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Clint Keeley sums up his experi-
ence in Iraq in three words: scary, 
nerve-racking, sad.

He’s not alone among service 
members who had difficulty deal-
ing with the war in Iraq. But his 
experience in the military helped 
at the stage of life he has entered 
now.

Keeley grew up in Fort Worth 
and attended Happy Hill Farm for 
his three last three years of high 
school in Granbury. After high 
school, he joined the Army in 2001, 
just before 9/11. He wrapped up 
21 years in the Army and retired 
and came back home. He joined the 
Army when he was 17.

Keeley, 39, of Azle, had a num-
ber of duty stations: Fort Polk, 
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Many people find their niche in 
the military.

Kenny Wilson is among those 
people.

Wilson, who serves as Azle Fire 
Department’s fire marshal, was 
born in Abilene but grew up in 
Grapevine and attended Grapevine 
High School. He started volun-
teering as a fireman beginning in 
1981 and did that until 1987, when 
the department stopped using 
volunteers. 

“So, I went in the Air Force be-
cause myself and a friend of mine 
decided to go in to together; how-
ever, he backed out at the last mo-
ment and I just went ahead and 
went in,” he said. 

Wilson thought joining the mili-
tary was a “good way to get my life 
started and get some good train-
ing.” He had an older brother who 
had been in the Air Force and his 
father and grandfather were in the 
Army.

“So, it just seemed like the right 
fit,” he said, noting that his father 
was stationed on a Navy radio ship. 

Wilson was in the Air Force from 
1984 to 1988 and was stationed 
at Carswell Air Force Base all four 
years. 

“Nothing like joining the Air Force 
to see the world and coming right 
back home,” he said. “My grandpar-
ents lived a mile from the base.”

He served as a Security Police 
Law Enforcement Specialist and ob-
tained the rank of sergeant. While 
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Azle fire marshal: Service 
was ‘best time’ of his life

SEE WILSON, PAGE 3C.SEE KEELEY, PAGE 2C.

Kenny Wilson

Clint Keeley
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George Conley has been serv-
ing as a Parker County commis-
sioner for Precinct 1 since 2008. 
He is known around Springtown 
and Azle for his sense of humor, 

From serving his country to serving his county
George Conley

his eagerness to serve others, and 
for always leading the pledge of al-
legiance “loud and proud.”

As a young man, Conley served 
on a sub tender supply ship for the 
U.S. Navy from 1976-1980. He was 

COURTESY PHOTO

Conley during his service on a sub tender supply ship for the U.S. Navy. 
Beside him is a torpedo sporting his mother’s name.

COURTESY PHOTO

Conley spent his time with the navy overseas.

SEE CONLEY, PAGE 17C.

Veteran liked certain 
appeal from the Army

Louisiana, (twice); Fort Bragg, 
North Carolina; Hawaii (twice); 
Joint Base Lewis-McChord in 
Washington state; Fort Dix, New 
Jersey; and Fort Bliss in El Paso. He 
had three deployments, all to Iraq: 
2004-05, nine months; 2006-07, 15 
months; and 2010-11, 12 months. 
His last rank was command ser-
geant major.     

Keeley joined the Army for prac-
tical reasons.

“I knew college wasn’t for me and 
I was looking for more of a sense of 
purpose,” he said.

He also picked the Army for 
pragmatic purposes. PHOTO BY DON MUNSCH

Kenny Wilson, an Air Force veteran, stands with dog Mila 
at the Azle Fire Department.

PHOTO BY DON MUNSCH

After an ambush in Iraq in 2006, Clint Keeley pulls bullets out of his vehicle. 
Keeley served in the Army for 21 years. 
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We would like to express gratitude to our nation’s 

courageous service men and women. We thank you 

and your loved ones for your bravery and sacrifi ce.

“Because I’d get too seasick 
with the Navy and the Air 
Force doesn’t excite me,” he 
said. 

He further explained he 
wanted to join the Army 
because he wanted to jump 
out of airplanes and be a 
paratrooper.

“That was my calling – I 
wanted to jump out of air-
planes,” he said.

While in the Army, his three 
highest commendations were 
the Legion of Merit, Bronze 
Star Medal with “V” device 
and the Purple Heart. As he 
looks back on his career, he 
said the sacrifices that sol-

diers and their families make 
stands out to him.

“The soldier joins the mili-
tary, but their children never 
have any choice,” he said. 
“And they go without their 
mom or dad all the time while 
they’re deployed or in field 
training. They are willing to 
sacrifice and give up their 
parents for the nation also.” 

He said his wife Shanna 
celebrate their 20th year of 
marriage in December, and 
Keeley’s oldest son, Jimmy, 
23, was there during all the 
deployments. Keeley has 
10-year-old twins – Madison 
and Christian - and 7-year-old 
Benjamin who were born af-
ter his last deployment.

Keeley is now a consultant 
with Propeller Consulting, 
and he enjoys the freedoms 

that come with civilian life 
but said there’s nothing quite 
like the close-knit community 
readily available that comes 
with living on an installation. 
He had a good experience in 
the service and would do it 
again in a heartbeat, he said.

“The military paid for my 
bachelor’s and my master’s 
degree, so it set me up for 
success, gave me skills to 
transition to private indus-
try,” Keeley said. “So, I just 
want people to know that 
there is a path to success be-
cause of military and I’m re-
ally thankful for it.”

He earned his bachelor’s 
in management from the 
American Military University 
and his master’s in organi-
zational leadership from the 
University of Texas at El Paso.   

KEELEY
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Above, Clint Keeley and another soldier perform a mortar shoot, and, right, on Thanksgiving Day 2019 
in Grafenwoehr, Germany,  he is with his family: Left is spouse Shanna and children Christian, left, 
Madison, middle and Benjamin, right. 
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Adamek, Marvin

U.S. Army LtCol

Danny Clint Allison
U.S. Marine Corps

Billie Altom
US Army • 1943-1945 
Normandy Invasion

Colton Andersen
U.S. Army 2nd Class 

10 Years

David Auvenshine
U.S. Navy • 3 Years 

1996 Azle Graduate

Christopher Bachelor
U.S. Air Force 
2005-Present

Ken Bachelor
U.S. Air Force 

1981-2011

Shafter William Bailey IV
U.S. Navy 
1997-2001

Bobby Baker
U.S. Army

Thomas ‘Tommy’ Beaty
June 14, 1967- 
March 25, 1970

Aaron Bedford
U.S. Army • 1964-1966

Tim Bishop
U.S. Navy • 1972-1977

Scott Bovin
U.S. Marine Corps 24 years

Aaron Brazell
U.S. Marine Corps 

Lance Corporal

Vance M. Bridges
Air Force Reserves 

Lt. Colonel • 29 Years

Joshua Campbell
U.S. Marine Corps 

1997-2001

Micki Caney ETC
U.S. Navy 
1987-2011

Paul Carrell
U.S. Army 

2 Years

at Carswell, he was assigned 
to a specialized tactical team 
(SWAT) – referred to as emer-
gency services team – and a 
competitive combat shooting 
team. The emergency ser-
vices team activated several 
times, he said, including for 
nuclear protestors.

On the combat shooting 
team, he got to travel and at-
tend competitions.

“I did that for about a year 
and a half,” he said.

As a desk sergeant in the 
Air Force, his work entailed 
dispatching, overseeing the 
jail and taking reports over 
the telephone.

“But it took a lot of train-
ing for that qualification, 
and I was the youngest guy 
to obtain that at the time,” 
he said.

After his stint in the Air 
Force, he was a police of-
ficer for Everman Police 
Department and spent a 
little over 10 years there. 
After that, he went to para-
medic school and firefight-
ing school. The police chief 
in Everman needed a fire 
marshal, and even though 
Wilson was a police officer, 
he was the fire marshal there, 

WILSON
FROM PAGE 1C

as well.
“That kind of started my 

career going here,” he said.
He’s been at Azle for 22 

years and has been the fire 
marshal since 2004.

“I enjoy it – it’s a challenge” 
he said about the fire mar-
shal. “Right now, we’re going 
through a lot of growth so 
we have to deal with review-
ing building plans, reviewing 
plans for life-safety systems 
and then we go out and do 
the inspection on all the 
new businesses, and then 
we follow up and we do an-
nual inspections for all the 
businesses.”

