B Season's Gredlings Zign!

e It's time to spread and share peace, love, and positivity among friends & family.
B We hope you enjoy our Annual Christmas Greetings Issue for the holiday season. ..
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The African Methodist
Episcopal Zion

Church Receives

1.25 Million
Dollar Grant

By The Star of Zion News

The African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church, one of
the nation’s oldest African-American denominations, has
been awarded a $1.25-million grant from Lilly Endow-
ment Inc.

Continuing in the heralded legacy of its founder, Bishop
James Varick, world-renowned abolitionist prognostica-
tors Frederick Douglas, Harriet Tubman, and Sojourner
Truth, and steeped in the rich tradition of liberation and
justice, as “The Freedom Church,” the grant seeks to as-
sist the Denomination in leading preachers to recapture

the art of relevant, compelling, and contextual preaching
to its congregations and communities.

The African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church is one
of 81 organizations being funded through the competi-
tive round of Lilly Endowment’s Compelling Preaching
Initiative.

The grant will be housed and facilitated through the Of-
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fice of the General Secretary-Auditor, The
Reverend Dr. J. Elvin Sadler, and assisted
by the Rev. Dr. Dominique A. Robinson.
Dr. Sadler, the Program Director, states,
“The A.M.E. Zion Church has been
blessed with a rich tapestry of prophetic
preachers, who have helped to shape the
landscape for communities during some
of the most critical times in our nation’s
past, and we look forward to recapturing
this rich legacy, as we chart the course of
preaching for future generations. We are
grateful to Lilly Endowment for honoring
us with this opportunity!”

Dr. Robinson further states: “It is a tre-
mendous honor, opportunity, and sacred
responsibility to contribute to the rich
legacies and cultural significance of Afri-
can American preaching and the prophetic
witness of The African Methodist Episco-
pal Zion Church. I am elated and committed to stewarding this grant as
Program Manager. This project aims to educate, equip, and empower
Zion preachers through rigorous scholarship, research, collaboration,
and engagement while ensuring our role in maintaining, shaping, and
building the landscape of contemporary Black preaching and inspiring
generations of communities to come.” Bishop Eric L. Leake, Chair-
man of the Administrative Board, Records, Statistics and Archives,
and the Office of the General Secretary-Auditor, states: “Preaching is

a sacred and special call for the men and women

of God! Therefore, this is a great, awesome, and
timely opportunity for The A.M.E. Zion Church to
receive the Compelling Preaching Initiative grant!
This grant will help preachers in every generation to
sharpen the skills, gifts, and ministry of preaching in
times like these. In this season, it is important that
the tradition of preaching, in the African American
tradition, through the gospel of Jesus Christ, be held
in high esteem! How exciting!”

Capturing the spirit of prolific denominational voic-
es of the past, such as Bishops J.W. Hood, Alfred
Gilbert Dunston, George Junius Leake, Charles H.
Foggie, W. Darin Moore, and the Reverend Drs.
Richard Council, Ocie Brown, and William O. Car-
rington, who Dr. Gardner C. Taylor said was one of
the greatest preachers he had ever heard, the grant
will seek to recapture the spirit of such prolific gi-
ants while providing new methods for preaching to
ever-evolving cultures through national and regional
events, mentoring and preaching labs, to shape further the art form of
compelling preaching in an ever-evolving culture. This will be done by
offering training on the connectional and episcopal levels, establish-
ing peer preaching cohorts, and making resources accessible through
multi-media platforms for homiletical development.

For further information, please contact the Office of the General Sec-
retary-Auditor at KayGabriel@AMEZion.org.

CAMPBELL CHAPEL HONORS ITS
FIRST FEMALE PASTOR

By The Star of Zion

October 8, 2023, was a special day for Campbell Chapel AME Zion
Church, Bloomfield, Kentucky. It observed “Harriet McElvaney Day”
with a program of tributes, accolades, presentations, and proclamations
as it observed the accomplishments of its first female pastor in its 148-
year history. Mrs. Janice Stivers served as the Mistress of Ceremony.

Rev. McElvaney was also honored by people from all over the Kentucky
Conference as they acknowledged over 60 years of service as a musician,
Christian Educator, teacher, and pastor.

The guest speaker of the hour was Rev. Erich V. Shumake, Pastor of
Taylortown AME Zion Church and Presiding Elder of the Bardstown
District, Kentucky Conference. His sermon was taken from James 2:19-
29, 26, A Faith That Makes A Difference. This was attested to by many
people of the Kentucky Conference, including a letter, read by Ms. Can-
dice Lewis of Campbell Chapel, from Bishop and Mrs. Michael Angelo
Frencher, who said in part, “Thank you, Campbell Chapel, for setting
aside this day to honor this woman of God who has blessed so many
people in so many ways.”

Words of appreciation were also given by Rev. Dr. O. Lacy Evans, Pre-
siding Elder of the Louisville District, Rev. Tanisha Durrett-Simpson,
Rev. George Phillips, Rev. James C. Tutt (Presiding Elder Emeritus),
Rev. Charles Mitchell of Mt. Zion Baptist Church, Mr. Leo Stivers,
Preachers Steward of Campbell Chapel, Mr. & Mrs. Bill McReynolds
(Zion Temple, Madisonville, KY) and Mrs. Lula Howard, who chroni-
cled her journey starting at Stoner Memorial AME Zion Church playing
for the Youth Choir at the age of 12.

The Taylortown Choir beautifully sang “Great Is Your Name” and “He’s

Done Enough,” very appro-
priate for this occasion.

Rev. Carolyn Thompson,
current Pastor of Campbell
Chapel, read a proclama-
tion from Governor Andy
Beshear, of the State of
Kentucky honoring Rev.
McElvaney as a Kentucky
Colonel, the highest hon-
or given to lay persons in
Kentucky. She said in part,
“I can’t fill Rev. Mac’s
shoes, but I’m bringing new
shoes to Campbell Chapel.”

In her closing remarks, Rev.
McElvaney stated she was
humbly appreciative of this
honor, but in everything,
she has tried to be obedi-
ent to the Lord who placed her in this service. She attested to the words
of Andre’ Crouch, “Just let me live my life, let it be pleasing, Lord, to
Thee; And if I gain any praise, let it go to Calvary.” Rev. McElvaney
retired from active pastoring in June 2023 after Campbell Chapel hosted
the 157" Session of the Kentucky Annual Conference. It was a joyous
occasion with all praise, honor, and glory going to our Almighty God for
all He has done!
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AND HAPPY NEW YEAR

MAY, THE PEACE & BLESSING OF CHRISTMAS BE YOURS
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THE A.M.E. ZION CHURCH
The Freedom Church
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A LEADER

IN FAITH
AND BUSINESS

REV. JERRED MCDANIEL

ev. Jerred McDaniel, a proud native of

Montgomery, Alabama, has drawn upon
his deep-rooted Southern experiences to
shape his extraordinary life journey.

Currently, Rev. McDaniel serves as the proud
pastor of the esteemed men and women of the
First AM.E. Zion Church in Pasadena,
California, a role he assumed on July 2, 2017.

Beyond his pastoral duties, Rev. McDaniel is
a respected businessman. For an impressive
14 years, he served as the Regional Director
of Human Resources for Selig Enterprises,
a period during which he demonstrated a
unique ability to combine his professional and
spiritual aptitude, resulting in a fourfold
increase in the company's compounded
revenue. His business acumen complements
his calling to lead others through a capable,
Spirit-led leadership approach that uncovers
inner potential and inspires others to tap into
their God given potential.

Rev. McDaniel is also a noted intellectual,
having graduated from Troy University. There,
he earned a Bachelor of Science in Business
Administration Management and a Master of
Science in Human Resource Management.

"Unlock Your Potential with Next Level Consulting"
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THAT!S Alice’s academic background is equally impressive. A
¥ graduate of the University of Nevada, Las Vegas, with
NOT ALL. a Bachelor’s in Hotel Administration, she later pursued

a Master’s in Human Resource Management from the

I n more exciting news, were delighted to announce esteemed University of Southern California. This

the launch of Next Level Consulting Los Angeles acade!nic prowess, -combiped with her' practical
(NLC), now LIVE and fully operational experience, makes Alice an invaluable asset in the HR

’ . ing
Our corporate headquarters is located in Pasadena, consulting realm.

