for her remaining 
three years at high school.

“I really like the people 
that I work with, and I like 
helping out,” she said. “I’ve 
always liked helping out.”

Her decision to switch 
from player to trainer might 

CONNER, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1B.

create a lasting impact on 
her life.

“I would like to go into 
training when I’m older,” 
she said. “Choosing this 

would be helping me get 
onto a career path. I can’t 
really explain it. I just really 
like doing it. I have a good 
time.”

Packed up and ready to hydrate!� Photo by Jeff Prince

Game Faces
AZLE

Azle Rowdies raise school spirit and get the students cheering at games. 
Top, Emelia Bazan, middle, Rowdies senior captain Micah Cook, and bottom is Josh Leonard.
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Game Faces
AZLE

From left to right: Brittany Cato, Vielka Gonzalez, and Mitzi Marquart.

From left to right: Karlee Locke, Mia Carrazales, and Brittany Cato

Kendall Locke Summer Finney� Photos by Jeff  Prince
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Call 
817-270-3340

Call Call 
817-270-3340817-270-3340

Help readers find 
your Business.

Rodney Gatlin, D.C.
400 Boyd Court

817-
444-HELP (4357)

AZLE

Celebrating over 25 years in business

www.azlechiropractic.com

A RETIREMENT AND ASSISTED LIVING COMMUNITY

113 Denver Trail • Azle 
817-444-3249    Fax 817-444-3275

www.eaglecrestvilla.com
STUDIO - 1 bath , 350 sq. ft.

ONE BEDROOM - 1 bath, 450 sq. ft
TWO BEDROOM - 1 bath, 642 sq. ft.

Joe Rider
Propane, Inc.

PROPANE
TANKS

817-237-3325

SECURITY LIGHTS
Office next door at
Trinity Commerical 

Contractors

817-444-8885
200 Walnut Creek Ave.

TRINITY SELF 
STORAGE

SECURITY GATE 24 HOUR ACCESS

RV, Trailer 
& Boat

45 Years of Quality
ISO 9001:2001 Compliant           	Phone 817-444-2533
Check us out on our web site	 B.J. Clark
www.clarksmachine.com    	  bjc@clarksmachine.com 

“Serving Azle & The 
Community Since 1986“

113 SPEER ST
817-444-4920

Thank you for your support!

CLEANERS

Clarks Precision Machine & Tool 
636 Profit St., Azle, TxC P M T

HILLTOP FAMILY CHURCH

“Caring about what Jesus
cares about... You!”

1227 Old Cottondale • 817-220-7177
140 W. MAIN ST.

817-444-4613

Compliments of

Rural Gas Supply
P R O P A N E

“In business since 1946”

Your Ad Here!

Call Johnna to reserve this space.

817-270-3340

APOSTOLIC 
CORNERSTONE APOSTOLIC 
CHURCH 
1801 FM 730 N., Azle 
817-400-0612

HARVEST TIME APOSTOLIC 
1 Block N. FM 2048 in Keeter 
817-433-8220

ASSEMBLY OF GOD 
FIRST ASSEMBLY OF GOD 
1020 S.E. Pkwy, Azle 
817-237-4903

FELLOWSHIP OF LAKE WORTH 
4024 Dakota Trail, Lake Worth 
817-237-9433

NEW BEGINNINGS CHURCH 
810 Goshen Rd, Springtown 
817-523-4462 

LEGACY CHURCH 
Hwy. 199 W. at FM 2257, Azle  
817-221-2983 / 817-221-5760

VICTORY CHRISTIAN CENTER 
737 Boyd Rd., Azle 
817-444-LOVE

BAPTIST 
ASH CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH 
300 South Stewart, Azle 
817-444-3219

AGNES INDEPENDENT BAPTIST 
350 Agnes N., Springtown  
817-523-7271

BETHEL MISSIONARY BAPTIST  
408 S. Ash St., Springtown 
817-220-4238

AZLE AVENUE BAPTIST 
2901 Azle Ave., Fort Worth 
817- 626-5556

BRIAR FIRST BAPTIST 
West of FM 730 N. at sign, Briar 
817- 444-3484

CALVARY HEIGHTS BAPTIST 
1 block off Hwy. 199, 
east of David’s Patio, 
Springtown, 817-221-2241

CENTRAL BAPTIST 
4290 Old Agnes Road 
817-594-5918

CHURCH ON THE HILL 
836 NW Parkway, Azle 
817-444-3752

CHRISTWAY BAPTIST 
7673 West Hwy. 199, Agnes 
817-220-9133 or 817-220-3581

CLEAR FORK BAPTIST 
Corner of FM 730 & Ragle Rd., 
Weatherford, 817-594-1154

EAGLE MOUNTAIN BAPTIST 
8780 Eagle Mtn. Circle, Azle 
817-237-4135

FIRST BAPTIST 
CHURCH OF AZLE 
1017 Boyd Road 
817-444-4828

FIRST BAPTIST CASTLE HILLS 
401 Beverly Rd., Azle 
817-797-4706

FIRST BAPTIST LAKE WORTH 
700 Charbonneau Tr., 
west side of Effie Morris Elementary 
817-237-2624

FIRST BAPTIST LAKESIDE 
8801 Jacksboro Hwy., Lakeside 
817-237-8113

FIRST BAPTIST BRIAR 
6 miles N. of Azle on FM 730 
817-444-3484

FIRST BAPTIST COTTONDALE 
1 block N. of FM 2123, Cottondale 
940-433-5539

FIRST BAPTIST PEASTER 
FM 920 in Peaster 
817-596-8805

FIRST BAPTIST POOLVILLE 
1 block W. of FM 920, Poolville 
817-594-3916

FIRST BAPTIST SPRINGTOWN 
5th & Main Street, Springtown 
817-523-7011

FRIENDSHIP BAPTIST 
801 Friendship Rd., 9½ miles S. of 
Springtown off Hwy. 51 S. 
817-594-5940 or 817-599-4917