He added that his office 
is its own law enforcement 
agency and has its own case-
load, and he works with spe-
cific cases dealing with fire, 
explosions and environmen-
tal cases. 

Wilson loved his time in 
the Air Force, noting it was 
the “best time of my life” and 
regrets leaving the Air Force 
and wishes he had stayed. He 
made a lot of lifelong friends 
in the Air Force, including 
Bob Spohn with the Azle 
Police Department, as they 
served on the emergency ser-
vices team.

“To this day, we still talk 
to people we served with,” 
he said.

AIRMAN’S CREED
I am an American Airman. 

I am a Warrior. 

I have answered my Nation’s call. 

I am an American Airman. 

My mission is to Fly, Fight, and Win. 

I am faithful to a Proud Heritage, 

A Tradition of Honor, 

And a Legacy of Valor. 

I am an American Airman. 

Guardian of Freedom and Justice, 

My Nation’s Sword and Shield, 

Its Sentry and Avenger. 

I defend my Country with my Life. 

I am an American Airman. 

Wingman, Leader, Warrior. 

I will never leave an Airman behind, 

I will never falter, 

And I will not fail.

Air Force 
The mission of the U.S. Air Force is to fly, fight, and win… air-

power anytime, anywhere. Air Force history began when the 

Army acquired America’s first military aircraft, the Wright Flyer, 

on August 2, 1909, designated Signal Corps Airplane No. 1. The 

“aeroplane” was designed and created by Orville and Wilbur 

Wright. The demonstration flight took place on Fort Meyer, Vir-

ginia. Initially formed as a part of the U.S. Army on Aug. 1, 1907, 

the USAF was established as a separate branch of the U.S. Armed 

Forces on September 18, 1947, with the passing of the National 

Security Act of 1947. 



4C  WEDNESDAY, November 9, 2022

DR. DUSTIN FIELDS 

729 Boyd Rd, Azle • 817-444-3289

HOURS: M-F 8:00-5:30, Closed for Lunch 12:00-1:30 • Sat 8:00-12:00

Care for feline 

and canine

J & E Air 
Conditioning

& Heating Inc.

Licensed & Insured in the State of Texas: TX Lic.# TACLA01475E

Check us out on:

1825 W Highway 199, Springtown, TX 76082

FOR IMMEDIATE SERVICE, CALL:

817-220-4506

VETERANS DAY 2021

Thank you for your service

Daniel Chapman
U.S. Air Force CMSgt 
30 Years • 1958-1988

Bobby Joe Clark
U.S. Navy 

4 Years

Brian Clark
U.S. Marine Corps 

6 Years

Josh Cooper
U.S. Navy 
16 Years

Larry Cooper
U.S. Navy 

5 Years

Marcos A. Correa, Jr
U.S. Marine Corps SSgt 

10 Years 7 Months

Anndi Couture
U.S. Navy 
1994-2004

Larry Cowden
U.S. Army 
1967-1969

Jerry Crawford
U.S. Marine Corps 1967-1969 

Vietnam

Wes A. Culwell
U.S. Army Air Corps 

1943-1946

Jerry Daniel
U.S. Army 
1958-1959

William Darnell
U.S. Air Force Master 

Sergeant • 2008-Present
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Springtown Police Cpl. Ken 
Hopkins has always wanted 
to help people. 

That goal drove him to en-
listing in the U.S. Army when 
he was 18 years old.  

“It was just something I al-
ways wanted to do,” Hopkins 
said. “I’ve always wanted to 
be in public service and help 
people.”

Hopkins served in the 
Army from 1986 to 1992. 
He’s had several relatives 
who have served in the mili-
tary, including his father, 
who spent about 32 years in 
the Air Force. 

Hopkins worked as a medic 
assigned to an infantry unit, 
and he served in a field artil-
lery unit during Operation 
Desert Storm. By the time he 
was deployed during Desert 

Springtown police officer, Army veteran reflects 
on career-long dedication to helping others

Storm, Hopkins was pro-
moted to sergeant and led a 
platoon of medics. He was 
awarded the combat medical 
badge for treating soldiers in 
combat. 

Hopkins’ job as a medic 
was to tend to soldiers both 
in combat and in field train-
ing exercises by treating their 
injuries, providing first aid 
and coordinating an evacua-
tion if necessary. He com-
pared the job of an Army 
medic to emergency medical 
services and first responders. 

Hopkins has treated minor 
sprains, broken bones, gun-
shot wounds, injuries related 
to falling out of an aircraft 
without a parachute and ve-
hicle-related injuries, among 
others. 

“I’ve done every kind of 
injury you can think of,” he 
said. 

During his military service, 
Hopkins traveled around 
the U.S. as well as to Iraq, 
Kuwait and Saudi Arabia dur-
ing Operation Desert Storm. 
He described his time in the 
Middle East as memorable. 

“A lot of people don’t real-
ize there’s different ter-
rains out there. You got the 
Euphrates River valley, which 
is green and lush, and then 
you got all the desert stuff. 
Everybody just thinks it’s all 
desert,” Hopkins said. 

Hopkins said it was a neat 
experience to interact with 
the local people in the Middle 
East as well as the foreign 
army units there.

“Until the bullets started 
flying and it wasn’t fun no 
more,” he said.

When Hopkins was de-
ployed, he said he was ner-
vous, but nonetheless, he did 
his job.

“It was tough leaving my 
family and going somewhere 
not knowing if that was go-
ing to be it, but I got on that 
plane, went and did my duty 
and came home, just like 99% 
of the rest of our military 
folks that do it every day,” 
Hopkins said. 

Hopkins wishes that every-
one could have the chance to 
serve in the military. He said 
it gives people camaraderie, 
community, knowledge of 
what it’s like to serve others 
and discipline. 

“It gave me drive to always 
want to do your best and at-
tention to detail and finish-
ing what you start,” Hopkins 
said.

Some of what Hopkins 

learned in the military 
transferred well into his law 
enforcement career, which 
he has dedicated almost 30 
years to at multiple police de-
partments. His experience as 
a medic has been especially 
helpful when he has arrived 
on scenes with hurt people. 
He has been commended 
with life-saving bars while 
serving in law enforcement 
for performing CPR on peo-
ple, stopping bleeding from 
gunshot wounds and doing 
rescue breathing on people 
until EMS arrived.

“Most of the time we get 
there before EMS anyway,” 
Hopkins said, adding that 
sometimes service calls are 
different than how they were 
described on the phone. “It’s 
a skill that has definitely 
transitioned.”

To Hopkins, Veterans Day 
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Springtown Police Cpl. Ken Hopkins chatted with locals at 
Springtown’s National Night Out on Oct. 4 at Newby Pavilion. 
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Army veteran Ken Hopkins has dedicated almost 30 years to law 
enforcement work at multiple police departments. He is currently a 
corporal at Springtown Police Department. 

Ken Hopkins

COURTESY PHOTO

Springtown Police Cpl. Ken 
Hopkins enlisted in the U.S. 
Army when he was 18 years old. 
Hopkins served in the Army from 
1986 to 1992.

is about recognizing military 
service members who did 
their duty and were willing to 
pay the ultimate sacrifice. 

“I honor that day by honor-
ing the people who along with 
me served,” he said. “To me, 
it’s a reflection on the people 

that put their own personal 
lives on hold to go out and 
do a job that might have re-
quired them to even give their 
life for. And to me, it honors 
those people that were will-
ing to put on the uniform and 
make that sacrifice.”
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Thank you for your service and dedication!

Ben Mishio (second from right) Emily Marshall (second from left)

Ben Mishio Catherine Mishio

Chase and Angie Mishio

Matt Mishio Phillip Cole Payne 
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Growing up in Reading, 
Penn., in the 1970s, Bob 
Spohn was tall and gangly 
and a target for bullies.

“I was a skinny kid,” he 
said. “I weighed 140 pounds. 
Six-foot tall. I got picked on 
all the time.”

At 18, he wanted to become 
a police officer but couldn’t 
join the police academy until 
21. To prepare himself, he en-
listed in the U.S. Air Force in 
1984 and served four years.

“I thought, ‘Somebody 
needs somebody to stand 
up for them because nobody 
ever stood up for me or the 
other kids getting picked 
on,’” Spohn said. “I thought, 
‘I’m too young to be a po-
lice officer, but I’m not too 
young to be military police.’ 
That’s why I went into the Air 
Force.”

