PHOTO METRO CREATIVE SERVICES

Go cart racing can be fun for the whole family.

Experiential gifts for kids

The popularity of expe-
riential gifts is undeniable.
In its 2021 Winter Holiday
Shopping Report, the market
research firm Mintel revealed
that nearly half of individuals
surveyed for the report felt
that experiential gifts are su-
perior to tangible items. Such
preferences are something
holiday shoppers can keep in
mind as they pursue the per-
fect gift for their loved ones.

Experiential gifts are often
associated with adults and
their bucket lists, but kids have
much to gain from being gifted
experiences as well. In addi-
tion to the lasting memories
inspired by experiential gifts,
such offerings also get kids up
and out of the house. Parents
recognize that’s not always so
easy in the digital age.

Though children likely
don’t have a bucket list that
can make it easy for holiday
shoppers to find the perfect
experiential gift, the follow-
ing are a number of experi-
ences that kids of all ages can
enjoy.

- A day at the zoo

- A trip to a trampoline park
or bouncy house facility

- Tickets to a sporting event,
concert or live show

- Music lessons

- A paint and sip (juice) event
with one or both parents

- Cooking lessons

- A day at a nearby national
park

- A camping trip

- Horseback riding lessons

- A day at a nearby amuse-
ment park

- A day atalocal arcade
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- A day at alocal museum
with interactive exhibits

- A helicopter ride

- Art lessons

- A day on the ski slopes

- A day on the beach

- Gymnastics lessons/classes

- A day at the local bowling
alley with friends

- Ice skating lessons

- Around of mini golf

- Jewelry-making lessons/
classes

- A fishing trip on a nearby
body of water
There’s no shortage of ex-

periences that can benefit

children’s lives. That’s some-

thing holiday shoppers can

keep in mind as they shop for

the perfect gifts for young-

sters on their shopping list

this December.
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Instead of material gifts, try tickets to the zoo.

12 MONTHS

No Interest, No Payments

18 MONTHS

Zero % Interest Deferred

120 MONTHS

9.99% Interest

Min. *3000 Max *100,000

See store for details.

Offering the most extensive local flooring options!
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Natural Stone

Glass Tile

Free
Estimates
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Holiday cookies the
whole family will love

STAFF WRITER

Many people enjoy baking
come the holiday season, and
perhaps no dish is more syn-
onymous with holiday baking
than cookies. Children leave
cookies out for Santa Claus
on Christmas Eve, while
adults may indulge and enjoy
an extra cookie or two at fam-
ily gatherings or holiday of-
fice parties.

Cookies come in all shapes
and sizes, so bakers have
an array of options at their
disposal when planning their
holiday menus. Chocolate
chip cookies may be among
the most popular types of
cookies, and bakers who
want to capitalize on that
popularity while giving loved
ones something a little dif-
ferent may want to try the
following recipe for ‘Double
Chocolate Chip Cookies’ from
Maxine Clark’s ‘Chocolate:
Deliciously Indulgent
Recipes for Chocolate Lovers’
(Ryland, Peters & Small).

Preheat the oven to 350 F.

Using an electric mixer,
cream the butter and sugars
together until pale and fluffy.
Beat in the egg and vanilla
essence.

Sift the flour with the cocoa

and salt in a small bowl. Fold
into the egg mixture with the
chocolate chips.

Place 4 heaping table-
spoonsfuls of the mixture on
the prepared baking sheet,
spacing them well apart.
Press down and spread out to
about %-inch thick with the
back of a wet spoon or with

dampened fingers (you may
like to scatter some more
chocolate chips over the top).
Bake for 10 to 12 minutes. Let
cool on the baking sheet for

1 minute, then transfer to a
wire rack. When cool, store in
an airtight container. Repeat
with the remaining mixture.

DOUBLE CHOCOLATE CHIP COOKIES
Makes about 12 large cookies

5 tablespoons unsalted butter, softened
5 tablespoons granulated sugar
5 tablespoons light brown sugar, sifted

1large egg, beaten

Y teaspoon pure vanilla essence or

chocolate extract (see note)

1 cup plus 2 tablespoons self-rising flour
3 tablespoons unsweetened cocoa

Ya teaspoon salt

2/3 cup (or more) dark and white (or milk) chocolate chips

(or roughly chopped chocolate)
A heavy, nonstick baking sheet

Tips to prepare to
host holiday guests

They’re back! Family,
friends and acquaintances
are once again taking up
residence on cots and fold-
out sofas across the coun-
try as loved ones gather to
celebrate the holiday season.
That’s welcome news nearly
three years after a pandemic
first restricted such gath-
erings. But hosts must ask
themselves: Am I ready to
host house guests?

Travel is a big compo-
nent of the holiday season.
According to a 2021 survey
by The Vacationer, a travel
tip and vacation guide, nearly
63 percent of Americans age
18 or older planned to travel
for at least one holiday in
2021, with most traveling in
December. That marked a
37 percent increase in travel
from a year prior. Holiday
travel for 2022 may be even
higher as families adapt to
life during the pandemic.

As individuals get ready to
host holiday guests, here are
some strategies to maximize
space and make guests feel
comfortable.

- Discuss plans in advance.

Every traveler is different.
Some people thrive on mak-
ing lists and following itiner-
aries. Others fly by the seat
of their pants. It’s reasonable
to ask potential house guests
how they envision their visit,
including if they plan to stay
long and if it will include
sleeping over. This way you
can make accommodations
accordingly, particularly if
guests request to borrow a
vehicle or want to see the
sights.

- Create some extra pri-
vacy. While some homes
are equipped to handle
guests comfortably, smaller
homes may not be equipped
with such luxuries. Folding
screens can be used to cre-
ate a barrier and add some
privacy in open spaces where
guests will be staying.

- Stash away travel sam-
ples. Travel-sized soaps,
shampoos and lotions can
make guests feel more wel-
come. Stock up at the grocery
store or pharmacy and leave
them in the room where
guests will be staying.

- Stock up on new linens.