FUNDAMENTAL BAPTIST 
5th & Main in Springtown 
817-523-5477

GRACE BAPTIST 
3 miles N. of Springtown on Hwy. 
51 across from Radio Tower

GRACE POINTE CHURCH 
4110 E. Hwy. 199, Springtown 
817-221-5683

HERITAGE BAPTIST CHURCH 
3577 FM 51 N., Weatherford 
817-564-3946

IGLESIA BAUTISTA 
Nueva Jerusalen 
6640 Midway Rd., Springtown 
817-694-0444 

INDIAN OAKS PRIMITIVE 
BAPTIST CHURCH 
3229 Shawnee Trail, Lake Worth 
817-237-8441

LAKE WORTH BAPTIST 
4445 Hodgkins, Lake Worth 
817-237-4163

METROPOLITAN BAPTIST 
6051 Azle Ave., Fort Worth 
817-237-2201

NEW HOPE BAPTIST 
782 New Hope Rd., Reno area 
817-221-2184

NORTHWEST BAPTIST 
5500 Boat Club Rd., Lake Worth 
817-237-6063 or 817-270-8476

SILVER CREEK BAPTIST 
730 S. & Veal Station Rd., Azle 
817-444-2325

NEW BEGINNINGS 
BAPTIST CHURCH 
3605 Jacksboro Hwy., Azle 
817-707-2741

PLEASANT GROVE BAPTIST 
FM 2048 and CR 4677, Boyd 
940-433-5477

PRIMERA IGLESIA BAUTISTA 
300 S. Stewart, Azle 
817-500-3641

SPRINGTOWN 
BAPTIST TEMPLE 
201 J. E. Woody Rd., Springtown 
817-523-0376

UNION BAPTIST CHURCH 
3451 Sarra Lane, Springtown 
682-333-1645

WALNUT CREEK BAPTIST 
220 W. Reno Rd. in Reno 
817-221-2110

BIBLE 
COMMUNITY BIBLE 
FELLOWSHIP 
1405 Reynolds Rd., Reno 
817-444-7117

NORTHWEST BIBLE CHURCH 
5025 Jacksboro Hwy., Fort Worth 
817-624-2111

SOLID ROCK BIBLE CHURCH 
591 S. Reno Rd., Springtown 
817-221-3444

CATHOLIC 
HOLY TRINITY CATHOLIC 
800 High Crest Dr., Azle 
817-444-3063

CHRISTIAN 
THE CHURCH AT AZLE 
1801 S. Stewart, Azle 
817-444-9973

AZLE CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP 
35 West Forty Estates., Azle 
817-688-3339

GREATER VISION FELLOWSHIP 
1801 S. Stewart St., Azle 
817-825-0485

THE ABBEY CHURCH 
10400 Jacksboro Hwy., Azle 
817-238-1404

CROSSING FELLOWSHIP 
120 E. Main St., Azle 
817-406-4577

CHURCH OF CHRIST
AZLE CHURCH of CHRIST 
336 NW Parkway 
817-444-3268

BRIAR CHURCH of CHRIST 
109 W.N. Woody Rd. 
(½ block west of FM 730 N. in Briar) 
817-444-7102

MIDWAY CHURCH of CHRIST 
6400 Midway Rd. 
817-221-2107 

NEWSOME MOUND ROAD 
CHURCH of CHRIST 
1460 Newsome Mound Rd. 
817-677-3290

NORTHWEST 
CHURCH of CHRIST 
6059 Azle Ave., Fort Worth 
817-237-1205

POOLVILLE CHURCH of CHRIST 
West of FM 920 in Poolville 
817-594-4182

SOUTHSIDE 
CHURCH of CHRIST 
130 W. Bradshaw Lane, Springtown 
817-221-2799

SPRINGTOWN 
CHURCH of CHRIST 
Just west of Hwy. 51 North 
817-523-4419

TRI-COUNTY 
CHURCH of CHRIST 
525 Hwy. 199 W., Springtown 
817-980-8156

CHURCH OF GOD 
ABUNDANT LIFE 
CHURCH of GOD 
4800 East Hwy. 199, Suite 7 
Springtown, 817-677-3208

LAKESIDE CHURCH OF GOD 
THE WORD@LAKESIDE 
9396 Confederate Park Rd. 
(FM 1886) 
817-237-5500

DISCIPLES OF CHRIST
AZLE CHRISTIAN 
117 Church St., Azle 
817-444-3527

CENTRAL CHRISTIAN 
1602 S. Main St., Weatherford 
817-594-3043

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
4th & Main, Paradise

EPISCOPAL 
ST. ANNE’S 
ANGLICAN EPISCOPAL 
6055 Azle Ave., Fort Worth 
817-237-1888

PROVIDENCE REFORMED 
EPISCOPAL 
405 Bowie Dr., Weatherford  
817-596-7476

ST. ELISABETH EPISCOPAL  
5910 Black Oak Lane, River Oaks 
817-739-0504

GOSPEL 
CENTRAL FULL GOSPEL  
FELLOWSHIP 
3009 Delaware Tr., Lake Worth 
817-237-7919

JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES 
KINGDOM HALL OF  
JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES 
212 Pearson Lane, Azle 
817-221-2242

LUTHERAN 
THE EDGE CHURCH - AZLE 
1313 SE Parkway, Azle 
817-237-4822

HOPE LUTHERAN (ELCA) 
4795 Hwy. 199, Reno 
817-221-HOPE

METHODIST 
BOYD UNITED METHODIST 
FM 730 North in Boyd 
940-433-5334

FIRST UNITED METHODIST 
200 Church St., Azle 
817-444-3323

LIGHTHOUSE FELLOWSHIP 
7200 Robertson Rd., Fort Worth 
817-237-2758

SILVER CREEK  
UNITED METHODIST 
2200 Church Rd., Azle 
817-444-1382

FIRST UNITED METHODIST 
Hwy. 51 N & 3rd Street, Springtown 
817-523-7874

GARVIN UNITED METHODIST 
3 miles West of Boyd on C.R. 4699

POOLVILLE UNITED METHODIST 
1 block W. of FM 920 
(behind Poolville Post Office) 
817-599-3601