Bob Spohn turned Air Force stint into 
longtime Azle police career

After initial training, he was 
allowed to work with the Air 
Force security police division.

“We did a lot of stuff like 
air base ground defense,” 
he said. “We were the only 
ground force troops that the 
Air Force had.”

He received training in fire-
arms, grenade launchers and 
other weapons and tactical 
equipment.

In 1987, he served a detail 
with the Secret Service to 
protect then-vice president 
Georgia H.W. Bush at a con-
vention, and Spohn served 
on another detail to protect 
Yitzhak Rabin, the Israeli 
defense minister, that same 
year.

By the time he was dis-
charged in 1988, he was 
ready for a police badge. The 
Air Force had offered the 
police academy, and Spohn 
completed the course while 
on active duty. All that was 

left to do was find a job. 
Spohn found his perfect 

match on the first offer.
“When I got out (of the 

military), Azle was the first 
job I came across,” he said. “I 
cannot say enough good stuff 
about the people in this com-
munity. We’ve started a lot of 
counseling initiatives, domes-
tic violence initiatives, and 
done a lot of good things.”

Some career police offi-
cers might consider Azle a 
starting point to lead to big-
ger and better things. Spohn 
found what he was looking 
for immediately.

“A lot of my friends work 
for larger agencies like Fort 
Worth, but the thing I always 
enjoyed about Azle was the 
fact that I actually got to 
know people in the commu-
nity,” he said. “I made a lot of 
friends.”

He has worn the Azle badge 
for 34 years and counting and 

considers himself a Texan 
now despite his Pennsylvania 
birthplace. He went on a blind 
date not long after arriving 
here, and met Nancy, who 
became his wife. They will 
celebrate their 30th wedding 
anniversary next year.

The couple didn’t have 
children but planted roots 
in the city and the police 
department.

“The agency has become 
an extension of my family,” 
he said.

Currently, Spohn is a police 
sergeant and field training 
coordinator and serves as 
best-practices accreditation 
manager at the Texas Police 
Chief’s Association.

He hasn’t been bullied in 
years, particularly after be-
coming an avid weightlifter 
and receiving many hours 
of training in self-defense. 

PHOTO COURTESY

Bob Spohn has worn an Azle police badge for 34 years and counting.

Even in his 40s, he could still 
benchpress more than 350 
pounds. 

Nowadays, he isn’t as 
bulked up. Enforcing laws 
during a long police career 
has resulted in numerous 
injuries that can make it diffi-
cult to train with weights, and 
he is leaner but not meaner 

these days. He is reminded 
why he became a cop and 
why he loves his career ev-
ery time he steps outside, he 
said.  

“Azle has always been my 
city,” he said. “The commu-
nity has always been my peo-
ple. I’ve been blessed by this 
community.”
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Joe Friske was the first 
person in his family to ac-
complish something.

He was the first individual 
in the history of his family 
to serve in the military.

“It was unique – there 
was a lot of pushback from 
my family for joining,” said 
Friske, an Army veteran. 
“Because everybody went 
to college, and here I am, I 
joined the military instead.”

His family, though, is 
proud of his service, and 
Friske said he tried to talk 
one of his nephews from 
joining the military, but 
“that helped convince him 

Veteran was the first 
in family to serve 
country in military

to join.” That nephew joined 
the Army and he recent-
ly got promoted to ser-
geant. He works at NATO 
headquarters.

Friske, fleet manager at 
Tri-County Electric Co-op, 
has worked at Tri-County 
for a little over 2 1/2 years. 
He grew up in northeast 
South Dakota and has been 
in Texas since 2003. He had 
been stationed at Fort Hood, 
near Killeen, from 1989 to 
1994. He also was in Korea 
from 1994 to 1995 and 
Fort Irwin, California, from 
1995 to 1998. He was in the 

Army for 10 years and was 
a mechanic, doing tracked 
vehicle repair.

“It’s always been a lifetime 
goal of mine since I was 
kid to join the military,” he 
said. “I wanted to be a Navy 
pilot, but I wore glasses, so 
their recruiter said nope. 
So then I joined the Army, 
And then I had a high GT 
(General Technical) score, 
and they said, ‘We want 
you to go this school that’s 
about two years long.’ And 
I said OK, what’s the next 
(option) available? And they 
said we’ll we’ve got a me-
chanic (school). I grew up on 
a farm, so I was like, yeah, I 

PHOTO BY DON MUNSCH

Joe Friske served in the U.S. Army for 10 years. He now works for Tri-County Electric. 
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Reno resident Ted Lyon 
joined the Air Force at age 18 
for two reasons – to serve his 
country and learn a trade.

“I’ve always been patri-
otic for my country,” Lyon 
said. “Also, I was out of high 
school, and I needed a trade.”

Lyon was in the Air Force 
from 1994 to 1999. 

Why did he choose the Air 
Force? 

“I guess the number one 
reason is I’ve always liked 
airplanes. I’ve always liked 
aircraft,” Lyon said. “My dad 
is a mechanic. He’s been a 
mechanic his whole life and 
so I had some of the mechani-
cal background, which put 
me in a job specifically in the 
Air Force.”

And that job was working 
as an aerospace ground sup-
port equipment mechanic. 
He worked on equipment 
used to test airplanes and 
prepare them for duty while 
grounded. 

For example, Lyon and his 

Reno resident, Air Force veteran 
discusses how military experience 
equipped him for the workforce

team would use air condi-
tioners to cool the electron-
ics working on a grounded 
plane. He worked with a wide 
variety of equipment, includ-
ing hydraulic pneumatic air 
conditioning, air compres-
sors, heaters and hydraulic 
cartons.

Lyon said the opportu-
nity to learn and work on a 
variety of equipment was 
helpful to him and prepared 
him for jobs that he would 
have after leaving the Air 
Force. Though he currently 
works for Lockheed Martin, 
Lyon has taken multiple jobs 
since he left the Air Force, 
including as an automa-
tion technician at Nokia, as 
a flat belt conveyor me-
chanic at Williamson-Dickie 
Manufacturing Company and 
at DFW Skylink. 

“I didn’t work on one 
specific thing. I worked on 
a whole variety of differ-
ent things,” he said. “That 

equipped me for the time 
when I got out of the Air 
Force and had to go out into 
the private sector to do dif-
ferent tasks because I was 
familiar with a whole variety 
of different things and that 
equipped me for that. It was a 

PHOTO BY MADELYN EDWARDS

Reno resident and Air Force veteran Ted Lyon (right) smiles for a photo with his family. From left is his 
wife Krizhana and his daughters Grace and Hope. 

COURTESY PHOTO

Ted Lyon joined the Air Force at 
age 18 to serve his country and 
learn a trade. He served from 
1994 to 1999. 

SEE LYON, PAGE 9C.

SEE FRISKE, PAGE 17C.

Ted Lyon

Joe Friske
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Proud to be your county commissioner for our community!

Office 817-220-7218 • Mobile 817-944-6160

george.conley@parkercountytx.com

Your County Commissioner

George Conley
Parker County Precinct #1

Political ad paid for by George Conley.

Home

Cooked

Meals!

DAILY LUNCH SPECIALS 
10:30 am to 3:00 pm 7 days a week

BREAKFAST SERVED ALL DAY

TAKE OUT ORDERS WELCOME

7 Days A Week 6 am - 10 pm

401 HWY. 199 W. SPRINGTOWN

817-220-7915

Howell’s Western Cafe

Thank You VeteransThank You Veterans

Call Us At 817-237-3325

Customers who use 
Joe Rider Propane SAVE 
an average of $250/year! • Free System Check

• No Fees
•  Serving the 

Azle Area 
Since 1954

Switch Today and get 

a FREE $25 gift card!

Thank you 
for your 
service.

101A N Main St in Springtown

• ON THE SQUARE •

SquareGuns.com

817-538-7557

Open Tues-Fri 10 am - 6 pm, Sat  9 am - 4 pm, Closed Sun & Mon

Come in For All Your 
Firearm and Ammo Needs!

Layaway Now For Xmas!

Honoring All 
Who Served

For your convenience
LOBBY: Monday - Thursday 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Friday 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 
DRIVE  THRU: Monday - Friday  7:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 

Saturday 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

608 Boyd Rd. Azle, TX 76020 

817-378-2240
Fax 817-378-2294

HONORING VETERANS

Thank you for your service.