Treat guests to fresh fluffy
towels and new bed linens,
especially if it’s been awhile
since you have restocked
these items.

- Ask about food prefer-
ences. Your guests may not
want to munch on kale chips
and tofu hot dogs apart from
the holiday meal. Don’t push
your food restrictions on
others. Ask guests what they
typically eat and then fill
the pantry and refrigerator
with some of the items they
mention. When guests need
snacks, they’ll have familiar
foods on hand.

- Be mindful of bedtimes.
Consider guests’ preferences
about bedtimes. While you
may be a night owl, some
guests may hit the hay much
earlier, particularly older
relatives or those with young
children. If need be, make an
effort to be quiet when kids or
early birds are staying over.

Hosting for the holidays
requires a little creativity and
flexibility. All that effort is
well worth it when loved ones
have a good time during their
stay.
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December 4th, 6:00 pm

Instrumentalist Christmas Celebration

December 10th & 11th, 7:00 pm
Celebrate Christmas Choir/Drama Presentation

December 18th, 6:00 pm
Cards & Candles Service

December 25th, 10:00 am
Family Christmas Service

January 1st, 10:00 am
Family New Year’s Service

A SAVIOUR First Baptist Church
500 N. MAIN STREET « SPRINGTOWN
Pastor: Dr. Hal Kinkeade

Check our website for upcoming holiday activities

FirstBaptistSpringtown.com

Metro 817-220-5229
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SALES & INSTALLATION

Honesty & Quality Are Our Best Reference!
Family Owned & Operated

Wood e Tile ¢ Vinyl Plank ¢ Carpet ® Shower
12 Months No Interest Financing Available W.A.C.

2597 W. Hwy 199, Springtown
817-668-6363

Open Mon.-Fri. 8:30 am - 5 pm Sat. 9 am - 2 pm

www.springtownfloors.com
SpringtownFloors@yahoo.com
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Gifts for people who love the great outdoors

Certain people feel right at
home in the great outdoors.
With the sun on their faces
and the wind in their hair,
rock scramblers and kaya-
king buffs simply can’t get
enough of being outside in
the elements.

Outdoor enthusiasts need
reliable gear to make their
experiences that much more
enjoyable. Brandon Gaille
Small Business & Marketing
Advice reports that $230.6
billion was spent worldwide
on sportswear and outdoor
apparel in 2021. However,
there’s always room to im-
prove on adventures large
and small, and holiday shop-
pers can keep these items in
mind as they look for items

- Plasma lighter: A plasma
lighter can start fires in con-
ditions that aren’t conducive
to other fire-starting mea-
sures. Plasma lighters are wa-
ter- and wind-resistant and
work in nearly all weather
conditions. Saberlight even
makes a rechargeable option
with USB charging cable.

- Lantern: Outside maga-
zine recently named the
BioLite AlpenGlow 250 as its
new favorite road trip item.
It can be used in a variety of
settings, including inside a
tent or at a hunting cabin,
and produces customizable
illumination.

- Backpack cooler: Yeti is
known as a leader in cool-
ers, and the Yeti Hopper

for their favorite nature lover
this season.

Backflip Soft Cooler makes
carrying food and beverages

even more convenient. This
product is a backpack and

a cooler, so it’s a hands-free
and portable option when out
in nature.

- Hiking socks: Keeping
feet cool and comfortable
is essential on hiking trips.
Injinji socks are made from
CoolMax fibers that help pro-
vide a blister-free wilderness
experience designed to mini-
mize friction.

- Waterproof backpack:
Whether a loved one spends
time in or near the water or
just wants to safeguard his or
her belongings in inclement
weather, a waterproof back-
pack is the ideal outdoor gift.
It’s easy to clean and keeps
items inside dry. IDRYBAG
Waterproof Backpack is one
to consider.

- Lightweight sleeping
bag: Maybe someone’s sleep-

ing gear needs an overhaul?
Enlightened Equipment of-
fers an 850-fill, zero-degree
sleeping bag that is warm,
but only weighs 1.5 pounds.
That helps free up space and
lessens hikers’ loads when
carrying gear on the trail.

- Power bank/solar char-
ger: Many people can’t live
without their devices, even
when out in the great out-
doors. Since you can’t plug a
phone into a tree, a portable
solar charger and power bank
is key. The BioLite SolarPanel
5+ comes with its own built-
in battery, so a person can
capture the sun’s rays during
the day and save some power
reserves for charging after
sunset.

These are just a few of the
innovative items that can ap-
peal to outdoor enthusiasts
on your holiday shopping list.
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FREE [

BEDDING BUNDLE N1 -

(Includes Up To 2 Pillows, Sheet Set, And Mattress Protector) = —

With Any *999+ Nectar® Mattress - ; =

| | Switch Today
and get a FREE
$25 gift card!

Customers who use
Joe Rider Propane SAVE
an average of *250/year!

R AyWs 0 Ca on Salesma SERVING THE AZLE AREA SINCE 1954
FREE SYSTEM CHECK ¢ NO FEES

Call Us At 817-237-3325

JocRider 0

“ PROPANE

321 BW. Main St., Azle - 817-752-2002
499 E. Hwy 199, Springtown « 682-302-9507

OPEN Mon-Fri 10 am - 7 pm Sat 10 am - 6 pm, Sun 11am -5 pm

Swirsentde loctwy!

Springtown
Epigraph

During this busy Holiday Season
Stop by and let us serve you!

¢ Order your Holiday Pies
o Gift Certificates make Great Holiday Gifts

Take out orders 817-220-7915
401 Hwy. 199 West e Springtown

817-270-3340
www.azlenews.net

817-220-7217
springtown-epigraph.net

Sunday 6 am - 10 pMm,
Tues - Wed 6 aMm - 2 pM, Thurs 6 aMm - 10 PMm,
Fri & Sat 6 AM - midnight

AZLE PAINT

Thank you for voting us the best

Paint and Body Shop
“Whene customens send friends.”

