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Harvey Mohs 

inspects “Chesty: The Story 
of Lieutenant General Lewis B. Puller” by Jon 

T. Hoff man Nov. 2 at The Gardens at Foley 
in Foley. Mohs credited books about 

the Marines Corps with getting him 
interested in joining the military 

when he was in high 
school.
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In a display of patriotism that occurs 
every other year, Foley High School will open 
its doors to the public for a program meant to 
unite the community while honoring veterans 
and active-duty military personnel. 

The FHS Veterans Day event begins with 
a reception at 9 a.m. Wednesday, Nov. 8, in the 
auditorium entryway, followed by a program 
at 9:30 a.m. in the high school gym. The pub-
lic is invited to attend; visitors do not need to 
check in at the main entrance. 

Foley area resident and 28-year citi-
zen-solider Lt. Col. Jay Hackett of the Min-
nesota Army National Guard is the program’s 
keynote speaker. He said events like the one 
at FHS are essential to recognize and support 
veterans in the community. 

“To gather, pause and refl ect upon people 
past and present who have left the comforts of 
home to serve abroad to defend what we hold 
dear helps to fi ll the holes that were created in 
veterans’ lives by serving,” Hackett said. “In 
other words, these events help to heal some 
of the wounds caused by the sacrifi ces of 
serving.”
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Lt. Col. Jay Hackett is the keynote speaker 
scheduled for the Foley High School 
Veterans Day program that starts at 9:30 a.m. 
Wednesday, Nov. 8, in the FHS gym. Hackett 
enlisted in the Minnesota Army National 
Guard in 1989. 

Human services director Robert 
Cornelius and human resources director 
Johanna Mattson have ended their employ-
ment with Benton County.

County administrator Montgomery 
Headley recently confi rmed Cornelius and 
Mattson submitted resignation letters with-
in the same week in mid-October.

Cornelius submitted a letter Oct. 18; 
his last day of employment was Nov. 3. 

Mattson submitted her resignation let-
ter Oct. 20; her fi nal day of work is Dec. 1.

Cornelius declined to comment on his 
resignation with Benton County when he 
was contacted earlier this week by Star 
Publications. Mattson could not be reached 

by newspaper staff for comment.
The Minnesota Government Data 

Practices Act is a state law that controls 
how government data is collected, created, 
stored, used and released. 

The act sets certain requirements 
relating to the right of the public to access 
government data and the rights of individ-
uals who are government data subjects.

When refl ecting on 85 years 
of life, Harvey Mohs said 

his time as a young adult in the U.S. 
Marine Corps taught him lessons he has 
carried with him since. 

While Mohs would ultimately venture 
far from home, his journey began in the 
small town of Luxemburg — about 25 
miles southwest of St. Cloud. He de-
scribed his hometown as having two beer 
joints, a garage, a church, a cemetery, a 
school and not much else. 

One of the eight children raised by 
Alois and Genevive Mohs, he said he 
grew up with a saw and hammer in his 
hand. When he was not doing carpentry 
work with his father in St. Joseph, Mohs 
spent much of his time building wooden 
frame model airplanes and reading books 
about the troops in the Marine Corps. 

Despite not having close family mem-

Refl ecting 
on years of service

bers who 
served in the 
military, Mohs 
had his eyes set on enlisting 
well before he was of the mini-
mum age to do so. 

When he was 17 years old, 
he joined the Minnesota National 
Guard to begin physical training and 
familiarize himself with the weaponry 
which he would one day train within the 
military. 

Almost as quickly as he could pack 
up his bags after graduating from Tech 
High School in St. Cloud, he embarked 
on his career with the Marines.

 “Two weeks after I graduated from 
high school, I boarded a plane to San 
Diego for boot camp. That was a change 
of life, I’ll tell you,” Mohs said. “I liked 

the 
Ma-

rine 
Corps. I 

read books 
on Marines and 
wanted to be one of them.”

Mohs adapted quickly to life at basic 
training. Before long, he became close 
with new friends from all over the United 
States and ate meals in the mess hall that 
he still occasionally craves. 

In addition to Foley Intermediate School 
students learning about American history in 
textbooks and classroom discussions, sixth-
grade teacher Kristin Herbert introduced a 
new hands-on learning opportunity for sev-
enth and eighth graders that aimed to bring 
the curriculum to life. 

Along with seventh-grade social stud-
ies teacher Michael Beier and eighth-grade 
social studies teacher John Drexler, Herbert 
participated in a four-day tour of the U.S. 
Capitol with 13 parents and 29 students 
during Minnesota Education Association 
conferences weekend Oct. 19-22.

PHOTO SUBMITTED
Foley Intermediate School students, parents and teachers huddle together for a photo in front of the White House Oct. 19 in Washington, 
D.C. This year was the fi rst time Foley Intermediate School students had the chance to visit the U.S. Capitol during a school trip.
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Resignations from front

Washington, D.C.  from front Tuesday, Nov. 7, 9 a.m. — Benton County Board of 
Commissioners Meeting. Benton County Administra-
tion Building, 531 Dewey St., Foley.
Tuesday, Nov. 7, 1:30-2:30 p.m. — Fun and Fitness for 
Seniors. For adults age 60 and older. Dewey Place Com-
munity Room, 455 Dewey St., Foley. For more informa-
tion, call CARE at 320-968-7848.
Tuesday, Nov. 7, 5:30 p.m. — Foley City Council Meet-
ing. Foley City Hall, 251 Fourth Ave. N., Foley. Meeting 
may be canceled if lack of agenda items.
Tuesday, Nov. 7, 7 p.m. — Free Grace Recovery Meet-
ing. Hosted by Free Grace United. All are welcome; 
everyone struggles with something. Food and fellowship 
beginning at 6:30 p.m. The ROC, 141 Fourth Ave. N., 
Foley. For more information or support, call 612-512-
4745.
Thursday, Nov. 9, 1:30-2:30 p.m. — Fun and Fitness 
for Seniors. For adults age 60 and older. Dewey Place 
Community Room, 455 Dewey St., Foley. For more 
information, call CARE at 320-968-7848.
Saturday, Nov. 11 — Veterans Day. 
Tuesday, Nov. 14, 10:30-11:30 a.m. — Book Club. 
Sponsored by the Friends of Foley Library. For adults 
and seniors. Pick up a copy of the book selection at the 
circulation desk. Great River Regional Library, 251 
Fourth Ave. N., Foley. 
Tuesday, Nov. 14, 1:30-2:30 p.m. — Fun and Fitness 
for Seniors. For adults age 60 and older. Dewey Place 
Community Room, 455 Dewey St., Foley. For more 
information, call CARE at 320-968-7848.
Tuesday, Nov. 14, 2-2:30 p.m. — Preschool Storytime. 
Books, rhymes and songs to promote school readiness. 
Registration not required. Siblings welcome. Great River 
Regional Library, 251 Fourth Ave. N., Foley. 
Tuesday, Nov. 14, 7 p.m. — Free Grace Recovery 
Meeting. Hosted by Free Grace United. All are welcome;
everyone struggles with something. Food and fellowship 
beginning at 6:30 p.m. The ROC, 141 Fourth Ave. N., 
Foley. For more information or support, call 612-512-
4745.

