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: Shelter
1s full

Springtown animal
control officer: “I can't
help people if 'm
constantly at capacity.”
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BY MADELYN EDWARDS
madelyn@azlenews.net

pringtown just started offer-
ing its own animal control
services in the fall, and the
shelter is already filling up.

Animal Control Officer Sage Lingo said
that while cats were more populous when
the shelter opened, dogs are now taking up
more space. Last week, she said the shel-
ter was almost at capacity with eight dogs,
though there was space for urgent situa-
tions. Lingo also had to make sure all dogs
were inside a temperature-controlled space
because of the freezing temperatures.

Currently, the Springtown shelter will not
euthanize animals to accommodate space
needs. If the shelter stays full, that means no
more animals can be accepted, Lingo said.
She recalled an incident in which someone
reported a stray dog, and Lingo couldn’t
take the dog to the shelter until space
cleared up.

“That’s the biggest thing is I can’t help

_‘_,,*"-ﬁ

-,

. - >
g

MADELYN EDWARDS | SPRINGTOWN EPIGRAPH

Pictured is an unnamed 6-to-8-month
old Whippet mix puppy at the
Springtown animal shelter.

people if 'm constantly at capacity with
the same dogs,” she said. “If it’s in and out,
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Springtown Mayor Greg Hood announced that he intends to run for
mayor again in the May municipal election. He is pictured speaking
atthe Springtown Area Chamber of Commerce luncheon in June.

Hood to run
for another
mayoral term

BY MADELYN EDWARDS
madelyn@azlenews.net

Springtown Mayor Greg
Hood announced that he
intends to run for mayor
again in the May municipal
election.

“I'm pretty excited about

it,” Hood said during the
December city council
meeting.

Hood described his past
two terms as rough because
of the highway construction
project and the COVID-19
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Bleeding orange and black

Mike Kelley retires from superintendent role
but not from Springtown ISD community

BY MADELYN EDWARDS
madelyn@azlenews.net

Plenty of seats were un-
filled at the last Springtown
ISD facilities planning meet-
ing of the year on Dec. 12 in
the Springtown High School
cafeteria.

The large space was not
even close to being fully oc-
cupied at the meeting.

Despite that,
Superintendent Mike Kelley
made his presentation as
if he were giving it to a full
house.

Kelley commanded the
meeting as he delivered the
same urgent message that
he had in previous facilities
planning meetings - stu-
dent enrollment is growing
while space in classrooms,
restrooms and cafeterias is
dwindling. He had the con-
viction of a preacher and
the patience of a teacher.
He listened to the audi-
ence’s questions - often
telling them they had asked
a “great question” - and
answered the best he could
and with care.

PLEASE SEE KELLEY | A3
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State Rep. Glenn Rogers presented outgoing SISD Superintendent Mike Kelley with a resolution from
the state to congratulate him on his retirement.
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Equestrian’s Christmas tree
outfit unintentionally wins
ugly sweater contest

BY MADELYN EDWARDS
madelyn@azlenews.net

Emily Renfro won a contest
that she didn’t even plan to
enter.

Renfro and her dog Lucy
marched in the Springtown
Christmas parade at the
end of November behind
Stars and Strides Stables
Therapeutic Riding Center’s
group, which included people
Renfro knows, since she rides
horses at the center and com-
petes in different horse show
events.

To prepare for the parade,
Renfro had to find the perfect
outfit. Her idea was to go as a
Christmas tree and for Lucy
to be dressed up like a gift
under the tree. She got the
costumes online, and then
she and her mother Karen
decorated them in lights for
the parade.

“I'wanted us to kind of like
match together,” Renfro said
about the inspiration for her
and Lucy’s costumes. “Iwas
looking at ideas on what to
do, and I was like, ‘How about
a present and a Christmas
tree?’ Iwas like, ‘Perfect.”

Renfro, who lives in the
Agnes area, finished the
parade and stayed on the
Springtown Square for the
tree lighting. As she was
about to leave, someone from
the city approached her to
suggest that she sign up for
the city’s ugly sweater con-
test. Entries were being taken
near the Tabernacle.

Renfro decided to enter the
contest and got her picture
taken, which later was posted
on the city’s Facebook page
with the other entries so that
the public could choose the
best ugly sweater.

Less than a month later,
the results were posted on
Facebook, and Renfro was
victorious.

Adults and children alike
entered their sweaters in
the contest. The partici-
pants’ attire included im-
ages of T-rexes, goats, and
Philadelphia Eagles lo-
gos, among other designs.
However, Renfro won - deci-
sively. Her photo on the city’s
Facebook page from the con-
test has 313 likes, while none
of her competitors could
even pass the 200-mark.

Renfro said she was sur-
prised to win, but her mother
said her victory was fore-
shadowed when she entered
the contest.

“The lady, when she took
her picture she (said), ‘Oh,
you're going to win,”” Karen
Renfro said, adding that she
and Emily reacted with dis-
belief at the time. “But when
we were watching the votes
and everything, it was like,
‘Oh my goodness. Emily, look
at this.” So many people we
didn’t even know had voted
for her.”

Karen Renfro isn’t sure
whether voters thought her
daughter’s outfit was cute
or ugly, but she didn’t seem
to be too worried about that.

PHOTO COURTESY OF KAREN RENFRO

Emily Renfro, who lives in the Agnes area, won the city of
Springtown’s ugly sweater contest with her Christmas tree outfit.
Her dog Lucy was dressed up as a present.
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The city of Springtown presented Emily Renfro with a sweater-
shaped medal for winning the city’s ugly sweater contest.

She described Emily’s invita-
tion to enter the contest as a
laughable moment. Though
neither of them can explain
why voters were drawn to
Emily’s outfit, Karen Renfro
said the win made her daugh-
ter feel special.

“I'have no idea what
spurred that on,” Karen
Renfro said, laughing. “I don’t
know if it was because of the
dog.Idon’t know if it was be-

cause it was lit up. I have no
idea, but it was just fun.”

On Facebook, the city
of Springtown thanked all
contestants and will look
forward to next year’s ugly
sweater contest. This means
Emily Renfro could enter
the contest again next year,
intentionally this time. She
didn’t say “no” to that idea.

“Maybe,” Emily Renfro said.
“We'll see.”

OLD PLANTATION MEATS

Custom Slaughtering « Wild Game Processing

Thank You to everyone
for voting for us!

Open Mon thru Fri8 am -5 pm, Sat 8 am -4 pm

Fresh Meats

Beef « Pork
Freezer Packs

Country

Poultry

2127 E. Hwy 199, Springtown

817-677-2442
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Springtown Elementary School students sang and danced to“Jingle Bell Rock” and other Christmas
carols at the Springtown ISD school board meeting on Dec. 19 at the Springtown High School library.

Elementary school students
sing Christmas carols at
school board meeting

'1;

In addition to Christmas carols, Springtown Elementary School students serenaded Springtown ISD
Superintendent Mike Kelley at the school board meeting on Dec. 19 in honor of his retirement.

YEAR END

SALE
Everything

MUST GO!

SERTA
Cozy
Comfort

Open Mon-Fri10 am -7 pm Sat 10 am - 6 pm, Sun11am-5 pm

321 B W. Main St., Azle - 817-752-2002
499 E. Hwy 199, Springtown « 682-302-9507
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KELLEY

FROM PAGE A1

For those who didn’t know
better, it would be impos-
sible to tell that Kelley was
weeks away from retire-
ment after spending 25
years at SISD. That is, until
he mentioned his retirement
during the meeting, saying
that he would knock on as
many doors as he could to
inform people about a bond
election, if one is called for,
to increase space at school
facilities.

“I'm under contract until
Dec. 31, and at that point,
my official responsibilities
will end, but I'm not going
to stop being a community
member. 'm not going to
stop being somebody that
supports schools,” he told
the Epigraph. “We’re not in
a crisis yet, but we are not
far from being in a crisis. We
have to build more capac-
ity for students, and the
only way we can do that is
through a bond program.
And so that will continue to
be near and dear to me for a
while.”

In 2021, the SISD school
board called for a bond elec-
tion to address space needs
twice, but voters rejected
these proposals. Those un-
successful bids are what
motivated Kelley’s retire-
ment. In a statement to the
Epigraph in September,
he called the failed elec-
tions “disheartening and
exhausting.”

“I've lost a lot of sleep over
those last two failed efforts,
but at the end of the day,
(we) got to look forward and
try to tackle what’s next,” he
said at the facilities planning

LEGAL PUBLIC NOTICES

meeting.

A week after that meet-
ing, another gathering was
held in the SHS cafeteria,
and this time, the space was
packed. A long line of people
waited to sign in at Kelley’s
retirement reception, and
the crowd included multiple
members of Springtown’s
who’s who. At any given
time, Kelley was surrounded
by well-wishers.

Multiple speakers heaped
praise on Kelley during the
reception. State Rep. Glenn
Rogers presented Kelley
with a resolution from the
state to congratulate him
on his retirement. Two of
Kelley’s former students
from Groesbeck ISD - where
he taught and coached be-
fore coming to Springtown
- spoke kindly of Kelley and
described how he affected
their lives. Shane Strickland,
Kelley’s successor, shared a
Bible verse and talked about
the “incredible example”
Kelley set for educators.

School Board President
Rick Beall presented Kelley
with a plaque for his service
and an American Airlines
gift card.

“I can’t tell you how many
times we told you, ‘Just go
home. Maybe kick your feet
up, maybe not worry so
much,’ so we have a gift card
for American Airlines so you
can go somewhere,” Beall
said. His statement was met
with laughter and rapturous
applause from the audience.

Glowing praise also came
from two people who prob-
ably know Kelley better than
most - his son Connor and
daughter Marissa, both of
whom are SHS alumni.

“I don’t think he could
have done a better job,”

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

SEALED PROPOSALS addressed to the City Council of the City of Springtown, Texas will
be received at the Springtown City Hall, 102 E. Second Street, Springtown, Texas 76082,
until 11:30 AM on Wednesday, January 18, 2023, for the purpose of furnishing all plant,
labor, materials and equipment and the performing of all work required in the Bonnie Bell
& Roy Lane - Paving & Drainage Improvements and other improvements incidental thereto,
at which time and place the proposals will be publicly opened and read aloud in City
Council Chamber, Springtown City Hall and retained by the city for tabulation, checking
and evaluation. BIDS shall be submitted in sealed envelopes upon the blank Bid Form in the
Contract Documents booklet. The entire Contract Documents’ booklet must be returned in
a sealed envelope with the following forms filled out and signed; Bid Form, Disadvantaged
Business Enterprises Form, Conflict of Interest Questionnaire, Local Government Officer
Conflicts Disclosure Statement, Vendor Compliance to State Law form, Contractor
Compliance to Texas Sales Tax Code form. The Bid Bond for five (5%) percent of the total bid
must be included in the sealed envelope with the bid. The sealed envelope shall be marked
BONNIE BELL & ROY LANE - PAVING & DRAINAGE IMPROVEMENTS - DO NOT OPEN
UNTIL 11:30 AM on Wednesday, January 18, 2023. A non-mandatory pre-bid conference
will be held at 9:30 AM on Wednesday, January 11, 2023 at the Springtown City Hall, 102 E.
Second Street. Representatives of the Owner and Engineer will be present to discuss the
project and answer any questions. The Engineer will distribute to prospective bidders of
record such Addenda, as the Engineer considers necessary in response to discussions or
inquiries arising at the conference. PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS and contract documents
may be examined and obtained without charge at the Springtown City Hall, 102 E. Second
Street, Springtown, TX 76082. No hard copies of the Bidding Documents will be made
available at City Hall. It is the responsibility of the interested party to print the Bidding

Marissa Kelley said. “I think
he picked a good time to end
it because he hasn’t done
anything wrong. He’s done a
good job.”

Connor Kelley called his
father’s retirement “well-de-
served.” He has watched his
dad work many late nights
and attend every school
event that he could.

“(He) definitely showed me
how to work hard,” Connor
Kelley said about his dad.

As for what he’ll do post-
retirement, Connor Kelley
suspects that his father
has more than a few house-
hold projects on his mind.
However, being disconnect-
ed from SISD completely is
not likely.

“He can’t stay away from
it. He’s going to be show-
ing up to all the stuff. He’s
definitely not going to ride
off into the sunset,” Connor
Kelley said. “We moved here
just before I was born back
in’98, and he’s been bleed-
ing orange and black ever
since then.”

Mike Kelley started his 32-
year career in education in
1991 after graduating from
Baylor University. His first
education job after college
was at Groesbeck ISD where
he served as a teacher and
coach. While in Groesbeck,
he met his wife Teresa, a
Springtown native, and they
eventually moved to her
hometown.

The current high school

building was under construc-

tion when Kelley came to
Springtown. He had heard
about the Springtown com-
munity and competitive
students from his coach-
ing colleagues and his wife
before he arrived. The fact
that a new school was being

built proved to Kelley that
the community wanted stu-
dents to be successful. From
then on, his fate in SISD was
sealed.

Kelley coached and taught
at SHS and earned a mas-
ter’s degree at Tarleton State
University before turning
his focus to administra-
tion. He wanted to stay in
Springtown for a long time,
and to do that, he felt that he
needed to quit coaching to
avoid regular turnover.

Kelley also thought being
an administrator would give
him more time with his fami-
ly than if he continued teach-
ing and coaching, which
turned out to be untrue.

“Foolishly, I thought, T11
be an administrator and not
have to surrender quite as
much time,” and that turned
out not to be true,” he said.
“An administrator’s time
was just as taxing.”

Also, as an administrator,
he aspired to be able to help
make teachers’ jobs easier.

“There are some local
things we’ve decided to do
that have been helpful, and
I hope as a principal and as
a superintendent I've made
teachers jobs as manage-
able as it can be,” Kelley said.
“We have some really gifted
and committed people who
will help kids in every way
that they can, and let’s give
them time and opportunity
todoit.”

Kelley took principal roles
at Springtown Middle School
and SHS before making the
big jump to superintendent.
He was in his sixth year as
high school principal when
the job came open. Though
the timing didn’t match his
plans, Kelley felt that he
needed to pursue the super-

intendent opportunity.

“I probably moved in
earlier than Iwould have
wanted to,” he said. “This
job really does pull you away
from your family a lot, and
the high school principalship
does, too, but not like the su-
perintendency. But my fear
was thatif I don’t try to take
advantage of this opportuni-
ty now, when might that next
opportunity come?”

Luckily, as he entered his
new role Kelley was backed
up by longtime district ad-
ministrators like Gary Shaw
and Mike Gilley, who at the
time served as chief financial
officer and assistant super-
intendent, respectively.

“I think that moving a high
school principal into the po-
sition was something that
the trustees felt comfort-
able doing, knowing that
there was a great support
staff around to help with the
things that obviously I did
not know or hadn’t yet had
a chance to experience,” he
said. “I'm very aware that I
was able to move into super-
intendency partly because of
the rest of the staff that was
already on board.”

Looking back at his career,
Kelley was quick to own up
to mistakes. He mulled over
a situation that he wishes he
had handled more fairly and
told a story about having to
fess up to a parent about a
mistake he made.

“I'would tell anybody in
the profession, if you make a
mistake, it’s OK. The bigger
mistake would be to not ad-
mit it and be ready to grow
from it,” Kelley said. “Always
recognize it’s OK to make a
mistake and just get better
from it and move on.”

Kelley hesitated to claim

accomplishments during his
time at SISD. He acknowl-
edged that he has been in-
volved in the hiring of great
administrators and teach-
ers and has helped direct
resources to extracurricu-
lar programs. He said he is
proud of the achievements
made by SISD students and
teachers, but he was careful
not to take credit for those
successes.

“Because I'm competitive I
like those trophies and ban-
ners you see on the walls
that I had nothing to do
with either as a coach or as a
principal or any of the other.
Those are neat accomplish-
ments and fun to talk about,
but the really great things
are seeing kids who, when
they graduate, go on to do
things, that they contrib-
ute to the community that
they're in,” Kelley said dur-
ing his retirement reception
speech. “There’s so many
of those. And it’s so fun to
have been in one place for
25 years now here and get to
see that.”

In retirement, Kelley said
he is looking forward to
spending more time with
his family, but he will miss
working at SISD, both his
staff and the students.

“Twill really miss the op-
portunity to have a key to
every building. I can go to
any campus on any day, and
if 'm having a lousy day,
and I want to go see the first
graders at recess and that
makes my heart happy. Or if
I'want to go to the intermedi-
ate school and sneak into the
cafeteria and just high five
some kids and ask them how
their day is going,” he said. “I
will miss that alot.”

By Local Health
Expert Dr. Robert
Moss PT, ScD,
0CS, FAAOMPT

If you or someone you know has
back pain then this article is for you.

A common question we get is: Do | need to get an MRI
or X-ray to determine what is wrong with my back?

The short answer is NO! Why do | say that?

# Let’s start with an x-ray which looks at the bones and how they are
aligned. They do not look at the soft tissue which is frequently what is
causing your pain. Now if you have had a major trauma (car accident,
fall etc) then an x-ray would be useful to rule out some type of fracture.
A good clinician who listens to your complaints and how the pain came
to be can help guide you on whether an X-ray is necessary or not.
MRI's — are great, almost too great. There have been numerous
scientific papers that have shown up to 80% of the population has a disc herniation

or bulge yet they DON'T HAVE ANY SYMPTOMS.

Documents. Neither the Owner nor the Engineer will be responsible for full or partial sets of
Bidding Documents, including any addenda, obtained from other sources. Each Bid must
be submitted on the prescribed Bid Form and accompanied by Bid security as prescribed in
the Instructions to Bidders. The Successful Bidder will be required to furnish the additional
bond(s) prescribed in the Bidding Documents. In case of ambiguity or lack of clearness

in stating proposal prices, the Owner reserves the right to adopt the most advantageous
construction thereof, or to reject any or all bids. No bid may be withdrawn within forty-five
(45) days after date on which bids are opened. CITY OF SPRINGTOWN, TEXAS

What does that mean? It means it is quite likely that we are all walking around
with some type of bulge or herniation in our disc but we don’t have pain. Once we
do start to have back pain we get an MRI and the specialist say “Ah ha” here it is,
Mrs. Jones you have a herniation in your back...you need surgery. When in fact the
herniation could have been present for numerous years.

As part of a routine check up we don’t get MRIs on our lower back, only when we
have pain. It would be most helpful if we had an MRI performed when we didn’t
have pain and then compare it to one when we did have pain. Then we could look
at the two images and say with greater confidence “this has changed and could
possibly be causing your pain”.
So if | don’t recommend initial imaging for your lower back, what do |
recommend? Wait, begin treatment on your back and see how things go. Like
| said earlier a good clinician can help determine if you need some imaging.
There are certain signs and symptoms that would indicate imaging is needed and
treatment should wait until certain things are ruled out.
For 99% of the people we see, imaging is not necessary and frequently delays
getting in to see us so we can help you get your life back and do what you love.
If you are looking for guidance on your next step to finding relief from your lower
back pain then call our office to request my 100% FREE Report Top 10 Burning
Questions for Back Pain and Sciatica. Or if you want the report right now, just
scan the QR code and you can download it instantly.

PS. No one will ask for any money for ~ SCAN QR CODE WITH YOUR SMARTPHONE
anything when you call TO DOWNLOAD THE FREE REPORT
817-220-MOSS (6677) to request your free
report which is perfect for those who are
suffering with lower back pain and sciatica.
The author, Dr. Robert Moss PT, ScD is the
owner of MOSS Rehabilitation Center in
Springtown, TX. He is happy to help you with
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Henry poses for a picture at the Springtown animal shelter. Henry is an adult male Pit

Bull mix.

SHELTER

FROM PAGE A1

that’s one thing, but my abil-
ity to help people is very lim-
ited if it’s constantly full.”

In those kinds of situa-
tions, Lingo said she refers
people to organizations
like Weatherford Whiskers,
Parker Paws and the Humane
Society of North Texas.

