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24 hour staffing 

for your peace of mind

Locally Owned and 

Operated in Azle 

for over 20 years

No community fees

113 Denver Trail • Azle
817-444-3249

www.eaglecrestvilla.comCall about our new lower rates!

Nate Driver said prayer and Bible study helped inspire him to choose education as a career field. 

 Photo by Don Munsch

BY DON MUNSCH
don@azlenews.net

Nate Driver decided in 

college that he wanted to be 

an educator.

He said he wanted to be-

come an educator after Bible 

study, lots of prayer and 

feeling a pull to go into edu-

cation.

“It’s a calling, it’s a pas-

Driver’s seat
New principal begins at Azle High School

sion for me, and this is 

where I feel like God’s al-

ways wanted me to be, is to 

be making an influence on 
students’ lives, and so that’s 

what I continue to do,” he 

said.  

Driver starts as the new 

principal at Azle High 

School this year after serv-

ing as an academic assis-

tant principal at Saginaw 

High School in the Eagle 

Mountain-Saginaw ISD. He 

replaces Randy Cobb, who 

had been AHS principal for 

six years.

A meet-and-greet for 

Driver will be 5-6 p.m. July 

27 at the Azle High School 

commons. Classes for the 

2022-23 school year begin 

SEE DRIVER, PAGE 4A.

BY JESSICA MCKINNEY
azlereporter@azlenews.net

Nursing homes have 

carried a stigma for many 

years. Families struggled 

when making the decision 

of whether to place a loved 

one at a senior care facility 

because of that stigma.

But there are some nurs-

ing home employees and 

administrators who are 

working to change that, like 

those at Azle Manor and 

Eagle Crest Villa.

Kip Kruger took over 

the role of administrator 

at Azle Manor in January 

2021. From that time, he 

has worked to create a dif-

ferent environment for both 

staff and residents.
“I would say I’m trying to 

bring back the passion and 

compassion, and the love 

and the wholesome, like, 

gain that you get when you 

serve others,” Kruger said.

“I believe long-term care 

is a labor of love,” he said. 

“These folks need it, and 

they need something great 

to hold on to. Because when 

you come into these com-

munities, sometimes it’s not 

always the greatest of situa-

tions. You’ve gone through 

health concerns and issues. 

It’s a lot. It’s a stressful time 

Changing the culture 
of senior care

for families to put loved 

ones in a nursing home.”

Kruger acknowledges 

that the previous stigma 

has been “never put me in 

a nursing home” because of 

how poorly run some nurs-

ing homes have been.

“But I hope to change that 

stigma by encouraging and 

showing the positive light 

and the fun atmosphere that 

we do have and can have 

when we just love all these 

people and serve them,” 

Kruger said.

Employees at Azle Man-

or have felt the changes as 

well, and it has encouraged 

them to follow their path in 

health care.

Hope Chipman is a 

charge nurse at the facility 

and has spent most of her 

SEE SENIOR CARE, PAGE 2A.

Employees at Azle Manor are treated to luncheons as a show of 

appreciation from the administrator. Courtesy photo

FROM STAFF REPORTS
A man was arrested Tues-

day in connection with a 

May hit-and-run death of an 

Azle woman. 

Azle Police Department 

detectives arrested 46-year-

old Ryan Ellis Collier of 

Azle for an accident involv-

ing death, a second-degree 

felony, police stated in a 

news release. Investigators 

identified Collier in the acci-
dent that caused the death of 

Amber Linehan Lemke, 40.  

On May 19, Azle police 

responded to a hit-and-run 

fatality collision in the 400 

block of Wells Burnett Road. 

Linehan Lemke’s body was 

found at the scene.

Hit-and-run suspect arrested

Ryan Ellis Collier, right, exits a vehicle at Azle Police Department with Azle Police detectives Chris Javarone, left, and Loren Lyon tending to him. Photo by Jessica McKinneyAmber Linehan Lemke
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Saturday, July 23 

Family Fun Stockyards Style!

16TH ANNIVERSARY

Presented by

RODEO AND BULL RIDING TICKETS NOW ON SALE AT COWTOWNCOLISEUM.COM

131 E.  EXCHANG E AVENUE 

FORT WORTH, TX 76164

©2022 STOCKYARDS HERITAGE

DEVELOPMENT CO.

Cowboy Celebration Parade • Matinee Rodeo 

Armadillo Races • Live Music • Old West Comedy 

Gunfi ght Shows • Contests & More! 

SUNDAY, JULY 24 AT 2PM

PBR Bull Riding

PLUS  

SUPPORTED 

BY PUBLIC 

IMPROVEMENT 

DISTRICT #11 

PARKER COUNTY

Made Possible With Funding Through 
Centers For Disease Control And Prevention

GardenGarden
 on the Go on the Go

1st SATURDAY 2nd SATURDAY 3rd SATURDAY 4th SATURDAY

OPEN 9 AM TO 11 AM or UNTIL WE SELL OUT!

Azle 
Lions Club 

412 Commerce St., Azle

Agnes  
Community Center 

5406 Agnes Cir, 
Springtown

Holy Trinity  
Catholic Church 

800 High Crest Dr., Azle

Azle Christian 
Church 

117 Church St., Azle

Each $5 BAG contains 
15-19 pieces of fruit and vegetables. 

This is open to all community members. 

Our goal is to make fresh produce affordable and accessible to all.

23-year nursing career there. 

She describes it as a “genu-

inely happy place to be.”

“I feel like I’m allowed 

to spend more time with 

patients,” Chipman said. “I 

had a lot of respect for Mr. 

Pack (the previous adminis-

trator).”

Now under new leader-

ship, Chipman said she and 

other staff members see the 
difference in the culture, and 
it’s been positive.

“Kip did an amazing job 

bringing the culture up to 

today’s expectations,” she 

said. “Coworkers are like 

family.”

Heather Holman, the ad-

ministrator for Eagle Crest 

Villa, talked about how they 

make sure there are activi-

ties that get their residents 

engaged and enjoying their 

lives there. Eagle Crest Villa 

offers both independent liv-

ing and assisted living op-

tions for residents.

“We do have activities and 

outings planned,” Holman 

said. “We have a ‘ride to no-

where’ where our residents 

get in the bus and just ride 

around — get some sunshine 

and vitamin D. We also 

have outside performances 

planned. They usually sing 

and perform for our resi-

SENIOR CARE, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1A.

dents.”

Eagle Crest Villa also has 

a group come out to do ball-

room dancing with the resi-

dents.

“That’s always a big hit,” 

said Holman.

Terrylynn Tidwell has 

been working as a nurse for 

many years, many of them 

working with seniors. She 

has been with Eagle Crest 

Villa for over a year and has 

enjoyed her time at the as-

sisted living facility.

“Heather is one of the best 

administrators,” Tidwell 

said. “I love the environment 

(at Eagle Crest). It feels like 

home.”

With administrators work-

ing to change the culture in 

their facilities, more em-

ployees are finding joy in 
their work.

“I have been at Azle 

Manor now for four years,” 

said Jennifer Harris, staff-

ing coordinator at Azle 

Manor. “From administra-

tion and management, a lot 

has changed for the better … 

we get more appreciation. 

Things like cooked meals 

from Kip himself. We get 

our trusty Donut Fridays. 

Even hugs and high fives in 
the halls. His happy and out-

going personality has made 

Azle Manor better for the 

residents and us as staff.”
Chipman also said that the 

positive environment has an 

impact on the health of the 

residents they care for.

“This is just an observa-

tion, not medical proof, but 

patients are on less medica-

tions, their blood pressure 

is lower,” said Chipman. 

“(Residents’) appetites have 

increased, there are less 

weight loss issues. The en-

vironment is contributing to 

better health.”

Chipman also said that 

more residents are actively 

participating in the extra-

curricular activities that are 

planned.

“Our activity director (Al-

lison Phillips) is phenom-

enal,” Chipman said. “Her 

heart is so big.”

Kruger is known for his 

TikTok videos (@nursing-

homeadministrator) that 

show the fun activities that 

residents and staff get to 
enjoy from week to week, 

including a Turkey Hunt be-

fore Thanksgiving in which 

residents “hunted” Kruger 

with Nerf guns while he was 

dressed as a turkey and ran 

through a forest of Christ-

mas trees.

Donut Fridays are one of the best days for employees and residents at Azle Manor. Courtesy photo

Kip Kruger dressed as a turkey around Thanksgiving and let residents have a good old fashioned Turkey 

Hunt at Azle Manor. Courtesy photo
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Shaye Hogle Hogye Hogle

HOGLE
Insurance Group

167 W. Main • 817-444-6389
www.HogleInsurance.com 

“Our Best Policy is Personal Service”

Life Insurance
NO MEDICAL EXAM UP TO $250,000.00

Term and Permanent Policies 
Guaranteed Premiums and Death Benefit 

Company based in Fort Worth, Texas

$10,000 Minimum Deposit

4.50% 60 Month 
Rate Guarantee 3.65% 36 Month 

Rate Guarantee

Professional business Portraits

Commercial Photography 

Drone Photography

Photography Lessons Offered

713-725-5620

Dr. Jeffrey R. Crabtree

Attention Contact Lens Wearers!
Purchase a year’s supply of contact lenses, get a pair of 

backup glasses (frame AND lenses)

6921 Foster Dr. 

Lake Worth, TX 76135

www.lakewortheye.com

817-439-9455

Select฀Frame฀Styles฀•฀Progressive฀Lenses฀$149

$99ONLY

Backup Glasses Special

416 Commerce St., Ste 3, Azle • 817-612-0074

Follow us onFollow us on

$999
WGD
whiskey golf delta

2 Medium Original™ 
2 Topping/Specialty/Premier Pizzas

MUST BUY 2 PIZZAS

2 MEDIUM PIZZAS

FREE CONSULTATIONS

408 Central Dr., Azle 

817-444-8827
Next to the Drive-thru of PNC Bank

azlenwpt.com

•  Sports, Stroke, Back 

and Neck Rehab

• Post Operation

• Balance Training

• Joint Replacement 

• Return to Work

Over 24 years 
of Experience!

DUSTIN HAYWOOD
POINT BLANK POWERWASHING LLC

MOBILE POWER WASHING 
SPRINGTOWN TX 76082

817-751-5731

Family owned and operated. Over 50 years of service.

Voted Best Pest Control 
Best of Parker County

817-915-2470

Tom Samples 
Pest Control

YOUR COMPLETE PEST CONTROL SERVICE

TAKE OUT ORDERS 

817-406-4452
817-406-4800

1300 Northwest Pkwy, Azle, Texas
Sun 11-8 • Tues - Thurs 11-9 

Fri 11-10 •  Sat 11-9:30 

MON CLOSED

HAPPY HOUR Tues-Sat 4 - 8 pm

817-270-3230 • 817-270-3240

Full Service Mechanic
SMART START CONTRACT SHOP
We install & service alcohol breathalyzers.

704 NW Pkwy, Azle
Open Mon-Fri 9 AM -  PM, Sat 9 AM - 3 PM

 @burrowsauto

BY DON MUNSCH

don@azlenews.net

 Azle City Councilmem-
bers at their July 5 meeting 
approved a revised salary 
plan for city employees.

The city adopted a new 
salary plan in 2019 as a re-
sult of a comprehensive 
salary survey of 13 other 
governmental entities per-
formed by Public Sector 
Personnel Consultants. But 
since the pandemic, area sal-
aries have risen dramatically 
while Azle employees’ sala-
ries have remained static.

“Employees are leaving 
our employment for other 
positions with other cities 
to earn significantly higher 
salaries,” the council agenda 
packet information stated.

There are now 15 full-
time positions in the city that 
are open or will be soon, and 
there are five open part-time 
positions in the city, said 
Lawrence Bryant, assistant 
city manager. In February, 
city staff requested PSPC 
to perform another survey 
of the same governmental 
entities. The survey showed 
that the city’s three-year-old 
salary plan was already de-
ficient.

“Based on their recom-
mendations, the proposed 
changes will result in an 
increased cost of $660,948 
(7.86%),” the packet agenda 
info noted. “These proposed 
changes will be funded by 
cost savings from open po-
sitions and health insurance. 
Step increases for eligible 

Council approves salary 
plan, changes to comp master plan

employees are not included 
in these amounts but would 
continue as scheduled for 
the rest of the fiscal year.”

Staff recommended coun-
cil approve implementing 
the new salary plan, which 
would take effect with the 
first full pay period of July.

City Manager Tom Muir 
described the plan to the 
council, explaining the city 
is losing employees to other 
places where they will re-
ceive better pay.

“That’s why I’m kind of 
in a hurry trying to do some-
thing with this,” he said.

Employees would get a 
minimum of a 5% increase 
in pay with most of the rais-
es going to police and fire 
employees, he said. Police 
officer starting pay would 
be $59,000 and starting fire-
fighter/paramedic would be 
$62,000. Most of the front-
line police and fire would 
see double-digit increases 
in pay. He also wanted to 
ensure part-time employees 
get a raise.

The city had a comparison 
of city employee salaries 
with some other cities’ em-
ployees. Mayor Alan Brun-
drett said he thought some 
salaries were still too low, 
explaining someone who 
works in street maintenance 
and parks should receive a 
higher salary, given that they 
work in the heat, and also 
because that employee could 
work at a fast-food restau-
rant and draw a comparable 
salary.

Bryant said later in an 

email that the starting sal-
ary of a Street Maintenance 
I position on an hourly ba-
sis under the old plan was 
$13.02. Under the new plan, 
that same position’s starting 
salary is now $15.82, which 
amounts to an increase to the 
starting pay of 21.5%. This 
is one of several jobs in the 
city where there are multiple 
openings and the employees 
who were previously in that 
position were making $15.02 
per hour at the time they left 
city employment. Because 
these employees were mak-
ing more than the minimum 
prior to their departure then, 
at a minimum, their salaries 
would have been increased 
to a level greater than the 
new minimum of $15.82, 
Bryant said.

In the July 5 meeting, the 
mayor asked for examples 
so that he could understand 
the salary step system, and 
some others on the council 
also asked for examples of 
what pay would be for ex-
isting employees and new 
hires – a request that Muir 
filled. Later, after obtaining 
some copies of documents 
showing employee salaries, 
council and Muir examined 
specific numbers on raises, 
with Bryant appearing be-
fore the council to discuss 
those numbers.

Bryant explained the 
city has “needs all over the 
place.” He spent consider-
able time formulating the 
plan, and the vast majority 
of employees will receive 
more than a 5% increase in 

pay, he said. The plan coun-
cil examined was affordable 
to the city while being the 
most impactful to the big-
gest number of employees. 
After a lengthy discussion, 
council eventually approved 
the salary plan, which will 
be included in the proposed 
budget next month. The vote 
was 6-0, with councilmem-
ber Amy Estes absent from 
the meeting.  

Also on July 5, council ap-
proved updating and amend-
ing the city’s 2005 Compre-
hensive Master Plan. Among 
those changes were an up-
date in logo throughout the 
document and changes in 
demographics, such as not-
ing the population estimate 
in 2030 would be 15,000. 
The bump in population 
was acute between 2015 
and 2020, from 11,140 to 
13,369. The city’s popula-
tion in 2005 was 10,150.

During the public hearing 
on the updating and amend-
ing of the City of Azle’s 
2005 Comprehensive Mas-
ter Plan, resident Jim Kirk 
suggested width sizes for 
sidewalks. He explained in 
the interior of a residential 
development, sidewalks 
should be a minimum of 
four feet in width, and side-
walks on the perimeter of 
a residential development, 
along a collector street or in 
a commercial area, should 
be six feet wide. Also during 
the hearing, Cynthia Bar-
rios asked about population 
changes on the document.

Mayor Pro Tem Randa 

Goode said she would like 
the city to have a new com-
prehensive master plan cre-
ated and that a firm special-
izing in city planning be 
hired to do that plan, as the 
city has changed and the 
current master plan dates to 
2005.

“I think we need to have 
an idea of what we want 
Azle to look like or what the 
citizens want Azle to look 
like and get their input, get 
a roadmap and get an actual 
… action plan,” she said.

Councilmember Stacy 
Peek said when city leaders 
want to bring businesses to 
town, company representa-
tives want to see a business 
plan that details the city’s 
ambitions, vision and goals. 
Goode said her impression 
is the city is “just kind of 
winging it” as far as what it 
wants to accomplish. David 
Hawkins, director of plan-
ning and development for 
the city, said there’s not a 
singular action plan docu-
ment for the city, but there 
exists a combination of 
working documents that the 
city uses.

Brundrett asked about the 
cost of a comp master plan. 
Hawkins estimated it would 
be $150,000-$200,000 and 
that it would take nine to 12 
months to complete. Brun-
drett said he thinks it would 
be a good idea to have a 
new comp plan but he also 
was concerned about the 
cost of the plan and said that 
the city could devise a plan 
that could be attached to the 

current comp master plan. 
Goode supported crafting a 
new plan because of its im-
portance to the city. Other 
councilmembers supported 
investigating getting a new 
plan through hiring a con-
sultant.

