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Springtown Head Coach Brian 

Hulett was watching his football 

team sweat through their jerseys 

during early morning drills and 

pointed out a lineman practicing 

his footwork with teammates. Last 

year, the kid had been in close con-

tact with someone who had test-

ed positive for COVID and was 

forced to quarantine for 14 days.

He missed two games despite 

not being sick.

“It’s hard to understand some-

times,” Hulett said. “We’re send-

ing kids home for two weeks who 

never had symptoms or got sick.”

Athletes endure practices for 

the glory of playing under Friday 

night lights, not to sit at home and 

listen to games on the radio while 

quarantined. The pandemic and 

its ever-evolving rules and poli-

cies put extra pressure on teachers, 

administrators and coaches, but 

they’re adapting. 

“I think a lot about it,” Hulett 

Springtown moves 
to protect kids

said. “It’s the world we live in. 

We’ve got to do the best we can to 

keep our kids healthy. We will live 

within the rules and keep going.”

The rules have been scaled 

back since last year, but that could 

change. For now, Springtown 

ISD is following the TEA’s least 

restrictive guidance that makes 

masks and contact tracing volun-

tary. Those rules could change at 

any time, said school Superinten-

dent Mike Kelley.

In March the school board vot-

ed to follow TEA’s least restric-

tive guidance when it comes to 

COVID. That way, district policy 

doesn’t have to be re-written with 

new specifics ever time TEA’s 
guidelines evolve, which was often 

last year.

“It gave us some flexibility…
without having to come back and 

meet again and take board action 

in what might end up being weekly 

decisions,” Kelley said.

The school district’s web site 

contains links and information 

about the COVID-19 response 

plan, testing permission forms, de-

cision flow charts and other infor-
mation for parents to peruse before 

bringing kids back to school.

The pandemic is spreading 

quickly with the Delta variant, and, 

this week, Kelley met with county 

health officials and school nurses 
to discuss and draft additional pre-

cautions and guidelines.

Some rules will remain in place 

whether they are mandated or not, 

such as disinfecting the locker 

room daily, Hulett said.   

 “We’re good about that anyway 

because of staph and all that kind 

of business,” he said. “We wash 

nonstop. Clean our locker rooms 

all the time. Spray down our locker 

room and equipment. I mean, we 

were already doing that kind of 

stuff, so we feel good about that.”

CAMPUS MEDICAL 
RESOURCE

This year, students who do come 

to school and feel sick will be 

The Parker County Hospital 

District is offering free COV-

ID-19 testing and vaccinations in 

Weatherford to help stem the tide 

of cases wrought by the Delta 

variant.

Testing will be available for 

four Wednesdays — Aug. 18, 25, 

Sept. 1 and 8 — between 8 a.m. 

and 3 p.m. at Heritage Park, 317 

Santa Fe Drive. 

“We’re seeing a rise in COVID 

numbers,” said Sean Hughes, 

Emergency Management Coordi-

nator for Parker County.

Hughes said the intent is not 

to tell people what to do, but to 

provide them with options and 

educate them.

The number of people getting 

vaccinated in Parker County be-

gan declining in mid-April after 

peaking the week of March 29 

through April 4 with 6,790 vac-

cines administered. The week of 

June 28 through July 4, only 810 

vaccines were administered.

By the end of July, that trend be-

gan to reverse and between Aug. 

2 and Aug. 8, 1,757 vaccinations 

were administered, according to 

data from the Texas Department 

of State Health Services. 

As the number of cases in-

FROM STAFF REPORTS

The long anticipated wait for the FM 51 

detour from Highway 199 is here. 

The detour began Aug. 11 with east and 

westbound Hwy.199 reduced to one lane in 

each direction near FM 51.

FM 51 will not be accessible from 

Hwy.199 while this work is underway. The 

detour is expected to last through the winter, 

according to Texas Department of Transpor-

tation officials.
For southbound commuters, traffic will de-

tour on Old Springtown Road to Texas Drive 

to reach FM 51. A temporary stoplight has 

been installed at Hwy.199 and Old Spring-

town Road to facilitate the detour.

Those traveling north will continue to use 

the Pojo Road detour to reach FM 51.

Local traffic will maintain access to South 
FM 51 within the work zone using Rober-

son Avenue. Signs have been placed to direct 

traffic.

FM 51 
detour route 
in place

Infographic created using data from TxDOT

BY JEFF PRINCE

jeff@azlenews.net

Free testing 
and vaccinations 
offered as 
cases spike 

BY SUSAN McFARLAND

sptreporter@azlenews.net

creased, so did the number of 

those seeking vaccinations, ac-

cording to data from Parker 

County health officials.
In July, new positive cases 

were hovering at 10 to 12 cases 

per day, with some days seeing 

nearly double the average. But by 

mid-July, cases started increasing 

with 69 new cases July 14 and 56 

cases July 22.

This month, numbers are sig-

nificantly higher. On Aug. 3, the 
county reported 139 positive cas-

es and on Aug. 5 116 new cases 

were reported.

With Tarrant County also see-

ing a spike in cases, health offi-

cials began offering free testing, 
with sites rotating throughout 

the county. In Lake Worth at the 

Northwest Public Health Center, 

tests are available from 8 a.m. to 

noon on Wednesdays.

“Testing remains an important 

tool in our efforts to slow the 
spread of COVID-19,” said Tar-

rant County Judge Glen Whitley. 

“The County’s testing is free and 

easily accessible, so there is no 

reason not to get tested if you sus-

pect you may have COVID-19.”

The Texas Division of Emer-

gency Management had previously 

operated testing sites across Tarrant 

County but reduced their opera-

tions in June as demand slowed.

SEE BACK TO SCHOOL, PAGE 3A.

High school football players in Springtown are grunting and groaning before the first sliver of sunlight peeks over the horizon. 

In early August, the Springtown Porcupines began hitting their practice fields at 6 a.m. to beat the heat.
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Edward Jones - it’s time for investing to feel individual.
The 2021 U.S. Full-service Investory Satisfaction Study is based on 

responses from 4,392 investors who make some or all investment 

decisions with a financial advisor. The study was fielded from December 

2020 through February 2021. For more information, visit jdpower.com/

awards. Rating may not be indicative of future performance and may not 

be representative of any one client’s experience because it reflects an 

average of experiences of responding clients.

Carolyn Rocha, CFP®, AAMS®

Financial Advisor

825 E. Hwy. 199, Suite 101 Springtown 

817-523-3196

Edward Jones ranks highest in investor 

satisfaction with full service brokerage firms, 

according to the J.D. Power 2021 U.S. 
Full Service Investor Satisfaction Studysm

Why? Because we work to provide 
you with the individualized answers 
and attention you need.

Contact me at 817-523-3196 to get started.

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

3D Mammography ■ MRI ■ EKG ■ Bone Density Testing  

Emergency Services ■ Physical, Occupational & Speech Therapy 

Gastroenterology ■ Surgical Services

1-877-THR-WELL  |  TexasHealth.org/Azle

You don’t have to go far for quality health care. You can 

get it right here in Azle. Texas Health Azle offers many 

services and advanced technologies, so you can get quality 

care closer to home. Plus, we are part of one of the largest 

health systems in North Texas, so you can feel confident 

trusting Texas Health Azle with all your health care needs. 

And, as always, we have protocols in place designed around 

your safety.

Texas Health is right there with you.

Doctors on the medical staffs practice independently and are not employees or agents of Texas 

Health hospitals or Texas Health Resources. © 2021

The right care, 

right here in Azle.
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Citywide memorial planned for 

those who died of overdose

The event helps families heal as International 
Overdose Awareness Day approaches

A memorial for loved ones 
lost due to overdose will be 
held from 6 to 8 p.m. Aug. 
28 at the Tabernacle on the 
Square in Springtown.

Organizers Joe and Jessica 
Castro, founders of We ARE 
our brothers keeper, said all 
of the community is invited 
to the event which will in-
clude speakers, free hot 
dogs, and a flag display with 
names of those who have 
died of an overdose. 

The couple’s son, Joseph 
Castro, died of a fentanyl 
overdose June 24, 2019. He 
was 28.

To help themselves and 
others, the Castro fam-
ily created a support group 
that connects families in the 
community.

“We ARE our brother’s 
keeper” was started to bring 
awareness and support for 
drug addiction and overdose 
prevention.

After Joseph Castro died, 
his mother said they “knew 
immediately that we must 
carry on his legacy of being 
not only his blood broth-
ers’ keeper but everyone’s 

BY SUSAN McFARLAND

sptreporter@azlenews.net

keeper.”
Jessica Castro said the 

idea for the memorial event 
was born while thinking 
about International Over-
dose Awareness Day which 
is Aug. 31.

“I’m finding myself think-
ing… what brought us to 
this place? Why am I aware 
of international overdose 
day? What is “ we are our 
brothers keeper “ about? 
The answer to this is tragi-
cally simple! 

“When our Joseph passed 
away we didn’t know what to 
make of it! We didn’t know 
how to say the words ‘he 
overdosed’ (not to ourselves, 
much less anyone else). I’m 
not sure if it was shame, or 
fear of such a word as over-
dose. I remember kids ask-
ing me did Joseph really die 
from this? And then them 
saying I met a kid at school 
who’s dad , mom, etc. died 
that way too!” she wrote on 
the group’s Facebook page. 

Castro said she realized 
her family was part of an-
other “family” of people that 
felt alone in their grief, alone 
in their questions, and alone 
with their loss of someone 
they love.

“I remember the instant 
that I said no more feeling 
alone, shamed or fearful of 
judgment! We are in this to-
gether and as a community 
we should love each other 
through it! Joseph is our son 
… he is someone’s brother, 
friend uncle … our loved 
ones are SOMEBODYS 
SOMEONE! So as overdose 
day approaches I’d love for 
y’all to tell us about YOUR 
SOMEONE! Let’s keep 
them alive today and every-
day!” she wrote.

For those who would like 
their loved one’s name on 
the flag display can send 
a message via the group’s 
Facebook page at https://
w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /
groups/247802716917220 
or send a message to Jessica 
Castro via text at 817-629-
6129 or email at jessicami-
chelle1376@icloud.com. Joseph Castro (left) with his mother Jessica Castro Photo courtesy of Jessica Castro

FROM STAFF REPORTS

A third round of funding 
is available for Weatherford 
College students who have 
experienced economic hard-
ships due to COVID-19, and 
with classes starting Aug. 23 
the funding has arrived just 
in time to help students for 
the fall semester.

WC has received more 
than $10 million as part of 
the third round of student aid 
from the Coronavirus Aid 
Relief and Economic Secu-
rity Act (CARES). Approxi-
mately half of those funds 
are for college incurred, CO-
VID-related expenses and 
$5,261,403 is specifically 
for student aid.

Full time students, those 
currently enrolled in a mini-
mum of 12 hours for the se-
mester, are eligible for up to 

New federal funds 
available for Weatherford 
College students

$2,000 of CARES III funds. 
Part time students are eligi-
ble for prorated awards.

“We are incredibly excited 
about the educational op-
portunities that these federal 
funds will bring to our stu-
dents,” said WC President 
Tod Allen Farmer. “Like 
many of our good citizens, 
Weatherford College stu-
dents have felt the economic 
impact of the COVID pan-
demic. Many more students 
will now have the financial 
ability to earn employable 
skill sets.”

College administrators es-
timate approximately 4,500 
students qualify for this 
round of funding. Notices 
are now going out to student 
emails on how to apply.

The first round of CARES 
Act funds were allocated to 

1,283 WC students during 
the Fall 2020 semester. The 
full $1,273,848 in student 
funding was disbursed to 
WC students as of Dec. 8, 
2020.

A second round of fund-
ing was released during 
the Spring 2021 semester, 
known as CARES Act II, 
and the college received 
an additional $1,273,848 
for students. As of June 22, 
1,253 students had received 
$1,249,500 of those funds.

The college also used 
CARES funding to wipe out 
the debt of approximately 
300 students, totaling more 
than $230,000.

Find more information 
on CARES Act funding at 
wc.edu/cares.
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING 
TO DISCUSS BUDGET AND 

PROPOSED TAX RATE

Under state law, the dollar amount of school taxes imposed on the residence home-
stead of a person 65 years of age or older or of the surviving spouse of such a person, 
if the surviving spouse was 55 years of age or older when the person died, may not be 
increased above the amount paid in the first year after the person turned 65, regardless 
of changes in tax rate or property value.

Notice of Voter-Approval Rate: The highest tax rate the district can adopt before requir-
ing voter approval at an election is $ 1.176068     This election will be automatically 
held if the district adopts a rate in excess of the  voter-approval rate of   $  1.176068.

Fund Balances

The following estimated balances will remain at the end of the current fiscal year and 
are not encumbered with or by a corresponding debt obligation, less estimated funds 
necessary for operating the district before receipt of the first state aid payment:

Maintenance and Operations Fund Balance(s) $ 9,000,000

Interest & Sinking Fund Balance(s) $500,000     

A school district may not increase the district’s maintenance and operations tax rate to 
create a surplus in maintenance and operations tax revenue for the purpose of paying 
the district’s debt service.

Comparison of Proposed Levy with Last Year’s Levy on Average Residence

 Last Year This Year

Average Market Value of Residences $188,350 $240,152

Average Taxable Value of Residences $148,033 $179,403

Last Year’s Rate Versus Proposed Rate per $100 Value $1.24420 $114320

Taxes Due on Average Residence $1,841.83 $2,050.94

Increase (Decrease) in Taxes  $209.11

Bonded Indebtedness

Total amount of outstanding and unpaid bonded indebtedness* $47,875,000
*Outstanding principal

The Springtown Independent School District will hold a public meeting at 7:00 p.m. on 
Monday, August 23, 2021 in the Springtown ISD Board Room, 301 E. 5th Street, Spring-
town, Texas 76082.  

The purpose of this meeting is to discuss the school district’s budget that will determine 
the tax rate that will be adopted.  Public participation in the discussion is invited. 

The tax rate that is ultimately adopted at this meeting or at a separate meeting at a later 
date may not exceed the proposed rate shown below unless the district publishes a re-
vised notice containing the same information and comparisons set out below and  holds 
another public meeting to discuss the revised notice.

Maintenance Tax $.09603/$100 
 (Proposed rate for maintenance and operations)

School Debt Service Tax Approved by Local Voters $0.1825/$100 
 (Proposed rate to pay bonded indebtedness)

Comparison of Proposed Budget with Last Year’s Budget

The applicable percentage increase or decrease (or difference) in the amount budgeted 
in the preceding fiscal year and the amount budgeted for the fiscal year that begins dur-
ing the current tax year is indicated for each of the following expenditure categories:

Maintenance and operations 3.5% increase or % (decrease) 
Debt Service .04 % increase or % (decrease) 
Total expenditures 3.54% increase or % (decrease)

Total Appraised Value and Total Taxable Value 
(as calculated under Section 26.04, Tax Code)

  Preceding Tax Year Current Tax Year

Total appraised value* of all property $2,332,927,537 $2,949,737,790

Total appraised value* of new property** $108,397,905 $134,591,091

Total taxable value*** of all property $1,604,456,473 $1,963,334,311

Total taxable value*** of new property $108,397,905 $134,591,091

*“Appraised value” is the amount shown on the appraisal roll and defined by Tax Code Section 1.048(8).

**“New property” is defined by Tax Code Section 26.012(17).

***“Taxable value” is defined by Tax Code Section 1.04(10).

Last Year’s Rate $1.0372 $0.20700* $1.24420 $5,447 $4,046

Rate to Maintain Same Level of Maintenance & Operations Revenue & Pay Debt Service 

 $0.97263 $0.23861* $1.21124 $5,931 $3,800

Proposed Rate $0.96030 $0.18290* $1.14320 $5,916 $4,387
* The Interest & Sinking Fund tax revenue is used to pay bonded indebtedness on construction, equipment, or both.

   The bonds, and the tax rate necessary to pay those bonds, were approved by the voters of this district.

