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Mother Zion

Welcomes Back
Rev. Malcolm J. Byrd

Preserving
Black Churches
Grant Program

Thursday ,
August 4, 2022
TheState of Ten-
nessee held it's
County general
elections. In
Knox County,
Zion's very own

Rev. Dr, John A. Butler was elected to serve
as School Board Representative for District 1.
In a landslide victory Butler won over 75% of
the vote beating two independent candidates.
Butler won the Democratic nomination back
in April.

Rev. Dr. John A. Butler serves as the Pre-
siding Elder of the Knoxville District, TN
Annual Conference, as well as the Pastor of
Clinton Chapel AME Zion Church in
Knoxville TN.

Dr. Butler serves as the First-Vice Presi-
dent of the International Presiding Elders
Council of the AME Zion Church and as the
Vice-President of theMid-West EpiscopalDis-
trict Presiding Elder’s Council. Dr. Butler is
amember of the Zion Benefits Services Board
and served as the Chair of the Benefits and
Services Committee at the 2012 AME Zion
General Conference.

Dr. Butler serves as the Vice-Chair of the
MidWest Episcopal District FinanceCommit-
tee, the Chair of the Budget Committee of the
MidWest Episcopal District Leadership Insti-
tute, the Chair of the TN Conference Budget
Committee, the Chair of the TN Conference
Holy Orders Committee and the Vice-Chair
of the TN Conference Board of Trustees.

Dr. Butler serves as the President of the
Knoxville Branch NAACP; as the President

of Knoxville Interdenominational Christian
MinisterialAlliance; as theChair of the FAITH
Coalition (a Faith-Based Coalition to help re-
duce HIV&AIDS); and as the Coordinator of
theMechanicsville NeighborhoodWatch Pro-
gram. Dr. Butler served 6 years as a member
of the Knoxville Police Advisory and Review
Committee (PARC); on the Board of the Beck
Cultural Exchange Center; and on the Board
of the Great Schools Partnership.

Dr. Butler completed a Doctor ofMinistry
(Summa cum Laude) at Covington Theologi-
cal Seminary in Rossville, GA; a Masters of
Divinity (Magna cum Laude) at Hood Theo-
logical Seminary in Salisbury, NC; and a
Bachelor of Arts - Sociology (Magna cum
Laude) from NC A & T State University in

Knoxville District PE Rev. Dr. John Butler wins
Knox County School Board seat in landslide victory!

By Georgette Williams

The one hundred and thirty-third ses-
sion of the Missouri Annual Conference
convened virtually on Wednesday, July 6,
2022, and Thursday, July 7, 2022. The
theme, “Serving Our Flock,” was empha-
sized throughout the conference. The host
church was Metropolitan A.M.E. Zion
Church in Kasas City, MO. Bishop Michael
A. Frencher Sr. andMrs. Gelenia A. Frencher
were with us for their first Missouri Annual
Conference. The host pastor and presiding
elder of the Kansas City District are Rev.
Michael L. Murray and Rev. Seth Martin
Moulton. Presiding Elder Carrol A. Johnson
was with the St. Louis District.

The conference was kicked off with in-
tercessory prayer led by Presiding Elder
Johnson and closed with Bishop Frencher.
We went immediately into theMorningWor-
ship Service, led by Rev. Michael L. Murray.
Hymnswere provided to the tech team by con-
ference musicians Cynthia Smith and Geor-
gette Williams. The Love Feast sermon was
rendered by Rev. Kenneth Pegue and was en-
titled “The Missing Link,” taken from
Matthew 28:18-20.

Following the “Invitation to ChristianDis-
cipleship” we participated in the “Love Feast”

led by Bishop Frencher. We learned the ori-
gin of the Love Feast. The scripture was from
Luke 9:12-17. After the Agape Address we
were asked to participate in the taking of the
bread and water. After the dismissal, we or-
ganized the conference with the report of the
Rules Committee, Nominating Committee,
and Credentials Committee all of which were
led by Rev. Michael Murray. An appropriate
motion was made and seconded to approve
each report. The roll call was read. Bishop
Frencher officially opened the conference for
business at 12:04 p.m. We were greeted by
our Missionary Supervisor, Mrs. Gelenia
Frencher. The dates and location were se-
lected for the next annual conference. It will
be held June 28th – July 1st 2023 in St. Louis,
MO atWashingtonMetropolitanA.M.E. Zion
Church where the host pastor is the Rev. Dr.
AnthonyWitherspoon and the Presiding Elder
is Rev. Carrol A. Johnson.