THE CHURCH OF JESUS
CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY  SAINTS 
(THE MORMONS) 

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS 
1010 Timberoaks, Azle 
817-237-5075
PENTECOSTAL
GRACE CHAPEL UNITED 
PENTECOSTAL CHURCH 
3508 Shawnee Trail, Lake Worth 
817- 237-4844
PRESBYTERIAN
GRACE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
606 Mockingbird Lane, Weatherford 
817-594-2744
ORTHODOX PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH OF FORT WORTH 
Meeting at Northwest YMCA  
5315 Boat Club Road, Fort Worth 
817-989-9800
ORTHODOX   
ARCHANGEL GABRIEL 
ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
1157 S. E.  Parkway (Jacksboro 
Highway), Azle 
817-752-8255
OTHER 
ALIENTO DE DIOS 
2233 E. Hwy 199, Springtown 
817-521-4694 
BETTER LIFE COMMUNITY CHURCH 
3131 E. Hwy 199, Spt 
817-677-2300 
CORNERSTONE 
COMMUNITY CHURCH 
2233 Hwy 199 East, Springtown 
817-221-LIFE (5433)
FAMILY CHURCH 
9 miles S. of Springtown on Hwy. 51 
817-599-7655
GRACE FELLOWSHIP CHURCH 
2964 W. Hwy 114, Paradise 
940-969-2427
HILLTOP FAMILY CHURCH 
1227 Old Cottondale Road, 
Springtown, 817-220-7177
THE HOUSE OF PRAYER 
1356 Reno Rd., Springtown 
817-221-2551
POWERHOUSE 
OF PRAISE CHURCH 
1649 S.E. Parkway, Azle 
817-319-7364
BRANDED CROSS 
COWBOY CHURCH 
3282 FM 2048, Boyd 76023 
817-755-7021
SECRET PLACE MINISTRIES 
112 Optimist Rd., Springtown 
682-229-1433
GOSPEL GATHERING FELLOWSHIP 
7315 Silver Creek Rd 
at Flatrock Rd, Azle 
817-313-1793
LIGHTHOUSE CHURCH 
6409 FM 730 S., Azle 
817-444-4311
LIGHTHOUSE HARBOR CHURCH 
1960 Long Circle, Pelican Bay 
817-444-3547
NEW LIGHTED WAY 
624 Harbor Dr. Circle, Azle 
817-444-1577
NORTHWEST TEMPLE OF PRAISE 
6781 Jacksboro Hwy., Lake Worth
PRECIOUS FAITH 
TEMPLE CHURCH 
8601 Hwy. 199 @ Vance Godbey’s
THE HOUSE OF PRAYER 
1356 Reno Rd., Springtown 
817-221-2551
THE RANCH COWBOY 
COUNTRY CHURCH 
14600 FM 730 North, Azle (Briar) 
817-909-5627

REAL FAMILY FELLOWSHIP 
202 Pearson Lane, Azle 
817-677-5963
SOULS HARBOR 
11701 Jacksboro Hwy., Azle 
817-726-2065
WESTERN HARVEST 
FELLOWSHIP CENTER 
6577 Old Springtown Rd., 
Weatherford 
817-523-2855 or 817-995-9087
SHEPHERD’S HEART CHURCH 
14435 FM 730 N • Azle 
817-444-7777
WESTERN STAR COWBOY CHURCH 
790 CR 3696 • Paradise 76073 
817-688-6887

Your Ad

1825 W. Hwy. 199   Springtown, TX 76082

 817-220-4506

TACLA014745E RRC#11349

Call Johnna to reserve this space.Call Johnna to reserve this space.

  
                    noticed!noticed!  

youryour  businessbusiness
GetGet

817-270-3340817-270-3340

Place your ad here!

Call 
817-270-3340

Call Johnna for details TODAY 

817-270-3340

817-270-3340 or 817-220-7217

Advertise Your 
Business With Us

and maximise your visibility!
Contact us about advertising solutions.

817-270-3340
817-220-7217

WHAT’S HAPPENING  WHAT’S HAPPENING  
IN YOUR HOMETOWN?IN YOUR HOMETOWN?

Subscribe today to keep up-to-date. 
Azle News: 817-270-3340

Springtown Epigraph: 817-220-7217

This devotional and directory is made possible by these businesses who encourage all of us to attend worship services.

Want readers to Want readers to 

FIND
	   YOU?

Place your ad 
here today! 
817-270-3340 

or 817-220-7217

817-270-3340

Call Johnna 
for details 

 

AzleNews.net

Springtown-Epigraph.net

$�40 
IN-COUNTY 
Tarrant, Parker & Wise only

$�36.50 
SENIOR CITIZEN 
60 Years and Older 
Tarrant, Parker & Wise only

$�46.50 
OUT OF COUNTY

$�25 
ONLINE

Pick your subscription:

Subscribe!

Azle News 817-270-3340
Springtown Epigraph 817-220-7217

J&E
AIR CONDITIONING
& HEATING

DEVOTIONAL PAGE



CLASSIFIEDS

Ad Classifications

Reach more than 8,000 households with combo 
advertising in the Azle News and the Springtown Epigraph.

Nobody does it better!

  CLASSIFIED 
AD DEADLINE:  

MONDAY BY 4:30 P.M. 
Most ads require payment in 
advance, but we do accept VISA,  
MASTERCARD, DISCOVER OR 
AMERICAN EXPRESS by phone.