California, however NLC proudly serves the entire

Greater Los Angeles area. Whether you're an individual seeking personal growth

or a business aiming for new heights, Next Level
Consulting Los Angeles is here to provide unwavering
support. Allow us to be your partners in success, as you
take that crucial first step toward a brighter future.

Our mission at Next Level Consulting Los Angeles
is to unlock your potential through a comprehensive
range of consulting services. Leading the charge is
our passionate and visionary CEO, Jerred McDaniel,
who brings his dedication to excellence and
empowerment to set the tone for our mission to elevate
individuals and businesses to their next level.

We are extremely excited for you to explore our
comprehensive services, and discover how we can make
a meaningful difference in your journey. Together, we
grow. Together, we succeed.

Joining Jerred is our esteemed Senior Human
Resources Consultant, Alice Youn. With her deep
expertise in Human Resources and unwavering
commitment to client success, she adds a dynamic

dimension to our team. e 87 N. Flﬂvm[]n[l AUB"UB, PﬂS&l]Bﬂa, GA, 91103
@ (800) 909-8337

Alice, with her extensive background in Human

Resources from prestigious California hotels, brings @ Info@nextlevelconsultinglosangeles.com
invaluable knowledge and strategy to the Next Level www.nextlevelconsultinglosangeles.com

Consulting Los Angeles.

e B S i

"Unlock Your Potential with Next Level Consulting"



ST%RZION

Bishop Darryl and Mrs. Camille Starnes

Presiding Prelate and Missionary Supervisor
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Bishop Dennis V. Proctor,
Missionary Supervisor D. Diane Proctor and
the North Eastern Episcopal District

Now the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing that

ye may abound in hope, through the power of the Holy Ghost.” -
Romans 15:13




THE AAM.E. ZION CHURCH
The Freedom Church
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May God continue to richly bless you with hope, joy,
y y y pe; j Y
2o and peace throughout the coming year.

“For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders, and he
is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.”
Isaiah 9:6
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Celebrate Clinton College’s First Certificate
in Ministry Studies Graduates

CLINTON

COLLEGE |

By Dr. Alvin McLamb

EST.

1894

In the Fall of 2020, in the
midst of the COVID-19
pandemic, the Presiding
Elder of New York City
District, Rev. Dr. A. Alfred
Carson, Rev. Dr. Marvin
Hooks, and Rev. Dr. Quavon g I
Newton, began a collabora- =
tion with President Lester e
A. McCorn and members of G#
his Cabinet on the idea of an
accredited course of study for ministers in District Studies in the A.M.E.
Zion Church. Dr. Reginald Broadnax, the then Division Chair for Reli-

gious Studies, was also instrumental in identifying and designing the most =

relevant course of study for the program. This collaboration gave birth to
the first online program to enable ministers to take college-level courses,
earn a certificate, and then use those credit hours towards an Associate’s
or Bachelor’s Degree in Religious Studies.

Two of the three students to be to complete all course requirements and
earn the first-ever Certificate of Ministry Studies Degree from Clinton
College came from the New York District of the North Eastern Episcopal

District. They were Tamiko Coleman, an associate minister at St. Peter’s
A.M.E. Zion Church, and Derek Scott, an associate minister at Calvary
A.M.E. Zion Church. On Saturday, October 28" Dr. McLamb presented
them with their Certificate during the North Eastern Episcopal District’s
combined Check-up Meeting at Cross Street A.M.E. Zion Church, Mid-
dletown, CT.

As aresult of the collaboration to start a Certificate in Ministry Studies
Program for District ministers, Clinton College now also offers a Certifi-
cate in Pastoral Leadership and Development for ministers in Conference
Studies and a Certificate in Educational Ministry for the Laity of the
Church. Additionally, Clin-
ton College offers Associ-
ate and Bachelor Degrees
in Religious Studies and

' Business Administration,
an Associate Degree in Arts
and Early Childhood, as

| well as several additional
certificates in Business. All
& of these programs are fully
online and taught by expe-
8 rienced college professors,
W scveral of whom are mem-
bers of The A.M.E. Zion
Church.

For more information on all of Clinton College's online programs, go to
clintoncollege.edu or contact Dr. Alvin McLamb at amclamb@clintoncol-
lege.edu or call (803) 909-8181.

HOLIDAY 2023
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Witherspoon Wins School Board
Election

By Rev. Allison N. Lee, Ed.D., MTS

“A victory for me is a victory for the
students in CMS. We will continue
to improve the outcomes for students
within the school system.” — Rev. Dr.
Monty Witherspoon

On Tuesday, November 7,
2023, Charlotte native Rev. Dr. Monty
Witherspoon was elected to the Char-
lotte-Mecklenburg Schools (CMS)
Board of Education. Dr. Witherspoon
1s a newcomer to the CMS Board,
blazing the trail as he took one of the
top spots in a race of 14 candidates
and came in with 12.4% of the vote.
Witherspoon was elected alongside
Liz Monterrey, who also came in with
12.4% of the vote, and incumbent
Lenora Shipp, who led the vote with
14.75%.

Although Witherspoon is new to the
CMS Board of Education, he is a
lifelong proponent of learning. Having
matriculated through the K-12 sys-
tem and having earned a Bachelor of
Arts in Religious Studies from Zion’s
chief institution, Livingstone College,
a Master of Divinity from the More-
house School of Religion at the Inter-
denominational Theological Center,
and a Doctorate from Drew University,
Dr. Witherspoon has long been in spac-
es that speak to and directly developed
his passion for critical thinking and
instruction. Dr. Witherspoon is an
advocate for education reform and is

a regular participant in conversations
that deal with policy and education. In
the community, he is a member of the
Black Political Caucus and Omega Psi
Phi Fraternity, Incorporated.

Believing that opportunity and school-
ing should be accessible to all students,
Dr. Witherspoon offered himself to the
students, parents, and educators of the
Charlotte-Mecklenburg School Sys-
tem in order to take an active part in
helping each student to graduate high
school either prepared to attend an in-
stitution of higher learning, or join the
workforce “with a quality education in
a safe learning environment regardless
of their zip code.”

Inequity in the school system has long been a concern within the
American model of education. Geographical location — which is

often related to socio-economic status and/or culture - has since the
beginning of time dictated the type of school students have attended,
quality of textbooks, instruction received, funding offered, and oppor-
tunities available. Renowned civil rights activist and the president and
founder of the National Action Network (NAN), Al Sharpton stated,

There’s no reason why children in inner cities or rural areas do not re-
ceive the same quality education or opportunities as those in suburbs
or wealthy neighborhoods. If we truly believe in giving all citizens

a chance to pursue happiness and pursue their goals, then we cannot
continue to marginalize entire groups of people.

THERSPOON

SCHOOL BOARD

Rev. Dr. Allison Lee
Social Justice Editor
SocialJustice@StarOfZion.org

MONTY

WITHERSPOONFORSTUDENTS.COM

Having heard about the disparities taking place in the school system
and upon reflection regarding personal experience, Dr. Witherspoon
ran on the platform of:

Student Achievement: Providing every student with a quality
education regardless of Zip Code

Safe Learning Environments: Developing strategies to create
safe learning environments for every student

Support for Teachers: Working conditions and staffing structures
that promote effective teaching and professional growth

Strong Community Coalitions: Partnering with community
stakeholders and community service providers to help meet stu-
dent needs and
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System-wide Accountability and Transparency: Building
trust through openness with regard to board business and deci-
sion.

In addition to being a dedicated advocate for education, a hus-

band, father, and community leader, Dr. Witherspoon is the pas-

tor of the Steele Creek AME Zion Church seated squarely within
Charlotte, NC. When asked about the intersection of education and
ministry, Dr. Witherspoon stated, I see my new role with the school
board as an extension of my role as a pastor. I have been involved
in the community and as an educational advocate for years. Now, |
have a chance to serve on a new level as the voice for the kids in my
congregation and their parents. I see this as a unique opportunity
and a continuation of the work that I already do in conjunction with
the Steele Creek congregation. Our church has helped with housing
transitions, supported families that have clothing and school supply
needs, adopted two schools, and we coordinated with a local school
guidance counselor to serve where and when needed.

In looking ahead, Dr. Witherspoon shared that the Church can start
to get involved in three ways:

1.

2.

Get involved in the voting process — register, vote, and volun-
teer.

Educational Advocates — “We need every church to have at least
one educational advocate who can help parents and folks in

the community to navigate their respective school district. You
don’t have to go to a high-poverty school. There are parents who
are affluent and do not know how to navigate the school system
with suspensions, curriculum, etc. Educational advocates in the
church make a difference.