Adopting animals through
the Springtown shelter is $50
for dogs that are sterilized
and vaccinated and $25 for
cats that are sterilized and
vaccinated, Lingo said. If the
animal is not vaccinated and

sterilized, the shelter will
handle those procedures
before the animal is adopt-
ed, which raises the price.
Adopting a dog that was not
previously sterilized or vac-
cinated costs $100 to cover
those procedures, and that
costis $60 for cats under the
same circumstances.

Adopting a petisn’t a de-
cision to be taken lightly.
Lingo said she tries to make
potential adopters aware of
the work needed to care for
animals so the rehoming pro-
cess can be successful in the
long term.

“They do require work.
They require training. They

shelter.

require good care,” she said.
“It’'s not just having an animal
that just sits there. They have
needs, t0o.”

Lingo said interested
adopters are given a ques-
tionnaire to try to match the
right pet to the right house-
hold. She said sometimes
dogs will have known issues
interacting with other dogs or
with children, and the ques-
tionnaire ascertains informa-
tion about if there are other
pets or children in the house-
hold so the best connections
can be made.

“We’re trying to avoid any
known issues, that way when
we place them in a home,

MADELYN EDWARDS | SPRINGTOWN EPIGRAPH

we're hopefully placing them
in the home they’re going to
stay in long term,” she said.

The shelter also has a few
volunteers who are foster-
ing animals until they can
be adopted. Fosters set the
boundaries on what kinds of
animals they can temporarily
take in, Lingo said.

People who volunteer to
foster must be responsible
for the health and safety of
the animals in their care and
prevent incidents that may
cause harm to the shelter pet,
Lingo said. Some fosters even
provide basic training for
shelter animals.

Currently, the Springtown

Sasha is an adult female Shar Pei mix available for adoption at the Springtown animal

shelter is stocked with ani-
mal food, cat litter, blan-
kets and bedding as well as
other necessities, thanks
to Walnut Creek Veterinary
Hospital’s donation drive and
a 300-pound dog food dona-
tion from Purina. If anyone
is interested in continuing
to help the shelter animals,
Lingo said monetary dona-
tions are helpful in paying for
the animals’ medical care.
For more information
about the Springtown animal
shelter, email Lingo at aco@
cityofspringtown.com or visit
its Facebook page at https://
www.facebook.com/profile.
php?id=100086531823828.

HOOD

FROM PAGE A1

pandemic, but all in all, the
city pulled through.

“I feel like our city is
stronger through all that,
and (I) look for good and
better times ahead,” Hood
said.

Along with the may-
oral election, City Council
Place 2 and Place 4 - cur-
rently held by council
member Michele Chandler
Kelley and Mayor Pro-Tem
Richelle Pruitt, respectively
- are also up for election
on May 6. All of those posi-
tions have two-year terms.

The city council ap-
proved a resolution call-
ing for the election at the
December meeting. The
resolution stated that the
election would take place
from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. May
6 at the Springtown Area
Senior Center, 1070 N.
Main St.

Early voting will take
place from April 24
through May 2 at the senior
center. To vote early by
mail, voters must deliver
applications by April 25
to the Parker County early
voting clerk at 1112 Santa
Fe Drive in Weatherford
and by email at elections@
parkercountytx.com.
Ballots can be mailed to the
same address.

Qualified members of
the public can run for
mayor, City Council Place 2
and Place 4. Candidate ap-
plications must be filed in
the city secretary’s office at
city hall anytime from Jan.
18 to Feb. 17. The city sec-
retary’s office will be open
for filing from 7:30 a.m. to
4:30 p.m. Monday through
Friday at 102 E. Second St.

DECEMBER N
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BUSINESS *

]ﬂoﬁ%?' Shop
817-220-0033

NOW OPEN ON
SATURDAYS!!

St én and shop:

e BEAUTIFUL FLOWER
ARRANGEMENTS
AND PLANTS

e HOME DECOR
e CANDLES AND SOAPS
e JELLIES AND SAUCES

e MYRA BAGS (NICE
CONCEALED CARRY)

MARKET

Wl

A

LG8 L

A vendor market where
small business means
BIG BUSINESS!
Unique Gifts &
Boutique Items
from Local Vendors

101 N. Ash St., Springtown

682-615-7889

e GOODY BAGS HOLIDAY HOURS
AND BALLOONS : Monday-Friday
* GIFTS FOR EVERYONE Some of the featured vendors at Market 76082 include Southern Sweet Home Baking, Tried 10 AM - 7 PM

(INCLUDING YOU!)
\. J

and True Candles, Cryo by Tried and True, BK Creations, SK Design Creations, Denim Angel, Saturday 10 am - 3 PM
The Groovy Cactus, Plum Kisses, Cocoa Bomb Mom, Thurman Ranch Boutique, and The Furry L J
Flamingo.

Market 76082

Local products from
YOUR home town!

together and sell their items at Market
76082. Customers can find everything from
homemade treats to personal health service
to custom clothing and gifts here.

Market 76082 has been open for one year.
They are located at 101 N. Ash S., Spring-

refund *

PAY NOTHING OUT OF
POCKET TODAY

With a refund transfer.

Don’t want to pay up front?
With a Refund Transfer, your tax preparation and
related fees can be deducted from your refund
after all services are complete. It’s easy and conve-
nient. Get a State Refund Transfer at no additional
cost when you buy a Federal Refund Transfer.

Refund Advance Begins in

Diesel & Auto
We Fix Everything?
e \We work on Cars, Trucks, Semis, RVs,

Equipment, Generators and much more!

e Diagnosis, Oil Changes, Brakes, Suspen-
sion, Steering, Turbos, Injectors, Fuel Sys-
tems, Head Gaskets, Overhauls, Transmis-

Ashley Trester has brought more than 10
small businesses together under one roof in
Springtown with Market 76082!

Market 76082 is the place to go for bou-
tique clothing and jewelry, hand-poured
candles, home décor, custom apparel,

sions and more!
January, up to *3500 tumblers and more from local artisans and  town. Stop in and shop during their special |- A
craftsmen. holiday hours Monday through Friday, 10 DECEMBER SPECIAL
Some of the featured vendors at Market a.m. to 7 p.m. Have a question about find- O/o
H&R BLOCK' 76082 include Southern Sweet Home Bak-  ing that special gift? Call 682-615-7889 for 1 0 o F F

JOBS OVER $500
December 1st - 31st

(Stipulations apply. Must bring in ad for discount)

817-968-7867

3056 W. HWY 199 SPT
(1.8 MILES WEST OF POJO ROAD)

help with what you’re looking for.

Stop in now for special vendor discounts,
including 50% off items at Plum Kisses and
$16 Tried and True candles. Become a VIP
member at Market 76082 and received 10%
off your purchase.

ing, Tried and True Candles, Cryo by Tried
and True, BK Creations, SK Design Cre-
ations, Denim Angel, The Groovy Cactus,
Plum Kisses, Cocoa Bomb Mom, Thurman
Ranch Boutique, and The Furry Flamingo.

Trester wanted to create a place where
small businesses and creators could come

Azle 730 Shopping Center, 828
Boyd Rd,. Ste D, Azle TX 76020
817-270-4586
Offices open January 2023

Refund Transfer (RT) is a tax-refund related deposit product by Axos Bank, Member FDIC.
You must meet legal requirements for opening a bank acount. RT is a bank deposit, not a
loan, and is limited to the size of your refund less applicable laws. You can e-file your return
\ without a RT, a loan or extra fees. Main License No. FRA2. ®2019 HRB TAX Group, Inc. )
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*___ Strong Construction o2 S.Grace Neal W STARLA
Tl T AND RRIL CLAIMS %% j Aft KARLIS
A orney at Law REALTOR®
® 866-222-2311
Nelson Bran, Project Manager NEAL LEGAL, P.C.
Text: 626-695-0605 1005-A Southeast Pkwy, Azle, Texas 76020  817-845-3822
brannelson@yahoo.com ! starla karlis@winansbhg.com

Social Security Disability « Modifications « Divorces

www.strongconstr.com . . 1227 W. Magnolia Ave
. Enforcements « Custody  Child Support « Adoptions ’
Springtown, Texas ustody upPP P Ste 150, Fort Worth
God, work & family: these things are
indivisible and transparent in all we do. Tel: 817-237-4099 « Fax: 817-237-5462 « sgneal@neallegal.com ‘ NorthStar-Team.com

TRIPLE M STORM

N T Focs Esraiares
SHELTERS, LLC R fexas

Hardwood e Glass Tile

| Designer Tile ® Luxury Vinyl

®/7Like us on
cermrrrrryn | BB RER Fiooring i I £ acebook

817-475-2286 500B N. Stewart Ste.1, Azle | 5 2 AzleNews.net

A
info@triplemstormshelters.com 81 ?-752-206_5 :/ 3 Alle
www.TripleMStormShelters.com TexasDesignerFlooring.com -’ B A= News

Call us to ’@ HOGLE

TEL get your own great | |1 " Insurance Group  ¥1

il

RE smile started! o/ YA BT =
817-444-6389 =

Hogye Hogle
www.Hoglelnsurance.com
£ “Our Best Policy is Personal Service”

TEXAS SEMIS
i RVS

EQUIPMENT

Diesel & Auto PICKUPS
We Fov Everypthing! CARS

817-968-7867  ATVS

o ghaye Hogle
www.SmileGreat.com

912 Boyd Rd » 817-444-1763
96

@% AZLE AREA

% ¢> CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Motle ’s AUTOMOTIVE &
MOTORCYCLES
RATED FOR 22 YEARS

350 Members and growing! e — EAMILY OWNED AND OPE e er Counties
in, Suite 102 * 817-444- * jon for Tarran .

ﬁgfdg'_ﬁ':s‘ésgl:i _lggm F?, lldzy/;if*n 141;1121 @ STEVENS ~ commerciaL PHoToGRAPHY [l State Inspect:::v ol www_mot|eyaut0motlve(.;o7m

www.azlechamber.com 55 ‘ URUNE T i "w;m_3529 o §17-456-09
11312575820 rowprorovmapny [ 81740 "oy nam - 607"
,T Callrs * Trucks Cell: 817-307-2828 Ride with the #1 car insurer in TEXAS.
“ Trailers « Mowers i
(AL o iyt il Fax: 888-908-5987 ey Carter, gon

Equipment Proud to be a member of the 408 Boyd Ct.,
TIRE SERVICE Azle Area Chamber of Commerce L4 Azle, TX 76020

GREAT QUALITY SERVICE IN TWO LOCATIONS . . Bus: 817-444-1100

2613 E. 1st St. » Fort Worth

1010 Hwy. 199 E. * Springtown 252 West Main Street S -
817-220-7815 Suite E, Aze oo StateFarm

haley@haleycarter.com

Protect your world

Auto = Home » Life = Retirement

Amy Kaplan ChFC CLU, Agent
813 E. Hwy 199 Springtown, TX 76082
Bus: 817-220-5222
www.amykaplaninsurance.com

‘& StateFarm'

e
State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company P 0 B ox 528’ A

State Farm Indemnity Company

Y
0. xtrash.C
State Farm General Insurance Company ate

State Farm Fire and Casualty Company
Bloomington, IL * 1901155

= & I ®

Mares Insurance Group, Inc. »

1| 817-444-1491 @ A“State
- 208 W. Main St., Azle s e
¥ Call me today to
discuss your options.

AUTO « HOME « LIFE « RETIREMENT
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Did you get what you wanted for Christmas?

Christmas is a time of joy,
but amongst all the gifts,
food and family time, there
are parts that can be areal
challenge. Most of the chal-
lenge centers on gift giving
and gift receiving.

Times have changed.

Years ago, children would
spend hours looking through
the JCPenney, Sears or
Montgomery Ward catalogs,
searching for just the right
item to be added to their
Christmas list. Sometimes
we would mark the catalog,
or we handed the catalog to
Mom or Dad and pointed out
what Santa should bring us.
We never really figured out
exactly what telecommunica-
tions were necessary for Mom
and Dad to contact Santa, but
we were confident the mes-
sage would get through.

It took hours of time and
significant analysis for an
8-year-old to determine what
they wanted from the cata-
log. It was important not to

)

FROM MY FRONT PORCH

By Sam Houston

“squander” the opportunity
to receive a truly special gift.
The examination was me-
thodical, and sometimes frus-
trating getting the catalog
away from your brothers and
sisters.

Evidently the selection
process for gifts has been
changed here in the 21st cen-
tury, and significantly mod-
ernized. There is no more
looking through catalogs like
I did as a child, but there are
alternatives. More than one
person in my family sent a
link to an Amazon product
as something they wanted.
The process was easy and ef-
ficient, though it seemed to
lack the intimacy of spending

Sam Houston is a syndicated columnist and newspaper
executive. He is also an author, actor, playwright and
entertainment producer/promoter.

hours poring through a cata-
log. Maybe I am just being
nostalgic. After all, it is the
gift that counts, right?

Seems to me like children
receive a great many more
gifts than they did a genera-
tion ago. Do they appreciate
opening SO many presents?
Seems to me there was some-
thing glorious about select-
ing one or two presents and
hoping Santa would show up
on Christmas morning. The
entire week of Christmas I
would wonder if Santa would
bring what I had asked for. It
was all that was on my mind
and consumed my very being.
Do kids still have those sorts
of thoughts, or do they know

they are going to get almost
anything they want?

Of course, there is the frus-
tration of not knowing what
to get that someone in your
life who is difficult to buy
for. There are people who
have a Christmas list as long
as your leg, and it is easy to
select something for them.
Then there is the grandfa-
ther, or brother or whatever,
that simply goes and buys the
things they need, and does
not really consider someone
giving them a gift. I prob-
ably fall into that category. If
Idon’t need it, I really don’t
care to have it. I am fortunate,
because my family usually
comes up with something I
like, which I would never go
and buy for myself.

Then there are the gifts one
receives that are so crazy or
in such bad taste, that you
would never, ever use or wear
it. Some people simply have
poor judgement about what
to give, and others simply

do not put enough thought
into what gift might best suit
someone. Right now, I am
thinking about the fruitcake
a distant relative sends me
each year. It is like they fulfill
the obligation of sending a
gift, but whether I enjoy or
like the present, is immateri-
al. I send them Texas pecans
each year and for all I know
they may think my gift is as
bad as the fruitcake. But then
again, they live up north, so
what do they know about
anything? Who doesn’t like
Texas pecans?

I am not even going to get
into returning gifts to the
store, regifting presents to
another, or simply taking the
item and leaving it in the gift
box and sticking it in a closet.
These are all subjects for an-
other time, but surely issues
all of us have traversed in our
years of celebrations.

The worst thing at
Christmas must be giving a
small child a practical gift.

I know we all need new un-
derwear at one time or the
other, but no child wants to
get underwear or socks on
Christmas morning. Such
gifting should be criminal
and suffer the consequence
of eating the fruitcake I left in
my hall closet from last year’s
Christmas. Wait, that might
be defined as “cruel and un-
usual punishment.”

I hope you got what you
wanted on Christmas morn-
ing, and the items you gave
away were warmly received
by your family and friends.

I know I got all T ever want-
ed by being healthy, having
sweet family, friends and co-
workers, and able to say I live
in Texas. What gift is better
than that?

Thought for the day:
Christmas is the season when
you buy this year’s gifts with
next year’s money.

Until next time.

Obituaries

Sheryl Steele

1959 -

2022

Sheryl Lynn (Hammons)
Steele, 63, passed away on
December 20, 2022.

Sheryl was born in
Tahlequah, Oklahoma on
December 18, 1959. She at-
tended school in Lone Grove,
Oklahoma and soon after
moved to the Azle area,
where she maried Eric Steele
in Febuary 2000. They made
Azle their home for their
whole life together.

She is preceded in death
by her son, Jeremy Scott
Morris, and her father, Ledon
Hammons.

Sheryl is survived by her
husband, Eric Steele of Azle;
daughter, Erica Steele Ortega
of Roanoke and her four
children, Evan, Constance,
Isabella, and Jocelyn Ortega;
mother, Mentha Lee Cook of
Ardmore, Oklahoma; sisters,
LaVonna Hammons of Fort

Worth and Kelly Venable

of Stephenville; brothers,
John Lee Catron of Coweta,
Oklahoma and Craig Catron
of Ardmore, Oklahoma; and
several cousins, nieces, neph-
ews, and countless friends.

The Azle News,
Dec. 28, 2022 Edition

To place an obituary )

Call \

817-270-3340 iy

James R. Plowman
Norma Plowman
913 N. Elm St.
Weatherford, TX 76086

1-800-593-2747
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817-594-2747 » Fax 817-596-7803

www.galbreaithpickard.com

BY MADELYN EDWARDS
madelyn@azlenews.net

The Springtown ISD

ports related to security of

school buildings during the

December board meeting.
Superintendent Mike

that SISD is receiving about
$11,000 from the Silent
Panic Alarms Technology
grant program in Texas.
Student Services Director
Micheal Chavez said the
panic alarms for intruder
alerts will be able to be ac-
cessed via cell phones, and
a notification will be sent to
911. The program will have

assisting with school emer-
gency drills.

Kelley reported that em-
ployees from School Safety
Center came by Springtown
Intermediate School and
Springtown Elementary

School Board heard a few re-

Kelley told the school board

other uses as well, including

School to check whether
exterior and interior doors
were locked. SISD’s guide-
lines dictate that all interior
doors must be locked.

The School Safety Center

representative found that all

exterior doors at both cam-
puses were locked. All inte-
rior doors at the intermedi-
ate school were locked, and
only one door was unlocked
at Springtown Elementary,
Kelley said.

“Of all the doors they
checked, they found one
door, it was unlocked, and
there was a class going
on. There was a substitute
teacher inside, and she had
not locked the door,” he
said. “In that moment, that
door was unlocked and had
an intruder gotten past the
outside doors they could’ve
gone all the way down the
hall and found a door.”

Kelley said that because
that door was unlocked,

-
i
e
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Our family serving your family since 1908

Azle * Springtown ¢ Mineral Wells » Weatherford
817-444-3211 « www.whitesfuneral.com

Bob White,
Anita White
and Zack Bellenger

Full Service
Funeral Home

Cremation
Services

Pre-Need
Plans

SISD must develop a revi-

sion to its operations, which

will include training substi-
tutes to lock the doors.

To SISD staff’s credit,
Kelley said checking doors
to make sure they're locked
has become a regular habit
at the schools.

“Our administrators and
our (school resource of-
ficers) are checking doors

twice a day, sometimes four

times a day,” he said. “Our
exterior doors are locked.

We’re doing really well mon-

itoring that.”

School Board President
Rick Beall said checking in-
terior doors is “extremely
important.”

“We don’t have to have the

policy where our interior
doors are checked. We're
doing this because we want
a more rigorous safety pro-
gram,” Beall said. “We have

to be right 100% of the time,

and that’s the reason why

SISD board gets school security updates

we train. The bad guys only
have to be right once.”

More doors will be
checked by the School
Safety Center in January,
Kelley said.

Kelley also reviewed the
technology report that in-
cluded details about soft-
ware that can give easier ac-
cess to security camera feed
from cell phones, laptops or
desktops.

“This software that (Chief
Technology Officer) Mr.
(Robert) McHenry’s worked
on, it’s going to make it real-
ly easy for our principals to,
one, find old video or, two,
watch live video,” Kelley
said. “And if there were an
instance where we had to
follow somebody down a
hallway, we could just click
on the map.”

The software is ex-
pected to be tested out at
Springtown Middle School,
Kelley said.

¢ Airport Service
e Casino Trips

¢ Concerts

¢ Special Events

PC DIRECT LLC

Private Car Service

Azle, Fort Worth, and Surrounding Areas

970-744-9546 pedirectlic@gmail.com Q*::ﬁ

Old/New !!!
1 PAY CASH

NEED EXTRA CASH!!I???

| BUY RVs &
MOBILE HOMES

Travel Trailers « 5th Wheels
Goosenecks « Bumper Pulls

Anywhere in Texas!!! Any Condition!!!
Dirty or Clean !!!

956-466-7001

No Title — No Problem — We Can Apply For One
ANR Enterprises

Amy Kaplan cnrc cLu, agent
813 E. Hwy 199, Springtown, TX

817-220-5222

amykaplaninsurance.com
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HOGLEINSURANCE.COM

Albracht Harwood
Insurance Agency Inc.