233 W. Main ¢ 817-444-5057

Eric Chisholm, Owner
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Holiday gift ideas from Woodcraft for work areas,
project skills and family fun

Give family and friends
who are makers holiday gifts
to bring comfort and effi-
ciency to their work areas,
provide new project chal-
lenges and add some family
fun for good measure. Visit
your local Woodcraft store,
check the Woodcraft catalog
or go online at woodcraft.
com to learn more about the
products described here plus
thousands more.

WORKIN COMFORT AND SAFETY

Bring light to any work area
with the NEBO Bright 6000
Lumen LED Light. No bat-
teries, rewiring or charging
required for this powerful,
energy efficient light that fits
into any standard household
light socket. Adjustable LED
panels can be tilted 90° for
light direction.

The Kreg Mobile Project
Center KWS 1000 is a work-
bench, sawhorse, assembly
table, and clamping station
all in one - a versatile work
space for DIY, repair and
woodworking projects. It is
easy to set up and folds to
6%" thick for storage.

Sharpen circular saw
blades, knives of all kinds,
scissors, gardening shears
and loppers, lawn mower
blades and more indoors or
outside with the M.Power 5N1
Double-Sided Diamond File
with Handle.

Frameless Pyramid Itek
Safety Glasses protect the
wearer’s eyes in applications
and environments where a
full field of vision is ideal, if
not essential.

WOODBURN A GIFT AND MORE

Woodburning, also called
pyrography, involves burning
a pattern into wood or other
material such as leather.

Patterns may then be colored
or otherwise embellished.
Woodburning is an easy way
to add your personal touch
to gifts and ornaments. Learn
how to make ornaments in
this Woodcraft blog: https://
bitly/woodburnornaments.

The Wall Lenk 10-in-1 30
Watt Woodburning Tool and
Accessories make it easy
to begin woodburning and
can also be used for solder-
ing, leather craft, stencil, and
Styrofoam cutting.

Learn the basic woodburn-
ing concepts and tips and
techniques to inspire your
creativity in Learn to Burn by
award-winning artist and py-
rographer Simon Easton.

HANDY HELPERS
FORFINEFINISHING

Gift your favorite finisher
with the Earlex Super Finish
Max Sprayer that has its
450-watt motor built into
the sprayer to create a self-
contained HVLP system. It is
ideal for custom-made furni-
ture, cabinets, trim, spin-
dles, craft projects, and even
fences and walls. It works
with oil- and water-based
finishes. To learn more about
this sprayer, read the blog or
watch this video: https://bit.
ly/SuperFinishMax.

To help reduce overspray,
Wagner Spraytech Spray
Shelters are ideal. Small
shelter (2%’ x 3’ x 3%’) and
medium shelter (4'7” x4’7”
X 5’6”) each have a built-in
floor. Large shelter (6’ x 9’ x
5.5’) has no floor so use of
a drop cloth underneath is
recommended.

The lightweight Elipse
Respirator OV/P100, avail-
able in two sizes, has an ac-
tive carbon filter that makes
it the perfect respirator for

finishers. It is approved for
paint vapors up to 5,000
parts per million, solvents,
and Cyclohexene. It also of-
fers protection against other
dangerous fumes.

For finishing by hand,
Redtree Onyx White China
Bristle Brushes work for
solvent-based coatings, in-
cluding enamels, varnishes,
urethanes, lacquers, and
shellac. Redtree Brush Matey
Synthetic Bristle Brushes
work for water-based
coatings.

Author Teri Masaschi
shows how to choose, use
and apply the perfect finish
in Foolproof Wood Finishing,
Revised Edition. Readers
learn step-by-step as they
work their way through 51
proven and easy-to-follow
finishing exercises.

FUN FAMILY ASSEMBLY
PROJECTS

SawDust Bros. Bird Feeder
and Birdhouse Kits are
perfect family projects to
encourage birds to move
into the neighborhood. Kits
include precut pieces, Cedar
shakes for the roof, window
trim, detailed instructions,
fasteners needed to complete
the birdhouse or feeder, and
in some cases, Plexiglas. Paint
or decorate to suit any style.

PlaySTEAM Rubberband
Aeroplane Science Planes
Biplane and the High Wing
Plane, Low Wing Plane and
Seaplanes are educational
kits that provide the per-
fect outdoor family project.
Children age 14 and older will
learn about aeronautics and
physics as they assemble and
fly a plane using the included

Liner Lock Folder Blade Kit is easy to make. Blade is made of cutlery grade stainless steel.

booklet. Choose wood or man-made knife scales (sold separately) to shape, mount and finish a custom
For those who like knives, ~ handle.
the Camillus Titanium Fulgur ~ Visit your local Woodcraft store or woodcraft.com for more giftideas and products.

Azle Pediatrics

Jennifer Hudman M.D., P.A.

Board Certified Pediatrician e Specializing in the care of Newborn to 21 years.

604 S.E. Parkway Azle, TX
817-270-2320

www.azlepediatrics.com

COLORS OF CHRISTMAS

Holiday Coloring Contest

Picture it merry and then fill it in - do a great job and you could win!

CONTEST RULES

1. Contest open to children ages 2-11.

2. 1st - 3rd prize winners will be awarded in three age groups, 2-4 yrs., 5-7 yrs. and 8-11 yrs.
3. Only newspaper coloring sheet will be eligible for judging. No color copies.
4. All entries must be postmarked or delivered by noon to Azle Pediatrics, 604 S.E. Parkway, Azle,

Texas 76020 on Friday, Dec. 14, 2022
5. All entries become property of Azle Pediatrics.

6. Entries will be judged on neatness, use of color, creativity and overall appearance.

Entries must be received by Friday, Dec. 14, 2022

NAME:

AGE:

ADDRESS:

CITY:

STATE:

GRADE:

ZIP:

SCHOQOL:

PHONE:
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How to navigate potential supply
shortages this holiday season

The COVID-19 pandemic
might not be over, but for
much of the world, its dark-
est days are well in the rear-
view mirror. Despite that
progress, a few lingering
non-medical issues remain,
including supply shortages.