Curtis Fair

U.S. Army • 6 Years 
1964-1970

April Eversole Fallecker

U.S. Air Force 1stSgt 
Master Sergeant 

22 Years • 1995 Azle Graduate

Carmon Finney

Army National Guard Medic, 
U.S. Navy Medic E5

Joanne Fontenot

U.S. Army • 2006-2010 
Army National Guard 

2010-2012

Jared Foster

U.S. Marine Corps 
2017 - Present

Donald Fox

U.S. Army 1966-1968 
Specialist 5th Class

Jeff Edwards

U.S. Air Force 
1986 - 1993

Curtis Elam

U.S. Army 
1966-1968

Tabatha Erwin

U.S. Air Force SrA • 5 Years 
2006 Azle Graduate

Thomas Estes

U.S. Marine Corps 
1966-1970 Vietnam

Rene Esteves

U.S. Navy 
2003-2008

Kenneth Fair

U.S. Navy E3, 
U.S. Air Force E6

Truman Davis

U.S. Air Force
James W. Davis

U.S. Air Force Capt 1967-1972 
Vietnam April 1970-April 1971

Jesse Dawson

U.S. Marine Corps 
2005 - Present

Jessica Dawson

U.S. Army 
2004-2009

Marvin ‘Doboard’ Dunlap

U.S. Navy 
1944-1947

Bobby L. Eberle

U.S. Air Force TSgt 
20 Years • 1948-1968
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> 
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> 

Expert, knowledgeable advice from our associates

Incredible selection of quality and brand name products

Contemporary store design makes shopping enjoyable

10% Off
Some restrictions may apply. 

Coupon good until 
Nov 30, 2023 only

1899 FM 730N, Azle, Texas 76020
www.reevesazlehardware.com

Honoring 
All Who 
Served

112 S. Main Street, 
Springtown Texas 76082

817-220-7828
info@springtownchamber.org

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company • State Farm Indemnity Company 

State Farm Fire and Casualty Company • State Farm General Insurance Company • Bloomington, IL 

1901155

AUTO • HOME • LIFE INSURANCE

Thank you 

for your 

service.

Amy Kaplan, ChFC CLU, Agent

813 E. Hwy 199, Springtown, TX 76082

Bus: 817-220-5222

amykaplaninsurance.com

Robert M. Gunn

U.S. Air Force • 1954-1962 
Navy Reserves • 1976-1992

james hachtel

Texas Army National Guard 
2010-2016

William Eugene Hall

U.S. Army • 1950-1952 Korea 
Purple Heart, 

Bronze Star with Valor

Billy Hamilton

U.S. Air Force 
Sgt 1st Class

Dennis Hamblin

U.S. Army 864th Engr Bn 
1972-1975

Michael Hanna

U.S. Air Force 
1979 - 1983

Paola A. Gomez

U.S. Navy Operations 
Specialist 1st Class 

1999-2019

Jose Luis Gonzales

U.S. Army 1992-1998 
Corporal E4

Hubert Sonny Goode

U.S. Navy 
Vietnam

Ronnie Goode

U.S. Coast Guard 
1991-1995

Joe Grandmasion

U.S. Marine Corps Sgt 2004-
2014 • TX Air National Guard 
Staff Sergeant • 2014-2021 

Fort Worth Police Department 
Officer 2015-Present 

Dan Grant

U.S. Air Force E3

Stephen Freeman

U.S. Marine Corps 
2003-2010 Iraq

Joel Friske

U.S. Army 
10 Years

Leon Foster

U.S. Army Reserves 
1988-1993 

U.A. Navy • 1993-1997

Rick Foster

U.S. Army • 1967-1972 
Vietnam

Roy Foster

U.S. Marine Corps 
1966-1969

Dominick Garcia

U.S. Marine Corps • 4 Years 
2015 Azle Graduate
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Ross Horton

U.S. Army 
1955 - 1957

Jack Horton

U.S. Army, 2 years Vietnam
Andrew Howard

1962-1966 A1C Phillipines
Shirley Hubbard

Civilian Civil Service, 
32 yrs. in USAF

Amy Hubenak

U.S. Marine Corps 4 years
Jeff Hubenak

U.S. Navy 26 years

3221 E. Hwy 199 • 817-444-2855

AUTHORIZED AGENT

Kaye Burtnett & 

Vanessa Roberson

905 E. Hwy. 199 Springtown, TX 76082

HOME • AUTO • FARM • LIFE

Protecting Texans, Prioritizing customer service

Thank You Veterans

off

1004 Boyd Rd., Azle

817-270-2339
Sun 11 AM - 9 PM, Mon 11 AM - 10 PM, Closed Tues, 

Wed 11 AM - 10 PM, Thurs-Sat 11 AM - 11 PM

10% 
To All 

Veterans

Thank you for 
your service

Veterans Day 2022

Eileen Harbour

U.S. Marine Corps • 1976-1980 
1975 Azle Graduate

Robert Brady Hartman

U.S. Army • 1st 503rd Airborne 
Infantry, 173 Airborne Brigade 

Medic, Afghanistan 
2008-2011

John Hinojosa

U.S. Army 1988-1992 E4
Joey Hollingsworth

Texas Air National Guard 
15 Years

Howard Horton

U.S. Air Force 
1952-1968

Leroy Horton

U.S. Air Force

140 W. Main St.  • Azle

817-444-4613

PROPANE & TANKS
For Sale and Lease

REFILLS 
AVAILABLE AT 
OUR LOCATION

Family Owned since  1946

RURAL GAS SUPPLY

John Geurin

U.S. Army Colonel 
1961-1988

James Gieb

U.S. Army • 1970-1972 
Vietnam

Christopher Gilliland

U.S. Army 
1997-2016

Grant Gibbons

Air National Guard 
2017-Present

Todd Gibbons

U.S. Air Force 
1981-1989

Allie Gilford Gilley

U.S. Coast Guard 
WWII

Don Huggins 

U.S. Air Force 
Airman 2nd Lt

George Hutton

U.S. Army • 1962-1970 
Vietnam

James D. Ivey

U.S. Air Force 
4 Years • 1954-1958

Ray Ivey

U.S. Army Colonel 
30 Years • Vietnam

Matthew Jackson

U.S. Army 
2002-2006

Edward Jantzen

U.S. Navy 
1966-1969

very educational experience.”
Having a variety of experi-

ence also helped him land on 
his feet when trouble would 
arise. Lyon recalled telling 
his wife, Krizhana, that he 
was getting laid off from his 
job at Nokia, and because of 
his diverse training, she was 
undaunted. 

“And she said, ‘I’m not wor-
ried about it,’” Lyon said. “She 
said, ‘You know so much. 
You’re not going to have a 
problem finding a job.’ I love 

fixing stuff, working on stuff, 
and that’s where it all began 
in the military.”

But his military experience 
wasn’t all about work. Lyon 
was also able to make friends 
and have fun while in the ser-
vice. Of course, he said one 
of his best experiences in the 
Air Force was in 1998 when 
he married his wife. He met 
her at a party at his brother’s 
house, and they got hitched 
while he was between Air 
Force bases. 

“I can’t exclude that (from 
the story). Boy, she’d be mad 
at me if I did that,” Lyon said 
playfully.

Lyon said he has no regrets 
about joining the Air Force. In 
fact, he would encourage oth-
ers to join up. 

“I encourage anybody to 
join the military because of 
the simple fact that it makes 
you grow up,” he said. “I was 
18, and it pushed me to grow 
up fast and see the world out-
side. Coming from Mineral 
Wells, I saw stuff that I had 
never seen in my life, and it 
was a good experience.”

Lyon’s Veterans Day cel-
ebrations include going to 
church and recognizing other 
veterans in the congregation. 
He said he goes out of his way 

to thank veterans for their 
service. 

“I’m thankful for all the vet-
erans, for everybody that has 
written the check, if you will. 
It’s been told to me a long 
time ago that you write the 
check and whether the gov-
ernment cashes it or not is up 
to the government, meaning 
that you’re willing to put your 
life down; you’re willing to 
die for your country. Whether 
that happens or not is, in 
part, out of your control,” 
Lyon said. “I admire some-
body that is willing to sacri-
fice and do that. So, I have a 
real big respect for veterans.”

