
Thursday, March 16, 2023  

ORGANIZATION OF THE YEAR

Nonprofit that provides food, resources to 
people in need named Organization of the Year
MADELYN EDWARDS

madelyn@azlenews.net 

The Golden Girls theme 
song “Thank you for being a 
friend” played as the Parker 
County Center of Hope was 
named Organization of the 
Year at the Springtown Area 
Chamber of Commerce’s an-
nual awards gala and silent 
auction. 

Parker County Center of 
Hope has provided resourc-
es to families in poverty for 
25 years, said Mike Kelley, 
who presented the award. In 
2021, the center collaborated 
with Texas Health Resources 
to open a location in 
Springtown, which has served 
more than 3,000 families in 
the city with groceries, hot 
meals and financial help for 

SEE NONPROFIT | C7
JIM STEVENS | THE SPRINGTOWN EPIGRAPH

Center of Hope was named Organization of the Year at the Springtown Area Chamber of Commerce’s annual awards gala and silent auction.

BUSINESS OF THE YEAR

Covered Bridge Venue wins a biggie
JEFF PRINCE

jeff@azlenews.net

The Covered Bridge Venue 
in western Springtown that 
opened for business in 2020 
has been named the Chamber 
of Commerce’s Business of 
the Year.

The hilltop wedding venue 
is situated amid the pictur-
esque North Texas landscape. 
Drive through the gate and 
cross the namesake bridge 
and you will feel tucked away 
in the serene privacy of more 
than 150 acres. Highlights 
include a 200-foot four-ti-
er cascading walk-through 
waterfall.

School superintendent 
Mike Kelley, who served as 
master of ceremonies at the 
chamber banquet, thanked 
Covered Bridge Venue 
owners Ricky and Chantal 
Dauenhauer for hosting the 
event.

Then, Kelley presented the 
award. JIM STEVENS | SPRINGTOWN EPIGRAPH

Rick Dauenhauer accepted his award with a speech to the banquet, thanking the local community for helping him and his wife establish such a grand event center for the 
people of Springtown.PLEASE SEE BUSINESS  | C7
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T H E  W A Y  B A N K I N G  S H O U L D  B E

SPRINGTOWN 726 HWY. 199 E., 817.220.5504 
AZLE 316 N.W. Parkway, 817.444.2504 • pinnbanktx.com

TRADITIONAL BANKING TRADITIONAL BANKING 

BASED ON VALUESBASED ON VALUES

As a local community bank, we’re proud to keep time-honored 
values at the center of our business. Here, the latest banking 

innovations go hand-in-hand with genuine personal relationships. 
It’s the way banking should be.

JASON GIBSON
Regional President

JOE HAMILTON
Vice President,

Lending

RANDA GOODE
Vice President,

Lending

PAIGE SLATE
Springtown Branch 

President

A shining achievement 
Springtown library director wins 
Extra Mile Award at Chamber awards gala

MADELYN EDWARDS

madelyn@azlenews.net

Springtown Public Library 
Director Andie D’Avignon 
took an opportunity to shine 
at the Springtown Area 
Chamber of Commerce’s an-
nual awards gala by wearing 
a sparkly black long-sleeved 
tunic to the event. 

“I literally wore this to 
work,” D’Avignon said about 
her outfit. “I don’t get to spar-
kle very often. I got to take 
advantage of it.” 

In a rhetorical sense, 
D’Avignon may sparkle at 
her job more often than she 
thinks. 

In honor of her leadership 
at the library, D’Avignon 
was awarded the City of 
Springtown Extra Mile Award 
at the awards gala on March 
3. 

“I put my whole heart into 
what I do,” she said after re-
ceiving the award. 

City Administrator David 
Miller, who presented the 
award at the gala, described 
the Extra Mile Award as for 
employees who stand out 
the most during the year and 
“(go) that extra mile, if you 
would, to help other employ-
ees and be a part of what’s 
going on.”

D’Avignon joined the 
Springtown Public Library 
staff in November 2013 and 
was promoted to director 
in June 2020. Miller said 
D’Avignon has worked to im-
prove the library’s service to 
its patrons, including looking 
for new materials, programs 
and services for the library to 
provide. 

Miller also noted that 
D’Avignon often helps out at 
the city’s events, such as at 
the Hop and Shop and Old-
Fashioned Christmas. 