WHAT’S HAPPENING

NOW TAKING CONSIGNMENTS FOR ANNUAL JAN. 1ST ANTIQUE AUCTION
THIS IS A PARTIAL LISTING. B.P. & MN tax applies. | See website for more.

3825 Shadowwood Dr. NE, Sauk Rapids, MN 
Directions: St. Cloud, E on Hwy 23, Left on 40th (Follow Signs)

Keith Sharer Auction Service 
320 -267-1963 • View at: www.midwestauctions.com/sharer
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ANTIQUES & COLLECTIBLES, HOUSEHOLD & DÉCOR, 
FURNITURE, TOOLS & OUTDOOR, YARD & GARDEN 

UpcomingUpcoming

SAUK RAPIDS 

SAUK RAPIDS 

Wednesday, November 15th at 4 pm 

Wednesday, November 8th at 4 pm 

SAUK RAPIDS 
Sunday, November 19th at 11 am 

C� kies & Candy SaleC� kies & Candy Sale
Order forms available at school or from website:Order forms available at school or from website:

www.saintjohnsschool.netwww.saintjohnsschool.net
Order Deadline: November 17, 2023Order Deadline: November 17, 2023

Pickup:Pickup: Saturday, December 2nd  |  9 am - Noon Saturday, December 2nd  |  9 am - Noon
F44-3B-RB

For Over 
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insuranceaves.com
320.356.9440

Home - Farm - Business - Auto - Health - Life & more!

Your Road to Insurance
Made Simple.

One Agency,
Three Locations
AVON | SAUK RAPIDS | FOLEY
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If you would like parishioners to see your church here, 
please contact Robin at 320-351-7837

Join Us in Worship
FOLEY

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH

306 Norway Drive
320-968-7928
www.foleyfpc.org

GUSTAVUS ADOLPHUS 
LUTHERAN  CHURCH

640 Broadway Ave. North
320-968-7107

www.gafoley.church

NEW LIFE CHURCH
931 Norman Ave. North

320-968-7796
www.newlifefoley.com

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN 
CHURCH

724 11th Ave.
320-968-6400

In a data practices 
request, Star Publications 
asked Headley to release 
salary, employment and 
previous work experience 
information about the two 
employees.

Star Publications also 
asked for the fi nal dispo-
sition of any complaints, 
charges or disciplinary 
actions involving both em-
ployees.

Headley reported there 
were no complaints, charges 
or disciplinary actions 
on fi le for Cornelius or 
Mattson. 

When asked if either 
employee had signed an 
agreement to settle an 
employment relationship 
dispute or buyout, Headley 
said that information was 
not applicable because both 
employees had resigned.

“Generally speaking, 
personnel data is a mix-
ture of public and private 
data,” Headley said. “They 
(Cornelius and Mattson) 
both gave the minimum two 

weeks’ notice as stated in the 
county’s personnel poli-
cy. They resigned in good 
standing.”

Headley said he would 
not release the October res-
ignation letters submitted by 
Corneluis and Mattson.

“I don’t see anything in 
the state’s data practices act 
that considers a resignation 
letter public,” he said.

Cornelius started his 
county employment March 
1, 2013. He previously 
served as Mille Lacs Coun-
ty human services director 
beginning in 2011 and Pope 
County’s human resources 
director from 2008 to 2011. 

Cornelius has a mas-
ter’s degree in psychology 
from Alfred Adler Gradu-
ate School and bachelor’s 
degrees from Northwestern 
College (psychology) and 
Cardinal Strich University 
(business management).

Mattson started her 
county employment April 
19, 2018. Before start-
ing with Benton County, 

Mattson was employed as a 
human resources generalist 
with Electrolux in St. Cloud 
starting in 2008. 

She has a bachelor of 
arts degree in hospitality and 
tourism management from 
the University of Wiscon-
sin-Stout. 

Headley released salary 
information for both em-
ployees in his data practices 
response.

Cornelius ended county 
employment with an annual 
salary of $137,509, at the 
top of a salary range that 
started at $105,248. 

Mattson ended her 
Benton County employ-
ment with an annual salary 
of $97,677. Her pay range 

was $90,917 to $124,717, 
Headley said.

Deputy director Sandi 
Shoberg is managing the 
day-to-day operations of the 
human services department, 
Headley said, adding he is 
assisting human resources 
staff.

“I plan to discuss a 
human services director suc-
cession plan at the board’s 
Nov. 7 meeting,” Headley 
said. “I will know more then 
about timing and process.”

Regarding the human 
resources director position, 
Headley said he does not 
have a job posting timeline 
yet and would discuss that 
with human resources staff.

Herbert went on a 
similar trip about 15 years 
ago with students from a 
district where she previous-
ly taught. 

After hearing that no 
such opportunity existed 
for middle school students 
in Foley, she spearheaded 
an effort with more than 
a year of planning to give 
FIS students the same 
chance to visit Washington, 
D.C.