Presence — “Congregations need to get involved more by showing

Saint|Paul o0

‘I':‘?\.‘. X

AN

up at meetings (school board, PTA, etc.) and being a presence. It
says a lot when we show that we are invested in the education of
our children.”

Witherspoon is to serve a four-year term and will be sworn in on
December 12, 2023.

IS God Galling You for More?

Saint Paul School of Theology is educating
tomorrow’s leaders by offering on-campus,

online and hybrid learning courses on a FLEXible
schedule. Grounded in Christ, we are shaping
leaders to make the difference.

Discover More!

913-253-5084

spst.edu
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Songs of Preparation

ol
Rev. Dierdre’ R. Parker-Rowson

Entertainment & The Arts Editor
Entertainment_Arts@StarofZion.org

By Rev. Dierdre Parker, Entertainment & the Arts Editor

Music is an important part of any worship experience. It can shift the
atmosphere from chaotic to consecrated. Music prepares our hearts
in a unique way for communion with God. Music, especially singing,
allows a part of our hearts to speak to God through the only instru-
ment that is not man-made. Our human voices. Singing allows us to
express our love for God with our entire being. It soothes our spirits
and draws us closer to each other in corporate settings.

Music is a part of who we are as Zion Methodists. This is especial-
ly evident in the way we prepare for our Annual Conferences. The
preparation of music is as important as making sure that the fried
chicken is crispy and juicy for lunch.

I recently came across a flyer on Facebook that was essentially an
all-call for singers and musicians to form a combined choir for the
North Carolina Annual Conference. Because I love good music, and
because I miss singing in the choir anyway, I decided to reach out to
the organizer of the rehearsal to discuss what preparing music for an
annual conference is like.

I met with the director of the combined choir, Mrs. Carole Downing,
and some of the other members of the choir and had the opportunity
to ask them a few questions about what music as worship means to
them.

SOZ: Mrs. Carole, how important is music ministry to you?

Carole Downing: Music ministry is very important to me. I’ve
grown up with music all my life. I’ve always been in the church, the
youth choir, the young adult choir, and the adult choir. I started tak-
ing piano lessons at the age of nine and learned how to read music.
At the age of fourteen, I started going around to different churches
playing the piano. They would pick me up and take me to church-

es in the James City area until I got my license in chorus and in the
band. I just had my 40™ class reunion, and I still have my clarinet
from 40 years ago. I don’t play it anymore, but I still have it. So I’ve
been doing music all my life.

SOZ: What about you, Ms. Wanda? How important is music
ministry in your life?

Wanda Poole: It is very important to me. My mother always
dragged us around with her when she sang, so it’s embedded in me.
That’s something that she always liked to do.



And I started out in the children’s choir. When I
moved back home, I came back and joined the choir.
I love music. I play seven instruments.

SOZ: Seven? Oh, wow!

Wanda Poole: Yes, seven. They’re all woodwinds.
I was a music major when I first started college, but
then I changed. But I’m strictly instrumental, not
vocal.

Mrs. Laurean Wilson also joined us while she was
doing her hair. This is a testament to the dedication
of these ladies to make sure that the worship expe-
rience was what it needed to be for all of those who
attended this annual conference. They each have
other pursuits but are dedicated to making sure that
the ministry of music is truly ministry and not mere-
ly entertainment.

SOZ: Ms. Lorean, how important is music ministry
to you?

Ms. Lorean: It is very important, especially now

as a minister myself. I preached this past Sunday,
and the soloist sang a song that was right in line with
what I preached.

This was such a lovely discussion with these ladies
about the songs that help to usher us into worship.
Songs like “Oh, how I love Jesus,” and” Lord I’'m
Available to you,” or just the refrain “Oh come let
us Adore Him.” There is something about the lyrics
of these songs that reminds us of the faithfulness of
God. They wrap us in the comfort of God’s love and
God’s presence. They remind us that He rejoices
over us with singing, and we can join together in the
spirit, and for that moment, we become one with the

ENTERTAINMENT & THE ARTS

"THE YOUTH MISSIONARY SOCIETY
A.M.E. ZION CHURCH

PRESENTS

FRIDAY | JANUARY 12, 2024 | 8 PM EST

CELEBRATING 112 YEARS
- OF THE YOUTH MISSIONARY SOCIETY

MELVA POLK-WRIGHT
CONNECTIONAL SECRETARY OF YOUTH
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LET US CELEBRATE CHRIST
TOGETHER THIS CHRISTMAS

FEATURING SPECIAL CHRISTMAS-THEMED MEDITATIONS &
PRESENTATIONS FROM VARIOUS
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FOUNDED 1796

1. Bishop Kenneth Monroe
EASTERN NORTH CAROLINA EPISCOPAL DISTRICT
office: P.0. Box 1167, Fuquay Varina, NC 27526
Office: (919) 554-8994; Fax: (919) 556-6049
Email: encedistricc@gmail.com
District includes: Albermarle, Cape Fear, Central North Carolina,
North Carolina, Virgin Islands
Mrs. Sheila W. Monroe, Missionary Supervisor

2. Bishop Darryl B. Starnes, Sr.
PIEDMONT EPISCOPAL DISTRICT

3225 West Sugar Creek Road, Charlotte, NC 28269

Ph: 704-904-9817 Fax: 704-599-0485

Email: BishopDBStarnes@aol.com

District includes: Blue Ridge, West Central North Carolina,
Western North Carolina, Jamaica (all divisions)
Mrs. Camille C. Starnes, Missionary Supervisor

3. Bishop Dennis V. Proctor
NORTH EASTERN EPISCOPAL DISTRICT
8369 Governor Grayson Way, Ellicott City, MD 21043
Ph: (410) 418-4364 Fax: (410) 418-5834
Email: BishopProctor@aol.com
District includes: New England, New Jersey, New York,
Western New York, Bahamas and London-Midland
Mrs. D. Diane Proctor, Missionary Supervisor

4. Bishop Mildred B. Hines (Deceased)
SOUTH ATLANTIC EPISCOPAL DISTRICT
Office address: 5115 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 620, Los Angeles, CA 90036
Mailing address: P.0. Box 10272, Rock Hill, SC 29730
Ph: (323) 930-7862; Mobile: (323) 559-0098
Email: bishopmildred.hines@gmail.com
District indudes: Georgia, Palmetto, Pee Dee, South Carolina, South Korea
Mrs. Lovetta J. Holmes, Missionary Supervisor

5. Bishop W. Darin Moore
MID-ATLANTIC EPISCOPAL DISTRICT

office: 9701 Apollo Drive - Suite 245, Largo, MD 20774

Ph: (301) 322-3866; Fax: (301) 322-3862

Email: office@amezma.org; bishop@amezma.org

District includes: Allegheny, East Tennessee-Virginia, Ohio,
Philadelphia-Baltimore, Virginia, Barbados, Guyana-Suriname, St. Vincent
Mrs. Devieta Moore, Missionary Supervisor

6. Bishop Seth O. Lartey
CENTRAL SOUTHERN AFRICA EPISCOPAL DISTRICT
2361 Olivet Church Rd, Winston-Salem, NC 27106
Ph: (336) 529-8496
District includes: East Angola, West Angola, South Africa, Zimbabwe,
Malawi, Mozambique, Namibia
Mrs. Jacqueline Inez Williams-Lartey, Missionary Supervisor

Bishop Joseph Johnson (Retired)
45 Awesome Ridge, Garner, NC 27529
Ph: (704) 877-9646
Email: djjj85@windstream.net

2000 Cedar Circle Drive, Baltimore, MD 21228
Ph: (410) 744-7330
Fax: (410) 788-5510
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Bishop Nathaniel Jarrett (Retired)
18031 South Pheasant Lake Drive, Tinley Park, IL 60477
Ph: (708) 802-9873
Email: rtrevjr@aol.com

. Bishop George W. Walker Sr. (Retired)
3654 Poplar Road, Flossmoor, IL 60422

Ph: (708) 799-5599 Fax: (708) 799-5584

Email: gwalker047@aol.com

Vi

7. Bishop Michael Angelo Frencher, Sr.
MIDWEST EPISCOPAL DISTRICT
2935 Shady View Drive, High Point, NC 27265
Cell: (336)-312-8245 Fax: (336)-886-4300
Email: bishopmafrencher@gmail.com
District includes: Indiana, Kentucky, Michigan, Missouri, Tennessee,
Trinidad-Tobago
Mrs. Gelenia Aaron Frencher, Missionary Supervisor 5