Maintenance & 
Operations

Interest & 
Sinking Fund* Total

Local Revenue 
Per Student

State Revenue 
Per Student 

Comparison of Proposed Rates with Last Year’s Rates

AZLE AREA CLUBS

AND ORGANIZATIONS

Meets 2nd TUESDAY 6:30 PM

412 Commerce, Azle 
e-clubhouse.org/sites/azle_tk/

Brandon Reese - president 

817-994-0074

Azle Lion’s Club

Rotary
Club 

of Azle

MEETS AT NOON 
THURSDAY

412 Commerce St.
(across from Azle Post Offi ce)

Optimist
Club of Azle

Meets every 
FRIDAY at 6:45 AM

Moe’s Country Kitchen 
316 W. Main, Azle

Addiction wants to destroy
you & everyone around you.

The Finish Line

With Jesus there
is Victory over
addiction.

GET BACK IN

THE RACE!

Meetings held every Friday from

7:30PM-9:30PM at The Church at Azle

1801 S. Stewart • Azle • 817-401-8513

www.ourfi nishline.com

Daily meetings at Noon & 6:30 pm
Sunday at 3 pm

229 S. Stewart St. • Azle
817-332-3533

Faced with a
DRINKING Problem?

Perhaps Alcoholics Anonymous can HELP.

Post your clubs or 
organization 

meetings here!

Only $100 
for 52 weeks of 

advertising

Call Johnna for details:

817-270-3340

Azle Boy Scout

Troop 243
Meets Mondays 7 PM

Azle First Assembly of God

1020 Southeast Parkway

troop243azle.org

Call Johnna for details:

817-270-3340

Only $100 
for 52 weeks of 

advertising

Eagle
Mountain
Pregnancy
Help Center

10328 Jacksboro Hwy
Fort Worth TX 76135

817-237-1819
www.emphc.org

Mon 12-6 PM Thurs 12-6 PM

SE HABLA ESPAÑOL

Volunteer Caregiver
Training Classes

Classes open to
public at no charge

Good N.E.W.S.
L I V ING AT HOME BLOCK NURSE PROGRAM

Our
Volunteers 

Make a
Difference!

Caregiver Volunteer Meeting
1st Monday of

Each Month at 6pm

817-444-2300

412 Commerce St.

Floor School or Work
7:30 PM

THURSDAY NIGHT

Chris Akers - Worshipful Master

Rocky Gralla - Secretary

Clint Hall - Treasurer

Azle Lodge

No. 601

August 31st is the dead-
line to submit applications 
for candidacy for director 
of Zone 5.  Under the provi-
sions of the V.T.C.A., Agri-
culture Code, Chapter 201, 
those who hold title to farm 
and ranch lands lying within 
Zone 5, who are at least 18 
years of age, live in Parker 
County, and are actively en-
gaged in farming or ranching 
in that zone may apply to be 
a director or may vote in the 
election to determine who 
will represent them.  Zone 5 
is the wedge between Hwy. 
920 to the west, Hwy. 730 
to the east and the Parker 
County line to the north be-
ing Wise County and to the 
east being Tarrant County. 

Interested persons may 
pick up a packet outside the 
door of the Parker County 
SWCD office located at 604 
North Main, Suite 100 in 
Weatherford.  The SWCD is 
co-located within the USDA 
Service Center and is meet-

Parker County now hiring 
for director of Zone 5 

ing with people by appoint-
ment only.  Contact may be 
made by email parkercoun-
ty@swcd.texas.gov or by 
phone at 817-594-4672, ext. 
3.  Packets will be mailed if 
requested.

If only one candidate ap-
plies for the position of Zone 
5 director an election will 
not be necessary.  If two or 
more apply an election will 
be held Thursday, October 7, 
2021 at 9:00 a.m. 

Parker County SWCD is 
a political subdivision of 
the State of Texas, a grass 
roots organization made up 
of farmers and ranchers who 
volunteer their time to take 
the lead in conservation ac-
tivities.  Established in 1941 

as Hood-Parker Soil and 
Water Conservation, now 
the Parker County SWCD, 
the District continues to be a 
volunteer group made up of 
farmers and ranchers from 
each of the 5 zones in Parker 
County who are actively en-
gaged in farming and ranch-
ing and are dedicated to 
bringing about widespread 
understanding of the need 
for conservation, not just on 
rural land, but on all lands in 
Parker County.

The District operates and 
maintains 34 flood preven-
tion structures, 6 grade sta-
bilization structures, and one 
channel in Parker County.  
This flood prevention saves 
the county, and county resi-
dents more than two million 
dollars each year protecting 
land, roads, other property, 
and of course lives.

Contact: Wanda Carter, 
Office Manager, 817-594-
4672, ext. 3.

Independent films and 
filmmakers will again be 
in the spotlight during the 
Second Annual Crazy About 
Film Festival taking place 
Aug. 20-22 in Mineral 
Wells.

Supported by the Min-
eral Wells Area Chamber of 
Commerce, the event fea-
tures filmmaking talent from 
all over the world. Down-
town venues will be trans-
formed into pop-up cinemas 
to screen a total of 35 films 
throughout the festival’s 
weekend.

“We could not have been 
happier with the festival we 
put on last year,” said Bob 
Kaspar, festival co-founder 
and programmer. “This year 
is going to be even better. 

Indie films, filmmakers to 

screen work in North Texas
We’ve received literally 
thousands of submissions 
from all over the world 
and were absolutely blown 
away.”

The festival kicks off 
Aug. 20 with a screening of 
“Tombstone” and a Western-
themed launch party at the 
Hole in the Wall Biergarten.

The next day, the Crazy 
Water Plaza will host the 
Crazy About Short Film 
Competition.

The fun continues that 
night at The Hatchet House 
with an “ax-cellent” evening 
of film and axe throwing 
and the screening of the Co-
hen brother’s classic, “True 
Grit,” starring Jeff Bridges 
and Matt Damon.

Advance tickets for all 

screenings are just $5. They 
are available online at www.
crazyaboutfilmfestival.com 
or at the screenings them-
selves for $7.

“I’m so excited for this 
event,” Kaspar said. “We 
received over 3,200 submis-
sions for this year’s contest. 
We narrowed that field down 
to a total of 32 and every 
single one of them are ab-
solute gems. What I really 
love about this contest is 
that our audience will serve 
as the judges. By voting for 
their favorite film, they will 
crown the champion of this 
year’s festival.”

For more information 
about the festival visit www.
crazyaboutfilmfestival.com.

able to visit a doctor at the 
nurse’s office via telemedi-
cine and MedPod medi-
cal carts. A grant from the 
federal Coronavirus Relief 
Fund is funding the initia-
tive along with assistance 
from Parker County Hospi-
tal District.

The carts have been in-
stalled at each campus 
nurse’s office at a cost of 
$38,000 apiece, paid for by 
federal funding.

“When the students come 
in sick, the campus nurse 
will evaluate them first by 
taking their vital signs and 
potentially do some rapid 
testing depending on their 
symptoms,” said Dr. Steven 

Welch, a licensed provider 
with the Parker County 
Hospital District in a pre-
pared statement earlier this 
year. “The nurse will then 
notify me that they have a 
student ready to be seen and 
I will dial in to see the pa-
tient.”

Using the program, stu-
dents can be checked for 
COVID-19, the flu, or strep 
throat and receive treatment 
for allergies, ear pain, eye 
infections, rashes, fever and 
sore throat.

Kathleen Durham, Direc-
tor of Marketing for PCHD, 
said that having the Med-
Pods available for students 
will have a positive impact 

BACK TO SCHOOL, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1A.

for both students and their 
families.

“This cuts down on so 
much out-of-school time,” 
Durham said. “That means 
kids can get back to school 
sooner, and parents don’t 
have to take off too much 
time from work.”

Parents will be asked for 
permission prior to every 
telehealth visit. Students 
need to be registered for 
the program prior to be-
ing seen. Families can 
sign their students up on-
line by visiting https://
www.pchdtx.org/getpage.
php?name=Springtown_
ISD. 

Call 817-220-7217 and keep up with the news that 

impacts your life every day!
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Contrary to what some are saying...

I’m not dead!
I’m alive and well and ready to 

take care of all your plumbing needs. 

- Don Landers

LANDERS PLUMBING CO.
Plumbing Repairs • Drains Cleaned

817-444-3054
Don Landers • M-10078

RESTORE 
EDUCATION

Homeschool & 
Private School Hybrid

Call Renie at 

702-808-0195
Only Eleven Spots Left

Need help schooling 
your 8th grader?

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING FY 2021-2022 BUDGET

The City of Springtown will hold a public hearing on Thursday, 
August 26, 2021, at the Court Annex Building, 200 N Main, 
Springtown, Texas at 7:00 p.m. The purpose of this meeting 
is to discuss the City’s budget that will be adopted. Public 
participation in the discussion is invited. This budget will raise 
more revenue from property taxes than last year’s budget by 
$133,839, which is a 10.76% increase from last year’s budget. 
The property tax revenue to be raised from new property added 
to the tax roll this year is $88,316.

LEGAL PUBLIC NOTICES

INSURANCE DIRECTORY

Springtown
Amy Kaplan, Agent

813 E. Hwy. 199

Springtown, TX

817-220-5222

Voted Best Agent of Parker County 2014, 2015 & 2016

Parker County

Voted Best Insurance Agency of Parker County 2015

www.amykaplaninsurance.com

Health · Life · Disability · Dental · Final Expense

817-444-1129

682-209-2027
www.SorrowFamilyInsurance.com

Stephanie and Ed

Home · Auto · Boat · Motorcycle · Big Rig · Mobile Home

Our Family Helping Yours!

Paying Too 

Much For 

Insurance?

Call For 

Your Free 

Quote

Sorrow Family Insurance

HOGLE
INSURANCE 

GROUP

HOGLEINSURANCE.COM

“OUR BEST POLICY IS PERSONAL SERVICE”

817-444-6389SHAYE HOGLE HOGYE HOGLE

Nationwide

Burtnett  Ins. Agency
Kaye Burtnett, agent

817-220-7682

HOME•AUTO•LIFE

www.Germania Insurance.com

Albracht Harwood
Insurance Agency Inc.

120 S. Main St #4, Springtown, TX 76082

albrachtharwoodinsurance.com

(817) 220-4700
2nd Location - Grapevine, TX

Auto•Home•Life•CommerCiAL
Serving Parker County and all of Texas since 1972

We represent:

•Allstate

•Germania

•Hartford

•Encompass

•Safeco

•StateAuto

•Zurich

•AndMore

817-441-9053 
DoyleMoss-Doyle@doylemoss.com LindaMoss-Linda@doylemoss.com

www.Doylemoss.com

PEOPLE’S CHOICE AWARDS 5 YEARS IN A ROW!

VOTED #1 INSURANCE AGENCY IN AZLE

817-444-1100
408 Boyd Ct. • Azle

www.HaleyCarter.com

HALEY CARTER

Night fishing under the lights
ON FISHING

An alternative to beat the 

summer heat and to enjoy 

some great fishing is to fish 
at night.  The night has other 

advantages such as generally 

less wind and no skiers or Jet 

Skis.  A little breeze is still 

preferred especially on those 

hot humid stale nights.

Fishing under the lights 

has been around forever.  

Most folks who live on the 

water have lights on their 

docks that attract fish.  I 
have used a lantern, hanging 

it off of the edge of the boat 
to do the same thing.  

Many folks believe that 

the lights attract bugs (and 

they do) and the fish move 
in to feed on the bugs. Yes 

some of the fish do feed on 
the bugs, but in reality it is 

usually the plankton that are 

attracted to the light, which 

then brings in the small fish 
and then the bigger fish.  

The night lights available 

these days come in a variety 

of colors, but most agree that 

green lights are generally 

the best.  Science will tell 

you that the most penetrat-

ing frequencies of light in 

the water are blue and green 

in the spectrum of available 

colors.  White lights are still 

offered and they do work, as 
white has all the colors of 

the spectrum. However, the 

general consensus is green 

is all that you need.  Some 

folks may disagree.   

Most of all the newer 

lights and some of the older 

lights are submersible.  The 

big advantage to submers-

ible lights is the fact that 

the bugs are kept at bay.  

Very little light is reflected 
up, which cuts down on the 

bugs.  You know and I know 
that the bugs can get unbear-

able from a hanging white 

light.  

The action can be tremen-

dous under lights.  Concen-

trating the baitfish will bring 
in the predators and at times 

the action will be outstanding 

especially if the fish are in a 
feeding frenzy.  Many indoor 

fishing docks across the coun-

MICHAEL ACOSTA

As a licensed professional 
fishing guide, Michael Acosta 

shows you how to find them. A 
Granbury resident of more than 
35 years, he has been fishing 
all of his life, and has been a 
licensed guide since 1998.

michael.acosta@att.net

try use lights to attract fish.  It 
is a known technique.   

There are many differ-
ent portable lights on the 

market, but there are four 

types I am aware of.  They 
include floating sealed beam 
lights, fluorescent lights, 
LED lights and submersible 

halogen lights.  All of these 

types of lights will do the 

job.  There are pros and cons 

to each of them.  

Light Emitting Diodes 

(LED) are lights that gen-

erally have the longest life 

and use the least amount 

of energy.  They used to be 

priced out of the market, but 

currently the prices are com-

petitive with other types of 

lights. 

Many of these types of 

lights will run the night on a 

few dry cell batteries. LED-

type lights come in a variety 

of colors and can be config-

ured in many different ways.  
Those that I have seen are 
configured in a submersible 
vertical tube. 

Submersible halogen 

lights operate under the sur-

face so there is minimal im-

pact due to wind and waves 

and you of course minimize 

the bug impact with the 

light under the water.  These 

halogen lights will gener-

ally draw more current for 

the same level of lighting 

as fluorescents, but they are 
generally smaller and you 

can buy replacement bulbs.

When night fishing on a 
boat with lights, it is a good 

idea to anchor the boat se-

curely so that movement 

is minimized.  The float-
ing lights you choose can 

be placed right next to the 

boat.  The other submersible 

type lights can be lowered to 

a desired depth around the 

boat. 

Wait a few minutes and 

the baitfish will move in.  
The bigger predators will 

more than likely be under 

or on the edge.  Be careful 

not to spook the predators.  

Work different depths until 
you locate the best depth.  

If for some reason the fish 
don’t move in, move and 

find another potential spot.  

FISHING REPORT

On other lakes, Lake 

Whitney striper fishing is hit 
and miss in the heat.  Some 

good catches reported above 

the Katy bridge on feeding 

flats.  Look for surface ac-

tion on Whitney under the 

white cranes midlake.  Lake 

Proctor sand bass limits are 

common.           

FUN DAY SUNDAY: Granbury resident Cathy McGrath shows the two biggest striped bass she caught 

Sunday on Lake Granbury. She wanted to learn Lake Granbury and had a great day catching a limit of 

striped bass to 10 pounds, along with some catfish and sand bass. Courtesy Photo By Mike Acosta

$40 IN-COUNTY
$36.50 SENIOR CITIZEN

$25 ONLINE ONLY 

Subscribe today!

817-220-7217
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August

H  Live Music Fri and Sat

H  Daily Lunch & Dinner Specials

H  Karaoke Thurs 7 PM - 10 PM

104 S. Main St. On The Square 
682-615-7265

Open 7 DayS a weeK! 

FaMiLieS weLcOMe!

Sun -Thurs 11 AM - 11 PM 

Fri 11 AM - Midnight, Sat 11 AM - 1 PM

Where We mix & you mingle!

Sat, September 18, 2021
HiStoric Springtown Square 

9:00 am – 4:00 pm

• Parade at 10 a.m.
• Annual BBQ cookoff

For Vendor, Parade or 
BBQ Cook-Off Applications, visit 

www.wildwestfestival.org 

37th Annual
Wild West Festival

Or call 817-220-7828 
for more information

Children’s Area 

Rides & Activities in the Park

Over 200 Vendors 
(Arts, Crafts, Info & Food) 

401 Hwy 199 West · Springtown

817-220-7915

Western Cafe

Dinner Specials Daily

TAKE OUT 
ORDERS WELCOME
Open Sun-Thurs 6 AM - 10 PM

Fri & Sat 6 AM - 10 PM

Breakfast 
All Day

Daily Lunch Specials
From 10:30 AM - 3 PM

$795
Includes 2 Sides

$895
Includes 3 Sides

Offering the most extensive local flooring options!