“I probably signed up 
about 30 in the fi rst few 
months,” Herbert said. “As 
it went on, more and more 
signed up. The eighth-grade 
Washington, D.C., trip is 
nationwide. Tons of schools 
have middle schoolers who 
go there.”

Students turned to 
community organizations 
like the Foley American 
Legion, Foley Sons of the 
American Legion, Grand 
Champion Meats, Foley 
Lions Club, Duelm Knights 
of Columbus and Sauk 
Rapids Veterans of Foreign 
Wars to make the trip more 
affordable. 

Herbert said students 
participated in fundrais-
ers for more than a year, 
presented to potential 
donors, assisted at con-
cession stands during 
sporting events and found 
other ways to raise funds 
to attend the educational 
opportunity in Washington. 

Joe Kaproth, Foley 
American Legion post 
commander, said the trip 
made social studies lessons 
and historical interests 
more relevant to students. 

“The historical aspects 
of seeing the World War 
II Memorial, the Korean 
War Memorial and Ar-
lington National Cemetery 
is a priceless experience 
for them,” Kaproth said.  
“Nearly everyone in the 
Legion family feels strong-
ly that is the type of thing 
that the Legion should be 

supporting.”
The weekend-long 

trip was jam-packed with 
dozens of destinations hand-
picked by Herbert to pique 
the students’ interests. The 
tour was led by Explorica, 
a guide company, which 
Herbert said kept adults and 
children entertained and 
interested at every stop.

The itinerary included 
museums, memorials, the 
U.S. Capitol, the White 
House, a play at the John 
F. Kennedy Center for the 
Performing Arts, a dinner 
cruise and more. 

“We didn’t do every-
thing you could do, and 
we did a lot,” Herbert said. 
“It was packed with days 
where you’re learning a lot 
and it is exciting, but you’re 
also tired.”

Some of the students 
reported walking upward of 
30 miles during the four-day 
trip, according to Herbert. 

She said one of the stu-
dents compared the excur-
sion to wrestling camp; they 
learn a lot but are exhausted 

afterward. 
Drexler said the trip 

came at a perfect time for 
him. Not only had he been 
a social studies teacher his 
whole career and had never 
visited the nation’s Capitol, 
but his son, Jake, is also 
currently attending interme-
diate school and expressed 
interest in the opportunity. 

The trip, Drexler said, 
will benefi t students as they 
learn about many of the his-
toric buildings, monuments 
and locations they visited. 

“As we talk about 
some things in citizenship, 
or when we get into some 

of our units on the United 
States, I’m going to lean 
on those kids and ask them 
questions a little bit about 
what they saw and try to tie 
it all together with them,” 
Drexler said. 

Jake said he and other 
students who attended 
the trip shared stories and 
photos with classmates and 
family when he returned. 

Herbert said she hopes 
to continue offering the 
Washington learning oppor-
tunity to students every two 
years for the foreseeable 
future. 

PHOTOS SUBMITTED
Archer Benson, Codey Berscheid, Liam Pederson and Nolan O’Conner sit together on a bench 
Oct. 20 at Arlington National Cemetery. The trip was partially funded by local organizations.

Zachary Busch, Weston Clausen and Liam Pederson sit together 
during dinner Oct. 21 in Washington, D.C. Foley Intermediate 
School students study U.S. history in seventh grade. 

Makana Washa, Gretchen Fair, Bella Kasner, Kinsley Dieger 
read from a plaque Oct. 20 at a museum in Washington, D.C. 
Second Sentence
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Readers of daily newspapers in our immediate 
area relied mostly on the St. Cloud Times for 
several decades and over time, three weekly 
newspapers were sources of local reports: 
Foley Tribune, The Foley Independent and 
Benton County News. 

Long past issues of all three weeklies 
have become brittle, torn, missing parts and 
— face it — some of the stories are little 
more than person-to-person gossip. Well, not 
mean gossip, just why would anyone want to 
know this happened?

At the time these stories were printed and dis-
tributed, house-to-house, day-to-day information, even if 
it wasn’t vital, was interesting. 

The weekly paper, picked up at the post offi ce or the 
print shop or delivered to the rural areas, was so welcome. 
Not only were the store ads, the professional notices, the 
classifi ed ads and quite often another chapter of a seri-
al novel valuable and interesting reading material, but 
settling back and fi nding who went where with whom was 
much appreciated. 

The details and identities — who would ever have 
thought? Did anyone accuse the editors of the papers of 
lacking respect for the privacy of their lives and ventures?

A fi le of some interesting stories and notices that were 
put to ink in local presses includes the following exam-
ples of the readers’ right to now. 

In a follow-up story regarding a farm auction that 
was advertised the previous week, the auctioneer reveals 
that the auction sale netted “a fi ne profi t” for the seller: 
$873.15. 

A profi t? Anybody’s business?
The name of a well-known farmer who is having 

health problems is a front-page story: He is stricken with 
paralysis, and his critical condition cautions the public. 
“It’s doubtful he will recover.”

A recently deceased area gentleman’s will is settled. 
His daughter receives $3,000, one son is given $1,000 and 
the family business, and another son, $500. 

Tommy Joseph was a local man with several business 
interests. In 1909, Mr. Joseph had a notice of his intent to 
sell 39 western horses printed in the Foley Tribune. The 
editor informed the readers that the clever Mr. Joseph had 
“bought the horses for a snap.” 

If Tommy was a horse trader, might he have wished 
to lie a little about the value of the horses? Ain’t that what 
horse trading is all about?

Readers learned that “Mrs. A. P. Carlson and Miss 
Esther Holmgren were returning from Foley to Glendora-
do. It seems that one of the tugs became unhooked and the 
pole dropped out of the neck yoke, frightening the horses 
and causing them to strike at a terrifi c gait. They were 
almost stopped once but started again, throwing the ladies 
out of the rig with the result that Miss Holmgren had her 
collarbone broken besides suffering other bruises, while 
Mrs. Carlson had her back quite badly injured.

Did the papers’ readers wonder if an insurance ad-
juster was involved? Did Tommy Joseph buy the dang 
horses? At a snap?

