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It's time to spread and share peace, love, and positivity among friends & family. 
We hope you enjoy our Annual Christmas Greetings Issue for the holiday season…
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By The Star of Zion News

The African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church, one of 
the nation’s oldest  African-American denominations, has 
been awarded a $1.25-million grant from Lilly Endow-
ment Inc. 

Continuing in the heralded legacy of its founder, Bishop 
James Varick, world-renowned abolitionist prognostica-
tors Frederick Douglas, Harriet Tubman, and Sojourner 
Truth, and steeped in the rich tradition of liberation and 
justice, as “The Freedom Church,” the grant seeks to as-
sist the Denomination in leading preachers to recapture 

the art of relevant, compelling, and contextual preaching 
to its congregations and communities.  

The African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church is one 
of 81 organizations being funded through the competi-
tive round of Lilly Endowment’s Compelling Preaching 
Initiative.

The grant will be housed and facilitated through the Of-
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fi ce of the General Secretary-Auditor, The 
Reverend Dr. J. Elvin Sadler, and assisted 
by the Rev. Dr. Dominique A. Robinson. 
Dr. Sadler, the Program Director, states, 
“The A.M.E. Zion Church has been 
blessed with a rich tapestry of prophetic 
preachers, who have helped to shape the 
landscape for communities during some 
of the most critical times in our nation’s 
past, and we look forward to recapturing 
this rich legacy, as we chart the course of 
preaching for future generations. We are 
grateful to Lilly Endowment for honoring 
us with this opportunity!”

Dr. Robinson further states: “It is a tre-
mendous honor, opportunity, and sacred 
responsibility to contribute to the rich 
legacies and cultural signifi cance of Afri-
can American preaching and the prophetic 
witness of The African Methodist Episco-
pal Zion Church. I am elated and committed to stewarding this grant as 
Program Manager. This project aims to educate, equip, and empower 
Zion preachers through rigorous scholarship, research, collaboration, 
and engagement while ensuring our role in maintaining, shaping, and 
building the landscape of contemporary Black preaching and inspiring 
generations of communities to come.” Bishop Eric L. Leake, Chair-
man of the Administrative Board, Records, Statistics and Archives, 
and the Offi  ce of the General Secretary-Auditor, states: “Preaching is 

a sacred and special call for the men and women 
of God! Therefore, this is a great, awesome, and 
timely opportunity for The A.M.E. Zion Church to 
receive the Compelling Preaching Initiative grant! 
This grant will help preachers in every generation to 
sharpen the skills, gifts, and ministry of preaching in 
times like these. In this season, it is important that 
the tradition of preaching, in the African American 
tradition, through the gospel of Jesus Christ, be held 
in high esteem! How exciting!”

Capturing the spirit of prolifi c denominational voic-
es of the past, such as Bishops J.W. Hood, Alfred 
Gilbert Dunston, George Junius Leake, Charles H. 
Foggie, W. Darin Moore, and the Reverend Drs. 
Richard Council, Ocie Brown, and William O. Car-
rington, who Dr. Gardner C. Taylor said was one of 
the greatest preachers he had ever heard, the grant 
will seek to recapture the spirit of such prolifi c gi-
ants while providing new methods for preaching to 
ever-evolving cultures through national and regional 

events, mentoring and preaching labs, to shape further the art form of 
compelling preaching in an ever-evolving culture. This will be done by 
off ering training on the connectional and episcopal levels, establish-
ing peer preaching cohorts, and making resources accessible through 
multi-media platforms for homiletical development. 

For further information, please contact the Offi  ce of the General Sec-
retary-Auditor at KayGabriel@AMEZion.org.

By The Star of Zion

October 8, 2023, was a special day for Campbell Chapel AME Zion 
Church, Bloomfi eld, Kentucky. It observed “Harriet McElvaney Day” 
with a program of tributes, accolades, presentations, and proclamations 
as it observed the accomplishments of its fi rst female pastor in its 148-
year history. Mrs. Janice Stivers served as the Mistress of Ceremony.

Rev. McElvaney was also honored by people from all over the Kentucky 
Conference as they acknowledged over 60 years of service as a musician, 
Christian Educator, teacher, and pastor. 

The guest speaker of the hour was Rev. Erich V. Shumake, Pastor of 
Taylortown AME Zion Church and Presiding Elder of the Bardstown 
District, Kentucky Conference. His sermon was taken from James 2:19-
29, 26, A Faith That Makes A Diff erence. This was attested to by many 
people of the Kentucky Conference, including a letter, read by Ms. Can-
dice Lewis of Campbell Chapel, from Bishop and Mrs. Michael Angelo 
Frencher, who said in part, “Thank you, Campbell Chapel, for setting 
aside this day to honor this woman of God who has blessed so many 
people in so many ways.”