Free Estimates • Financing Available

www.TexasDesignerFlooring.com

817-752-2065
500B N. Stewart Suite 1, Azle

New Customer 
Special

$1,000 off
Material & Installation 
with Minimum Purchase of $2,000

Natural Stone • Glass Tile

Tile Luxury Vinyl CarpetHardwood

Growing up, Jessie Boyd knew he wanted 
to own his own business someday. In 2013, 
his determination paid off and he was pre-
sented with the opportunity to purchase the 
store he was working for at the time, and 
Texas Designer Flooring was born.

Eight years later, Texas Designer Floor-
ing has two established locations — the 
original store, located in the beautiful Fort 
Worth historical district off of Camp Bowie, 
and their newest location lo-
cated right in the heart of Azle.

Project and store manager 
Haley Miller brings 10 years 
of experience in all aspects of 
construction to the team. She 
has worked in economic devel-
opment, design and architec-
ture, and project management. 
Haley has worked in retail for 
the past five years, helping 
homeowners bring their vi-
sions to life.

“Seeing the light in my 
homeowner’s eyes when they 
see their new space is what 
really drives me,” Haley says. 
“I love my job!”

Texas Designer Flooring 
specializes in new construc-
tion and remodels. Whether 
you want tile, hardwood, vinyl, carpet, or 
natural stone, the team will work to help 
you create the look you want.

Over the years, Texas Designer Floor-
ing has evolved from servicing only retail 

customers to incorporating custom home 
build projects and larger commercial op-
portunities. The team’s dedication and 
attention to detail has led them to be part 
of popular Fort Worth, Texas magazines, 
HGTV’s Dream Home, and multiple other 
collaborations with HGTV shows. They 
have received multiple awards for Best 
Flooring in Fort Worth.

Jessie Boyd and his team of sales associ-
ates and skilled installers 
are what make Texas De-
signer Flooring your top 
choice flooring store. You 
can browse their inventory 
at www.texasdesigner-
flooring.com. 

Take advantage of their 
new customer special with 
$1,000 off your project. 
Restrictions apply: Must 
be on material and in-
stallation projects with 
a $2,000 minimum pur-
chase. They also pass on 
any vendor discounts to 
their customers.

Stop by and see what 
they have to offer at 500 B 
N. Stewart Street in Azle, 
across from Brookshire’s. 

They are open Monday through Friday 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m., and Saturday 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m. Need a special appointment? Call 
817-752-2065 to schedule a time that works 
for you.

Texas Designer Flooring

Stop by and see what they have to offer at 500 B N. Stewart Street in Azle, 
across from Brookshire’s.

Haley Miller, project and 
store manager for Texas 
Designer Flooring.

The number of Texans 
hospitalized with lab-con-
firmed COVID-19 cases is 
increasing faster than at any 
other point since the pan-
demic began in early 2020, 
due to the highly contagious 
delta variant.

As of Sunday, the Texas 
Department of State Health 
Services reported 8,892 
people were in Texas hos-
pitals. That is up more than 
four-fold from a month ago. 
The Coronavirus Resource 
Center at Johns Hopkins 
University reported 96,807 
cases in the past week and 
384 deaths. That is nearly 
eight times the number of 
new cases reported a month 
ago and more than double 
the deaths.

In Austin, health authori-
ties warned the public that a 
surge in cases has swamped 
hospitals, according to a 
New York Times report. 
Intensive-care units are near 
capacity, with only a handful 
of ICU beds available.

Gov. Greg Abbott has 
barred local governments 
and public schools from re-
instituting mask mandates 
but is urging people to get 
vaccinated against COV-
ID-19. The vast majority of 
those hospitalized have not 
been vaccinated.

Gary Borders is a veteran award-winning Texas journal-

ist. He published a number of community newspapers 

in Texas during a 30-year span, including in Longview, 

Fort Stockton, Nacogdoches and Cedar Park. 

gborders@texaspress.com.

CAPITOL HIGHLIGHTS
By Gary Borders

Delta variant spurs huge increase 
in COVID-19 hospitalizations

A total of 12.84 million 
Texans are fully vaccinated, 
about 44% of the state’s to-
tal population, according to 
DSHS.

SECOND SPECIAL 

SESSION UNDERWAY; 

DEMS STILL AWOL

Abbott convened a second 
special session just hours af-
ter the first session expired 
but there still wasn’t a quo-
rum present to pass bills. 
Many Texas House Demo-
cratic legislators remained 
in Washington, D.C. in an 
effort to both block a quo-
rum and lobby members of 
Congress to pass a federal 
voting rights bill. 

Abbott has put forth a 17-
item agenda that includes 
the election reform bill, bail 
reform, border security and 
other issues that were pre-
sented but not passed during 
the regular session.

“I will continue to call 
special session after special 
session to reform our broken 
bail system, uphold election 

integrity, and pass other im-
portant items that Texans de-
mand and deserve,” Abbott 
said when announcing the 
new session. “Passing these 
special session agenda items 
will chart a course towards a 
stronger and brighter future 
for the Lone Star State.”

Texas House Democrats 
predictably were critical. 
State Rep. Ina Minjarez said 
Abbott is “wasting” taxpay-
ers’ money, chiding the gover-
nor in a tweet with the hashtag 
#StopGaslightingTexans. 

ADDITIONAL MONTH 

OF LEGISLATIVE 

FUNDING 

ANNOUNCED

Texas Capitol employees 
won’t have to go without a 
paycheck in September af-
ter all.

Abbott vetoed a por-
tion of the state budget that 
funds the Legislature and 
its staff after House Demo-
crats walked out during the 
regular session. But Abbott, 
Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick, House 

Speaker Dade Phelan and 
others announced an addi-
tional month of funding for 
the Legislature before the 
second special session that 
began Saturday.

“Texans should not have to 
pay for Legislators who quit 
their jobs and leave unfin-
ished business,” Abbott said. 
“…Funding is being tempo-
rarily restored for legislative 
staff that will be necessary to 
pass critical legislation…”

At least $12.6 million will 
be transferred from the Tex-
as Department of Criminal 
Justice to both chambers and 
the legislative agencies that 
support them, the Texas Tri-
bune reported.

The biennial budget, 
which is already funded, 
ends Aug. 31. Without the 
additional funding, more 
than 2,000 state workers 
might not have been paid 
after that date. The special 
session by law lasts no more 
than 30 days.

PANDEMIC HELP 

FOR TIMBER 

HARVESTERS, 

HAULERS

Texans who make a living 
cutting or hauling timber, or 
processing wood by chip-
ping or grinding, are eligible 
for grants from a fund of up 

to $200 million provided by 
the U.S. Department of Ag-
riculture under a pandemic 
assistance program. The 
new program, Pandemic As-
sistance for Timber Harvest-
ers and Haulers (PATHH), 
encourages timber harvest-
ers and haulers to apply. The 
deadline is Oct. 15. 

“We Texans pride our-
selves on our rugged indi-
vidualism and self-reliance.  
However, when the entire 
forestry supply chain crashed 
as a result of the pandemic 
response, it was more than 
just a hurdle to overcome,” 
said Rob Hughes, executive 
director of the Texas Forest-
ry Association. “That’s why 
TFA and Texas A&M Forest 
Service, along with many 
other partners, have been 
actively involved in pushing 
for the Logger Relief Act, 
which passed in the last fed-
eral pandemic relief bill.”

Loggers and truckers can 
apply for PATHH by work-
ing with their local Farm 
Service Agency office. To 
find a local office, go to 
farmers.gov/service-locator 
or call 877-508-8364.

AVOID SCAMS 

WHEN BUYING A 

USED VEHICLE

With used-vehicle de-

mand soaring and invento-
ries shrinking, it’s easy to 
fall victim to scams, accord-
ing to the Texas Department 
of Insurance. At least part of 
most sales now take place 
either on apps or online, and 
a lot can go wrong. Here are 
some tips from TDI to avoid 
being swindled:

• If the price is amazingly 
low, odds are high that it’s a 
scam.

• Take your time. Be skep-
tical when sellers claim they 
must sell quickly because 
they’re moving soon, or say 
they need to sell the vehicle 
for a relative. And never pay 
for a vehicle with gift cards.

• Some scammers use 
the same photo on different 
sites, with different prices 
and contact information. 
This scam can be avoided 
by using a “reverse image 
search.” To learn how, look 
up “reverse search” in your 
preferred search engine.

• See the vehicle in person 
and take it for a drive. Buy-
ing a vehicle sight unseen 
can lead to disaster. 

• Check the VIN to make 
sure the vehicle wasn’t sto-
len, flooded or totaled after a 
wreck. A VIN search will also 
ensure there isn’t a lien on the 
vehicle you are buying.
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Dancers in the Springtown 

Showstoppers jumped when 

Bijou Cates told them to line 

up for a drill at a recent prac-

tice.

“Yes, ma’am!” they said 

in unison.

Cates is a senior and a cap-

tain on the dance team, and 

the girls call her “ma’am” 

even though she’s barely 

any older. Co-captain Regan 

Burdick is a junior, but she 

gets the ma’am treatment, 

too.

Showing respect is a re-

quirement to be on the team.

“They have to be good 

girls,” said Head Coach 

Jammie Horton. “I’m really 

strict on them. I really watch 

their social media posts and 

things to make sure they are 

being appropriate and acting 

like ladies.”

For generations, younger 

girls in town have watched 

the Showstoppers perform 

and imagined being on the 

team one day. Horton wants 

to make sure her dancers 

serve as good role models 

for the “little eyes that look 

up to them.”

The Showstoppers, es-

tablished in 1968, perform 

throughout the year at foot-

Showstoppers just getting started
BY JEFF PRINCE

jeff@azlenews.net

ball halftimes, pep rallies, 

competitions, musicals at 

the high school, Christmas 

on the Square and other 

events. The girls host car 

washes to raise money to 

help cover the costs of com-

petitions and enjoy plenty of 

community support.

“We have a great booster 

club,” Horton said.

Horton began something 

new this year. Each girl must 

try out on a weekly basis to 

perform.

“Making the team does 

not guarantee they perform 

on the field or for pep ral-
lies,” Horton said.

To perform at events, the 

girls must show they know 

the choreography and tech-

niques.

“They try out two or three 

at a time,” the coach said. 

“They are given constructive 

criticism, and then I watch 

them again as a group and 

see if they blend and no one 

sticks out. In other words, do 

they catch my eye in a good 

way? Or, unfortunately, do 

they stand out because they 

are not dancing at the same 

level as the majority of the 

team?”

The pressure of trying out 

every week helps the team 

improve, she said.

“The goal is for the entire 

team to perform at every per-

formance,” she said. “This 

process keeps them practic-

ing and continuing to improve 

their dance technique.” 

Being on the dance team 

can boost self-confidence, 
said Burdick, the co-captain. 

Showstoppers has become a 

second family for her.

“We support each other 

and have fun together and 

make memories,” she said. 

“Sometimes we cry. Some-

times we laugh. Sometimes 

it gets hard, but we feel 

comfortable enough with 

each other to open up about 

things in our lives.”

This year’s team is com-

posed of about 18 dancers 

and a manager, one of the 

largest teams Horton has 

coached in a while. Previous 

teams had closer to a dozen 

members.

“More people tried out, 

and the quality was better,” 

the coach said.

Three of five seniors from 
last year’s team went on to 

dance in college after receiv-

ing scholarship offers.
“That’s exciting when it 

helps them further their col-

lege careers,” Horton said.

Cates, the team captain, 

hopes to ink her own letter 

of commitment soon.

“You learn a lot of respon-

sibility from being on the 

team,” she said. “We always 

have to look put together – 

make sure our hair looks 

well, makes sure our face 

looks well. We have to prac-

tice a lot, and I feel it’s going 

to prepare us for college.”

Ka’Aliyah Odom Zarai NeriKayden Kennedy

Coach Jammie Horton Hailey HughesBijou Cates

Emma Patton and Rachel Houk Photos by Jeff Prince
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Make copies of the Back 
to School Bingo Game 
and pass them out among 
a group of kids around 
your age. These could be 
classmates, teammates, 
members of a club or even 
kids who live near you.

Each kid completes the 
information in each 
square. When you finish 
this, the Bingo Cards will 
have a lot of information 
all about each of YOU!

Share your cards with 
other kids and spot kids 
with similar answers.

When you spot a match, 
put your initials on each 
other’s cards. 

How many matches can 
you find?

HOW TO PLAY BACK 
TO SCHOOL BINGO:

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Favorite subject:

BACK TO SCHOOL BINGO
A Make-New-Friends Game

Standards Link: Use a variety 
of media for art projects.

Look through the 
newspaper for 

pictures and words 
that describe you and 
things you like and 
cut them out. For 

example, if you see a 
picture of a taco, and 
that is a food you like, 

cut out the picture. 
Glue the pictures 

and words on a piece 
of paper and title it, 
“All About Me!”

All About Me

Birthday: Favorite ice cream: Where I was born:

Favorite color: Favorite team: Favorite book: Favorite movie:

Pencils or pens? Dogs or cats? Place you want to visit: Something you’re good at:

Favorite snack: Famous person you admire? Number of pets you have: Favorite game:

Initial: Initial: Initial: Initial:

Initial: Initial: Initial: Initial:

Initial: Initial: Initial: Initial:

Initial: Initial: Initial: Initial:

Sofia and Soren have a lot in common. Circle the things 
that are the SAME about Sofia and Soren.

I’m Sofia. 
These are just 
some of the 

things I enjoy.

I’m Soren. 
These are 

some of my 
favorite 
things.
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Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

D
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T
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N

E

FAVORITE

SUBJECT

FAMOUS

ADMIRE

SHARE

VISIT

MOVIE

BINGO

GAME

PENS

BORN

PETS

TEAM

BOOK

DOGS
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Standards Link: Observe and compare using detail.

Same or Different?
Cut out two photographs from the newspaper. 
Study each photo. Make a list of ways the 
photos are the same. Then make a list of ways 
they are different.

—Franklin D. Roosevelt
32nd President of the United States

          The vowels are missing from this 
famous quote about kindness. Can you replace them all?
Missing Vowels

Best Friend
What makes a best friend? 
Write about the things that 

make a best friend so special.

On the first ___________ of 

school, I made a new friend. 

We have a lot of _________ 

in common!

We both love to eat 

__________  ___________ 

for lunch almost every day. 

And we both carry our lunch 

in identical ___________ .

My friend is the only person 

I’ve met who enjoys 

watching “The __________  

__________ Show” more 

than I do! We also like a lot 

of the same music, and our 

favorite sport is competitive 

____________ racing.

Yesterday, I forgot to bring 

my ___________ to school. 

Guess who had an extra 

one? That’s right, my new 

friend! So I was able to 

finish the _________ book 

report I’d been working on.

Ask a family member for each kind of word 
to fill in the blanks. Then read the story 

aloud for lots of laughs!

Children are born curious.
From their earliest days, sensory exploration 
brings delight and wonder. New discoveries 
expand their minds.  When they unlock the 
joy of reading, their world widens further. 

Magic happens.

Kid Scoop opens the doors of discovery 
for elementary school children by providing 

interactive, engaging and relevant 
age-appropriate materials designed to 
awaken the magic of reading at school, 

at home, and throughout their lives.

For more information about our literacy 
non-profit, visit kidscoopnews.org

Gridiron glories begin in August

High school football play-

ers in Azle and Springtown 

are grunting and groaning 

before the first sliver of sun-

light peeks over the horizon. 
In early August, the Azle 

Hornets and Springtown 

Porcupines began hitting 

their practice fields at 6a.m. 
to beat the heat.

The Hornets will be the 

first to crack helmets in a 
real game. Azle kicks off its 
season on Thursday, Aug. 
26, a day before most other 
schools begin playing. The 
Hornets take on Fossil Ridge 

in an away game.
Springtown opens its sea-

son at home by facing Glen 
Rose on Friday, Aug. 27.

Azle Christian plays Fan-

nindel at 7 p.m. Friday, Aug. 
27 on the road.

Watch for previews of 
these teams in next week’s 
editions.

BY JEFF PRINCE

jeff@azlenews.net

Coach Brad Legan with a Springtown linebacker. Coach Brian Hulett.