120 S. Main St #4, Springtown, TX 76082
albrachtharwoodinsurance.com

(817) 220-4700
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e Life
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Springtown City Council updates zoning ordinance

BY MADELYN EDWARDS
madelyn@azlnews.net

Springtown has an up-
dated zoning ordinance,
and it calls for larger, more
spread-out homes in future
developments.

The Springtown City
Council approved updates to
the city’s zoning ordinance
at the December meeting.
The amendments included
an updated zoning map,
changes made to comply
with state law and codifying
previous ordinance updates,
among other changes.

In November, the city
council and the Planning

and Zoning Commission
heard about the proposed
changes during a presenta-
tion by Christopher Cha,
public infrastructure market
leader for the firm Pacheco
Koch. At that meeting, City
Administrator David Miller
said updates to the zoning
ordinance will not impact de-
velopments that were pend-
ing before the ordinance was
updated.

The P&Z previously rec-
ommended approval of
the changes to the zoning
ordinance.

The major changes ad-
just the residential zoning
districts and lock in the de-

sign of the square and the
oldtown area of the city, or
some of the neighborhoods
around North Main Street.
The oldtown area includes
single-family homes with a
minimum lot area of 12,500
square feet, a front yard set-
back of 35 feet, a side yard of
20 feet, arear yard of 30 feet
and minimum floor area of
1,800 square feet.

The changes made to
residential zoning categories
will increase setbacks and
minimum floor areas.

For Single-Family 1 zon-
ing, maximum lot coverage
would go up to 45% from
35%, and the minimum floor

area would be increased from
1,300 square feet to 1,550
square feet. Subdivisions on
land that is annexed into the
city will be assigned SF-1 as
the base zoning.

Single-Family 2 would in-
crease the side yards from
8 feet to 10 feet, the maxi-
mum lot coverage would
be raised to 50%, and the
minimum floor area would
go up from 1,100 square feet
to 1,350 square feet. During
the December P&Z meet-
ing, Administrative Services
Director Christina Derr not-
ed that SF-2 is the city’s most
popular zoning.

There isn’t any Single-

Family 3 zoning in the city,
but developers can request
SF-3 zoning. At the sug-
gestion of council member
Michele Chandler Kelley,
council voted to increase
SE-3 side yards to 10 feet in-
stead of 5 feet.

Derr said the zoning map
also currently doesn’t in-
clude any Single-Family
Estate zoning, but it can be
requested. In this zoning dis-
trict, the front yard and side
yard setbacks would each
increase by 5 feet, and the
minimum floor area would
move from 1,750 square feet
to 2,000 square feet.

The updates also include

arule that similar facades
can be no closer than four
homes away on each side
and houses adjacent to each
other must be significantly
different.

At the council meeting
on Dec. 15, Cha said town-
home and duplex zoning will
have more off-street park-
ing or multiple-car garages.
In manufactured housing
zoning, offsets increased in
the rear yard and front yard.
Multifamily zoning was clari-
fied on the maximum num-
ber of units it can have per
acre per story, increased rear
yard setback and increased
parking.

Winter storm called ‘once In a generation’

WINTER STORM CALLED ‘ONCE
IN A GENERATION’

An arctic storm that swept
through the state bringing
low temperatures and high
winds also affected rough-
ly two-thirds of the coun-
try’s population, accord-
ing to the National Weather
Service, bringing the coldest
Christmas in decades to parts
of the country.

The Dallas Morning News
reported around 190 mil-
lion people across the United
States were under some type
of winter weather advisory
starting last Thursday.

“This is quite the arctic cold
air outbreak,” said Hunter
Reeves, a meteorologist with
the National Weather Service
in Fort Worth. “This air has
been bottled up in Canada
and is letting loose, headed
straight south.”

The Electric Reliability
Council of Texas, which man-

CAPITAL HIGHLIGHTS

By Gary Borders

ages nearly all the state’s
electric grid, reported Friday
that grid conditions were
adequate to handle current
demand for power. ERCOT
is providing a dashboard
that monitors supply and de-
mand across the state. Texas
is coming up on the second
anniversary of Winter Storm
Uri, which resulted in power
outages throughout much
of the state and at least 137
deaths. The storm resulted in
several measures to improve
the grid’s reliability.
Temperatures in the latest
arctic storm were in single
digits Friday throughout

Ms. Fairy Dogmother

It's never too late to have the dog of your dreams!

e Private Dog Training
e Custom Pet Sitting

www.msfairydogmother.net
ann@msfairydogmother.net

Ann Coffey @ 817-668-6229

Gary Borders is a veteran award-winning Texas journalist.
He published a number of community newspapers in Texas
during a 30-year span, including in Longview,

Fort Stockton, Nacogdoches and Cedar Park.
gborders@texaspress.com.

much of the state.

STUDY ON ANTISEMITISM IN
TEXAS RELEASED

A committee established
by the 2021 Texas Legislature
has submitted its first study
on antisemitism in Texas,
laying out eight recommen-
dations to the state’s leaders
and lawmakers.

The Texas Holocaust,
Genocide, and Antisemitism
Advisory Commission
(THGAAC) report concludes
“antisemitic incidents have
grown more frequent and
extreme in Texas in recent
years,” reflecting a nation-

al and global trend. Five of
the recommendations can

be implemented directly by
the commission through

its ongoing advisory role to
universities, school districts,
government agencies and law
enforcement, largely through
training and outreach.

Three of the commission’s
recommendations require
legislative action in the up-
coming session:

- Creating a state-funded
security grant program to
help religious organizations,
schools and community cen-
ters harden their security
infrastructures.

- Prohibiting state-funded
colleges from implementing
academic boycotts, such as
those promoted through the
global Boycott, Divestment
and Sanctions (BDS)
movement.

Scheduling “listening
tours” for lawmakers to

GET READY FOR WINTER!:

ul fé«/g&’éf‘ff(

Heating Tuneups 55

Rir & Heat owner kenny Bates 817-361-3695

11345 FM 730N
Azle 817-696-6421

speak with THGAAC, local ed-

ucators and museum officials
to better understand their
needs around Holocaust and
antisemitism education.

SUSTAINABLY DISPOSE OF
CHRISTMAS TREES

For those who chose to buy
alive Christmas tree either
from one of the state’s 175
Christmas tree farms or re-
tail outlets, there are several
sustainable ways to dispose
of the tree once the holidays
have passed. The Texas A&M
Forest Service offers a num-
ber of alternatives to sending
the trees to landfills.

Real trees are biodegrad-
able, and many communities
have tree recycling programs.
Contact your local waste
management company for
information. Another pos-
sibility is mulching the tree
to provide insulation around
trees and garden plants.

Christmas trees also can

be used as pond and wildlife
habitat, providing a place for
aquatic species to flourish in
ponds and lakes. Trees can
also be placed in yards and
turned into bird habitats by
tying bird feed, orange slices
or popcorn to the branches.

COVID-19 CASES
RISE SLIGHTLY

The number of new
COVID-19 cases in Texas
during the past week rose
slightly to 31,169, with
120 deaths reported by the
Coronavirus Resource Center
at Johns Hopkins University.
The number of lab-confirmed
COVID-19 patient hospital-
izations also rose slightly to
2,327, according to the Texas
Department of State Health
Services.
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AIR DUCT CLEANING

Call Today For Your Appointment

817-444-8025

e Clean All
Supply Vents

e Sanitize
* Return Vents

Insurance Group
167 W. Main » 817-444-6389

.Shaye Hogle

www.Hoglelnsurance.com
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Motley’s

State Inspection

Automotive

e Tune-ups

e Diesel

e Suspension

« Computer Diagno
o A/C Repalr

e Brakes

« Emission Repairs
o Repair & Restore
Classic Cars

stics

1304 NW Pkwy (Hwy 199)

817-444-8529

817-456-0907

L I FE

AUTOMOTIVE &
MOTORCYCLES

Motorcycles

& ATVs

o Maintenanceé
& Repairs

PACKAGE
DROP OFF

/ STATION

¢ =3

m—
wisa

Motley’s

Automotive & Motorcycles

www.motleyautomotive.com
Monday - Friday 8:30 am - 6:00 pm

Swbseredbe locay!
817-220-7211

EdwardJones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

>edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Compare our CD Rates

1-year
4.65"

o APY'
Minimum deposit

$1,000.00

2-year
4.50%

L4 APY'
Minimum deposit

$1,000.00

3-year
4.15"

L4 APY'
Minimum deposit

$1,000.00

Financial Advisor

817-523-3196

Depository Trust Corp. (DTC.)

FDI-1867K-A© EDWARD D. JONES & CO., L.P., ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

Call or visit your local financial advisor today.

Carolyn Rocha, CFP’, AAMS’

| 825E. Hwy. 199, Suite 101 Springtown

“Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 12/21/2022. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-issued and
FDIC-insured up to $250,000 (principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per depositor, per insured
depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please visit www.fdic.gov or contact your
financial advisor for additional information. Subject to availability and price change. CD values are
subjectc to interest rate risk such that when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs
are sold prior to maturity, the investory can lose principal value. FDIC insuance does not cover losses
in market value. Early withdrawal may not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs
require the distribution of interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward
Jones are issued by banks and thrifts nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the

DOS GHILES

MEKIGAN RESTAURANT

Two Enchilada Dinners
& Two Drinks =°19

EVERY TUESDAY

e Open 7 Days

e Fast Friendly Service
¢ Fresh Homemade Food

425 W. Rock Island Ave.
Hwy 114, Boyd °

940-433-3322

Northwest
Phy5|cal Therapy

FREE CONSULTATIONS

« Sports, Stroke, Back
and Neck Rehab

+ Post Operation

+ Balance Training

+ Joint Replacement

+ Return to Work

PNC
Bank Northwest

Physical Therapy

TVION 0EL AL 180V =

408 Central Dr., Azle
817-444-8827

Next to the Drive-thru of PNC Bank
azlenwpt.com

MAS SALSA

«J

MEXII]AN RESTAURANT

Puro

Mal'garlta Special

Strawberry @ Peach ® Mango
Raspberry ® Wild Berry
Prickly Pear ® Sangria Swirl

Dos Equis ® Michelob Ultra

Happy Hour
Mon-Sat 4 pm - 8 pm
Dos Equis ® Corona ¢ Coors Lite

Lone Star ¢ Shiner ¢ Modelo

Monday - Saturday 11am-9pm
CLOSED SUNDAYS

5500 West Highway 199, Springtown
682-302-3555

07!

DRAFT BEER
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Springtown’s Dawson Doggett overcomes youth,
Injury to start on varsity basketball squad

BY JEFF PRINCE
Jeff@azlenews.net

awson Doggett is one of just four freshmen to earn
a spot on the Springtown Lady Porcupines varsity
girls basketball team, and she did it after overcom-
ing a major knee injury a year earlier.

“I haven’t done basketball
in a while, so I was kind of
nervous if I (would make var-
sity), but 'm glad I did,” she
said.

She not only made the
team, she worked her way
into the starting unit.

Doggett tore an anterior
cruciate ligament at the end
of basketball season in sev-
enth grade. She underwent
surgery and spent a year in
rehabilitation. By the time
her knee was healed, it was
time to begin ninth grade
volleyball.

A month ago, she began
reacclimating herself to the
basketball court.

“I came straight to basket-
ball right after volleyball,”
she said. “I couldn’t play bas-
ketball for the whole eighth
grade season.”

She feels fully recuper-
ated and ready to show off
her skills. She doesn’t think
about her knee anymore
while on court.

Both of her parents have
torn their ACLs in the past.
Her brother, Drake Doggett,
has torn both of his ACLs.
Everyone in the family
worked hard to overcome
their injuries by doing the
necessary lifting and stretch-
ing during the long months
of rehabilitation.

“When I got my surgery,
(my knee) was really weak at
first,” she said.

She attended physical
therapy three times a week,
worked with a trainer at
school and worked out in the
school weight room. Once
the knee was healed, she ap-
plied that same work ethic to
sports.

“I'work hard in practice
keeping up with the goals
that I have for myself and try

toward the basket.

to push and just be coach-
able,” she said.

The Lady Porcupines have
had trouble winning games
and making the playoffs in
recent years. Doggett hopes
to change that culture.

“We are a good team,” she
said. “Some things we could
work on, but other than that
we’ve made a lot of progress
this year. We have gained a
lot of confidence.”

She usually plays point
guard and shooting guard but
tends to move around.

“She can play every posi-
tion, and we’ve had her in
every position this year,” said
head coach Kyle Sivadon.
“She brings a lot of knowl-
edge. She played a whole lot
before her injury and has
alot of really good skills
and can do a lot of different
things for us. She’s getting
back into basketball shape
now. She is a great addition
to the team.”

Doggett plays with speed
and ferocity, running up
and down the court during
games, and playing offense
and defense with equal zeal.

“She scores a lot for us and
gets a lot of rebounds and
steals,” he said. “She is justa
good floor general and keeps
everybody positive and is a
fantastic teammate. I1ook
forward to having her for
four years.”

The coach and Doggett see
brighter days ahead. This
year’s team has won eight
games and is just halfway
through the season. Last
year’s team won just six
games during the full season.

“We are taking a lot of the
right steps, and Dawson is
one of the major reasons we
are able to do that,” Sivadon
said.

JEFF PRINCE | SPRINGTOWN EPIGRAPH

Dawson Doggett plows through a couple of opponents while driving

Springtown soccer
boys perfect skills
during scrimmages

BY JEFF PRINCE
Jeff@azlenews.net

The Springtown Porcupines
scored two quick goals af-
ter their Dec. 20 scrimmage
began with the Young Men’s
Leadership Academy.

One of the YMLA players
tried to bolster his team-
mates’ spirit by pointing to
the Springtown scoreboard
emblazoned with “Home of
the Porcupines.”

“They’re porcupines,” he
said with a laugh, as if to say,
“How tough can they be?”

After a couple of more
goals by Springtown, the
same kid looked at a team-
mate and said, “The porcu-
pines are pretty good.”

Injuries and illnesses had
depleted the other school’s
roster, so the Springtown
players didn’t celebrate
their lopsided victory much.
Neither team officially won
or lost — just young men
from two schools running
the pitch and having fun on a
December day. (Unofficially,
the Pines won 10-0.)

The Leadership Academy
“had probably half their team
out, so they kind of merged
their varsity and JV into one
team,” said Brian Maloney,
head coach of the Springtown
boys soccer team.

The Porcupines have
played well in three previ-
ous scrimmages but came up
short in each of the contests.
They lost to Stephenville
1-0, fell to Graham 2-0, and
tied Collegiate Academy of
Grapevine, a new team in
Springtown’s district.

“We got to get alook at
them and scout them a little
bit, they got to scout us a
little bit,” he said.

That game ended 0-0.

Two losses, a tie, and a
lopsided win against a mix-
ture of varsity and JV play-
ers might not sound great,
but the Springtown players
enjoyed each of those games
and learned lessons that will
carry over to future contests.

“It’s always fun for the boys
to play,” Maloney said. “This
is our first home game. We've
got some fans and support-
ers coming out to watch the
guys, and it’s a really relaxed
but focused atmosphere
where everybody is just try-
ing to get alittle better.”

This year’s team is led by
seniors - all eight of them.
Each senior was named cap-
tain for the season.

“We don’t really individu-
ally pick anyone out, but they
kind of come together as a

JEFF PRINCE | SPRINGTOWN EPIGRAPH

PLEASE SEE SOCCER | A11  Josue Anaya scores a goal against Young Men’s Leadership Academy on Dec. 20.
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Colton Halstead puts a firm hold on his opponent.

Springtown wrestling
team eying Azle dual
tournament

BY JEFF PRINCE
Jeff@azlenews.net

Springtown Porcupine
wrestlers will compete Friday
at an Azle district dual tour-
nament, and head coach
Sawyer Cooper is eager to see
his boys and girls scrapping
on the mat.

“I've been really proud of
them so far,” he said.

In mid-December, the
Porcupines wrestled at a
tournament at R.L. Turner
High School, and the boys
team placed fourth out of 18
schools.

Joseph Newman earned
first place. Jerimiah Duvall,
Grant Butler, Hunter Binz
and Christian Nolan earned
second places. Daniel Garcia-
Diaz placed third, and Dallin
Fabrizius took fourth.

For the girls, Evelyn Brown
earned second place.

Earlier in the month, the

team opened its season by
competing against larger

6A schools at a Colleyville
tournament. Cooper took 11
boys and Brown to compete
against bigger 6A varsity
schools.

“It was good competition,
and I was proud of how we
competed in our first time
out,” he said. “We definite-
ly have stuff to work on. I
was pleased where we were
for our first meet as long as
we can keep growing from
there.”

This year’s team boasts
six regional qualifiers from
last year, including Christian
Nolan at 215 pounds. The
heavyweight went 4-2 at the
team’s first tournament at
Colleyville and came close to
going 6-0. Both matches he
lost were by a single point.

“He wrestled really well,”
Cooper said.

Newman, another regional

qualifier last year, went 3-2 at
Colleyville and “looked really
good,” the coach said.

Binz also went 3-2.

“He’s really stepped up this
year as a junior,” Cooper said.
“He wrestled really well in his
matches.”

Butler is also enjoying a
strong start to the season.

“He’s done a good job be-
ing a leader for us,” Cooper
said. “He’s worked really hard
this spring and summer. He’s
looking good.”

Brown placed fifth at
Colleyville and second at
Turner and has blossomed on
the girls team.

“She has done a phenom-
enal job for those younger
girls, teaching them how
to be a wrestler, how to be
tough,” the coach said.

Springtown wrestler Daniel
Garcia-Diaz raises his arm after
winning a recent match.

JEFF PRINCE | SPRINGTOWN EPIGRAPH
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Springtown
Porcupines boys
basketball

JEFF PRINCE | SPRINGTOWN EPIGRAPH
Springtown senior Aaron Tidwell and the Porcupines basketball
team play their next game at 3:30 p.m. Jan. 3 at Sanger. The boys
begin district competition on Jan. 10 at Krum and host their first
home district contest Jan. 17 against Bridgeport.
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Cameron*“Camo” Gaston has returned to Springtown after spending his junior year at Weatherford JEFF PRINCE | SPRINGTOWN EPIGRAPH

High School. Brennan Smith attempts a goal during a recent contest.
s o C C E R transferred to Weatherford Porcupines are a good team, The game against Gaston shrugged off the technician.

High School in his junior he said. Leadership Academy was freezing weather. “I'will probably move
FROM PAGE A8 year. He returned home for “We obviously got stuff played on a bitterly cold “That’s the sport,” he said. ~ over to Weatherford and get

his senior year. to work on, but we have a night. Gaston and his team- “We signed up for it. It’s an apartment, but I'll stay

“I know everyone here,” he  good season ahead of us,” mates remained in their fun.” around here,” he said.
group to lead the team,” he said. “That’s the mainreason  he said. “We are usually al- shorts and thin jerseys and After he graduates from If things work out the way
said. I came back, to finish with ways the underdog in games, kept warm by being in con- high school, Gaston said he he hopes, he and his fellow
One of those seniors is the people I know.” butIlove it here. This is stant motion on the field or plans to enter the work- Porcupines will be kicking a

Cameron “Camo” Gaston. He The scoreboard doesn’t where Iwas born and raised. by wrapping themselvesina  force and perhaps work with  soccer ball in the postseason
grew up in Springtown but always show it, but the Everyone I know is here.” coat or blanket on the bench.  his father as an elevator for the first time in years.

THE AWARD-WINNING PRINT & ONLINE FAMILY FEATURE

n Find Kid Scoop on
Facebook

©2023 by Vicki Whiting, Editor  Jeff Schinkel, Graphics  Vol. 39, No.5

()ia scoon Togetner
Snowman Run

You choose one snowman. A family
member chooses the other. Who can race
through their maze to reach the scarffirst?

Kid Scoop Puzzier

Chill out while you find the two identical snowmen.