Muir said the city will con-
duct a request for qualifica-
tions for a firm that conducts 
these kinds of comp master 
plans. He said if the city 
were to conduct a new comp 
plan, it would hire the best 
qualified firm and negotiate 
cost. The Municipal Devel-
opment District could assist 
on funding, as that would be 
an option to be explored and 
negotiated. A comp master 
plan committee also could 
be formed.

Council also approved 
Ricky Simmons to the Plan-
ning and Zoning Commis-
sion Place 7 alternate spot. 
Simmons answered some 
questions from council-
members before they voted 
on his request. When asked 
where he would like to see 
Azle five years from now, he 
said he would like to see the 
city have better traffic flow 
and that new developments 
be built with regard to high-
ways and traffic and that the 
requirements be that they are 
conducive to a better com-
munity, and he hopes that is 
happening now with current 
developments.   

Also, council heard that 
6,000 people attended the 
Follow the Flag July Fourth 
event at Central Park.
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NOW OPEN

4895 E. Hwy 199, Reno, TX 76082

682-310-0079
Open Mon-Sat 10:30 am - 7 pm, Closed Sunday

817-550-1624
www.smnotaryservice.com
staceysmobilenotary@gmail.com

Tarrant • Parker • Wise
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Anne Land Real Estate
Land is my name, and real estate is my game.

Anne Land
817-247-5991 Cell

817-220-0633 Office

904 E. Hwy 199, 

Springtown TX

www.AnneLandRealEstate.com

Optimist
Club of Azle

Meets every 
FRIDAY at 6:45 AM

Moe’s Country Kitchen 
316 W. Main, Azle

Post your clubs or 
organization 

meetings here!

Only $100 
for 52 weeks of 

advertising

Call Johnna for details:

817-270-3340

Azle Boy Scout 

Troop 243
Meets Mondays 7 PM

Azle First Assembly of God

1020 Southeast Parkway

troop243azle.org

Eagle 
Mountain 
Pregnancy 
Help Center

10328 Jacksboro Hwy
Fort Worth TX 76135

817-237-1819
www.emphc.org

Mon 12-6 PM Thurs 12-6 PM

SE HABLA ESPAÑOL

AZLE AREA CLUBS AND AZLE AREA CLUBS AND 

ORGANIZATIONSORGANIZATIONS

Rotary
Club 

of Azle

MEETS AT NOON 
THURSDAY

412 Commerce St. 
(across from Azle Post Office)

Addiction wants to destroy 
you & everyone around you.

The Finish Line

With Jesus there 
is Victory over 
addiction.

GET BACK IN 

THE RACE!

Meetings held every Friday from

7:30PM-9:30PM at The Church at Azle

1801 S. Stewart • Azle • 817-401-8513 

www.ourfinishline.com

Daily meetings at Noon & 6:30 pm 
Sunday at 3 pm

229 S. Stewart St. • Azle
817-332-3533

Faced with a 
DRINKING Problem?

Perhaps Alcoholics Anonymous can HELP.

Floor School or Work 
7:30 PM 

THURSDAY NIGHT

Chris Akers - Worshipful Master

Rocky Gralla - Secretary

Clint Hall - Treasurer

Azle Lodge

No. 601

817-444-2300
412 Commerce St.

Volunteer Caregiver 
Training Classes

Classes open to 
public at no charge

Good N.E.W.S.

Our 
Volunteers 

Make a 
Difference!

Caregiver Volunteer Meeting
1st Monday of 

Each Month at 6pm

Living at Home Block Nurse Program

Meets 2nd TUESDAY 6:30 PM 

412 Commerce, Azle 
e-clubhouse.org/sites/azle_tk/

Curren McLane - president 

817-689-0074

Azle Lion’s Club
Volunteers Needed 

TexasHealth.org/ 
Volunteer/Our-Process

RAINBOW INN GIFT SHOP 
Inside Hospital 108 Denver Trail 

Azle 817-444-8651

ATTIC RERUNS 
NOW OPEN! FRI 9-4 SAT 9-1 
714 SE Pkwy Azle 817-270-3690
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Notice of Public Hearing

Notice is hereby given that the Azle City Council will be 
conducting a Public Hearing August 2, 2022 at 6:00 p.m., 
for the purpose of allowing input on the proposed  FY 
2022-23 Azle Crime Control and Prevention District Budget 
(CCPD). 

This public hearing will take place in the Council 
Chambers, 505 W Main St, Azle, Texas 76020. 

LEGAL NOTICE

A copy of the 2021 Return of Private Foundation on Form 
990-PF for the Dreams Scholarship Foundation can be 
obtained within 180 days of this notice by written request 
to the foundation Treasurer, J.R. Seeds, at the following 
address: PO Box 667, Azle, Texas 76098. The telephone 
number for the Foundation is 817-832-3845.
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In the Driver’s seat. Nate Driver is the new principal at Azle High School. He formerly worked in the Eagle 

Mountain-Saginaw ISD.  Photo by Don Munsch

Aug. 17.

“It’s humbling,” Driver 

said about being principal at 

AHS, adding he is “super-

excited,” too. “It’s a big role 

and I have a lot of respon-

sibility to lead a campus 

of 2,000-plus people and 

knowing that I’ve got to be 

the one who communicates 

the expectations and what 

our goals are moving for-

ward. 

“First and foremost, the 

thing we’re going to focus 

on is the safety and security 

of the school building,” he 

said. “That is paramount this 

day and age and what we’ve 

dealt with across the state 

this summer. Just thinking 

about that – that’s a huge 

responsibility to be thinking 

about. These parents entrust 

us with their kids, and our 

goal is to make sure that they 

have a safe environment – 

physically and emotionally, 

each and every day.” 

Driver said the commu-

nity and sense of pride at-

tracted him to the AHS prin-

cipal job. He started June 6, 

and since he began, he has 

met people as he has been 

out and about. The commu-

nity has been “very welcom-

ing,” and he looks forward 

to meeting more people. 

“It’s just always been ap-

pealing to have a community 

with a one-high school town 

where there’s a big sense of 

pride and tradition,” he said, 

referring to what he liked 

about the job. “I’m excited 

to be a part of that commu-

nity and to be a part of this 

team. I feel like I am here 

to serve and be a part of the 

team.”

He describes his leader-

ship as being the servant-

leader style, explaining one 

goal he has is to lead by ex-

ample, and he desires to be 

the instructional leader and 

the relational person with 

the students and staff. 
“That’s what I’ll be ex-

pecting from the assistant 

principals as well, that we’re 

out and in classrooms and 

with the kids and with the 

teachers as much as pos-

sible,” he said. Driver said 

his wife and children are as 

much a part of the school as 

he is. Driver and his wife, 

Shelby, have three children: 

Brady, 11; Madelyn, 8; and 

Grace, 5.

Driver said he will have 

an open-door policy for 

students. He wants a posi-

tive learning environment 

and said he knows he will 

need time to build trust and 

relationships for the kind of 

culture and atmosphere that 

the school wants. The goal is 

to get kids connected some-

where to the campus.

MOVING UP THE 

CAREER LADDER

Driver was born in Fort 

Worth, grew up in North 

Richland Hills and attend-

ed Birdville ISD schools, 

including Richland High 

School, where he graduated 

in 2002. At RHS, he played 

sub-varsity basketball, var-

sity soccer and participated 

in the spirit group Johnny 

Rebs and was mascot for the 

group for a couple of years.

After high school, he at-

tended Tarrant County Col-

lege (Northeast campus) for 

two years and then trans-

ferred to the University 

of North Texas, where he 

earned his degree in kinesi-

ology. He earned his mas-

ter’s degree from West Tex-

as A&M University.  

He has been in public edu-

cation for 14 years, with six 

years in campus administra-

tion. Driver has served as an 

assistant principal at both 

the middle and high school 

levels. Prior to entering ad-

ministration, he taught math 

and coached middle school 

sports. His previous stops 

have included Carroll and 

Birdville ISDs in addition 

to Eagle Mountain-Saginaw. 

He had been at Saginaw 

High School for the last six 

years.

LEARNING THE TOOLS 

OF THE TRADE

At SHS, he learned in his 

job to build relationships 

with kids and families. He 

also learned how to imple-

ment systems and processes 

in how a school functions.

“I learned a lot these last 

couple of years on how to 

build a master schedule for 

a high school,” he said, de-

scribing that schedule is a 

“huge puzzle every single 

year” and is ever-changing. 

He learned all the ins and 

outs on how a school oper-

ates at a high level, and he 

learned from “some really 

great mentors on what those 

things are and how we can 

be highly functioning in 

what we do.” 

Driver has spent his time 

this summer hiring and in-

terviewing people to ensure 

the school is fully staffed for 
the year.

“That’s probably goal 

number one in the summer, 

especially with kind of the 

climate out there in educa-

tion, with the teacher short-

age,” he said.

He also has worked on 

the master schedule, which 

details balancing class siz-

es and determining which 

teachers will instruct certain 

classes. Plus, he has been 

planning professional devel-

opment for when teachers 

DRIVER, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1A.

arrive or return to campus. 

Concerning people in his 

life who inspired him in his 

career, Driver said an aunt 

who was a middle school 

and high school teacher and 

a teacher from high school 

were instrumental in his 

vocation. Kathy Hudson, 

a longtime coach at RHS 

and Driver’s senior English 

teacher, helped inspire him. 

Hudson served as a Fellow-

ship of Christian Athletes 

sponsor.

“I don’t remember ev-

erything that she taught me 

in the classroom, but I re-

member her because of the 

relationship I had with her,” 

he said. Hudson has retired 

from teaching.

Away from school, Driver, 

who serves as a board mem-

ber for the Texas Association 

of Secondary School Princi-

pals, said he and his wife en-

joy spending time watching 

their kids play sports. Driver 

said she is a “very com-

petitive” person who likes 

to play sports and various 

games, such as board games 

and cornhole. 

Call Today For Your Appointment

817-444-8025

AIR DUCT CLEANING
•  Clean All 

Supply Vents

• Sanitize

• Return Vents

Subscribe Today!
Call 817-270-3340 and keep up with the news that impacts your life every day!
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Specializing in Residential & 

Commercial Makeready & Restorations

Interior Services:
• Demo & Renos

•  Plumbing Fixture Repair & Installation

• Sheetrock Repair/Replacement

• Interior Painting

•  Door/Hardware Repair 

& Replacement

Family Owned & Operated

GET FREE CONSULTATION

682-302-5501
Se Habla Español

Email: info@tpg1.net

www.tpg1.net

SERVICES
•  Residential and Commercial Roofing
•  Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling
•  Outdoor stair wells, fences and carpentry
•  Door and window installation
• Plumbing
• Hardwood and Tile Flooring
• New custom construction
• Hail & insurance claims
•  Post and beam farm homes
•  Outdoor kitchen, deck trellis, fire pit & waterfalls

StrongStrong
Construction

& Hail Claims

866-222-2311
Nelson Bran, Project Manager 

www.strongconstr.com

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED FOR 20 YEARS

State Inspection for Tarrant & Parker Counties

Automotive

• Tune-ups

• Diesel

•  Suspension 

Computer 

Diagnostics

• A/C Repair

• Brakes

• Emission Repairs

•  Repair & Restore 

Classic Cars

Motorcycles 

& ATVs

•  Maintenance & 

Repairs

• Dirt Bike Parts 

PACKAGE
DROP OFF 
STATION

Motley’s AUTOMOTIVE & 
MOTORCYCLES

817-444-8529
817-456-0907

Monday - Friday 

8:30 am - 6:00 pm

Kerry Lane
Kerry Lane

NW Pkwy Hwy 199

Service Rd

Jackson Tr.

W
estline Rd.

1304 NW Pkwy (Hwy 199) 
www.motleyautomotive.com

Strong Construction and Hail Claims 
is a family-owned business that can take 
care of your full general construction 
needs.

Whether you need a new roof, addi-
tional rooms, new kitchen or bathroom, 
or a complete home remodel, Strong Con-
struction can help you from start to finish. 
They also build new decks and porches, 
gazebos and trellises, and install doors 
and windows. Looking to build-to-rent? 
Strong Construction does that too!

Texas weather can do a number on your 
home. If you experience damage from 
strong winds, hail or tornadoes, Strong 
Construction can help make your home 
right again.

Nelson Bran brings more than 30 years 
of construction experience to your home 
projects. His wife Noreen helps manage 
the business. Project supervisor Luis Avila 
offers over 20 years of experience in the 

construction industry to all of their clients.
“God, family and work; these are in-

divisible and transparent in all we do,” 
said Nelson. “Integrity, honesty and com-
mitment to your project. We do what we 
say. We show up every day to work. We 
are Strong Construction, building strong 
friendships with all of our clients.”

Strong Construction has been working 
in  Springtown for over two years, and has 
many references from nearby neighbors 
to share with potential clients.

They are insured and bonded to protect 
their clients, and they have an A rating 
with the BBB.

For a free consultation and free estimate 
on construction and design, call 866-222-
2311. They are open Monday through 
Friday 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Saturday 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m.

“We’re here to help homeowners beau-
tify their homes, one home at a time.”

Strong Construction 
& Hail Claims

Beautifying homes, one home at a time.

Texas weather can do a number on your home. If you experience damage from strong winds, 

hail or tornadoes, Strong Construction can help make your home right again.

BY JESSICA MCKINNEY
azlereporter@azlenews.net

The Azle Arts Associa-
tion Popcorn Players will 
be performing “Male Order 
Brides” for its July produc-
tion. 

The comedic play was 
written by Billy St. John 
and will be directed by Em-
ily Ball. Supporting crew 
includes Scott Nurmela 

Popcorn Players presents ‘Male Order Brides’

Some of the cast for “Male Order Brides” take a break during dress rehearsals. Pictured are (back, from left) Cheyenne Hilbert, Trey Thornton, Lee Dunlap, Jessi Green, Jacob Heath, Joshua Holden Jr., and (front, 

from left) Hannah Nurmela and Grace Edstrom. Courtesy photo

as the assistant director, 
Stephanie Jordan Levy as 
choreographer and Lucas 
Phillips as technician.

The play tells the story of 
a scheming lawyer called 
Big Harry Deal who comes 
up with a devious plot to 
make a quick dollar.

Harry hires Starr Billings 
to pretend to be four differ-
ent mail-order brides for 
four unsuspecting bache-

lors to trick them into mar-
riage.

Then, on the wedding 
night, the grooms will 
be trapped in a mine and 
blown up — leaving Starr a 
widow four times over and 
the beneficiary of a nice 
payout.

But what Harry doesn’t 
expect is that love con-
quers all and that good will 
always triumph over evil.

This performance gets 
the audience involved with 
rowdy attitudes, sass, boo-
ing and hissing, and throw-
ing popcorn at the villain.

The cast of characters in-
cludes Boyd Mooney as Big 
Harry Deal; Lee Dunlap as 
Starr Billings; Jessi Green 
as Calico Shurtz; James 
Kelly as Forrest Green; 
Jacob Heath as Grubby 
Shurtz; Joshua Holden Jr. as 

C.D. Nichols; Trey Thorn-
ton as Lucky Betts; Canton 
Brenneman as Tiara Rhine-
stone; Cheyenne Hilbert as 
Trinket La Glitz; Hannah 
Nurmela as Bailey; Sarah 
Lee as Colada; Bryson Ingle 
as Ivory Keys; Robert Koury 
as Richie Bucks; Bella Bucy 
as Millie Bucks; and Grace 
Edstrom as Billie Bucks.

The first performances 
will take place July 22-24, 

with the second set of perfor-
mances July 29-31. Friday 
and Saturday shows start at 
7:30 p.m. and Sunday mati-
nees are at 2:30 p.m.

Tickets for adults are $15. 
Students, seniors and mili-
tary tickets are $12. All Sun-
day matinee tickets are $10.