The Springtown Porcupines running drills with a blocking dummy. Photos by Jeff Prince
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James R. Plowman 

Norma Plowman

913 N. Elm St.  
Weatherford, TX 76086

www.galbreaithpickard.com

1-800-593-2747

817-594-2747•Fax817-596-7803

Azle•Springtown•MineralWells•Weatherford

817-444-3211•www.whitesfuneral.com

Our family serving your family since 1908

Full Service
Funeral Home

Cremation
Services

Pre-Need
Plans

Bob White,
Anita White
and Zack Bellenger

A church alive is worth the drive! For more information or rates on listing your church, call Johnna at 817-270-3340

ASH CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH 

Pastor: Dr. G. Wesley Shotwell 

300 South Stewart St. 817-444-3219 

www.ashcreekbc.org 

Sunday School ....................................... 9:30 AM 

Contemporary Worship-TMP ................ 10:45 AM 

Traditional Worship  ............................. 10:45 AM 

Evening Worship .................................... 6:00 PM 

Wednesday Youth Refuge ....................... 6:00 PM 

Wednesday Evening ............................... 6:15 PM

LEGACY CHURCH 

Assembly of God Church 

Pastor: Gary D. Veazey 

Hwy. 199 & Jaybird Lane 817-221-2983 

Morning Worship ....................... 9:15 & 11:00 AM 

Kidz Zone.................................. 9:15 & 11:00 AM 

Wednesday Evening Legacy Group 

Legacy Youth, Legacy Kids  

All Services ............................................ 7:00 PM

THE ABBEY CHURCH 

Pastor: Paul Brownback 

10400 Jacksboro Highway 817-238-1404  

www.TheAbbeyChurch.com 

Morning Worship .................................. 10:30 AM 

Community Groups .......................Various Times

SILVER CREEK 

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

Rev. Sheila Fiorella - Pastor 

2200 Church Rd., Azle 

817-444-1382 

www.silvercreekumc.org 

Sunday School ....................................... 9:30 AM 

Worship ............................................... 10:30 AM

SILVER CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH 

Pastor:  Jay Ditty   

Minister of Music: David Musick 

Corner FM 730 S. & Veal Station Rd. 

Church 817-444-2325  

www.silvercreekbc.org  

Sunday School ...................................... 9:45  AM 

Morning Worship .................................. 10:50 AM 

Evening Worship .................................... 6:00 PM 

Wed. Prayer Service ............................... 7:00 PM

CROSSROADS BAPTIST CHURCH 

Pastor - Jon Baker 

Corner FM 730S & FM 1886 

817-755-0279 

Transportation Available 

Worship Service ................................... 10:30 AM 

Wed. Prayer Service ............................... 7:00 PM

COMMUNITY BIBLE 

FELLOWSHIP CHURCH 

Pastor - Alton Davis 817-521-4510 

1405 Reynolds Rd., Azle 817-444-7117 

Directions: 730 N. to 1542 .5 mi. right  

on Cardinal, left on Reynolds 

Sunday School ....................................... 9:45 AM 

Morning Worship .................................. 11:00 AM 

Sunday Evening ..................................... 6:00 PM 

Wednesday Evening ............................... 7:00 PM

HOLY TRINITY CATHOLIC CHURCH 

800 Highcrest Dr. -  Azle 817-444-3063 

Saturday ................................................ 5:00 PM 

Sunday .................................................. 9:00 AM 

Sunday ...................................... 11 AM (Spanish) 

Daily Mass (M, T, Th, F) .......................... 8:00 AM 

Wednesday ............................................ 6:30 PM 

Confessions ...................... Sat 4 PM Wed 5:30 PM

AZLE FIRST ASSEMBLY of GOD 

Pastor: Tim Stevens 

1020 S.E. Parkway, Azle 817-237-4903 

Sunday School ....................................... 9:30 AM 

Morning Worship .................................. 10:30 AM 

 Wednesday Evening .............................. 7:00 PM

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

Pastor: Dr. Richard Reed 

200 Church St., Azle 817-444-3323 

Morn. Worship ...................... 8:30, 9:45 & 11 AM 

Sunday School ............................... 9:45 & 11 AM 

Youth (UMYF) ........... 5:00 PM Sun & 6:30 PM Wed

CORNERSTONE COMMUNITY CHURCH 

2233 Hwy 199 E. • Springtown 

817-221-LIFE (5433)  

Sunday Worship Service  ............. 10:00 AM 

Wednesday   .................................. 7:00 PM

THE EDGE CHURCH - AZLE 

1313 S.E. Pkwy, Azle 817-237-4822 

Missouri Synod 

“Love God - Serve Others - Share Jesus” 

Sunday School/Bible Study .................... 9:00 AM 

Light Breakfast .................................... 10:00 AM 

Worship ............................................... 10:30 AM

ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE 

CATHOLIC CHURCH 

5953 Bowman Roberts RD  817-624-2184 

Daily Mass - Mon-Fri 8 AM 

Reconciliation ..................... Sat. 2:45 or by appt 

Weekend Masses  ............................Sat. 4:00 PM 

SUNDAY  ................................... 8:00 & 10:00 AM 

Spanish ............................................... 12:30 PM

AZLE CHRISTIAN CHURCH 

(Disciples of Christ) 

Senior Minister, Rev. Dr. Alan Lobaugh 

Ashley Dargai, Minister 

of Practical Theology; 

Katie Medlin, Minister of Family Life 

117 Church St. • 817-444-3527 

Sunday School ..................................... 10:00 AM 

Morning Worship .................................. 11:00 AM 

HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH ELCA 

4795 E. Hwy 199 - Reno 817-221-HOPE 

Follow us on Facebook for 

streaming services 

Sunday School ....................................... 9:00 AM 

Traditional Service ............................... 10:00 AM

SOLID ROCK BIBLE CHURCH 

591 S. Reno Rd,  

Springtown, Texas 76082 

Pastor - Bill Gay - 817-304-7443 

Coffee and Donuts ................................. 9:00 AM 

Sunday School ....................................... 9:30 AM 

Morning Worship .................................. 10:30 AM 

Children’s Church After Music Service 

Wed. Prayer Meeting .............................. 6:30 PM 

Wed. Bible Study .................................... 7:00 PM

... ATTEND THE CHURCH OF YOUR CHOICE THIS SUNDAY

Spencer Verden
1963- 2021

The Springtown Epigraph
Aug. 12, 2021 Edition

On August 8, 2021, Spen-

cer Lee Verden, 58, passed 

away in Springtown, Texas.         

He was born on March 

24, 1963 in Borger, Texas, 

to James Verden and Diane 

White. He attended school 

at Springtown High School 

graduating in 1983.  

He was preceded in death 

by his wife, Deborah Verden; 

mother, Diane White Verden 

and brother, Wade Verden.

 Spencer is survived by his 

father; James Riley Verden 

and his wife, Ila of Spring-

town; sister, Dusty Liles; 

son, Riley Spencer Verden; 

and many nieces, nephews, 

and friends.

   He was loved dearly and 

will be missed by all who 

knew him.

Dorothy McCall
1953- 2021

The Springtown Epigraph
Aug. 12, 2021 Edition

 Dorothy Dee Rennick 

McCall, 68, went home to 

be with her Lord and Savior, 

Jesus Christ, Monday, July 

19, 2021 at home.  

 A Memorial Service/Cel-

ebration of Life will be held 

at 10 a.m. Saturday, August 

14 at Agnes Baptist Church 

located at 350 Agnes Rd. N. 

in Springtown. 

It will feature the music 

that Dorothy loved to hear 

her husband sing, and The 

Texas Backroads Trio will 

also perform.There will be a 

meal at the church following 

the service.  

 She was born January 13, 

1953 in Milwaukee, Wis-

consin. Her parents, Burel 

Lawrence and Jewel Irene 

(Wilkins) Rennick were 

there to welcome her home. 

Dorothy loved the Lord 

and attended Agnes Baptist 

Church.  She enjoyed gar-

dening and NASCAR. Dor-

othy served in the US Army 

and retired after 22 1/2 years 

of dedicated service.  

 Left to cherish fond 

memories are her loving 

and devoted husband, John 

McCall; siblings, Nancy, 

Irene, Donald, Sheila and 

Eva; lifelong friend, Cynthia 

Price and extended family 

and many friends.

Although we have been 

experiencing a milder and 

wetter than normal summer, 

in Texas drought, which can 

have a long-lasting effect 
on many aspects of the en-

vironment - including our 

groundwater, always seems 

to be lurking around the cor-

ner. 

Even though, according 

to the National Integrated 

Drought Information Sys-

tem, North Texas is not cur-

rently experiencing drought 

conditions, water conser-

vation should still be on 

the forefront of everyone’s 

mind. Often during wet 

years, when the lakes are 

full, we tend to lose sight 

of the importance of wa-

ter conservation, but, for a 

number of reasons, ground-

water levels don’t always 

react the same way to rain-

fall as surface water levels.

Whether you rely on 

groundwater or surface wa-

ter, water conservation is 

always crucial for the future 

of Texans. Saving water 

now can have a tremendous 

impact on our groundwater 

resources and our commu-

nities in the future. Some of 

the small everyday changes 

you can make to help are: 

• Check for toilet and faucet 

leaks and repair immedi-

ately

• Install aerators on faucets 

and remember to turn them 

off when not in use
• If you do not have a low-

flow toilet, use water dis-

placement device in the tank

• While waiting for hot wa-

ter to reach faucet, catch 

cold water in a container to 

Water Conservation 
tips for late summer

water potted plants

• Only run the dishwasher 

and the washing machine 

with full loads

• Reduce shower time- On 

average, a shower uses 

about 2 gallons of water 

per minute. If you take a 

30-minute shower, that’s 

60 gallons of water; vs. a 

5-minute shower, which 

uses 10 gallons. 

Because a large percent-

age of annual residential 

use is outside, especially in 

the summer, here are some 

small things that you can do 

to help reduce your outdoor 

water use: 

• Watering between 8pm 

and 8am 

• Not over watering plants 

Utilize supplemental water sources, such as collected rainwater, where possible. Shown:  the rain 

barrel on campus at UTGCD for rain collection. Photo courtesy UTGCD

(According to the EPA, up 

to 50% of water is lost to 

evaporation, wind, or runoff 
due to overwatering)

For automatic sprinkler 

systems:

• Check sprinkler heads reg-

ularly to prevent clogging

• Adjust to eliminate over-

spray and adjust run times 

and frequency to respond to 

water schedules, changing 

rainfall, and temperature 

conditions

• For hose-end sprinklers: 

use sprinkler timers to limit 

water duration

• Use hand-held hose, drip 

irrigation, or soaker hoses 

for trees, garden, non-turf 

areas, and bedded plants

• Cut lawns on highest set-

ting and leave lawn clip-

pings on lawn instead of 

bagging

• Use mulch to preserve soil 

moisture

• Utilize supplemental water 

sources, such as collected 

rainwater, where possible

These small shifts in 

daily routine can affect big 
change, and every individ-

ual can make a difference 
by conserving. Help us to 

ensure that future genera-

tions will have the water 

they need. 

For more information, 

call the Upper Trinity GCD 

office at 817-523-5200 or 
check out our website at 

www.uppertrinitygcd.com 

for more information. 

Call 817-220-7217 and keep up with the news that impacts your life every day!

Subscribe to the Springtown Epigraph!
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Help readers find 
your Business.

Rodney Gatlin, D.C.
400 Boyd Court

817-
444-HELP (4357)

AZLE

Celebrating over 25 years in business

www.azlechiropractic.com

A RETIREMENT AND ASSISTED LIVING COMMUNITY

113 Denver Trail • Azle 
817-444-3249    Fax 817-444-3275

www.eaglecrestvilla.com

STUDIO - 1 bath , 350 sq. ft.
ONE BEDROOM - 1 bath, 450 sq. ft
TWO BEDROOM - 1 bath, 642 sq. ft.

Joe Rider
Propane, Inc.

PROPANE

TANKS

817-237-3325

SECURITY LIGHTS
Office next door at

Trinity Commerical 

Contractors

817-444-8885
200 Walnut Creek Ave.

TRINITY SELF 
STORAGE

SECURITY GATE 24 HOUR ACCESS

RV, Trailer 

& Boat

45 Years of Quality
ISO 9001:2001 Compliant            Phone 817-444-2533
Check us out on our web site B.J. Clark
www.clarksmachine.com      bjc@clarksmachine.com 

“Serving Azle & The 

Community Since 1986“

113 SPEER ST

817-444-4920

Thank you for your support!

CLEANERS

Clarks Precision Machine & Tool 

636 Profit St., Azle, TxC P M T

HILLTOP FAMILY CHURCH

“Caring about what Jesus
cares about... You!”

1227 Old Cottondale • 817-220-7177

140 W. MAIN ST.

817-444-4613

Compliments of

Rural Gas Supply
P R O P A N E

“In business since 1946”

Your Ad Here!

Call Johnna to reserve this space.

817-270-3340

APOSTOLIC 

CORNERSTONE APOSTOLIC 

CHURCH 

1801 FM 730 N., Azle 
817-400-0612

HARVEST TIME APOSTOLIC 
1 Block N. FM 2048 in Keeter 
817-433-8220

ASSEMBLY OF GOD 

FIRST ASSEMBLY OF GOD 
1020 S.E. Pkwy, Azle 
817-237-4903

FELLOWSHIP OF LAKE WORTH 
4024 Dakota Trail, Lake Worth 
817-237-9433

NEW BEGINNINGS CHURCH 

810 Goshen Rd, Springtown 
817-523-4462 

LEGACY CHURCH 

Hwy. 199 W. at FM 2257, Azle  
817-221-2983 / 817-221-5760

VICTORY CHRISTIAN CENTER 

737 Boyd Rd., Azle 
817-444-LOVE

BAPTIST 

ASH CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH 

300 South Stewart, Azle 
817-444-3219

AGNES INDEPENDENT BAPTIST 

350 Agnes N., Springtown  
817-523-7271

BETHEL MISSIONARY BAPTIST  

408 S. Ash St., Springtown 
817-220-4238

AZLE AVENUE BAPTIST 

2901 Azle Ave., Fort Worth 
817- 626-5556

BRIAR FIRST BAPTIST 

West of FM 730 N. at sign, Briar 
817- 444-3484

CALVARY HEIGHTS BAPTIST 

1 block off Hwy. 199, 
east of David’s Patio, 
Springtown, 817-221-2241

CENTRAL BAPTIST 

4290 Old Agnes Road 
817-594-5918

CHURCH ON THE HILL 

836 NW Parkway, Azle 
817-444-3752

CHRISTWAY BAPTIST 

7673 West Hwy. 199, Agnes 
817-220-9133 or 817-220-3581

CLEAR FORK BAPTIST 

Corner of FM 730 & Ragle Rd., 
Weatherford, 817-594-1154

EAGLE MOUNTAIN BAPTIST 

8780 Eagle Mtn. Circle, Azle 
817-237-4135

FIRST BAPTIST 

CHURCH OF AZLE 

1017 Boyd Road 
817-444-4828

FIRST BAPTIST CASTLE HILLS 

401 Beverly Rd., Azle 
817-797-4706

FIRST BAPTIST LAKE WORTH 

700 Charbonneau Tr., 
west side of Effie Morris Elementary 
817-237-2624

FIRST BAPTIST LAKESIDE 

8801 Jacksboro Hwy., Lakeside 
817-237-8113

FIRST BAPTIST BRIAR 

6 miles N. of Azle on FM 730 
817-444-3484

FIRST BAPTIST COTTONDALE 

1 block N. of FM 2123, Cottondale 
940-433-5539

FIRST BAPTIST PEASTER 

FM 920 in Peaster 
817-596-8805

FIRST BAPTIST POOLVILLE 

1 block W. of FM 920, Poolville 
817-594-3916

FIRST BAPTIST SPRINGTOWN 

5th & Main Street, Springtown 
817-523-7011

FRIENDSHIP BAPTIST 

801 Friendship Rd., 9½ miles S. of 
Springtown off Hwy. 51 S. 
817-594-5940 or 817-599-4917

FUNDAMENTAL BAPTIST 

5th & Main in Springtown 
817-523-5477

GRACE BAPTIST 

3 miles N. of Springtown on Hwy. 

