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Sauk Centre

Sauk Centre’s hospitality options 

are expanding, whether it i
s a cafe 

renovation or the addition of new 

short-te
rm rentals.

During their Sept. 20 meeting at 

Sauk Centre City Hall, th
e Sauk Cen-

tre City Council approved a variance 

to the Ding Dong Cafe for a setback 

of 0 feet fro
m the road right of way 

and of 2.7 feet fro
m the interior sid

e 

yard; the setback is u
sually 30 feet 

for both the side yard and the stre
et. 

The decreased setback allows for 

additions to the west and south sides 

of the Ding Dong Cafe, which will 

result in
 a  nal siz

e of 75-by-35 feet.

Prior to the council’s d
eci-

sion, councilmember Diane Kelly 

expressed concern over the cafe’s 

condition, including rotting siding 

boards, m
ajor appliances left out-

doors and the large dent in the build-

ing from where a tree fell on it. C
ity 

Administra
tor Vicki Willer assured 

the council th
ose issu

es would be 

resolved as part of the cafe’s re
nova-

tion plan.

BY BEN SONNEK

STAFF WRITER

Sauk Centre 

hospitality 

grows

Building up to

2023

City approves 

Ding Dong 

variance, short-t
erm 

rental permits

City council p
age 3

Nurturing 

nature

PHOTO BY MARK KLAPHAKE

The 2023 Sauk Centre Homecoming Court (
bottom, fro

m left) s
eniors Stella Schirm

ers, Alexis Groetsch, Addison Hoff m
an, Ava Friedrichs, Zach 

Klim
ek, Devon Cervantes, Andrew Drevlow and Matthew Evens; (m

iddle, fro
m left) 

junior Enara Nelson, seniors Serena Middendorf a
nd Raya 

Sebek, sophomore David Gilm
ore, seniors Chris Polipnick and Devin Crawford-Klinnert; (

top, fro
m left) f

reshman Kahlen Suelfl o
w, sophomore Nya 

Thieschafer, ju
nior In

gmar Berghahn and fre
shman Lucas Ahrens gather on the football fi e

ld Sept. 2
6. Homecoming coronation is Oct. 2

.
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For our complete lineup 

SCAN 
HERE

W
berg’s love of family, 

friends and country were 

heard at the rededication 

of the Avon Post Of

his name Aug. 17.

everybody,” said Jeff 

Manthe, Avon mayor, 

during the ceremony in 

front of the Avon Post 

Of  ce.
Chief Warrant Of  cer 

Candidate Kort Mill-

er Plantenberg, 28, a 

member of the Minnesota 

National Guard, lost his life 

Dec. 5, 2019, near Kimball 

in a helicopter accident. 

Also perishing in the crash 

were James A Rogers, 28, 

of Winsted, and Charles P. 

Nord 30, of Perham.
b rg the son of 

PHOTO BY MIKE KOSIK

Congresswoman Michelle Fischbach (front, from left), Laura and Steve Plantenberg, Congressman Tom Emmer, Avon Postmaster 

Joseph Velazquez, Post Offi  ce District Representative Brian Perron and Minnesota-North Dakota District Workforce Operations 

Planning Specialist Rachel Christensen; (back, from left) Minnesota–North Dakota District Manager Angela Bye and Manager 

Post Offi  ce Operations Amy Longshore gather around the plaque rededicating the Avon Post Offi  ce to Kort Plantenberg Aug. 

17 in Avon. It takes an act of Congress and the signature of the President of the United States to make it happen.

Special signifi cance 

for service

Avon Post Offi  ce 

rededicated 

to Plantenberg

BY MIKE KOSIK

The names of four 

candidates to  ll one 

open Melrose Area 

School Board position 

will be on the Nov. 7 

special election ballot. 

Keith Fischer, of 

Freeport; and Eric Se-

anger, Alan Schulzeten-

berg and Allen Wieling, 

all of Melrose,  led by 

the Aug. 15 deadline.