Words of appreciation were also given by Rev. Dr. O. Lacy Evans, Pre-
siding Elder of the Louisville District, Rev. Tanisha Durrett-Simpson, 
Rev. George Phillips, Rev. James C. Tutt (Presiding Elder Emeritus), 
Rev. Charles Mitchell of Mt. Zion Baptist Church, Mr. Leo Stivers, 
Preachers Steward of Campbell Chapel, Mr. & Mrs. Bill McReynolds 
(Zion Temple, Madisonville, KY) and Mrs. Lula Howard, who chroni-
cled her journey starting at Stoner Memorial AME Zion Church playing 
for the Youth Choir at the age of 12.  

The Taylortown Choir beautifully sang “Great Is Your Name” and “He’s 

Done Enough,” very appro-
priate for this occasion.

Rev. Carolyn Thompson, 
current Pastor of Campbell 
Chapel, read a proclama-
tion from Governor Andy 
Beshear, of the State of 
Kentucky honoring Rev. 
McElvaney as a Kentucky 
Colonel, the highest hon-
or given to lay persons in 
Kentucky. She said in part, 
“I can’t fi ll Rev. Mac’s 
shoes, but I’m bringing new 
shoes to Campbell Chapel.”  

In her closing remarks, Rev. 
McElvaney stated she was 
humbly appreciative of this 
honor, but in everything, 
she has tried to be obedi-
ent to the Lord who placed her in this service. She attested to the words 
of Andre’ Crouch, “Just let me live my life, let it be pleasing, Lord, to 
Thee;  And if I gain any praise, let it go to Calvary.”  Rev. McElvaney 
retired from active pastoring in June 2023 after Campbell Chapel hosted 
the 157th Session of the Kentucky Annual Conference. It was a joyous 
occasion with all praise, honor, and glory going to our Almighty God for 
all He has done!

CAMPBELL CHAPEL HONORS ITS 
FIRST FEMALE PASTOR
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Celebrate Clinton College’s First Certifi cate 
in Ministry Studies Graduates

By Dr. Alvin McLamb

In the Fall of 2020, in the 
midst of the COVID-19 
pandemic, the Presiding 
Elder of New York City 
District, Rev. Dr. A. Alfred 
Carson, Rev. Dr. Marvin 
Hooks, and Rev. Dr. Quavon 
Newton, began a collabora-
tion with President Lester 
A. McCorn and members of 
his Cabinet on the idea of an 
accredited course of study for ministers in District Studies in the A.M.E. 
Zion Church.  Dr. Reginald Broadnax, the then Division Chair for Reli-
gious Studies, was also instrumental in identifying and designing the most 
relevant course of study for the program.  This collaboration gave birth to 
the fi rst online program to enable ministers to take college-level courses, 
earn a certifi cate, and then use those credit hours towards an Associate’s 
or Bachelor’s Degree in Religious Studies. 

Two of the three students to be to complete all course requirements and 
earn the fi rst-ever Certifi cate of Ministry Studies Degree from Clinton 
College came from the New York District of the North Eastern Episcopal 

District.  They were Tamiko Coleman, an associate minister at St. Peter’s 
A.M.E. Zion Church, and Derek Scott, an associate minister at Calvary 
A.M.E. Zion Church.  On Saturday, October 28th, Dr. McLamb presented 
them with their Certifi cate during the North Eastern Episcopal District’s 
combined Check-up Meeting at Cross Street A.M.E. Zion Church, Mid-
dletown, CT.  

As a result of the collaboration to start a Certifi cate in Ministry Studies 
Program for District ministers, Clinton College now also off ers a Certifi -
cate in Pastoral Leadership and Development for ministers in Conference 
Studies and a Certifi cate in Educational Ministry for the Laity of the 

Church.  Additionally, Clin-
ton College off ers Associ-
ate and Bachelor Degrees 
in Religious Studies and 
Business Administration, 
an Associate Degree in Arts 
and Early Childhood, as 
well as several additional 
certifi cates in Business.  All 
of these programs are fully 
online and taught by expe-
rienced college professors, 
several of whom are mem-
bers of The A.M.E. Zion 
Church.  

For more information on all of Clinton College’s online programs, go to 
clintoncollege.edu or contact Dr. Alvin McLamb at amclamb@clintoncol-
lege.edu or call (803) 909-8181. 
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Rev. Dr. Allison Lee
Social Justice Editor

SocialJustice@StarOfZion.org

By Rev. Allison N. Lee, Ed.D., MTS

“A victory for me is a victory for the 
students in CMS. We will continue 
to improve the outcomes for students 
within the school system.” – Rev. Dr. 
Monty Witherspoon

On Tuesday, November 7, 
2023, Charlotte native Rev. Dr. Monty 
Witherspoon was elected to the Char-
lotte-Mecklenburg Schools (CMS) 
Board of Education. Dr. Witherspoon 
is a newcomer to the CMS Board, 
blazing the trail as he took one of the 
top spots in a race of 14 candidates 
and came in with 12.4% of the vote. 
Witherspoon was elected alongside 
Liz Monterrey, who also came in with 
12.4% of the vote, and incumbent 
Lenora Shipp, who led the vote with 
14.75%.