CLASSIFIED 817-270-3340 - Azle - classified@azlenews.net
817-220-7217 - Springtown - shirley@springtown-epigraph.net

1. .. Air Condition/Heating
2. ........................Antiques
3...................... Appliances
4............Appliance Repair
5.......................Arts/Crafts
6............... Asphalt Paving
7..........................Auctions
8..................Autos, Trucks
9....... Auto Repair Service
10...........Backhoe Service
11................ Boats, Motors
12.................Bookkeeping
13....................... Business 

Opportunity
14.......... Campers/Trailers
15.............Carports/Patios
16.........Equipment Repair
17.............. Carpet Service
18 ........................Catering
19................ Cement Work
20.....................Demolition
21..................... Child Care
22..................... Cosmetics
23.....Computers/Services

24..................... Electrician
25................. Equipment & 
                         Tool Rental
26 ................... Excavating
27............... Exterminating
28 .......... Farm Equipment
29 .........................Fencing
30 ...................... Firewood
31 ...............................Free
32 ........................ For Sale
33 .......................Furniture
34....................... Garage & 
                       Estate Sales
35 ....Garden/Mowing Svc
36.......................... Hauling
37.................................Hay
38...............Health/Fitness
39 .................Help Wanted
40 .....Home Improvement
41 ............House Leveling
42............ House Cleaning
43..........................Hunting
44..........Janitorial Service
45................... Job Wanted

46............. Looking to Buy
47................ Lost & Found
48... Maintenance/Repairs
49..... Masonry/Stonework
50... Mobile Home Service
51.................. Motorcycles
52...........................Movers
53.....Musical Instruments
54..............Music Lessons
55...............Miscellaneous
56. Party Planning/Events
57.............. Pets/Livestock
58................Piano Service
59..................Pool Service
60..................Professional 

Services
61........................ Personal
62.......................Plumbing
63.................Public Notice
64................. Photography
65..........................Printing
66..........................Roofing
67...................... Recycling
68..........................Storage

69.................. Sand/Gravel
70..................Septic Tanks
71.......Sewing/Alterations
72...............Sewer Service
73........................TV/Radio
74............. Tractor Service
75.....................Upholstery
76......... Vacuum Cleaners
77...........................Wanted
78...................Well Drilling
79..........................Welding
80.................Lots/Acreage
81.....................Business & 

Commercial Property
82.................RV’s for Rent
83............ Houses for Sale
84................Mobile Homes  

for Rent
85................Mobile Homes  

for Sale
86...... Mobile Home/RV Lots
87.............Rent Furnished
88......... Rent Unfurnished
89 ............ Wanted to Rent

RATES
16 Words or Less:

Combo (Azle & Springtown)
Only $10.00 per week!

Over 16 words, add 20 cents per word

Extras such as Bold, Center & Border 
are available for a small fee

Classified boxed display ads also 
available for $9.00 per column inch

(All ads must be paid in advance unless 
you have previously established credit)
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 006           Asphalt Paving

 

 008             Autos, Trucks

1958 MGA Roadster, MUCH 
MODIFIED. 302 Boss Ford, 4 
speed, Complete Corvette rear 
suspension, Camaro discs, front. 
$14,000/OBO. 817-270-0647.

1994 Jaguar XJS convertible, 2 
plus 2, 6.0 Liter, fully refurbished, 
$20,000. Has wire & honeycomb 
rims with spare parts. 817-677-
3149.

 009  Auto Repair Service

 014 Campers & Trailers

2012 Sabre Forrest River RV for 
Sale. Very nice, with 3 slideouts, 
fireplace, 2 AC units, etc. $16,500 
cash/OBO. Larry 817-319-7874.

 019            Cement Work

Allen Chesney Concrete
All Types of Concrete Work

Residential - Commercial
Foundations, driveways, 
sand, gravel, demolition, 
haul-off, retaining walls

817-271-4541

Concrete Services, Patios, 
Driveways, Sidewalks, Retaining 
Walls, Foundations, Stone Walls. 
Free Estimates. 817-371-8597.

 019           Cement Work

WISE OUTDOOR SOLUTIONS. 
Fall Clean ups, Underbrush 
Removal, Tree Trimming, Stump 
Removal, Animal Burials, Tractor 
Work. 940-399-9616.

 037                            Hay

Large bales Coastal hay. 
Poolville, $45; Springtown, $50. 
Mike 817-925-3673.

 039             Help Wanted
MAINSTREAM (group home 
for adults with developmental 
disabilities) is hiring part-time 
Direct Contact Staff for 17-hour 
weekday shifts (2nd & 3rd shifts) 
or 24-hour weekend shifts. Paid 
training, starting pay is $7.75 
hourly. Good potential for full-
time employment. Call 817-270-
2747, Monday-Friday, 9A-3P.

Springtown ISD is accepting 
applications for Bus Drivers and 
Monitors. Training available. 
Contact the Transportation Dept. 
817-220-1418.

MOTEL 6. Help wanted for full-
time Housekeeping. 817-270-
4207.

Auto Techs and Transmission 
R&R Men, Top Pay for Top Skills. 
Call or come by 201 E. Hwy 
199, Springtown, 682-615-7250. 
Rainwater Transmission & Auto 
Repair.

Full-time Office Help needed 
M-F at local house and building 
moving company. Must be 
computer literate and have good 
customer service background. 
Highway over-sized load 
permitting experience is a plus. 
No felonies and must have 
transporation. Apply at Just Right 
House Movers, LLC, 14400 FM 
730 N., Azle. 817-444-6516.

BULLDAWG ELECTRIC CO. 
All types of electrical services 
and MH hook-ups. 
Free Estimates. 817-675-4921
www.bulldawgelectric.com. 
TECL#25253.