The position opened 

up when  rst term school 

board director Becky 

Klassen moved out of 

the Melrose School 

District and the board 

accepted her resignation. 

The winner of the 

election will  ll out 

Klassen’s term, which 

ends Jan. 6, 2025. 

Melrose School Dis-

trict residents can vote 

7 a m. to 8 p.m., 
M lrose

4 vying 

for open 

Melrose 

School 

Board 

position

BY CAROL MOORMAN

STAFF WRITER

berg, grew up and lived in 

Avon and was a graduate of 

Albany Area High School.

Manthe, who is a part-

time employee at the Avon 

Post Of  ce, said his daugh-

ter, Molly, graduated from 

high school with Planten-

berg in 2009.  
“She was devastated, 

as was I, as was everybody 

gathered here today and 

with so many in our whole 

area,” Manthe said about his 

death. “He served through-

out his life and  nally ended

up as a soldier, a proud 

soldier to our nation.”

Post offi  ce page 3

Albany council 

ders administrato
i tion

Special election

Nov. 7 at 

Melrose City Center
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During the latest legisla-tive session, state lawmakers approved a $300 million deal to bring funding to nursing homes during a severe staf  ng shortage. 
The Gardens at Foley received an allotment of just over $269,000 in August as a result of the legislation, with an equal  gure slated to arrive the same time next year. Mark Halpert is chief operating of  cer of Monarch Health, the company that man-ages The Gardens at Foley and 48 other senior living sites.Halpert said the state funding allowed The Gardens at Foley to provide additional staff support.

State funding page 3

Nursing 
home gets 
boost from 

state funding
The Gardens 
at Foley 
receives $269,000 in assistance

BY HANS LAMMEMAN STAFF WRITER

VOLUME 93, NUMBER 36

 Tuesday, September 5, 2023

   FOLEY, MINNESOTA
(USPS 050-620) | COUNTY SEAT

$1 PER COPY 
Minnesota Newspaper Association Member    

In response to summer months rid-dled with heat, Foley families stayed cool by heading to the local pool. With the National Weather Service issuing recent heat advisories covering central Minnesota communities, it is no surprise the Foley Municipal Pool saw a surge of visitors this year. Swim season at the community pool concluded Aug. 28, and families packed the facility last week to enjoy 

the water while they still could. 
While sitting in the shade and watching her grandsons Connor and Attison splash in the wa-ter Aug. 23, Leslie Hess praised the Foley Munic-ipal Pool for providing a frequent day-cation spot for the summer. 

Pool page 3

Foley Municipal Pool records busy swim seasonBY HANS LAMMEMAN | STAFF WRITER

PHOTOS BY HANS LAMMEMAN Mason Muhl leaps into the Foley Municipal Pool Aug. 23 in Foley. According to the city of Foley, the community has shown support for the pool this season with the most sales of prepaid booklets and punch passes than ever before.
(Left) Taylor Lusardi splashes in the Foley Municipal Pool Aug. 23 in Foley. The pool is maintained by the city’s tax levy. 
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PHOTO SUBMITTED

Stella Schumann (from left), Karly Skroch, Myla Ackerman, 

Scarlett Swanson and Brynn Ackerman raise poms and 

holler Sept. 15 at Rice Elementary School in Rice. Pep fests 

and an RES tailgate party at lunchtime took place before 

the Storm football team’s 27-20 victory over Monticello.  

PHOTO BY NATASHA BARBER

Personal care assistant Katlyn Miller and Addison Messer smile during a benefi t to raise 

funds for Addison’s family Sept. 17 at The Waters Church in Sartell. Agape Warriors Ministry 

hosted a spaghetti meal, silent auction and more with a goal of raising $60,000 for a full-

size van with wheelchair lift to better accommodate growing Addison. 