Very brief stories about people in the outlying town-
ships were delivered to the paper by selected “reporters.”

One year, at threshing time, readers 
learned that “Gust Kipka is running the front 
end of the separator, and Stanly Malikow-
ski is watching the blower so it don’t get 
blocked.”

J.C. Chandler seems to be an early cattle 
buyer, who from 1906 to 1911 sold cattle and 

hogs to local butcher shops. 
The following letter to the editor, the readers 

(and too, I guess, everybody in the world) was given 
space on the Tribune’s fi rst page: 

“In numerous inquiries as to what I was doing in St. 
Cloud last Saturday, I beg to say I did not know it was 
anybody’s business. But if the editor of the Tribune will 
allow a little space, I will say I’ve been hornswoggled 
out of some papers representing the property by a bunch 
that will soon be more fully known than by court records. 
They have pressed barley juice and a little too free and 
thereby accomplished their purpose for the time being. 

“I have repeatedly demanded reimbursement but with 
no avail. Therefore, I was in St. Cloud to commence an 
action or two against said parties. On my arrival home 
from St. Cloud, I heard the rumor that they had settled 
with me or at least offered to settle. Now this is a false-
hood pure and simple. They said they wanted to, but 
when the rates were presented, they crawfi shed and stuck 
the money in their pockets even after I consented to take 
$50 less than it came to. 

“I even followed them to several places and asked to 
get my money and papers back but to no use. Therefore, I 
have commenced action against the parties, and that was 
my errand to St. Cloud.”

No obituaries in the following weeks hinted at a 
really bad outcome of the action. Whew! Barley juice? 
Hornswoggled?

The views expressed by our columnists are the opinions and thoughts of the author and do not refl ect the opinions and views of newspaper staff and ownership.

Central Minnesota saw its 
fi rst snow of the season on the 
eve of Halloween this year. 
The National Weather Service 
reported 2-6 inches of snowfall 
across much of Benton County 
Oct. 30-31. 

While many Minnesotans were 
shaking their fi sts at the sky and cursing under their 
breath at the sight of the early snowfl akes, my girl-
friend Sarah and I threw on our jackets and headed 
outside for our fi rst snow experience since moving 
from Texas. 

Since my arrival in May, most conversations 
with locals seem to eventually include them calling 
me crazy for the northward migration and a few 
words of advice for when the snow fl ies. I can fi nally 
put those suggestions to use, but fi rst, Sarah and I 
had a snowball fi ght, made snow angels and saved 
some of the snow in a Ziploc bag for later refl ection. 

Given the sheer amount of snow that covers this 
region annually (47.9 inches, according to St. Cloud 
State University data), Minnesotans do not seem very 
excited to welcome frozen precipitation this year. 

Back home in Houston, even the slightest possi-
bility of snowfall is enough for schools and business-
es to temporarily shut down because of hazardous 
road conditions. These days were amazing for kids; 
we would wake up early, hoping that weather fore-
casters on local news stations would grant us the day 
off from learning and foreshadow snowball fi ghts. 

As much as Houston area youth yearned for 
snow, it was a rare occurrence. I only recall a few 
snow days in southeast Texas, and we would usually 
have to scrape the tops of cars to gather enough for a 
snowball. 

According to 115 years of record keeping from 
the Weather Research Center, snowfall — even trace 
amounts — occurs less than once every three years 
in Houston. 

The potential for snow was not looked forward 
to with as much anticipation by the adults in my life. 
The thought of ice on roads was seemingly enough 
for many Texan drivers to forget how to operate their 
vehicles. I recall teachers in thick jackets sprinting 
toward warm buildings anytime it dipped below 50 
degrees Fahrenheit. 

To be fair, many Texans’ closets are not well 
equipped with clothing warm enough for some 
September nights in Minnesota. The St. Cloud area 
historically averages a high of 39 degrees and a low 
of 22 degrees during November, according to the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. 
Houston averages 70 and 54 degrees respectively 
during the same period.

While at a work function in October, one of my 
colleagues referenced “those beautiful winter days 
when it is about 20 degrees.” Although he did make 
it sound pleasant, such days would never be de-
scribed so fondly in Texas. 

From what I’ve gathered, Minnesota winters are 
what you make of them. For some, the cold months 
are an opportunity to stay inside and daydream about 
moving south one day. For others, the snowy envi-
ronment allows for hobbies like snowmobiling, ice 
fi shing and ice skating. 

I look forward to making the most of the upcom-
ing frigid months, although that may very well be my 
lack of Minnesota winter experience showing. 

Winter rookies 
enjoy snowy 
experience

OPINION

When frost is on the pumpkin 
James Whitcomb Riley was a well-liked and 

widely known mid-western author and poet of 
the late 19th century who wrote these words: 
“When the frost is on the punkin’ and the 
fodder’s in the shock.” The poem talks 
of taking in the sights and sounds of the 
autumn season and is of the era when about 
40% of the U.S. population was directly 
involved in agriculture production. 

There’s no doubt Mr. Riley had some 
acquaintance with the subject as well. 

This past week saw an abrupt change in tem-
peratures in Central Minnesota and with that comes the 
consequences of frost and freeze in the fi eld and farm-
yard. A prelude to the occurrence of frost early in the 
season are cool, clear and calm nights. The warm surface 
temperatures cool as warm air rises away from the soil 
surface. Surface temperatures closest to the ground remain 
cool because the cool air is heavier than warm air. When 
air temperature varies from ground level to higher up in 
the atmosphere, scientists call this a surface temperature 
inversion. Without wind, the heavy cool air closest to the 
ground surface continues to drop in temperature. 