8. Bishop George Crenshaw
ALABAMA-FLORIDA EPISCOPAL DISTRICT
3605 Sandy Plains Road, Suite 240-238, Marietta GA 30066
Ph: 706-633-4801 office: 334-269-6365; Email: bishopgdcrenshaw@aol.com
District includes: Alabama, North Alabama, South Alabama, Central Alabama,
West Alabama; Cahaba, Florida, S. Florida, Rwanda,
Burundi, Uganda, North Kivu, South Kivu
Mrs. Laurenna Crenshaw, Missionary Supervisor |

9. Bishop Hilliard Dogbe

WESTERN WEST AFRICA EPISCOPAL DISTRICT
West Africa Address: A.M.E. Zion Church Episcopal Residence/Office;
P.0. Box GP 22220, Accra, Ghana / Aggrey Memorial A.M.E. Zion Church,
P.0. Box MP 522, Mamprobi-Accra, Ghana, West Africa
Office: 233-30-703-0241 Cell: 233-24-782-2440
Email: hdoghe@hotmail.com bishopwwa@gmail.com
District includes: North Ghana, West Ghana, Mid-Ghana, Liberia, East Ghana,
Cote D'Ivoire and Togo; Mrs. Cynthia Dogbe, Missionary Supervisor

10. Bishop U. U. Effiong
EASTERN WEST AFRICA EPISCOPAL DISTRICT
office: Anderson Memorial A.M.E Zion Church, Diamond Hill, Calabar
Annex/Postal: 57 School Road, Satellite Town, Calabar, Cross River State, Nigeria
Ph: +234 803 6765 479 Email: effiong_uduak@yahoo.com
District includes: Nigeria, Central Nigeria, Rivers Nigeria, Lagos-West Nigeria,
Mainland Nigeria, Northern Nigeria, Cross River Nigeria, South-Eastern Nigeria,
Southern and Akwa Nigeria, Port Harcourt

Mrs. Promise Effiong, Missionary Supervisor

11. Bishop Brian R. Thompson, Sr.
WESTERN EPISCOPAL DISTRICT

office: 5760 Yadkin Rd, Fayetteville, NC 28303

Ph: (916) 270-6700

Email: bishopthompson106@gmail.com

District includes: Alaska, Arizona, California, Colorado,
Oregon-Washington, and Southwest Rocky Mountains
Rev. Felica Thompson, Missionary Supervisor

12. Bishop Eric L. Leake
SOUTH WESTERN DELTA EPISCOPAL DISTRICT
Episcopal Residence: 123 Sagefield Square, Canton, Mississippi 39046
Residence: 1529 Tina Lane, Flossmoor, IL 60422
Ph: (708) 724-3017 Email: bishopericleake@gmail.com
District Includes: Arkansas, India, Oklahoma, Louisiana,
South Mississippi, Texas, and West Tennessee-Mississippi, India
Mrs. Jean McMurray-Leake, Missionary Supervisor

Bishop Warren M. Brown (Retired)
4010 Castile Square, Austell, GA 30106

Ph: (678) 574-2725

Email: brownamez@aol.com

. Bishop George E. Battle Jr. (Retired)
% 18403 Dembridge Drive, Davidson, NC 28036

Ph: (704)-895-2236 (H) (704)-332-7600

Email: bishop84senior@yahoo.com

~>. Bishop S. Chuka Ekemam Sr. (Retired)

P.0. Box 1149, Owerri, Imo State, Nigeria

Tel: +234-803-213-3767 or +234-803-301-8280

Email: bishopamezng@yahoo.com or
schukaekemamsr@gmail.com
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GENERAL OFFICERS
B Rev. Dr. J. Elvin Sadler, General Secretary-Auditor
P.0. Box 26770, Charlotte, NC 28221-6770
\ Ph: (704) 599-4630; Fax: (704) 688-2549; Email: jesadler@amezion.org
Rev. Al Hamilton, Chief Financial Officer, Department of Finance
P.0. Box 26770, Charlotte, NC 28221-6770
Ef,, Ph: (704) 599-4630; Fax: (704) 919-5580; Email: alchamilton@amezion.org
Rev. Julius Walls, Chief Operating Officer/ Business Manager
P.0. Box 26770, Charlotte, NC 28221-6770
Ph: (704) 599-4630; Fax: (704) 688-2541; Email: jwalls@amezion.org
Mr. Darin Kent, Chief Communications Officer
Editor, The Star of Zion
P.0. Box 26770, Charlotte, NC 28221-6770
2 Ph: (704) 599-4630, ext. 2577; Email: cco@amezion.org
o Rev. Dr. D.B. Cannon,
B Dept. of Global Missions Office & Missionary Seer Editor
W P.0. Box 26770, Charlotte, NC 28221-6770 Ph: (704) 599-4630;
\ Email: dbcannon@amezion.org For articles/info: missionaryseergm@gmail.com
‘ Rev. Patrick Barrett, Secretary-Treasurer,
Christian Education Department
P.0. Box 26770, Charlotte, NC 28221-677
Ph: (704) 599-4630 Fax: (704) 688-2550; Email: pharrett@amezion.org
Dr. Eleazar Merriweather, Director
Dept. of Church Growth & Development
3225 Sugar Creek Road, Charlotte, NC 28269
# Ph: (704) 599-4630; Fax: (704) 688-2547; Email: emerriw721@amezion.org
Rev. Dr. George E. McKain, Director of Public Affairs & Social Concerns
& P.0. Box 26770, Charlotte, NC 28221-6770
¥ Ph: (704) 599-4630, ext. 316; Email: GEMcKain2@amezion.org
Dr. David A. Aiken,Sr. Executive Director, Zion’s Benefit Services
P.0. Box 217114, Charlotte, NC 28221; Ph: (704) 714-1505 ; Cell: (917) 837-
5173; Email: DAikenSr@amezion.org
FORMER GENERAL OFFICERS
Dr. Raymon Hunt
| Dr. W. Robert Johnson, Ill
f Dr . Kermit DeGraffenreidt
Dr. Mary Love
Dr. Shirley Welch
Dr. Otis McMillian
Dr. Addie Lisby
Rev. Dr. Gregory R. Smith
Dr. Brenda L. G. Smith
Mr. Herbert Watkins
Dr. William McKenith

JUDICIAL COUNCIL

e The Hon. Adele M. Riley, President
I 625 Ellsworth Drive, Trotwood, Ohio 45426
Email: mariley310@yahoo.com
Rev. Dr. Reid R. White, Jr., Vice-President
6608 Cartwright Drive, Columbia, SC 29223
Rev. Dr. Lisa T. McDow, Esq., Clerk
Post Office Box 2541, Wilmington, NC 28402-2541
Rev. Dr. Derrick R. Anderson, Chaplain
4650 Shookstown Drive, Kannapolis, NC 28081
Rev. Dr. Richard Austin, Esq.
1415 Earlham Drive, Dayton, OH 45406
Dr. Marsha C. Grayson, Esq.
88 Roberts Street, Philadelphia, PA 15219
Dr. William Stokes
5821 West Tree Drive, Anchorage, AK 99507
Rev. Dr. Joseph A. Tolbert, Sr., Esq.
104 Black Avenue, Bessemer, Alabama 35020
Dr. Yvonne A. Tracey
502 Ferndale Drive, Salisbury, NC 28147