Green and gold came out in droves Sept. 15 as 

the Sauk Rapids-Rice School District celebrated 

homecoming week Sept. 11-15. The middle and 

high schools hosted pep fests Friday before the 

annual homecoming football game, and the Rice 

Elementary School Parent Teacher Association put 

t il ate party for students inside the school caf-

Cross-country 

page 22

Storm 
pride 

No child left behind 
Community backs Messers’ goal of wheelchair van 

BY NATASHA BARBER | STAFF WRITER

i M describes her daughter, Addi-

“She’s super determined,” said Alicia of her 

youngest child. “We sometimes refer to her as a 

Sour Patch kid. Her determination has been for her 

h will let you know what she wants and 

ws
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CHATFIELD — When a 

customer bites into one of the 

Brens’ dill pickles fro
m the 

Chat  eld farmers m
arket, they 

bite in with a crunch.

“The  rst t
hing you notice 

is th
e crunch of our pickles and 

then the full  avor of dill w
ith 

a hint of garlic,” Vanessa Bren 

said. “Everybody’s obsessed 

with them.”

Vanessa alongside her hus-

band Dustin and their children 

Alaina, Beckett and Kate are 

easily most fa
mous at the Chat-

 eld farmers m
arket for their 

dill pickles. The family makes 

hundreds of quarts o
f pickles 

every year, which they sell at 

their booth along with other 

products under the name The 

Backyard Brens.

During cucumber season, 

Vanessa, Dustin and 11-year-

ina can be found in the 

y weekend and 

he work week 

tove, 
ine,

What’s  the

BIG  DILL?

SOUTH
S

The Bren 

children sell 

pickles, other 

wares in 

Chatfi eld BY AMY KYLLO | STAFF WRITER

PHOTO BY AMY KYLLO

Light gleams off  ja
rs of pickles Aug. 17 at th

e farmers market in Chatfi eld. 

This year the Bren family has almost reached their goal of making 400 quarts 

of pickles.

ilizes the lids and packs the jars 

with cucumbers, d
ill and garlic. 

Pervasive over all is 
the smell of 

vinegar.
“It sm

ells th
e best,” Alaina 

said. “I love vinegar.”

This year, they have almost 

reached their goal of making 

400 quarts o
f pickles. Last year, 

they made 364 quarts. A
 pick-

le-making session produces 

somewhere between 25 and 95 

quarts.
The Brens grow most of the 

cucumbers in
 their garden as 

well as the garlic and dill. A
d-

ditional cucumbers are sourced 

from local farms as well as their  

extended family.

The Brens make multiple 

pickle varieties including classic 

dill, b
read and butter, bread and 

butter zesty, hot and spicy, and 

old fashioned lime. They also 

make pickled asparagus which 

they haven’t so
ld publicly but 

to do so in the future. 

said she remembers 

y forgot to add 

t to the 

pickles.
“They were just lik

e store 

ones,” she said. “They were not 

good.”
Their recipe is a family 

one. The Brens brought their 

pickles to the farmers m
arket 

for the  rst t
ime three years ago 

and, when they found out how 

popular they were, decided to 

keep on.
The Brens also bring fresh

produce and salsa to sell to 

customers. T
his year, Alaina

and Vanessa were joined at t

market by Alaina’s tw
o you

siblings, Beckett and Kate

Each sibling has thei

table at the market. Alai

the pickles, produce an

Kate has jam; and Be

crafts, i
ncluding indi

decorated glassware

plant pots. A
 bit of

each of their ware

Bre
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During the latest legisla-
tive session, state lawmakers 
approved a $300 million deal 
to bring funding to nursing 
homes during a severe staf  ng 
shortage. The Gardens at Foley 

received an allotment of just 
over $269,000 in August as a 
result of the legislation, with 
an equal  gure slated to arrive 
the same time next year. 

Mark Halpert is chief 
operating of  cer of Monarch 
Health, the company that man-
ages The Gardens at Foley and 
48 other senior living sites.