Although Witherspoon is new to the 
CMS Board of Education, he is a 
lifelong proponent of learning. Having 
matriculated through the K-12 sys-
tem and having earned a Bachelor of 
Arts in Religious Studies from Zion’s 
chief institution, Livingstone College, 
a Master of Divinity from the More-
house School of Religion at the Inter-
denominational Theological Center, 
and a Doctorate from Drew University, 
Dr. Witherspoon has long been in spac-
es that speak to and directly developed 
his passion for critical thinking and 
instruction. Dr. Witherspoon is an 
advocate for education reform and is 
a regular participant in conversations 
that deal with policy and education. In 
the community, he is a member of the 
Black Political Caucus and Omega Psi 
Phi Fraternity, Incorporated.

Believing that opportunity and school-
ing should be accessible to all students, 
Dr. Witherspoon offered himself to the 
students, parents, and educators of the 
Charlotte-Mecklenburg School Sys-
tem in order to take an active part in 
helping each student to graduate high 
school either prepared to attend an in-
stitution of higher learning, or join the 
workforce “with a quality education in 
a safe learning environment regardless 
of their zip code.” 

Inequity in the school system has long been a concern within the 
American model of education. Geographical location – which is 
often related to socio-economic status and/or culture - has since the 
beginning of time dictated the type of school students have attended, 
quality of textbooks, instruction received, funding offered, and oppor-
tunities available. Renowned civil rights activist and the president and 
founder of the National Action Network (NAN), Al Sharpton stated, 

There’s no reason why children in inner cities or rural areas do not re-
ceive the same quality education or opportunities as those in suburbs 
or wealthy neighborhoods. If we truly believe in giving all citizens 
a chance to pursue happiness and pursue their goals, then we cannot 
continue to marginalize entire groups of people. 

Having heard about the disparities taking place in the school system 
and upon reflection regarding personal experience, Dr. Witherspoon 
ran on the platform of:

•	 Student Achievement: Providing every student with a quality 
education regardless of Zip Code

•	 Safe Learning Environments: Developing strategies to create 
safe learning environments for every student

•	 Support for Teachers: Working conditions and staffing structures 
that promote effective teaching and professional growth

•	 Strong Community Coalitions: Partnering with community 
stakeholders and community service providers to help meet stu-
dent needs and

Witherspoon Wins School Board 
Election
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•	 System-wide Accountability and Transparency: Building 
trust through openness with regard to board business and deci-
sion.

In addition to being a dedicated advocate for education, a hus-
band, father, and community leader, Dr. Witherspoon is the pas-
tor of the Steele Creek AME Zion Church seated squarely within 
Charlotte, NC. When asked about the intersection of education and 
ministry, Dr. Witherspoon stated, I see my new role with the school 
board as an extension of my role as a pastor. I have been involved 
in the community and as an educational advocate for years. Now, I 
have a chance to serve on a new level as the voice for the kids in my 
congregation and their parents. I see this as a unique opportunity 
and a continuation of the work that I already do in conjunction with 
the Steele Creek congregation. Our church has helped with housing 
transitions, supported families that have clothing and school supply 
needs, adopted two schools, and we coordinated with a local school 
guidance counselor to serve where and when needed.

In looking ahead, Dr. Witherspoon shared that the Church can start 
to get involved in three ways:

1. Get involved in the voting process – register, vote, and volun-
teer.

2. Educational Advocates – “We need every church to have at least 
one educational advocate who can help parents and folks in 
the community to navigate their respective school district. You 
don’t have to go to a high-poverty school. There are parents who 
are affl  uent and do not know how to navigate the school system 
with suspensions, curriculum, etc. Educational advocates in the 
church make a diff erence.

3. Presence – “Congregations need to get involved more by showing 

up at meetings (school board, PTA, etc.) and being a presence. It 
says a lot when we show that we are invested in the education of 
our children.”

Witherspoon is to serve a four-year term and will be sworn in on                                               
December 12, 2023.

Is God Calling You for More?Is God Calling You for More?
Saint Paul School of Theology is educating 
tomorrow’s leaders by offering on-campus, 
online and hybrid learning courses on a FLEXible 
schedule. Grounded in Christ, we are shaping 
leaders to make the difference.

913-253-5084
Discover More!Discover More!

spst.edu
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Rev. Dierdre’ R. Parker-Rowson                         
Entertainment & The Arts Editor

Entertainment_Arts@StarofZion.org

By Rev. Dierdre Parker, Entertainment & the Arts Editor

Music is an important part of any worship experience. It can shift the 
atmosphere from chaotic to consecrated.   Music prepares our hearts 
in a unique way for communion with God. Music, especially singing, 
allows a part of our hearts to speak to God through the only instru-
ment that is not man-made.  Our human voices.   Singing allows us to 
express our love for God with our entire being.  It soothes our spirits 
and draws us closer to each other in corporate settings. 