Tickets can be purchased 
online at www.AzleArts.
org, or by phone at 817-238-
PLAY (7529).
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Obituaries

A church alive is worth the drive! For more information or rates on listing your church, call Johnna at 817-270-3340

THE ABBEY CHURCH 
Pastor: Paul Brownback 

10400 Jacksboro Highway 
817-238-1404  

www.TheAbbeyChurch.com 
Morning Worship ���������������������������10:30 am 
Community Groups ��������������� Various Times

ASH CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH 
Pastor: Dr� G� Wesley Shotwell 

300 South Stewart St� 817-444-3219 
www.ashcreekbc.org 

Sunday School ��������������������������������9:30 am 
Contemporary Worship-TMP ���������10:45 am 
Traditional Worship  ����������������������10:45 am 
Evening Worship �����������������������������6:00 pm 
Wednesday Youth Refuge ����������������6:00 pm 
Wednesday Evening ������������������������6:15 pm

AZLE CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
(Disciples of Christ) Senior Minister, Ashley 

Dargai, Katie Medlin, Worship Minister 
117 Church St� • 817-444-3527 

Sunday School ������������������������������10:00 am 
Morning Worship ���������������������������11:00 am 

AZLE FIRST ASSEMBLY of GOD 
Pastor: Tim Stevens 

1020 S�E� Parkway, Azle 817-237-4903 
Sunday School ��������������������������������9:30 am 
Morning Worship ���������������������������10:30 am 
 Wednesday Evening �����������������������7:00 pm

COMMUNITY BIBLE 
FELLOWSHIP CHURCH 

Pastor - Alton Davis 817-521-4510 
1405 Reynolds Rd�, Azle 817-444-7117 
Directions: 730 N� to 1542 �5 mi� right  

on Cardinal, left on Reynolds 
Sunday School ��������������������������������9:45 am 
Morning Worship ���������������������������11:00 am 
Sunday Evening ������������������������������6:00 pm 
Wednesday Evening ������������������������7:00 pm

CORNERSTONE COMMUNITY CHURCH 
2233 Hwy 199 E� • Springtown 

817-221-LIFE (5433)  
Sunday Worship Service  �������10:00 am 
Wednesday   ����������������������������7:00 pm

CROSSROADS BAPTIST CHURCH 
Pastor - Jon Baker 

Corner FM 730S & FM 1886 
817-755-0279 

Transportation Available 
Worship Service ����������������������������10:30 am 
Wed� Prayer Service ������������������������7:00 pm

THE EDGE CHURCH - AZLE 
1313 S�E� Pkwy, Azle 817-237-4822 

Missouri Synod 
“Love God - Serve Others - Share Jesus” 

Traditional Worship �������������������������9:30 am 
Contemporary Worship������������������11:00 am

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
Pastor: Dr� Richard Reed 

200 Church St�, Azle 817-444-3323 
Morn� Worship ���������������8:30, 9:45 & 11 am 
Sunday School ������������������������9:45 & 11 am 
Youth (UMYF) ����5:00 pm Sun & 6:30 pm Wed

HOLY TRINITY CATHOLIC CHURCH 
800 Highcrest Dr� -  Azle 817-444-3063 

Saturday �����������������������������������������5:00 pm 
Sunday �������������������������������������������9:00 am 
Sunday �������������������������������11 am (Spanish) 
Daily Mass (M, T, Th, F) �������������������8:00 am 
Wednesday Mass Religious ED �������6:30 pm 
Confessions �����������������������������������Sat 4 pm

HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH ELCA 
4795 E� Hwy 199 - Reno 817-221-HOPE 

Follow us on Facebook for streaming 
services 

Sunday School ��������������������������������9:00 am 
Traditional Service ������������������������10:00 am

SOLID ROCK BIBLE CHURCH 
591 S� Reno Rd, , Springtown, Texas 76082 

Pastor - Bill Gay - 817-304-7443 
Coffee and Donuts ��������������������������9:00 am 
Sunday School ��������������������������������9:30 am 
Morning Worship ���������������������������10:30 am 

Children’s Church After Music Service 
Wed� Prayer Meeting �����������������������6:30 pm 
Wed� Bible Study �����������������������������7:00 pm

LEGACY CHURCH 
Assembly of God Church 
Pastor: Gary D� Veazey 

Hwy� 199 & Jaybird Lane 
817-221-2983 

Morning Worship ����������������9:15 & 11:00 am 
Kidz Zone���������������������������9:15 & 11:00 am 
Weds Evening Legacy Group Legacy Youth, Kids  
All Services �������������������������������������7:00 pm

SILVER CREEK 
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

Rev� Sheila Fiorella - Pastor 
2200 Church Rd�, Azle 817-444-1382 

www.silvercreekumc.org 
Sunday School 9:30 am • Worship 10:30 am

SILVER CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH 
Pastor:  Jay Ditty   

Minister of Music: David Musick 
Corner FM 730 S� & Veal Station Rd� 

Church 817-444-2325  
www.silvercreekbc.org  

Sunday School �������������������������������9:45  am 
Morning Worship ���������������������������10:50 am 
Evening Worship �����������������������������6:00 pm 
Wed� Prayer Service ������������������������7:00 pm

THE WORD@LAKESIDE CHURCH OF GOD 
9396 FM 1886 Fort Worth, TX 76135 

817-237-5500 
thewordatlakeside�com 

Pastors: Brandon and Kelly Bohannon 
Worship Pastor: Christen Moody 

Family Life and Young Adult Pastors: Jodie 
and Mark James, Kids Pastor: Katie Pearson, 

Student Pastors: Taylor and Sheridan 
Tomlin, Creative Directors: Logan and Carrie 

Edwards, Connections Coordinators: 
Preston and Ashley Larrew

Equip Sunday School at the WORD 9:30 AM 
Empower Worship at the WORD � 10:45 AM 
Kids at the WORD����������������������� 10:45 AM 
PreK at the WORD ���������������������� 10:45 AM 
Emanate at the WORD  
(Special Needs Ministry) ������������ 10:45 AM 
Nursery at the WORD ����������������� 10:45 AM 
Young Adults at the WORD ����������� 6:00 PM

Wednesdays 
Adult Bible Class ���������������������������7:00 PM 
The WORD Students (6th-12th grades) 6:30 

PM 
Awana Kids at the WORD  �������������6:30 PM 
Life at the WORD Life Groups Various Times

... ATTEND THE CHURCH OF YOUR CHOICE THIS SUNDAY

James R. Plowman 
Norma Plowman
913 N. Elm St.  

Weatherford, TX 76086
www.galbreaithpickard.com

1-800-593-2747

817-594-2747 • Fax 817-596-7803

Azle • Springtown • Mineral Wells • Weatherford 
817-444-3211 • www.whitesfuneral.com

Our family serving your family since 1908

Full Service
Funeral Home

Cremation
Services

Pre-Need
Plans

Bob White,
Anita White
and Zack Bellenger

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

A/C TUNEUP $55
NOW HIRING! 

11345 FM 730N
Azle 817-696-6421
Owner Kenny Bates 817-361-3695

GET READY FOR SUMMER!

Law Office of Bryan Weaver
Serving the community that has served  my family for three generations

General Civil Practice
� e Lawyer who makes house calls

Evening & Weekend appointments available
We are open, much can be done electronically.

Now is the time to work on your estate plan.

BWeaverlegal.com • 817-901-9255
Principal o�  ce in Azle, Texas
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Frances Ann Holsomback 
1943 - 2022

Frances Ann Holsomback, 
78, passed away Monday, 
July 11, 2022 at her home in 
Springtown.  

Funeral was at 12 p.m. 
Monday, July 18, 2022 at Al-
exander’s Midway, Spring-
town.  

Visitation started at 11 
a.m. on Monday, prior to the 
service. Burial followed at 
Goshen Cemetery.

In lieu of flowers family 
request donations be made 
to Cook Children’s Hospital 
or St Jude.

  Ann was born Dec. 27, 
1943 in Gatesville to Law-
rence and Vera Herring. 
They both preceded her in 
death along with two broth-
ers and her granddaughter, 
Haley Mobley.  She married 
her sweetheart in 1961 and 
they moved to Springtown 
in 1968.  Ann was a devot-
ed wife, mother and grand-
mother. 

  Left to cherish her mem-
ory are her son, J.T. Hol-
somback and wife, Wendy; 
daughters Starla Irby and 
husband Philip, Tisha Mo-
bley and husband, Michael 
and Tomi Jean Vaeth and 
husband, Nathan; her sis-
ter, Lanell Hill and husband 
Harold; 17 grandchildren; 
five great grandchildren; and 
several nieces and nephews.

The Azle News, 
July 20, 2022 Edition

Michael Padilla 
1957 - 2022

Michael Padilla, age 64, 
loving husband, father, 
brother and son passed away 
peacefully on July 14, 2022 
in Fort Worth, Texas. 

Michael was born August 
14, 1957 in Albuquerque, 
New Mexico to Teodoro 
and Olivia Mary Martinez 
Padilla. He graduated from 
Rio Grande High School in 
1975. In 1976, he enlisted in 
the US Marine Corps, where 
he achieved the rank of ser-
geant before his discharge 
in1982. On May 5, 1990, 
he married his wife, Debby, 
with whom he had two chil-
dren he dearly loved. He 
spent his life working in IT, 
which provided the means 
for him to support his family 
and to pursue his interest in 
raising thoroughbreds.  

Michael prioritized father-
hood, giving all of himself 
to create opportunity for his 
children. Over the years, 
Michael has touched many 
lives, and he will be missed 
by all who knew him. 

Michael is preceded in 
death by his parents, Teo-
doro and Olivia Padilla. 

He is survived by his wife 
of 32 years, Deborah Pa-
dilla; son, Patrick Padilla of 
Springtown, and daughter, 
Michelle Huff and husband 
Ryan of Fort Worth; brother, 
Ted Padilla and wife Jennie; 
sisters, Rose Mary Mon-
toya and husband Avenicio, 

Lillian Picard and husband 
Pete, and Cecilia Maestas 
and husband Jerry; as well 
as numerous nieces, neph-
ews, and friends. 

Visitation will be held 
on Monday, July 25 at 6:00 
p.m. at White’s Spring-
town Chapel in Springtown, 
Texas, with recitation of 
Holy Rosary to follow at 
7:00 p.m. Mass of Christian 
Burial will be celebrated 
on Tuesday, July 26 at 9:30 
a.m. at Holy Trinity Catholic 
Church in Azle, Texas. Inter-
ment will follow at 1 p.m. at 
DFW National Cemetery in 
Dallas, Texas. 

Flowers are gratefully 
declined. In lieu of flowers, 
donations in the memory 
of Michael may be made in 
support of the American Di-
abetes Association. You may 
make your gift online, by 
phone at 1-800-DIABETES, 
or by mail.

To place an obituary Call 817-270-3340 
or email us at: 
info@azlenews.net

His name was David. I’m 
going to call him David 
#2 for reasons that will be 
clear in a few more lines.

He was two grades ahead 
of me in school and lived 
on the corner of 7th and 
Eric streets. I have only one 
vivid memory of him.

My best friend was David 
#1 and he lived two doors 
down from me in the 600 
block of Franklin street. Da-
vid #1 was also two grades 
ahead of me but we played 
together all of the time and 
he was like a brother. 

By that I mean we went 
from playing to fighting 
sometimes several times in 
the same day.

On this particular day, we 
were all playing together 
and David #1 and I had 
one of our frequent fights. 
He stormed off toward his 
house and I was left with 
David #2. I was really upset 
about the fight and he said 
something that has proven 
true for over 50 years since 
that day. He said, “Gerry, 
you’re not a fighter. You’re 
a lover.”

I was in the 3rd grade. My 
mom married my stepfather 
in June after that school 
year and we moved. Both 
the David’s moved away at 
some point after that and I 
never saw them again.

Why did I begin with that 
story today?

Because I couldn’t think 
of anything to write about.

But, here’s the sequence 
of thought: I don’t know 
what to write … writer’s 
block … block … around 
the block … David who 
lived on the opposite corner 
of the block … a profound 
observation from an elev-
en-year-old boy … well, 
that was a productive trip 

BE AMAZING
By Gerry Lewis

Azle resident Dr. Gerry Lewis guides explorers to discover their AMAZING. 
He is an author, musician, and speaker, and a coach-sultant for individuals, 
churches, and organizations. More at www.discoveryouramazing.com.

A trip around the 
writer’s block 

around the block!
“You’re not a fighter. 

You’re a lover.”
I suppose my people-

pleasing, conflict-avoiding, 
peace-seeking nature was 
already showing up—de-
spite my frequent fistfights 
with David #1 and my 
younger brother, Jeff.

But there was also some-
thing in that observation 
of nine-year-old Gerry that 
sixty-year-old Gerry has re-
turned to time after time for 
all these intervening years. 
And hundreds of people 
have affirmed it.

I have learned that there 
are a few things worth 
fighting FOR—but the 
list is really short. I prefer 
words like “advocating” 
or “championing” rather 
than fighting. I’ll even go 
for “defending” as long as 
we’re talking about people.

There is almost nothing 
I’m going to fight OVER.

I’m not going to sug-
gest that anyone take my 
approach to life (though 
I certainly think it’s a lot 
healthier than going around 
looking for a fight).

What I am going to sug-
gest is that every person 
reading this should under-
stand who you really are—
the unique and amazing you 
God created—and find a 
way to live purposefully in 
that God-given identity.

If I can help people know 
how much they are loved by 
God, how much their lives 
matter, and that I love them 
and will seek their benefit, 
then I’m well on the way to 
living my amazing.

Even if I can’t think of 
anything to write.

Be amazing today, my 
friend.

Azle Area Ministe-
rial Alliance will hold a 
Carter BloodCare com-
munity blood drive from 
3:30-6:30 p.m. Aug. 1 at 
the First United Method-
ist Church in Azle, 200 
Church St.

Ministerial 
Alliance to hold 
blood drive 

People may sign up by 
accessing https://ww3.
greatpartners.org/donor/
schedules/dr ive_sched-
ule/127874.

For more information, 
call Colleen Horan at Carter 
BloodCare at 817-412-5372.
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AZLE INSURANCE 

DIRECTORY

AUTHORIZED AGENT

Kaye Burtnett & Vanessa Roberson

905 E. Hwy. 199 Springtown, TX 76082

HOME • AUTO • FARM • LIFE

Protecting Texans, Prioritizing customer service

Thank you for voting us 
Best Insurance Agency 2021

Amy Kaplan, Agent

813 E. Hwy. 199

Springtown, TX

817-220-5222

Voted Best Agent of Parker County 2014, 2015 & 2016

Parker County

Voted Best Insurance Agency of Parker County 2015

www.amykaplaninsurance.com

Dale Mares, 
AAMS BIG SAVINGS
MARES INSURANCE GROUP INC
208 W. MAIN, AZLE • 817-444-1491 
dalemares@allstate.com

Insurance and coverages subject to terms, qualifications and availability. 

Allstate Vehicle and Property Insurance Co. Allstate Fire and Casualty 

Insurance Co. Northbrook, Ilinois 2010 Allstate Insurance Co.

HOGLE
INSURANCE 

GROUP

HOGLEINSURANCE.COM

“OUR BEST POLICY IS PERSONAL SERVICE”

817-444-6389SHAYE HOGLE HOGYE HOGLE

Health · Life · Disability · Dental · Final Expense

817-444-1129
682-209-2027

www.SorrowFamilyInsurance.com

Stephanie and Ed

Home · Auto · Boat · Motorcycle · Big Rig · Mobile Home

Our Family Helping Yours!

Paying Too 

Much For 

Insurance?

Call For 

Your Free 

Quote

Sorrow Family Insurance

  817-444-1100
408 Boyd Ct. • Azle

www.HaleyCarter.com

PEOPLE’S CHOICE AWARDS 5 YEARS IN A ROW!

VOTED #1 INSURANCE AGENCY IN AZLE

HALEY CARTER

Albracht Harwood
Insurance Agency Inc.

120 S. Main St #4, Springtown, TX 76082

albrachtharwoodinsurance.com

(817) 220-4700
2nd Location - Grapevine, TX

Dr. Joseph McCreary, III 
FAMILY & COSMETIC DENTISTRY

Family dentistry for all ages. Serving the Azle, Texas area

209 Roe Street, Azle TX 76020 • 817-444-3209

Go ahead 
& smile!

PREVENTATIVE • RESTORATIVE • COSMETIC

Crowns & Bridges • Whitening • Dentures • Dental Veneers 

Implant Restoration • Cosmetic Dentistry • Pediatric Dentistry & More...

Azle FCCLA earns silver 

medal at national competition

Azle High School students Kristina Birkeland, left, and Skye Dickens traveled to San Diego this sum-

mer to present their Sustainability Challenge Project at the National Leadership Conference and were 

awarded a silver medal. Courtesy photo

BY JESSICA MCKINNEY
azlereporter@azlenews.net

Azle High School students 

Skye Dickens and Kristina 

Birkeland brought home a 

medal after traveling to San 

Diego for the Family, Career 

and Community Leaders 

of America National Lead-

ership Conference a few 

weeks ago.

The two-person team 

competed in the STAR 

Event Sustainability Chal-

lenge Level 2 and won a sil-

ver medal for their project. 

The event was held June 29-

July 3.

Skye and Kristina’s proj-

ect was focused on green 

cleaning, specifically mi-
crofiber mops and chemical 
concentrates.

“I am so proud of every-

thing they have accom-

plished and all the hard work 

they have put into their proj-

ect,” said Natasha Deramee, 

the Azle FCCLA advisor.