Consumers across the
globe have been forced to
contend with supply short-
ages since the early days of
the pandemic, and that same
issue could cause problems
this holiday season. Holiday
shoppers can consider these
tips as they try to navigate
their way through another
holiday season that could
be affected by global supply
chain issues.

- Shop local. By mid-
spring 2022, the National
Retail Federation indicated
that congestion at ports on
the west coast of the United
States had lessened signifi-
cantly. But the NRF noted that
the same could not be said
for ports on the east coast.
Many big box retailers rely on
imports to fill their shelves,
and that could make it hard
for such sellers to deliver

items in time for the holi-
day season. Shopping local
and buying items directly off
the shelf can ensure no one
is given an 10U this holiday
season.

- Give gift cards. If ship-
ping estimates make it un-
likely that gifts will arrive on
time for the holiday season,
pivot to gift cards. Put the
amount of money you would
have spent on the item on the
card instead. For example, if
an e-reader costs $150, give a
$150 gift card in its place.

- Ship directly to recipi-
ents. It might not offer the
same heartwarming charm
as handing a loved one a
gift in person, but shipping
gifts directly to their recipi-
ents increases the likelihood
that the person will receive
the gift by Chanukah or

Christmas morning. Many on-

line retailers now offer wrap-
ping at additional cost, and
shoppers can splurge and
have directly shipped gifts
wrapped to add a more tradi-
tional feel to gift-giving.

- Give homemade gifts.
Homemade gifts, whether it’s

""Emam An: TAm I!l!l"'

bl A
R ]

Not only are goods being held up by labor shortages, but increased bad weather means a container ship can capsize before it reaches its

destination, ruining shipments for millions of customers.

baked goods or crafts, don’t
need to be shipped, so there’s
no way such items will spend
the holiday season sitting on
a ship in a congested port. If

you choose to make crafts,

decide early what you want
create so you can secure all
of the necessary supplies in
plenty of time to deliver the

items during Chanukah or on
Christmas morning.

Supply shortages could
make for a tricky holiday sea-
son again this year. Planning

delay.

ahead for such shortages can
ensure gifts make it into the
hands of loved ones without

REINDEER FOOD

Servings: 24

INGREDIENTS

1(20 ounce) package miniature pretzels

1(17.5 ounce) package crispy corn cereal squares (such as Corn Chex®)
1(16 ounce) jar salted dry-roasted peanuts

1(14 ounce) package candy-coated milk chocolate pieces (such as M&M's®)
24 ounces white chocolate, chopped

DIRECTIONS
Cover a large area of counter space with waxed paper and tape it down.

Mix pretzels, corn cereal, peanuts, and candy-coated milk chocolate pieces togetherin a
large bowl.

Melt white chocolate in the top of a double boiler over simmering water, stirring frequently
and scraping down the sides with a rubber spatula to avoid scorching.

Pour melted white chocolate over pretzel mixture; stir to evenly coat. Quickly transfer
mixture to the prepared waxed paper and spread in a thin layer; let cool completely, at
least 30 minutes.

Break into pieces and store in an airtight container.

ROOFING &
METAL
BUILDINGS

RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL

All Types of Roofing
Experts in Metal, Composition & Repairs

® Free Estimates
® |nsurance Claims Assistance
© Emergency Storm Repairs

WE’LL BE HERE AFTER THE STORM.
lllu,,.___llllll

"CLIFFS a'nn

A/C & HEAT

BY RUSSELL %

Authorized Dealer: Rheem ® Comfortmaker ® Amana

SERVICING ALL BRANDS

SALES ¢ SERVICE ¢ INSTALLATION
Residential & Commercial

817 -270-8811 oficc Russell Reed, Owner
TACIBO17933C
817-239-8710 .

* Dry Cleaning
. Laundry Alterations

* Bridal Gowns
* Leather & Boot Repalr

+ Wash & Fold ® 24-Hour Assistance

© 3-Year Labor Guarantee
® [ocal References

489 Hwy 199 West, Brookshire Shopping Center,
Springtown 817-220-2499
Mon-Fri5am-7pme Sat8 am-2 pm

WE DO ALL TYPES OF SERVICE:

Transmissions @ Clutches ® Shocks & Struts
Air Conditioning ® Brakes ® Alignment

STATE INSPECTIONS
ngMIQEVIDc%Y Recognized State Emission Repair Facility

Cars, Light Trucks, Trailers and Motorcycles
(most repairs) 24 Months/ 24,000 Miles Warranty on all Repairs

) WE SELL ALL BRANDS OF TIRES

&/ CGoodyear, Michelin, Firestone, Bridgestone, Hankook,
g Uniroyal, Capitol, Fusion, Cooper, Yokohama, BFGoodnch 3

(AuTo Seruvice)

Family Owned * Family Friendly % Honest Folks
HOURS Mon - Fri 7:30 AM - 6 PM Sat 8 AM - 4 PM

| * Gas and Diesel Certified Service % Computer Diagnostics
* EZ In & Out 0il Change

302 Palo Pinto, WEATHERFORD
817-596-0708

1088 E. Hwy 199, SPRINGTOWN
817-220-5959

WWW.CLIFFSAUTO0.COM
ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

Available!
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Gift ideas for the family do-it-yourselfer

Home improvement proj-
ects enable homeowners
to transform their homes
into their ideal living spac-
es. According to iProperty
Management, most home-
owners in the United States
spent between $5,000 and
$10,000 improving their
homes in 2018. And it doesn’t
stop there, as home improve-
ment sales are projected to
reach $465 billion in 2022.

Various renovation proj-
ects are best left to the pro-
fessionals. However, many
homeowners are eager to
get their own hands dirty
with various projects, large
and small. Having the right
tools and gear on hand can
make projects go all the more
smoothly. Holiday shoppers
can consider these ideas as
they seek to ensure DIYers
have all they need to get the
job done.

- Painting time-savers:
Painting requires some hasic
essentials, from paint trays
to rollers to brushes. Projects
can be made more efficient
with innovative products
that help save time and re-
duce mess. One such item is
a paint brush cover, which
snaps over wet paintbrushes
between coats so they won't
dry out or require rinsing.
Brushes that cut in easily and
others with flexible handles
for getting in tight places also
make painting projects that
much easier.