Music is a part of who we are as Zion Methodists.  This is especial-
ly evident in the way we prepare for our Annual Conferences.  The 
preparation of music is as important as making sure that the fried 
chicken is crispy and juicy for lunch.

I recently came across a fl yer on Facebook that was essentially an 
all-call for singers and musicians to form a combined choir for the 
North Carolina Annual Conference.  Because I love good music, and 
because I miss singing in the choir anyway, I decided to reach out to 
the organizer of the rehearsal to discuss what preparing music for an 
annual conference is like.

I met with the director of the combined choir, Mrs. Carole Downing, 
and some of the other members of the choir and had the opportunity 
to ask them a few questions about what music as worship means to 
them.

SOZ: Mrs. Carole, how important is music ministry to you?

Carole Downing: Music ministry is very important to me.  I’ve 
grown up with music all my life.  I’ve always been in the church, the 
youth choir, the young adult choir, and the adult choir.    I started tak-
ing piano lessons at the age of nine and learned how to read music.  
At the age of fourteen, I started going around to diff erent churches 
playing the piano.  They would pick me up and take me to church-
es in the James City area until I got my license in chorus and in the 
band.  I just had my 40th class reunion, and I still have my clarinet 
from 40 years ago.  I don’t play it anymore, but I still have it. So I’ve 
been doing music all my life. 

SOZ:  What about you, Ms. Wanda?  How important is music 
ministry in your life?

Wanda Poole:  It is very important to me.  My mother always 
dragged us around with her when she sang, so it’s embedded in me.  
That’s something that she always liked to do.  

Songs of Preparation
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And I started out in the children’s choir.  When I 
moved back home, I came back and joined the choir.  
I love music.  I play seven instruments.

SOZ: Seven?  Oh, wow!

Wanda Poole:  Yes, seven. They’re all woodwinds.  
I was a music major when I fi rst started college, but 
then I changed.  But I’m strictly instrumental, not 
vocal.

Mrs. Laurean Wilson also joined us while she was 
doing her hair.  This is a testament to the dedication 
of these ladies to make sure that the worship expe-
rience was what it needed to be for all of those who 
attended this annual conference.  They each have 
other pursuits but are dedicated to making sure that 
the ministry of music is truly ministry and not mere-
ly entertainment.

SOZ:  Ms. Lorean, how important is music ministry 
to you?

Ms. Lorean:  It is very important, especially now 
as a minister myself.  I preached this past Sunday, 
and the soloist sang a song that was right in line with 
what I preached. 

This was such a lovely discussion with these ladies 
about the songs that help to usher us into worship.  
Songs like “Oh, how I love Jesus,” and” Lord I’m 
Available to you,” or just the refrain  “Oh come let 
us Adore Him.”  There is something about the lyrics 
of these songs that reminds us of the faithfulness of 
God.  They wrap us in the comfort of God’s love and 
God’s presence.  They remind us that He rejoices 
over us with singing, and we can join together in the 
spirit, and for that moment, we become one with the 
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Bishop Joseph Johnson (Retired)
45 Awesome Ridge, Garner, NC 27529
Ph: (704) 877-9646
Email: djjj85@windstream.net

Bishop Marshall H. Strickland (Retired)
2000 Cedar Circle Drive, Baltimore, MD 21228
Ph: (410) 744-7330
Fax: (410) 788-5510

Bishop Nathaniel Jarrett (Retired)
18031 South Pheasant Lake Drive, Tinley Park, IL 60477
Ph: (708) 802-9873

Email: rtrevjr@aol.com

Bishop George W. Walker Sr. (Retired)
3654 Poplar Road, Flossmoor, IL 60422
Ph: (708) 799-5599 Fax: (708) 799-5584
Email: gwalker047@aol.com

Bishop S. Chuka Ekemam Sr. (Retired)
P.O. Box 1149, Owerri, Imo State, Nigeria 
Tel: +234-803-213-3767 or +234-803-301-8280 
Email: bishopamezng@yahoo.com or

schukaekemamsr@gmail.com

Bishop Warren M. Brown (Retired)
4010 Castile Square, Austell, GA 30106
Ph: (678) 574-2725
Email: brownamez@aol.com

Bishop George E. Battle Jr. (Retired)
18403 Dembridge Drive, Davidson, NC 28036
Ph: (704)-895-2236 (H) (704)-332-7600 
Email: bishop84senior@yahoo.com

1. Bishop Kenneth Monroe
EASTERN NORTH CAROLINA EPISCOPAL DISTRICT

O�  ce: P.O. Box 1167, Fuquay Varina, NC 27526
O�  ce: (919) 554-8994; Fax: (919) 556-6049
Email: encedistrict@gmail.com
District includes: Albermarle, Cape Fear, Central North Carolina, 