51 across from Radio Tower

GRACE POINTE CHURCH 

4110 E. Hwy. 199, Springtown 

817-221-5683

HERITAGE BAPTIST CHURCH 

3577 FM 51 N., Weatherford 

817-564-3946

IGLESIA BAUTISTA 

Nueva Jerusalen 

6640 Midway Rd., Springtown 

817-694-0444 

INDIAN OAKS PRIMITIVE 

BAPTIST CHURCH 

3229 Shawnee Trail, Lake Worth 

817-237-8441

LAKE WORTH BAPTIST 

4445 Hodgkins, Lake Worth 

817-237-4163

METROPOLITAN BAPTIST 

6051 Azle Ave., Fort Worth 

817-237-2201

NEW HOPE BAPTIST 

782 New Hope Rd., Reno area 

817-221-2184

NORTHWEST BAPTIST 

5500 Boat Club Rd., Lake Worth 

817-237-6063 or 817-270-8476

SILVER CREEK BAPTIST 

730 S. & Veal Station Rd., Azle 

817-444-2325

NEW BEGINNINGS 

BAPTIST CHURCH 

3605 Jacksboro Hwy., Azle 

817-707-2741

PLEASANT GROVE BAPTIST 

FM 2048 and CR 4677, Boyd 

940-433-5477

PRIMERA IGLESIA BAUTISTA 

300 S. Stewart, Azle 

817-500-3641

SPRINGTOWN 

BAPTIST TEMPLE 

201 J. E. Woody Rd., Springtown 

817-523-0376

UNION BAPTIST CHURCH 

3451 Sarra Lane, Springtown 

682-333-1645

WALNUT CREEK BAPTIST 

220 W. Reno Rd. in Reno 

817-221-2110

BIBLE 

COMMUNITY BIBLE 

FELLOWSHIP 

1405 Reynolds Rd., Reno 

817-444-7117

NORTHWEST BIBLE CHURCH 

5025 Jacksboro Hwy., Fort Worth 

817-624-2111

SOLID ROCK BIBLE CHURCH 

591 S. Reno Rd., Springtown 

817-221-3444

CATHOLIC 

HOLY TRINITY CATHOLIC 

800 High Crest Dr., Azle 

817-444-3063

CHRISTIAN 

THE CHURCH AT AZLE 

1801 S. Stewart, Azle 

817-444-9973

AZLE CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP 

35 West Forty Estates., Azle 

817-688-3339

GREATER VISION FELLOWSHIP 

1801 S. Stewart St., Azle 

817-825-0485

THE ABBEY CHURCH 

10400 Jacksboro Hwy., Azle 

817-238-1404

CROSSING FELLOWSHIP 

120 E. Main St., Azle 

817-406-4577

CHURCH OF CHRIST

AZLE CHURCH of CHRIST 

336 NW Parkway 

817-444-3268

BRIAR CHURCH of CHRIST 

109 W.N. Woody Rd. 

(½ block west of FM 730 N. in Briar) 

817-444-7102

MIDWAY CHURCH of CHRIST 

6400 Midway Rd. 
817-221-2107 

NEWSOME MOUND ROAD 

CHURCH of CHRIST 

1460 Newsome Mound Rd. 
817-677-3290

NORTHWEST 

CHURCH of CHRIST 

6059 Azle Ave., Fort Worth 
817-237-1205

POOLVILLE CHURCH of CHRIST 

West of FM 920 in Poolville 
817-594-4182

SOUTHSIDE 

CHURCH of CHRIST 

130 W. Bradshaw Lane, Springtown 
817-221-2799

SPRINGTOWN 

CHURCH of CHRIST 

Just west of Hwy. 51 North 

817-523-4419

TRI-COUNTY 

CHURCH of CHRIST 

525 Hwy. 199 W., Springtown 
817-538-8209

CHURCH OF GOD 

ABUNDANT LIFE 

CHURCH of GOD 

4800 East Hwy. 199, Suite 7 
Springtown, 817-677-3208

CHURCH OF GOD of LAKESIDE 

9500 Confederate Park Rd. 
(FM 1886) 
817-237-5500 or 817-237-7837

DISCIPLES OF CHRIST

AZLE CHRISTIAN 

117 Church St., Azle 
817-444-3527

CENTRAL CHRISTIAN 

1602 S. Main St., Weatherford 
817-594-3043

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH 

4th & Main, Paradise

EPISCOPAL 

ST. ANNE’S 

ANGLICAN EPISCOPAL 

6055 Azle Ave., Fort Worth 
817-237-1888

PROVIDENCE REFORMED 

EPISCOPAL 

405 Bowie Dr., Weatherford  
817-596-7476

ST. ELISABETH EPISCOPAL  

5910 Black Oak Lane, River Oaks 
817-739-0504

GOSPEL 

CENTRAL FULL GOSPEL  

FELLOWSHIP 

3009 Delaware Tr., Lake Worth 
817-237-7919

JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES 

KINGDOM HALL OF  

JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES 

212 Pearson Lane, Azle 
817-221-2242

LUTHERAN 

THE EDGE CHURCH - AZLE 

1313 SE Parkway, Azle 
817-237-4822

HOPE LUTHERAN (ELCA) 

4795 Hwy. 199, Reno 
817-221-HOPE

METHODIST 

BOYD UNITED METHODIST 

FM 730 North in Boyd 
940-433-5334

FIRST UNITED METHODIST 

200 Church St., Azle 
817-444-3323

LIGHTHOUSE FELLOWSHIP 

7200 Robertson Rd., Fort Worth 
817-237-2758

SILVER CREEK  

UNITED METHODIST 

2200 Church Rd., Azle 
817-444-1382

FIRST UNITED METHODIST 

Hwy. 51 N & 3rd Street, Springtown 
817-523-7874

GARVIN UNITED METHODIST 

3 miles West of Boyd on C.R. 4699

POOLVILLE UNITED METHODIST 

1 block W. of FM 920 
(behind Poolville Post Office) 
817-599-3601

THE CHURCH OF JESUS
CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS 

(THE MORMONS) 

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST

OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS 

1010 Timberoaks, Azle 
817-237-5075

PENTECOSTAL
GRACE CHAPEL UNITED 

PENTECOSTAL CHURCH 

3508 Shawnee Trail, Lake Worth 
817- 237-4844

PRESBYTERIAN
GRACE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 

606 Mockingbird Lane, Weatherford 
817-594-2744

ORTHODOX PRESBYTERIAN 

CHURCH OF FORT WORTH 

Meeting at Northwest YMCA  
5315 Boat Club Road, Fort Worth 
817-989-9800

ORTHODOX  
ARCHANGEL GABRIEL 

ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN CHURCH 

1157 S. E.  Parkway (Jacksboro 
Highway), Azle 
817-752-8255

OTHER 
ALIENTO DE DIOS 

2233 E. Hwy 199, Springtown 

817-521-4694 

BETTER LIFE COMMUNITY CHURCH 

3131 E. Hwy 199, Spt 

817-677-2300 

CORNERSTONE 

COMMUNITY CHURCH 

2233 Hwy 199 East, Springtown 

817-221-LIFE (5433)

FAMILY CHURCH 

9 miles S. of Springtown on Hwy. 51 

817-599-7655

GRACE FELLOWSHIP CHURCH 

2964 W. Hwy 114, Paradise 

940-969-2427

HILLTOP FAMILY CHURCH 

1227 Old Cottondale Road, 
Springtown, 817-220-7177

THE HOUSE OF PRAYER 

1356 Reno Rd., Springtown 

817-221-2551

POWERHOUSE 

OF PRAISE CHURCH 

1649 S.E. Parkway, Azle 

817-319-7364

BRANDED CROSS 

COWBOY CHURCH 

3282 FM 2048, Boyd 76023 

817-755-7021

SECRET PLACE MINISTRIES 

112 Optimist Rd., Springtown 

682-229-1433

GOSPEL GATHERING FELLOWSHIP 

7315 Silver Creek Rd 

at Flatrock Rd, Azle 

817-313-1793

LIGHTHOUSE CHURCH 

6409 FM 730 S., Azle 
817-444-4311

LIGHTHOUSE HARBOR CHURCH 

1960 Long Circle, Pelican Bay 

817-444-3547

NEW LIGHTED WAY 

624 Harbor Dr. Circle, Azle 

817-444-1577

NORTHWEST TEMPLE OF PRAISE 

6781 Jacksboro Hwy., Lake Worth

PRECIOUS FAITH 

TEMPLE CHURCH 

8601 Hwy. 199 @ Vance Godbey’s

THE HOUSE OF PRAYER 

1356 Reno Rd., Springtown 

817-221-2551

THE RANCH COWBOY 

COUNTRY CHURCH 

14600 FM 730 North, Azle (Briar) 

817-909-5627

REAL FAMILY FELLOWSHIP 

202 Pearson Lane, Azle 

817-677-5963

SOULS HARBOR 

11701 Jacksboro Hwy., Azle 

817-726-2065

WESTERN HARVEST 

FELLOWSHIP CENTER 

6577 Old Springtown Rd., 

Weatherford 

817-523-2855 or 817-995-9087

SHEPHERD’S HEART CHURCH 

14435 FM 730 N • Azle 
817-444-7777

WESTERN STAR COWBOY CHURCH 

790 CR 3696 • Paradise 76073 
817-688-6887

Your Ad
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When we last visited, we 

were discussing generali-

ties of and moral issues sur-

rounding genetic research/

scientific work. And, of 
course genetics cannot be 

mentioned without two of 

the most famous pieces 

of genetic research being 

highlighted, those being the 

work of Gregor Mendel with 
pea plants and the cloning of 

Dolly the Sheep.
Dolly was always referred 

to as “Dolly the Sheep”; I 

always thought this a little 

odd and wondered if “the” 

was her middle name? Also 
notice that I said these were 

two of the most famous 

pieces of genetic research, 

not the most important, I’ll 

leave it to you to make up 
your own mind on that one.

A principle that was al-
ways put forward when the 

discussion of genetics would 

begin seemed to simplify 

the topic for me. That prin-

ciple is: humans, animals, 

plants and all organisms are 

Jack DeShazo has decades of experience 

in the agriculture field.

AG 101
By Jack DeShazo

Is it Environment or Is It Genetics?

what they are because of two 

things, environment and ge-

netics.
Environment being the 

things that have happened to 

us in our surroundings since 

birth and even before birth 

or germination in the case 

of plants. These traits will 
not be passed down to the 

next generation of offspring 
genetically. If a person has 
an arm that is misshapen be-

cause it was broken and not 
perfectly reset is environ-

mental, it will not be passed 

to their offspring. The same 
goes for a person whose 

toes might be misshaped be-

cause of growing up having 

to wear shoes that were too 

small.

Habits that a person grows 

up with are just that, a habit 

that was learned because 

of the environment that the 

person grew up in. A plant 
growing crooked because it 
had to do that in order to get 

closer to the source of light 

is also an environmental in-

fluence, it will not pass that 
trait on to the next genera-

tion.
Now on the other hand if 

you can see your father’s 

nose shape in the reflection 
of yourself in the mirror this 

is more than likely a genetic 
trait that was passed down 

to you from your father. 
The same can be true with 
humans concerning height, 

hair color, eye color, hair 

thickness, baldness, etc., etc.
Let’s use peach trees as an 

example in the plant king-

dom; color of the fruit, size 

of the fruit, free-stone vs. 
cling, early ripening or late 

ripening and even days re-

quired from bloom to ripen-

ing of the fruit are all genetic 

traits. Certain breeds of beef 
cattle are capable of produc-

ing a higher quality of meat, 

Black Angus being our best 
example of this.

So much so that feeder 

calves and slaughter cattle 

that show the black color 
trait of the Black Angus 
breed will bring a higher 

price at the sale barn be-

cause of the higher quality 

beef trait of the breed. The 
Black Angus producing a 
higher quality beef product 

is considered a breed trait, 

but it is still a genetic trait 

that is passed down to the 

next generation.
In fine wool sheep breeds, 

which are predominantly 

used for wool production the 

amount of wool produced, 

staple length, amount of lan-

olin produced and crimp of 

the wool fiber are all genetic 
traits.

However, there are some 

traits that are questionable 

between being environmen-

tal or genetic. The failure of 
body systems and/or organs 

such as heart conditions can 

be genetic or environmental. 
Behavior is a questionable 

trait, Brahma influenced cat-
tle tend to be a little “flighty” 
or “high headed”, most peo-

ple think this is genetic. Or is 
it the influence of the cow’s 
temperament from the birth 

and forward OR it could be 
both?

How about the Pit Bull 

Terrier/Staffordshire Ter-
rier?  The opinion of many 
people is that meanness 

and fighting is bred into Pit 
Bulls and so it’s genetic. 
Well, I’m not so sure of that. 
Yes, toughness and durabil-

ity were bred into them, but 

fighting I’m not convinced 

of. I have had three at least 
half Pit Bull bred dogs in my 

life and they could not have 

been sweeter, kinder or gen-

tler. Personally, I think it is 
mostly the environment in 

which they are raised with a 

tad bit being genetic.
My next example may be 

one that school teachers, re-

tired and active may agree 

with me on. Occasionally, I 
would have a student in one 

of my classes who would 

have a problem with disci-

pline, I would consider what 

the problem was, why he/

she was like that and how I 
might be able to help him/

her. And then I would meet 
the parents and I would 

wonder to myself, “hmmm, 

environment or genetic?”

Well, I have tried to keep 
this series on genetics sim-

ple and short, but it can’t 

be done in only two weeks’ 
worth of columns. So next 
week we’ll see if I can get it 
done in three. 

‘til next week.  

In case you have missed 

it, there seems to be a differ-
ence of opinion about what 

“experts” you should listen 

to.
If you have indeed missed 

that, where the heck have 
you been hiding?

According to dictionary.
com, an expert is “a per-

son who has special skill or 
knowledge in some particu-

lar field; specialist; author-
ity.”

According to one old defi-

nition, an “expert” is “a per-

son carrying a briefcase who 

is more than 50 miles from 

home.”
Another of my favor-

ites: “ex” means “former.” 
“Spurt” is a “drip under pres-

sure.”

Azle resident Dr. Gerry Lewis guides explorers to discover 

their AMAZING. He is an author, musician, and speaker, 

and a coach-sultant for individuals, churches, and organi-

zations. More at www.discoveryouramazing.com.

BE AMAZING
By Gerry Lewis

Here’s my “expert” opinion.

All joking aside (or at least 
most joking aside), to be 
considered an expert means 

that you have specialized 

training, knowledge, and 
skills that allow you to speak 
into a particular area with 

qualified authority based on 
said specialized training, 

knowledge, and skills.
There are certain areas 

in which I could possibly 

be considered an expert. 
It’s a really short list and 

mostly limited to the prac-

tical aspects of church and 

ministry. That’s the context 
where most of my educa-

tion and training have been 

and where I have almost 44 

years of leadership experi-

ence. (That being said, I’m 
still pretty uncomfortable 

with being labeled as an ex-

pert at anything).
There are other areas 

where I know quite a bit. 
I’ve read a lot, listened to a 

lot of podcasts, and gone to 

a lot of conferences.

But I can’t speak with 
the authority of specialized 

training, knowledge, and 
skills.  Nor am I in a posi-
tion to refute those who can 

speak with that authority.
Here are two things I 

know for certain about real 
experts:

1) They are not infallible.
2) They are not wrong or 

right based on whether or 

not I agree with them.
It is my observation that 

most people have no prob-

lem with the first state-

ment. There is near univer-
sal agreement that experts 

sometimes make mistakes.
It’s the second statement 

that gives us trouble. 
It seems that we will give 

people a pass on the most ri-

diculous statements as long 

as they are “our” people.
But if they are not “our” 

people, we should question 

anything they say because 

they are biased and have 

some sort of subversive 

agenda.
And, truth be told, we are 

not even sure who “our” 

people are, because our 

definition of what is true 
is filtered through our own 
personal biases (which we 
always believe to be right) 
and our personal “rights.”

The words of Judges 17:6 
ring in my ears: “everyone 

did what was right in his 

own eyes.”
This seems like a really 

long (over 420 words so far) 
introduction to tell you that 

my “expert” opinion is that:

1) We probably shouldn’t 
base our trust of experts on 

our own preconceived bi-

ases.
2) We probably shouldn’t 

give advice or make pro-

nouncements on things we 

really don’t know much 
about. 

3) We probably should 
have a whole lot more grace 

with each other.
4) We probably should 

decline most invitations to 

argue. 
Let’s keep our eyes and 

ears open for opportunities 

be a blessing (and develop 
the expertise to really do it 

well).
Be amazing today, my 

friend.