The Episcopal address was entitled “Our

Need to Serve our Flock in this Ever-Changing
World”. It was a “call to action” for us to lift
up the importance of education through Sun-
day School, bible study and Discipleship
classes, prayer, mentoring and church growth
and development. After reports and the clos-
ing prayer, we had a brief break before the
evening service.

The Christian Education worship service
was presided over by Rev. William Marcell
Brown. District Christian Education officers
participated in the service. The message was
given by Rev. Dr. Anthony Witherspoon.
“Waiting on the Top of Ashes” was taken
from Job 2:8 and 14:14b. The message em-
phasized the importance of waiting on God.
A virtual Stoling Ceremony was led by Rev.
Leshia Sams.

The Missionary Convocation was held
Thursday, July 7, 2022 with Mrs. Frencher

Marvelous Ministry In The MO
The Missouri Annual Conference

Pictures by Larentz Boyd & Richie Williams. Pictured, Bishop & Mrs. Michael A. Frencher Sr., Pres. Elder Seth Martin Moulton, Pres. Elder Carrol A. Johnson & Rev. Michael Murray.
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The July Issue of the Star Of Zion
mistakingly credited the wrong author of the

“Bishop Eric Leake Leads No Stone
Unturned” Article in our Zion Spotlight

Category. The correct author of this article
is Rev. Dr. Aurelia Jones-Smith, SOZ

Reporter, South Mississippi Conference of
the Southwestern Delta Episcopal District.

CORRECTION NOTICE

BEA BLESSING
Grocery Store Kindness
By Reverend Leona Nicholas Welch

One particular day, I rushed to the store to
pick up something for dinner. I had just two hours
to shop, cooked, eat, and sit down to a Zoom
meeting. As I dashed through the automatic door,
I hoped desperately for short lines and a fast-
moving individual at the register. My heart sank
when I saw that everyone in town was there, and
they all had made it to the line ahead of me. The
man in front of me apparently had a large family;
his basket was flowing over.

Before I could take my second deep breath
and huff it out as quietly as possible, the gentle-
man with the overflowing basket turned to me
and said,” You only have two things. Go ahead
and get in front of me.” I quickly laid my items
onto the belt, thanking the kind man profusely.

One moment in time, one small act of kind-
ness, one instantaneous connection, human to hu-
man, and the rest of my evening fell in place.
Imagine what the world would be like if random
acts of kindness such as that one lived out in the
grocery store were repeated all day, every day,
everywhere, in the store, at the bus stop, in
church, on the job, in the doctor’s waiting room,
in the classroom, at the conference table, at
home. What peace!

God’sWord lists Kindness as FRUITOFTHE
HOLYSPIRIT (Gal 5:21-22). The botanical defi-
nition of a fruit is “the seed-bearing structure of
the flowering plant.” Fruit is seed-bearing. Kind-
ness is fruit of the Spirit of God. I think I see
what God has in mind. He wants us to deposit
His Spirit, the Seeds of Kindness into one another,
and by doing so, we cause one another to flower
into the likeness of God.

Dear People of God, let us plant Kindness as
often as we can. If you are having trouble finding
opportunity to do so, take a quick trip to the gro-
cery store and BE A BLESSING!
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By Rev. Dr. Melanie Miller,
Harriet Tubman Home, Inc., Board of Directors

This year, 2022marks 200 years since the birth of Harriet Tubman
and celebrates her service for the cause of freedom, care of indigent
people, and voting rights for all. This is a time for us to reflect on her
story and to share it with others. As heirs to the property of the free
Harriet Tubman, The African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church cel-
ebrates her legacy, appreciate her sacrifices, and hail her not only as
the Moses of her people but our Shero. We highly recommend that
you visit the Harriet Tubman National Historical Park, Auburn, NY
or join us for a future Harriet Tubman Pilgrimage to memorialize her
graveside and tour the 32-acre grounds she left behind. In honor of
the Harriet Tubman Bi-Centennial Commemoration, we pause to
share this litany that reminds us of who she was, what she did, and
her faithful relationship with Almighty God. We pray that you will
find an opportunity to use this litany in your local church, community,
district, or conference to honor 200 years of Harriet Tubman and her
legacy.

Harriet Tubman Bi-Centennial Commemorative Litany
LEADER: In March of 1822, Araminta “Minty” Ross was born.