North Carolina, Virgin Islands
Mrs. Sheila W. Monroe, Missionary Supervisor

2. Bishop Darryl B. Starnes, Sr.
PIEDMONT EPISCOPAL DISTRICT

3225 West Sugar Creek Road, Charlotte, NC 28269
Ph: 704-904-9817 Fax: 704-599-0485 
Email: BishopDBStarnes@aol.com

District includes: Blue Ridge, West Central North Carolina, 
Western North Carolina, Jamaica (all divisions)

Mrs. Camille C. Starnes, Missionary Supervisor

3. Bishop Dennis V. Proctor
NORTH EASTERN EPISCOPAL DISTRICT

8369 Governor Grayson Way, Ellicott City, MD 21043
Ph: (410) 418-4364 Fax: (410) 418-5834
Email: BishopProctor@aol.com
District includes: New England, New Jersey, New York, 

Western New York, Bahamas and London-Midland
Mrs. D. Diane Proctor, Missionary Supervisor

4. Bishop Mildred B. Hines (Deceased)
SOUTH ATLANTIC EPISCOPAL DISTRICT

O�  ce address: 5115 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 620, Los Angeles, CA 90036
Mailing address:  P.O. Box 10272, Rock Hill, SC 29730
Ph: (323) 930-7862; Mobile: (323) 559-0098
Email: bishopmildred.hines@gmail.com

District includes: Georgia, Palmetto, Pee Dee, South Carolina, South Korea
Mrs. Lovetta J. Holmes, Missionary Supervisor

5. Bishop W. Darin Moore
MID-ATLANTIC EPISCOPAL DISTRICT

O�  ce: 9701 Apollo Drive - Suite 245, Largo, MD 20774
Ph: (301) 322-3866; Fax: (301) 322-3862
Email: o�  ce@amezma.org; bishop@amezma.org

District includes: Allegheny, East Tennessee-Virginia, Ohio, 
Philadelphia-Baltimore, Virginia, Barbados, Guyana-Suriname, St. Vincent

Mrs. Devieta Moore, Missionary Supervisor

6. Bishop Seth O. Lartey
CENTRAL SOUTHERN AFRICA EPISCOPAL DISTRICT

2361 Olivet Church Rd, Winston-Salem, NC 27106
Ph: (336) 529-8496 
District includes: East Angola, West Angola, South Africa, Zimbabwe, 
Malawi, Mozambique, Namibia  

Mrs. Jacqueline Inez Williams-Lartey, Missionary Supervisor

7. Bishop Michael Angelo Frencher, Sr.
MIDWEST EPISCOPAL DISTRICT

2935 Shady View Drive, High Point, NC 27265
Cell: (336)-312-8245 Fax:  (336)-886-4300
Email: bishopmafrencher@gmail.com
District includes: Indiana, Kentucky, Michigan, Missouri, Tennessee,

Trinidad-Tobago
Mrs. Gelenia Aaron Frencher, Missionary Supervisor

8. Bishop George Crenshaw
ALABAMA-FLORIDA EPISCOPAL DISTRICT
3605 Sandy Plains Road, Suite 240-238, Marietta GA 30066
Ph:  706-633-4801 O�  ce: 334-269-6365; Email: bishopgdcrenshaw@aol.com
District includes: Alabama, North Alabama, South Alabama, Central Alabama,

West Alabama; Cahaba, Florida, S. Florida, Rwanda, 
Burundi, Uganda, North Kivu, South Kivu 

Mrs. Laurenna Crenshaw, Missionary Supervisor
9. Bishop Hilliard Dogbe
WESTERN WEST AFRICA EPISCOPAL DISTRICT

West Africa Address: A.M.E. Zion Church Episcopal Residence/O�  ce; 
P.O. Box GP 22220, Accra, Ghana  /  Aggrey Memorial A.M.E. Zion Church, 
P.O. Box MP 522, Mamprobi-Accra, Ghana, West Africa
O�  ce: 233-30-703-0241 Cell: 233-24-782-2440 
Email: hdogbe@hotmail.com bishopwwa@gmail.com

District includes: North Ghana, West Ghana, Mid-Ghana, Liberia, East Ghana, 
Cote D’Ivoire and Togo; Mrs. Cynthia Dogbe, Missionary Supervisor

10. Bishop U. U. E�  ong
EASTERN WEST AFRICA EPISCOPAL DISTRICT

O�  ce: Anderson Memorial A.M.E Zion Church, Diamond Hill, Calabar 
Annex/Postal: 57 School Road, Satellite Town, Calabar, Cross River State,  Nigeria 
Ph: +234 803 6765 479 Email: e�  ong_uduak@yahoo.com
District includes: Nigeria, Central Nigeria, Rivers Nigeria, Lagos-West Nigeria, 

Mainland Nigeria, Northern Nigeria, Cross River Nigeria, South-Eastern Nigeria, 
Southern and Akwa Nigeria, Port Harcourt
Mrs. Promise E�  ong, Missionary Supervisor
11. Bishop Brian R. Thompson, Sr.