LYON
FROM PAGE 6C
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State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company

Bloomington, IL
1101399TX.1

Ride with the #1 car insurer in TEXAS.

Haley Carter, Agent
408 Boyd Ct., 

Azle, TX 76020
Bus: 817-444-1100

haley@haleycarter.com

Like a good neighbor, 

State Farm is there.

CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7

4895 E. Hwy 199, Reno

682-310-0079
Open Mon-Thurs 10:30 am - 7 pm, 

Fri-Sat 10:30 am - 8 pm, Closed Sun.

ANNA’S TAQUERIA
Breakfast Food Truck

5:00 am - 2:00 pm

HONORING ALL HONORING ALL 

WHO HAVE SERVEDWHO HAVE SERVED

David McClure

U.S. Navy 
1970-1978

Jessica McVean

U.S. Air Force Medic E4 
Active Duty • 4.5 Years 

2008 Azle Graduate

Matthew Mishio

U.S. Army 
8 Years

Dennis W. Meredith

U.S. Army Major 
1967-1993

Bobbie Moore

U.S. Air Force 1995-2016

Donald Moore

U.S. Air Force • 1992-2012

Alfredo Morales

U.S. Army 1965-1967 
Specialist 4th Class

Jeremy McCollum

U.S. Marine Corps 
6 Years • 2002-2008

John Martin

U.S. Army 
1974-1996

Ryan P. Martin

U.S. Navy • 2001-2011 
Springtown Graduate

Jason Malewiski

U.S. Navy • 1995-2002 
U.S. Air Force • 2002-2015

Jim Mitchell

U.S. Army Airborne Sgt 1st 
Class • 1966-1982

Adam Mason

U.S. Army • 6 Years 
2001 Azle Graduate

Doug Letz

US Army Texas 
National Guard • 22 Years

Joe Lieb

Strategic Air Command 
Air Force • 1957-1962

Zachary Dean Lund

Army Reserves • 2014-2020 
2014 Springtown Graduate

William Lykins

U.S. Navy 1966-1968
Weldon B. McDaniel

459th BG • 15th Army Air 
Force • WWII

Eddie McCrory

U.S. Air Force 
1952 - 1956

Phillip G. Koch

U.S. Air Force 
6 Years 6 Months

Stuart Lankford

U.S. Marine Corps 
1992-2017 LtCol

James Last

U.S. Army E5 Crewchief/
Gunner • 1967-1970

Destin Lacey

Army National Guard 
3 Years

Derwin Royce Lancaster

U.S. Army 
1954-1956 • Korea

Ron Lenning

U.S. Navy 1967-1972 
Mail Clerk 2nd Class 
USS Epping Forest

James Jeffreys

U.S. Air Force • 1950-1970 
20 Years

Ed Johnson

U.S. Navy • 1966-1973 
1966 Azle Graduate

Estle Johnson

U.S. Air Force 
1951-1978 SMSgt

Mary Johnson

U.S. Navy 
1965-1968

Brian Kilian

U.S. Air Force 
1987-2013

Gunner Kesler

U.S. Navy LCDR 
30 Years

Stephen Morris

U.S. Navy FMF Corpsman 
2016 Azle Graduate

Billy J. Myers

U.S. Air Force • 1950-1970 
20 Years
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Azle Manor offers quality post-acute and long-term care. 
Our focus is providing exceptional clinical services, 
by people who truly care, in an environment that 

promotes health and wellness.

··  On-site Physical, 
Occupational and Speech 
Therapy

·· 24-Hour Skilled Nursing Care

·· Beauty and Barber Shop

··  Courtyard and Gazebo

··  Therapeutic Whirlpool®
 

Bath Tubs

·· Interfaith Religious Services

··  Family-Centered Wellness & 
Activity Program

··  All Electric Beds

·· WiFi Available

··  Televisions with 

DirectTV Provided

Kip Kruger, 
Administrator

Laci Gray, 
Marketing Director

Veterans Day Thank you for your service in defense of this nation.

Marvin Adamek Bobby Baker Truman Davis Kenneth Fairl Carmon Finney Dan Grant Billy Hamilton Don Huggins

Locally Owned and Serving the Community for Over 48 Years

Anton Pappas Mark Shrum Donald Sims Richard Smiley David Utter Don Webb Marvin Wyley

817-444-2536

721 Dunaway Lane ·· Azle, 76020

Welcome to Azle Manor - the cornerstone in 

Rehabilitation and Skilled Nursing care.

Accepting Medicare, Medicaid, Private Pay, United Healthcare, 
Blue Cross Blue Shield, Care N Care & More

HEALTH CARE & REHAB

NOT PICTURED

Daryl 
Williams

John 

Allen

BY JEFF PRINCE

jeff@azlenews.net

At 14, Roy Dean Foster was 
devastated after his parents 
divorced in the early 1960s.

The emotional baggage he 
carried afterward was heavy, 
and at 17, Foster dropped out 
of North Side High School in 
Fort Worth and enlisted in the 
Unites States Marine Corps. 
He attended basic training in 
1966, learned basic infantry 
and was assigned to the mess 
hall as a cook.

His emotional baggage, 
though, continued to grow. 
He served until 1969, seeing 
plenty of action along the 
way. The military trained him 

Vietnam veteran relies on family to thrive

and others in his platoon to 
become killing machines and 
a “true piece of equipment 
that questions no orders,” he 
said.

From January 1966 to 
January 1967, Foster was sta-
tioned near Marble Mountain 
south of Da Nang. He was 
medevacked after a North 
Vietnamese sniper fired 
into the military base where 
Foster was stationed, injuring 
his hand.

“I was in the barrel house, 
and a sniper was on the 
outside perimeter putting 

rounds in there, and I got 
this finger crushed by a bar-
rel of gasoline that fell,” said 
Foster, who lives in Briar.

He received burns in 
the same attack and was 
sent back home to heal for 
months. The memories re-
main vivid all these decades 
later.

“If you’ve never been in a 
combat zone, you have no 
idea of what that’s about,” 
he said. “Just think of it this 
way: You can put the worst 
tornado, the worst hurricane, 
the worst traffic wreck and 
the worst fire all together and 
you might have some idea of 
what a combat zone is about. 
It makes an impression on 
you that you don’t ever get 
over.”

Foster comes from a mili-
tary family and knows plenty 
of relatives who served, and 
he was proud to do his part. 
The repercussions, though, 
are still felt physically and 
emotionally.

“You live with that, and you 
have to go through life with 
your guard up,” he said.

He and many others who 
served in the military strug-
gled to keep emotions – par-
ticularly anger and depres-
sion - contained after their 
wartime experiences, he said.

“Through our documenta-
tion, they fully understand 
what PTSD is about,” he said. 
“We had to pay those prices. 
I want people to know what 
we deal with in our lives after 
coming through one of those 
things.”

Resolution was made more 
difficult by the sometimes-
scornful reaction from the 
public that Vietnam veter-
ans endured upon returning 
stateside.

For Foster, finding peace 
meant letting go of hate.

“Over a period of time, if 
you let hate stay in you, and 
if you let a disease such as 
anger or whatever destroy 
you, you have to overcome 
that,” he said. “The only way 
you can overcome that is that 

PHOTOS BY JEFF PRINCE

Patches and pins on Roy Dean Foster’s leather vest help tell the story 
of his service.

you have got to communi-
cate. You get it out of your 
system.”

Foster credits his wife of 
50 years, Judy Lynn Foster, 
and their daughters - Deanna, 
Laura, and Jessica – for help-
ing him find happiness.

“I could not be me with-
out the support of my wife 
of 50 years and my family, 
my girls,” he said. “They car-
ried a lot of brunt and a lot 
of things to help get through 
this.”

Roy Dean Foster enlisted in the U.S. Marine 
Corps in 1965, served from 1966 to 1969 
and saw combat in Vietnam.

Roy Foster



12C  WEDNESDAY, November 9, 2022

We’re insured and bonded with multiple references in 

Springtown, Azle, Boyd, Hudson Bay, Paradise, Weath-

erford, Willow Park, Bridgeport, Saginaw, Fort Worth, 

Austin & More. We have an A rating with the BBB.