D’Avignon’s smile and per-
sonality is a “blessing to her 
coworkers and her patrons 
who she values tremendous-
ly,” Miller said. 

D’Avignon was feeling a 
mix of emotions after being 
given the award – “shocked, 
amazed, grateful, very hon-
ored,” she said. 

“I consider it an honor for 

the entire library,” D’Avignon 
said. “It shows just how much 
everything we do impacts the 
community, and that’s impor-
tant to me. It is very impor-
tant to me having community 

outreach with the library.”
Her priority for community 

outreach is evident through 
the expansion of youth activi-
ties, like the teen book club 
and teen movie gatherings. 

JIM STEVENS | THE SPRINGTOWN EPIGRAPH

Springtown Public Library Director Andie D’Avignon breathes in a sigh of relief for not having to make a speech at the Springtown Area Chamber of Commerce awards gala. 
D’Avignon was presented with the City of Springtown Extra Mile Award by City Administrator David Miller. 

D’Avignon attributed the 
award to the support she gets 
from her co-workers and li-
brary patrons. 

“I wouldn’t be able to do 
the things I do without the 

support of everyone in the 
city, both patrons and every-
one that works for the city,” 
she said. “They’re amazing, 
including all of the people up 
at the library with me.”

Springtown Chamber of Commerce Awards
BUSINESS OF THE YEAR: Covered Bridge Venue

ORGANIZATION OF THE YEAR: Parker County Center of Hope

EXTRA MILE AWARD: Springtown Public Library Director Andie D’Avignon

CITY OF SPRINGTOWN’S PUBLIC SAFETY EMPLOYEE OF THE YEAR: Cpl. Victoria Thomas

JUDY SMERUD SPIRIT OF SPRINGTOWN AWARD: Andrew Alvis

SPRINGTOWN CHAMBER MEMBERS OF THE YEAR: Dene Berry, Bill Hughes
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By Balance Expert Dr. Robert Moss

Do you feel guilty that your spouse is forced to be with you all the time 
because of your dizziness/loss of balance?

Do you feel that your dizziness/loss of balance is always there no matter 
what you do?

Do you feel that you are handicapped by your dizziness/loss of balance?

Does your spouse stay with you in the shower so that you do not fall?

If you answer yes to any of these questions, please read further…

CDC Reports: Household Falls Are The 

Leading Cause of Injuries In Seniors

If you have ever seen the Life Alert commercials, then you will immediately have a picture 

in your mind of an elderly lady laying on the floor desperately trying to get up only to 

discover she is not able to. Whether she is just weak, has broken a hip or caused some 

other serious injury this image of helplessness is constantly on the mind of our elderly 

patients.

Working with seniors over many years it has become apparent that the greatest common 
fear is the fear of falling and not being able to get back up. This is not unreasonable as 
1/3 of all adults over 65 will fall this year and each fall is potentially life changing.

Falling should not be your lifestyle
Falls often lead to hospitalizations, serious injury or the need for assisted living of some 
sort. In the most severe cases a fall can lead to death.  If the fall, injury, and hospitalization 
isn’t bad enough, frequent falls lead to loss of independence, limits in your daily activities, 
and increase your reliance on friends and family members to complete basic everyday 
tasks. 

With the right information and the right guidance many falls can be prevented, keeping 

you out of the hospital and Nursing Homes. Here is what one of my patients had to say: 

Attention Men and Women over 65 years old…

Do You Want To Learn How To Stay 
Out Of Nursing Homes FOREVER?

WITHOUT RISKING YOUR HEALTH, 
SAFETY, OR INDEPENDENCE?

By Local Health 
Expert Dr. Robert 

Moss PT, ScD, 
OCS, FAAOMPT

If you are embarrassed or reluctant to use a 
cane or walker because it makes you “look old” 
or  if you feel like a burden to those around you 
because you need to hold on to someone when 

you walk or ask them to run your errands…

MOSS Rehabilitation Center has prepared a 
FREE Report for you “The Top 8 Secrets To 
Improve Your Balance And Prevent Falls”. 

817-220-MOSS (6677) 
to request the FREE Report 

OR if you want the report right now, please visit 

www.springtownphysicaltherapy.
com/balance-report 

and you can download it instantly.