DRYINCICIES

I ENHERS CHOO Jope

Good question, Paula! Cold
fronts and warm fronts are
something meteorologists—
scientists who study the
weather—watch to make
predictions about the weather.

I’'m puzzled,
Dr. Cicle.
What are cold
fronts and
warm fronts?

Here’s how
meteorologists
show a cold
front on a map.

This is how
they show

Standards Link: Visual discrimination.

Doubiiey e Word Search

WEATHER Find the words in the puzzle.
How many of them can you
FRONTS

find on this page?
SYMBOLS
CONDENSES
STORMS
SNOWMEN

ERUTSIOM
SNOSD
TLALM

5]

Standards Link: Earth Science: Students
understand how to read a weather map.

Oh no! A cold wind
blew my display about
weather fronts all apart!

Luckily, I numbered each
sentence. Do the math
problem on each piece.
Then use the answers to
put the sentences in order
from the smallest number
to the largest.

The sun's heat warms the air.
Sowe parts of the world get
warner than ofhers, These
differences in Temperature make
Hhe air move, cavsing weather
1o change.

WARM
WATCH

OMORL
R CABH

Standards Link: Number Sense: Students compute sums and

differences, order numbers from least to greatest.

Help Paula Predict the Weather

Look at the two weather puzzles. Which town is most likely to have stormy weather? Use the cold front and

warm front symbols to help you predict.

Standards Link: Earth Science: Students understand that weather can be observed and predicted; different conditions affect different results.

Ty

Cool
Division
Search through
the newspaper
for the following
numbers:
* Numbers
divisible by 2
* Numbers
divisible by 3
* Numbers
divisible by 5

Number Sense:
Students know
rules of divisibility.

Standards Link:

MOISTURE
CHILL
COLD
MASS
LAST
LONG
PREDICT

S PAML
NEMWO
WTS AL

T a3 » £ mm R

S
E
S
N
E
D
N
0]
C

©w Z 4 O ~ U m & ©

C
0]
E
D
MWTTMO
Y
N
L

— »n » 4 Z O &

Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

FROM THE &<5ob LESS0N LIERARY

=

Weather Watchers

Look through the newspaper for three people
and/or companies who need to watch the weather
to make decisions. For example, outdoor games
can be canceled if the weather is bad. Tell how
the weather can affect each of the weather
watchers you selected.

Standards Link: Earth Science: Students know the effects of changes in the weather.

Write On!
(razy Weather

What would you do if it
started raining cats and dogs?

SNowMan B




THURSDAY, December 29, 2022

www.springtown-epigraph.net

Springtown Epigraph 11A

Azle — News

The =

Sprmgtnwn. 1 Epigraph
Springtown-Epigraph.net

TRINITY SELF
STORAGE

SECURITY GATE 24 HOUR ACCESS

Office next door at
" Trinity Commerical
Contractors

RV, Trailer
& Boat

200 Walnut Creek Ave.
817-444-8885

AIR CONDITIONING
& HEATING

817-220-4506

+=®
o - ‘
1825 W. Hwy. 199 | Springtown; TX 76082

i sl

TACLAD14745E

RRC#11349

Help readers find
, your Business.”

Your Ad Here!

Call Jessica to reserve this space.

817-270-3340

CLEANERS

“Serving Azle & The
Community Since 1986“

113 SPEER ST
817-444-4920

Thank you for your support!

Subscribe!

Pick your subscription:

[1*40
IN-COUNTY
Tarrant, Parker & Wise only

[1s25
ONLINE

[1:36.50

SENIOR CITIZEN
60 Years and Older
Tarrant, Parker & Wise only

[1*46.50
OUT OF COUNTY

Azle News

Springtown:.i", Epigraph
Azle News 817-270-3340
Springtown Epigraph 817-220-7217

APOSTOLIC

CORNERSTONE APOSTOLIC
CHURCH

1801 FM 730 N., Azle
817-400-0612

HARVEST TIME APOSTOLIC
1 Block N. FM 2048 in Keeter
817-433-8220

ASSEMBLY OF GOD

FIRST ASSEMBLY OF GOD
1020 S.E. Pkwy, Azle
817-237-4903

FELLOWSHIP OF LAKE WORTH
4024 Dakota Trail, Lake Worth
817-237-9433

NEW BEGINNINGS CHURCH
810 Goshen Rd, Springtown
817-523-4462

LEGACY CHURCH

Hwy. 199 W. at FM 2257, Ale
817-221-2983 / 817-221-5760
VICTORY CHRISTIAN CENTER
737 Boyd Rd., Azle
817-444-10VE

BAPTIST

ASH CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
300 South Stewart, Ale
817-444-3219

AGNES INDEPENDENT BAPTIST
350 Agnes N., Springtown
817-523-721

BETHEL MISSIONARY BAPTIST
408 S. Ash St., Springtown
817-220-4238

AZLE AVENUE BAPTIST
2901 Azle Ave., Fort Worth
817- 626-5556

BY THE WORD BAPTIST
West of FM 730 N. at sign, Briar
817-444-3484

CALVARY HEIGHTS BAPTIST
1 block off Hwy. 199,

east of David's Pafio,
Springtown, 817-221-2241
CENTRAL BAPTIST

4290 0ld Agnes Road
817-594-5918

CHURCH ON THE HILL

836 NW Parkway, Ale
817-444-3752

CHRISTWAY BAPTIST

7673 West Hwy. 199, Agnes
817-220-9133 or 817-220-3581

CLEAR FORK BAPTIST
Corner of FM 730 & Ragle Rd.,
Weatherford, 817-594-1154

EAGLE MOUNTAIN BAPTIST
8780 Eagle Mtn. Circle, Azle
817-237-4135

FIRST BAPTIST

CHURCH OF AZLE

1017 Boyd Road

817-444-4828

FIRST BAPTIST CASTLE HILLS
401 Beverly Rd., Azle
817-797-4706

FIRST BAPTIST LAKE WORTH
700 Charbonneau T,

west side of Effie Morris Elementary
817-237-2624

FIRST BAPTIST LAKESIDE
8801 Jackshoro Hwy., Lakeside
817-237-8113

FIRST BAPTIST COTTONDALE
1 block N. of FM 2123, Cottondale
940-433-5539

FIRST BAPTIST POOLVILLE

1 block W. of FM 920, Poolville
817-594-3916

FIRST BAPTIST SPRINGTOWN
5th & Main Street, Springtown
817-523-7011

FRIENDSHIP BAPTIST

801 Friendship Rd., 9% miles S. of
Springtown off Hwy. 51°.
817-594-5940 or 817-599-4917
FUNDAMENTAL BAPTIST

5th & Main in Springtown
817-523-5477

GRACE BAPTIST
3 miles N. of Springtown on Hwy.
51 across from Radio Tower

GRACE POINTE CHURCH
4110 E. Hwy. 199, Springtown
817-221-5683

HERITAGE BAPTIST CHURCH
3577 EM 51 N., Weatherford
817-564-3946

IGLESIA BAUTISTA

Nueva Jerusalen

6640 Midway Rd., Springtown
817-694-0444

INDIAN OAKS PRIMITIVE
BAPTIST CHURCH

3229 Shawnee Trail, Lake Worth
817-237-8441

LAKE WORTH BAPTIST
4445 Hodgkins, Lake Worth
817-237-4163
METROPOLITAN BAPTIST
6051 Azle Ave., Fort Worth
817-237-2201

NEW HOPE BAPTIST

782 New Hope Rd., Reno area
817-221-2184

NORTHWEST BAPTIST

5500 Boat Club Rd., Lake Worth
817-237-6063 or 817-270-8476

SILVER CREEK BAPTIST

730 S. & Veal Station Rd,, Azle
817-444-2325

NEW BEGINNINGS

BAPTIST CHURCH

3605 Jackshoro Hwy., Azle
817-707-2741

PLEASANT GROVE BAPTIST
FM 2048 and CR 4677, Boyd
940-433-5477

PRIMERA IGLESIA BAUTISTA
300S. Stewart, Azle
817-500-3641

SPRINGTOWN

BAPTIST TEMPLE

201 ). E. Woody Rd., Springtown
817-523-0376

UNION BAPTIST CHURCH
3451 Sarra Lane, Springtown
682-333-1645

WALNUT CREEK BAPTIST
220 W. Reno Rd. in Reno
817-21-2110

BIBLE

COMMUNITY BIBLE
FELLOWSHIP

1405 Reynolds Rd., Reno
817-521-4510

NORTHWEST BIBLE CHURCH
5025 Jacksboro Hwy., Fort Worth
817-624-111

SOLID ROCK BIBLE CHURCH
591°S. Reno Rd., Springtown
817-221-3444

CATHOLIC

HOLY TRINITY CATHOLIC
800 High Crest Dr., Azle
817-444-3063

CHRISTIAN

THE CHURCH AT AZLE

1801 S. Stewart, Azle
817-444-9973

AZLE CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
35 West Forty Estates., Azle
817-688-3339

GREATER VISION FELLOWSHIP
1801 S. Stewart St., Azle
817-825-0485

THE ABBEY CHURCH

10400 Juckshoro Hwy., Azle
817-238-1404

CROSSING FELLOWSHIP

120 E. Main St., Azle
817-406-4577

CHURCH OF CHRIST
AZLE CHURCH of CHRIST
336 NW Parkway
817-444-3268

BRIAR CHURCH of CHRIST
109 W.N. Woody Rd.

(% block west of FM 730 N. in Briar)
817-444-7102

HILLTOP FAMILY CHURCH |

1227 Old Cottondale ® 817-220-7177

“Caring about what Jesus

cares about...

Youl”

MIDWAY CHURCH of CHRIST
6400 Midway Rd.

817-221-2107

NEWSOME MOUND ROAD
CHURCH of CHRIST

1460 Newsome Mound Rd.
817-677-3290

NORTHWEST

CHURCH of CHRIST
6059 Azle Ave., Fort Worth
817-237-1205

POOLVILLE CHURCH of CHRIST
West of FM 920 in Poolville
817-594-4182

SOUTHSIDE

CHURCH of CHRIST

130 W. Bradshaw Lane, Springtown
817-221-2799

SPRINGTOWN

CHURCH of CHRIST

Just west of Hwy. 51 North
817-523-4419

TRI-COUNTY

CHURCH of CHRIST

525 Hwy. 199 W,, Springtown
817-980-8156

CHURCH OF GOD
ABUNDANT LIFE

CHURCH of GOD

4800 East Hwy. 199, Suite 7
Springtown, 817-677-3208
LAKESIDE CHURCH OF GOD
THE WORD@LAKESIDE

9396 Confederate Park Rd.

(FM 1886)

817-237-5500

DISCIPLES OF CHRIST

AZLE CHRISTIAN
117 Church St., Azle
817-444-3527

CENTRAL CHRISTIAN

1602 S. Main St., Weatherford
817-594-3043

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
4th & Main, Paradise
EPISCOPAL

ST. ANNE’S

ANGLICAN EPISCOPAL
6055 Azle Ave., Fort Worth
817-237-1888

PROVIDENCE REFORMED
EPISCOPAL

405 Bowie Dr., Weatherford
817-596-7476

ST. ELISABETH EPISCOPAL
5910 Black Oak Lane, River Oaks
817-739-0504

GOSPEL

CENTRAL FULL GOSPEL
FELLOWSHIP

3009 Delaware Tr., Lake Worth
817-237-7919

JEHOVAH'S WITNESSES

KINGDOM HALL OF
JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES
212 Pearson Lane, Azle
817-221-2242

LUTHERAN

THE EDGE CHURCH - AZLE
1313 SE Parkway, Azle
817-237-4822

HOPE LUTHERAN (ELCA)
4795 Hwy. 199, Reno
817-221-HOPE
METHODIST

BOYD UNITED METHODIST
FM 730 North in Boyd
940-433-5334

FIRST UNITED METHODIST
200 Church St., Azle
817-444-3323

LIGHTHOUSE FELLOWSHIP
7200 Robertson Rd., Fort Worth
817-237-2758

SILVER CREEK

UNITED METHODIST

2200 Church Rd,, Azle
817-444-1382

FIRST UNITED METHODIST
Hwy. 51 N & 3rd Street, Springtown
817-523-7874

GARVIN UNITED METHODIST
3 miles West of Boyd on C.R. 4699
POOLVILLE UNITED METHODIST
1 block W. of FM 920

(behind Poolville Post Office)
817-599-3601

This devotional and directory is made possible by these businesses who encourage all of us to attena worship services.
THE CHURCH OF JESUS

CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

(THE MORMONS)

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

1010 Timberoaks, Azle
817-237-5075
PENTECOSTAL

GRACE CHAPEL UNITED
PENTECOSTAL CHURCH

3508 Shawnee Trail, Lake Worth
817-237-4844
PRESBYTERIAN

GRACE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
606 Mockingbird Lane, Weatherford
817-594-2744

ORTHODOX PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH OF FORT WORTH
Meeting at Northwest YMCA

5315 Boat Club Road, Fort Worth
817-989-9800

ORTHODOX

ARCHANGEL GABRIEL
ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN CHURCH
1157 . E. Parkway (Jackshoro
Highway), Azle

817-752-8255

OTHER

ALIENTO DE DIOS

2233 E. Hwy 199, Springtown
817-521-4694

THE CHURCH IN PEASTER
www.thechurchinpeaster.org

817-596-8805

CORNERSTONE

COMMUNITY CHURCH

2233 Hwy 199 East, Springtown
817-221-LIFE (5433)

FAMILY CHURCH

9 miles S. of Springtown on Hwy. 51
817-599-7655

GRACE FELLOWSHIP CHURCH
2964 W. Hwy 114, Paradise
940-969-2427

HILLTOP FAMILY CHURCH
1227 0ld Cottondale Road,
Springtown, 817-220-7177

THE HOUSE OF PRAYER

1356 Reno Rd., Springtown
817-221-2551

POWERHOUSE

OF PRAISE CHURCH

1649 S.E. Parkway, Azle
817-319-7364

BRANDED CROSS

COWBOY CHURCH

3282 FM 2048, Boyd 76023
817-755-7021

SECRET PLACE MINISTRIES
112 Optimist Rd., Springtown
682-229-1433

GOSPEL GATHERING FELLOWSHIP
7315 Silver Creek Rd

at Flatrock Rd, Azle

817-313-1793

LIGHTHOUSE CHURCH

6409 FM730S., Azle
817-444-4311

LIGHTHOUSE HARBOR CHURCH
1960 Long Circle, Pelican Bay
817-444-3547

NEW LIGHTED WAY

624 Harbor Dr. Circle, Azle
817-444-1577

NORTHWEST TEMPLE OF PRAISE
6781 Jackshoro Hwy., Lake Worth
PRECIOUS FAITH

TEMPLE CHURCH

8601 Hwy. 199 @ Vance Godbey's
THE HOUSE OF PRAYER

1356 Reno Rd., Springtown
817-221-2551

THE RANCH COWBOY
COUNTRY CHURCH

14600 FM 730 North, Azle (Briar)
817-909-5627

REAL FAMILY FELLOWSHIP
202 Pearson Lane, Azle
817-677-5963

SOULS HARBOR

11701 Jackshoro Hwy., Azle
817-726-2065

WESTERN HARVEST
FELLOWSHIP CENTER

6577 0ld Springtown Rd.,
Weatherford

817-523-2855 or 817-995-9087
SHEPHERD’S HEART CHURCH
14435 FM 730 N o Azle
817-444-7777

WESTERN STAR COWBOY CHURCH
790 (R 3696 * Paradise 76073
817-688-6887

Clarks Precision Machine & Tool
636 Profit St., Azle, Tx

45 Years of Quality

1SO 9001:2001 Compliant Phone 817-444-2533
Check us out on our web site B.J. Clark
www.clarksmachine.com bjc@clarksmachine.com

Subscrlbe today to keep up-to-date
Azle News: 817-270-3340

Springtown Epigraph: 817-220-7217

Celebrating over 35 years in business

CLINIC
811- Rodney Gatlin, D.C. __
444-HELP (4357) ~ sooBoyacout (T,

www.azlechiropractic.com _i1/|

Les ‘&ﬁ@ %&E

@g// your busmess

noticed!

817227023340
(CallJessicaftolreserve]thisfspace?

Want readers to

IND
you?

Place your ad here!

Call
817-270-3340

Wg g
rare. g

Place your ad
here today!

’ 817-270-3340
- or 817-220-7217

bl

TRI-COUNTY

i@kjgg;}‘ Electric Cooperative, Inc.

' et ey s e K *a Tepamirnent o Servine and Savings”

Actively Supporting our
Communities!

Keds e Gowbisy Eou # e
Mmeaz-san | wewhscadeomezn | Teezodc @] 250 g

Lge  Call Jessica
?m\\\‘{,“&“&‘ for detuails

Contact us for details.

817-270-3340
or 817-220-7217

Compliments of

Rural Gas Supply

PROPAN E 120w.manst.

817-444-4613

“In business since 1946”

Your Ad

He'e‘ Newspaper

‘“‘“" Advertising

,
\ - Works!

Call Jessica for details TODAY

817-270-3340

<

=

L L. A
A RETIREMENT AND ASSISTED LIVING COMMUNITY
113 Denver Trail ® Azle
817-444-3249 Fax 817-444-3275
www.eaglecrestvilla.com

STUDIO - 1 bath , 350 sq. ft.

ONE BEDROOM - 1 bath, 450 sq. ft
TWO BEDROOM - 1 bath, 642 sq. ft.

0¢ Rider

ropane, Inc.

PROPANE
TANK)

817-237-3325

Clner fom iy serving vaur family sinoe [S908

Bob Whire,

Anila Wiile

and Zock Bellenger
Full Service
Faneral Home

Cremation Services

Pre-Need Plans

Azle * Springtown
Mineral Wells * Weatherford
S17-444-3211 » www. whitesluneral.com

Advertise Your
Business With Us

and maximize your visibility!

Contact us about advertising solutions.

817-270-3340
817-220-7217
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CLASSIFIED

817-270-3340 - A1zle -
817-220-7217 - Springtown -

kimmy@azlenews.net

Ad Classifications

1. .. Air Condition/Heating 24
e — Antiques  25....
...... Appliances

............ Arts/Crafts 27.....

.......... Auctions

.. Electrician
... Equipment &

.Appliance Repair 26 .........c.......
...... Exterminating

Tool Rental

48... Maintenance/Repairs
Excavating 49..... Masonry/Stonework
50... Mobile Home Service
Asphalt Paving 28 .......... Farm Equipment  51......cccouneens Motorcycles 74

Fencing 52 Movers

.................. Autos, Trucks

9....... Auto Repair Service Free 54 Music Lessons
[ JS— Backhoe Service 32 .....cooeenreenee For Sale 55......ccoueen. Miscellaneous
L ) P Boats, Motors Furniture 56 Party Planning/Events
12.... ...Bookkeeping Garage & 57..ccnne Pets/Livestock
) < —— Business Estate Sales 58..... ..Piano Service

Opportunity 35 ....Garden/Mowing Svc  59.....
L [ — Campers/Trailers  36.......ccoueuunee
| LT Carports/Patios  37........ceeueunne

16......... Equipment Repair 38.....

| [ F— Carpet Service 39 ....ccevuues
L1 Catering 40 ....Home Improvement 63.....

19.... ..Cement Work 41 ............ House Leveling 64..... ... Photography

| S Demolition 42............ House Cleaning 65.........ceuuuuusirunns Printing 86
21.... ... Child Care  43......ccoevrrnurrrrennns Hunting  66.......coceeveuururuncnnns Roofing 87
22, Cosmetics 44..........Janitorial Service 67..... ... Recycling 88
23.....Computers/Services 45.......unnunne. Job Wanted 68...........oecuniunnenne Storage 89

........ Hauling 60..................Professional
............... Hay Services
.Health/Fitness 61......cc.coreururnnes Personal 84,
Help Wanted 62.....

....Pool Service

... Plumbing

..... ... Tractor Service

Firewood 53.....Musical Instruments 76......... Vacuum Cleaners

...Public Notice 85

...... Mobile Home/RV Lots
............. Rent Furnished
......... Rent Unfurnished

RATES

16 Words or Less:

Combo (Azle & Springtown)
Only $10.00 per week!