Azle FCCLA joined 

more than 7,000 other stu-

dent members, advisers 

and guests at the San Diego 

Convention Center for the 

annual National Leadership 

Conference.

The conference provided 

members with opportuni-

ties to listen to inspirational 

speakers, attend youth work-

shops, compete on a national 

level and network with other 

youth leaders, according to a 

news release from Deramee.

“(Kristina and Skye) are 

already talking about com-

peting next year,” Deramee 

said.

Next year’s NCL will be 

held July 2-6 in Denver. For 

more information about how 

to get involved as a student, 

sponsor or supporter for 

Azle FCCLA, contact Na-

tasha Deramee at Azle High 

School. 

During the Azle Rotary Club meeting last week, Azle High School junior Anna Preston, left, and AHS 

senior Trey Thornton discussed their recent trip to the Rotary Youth Leadership Awards camp in June 

at Tarleton State University in Stephenville. Around 170 to 200 students attended the camp, which, as 

described on RYLA’s website, is an “intensive leadership development program developed in 1971 by 

Rotary International for young leaders.” Students at the camp also learn to develop other skills, such 

as teamwork and self-confidence. Photo by Don Munsch 

Rotary Youth Leadership Awards camp
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I must have been about 6 
or 7, and I found myself rid-
ing with my dad on the way 
to my grandparents’ house. 
It was a spring morning as 
we drove down the highway 
and I was occupying my 
time like young people of 
the age did when they trav-
eled in the car; we looked 
out the window and ob-
served the world around us.

Naturally, my observa-
tions would lead to ques-
tions directed at my “all-
seeing and all-knowing” 
father. I never had a doubt 
he could answer any ques-
tion I would send his way 
and the answer would be 
absolutely, unequivocally 
correct. There was a great 
deal of comfort to have such 
a source of information so 
readily available. On that 
trip, I would ask questions 
like, “what kind of stuff do 
they put in silos?” “how 
come they plant corn in 
rows?” “why do cars need 
gas?” and on and on.

The trip continued with 
Dad answering my many 
questions and it wasn’t long 
before I noticed the sky 
had started to change. As I 
looked down the highway, I 
could see the sky had turned 
very dark. I was young, but 
I knew this meant it was go-
ing to rain. In a few miles, 
I could see a deluge of rain 
falling on one side of the 
highway, but curiously there 
was no rain on the other side 

Raindrops may be falling 

on my head, but do they fall 

on everyone else?

Sam Houston is a syndicated columnist and newspaper executive. He is 

also an author, actor, playwright and entertainment producer/promoter.

FROM MY FRONT PORCH
By Sam Houston

of the road. I was mesmer-
ized! For the life of me, I 
could not understand how 
the rain just stopped over 
one side of the road, but yet 
was flooding the other side.

“Dad,” I asked, “How 
does it rain on one side of 
the road, and it doesn’t rain 
on the other? I thought when 
it rained it rained all over 
the whole world!”

My father looked at me in 
shaken disbelief, like surely, 
I must not have sprung from 
his loins. Perhaps I had been 
adopted? 

“No, Sam, it can rain 
where you are standing and 
not be raining 10 feet away. 
Lots of times rain skips all 
over the place and it cer-
tainly doesn’t rain all over 
the world at the same time.” 

My mouth dropped open. 
Are you kidding me? I was 
young and had the impres-
sion that whatever was hap-
pening in my world, was 
happening everywhere. 
Dad gave his young son a 
real education that day: Just 
because something affects 
you, doesn’t mean everyone 
else in the world is affected 
the same way.

I was very young so my 

ignorance about rain is un-
derstandable. Unfortunately, 
there are a lot of grownups 
in the world who haven’t 
learned that lesson yet, so it 
seems. Not everyone in the 
world has the same experi-
ences, and those different 
experiences mold us to be 
different people. Experienc-
es give us different perspec-
tives of the world around us.

I am pretty sure a farm 
boy in Kansas doesn’t really 
understand what it is like to 
live in the inner city of New-
ark, New Jersey. I am equal-
ly certain, that “street kid” 
from Jersey would have no 
idea of how to milk a cow, 
nor plant a garden in rural 
Kansas. It doesn’t make one 
person right and the other 
person wrong. They simply 
have different perspectives 
of the world because of 
their life experiences. Un-
derstanding that differences 
exist allows us all to live 
together in peace and under-
standing.

Thought for the day: We 
can complain because the 
rose bushes have thorns, or 
celebrate because thorns 
have roses.

Until next time.

BY MADELYN EDWARDS
madelyn@azlenews.net 

Reno City Council ex-
tended the water Drought 
Contingency Plan at Stage 
5 until all conditions are 
met for replenishing stor-
age capacity for three con-
secutive days. 

According to a letter dat-
ed July 11, the city entered 
Stage 5 of the Drought 
Contingency Plan because 
the water consumption 
reached at least 90% of the 
available amount for three 
consecutive weeks and be-
cause the water levels in 
any of the tanks can’t be 
replenished to capacity for 
three consecutive weeks.

The letter stated exces-

Reno City Council extends 
Stage 5 water restrictions

sive water usage and lack 
of rain explained why the 
city was having trouble 
keeping the storage tanks 
full. 

At the special meeting on 
Monday, City Administra-
tor Scott Passmore said that 
one of the city’s wells is 
out of commission because 
of a broken pumping mo-
tor, and the other wells in 
Reno’s system have slowed 
down because they’re worn 
out. Passmore said that it 
will cost $30,000 to fix 
Well 6, and the part is ex-
pected to arrive in four to 
five months.

Passmore also said a wa-
ter main on Quail Run is 
cracked and is scheduled 
for repair this week. 

Reno is buying wa-
ter from Azle and Walnut 
Creek Special Utility Dis-
trict during this time. Pass-
more told the city council 
on Monday that there were 
some days that Reno’s wa-
ter tank only had two feet 
when it normally has 15-18 
feet. As of Monday eve-
ning, the storage tank was 
at 11 feet. 

“I begged and we plead-
ed with people to quit wa-
tering. They wouldn’t do 
it, so we put them on Stage 
5,” Passmore said during 
the meeting. 

Stage 5 is an emergency 
water shortage and is de-
fined by the following re-
strictions: 

No watering outdoors 

with sprinklers or irrigation 
systems. 

No hosing paved sur-
faces or other impervious 
surfaces, unless it’s to al-
leviate an immediate health 
or safety hazard. 

No hosing buildings or 
structures unless for fire 
protection. 

No allowance of runoff 
or other waste, such as fail-
ure to repair leaks. 

No washing vehicles, 
motorbikes, boats, trailers 
or airplanes. 

No flushing gutters or 
permitting water to run or 
accumulate in gutters or 
streets. 

No filling or refilling in-
door or outdoor swimming 
pools or jacuzzi-type pools. 

No using water in foun-
tains or ponds for aesthetic 
or scenic purposes, unless 
it’s to support aquatic life. 

No using water from fire 
hydrants unless for the pur-
pose of firefighting, health, 
safety and welfare. 

The exception to these 
rules is that the city will 
allow watering of founda-
tions for house warranties 
that require that on Tues-
days and Thursdays from 8 
p.m. to 6 a.m., according to 
the city’s letter. 

Those who are caught 
violating these restrictions 
are subject to a citation 
and $500 fine per incident, 
Passmore said during the 
council meeting. 

Reno residents are also 

being told to boil and cool 
water before consuming it 
– drinking, cooking with it 
and making ice – because 
of a water line break, low 
water pressures and mixing 
of waters. A notice from 
the city instructed residents 
to bring water to a vigor-
ous, rolling boil and boil it 
for two minutes. Residents 
of Creek Forest do not have 
to boil water. 

Mayor Sam White 
thanked Azle, Springtown 
and Walnut Creek SUD for 
helping supply Reno with 
water. Mayor Pro-Tem 
Katie Tucker and Deputy 
Pro-Tem Hernando Herrera 
praised Reno staff for their 
work on trying to fix the 
water issue.

BY JESSICA MCKINNEY
azlereporter@azlenews.net

Azle educators and stu-
dents have reason to cel-
ebrate this summer.

Students in Azle ISD were 
rated on 60 performance 
levels through the State of 
Texas Assessments of Aca-
demic Readiness (STAAR) 
exams taken last year. Of 
those 60, students in the dis-
trict showed growth in 53 
areas.

Amanda Wimpee, the dis-
trict’s director of curriculum 
and student services, made a 
presentation of the district’s 
STAAR results to the Board 

STAAR results show learning growth in AISD
of Trustees during their 
regular monthly meeting on 
July 18.

Wimpee’s chart broke 
down the different test areas 
at each grade level and each 
campus, comparing the 2022 
results to the previous year, 
as well as the campus’ re-
sults compared to the state.

Students are scored on 
three measurements: ap-
proaches, meets and masters.

The STAAR exams cover 
20 tested areas:

• Third grade reading and 
math

• Fourth grade reading and 
math

• Fifth grade reading, 

math, and science
• Sixth grade reading and 

math
• Seventh grade reading 

and math
• Eighth grade reading, 

math, science and social 
studies

Ninth grade STAAR ex-
ams include Algebra I, Eng-
lish I and Biology. The 10th 
grade STAAR test covers 
English II, and 11th grade 
STAAR is for U.S. History.

Students showed improve-
ment in all performance lev-
els (approaches, meets, and 
masters) in 16 of 20 tested 
areas. There was growth in 
two masters areas and one 

meets.
“We have 53 places that 

are bright green (higher than 
the state) and I really want to 
make sure that we celebrate 
that because we’ve had 24 
months of hardship and our 
kids are persevering, so 
that’s something to be proud 
of,” Wimpee said.

AISD Superintendent 
Todd Smith was equally ex-
cited.

“I am extremely pleased 
with our STAAR results, 
especially given everything 
our students and staff have 
been through the past 2 ½ 
school years,” he said in an 
email. “As Amanda Wimpee 

shared last night, our stu-
dents showed a lot of growth 
in a several areas. We will 
address our areas of weak-
nesses while continuing to 
build on our strengths as 
well. Our scores reflect the 
hard work and commitment 
of our teachers, staff, cam-
pus administrators, students, 
and parents. We look for-
ward to another school year 
of academic growth for ALL 
students.”

Some changes have been 
made with regard to STAAR 
testing in light of House Bill 
4545, which passed during 
the 87th Legislative Ses-
sion. The requirement for 

fifth and eighth grade pro-
motion has been eliminated 
“so there are no longer any 
high stakes for elementary 
and middle school students 
taking the STAAR. School 
systems, however, may have 
local policies related to how 
students are promoted to the 
next grade level or retained,” 
the Texas Education Agency 
stated in a news release.

Other changes will also 
be coming that will require 
the STAAR tests to be rede-
signed to better align with 
classroom instruction and do 
away with schools “teaching 
to the test.”

BY TERRI SCHLICHENMEYER
Don’t look now.
No, don’t! Because if you 

do, you’ll see that school 
is starting soon. Summer’s 
more than half over and you 
haven’t done even a portion 
of the things you wanted to 
do this summer. You need 
more bike-riding time. You 
need more time in the pool 
and more hours with your 
friends. You need to check 
out these three great books, 
to see what else you might 
be missing.

Do you know what’s in 
your backyard?  Really, 
down to the dirt? If you 
don’t, then take a peek at 
“Expedition Backyard” 
by Rosemary Mosco and 
Binglin Hu (RH Graphic, 
$12.99). It’s the story of 
Mole and Vole and the ad-
venture of a lifetime. 

On a series of beautiful 
days, the two friends trav-
el from their side-by-side 
homes on a walk through 
the woods, in the country, 
through the city, and around 
the trees to see what’s there. 
Along the way, there are 
birds to watch, wildlife to 
avoid (eek!), and interest-

ing things to study. Written 
in graphic novel form, this 
book is great for kids ages 7 
to 10 and will prod them to 
notice what’s beneath their 
feet and over their heads.

It’s July, but so what? 
There’s still enough time 
to plant a small garden and 
grow some yummy vegeta-
bles, and “Seeds in Soil” by 
Susan Apps-Bodilly (Wis-
consin Historical Society 
Press, $18.95) will show 
you how to do it.

Chances are, you’ve 
spent a pretty fair amount of 
time playing in the dirt, but 
this book tells you how to 
get dinner by doing it. From 
knowing your soil and mak-
ing it perfect, to determin-
ing the kind of garden you 
want, this book helps kids 
learn how to garden – but 
that’s not all. There’s a few 
short pages here on putting 
food up for the winter, a 
chapter on growing flow-
ers and herbs, your kids will 
find recipes, and there are 
projects to do that’ll keep 
them busy all winter long. 
Though this book is Wis-
consin-centric, its informa-
tion will appeal to eight to 

13-year-olds from any geo-
graphic area.

And once you’ve har-
vested the vegetables, what 
will you do with them?  Find 
more ideas inside “Ultimate 
Food Atlas” (National Geo-
graphic Kids, $12.99). Any 
young foodie will drool over 
this book, with history, quiz-
zes, and geography inside, 
and there are all kinds of fast 
facts that kids love to know. 
Take your stomach on a trip 
through each of the conti-
nents, learn about the types 
of breakfast foods people 
eat in other lands, find some 
recipes to try, and read about 
other kids’ favorite desserts. 
This is one of those books 
that ages eight to 13 will love 
to browse – especially if they 
love to eat.

If these great books don’t 
fill the time for your favor-
ite kid, be sure to ask your 
local librarian or booksell-
er. There are so many new 
books and old favorites 
that can make this summer 
the best one ever – and all 
you have to do is ask. In 
the meantime, these three 
books are absolutely worth 
a look right now.

c.2022, various 

publishers, $12.99-

$18.95, various 

page counts

BOOK REVIEW

Still plenty 

to do with 

kids this 

summer 
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Convenient Location

Corner of Main St. & Locust • Azle

817-444-3292

Ash Creek 
Storage

Not Certified by any Texas Board of Legal Specialization

•฀Family฀Law฀฀
•฀Criminal฀Law
•฀Business฀Law฀
•฀Personal฀Injury
•฀Wills/Probate

817270-0030
337฀W.฀MAIN฀ST.฀•฀AZLE฀

Attorneys and Counselors at Law

W. Faye Murphree
D. Brent Murphree

Banquet Hall Rental
(300 max capacity)

 Business฀Events฀•฀Weddings
฀Birthday฀Parties฀•฀Anniversaries฀

Offi ce/Retail Space for Lease
Booking/Leasing:

Contact Darlene Tucker 817-721-7185

Like us on 

Facebook

140 W. Main St.  • Azle
817-444-4613

Refills AvAilAble 
At ouR locAtion

PROPANE & TANKS
For Sale and Lease

family owned & operated since 1946

RURAL GAS SUPPLY

In Business 
Since 1946!

Eric Chisholm, Owner

233 W. Main • 817-444-5057

“Where customers send friends”
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Because 

We Care
•   

Essential Oils

•  Homeopathic 

& herbal 

products

•  Accepting Most 

Insurance

•  Convenient 

Drive-Thru

•  FREE 

Deliveries 

In Azle City 

Limits

•  Most 

Prescriptions 

filled within 

15 minutes.

Pharmacy 817-406-4546 

Fax 817-406-4550 
Hours: Mon-Fri 8:30 am - 6 pm, 

Sat 9 am - 1 pm, Closed Sun.

More than just a pharmacy.

232 W. Main St, Azle • lauraspharmacy.com

FOR ONE YEAR

$25

ONLINE SUBSCRIPTION
Save a tree, 

subscribe online!

817-270-3340

www.azlenews.net

WILDFIRE DANGER 

CONTINUES TO RISE

As we cross the halfway 

point of July, wildfire dan-

ger continues to increase 

across the state. On Friday, 

Texas A&M Forest Service 

firefighters responded to 15 
new wildfires that burned 
651 acres. As of Sunday, 
there were eight active 

wildfires; the largest was 
the Nethery Road Fire in 

Kimble County, involving 
an estimated 3,500 acres. It 
has been 70% contained.

The forest service is tak-

ing to the air to augment 

fire suppression efforts on 
the ground. It has opened 
the Austin Airtanker Base 

at the Austin-Bergstrom 

International Airport. The 
service has three dozen 

aircraft mobilized at 17 
airports around the state 

for wildfire response. The 
Austin Airtanker Base will 

serve as a reload station for 

aircraft coming and going 

to wildfires. It is the only 
airport in the state set up 

for what is known as a Very 

Large Airtanker, or DC-10.
Forest service aircraft 

can get anywhere in Texas 

in under one hour. Since 

being placed in operation 
in early December, they 
have flown 4,641 hours and 
dumped 6.8 million gallons 

Gary Borders is a veteran award-winning Texas journalist. He published a 

number of community newspapers in Texas during a 30-year span, includ-

ing in Longview, Fort Stockton, Nacogdoches and Cedar Park. 

gborders@texaspress.com.