SERVICES
•  Residential and Commercial Roofing
•  Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling
•  Outdoor stair wells, fences and carpentry
•  Door and window installation
• Plumbing
•  Hardwood, laminate, and tile flooring
• New custom construction
• Hail & insurance claims
•  Post and beam farm homes
•  Metal brackets to footings/foundations
•  Outdoor kitchen, deck trellis, fire pit and waterfalls

Over 30 Years 
of Experience

God, family and work; 
these things are transparent and 

indivisible in all we do.

Veterans 
Day 2022
A heartfelt thank you to those of you who have 
contributed to the freedom we enjoy today

StrongStrong  
Construction Construction & Hail Claims& Hail Claims

866-222-2311
www.strongconstr.com

Nelson Bran, Project Manager
Text: 626-695-0605 brannelson@yahoo.com 

Springtown, Texas

VETERANS

DAY

www.LarrysCarpet.comwww.LarrysCarpet.com
8305 Jacksboro Hwy.  • 817-237-78718305 Jacksboro Hwy.  • 817-237-7871

for every room in your home! Quality, large selection, 
and great prices ... are still found at ...

WAREHOUSE FULL of WAREHOUSE FULL of 

ROLLS and REMNANTSROLLS and REMNANTS

“Since 1979”“Since 1979”

SHOWROOM & WAREHOUSESHOWROOM & WAREHOUSE

Wood Floors

Ceramic Tile

 11 p.m. November 11, 1918  The Great War (WWI) is formally ended when armistice with Germany was signed.

 November 11, 1919  U.S. President Woodrow Wilson addresses the nation on first “Armistice Day.”

 June 4, 1926  Congress adopts resolution for annual presidential proclamations and ceremonies.

 May 13, 1938  Congress passes law to make November 11 a holiday “to be dedicated to the cause of 
world peace… known as ‘Armistice Day.’”

 1945  WWII veteran Edmund Weeks leads delegation to extend Armistice Day to all veterans, 
not just those of WWI.

 June 1, 1954  Congress passes law, replacing “Armistice” with “Veterans” for the national holiday, at 
the urging of veterans organizations.

 1971  Veterans Day moves to the fourth Monday of October, in line with the Uniform Monday 
Holiday Act.

 1978  Veterans Day is moved back to November 11 and becomes a day to honor all who have 
served.

Veteran’s Day Timeline

Call me today to discuss your options.

Some people think Allstate only protects your car. 

Truth is, Allstate can also protect your home or apart-

ment, your boat,  motorcycle, even your retirement and 

your life. And the more of your world you put in Good 

Hands®, the more you can save.

Insurance subject to terms, qualifications and availability. Allstate Property and Casualty Insur-
ance Co. Allstate Fire and Casualty Insurance Co., Allstate Insurance Co., Allstate Texas Lloyd’s, 
Allstate Indemnity Co., Allstate Vehicle and Property Insurance Co. Life insurance offered 
through Allstate Life Ins. Co. & Allstate Assurance Co., Northbrook IL and American Heritage 
Life Insurance Co., Jacksonville, FL. Securities offered by Personal Financial Representatives 
through Allstate Financial Services, LLC (LSA Securities in LA and PA) Registered Broker-Dealer, 
Member FINRA, SIPC. Main Office 2920 South 84th Street, Lincoln NE 68506 877-525-5727. © 
2010 Allstate Insurance Co.

Mares Insurance 

Group, Inc.

817-444-1491

208 W. Main St., Azle AUTO • HOME • LIFE • RETIREMENT

• 2022 •
Honoring those 

who have served our 
country both home 

and abroad.
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OnlinewithTCB.com

Bridgeport   Springtown

Veterans Day
Thank You 

for Your 
Service

324 Hwy. 199 E, Springtown • 817-523-3151
Open Mon - Fri 8am - 6pm Sat - 8am - 2pm Sun - Closed

• 10 Minute Oil Change
• State Inspection
• Fuel Injection Service

• Transmission Service
•  All Brands of Oil Available
•  Experienced Lube Technicians

Our Customer Service Makes the Difference.

The LUBE CENTER

10th Oil Change FREE!

VETERANS DAY 2022

Thank you 
for your 
service.

Jeremy Moore

U.S. Army • 7 Years 
1999-2007

Monte W. Moore

U.S. Army 
2 Years

Barry Neff

U.S. Air Force Sr. Master 
Sergeant • 1979-1999

Clyde Noakes

Air Force Reserves 
1967-1973

Roger Owens

U.S. Army 
1967-1968 • Vietnam

Toby Palitti

U.S. Navy 
1970-1981

Harold Pankey

U.S. Air Force Lt Colonel 
1948-1974

Todd Parker

U.S. Navy 
2005-2009

Eric Parrish

U.S. Air Force • 2010-2016 
Air Force Reserves 

2016-Present

Phillip Cole Payne

U.S. Air Force Staff Sgt. 
1999-2006

Cynthia Payne

U.S. Army • 1991-2002 
Gulf War

Juan Pedroza

U.S. Air Force 
4 Years

John Peck

Corporal, Army
Jerome Pilgrim

U.S. Navy 
1954-1984

Aaron Pinkston

U.S. Army • 4 Years 
U.S. Army Reserves • 4 Years 

1988 Azle Graduate

Aubrey Ramos

U.S. Air Force 
16 Years

Kathleen Ramsey

Staff Sergeant, Army
Derek Ray

U.S. Army • 10 Years 
1988 Azle Graduate

PHOTO COURTESY USO.ORG.

Airman 1st Class Jessica Keith, 17th Training Wing, renders a salute 
as the United States Flag goes by during the San Angelo Veterans 
Day Parade Nov. 6. Airman Keith participated in the parade to honor 
the men and women who have served before her.

FROM STAFF REPORTS
Women represent the 

fastest-growing population in 
both military service and the 
veteran community.

Today, in greater num-
bers than ever, women are 
stepping up to serve in new, 
critical and formidable roles 
contributing to our nation’s 
national security.

But women soldiers are not 
new to the military. In the 
history of our nation, women 
have served alongside men 
since the Revolutionary War. 
When militias were form-
ing and Gen. Washington’s 
army was gaining numbers, 
mothers, wives, sisters and 
daughters accompanied their 
men, performing many of the 
service roles they would do 
at home—laundry, mending, 
cooking, tending to the sick.

Women became part of the 
victory, either by acting as 
spies or disguising them-
selves as men and fighting in 
the battles.

During the Civil War, wom-
en’s military roles expanded. 
The role of battlefield nurse 
was formalized, and many 
women fought on both sides 
of the conflict.

Women soldiers: Serving in the Armed Forces since nation’s birth
By April 1917 during WWI, 

the U.S. Army Nurse Corps 
– formally established in 
1901 – had 403 nurses in its 
active-duty ranks. But by June 
1918, just over a year later, 
there were more than 3,000 
American nurses deployed to 
British-operated hospitals in 
France. Conditions were of-
ten dangerously close to bat-
tlefronts, and while women 
could not vote, they were now 
serving openly in military 
service.

During this time, the “war 
at home” provided an oppor-
tunity for women to break 
out of traditional nursing and 
domestic military service. 
They began to replace the 
men who went overseas in 
much-needed jobs such as ra-
dio and telegraph operators, 
translators and other cleri-
cal duties. The Navy enlisted 
12,000 “yeomanettes.”

When WWII began, men 
were sent overseas creating 
openings for non-combat 
stateside jobs. At this point, 
all four branches of the 
Armed Forces had women 
in their ranks, some 350,000 
who served in uniform in that 
war.

At this point, in all four 

branches of the Armed 
Forces, women’s military 
units were permanently 
established.

Army: The Army formed 
the Women’s Army Auxiliary 
Corps, or WAACs, which was 
later renamed and restruc-
tured to form the active 
duty Women’s Army Corps, 
the WACS. The branch also 
formed the Army’s Women 
Airforce Service Pilots, called 
WASPS.

Navy: The Navy formed 
the Women Accepted for 
Volunteer Emergency Service, 
WAVES.

Marine Corps: The Marines 
enlisted women in the Marine 
Corps Women’s Reserve.

Coast Guard: The Coast 
Guard formed the Women’s 
Reserve, SPARS, which stood 
for the Coast Guard motto 
– Semper Paratus – “Always 
Ready.”

In addition to clerical and 
medical jobs, women worked 
in cryptology, they drove 
trucks, they flew airplanes, 
they rigged parachutes and 
they trained their male coun-
terparts in aerial combat 
tactics.

But women also served 
overseas in hazardous duty. 