This past week a young 
friend of mine had the unfor-

tunate experience of having 

their grandmother pass. By 
the time a person reaches my 

“ripe old age” of 65, a close 
family member’s death is 

something you have experi-

enced multiple times. I have 
lost all my grandparents, 

my folks, and most all my 
aunts and uncles. It is never 
a pleasant experience.  

Undoubtedly there is sad-

ness and grief, and many 

times there is remorse for 

not having invested more 

time and effort into a rela-

tionship with the person who 

passed. Dealing with death 
does become easier with 

each occasion. A person 
starts to understand passing 

on is part of the natural pro-

cess and the eventual end for 

all of us. We grieve, we re-

Sam Houston is a newspaper executive, a columnist, 

author, actor and entertainment promoter. 

MY FRONT PORCH
By Sam Houston

Dealing with death a painful 
reality we all face sooner or later

member, we rejoice, and we 

move on with living the rest 

of our lives. Watching my 
young friend this week, it 
was both painful and enrich-

ing to see her pass through 

her “first loss.”
The young woman’s 

grandmother had been her 

babysitter a great deal when 

she was little and the two 

undoubtedly had a very 

close connection. I heard my 
friend say to several others, 

“My Granny raised me.” I 
know for a fact the young 
woman comes from a good 

home with two hardworking 
parents and the statement 

was not intended to take 
away from her parents at all. 
Rather it reflected how im-

portant her grandmother was 

to her growing up and how 

impactful the relationship 

was to her becoming the 

outstanding young woman 

she is today.
I saw the anxiety on this 

young woman’s face as her 

Grandmother entered hos-

pice, and when the decla-

ration of death was made, 

with all its sudden finality, I 
could feel her pain and sense 

of loss. I spoke to her and 
counseled with her, hoping 

somehow my many experi-

ences of dealing with the 

death of others would some-

how comfort her. 
I am very fond of this 

young woman, and it pained 

me to see her in agony. I 
hoped kind words, and relay-

ing to her what I had learned 

in the journey of life, might 

comfort her. I am prayerful 
my words helped, but a big 

part of me knew the only 
solace she would find would 
be in her personal faith, in 

her understanding of the in-

evitability of all our deaths, 

and the joyful memories she 

would always carry with her.
As I drove to the funeral, it 

was raining in Hood County. 
I prayed it would be sunny 

when I arrived at the funer-

al’s location. Nothing more 
depressing than a dark, rainy 
day for a funeral. Fortunate-

ly, when I arrived at the fu-

neral home, the sun was out, 

the day was beautiful, and I 

found my young friend sur-

rounded by a loving family 

and friends. She smiled and 
appeared to be at peace with 

what she had been forced to 

experience. 
During the service, my 

friend spoke and read a spe-

cial poem for those in atten-

dance. I knew it would be 
very difficult for her to speak 
and to read the poem and I 

understandably feared she 

might break down or be un-

able to finish. My mind even 
created contingent plans in 

my brain to leave my seat 

and come assist her if she 

could not get through the 

reading. My young friend 
made me very proud. She 
read the poem with con-

viction, passion, and clar-

ity; just as her grandmother 

would have wanted. 
After the service, my 

friend told me she appre-

ciated me coming to the 

service and smiled at me. I 
could see in her eyes she still 

had grief, but she had come 

to grips with her first experi-
ence with death. It is a sad 
and unfortunate part of life 

but a road all of us travel. 
While I feel sadness for her 

loss, and I am so pleased 

with the outstanding young 

woman she truly is, and the 

way she handled herself. 
She had a learning experi-

ence, a difficult but neces-

sary one. One we all have if 
we are blessed to be on this 

earth for very long.
Thought for the day: It 

is hard to forget someone 

who gave you so much to 

remember.
Until next time.
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CLASSIFIEDS

Ad Classifi cations

Reach more than 8,000 households with combo 
advertising in the Azle News and the Springtown Epigraph.

Nobody does it better!

  CLASSIFIED 

AD DEADLINE: 

MONDAY BY 4:30 P.M.

Most ads require payment in 

advance, but we do accept VISA,  

MASTERCARD, DISCOVER OR 

AMERICAN EXPRESS by phone.

CLASSIFIED 817-270-3340 - Azle - classifi ed@azlenews.net
817-220-7217 - Springtown - shirley@springtown-epigraph.net

1. .. Air Condition/Heating
2. ........................Antiques
3...................... Appliances
4............Appliance Repair
5.......................Arts/Crafts
6............... Asphalt Paving
7..........................Auctions
8..................Autos, Trucks
9....... Auto Repair Service
10...........Backhoe Service
11. .............. Boats, Motors
12.................Bookkeeping
13....................... Business 

Opportunity
14.......... Campers/Trailers
15.............Carports/Patios
16.........Equipment Repair
17.............. Carpet Service
18 ........................Catering
19................ Cement Work
20.....................Demolition
21..................... Child Care
22..................... Cosmetics
23.....Computers/Services

24..................... Electrician
25................. Equipment & 
                         Tool Rental
26 ................... Excavating
27............... Exterminating
28 .......... Farm Equipment
29 .........................Fencing
30 ...................... Firewood
31 ...............................Free
32 ........................ For Sale
33 .......................Furniture
34....................... Garage & 
                       Estate Sales
35 ....Garden/Mowing Svc
36.......................... Hauling
37.................................Hay
38...............Health/Fitness
39 .................Help Wanted
40 .....Home Improvement
41 ............House Leveling
42............ House Cleaning
43..........................Hunting
44..........Janitorial Service
45................... Job Wanted

46............. Looking to Buy
47................ Lost & Found
48... Maintenance/Repairs
49..... Masonry/Stonework
50... Mobile Home Service
51.................. Motorcycles
52...........................Movers
53.....Musical Instruments
54..............Music Lessons
55...............Miscellaneous
56 Party Planning/Events
57.............. Pets/Livestock
58................Piano Service
59..................Pool Service
60..................Professional 

Services
61........................ Personal
62.......................Plumbing
63.................Public Notice
64................. Photography
65..........................Printing
66..........................Roofi ng
67...................... Recycling
68..........................Storage

69.................. Sand/Gravel
70..................Septic Tanks
71.......Sewing/Alterations
72...............Sewer Service
73........................TV/Radio
74............. Tractor Service
75.....................Upholstery
76......... Vacuum Cleaners
77...........................Wanted
78...................Well Drilling
79..........................Welding
80.................Lots/Acreage
81.....................Business & 

Commercial Property
82.................RV’s for Rent
83............ Houses for Sale
84................Mobile Homes 

for Rent
85................Mobile Homes 

for Sale
86...... Mobile Home/RV Lots
87.............Rent Furnished
88......... Rent Unfurnished
89 ............ Wanted to Rent

RATES

16 Words or Less:

Combo (Azle & Springtown)
Only $10.00 per week!

Over 16 words, add 20 cents per word

Extras such as Bold, Center & Border 

are available for a small fee

Classifi ed boxed display ads also 

available for $9.00 per column inch

(All ads must be paid in advance unless 

you have previously established credit)

 006          Asphalt Paving

 019            Cement Work
Allen Chesney Concrete

All Types of Concrete Work

Residential - Commercial

Foundations, driveways, 

sand, gravel, demolition, 

haul-off, retaining walls

817-271-4541

 020                 Demolition
MCNEELY’S DEMOLITION. 
Interior, Exterior and Complete. 
Free Estimates. 817-996-7887.

 024                 Electrician
BULLDAWG ELECTRIC CO. 

All types of electrical services 
and MH hook-ups. 

Free Estimates. 817-675-4921

www.bulldawgelectric.com. 
TECL#25253.

 026                Excavating

 029                      Fencing
BOBBY’S FENCE. All types, 
Free Estimates, Over 26 years 
experience. 817-444-3213.

KILEY CHESNEY

CONSTRUCTION

All Types Fences - Tractor Work

817-846-6645

 032                     For Sale

2016 Yamaha Wolverine 
ATV, like new, only 1,489 
miles, garage kept, $11,900.             
817-501-6517

2 electric hospital beds, $400 
each; 2 Scooters, $400 each. 
817-270-3130; 817-692-5522; 
682-239-8474.

 036                      Hauling
MCNEELY’S CLEANUP. Debris 
Removal. Free Estimates.      
817-996-7887.

 037                             Hay

 039              Help Wanted
MAINSTREAM (group home 
for adults with developmental 
disabilities) is hiring part-time 
Direct Contact Staff for 17-hour 
weekday shifts (2nd & 3rd shifts) 
or 24-hour weekend shifts. Paid 
training, starting pay is $7.75 
hourly. Good potential for full-
time employment. Call 817-270-
2747, Monday-Friday, 9A-3P.

Springtown ISD is accepting 
applications for Bus Drivers and 
Monitors. Training available. 
Contact the Transportation Dept. 
817-220-1418.

Local Builder/Developer looking 
for experienced Help. Must 
have a valid driver’s license. 
Knowing how to operate 
machinery, being mechanically 
inclined and have carpentry skills 
are a plus. Send resumes to:   
tommymileshomes@yahoo.com.

Concrete removal company 
needs Full-time Class A-CDL 
Driver. Local - No Long Hauls. 
817-919-0597; 214-435-2342.

Concrete removal company 
based in Azle needs a Full-time 
Tool Truck Driver. Start Now. Call 
817-919-0597; 214-435-2342.

Shop Laborers Needed. Post 
tension company in Keller now 
hiring. Full-time paid vacations 
and holidays. Starting pay $14 
per hour 40-60 hours a week. 
Call Randy at 817-825-6828. 
$200 sign on bonus after 90 
days.

Concrete removal company 
based in Azle needs General 
Laborers immediately. Start 
Now. Call 817-919-0597;                         
214-435-2342.

Local Pool Company is hiring a 
Pool Technician/Helper. Pay is 
depending on experience and 
skills. Call 817-613-8253.

Adult male needs Attendant Care 
Worker, CPR and DL required. 
Serious inquiries only. Go to 
azlecareworker.com for more 
information, 682-429-9067 text 
or leave message.

CDL-A Driver needed for fl atbed 
company. Must pass drug 
screen. Call Patty for more 
information 817-523-7037.

Looking for mature people to 
work with small animals. Must 
have reliable transportation. 
Call for more information                   
817-926-3300.

Maintenance Man needed Full-
time, Monday-Friday, experience 
required. Apply in person, 1300 
Village Garden Drive, Azle 76020.

Hiring LPG Transport Driver for 
Springtown area as well as other 
areas. Sign On Bonus, Retention 
Bonus. Bishop Energy, a division 
of Enderby Gas, Inc. is hiring 
Transport Drivers. Must have 
Class A-CDL Hazmat/Tanker 
License. Clean driving record, 
ability to pass background, CDL 
physical and drug screen. To 
apply, contact Steve LaSalle 
940-665-3560 or stop by our 
Bishop Energy offi ce located at 
436 Enderby Street, Springtown, 
Texas. 817-523-6068.

Public Works -Utility Tech I

The City of Springtown is 
accepting job applications for 
the position of Utility Tech I in 
the Public Works Dept; Starting 
salary $13.18/hr. 7:30-4:30 
Mon-Fri. Must be 18 years of 
age, a valid Texas DL required. 
High School Diploma/GED req. 
Vac/Hol/Ben. Open until fi lled. 
Applications and job description 
are available on our website at 
www.cityofspringtown.com 
or at City Hall 102 E Second St, 
Springtown, TX 76082 E.O.E.

Caretaker for dog kennels. 
Requires weekend work. Some 
light labor and yard care. Salary 
and possible cottage available. 
940-682-1246.

Grounds Maintenance Person 
needed in Springtown, Texas. 
Starting hourly rate is $12.00. 
Contact Maria to schedule an 
interview at 817-349-3064.

Experienced Framers needed at 
Chad Davis Custom Framing & 
Remodeling. Call 682-472-8523 
for more information.

 033                    Furniture

034 Garage & Estate Sales
Massive Christmas in August 
Sale! Everything but the Tree! 
Come Buy. NEEDFUL THINGS 
RESALE SHOP, 2810 E. Hwy 
199, Springtown. Open Tues-Sat, 
10:30A-4P. 817-525-3923.

Friday-Saturday, 8A-Noon, 115 
Lavender Lane, Springtown. 
Tools, power tools, saws, riding 
mower, furniture.

035 Garden/Mowing Service
Need your lawn mowed, trimmed 
or cleaned up? Need your trees 
trimmed or cut? Any job big or 
small give Scooter a call. Free 
Estimates. 817-766-3834.

PROPERTY CARE. Mowing, 
Hedges, Trees Trimmed. Monthly 
billings for weekly & bi-weekly 
mows. Text, call or leave 
message. Teater 817-495-6157.

COWBOY LAWN CARE. 
Residential, farm, gardens, 
landscaping, tree trimming. Free 
Estimates. 817-271-0450.

TRACTOR MOWING. Up to 
15 acres, Bobcat Work, Brush 
Clearing, Backhoe, Trenching, 
Animal Burials. 940-399-9616.

HOMETOWN LAWN CARE. Best 
Prices Around. Free Estimates. 
Call Cody 817-454-6090.

Tree Removal, Trimming, 
Tilling, Cleanup and Haul-off. 
Free Estimates. Call Kevin             
817-420-3843.

BYRUM CONSTRUCTION
Asphalt Paving

•Driveways •Parking Lots
•Asphalt Repairs & Sealcoating

•Asphalt Millings •Gravel
Bruce Byrum         

817-690-2429
Azle, Texas

Kiley Chesney Construction
Dirt & Concrete Work

Kiley Chesney, Owner

Springtown,TX•Mobile817-846-6645

Driveways•HouseSlabs•Garages•Add-ons 

SmallLandClean-ups•GravelDriveways

817-523-7248•817-239-6215

ALL TYPES OF EXCAVATING
Tanks•HousePads•Clearing

Also ..

Sand•TopSoil•Gravel

REED EXCAVATING
•SITEPREPARATION •GRAVELROADS

•LOTCLEARING •PARKINGLOTS

•LEVELING •DEMOLITION

•FINALGRADE •STOCKTANKS

•LANDEROSION

Dump Truck Hauling   817-919-3696

AW Specialties & Surplus

612 Profit St. Azle TX 

817-944-0800
Open Tues-Fri 10A-5P & Sat 10A-3P

Tables, Doors, Pallets & Spools

Nice Queen size Bedroom Suit 

3 pieces including Headboard, 

Mirror & Optional Bedframe. 

$300

817-614-6385

Chad’s Tree
Service

Trimming • Removals • Stump Grinding

Systemic Feeding • Brush Chipping • Cable Bracing

817-221-2201 • 817-246-5943

Insured for your protection

FREE

ESTIMATES

STUMP GRINDING
Don’t dig it! Grind it!
1 or 100 - We can do it.
$85 minimum within 5 mi.

817-237-5592

IRRIGATION

REPAIR

Residential/Commercial

License# LI007825

$85 Service Call

OUTDOOR SCENE

682-553-1560

Serving 
Our 

Community 

Since 2007

Contact Robert

817-304-3677

• Lawn Care Maintenance
• Landscaping
• Sod Installs
• Tree Trimming
• Custom Christmas Lights

SPRIGGING

COASTAL OR 

TIFTON

940-229-1045 

or 940-229-1046

5 COUNTIES:
Jack, Wise, Tarrant, 
Parker, Montague

SPRIGGING

52 years Experience

Wise 
Ready Mix

1349 NW Parkway • Azle

Now Hiring 
Class B-CDL 
Mixer Drivers

• Production & Safety
     Bonuses Paid Monthly
• Employer Matching
     Retirement Plan 
     Available

Apply in person at

WANTED
Property Maintenance

Labor/Person
Gene Thompson & Associates

817-246-4646

Full-time, 10P-6A Shift, 
Health, Dental, Life Ins 

& 401K
Apply in person at

113 Denver Trail, Azle.

Now Hiring - New Pay Scale

Personal Care Attendant

Karl Klement Properties, Inc.

For consideration of all positions apply to:

Alyssa Jacobs, Assistant H/R Manager
605 N. Business 287, Suite 102, Decatur, Texas

hr@klementford.com

940-627-6362
We offer Benefits, Paid Holidays, Vacation & Training

Klement Distribution, inc.
(Hershey Ice Cream Distributor)

Motorcycle Restoration Tech
Restoring Bultacos. Full or Part time hours available.