CAPITOL HIGHLIGHTS
By Gary Borders

of water and retardant on 

Texas wildfires.
“This year, we have uti-

lized aviation resources for 

response in areas experi-

encing significant wildfire 
activity,” said Jared Karns, 

with the forest service. 

“These aircraft provide 

support to ground crews 

and assist in protecting 

homes as well as other crit-

ical infrastructure.”

There are now 212 
counties across the state 

with burn bans — 84% of 
the total number of Texas 
counties.

SIX WAYS TO SAVE WATER 

IN SUMMER HEAT

TDWB is offering six 
tips on saving water in a 

state whose population is 

expected to increase from 

29.5 million in 2021 to 
51.1 million in 2070 — a 
73% increase that will put 
a strain on water supplies. 

Water conservation is one 

of the major strategies 

recommended in the 2022 
state water plan. Here are 

the tips:

• Water landscape in the 

early morning and at night 

when winds are calmer and 

temperatures lower.

• Design a water-wise 

landscape with native 

shrubs, trees and grasses. 
Native plants have adapted 

to a region’s climate and 

conserve water more effi-

ciently.

• Follow local watering 

restrictions. They’re there 

for a reason: to make sure a 

community doesn’t run out 

of water.

• Manage in-ground ir-

rigation systems and check 

sprinkler heads. Avoid 

leaving systems on auto-

matic settings that may 

come on when it isn’t nec-

essary — like during a 
thunderstorm.

• Consider installing a 
rainwater harvesting sys-

tem. In general, for every 
inch of rain that falls on 

a 2,000-square-foot roof, 
about 1,000 gallons of water 
can be collected. Find out 
more here: https://tinyurl.

com/mryburys.
• Cover your pool or 

spa when not in use, since 

evaporation throughout the 

summer can add up to the 

equivalent of a pool’s vol-
ume.

FOURTH CONSECUTIVE 

MONTH WITH RAIN DEFICIT

Unsurprisingly, June was 

warmer and drier for much 

of Texas, according to Dr. 

Mark Wentzel, hydrologist 

with the Texas Water Devel-

opment Board. At the end 

of June, drought conditions 

covered 86% of the state, 
up 8 percentage points from 

May.

“That all adds up to the 

conclusion that Texas is in 

a significant drought, the 
worst since 2011, but not 
worse than 2011,” Wentzel 
wrote.

The drought predictably 
is having an effect on the 
state’s water supply res-

ervoirs, which are at 75% 
of capacity, 10 percentage 
points below normal for this 
time of year, according to 

TWDB.

TXDOT APPROVES $146 

MILLION FOR STATEWIDE 

TRANSIT

Two grants totaling $146 
million have been an-

nounced by the Texas De-

Wildfire danger continues to rise
partment of Transportation 

to fund transit providers 

across the state, particularly 

in rural areas.

“This funding is critical to 

ensuring everyone in Texas, 

especially in rural areas, has 

access to where they need to 

go safely and reliably,” Tx-

DOT Transportation Com-

missioner Alvin New said.

Transit agencies can use 

the funds, which come from 

both federal and state cof-
fers, to cover maintenance 

costs, buy new buses, build 
new facilities and expand 

services to more people, 

according to TxDOT. The 

funding is a 65% increase 
over last summer’s funds, 

in large part due to federal 

funds from the infrastructure 

act passed last year.

O’ROURKE OUTRAISES 

ABBOTT IN LAST FOUR 

MONTHS

Democratic gubernatorial 
challenger Beto O’Rourke 

raised $27.3 million from 
Feb. 20 to June 20, outpac-

ing Gov. Gregg Abbott’s 
$25 million, according to 
the Austin American-States-

man. Abbott still has a com-

manding lead in cash on 

hand, with $46 million in the 
bank. The O’Rourke cam-

paign has not released how 

much cash it has on hand.

The O’Rourke campaign 

said nearly all its donations 

were made online, at an av-

erage of $54. Teachers gave 
more money than people 

from any other occupation.

The latest poll indicates 

the race for governor has 

tightened, though Abbott 
still holds a 6-point lead — 
45% to 39%.

BA.2 VARIANT OF COVID-19 

SPURS HIKE IN CASES

With the highly transmis-

sible BA.2 variant of CO-

VID-19 now the dominant 
strain, the number of new 
cases continues to rise in 

Texas and elsewhere. The 

Coronavirus Resource Cen-

ter at Johns Hopkins Uni-

versity reported 107,367 
new cases in Texas during 

the past week, up 27% from 
the previous week. A total of 

124 new deaths were report-
ed, just slightly up from the 

previous week. The number 
of lab-confirmed COVID-19 
hospitalizations rose slightly 

to 3,240, according to the 
Texas Department of State 

Health Services.

Nearly 60% of the state’s 
entire population is fully 

vaccinated, according to 

DSHS, with 7.178 million 
Texans also getting at least 

one booster shot.



CLASSIFIEDS

Ad Classifications

Reach more than 8,000 households with combo 
advertising in the Azle News and the Springtown Epigraph.

Nobody does it better!

  CLASSIFIED 

AD DEADLINE:  

MONDAY BY 4:30 P.M. 

Most ads require payment in 

advance, but we do accept VISA,  

MASTERCARD, DISCOVER OR 

AMERICAN EXPRESS by phone.

CLASSIFIED 817-270-3340 - Azle - classified@azlenews.net
817-220-7217 - Springtown - shirley@springtown-epigraph.net

1. .. Air Condition/Heating
2. ........................Antiques
3...................... Appliances
4............Appliance Repair
5.......................Arts/Crafts
6............... Asphalt Paving
7..........................Auctions
8..................Autos, Trucks
9....... Auto Repair Service
10...........Backhoe Service
11. .............. Boats, Motors
12.................Bookkeeping
13....................... Business 

Opportunity
14.......... Campers/Trailers
15.............Carports/Patios
16.........Equipment Repair
17.............. Carpet Service
18 ........................Catering
19................ Cement Work
20.....................Demolition
21..................... Child Care
22..................... Cosmetics
23.....Computers/Services

24..................... Electrician
25................. Equipment & 
                         Tool Rental
26 ................... Excavating
27............... Exterminating
28 .......... Farm Equipment
29 .........................Fencing
30 ...................... Firewood
31 ...............................Free
32 ........................ For Sale
33 .......................Furniture
34....................... Garage & 
                       Estate Sales
35 ....Garden/Mowing Svc
36.......................... Hauling
37.................................Hay
38...............Health/Fitness
39 .................Help Wanted
40 .....Home Improvement
41 ............House Leveling
42............ House Cleaning
43..........................Hunting
44..........Janitorial Service
45................... Job Wanted

46............. Looking to Buy
47................ Lost & Found
48... Maintenance/Repairs
49..... Masonry/Stonework
50... Mobile Home Service
51.................. Motorcycles
52...........................Movers
53.....Musical Instruments
54..............Music Lessons
55...............Miscellaneous
56 Party Planning/Events
57.............. Pets/Livestock
58................Piano Service
59..................Pool Service
60..................Professional 

Services
61........................ Personal
62.......................Plumbing
63.................Public Notice
64................. Photography
65..........................Printing
66..........................Roofing
67...................... Recycling
68..........................Storage

69.................. Sand/Gravel
70..................Septic Tanks
71.......Sewing/Alterations
72...............Sewer Service
73........................TV/Radio
74............. Tractor Service
75.....................Upholstery
76......... Vacuum Cleaners
77...........................Wanted
78...................Well Drilling
79..........................Welding
80.................Lots/Acreage
81.....................Business & 

Commercial Property
82.................RV’s for Rent
83............ Houses for Sale
84................Mobile Homes  

for Rent
85................Mobile Homes  

for Sale
86...... Mobile Home/RV Lots
87.............Rent Furnished
88......... Rent Unfurnished
89 ............ Wanted to Rent

RATES

16 Words or Less:

Combo (Azle & Springtown)
Only $10.00 per week!

Over 16 words, add 20 cents per word

Extras such as Bold, Center & Border 

are available for a small fee

Classified boxed display ads also 

available for $9.00 per column inch

(All ads must be paid in advance unless 

you have previously established credit)

 
006          Asphalt Paving

 008             Autos, Trucks

 009 Auto Repair Service

 014  Campers & Trailers

 019             Cement Work
Allen Chesney Concrete

All Types of Concrete Work

Residential - Commercial

Foundations, driveways, 

sand, gravel, demolition, 

haul-off, retaining walls

817-271-4541

Concrete Services, Patios, 
Driveways, Sidewalks, Retaining 
Walls, Foundations, Stone Walls. 
Free Estimates. 817-371-8597.

MAINSTREAM group homes are 
hiring for FT/PT direct care staff.  
Weekday 3:30pm-8:30am shifts 
as well as 24-hour weekend 
shifts.  Work 2 days a week, get 
paid to sleep, and have a full-
time job!  Paid training, benefits, 
bonuses, and OT opportunities.  
Start $9.00/hr with quick 
advancement possible. Call 
817-270-2747, Monday-Friday, 
9am-3pm.

TK’s Pools is hiring laborers.  Call 
817-677-2494.

Adult male needs Attendant Care 
Worker, Full-time or Part-time 
or Backup work. Great Work 
Environment. Serious Inquiries 
Only. Go to azlecareworker.com 
for more information 682-429-
9067 Text or Leave Message.

Need a full-time receptionist for 
real estate office, 9 to 5, Monday 
Through Friday, general clerical 
and phone skills. Send resume to 
200 W. Main St. Azle 76020. Attn: 
Donna Bransom. 817-925-8281.

Shinola’s Texas Cafe in 
Springtown is hiring for all 
positions! .We are continuing 
to grow as our in house and 
catering business expands. 
Please come by and one of our 
managers will be happy to assist 
you. 301 Martin Ave.Springtown

Azle Chiropractic is seeking a 
P/T position for a Chiropractic 
Assistant, apply at office, 400 
Boyd Court, Azle. 817-444-4357.

NS Repair Services is looking 
to hire a couple more heavy 
equipment mechanics. Super 
busy and lots of work. Start 
immediately here in Azle. Pay 
based on knowledge and 
experience. We have an empty 
truck and a brand new shop that 
are ready and waiting. Call Niel at 
817-412-0621,  Jimmie at 817-
412-0622.

J&E Air Conditioning Now Hiring!  
Service Tech, Installers and 
Helpers.  Competitive wages and 
benefits.  Contact our office 817-
220-4506 for more information.

 032                     For Sale
Thomasville American Oak-
Dinning table/ with eight chairs. 
Great condition! $750.00

Call Dawn at 817-366-7322

Wurlitzer Spinet Piano, French 
Provincial, excellent condition. 
$250.00.

Call 817-876-2661.

 034   Garage & Estate Sales
Garage Sale

Azle First Assembly, 1020 SE 
Pkwy, shop indoors. 7am-2pm, 
Friday and Saturday, July 22-23.

Collectibles, seasonal, something 
for everyone.

Indoor Moving Sale

Wednesday through Friday 
6am-2pm. Furniture, Queen Bed 
with linens, sofa, Curio Cabinet, 
Recliner, lots of misc. items. 517 
Robin Ln, Azle. 817-228-5790.

EXTRAORDINARY ESTATE SALE 
in a 4200SF five car garage 
home, along with a second 
structure! Vintage furniture, 
Vintage kitchen, Grandfather 
clocks, Sofas, Patio, Sunroom, 
Designer Men and Women’s 
clothing, shoes and handbags, 
Jewelry, Vintage outdoor garden, 
Vintage electronics, Vintage 
musical equipment, Waterford, 
Lladro, Books, Lionel train cars, 
Custom Leddy Gato Belly men 
and women’s Cowboy boots, 
Craps and poker table, MCM 
Zenith console w/ working 
turntable and AM/FM radio, 
Beds, Dressers, Black leather 
electric media chairs, and SO 
MUCH MORE! Parking and 
security assistance from FWPD 
Friday, Saturday,Sunday 9-5

6315 N. Hill Ln. 

Above & Beyond It All Estate 
Sales

Yard Sale

350 Horseshoe Dr., Spt.

Fri-SAT. 9AM-4PM

Lots of kids clothes & shoes, and 
more.

Large Inside/Outside Yard Sale

291 Morrow Rd, Spt

Tues-Thurs. 9am-4pm

Lots to see.

Huge Estate Sale!                             

1734 Gale St. Azle, Texas 

furniture, household, tools, boat, 
fishing gear, & more.       
Time: 08:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.           

Thurs. 7/21 thru Sat. 7/23

 035   Garden/Mowing Service

Need your lawn mowed, trimmed 
or cleaned up? Need your trees 

trimmed or cut? Any job big or 
small give Scooter a call. Free 
Estimates. 817-766-3834.

COWBOY LAWN CARE. 
Residential, farm, gardens, 
landscaping, tree trimming. Free 
Estimates. 817-271-0450. Spring 
Specials.

HOMETOWN LAWN CARE. Best 
Prices Around. Free Estimates. 
Call Cody 817-454-6090.

Wise Outdoor Solutions

Pasture mowing 15 acres or less,

Finish mowing, Lawn Service. 

940-399-1677

 039              Help Wanted

Looking for mature people to 
work with small animals. Must 
have reliable transportation. Call 
for more information 817-926-
3300.

Springtown ISD is accepting 
applications for Bus Drivers and 
Monitors. Training available. 
Contact the Transportation Dept. 
817-220-1418.

 020                  Demolition

 024                 Electrician
BULLDAWG ELECTRIC CO. 

All types of electrical services 
and MH hook-ups. 

Free Estimates. 817-675-4921

www.bulldawgelectric.com. 
TECL#25253.

 026                 Excavating

 029                       Fencing

BOBBY’S FENCE. All types, 

Free Estimates, Over 26 years 

experience. 817-444-3213.

KILEY CHESNEY

CONSTRUCTION

All Types Fences - Tractor Work

817-846-6645
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BYRUM CONSTRUCTION
Asphalt Paving

•Driveways •Parking Lots
•Asphalt Repairs & Sealcoating

•Asphalt Millings •Gravel
Bruce Byrum         817-690-2429
Azle, Texas

Rainwater’s 
Transmission & Auto Repair

201 E. Hwy. 199, Springtown 

682-615-7250

TRANSMISSION • BRAKES 
A/C • ENGINE SERVICE

LOCALLY 

& FAMILY 

OWNED!

Kiley Chesney Construction
Dirt & Concrete Work

Kiley Chesney, Owner

Springtown,฀TX฀•฀Mobile฀817-846-6645

Driveways฀•฀House฀Slabs฀•฀Garages฀•฀Add-ons 

Small฀Land฀Clean-ups฀•฀Gravel฀Driveways

MCNEELY’S 
DEMOLITION & 

CLEAN UP SERVICE

We Create Vacancy

FREE ESTIMATES
817-996-7887

253 Eagles Way, Springtown

•Tear Down 
•Removal 
•Haul Off 
•Mobile
    Homes
•Garages

•Barns 
•Houses
•Bobcat 
    Service
•Dirt/Gravel
    Spreading

E-Conn Electric
Service, Remodel, New Construction

Insured/BBB Accredited

817-615-7164
Customer Satisfaction is our Goal!

C/C ACCEPTED TECL20470

817-523-7248฀•฀817-239-6215

ALL TYPES OF EXCAVATING
Tanks฀•฀House฀Pads฀•฀Clearing

Also ..

Sand฀•฀Top฀Soil฀•฀Gravel

REED EXCAVATING
•฀SITE฀PREPARATION฀ •฀GRAVEL฀ROADS
•฀LOT฀CLEARING฀ •฀PARKING฀LOTS
•฀LEVELING฀ •฀DEMOLITION
•฀FINAL฀GRADE฀ •฀STOCK฀TANKS
•฀LAND฀EROSION

Dump Truck Hauling   817-919-3696

IRRIGATION
REPAIR

Residential/Commercial

License# LI007825

$85 Service Call

OUTDOOR SCENE

682-553-1560

LEON’S TREE SERVICE
Expert take downs 

Stump Grinding
Residential/Commerical

Licensed & Insured • Free Estimates 
817-371-8597

Chad’s Tree Service
Trimming • Removals • Stump Grinding

Systemic Feeding • Brush Chipping • Cable Bracing

817-221-2201 • 817-246-5943 
817-800-6059 CELL

Insured for your protection

FREE
ESTIMATES

STUMP GRINDING
Don’t dig it! Grind it!
1 or 100 - We can do it.
$85 minimum within 5 mi.