Some 57,000 women worked 
in the Army Nurses Corps. In 
total, 432 women were killed 
in the line of service during 
World War II and 88 were 
taken as POWs.

During the Korean War, 
some 120,000 women were 
serving in active-duty po-
sitions from 1950-1953. 
Although they could not 
serve in combat, they un-
dertook new roles such as 
military police officers or 
engineers.

The Vietnam War saw the 
expansion of women’s roles 
in the Armed Forces, allowing 
them to train for more tech-
nical jobs such as air traffic 
controllers and intelligence 
officers. By 1972, women 
were able to be promoted and 
even to command units that 
included men.

Since the Vietnam War, 
there have been many “firsts” 
for women as the military 
opportunities expanded, but 
soon it became routine for 
women to serve, to receive 
promotions and medals, to 
work in roles traditionally 
done by men.

By 2013, the ban on women 
serving in direct combat ar-
eas was lifted. By 2015, it was 

fully implemented, open-
ing up thousands of jobs 
for women in the military, 
including the opportunity 
to train and qualify as Navy 
SEALs and Army Rangers.

More than 300,000 wom-
en have served in Iraq and 

Afghanistan since 9/11, and 
more than 9,000 have earned 
Combat Action Badges. 
Today, women make up 16% 
of our nation’s Armed Forces, 
proudly serving in every 
branch of the U.S. military.

Source: uso.org.
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Needing help with your 
pool or equipment?

WEEKLY MAINTENANCE

AQUALINE 
POOLS

One of our trained technicians will come to your home 
and explain to you how your pool system works!

• Learn about your equipment and plumbing
• Basic water chemistry
• FREE Book about topics discussed
• 10% Off in store coupon

1401 SE Pkwy Azle • 817-238-0890
Visit our retail store for free water testing and free advice.

Veterans Day 2022
Thank you for your service

Where customers send their friends.

233 W. Main • 817-444-5057
Eric Chisholm, Owner

AZLE PAINT 

& BODY

We appreciate our 
veterans and military

BRANSOM REAL ESTATE
Results you can count on.
200 W. Main St., Azle

817-925-8281
bransomrealestate.net

Donna Bransom

Thank you for 
your service to 
this country.

502 E. Hwy. 199 
Springtown

817-523-0009

Thank you
for your 
service

417 N. Main • Springtown 

817-523-4137

Commercial • Residential • Multifamily
Roofing • Windows • Attic Insulation • Painting

Veterans Day 2022

Thank you for your service 
to our country.

817-444-3100
708 Northwest Pkwy, Azle

www.DoubleLPlumbingService.com
Licensed & Insured M-37950

• Drain Cleaning • House Re-pipes

• Video Drain Inspection

• Water Heater Changeouts

•  Commode Repair and Replacement

• Total Service Plumbing
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Thank You Veterans!Thank You Veterans!

Dennis Sherrill
U.S. Navy 
1965-1969

Mark Shrum
U.S. Air Force E3

Dwayne D. Simon
U.S. Army 1952-1954 Cpl. 

Band 179th & 5th 

Gary S. Smith
U. S. Marine Corps 1st Sgt. 

1981-2001

Richard Smiley 
U.S. Navy E5

Jackie Smith
Staff Sergeant, USAF

Donald E. Rose Jr.
U.S. Navy 
1970-1976

Joshua Reno
U.S. Army • 2003-2006 

3 Years 6 Months

Penny Robinson Riley
U.S. Navy 
1978-1984

Rouel F. Rothenberger, Jr.
U.S. Navy Medic HM2 

1959-1963 • USS Yorktown

Bill Sellman
U.S. Navy 

WWII

Jeremy T. Sheriff
U.S. Army Paratrooper 

4 Years

Eugene L. Reimer
Master Sergeant U.S. Air 

Force • 1962-1985

Bill Roesicke
U.S. Army • 1971-1974 

Vietnam

Otto Roesicke
U.S. Army Air Corp 

WWII

Joseph Rogers
U.S. Air Force Capt 

4 Years

Franklin Roup
Corporal, Army

Dennis W. Riley
U.S. Marine Corps 

1974-1978
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Joe S. McCreary, D.D.S.Joe S. McCreary, D.D.S.

We make your visit to the 
dentist a fun experience!

Veterans 
Day 2022

Thank you for 
your sacrifice!

209 Roe Street, Azle
817-444-3209

• We treat every member of the family.

• Nitrous Oxide & Anti Anxiety medication 
available without excessive fees!

• Dental Implants from start to finish!

• The Latest High Tech equipment for 
comfortable, efficient & detailed exams.

A/C & HEAT
BY RUSSELL

Authorized Dealer: Rheem • Comfortmaker • Amana

SERVICING ALL BRANDS
SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATION

Residential & Commercial

817-270-8811 office

817-239-8710 cell

 Russell Reed, Owner
TACLBO17933C

Quality At Reasonable Rates

Veterans Day 2022Veterans Day 2022
Thank you for your serviceThank you for your service

OfficeOf.BuneroCPA@gmail.com

252 West Main Street, 
Suite E, Azle

Cell: 817-307-2828 • Fax: 888-908-5987

Proud to be a member of the Azle Area Chamber of Commerce

Veterans 
Day 2022
Thank you for 

your service

Gabriel Torres

U.S. Marine Corps 
2008-2012 E4

James Tidwell

U.S. Marine Corps 
1961-1967

Clifford W. Teague

U.S. Army 
1956-1958

Rich Terrett

U.S. Navy LCDR 
1990-2014

Arthur Scott Turner

U.S. Air Force Lt. Colonel 
1945-1978

Terry R. Thorpe

U.S. Air Force • 1962-1982 
Vietnam • Bronze Star

William Wesley Shores

U.S. Army 
1942-1945 • WWII

James Swan

Army
Franklin Taylor 

Sergeant, Navy
Houston M. Taylor

U.S. Army SFC • 6 Years 
2005 Azle Graduate 

KIA Oct 12, 2011, Kunar 
Province, Afghanistan

Dennis Thompson

U.S. Army 
1968  - 1971

Gatlin Carter Thomas

U.S. Air Force Airman 1st 
Class  2019-Present

David Utter

U.S. Air Force Sgt
Shaun Waits

U.S. Marine Corp 
1988-1992

Jerry Walden

U.S. Air Force • 1965-1969 
Vietnam

Jerry E.Walston

U.S. Marine Corps Lance 
Corporal • 1960-1966

Robert Warren

U.S. Navy 1996-2001 E5
Don Webb

U.S. Army Specialist E4

Robert Soto

U.S. Army 
1964-1966

Stoney Stonebraker

U.S. Army 1968-1996 LtCol
Ashley Strickland

U.S. Navy ABE3 
5 Years

Charles Strickland Jr.

1966-1969 Combat Engineer
John Sutton

U.S. Navy 
Active Duty • 4 Years

Steven Stutsman

USAF Master Sergeant 
1976-1991 U.S. Navy Reserve 

Petty Officer • 1996-2004

Bryan Spharler

U.S. Navy • 2011-2015 
Azle Graduate

Jack Stevens

U.S. Air Force Sergeant 
1963-1967 • 4 Years

David Sneed

U.S. Navy 
Jan 1967 - Dec 1967

David Wayne Sneed

U.S. Air Force 
1990-1994

Guy Sheppard

U.S. Army 
1944-1946 • WWII

L. J. Spann

U.S. Coast Guard Ship 
Captain • 4 Years 

1960 Azle Graduate
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We fix everything!
817-968-7867

3056 W. Hwy 199 (1.8 miles west of Pojo Road)

SPRINGTOWN

CARS, TRUCKS, SEMIS, EQUIPMENT, RVS, 
GENERATORS AND MUCH MORE!

Diagnosis • Oil Changes • Brakes 
Turbos • Overhauls • Suspension • Steering 

Injectors • Fuel Systems • Head Gaskets 
Transmissions • Heavy Engine • Cores!

TEXAS 
Diesel & Auto

DISCOUNTS FOR MILITARY, 
SENIOR CITIZENS 
& FIRST RESPONDERS

Veterans Day
Thank you for your service

SALES • SERVICE • PARTS

11601 Jacksboro Hwy • 817-237-6641

Customer Service & Satisfaction is our #1 PriorityCustomer Service & Satisfaction is our #1 Priority

www.EE-Equipment.comwww.EE-Equipment.com

Katie Thomas

Escrow Officer Branch Manager

224 W. Main St. Azle, TX 76020 

817-270-0948 • Fax 817-270-0543

Attorneys: Rector and Eargle, PC

H H H H H H H H H H H H H H H H

Veterans Day 2022
Thank you for your 
service and sacrifice

Tom Samples 
Pest Control

817-915-2470

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED. 