Halpert said the state 
funding allowed The Gardens 
at Foley to provide additional 
staff support.
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Nursing home gets boost from state fundingThe Gardens at Foley receives $269,000 in assistance
BY HANS LAMMEMAN 

STAFF WRITER
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In response to summer months rid-

dled with heat, Foley families stayed 

cool by heading to the local pool. 
With the National Weather Service 

issuing recent heat advisories covering 

central Minnesota communities, it is 

no surprise the Foley Municipal Pool 

saw a surge of visitors this year. 
Swim season at the community 

pool concluded Aug. 28, and families 

packed the facility last week to enjoy 

the water while they still 
could. 

While sitting in the 
shade and watching her 
grandsons Connor and 
Attison splash in the wa-
ter Aug. 23, Leslie Hess 
praised the Foley Munic-
ipal Pool for providing a 
frequent day-cation spot for 
the summer. 

Pool page 3

Foley Municipal Pool records busy swim season

BY HANS LAMMEMAN | STAFF WRITER

PHOTOS BY HANS LAMMEMAN 
Mason Muhl leaps into 

the Foley Municipal 
Pool Aug. 23 in Foley. According to the city of Foley, the community has shown support for 

the pool this season 
with the most sales 

of prepaid booklets and punch passes than ever before.(Left) Taylor Lusardi 
splashes in the Foley 

Municipal Pool Aug. 23 in 
Foley. The pool is maintained 

by the city’s tax levy. 
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Stella Schumann (from left), Karly Skroch, Myla Ackerman, 

Scarlett Swanson and Brynn Ackerman raise poms and 

holler Sept. 15 at Rice Elementary School in Rice. Pep fests 

and an RES tailgate party at lunchtime took place before 

the Storm football team’s 27-20 victory over Monticello.  
PHOTO BY NATASHA BARBER

Personal care assistant Katlyn Miller and Addison Messer smile during a benefi t to raise 

funds for Addison’s family Sept. 17 at The Waters Church in Sartell. Agape Warriors Ministry 

hosted a spaghetti meal, silent auction and more with a goal of raising $60,000 for a full-

size van with wheelchair lift to better accommodate growing Addison. 

Green and gold came out in droves Sept. 15 as 

the Sauk Rapids-Rice School District celebrated 

homecoming week Sept. 11-15. The middle and 

high schools hosted pep fests Friday before the 

annual homecoming football game, and the Rice 

Elementary School Parent Teacher Association put 

on a tailgate party for students inside the school caf-

eteria during lunch. Members of the PTA handed out 

football, trinkets and treats as well as decorated the 

afeteria, encouraging Storm pride and school spirit.
Storm pride page 11
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No child left behind 
Community backs Messers’ goal of wheelchair van 

BY NATASHA BARBER | STAFF WRITER

 Alicia Messer describes her daughter, Addi-

son, as “spicy.” She said Addison is  lled with 

fortitude that has and will see the 6-year-old 

through the hurdles of life.

“She’s super determined,” said Alicia of her

youngest child. “We sometimes ref

Sour Patch kid. Her dete
bene  t; she willho
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Sauk Centre

Sauk Centre’s hospitality options 

are expanding, whether it is a cafe 
renovation or the addition of new 
short-term rentals.During their Sept. 20 meeting at 

Sauk Centre City Hall, the Sauk Cen-

tre City Council approved a variance 

to the Ding Dong Cafe for a setback 

of 0 feet from the road right of way 

and of 2.7 feet from the interior side 

yard; the setback is usually 30 feet 
for both the side yard and the street. 

The decreased setback allows for 
additions to the west and south sides 

of the Ding Dong Cafe, which will 
result in a  nal size of 75-by-35 feet.

Prior to the council’s deci-
sion, councilmember Diane Kelly 
expressed concern over the cafe’s 
condition, including rotting siding 
boards, major appliances left out-
doors and the large dent in the build-

ing from where a tree fell on it. City 

Administrator Vicki Willer assured 
the council those issues would be 
resolved as part of the cafe’s renova-

tion plan.