 026                 Excavating

 029                      Fencing
BOBBY’S FENCE. All types, 
Free Estimates, Over 26 years 
experience. 817-444-3213.

KILEY CHESNEY
CONSTRUCTION

All Types Fences - Tractor Work
817-846-6645

030                     Firewood
LEON’S TREE SERVICE. Split 
Oak and Pecan wood. Pickup or 
delivery. 817-371-8597.

 032                      For Sale

ZBrother used Embroidery 
Machine with Disney features, 
plue extras, PE170D $250/obo; 
Teeter Inversion table $200/obo 
682-229-8528

 035   -Garden/Mowing Service

BYRUM CONSTRUCTION
Asphalt Paving

•Driveways •Parking Lots
•Asphalt Repairs & Sealcoating

•Asphalt Millings •Gravel
Bruce Byrum         817-690-2429Azle, Texas

Rainwater’s 
Transmission & Auto Repair

201 E. Hwy. 199, Springtown 
682-615-7250

TRANSMISSION • BRAKES 
A/C • ENGINE SERVICE

LOCALLY 
& FAMILY 
OWNED!

Kiley Chesney Construction
Dirt & Concrete Work

Kiley Chesney, Owner
Springtown, TX • Mobile 817-846-6645

Driveways • House Slabs • Garages • Add-ons 
Small Land Clean-ups • Gravel Driveways

MCNEELY’S 
DEMOLITION & 

CLEAN UP SERVICE
We Create Vacancy

FREE ESTIMATES
817-996-7887

253 Eagles Way, Springtown

•Tear Down 
•Removal 
•Haul Off 
•Mobile
    Homes
•Garages

•Barns 
•Houses
•Bobcat 
    Service
•Dirt/Gravel
    Spreading

817-523-7248 • 817-239-6215

ALL TYPES OF EXCAVATING
Tanks • House Pads • Clearing

Also ..
Sand • Top Soil • Gravel

REED EXCAVATING
• SITE PREPARATION • GRAVEL ROADS
• LOT CLEARING • PARKING LOTS
• LEVELING • DEMOLITION
• FINAL GRADE • STOCK TANKS
• LAND EROSION

Dump Truck Hauling   817-919-3696

Chad’s Tree
Service

Trimming • Removals • Stump Grinding
Systemic Feeding • Brush Chipping • Cable Bracing

817-221-2201 • 817-246-5943
Insured for your protection

FREE
ESTIMATES

STUMP GRINDING
Don’t dig it! Grind it!
1 or 100 - We can do it.
$85 minimum within 5 mi.

817-237-5592

Serving 
Our 

Community 
Since 2007

Contact Robert
817-304-3677

• Lawn Care Maintenance
• Landscaping
• Sod Installs
• Tree Trimming
• Custom Christmas Lights

LEON’S TREE SERVICE
Expert take downs 

Stump Grinding
Residential/Commerical

Licensed & Insured • Free Estimates 
817-371-8597

SPRIGGING

COASTAL OR 
TIFTON

940-229-1045 
or 940-229-1046

5 COUNTIES:
Jack, Wise, Tarrant, 
Parker, Montague

SPRIGGING

52 years Experience

Wise 
Ready Mix

1349 NW Parkway • Azle

Now Hiring 
Class B-CDL 
Mixer Drivers
• Production & Safety
     Bonuses Paid Monthly
• Employer Matching
     Retirement Plan 
     Available

Apply in person at

WANTED
Property Maintenance

Labor/Person
Gene Thompson & Associates

817-246-4646

Full-time, 2P-10P & 10P-6A 
Shifts, Health, Dental, 

Life Ins & 401K
Apply in person at

113 Denver Trail, Azle.

Now Hiring - New Pay Scale
Personal Care Attendant

New Correctional Officer 
Pay is $15.00 per hour.

Please check the web site for Job Qualifications.
Must have HS Diploma or quivalent, be able to pass a 

drug screen, have a clean background and valid driver’s 
license to be considered for a Correctional Officer.

Apply online at www.mtctrains.com or call 
940-567-2272 and ask for the HR Department.

Lindsey State Jail

Karl Klement Properties, Inc.

For consideration of all positions apply to:
Alyssa Jacobs, Assistant H/R Manager

605 N. Business 287, Suite 102, Decatur, Texas
hr@klementford.com

940-627-6362
We offer Benefits, Paid Holidays, Vacation & Training

Klement Distribution, Inc.
(Hershey Ice Cream Distributor)

Motorcycle Restoration Tech
Restoring Bultacos. Full or Part time hours available.

Maintenance Helpers
Show us you have what it takes! 

On the spot job offers. No experience required.

Service Porter/Make-Ready Associate
Performs duties throughout the service depart-

ment. Must be responsible, dependable and have 
a valid TXDL. Monday through Friday.

Service Advisor
$2,500 Hiring Bonus 

Must be committed to customer satisfaction and 
be honest and dependable. Previous experience 

preferred, but willing to train the right candidate.

Route Driver
$2,500 Hiring Bonus 

No CDL required, but must have valid TXDL 
with acceptable driving record. Monday through 

Friday. Fun work environment! Promote from within 
advancement opportunities. Flexible time-off sched-
ules, often 3-day weekends during summer months.

Body Shop Painter Helper
Assists Body Shop painters and performs other 

duties as needed throughout the Body Shop.
Must be responsible and dependable with a val-
id driver’s license. Monday-Friday work week.

Body Shop Technician
Commission. Must have experience.

Body Shop Porter
Performs duties throughout the Body Shop.
Must be responsible, dependable and have a 
valid TXDL. Monday to Friday work week.

Parts Drivers
Must have valid TXDL with acceptable driving

record. Overtime available and room for ad-
vancement. Monday-Friday work week.

Service Advisor
Seeking to hire an Experienced Service Advisor.  
Must be committed to customer satisfaction and 

be honest and dependable. 
Monday through Friday. No weekends!

020             Demolition

026             Excavating

035                                                     Garden/Mowing Service

039          Help Wanted

Advertising 
Works!

Support Your 
Local 

Businesses
Shop Locally!

039                                                     Help Wanted
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MERRY CHRIISTMAS
AND HAPPY NEW YEAR

FROM BILL ROSSER
PAINTING & REMODELING!
817-304-9974; 866-374-3559

041            House leveling
HOME LEVELING SOLUTIONS. 
Mobile Holmes, Pier and Beams, 
Slabs, Sheds, Rotten Wood 
Replacement. Small Jobs Always 
Welcome. 940-399-9616.