Local topography greatly infl uences where the coolest 
air hangs out. Structures, fencerows, ditches, rises in the 
landscape and other formations can act as barriers trap-
ping cool air in lower regions. Slopes, waterways and 
undulation in the landscape can also act as conduits for 
the movement of cold air. Even growing crop canopies 
and crop residues can create microclimates within the 

Gossip in the local paper
IMPULSE FOR HERE | CECIL WADE

Letters to the 
editor welcome

E-mail letters to the editor to  
natasha@saukherald.com

Letters to the editor are welcome. Letters must 
be signed with a fi rst and last name and include 

an address and phone number. Letters should be 
under 350 words and be submitted by 10 a.m. Friday. 
Anything over 350 words will be charged accordingly.
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landscape where air temperature will differ 
from ambient air temperatures. This is why 
a simple thermometer reading or weather 
report cannot always adequately predict the 

threat of freezing temperatures to crops. 
So, what exactly is frost? Frost is the depo-

sition of water vapor on a surface that is cooler 
than the freezing point of water, that is, 32 degrees. 

As the water vapor turns immediately from a gas to a 
solid in the form of ice crystals, frost is the product. 

How does a light frost differ from the effects of a 
killing frost or freeze? The crop species, its maturity and 
stage of development determines its ability to modulate 
air temperature within plant structures relative to outside 
ambient air temperature. Extended time of exposure to 
freezing temperatures or abrupt exposure to freezing tem-
peratures does the most damage to plant tissue. When ice 
crystals form inside or sometimes adjacent to plant cells, 
they tend to rupture cell membranes so that these struc-
tures become “leaky.” This usually damages the structures 
and function of the plant cells enough to cause death of 
the tissue. 

Some freeze-tolerant plants feature ice-binding 
proteins that mitigate freeze by adsorbing ice crystals, 
modifying them and stalling recrystallization. Microcli-
mate and morphology generally will help plants modulate 
temperature enough that a short time at 28 to 32 degrees 
will not drastically affect the crop except for some mod-
erate damage. When the air temperature drops below 28 
degrees for a signifi cant length of time, whole plant death 
is imminent. 

Despite a glistening autumn morning frost predict-
ing colder winter months on the horizon, I hope that this 
harvest season sets your heart “a-clickin’ like the tickin’ 
of the clock” as it did the poet.

THROUGH MY LENSES 
BY HANS LAMMEMAN 
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PHOTO SUBMITTED
Foley Lions Club and Ramey Morrill Lions Club members Cheryl Pick (front from left), Donna 
Woolard, (middle from left) Joyce Helmin, Lynn Pagel, Jessica Schmitz; (back from left) Jeff  Pagel, 
Leo Schmitz and Mary Lou Kasella stand near donated toys during the 2022 Foley Area Toy 
Distribution event. Interested donors can collect an envelope with desired gifts from trees in 
Foley area bank lobbies beginning Nov. 21. 

PHOTO BY HANS LAMMEMAN
Knife River Corporation representatives and other employers sit behind tables at the Nov. 3 
Career Solutions job fair at the CareerForce location on the St. Cloud Technical and Community 
College campus in St. Cloud. CareerForce partners in St. Cloud hold 15-plus job fairs annually, 
according to Career Solutions staff .

Ronald A. Proehl 
Mass of Christian Burial 

was Nov. 3, 2023, at St. 
Peter’s Catholic Church in 
St. Cloud for Ronald Proehl, 
79, of St. Cloud who died 
Oct. 28, 2023, at the Country 
Manor in Sartell. The Rev. 
Jeremy Ploof offi ciated and 
entombment was in Hilltop 
Mausoleum in Sauk Rapids.  
Visitation was one hour prior 
to services at the church in St. 
Cloud. Arrangements have 
been entrusted to the Williams 
Dingmann Family Funeral 
Home in St. Cloud.

Ronald Arthur Proehl was 
born in Alexandria to Mary 
(Zeithamer) and Arthur Proehl. 
He grew up on the farm and 
understood the value of a hard 
day’s work and to appreciate 
all that life has given. Ron was 
so enamored by Linda Quade 
that he continued to drive from 
Alexandria to Foley as much as 
possible. He introduced her to 
his family out-of-state, changed 
religions and promised to 
always care for her. Through 
their union two children were 
born: Valerie and Raymond.

Ron worked for Berghuis 
Construction Co. building 
many roads in this state. He 
joined the U.S. Army and 
enjoyed service two years 
in Germany. After his return 

Ronald A. Proehl

to the United States, he 
transferred into the Minnesota 
Army National Guard. In total, 
Ron served our nation and state 
for 23 years.  After the military, 
his attention turned solely to 
their real estate investments.

Ron’s most important job 
was being a stay-at-home-dad.  
Life wasn’t easy, but there 
was love. Love of family, 
trips to Missouri and simple 
activities like swinging in the 
hammock in the backyard.  
Ron passed away from 
numerous organ failures due to 
a heart condition. Our family 
would like to thank Country 
Manor Rehab and Hospice, 
the St. Cloud Hospital, and 
CentraCare Hospice for all the 
life-saving, hard work this past 
year. F-45-1B

“Our Country is in Mourning, A Veteran Died Today.”

Richard J. Emmerich
Mass of Christian Burial 

will be Nov. 7 at St. Lawrence 
Catholic Church at 10915 
Duelm Road NE, Foley, for 
Richard Joseph Emmerich, 
age 74, of Foley, who died 
Oct. 28, 2023, at the St. Cloud 
Hospital. The Rev. Joseph 
Backowski will offi ciate and 
the Rev. Robert Harren will 
con-celebrate. Visitation will 
occur at 10 a.m. followed by 
the service at 11 a.m. 

Richard was born June 
12, 1949, in St. Cloud, to 
Conrad and Hildegaard 
(Benoit) Emmerich. Raised 
outside Duelm, he lived in 
Foley for most of his life. 
While attending Foley High 
School, he stumbled into love 
with Marlene Fouquette, and 
proceeded to marry her in 
1968. Born entrepreneurs, the 
pair founded Country Cabinets 
and Emmerich Insurance, 
where Richard served 
customers with sound advice 
for many years. 

A dedicated community 
member, he held positions 
as chairman of the St. John’s 
Area Catholic School Board, 
president of the Foley Athletic 
Booster Club and coordinator 
of the St. John’s Church 
summer bazaar. Known for his 
sense of humor and inventive 
ideas, Richard enjoyed playing 
cards, golfi ng and fi shing. Jolly 
and hard-working until his 
last days, he planned elaborate 
meals for his family, using 
ingredients he had preserved. 
His family will continue 
making popcorn balls during 
the holiday season in his 
memory.