- Cordless drill: A mechani-
cal drill makes easy work of
assembly projects and gen-
eral renovations that require
screws as fasteners. A cord-
less rechargeable drill will
be easy to maneuver when
handling projects away from
outlets. Going cord-free also
reduces the risk of trips and

ang

For delicious food with a
beautiful presentation

falls on errant cords.

- Lawn care subscription
service: Home improvements
extend to the exterior. In ad-
dition to mowers, trimmers
and garden shears, DIYers
may benefit from subscrip-
tion products that improve
on property care. These for-
mulations are customized to
the specific needs of home-
owners’ lawn or landscap-
ing greenery and are shipped
right to their door.

- Rotary tool kit: This is
one of the most versatile
tools homeowners can have
on hand. A rotary tool can
engrave, grind, sharpen,
polish, cut, carve, and more
depending on the accessory
attachment.

- Multi-use ladder: A lad-
der is a necessity for various
projects inside and outside
the home. One that can trans-
form into an A-frame, scaf-
fold system, staircase ladder
and other configurations
helps ensure maximum safe
reach for the job at hand.

- Composter: Whether you
use an indoor kitchen com-
poster or one designed for
outdoor use, being able to
generate one’s own compost
is great for avid gardeners.
Compost, often called Oblack
gold,0 is made from kitch-
en scraps, leaves and other
items that break down into a
rich fertilizer.

- Tool box/tool organizer:
Tool storage is a market all
its own. It runs the gamut
from rolling metal storage
containers to plastic or metal
boxes to canvas bags to plas-
tic molded curated kits. Tool
organizer kits also come at
various price points, so it’s
easy for shoppers to choose
one that fits their budgets.

- Organizing units:
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votingus | BEST 2~
Best Catering! - ALLE

Schedule your free tasting today!

12505FM 7305S., Azle » 817-995-6050
Family Owned & Operated .

Home improvement projects enable homeowners to transform their homes into their ideal living spaces.

Organizing units are available
in prefabricated kits that are
easily assembled when need-
ed, as well as custom-made
products that are installed by
a professional. They may be
an option for a handy person
looking to organize tools and
other items for home repairs.

Do-it-yourselfers can be
even more handy with tools
geared toward their interests
and repair needs.

AIR CONDITIONIN
HEATING \

#1720
S0
# Zrrisniig

Texas Air
Conditioning
Contractor License:
TACLA014745E

Serving the Springtown, Azle, Weatherford & Fort Worth Area Since 1970
Sales - Service » Residential - Commercial

SPRINGTOWN 817-220-4506
1825 W Hwy 199 e Springtown, TX 76082 ® www.jandeac.com

AN

The City of Springtown presents
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ts ¢ Reunions
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119 Industrial Ave.
Azle, Next to Dollar General

817-444-2222
FULL COLOR GLOSS PRINTING

Business Cards ¢ Invoices * Banners
Magnets ¢ Envelopes * Color Copies * Letterheads

418 E Hwy 199
Springtown

817-220-2101
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Saturday, December 10, 2022 « 10-3

: Springtown Square
Vendor Booths ¢« Holiday Entertainment
Photos with Santa  Children’s Activities

For more information visit
cityofspringtown.com/ofc-2022
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Holiday Gift Guide 2022 7°C

Great gifts for
school-aged children

These giftideas can appeal to school-aged youngsters at a time in their lives when their curiosity is

always piqued.

Successful shopping for
adults on a holiday list often
involves identifying a loved
one’s favorite hobby and
then finding something that
makes that hobby even more
enjoyable. For example, a
new e-reader can be just what
the family bookworm needs
to make reading even more
immersive.

School-aged children may
not be so simple to shop for,
as their interests are always
evolving and they tend to out-
grow toys as quickly as their
growing bodies outgrow their
clothes. No two kids are the
same, but these gift ideas can
appeal to school-aged young-
sters at a time in their lives
when their curiosity is always
piqued.

- STEM gifts: Parents know
that the term OSTEMO is
an acronym for Science,
Technology, Engineering, and
Math. These academic dis-
ciplines have gained height-
ened importance over the
last couple of decades, and
many toy manufacturers now
make products that reinforce
STEM lessons kids learn in
the classroom in a fun way.

STEM-based toys are available
for kids of all ages, includ-
ing children who are still in
diapers.

- Nature-based gifts: Many
parents do everything they
can to reduce the amount of
time their kids spend looking
at screens, which is a tall or-
der in the digital era. But vari-
ous manufacturers produce
toys designed to help kids be
more physically active in the
great outdoors. From age-ap-
propriate binoculars that en-
courage kids to explore natu-
ral settings to birdhouses and
fairy gardens kids can build
and paint in their favorite
colors, shoppers can choose
from a host of nature-based
gifts that encourage kids to
get away from their screens
and enjoy the great outdoors.

- Board games: Board
games remain a wonderful
way for kids to learn and have
fun doing it. Board games are
made for kids of all ages, and
they’re not just fun, but also
beneficial to early childhood
development. For example,
clinical psychologist Beatrice
Tauber Prior, Psy.D. noted to
the children’s book publisher

and distributor Scholastic
that board games requir-
ing strategy help the frontal
lobes of the brain develop.
Those lobes are responsible
for planning, organizing
and decision-making. Board
games also provide opportu-
nities for families to spend
quality time together free
from distractions.

- Cookbooks: Cookbooks
are another great gift for
school-aged youngsters, who
can learn a lot from pitching
in at dinnertime. Children
who cook with their parents
can learn valuable lessons
about nutrition and measur-
ing ingredients can reinforce
lessons learned in the class-
room. Shoppers can choose
from any number of cook-
books designed for kids, and
even children as young as
two can pitch in when baking
cookies or preparing family
meals.

Shopping for school-aged
children during the holiday
season can be made easier
with some suggestions that
can reinforce classroom les-
sons while keeping the focus
on fun.