SCAN QR CODE WITH YOUR SMARTPHONE 
TO DOWNLOAD THE FREE REPORT

When I came to Moss, I had trouble walking due to no 
balance. I was not able to get in and out of a car, I was 
not able to do my activities. After my therapy I am able 
to walk and continue with my shopping and light house 
work. I can do this all un-assisted thanks to my therapy. 
Evelyn Tinney

www.mytacotime.com

Centerpoint Kwik Stop • 11652 FM 730 N 
817-444-3947

730 South Kwik Stop • 12555 FM 730 S 
817-270-5430

Boyd Kwik Stop • 213 E. Rock Island Ave. 
940-433-2466

Springtown Kwik Stop • 432 TX-199 
817-523-4422

Springtown Kwik Stop #2 • 529 N Main St. 
817-523-2888

Bridgeport Kwik Stop • 1206 Hovey St. 
940-683-4190

Thank You For Voting!
Taco Time: Best Tacos

Kwik Stop: Best Convenience Store

Taco Plate
Plate Comes w/Rice, 
Beans & 24 oz Drink

Chicken
SINGLE 2.29
PLATE 9.99
 Beef
SINGLE 2.29
PLATE 9.99

BURGERS
Hamburger 4.99 

7.99 Meal  
Cheeseburger 4.99  

7.99 Meal 

Plate MenuPlate Menu ALL PLATES COME WITH A 24 oz. DRINK

TORTA PLATE
Rice & Beans or Fries

9.99
 TORTA

6.99

GORDITA PLATE
w/Rice & Beans 

9.99
GORDITA

3.49

QUESADILLA PLATE

w/Rice & Beans 

8.99
QUESADILLA

5.99

TOSTADA PLATE
w/Rice & Beans 

9.99
 TOSTADA 

3.49

SOPES PLATE
w/Rice & Beans 

9.99
SOPES

3.49

COMBO PLATE
w/1 tostada, 1 taco 

& 1 bean burrito

9.99

TAMALES AVAILABLE ALL LOCATIONS • PRICES MAY VARY

BEAN BURRITO 1.89 

Bean & cheese

COMBO BURRITO 3.29 

Meat, Cheese & Beans

REGULAR BURRITO 3.29 
Meat, Cheese & Pico de Gallo

SUPER BURRITO 4.49 
Meat, Cheese, Lettuce, 
Pico de Gallo, Sour Cream 
& Sauteed Onions

EL GORDO BURRITO 6.99 
Meat, Rice, Beans, Lettuce, Cilantro, 
Cheese, Sour Cream & Sauteed 
Onions, Pico de Gallo

Burrito SpecialBurrito Special

Choice of Meat:

BEEF

CHICKEN

BARBACOA

AL-PASTOR

CHICHARRON

CARNITAS

CALL IN YOUR ORDER TODAY!CALL IN YOUR ORDER TODAY!

FISH BASKET

2 pcs. Fish, Fries, 

Texas Toast, 

24 oz Drink

9.99
FISH TACO 

PLATE

9.99
NACHOS
Regular 4.99 

Super 7.99

Family 
Specials

12 TACOS 

1 Pint Of Rice & 
1 Pint Of Beans 

27.99

10 TACOS 
SPECIAL

19.99

Biscuits
Chicken Biscuit 1.89 • Sausage 1.89 
Bacon 1.89 • Sausage & Egg 2.39 
Sausage & Cheese 2.39
Sausage, Egg & Cheese 2.99
Sausage, Egg, Cheese & Bacon 3.29

229999Breakfast Burritos
Sausage, Egg & Cheese

Bacon, Egg & Cheese

Chorizo, Potato & Egg

Potato, Egg & Cheese

Amy Kaplan ChFC CLU, Agent

813 E. Hwy 199, Springtown, TX 76082 817-220-5222

amy@amykaplaninsurance.com

It can be hard to picture, but retirement is closer 

than it seems. So do your future self a favor and 

start planning now. A little today can add up to a lot 

tomorrow. Call me to get started.

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®

State Farm, Bloomington IL 2001630

Start small, RETIRE big J & E Air Conditioning
& Heating Inc.