CONNECTIONAL [AY COUNCIL

Mr. Joseph King Davis, President
1018 Southpoint Crossing Durham, NC
Ph: (919) 236-3740; Email: jkdjr1911@frontier.com
Mrs. Leondras “Lele” Davis, 1st Vice President
419 Eberle Way, Matthews, NC 28105
Ph: (704) 321-7022; Cell: (704) 562-0402 ; Email: CLC.FVP@gmail.com
Mrs. Connie Bell Wright, 2nd Vice President
822 Polk Street, Charlotte, NC 28206
Cell: (704) 724-2759; Email: CLC2VP.ConnieBellwright@gmail.com
Mrs. Mireille Landrum, Recording Secretary
506 Lincoln Crest Cir., Austell, GA 30106
Ph: (678) 809-5253; Cell: (678) 420-8919; Email: clcsecretary11@gmail.com
Mr. Ned D. Highsmith, Financial Secretary
125 Kenneth Carter Rd, Clinton, NC 28328; Ph: (910) 592-4294; Cell: (910)
590-9284; Email: clcfinancialsecretary@aol.com
Mrs. Cynthia White, Treasurer
1257 W. 27th, Norfolk, VA 23508
Ph: (757) 235-2475; Email: clctreasurer11@aol.com
Mr. Jerry McCombs, Chaplain
P. 0 Box 1444Newton, NC 28658
Ph: (828) 310-6918; Email: clcchaplain21@charter.net
Mrs. Lula K. Howard, President Emeritus
4009 Landside Dr., Louisville, KY 40220
Cell: (502) 494-9527; Email: Lmkhoward330@gmail.com
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WOMEN 'S HOME & OVERSEAS
MISSIONARY SOCIETY
Mrs. Sandra B. Crowder, International President
100 East Ocean View, Suite 1110, Norfolk, VA 23503
PH: 757-761-6280 Email: sandrabcrowder@yahoo.com
Dr. Peggy Lindsey-Owens, First Vice President
503 McLean Street, Raeford, NC 28376 Ph: 910-875-5803;
Email: mspeggys@earthlink.net
Rev. Patricia “Patty” Surratt-Smith, Second Vice President
PO Box 1424, Shelby, NC28151 Ph: 704-281-1544;
Email: ladypattysmith@gmail.com
Mrs. Rosetta J. Dunham, Executive Director
P.0. Box 26846, Charlotte, NC 28221-6846
Email: rodunham@amezion.org
Mrs. Effie B. Woodard, Recording Secretary
108 Effie Lane/P0 Box 662, Broadway, NC 27505 Cell: 919-356-6608;
Email: effiebwoodard@gmail.com
Ms. Verdelle Cunningham, Treasurer
1 Dally Road, Unit 208, Hillshorough, NJ 08844
Ph: (917) 742-5565; Email: oliver1447 @att.net
Ms. Karlease M. Smalls, Connectional Coordinator of YAMS
1436 McBeth Drive, Kannapolis, NC 28038
Ph: (H) 704-298-0487; (C) 917-371-3464 Email: karleasesmalls@yahoo.com
Ms. Melva Polk Wright, Connectional Secretary, Youth Missionary Society
438 Parkview Court, Unit , Salisbury, MD 21804
Ph: (443) 880-5728; Email: principalmelva1960@gmail.com
Mrs. April C. Davis, Connectional Superintendent, Buds of Promise
9233 Mountain Aire Circle, Charlotte, NC 28214; Home: 704-394-0577; Cell:
980-298-0298; Email: aprildavisforbuds@yahoo.com
Mrs. Jo-Ann Monroe, Connectional Secretary, Bureau of Supply
40 East Sidney Ave., #12B, Mt. Vernon, NY 10550
Ph: 914-224-7621; Email: jom4supply@gmail.com
Mrs. Joy Williamson Foster, Connectional Chairman, Life Members Council
229 Academy Lane, Middletown, DE 19709
Ph: 302-563-0222; Email: mailto:Joy2023LM@gmail.com
Ms. Camryn Ivey, Director of Communications
1610 Cox Road, Matthews, NC 28104
Ph:704-907-0208; Email: camrynivey@gmail.com

INTERNATIONAL MINISTERS
& IAY ASSOCIATION
President, Rev. Dr. Anthony Witherspoon
4556 Behlmann Farms Blvd., Florissant, MO 63034
Ph: (314) 533-0316; Email: anwitherspoon1@gmail.com
First Vice President, Mrs. Lula K. Howard
4009 Landside Dr., Louisville, KY 40220-3080
Cell: (502) 494-9527; Email: Imkhoward330@gmail.com
Second Vice President, Rev. Dr. Myrtle Bowen
12006 Othman Court, Ft. Washington, MD 20744
Ph: (301) 237-7755; Email: PEBowen50@gmail.com
Executive Director, Rev. Dorothy Patterson
48 West 17th Street, Bayonne, NJ 07002
Ph: (551) 206-1499 Email: Kleinz1@aol.com
Secretary, Ms. Marie Denise Niles
718 Decatur Street, Brooklyn, NY 11233; Ph: (917) 373-5237
Email: mdn929@gmail.com
Assistant Secretary, Mrs. Carlous E. Tyrance
11508 Turnstone (t., Charlotte, NC 28226
Ph: (704) 541-5237; Email: ctyrnc@bellsouth.net
Treasurer, Rev. David T. Miller
P.0. Box 6753, Harrisburg, PA 17112
Ph: (717) 712-4709; Email: revdmillersigma@icloud.com
Financial Secretary, Rev. Dr. Maurice Harden
6101 Clarks Fork Drive, Raleigh, NC 27616
Ph: (704) 202-8437; Email: pastormharden@gmail.com
Chaplain, Rev. J. Martin Bouler, Sr.

114 Pelham Lane, Fort Mill, SC 29715
Ph: (803) 448-7100; Email: jmbouler@comporium.net

DEPARTMENT OF
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Rev. Johngerlyn “Jonse” Young, President, President
Assembly of Christian Educators (ACE)
1663 Coalcar Ct. SE, Kentwood, MI 49508
Ph: (616) 581-5358; Email: Jyoungace@gmail.com
Bro. Dion Harris, Chairperson
Young Adults in Christian Ministries (YACM)
Email: Djharris2012@gmail.com
Mr. Ezekiel A. Perez, President
Varick International Christian Youth Council (VICYC)
Ph: (408) 757-9249 Email: ezekiel1132@gmail.com
Mr. Andre Griffin, Parliamentarian (VICYC)
Phone Number: (336) 660-8745 Email: griffinatf@gmail.com

COLLEGES
Livingstone College, Rev. Dr. Anthony Davis, President
707 W. Monroe Street, Salisbury, NC 28144; Ph: (704) 216-6151
Fax: (704) 216-6217; Internet: www.livingstone.edu
Clinton College, Dr. Lester A. McCorn, President
1029 Crawford Road, Rock Hill, SC29730
Ph: (803) 327-7402; Fax: (803) 327-3261
Hood Theological Seminary, Dr. Vergel Lattimore, President
1810 Lutheran Synod Drive, Salisbury, NC 28144
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Ph: (704) 636-7611; Fax: (704) 636-7685
Lomax-Hannon Junior College, Rev. Wallace L. Noble, President
725 Conecuh Street, Greenville, AL 36037; Ph: (334) 382-2115 —
A.M.E. Zion University, Rev. Mulbah Gray, President
P.0. Box 1960, Monrovia, Liberia, West Africa; Ph: 011-231-261-071 /
Hood-Speaks Theological Seminary, Dr. Donald J. Ekpo, President
Ndon Ebom, Uruan.LGA, P0. Box 2503, UYO, Akwa Ibom State, Nigeria

INTERNATIONAL PRESIDING ELDERS’ 4
COUNCIL EXECUTIVE BOARD :
Rev. Dr. Anthony K.R. Gibson, International President
7399 N. Shadeland Avenue, Indianapolis, IN 46250; Ph: (317) 362-5387
Email: 7thInternationalPresident@gmail.com
Rev. Dr. Florence Brown, First Vice President
Post Office Box 1646, Lumberton, NC 28358
Ph: (910) 612-7948; Email: Fshrownyes@gmail.com
Rev. Fondella A. Leigh, Second Vice President

239 Woodville Rd, Hertford, NC 27944; Ph: (252) 312-8733 B‘
Email: edentondistrictamez@gmail.com
Mrs. Tojuna McLendon, 3rd Vice President
6020 Kempton Court, Salishury, Md 21801

ph: (704) 796-2979 Email: tojunamac41@yahoo.com
Rev. Dr. Willa Estell, Executive Secretary
414 Smokey Mountain Drive, Maryville, TN 37801
Ph: (865) 335-7527; Email: we41602@aol.com

Rev. Lelar H. Johnson, Treasurer
7 Spring Hollow Drive, Crystal Springs, MS 39059
Ph: (601) 573-4636; Email: brooks4L@yahoo.com
Rev. Alonzo Braggs, Recording Secretary LN
38780 Orchid View Place, Apt. 303, Palmdale, California 93550-6526 e =
Ph: (661) 227-4816 or (910) 262-8382; Email: alonzobraggs@gmail.com ==