Richard is survived by his 
wife, Marlene, and their four 
children: Richard (Jennifer) 
Emmerich of Prior Lake; 

Richard J. Emmerich

Natasha (Frank) Zagrodnik 
of Flowery Branch, Georgia; 
Matthew (Vikki) Emmerich 
of Monticello; and Conrad 
(Lisa) Emmerich of Winston-
Salem, North Carolina. He 
was the beloved “G-Pa” of 
12 grandchildren: Max, Ava, 
Henry, Sam, Stanley, Natalie, 
Sasha, Harrison, Luke, Amelia, 
Juliet and Asher. Richard 
cultivated close relationships 
with his in-laws, including 
his mother-in-law, Maggie 
Fouquette. Preceding him in 
death were his parents, Conrad 
and Hildegaard Emmerich, as 
well as his father-in-law, Louis 
Fouquette.

The family would like to 
thank the fi fth fl oor staff of the 
St. Cloud CentraCare Hospital 
for their compassion and care 
of Richard.

P-45-1P

LAND
AUCTION

RANCHANDFARMAUCTIONS .COM

AUCTION: 
LIVE AND ONLINE AT 

RANCHANDFARMAUCTIONS.COM
DATE: 11/27/23 | TIME: 1:00 PM

AUCTION LOCATION:
TROBEC’S BAR & GRILL

1 COUNTY ROAD 2 S, 
SAINT STEPHEN, MN 56375

OPEN HOUSE: 11/20 | 9 AM - 12 NOON
100TH AVE, SAINT JOSEPH, MN 56375

IN COOPERATION WITH WHITETAIL 
PROPERTIES REAL ESTATE, LLC

GREG GRACZYK, AGENT: 320.420.5196

150 AC± | 1 TRACT
STEARNS CO, MN

IN COOPERATION WITH WHITETAIL PROPERTIES REAL ESTATE LLC (40316821) | Jeff Evans, MN Broker, Lic. # 40316820 | Joe Gizdic, Director, 

Ranch & Farm Auctions, 217.299.0332 | Greg Graczyk, MN Land Specialist for Whitetail Properties Real Estate, LLC, 320.420.5196
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Greg M. WennerGreg M. Wenner  O W N E R   / D I R E C T O R
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Tyler S. JansonTyler S. Janson D I R E C T O R

SERVICE WITH DIGNITY

Foley Funeral Home & Cremation Provider

Susan K. Urbanska
Susan Urbanska, age 74 

of Brainerd and formerly of 
Foley, passed away Nov. 1, 
2023, at her home surrounded 
by her family. Mass of 
Christian Burial will be at 
noon Wednesday, Nov. 8, at St. 
John’s Catholic Church, Foley.  
The Rev. Michael Wolfbauer 
will offi ciate and burial will 
take place at the Minnesota 
State Veterans Cemetery, Little 
Falls on Thursday, Nov. 9, 
at 11 a.m. Visitation will be 
4-8 p.m. Tuesdday, Nov. 7, 
at the Foley Funeral Home 
with parish prayers at 5 p.m. 
Visitation will continue from 
11a.m. to noon at the church 
Wednesday. Service with 
Dignity provided by the Foley 
Funeral Home.  

Susan K. Urbanska was 
born Nov. 12, 1948, in St. 
Cloud to Joseph and Delores 
(Bower) Graczyk.  She 
graduated from Foley High 
School, class of 1966.  She 
married Jim Urbanska Aug. 2, 
1969, at St. Joseph’s Catholic 
Church in Morrill. Susan 
worked as a paraprofessional 
for the St. Cloud and Brainerd 
school districts as well as the 
St. Cloud Childrens Home. 
She enjoyed playing cards, 
journaling, camping and trips 
to the casino. She never missed 
a chance to spend time with 

Susan K. Urbanska

her sisters. Her greatest joy 
was spending time with family, 
especially her grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren.  

She is survived by her 
husband, Jim, Brainerd, and 
daughter, Stacy (Charles) 
Burns of Shoreview and son, 
Jeremy (Melissa) of Royalton 
and grandchildren: Mitchell 
(Kristen) Burns, Morgan (Seth) 
Teeter, Emma (Joe Baker), 
Nicole Urbanska (Matt Sieben) 
and Zachery Urbanska and 
great-grandchildren, Ryker 
and Jaxon Burns. She is also 
survived by her brothers and 
sisters: Ronnie (Gloria), Randy, 
Mike (Karla), Mary Jo (Terry) 
Reich and Tammy (Kevin) 
Krotzer. She was preceded 
in death by her parents, baby 
sister, Mary Graczyk and 
brother, Tim Graczyk.

F-45-1B

  The Foley Area Giving 
Tree and Toy Distribution 
is an annual holiday tradi-
tion that participants say is 
a community-wide effort 
to provide holiday gifts to 
Benton County residents in 
need. 

 Organizers of the phil-
anthropic event anticipate 
more demand for donations 
this year than ever before.  

For more than 15 years, 
nonprofi t organizations and 
businesses have partnered 
with community members 
to provide Christmas gifts 
and necessities to people 
needing assistance.  

This year, the Foley 
Lions Club, Ramey Morrill 
Area Lions Club and Falcon 
National Bank are partner-
ing with the CROSS Center 
of Benton County to ensure 
all county residents needing 
help can receive gifts this 
December.  

Ramey Morrill Lions 
Club member Cheryl Pick 
said early estimates fi nd that 
more residents may require 
donations than in past years. 

Those in need can sign 
up for the Giving Tree 
until Nov. 20 by visiting the 
CROSS Center located in 
downtown Foley. A form is 
available for people to list 
needs and wants. 

“Last year, we had 59 
families, and we expect that 
to be a little bit higher this 

year,” Pick said. 
The CROSS Center of 

Benton County has reported 
an uptick in clients in 2023, 
with more than 120,199 
pounds of food distributed 
to families through this 
September.  