BY BEN SONNEKSTAFF WRITER

Sauk Centre hospitality grows Building up to

2023

City approves Ding Dong variance, short-term 
rental permits

City council page 3

Nurturing nature
PHOTO BY MARK KLAPHAKE

The 2023 Sauk Centre Homecoming Court (bottom, from left) seniors Stella Schirmers, Alexis Groetsch, Addison Hoff man, Ava Friedrichs, Zach 

Klimek, Devon Cervantes, Andrew Drevlow and Matthew Evens; (middle, from left) junior Enara Nelson, seniors Serena Middendorf and Raya 

Sebek, sophomore David Gilmore, seniors Chris Polipnick and Devin Crawford-Klinnert; (top, from left) freshman Kahlen Suelfl ow, sophomore Nya 

Thieschafer, junior Ingmar Berghahn and freshman Lucas Ahrens gather on the football fi eld Sept. 26. Homecoming coronation is Oct. 2.

homecoming
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W ords prais-ing Kort Planten-
berg’s love of family, friends and country were 

heard at the rededication 
of the Avon Post Of  ce in 
his name Aug. 17.“He was a friend to 

everybody,” said Jeff Manthe, Avon mayor, 
during the ceremony in 
front of the Avon Post 
Of  ce.

Chief Warrant Of  cer 
Candidate Kort Mill-er Plantenberg, 28, a member of the Minnesota 

National Guard, lost his life 
Dec. 5, 2019, near Kimball 
in a helicopter accident. 
Also perishing in the crash 
were James A Rogers, 28, 
of Winsted, and Charles P. 
Nord, 30, of Perham.Plantenberg, the son of 

Steve and Laura Planten-
PHOTO BY MIKE KOSIK

Congresswoman Michelle Fischbach (front, from left), Laura and Steve Plantenberg, Congressman Tom Emmer, Avon Postmaster 

Joseph Velazquez, Post Offi  ce District Representative Brian Perron and Minnesota-North Dakota District Workforce Operations 

Planning Specialist Rachel Christensen; (back, from left) Minnesota–North Dakota District Manager Angela Bye and Manager 

Post Offi  ce Operations Amy Longshore gather around the plaque rededicating the Avon Post Offi  ce to Kort Plantenberg Aug. 

17 in Avon. It takes an act of Congress and the signature of the President of the United States to make it happen.

Special signifi cance for service
Avon Post Offi  ce rededicated to Plantenberg

BY MIKE KOSIKSTAFF WRITER

The names of four 
candidates to  ll one open Melrose Area School Board position 

will be on the Nov. 7 special election ballot. Keith Fischer, of Freeport; and Eric Se-
anger, Alan Schulzeten-
berg and Allen Wieling, 
all of Melrose,  led by 
the Aug. 15 deadline.The position opened 

up when  rst term school 
board director Becky Klassen moved out of 

the Melrose School District and the board 
accepted her resignation. The winner of the 

election will  ll out Klassen’s term, which 
ends Jan. 6, 2025. Melrose School Dis-

trict residents can vote 
from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m., 
Nov. 7, at the Melrose 
City Center, 225 First 
St., NE, Melrose, the only voting precinct.  

4 vying 
for open 
Melrose 
School 
Board 

position

BY CAROL MOORMAN
STAFF WRITER

berg, grew up and lived in 
Avon and was a graduate of 
Albany Area High School.

Manthe, who is a part-
time employee at the Avon 

Post Of  ce, said his daugh-
ter, Molly, graduated from 
high school with Planten-
berg in 2009.  “She was devastated, 

as was I, as was everybody 
gathered here today and 
with so many in our whole
area,” Manthe saiddeath “H

out his life and  nally end
up as a soldil

Tour advocatural Mi

Special electionNov. 7 at Melrose City Center
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