... Sand/Gravel
...Septic Tanks
ing/Alterations
Sewer Service
.............. TV/Radio

Upholstery

................. Wanted
...Well Drilling Over 16 words, add 20 cents per word

........... Welding
.Lots/Acreage Extras such as Bold, Center & Border

..................... Business &

Commercial Property are available for a small fee
RV’s for Rent

.. Houses for Sale

................ Mobile Homes Classified boxed display ads also
for Rent . .

________________ Mobile Homes available for $9.00 per column inch
for Sale

you have previously established credit)
............ Wanted to Rent

006 Asphalt Paving @ 024 Electrician [ 039 Help Wanted

BYRUM CONSTRUCTION
Asphalt Paving
«Driveways «Parking Lots
«Asphalt Repairs & Sealcoating
«Asphalt Millings «Gravel

Bruce B
Bruce Byrum  §17-690-2429

014 Campers & Trailers

New 7 ft Marston Caternia
Pool Table. Teflon coated
cloth and accessories.
MSRP $3699. Sale for $2300
including free delivery and
installation.

Call 817-444-7021.

017 Carpet Service

Alexander

Carpet Care
INSURED

817-914-2822

CARPET CLEANING

Cement Work

019

Allen Chesney Concrete
All Types of Concrete Work
Residential - Commercial
Foundations, driveways,
sand, gravel, demolition,
haul-off, retaining walls
817-271-4541

Kiley Chesney Construction

@Din & Concrete Work ﬁ‘?‘?‘ﬁ&g

Driveways ¢ House Slabs ¢ Garages * Add-ons
Small Land Clean-ups * Gravel Driveways
Kiley Chesney, Owner

Springtown, TX ¢ Mobile 817-846-6645

020 Demolition

MCNEELY’S
DEMOLITION &
CLEAN UP SERVICE

We Create Vacancy

efear Down eBarns

eRemoval  eHouses
eHaul Off  eBobcat
e\Mobile Service
Homes  eDirt/Gravel
e(Garages Spreading
FREE ESTIMATES

817-996-7887

253 Eagles Way, Springtown

E-Conn Electric

Service, Remodel, New Construction
Insured/BBB Accredited

817-615-7164

Customer Satisfaction is our Goal!
C/C ACCEPTED TECL20470

Property owner needs part time
weekend help working on some
of my DIY projects. | need a
second person to help me with
everything from fixing fences,
building a couple of metal
storage buildings, to pouring
concrete floors and sidewalks,
etc, in addition to refurbishing
a mobile home | have on my
back lot. You just need basic
mechanical skills and can learn
as you go. Call Mark 817-300-
4204.

Excavating
REED EXCAVATING

* SITE PREPARATION * GRAVEL ROADS
*LOT CLEARING * PARKING LOTS
¢ LEVELING * DEMOLITION

* FINAL GRADE * STOCK TANKS

* LAND EROSION

Dump Truck Hauling 81 1-91 9-3696

ALL TYPES OF EXCAVATING
Tanks ¢ House Pads ¢ Clearing

Y EXCAVgy,
O Ao
m lsqa{\d-‘l'.o.p Soil-Grag:l

817-523-7248 » 817-239-6215

029 Fencing

BOBBY’S FENCE. All types,
Free Estimates, Over 26 years
experience. 817-444-3213.

KILEY CHESNEY
CONSTRUCTION
All Types Fences - Tractor Work
817-846-6645

030 Firewood

$150 Half cord, delivered and
stacked. Call 817-689-2424.

032 For Sale

s O L o

Radial Saw pulled from
storage. One owner. Used
for crafts. Need to sell.
Make an offer.
817-999-6736

035 Garden/Mowing Service

McDowell Lawn Service

Mowing, edging, flower beds,
fertilizer, tree trimming,residential
or business. Weekly or bi-weekly.
817-437-9100

024 Electrician

BULLDAWG ELECTRIC CO.

All types of electrical services
and MH hook-ups.

Free Estimates. 817-675-4921

www.bulldawgelectric.com.
TECL#25253.

PLACE AN AD IN THE
CLASSIFIEDS TODAY!
817-270-3340

IRRIGATION
REPAIR
Residential/Commercial

License# L1007825
$85 Service Call

OUTDOOR SCENE
682-553-1560

035 Garden/Mowing Service

ER Ghad's Tree Sesice

Trimming « Removals « Stump Grinding
Systemic Feeding « Brush Chipping « Cable Bracing

817-221-2201 « 817-246-5943
817-800-6059 cri.

Insured for your protection

([STUMP GRINDING) L&

Don’t dig it! Grind it!
1 or 100 - We can do it.
$85 minimum within 5 mi.

\_817-237-5592

Help Wanted

Azle ISD is currently accepting
applications for the Azle High
School evening custodial
positions. Experience helpful, but
not necessary.

Starting pay is $13.00-$16.00
per hr. depending on experience.
There are additional custodial
positions open at several other
campuses.

Apply online at www.azleisd.net

039 Help Wanted

Springtown ISD is accepting
applications for Bus Drivers and

(All ads must be paid in advance unless

CLASSIFIED
AD DEADLINE:
1:00 PM FRIDAY

Most ads require payment in
advance, but we do accept VISA,

DISCOWER l

|
]

TR

MASTERCARD, DISCOVER OR o
AMERICAN EXPRESS by phone. | VZSA | |+ & J

Reach more than 8,000 households with combo
advertising in the Azle News and the Springtown Epigraph.

Nobady does it better!

0 Help Wanted

Monitors. Training available.
Contact the Transportation Dept.

P/T office position available at
817-220-1418.

Springtown Epigraph, three days
a week, will train the right person.
Send resume’ to Kim Ware at
publisher@azlenews.net.

MAINSTREAM group homes are
hiring for FT/PT direct care staff.
Weekday 3:30pm-8:30am shifts

as well as 24-hour weekend
shifts. Work 2 days a week, get
paid to sleep, and have a full-
time job! Paid training, benefits,
bonuses, and OT opportunities.
Start $9.00/hr with quick
advancement possible. Call

R&E Construction is looking for
experienced metal building and
experienced welding help, call
Rodney at 817-253-1614.

817-270-2747, Monday-Friday,
9am-3pm.

WANTED

searching for a full-time dual

role position of Ordinance Labor/Person
Enforcement/Animal Control. Gene Thompson & Associates
The Ordinance Enforcement/ 81 7_246_4646

Animal Control performs a

KARLIKLEMENT

LUBE TECH
Experience a plus, but willing to train the right person. Must have valid
TXDL with acceptable driving record. Must be responsible and depend-
able. Monday thru Friday work week

BODY SHOP PORTER

Performs duties throughout the Body Shop. Must be responsible, dependable and
have a valid TXDL. Monday to Friday work week.

CUSTODIAN

Performs custodial tasks throughout the building. Position can be full-time or
part-time

PORTER/MAKE-READY ASSOCIATE

Duties include, but are not limited to cleaning vehicles, running errands, test
driving vehicles, receiving, arranging and maintaining the appearance of vehicles
and ensuring the orderliness of the lot. Monday through Friday; No weekends!

JUNIOR BODY SHOP ESTIMATOR TRAINEE

Our Team offers impeccable service to the people we serve. Our employees,
our customers, and our community are our most valuable assets. As a Junior
Estimator, you will learn and participate in developing a proper repair plan for
each vehicle; prepare estimates in accordance with Insurance Partners and
Company guidelines; maintain and execute timely schedules before, during, and
after repair completion; and communicate timely and efficiently with Customers,
Partners, and Vendors.

Candidates must have excellent communication & customer service skills with a
positive and friendly attitude. Basic computer proficiency with the ability to learn
new technology, repair and service procedures.

8 KLEMENT

[ F-T . et T e By :"L’!

Service Technicians
HIRING BONUS available for all skill levels! Seeking ALL LEVEL
of Service Technicians; Lube Tech’s to Master! Be part of our
GROWING TEAM and advance within our Service Department as
we offer a Competitive Salary with a full line of Benefits, includ-
ing 401K. Mon-Fri, 5-day work week with paid vacation, training
& holidays! Up To $5,000 Hiring Bonus for Skilled Technicians!

KLEMENT DISTRIBUTION, INC.

(Hershey Ice Cream Distributor)

Route Driver
No CDL required, but must have valid TXDL with acceptable driv-
ing record. Monday through Friday with Flexible time-off sched-
ules, often 3-day weekends during summer months. Fun work
environment! Promote from within advancement opportunities.
***$1,000.00 SIGN ON BONUS***

Karl Klement Properties, Inc.
No Positions Available at this Time

For consideration of all positions apply in person:
605 N. Business 287, Suite 102, Decatur, Texas
OR CALL Human Resources Dept:

Jodi Pettis or Lara Lancaster
@ 940-627-6362 | hr.info@klementford.com

All full-time positions offer growth opportunities & a full benefits package including
Medical, Dental, Vision, Life, 401(k) & more. EEOC Klement Distribution, Inc.

variety of technical duties in
support of the City’s local

code enforcement program;
monitors and enforces a variety
of applicable ordinances,

codes, and regulations related

to zoning, land use, nuisance
housing, building codes, health
and safety, and other matters

of public concern; and serves

as a resource and provides
information on City regulations
to property owners, residents,
and the general public and other
City departments and divisions.
Performs a variety of duties
involved in enforcing City and
state laws governing the care
and upkeep of animals in the City
and to impound care for, and
dispose of animals. Pay is $15/
hour. For a copy of the complete
job requirements and any
information, please email Cynthia
at cdaniels@cityofpelicanbay.
com.

Find Your

New
Best Friend
in the
Classifieds!

Ash Creek Baptist Church is now
accepting applications for the
tull time position of

Receptionist/Music Secretary
Stop by the church office to pick up an
application between
8:30 - 4:30 then return it to the
office for Dr. Larry Lormand.

Ash Creek Baptist Church

300 S. Stewart St
Azle, TX 76020
817 444-3219

www.azlenews.net

wWwWw.springtown g
-epigraph.net <

> Shopping Local Helps
+, your Community

=
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817-270-3340 - Anix

817-220-7217 - SPRINGTOWN

Deadline;
1:00 PM FRIDAY

Classifieds

039

Help Wanted | 066 Roofing | 086 Mobile Home/RV Lots

LINDSEY STATE JAIL CURRENT OPENINGS

Correctional Officers e Assistant Foodservice Manager
Education Counselor  Academic Instructor
Human Resource Supervisor
Assistant Maintenance Supervisor - Electrician
PLEASE CHECK THE WEBSITE FOR JOB QUALIFICATIONS.

A New Correctional Officer Pay Increase will be as follows — Starting pay will be $18.00 dollars per
hour. After Six months’ there will be a pay increase to $19.00 per hour and at one year there will be
another pay increase to $20.00 per hour. Must have HS Diploma or equivalent, be able to pass a drug
screen, have a clean background, and valid driver’s license to be considered for a Correctional Officer.
Apply online at www.mtctrains.com or
call 940-567-2272 and ask for the HR Department.

Management & Training Corporation is an Equal Opportunity Employer: Minority/Female/Veteran/Disabled

040 Home Improvement [ 062 Plumbing | 068

LANDERS

BILL ROSSER PAINTING &
REMODELING. Big Savings:
$100 off any job of $1,000

or more. Painting, Carpentry,
Porch Covers, Decks. FREE
ESTIMATES. Call 817-304-9974;
866-374-3559.

PYRAMID REMODELING.
PAINTING: Interior, Exterior,

Tape & Bed, Texture, Popcorn
Ceilings. FREE ESTIMATES. 817-
944-7658.

Plumbing Co.
940-233-2862

M-10078

Devin’s Handyman Service

e Carpentry e Insulation FALL

e Cement e Kitchen/ SPECIAL

* Rock Bath 20% OFF | 3~
e Granite e Seamless with 755 YA
* Tile Gutters this ad! 3

¢ Painting ¢ Powerwashing e n

« Siding e Decks 25

Call Devin at 817-629-960 |

046 Looking to Buy [ 062 Plumbing

PR3] |  GRAHAM
PLUMBING CO.

JIMMY DAN

¢ Used/Damaged
Campers

¢ Motorhomes

¢ Farm Equipment

¢ Trucks And Trailers
¢ Horse Trailers

* Boats

e Golf Carts

¢ Propane Tanks

¢ Fork Lifts

¢ Heavy Equipment

e ATVs ¢ Misc.

817-629-7531

Commercial-Residential
Serving Springtown,
Azle, Boyd,
Weatherford Area
M#15899

817-220-2469

grahamplumbingco.com

066 Roofing

Miles Roofing

e Insurance Claim

049 Masonry/Stonework Specialists;
e Free Estimates
ilva
Masonry,.c
CONCRETE

COMMERCIAL * RESIDENTIAL
Landscape Designs, Outdoor Kitchens

Patios, Retaining Walls, Mailboxes ROOFING & METAL
All Types Stone & Brick Work ~ F i
New Construction ® Remodels ES“I?:TGS BUILDINGS :=

817-308-6512 817-304-4224
email alvarogsilva@verizon.net
Tired of always
051 Motorcycles replacing your roof?
Call us for a
metal roof quote.

We’'e be here

abten the storun.

EXPERIENCED
ROOFING SPECIALIST

FREE ROOF INSPECTIONS

Insurance Claims, Licensed Local Business 34 Yrs

ECE CONSTRUCTION LLC
cell 817-615-7164 | office 817-831-2600

Storage

INNERSPACE STORAGE. Hwy
199, Springtown. Now renting all
unit sizes, 24-hour access. 682-
842-1414.

STORAGE SPECIAL
10X10 $60/MONTH-NO DEPOSIT

1350 LIBERTY SCHOOL RD, AZLE
5X10 $45/MONTH $20/DEPOSIT

817-246-4646

Ash Creek
Storage

Need to sell your car?
Call today and ask
about our $29.95
3-MONTH SPECIAL!

Azle News 817-270-3340
Springtown Epigraph

Flttten “hendory

MOBILE HOME COMMUNITY

Community Location: 6501 W. Hwy 199, Springtown

Brand New 3/2 Mobile Homes,

many to choose from - 1216 S.F.
For Rent or Rent to Own Programs Available $1600/mo

Contact Daryl 817-846-5997

POJO RV PARK

AZLE OAKS
APARTMENT

302 Allison Road
Springtown, TX 76082

817-925-3673

ooooooooooooooooooo

30x60 RV Spaces
Available

One small inside pet allowed

ooooooooooooooooooo

NEAR POJO STADIUM

817-220-7217

087

Rent Furnished

3/2/1 brick house in Azle for
$1650 per month and a $1650
deposit. Background/credit
check $40 per person. 817-980-
3066

088

Rent Unfurnished

Convenient Location

069 Sand/Gravel

: Corner of Main St. & Locust ¢ Azle

817-444-3292

3-2 Duplex for Rent in
Springtown. $1,200/mo. $600
deposit, no pets. 817-980-3066.

2BR 2BA in Springtown. $950/
mo $950 security. 817-220-4095.

079 Welding

Di
U R7 g
Quality Qﬁ-

Family Business -

Since 1938
jany
waeling i 4

N
oy
<

SENS

Cliff Hall

(817) 221-2681

We go the extra mile to ensure
you get more for your $.
On House Pads, Driveways,
Lot Clearing & Tractor Work, Etc.

Welding

Metal Building Erectors
e Pre-enginered Weld-up
» Barns/Shops
* Arenas/Hangars
* Fencing

1220 E. Hwy. 199 ¢ Springtown
817-220-2150
www.weld-done.net

Oun Business o Wetal Budldinge
- Aud We'ne Good!
DESIGN FABRICATION ERECTION

(‘)0113"t METAL
BUILDING SYSTEMS

Fabrication and erection of quality
metal buildings at reasonable prices,
any size - any design

one. 817-237-2282
Fax 817-237-0904

Mark Cozart Jeremy Cozart

817-233-6668 817-237-2028

2001 American Iron Horse
Ranger. 113 cubic inch
S&S Engine. Lots of extras.
$10,000. Negotiable.

Call Leslie 682-552-9711.

DIAMOND

U.S. Army Retired-but not tired!
Careful moving-Cheap.
Call Big Jim @ 817-237-5151.

AN e
ROOF]]‘ICI\B/

& CONSTRUCTION

417 N. MAIN ST * SPRINGTOWN

817-523-4137 = ¢

e Metal Roofing

e Carports

o Metal Buildings

o All General
Contracting

Hryirif N T
B o M

057 Pets/Livestock

Will pay top dollar for grazing
and hay leases. Call 940-389-
1936.

HORSE SALE
January 6th, 2023

Tack Sale Begins at 6:00 PM
Horses Follow
Stephenville Cattle Co.
Highway 281 North « Stephenville, TX
Troy 254-967-1950 * Barn 254-968-4844

Need to sell yorATV?
Call today and ask about our
($29.95) 3-MONTH SPECIAL!
Azle News 817-270-3340

Springtown Epigraph
817-220-7217

‘‘‘‘‘

tures haby bed
< stereo equipments

“GARAGESALE

Sporting equipment 5 pirs:
aril

sssss

£

furniture

16 words for only $10.

A great way to raise extra money!
Call today for more info.
Azle News 817-270-3340

Springtown Epigraph
817-220-7217

s -
[ T e

SOLID STEEL SOLUTIONS

¢ Metal Buildings e Fabrication Supplies
e Steel Components ¢ Pipe Fencing

e Welding Supplies ¢ Deer Blinds

¢ Concrete Supplies ¢ Deer Feeders

8894 W Hwy 199 ¢ Springtown

817-220-0008
www.SolidSS.comT L

088 Rent Unfurnished

1904 CORAL RD

2-1-1 $1,195 MO. $1,000 DEP.
1916 PELICAN DR. N.

3-1-1 $1,295 MO. $1,000 DEP.
1912 PELICAN DR. N.

owner Rodney Vick
817-220-3044

fax 817-523-7639

cell 817-253-1614

0.
m
Metal Building

SpeCiahSt 3-2-1 $1,395.MO $1,000 DEP.
» Weld Ups/ Bolt Ups Gene Thompson & Associates
* Pipe Fencing 817-246-4646 gtatx.com
* Concrete
* Horse Barns
« Metal Roofs & ASSOCIATES
.. HOMES and MOBILE HOMES
Compare Pricing FOR RENT
NO JOBTOO SMALL gtatx.com
817-246-4646

081 Business/Commercial

700 JARVIS * AZLE
817-444-1712

1 & 2 Bedroom
Unfurnished
Accepting Applications
Rent based on income
Y 10 120, 00 [

sy 800-735-2989

This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE

All real estate advertis-
ing in this newspaper is
subject to the Fair Hous-
ing Act which makes it
illegal to advertise “any
preference, limitation or
discrimination based on
race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status
or national origin, or an
intention, to make any
such preference, limita-
tion or discrimination”
Familial status includes
children under the age of
18 living with parents or
legal custodians, pregnant
women and people secur-
ing custody of children
under 18.

This newspaper will
not knowingly accept any
advertising for real estate
which is in violation of
the law. Our readers are
hereby informed that all
dwellings advertised in
this newspaper are avail-
able on an equal oppor-
tunity basis. To complain
of discrimination call
HUD tollfree at 1-800-
669-9777. 'The toll-free
telephone number for
the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

Join the group.

Do your shopping
in the Classifieds!
You could find some
holly jolly deals in there!

Azle News &
Springtown Epigraph

Your Hometown Papers!

40x50 building For Rent,
3 miles west of Springtown.
817-713-7495.

082 RV’s for Rent

Nice 1BR RV in adult RV park.
Great for older person on limited
income. Starts at $550/mo. All
Bills Paid. Heritage RV Park 817-

Cross Companies
Residential Properties

Family-owned, family-run

444-3760. DUPLEX HOMES

084 Mobile Homes for Rent

RV for rent, bills payed, deposit
can be payed over first four
months. Briar area $600mo $200
dep 817-996-0530

Pelican Bay: 1941 Gale Dr. 2-2
central heat & air, stove only.
$795/mo $400/dep, owner/
broker 817-988-9954.