OVER 70 YEARS OF SERVICE. 

YOUR COMPLETE 

PEST CONTROL 

SERVICE

Bees

General Pests

Rodents

Scorpions

Spiders

Termites

We have been providing effective 

pest control solutions throughout 

the DFW Metroplex area 

for more than 70 years.

Our family-owned and operated 

business is fully equipped to 

handle all of your pest control needs.

415 W. Main St., Azle, Texas • 817-444-9024

• Real Estate
• Small Business

• Estate Planning
• Probate

Tyler A. Harden
ATTORNEY 

Serving clients in...

Stewart Title Company
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

VETERANS DAY 2022

Thank you for your service

Thank You 
Veterans

Toll Free 817-523-5200 
www.uppertrinitygcd.com

for protecting our freedoms

John Whittaker

U.S. Navy • 1961-1966
Maylynn Hurd Whitlock

U.S. Navy 4 Years
Bill White

U.S. Air Force 1959-1963
David White

U.S. Marine Corps 1962-1966
Rick White

U.S. Air Force • 1988-1992
Charles Whitlock

U.S. Navy • 4 Years 
U.S. Marine Corps • 4 Years

Rusty Whitt

U.S. Army Special Forces 
2003-2009

Jimmy C. Wiley

U.S. Air Force • 20 Years 
1951-1971

Kimberly Winston

U.S. Army 2007-2012 
Specialist

David L. Wood

U.S. Army • 1967-1971 
Vietnam

Marvin Wyley

U.S. Army • Private

BY JAY ANN COX

Staff Writer

The U.S. is indeed a grateful 
nation. A 2019 survey by the 
Cohen Veterans Network with 
the Harris Poll showed that 
91% of civilians have thanked 
a service member. However, 
nearly half of the veterans 
and active-duty service mem-
bers polled (49%) were uneasy 
when told “thank you for 
your service.” Mostly, they 
were uncomfortable because 
they were unsure how to re-

Five ways to really thank a veteran
spond to civilian thanks.

Here are some ideas for 
how to support veterans and 
bridge that awkward gap that 
might be caused by the very 
best intentions.

Ask about their duties in 
the military, where they have 
been stationed and when 
they served. And then listen. 
It’s as easy as striking up a 
conversation with any other 
stranger.

If your club or civic group 
has regular speakers at meet-
ings, invite a veteran to speak 

at the event. Veterans have 
great experience with crisis 
management and leadership, 
and maybe some funny sto-
ries to boot.

Hire a veteran or a military 
spouse for your business. 
Supporting military families 
through gainful employment 
helps active-duty spouses 
keep their skills sharp and 
provides veterans with that 
leg-up in the job market after 
their service.

Donate your time, money 
and even your frequent flier 

miles. Local veterans and 
wounded warrior organiza-
tions might need legal or 
accounting pro bono hours. 
Many groups have raffles, 
auctions, fish frys that ben-
efit veterans as well as their 
community. Check into the 
Hero Miles program at Fisher 
House (fisherhouse.org), 
which helps veterans and 
their families with transpor-
tation between home, medi-
cal centers and duty stations.

Use veteran-owned busi-
nesses or veteran entrepre-

neurs for goods and services. 
If you own a business or are 
responsible for purchasing 
decisions, consider adding 
these businesses to your sup-
ply chain.

Despite the unease some 
may feel when thanked, vet-
erans have a decided need 
for validation of the sacrifice 
– for all the missed holidays, 
soccer games, school plays 
and anniversaries; for the 
loss of limbs and eyes; for 
the bones broken and com-

rades lost. So if all you have 
at the moment is “thanks for 
your service and sacrifice,” 
go ahead and say it. It will be 
appreciated.

During an inspiring speech 
several years ago, former 
Green Beret John Wayne 
Walding, a wounded vet-
eran, said his response to 
“thank you” is to simply reply 
“you’re welcome. You, and 
this country, are worth it.”
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For over 24 years of doing physical therapy I have had the opportunity to work 
with men and women from all branches of the United States Military. They all 
have a story to tell, and I am fortunate to be able to listen, learn, and understand 
what they all went through. I’ve been able to work one on one with combat veterans, 
cooks , mechanics, and real life jet fighter pilots (not the ones you see in the movies). 
To me, these are our nation’s real-time heroes. Northwest Physical Therapy thanks 
all veterans, and greatly appreciates their service for the United States of America.
– Shane Wall, Owner - Physical Therapist

408 Central Dr., Azle • 817-444-8827
Next to the Drive-thru of PNC Bank www.azlenwpt.com

Veterans Veterans 
Day 2022Day 2022

Over 24 Years 
of Experience

a petty officer third class.
“I was a torpedoman,” he 

said. “We tended to the torpe-
does of the submarines of the 
U.S. Navy. We made sure they 
were ready for action.”

Conley said that the most 
memorable part of his time in 
service with the Navy was all 
of the different countries that 
he was able to go, like Italy.

“I was overseas the whole 
four years in different plac-
es,” said Conley. “Two years 
in the Mediterranean Sea then 
two years in Guam.”

He said that what kept him 

going while he was so far 
from home as he served in 
the Navy was the excitement 
of the job, the oceans that 
he crossed, and the different 
countries that they visited 
along the way.

Working with torpedoes 
was an exciting part of the 
work he did in the Navy. His 
most memorable moment, he 
said, was when he went out 
on a submarine on an exer-
cise shot of a torpedo and he 
was the one that was able to 
push the button to eject it at 
a target.

Conley’s own father served 
in the Army during the 
Korean War, and he feels that 
military service is some-
thing that “every young man” 

CONLEY
FROM PAGE 1C

should have to do for at least 
two years.

“It teaches you respect for 
others,” he said.

After the Navy, Conley 
came home and started a 
water well company, which 
he ran for 30 years before 
running for county commis-
sioner. He has been serving in 
that post now for 14 years.

Conley has two daughters 
and four grandchildren who 
are all very special to him. 
Though he isn’t traveling the 
world these days, he does 
get to spend time with them 
while he’s closer to home. 

“I have lived in Springtown 
all my life — what a great 
place to live.”

COURTESY PHOTO

One of Conley’s favorite duty stations was in Italy.

like mechanics.”
He said he liked the ca-

maraderie and atmosphere 
of the service, a place 
where service to others is 
essential.

“We knew we were there 
keeping our freedom for 
everybody,” he said. “It’s 
just always been my thing 

FRISKE
FROM PAGE 6C

- freedom.”
He joined the Army’s de-

layed entry program.
“I was 17 when I showed 

up for basic training, turned 
18 when my first week of 
basic training,” he said, not-
ing he had basic training at 
Fort Dix, New Jersey.

He is still friends with 
people he knew in the mili-
tary, although everyone is 
scattered now.

While in the military, his 

job gave him an opportu-
nity to meet people from 
a number of rank back-
grounds. Friske, whose last 
rank was staff sergeant, was 
the head tracked vehicle in-
spector for all the rotation 
units that showed up to Fort 
Irwin. 

“I interacted with every-
body, from the colonel on 
down to a private,” he said. 
“I helped train them on 
how to work on the tracked 
equipment.”

404 W. Main, Suite 102 • 817-444-1112
Monday - Thursday 8 am - 5 pm, Friday 8 am - 4 pm

www.azlechamber.com
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(left to right) Jackie “Jack” Smith, Staff Sergeant, USAF; Billy Myers, Tech Sergeant, 20 yrs. in USAF; 
Franklin Roop, Corporal, Army; James Swan, Army; Franklin Taylor, Sergeant, Navy; Shirley Hubbard, Civilian 

Civil Service, 32 yrs. in USAF; Kathleen Ramsey, Staff Sergeant, Army; John Peck, Corporal, Army

AN EQUAL 
OPPORTUNITY 
EMPLOYER

113 Denver Trail, Azle 817-444-3249
www.eaglecrestvilla.com

VETERANS DAY
Celebrating and thanking our very own veterans