WESTERN EPISCOPAL DISTRICT
O�  ce: 5760 Yadkin Rd, Fayetteville, NC 28303 
Ph: (916) 270-6700 
Email: bishopthompson106@gmail.com
District includes: Alaska, Arizona, California, Colorado, 

Oregon-Washington, and Southwest Rocky Mountains
Rev. Felica Thompson, Missionary Supervisor

12. Bishop Eric L. Leake
SOUTH WESTERN DELTA EPISCOPAL DISTRICT

Episcopal Residence: 123 Sage� eld Square, Canton, Mississippi 39046
Residence: 1529 Tina Lane, Flossmoor, IL 60422
Ph: (708) 724-3017 Email: bishopericleake@gmail.com
District Includes: Arkansas, India, Oklahoma, Louisiana, 

South Mississippi, Texas, and West Tennessee-Mississippi, India
Mrs. Jean McMurray-Leake, Missionary Supervisor
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Ph: (704) 636-7611; Fax: (704) 636-7685
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 Bishop Uduak U. Effiong & Mrs. Promise C. Effiong

    Presiding Prelate & Missionary Supervisor

Eastern West Africa Episcopal District (Nigeria)

““IInn  HHiimm  wwaass  lliiffee;;  aanndd  tthhee  lliiffee  

wwaass  tthhee  lliigghhtt  ooff  mmeenn””  ((JJoohhnn  11  ::44))..

Merry Christmas

&

Prosperous New Year
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Dana G. Stilley                                                
Financial Freedom Editor                      
FinancialFreedom@StarOfZion.org

Give the Gift of                                      
Financial Freedom

By Dana Stilley, Financial Freedom Editor

The Christmas season is upon us! Christians across the world look for-
ward to a wonderful Christmas Day with family and friends, celebrat-
ing the gift of Jesus Christ. Often called the most wonderful time of 
the year, the hustle and bustle of the season brings excitement, hope, 
joy, and peace. In preparation for Christmas Day, countless hours are 
spent preparing guest lists and menus and searching for the ‘perfect’ 
gift for our loved ones– a gift that reflects our true admiration and 
love.  
 
On average, a person spends approximately $1,000 each year on gifts, 
food, and holiday decorations during the Christmas season. Most of 
the funds are spent on gifts, with gift cards and money topping the 
chart as the most popular. Gift cards have grown in popularity over 
recent years as purchasers are fond of giving the recipient the oppor-
tunity to make a purchase of their choice at a time when they want to. 
Gift cards eliminate concerns about choosing the wrong gift. Gone are 
worries about whether the recipient needs or likes the gift and whether 
it is the right size, color, or style. For those reasons, giving gift cards 

seems to be money well spent. However, a recent report by Credit 
Summit highlighted that 67% of consumers in the United States have 
at least one unspent gift card. Moreover, the total amount of unspent 
money on gift cards equates to approximately $21 billion.  
 
Instead of purchasing additional gift cards this season, perhaps you 
will consider one of these options instead:

 
•Begin a small savings account or a college for a child 
•Purchase a US savings bond 
•Open a small investment account and teach about long-term investing 
•Invest in share(s) of a stock or mutual fund 
 
Building wealth through saving and investing generally helps one 
reach the time in their life when there is enough to provide adequately 
for the household and to give generously and joyfully to God’s work. 
In this season of giving, consider giving a gift that promotes financial 
freedom.
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Livingstone College’s Athletic 
Hall of Fame

By Star of Zion News

The 2023 Athletic Hall of Fame, a celebration of 
Livingstone College, had a surprisingly unique dose 
of fame added to its listing of homecoming events. On 
Saturday, October 21st, at the School of Hospitality 
Management and Culinary Arts, former Livingstone 
athletes gathered with their family and friends for 
brunch, honoring fi ve alumni who exhibited extraordi-
nary athletic skills during their years of performance. 
Hosted by former athlete and assistant 2000 CIAA 
Championship women’s basketball coach Dr. Kellee Watkins, the di-
vision of athletics under the leadership of Clifton Huff  honored the 
All-American 4x400 relay team: Denise Brown Ferguson, Sharonda An-
derson, Tiff any Forbes Percentie, and Yolanda Faye Morgan. A special 
recognition for alumnus and Salisbury police offi  cer Lieutenant Corey 
Brooks was presented on behalf of his heroic eff orts demonstrated in 
saving a citizen from a burning vehicle earlier in the year.

In addition to the four women of track and fi eld and offi  -
cer the audience came to celebrate, guests were pleasantly 
surprised with the presence of former Duke University 
college standout and NBA professional Zion Williamson of 
the New Orleans Pelicans. There to support his mother, 
Sharonda Anderson, Zion enthusiastically met and engaged 
with alumni and friends, elevating the level of exceptional 
athleticism to the event. Zion’s father, Lateef Williamson, 
was also a college standout as a member of the Living-
stone College 1997 and 1998 CIAA Championship football 
teams. Referencing her positive Livingstone College expe-
rience, noting the support of coaches and friends, Anderson 

stated she realized the rest of the sports world could be the opposite of 
her undergraduate experience. She explained, “Navigating media is a 
diffi  cult task,” and thanked Livingstone College for its love.