Rescue your Ballerina from
the Shelter and give her a
Furever Home

Stewart Bend Duplex Homes: 2 & 3
bedroom units available at $1,350 & $1,450.
Quiet, clean, non-smoking.

CALL 817-401-1796.

Silver Creek RV Park: Designed for local
long-term stays. Best common building in

Azle, secluded and quiet, city water/sewer.
$475 with $75 electricity allotment; ABP

in winter. CALL or TEXT 682-499-8616 or

email scrvoffice@gmail.com.
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Barton Cottages Tiny Home Community:
COMING SUMMER 2022! Email
BartonCottages@gmail.com
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Classifieds

| — =
' TexSCAN Week of
Dec. 25-31, 2022

ACREAGE

AFFORDABLE LAND. We have some of the
best in Texas. Hill Country — Edwards, McCulloch,
Schleicher, Coke, Val Verde counties, free ranging
exotics. South Texas — Kinney, Duval, Live Oak
counties - whitetail, hogs. Trans Pecos, Terrell, Val
Verde — whitetail, javelina, quail. 30 year fixed rate
financing, 5% down. www.ranchenterprisesltd.com,
800-876-9720.

AUCTION

45th Annual Cattleman Bull & Female Sale
12:00 Noon, Jan. 21, 2023, EI Campo Livestock
Exchange, El Campo, Texas. 100 bulls, 250 females,
cattlemansale.com.

VACATIONS/TOURS

Costa Rica $995 — 9 Day Tour, with all meals, all
hotels, all activities. Choose a guided tour in Costa Rica,
Panama, Guatemala, Mexico. Caravan, fully guided
tours since 1952. Caravan.com, 1-800-CARAVAN.

Bob’s Baseball Tours — DC Cherry Blossom Tour:
Mar. 31-Apr. 4, 2023, home games at Washington
Nationals, NY Yankees & Boston Red Sox. East Coast
Tour: Aug. 18-27, 2023, home games at Yankees, Red
Sox, Orioles, Phillies, Nationals, Mets & Little League
World Series. Tours include sightseeing, motor coach
transportation and hotels/game tickets. Call or Text
507-217-1326.

GENERATORS

Prepare for power outages today witha GENERAC

home standby generator. $0 Money Down + Low
Monthly Payment Options. Request a FREE
Quote. Call now before the next power outage:
1-855-704-8579.

MEDICAL

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered

by Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility
with the compact design and long-lasting battery of
Inogen One. Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual
Insurance Company. Coverage for 350 plus proce-
dures. Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental
Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-0467
www.dental50plus.com/txpress #6258

WANTED

Need Extra Cash — I Buy RVs & Mobile Homes
—Travel Trailers, 5th Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper
Pulls. In Any Area, Any Condition — Old/New, Dirty
or Clean! I PAY CAS$H. No Title — No Problem, we
can apply for one. We go anywhere in Texas. ANR
Enterprises, 956-466-7001.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network

221 Participating Texas Newspapers ¢ Regional Ads

Start At $250 ¢ Email

NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We

ads@texaspress.com

urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.
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Check out our Home Improvement
Section in the Classifieds for a
Painter or Handyman.
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—1 Year Subscription—

Check one:

[ |$40.00

IN-COUNTY

Address

Tarrant, Parker &
Wise only

City State Zp

[ |sa6.50

OUT-OF-COUNTY

Texas and elsewhere

County Daytime ph.

[]¢36.50

SENIOR CITIZEN
60 years and older
Tarrant, Parker & Wise only

Circle your paper choice, clip and mail with check to:

[ ]$25.00

ONLINE ONLY

Anywhere in the world

[B Azle News ## Springtown Epigraph

321 W. Main Street ¢ Azle, Texas 76020

Or for Azle News online subscription, visit our website:
www.AzleNews.net

P.O.Box 557 ¢ Springtown, Texas 76082

Or for Springtown Epigraph online subscription, visit our website:

www.Springtown-Epigraph.net

ADVERTISE in the Service Directory! Call Jessica at 817-270-3340 for details to include your business here.

Transmissions & Auto Repair

o 2N

o Sheriff’s Assn

* American
Legion

e ETAL

*U.S. ARMY refired -
% but not tired! %

MOVERS
Courtesy * Punctuality x Care

Please call Jim at 81 7'237'51 51

e Full Service Moving

- Local & Long Range
e Gun Safes - Pianos - Auto - Antiques
e Packing & Storage - Large or Small

Rainwaater’'s

Transmission & Auto Repair
COMPETITIVE PRICING

TRANSMISSION « BRAKES « A/C
ENGINE SERVICE - WRITTEN ESTIMATES
FREE TOW & FREE DIAGNOSTIC

201 E. Hwy. 199, Springtown 682.61 5.12 50

LOCALLY & FAMILY OWNED!

Accepting ali creditcards 817-766-3852

Rir Conditioning and Heating

Diesel/Ruto Repair

SEMIS
RVS
EQUIPMENT
PICKUPS
CARS
ATVS

Diesel & Auto

We Fiv Ercrgthing!

817-968-7867

)

\

i F & X

~ AIR CONDITIONING
& HEATING

Serving the Springtown, Azle, Weatherford & Fort Worth Area Since 1970
Sales - Service ¢ Residential - Commercial

SPRINGTOWN 817-220-4506
www.jandeac.com

Texas Air Conditioning Contractor License: TACLA014745E

é 3

ATEX

Trash/Waste Service
TRASH

| ((((f SERVIGE

$35 per month WEEKLY PICKUP
Proudly Serving The Community We Live In

817-344-8464  ATEXTRASH.COM|

Tom Sampleg”
Pest Control

YOUR COMPLETE PEST CONTROL SERVICE

Family owned and operated. Over 70 years of service.

The g, Voted Best Pest Control =3
BEST.."y  Best of Parker County :

" Parker Counly 8 l 7 _9 l 5—2470
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COURTESY PHOTO

Pictured is the old Agnes schoolhouse circa 1900. The building burned down in 1926, and a one-story schoolhouse was built and

operational in the following year.

[HERITAGE]

Agnes Community Association aims

to preserve history, build community

BY MADELYN EDWARDS

Christina Adcock’s work for the old
Agnes schoolhouse is a labor of love.

The old school building is across
State Highway 199 from Agnes Baptist
Church. Since 1946, the schoolhouse
has acted as a community center for
Agnes.

Adcock recalled bringing her baby
daughter — who is now 14 years old
- to the community center during a
trade day where people were selling
old books and other items, and Adcock
was able to meet people.

However, a couple of years later, she
said everything at the center was shut
down, and she was concerned about
the historic building.

“The windows were knocked out on
the side, and then we had that rain,
that year it rained and rained and
rained, and I just remembered that
the wood floors were here, and the
windows were open,” Adcock said. “I
thought there’s going to be nothing
left.”

She thought of the schoolhouse

building again while voting at Agnes
Baptist Church, where the old church
building was removed and eventually
replaced with a new sanctuary. Adcock
remembered being saddened by the
historical loss.

“I said, ‘Man, I wish somebody would
just do something. I mean, they might
even do that to that old schoolhouse
that we pass by every time we leave,”
she said. “And my kids said, ‘Well,
Mom, why don’t you do something?
They might if you don’t do something.”

Winter 2022 | Heritage | 3



After that, Adcock got more involved
with the community center school-
house and had a vision that involved
classes and gardening at the center.
In 2016, the community association
board allowed her to be the adminis-
trator.

Since then, Adcock has been able
to meet a lot of her goals. A well was
drilled for the community center for
free. A new roof was donated. Garden
beds were built with concrete bricks
donated by Texas Health Harris Meth-
odist Hospital in Azle and were set up
by the Hudson Oaks H-E-B manage-
ment team. Two Trail Life USA mem-
bers picked the community center as
their Freedom Award project, with one
building the pump house and the oth-
er installing new doors, a porch and
ramp.

More recently, a 2,500-gallon rain-
water collection storage container was
added to the property, which was part
of a partnership with Tarrant Regional
Water District and Texas A&M Agril-
ife Extension.

PHOTO BY MADELYN EDWARDS

“It’s little by little, but it’s coming
along,” Adcock said.

The community center has survived
on donations, such as a piano, the
pews in the building, books, games
and craft supplies that are used for
classes, Adcock said. Several various
activities and classes have occurred at
the center, and almost all the activities
are free to the public.

“I did a lot more things before
COVID. (With) COVID, I switched and
became more community minded”
by trying to respond to community
needs, Adcock said. “Honestly, these
past three or four months, I've been
like, OK, let’s get back into things. I
started doing a little bit more.”

Before the new roof was added, Ad-
cock recalled coming to the school-
house with buckets to collect droplets
of water when it rained and putting
out fans to protect the original wood
flooring. Being mindful of the history
of the building is important to her.

“My ideas are for the community.
It’s not like, ‘Oh, I'm going to paint the

”»

walls blue,” she said.

The school in the current building
was operational from 1927-1946 for
children in all grade levels, Adcock
said. Previously, a two-story building
was in place before that, but it burned
down in 1926.

After the school closed, the school-
house was sold to the Agnes commu-
nity as a community association cen-
ter. There were times when musicians
would perform to audiences in the
building. Adcock also said the center
was used for quilters to craft together,
and when someone in the communi-
ty lost their home, they would make
quilts to give away or raffle for dona-
tions for the families.

Steve Harris, who is on the Agnes
Community Association board, grew
up in Agnes in the 1960s when the
schoolhouse was the epicenter for ac-
tivities. He remembered riding his
bicycle to the center to watch older
men in the community play dominoes,
and he attended Cub Scouts meetings
there as well.

Agnes Community Association administrator Christina Adcock holds a book of photos of community association events in the historic

Agnes schoolhouse.
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In his Trail Life Freedom Award project, Garrett Powell led a team to replace all the exterior doors at the historic Agnes schoolhouse and
rebuild the porch and ramp. It was done in June 2021.

Harris’ goal for the community cen-
ter is mainly about the preservation of
the schoolhouse, which is one of the
few recognizable Agnes landmarks.

“I would like to see it preserved as
close to its original appearance as pos-
sible and maintained in such a fashion
that it can be used for various commu-
nity activities, including educational
things, club meetings, family reunions,
that kind of stuff,” he said.

Harris would also like to see local
school children have field trips to the
old schoolhouse and maybe start a tra-
dition of having a class there annually.

Getting back to a tight knit com-
munity in Agnes is a goal for Adcock,
especially connecting people in the
newer housing subdivisions with their
neighbors. The activities are intended
to give kids and families something to
do that’s local as opposed to driving
elsewhere.

“In the days ahead, we just need to
know our community,” she said. “We
need to know each other.”

The community center is also a loca-
tion for Garden on the Go, an initiative
from Texas Health Harris Methodist
Hospital in Azle where locals can buy
fresh produce. In Agnes, Garden on the
Go takes place on the second Saturday
of the month.

However, during the COVID-19 pan-
demic, produce was given out to the
community for free, Adcock said.

“We were able to just bless the com-
munity, and we had cars lined all the
way out to the streets because every-
body was in their car, and we would
just hand out bags of free vegetables,”
she said.

Harris praised Adcock’s work on the
Garden on the Go initiative.

“She was responsible for getting that
deal going, and I think that one event
alone has helped more people in that
area than anything that’s been done in
that building in years,” he said.

Harris said his 82-year-old mother,
who is homebound, looks forward to
the event every month. She cans some

of the produce, giving her something
to do, and the event allows her to see a
friend that she doesn’t see often.

“That’s a community thing. That’s
what a community center is good for,”
he said.

Garden on the Go sometimes in-
cludes local vendors selling their wares
- such as soaps, jams, jellies, crafts,
hydroponic lettuce — separate from the
produce being sold.

“I'm of the age (that) I'd like to see
that stuff more because that’s the way
it was when I grew up,” Harris said.
“People sold produce on street cor-
ners.”

Adcock recalled a time during Gar-
den on the Go when kids were picking
onions that she had planted in one of
the garden beds, and one child was
particularly excited to pick onions. The
child’s mother reluctantly allowed it
but came back the next week to pick
more onions after enjoying the initial
homegrown onion.

The center was able to set up gardens
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for other people as well during the
COVID pandemic to give people some-
thing to do amid the uncertain time,
Adcock said.

As for kids, Adcock said gardening
teaches them to eat healthy and to be
patient.

“It’s also a test of patience,” she said
“If you plant something, you got to
wait until it’s grown. You got to take
care of it.”

Among the classes and activities,
Adcock has also initiated lessons about
history aimed at homeschooled chil-
dren as well as to other local kids.

“My motto is passing the wisdom of
the older generations down, whether it
be stories of Springtown or how peo-
ple used to can or garden or sew, but
just giving us skills,” she said.

Eventually, Adcock would like to pre-

COURTESY PHOTO
Abby Adcock participates in the Agnes

Community Association’s economic
fair that aimed to teach kids about the
economics of spending and profiting.

6 | Heritage | Winter 2022

serve the historic schoolhouse and add
a metal building to the property for
activities. Her idea is for the potential
new building to have heating and air
conditioning, so it could be used year-
round. Continuing to fix the broken
windows at the schoolhouse is also a
goal as is adding play space for kids on
the property.

To support the community center,
people can donate to the Agnes Com-
munity Association at Pinnacle Bank.
For more information about the Ag-
nes Community Association, visit
its Facebook page at facebook.com/
people/Agnes-Community-Associa-
tion/100081130040818/

COURTESY OF JOSHUA ADCOCK

Pictured is the historic Agnes schoolhouse
photographed via drone. The old school
building is across State Highway 199 from
Agnes Baptist Church.
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North Texas Ingredients produces Obie-Cue Texas Spice, a popular line of barbecue seasoning.

[COVER STORY]

Azle-based North Texas Ingredients relies
on longtime employees for success

BY JEFF PRINCE

On a recent afternoon at North Tex-
as Ingredients, an employee cleans a
floor in an office while another em-
ployee tinkers with a 5,000-pound
blender. In the warehouse, an employ-
ee uses tape to seal boxes of Obie-Cue
spice. And nearby in the laboratory, a
worker analyzes food products.

It's a typical day inside the
15,000-square-foot plant at 308 Com-
merce St. in Azle, where about 20 em-
ployees keep North Texas Ingredients
ginning like a greased machine.

“The key to this whole operation
is the employees,” said owner Phillip
Rodriguez, who founded the company
in 1994. “If it weren’t for these great
people, this wouldn’t work. Their ded-
ication and attention to detail is crit-
ical to this business. I'm very grateful
to them. Dedicated, caring workers are
hard to find.”

Local residents might be unaware of
the business since it doesn’t cater to
walk-in customers. North Texas Ingre-
dients began as a small spice blender

for local food processors and restau-
rants and evolved into a large-scale
commercial provider that also services
bakeries, grocers and delis, private la-
bels, meat processors and e-commerce
markets.

Employees create custom spices and
functional ingredients such as meat
tenderizers and moisturizers to make
food taste its best. For instance, if
someone sells hams and their hams
aren’t holding moisture during cook-
ing, Rodriguez’s crew can diagnose
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the problem and provide a solution.
Same if someone’s fajita meat is dry or
tough.

“I help them get their flavors right,”
Rodriguez said.

Sometimes achieving precise fla-
voring requires reverse engineering,
meaning employees take a product and
break it down in the lab to determine
why it tastes a certain way and how to
make things taste that exact same way
consistently during large-scale produc-
tion.

“It’s all about taste and determining
what the right spice mixture is,” he
said.

FRESH START

Phillip Rodriguez grew up in Fort
Worth but attended high school in
Springtown and still considers him-
self a Porcupine at heart. He earned a
business degree at Stephen F. Austin
State University in the early 1980s
and afterward joined the family busi-
ness, Rodriguez Festive Foods, in Fort
Worth.

In 1993, he left to partner with two
entrepreneurs and established For-
tune Foods in Lake Worth. Three years
later, Rodriguez left that business to
create North Texas Ingredients, hop-
ing to thrive as an independent owner
and operator.

He and wife Melba were the compa-
ny’s only two employees during those
early days, although they added Phil-
lip’s aunt Virginia Lara to the payroll as
a packer eventually. The three of them
were the company’s only employees for
the first year.

At the time, Phillip and Melba were
living just outside of Azle and figured
Commerce Street was a convenient
spot to do business. Their three chil-
dren attended Azle schools.

“It was close to home,” Phillip said.
“Commerce Street was the only com-
mercial area in Azle, and there was a
building to rent, so I rented it. It had
aloading dock and the facilities I need-
ed”

The building required plenty of re-
furbishing.

An employee applies reverse engineering in the lab.
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At the time, the structure was divid-
ed into three separate businesses, each
containing about 5,000 square feet of
space. Rodriguez leased a third of the
building, and the other spaces were
filled by a cabinet maker and a trans-
mission shop.

Before long, Rodriguez purchased
the entire building. After the cabinet
shop closed, Rodriguez expanded his
spice operation to that area. Then, the
transmission shop moved across the
street, and Rodriguez adapted the en-
tire building into a precision produc-
tion plant.

“I just expanded the operation,” he
said.

LONG LINE

The Rodriguez’s first customer at
North Texas Ingredients was Jim
Riscky of Riscky’s Barbecue in Fort
Worth. The Rodriguez and Riscky fam-
ilies are well acquainted, going back to
the 1960s.

Describing the backstory of North
Texas Ingredients, however, requires




going back further still.

In 1917, Phillip’s great-grandfather
Florencio Rodriguez fled the Mexican
Revolution and immigrated with his
family to Fort Worth. He and his sons
worked for years at the Swift & Co.
meatpacking plants near the Stock-
yards.

Florencio’s oldest son, Rodolpho,
opened his first grocery store near
the Stockyards in 1939. Rodolpho and
wife Juanita made barbacoa, menudo,
tamales and other Hispanic specialties
and sold them to local customers.

In 1942, Rodolpho entered the mili-
tary to serve in World War I, and Juan-
ita operated Rodriguez Food Mart in
his absence while raising the couple’s
children. After coming home from the
war in 1946, Rodolpho resumed run-
ning the store with help from Juanita
and the kids.

The five kids - Rudy, Ernest, Raul,
Charlie and Alice — would help estab-
lish Rodriguez Festive Foods and pro-
duce tortillas on a commercial scale in
the 1960s.

Their first customer was Pete Riscky,
father of Jim Riscky.

Rodriguez Festive Foods thrived for
decades, and the Rodriguez kids raised
their own families. Many of those chil-
dren joined the enterprise.

Phillip was the first to leave the fam-
ily business and go out on his own.
Turns out, his ambition was timely. In
2001, the Rodriguez family sold Fes-
tive Foods, and everyone went their
own way.

Four years later, Phillip, his older
brother, Ernest Jr., and their father,
Ernest Sr., bought back a portion of
the tamale business and began operat-
ing as Rodriguez Foods in Fort Worth.
That company continues to thrive, and
its employees include two of Phillip’s
sons, Nicholas and Lukas Rodriguez,
both of whom graduated from Azle
High School.

BREAKING AWAY

Being the first to break away from
the Fort Worth family business was
tough in the early stages. Phillip’s first
business in Lake Worth was a struggle.
Opening North Texas Ingredients on

An employee boxes up product for delivery.

his own was an even bigger gamble.
His production capacity at the new
plant was about 300 pounds a week,
and his first-year sales were $20,000.
That wasn’t much money to support a
couple with three children and a house
payment.

These days, times aren’t as tough.
North Texas Ingredients generates
about $5 million in annual sales and
can produce up to 60,000 pounds a
week. Also, Rodriguez’s many years in
the food business have provided him
valuable knowledge that he shares as a
paid consultant.

“When people are having problems
in their food plant, I go in and help
them get back online,” he said.

Rodriguez has worked hard to es-
tablish his Azle-based company as a
premier producer of food products but
stresses he couldn’t have succeeded
without a labor force composed of loy-
al employees. Most workers have been
with him for 20 years.