Maintenance Helpers
Show us you have what it takes! 

On the spot job offers. No experience required.

Certified Technician
Compensation based on experience and certifica-
tions. Must be dependable and responsible with a 

good work ethic. 

Lube Technicians
$2,000 Hiring Bonus

Must have a valid TXDL with an acceptable driv-
ing history. Must be responsible and dependable. 
Experience a plus, but willing to train the right 

candidate. Monday - Friday work week.

New & Used Vehicle Sales Consultant
$2,500 Hiring Bonus

Sales experience preferred, but will train right 
candidate. Must be committed to customer sat-
isfaction. Commission and bonus opportunities. 

Paid holidays, vacation and training.

$2,500 Sign-On Bonus
Route Driver

No CDL required, but must have valid TXDL 
with acceptable driving record. 
Monday to Friday work week.

Lube Technicians
$2,000 Hiring Bonus

Experience a plus, but willing to train the right 
candidates. Must have a valid TXDL with acceptable 
driving record. Must be responsible and dependable.

Monday-Friday work week.

Parts Warehouse Stocking Associates
$1,000 Hiring Bonus

 Overtime and room for advancement. 
Monday-Friday work week.

Parts Drivers
$1,000 Hiring Bonus  

Must have valid TXDL with acceptable 
driving record. Overtime available and room 

for advancement. 
Monday-Friday work week.

Body Shop Porter
Performs duties throughout the Body Shop.

Must be responsible, dependable and have a valid 
TXDL. Monday to Friday work week.

035 Garden/Mowing Service 039                       Help Wanted039           Help Wanted

Looking for a new job? 

Check out our 

Help Wanted Section 

in the Classifi eds!
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 052                       Movers
U.S. Army Retired-but not tired! 

Careful moving-Cheap.

Call Big Jim @ 817-237-5151.

 057          Pets/Livestock
Will pay top dollar for 
grazing and hay leases.                      
Call 940-389-1936.

Use Happy Jack® Kennel 
Dip® as an area spray to 
control stable flies and deer 
ticks. RUSSELL FEED INC             
817-444-8815.

(www.kennelvax.com).

 060 Professional Services

 062                   Plumbing

 066                      Roofing

 068                      Storage
INNERSPACE STORAGE. Hwy 
199, Springtown. Now renting 
all unit sizes, 24-hour access.    
817-677-4050.

 069              Sand/Gravel

 078               Well Drilling
Need a quality water well at a 
fair price? Also, pump sales and 
installation. KELVIN’S PUMP & 
WELL SERVICE. 817-221-4300.

 081 Business/Commercial
40x50 building For Rent, 

3 miles west of Springtown. 

817-713-7495.

NOW AVAILABLE: Commercial 
Storefront/Office Space For 
Lease. $1,100/mo. Call Donna 
Bransom 817-925-8281.

FOR LEASE: 291 Morrow 
Road, Springtown. 2,200 sf 
building, currently being used 
as church. East of Springtown 
with easy access to Hwy 199.                   
817-657-5682.

FOR LEASE: 3 acres, gravel lot 
with water and electric, 1 mile 
east of Springtown, easy access 
to Hwy 199 (outside city limits). 
817-657-5682.

PARKWAY CENTER

1153 SE Parkway, Azle

Hwy 199 Frontage

near hospital

2150 sf, $1,500/mo.

$1,500 deposit

Bryants Company 

Real Estate

817-220-2021

 082             RV’s for Rent
Nice 1BR RV in adult RV park. 
Great for older person on limited 
income. Starts at $550/mo. All 
Bills Paid. Heritage RV Park 817-
444-3760.

 084 Mobile Homes for Rent

Nice 2x2 SW, quiet area, Azle 
ISD, Qualified Tenants Wanted. 
817-228-2414.

PELICAN BAY: 1521 LARK, 3-2, 
$1,095/mo. $500 deposit; 1525 
PARTRIDGE, 2-1, $725/mo. 
$400 deposit. Gene Thompson 
& Associates, 817-246-4646.  
gtatx.com.

 086 Mobile Home/RV Lots
Covered & uncovered spaces 
and rental units in Adult Park, 
store rooms, mail service, paved 
roads. 5 miles south of Azle on 
FM 730. 817-444-3760.

Beautiful RV Spots available 
in nice, quiet area near Eagle 
Mountain Lake, $350/mo. 
Call for more information                
817-228-2414.

 040 Home Improvement
BILL ROSSER PAINTING & 
REMODELING. Big Savings: 
$100 off any job of $1,000 
or more. Painting, Carpentry, 
Porch Covers, Decks. FREE 
ESTIMATES. Call 817-304-9974; 
866-374-3559.

WORKHORSE HANDYMAN 
SERVICES. Bathrooms, 

kitchens, remodels, water 

& sewer repair, mobile 

home repair, roof repair 

and well repair. 

Quality at a reasonable rate. 

Call 817-874-6109.

PYRAMID REMODELING. 
PAINTING: Interior, Exterior, 
Tape & Bed, Texture, Popcorn 
Ceilings. FREE ESTIMATES. 817-
944-7658.

BOBBY MCWILLIAMS

PAINTING 817-821-6377.

Interior/Exterior Painting

Residential & New Homes.

48 years experience.

 043                      Hunting
Father with young family looking 
for hunting lease near Azle/
Springtown area. 972-302-8084.

 049 Masonry/Stonework
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ACROSS

DOWN

  1  Guadalupe River
      floater
  5  TXism: “that sticks
      in my ____”
  6  former SMU pres.,
      _ Kenneth ___
  7  TX-based __ Chico
  8  large TX conglom-
      erate (1961-2000)
  9  Falfurrias is seat
      of this county
15  TXism for “carry”
16  TXism: “I need that
      like a ____  _____
      an umbrella”
19  preowned vehicle
      (2 wds.)
21  characteristic
22  tiny film role (2 wds.)
27  TX Patrick Swayze
      was ____ Main in 
      “North and South”
28  in Columbus, TX:
      “Preston Kyle _____
      Wildlife Museum”
29  TX-filmed “The
      Andromeda ______”
30  this Bruce won the 
      Byron Nelson twice
32  Cloris of TX-based
      “The Last Picture
      Show” (init.)
33  Gulf contaminations
      (2 wds.)
36  inheritor
37  TX George Jones”
      “___ Thinks I Still
      Care” (1962)
38  TX-born “Supergirl,”
      Benoist  
39  TXism for “good”
      (2 wds.)
41  astronaut Slayton

  1  label for the late
      TX Charley Pride
  2  in Smith County 
      on highway 135
  3  La Grange is seat
      of this county
  4  in 1991, a $1200
      rookie Nolan Ryan
      card accidentally
      sold for this (2 wds.)
  8  “___ Pines Forest”
      near Bastrop
  9  TXism for “make
      peace” (3 wds.)
10  __ Cola
11  TXism: “mighty fine”
12  classic song “Home
      __  ___  _____”

42  TXism: “_____ fond of”
45  Gulf shrimp catchers  
46  TX Johnny Nash’s “I
      Can ___ Clearly Now”
47  San Antonio de Areco
      Airport (abbr.)
48  Texas is number one
      producer of natural ___
49  “sorry, __  _____” (have
      a significant other)
52  Mexican for “a lot”
53  unfreeze

54  make a
      dress maybe
55  TX pro golfer,
      Kite (init.)

13  public FM and TV
      in Dallas/Fort Worth
14  TXism: “cold as an
      outhouse ____ in
      January”
15  old Arlington Stadi-
      um was first called
      “_______ Stadium”
16  “double-dog ____
      you”
17  TXism: “keep your
      wagon between
      the _______”
18  purloined
20  former Oiler CB,
      Dishman (1988-96)
22  A&M degree, e.g.
23  OJ’s judge

24  quick haircut
25  when one’s face
      turned white
26  walkways at AT&T
      Stadium, e.g.
28  comedy sketch
31  gusto
34  TX Tanya Tucker
      hit: “Can _  ___
      You Tonight”

35  TX journalist Linda
      Ellerbee’s birth
      name (init.)
37  TXism: “he ____
      deep in the saddle”
      (experienced)
40  TX moonwalker,
      Alan
43  TXism: “_  ___ to”
      (intend)
44  spectrums
50  TXism: “attracted
      like _  ____ to a
      prairie dog”
51  once a popular
      Mansfield event:
      “___ Bell Rodeo” 
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Kevin’s
Handyman
Services

• Carpentry

• Drywall & Painting

• Tile & Laminate Floors

• Doors & Windows

• Decks & Stairs

• Cabinets & Countertops

• No Job Too Small

Springtown and 
Surrounding Areas

40 Years 
Experience

231-445-1221

Devin’s Handyman Service
• Carpentry

• Cement

• Rock

• Granite

• Tile

• Painting

• Siding

Call Devin at 817-629-9608

SUMMER

SPECIAL

20% OFF 
with 

this ad!

• Insulation

• Kitchen/

     Bath

• Roof & 

    Gutters

• Powerwashing

• Decks

All Types Stone & Brick Work
New Construction • Remodels

Free 
Estimates

817-308-6512
email alvarogsilva@verizon.net

commercial • residential

AZLE, TX

Landscape Designs, Outdoor Kitchens 
Patios, Retaining Walls, Mailboxes

,L.L.C.

concrete

RESTORE 
EDUCATION

Homeschool & 
Private School Hybrid

Call Renie at 

702-808-0195

Only Eleven Spots Left

Need help schooling 
your 8th grader?

GRAHAM 

PLUMBING CO.

817-220-2469

Commercial-Residential

Serving Springtown, 

Azle, Boyd, 

Weatherford Area
M#15899

grahamplumbingco.com

LANDERS
Plumbing Co.

817-444-3054
940-233-2862
Don Landers • M-10078

Plumbing Repairs
Drains Cleaned

ROOFING & METAL 

BUILDINGS

817-304-4224

Tired of always 
replacing your roof?

We’ll be here 
after the storm.

Call us for a 
metal roof quote.

817-523-4137

Commercial & 

Residential

•Roofing

•MetalRoofing

•Carports

•MetalBuildings

•AllGeneral

Contracting

He r e  B e f o r e  T h e  S t o rm ,  H e r e  L o n g  A f t e r .

417N.MaiNSt•SpriNgtowN

Miles Roofing
• Insurance Claim 
     Specialists;
• Free Estimates
817-797-3420

Ash Creek
Storage

Convenient Location

Corner of Main St. & Locust • Azle

817-444-3292

STORAGE UNITS
1350 Liberty School Rd

817-246-4646

10x10 Units $75/mo. 
5x10 Units $40/Mo.

Quality
Family Business

Since 1938

(817) 221-2681

CALL

Cliff Hall

We go the extra mile to ensure 
you get more for your $. 

On House Pads, Driveways, 
Lot Clearing & Tractor Work, Etc.

Cozart

Our Business is Metal Buildings
- And We’re Good!

DESIGN    FABRICATION    ERECTION

METAL 

BUILDING SYSTEMS

Fabrication and erection of quality 
metal buildings at reasonable prices, 

any size - any design

Office 817-237-2282
Fax 817-237-0904

Mark Cozart
817-233-6668

Jeremy Cozart
817-237-2028

Metal Building
Specialist

•WeldUps/BoltUps

•PipeFencing

•Concrete

•HorseBarns

•AllTypesFencing

•MetalRoofs

NOJOBTOOSMALL

ComparePricing

R&E Construction

owner Rodney Vick 
817-220-3044 

fax 817-523-7639   
cell 817-253-1614       

Metal Building Erectors
•Pre-engineredWeld-up

•Barns/Shops

•Arenas/Hangars

•Fencing

1220E.Hwy.199•Springtown

WELD-DONE CONSTRUCTION LTD.

817-220-2150
www.weld-done.net

• Metal Buildings
• Steel Components
• Welding Supplies
• Concrete Supplies
• Fabrication Supplies
• Pipe Fencing
• Deer Blinds
• Deer Feeders

817-220-0008 

www.solidss.com

8894 W Hwy 199 • Springtown

Open to 
the Public

817-270-8811

Come Join the 
Quality Team at

HVAC TECHNICIANS

& INSTALLERS

Experienced Outside Sales
Full Time

Qualifi ed Person must be:
• Dependable

• Outgoing

• Self-Starter

• Good Communication Skills

• Able to follow directions

• Have reliable transportation

Salary plus commission
and benefi ts
To apply, send resume to:

Experienced Outside Sales

Email: publisher@azlenews.net

Mail to: Azle News - Attn: Kim Ware

321 W. Main St,. Azle Texas 76020

NO PHONE CALLS OR DROP INS PLEASE

HIRING CLASS A CDL DRIVERS
Hydrovac, Rock Truck, Roll Off Box 
Trucks, Haul Trucks & Roustabout

Family medical insurance portion paid by company, 

North TX area, yards in 

Bridgeport/Bowie and home daily, 

established business

940-577-0432 • 940-210-5657

940-389-6653 • admin@nvlus.org

039                                                     Help Wanted

040 Home Improvement

Save a Shelter 
Animal. 

Find your 
furever Friend

Sell it in the classifieds

066                            Roofing

079                           Welding

Place a classified ad
817-270-3340 or

817-220-7217

081  Business/Commercial

079                  Welding

084 Mobile Homes For Rent

A great way to raise 
extra money! 

Call today for more info.

Azle News 
817-270-3340

Springtown Epigraph 
817-220-7217

16 words for 
only $10
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2021 Home in Azle. 3BR, 2BA, 
2-Car Carport with attached 
10x20 Storage. $1,800/
mo. $1,800 deposit, Credit/
Background Check, No Pets. 
Available September 1st.       
817-980-3066.

 088     Rent Unfurnished

2-1 Apartment, recently 
renovated, granite countertops, 
stainless steel appliances, 
new vinyl flooring, $900/mo. 
$500 Move-in Special, no pets.      
817-912-5434.

Garage Apartment for Rent. 
Separate from house, utilities 
paid, non smoking, no pets, 
Rent $650/mo. deposit $350.         
817-444-1906.

PELICAN BAY: 1845 PELICAN 
DRIVE, 3-2, $1,295/mo. $600 
deposit. Gene Thompson & 
Associates, 817-246-4646.  
gtatx.com.

2-2 4-PLEX, Newly Remodeled. 
$1,050/$800 security deposit, 
WBFP, walk-in closets, box 
windows, large kitchen w/pantry, 
1,100 sf. 817-360-3039.

SERVICE

DIRECTORY

Exterminators

Please call Jim at 817-237-5151

Member: 
• VFW  • DAV
• Sheriff’s Assn
•  American 

Legion 
• ET AL

HU.S. Army retired -  
  but not tired! H

•  Full Service Moving 
- Local & Long Range

•  Gun Safes - Pianos - Auto - Antiques
• Packing & Storage - Large or Small

Courtesy H Punctuality H Care

moverS

Movers

Texas Air Conditioning Contractor License: TACLA014745E

Serving the Springtown, Azle, Weatherford & Fort Worth Area Since 1970

Sales · Service • Residential · Commercial

SPRINGTOWN 817-220-4506
www.jandeac.com

J&E
AIR CONDITIONING

& HEATING

ATEX
TRASH
SERVICE

817-344-8464 ATEXTRASH.COM

$30 per month   WEEKLY PICKUP

Proudly Serving The Community We Live In

Air Conditioning and Heating 

Trash/Waste Service

Transmissions & Auto Repair

Rainwater’s 
Transmission & Auto Repair

201 E. Hwy. 199, Springtown 

817-220-1059

Transmission • Brakes 
a/C • engine serviCe

LOCALLY 

& FAMILY 

OWNED!

Appraisals

Cynthia Payne, 
MNAA, ASA

Stacy Payne, 
Office Manager
woman owned  

Veteran Owned

817-771-5562
info@payneappraisal-llc.com
www.payneappraisal.net

Diesel/Auto Repair

Exterminators

YOUR COMPLETE PEST CONTROL SERVICE

Family owned and operated. Over 50 years of service.