AZLE DENTAL CARE

Brooke Porter, D.D.S. & Associates

. A great smile makes-a great

gift,

o

give us a call for our
SmileGreat

“ Sertificates
Makes a wonderful

stocking stuffer.

Safety first when buying
toys for children
this holiday season

December is a special time of year for children, millions of whom
await the arrival of Santa Claus and the bounty of toys he delivers
each year. When buying holiday gifts for youngsters, adults must
consider safety. According to the Alliance for Children and Families,
approximately 217,000 children are treated at hospital emergency
rooms for toy-related injuries each year. Holiday shoppers are urged
to stick to age-related recommendations on product packaging and
avoid toys that do not contain the ATSM (American Society for Test-
ing and Materials) label.

. BRACE

* N Chiropractic i

e eeen® & Wellness Center, L.L.C. Mg st
CHIROPRACTIC CARE CAN TREAT:

Headaches ® Pediatrics ® Personal Injury  Asthma © Common Cold ® Backaches

FOOD DRIVE FIBER
ioninsomion | FILL

of 10 Food Cans
35

Donation to Community Caring Center
Expires 1-1-23
Accepting All Major Insurance & Medicare In Network with:
Aude el Olvio Garcio, Gabrsle Garcia Blve Cross/Blue Shield PHCS, Aetna & United Healthcare

Hours: Mon. 9am-12pm & 2pm-6pm © Tues. 9am-Noon
Wed. 9am-12pm & 2pm-7pm © Thurs. 9am-12pm & 2pm-6pm © Fri. 8am-1pm

www.bracechiropractic.com
237 W. Main St. ® Azle » 817-444-2170

for every room in your home! Quadlity, large
selection, and great prices... are still found at

" CARPET

Showroom & Warehouse

8305 Jacksboro Hwy.
817-237-7871
www.LarrysCarpet.com <
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Avoid these

Charitable giving grew
in 2021. According to
Blackbaud Institute, a so-
cial good innovator, giv-
ing not only increased after
COVID-19, but actually re-
bounded more than it had in
a decade - increasing in the
United States by 9 percent
overall.

Annual private philanthro-
py as a percentage of GDP
is about 1.44 percent in the
United States. Philanthropy
Roundtable reports that rate
in Canada is 0.77 percent.

People tend to give the
most to charity at the end of
the year. While legitimate or-
ganizations may step up their
solicitation of donations at
this time, scammers also real-
ize the months of November
and December is prime giv-
ing season. SO many scam-
mers increase their deceptive
tactics to cheat unsuspect-
ing individuals at this time
of year. Here are four com-
mon charity scams that every
prospective donor should be

aware of.

1. Impersonating another
charity

Most philanthropic groups
have an online presence
in some shape or form.
Scammers will replicate the
look of the charitable group’s
website or social media ac-
count, or may contact you
through email or text to so-
licit funds. Thinking itis a
legitimate charity, you may
follow a link to enter dona-
tion information.

To avoid this scam, do not
click on any links. Rather,
enter the exact email address
of a charity, if you know it,
or use a trusted resource like
Charity Navigator for contact
information. If you're still
leery about online transac-
tions, call the charity and ask
to be sent a donation state-
ment in the mail, which you
should be able to mail back
postage-paid.

2. The hard sell

Alegitimate charity is hap-
py to welcome a donation any

charity scams

time you're able to give it. A
scam operation may employ
a hard sell or a deadline by
which the donation must be
made. In addition, a fraudu-
lent ‘charity’ might ask for
payment only by cash, gift
card or wire transfer (because
itis difficult to trace), and
this should raise a red flag
that something is amiss.

3. A thank-you for your
donation

AARP warns that some
scammers will send you a
thank-you for a donation that
you supposedly already made
to entice you to give again.
This is designed to lower
your inhibitions about a so-
liciting charity. It’s always a
good idea to keep records of
charitable giving, especially
for tax-related reporting, so
you can easily verify if you
gave to a group in the past.

4. Cryptocurrency wallet

As methods of making pay-
ments change, scam groups
often ride the wave. The
Federal Trade Commission

learned that when the govern-
ment of Ukraine announced
it would be accepting dona-
tions to support their efforts
via a cryptocurrency wallet,
scammers started getting in
on the action. But instead of

the funds getting sent to the
government’s wallet, the do-
nations headed to a private
wallet.

Always conduct an online
search of the wallet address
to confirm that money is be-

ing sent to the right place.
Typically you can’t reverse
cryptocurrency payments, so
due diligence is required.
Individuals need to be extra
cautious with charitable giv-
ing to avoid common scams.

Gifts to rev auto lovers’ engines

Since they first became
widely available in the early
20th century, cars have in-
spired no small number of
passionate devotees. Some
people simply can’t resist the
thrills of the open road, while
others love driving because
of the sense of independence
it provides. Regardless of
what inspires their passions,
come the holiday season,
auto enthusiasts undoubt-
edly would be excited to un-
wrap these auto-related gifts.

- Car wash kit: It’s one
thing to drive, and another
thing entirely to drive a car
that looks like it’s fresh off
the dealership lot. Car wash
kits come in various sizes,

so they’re ideal for holi-

day shoppers working with
various budgets. Kits may
include wet wax, wheel gel,
glass cleaner, a short handle
brush, and microfiber towels,
among other supplies. Each
accessory within the kit can
make cars or trucks shine
and look as good as new.

- Mechanics’ tool kit: Many
car lovers enjoy working on
their vehicles almost as much
as they love driving them.
That makes a mechanic’s
tool kit a must-have for auto
enthusiasts. Like car wash
kits, mechanics’ kits are
ideal gifts because they can
suit shoppers working with
various budgets. Extensive

kits include all the tools car
lovers need, from ratchets

to extension bars to sockets
and more, to spend a fun day
working in the garage.

- Tire inflator: All those
miles on the open road is
bound to catch up with tires
over time, and a portable
tire inflator can ensure tires
are always properly inflated.
Cordless varieties are popu-
lar, but so are options that
can be plugged into vehicle
lighters. Either way, this is a
must-have item for anyone
who puts a lot of miles on
their vehicle.