Rev. Dr. Evalina Huggins, Chaplain
3921 23rd Place, Temple Hills, MD 20748; Ph: (301) 980-8793
Email: Evalina45@gmail.com

Rev. Dr. Erlinda Dobson, Parliamentarian
2920 NC Hwy 55 West, New Bern, NC 28562; Ph: (252) 670-1127
Email: pedobson@newberndistrict.com

Rev. Dr. Joel D. Miles, Senior Advisor to President
8400 S. Damen Avenue, Chicago, IL 60620; Ph: (773) 405-6375
Email: revjdmiles@yahoo.com
Rev. Hanna Broome, Chief Strategist
P.0. Box 26181, Fayetteville, NC 28314-2967; Ph: (864) 525-4679
Email: hrb8792@gmail.com
Rev. Derrill Blue, Chief Technology Officer
39 Warwick Ave, Rochester, NY 14611; Cell: (405) 821-1333
Fax: (585) 546-1652, Office: (585) 546-5007; Email: derrillblue@gmail.com

Rev. Rochelle McEntyre, Assistant Recording Secretary
702 Whitehead St., Key West, FL 33040. Email: rochellep16@aol.com

INTERNATIONAL MINISTERS’ SPOUSES
& WIDOW(ERS) FELLOWSHIP
Rev. Patty Smith, President
PO Box 1424 Shelby, NC28151;
Ph: (704) 281-1544; Email: ladypattysmith@gmail.com
Rev. Robin Stitt, First Vice President
3705 Rosedown Drive Matthews, NC 28105
Ph: (704) 287-3608 (C); Email: rahbyn10@gmail.com
Mrs. E. Delores Cowherd, Second Vice President
41 Edge Lane Willingboro, NJ 08046
Ph: 609-491-0355 (C); 609-871-5933 (H); Email: edcowherd@gmail.com
Rev. Andrea A. Wiley, Recording Secretary
1660 Woodberry Drive Mobile, AL 36695
Ph: 419-350-6019 (H); Email: sylviav614@gmail.com
Mrs. Tawanda Harris, Assistant Recording Secretary
125 St. Pauls Rd. North Hempstead, NY 11550
Ph: (916) 996-9149 Email: zwrdirector@gmail.com
Mrs. Jeryl Z. Anderson, Treasurer
2803 Bald Eagle Dr Charlotte ,NC 28215
Ph: 919-749-3000; Email: jzanderson12@yahoo.com
Mrs. Bessie Baker, Financial Secretary
10653 Stone Bunker Dr. Charlotte, NC 28227
Ph: 704-545-0115 (H) 704-562-6857 (C); Email: bBake2@bellsouth.net
Mrs. Marilyn Scurry, Corresponding Secretary
822 Purcell Drive Woodruff, SC 29388
Ph: (864) 529-5760; Email: firstladyscurry2016@icloud.com
Mrs. Syteria Puryear, Newsletter Editor
530 Walden Ridge Drive, Charlotte, NC 28216
Ph: (704) 900-8084 (H); (704) 957-0385 (C); Email: amezimswfellowship@gmail.com
Rev. Michelle Long, Spiritual Life Chair
4146 Thomas Sam Dr. Rock Hill, SC 29732
Ph: 803-684-3520 (H); 803-627-6129 (C); Email: settav@bellsouth.net
Sis. Belinda Gipson, Parliamentarian
8454 Hidden Meadow Pass McCordsville, In 46055
Ph:317-384-8739; Email: flbrgibson412@gmail.com
Mrs. Connie C. Shumake, Historian
4522 Southern Pkwy Louisville, KY 40214
Ph: 502-905-2957; Email: c.shumake@twc.com
CHIEFS OF PROTOCOL
Rev. Malcolm Byrd, Chief of Protocol
60 Peninsula Blvd., Hempstead, NY 11550
Ph: (516) 483-2724; Email: Alphadubois@hotmail.com
Dr. Kathy Thomas McFadden, Assistant Chief of Protocol
7025 Brassie Bend, Montgomery, AL 36116 Ph: (334) 467-6777;
Email: katmcfadden@yahoo.com
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Bishop Uduak U. Effiong & Mrs. Promise C. Effiong
Presiding Prelate & Missionary Supervisor
Eastern West Africa Episcopal District (Nigeria)
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THE JUDICIAL COUNCIL

AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL ZION CHURCH

The Hon. Adele M. Riley, President

Rev. Dr. Reid R. White, Jr., Vice-President
Rev. Dr. Lisa T. McDow, Esq., Clerk

Rev. Dr. Derrick R. Anderson, Chaplain
Rev. Dr. Richard Austin, Esq.

Dr. Marsha C. Grayson, Esq.

Dr. William Stokes

~ “Let us also be wise and seek Jfim.

]

Rev. Dr. Joseph A. Tolbert, Sr., Esq. - Merry Christmas!

Q)r. Yvonne A. Tracey, Assistant Clerk




STkRZION

God gave His greatest gift to us
on that first Christmas day
and may the wonder of it always
guide and light your way...
Wishing you

HRISTMA

THE NEW YEAR §

Bishop Brian R. Thompson,
Rev. Felica R. Thompson,
Presiding Prelate
¢ Missionary Supervisor
of the
Western Episcopal District
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“ Bé‘fouse of Jesus, we have Peace
that SUrpasses all understanding,
We have joy that is unspeakable,

. We have love that is
everlastmg and unconditional, omd
. We have nothing to fear, !
...but so much to hope for! -

May Chr1st be experlenced and prcused'
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Bishop Eric Leake & Missionary Supervisor
Jean McMurray-Leake & The Southwestern
Episcopal District




Dana G. Stilley
Financial Freedom Editor
FinancialFreedom@StarOfZion.org

FINANCIAL FREEDOM

Give the Gift of
Financial Freedom

/ - g

\_

/

By Dana Stilley, Financial Freedom Editor

The Christmas season is upon us! Christians across the world look for-
ward to a wonderful Christmas Day with family and friends, celebrat-
ing the gift of Jesus Christ. Often called the most wonderful time of
the year, the hustle and bustle of the season brings excitement, hope,
joy, and peace. In preparation for Christmas Day, countless hours are
spent preparing guest lists and menus and searching for the ‘perfect’
gift for our loved ones— a gift that reflects our true admiration and
love.

On average, a person spends approximately $1,000 each year on gifts,
food, and holiday decorations during the Christmas season. Most of
the funds are spent on gifts, with gift cards and money topping the
chart as the most popular. Gift cards have grown in popularity over
recent years as purchasers are fond of giving the recipient the oppor-
tunity to make a purchase of their choice at a time when they want to.
Gift cards eliminate concerns about choosing the wrong gift. Gone are
worries about whether the recipient needs or likes the gift and whether
it is the right size, color, or style. For those reasons, giving gift cards

seems to be money well spent. However, a recent report by Credit
Summit highlighted that 67% of consumers in the United States have
at least one unspent gift card. Moreover, the total amount of unspent
money on gift cards equates to approximately $21 billion.

Instead of purchasing additional gift cards this season, perhaps you
will consider one of these options instead:

*Begin a small savings account or a college for a child

*Purchase a US savings bond

*Open a small investment account and teach about long-term investing
Invest in share(s) of a stock or mutual fund

Building wealth through saving and investing generally helps one
reach the time in their life when there is enough to provide adequately
for the household and to give generously and joyfully to God’s work.
In this season of giving, consider giving a gift that promotes financial
freedom.
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Livingstone College’s Athletic
Hall of Fame

By Star of Zion News

The 2023 Athletic Hall of Fame, a celebration of
Livingstone College, had a surprisingly unique dose
of fame added to its listing of homecoming events. On
Saturday, October 21st, at the School of Hospitality
Management and Culinary Arts, former Livingstone
athletes gathered with their family and friends for
brunch, honoring five alumni who exhibited extraordi-
nary athletic skills during their years of performance.
Hosted by former athlete and assistant 2000 CIAA
Championship women’s basketball coach Dr. Kellee Watkins, the di-
vision of athletics under the leadership of Clifton Huff honored the
All-American 4x400 relay team: Denise Brown Ferguson, Sharonda An-
derson, Tiffany Forbes Percentie, and Yolanda Faye Morgan. A special
recognition for alumnus and Salisbury police officer Lieutenant Corey
Brooks was presented on behalf of his heroic efforts demonstrated in
saving a citizen from a burning vehicle earlier in the year.