817-220-4506FOR IMMEDIATE 
SERVICE, CALL: 

Licensed & Insured in the State of Texas:

TX Lic.# TACLA01475E

Check us out on:

1825 W Highway 199 
Springtown, TX 76082

SHS alumna 
recognized as 
Public Safety 
Employee of the Year

MADELYN EDWARDS

madelyn@azlenews.net 

The Springtown Area 
Chamber of Commerce rec-
ognized Cpl. Victoria Thomas 
as the city of Springtown’s 
Public Safety Employee of the 
Year at the annual awards 
gala and silent auction on 
March 3. 

This award is voted 
on by all employees of 
the Springtown Police 
Department, Springtown 
Administrative Services 
Director Christina Derr said. 

Victoria Thomas 
started her career with 
the Springtown Police 
Department as a telecom-
munications officer in 2017 
after she graduated from 
Springtown High School, City 
Administrator David Miller 
said at the chamber gala. 

Thomas left the depart-
ment in 2020 to attend the 
police academy, and after she 

graduated from the acad-
emy, she started working 
at the Hudson Oaks Police 
Department as a patrol offi-
cer, Miller said. 

Thomas returned to 
the Springtown Police 
Department as a school re-
source officer in September 
2021. Earlier this year, she 
returned to being a patrol 
officer and was promoted to 
corporal in February, Miller 
said. She currently lives in 
Springtown with her husband 
who is also a peace officer.

“Cpl. Thomas is known by 
her co-workers and the public 
to be a dedicated officer who 
is always willing to go above 
and beyond to provide an 
excellent level of service to 
her community,” Miller said. 
“Cpl. Thomas can be relied 
upon to assist her agency 
with any need when asked 
and is an asset to the depart-
ment and the community as 
a whole.”

JIM STEVENS | THE SPRINGTOWN EPIGRAPH

Cpl. Victoria Thomas poses for a picture with Springtown City Administrator David Miller at the Springtown Area Chamber of Commerce’s 
annual awards gala. Thomas won City of Springtown Public Safety Employee of the Year. 
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All Insurance Accepted 
Mon thru Fri 8:00 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. • Closed Sat & Sun

817-221-3900 • 2309 Hwy. 199 E. Springtown

Congratulations to the winners and nominees of the Chamber Awards! 

Proud member of the Springtown Area Chamber of CommerceDAILY LUNCH SPECIALS 
Open 6 am - 3 pm 7 Days A Week

BREAKFAST SERVED ALL DAY
TAKE OUT ORDERS WELCOME

401 Hwy. 199 W. Springtown

817-220-7915

Howell’s Western Cafe

Home

Cooked

Meals!

DR. DUSTIN FIELDS
729 Boyd Rd • Azle • 817-444-3289

HOURS: M-F 8-5:30, Closed for Lunch 12-1:30 • Sat 8:00-12

care for feline and canine

133 E. 1st St.• Springtown

817-220-5570

New Hours Mon-Fri 10-6 • Sat 10-2 • Sun Closed

Stop at Highland Furniture for all your furniture needs. 
Don’t see what you want? We can get it just ask! 

Free Lay-A-Way and No Credit Needed Financing

500 N. Main Street, Springtown, TX 76082 • 817-220-5229

Regular Scheduled Activities
Sunday Morning Bible Study 9:30 am

Morning Worship 10:50 am
Evening Worship 6:00 pm

Wednesday Night Family Programs 
5:00 pm - 7:30 pm

www.firstbaptistspringtown.com

www.edwardjones.com

12 years ago, I opened my office in Springtown. 
Through the years, I’ve met many of you and built 
long-term relationships. My primary focus has al-
ways been to better understand why you invest and 
to recommend specific solutions that can help you 
reach your financial goals.
Thank you for letting me serve you and your family 
for the past 12 years. I look forward to working with 
you in the future.
To learn how Edward Jones and I can help you 

reach your financial goals, call me today.

12 Years of Service 
in The Community.

Thank You.

Carolyn Rocha, CFP, AAMS® 

Financial Advisor
825 E. Hwy 199, Suite 101 

Springtown, Texas 76082
817-523-3196

Member SIPC

springtown-epigraph.net

@springtownepi

CHAMBER MEMBERS OF THE YEAR

Two local stalwarts tie for award
JEFF PRINCE

jeff@azlenews.net

KAYLEE PIPPINS

azlereporter@azlenews.net

Dene Berry has sold ev-
erything from “lipstick to 
whiskey” and knows plenty 
about public relations, and 
Bill Hughes owns and oper-
ates a local air conditioning 
company and impresses peo-
ple regularly with his strong 
work ethic.