 046         Looking to Buy
Local Man Buying Used 
or Damaged Campers, 
Motorhomes, Farm Equipment, 
Trucks and Trailers, Boats, Golf 
Carts and ATVs. 817-629-7531.

 049 Masonry/Stonework

 052                      Movers
U.S. Army Retired-but not tired! 
Careful moving-Cheap.
Call Big Jim @ 817-237-5151.

  
 057          Pets/Livestock
Will pay top dollar for grazing 
and hay leases. Call 940-389-
1936.

Registered Angus Bulls, LBW 
Starting at $1500.00 Boyd TX 
Patton Place Angus 817-692-
1996.

 062                   Plumbing

 066                       Roofing

 068                      Storage
INNERSPACE STORAGE. Hwy 
199, Springtown. Now renting all 
unit sizes, 24-hour access. 817-
677-4050.

 069              Sand/Gravel

 078              Well Drilling
Need a quality water well at a 
fair price? Also, pump sales and 
installation. KELVIN’S PUMP & 
WELL SERVICE. 817-221-4300.

 079                      Welding

    

40x50 building For Rent, 
3 miles west of Springtown. 
817-713-7495.

NOW AVAILABLE: Commercial 
Storefront/Office Space For 
Lease. $1,100/mo. Call Donna 
Bransom 817-925-8281.

FOR LEASE: 291 Morrow Road, 
Springtown. 2,200 sf building, 
east of Springtown with easy 
access to Hwy 199. 817-657-
5682.

FOR LEASE: 3 acres, gravel lot 
with water and electric, 1 mile 
east of Springtown, easy access 
to Hwy 199 (outside city limits). 
817-657-5682.

 082             RV’s for Rent
Nice 1BR RV in adult RV park. 
Great for older person on limited 
income. Starts at $550/mo. All 
Bills Paid. Heritage RV Park 817-
444-3760.

 084 Mobile Homes for Rent
Large 3-2 DW, very nice, 
fenced yard, CH/A, $1,700/mo. 
with approved application. 817-
228-2414.

1525 PARTRIDGE, 2-1, $675/
mo. $400 deposit. Gene 
Thompson & Associates 817-
246-4646 gtatx.com.

 086  Mobile Home/RV Lots

Covered & uncovered spaces 
and rental units in Adult Park, 
store rooms, mail service, paved 
roads. 5 miles south of Azle on 
FM 730. 817-444-3760.

Beautiful RV Spots available 
in nice, quiet area near Eagle 
Mountain Lake. $350/mo. Call 
for more information 817-228-
2414.

     

Home Improvement
WORKHORSE HANDYMAN 
SERVICES. Bathrooms, 
kitchens, remodels, water 
& sewer repair, mobile 
home repair, roof repair 
and well repair. 
Quality at a reasonable rate. 
Call 817-874-6109.

BOBBY MCWILLIAMS
PAINTING 817-821-6377.
Interior/Exterior Painting
Residential & New Homes.
48 years experience.

Kevin’s
Handyman

Services

• Carpentry
• Drywall & Painting
• Tile & Laminate Floors
• Doors & Windows
• Decks & Stairs
• Cabinets & Countertops
• No Job Too Small

Springtown and 
Surrounding Areas

40 Years 
Experience

231-445-1221

Devin’s Handyman Service
• Carpentry
• Cement
• Rock
• Granite
• Tile
• Painting
• Siding

Call Devin at 817-629-9608

WINTER 
SPECIAL
20% OFF 

with 
this ad!

• Insulation
• Kitchen/
     Bath
• Roof & 
    Gutters
• Powerwashing
• Decks

ROOFING & Metal 
BuIldINGs

817-304-4224
Tired of always 

replacing your roof?

We’ll be here 
after the storm.

Call us for a 
metal roof quote.

817-523-4137

Commercial & 
Residential

• Roofing
• Metal Roofing
• Carports
• Metal Buildings
• All General 
     Contracting

He r e  B e f o r e  T h e  S t o rm ,  H e r e  L o n g  A f t e r .

417 N. MaiN St • SpriNgtowN

Miles Roofing
• Insurance Claim 
     Specialists;
• Free Estimates
817-797-3420

Ash Creek
Storage

Convenient Location
Corner of Main St. & Locust • Azle

817-444-3292

STORAGE UNITS
1350 Liberty School Rd

817-246-4646
10x10 Units $75/mo. 
5x10 Units $40/Mo.

Quality
Family Business

Since 1938

(817) 221-2681

CALL
Cliff Hall

We go the extra mile to ensure 
you get more for your $. 

On House Pads, Driveways, 
Lot Clearing & Tractor Work, Etc.

Cozart

Our Business is Metal Buildings
- And We’re Good!

DESIGN    FABRICATION    ERECTION

METAL 
BUILDING SYSTEMS

Fabrication and erection of quality 
metal buildings at reasonable prices, 

any size - any design

Office 817-237-2282
Fax 817-237-0904

Mark Cozart
817-233-6668

Jeremy Cozart
817-237-2028

Metal Building
Specialist

• Weld Ups/ Bolt Ups
• Pipe Fencing
• Concrete
• Horse Barns
• All Types Fencing
• Metal Roofs

NO JOB TOO SMALL
Compare Pricing

R & E Construction

owner Rodney Vick 
817-220-3044 

fax 817-523-7639   
cell 817-253-1614       

Metal Building Erectors
• Pre-enginered  Weld-up 

• Barns/Shops 
• Arenas/Hangars

• Fencing

1220 E. Hwy. 199 • Springtown

WELD-DONE CONSTRUCTION LTD.