In addition to the four women of track and field and offi-
cer the audience came to celebrate, guests were pleasantly
surprised with the presence of former Duke University
college standout and NBA professional Zion Williamson of
the New Orleans Pelicans. There to support his mother,
Sharonda Anderson, Zion enthusiastically met and engaged
with alumni and friends, elevating the level of exceptional
athleticism to the event. Zion’s father, Lateef Williamson,
was also a college standout as a member of the Living-
stone College 1997 and 1998 CIAA Championship football
teams. Referencing her positive Livingstone College expe-
rience, noting the support of coaches and friends, Anderson
stated she realized the rest of the sports world could be the opposite of
her undergraduate experience. She explained, “Navigating media is a
difficult task,” and thanked Livingstone College for its love.

President Anthony J. Davis thanked the inductees for committing to their
alma mater and challenged them to build a greater legacy for future Blue
Bears through recruitment and donorship.
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%, Struggle for the Soul of
Worla Poltier Edr Palestine

WorldPolitics@StarOfZion.org

By Rev. Ronald A. Nathan, World Politics Editor

There is no justification for the slaughter of one thousand four hundred
Israelis and the kidnapping of two hundred innocent people from Israel
by Hamas fighters on October 7, 2023. Israel’s reaction based on the
natural and international law of self-defence is warranted. However, the
world community has a part to play in the reduction of excessive force
being used in the Gaza Strip, whether it is done in the name of self-de-
fence or in a fit of revenge. At present, the death toll is heading towards
tens of thousands, including the death of 4,104 children in Gaza. That is
where we are at at this very moment, and that should be where this con-
flict should stop.

The idea that the solution to Israel’s national security problems is the
total annihilation of the political, military, economic, and social fabric of
the Palestine state is totally unwarranted and wrong.

The Black Church has to raise its voice and articulate its views for a
cessation of fire and the immediate return of hostages and opening up of
routes for the unhindered delivery of humanitarian aid. It is important,
however, that we be mindful that ideas associated with the historical Is-
rael of the Old Testament influence our assessment of the current Israe- Destruction of the Palestine Tower in Gaza following an Israeli airstrike. Photo
li-Palestinian conflict. For example, it is critical that we are aware of by Palestinian News & Information Agency (Wafa) in contract with APAimages, CC
the probable bias that comes with holding the liberation motif associated BY-SA 3.0, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=138775579

with the Exodus story and Egyptian slavery as we consider the current

Israeli-Hamas conflict.

Peace, however, is more than the absence of violence and the presence of
security in the state of Israel. Peace is an ongoing experience of harmony
It behooves us to recognise that the international community has as much between families, neighbours, and nations. A prayer for peace in Israel,
to do with this longstanding conflict as Hamas ﬁghters and the Israeli therefore, is also a prayer for Palestinian Well-being and prosperity,
army. The British colonial foreign policy reflected in the Balfour Declara-
tion and mandate of 1923 and the United Nations’ adoption of Resolution
181 in 1948, which called for the partition of Palestine into Arab and
Jewish states, implicates the international community.

Both of these decisions changed forever the demo-
graphics of the population of the region and justified
the British confiscation of Palestinian lands, which
were then handed over to Jewish settlers fleeing Eu-
ropean anti-Semitism and Nazism.

The fundamental principle held by the United Na-
tions and all the signatories of the resolution was that
the result would be a democratic constitution that
would guarantee the human rights of all its citizens
without distinction as to race, language, or religion.
On this matter alone, the two-state solution has been
an abysmal failure. The Israeli-Palestinian conflict
has claimed tens of thousands of lives, displaced mil-
lions of people, and unleashed untold destruction of

property.

The Black Church, through its leaders and political &
representation, has to urge the combatants to stop the
killing now. We must call for a diplomatic solution
to this persistent conflict that can easily escalate into
a regional war.

As we pray for the soul of Palestine, Psalms chapter
122 and verse 6 urge us to ‘Pray for peace in Jeru-
salem. May all who love this city prosper. Implicit
in any prayers for righteousness, justice, love, and

forgiveness in Jerusalem is peace for all those who call that land their A woman and children, all injured, try to get to the safety amid destruction
home, whatever their ideology, leadership, or religion. Both states of and chaos caused by Israeli airstrikes on Bureij refugee camp in Gaza
Israel and Palestine claim Jerusalem as their capital city; thus, there are

conflicting claims to sovereignty over the city, its regions, and access Photograph taken by Mustafa Hassona/Anadolu/Getty Images

to its holy sites.
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Sen. Murdock’s Open Letter
Condemning Hamas’ Attack on Israel

By Senator Natalie Murdock

I want to be clear in my unequivocal
condemnation of Hamas’ horrific and
ongoing attack against innocent Israeli
civilians. The indiscriminate murder of
Israeli people, the kidnapping, and on-
going hostage-taking of Israeli citizens
are abhorrent. Beyond the lives lost and
shattered, Hamas’ actions have trauma-
tized millions of Jews all over the world,
including those in our own community.

I know that many people right here in Durham have family and
friends who have been murdered, kidnapped or injured in these
attacks.

To my Jewish constituents: I know this has been one of the
hardest weeks you have ever experienced. Your lives will forev-
er be changed. I know that you have had to mourn while watch-
ing clips of your fellow Americans chant antisemitic slurs. I
know your social media feeds are unbearable.

I know you have had to have unimaginable conversations with
your children. I know that you feel heartbroken and unsafe. I
know that these children could have been your children. I know
that this event brings up millenniums of persecution and geno-
cide. I am a witness to your pain, and I stand in solidarity with

you. I am here to listen, and will do everything in my power to
help you be safe here in North Carolina.

To be clear - I stand firmly against Hamas, a group of violent
extremists who have sworn to kill all Jews in Israel and beyond.

This was a grotesque act of terror.

My heart aches for Palestinians in my district and abroad whose
lives will be forever changed by this week’s events. I am deeply
saddened by the scale of civilian deaths in Gaza, hundreds have
been killed, hundreds of thousands of people are currently dis-
placed, and millions are at risk in the days and weeks to come.
Millions are in dire need of food and supplies, humanitarian
assistance should be provided.

As a Black American, I understand what it means to feel this
sense of terror and dread in my body, in history, in society. Rac-
ism and antisemitism are deeply tied together. Islamophobia is
on the rise.

Our unity is the only way through.

[ wish our Jewish community a r’fuah shlemah - a complete
renewal of body and spirit - as you process this terrifying act of
terror.

In Peace and Solidarity,
Senator Natalie Murdock
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' Bishop George and Mrs. Iris Miller Battle

Re 1red Semior B‘?ﬁﬁop and jssionary Supervisor

- May God fill your life with love, joy and |

peace. May your Christmas sparkle with
moments of laughter and goodwill.
Our family wishes for you a new year full of
contentment and joy.

Have a Merry Christmas.

FOUNDED 1796
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As We/Celebrate
The Birth of Our Saviour

Bishop Marshall
H. Strickland

Elected 1992 - Retired 2004

May your best gifts this holiday
be of love, peace, Happiness.
May the Grace & Peace of our
Lord be with you.

=\
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“For unto us a child is born; unto us a
Son is given. And the government
shall be upon His shoulders. And His
name shall be called: Wonderfuli.
Counselor, Mighty God

Father, Prin

May you find peace, love,
and the true spirit of the
y Holiday Season

Bishop & Mrs. S. Chuka Eke

Elected 1988 - Retired 2012
pon .~
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Bishop & Mrs. Warten Y Brown

Elected 1996 - Retired 2012

God's Blessing UponYouand Your Family
This Holiday Season

B Bishop &Mrs. Joseph
‘ Johnson

Elected 1992 - Retired 2004
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from the Department of Records and
Research of the African Methodist
Episcopal Zion Church

GENERAL SECRETARY- AUDITOR
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From
The A.M.E. Zion Publishing House

D |

»
b ¢ Chamos Thompson
‘r :; Assistant to COO

Carla Jackson Coordinator of Publishing House
Customer Service Associate

Rev. Julius Walls, Jr.
Chief Operating Officer
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£ IN THE SPIRIT OF CHRISTMAS, WHICH IS PEAO, -
THE MIRACLE OF CHRISTMAS, WHICH IS HOPE, &
AND THE HEART OF CHRISTMAS, WHICHIS & ,-,,‘

 chief Fnancial Officer
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CHIISEMAS
. GREETINGS

FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF GLOBAL MISSIONS |I Jﬁ) A
DEPARTMENT OF THE AFRICAN METHODIST -1 =
EPISCOPAL ZION CHURCH . ":’h
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REV. DR. D.B. CANNON

Executive Director of the Department of Global Missions
K Editor-in-Chief for The Missionary Seer j
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& A HAPPY NEW YEAR

May the love, joy and peace of Christ surround
you and your families during this Christmas
season and throughout the New Year

from Rev. Patrick A. Barrett, |1
& the Christian Education Department

N
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the Department of Church Growth and Development
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Luke 2:10 - 11 (NIV)

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Rev. Dr. Eleazar Merriweather

- Administrative Board
,-x Bishop Darryl B. Starnes, Chair
£’Z il
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osmmsm OF CHURCH GROWTH & DEVEI.OPMENT
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THE A.M.E. ZION CHURCH
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e, Georee b, Nekain, jaeE

Director of Public Affairs & Social Cnn:erns -y 8
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May your Christmas sparkle with
moments of love,laughterand
goodwill, Andmay theyear ahead be full
ol contentment and joy.