817-237-5592

Ruben’s 

YARD SERVICE

Tree Service • Stump Grinding 

Yard Clean-Up

940-730-0916

YARD SERVICES
BOBCAT WORK

SAND INSTALLATION

FENCING

STUMP GRINDING

817-371-8597

WANTED
Property Maintenance

Labor/Person
Gene Thompson & Associates

817-246-4646

Wise 
Ready Mix

1349 NW Parkway • Azle

Now Hiring 
Class B-CDL 
Mixer Drivers
• Production & Safety
     Bonuses Paid Monthly
• Employer Matching
     Retirement Plan 
     Available

Apply in person at

Help Wanted in 
Aurora/Alvord Area

• Mechanic
• Welder
• Equipment Operators

Competitive pay, some 

benefits. M-F day shift only, 

Overtime weekly.

For information 
call 214-802-5157

For Sale 93 Chrysler 
LaBaron Convertable, 
Teal color,
93K original miles. Needs 
minor work. $1795 OBO. 
817-444-7021.

2017 Dutchman Voltage
Excellent condition, 3 slide
outs, sleeps 8. 5th Wheel 
Toy Hauler. $67000.00
Call or text 817-437-2287

PLACE YOUR AD ONLINE:

azlenews.net

springtown-epigraph.net

OVER THE PHONE:
817-270-3340

817-220-7217

or EMAIL:
classified@azlenews.net

Sell It In The 

Classifieds!

034 Garage & Estate Sales

035 Garden/Mowing Service 039           Help Wanted

Find a Job 
in the 

Classifi eds!
Azle News

Springtown Epigraph

039          Help Wanted

039          Help Wanted

Raise some 
extra money 
through the 
Classifi eds to 

help with 
that move. 

16 words for 
only $10 

Azle News 
817-270-3340 & 

Springtown Epigraph

817-220-7217

Hometown Papers!

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE

All real estate advertis-
ing in this newspaper is 
subject to the Fair Hous-
ing Act which makes it 
illegal to advertise “any 
preference, limitation or 
discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status 
or national origin, or an 
intention, to make any 
such preference, limita-
tion or discrimination.” 
Familial status includes 
children under the age of 
18 living with parents or 
legal custodians, pregnant 
women and people secur-
ing custody of children 
under 18.

This newspaper will 
not knowingly accept any 
advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of 
the law. Our readers are 
hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised in 
this newspaper are avail-
able on an equal oppor-
tunity basis. To complain 
of discrimination call 
HUD tollfree at 1-800-
669-9777. The toll-free 
telephone number for 
the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275.



Classifieds817-270-3340 - AZLE

817-220-7217 - SPRINGTOWN

Deadline:
4:30 PM Monday

 046          Looking to Buy

 049 Masonry/Stonework

 052                       Movers
U.S. Army Retired-but not tired! 

Careful moving-Cheap.

Call Big Jim @ 817-237-5151.

 057           Pets/Livestock
Will pay top dollar for grazing 
and hay leases. Call 940-389-
1936.

AKC French Bulldog Puppies, 
born  May 8th, 2022. Parent 
on site, vet checked, all shots 
complete. $2,000  817-880-5873

 062                    Plumbing

 066                      Roofing

 068                      Storage
INNERSPACE STORAGE. Hwy 
199, Springtown. Now renting all 
unit sizes, 24-hour access. 682-
842-1414.

 069               Sand/Gravel

 079                      Welding

 081  Business/Commercial
40x50 building For Rent, 

3 miles west of Springtown. 

817-713-7495.

 082             RV’s for Rent
Nice 1BR RV in adult RV park. 
Great for older person on limited 
income. Starts at $550/mo. All 
Bills Paid. Heritage RV Park 817-
444-3760.

 084 Mobile Homes for Rent
Pelican Bay: 1941 Gale Drive, 
2-2, CH/A, stove only, $795/mo. 
$450 deposit. Owner/Broker 817-
988-9954.

 085  Mobile Homes for Sale 

Mobil Home For Sale

Coming soon, newly remodeled, 
3BR/ 2BA Mobil Home on 
one Acre. Between Azle and 
Springtown. $154,999 Call Don 
at 817-692-1996.

 086   Mobile Home/RV Lots

 

 088      Rent Unfurnished
3-2 Duplex for Rent in 
Springtown. $1,200/mo. $600 
deposit, no pets.  817-980-3066.

1833 PELICAN DR. N.

2-2-1 $1,295 MO. $1,000 DEP. 

Gene Thompson & Associates

817-246-4646 gtatx.com

3-2 Single wide on one acre in 
Springtown for $1000 per month 
and $1000 deposit, no pets 
allowed.

817-980-3066

 040 Home Improvement
BILL ROSSER PAINTING & 
REMODELING. Big Savings: 
$100 off any job of $1,000 
or more. Painting, Carpentry, 
Porch Covers, Decks. FREE 
ESTIMATES. Call 817-304-9974; 
866-374-3559.

PYRAMID REMODELING. 
PAINTING: Interior, Exterior, 
Tape & Bed, Texture, Popcorn 
Ceilings. FREE ESTIMATES. 817-
944-7658.

BOBBY MCWILLIAMS

PAINTING 817-821-6377.

Interior/Exterior Painting

Residential & New Homes.

50 years experience.
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LOOKING
TO BUY

LOCAL BUYER JIMMY D

•  Used/Damaged 5th 
Wheel Campers

• Motorhomes
•  Farm Equipment
•  Trucks And Trailers
• Horse Trailers
• Boats
• Golf Carts
•  Propane Tanks
• Fork Lifts
•  Heavy Equipment
• ATVs
•  Misc. Machinery 

& Equipment

817-629-7531

All Types Stone & Brick Work
New Construction • Remodels

Free 
Estimates

817-308-6512
email alvarogsilva@verizon.net

commercial • residential

AZLE, TX

Landscape Designs, Outdoor Kitchens 
Patios, Retaining Walls, Mailboxes

,L.L.C.

concrete

GRAHAM 

PLUMBING CO.

817-220-2469

Commercial-Residential

Serving Springtown, 

Azle, Boyd, 

Weatherford Area
M#15899

grahamplumbingco.com

LANDERS
Plumbing Co.

817-444-3054
940-233-2862
Don Landers • M-10078

Plumbing Repairs
Drains Cleaned

ROOFING & METAL 

BUILDINGS

817-304-4224

Tired of always 
replacing your roof?

We’ll be here 
after the storm.

Call us for a 
metal roof quote.

817-523-4137

Commercial & 

Residential

•฀Roofing
•฀Metal฀Roofing
•฀Carports
•฀Metal฀Buildings
•฀All฀General฀
฀฀฀฀฀Contracting

He r e  B e f o r e  T h e  S t o rm ,  H e r e  L o n g  A f t e r .

417฀N.฀MaiN฀St฀•฀SpriNgtowN

Miles Roofing
• Insurance Claim 
     Specialists;
• Free Estimates
817-797-3420

EXPERIENCED 
ROOFING SPECIALIST

FREE ROOF INSPECTIONS
Insurance Claims, Licensed Local Business 34 Yrs

ECE CONSTRUCTION LLC

cell 817-615-7164 | office 817-831-2600

1350 Liberty School Rd
5x10 Units $45/mo.

10x10 Units $70/mo. 

817-246-4646

STORAGE UNITS

Quality
Family Business

Since 1938

(817) 221-2681

CALL

Cliff Hall

We go the extra mile to ensure 
you get more for your $. 

On House Pads, Driveways, 
Lot Clearing & Tractor Work, Etc.

Cozart

Our Business is Metal Buildings
- And We’re Good!

DESIGN    FABRICATION    ERECTION

METAL 

BUILDING SYSTEMS

Fabrication and erection of quality 
metal buildings at reasonable prices, 

any size - any design

Office 817-237-2282
Fax 817-237-0904

Mark Cozart
817-233-6668

Jeremy Cozart
817-237-2028

Metal Building
Specialist

•฀Weld฀Ups/฀Bolt฀Ups
•฀Pipe฀Fencing
•฀Concrete
•฀Horse฀Barns
•฀All฀Types฀Fencing
•฀Metal฀Roofs

NO฀JOB฀TOO฀SMALL
Compare฀Pricing

R฀&฀E Construction

owner Rodney Vick 
817-220-3044 

fax 817-523-7639   
cell 817-253-1614       

Metal Building Erectors
•฀Pre-enginered฀฀Weld-up฀

•฀Barns/Shops฀
•฀Arenas/Hangars

•฀Fencing

1220฀E.฀Hwy.฀199฀•฀Springtown

WELD-DONE CONSTRUCTION LTD.

817-220-2150
www.weld-done.net

• Metal Buildings
• Steel Components
• Welding Supplies
• Concrete Supplies

• Fabrication Supplies
• Pipe Fencing
• Deer Blinds
• Deer Feeders

8894 W Hwy 199 • Springtown
817-220-0008 
www.SolidSS.com

Open to 
the Public

SOLID STEEL SOLUTIONS

POJO RV PARK

30x60 RV Spaces
Available

One small inside pet allowed

302 Allison Road
Springtown, TX 76082 

817-925-3673

NEAR POJO STADIUM

Hidden Meadow
MOBILE HOME COMMUNITY
Community Location: 6501 W. Hwy 199, Springtown

Contact Michael Ocampo for info 318-819-1901 
To apply: www.Turbotenant.com

Enter Property Address: 6517 W. Hwy 199 or property ID: 916548

Brand New 3/2 Single Wide Mobile Homes, many to choose from - 1216 S.F.

For Rent or Rent to Own Programs Available $1600/mo

AZLE OAKS

APARTMENT
700 JARVIS • AZLE

817-444-1712

1 & 2 Bedroom 
Unfurnished

Accepting Applications
Rent based on income

TDD: 
800-735-2989

This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

GENE THOMPSON 

& ASSOCIATES
HOMES and MOBILE HOMES 

FOR RENT
gtatx.com

817-246-4646

Kevin’s
Handyman

Services

• Carpentry
• Drywall & Painting
• Tile & Laminate Floors
• Doors & Windows
• Decks & Stairs
• Cabinets & Countertops
• No Job Too Small

Springtown and 
Surrounding Areas

40 Years 
Experience

231-445-1221

039                                                     Help Wanted

Karl Klement Properties, Inc.

For consideration of all positions apply to:

Jodi Pettis, Business & H/R Director

Alyssa Jacobs, Assistant H/R Manager

605 N. Business 287, Suite 102, Decatur, Texas

hr@klementford.com

940-627-6362

Klement Distribution, Inc.
(Hershey Ice Cream Distributor)

Body Shop Porter

Performs duties throughout the Body Shop.

Must be responsible, dependable and have a valid 

TXDL. Monday to Friday work week. 

 Parts Drivers/ Warehouse Associates

Must have valid TXDL with acceptable driving 

record. Overtime available and room for 

advancement. Monday-Friday work week.

Service Advisor

Must be committed to customer satisfaction, be 

honest, and dependable. Previous experience 

preferred, but willing to train the right candidate.

No Positions Available at This Time

Route Driver

No CDL required, but must have valid TXDL 

with acceptable driving record. Monday through 

Friday with Flexible time-off schedules, often 

3-day weekends during summer months Fun 

work environment! Promote from within 

advancement opportunities.

No Positions Available at This Time

Lindsey State Jail Current Openings
Correctional Officers • Assistant Foodservice Manager • Testing Clerk 

Recruiting Sgt. • Chaplain • Education Counselor
Assistant Maintenance Supervisor – Lock Tech

PLEASE CHECK THE WEBSITE FOR JOB QUALIFICATIONS.
Must have HS Diploma or equivalent, be able to pass a drug screen, have a clean 

background and valid driver’s license to be considered for a Correctional Officer. EOE
Starting June 9th 2022, A New Correctional Officer Pay Increase will be as follows – 

Starting pay will be $18.00 dollars per hour. After six months there will be a pay increase 
to $19.00 per hour and at one year there will be another pay increase to $20.00 per hour.

Apply online at www.mtctrains.com or call 940-567-2272 and ask for 
the HR Department. Minority/Female/Veteran/Disabled

LINDSEY STATE JAIL

040 Home Improvement

Support Your Community

Need to sell your ATV?
Call today and ask 
about our $29.95 

3-MONTH SPECIAL!

Azle News 817-270-3340

Springtown Epigraph 817-220-7217

079                                                            Welding

079                  Welding

Sell It In The 

Classifieds!

086 Mobile Home/RV Lots

Rescue your Ballerina 
from the local Shelter 

and give her a 
Furever Home

Shelter animals have 

lots of unconditional love 

to share with their 

new best friends.

Feel the Love - Adopt

Rent unfurnished 

continued on next page...
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Deadline:  
4:30 PM Monday

REAL ESTATE        

817-270-3340
Real Estate Deadline Monday by 12:00 PM   
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TexSCAN Week of 

July 17-23, 2022

ACREAGE

Own your piece of Texas TODAY! Prices start-

ing at $650/acre. Trans Pecos region. Also the 

Hill Country (Edwards, Menard, Coke, Val Verde 

Counties - free ranging exotics), South Texas (Duval 

County - whitetail, hogs). Large acreage or small. 

30 year fixed rate owner financing, only 5% down. 

Call toll free or email for individual prices and terms. 

www.ranchenterprisesltd.com, 800-876-9720.

AUCTIONS

101-Acre Commercial/Industrial Property – Aug. 

30 – 3050 Hwy 16N, De Leon, TX (5 Miles North 

of Intersection – Hwy 6 & Hwy 16). ExxonMobil 

directs immediate sale. Low minimum bid: $50,000. 

1,367’ frontage on Hwy 16. FineAndCompany.com, 

312-278-0600.

Commercial/Industrial Land – Aug. 30 – Real Estate 

to be sold Absolute, Regardless of Price. ExxonMobil 

directs immediate sale: 3.7 Acres South of Marilyn St., 

Conroe, TX; 38,147 SF, 577 W. Santa Fe St., Conroe, 

TX; 5.37 Acres, Mc Farland Rd., League City, TX. 

FineAndCompany.com, 312-278-0600.

GENERATORS

Prepare for power outages today with a GENERAC 

home standby generator. $0 Money Down + Low 

Monthly Payment Options. Request a FREE Quote. Call 

now before the next power outage: 1-855-704-8579.

MEDICAL

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by 

Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with the 

compact design and long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 

Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 

Insurance Company. Coverage for 350 plus proce-

dures. Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount 

plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental 

Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-0467 

www.dental50plus.com/txpress #6258

WANTED

FREON WANTED: Certified buyer looking to 

buy R11, R12, and R500 and more. Call Joe at 

312-625-5322.

Need Extra Cash – I Buy RVs & Mobile Homes 

–Travel Trailers, 5th Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper 

Pulls. In Any Area, Any Condition – Old/New, Dirty 

or Clean! I PAY CA$H. No Title – No Problem, we 

can apply for one. We go anywhere in Texas. ANR 

Enterprises, 956-466-7001.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 

221 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads
Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com

NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 

urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 

Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.
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ACROSS

DOWN

  1  hula hoops and

      mullets, e.g.

  5  TX George Jones’

      “The Race __  __”

  6  “___-_-tat”

      (knocking or gunfire)
  7  TX Jamie Foxx’s

      first name at birth
  8  TXism: “Devil’s 

      _______  _____”

      (praying mantis)
17  “Texas Tea”

18  TXism: “_____  __

      _ duck in water”

21  4-term Dallas mayor:

      _  _ Thornton

22  truck rubber

23  TXism: “he’s _  ___

   __ walk the river with”

24  TX Bob Wills’ “Take

      __  ____ to Tulsa”

29  Laredo had a large

      anti____ smelter

30  this Bob started a

      chain of Texas

      cafeterias

31  big Texas-__ game

32  TXism: “like two

      dogs fighting ____  
      _  _____” (vicious)
34  QB Blake for IFL

      Frisco Fighters

35  ___ and reel

36  Anglican church

      service at sunset

37  in Coleman County

      on U.S. 283

38  TXism: “would ___

      _ maggot” (putrid)
39  TXism: “thick as ticks

      __  _  _____  ___”

41  two-_____ (fake)
42  “without further ___”

  1  crowd pleaser all

      over Texas on 

      July 4 (2 wds.)
  2  TXism: “skinny

      __  _  ____”

  3  TXism: “it’ll __  ____

      something better

      comes along”

  4  between meals treat

  9  TXism: “you can

      write it __  ___”

      (certain)
10  “____ a scratch”

      (unharmed)
11  it’s now Verizon

43  TXism: “get your ducks

      in _  ___” (get organized)
44  this Warren starred with

      TX Dennis Quaid in 1983

      film “Tough Enough”
45  “The Texas Chain ___ 

      Massacre” (1972)
46  former Cowboy DE
      Ed “___ Tall” Jones
47  a birdie is one _____ par

48  walked ostentatiously  

50  “_____ hunt” (prank)

51  county

      prosecutor

      who wasn’t

      elected (abbr.)
52  TX Willie’s “Farm

      Aid ___” was in

      Lincoln, Nebraska

53  jar top
12  “mi casa es __

      casa”(neighborly)
13  emotional shock

14  poetry metrical foots

15  Henrietta is the

      seat of this county 

16  state where the

      Chisholm Trail

      ended (abbr.)
19  “The Three ______”  

20  Barbary sheep

22  “shoo” is a word

      said ___  _  ____

24  “Mighty __” does

      not flow in Texas
25  New Year’s ___

26  UT-Austin mascot

27  AT&T Center and

      Toyota Center

28  country of Astros

      and Rangers

      Blue Jays foe

29  TXism: “____

      mama” (waitress)
30  ___-Temco-Vought 

      was a Dallas corp.