817-220-2150
www.weld-done.net
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TEXAS
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by Charley & Guy Orbison
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DOWN

  1  first man
  5  a LBJ daughter
  6  TX Rico Rodriguez
      was on _____
      “Modern Family”
  7  narrow opening
  8  TXism: “restless as
      a ___ in church”
  9  TXism: “scarce __
      _____ around a
      hog trough”
16  TXism: “quick as 
      _  ___ York minute”
18  TXism: “slow as
      _________”
21  dir. to Comanche
      from Junction
22  “____ in Peace”
23  TX Steve Miller sang
      “Living in the ___”  
24  TX B.J. Thomas
      sang “The Eyes __
      _  ___ York Woman”  
30  high schoolers
34  42nd and 44th
      governor, Bill (init.)
35  this TX Graves was
      TV’s “Christy Love”
36  TXism: “____ it 
      under your hat”
37  TX atheist Madalyn
      Murray _____
39  the forced removal
      of someone from
      their home
43  the crowd’s _____
      killed eight people
      at 2021 Houston
      Astroworld concert
44  Martin County seat
45  TXism: “let ‘__ rip!”
46  Texas horned ____
47  a Mexican name

  1  TX Johnny Horton
      hit & movie theme
      “North to ______”
  2  in Erath County
      on U.S. 377
  3  inadvertent car
      crash
  4  light drizzle
  9  summer necessity
      in Texas (abbr.)
10  TXism for beans
      in chili
11  this Mancz was a
      center for the
      Houston Texans
12  “____ and shine”
13  Houston’s pro
      baseball team

49  TXism: “_____  __ a
      sparrow feather”
52  “Texas ___ snake”
53  Egyptian snake
54  TXism: “she _____ talk
      a wagon out of a ditch”
55  Dallas’ Mexican news-
      paper: “__  ___  __ Texas” 
58  funnel _____ (tornado)
59  45th governor, Richards
60  noted technology univer.  
      in Cambridge, Mass.

61  “Traveling
      Wilbury tune
      sung by TX Roy
      Orbison: “Not
      Alone ___ More”

14  __ Jo, TX (abbr.)
15  Dallas univer.
17  days when a lot of
      Texans don’t have
      to work
19  TXism: “got a heart
      __  ___  __ Texas”
20  Native Americans
      believed “Enchanted
      Rock” was this
24  Cowboys 5th quar.
25  the San Saba is a 
      spring-___ river
26  ex-Mav’s Tarpley
      Greek team
27  parent whose kids
      have left the home:
      “empty ______”

28  “Mission San
      Francisco de la
      ______”
29  a hardwood some
      furniture is made of
31  he designed the
      Texas capitol (init.)
32  originally born
33  partially reuseable
      spacecraft

38  TXism: sticks like
      tar on _  ____”
40  TX Tanya’s “One
      Love __  _ Time”
41  daughter of Craig
      in 57-down
42  Mabank’s “___
      ______ Library”
48  oil countries org.
50  UT students have
      won 88 ___ medals
51  TX-based 1963 film
      with Paul Newman
56  Andes pack animal
57  Craig Coyne to
      TX George W.: 
      ___-__-law
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PUBLISHER’S NOTICE
All real estate advertis-

ing in this newspaper is 
subject to the Fair Hous-
ing Act which makes it 
illegal to advertise “any 
preference, limitation or 
discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status 
or national origin, or an 
intention, to make any 
such preference, limita-
tion or discrimination.” 
Familial status includes 
children under the age of 
18 living with parents or 
legal custodians, pregnant 
women and people secur-
ing custody of children 
under 18.

This newspaper will 
not knowingly accept any 
advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of 
the law. Our readers are 
hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised in 
this newspaper are avail-
able on an equal oppor-
tunity basis. To complain 
of discrimination call 
HUD tollfree at 1-800-
669-9777. The toll-free 
telephone number for 
the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275.

Driver/Light Duty General Laborer
We are a full-service Landscape and Irrigation installation company specializing in large 
scale projects, typically apartment complexes, commercial, senior living, churches, and 
student housing around the DFW area.  
Minimum Requirements:
1. Must be 25 years of age or older
2. Valid driver's license and good driving record
3. Must be able to communicate clearly and effectively 
4. Good work history
5. Physically fit and capable of working in a construction project environment including a
    predominately fast paced outdoor environment. 

The day will start out in Azle, TX and from there travel to, from, and around the DFW area 
will be required. The day will end back in Azle, TX. Company vehicle will be provided.  
This position will be driving with the Construction Manager.

Some light duty general laborer duties to be performed while at job sites. 
Example: Loading/unloading trailers, light maintenance on equipment, organization of 
supplies, some landscape duties as needed.

The positions starting pay will range from $15-$17 an hour depending on qualifications.  

Benefits include:
1. Weekly pay
2. Overtime pay
3. Holiday pay (after 90 days)
4. Vacation (after a year)
5. Company vehicle

Willing to train the right person

Please email your resume to shyla@greenworldincusa.com or call 940-433-2639.

039          						         Help Wanted

817-270-8811

Come Join the 
Quality Team at

HVAC TeCHniCiAns
& insTALLeRs

040 		  Home Improvement

040                                             Home  Improvement

Mr. Sweeps

Keep your home safe.
Call Parker/Wise County’s 
oldest chimney sweeping 

company, Mr. Sweeps.

817-692-5624 
ask for Doug

www.mrsweepschimneycleaning.com

Chimney 
Cleaning Service

$170Special:
Chimney & Dryer Vent 

Cleaning

Rescue your Ballerina from 
the Shelter and give her a 

Furever Home

All Types Stone & Brick Work
New Construction • Remodels

Free 
Estimates

817-308-6512
email alvarogsilva@verizon.net

commercial • residential

Azle, TX

Landscape Designs, Outdoor Kitchens 
Patios, Retaining Walls, Mailboxes

,L.L.C.

concrete

GRAHAM 
PLUMBING CO.