Dr. & Mrs. David
Aiken, Sr. & the Zion

- Benefits Services

Inc.
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and a Happy New Ya

THE KENT FAMILY

May the joy of Christmas fill your home with love, and may the New Year
bring abundant blessings. Wishing your family peace, joy, and the light of His
‘ & word throughout the season and beyond.

Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! - John 1:29
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THE WOMEN'S HOME AND OVERSEAS MISSIONARY SOCIETY
WOULD LIKE TO WISH YOU A..

HAPPY NEW YEAR!

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and pease as you trust in

Him,
so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy
Spirit -

Tl
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"May GOD GRANT YOU PEACE AND SERENITY THIS HOLIDAY SEASON. GOOD
WILL GOOD HEALTH, AND GOOD TIDINGS FOR THE NEW YEAR T0 COME
FROM OUR CONNECTIONAL LY COUNGIL FAMLY TO YOURS, WE WiSH YOU y
DR o< ChrisTiias AND New Year." ‘

..

Y
2
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N ]AY COUNCIL
— INTERNATIONAL PRESIDENT,
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TME BISHOE, lmn.\rm  OF THE
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2zionexcellence
#acolytesamez
8 zionpride

Rev. Dr"R.]. Chandler Sr.

Director of \t't_ll_\'tl'L%
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OFFICIAL ANNOUNCEMENT
Notice of Vacancy

FOUNDED 1796

The Board of Connectional Trustees of The A.M.E.
Zion Church announces the retirement of the Execu-
tive Director of Zion Benefits Services.

The Search Committee for Zion Benefits Services will
begin the process of interviewing candidates for the
position of Executive Director.

The ideal candidate will possess the following quali-
fications:

« Bachelor's degree from an accredited college or
university

« Ten-plus years of experience in the financial ser-
vices industry

« Series 6 and 7 licenses
« Five-plus years senior management experience

« Experience handling revenue in excess of 2.5 mil-
lion dollars

« Able to pass a background check.

, ZION BENEFITS SERVICES INC,

Satisfactory Credit Score

« Knowledge of A.M.E. Zion Church Discipline, gov-
ernance, and Polity a plus.

« Three references from previous colleagues, one
of which should be a direct supervisor. If a mem-
ber of The A.M.E. Zion Church, recommendations
from their Pastor, Presiding Elder, and Presiding
Bishop.

The Executive Director will serve on the General Offi-
cers Team as a collaborative partner and report to the
Chair of the Board of Connectional Trustees.

All inquiries must be made to the Office of the Gen-
eral Secretary-Auditor by filling out the application
packet at https://www.ameziongsa.com/general-offi-
cers by (January 15, 2024).

For further information, contact Dr. Kay Gabriel in the Of-
fice of the General Secretary-Auditor at kaygabriel@amezi-
on.org or (704) 688-2574.
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION DEPARTMENT
AME ZION CHURCH
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THE GREAT
.

5 By

ANGE

Bishop Sherman Blandon
Dr. Otis T. McMillan * Dr. Danielle Brown
Rev. Nathaniel Cox - John P. Kee

[

register at
bitly/Truthville2023

Rev. Patrick Barrett ||, Gen. Secretary
Bishop Dennis V. Proctor, Board Chair
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& Happy Uew Year

“For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given:
and the government shall be upon his shoulder:
and his name shall be called Wonderful,
Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting
Father, The Prince of Peace” (Isaiah 9:6).

REV. DR. ANTHONY N_
WITHERSPGON
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FOR UNTO US A CHILD IS BORN. UNTO /
US A SON IS GIVEN: AND THE
GOVERNMENT SHALL BE UPON HIS
SHOULDER: AND HIS NAME SHALL BE
CALLED WONDERFUL, COUNSELLOR,
THE MIGHTY GOD, THE EVERLASTING
FATHER, THE PRINGE OF PEACE.
ISAIAH 9:6

REV,DR.

EVALINA HUGGINS 4

EPISCOPAL CANDIDATE

'FOR MORE INFO VISIT: HUGGINS4BISHOP2024.COM
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May the love and joy of Christ fill your hearts
and minds during this Christmas season,
Wishing you a blessed Christmas & Happy

- Mew Year,

R

II’

PRESIDING ELDER & FIRST LADY - "LOVING™ LONG ISLAND DISTRICT




48 STkR-Z 10N

LITTLE 4. ROCK
A.M.E. 7Zion Church

Excellence In Ministry:

TOuETHER, WE G2N...

Ephesians 4:11-16
Dr. Dwayne A. Walker, Pastor

%«7/
WM
M/(/WW

that Jesus brings be yours
today and always!

Rev. Dr. & Mrs. Dwayne A. Walker
and the Little Rock Church family

A SAVIOR, WHO IS CHRIST THE LORD ﬁ‘u‘ﬁfﬂ o~
LUKE 2:11

~ EXCELLENCE IN MINISTRY
"\ 401 NORTH MCDOWELL STREET, CHARLOTTE, NC 28204
| (704) 334-3782 | WWW.LITTLEROCKAMEZION.ORG
: DR. DWAYNE A. WALKER, PASTOR
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The Detro;t Western Mlchlgan Dls'trl
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P.E. Dwight & Mrs. Mia Gutridge

St. Paul, Detroit, John Wesley, Southfield, Lomax Temple,

+St. Paul, Toledo, St. Luke, Greater St. Peter, Blackwell, Clinton Chape
Metropolitan, St. Peter, Walls Memorial Chapel, Calvary,
. Legget Chapel, Hilliard Chapel, John Wesley, Muskegon

For Unto Us A Child Is Born, Unto Us A Son Is Given
- (Isaiah 9:6
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“FOR UNTO US A CHILD IS BORN, UNTO US A SON
[§ GIVEN; AND THE GOVERNMENT SHALL BE UPON
HIS SHOULDERY”
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Wishing Youa —~ *

~ Joyous Holiday Season
~and a New Year filled with
Peace & Happiness

Rev. Dr. Stephen W. Pogue & Lady Iris Pogue

Greater Centennial A.M.E.Zion Church _
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There's a miracle en the cerner of 12th and Orango
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MAPSON’FOR BISHOP.
x Shehosa PLAN forZion!
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Continued Blessings of peace
during this season of Advent,
Christmas, and the coming year!

Love

Dr. Daran & Rev. Lynn Mitchell
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WE WANT TO/WISH

OuRr ZioN FamiLy

For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall

Ee upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counse[[or,
S c Tﬁe mlgﬁty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of LPeaca N
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NIVERSITY

AME Zion Church

REACH | CARE | GROW

From Pastor Kaloma A. Smith, First Lady Larmé Smith,
Henry William Maurice Smith, and the entire
' Unlver5|ty Church Famlly




8
&
4z
2 S
as
=¥
> T
2 Q
25
=z >
T
=

TR RS S o

S Amﬂ@@ TR

R e e ey

TOGETHER,

FOR BISHOP 2024

WE ARE STRENGTH FOR:
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Bles\sed Christmas &
New Year to my Zion Family
Dr. Victor C. Wilson
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"GLORY TO GOD IN THE HIGHEST, AND ON EARTH PEACE, “3( .
GOODWILL TOWARD MEN." - LUKE 2:14 NKJV

i -t |

REV. DR. . ALFRED CARSON
MRS. DORIAN M. CARSON
ALEXANDRIA AND ALEXIS CARSON