33  TXism: “he’s ___

      big for his britches”

34  white precipitation

35  TX A.J. Foyt, e.g.

37  TXism: “dead as

      _  ________”

38  a secure Texas

      subdivision?

40  TXism: “could

      count the _____” 

      (light rain)
41  TX Buddy Holly’s

      “Not ____ Away” 

44  TXism: “went to

      the well ____ too

      often”

47  volunteer worker

49  TX Willie’s “Farm

      ___  __ was in

      Manor, Texas  
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Last Puzzle

 Solution

S-1594

       S T A B
       H O L E
       A M E S
       K B U S
       E A T  P V T  A P A G E
       A L I N E I N  L E L A N D
       S L A Y T O N  I T L L D O
  A S F A S T  N E A L    E Y E S
  G A E T T I     E D G A R
   X E R I C  F I F T E E N F O O T
    T I C K B I T E S    O F K I N
     S K A G G S M A N  E N T R E E 
     K A T   A U R A  A D E A D
           R E T  S A N
            B I K E
            L O N
            U N O
            E S T     

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY
HomeServices

Nancy Andrews 
Realtor®
Serving North Texas 

“Se Habla Español”

A member of the franchise 

system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

PenFed Realty Texas 
Direct 817-917-1940
nancyandrews@weknowtx.com

weknowtx.com/nancyandrews

Stewart Bend Duplex Homes: 2 & 3 

bedroom units available at $1,225 & $1,325. 

Quiet, clean, non-smoking. 

CALL 817-401-1796.

Silver Creek RV Park: Designed for local  

long-term stays. Best common building in 

Azle, secluded and quiet, city water/sewer. 

$475 with $75 electricity allotment; ABP 

in winter. CALL or TEXT 682-499-8616 or 

email scrvoffice@gmail.com.

Barton Cottages Tiny Home Community: 

COMING SUMMER 2022! Email 

BartonCottages@gmail.com

Cross Companies 
Residential Properties

Family-owned, family-run

088                                             Rent Unfurnished

Name ____________________________________________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________________________________

City_____________________________State ________Zip _________________________________________  

County_____________________ Daytime ph. ______________________________________________

Check one:

 $40.00 
IN-COUNTY 
Tarrant, Parker & 
Wise only 

 $36.50
SENIOR CITIZEN
60 years and older
Tarrant, Parker & Wise only 
  

 $46.50 
OUT-OF-COUNTY
Texas and elsewhere   

 $25.00
ONLINE ONLY
View an online replica of the 
paper without receiving a 
printed copy

Circle Your paper preference clip and mail with check to: 

321฀W.฀Main฀Street฀•฀Azle,฀Texas฀76020 P.O.Box฀557฀•฀Springtown,฀Texas฀76082

Get Your Subscription Today!
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Call 
817-270-3340

Call Call 
817-270-3340817-270-3340

Help readers find 
your Business.

Rodney Gatlin, D.C.
400 Boyd Court

817-
444-HELP (4357)

AZLE

Celebrating over 25 years in business

www.azlechiropractic.com

A RETIREMENT AND ASSISTED LIVING COMMUNITY

113 Denver Trail • Azle 
817-444-3249    Fax 817-444-3275

www.eaglecrestvilla.com

STUDIO - 1 bath , 350 sq. ft.
ONE BEDROOM - 1 bath, 450 sq. ft
TWO BEDROOM - 1 bath, 642 sq. ft.

Joe Rider
Propane, Inc.

PROPANE

TANKS

817-237-3325

SECURITY LIGHTS
Office next door at

Trinity Commerical 

Contractors

817-444-8885
200 Walnut Creek Ave.

TRINITY SELF 
STORAGE

SECURITY GATE 24 HOUR ACCESS

RV, Trailer 

& Boat

45 Years of Quality
ISO 9001:2001 Compliant            Phone 817-444-2533
Check us out on our web site B.J. Clark
www.clarksmachine.com      bjc@clarksmachine.com 

“Serving Azle & The 

Community Since 1986“

113 SPEER ST

817-444-4920

Thank you for your support!

CLEANERS

Clarks Precision Machine & Tool 

636 Profit St., Azle, TxC P M T

HILLTOP FAMILY CHURCH

“Caring about what Jesus
cares about... You!”

1227 Old Cottondale • 817-220-7177

140 W. MAIN ST.

817-444-4613

Compliments of

Rural Gas Supply
P R O P A N E

“In business since 1946”

Your Ad Here!

Call Johnna to reserve this space.

817-270-3340

APOSTOLIC 

CORNERSTONE APOSTOLIC 

CHURCH 

1801 FM 730 N., Azle 
817-400-0612

HARVEST TIME APOSTOLIC 
1 Block N. FM 2048 in Keeter 
817-433-8220

ASSEMBLY OF GOD 

FIRST ASSEMBLY OF GOD 
1020 S.E. Pkwy, Azle 
817-237-4903

FELLOWSHIP OF LAKE WORTH 
4024 Dakota Trail, Lake Worth 
817-237-9433

NEW BEGINNINGS CHURCH 

810 Goshen Rd, Springtown 
817-523-4462 

LEGACY CHURCH 

Hwy. 199 W. at FM 2257, Azle  
817-221-2983 / 817-221-5760

VICTORY CHRISTIAN CENTER 

737 Boyd Rd., Azle 
817-444-LOVE

BAPTIST 

ASH CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH 

300 South Stewart, Azle 
817-444-3219

AGNES INDEPENDENT BAPTIST 

350 Agnes N., Springtown  
817-523-7271

BETHEL MISSIONARY BAPTIST  

408 S. Ash St., Springtown 
817-220-4238

AZLE AVENUE BAPTIST 

2901 Azle Ave., Fort Worth 
817- 626-5556

BRIAR FIRST BAPTIST 

West of FM 730 N. at sign, Briar 
817- 444-3484

CALVARY HEIGHTS BAPTIST 

1 block off Hwy. 199, 
east of David’s Patio, 
Springtown, 817-221-2241

CENTRAL BAPTIST 

4290 Old Agnes Road 
817-594-5918

CHURCH ON THE HILL 

836 NW Parkway, Azle 
817-444-3752

CHRISTWAY BAPTIST 

7673 West Hwy. 199, Agnes 
817-220-9133 or 817-220-3581

CLEAR FORK BAPTIST 

Corner of FM 730 & Ragle Rd., 
Weatherford, 817-594-1154

EAGLE MOUNTAIN BAPTIST 

8780 Eagle Mtn. Circle, Azle 
817-237-4135

FIRST BAPTIST 

CHURCH OF AZLE 

1017 Boyd Road 
817-444-4828

FIRST BAPTIST CASTLE HILLS 

401 Beverly Rd., Azle 
817-797-4706

FIRST BAPTIST LAKE WORTH 

700 Charbonneau Tr., 
west side of Effie Morris Elementary 
817-237-2624

FIRST BAPTIST LAKESIDE 

8801 Jacksboro Hwy., Lakeside 
817-237-8113

FIRST BAPTIST BRIAR 

6 miles N. of Azle on FM 730 
817-444-3484

FIRST BAPTIST COTTONDALE 

1 block N. of FM 2123, Cottondale 
940-433-5539

FIRST BAPTIST PEASTER 

FM 920 in Peaster 
817-596-8805

FIRST BAPTIST POOLVILLE 

1 block W. of FM 920, Poolville 
817-594-3916

FIRST BAPTIST SPRINGTOWN 

5th & Main Street, Springtown 
817-523-7011

FRIENDSHIP BAPTIST 

801 Friendship Rd., 9½ miles S. of 
Springtown off Hwy. 51 S. 
817-594-5940 or 817-599-4917

FUNDAMENTAL BAPTIST 

5th & Main in Springtown 
817-523-5477

GRACE BAPTIST 

3 miles N. of Springtown on Hwy. 

51 across from Radio Tower

GRACE POINTE CHURCH 

4110 E. Hwy. 199, Springtown 

817-221-5683

HERITAGE BAPTIST CHURCH 

3577 FM 51 N., Weatherford 

817-564-3946

IGLESIA BAUTISTA 

Nueva Jerusalen 

6640 Midway Rd., Springtown 

817-694-0444 

INDIAN OAKS PRIMITIVE 

BAPTIST CHURCH 

3229 Shawnee Trail, Lake Worth 

817-237-8441

LAKE WORTH BAPTIST 

4445 Hodgkins, Lake Worth 

817-237-4163

METROPOLITAN BAPTIST 

6051 Azle Ave., Fort Worth 

817-237-2201

NEW HOPE BAPTIST 

782 New Hope Rd., Reno area 

817-221-2184

NORTHWEST BAPTIST 

5500 Boat Club Rd., Lake Worth 

817-237-6063 or 817-270-8476

SILVER CREEK BAPTIST 

730 S. & Veal Station Rd., Azle 

817-444-2325

NEW BEGINNINGS 

BAPTIST CHURCH 

3605 Jacksboro Hwy., Azle 

817-707-2741

PLEASANT GROVE BAPTIST 

FM 2048 and CR 4677, Boyd 

940-433-5477

PRIMERA IGLESIA BAUTISTA 

300 S. Stewart, Azle 

817-500-3641

SPRINGTOWN 

BAPTIST TEMPLE 

201 J. E. Woody Rd., Springtown 

817-523-0376

UNION BAPTIST CHURCH 

3451 Sarra Lane, Springtown 

682-333-1645

WALNUT CREEK BAPTIST 

220 W. Reno Rd. in Reno 

817-221-2110

BIBLE 

COMMUNITY BIBLE 

FELLOWSHIP 

1405 Reynolds Rd., Reno 

817-521-4510

NORTHWEST BIBLE CHURCH 

5025 Jacksboro Hwy., Fort Worth 

817-624-2111

SOLID ROCK BIBLE CHURCH 

591 S. Reno Rd., Springtown 

817-221-3444

CATHOLIC 

HOLY TRINITY CATHOLIC 

800 High Crest Dr., Azle 

817-444-3063

CHRISTIAN 

THE CHURCH AT AZLE 

1801 S. Stewart, Azle 

817-444-9973

AZLE CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP 

35 West Forty Estates., Azle 

817-688-3339

GREATER VISION FELLOWSHIP 

1801 S. Stewart St., Azle 

817-825-0485

THE ABBEY CHURCH 

10400 Jacksboro Hwy., Azle 

817-238-1404

CROSSING FELLOWSHIP 

120 E. Main St., Azle 

817-406-4577

CHURCH OF CHRIST

AZLE CHURCH of CHRIST 

336 NW Parkway 

817-444-3268

BRIAR CHURCH of CHRIST 

109 W.N. Woody Rd. 

(½ block west of FM 730 N. in Briar) 

817-444-7102

MIDWAY CHURCH of CHRIST 

6400 Midway Rd. 
817-221-2107 

NEWSOME MOUND ROAD 

CHURCH of CHRIST 

1460 Newsome Mound Rd. 
817-677-3290

NORTHWEST 

CHURCH of CHRIST 

6059 Azle Ave., Fort Worth 
817-237-1205

POOLVILLE CHURCH of CHRIST 

West of FM 920 in Poolville 
817-594-4182

SOUTHSIDE 

CHURCH of CHRIST 

130 W. Bradshaw Lane, Springtown 
817-221-2799

SPRINGTOWN 

CHURCH of CHRIST 

Just west of Hwy. 51 North 

817-523-4419

TRI-COUNTY 

CHURCH of CHRIST 

525 Hwy. 199 W., Springtown 
817-980-8156

CHURCH OF GOD 

ABUNDANT LIFE 

CHURCH of GOD 

4800 East Hwy. 199, Suite 7 
Springtown, 817-677-3208

LAKESIDE CHURCH OF GOD 

THE WORD@LAKESIDE 

9396 Confederate Park Rd. 
(FM 1886) 
817-237-5500

DISCIPLES OF CHRIST

AZLE CHRISTIAN 

117 Church St., Azle 
817-444-3527

CENTRAL CHRISTIAN 

1602 S. Main St., Weatherford 
817-594-3043

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH 

4th & Main, Paradise

EPISCOPAL 

ST. ANNE’S 

ANGLICAN EPISCOPAL 

6055 Azle Ave., Fort Worth 
817-237-1888

PROVIDENCE REFORMED 

EPISCOPAL 

405 Bowie Dr., Weatherford  
817-596-7476

ST. ELISABETH EPISCOPAL  

5910 Black Oak Lane, River Oaks 
817-739-0504

GOSPEL 

CENTRAL FULL GOSPEL  

FELLOWSHIP 

3009 Delaware Tr., Lake Worth 
817-237-7919

JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES 

KINGDOM HALL OF  

JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES 

212 Pearson Lane, Azle 
817-221-2242

LUTHERAN 

THE EDGE CHURCH - AZLE 

1313 SE Parkway, Azle 
817-237-4822

HOPE LUTHERAN (ELCA) 

4795 Hwy. 199, Reno 
817-221-HOPE

METHODIST 

BOYD UNITED METHODIST 

FM 730 North in Boyd 
940-433-5334

FIRST UNITED METHODIST 

200 Church St., Azle 
817-444-3323

LIGHTHOUSE FELLOWSHIP 

7200 Robertson Rd., Fort Worth 
817-237-2758

SILVER CREEK  

UNITED METHODIST 

2200 Church Rd., Azle 
817-444-1382

FIRST UNITED METHODIST 

Hwy. 51 N & 3rd Street, Springtown 
817-523-7874

GARVIN UNITED METHODIST 

3 miles West of Boyd on C.R. 4699

POOLVILLE UNITED METHODIST 

1 block W. of FM 920 
(behind Poolville Post Office) 
817-599-3601

THE CHURCH OF JESUS
CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS 

(THE MORMONS) 

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST

OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS 

1010 Timberoaks, Azle 
817-237-5075

PENTECOSTAL
GRACE CHAPEL UNITED 

PENTECOSTAL CHURCH 

3508 Shawnee Trail, Lake Worth 
817- 237-4844

PRESBYTERIAN
GRACE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 

606 Mockingbird Lane, Weatherford 
817-594-2744

ORTHODOX PRESBYTERIAN 

CHURCH OF FORT WORTH 

Meeting at Northwest YMCA  
5315 Boat Club Road, Fort Worth 
817-989-9800

ORTHODOX  
ARCHANGEL GABRIEL 

ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN CHURCH 

1157 S. E.  Parkway (Jacksboro 
Highway), Azle 
817-752-8255

OTHER 
ALIENTO DE DIOS 

2233 E. Hwy 199, Springtown 

817-521-4694 

BETTER LIFE COMMUNITY CHURCH 

3131 E. Hwy 199, Spt 

817-677-2300 

CORNERSTONE 

COMMUNITY CHURCH 

2233 Hwy 199 East, Springtown 

817-221-LIFE (5433)

FAMILY CHURCH 

9 miles S. of Springtown on Hwy. 51 

817-599-7655

GRACE FELLOWSHIP CHURCH 

2964 W. Hwy 114, Paradise 

940-969-2427

HILLTOP FAMILY CHURCH 

1227 Old Cottondale Road, 
Springtown, 817-220-7177

THE HOUSE OF PRAYER 

1356 Reno Rd., Springtown 

817-221-2551

POWERHOUSE 

OF PRAISE CHURCH 

1649 S.E. Parkway, Azle 

817-319-7364

BRANDED CROSS 

COWBOY CHURCH 

3282 FM 2048, Boyd 76023 

817-755-7021

SECRET PLACE MINISTRIES 

112 Optimist Rd., Springtown 

682-229-1433

GOSPEL GATHERING FELLOWSHIP 

7315 Silver Creek Rd 

at Flatrock Rd, Azle 

817-313-1793

LIGHTHOUSE CHURCH 

6409 FM 730 S., Azle 
817-444-4311

LIGHTHOUSE HARBOR CHURCH 

1960 Long Circle, Pelican Bay 

817-444-3547

NEW LIGHTED WAY 

624 Harbor Dr. Circle, Azle 

817-444-1577

NORTHWEST TEMPLE OF PRAISE 

6781 Jacksboro Hwy., Lake Worth

PRECIOUS FAITH 

TEMPLE CHURCH 

8601 Hwy. 199 @ Vance Godbey’s

THE HOUSE OF PRAYER 

1356 Reno Rd., Springtown 

817-221-2551

THE RANCH COWBOY 

COUNTRY CHURCH 

14600 FM 730 North, Azle (Briar) 

817-909-5627

REAL FAMILY FELLOWSHIP 

202 Pearson Lane, Azle 

817-677-5963

SOULS HARBOR 

11701 Jacksboro Hwy., Azle 

817-726-2065

WESTERN HARVEST 

FELLOWSHIP CENTER 

6577 Old Springtown Rd., 

Weatherford 

817-523-2855 or 817-995-9087

SHEPHERD’S HEART CHURCH 

14435 FM 730 N • Azle 
817-444-7777

WESTERN STAR COWBOY CHURCH 

790 CR 3696 • Paradise 76073 
817-688-6887

Your Ad

1825 W. Hwy. 199   Springtown, TX 76082

 817-220-4506

TACLA014745E RRC#11349

Call Johnna to reserve this space.Call Johnna to reserve this space.

  
                    noticed!noticed!  

youryour  businessbusiness

GetGet

817-270-3340817-270-3340

Place your ad here!