Voted Best Pest Control
Best of Parker County

817-915-2470

Tom Samples 
Pest Control

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE

All real estate advertis-
ing in this newspaper is 
subject to the Fair Hous-
ing Act which makes it 
illegal to advertise “any 
preference, limitation or 
discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status 
or national origin, or an 
intention, to make any 
such preference, limita-
tion or discrimination.” 
Familial status includes 
children under the age of 
18 living with parents or 
legal custodians, pregnant 
women and people secur-
ing custody of children 
under 18.

This newspaper will 
not knowingly accept any 
advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of 
the law. Our readers are 
hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised in 
this newspaper are avail-
able on an equal oppor-
tunity basis. To complain 
of discrimination call 
HUD tollfree at 1-800-
669-9777. The toll-free 
telephone number for 
the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275.

TexSCAN Week of 

August 8-14, 2021

ACREAGE

Hunting/investment/recreational property. We 

have some of the best in Texas! From the Hill Country 

(Edwards, Menard, Coke, Val Verde County, free 

ranging exotics) to South Texas (Kinney, Duval, Live 

Oak County, whitetail, hogs). Large or small acreage. 

30-year fixed rate owner financing, only 5% down. 

Call toll-free or email for individual prices and terms, 

www.ranchenterprisesltd.com, 800-876-9720.

ARROWHEADS

Indian Arrowheads Wanted – Point Type: Must be 

old, authentic & unbroken. Absolute TOP DOLLAR 

Paid – Up to 5 figures for one point. I am a very serious 

high-end collector. Call 979-218-3351.

AUCTION

Corpus Christi – 17,000± SF Commercial Bldg. on 

1.92± Acres, Former Fitness Center. Bid deadline: 

Sept. 1, 14325 Northwest Blvd., 1 mile west of I-69E 

& I-37 interchange. Equipment available separately. 

Northwest Blvd. daily traffic: 30,000+ VPD. Hilco 

Real Estate Sales, 855-755-2300, HilcoRealEstate.com.

GENERATORS

GENERAC Standby Generators provide backup 

power during utility power outages, so your home and 

family stay safe and comfortable. Prepare now. Free 

7-year extended warranty ($695 value!). Request a free 

quote today! Call for additional terms and conditions. 

1-855-704-8579.

RESEARCH

Rural adults who eat meat may qualify to participate in 

a research study on food choice. Participants complete 

a survey and interview and receive a $25 gift card. 

emily.belarmino@uvm.edu, 802-656-0540.

INTERNET

AT&T Internet. Starting at $40/month w/12-mo 
agmt. Includes 1 TB of data per month. Get More For 
Your High-Speed Internet Thing. Ask us how to bundle 
and SAVE! Geo & svc restrictions apply. Call us today 
1-855-439-5457.

MAINTENANCE

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, the 
most advanced debris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 15% off 
and 0% financing for those who qualify. PLUS Senior 
& Military Discounts. Call 1-855-815-5722.

TRUCK DRIVERS

Be Your Own Boss, Choose Your Own Routes! 
Looking for CDL drivers to deliver new trucks all 
over the country, starting in Laredo, TX. Experience 
preferred. Must have DOT physical and be willing 
to keep logs. No DUIs in the last 10 years, clean 
MVR. Quality Drive-Away. Apply online at 
www.qualitydriveaway.com or call 574-642-2023.

MEDICAL

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

Life Alert. One press of a button sends help FAST, 
24/7! At home and on the go. Mobile Pendant with 
GPS. FREE First Aid Kit (with subscription.) CALL 
844-831-1525. FREE Brochure.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Coverage for 350 plus proce-
dures. Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount 
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-0467 
www.dental50plus.com/txpress   #6258

WANTED

Need Extra Cash – I Buy RVs & Mobile Homes 
–Travel Trailers, 5th Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper 
Pulls. In Any Area, Any Condition – Old/New, Dirty 
or Clean! I PAY CA$H. No Title – No Problem, we 
can apply for one. ANR Enterprises, 956-466-7001..

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 

221 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads
Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com

NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.
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1515 E Hwy 199 • Springtown

VALLEY ROSE
RV PARK

817-583-5372

Spaces Starting at $450/mo. All Bills Paid

• Free Cable & WiFi

• Showers

• Free Laundry

• Playground

• Swimming Pool

• Dog Park

• Security Cameras

• Storage Area

• Manager On-Site

• All Concrete Pads & Roads

• 40x20 Back-In

• 50x20 Pull-Throughs

AZLE OAKS

APARTMENT
700 JARVIS • AZLE

817-444-1712

1 & 2 Bedroom 
Unfurnished

Accepting Applications
Rent based on income

TDD: 
800-735-2989

This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

GENE THOMPSON 

& ASSOCIATES
HOMES and MOBILE HOMES 

FOR RENT
gtatx.com

817-246-4646

Duplexes: 3 and 2 bedroom units 
available starting at $1025-$1125. 
Quiet, clean, non-smoking.

Office Buildings: Executive suites and 
corporate office spaces available, from 
$400-$1600. Small business friendly, 
convenient location in Lake Worth.

RV Park: Designed for long-term stays 
for locals. Best common building in Azle, 
secluded and calm park. $375/month with 
electricity at 12 cents/kilowatt hour. City 
water and sewer. 30/50 amp.

Call/text us at 817-404-7143 or email at 
sales.stewartbend@gmail.com for your 
next great leasing experience!

Cross Companies 
Property Management

Family-owned, family-run

086                                                     Mobile Home/RV Lots

088  Rent Unfurnished

088  Rent Unfurnished

Name __________________________________________________________ ___

Address____________________________________________________________

City_____________________________State ________Zip __________________  

County_____________________ Daytime ph.____________________

Circle your paper choice, clip and mail with check to: 

321W.MainStreet•Azle,Texas76020

- or - 

Azle News

P.O.Box557•Springtown,Texas76082

The

	$46.50 
OUT-OF-COUNTY
Texasandelsewhere  

	$36.50
SENIOR CITIZEN
60yearsandolder
Tarrant,Parker&Wiseonly
  

	$40.00 
IN-COUNTY 
Tarrant,Parker&
Wiseonly 

Check one:

	$84.00 
OUT-OF-COUNTY
Texasandelsewhere 
 

	$66.00
SENIOR CITIZEN
60yearsandolder
Tarrant,Parker&Wiseonly 
  

	$72.00 
IN-COUNTY 
Tarrant,Parker&
Wiseonly 

	$25.00
ONLINE ONLY
AzleNews
orSpringtownEpigraph

	$45.00
ONLINE ONLY
AzleNews
orSpringtownEpigraph

2 Year Subscription1 Year Subscription

Cowboys read the
hometown 
paper
to their
ponies!

13 Months for the Price of  12
Excludes Out-of-County Subscribers - Offer Expires August 31, 2021 

Need to sell your ATV?
Call today and ask 
about our $29.95 

3-MONTH SPECIAL!
Azle News 817-270-3340

Springtown Epigraph 817-220-7217

Rescue your Ballerina 
from the local Shelter 

and give her a 
Furever Home

Shelter animals have 

lots of unconditional love 

to share with their 

new best friends.

Feel the Love - Adopt

Support Your 
Local 

Businesses
Shop Locally!



Dos Chiles 

Grandes Cafe

Dos Chiles 

Grandes Cafe

•Open7Days

•FastFriendlyService

•FreshHomemadeFood

Two Enchilada Dinners 
& Two Drinks = $15
EvEry TuEsday

425 W. Rock Island Ave.

Hwy 114• Boyd• 940-433-3322

24 HOUR DENTAL EMERGENCY

Open For All Your Dental Needs!

JOE S. MCCREARY, D.D.S.
Same Day Treatments Available 

Bleaching Special $99

817-444-3209
NOW TAKING CARE CREDIT

209 Roe Street, Azle, Texas
We practice the latest infection control prevention

Attention Seniors!
Did you know Medicare will help pay for your eye exam?

Dr. Jeffrey R. Crabtree

6921  Fos te r  D r. Lake  Wor th ,  TX  76135

www.lakewortheye.com •817-439-9455

Call 

Today!
Call 

Today!

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED FOR 20 YEARS

State Inspection for Tarrant & Parker Counties

1304 NW Pkwy (Hwy 199)

817-444-8529
817-456-0907
www.motleyautomotive.com
Monday - Friday 8:30 am - 6:00 pm

Automotive

• Tune-ups

• Diesel

•  Suspension

•  Computer Diagnostics

• A/C Repair

• Brakes

• Emission Repairs

•  Repair & Restore 

Classic Cars

Motorcycles 

& ATVs

•  Maintenance 

& Repairs

Kerry Lane
Kerry Lane

NW Pkwy Hwy 199

Service Rd

Jackson Tr.

W
estline Rd.

Motley’s AUTOMOTIVE & 
MOTORCYCLES

PACKAGE
DROP OFF 
STATION

Still WaterS Retreat

www.stillwatersretreattexas.com

Springtown, Texas 76082 • 817-220-2681

• Retreats of all kinds
• Overnight Retreats
• Family Reunions
• Cabins & Rooms sleep up to 30
• Weekend or Weekday Staycations
• Meeting Room

Set on 39 acres of rolling hills and 
valleys west of Dallas/Fort Worth. 
Tours Available.

HOGLE

Shaye Hogle Hogye Hogle

Insurance Group
167 W. Main • 817-444-6389

www.HogleInsurance.com 
“Our Best Policy is Personal Service”

IRA-SEP-401k Rollover

3.0% 60 Month 
Rate Guarantee 2.15% 24 Month 

Rate Guarantee

Permanent 
Whole Life Insurance
•  Premiums guaranteed, fixed & level for life
• Guaranteed death benefits
• Guaranteed cash values
• Issue ages 50 to 85
• Issue sizes $5,000 - $50,000
• No Medical Exam Required

GLORIA HINOJOSA
You were determined not 

to get bit.

But in a totally different 
meaning of the word, you 

were equally determined 

that your horse would ac-

cept one. Without a bit in 

his mouth, he wouldn’t turn, 

slow down, or stop when 

you wanted to ride – and of 

course, as in “Horse Girls,” 

edited by Halimah Marcus, 

the ride’s the thing.

Or is a sense of freedom 

the best part of owning a 

horse? Many girls think so, 

while others just want their 

very own Flicka or Ginger 

or Pie. Whatever it is, Mar-

cus says that there’s a differ-
ence between “horse girls” 

and “a horsewoman.” The 

latter, she writes, is “tough, 

no-nonsense... riding every 

day... unsentimental about 

horses but devoted to them 

for life” – unlike many of 

the women in this book who 

gave up riding as young 

women and re-established 

“Horse Girls: Recovering, Aspiring, and Devoted Riders Redefine the 

Iconic Bond,” edited by Halimah Marcus

c.2021, Harper Perennial $17.00 / $21.00 Canada 304 pages

Horse Girls

Halimah Marcus  

 Portrait of author by Bryan Derballa 

their love for it later in life.

But what makes a horse 

girl?

Marginalization, in the 

stories here. These horse 

girls often felt shame for 

not fitting the norm, for be-

ing queer, Black, “chubby” 

or poor – but they still loved 

horses. Some of the writers 

are lesbians, but they didn’t 

understand it until their 

girlhoods were over. Alex 

Marzano-Lesnevich writes 

of cross-dressing cowboys 

in history; Sarah Enelow-

Snyder writes about Black 

cowboys and of “curly Afros 

shoved into unaccommodat-

ing cowboy hats.” C. Mor-

gan Babst writes of cruelty 

and anorexia, a two-pronged 

part of her childhood.

Horse girls worry. A lot. 

They worry about where 

their horses went after they 

were sold or given away. On 

the day she got it, Adrienne 

Celt worried about how she 

was going to bury her horse 

if it died. They worry about 

disappointing horse-loving 

parents, and they fret about 

the best way to introduce 

their daughters to riding.

They ride with joy. They 

met spouses through horses. 

They remember the smell of 

a box that once contained a 

plastic horse – because, says 

T Kira Madden, “the thing 

about a horse is, it’s never 

about the horse.”

Nope, it’s also about stories. 

Fifteen of them, to be exact, 

all inside “Horse Girls,” but 

unless you’re the horsey-type, 

you grew up in a saddle, or 

your shelves once held plas-

tic 1:9-scale horses, you can 

just mosey along. In that case, 

you’ll haaaaate this book and 

that’s okay. It’s not for you 

anyhow.

If you fit the former, 
though, pommel, stirrup, 

and all, then editor Halimah 

Marcus offers stories you’ll 
devour, stories of loving 

horses, even when (especial-

ly when!) doing so made you 

an anomaly. There’s strength 

in that but loss also looms 

large here, particularly loss 

of childhood, innocence, or 

imagination. Fortunately for 

many of these storytellers 

and for the readers invited 

along on this ride, though, 

recollections are resolved, 

reasons for them are recon-

ciled, and the endings are 

mostly satisfying.

If you ever trotted around 

the yard, pretending to be 

a horse, or if you actually 

spent your girlhood in a sad-

dle, this book will bring back 

memories. “Horse Girls” is 

a book you won’t want to 

miss, not even a little bit.

BY TUMBLEWEED SMITH

The Palo Duro Canyon is 

the second largest canyon in 

the United States. It is 1,200 

feet deep, 120 miles long 

and over 20 miles wide in 

some areas. It covers parts 

of four counties in the pan-

handle and the number of 

visitors is increasing.

“Its popularity grows by 

leaps and bounds,” says Eric 

Miller, a tourist expert in 

Amarillo, “especially now 

that the pandemic is on the 

decline and people are start-

ing to travel again.” He goes 

to the canyon weekly and 

has studied it for years.

“The canyon has caves and 

columns of weathered rock 

called hoodoos. The major 

landmark that people want to 

see is called the Lighthouse. 

It’s a sandstone structure 

about 300 feet tall. You have 

to take a 6-mile round trip 

hike to get to it. In the summer 

Texas-size Palo Duro Canyon ‘recharges me’

Photo credit: Texas Parks & Wildlife

heat you better take precau-

tions like some sort of head-

gear, sunscreen and plenty of 

water. The sun can really sap 

your energy. Morning is the 

best time to go.”

The canyon is believed to 

be 90 million years old. The 

name Palo Duro is from an 

Indian term meaning hard 

stick.

“The legend is that Coro-

nado led some conquistadors 

to the area in about 1540. It 

was his group that discov-

ered the juniper cedar trees 

that are still there on the 

walls of the canyon. Juniper 

trees have an incredibly hard 

wood.”

Indians made arrows from 

juniper wood. There are sev-

eral hiking trails in the can-

yon. One is called the Rock 

Garden Trail.

“It starts on the floor of the 
canyon and goes all the way 

up to the rim, so it’s nearly a 

quarter of a mile gain in el-

evation going up”

The canyon has a replica 

of a dugout like the one 

Charles Goodnight, a pio-

neer rancher used in 1876, 

two years after the Indians 

left. He moved 1,800 head 

of cattle into the canyon in 

partnership with John Adair 

and founded the JA Ranch,

There is a state park that 

covers a small part of the 

canyon. Concessions in-

clude jeep rides, a zip line 

and the outdoor musical 

drama TEXAS that begins in 

May and runs through mid 

August. It has special light-

ing and sound effects.
“The lightning at the end 

of the first act will have you 
believing that it’s raining.”

Eric thinks the canyon is a 

special place.

“Palo Duro is my go-to 

place because it just recharg-

es me. There is a deep seren-

ity that comes with breathing 

in the clear panhandle air.”

The canyon is on the Prai-

rie Dog Town Fork of the 

Red River in Briscoe, Arm-

strong, Randall and Swisher 

counties and was created by 

water erosion. At the rim it 

has an elevation of 3,500 

feet. The floor of the canyon 
is 2,380 feet above sea level. 

It was one of the last Indian 

strongholds on the plains. 

The Palo Duro State Park is 

east of Canyon, Texas.
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Monday - Saturday 11am-9pm
CLOSED SUNDAYS

5500 West Highway 199, Springtown

682-302-3555

Dos Equis • Corona • Coors Lite 
Lone Star • Shiner • Modelo

Margarita Special
Strawberry • Peach • Mango • Raspberry 
Wild Berry • Prickly Pear • Sangria Swirl

Small $4.50 Large $7.50

Happy Hour
Mon-Sat 4 pm - 8 pm

Bar open until 10 pm
Food Service until 9 pm