“We are able to employ people that
want to live in the rural setting or a
smaller town and don’t want to drive
to Fort Worth to go to work every day,”
he said. “Most of them live here in Azle
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or in Springtown or in between somewhere. They have been
able to make a living, build homes, grow their families, all of
that.”

With the business approaching its 30th anniversary in
2024, Rodriguez reflected on the past with a mixture of re-
lief, pride, and a motivation to continue. He has never doubt-
ed his decision to establish the business in Azle rather than
Fort Worth, particularly because of the labor force he has
acquired.

“The cost of owning a business in Azle is cheaper than Fort
Worth from an overall tax standpoint,” he said. “And I like
the employees we have out here. We offer a good job in a good
environment.”

Looking ahead, Rodriguez speaks with the same clarity and
vision that he displayed all those years ago when he struck
out on his own and staked his claim on Commerce Street.
Although the business isn’t open to the public, mail order
products and services are available through ntxspice.com.

“We are going to keep producing product and keep doing
what we’re doing,” he said.

& WELLNESS CENTER, L.L.C.

Dr. Jessica Brace, Dr. Matt Mishio, D.C.
D.C., C.C.S.P.
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A few good women

BY DON MUNSCH

The Marines aren't just looking for
a few good men, they're looking for a
few good people. Autumn Shepherd
answered the call.

Shepherd graduated from Azle High
School this past spring, and she want-
ed to be a Marine and joined after high
school.

She recently discussed her experi-
ences during a break period after boot
camp. She talked at the Recruiting
Substation Weatherford with Marine
Corps Recruiter Sgt. Summer Brown.

Before the end of her junior year,
Shepherd started talking to the Ma-
rines and then she was sworn in that

[PEOPLE]

Recent Azle graduate embraces Marine
life, looks forward to next chapter

summer. Several weeks after gradua-
tion, she left - July 5 - to attend boot
camp at Parris Island, South Carolina.
Boot camp lasts 13 weeks, and she fin-
ished Sept. 28.

She said boot camp was “not at all”
what she was expected.

“The (internet) videos, all you see is
constant screaming,” she said. “But it
wasn'’t just screaming - they actual-

ly sat down and explained how to do
things with you.”

Later, in an email, Brown said Shep-
herd referred to what people usually
see from videos of Marine Corps Re-
cruit Training, as they usually just see
the drill instructors screaming at the
recruits and “things look very chaotic
through the videos.” But she agreed
with Shepherd that it just shows one

Winter 2022 | Heritage | 11



side and the other side is depicted in
which drill instructor Instructors men-
tor recruits without the screaming and
chaos ensuing.

Shepherd knew she wanted she
joined the military, and a Marine re-
cruited her, and Shepherd discovered it
was her best move to join that branch.

“I was like, you know what, I think
that is the best branch just because it’s
harder, and I think it would be a bigger
accomplishment with it being so hard,”
she said.

She recently left for Marine Combat
Training in Camp Pendleton, Califor-
nia. MCT lasts four weeks. She then
reported to her job school, which is
aviation support. She was sent to Pen-
sacola, Florida.

Brown joined in 2016 and has been
at the Weatherford station since the
end of June. Another individual re-
cruited Shepherd, and Brown helped
push her the rest of the way through.

The Marines are different from what
the other branches offer, Brown said.

“There are a lot of different train-
ing environments,” Brown said. “We
do prepare them through our delayed
entry program. We have them come
in and they work out with us - one,

PHOTO BY DON MUNSCH
Autumn Shepherd
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two or even three times a week. And
then we have our pool functions which
are our every second Saturday of the
month.”

The pool function operates as a way
for the Marines to see where recruits
are physically and mentally and track
their progress.

Brown, who hails from Detroit,
Michigan, said she joined the Marines
in part because of financial issues in
her family, as she did not want to at-
tend college like the rest of her peers
did back home. She thought the Ma-
rines would “be something different”
and she thought of herself as a “black
sheep” who would make her own mark.

The Marines were “a lot more” than
she expected, Brown said. She said the
Corps is “definitely a much bigger fam-
ily than what I expected it to be, and
I've made probably the best memories
and the best friends since joining.”

Shepherd said her family was sup-
portive but at the same time, they
wanted to make sure she checked out
the other branches to ensure the Ma-
rines were her best choice.

“And after they realized that I was
100% committed to joining the Ma-
rines and not any other branch, they
were really supportive about it,” she
said.

She said her grandfather was a Ma-
rine who eventually joined the Navy,
and then Shepherd’s half-brother was
in the Navy. Brown is a first-generation
Marine, and her grandfather served in
the Army and his twin brother served
in the Navy.

What did Brown’s family think about
her joining the Marines?

“At first, they were not about it,”
Brown said, chuckling. “They were like,
ooooh. I did Air Force JROTC in high
school and they thought, ‘well, that’s
going to be it. She’s going to go to col-
lege and do what she wants to do and
go do her thing.”

But she said “some things came up”
and she decided to enter the Marines.
Now, her family thinks “it’s the coolest
thing ever.”

Both Shepherd and Brown would

like to be career military.

“For now,” Shepherd said. “It de-
pends on how my first four years go,
and I'll decide on where I'll go from
there” She is thinking about what
school she wants to attend at this
point and wants to wait before making
any long-term choices.

Brown explained the recruiting pro-
cess, which includes a physical screen-
ing. After passing physical screening
questions, they will have the person
complete a practice ASVAB, to see
where they are educationally. If the in-
dividual meets both requirements, the
recruiter will sit down and have an in-
terview with the interested person to
discuss what his or her goals and plans
are in their life.

“We’ll talk and see how the Marine
Corps can help them achieve their
goals and meet the needs that they’re
looking for,” Brown said.

The Marines Corps will conduct a
background check on a potential re-
cruit, and prior to entry, a drug test is
required. Men and women complete
the same physical, rigorous training
in boot camp. During recruitment,
individuals learn about training and
schools available, but no “job promis-
ing” is conducted, Brown said.

“But we will fight to make sure they
get the job they want,” she said.

Shepherd, who worked as a recruiter
assistant in Weatherford in which she
helped recruiters find interested peo-
ple and spread the word of the Marine
Crops, is definitely looking forward to
her next stage in the Marines and what
life is like outside boot camp.

“I can already tell it’s way differ-
ent,” she said. “Not constantly getting
screamed at is new.”

She tells people interested in joining
the Marines about her experiences,
explaining she had difficulty with run-
ning, that she wasn’t the best at all, but
she still managed to make it through.
People wanting to join the Marines
should explore all their options before
making their decisions, said Sgt. Yei-
cob Duran, recruiter for at the Recruit-
ing Substation Weatherford.
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Eddy and Margaret Swanzy are Springtown's biggest sports fans.

FANS FOR LIFE

BY JEFF PRINCE

If the Springtown Porcupines are
playing, chances are good the Swanzys
will be there watching the action.

Which sport, you say?

All of them.

Eddy and Margaret Swanzy aren’t
there to watch their children or grand-
children play. The Swanzys view ev-
ery Porcupine as a beloved offspring
of sorts. The longtime educators and
coaches are both retired and 80 but
never lost the love of sports, either
playing them or watching them.

Eddy continues to train daily to keep

Eddy and Margaret Swanzy
root-root-root for home teams

himself in shape to compete at Senior
Olympics events, including pole vault,
long jump, high jump, triple jump,
shot put and javelin.

Margaret has endured painful knee
problems and surgeries and is less ac-
tive these days, although she can still
climb bleachers at the Springtown gym

or Porcupine Stadium, sometimes us-
ing a walker or cane.

“They are definitely Springtown’s no.
1 supporters,” said Brinklee Dauen-
hauer, a volleyball standout and se-
nior at Springtown High School. “They
come to all our stuff. They are always
there, ready to watch the games, track

Winter 2022 | Heritage |13



PHOTOS COURTESY MARGARET SWANZY

Margaret Swanzy made the basketball team as a freshman at

Weatherford College.

meets and all that - even after having
surgeries.”

Dauenhauer’s older sisters played
sports in previous years, and the Swan-
zys watched them from the stands,
too.

The couple pores through every edi-
tion of the Springtown Epigraph and
cuts out photos and press clippings
of athletes, files them in a folder, and
hand delivers them to the kids at
sporting events.

“They are vreally great people,”
Dauenhauer said.

MARGARET SWANZY

Margaret grew up in Springtown as
part of the Newby family who loved
sports, especially basketball. Marga-
ret’s father, Howard Newby, played

14| Heritage | Winter 2022

TOP: From right,
Margaret Swanzy
coaches her track
athletes in 1982.

RIGHT: Second
from left on front
row, Margaret
served as co-

captain of the e P e o
Weatherford e < o
basketball team. e : |

basketball in Springtown in the 1920s
on dirt ground near what is now Wells
Fargo Bank and passed along his affin-
ity for the sport to his kids. Margaret’s
older brothers and sister played bas-
ketball at Springtown High School in
the 1940s and 1950s.

Margaret was not far behind.

“When I played in high school, we
played halfcourt with forwards on one
end and guards on the other,” she re-
called. “T was a forward with my best
friends Ann Taylor and Zanna Kirk.”

Margaret practiced at home by
shooting balls at a rim attached to a
tree. She became adept at hitting shots
cleanly through the rim by practicing
without a backboard or a net.

“That is how I learned to shoot the
basket,” she said.

Margaret continued playing basket-
ball at Weatherford College and was
co-captain in her sophomore year.

As a junior, she transferred to UNT,
played basketball, graduated -early,
married her first husband, and raised
three sons. She coached basketball
teams at three different churches in
different states before she and her
sons returned to Texas and settled in
Allen, where she taught and coached
eighth graders.

“I am happy to say that I had a win-
ning basketball team every year,” she
said.

Coaching and teaching weren’t her
only duties. She rose early to drive a
school bus.

In addition to basketball, she
coached the girls track team. Nowa-
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Eddy Swanzy clears the bar at a pole-vaulting event in Rosebud, Texas in 1958.

days, a junior high track team is likely
to have several coaches instructing dif-
ferent events. Margaret coached them
all. Overseeing numerous athletes in
all their events after a long day of driv-
ing buses and teaching classes wasn’t
easy, but Margaret didn’t take easy
routes. She followed her heart.

In 1983, she remarried, and her new
beau might have been an even bigger
sports enthusiast.

EDDY SWANZY

A small town in central Texas named
Rosebud is where Eddy grew up, and
he was a sports hero to the commu-
nity. Eddy graduated at Rosebud High
School in 1960 as a three-sport letter-
man in football, basketball and track.
He captained the football and basket-
ball teams his junior and senior sea-

sons.

As a kid in the early 1950s, Eddy be-
came a fan of the Rev. Bob Richards,
a well-known athlete who made three
U.S. Olympic teams from 1948 to 1956
and won the gold medal in pole vault
twice, something no other pole vaulter
has done.

Eddy emulated his hero and learned
to pole vault using a 6-foot galvanized
plumbing pipe for a pole.

“I would stretch a rope between two
ladders for my bar and pretend I was
Bob Richards vaulting in the Olym-
pics,” Eddy said.

In high school, he set the Killeen
Relays pole vault record by clearing 12
feet. Moving on to college, he ran track
and pole vaulted at North Texas State
University in Denton.

A torn hamstring muscle ended his

college vaulting career but not his love
for the event.

Over the years, he married, raised a
family, worked in the private industry
and served as an assistant track coach
and physical education coach at South
Garland High School.

After he and Margaret were married,
they owned and operated Lighting
World in Richardson. Margaret spent
time watching her sons play sports at
Richardson schools.

NO. 1 FANS

After retiring in 2003, Margaret and
Eddy moved to Springtown to settle
down for good.

“Sports are in our blood,” Marga-
ret said. “We attend most all sporting
events, such as basketball, volleyball,
football, track and baseball. This is why
we are known as the biggest fans. We
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A 70-year-old Eddy Swanzy approaches and clears the bar in 2012.
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love our athletes.”

The coaches and players appreciate the couple’s
devotion to them and to one another. Earlier this
year, school officials, coaches and students present-
ed the Swanzys with an award recognizing them as
Springtown’s top fans.

“They are the biggest supporters of Springtown
kids in general,” said Springtown High School ath-
letic coordinator Tye Adams. “We see them at every
Springtown athletic sporting event. They are just su-
per people to our kids. They support our kids no mat-
ter what and have been a mainstay for Springtown
athletic boosters. I can’t say enough good things
about how much they love our kids and how much
our kids love them in return.”

In November, Margaret and Eddy drove to Peaster
to watch the Springtown volleyball team contend in
the regional quarterfinal playoff game against Ste-
phenville. The contest was held on a Monday night,
and Margaret had endured painful shoulder replace-
ment surgery just three days earlier. Eddy was having
trouble with his back and had planned to see a doctor
the next day.

Despite their health woes, both were sitting court-
side rooting for their favorite school.

“I'm not going to stay away,” Margaret said. “I don’t
miss many games.”



She is scheduled for knee replacement surgery next.

“When you get to 80, you fall apart,” she said.

So, why would she travel out of town to sit on hardwood
bleachers and cheer for the Porcupines while still recuperat-
ing from major surgery?

“I can hurt here as well as I can hurt at home,” she said.

She and Eddy and have been married to one another for 39
years. (They each had prior spouses with children but had no
children together.)

In 2011, the 69-year-old Eddy began competing at the Tex-
as Senior Games. Pole vault is his specialty, but he competes
in multiple events. In 2013, he finished fifth in pole vault
at the Cleveland National Senior Games by clearing 8 feet.
Two years later, he won bronze medals in pole vault and long
jump at the Minneapolis-St. Paul National Senior Games.

The medals and awards have continued ever since.

On Oct. 1, 2022, Eddy qualified for the 2023 Nationals to
be held in Pittsburgh, Pa. Qualifying wasn’t easy. Eddy had
missed the Texas Senior Games meet in April, so he traveled
out of state to compete at the Oklahoma Senor Games to
qualify for Nationals. In Oklahoma, he won three gold med-
als, two silvers and a bronze.

When he isn’t training, competing or clearing out shelf
space for fresh awards, Eddy spends time with Margaret
watching local kids compete. Over the years, Eddy has vol-
unteer-coached pole vaulting at Springtown and Boyd ISDs.
He continues to do so even into his 80s and despite a heart
attack in 2019 and back surgery in 2022.

“Closing out the last chapter of my sports career, I have
found the journey to be the highlight of my life,” he said.
“God willing as long as [ remain above the dirt and am physi-
cally able, I plan to continue competing in the Senior Games
and doing my volunteer pole vault coaching. It has been re-
warding to work with these young athletes. My wife and I
have many parent friends and the kids we cheer and coach
are like our own grandchildren.”

PHOTO COURTESY EDDY SWANZY

Eddy and Margaret Swanzy wear their T-shirts proudly displaying
their affection for Springtown sports.
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The sky’s the limit

PHOTO BY DON MUNSCH
From left to right, Chief Ben Hall, Dora Scudder and Lt. Kevin Rogers.

Scudder moves up in APD,
sets sights on bigger goal

BY CARLA NOAH STUTSMAN

Some people who encounter Dora
Scudder — who is 5 feet, 2 inches tall
— might get the idea she is a pushover.

Those people may want to think
again.

Her diminutive size is just one of
several conditions the newly-promot-
ed Azle police lieutenant has overcome
in her quest to excel as a police officer.

“If you can’t hold your own looking
the way I do, you're going to get run
over,” Scudder says, adding that a CPS
supervisor in the Alpine area, where
she began her career, frequently re-
ferred to her as “a firecracker.”
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When her promotion from the rank
of sergeant to lieutenant was an-
nounced in August, Scudder became
the highest-ranking woman, as well as
the highest-ranking Hispanic, in the
Azle Police Department’s history. Pri-
or to now, the late Marie Welch had
set the benchmark for women in the
department. Welch left the Azle PD in
January 1980 as a sergeant. Richard
Martinez, who retired in May 2017 as
a sergeant, was previously the high-
est-ranking Hispanic.

But Scudder has no plans to rest on
her laurels. While she’s excited about

her new role, she’s also rolled up her
sleeves to tackle her new responsibil-
ities with drive and determination -
just as she’s done her entire adult life.
As one of two lieutenants who, along
with Azle Chief of Police Ben Hall,
make up the department’s command
staff, she takes on the role of supervi-
sor over Field Services - often referred
to as the patrol division. Field Services
also encompasses the school resource
officers who serve in Azle’s public
schools. Lt. Kevin Rogers, who has
been over Field Services, now moves
to supervise Support Services, which



includes communications, criminal investigations, animal
control, the jail and evidence.

Early life

Born in Mexico, Scudder says she is extremely proud of her
Mexican heritage, but is equally proud to be an American.

“Through my father’s hard work and dedication and hop-
ing to give us a better way of life, we immigrated to the Unit-
ed States in 1998. My father worked full-time as a surveyor
for a major construction company, while my mother dedicat-
ed her time to my siblings and me. I have two older broth-
ers and two older sisters, making me the youngest of five,”
Scudder said.

The family moved to the Texas border town of Presidio,
where Scudder grew up and graduated from Presidio High
School.

Now the single mother of an 8-year-old daughter and a
6-year-old son, she credits her children with giving her both
drive and motivation.

“They are wonderful kids, and I want to make them proud.
I want them to know that with hard work and dedication,
they can achieve anything they desire,” Scudder said.

The road to Azle

Following high school, Scudder attended the Sul Ross State
University Law Enforcement Academy in Alpine, graduating
in 2008. She also pursued her education at SRSU, where she
focused on criminal justice studies. She earned a bachelor of
science degree in criminal justice in May 2016, while work-
ing full-time.

PHOTOS BY CARLA NOAH STUTSMAN

Lt. Dora Scudder, left, explains to a Brookshire’s customer how she
can donate staple food products to help the Community Caring
Center during a “Fill The Shelves” drive in October.

Lt. Dora Scudder (right) works with Sgt. Eric Scheid (center) to collect food pantry donations from the public at Brookshire's in Azle.
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Lt. Dora Scudder's (left) promotion came with the promise of additional work hours. Here, she spends a Saturday at Brookshire's in Azle
explaining to customers how they can donate to the Community Caring Center for a recent “Fill The Shelves” drive.

Initially torn between emergency
medical services and law enforcement,
she ultimately chose law enforcement
because of her passions relating to do-
mestic violence — something Scudder
says is more prevalent in the Hispanic
culture — as well as mental health is-
sues.

Scudder says when she first showed
an interest in law enforcement, essen-
tial people in her life told her she had
no business in a male-dominated field.

“That only motivated me more and
drove me to prove them wrong,” Scud-
der said. “I hope my story inspires
other women to reach their full po-
tential in male-dominated field and
non-male-dominated fields alike.”

One example of the determination
she had to succeed came about when
it was time to take her final exam in a
statistics class. Scudder’s second child
was two weeks old, but she needed to
take that final in order to earn her de-
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gree. So she packed up her newborn
son and took him along while she took
the test.

While living in the Alpine area, Scud-
der was employed by the Alpine Police
Department, Brewster County Sher-
iff’s Office and the University of Texas
Permian Basin Police department. She
also served as an emergency medical
responder with the West Texas Am-
bulance Service. After moving to the
DFW Metroplex, she worked for the
Town of Westover Hills Police Depart-
ment before making her move to the
Azle PD in June 2017.

Scudder has quickly ascended the
ranks, promoting to corporal in Au-
gust 2018 and then to sergeant of Oc-
tober 2019. Her most recent promo-
tion, to lieutenant, came in August of
this year.

Glass ceilings

Scudder says she is thrilled to be in
her new position, and that’s partly due

to the immense support she’s received
from Chief Hall and Lt. Rogers, who
has been a mentor since she arrived at
the Azle PD.

“I am excited about the police de-
partment and what we will accomplish
as a team in the future. I have also re-
ceived tremendous support from the
city administration and staff; it’s great
to know that people believe in you and
support you,” Scudder said. “The motto
for our department is ‘Our Communi-
ty, Our Commitment’ and I stand by
this motto, as serving the community
has always been my priority.”