President Anthony J. Davis thanked the inductees for committing to their 
alma mater and challenged them to build a greater legacy for future Blue 
Bears through recruitment and donorship.



25World Politics

Rev. Ronald Nathan                                 
World Politics Editor 
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Struggle for the Soul of                 
Palestine

By Rev. Ronald A. Nathan, World Politics Editor

There is no justification for the slaughter of one thousand four hundred 
Israelis and the kidnapping of two hundred innocent people from Israel 
by Hamas fighters on October 7, 2023.  Israel’s reaction based on the 
natural and international law of self-defence is warranted.  However, the 
world community has a part to play in the reduction of excessive force 
being used in the Gaza Strip, whether it is done in the name of self-de-
fence or in a fit of revenge. At present, the death toll is heading towards 
tens of thousands, including the death of 4,104 children in Gaza. That is 
where we are at at this very moment, and that should be where this con-
flict should stop. 

The idea that the solution to Israel’s national security problems is the 
total annihilation of the political, military, economic, and social fabric of 
the Palestine state is totally unwarranted and wrong.

The Black Church has to raise its voice and articulate its views for a 
cessation of fire and the immediate return of hostages and opening up of 
routes for the unhindered delivery of humanitarian aid.  It is important, 
however, that we be mindful that ideas associated with the historical Is-
rael of the Old Testament influence our assessment of the current Israe-
li-Palestinian conflict.  For example, it is critical that we are aware of 
the probable bias that comes with holding the liberation motif associated 
with the Exodus story and Egyptian slavery as we consider the current 
Israeli-Hamas conflict.

It behooves us to recognise that the international community has as much 
to do with this longstanding conflict as Hamas fighters and the Israeli 
army. The British colonial foreign policy reflected in the Balfour Declara-
tion and mandate of 1923 and the United Nations’ adoption of Resolution 
181 in 1948, which called for the partition of Palestine into Arab and 
Jewish states, implicates the international community.

Both of these decisions changed forever the demo-
graphics of the population of the region and justified 
the British confiscation of Palestinian lands, which 
were then handed over to Jewish settlers fleeing Eu-
ropean anti-Semitism and Nazism.

 The fundamental principle held by the United Na-
tions and all the signatories of the resolution was that 
the result would be a democratic constitution that 
would guarantee the human rights of all its citizens 
without distinction as to race, language, or religion.  
On this matter alone, the two-state solution has been 
an abysmal failure.  The Israeli-Palestinian conflict 
has claimed tens of thousands of lives, displaced mil-
lions of people, and unleashed untold destruction of 
property.

The Black Church, through its leaders and political 
representation, has to urge the combatants to stop the 
killing now.  We must call for a diplomatic solution 
to this persistent conflict that can easily escalate into 
a regional war. 

As we pray for the soul of Palestine, Psalms chapter 
122 and verse 6 urge us to ‘Pray for peace in Jeru-
salem. May all who love this city prosper. Implicit 
in any prayers for righteousness, justice, love, and 
forgiveness in Jerusalem is peace for all those who call that land their 
home, whatever their ideology, leadership, or religion.  Both states of 
Israel and Palestine claim Jerusalem as their capital city; thus, there are 
conflicting claims to sovereignty over the city, its regions, and access 
to its holy sites. 

Peace, however, is more than the absence of violence and the presence of 
security in the state of Israel.  Peace is an ongoing experience of harmony 
between families, neighbours, and nations. A prayer for peace in Israel, 
therefore, is also a prayer for Palestinian well-being and prosperity.

Destruction of the Palestine Tower in Gaza following an Israeli airstrike. Photo 
by Palestinian News & Information Agency (Wafa) in contract with APAimages, CC 
BY-SA 3.0, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=138775579

A woman and children, all injured, try to get to the safety amid destruction 
and chaos caused by Israeli airstrikes on Bureij refugee camp in Gaza

Photograph taken by Mustafa Hassona/Anadolu/Getty Images
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Sen. Murdock’s Open Letter                       
Condemning Hamas’ Attack on Israel

By Senator Natalie Murdock

I want to be clear in my unequivocal 
condemnation of Hamas’ horrific and 
ongoing attack against innocent Israeli 
civilians. The indiscriminate murder of 
Israeli people, the kidnapping, and on-
going hostage-taking of Israeli citizens 
are abhorrent. Beyond the lives lost and 
shattered, Hamas’ actions have trauma-
tized millions of Jews all over the world, 
including those in our own community. 
 
I know that many people right here in Durham have family and 
friends who have been murdered, kidnapped or injured in these 
attacks.  
 