817-220-2469

Commercial-Residential
Serving Springtown, 

Azle, Boyd, 
Weatherford Area

M#15899

grahamplumbingco.com

LANDERS
Plumbing Co.

817-444-3054
940-233-2862
Don Landers • M-10078

Plumbing Repairs
Drains Cleaned

Sell It
 In The 

Classifieds!

 

081   Business/Commercial
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1 Bedroom House, All Bills Paid, 
washer/dryer included, 1 person 
only, no pets, $875/mo. $600 
security deposit. 7545 Portwood 
(house in back). Shown by 
Appointment Only. 817-360-
3039.

1916 PELICAN DR. N.
3-1 $1,195 MO. $500 DEP.
1912 CORAL RD
2-1 $1,095 MO. $400 DEP.
Gene Thompson & Associates
817-246-4646 gtatx.com

TexSCAN Week of 
Dec. 26-Jan. 1

ACREAGE
Hunting/investment/recreational property. Starting 
at $650/acre. Trans Pecos region. Also the Hill Country 
(Edwards, Menard, Coke, Val Verde Counties - 
free ranging exotics), South Texas (Duval County 
- whitetail, hogs). Large or small acreage. 30-year 
fixed rate owner financing, only 5% down. Call 
toll-free or email for individual prices and terms, 
www.ranchenterprisesltd.com, 800-876-9720.

GENERATORS
GENERAC Standby Generators provide backup 
power during utility power outages, so your home and 
family stay safe and comfortable. Prepare now. Free 
7-year extended warranty ($695 value!). Request a free 
quote today! Call for additional terms and conditions. 
855-704-8579.

MAINTENANCE
Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, the 
most advanced debris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 15% off 
and 0% financing for those who qualify. PLUS Senior 
& Military Discounts. Call 1-855-815-5722. 

EVENTS
Bob’s Baseball Tours – Field of Dreams Tour Aug. 
15-21, 2022: Home games for Chicago (Cubs/White 
Sox), Brewers and Twins. Also a visit to the Field of 
Dreams movie site. Tour begins/ends in Minnesota. 
New York/New England Fall Foliage Tour Sept. 
26-Oct. 2, 2022: Home games for New York (Yankees/
Mets) and Red Sox. Guided Tour of NYC, free time in 
Boston, Trolley Tour in Maine, travel through White 
Mountain National Forest in New Hampshire & scenic 
train ride in Vermont. Tour begins/ends in Newark, 
NJ. Tours include deluxe motor coach transportation, 
additional sightseeing opportunities and quality game 
tickets/hotels. FREE brochure: 507-217-1326.

MEDICAL
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

Life Alert. One press of a button sends help FAST, 
24/7! At home and on the go. Mobile Pendant with 
GPS. FREE First Aid Kit (with subscription.) CALL 
844-831-1525. FREE Brochure.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Coverage for 350 plus proce-
dures. Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount 
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-0467 
www.dental50plus.com/txpress   #6258

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
221 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.
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079                                                             Welding

• Metal Buildings
• Steel Components
• Welding Supplies
• Concrete Supplies
• Fabrication Supplies
• Pipe Fencing
• Deer Blinds
• Deer Feeders
817-220-0008 
www.solidss.com
8894 W Hwy 199 • Springtown

Open to 
the Public

1515 E Hwy 199 • Springtown

VALLEY ROSE
RV PARK

817-583-5372

Spaces Starting at $450/mo. All Bills Paid

• Free Cable & WiFi
• Showers
• Playground
• Swimming Pool
• Dog Park

• Security Cameras
• Storage Area
• Manager On-Site
• 40x20 Back-In
• 50x20 Pull-Throughs

• All Concrete Pads & Roads

AZLE OAKS
APARTMENT
700 JARVIS • AZLE

817-444-1712
1 & 2 Bedroom 

Unfurnished
Accepting Applications

Rent based on income
TDD: 

800-735-2989
This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

GENE THOMPSON 
& ASSOCIATES

HOMES and MOBILE HOMES 
FOR RENT
gtatx.com

817-246-4646

Stewart Bend Duplex Homes: 2 & 3 
bedroom units available at $1,075 & $1,175. 
Quiet, clean, non-smoking. CALL or TEXT 
817-404-7143.

Silver Creek RV Park: Designed for local  
long-term stays. Best common building in 
Azle, secluded and quiet, city water/sewer. 
$450 with $75 electricity allotment; ABP 
in winter. CALL or TEXT 682-499-8616 or 
email scrvoffice@gmail.com.

Barton Cottages Tiny Home Community: 
Coming FALL 2021! Email 
sales.stewartbend@gmail.com for information.

Cross Companies 
Residential Properties

Family-owned, family-run

086                                                    Mobile Home/RV Lots 088                                             Rent Unfurnished

088                                             Rent Unfurnished

Name ____________________________________________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________________________________

City_____________________________State ________Zip _________________________________________  

County_____________________ Daytime ph. ______________________________________________

	$46.50 
OUT-OF-COUNTY
Texas and elsewhere   

	$36.50
SENIOR CITIZEN
60 years and older
Tarrant, Parker & Wise only 
  

	$40.00
IN-COUNTY 
Tarrant, Parker & 
Wise only 

Check one:

	$25.00
ONLINE ONLY
Anywhere in the world

1 Year Subscription1 YEAR SUBSCRIPTION OFFER

Circle your paper choice, clip and mail with check to: 

321 W. Main Street • Azle, Texas 76020

Or for Azle News online subscription, visit our website: 
www.AzleNews.net

Azle News
The

The

P.O.Box 557 • Springtown, Texas 76082

Or for Springtown Epigraph online subscription, visit our website: 
www.Springtown-Epigraph.net

Having trouble 
keeping all your 

chickens in a row?
Sell some of them 
in the classifieds!
Call for more info

817-270-3340.

A great way to raise extra money! 
Call today for more info.
Azle News 817-270-3340

Springtown Epigraph 
817-220-7217

16 words for only $10.
Advertising Works!