Call 
817-270-3340

Call Johnna for details TODAY 

817-270-3340

817-270-3340 or 817-220-7217

Advertise Your 

Business With Us
and maximise your visibility!

Contact us about advertising solutions.

817-270-3340
817-220-7217

WHAT’S HAPPENING  WHAT’S HAPPENING  

IN YOUR HOMETOWN?IN YOUR HOMETOWN?

Subscribe today to keep up-to-date. 

Azle News: 817-270-3340

Springtown Epigraph: 817-220-7217

This devotional and directory is made possible by these businesses who encourage all of us to attend worship services.

Want readers to Want readers to 

FIND
    YOU?

Place your ad 
here today! 
817-270-3340 

or 817-220-7217

817-270-3340

Call Johnna 
for details 

 

AzleNews.net

Springtown-Epigraph.net

$ 40 
IN-COUNTY 
Tarrant, Parker & Wise only

$ 36.50 
SENIOR CITIZEN 
60 Years and Older 
Tarrant, Parker & Wise only

$ 46.50 
OUT OF COUNTY

$ 25 
ONLINE

Pick your subscription:

Subscribe!

Azle News 817-270-3340
Springtown Epigraph 817-220-7217

J&E
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BY JEFF PRINCE
jeff@azlenews.net

About 40 kids from junior 

high school had sweated 

through their T-shirts, with 

the dark wet splotches offer-
ing undisputed verification 
that a 100-degree day in July 

can be brutal.

Welcome to Azle High 

School’s athletic perfor-

mance summer training pro-

gram. The camp is held in 

June and July to help kids 

develop speed, conditioning, 

agility, flexibility, strength 
and work ethic.

The boys and girls were 

shaded from the sun inside 

a large workout facility, but 

the heat was omnipresent. 

Large fans and open doors 

were little match for Mother 

Nature.

Mason Vanrachack, a sev-

enth grader, was attempting 

to jump over a hurdle from 

a standing position, but his 

feet knocked the obstacle to 

the ground. Camp director 

Monte Sparkman chastised 

him good-naturedly for hit-

ting a hurdle in front of a 

reporter who was there to 

write about the camp.

Vanrachack laughed. 

Sparkman keeps the camp 

structured but fun.

“I’ve known him since 

last year,” said Vanrachack, 

Azle kids nurture strength, speed at camp
who attended the same camp 

in 2021. “It’s more of a 

brotherhood, so I don’t get 

offended or anything.”
He returned to the back of 

the line and waited for his 

turn to try to jump over the 

hurdles again. While wait-

ing, he talked with several 

other boys.

“I like being with my 

friends,” he said. “It’s a re-

ally good environment to 

get pushed and do work. All 

your friends push you, and 

they don’t hold you back. 

I’m improving physically 

and mentally.”

He tried the hurdle again 

and cleared it with no trou-

ble three times in a row.

“I like jumping,” he said. 

“That’s one of my favor-

ites.”

Seventh grader Hudson 

Carroll enjoyed the jumping 

drill, as well, although the 

effort left him red-faced and 
winded.

“It’s kind of hot,” he said.

Despite the exertion, he 
looked forward to camp 

each day, he said.

“You really get stronger, 

faster, and you can jump 

higher,” he said. “It overall 

just helps you. And it’s real-

ly fun. They don’t work you 

super hard. They do what 

they have to do to get you 

built up while not overwork-

ing you. They make it fun.”

CAMP DRILLS

Athletic performance 

camp is held Monday 

through Thursday from 

June 6 to July 28. The kids 

perform a wide assortment 

of drills to promote general 

health and conditioning re-

gardless of which sports 

they play.

After jumping hurdles in 

the indoor facility, the kids 

headed to a nearby weight 

room for another round of 

drills. The first exercise re-

quired standing atop blocks 

and jumping in the air while 

holding a dumbbell in each 

hand – weighted dumbbell 

jumps, also known as DB 

jumps.

“We are jumping from the 

BY JEFF PRINCE
jeff@azlenews.net

Tyler Akers, a top athlete 

at Azle High School, was 

down on one knee with his 

head bent over, looking as 

if he were about to heave. 

Sweat flowed from every 
pore, creating a saline pud-

dle on the concrete beneath 

him. His skin was flushed.
That’s how someone 

looks after putting maxi-
mum effort into a training 
session that lasts an hour 

and 45 minutes. Since June 

6, hundreds of high school 

kids have attended the Azle 

athletic performance camp, 

a summer training program 

focusing on agility, speed, 

strength and conditioning.

Overseeing the program 

is Monte Sparkman, Azle 

ISD’s athletic performance 

head coach. Sparkman is a 

nationally certified strength 
and conditioning specialist 

with USA Weightlifting, a 

nonprofit group that sup-

ports athletes finding suc-

cess in Olympic and world 

competition.

Sparkman and more than 

a dozen other Azle ISD 

coaches are leading high 

school boys in workouts 

from 7 to 8:45 a.m., high 

school girls from 9 to 10:45 

a.m., and middle school 

kids from 11 a.m. to 12:30 

p.m. Mondays through 

Thursdays.

The sessions are de-

signed to improve athleti-

cism while reducing inju-

ries.

On July 13, three senior 

football players – Akers, 

Gavin Green and Kaleb 

Vasquez — were asked a 

series of random questions 

just after their workout 

ended. Tired, sweaty and 

out of breath, the boys re-

sponded as best they could.

Favorite professional athlete?

GG: Christian McCaffrey
TA: DeAndre Hopkins

KV: Odell Beckham Jr.

Favorite thing to do in your free time?

GG: Working out and hanging out with my 

friends.

TA: We go out to fish a lot.
KV: Go to the gym or play games with the 

boys.

Favorite TV show?

GG: The Gordon Ramsey chef show

TA: I don’t even know – I don’t really watch 

that much TV.

KV: “Regular Show”

Nine questions
Azle athletes ponder minutia that matters

Gavin Green, Tyler Akers and Kaleb Vasquez take a breather after a long workout at the Azle summer training program. Photo by Jeff Prince

blocks straight up in the air 

and landing in what posi-

tion?” Sparkman said.

“UAP,” the kids respond-

ed in unison.

“What does that stand 

Austin Kinard works on his pectoral muscles. Photo by Jeff Prince

SEE TRAINING, PAGE 13A.

Favorite book?

GG: The Outsiders

TA: Diary of a Wimpy Kid – I don’t really read 

that much

KV: Jack the Ripper

Favorite movie?

GG: “Yogi Bear”

TA: “The Natural”

KV: “I Am Legend”

Favorite cartoon character?

GG: Rick from “Rick and Morty”

TA: Patrick from “SpongeBob SquarePants”

KV: Morty from “Rick and Morty”

Favorite musical group?

GG: Kodak Black

TA: The Beatles

KV: That’s tough … Lil Baby

Favorite social media platform?

GG: Twitter and Instagram

TA: Instagram

KV: Instagram

What question do you wish you would have been 

asked for this survey but weren’t?

GG: How awesome is my mom? My mom is 

very awesome.

TA: How are the summer workouts going? Go-

ing pretty well.

KV: What is your favorite color? Red.
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Standards Link: Life Science: Animals have features that help 
them survive in different environments.

No two kinds of sharks have the same kind 
of teeth. Scientists can tell what kind of shark 
a tooth came from just by the way it looks.

To find out what type of shark each tooth 
came from, unscramble the words.

© 2022 by Vicki Whiting, Editor     Jeff Schinkel, Graphics     Vol. 38, No. 34

Standards Link: Reading 
Comprehension: Students 
follow simple directions.

Dive into the 
newspaper 

to find:
• A word that 
   starts with “sh”

• Five words that 
   describe a shark

• A headline that 
   is as long as the 
   smallest shark

• Something sharp

Use this code to find out more amazing facts 
about shark teeth.

Most sharks have         rows of teeth.

Sharks get a new set of teeth every

weeks. In             years, a Tiger

shark will lose as many as

                                      teeth.

Match each 

shark to its 

silhouette.

Standards Link: Life Science: Animals have features that help 
them survive in different environments.

Standards Link: Physical Science: Conduct a simple investigation and analyze 
results to develop a logical conclusion.

Shark livers are full of oil. 
To find out how oil helps sharks 

float, try this experiment.

1. Put two tablespoons of cooking oil in a small jar.

2. Fill the jar half full of water and put on the lid.
3. Shake the jar.

4. Set the jar down and watch what happens to the oil and 
    water. Which one floats?

Which scares 
you more?
A shark or 

a bee?

Standards Link: Life Science: Students understand that animals have different external features that help them survive in different habitats.

Most people are more afraid of sharks than bees. Yet bee stings have killed more 
people than sharks! Out of around 500 different kinds of sharks, most are not dangerous. 
The Great White shark is the most dangerous of all, but hardly anyone sees it. It likes to stay in deep 
ocean water where most people don’t swim.

Sharks come in all shapes and sizes. Some have stripes. 
Others have spots. Can you list one or more ways each 
of these sharks is different from the others?

Example: The Leopard shark 
has spotted markings.

Standards Link: 

Students recognize 
similarities and 
differences in 
common objects.

Sand Tiger 
Shark

Leopard 
Shark

Thresher 
Shark

Hammerhead 
Shark

Great White 
Shark

Did you know that Lantern sharks 
have bellies that glow in the dark? 

To learn more fascinating facts 
about sharks, take a dive into 

your local library!

Best Family 
Adventure

Tell about a fun outing you 
went on with your family.

Standards Link: Grammar: Identify verbs; use of synonyms.

Vicious Verbs
Find five sentences or headlines in the newspaper. 
Replace a verb in each sentence or headline with 
another that is more vicious. What verb would be 
kinder? How does a different verb change the 
meaning of a sentence or headline?

Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.
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Standards Link: Environmental Science: Pollution in the environment can have 
detrimental effects on animals.

Some sharks eat almost anything! Follow Chomper’s trail 
to find some of the surprising things that have been found 

inside shark stomachs.
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for?” Sparkman said. “Somebody 

tell me.”

“Universal athletic position,” a 

boy said.

“Good,” the coach said.

The kids separated into groups 

of four and gathered at weight sta-

tions. Seventh grader Abbie Yo-

chum took her turn jumping with 

the dumbbells despite a disdain for 

the drill. 

“Not a huge fan of the weighted 

DB jumps,” she said. “I just don’t 

like jumping that much.”

She prefers the “med-ball slam,” 

a drill that involves lifting a heavy 

medicine ball overhead and slam-

ming it to the ground over and 

over.

Mostly, Yochum likes working 

out with buddies.

TRAINING, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12A.

“It’s fun to see all your friends 

and get to hang out,” she said.

Sparkman offered a special 
carrot on a stick to one med-ball 

slamming enthusiast. The coach 

promised to buy lunch for eighth 

grader Andrew Stringer if he could 

throw the medicine ball down so 

hard it split the seams. 

Stringer tried numerous times, 

but leather-bound medicine balls 

are made to withstand rough treat-

ment. Stringer gave out before the 

ball did, although he didn’t mind.

“This camp is cool,” he said. “I 

love it. I’m getting faster, that’s for 

sure. And I like hanging out with 

my buds.”

HEAD-TO-TOE HEALTH

Eighth grader Brady Young 

Mason Vanrachack jumps over hurdles at summer camp. Photos by Jeff Prince

plays baseball, basketball, golf 

and soccer, and the camp helps 

condition him for all those sports, 

he said. 

Next year, he will be moving up 

to high school, and he wants to be 

ready.

“I just came here wanting to get 

stronger and faster so I can play 

sports when I get older,” he said. 

“Put in the work and not sit on the 

couch and eat food.”

Eschewing the cushioned couch 

and potato chips is an admirable 

goal, but climbing out of a cool, 

soft, comfortable bed and head-

ing into the hot summer to sweat 

at strength camp four mornings a 

week can be challenging, he said.

“I’m not a morning person, but 

my mom helps me get out of bed,” 

he said. “She tells me to get up 10 

times.”

Hallie Collins doesn’t have 

trouble rising most mornings. The 

eighth grader has become accus-

tomed to the heat and looks for-

ward to camp. 

“I love it,” she said. “I’m getting 

faster and stronger so I can be bet-

ter in my athletics.”

She plays volleyball, track, bas-

ketball and cross country at junior 

high and wants to continue them 

all during high school.

H2O FRIENDLY

After the drills ended, the kids 

gathered around to hear a final pep 
talk by Sparkman. The day’s les-

son involved staying hydrated.

“The heat is a real concern,” 

the coach said. “You can cramp 

up from being dehydrated. Those 

cramps are not fun.… I don’t want 

that to happen to any of you. So, 

take care of your bodies. Water, 

water, water.”

He urged the importance of 

drinking water before, during 

and after workouts and ended the 

speech by praising the kids, who 

had given the coaches their atten-

tion and devotion for an hour and a 

half without complaint.

“I’m really proud of y’all,” 

Sparkman said. “Proud to be your 

coach. I want to keep each one of 

you safe. I don’t want anything to 

happen to you. And that starts with 

hydration. Got it?”

“Yes, sir!” they said.

Brady Young performs crouches with added weight.
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When accidents or emergencies happen, we’re prepared with the advanced care and compassion you need – right here in Azle. Our 

emergency department is open 24 hours a day and is located just down the road. As part of one of the largest health systems in North 

Texas, we’re here for you and your family to provide the care you need, close to home.

Texas Health is right there with you.

If you are experiencing an emergency, call 9-1-1.

108 Denver Trail | Azle, TX 76020

For more information, visit TexasHealth.org/Azle 
or call 817-444-8600

For those closest to you,

our emergency care is close by.

BY JEFF PRINCE

jeff@azlenews.net

Bags packed. Hair pulled back. 

Luggage stacked.

Azle cheerleaders were ready to 

attack.

On July 13, a large group of rah-

rah royalty loaded onto a yellow 

school bus headed to Grapevine for 

three days and two nights of sum-

mer camp at Great Wolf Lodge.

“They’ll get to learn a lot of 

Azle cheerleaders embark on three-day 
summer camp in Grapevine

cheers, dances and stunts,” said 

Haley Hopkins, varsity cheer 

coach at Azle High School. “On 

the last day, there is a competition 

where they will compete against 

the other teams that are at camp.”

Members of the junior varsity 

and junior high school cheer teams 

went on the trip.  

“We’ve been going to Great 

Wolf Lodge at least since I was 

in high school, and I graduated in 

2015,” Hopkins said. “It’s a really 

fun camp, and the girls make a lot 

of memories.”

The Forte Junior High cheer 

team was making its debut at the 

resort.

“This is our first year to do the 
Great Wolf Lodge camp, so they 

are super excited to go and do 

this,” said Kristen Cook, cheer 

coach at Forte.

Earlier, while waiting for the bus 

to arrive, the girls hung out, talked 

and braided one another’s hair.

“We like to have all of our hair 

fixed the same so that we look a 
little bit more uniform and like a 

team,” Hopkins said while work-

ing on Kylie Bennett’s hair. “The 

reason we like to do the braid is to 

make sure that all their hair stays 

out of their faces while they’re 

jumping around and stunting and 

all that kind of stuff.”
Layniebeth Hodges braided the 

hair of friend Kayley Brekel, and 

both girls looked forward to camp. 

Brekel attended for the first time in 
2021.  

“I learned a lot of dances and 

cheers and more stunts,” she said. 

“It helped me in the long run of 

becoming better with stunts and 

stuff.”
Homesickness tends to seep in 

while away, but she looks forward 

to camp.

“I miss my family, but it’s fun to 

be around my team,” she said.

Azle ISD cheerleaders load onto a bus bound for camp. Photos by Jeff Prince Lillian Phelps is packed and ready to board the bus for her first visit to the Great Wolf cheer camp.