But Scudder may not be done break-
ing glass ceilings; she considers at-
taining the rank of lieutenant a step-
ping-stone toward her ultimate goal
of becoming police chief someday. In
fact, she plans to further her education
in the near future in order to provide
the best service for the department
and community.



Policing in Azle

Although she’s only been with the
Azle PD a little more than five years,
Scudder says she’s seen a considerable
increase in the population here. She
thinks further projected growth is a
significant challenge for the depart-
ment.

“As a police department, we need
to be conscious of the challenges that
will present with the growth of our
city,” she said. “A significant challenge
in policing is how the public perceives
us. There are a lot of negativities cen-
tralized in the police. As police officers,
we all abide by the same code of ethics.
Our fundamental duty is to serve the
community and safeguard lives and
property. We must regain the trust of
our communities and work together as
one to make them safer.”

However, Scudder recognizes that in
Azle, the police still have the support
and admiration of the citizens.

“Being a police officer during this
time is difficult enough. We are fortu-
nate to live and work in a community
such as Azle, where we have over-
whelming support,” Scudder said. “The
citizens are kind and generous when
they see us in public and often express
how thankful they are for our service.”

Scudder is so pleased to be working
in the Azle Police Department that she
sees herself retiring from here some-
day.

“The City of Azle and the Azle Police
Department have opened many doors
for me in my career. As the City of Azle
continues to grow, so will the police
department. I foresee more opportuni-
ties for advancement with the depart-
ment, not only for me, but also for the
rest of the department.”

Chief Hall, Lt. Rogers weigh in

Chief Hall and Lt. Rogers both say
they are excited about Scudder’s future.

“Dora is doing amazing things al-
ready and has demonstrated a will-
ingness to sacrifice for the team. She
has shown herself to be someone who
leads from the front,” Hall said in an
email. “She has a servant’s heart and is
constantly trying to improve herself.
We are lucky to have her.”

Rogers described how Lt. Scudder
has stepped up to take charge of the
department’s Crisis Intervention Team
and Homeless Outreach Team.

“Both of those units are extremely
important for the department and the
community and she has invested a lot
of time working with these two teams.
Dora has also built relationships with
both the Fort Worth PD and Lake
Worth PD, gaining training and pro-
tocols for these units," Rogers said via
email. “I am proud of her progression
in the department but most impor-
tantly her passion to help the citizens
in the community.”
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Parker County Family Resource Center
aims to help families navigate parenting

BY MADELYN EDWARDS

Toddlers wobbled around a big au-
ditorium at Cornerstone Community
Church in Springtown on a Wednesday
morning.

With little mats in front of them and
their parents or caregivers close by, they
got ready for an activity that looks like
yoga for young’uns with added musical
elements.

The kids stretched, danced with
scarves, rang bells, struck a triangle,
tossed around a beach ball and listened
to a story, among other activities. At
the end of the program, the lights in
the auditorium were dimmed, and they
rested while the song “You Are My Sun-
shine” played.

This activity is called Kindermusik,
and it’s offered by the Parker County
Family Resource Center, which has an
office in Springtown. Kindermusik is
one of several free developmental and
parent groups for the community.

Mieke Brock, who oversees the par-
ent education/parent engagement
groups at the Family Resource Center,
led Kindermusik that day. Before the
group’s activities started, she greeted
parents and children as they arrived.

Brock said Kindermusik is meant
to teach kids about not only musical
rhythm and beat patterns but also fol-
lowing directions and a routine of tran-
sitioning from one activity to another.
For parents or other caregivers, Kind-
ermusik aims to help them bond with
their child. The group also allows chil-
dren to interact with other children of
the same age and for caregivers to meet
other families and realize they’re not
alone.

During the Kindermusik group, en-
gaging with the children seemed easy
for Brock as she used animated facial
expressions and made sure that every
child was included in the activities.
One of her guiding principles is that
children learn through playing, and she
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encourages caregivers to play with their
kids on their level.

“Don’t be afraid to play with your
children. Don’t be afraid to get down
on their level and teach them and not
just hover over them,” Brock said. “Get
down on their level. Play with them and
the more animated the merrier because
kids learn through play.”

And if a child doesn’t behave well in
the group, Brock said that’s OK because
they will learn the routine with time if
they keep coming to the group consis-
tently.

Less than a year ago, the Family Re-

source Center in Springtown opened
in March with a simple goal to support
families with kids ages 0-6 in the area.

The center is funded by a grant from
the Department of Family and Protec-
tive Services under the branch of Pre-
vention and Early Intervention and
is part of Help Me Grow North Texas,
which aims to ensure that early child-
hood services for young kids in North
Texas are high quality and well connect-
ed, according to a previous Epigraph
article.

Brock described the Family Resource
Center as providing an “overall concrete

PHOTOS BY MADELYN EDWARDS

Mieke Brock, who oversees parent education/parent engagement groups at the Family
Resource Center, lets every child in the Kindermusik group strike the triangle. Kindermusik
is a weekly group for young children that involves music, dancing, stretching and play.



support system” for families.

“Parenting can be hard when you
don’t have the support that you need,”
she said. “There’s not a manual out
there of the right way or the wrong
way. There’s no directions, and every
child is different. Instead of a straight
linear roadmap, it’s kind of like a spiral
map.”

The Family Resource Center includes
a navigator to help families find the re-
sources they need. At the Springtown
office, Jennifer Riley serves that role.
In general, Riley can help guide fam-
ilies with children ages 0-17 toward
community resources.

“People don’t know what they don’t
know,” she said. “If there is a need for
anything else in the community in re-
gards to maybe financial assistance,
the groups we provide here, anything
else related to child development or
children, I can provide them with some
resources for that.”

Riley also follows up with families to
find out if the resources she suggested
were effective or not and if their needs
were met. She pointed out that her job
is to provide information but not tell
people what to do or what they need.

“When they need resources, it’s not
my job to tell them what to do. It’s
more of coaching them on what their
options are and empowering the fami-
lies to make the best decision for their
child, for their family,” she said.

In addition, Riley does developmen-
tal screenings for children at the re-
quest of caregivers who are concerned
about their child meeting certain mile-
stones. After those screenings, Riley
can provide resources and referrals to
families regarding intervention or fur-
ther evaluation.

The Family Resource Center staff is
made up of people who reside in the
Parker County area. This is a move
made on purpose. Riley said being lo-
cal gives the staff a familiarity with
families in the more rural community
they serve and know-how on how to
approach their needs and challenges.

The center also has a parent advisory
committee that helps lead the staff to
address areas of need and interest.

“We really encourage parents to

The Parker County Family Resource Center hosted a Summer Learning Garden group

for young kids during the summer. Pictured is parent education/parent engagement
coordinator Mieke Brock allowing Knox Ford, 3, to sniff one of the marigolds before it was
planted in the learning garden.

be part of that so that we know what
our community needs and what they
want,” Brock said. “If it’s a class that we
do and they’re like, ‘We don’t like this,’
then we don’t do it. We try to cater to-
ward what the parents want.”

Outside of the developmental and
parent groups, people are welcome to
visit the Family Resource Center as
well. Brock described a time when a
mother came to the center with her
child and stayed for about an hour and
a half just because she needed to be
around people.

“She brought her daughter in and
sat and played with the toys for a while
and talked to us,” she said. “She need-
ed that safe haven for a moment to
take a break.”

Community Alignment Coordinator
Jeanne Stevens stressed that the cen-
ter aims to aid all sorts of people and
families, not just those with social or
financial needs. This includes groups
as any family is welcome to attend
with their children regardless of needs.

“We don’t want it to come across
that they need to have a social need or

a financial need or any of those specific
resource needs,” Stevens said. “We can
simply be just a support to find them
people to meet in the community.”

Stevens added that no one will be
turned away from getting help at the
center.

Brock described the center and
groups as a judgement-free zone for
parents and the center’s staff.

“This is like a home for me, too, not
just work,” Brock said. “We support
each other. We support our family,
our community, and that makes it all
worthwhile.”

Riley and Brock, who both have
backgrounds in education, value the
work that they do. Brock said she feels
like her work at the center allows her
to fulfill her purpose of supporting
families.

“Every time a kid’s face lights up, I
think it helps my face light up,” Brock
said. “No matter what mood I'm in -
if I'm happy or sad or lonely or in the
best place in the world — when I see
those kids smiling and they come in
and the parents are happy to be here,
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Kids in the Kindermusik group play with a beach ball at Cornerstone Community Church. The group also stretched, danced with scarves,
rang bells, struck a triangle and listened to a story.

and they're like, ‘Oh, I'm so glad to
see you, Ms. Mieke. I really needed to
come today, those are those moments
that I'm like, ‘Yes, 'm making a differ-
ence.”

Since it opened, Stevens said the
center has already exceeded the first-
year goals of the state funders, and
feedback from families has also been
positive. Stevens also mentioned the
center’s partnerships with Springtown
ISD and Head Start at Cornerstone
Community Action Agency have been
helpful.

“I think the word is getting out as
we are sharing with our community
partners, people in Springtown. We're
getting more referrals in, and so things
that they’re not able to assist with,
we're able to fill in that gap for them,”
Riley said.

Stevens praised Riley’s and Brock’s
work at the Family Resource Center,
their passion and their efforts to reach
out to the community.

“I can’t say enough good about
them,” Stevens said. “They really go
above and beyond.”

Stevens’ goals for the Family Re-
source Center are for it to continue to
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Parker County Family Resource Center staff members, from left is Family Navigator
Jennifer Riley, Community Alignment Coordinator Jeanne Stevens, and Mieke Brock, who
oversees parent education/parent engagement groups.

grow, including with older kids and ar-
eas outside of Springtown, and to keep
getting feedback from the community.
People who are interested in joining
the parent advisory committee can
contact Stevens at jeanne.stevens@
mhmrtc.org.

The Family Resource Center is open

from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through
Friday at 314 E. Fifth Terrace. The
central Help Me Grow North Texas in-
take phone line to reach navigators is
844-NTX-KIDS or 844-689-5437.

To learn more about the center’s
groups, including Kindermusik, visit
parkercountyfrc.eventbrite.com.



[LOCAL BUSINESS]

Mom-and-pop
pop shop

BY DON MUNSCH

Frios Gourmet Pops in Azle in one
sense lives up to the meaning of mom-
and-pop business, although it is a fran-
chise that is part of a national chain.

Leesa and Eric Wolf are parents who
operate a Frios store in Azle and they
sell popsicles, hence one could accu-
rately say it’s a kind of a mom-and-pop
business, though not the traditional
kind involving total independence and
no connection with a chain or broader
operation.

Frios Gourmet Pops sells delicious
cold treats on a stick at its location on
West Main Street in Azle. But much of
its business is conducted outside its
walls.

Leesa Wolf began the Frios Gourmet
Pops franchise in Azle along with hus-
band Eric, who has a full-time job. Lee-
sa oversees the daily operations of the
business, located in what resembles a
stone cottage on 241 W. Main St., and
the company’s tie-dyed colored van
helps its visibility. Frios offers not only
treats in its store but also catering - in-
cluding corporate catering — and par-
ties and wholesale.

The local franchise’s visibility was
further enhanced when Wolf and
her van were recently included in the
shooting of “Yellowstone” episodes in
Fort Worth. Previously, her business
served pops to the crew of “1883,” an-
other television program.

Running a business has been a real
treat - pun intended - for Leesa, as it
brings something new every day.

“This has really been cool - it’s way
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Leesa Wolf, owner of Frios Gourmet Pops in Azle, shows a popsicle to Sophia Weaver, 2,
as her brother Barron, 6, ponders which treat he wants.

better than I ever expected it to be,”
she said about opening the franchise.
“And now we'’re the No. 1 franchise in
the company.”

The company is based in Mobile, Al-
abama. Patti Rother, president of Fri-
os Gourmet Pops, said her company
has 50 franchisees with 56 territories
across the country. In an email, Roth-
er described Leesa Wolf as “incredibly
tenacious. All of our franchisees in
the DEW market tend to have the top
sales for the company. Leesa had the
top sales two months in a row and has
had insane growth year over year. She
continues to beat records and set the
precedent for what is achievable.”

Rother said the “entire DFW market
is very strong” and the largest concen-
tration of franchises is here and “it
shows with our brand recognition and
reputation. They are all incredible busi-
ness owners.”

People connect with the Frios pops
in more than one way, she said.

“We talk about Frios pops in terms
of how it makes you feel,” Rother said.
“Our hand-poured gourmet pops bring
you back to the simpler times of life,
the carefree days of childhood. They
allow you to pause and indulge. They
give you a minute with your kids to en-
joy something delicious and give you a
moment of connection. Our flavors are
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craveable and made with fresh ingredi-
ents and gourmet inclusions.”

A new endeavor with
fulfilling roots

Born in Oklahoma, Leesa moved
with her family moved to the Metrop-
lex and she grew up in Arlington, grad-
uating from Arlington High School in
2002. She attended Tarrant County
College, receiving her associate degree,
and then moved on to Texas Tech Uni-
versity, where she earned her bache-
lor’s degree.

A registered nurse by vocation, she
has worked in the emergency room
and cath lab, specializing in critical
care. She worked for a large health care
system and worked as a float nurse,
and during the pandemic, the com-
pany wanted her to drive around the
Metroplex, including Plano and Frisco,
to work. That amount of travel was not
feasible given she lives in Azle; plus,
she has to pick up her son from school.
She has more than 12 years of expe-
rience as a nurse and still works as a
nurse part time, about once or twice a
month.

“My whole thing is I like helping
people,” she said. “Ilike helping people
and I like making them feel better and
I like making them smile, and so this
business kind of fits in with that. You
make people smile. They either hire
you to either come out with your truck
or deliver, and whether it’s adults or

kids, they’re all so excited to see us.”

She said Frios operators are called
Happiness Hustlers.

“We just sell happiness on a stick,”
she said.

Her franchise opened last year - al-
though she said the franchise has only
gotten its footing in the last six to eight
months - and it targets what she wants
to go after, so she makes contact with
places in the area, such as Fort Worth,
Springtown and Weatherford. Her
company will visit football games and
community events, such as festivals.
Frios had a presence at the Wild West
Festival in Springtown in September.
Leesa said her company intended to be
at Christmas on Main Street parade in
early December. Frios has been a pres-
ence at Stinger Field in Azle.

Business beginnings

During the pandemic, Leesa heard
about a Frios franchise in Aledo and
learned more about the business. She
and her neighbors and family sampled
some popsicles, and Leesa said they
thought they were the “best popsicles
ever.” She contacted the owner of the
Aledo Frios store, and she began talks
to open her own store.

“To be a franchisee, it doesn’t cost a
lot,” Leesa said.

She showed a map with her terri-
tories and other franchise territories.
She said a store owner has to buy the
product and then a truck and that the

Leesa Wolf, owner of Frios Gourmet Pops in Azle, stands in front of her business.
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truck has to be outfitted. The owner
minds the store.

“The freedom is nice because you
make your own schedule and you can
be as busy as you want or not as busy
as your want,” she said.

Frios franchise owners around here
can cover events of other Frios oper-
ators if and when needed, Leesa said.
The Azle franchise has eight employ-
ees, and some people are seasonal.
Leesa and another employee drive the
truck.

The popsicle products are made in
Mobile, Alabama — where the commer-
cial kitchen operates — and the prod-
uct’s concept is simple: Frios brass
wanted to make something tasty, mo-
bile and easy to eat.

“It just comes out of the package and
it’s perfect every time,” Leesa said.

There exist more than 80 flavors
and those flavors are rotated through-
out the year. On hand in the truck are
about 18 flavors. Fruit pops are made
with real fruit.

“Another good thing about our pops
is we don’t use high-fructose corn syr-
up,” Leesa said, noting there are not
any dyes in most pops. Leesa stressed
that her business offers real food and
that it stocks something that will
please various tastes or desires, such
as for special diets or preferences, and
she said Frios pops provide a better
choice than what a normal ice cream
truck would offer.

Frios conducts deliveries called pop
drops in which popsicles can be placed
in a cooler, and pop drops can be picked
up at the store in addition to be being
delivered.

In the future, she hopes her store
eventually will be “bigger and better”
and have indoor and covered outdoor
seating. At her store, if people buy
10 or more pops, they are charged $3
a pop rather than $4. If they buy six
pops, they get 15% off. On the truck,
popsicles are $5 because of the over-
head involved (gas and employee sal-
ary).

The store can be reached at 817-616-
2892 and parkercoefriospops.com.
The website is friospops.com/loca-
tions/fortworth.



Tech neck, also referred to as text
neck, is a new name for an old is-
sue, neck pain that’s caused by repet-
itive strain and injury to the muscles
and other tissue structures of the cer-
vical spine.

If you've ever spent hour after hour,
day after day staring at your comput-
er screen, you probably know the pain
that is “tech neck.” It’s a term that’s
come to refer to the soreness, stiff-
ness, and even injury that can result
from bending your head downward
to look at an electronic device for too
long, according to New York-Presbyte-
rian Hospital.

The ever-evolving screen technology
we've come to love and even rely on
lies at the root of tech neck, hence the
nickname.

The average adult head weighs 10-
12 pounds, which is supported by the
bony structures, muscles, ligaments,
and tendons of the neck. But when you
tilt your head forward and look down,
which is the common posture for tex-
ting, the weight of your head places
50-60 pounds of force on the neck. See
picture above.

In a study published in 2019 in PLoS
One that included survey data from
more than 500 people, researchers
found a strong association between
the amount of time someone spent us-
ing their phone and the duration and
severity of their neck pain. The study
author recommended that people pay
more attention to healthy sitting po-
sitions and the amount of time using

cellphones to potentially help cut back
on neck and shoulder pain caused by
device use.

Why is Tech Neck bad?

“Tech neck” can cause head-
aches, neck pain, pain in the shoul-
ders, pain in the upper back, tingling
or numbness in your hands, and even
a loss of the natural curve of the cer-
vical spine

Symptoms related to tech neck are
typically mild in the initial phases and
increase as the condition advances.
The most frequently reported symp-
toms include:

+ Generalized aching discomfort in
the lower neck, shoulders, and upper
back.

« Sharp, stabbing pain that’s intense
and localized in one spot.

+ Headaches.

+ Reduced mobility or stiffness in the
neck, upper back, and shoulders.

¢ Increased pain when tilting the
head forward and looking down to
text.

+ Jaw pain due to misalignment of
the cervical spine.

+ Tingling pain and numbness in
the arms and hands, related to spinal
nerve irritation and inflammation.

Treatment and Prevention

of Tech Neck

+ Raise the phone. Move the phone
(and other devices) up closer to eye
level so the head does not have to be
tilted forward.

What
1 1s Tech
Heck’
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« Take frequent breaks. Spend some
time away from the phone, or any type
of head-forward posture. If needed,
use an alarm or app to set automatic
reminders to take breaks from hand-
held devices.

« Stand up straight. Good posture,
with the chin tucked in and shoulders
pulled back, keeps the body aligned in
a neutral position.

+ Arch and stretch. Arch the neck and
upper back backward periodically to
ease muscle pain.

« Exercise regularly. A strong, flexible
back and neck are more able to han-
dle extra stress. Some research indi-
cates that teenagers who are active in
low-impact team sports or endurance
sports are less likely to have neck pain.

« See your chiropractor. Chiroprac-
tors are specifically trained to treat
the cervical spine in conjunction with
the connection to the upper back and
shoulders. They should give you home
exercises, combined with stretching
techniques to be able to work on this
problem while not in their office.
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The right care,

right here in Azle.

Care and Wellness Where You Need It.

You don’t have to go far for quality health care. You can get it right here in Azle. Texas Health
Azle offers many services and advanced technologies, so you can get quality care closer to home.
Plus, we are part of one of the largest health systems in North Texas, so you can feel confident
trusting Texas Health Azle with all your health care needs.

Texas Health is right there with you.

3D Mammography = MRl = EKG = Bone Density Testing
Emergency Services = Gastroenterology

Physical, Occupational & Speech Therapy = Surgical Services = Orthopedic Surgery

1-877-THR-WELL | TexasHealth.org/Azle

A Texas Health
(\l/ Harris Methodist Hospital®

AZLE
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