Financial institutions 
will prepare trees in their 
lobbies and decorate them 
with envelopes for potential 
donors to collect Nov. 21.

Participating banks 
include Frandsen Bank 
and Trust (main and auto 
banks), Falcon National 
Bank, Great River Feder-
al Credit Union and First 
National Bank of Milaca in 
Gilman.  

“Everything is confi -
dential,” Pick said. “No one 

knows who they are buying 
for. It is just a wish list of 
what people wanted. They 
usually ask for household 
items, sheets, towels, pants, 
shirts, underwear and socks. 
They might ask for a small 
appliance that they may 
need.” 

Pick said she enjoys 
knowing that gift recipients 
will have something to 
look forward to this holiday 
season.

“Christmas is my favor-
ite holiday,” Pick said. “I 
always feel that everybody 
needs a Christmas  gift, and 
it is important for me to 
give at Christmas time.” 

 Community members 
can participate in the Foley 
Area Toy Distribution by 

purchasing new toys and 
placing them unwrapped in 
red bins at the banks. Toy 
collection concludes Dec. 8.

Foley Lions Club mem-
ber Lori Landowski said 
benefi ting families typically 
respond very emotionally to 
the support from their Ben-
ton County neighbors.  

“When you’re bringing 
the bag to their car, they 
are just overjoyed,” Land-
owski said. “We  have had 
some crying and thanking 
us. They just did not know 
where they were going to 
get gifts for their children.” 

Donations of cash and 
gift cards can be dropped 
off at Falcon National Bank 
to help support the holiday 
program.  

’Tis the season of generosity

Six weeks after Kent 
Precision Foods Group Inc. 
announced plans to lay off 
62 Benton County employ-
ees, employers packed into 
the CareerForce location in 
St. Cloud to get in front of 
job seekers. 

Job fair organizers said 
more than 30 attendees vis-
ited the Nov. 3 event, which 
was scheduled  to accommo-
date the KPFG employees 
whose terminations take 
effect Nov. 30. 

The layoffs came 
in coordination with the 
company’s decision to close 
its Sauk Rapids and Foley 
facilities. 

Career Solutions busi-
ness services manager Angie 
Dahle described the employ-
ers present as representing 
a good mix of industries, 
emphasizing warehouse and 
production opportunities.

“This job fair came to-
gether in two weeks,” Dahle 
said. “That is a pretty quick 
turnaround, but we accom-
modate the employers that 
are laying off and do what 
we need to do. The employ-
ees had a handful of employ-
ers that they requested to be 
here. Some of them are from 
Princeton, Elk River — that 
area — which is a little far-
ther than our normal reach.”

The closures affect 49 
Foley plant workers and 13 
from Sauk Rapids across 
more than 30 positions, 
including procurement, 
administration, warehouse, 
human resources, machine 
operators and other roles. 

A group of job fair at-
tendees who said they were 
KPFG employees reported 

that the layoffs led some of 
their coworkers to retire. The 
employees said applying 
online led to dead ends, and 
they felt optimistic about 
fi nding work after leaving the 
CareerForce event.

Career Solutions lead 
career planner Caroline 
Ruegemer said she met with 
KPFG workers during an 
on-site informational session 
to make job seekers aware 
of available resources in 
mid-October. 

“We have a dislocated 
worker program,” Ruegemer 
said. “If they (job seekers) 
are eligible to enroll in our 
program, they can get one-
on-one help with a career 
planner for everything from 
training opportunities that 
can be paid through state 
funding to support services 
as needed to fi ll a gap if there 
is a monetary need.”

Ruegemer said she was 
aware of KPFG employees 
spreading the word among 
coworkers of Career Solu-
tions and the various pro-
grams aimed at helping them 
fi nd work.

Amanda Othoudt, Ben-
ton Economic Partnership 
executive director, said there 
were many positions avail-
able for job seekers looking 
to continue working in Ben-
ton County and surrounding 
communities. 

“We want to make sure 
that those employees are em-
ployed in our community,” 
Othoudt said. 
“We want to retain them, and 
there are a lot of transferable 
skill sets.”

Knife River Corporation 
supervisor Byron Miland said 

he saw several eye-catching 
candidates at the job fair. He 
said the infl ux of potential 
candidates were well-suited 
for open roles like general 
laborers, equipment opera-
tors and offi ce staff.

“It is huge any time you 
can get exposure and get out 
there at an event like this,” 
Miland said. We do several 
career fairs, and an oppor-
tunity that is inviting and an 
easy sell creates awesome 
opportunities for us.”

KPFG employees attend job fair
Career Force 
hosts hiring event 
for dislocated 
workers

Foley Area Giving Tree 
& Toy Distribution 
donations 
start Nov. 21 

BY HANS LAMMEMAN
STAFF WRITER

BY HANS LAMMEMAN 
STAFF WRITER
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PHOTO BY EVAN MICHEALSON
Gavin Gross rolls out to his left as he scans the fi eld for an open receiver Nov. 3 at Tech High School in St. Cloud. Gross was forced 
to tuck the ball and run.

Honoring all who 

have served this 

day and every day. 

Thank you.

Local Investment. 
Jobs. Clean Energy.

Happy Veterans Day

F45-1B-MT

Parents: Steve and 
Cathay Kiloran
Accomplishment: 
Senior and captain 
on the Foley High 
School girls swimming 
and diving team

KYLEE 

KILORAN

SPONSORED BY:

www.murphychevrolet.com
211 Glen Street • Foley, MN 56329 | M-F 8-6 • Sat 8-2

FALCONFocus
What do you enjoy most about being on the team?
The funny moments, how well the team bonds to-
gether and that we are one big happy family. 
What is your favorite memory on the swimming and 
diving team? After the 5,000-yard straight swim prac-
tice, some of the swimmers were doing fl ips off the 
blocks and diving board. 
What other activities are you involved in at school or 
in the community? Conservation Club.
What life lesson has being involved in activities taught 
you? Always embrace the people who come in your 
life as you will have many memories to make and 
save for later. 
What FHS teacher has made an impact on your life? 
Mrs. (Jennifer) Piepgras because she taught me to 
push myself past my limits. 
How do you show your Falcons pride? By cheering on 
my teammates and making sure they have a positive 
attitude toward their event — even at practice. 