Say hello to this year’s 
co-winners of the Chamber 
Member of the Year. 

Chamber banquet host 
Mike Kelley laughed when 
recalling how Berry described 
her lipstick-to-whiskey sales 
experience.

“That’s a pretty good spec-
trum,” he said.

Kelley described Berry as a 
“terrific ambassador for the 
chamber” and an important 
board member.

“She has great insight,” he 
said. “We are very happy that 
she is a member of the cham-
ber, and we are happy to hon-
or her as one of our chamber 
members of the year.”

Kelley recalled how 
Hughes, who services heating 

COURTESY PHOTO

Dene Berry was named co-recipient of the 2023 Springtown Area Chamber of Commerce Member of the Year Award.PLEASE SEE MEMBERS | C5
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From our family to yours, 
it’s an honor to receive 
this recognition! 

Thank you to the community 
and those who voted us...

BEST TRASH 
SERVICE 
IN PARKER 
COUNTY 2022!

ATEXATEX  TRASH SERVICETRASH SERVICE

P.O.Box 528 Azle, TX 76098

Tim Green 817-344-8464 
Billy Green 817-939-7545

atextrash.com

We Support Our 
Springtown Chamber

GROCERY STORE 
WINE • BAKERY • SUSHI 

PHARMACY

501 Hwy 199 
Springtown 
817-220-1177

HOME • AUTO • FARM • LIFE

Protecting Texans, 
Prioritizing customer service

Kaye Burtnett & 

Vanessa Roberson

905 E. Hwy. 199 Springtown, TX 76082

502 E. Hwy. 199 
Springtown

817-523-0009

To our Chamber Staff, Volunteers & 
Members for another great year! 

We appreciate you more than we can

EXPRESS!

SUPPLIES
• Structural Steel • Panels 

• Pipe • Wire • Square Tubing 

METAL FABRICATION
• Gates • Fencing 

• Trailer Repair

WELDING SUPPLIES

QUINN SHAW: 817-781-0732

OFFICE: 817-755-7017

522 POJO RD., SPRINGTOWN

  DOUBLE DEAL
Any Combo 2 Medium Original™ 

Pizzas (2 topping) or 
Any 2 Medium Signature Pizzas

Original™ Sticky Fingers Pizza

WAAM USE THIS CODE WHEN ORDERING ONLINE

$2198
This coupon is not valid with any third-party delivery service. 
Multiple offers/coupons allowed per order. Only one offer/cou-
pon per item. Offer good at participating stores only. Delivery 
minimum & charge may apply. Customer responsible for all ap-
plicable taxes. Expires 5/30/22.

SPRINGTOWN 417 E. Hwy 199 #7 • 817-523-2255

Order Online at:

WALNUT CREEK
SPECIAL UTILITIES DISTRICT

Help conserve our 
drinking water

Proud to be a member 
of the Springtown 

Chamber of Commerce

1155 Hwy. 199 West 
SPRINGTOWN 

817-523-4463

CLEANERS 

and LAUNDRY

• Dry Cleaning
•  Laundry
•  Alterations
•  Draperies
•  Comforters
•  Bridal Gowns
•   Leather & Boot Repair
•   Wash & Fold

TEACHER DISCOUNT 

20% DRY CLEANING WITH ID CARD

489 Hwy 199 West •  817-220-2499
Brookshire Shopping Center, Springtown 

Mon - Fri 5 AM - 7 PM • Sat 8 AM - 2 PM

HOPWOOD’S
Tax Service & More

402 S. Ash & Hwy. 199 W. 1 block west of Hwy. 51 

817-220-7200

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED

Donna Hopwood, EA, & Debi Matthews, AFSP

Call for Current Hours • After hours available by appointment

• All Type of Income Taxes

•  Small Business Bookkeeping

• W2’s & 1099 Preparation

• Quarterly Taxes

• Notary 

•  18 years in Springtown

NEW 

FILING 

DEADLINE 

APRIL 

18, 2023

and air conditioning units, 
saved his hide one summer. 
Kelley’s unit had gone kaput, 
and he called Hughes’ J&E Air 
Conditioning in Springtown.