To my Jewish constituents: I know this has been one of the 
hardest weeks you have ever experienced. Your lives will forev-
er be changed. I know that you have had to mourn while watch-
ing clips of your fellow Americans chant antisemitic slurs. I 
know your social media feeds are unbearable.  
 
I know you have had to have unimaginable conversations with 
your children. I know that you feel heartbroken and unsafe. I 
know that these children could have been your children. I know 
that this event brings up millenniums of persecution and geno-
cide. I am a witness to your pain, and I stand in solidarity with 

you. I am here to listen, and will do everything in my power to 
help you be safe here in North Carolina.  
 
To be clear - I stand firmly against Hamas, a group of violent 
extremists who have sworn to kill all Jews in Israel and beyond. 
 
This was a grotesque act of terror.  
 
My heart aches for Palestinians in my district and abroad whose 
lives will be forever changed by this week’s events. I am deeply 
saddened by the scale of civilian deaths in Gaza, hundreds have 
been killed, hundreds of thousands of people are currently dis-
placed, and millions are at risk in the days and weeks to come. 
Millions are in dire need of food and supplies, humanitarian 
assistance should be provided.  
 
As a Black American, I understand what it means to feel this 
sense of terror and dread in my body, in history, in society. Rac-
ism and antisemitism are deeply tied together. Islamophobia is 
on the rise. 
 
Our unity is the only way through.  
 
I wish our Jewish community a r’fuah shlemah - a complete 
renewal of body and spirit - as you process this terrifying act of 
terror.  
 
In Peace and Solidarity,  
Senator Natalie Murdock
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Happy HolidaysRejoice
As We Celebrate 

The Birth of Our Saviour
JESHUA

Bishop Marshall 
H. Strickland

Elected 1992 - Retired 2004

Bishop &Mrs.Nathaniel Jarrett
Elected 1996-Retired 2008

May your best gifts this holiday 
be of love, peace, Happiness.
May the Grace & Peace of our
Lord be with you.
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“For unto us a child is born; unto us a 
Son is given. And the government 
shall be upon His shoulders. And His 
name shall be called: Wonderful 
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 
Father, Prince of Peace.” – Isaiah 9:6

Bishop& Mrs. George W.C. Walker,Sr. 
Elected 1988 - Retired 2012

TO ALL OUR ZION 
FAMILY

WIS H ING A L L A M E R R Y

AND HAPPY NEW YEAR

May you find peace, love,
and the true spirit of the
Holiday Season

Bishop & Mrs. S. Chuka Ekemam, Sr.
Elected 1988 - Retired 2012
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Bishop & Mrs. Warren M. Brown
Elected 1996 - Retired 2012

God’s Blessing Upon You and Your Family 
This Holiday Season

Bishop & Mrs. Joseph 
Johnson

Elected 1992 - Retired 2004
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43 Classifieds

OFFICIAL ANNOUNCEMENT
Notice of Vacancy

The Board of Connectional Trustees of The A.M.E. 
Zion Church announces the retirement of the Execu-
tive Director of Zion Benefits Services. 

The Search Committee for Zion Benefits Services will 
begin the process of interviewing candidates for the 
position of Executive Director. 

The ideal candidate will possess the following quali-
fications: 

•	 Bachelor’s degree from an accredited college or 
university 

•	 Ten-plus years of experience in the financial ser-
vices industry  

•	 Series 6 and 7 licenses  

•	 Five-plus years senior management experience  

•	 Experience handling revenue in excess of 2.5 mil-
lion dollars  

•	 Able to pass a background check.

•	 Satisfactory Credit Score

•	 Knowledge of A.M.E. Zion Church Discipline, gov-
ernance, and Polity a plus.  

•	 Three references from previous colleagues, one 
of which should be a direct supervisor. If a mem-
ber of The A.M.E. Zion Church, recommendations 
from their Pastor, Presiding Elder, and Presiding 
Bishop.  

The Executive Director will serve on the General Offi-
cers Team as a collaborative partner and report to the 
Chair of the Board of Connectional Trustees.  

All inquiries must be made to the Office of the Gen-
eral Secretary-Auditor by filling out the application 
packet at  https://www.ameziongsa.com/general-offi-
cers by (January 15, 2024).  

For further information, contact Dr. Kay Gabriel in the Of-
fice of the General Secretary-Auditor at kaygabriel@amezi-
on.org or (704) 688-2574. 
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Rev. Dr. Stephen W. Pogue & Lady Iris Pogue
Greater Centennial A.M.E.Zion Church
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FROM REV. ELDREN & 
LADY STACHIA MORRISON

MERRYChristmas
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 Blessed Christmas & 
New Year to my Zion Family 

Dr. Victor C. Wilson 

But be assured todayBut be assured todayBut be assured today
that the Lordthat the Lord

your God is the one whoyour God is the one who
goes across ahead of yougoes across ahead of you

like a devouring fire.like a devouring fire.like a devouring fire.like a devouring fire.
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