If you could own any vehicle, what would it be? I would 
want a white four-door Jeep Wrangler Rubicon. 
You have won concert tickets. Who are they for? Thomas 
Rhett.
What is your dream job? Marine biologist.

Gross made big throws, 
fi nding Josiah Petersen for 
multiple fi rst-down conver-
sions before fi ring a strike to 
big-time target Bryce Gapins-
ki on a crossing route for the 
team’s only touchdown with 
under two minutes to go.“

One thing we did was 
we learned from our wins, 
and we learned from our 
losses,” Dahlstrom said of 
the season. “That was evident 
in our fi nal game. We played 
a darn good Annandale team 
we lost to earlier and went 
toe-to-toe with them. We kept 
getting better and trusting the 
process.”

The ensuing onside 
kick was covered up by the 
Cardinals, who ran down the 
clock and secured their spot 
in the upcoming Minnesota 
State High School League 
Class AAA Football State 
Tournament.

While their fi nal game 
was not what they were 
hoping for, the Falcons turned 
a lot of heads in 2023, led 
by a strong core of senior 
playmakers who displayed 
positive leadership qualities 
and had fun on the gridiron.

“They did a great job 
of just being excited and 
embracing what high school 
sports is about,” Dahlstrom 
said. “You’re playing with 
your buddies. It’s about 
playing hard. It’s about giving 
effort. That’s something 
hopefully they instilled in 
the younger players. That 
was really unique about their 
group, how passionate they 
were about playing the game 
of football.”
FOL      0   0   0   8-8
ANN     0   0   7   7-14
Passing: Gross 9-for-18, 71 yards, 1 TD. 
Rushing: Dahmen 25 carries-74 yards. 
Receiving: Petersen 3 catches-49 yards.

Foley football from page 8
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PHOTO BY HANS LAMMEMAN
The Foley High School cast and crew of “Roald Dahl’s Willy Wonka” consists of Victoria Ziwicki (front, from left), Nolan Murphy, Mayanne Robinson, Dylan Rau, Eli Nick, Max Vetter, 
Ellis Hempeck, Maggie Schneider, Gloria Kelash and Tavern Lombard; (middle from left) Makayla Reishus, Alexa Moore, Alex Timm, Dylan Arnold, Ashley Paulson, Megan Hommerd-
ing, Edin Hamilton, Mars Mohrmann, Aubrianna Moore, Rochelle Fones and Junah Rudolph; (back, from left) Cadence Coder, Paide Fussy, Asher Johnson, Phoenix Weber, Allison 
Dolney, Ella Longworth, Bennett Johnson, Fawn Johnson, William Monroe, Alex Stang, Marissa Reishus, Brooke Schwarz, Mitchel Spiczka, Olivia Bemis, Emersyn Dix, Eli Zniewski, 
Lillian Bradwisch, Hoyt Rife and Anja Hughes-Polk. 

This sports page brought to you 
courtesy of the sponsoring businesses:

Blow Molded
Specialties, Inc.
MIDWEST

320-968-5511 | blowmolded.com

222 Bronder Drive
Foley, MN 56329-0310

Life is short, 
work 

somewhere 
awesome!

The Home Of Aff ordable Meats!

(320) 469-0643(320) 294-4994

Preferred Dealer with St. Cloud Federal Credit Union 
6001 STATE HIGHWAY 25 NE,FOLEY, MN 

Hours: MON.-FRI. 9 a.m.- 6 p.m.; 
Sat. 9 a.m.-3 p.m.; Sun. CLOSED

Bill Jahr, Owner • 320.818.1110
www.midstatemnsales.com

320-968-6239 | 888-868-6239 | Open Monday-Friday 8-6 • Sat 8-2 | www.murphychevrolet.com

211 GLEN STREET FOLEY, MN 56329

Brenny Oil

Foley, MN • 968-7955
Gas & Diesel • Car Wash • Service Center

C-Store • Bulk Delivery • Tires

Family Owned & Operated Since 1940

Pay at the PumpsNEW!

fnbmilaca.com

Think of Us First!

FIRST NATIONAL BANK
of Milaca

Milaca . Isle . Gilman . Zimmerman 
Member FDIC

“A Friendly Place For Your Vehicle”
Tires • Brakes • Alignments • Shocks • Struts • Air Conditioning

187 Hwy. 23 W. Box 687, Foley, MN 
320-968-6225

Foley 
(320) 968-6217    

Princeton
(763) 389-2121    

Milaca
(320) 983-6106

GOOD LUCK FALCONS!

the-insurance-shoppe.com

Foley 
Family Dental

430 Broadway Ave. North, Foley, MN 56329

320.968.7392
www.foleyfamilydental.com

GOOD LUCK TO THE 
FALCONS THIS SEASON!

NEW PATIENTS WELCOME!

Milaca, MN | 320-260-2124 • Eric & Tracy Roehl, Owners

Benton 
Insurance 

Services
Ryan Christiansen

320.968.6973

PAI 
Insurance 

Foley
Rob Stay

320.968.6884

2 0 2 3

meats this good are rare.

6634 Hwy. 25 NE, Foley, MN 56329
M-F 7 am- 6 pm • Sat. 7 am - 4 pm
320-968-7267 • www.gcmeats.com

FOLEYFall Musical

Gilman, MN
320-387-3070

www.pojosauto.com

CALL US FOR 
MECHANICAL 
& COLLISION 

SERVICE

320-252-6650  |  advantageoneins.com

we treat people  
like people. because, 
they’re people.

simple human sense

Offi  ces in: Albany • Holdingford • Long Prairie
Melrose • Pierz • Sauk Centre • St. Cloud

(320) 968-7062
311 Dewey Street, 

Foley, MN

Mon. – Fri.:8:00am – 4:30pm

Don’t Let Back Pain 
Hold You Back.

130 Norman Ave S
Foley, MN
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GERHARDSONCHIROPRACTIC.COM · 320-968-6023
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