“I knew immediately I could 
count on Bill because I had 
been involved in the cham-
ber, and I knew about Bill’s 
work ethic and what a stand-
up guy he is,” Kelley said. “He 
helps the chamber on a mo-
ment’s notice, and I was for-
tunate enough that he helped 
me on a moment’s notice.”

Hughes moved to 
Springtown in 1989 and 
began working for J&E. He 
bought the business in 2000 
and now employs six people.

Hughes raised his family 
here with wife Janice Hughes, 
a retired teacher.

Originally from Oklahoma, 
Berry moved to Springtown 

17 years ago.
“Years ago, when I married 

Dan Berry, I didn’t know a 
soul” in Springtown, she said. 
“My sister recently started 
doing our genealogy. Come 
to find out, my great-great 
uncle is buried in Springtown 
Cemetery, the oldest person 
ever buried there at 114 years 
old. So, Springtown, if gene-
alogy and DNA holds true, 
you’ve got another 30 or 40 
years of me.”

Berry has extensive ex-
perience in local business. 
Previously, she worked as the 
office manager in Dallas and 
has had real estate licenses 
in Texas and Colorado. In 
Springtown, Berry worked 
with Still Waters Retreat 
Texas for eight years and is 
currently working in sales 
and marketing for RnR Event 
Center. 

Hughes thanked the crowd 
for “letting me be a part of 
the chamber and a part of 
Springtown.”

JIM STEVENS  | SPRINGTOWN EPIGRAPH

At left, Bill Hughes was a co-winner of 2023 Springtown Area Chamber of Commerce Member of the Year.

MEMBERS
FROM PAGE C4

“He helps the chamber on a moment’s notice, 
and I was fortunate enough that he helped me 
on a moment’s notice.”

- MIKE KELLEY

Superintendent, Springtown ISD
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Voted Best BBQ 
in Parker County!

Order Online:
www.WoodyCreekBBQ.com

17 Years On the 

Square in Springtown

12 Years In Fort Worth 

next to Ridgmar Mall

Alcohol coming soon!

Thank you Springtown Chamber of Commerce for Another Great Year!

Larry Murphy, DDS
Welcoming 
new patients!
•   Partnering with 

specialist to offer 
removal and 
replacement of teeth 
in one day.

•   Offering preventative, 
restorative and 
cosmetic dentistry 
including full mouth 
implants as well as 
multiple and single 
implants, so you 
never leave the office 
without permanently 
placed teeth.

129 East 1st St., North Side of Square, Springtown

817-523-4648

(817) 220-0033 • 311 E. Hwy. 199 Springtown

ORDER ONLINE 24/7: 
www.SpringtownFlowerShop.com

 CUSTOM FLOWER DESIGN

NOW CARRYING SPECIALTY GIFTS

MYRA BAGS • FREDERICKSBURG FARMS
CANDLES, JELLIES, SAUCES AND MORE

YOUR LOCAL  
FULL-SERVICE  

FLORIST 

Local & Worldwide 

Deliveries

FLOWERS & 
GIFTS FOR ALL 

OCCASIONS

FULL GIFT 
SHOP 

Home Decor 

Special Occasion 

Wedding Services

Agency, Inc.

Katie Thomas Escrow Officer/Branch Manager

224 W. Main St. • 817-270-0948 • Fax 817-270-0543

Email: kthomas@fntazle.com

Attorneys: Rector and Eargle, LLP

Congratulations Springtown Area Chamber of  Commerce on another great year!

119 Industrial Ave. Next to Dollar General

817-444-2222
418 E Hwy 199 • Springtown

817-220-2101

GET QUOTES
SuttonPrinting@aol.com

Digital & Gloss Full Color Business Cards
Gloss Full • Color Post Cards • Yard Signs

Full Color Banners • Copy Paper

Digital Business 
Cards 250250
$$29299999ONLY

Local Delivery • Metro Delivery • UPS

We fix everything!
817-968-7867

3056 W. Hwy 199 (1.8 miles west of Pojo Road)

SPRINGTOWN

CARS, TRUCKS, SEMIS, EQUIPMENT, RVS, 
GENERATORS AND MUCH MORE!

Diagnosis • Oil Changes • Brakes 
Turbos • Overhauls • Suspension • Steering 

Injectors • Fuel Systems • Head Gaskets 
Transmissions • Heavy Engine • Cores!