- Autocross lesson: Of
course, gifts for auto lovers
needn’t be restricted to help-

ing them take care of their
own cars. Autocross lessons
can teach drivers the finer
points of timed competitions
while enabling them to get
behind the wheel of an exotic
car they’'ve dreamed of driv-
ing. Autocross schools typi-
cally have classes for drivers
with experience as well as
novices, making this a fun
gift for anyone who wants to
take the thrill of driving to
the next level.

There’s no shortage of
gift ideas to please the auto
enthusiast on your holi-
day shopping list this year.
There’s something for every-
one who loves being behind
the wheel.

SHOP SMALL
SHOP LOCAL

1st Choice Associates

404 Main Place, LLC

A & M Gardens

A & M Signs

A/C & Heat by Russell

A+ Porta Kans

Accel Imaging Systems, Inc.

Adobe

ADT Security

Adult & Teen Challenge of Texas

Aire Serv of Fort Worth

Albracht Harwood Insurance Agency, Inc.
Alexander’s Midway Funeral Home
Alliance For Children

Alistate - Mares Insurance

American Dream Flag & Banner M.F.G.
American Patriot Bookkeeping Services, LLC
America’s Best Vacuum Service, LLC
Angela Harrison Agency-Farmers Insurance
Angela Lamb Farmers Insurance

Angels Care Home Health

Angie George

Angie Marshall, REALTOR- Clearfork Group Realty
Anytime Fitness

Apex Land Surveying, LLC

Agua Texas, Inc.

Aqualine Pools

Archstone Dental

Ascubadiving

Ash Creek Baptist Church

Ash Creek INC.

A-Southern Fence

Atmos Energy

ATS Qutdoors

Axon Entertainment, Inc.

AZCO, Inc.

Azle 4H

Azle Appliance Repair

Azle Area Ministerial Alliance, INC.

Azle Arts Association & Popcorn Players
Azle Baseball & Softball Association, Inc. (ABSA)
Azle Bookkeeping

AZLE CAR WASH

Azle Chiropractic Clinic

Azle Christian Church Disciples of Christ
Azle Christian School

Azle Communications

Azle Deer Cove

Azle Dental Care

Azle Family Dentistry

Azle First Assembly of God

Azle High School Drama Booster Club
Azle Historical Museum

Azle 1.S.D.

Azle Lions Club

Azle Manor Health Care

Azle Marketing

Azle Masonic Lodge #601

Azle Memorial Library/ Azle Library Trust
Azle Outriders

Azle Paint & Body

Azle Pediatrics

Azle Police Officer’s Association

Azle Vision Source

Azle Western Wear

B & C Transmission & Automotive Repair
Barto Electric

Be Well Primary Care Medicine

Bellaire North Investments, Inc.

BFF’s Mobile Petting Zoo

BKV

Boy Scouts of America Troop 243

Brace Chiropractic & Wellness Center, LLC

AZLE AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE MEMBERS

Bransom Real Estate

Brenda Price Trucking

Briercroft Roofing

Bronson Heritage Chiropractic
Brookshire’s

Building 22

BullDawg Electric Company, LLC
Bumble Bee Occasions

Bunero, Debbie CPA

Burkes Outlet

Burton Trophy Co.

Buzzworks Creations

C & E Storage

Cactus Hill Farm

Caitlyn’s Catering

Camp Gladiator

Capernaum First Century Village
Care N Care Insurance Company
Carl Russell- Marsha Hardin Real Estate
CASA of Parker County

CDI - Commercial Door Installers
Century 21-Alliance Property
Ceramic Store

Chick-Fil-A Lake Worth

Christian Brothers Automotive

Christie Wethington, Realtor Clearfork Group

Realty

City of Azle

City of Pelican Bay

City of Reno

Classic Pest Control

Clearfork Group Realty

Cliff’s Springtown Auto Service, Inc.
Comet Cleaners

Community Caring Center
Community National Bank & Trust of Texas
Community Waste Disposal
Cooper’s Personal Training

Corn Fed Catering & Fine Foods
Cornerstone Child Care, LTD
Craniums Learning Center, LLC
crave

Cross Timbers Golf Course
Crossing Fellowship

Custom Thread Art

Damon Liles Insurance Agency, Inc.
Dean & Jane Peyton D.0.
Diamond Tutoring

Double L Plumbing

Dr. Joseph S. McCreary, Il
Durham & Galindo, PLLC
Dynamic Solar

Eagle Crest Villa

Eagle Mountain Lake Getaway
Eagle Mountain Pregnancy Help Center
Eagle Mountain Realty

Eagle Mountain Veterinary Clinic
Eagle Mt. Memorial VFW #2137
Edward Jones - Jake Crawford
Edward Jones - Leon Williams
EECU Credit Union

El Paseo Restaurant

Esign Title, LLC

Farris Design Group, LLC

Fidelity National Title Agency

First Baptist Church of Azle

First United Methodist Church
First United Mortgage Group
Forged IT Services, LLC

Fortitude Financial Coaching, LLC.
Fossil Pointe Sporting Grounds
Foxglove & Fern Esthetics
Frontier Communications

Future, Hope & Healing Center
G. L. Hunt Foundation Repair
Garcia Tire & Automotive
Genesis Jiu Jitsu Azle

Good N.E.W.S. Living At Home/Block Nurse

Program

Gregory Treat, PLLC

Grizzly’s Zen Den

H & R Block

Haley Carter State Farm
Hefestus Fine Arts

Herring Bank

Hobbs Heating & Air

Hogle’s Insurance Group

Holy Trinity Catholic Church
Hometown Self Storage

Hope Lutheran Church

Hope’s Bazaar

Hornet Football Booster Club
Integrated Machinery Solutions, LLC
INTEGRITY TAXPROS