DISCOUNTS
All Military, Senior Citizens 

& First Responders

TEXAS 
Diesel & Auto

Spirit of Springtown 
awarded to 
Andrew Alvis
KAYLEE PIPPINS

azlereporter@azlenews.net

At the 2023 Springtown 
Area Chamber of Commerce 
Gala, and following thun-
derous applause from the 
audience, Andrew Alvis was 
honored as the Judy Smerud 
Spirit of Springtown award 
recipient on March 3, 2023.

A true homegrown 
Porcupine, Andrew Alvis has 
lived in Springtown for most 
of his life. A Springtown High 
School alum, Alvis lived in 
Fort Worth for about year be-
fore returning to Springtown.

Over the years, Alvis has 
worked in various positions: 
buffing and washing cars, 
loading feed at the feed store, 
overseeing a warehouse, and 

driving a school bus. There 
is one thing that all these 
jobs have in common—help-
ing Springtown thrive. Alvis 
found it most rewarding to 
serve the people of his com-
munity which led him to 
Legacy Church.

Alvis has served a few 
churches, but currently 
serves as Associate Pastor at 
Legacy Church in Springtown. 
Alvis and his wife, Kourtlynn, 
have been with Legacy 
Church for more than seven 
years. 

Announcer Mike Kelley, 
who was previously 
Andrew’s principal in 
Springtown ISD, said, “He is 
constantly available to help 
the chamber…he loves his 
community and is a terrific 

example for young people 
and adults alike.”

Alvis currently serves the 
Springtown Area Chamber 
of Commerce on the Board 
of Directors and volunteers 
at chamber events like lun-
cheons and Wild West Fest.

“There are so many other 
people that could be in this 
position,” Alvis said after be-
ing awarded. “This award to 
me is not something you win, 
it is something you earn.”

Alvis continued, “My great-
est ambition is not to make a 
name for myself, but to make 
a difference in the world 
around me. That’s what this 
(award) means to me that 
somehow, some way, for 
someone I have made some 
sort of difference.”

JIM STEVENS | SPRINGTOWN EPIGRAPH

Legacy Church Associate Pastor and Chamber Board of Directors member Andrew Alvis was honored as 
the 2023 Judy Smerud Spirit of Springtown award recipient.

YOUR SOURCE FOR LOCAL NEWS

Clip and mail with check to:
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237 W. Main St. • Azle • 817-444-2170

Hours:  Mon. 9 AM - 12 PM & 2 PM -  6 PM 
Tues. 9 AM - 12 PM & 2 PM - 5 PM 

Wed. 9 AM - 12 PM & 2 PM - 7 PM 

Thurs. 9 AM - 12 PM & 2 PM - 6 PM • Fri. 8 AM - 1 PM

www.bracechiropractic.com

CHIROPRACTIC
& WELLNESS CENTER, L.L.C.

BRACE

Dr. Matt 
Mishio, D.C.

Accepting All Major Insurance & 
Medicare In Network with

Blue Cross/Blue Shield PHCS, 
Aetna and United Healthcare

Chiropractic Care Can Treat:
Headaches • Pediatrics • Personal Injury • Asthma • Common Cold • Backaches

Dr. Jessica Brace, 
D.C., C.C.S.P.

Dr. Matt 
Mishio and 

Dr. Jessica Brace

Did you know? Massage Therapy may be 
covered by your Insurance. Call for Details.

SALES & INSTALLATION
Honesty & Quality Are Our Best Reference! Family Owned & Operated

12 Months No Interest Financing Available W.A.C.

Wood • Tile • Vinyl Plank • Carpet • Shower

Open Mon.-Fri. 8:30 AM - 5 PM Sat. 9 AM - 2 PM

www.springtownfloors.com • SpringtownFloors@yahoo.com

2597 W. Hwy 199, 
Springtown 

817-668-6363

Professional business Portraits

Commercial Photography 

Drone Photography • Family portraits

713-725-5620
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Rick Dauenhauer, third from right, accepts the Business of the Year Award with friends and supporters.

Covered Bridge Venue 
opened in 2020 but has “been 
a plan for longer than that - a 
dream, for longer than that,” 
he said.

The first event held at the 
venue was a wedding that 
Kelley attended.

“It was a terrific wedding,” 
he said. “It’s a terrific venue. 
Great view. You can see 
Porcupine Stadium from the 
back. It’s a great place.”

The venue holds about 400 
people.

The Dauenhauers have 
spent many years in the area, 
oversee a magnificent event 
space and earned the award, 
Kelly said.

“They’ve shared this facil-
ity with the school district, 
with the chamber, lots of 
community events,” he said. 
“It’s been a great addition to 
the Springtown community 
and brought a lot of people 
out that might not have ever 
known what was going on 
west of town.”

Chantal Dauenhauer was 
out of town watching daugh-
ter Brinklee play at a volley-
ball tournament and couldn’t 
attend the award ceremony. 
Rick Dauenhauer accepted 
the award and thanked sup-
porters and mentors.

“This is great,” he said. 
“Our family homesteaded 
here, and I was born and 

raised and grown up here.”
He worked in construction 

and started his first business 
in Springtown in 1999.

“It’s always just been a 
neighborly, friendly commu-

nity,” he said. “It was because 
of the community that sup-
ported me and allowed me to 
flourish and to grow.”

He thanked a long list of lo-
cals who helped him and his 

BUSINESS
FROM PAGE C1

wife establish such a grand 
event center for the people of 
Springtown.

“It’s a pretty building, but 
without these great people, it 
couldn’t be what it is today,” 

he said. “I want to thank the 
community for allowing this 
to be possible. It’s my hope 
and prayer that as our once 
tiny community grows, we 
don’t lose what is so special 

about it that truly impacts 
lives.”

For more information 
about Covered Bridge Venue, 
visit the website: www.cov-
eredbridgevenue.com.

utilities as well as medical, 
dental and counseling needs. 

“In Parker County, this or-
ganization has been serving 
for a very long time, and it’s 
made an incredible impact,” 
Kelley said. “Their reach is 
very significant.”

In addition, Springtown 
residents participated in 
250 class sessions and more 
than 1,400 life coaching and 

advising appointments pro-
vided by Center of Hope. 

“The Center of Hope’s vi-
sion is to instill hope in the 
community by exemplify-
ing God’s expectations ex-
pressed in Micah 6:8, ‘to do 
justice, love kindness and 
walk humbly with your God,” 
Kelley said.

Center of Hope Chief 
Executive Officer Staci 
Markwardt accepted the 
award with other staffers 
at the gala. In her speech, 
Markwardt recognized 

the staff members at the 
Springtown location, Texas 
Health resources and the 
Springtown community. 

“Springtown has good peo-
ple who really want to be the 
hands and feet of Christ,” 
Markwardt said. “We can’t 
do it without you, so thank 
you to the churches and the 
businesses and the donors 
and our partners and our 
volunteers who all make this 
possible.”

NONPROFIT
FROM PAGE C1
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You’re invited to join us!

sERVICES & tIMES
Sundays 10:00 AM

Wednesdays 

Legacy Kids 7-8:15 PM 

Legacy Youth 7-8:15 PM 

Legacy Groups 7-8:15 PM

3591 E. Hwy 199
SPRINGTOWN

817-221-2983

324 Hwy. 199 E., Springtown • 817-523-3151

10th Oil Change FREE!

The LUBE CENTER
Our Customer Service Makes the Difference.

Open Mon - Fri 8am - 6pm Sat - 8am - 2pm Sun - Closed

• 10 Minute Oil Change

• State Inspection

• Fuel Injection Service

• Diesel Oil & Oil Filters

•  All Brands of Oil Available

•  Experienced Lube Technicians

THE OFFICIAL LUBE CENTER OF THE FIGHTING PORCUPINES

What happens when water 
wells get too crowded.

Office: 817-523-5200 
www.uppertrinitygcd.com

Make the decision today to protect your 

well’s spacing from new wells. Register 

your existing well with the Upper Trinity 

Groundwater Conservation District!

•  Registering an exempt well is 

voluntary and FREE

•  Participate in groundwater 

level study

•  Test your water for contaminants

• And More!

Springtown Chamber Banquet

JIM STEVENS | SPRINGTOWN EPIGRAPH

Attendees at the Springtown Chamber of Commerce annual banquet stood during the playing of the National Anthem with their hands over their hearts.