It's Closing Time Realty

J & J Party Jumpers

Jack Stevens

Janet Stevens

Janice Flory

Janie Lee-Marsha Hardin Real Estate
Janie Rector

Jeremy Gregory

Jim Stevens Photography

Joe Rider Propane

Joe’s Pizza and Pasta

Judge Christopher Gregory
JumpPro’s DFW Texas

Justice of the Peace-Kirk Martin
K E Rentals

Kat3 Water Mitigation

Katie’s Car Wash

Kipwicks Candle Lab

Kona Ice Northwest DFW

KWH Energy Solutions -

KWH Consulting Services LTD
Kyrstin Daniels State Farm

Lake Worth Premier Eye Care-Dr. Jeffrey
Crabtree

Lakefront Log Home Lodging
Lakeside Plaza

Larry’s Carpet

Laura’s Pharmacy

Law Office of Ronda S Haynes, PLLC
Leadership Northwest

Legacy Church

Legacy Oaks of Azle

Legal Shield

Leslie Dawn Phillips

Lighthouse Fellowship
Lighthouse Residential Roofing, LLC
Lindsay Ellis State Farm

Lisa Rener- Realtor, Clearfork Group Realty

Live Long and Optimize

Long Dog Yard Art

Long Ears Coffee 3, LLC
Longhorn Termite & Pest Control
MaddLogic LLC

March Roofing

Marcy Pinkston, Attorney at Law
Marsha Hardin Real Estate
Massage By Lydia

Mattress Guys

Maverick Computer Services
Maw-Maw’s Treats

McDonalds

MCDREGroup Keller Williams

SHOP

CHAMBER MEMBERS ARE READY TO SERVE YOU.

Meals on Wheels, Inc. of Tarrant County
Melville Excavating, Inc.

Metro Plex Fabrication and Erection, LLP
Michael Wright - Clark Real Estate Group
Mike’s Westside Rental

Moore Texas Realty

Morrison Supply Co. Br. 60

Mortgage Financial Services

Moses Druxman- Compass, RE

Motley Automotive

Mystical Blades

Nancy Russell - Realtor KW

Nation’s Pure Water Systems

NBT Financial Bank

New Vista Travel, LLC

NorthStar-Team, Better Homes and Gardens,
Winans

Northwest Physical Therapy

Northwest Rentals

Northwest YMCA

Office on Main

Oncor Electric Delivery

One Hour Air Conditioning and Heating
Parker County Commissioner-George Conley
Parker County Constable - Ray Wright
Parker County Sheriff - Russ Authier
Paul S. Crabtree, CPA, PLLC-Tax,
Accounting & Business Advisory

Paws to Consider, LLC

Payne Appraisal, LLC

PC-Cell Fixx

Pinnacle Bank

Pinnacle Civil Services, LLC

Probuild Construction, Ltd.

Prosperity Bank

Protect Thyself Services

PTX Wellness and Performance Therapy
PurEmerald Floor Care, LLC

Rae’s Bookkeeping

Ray Ivey

Rainbow Inn Gift Shop - Texas Health Harris Azle
Reata West Apartments

Redemption Barbell

Reds Bar B Que

Red’s Burger House

Reimagined Remodeling and Roofing
Reliable Year-Round Tax Services
Resource Lighting, LLC

Retro Real Estate Fort Worth

Rhino Waste Removal

Rise and Clean

RnR Event Center

Rockwell American

Ronnie Feemster

Rouel Rothenberger

Roys Barber & Style Shop

RS Roofing

Rural Gas Supply

S. Grace Neal, Neal Legal, P.C.

Safe Harbor Counseling Center, Inc.
Salon Galleria

Segue Health Partners

Sente Mortgage

Service First Mortgage “The Hayes Team”
Servolution Network

Silva’s Insurance Agency

Silver Creek United Methodist Church
Silver Dollar Customs

Simply the Best! Bookkeeping and Business
Solutions

Smokey T's BBQ

Son Shine Ministries

Sonic Drive In - Azle

Sorrells Custom Homes

Sorrow Family Insurance

South Estates Realty

Southern Honey Giftique

Southwestern Comfort Air and Heat, LLC
SporTherapy Azle

Stacey’s Mobile Notary Services

State Representative - Charlie Geren
State Representative - Glenn Rogers
Steve’s Notary Service

Stonegate Center

Straight Shooter Heating and Air Conditioning, Inc.
Strickland Heating and Air

Surepoint Emergency Center Azle
Survivors Studio

Sutton Printing Company

Tactical Taxes Etc, LLC

Tarrant County College NW Campus
Tarrant Regional Transportation Coalition
Texas Classic Insurance

Texas Crushed Creations

Texas Designer Flooring, LLC

Texas Health Harris Methodist Hospital Azle
Texas Karate Institute Select

Texas Turbine, Inc.

The Abbey Church

The Azle News

The Church At Azle

The Coffee Stop

The Cut- Azle

The Edge Church Azle

The Glow Bar

The Hive

The 0Id Liberty Schoolhouse

The Orchard Event Venue & Retreat

The Porch Resale Shoppe

The Ranch Cowboy Country Church

The SEAL Group at JPAR

The Shaken Baby Alliance

The Wellness Company

The Word @ Lakeside

Timco Plumbing

Tims Towing

Tommy’s Shop

Town and Country Veterinary Clinic
Tri-County Electric Cooperative

Trinity Territory, LLC

Triple M Storm Shelters, LLC

TX Glazing

Tyler A. Harden, Attorney, P.C./Stewart Title
UCEUS Corp.

Union Home Mortgage

Upbring

Upbring Head Start

Upper Trinity Groundwater Conservation District
Ussery Insurance Services - Farmers Insurance
Valerie Noia-exp Realty

Veralux Homes

Victory Christian Center

Wal-Mart

Wells Wrecker Service

Werry Theory Embroidery & Screen Printing
Western Cross Ranch

Whataburger, Inc.

WHECO Controls

White Beard’s BBQ

White’s Funeral Home

WOLF Construction

Workforce Solutions - Weatherford

Yanis Taqueria

Yates Creates

Young Sprouts Creative Learning Center, LLC