She came to be known in perpetuity as Harriet Tubman and theMoses
of her people. We pause today to commemorate her 200th birthday
and the legacy for the cause of freedom she left behind. We celebrate
Harriet as amember of TheAfricanMethodist Episcopal Zion Church,
who aided in raising funds to build Thompson AME Zion Church,
Auburn, NY. She has made us heirs to her legacy as a free woman.
We thankGod for her contribution of a total of 32 acres of the property
known as the Harriet Tubman Home, Inc., which the Tubman Home
for the Aged and John Brown Hall, and is now recognized as the
Harriet Tubman National Historical Park.

PEOPLE: We pause to celebrate Harriet and like Harriet,
we endeavor to use our resources to help the aged, the indigent,
the captive, the brokenhearted, the widows and the orphans
amongst us!

LEADER:We celebrate Harriet Tubman, who attributes her rise
from the bitter roots of the racialized caste system of reinforced racial
prejudice called slavery to the provision, protection, sustenance, wis-
dom, and guidance of Almighty God. Harriet held “steady on to the
Lord,” and she “knew He would see her through.”

PEOPLE: Like Harriet, we will continue to rise above racism
breaking the chains of systemic and systematic racism by holding
on to our faith that God will see us through!

LEADER:We celebrate Harriet who God gave the courage and
power to break the generational racialized curse of slavery that began
with the documented captivity of her maternal grandmother named
Modesty.Modestywas a captive femaleAfrican child or youngwoman
who was sold to a planter in Little Blackwater Bridge, Dorchester
County, Maryland.

PEOPLE: Like Harriet, we will continue to break genera-
tional and racialized curses meant to keep us captive to others
and captive to the sin that creates and supports it!

LEADER: We celebrate Harriet who was a survivor who en-
dured personal suffering from an injury to her head and the emo-
tional, psychological, and spiritual turmoil of family members torn
away from their babies and sold further south into the dark abyss
of slavery, whose fate may never be discovered.

PEOPLE: Like Harriet, we will continue seek strength from
God to help bring us through the trials of life!

LEADER:We celebrate Harriet and the day in the fall of 1849
that she escaped to freedom and responded to the call to set free the
captives with the help of God. She believed that “God’s time was
always near and that He set the North Star in the heavens; that He
gave her the strength in her limbs; that He meant she should be
free.” We thank God for her sacrifice that resulted in the freedom
of thousands of enslaved Black people because of her courage, ded-
ication, and ability to navigate through perilous conditions.

PEOPLE: Like Harriet, we shall safeguard our freedom and
we shall be liberated from all the people and all the things that
try to bind us daily!

LEADER:We celebrate Harriet who was a conductor of the Un-
derground Railroad for eight years and knew that to sit and not go
onto freedom meant death. So, Harriet used the means of a pistol to
encourage and to propel those who were weakened by the journey,
those exhausted by the fear and anxiety of running for their life, those
whose soles of their feet soon replaced the worn soles of their shoes,
and those who doubted and became hopeless as the road got rough
and the going got tough. She commanded them to “Get Up andMove
or Die,“ because she had “heard their groans and sighs, and seen their
tears, and she would give every drop of blood in her veins to free
them.”

PEOPLE: LikeHarriet, we shall continue toGet Up andMove
with purpose, power, and the patience to encourage others, so we
do not die!

LEADER: We celebrate Harriet’s service to our country as a
nurse and the first female expeditionary officer in the United States
Army who helped to navigate three gunboats up the Combahee River
resulting in the freedom of over 750 enslaved Black people. Harriet
“always prayed to God to make [her] strong and able to fight, and
that’s what [she] had always prayed for ever since.” We thank God
for her joining the fight of the women’s suffrage movement and care
for the aged, indigent, and ill African Americans.

PEOPLE: Like Harriet, we shall Get Up and Move to fight
for the cause of freedomwith God being our help so we may live!

LEADER:We thank God for this woman, the granddaughter of
Modesty, the daughter of Rit and Ben Ross, a woman who fell in love
andmarried, mother of her adopted daughter, Gertrude “Gertie” Davis,
an effective on the Underground Railroad, an entrepreneur, a business
owner, a nurse, a spy, an expeditionary officer in the United States
Army, a care giver, and onewhose legacywill never die as wemaintain
that which she has gifted us while we continue to fight for the cause
of freedom, voting rights, justice and care for God’s creation.

ALL: We are thankful as The African Methodist Episcopal
Zion Church for Harriet! So, we pause to celebrate Harriet and
like Harriet, we shall Get Up andMove as committed and faithful
soldiers on the battlefield for the Lord!

Resources:

Harriet Tubman Historical Society. Accessed July 12, 2022, http://www.harriet-tub‐
man.org.
Harriet Tubman Home. Accessed July 12, 2022, https://www.harriettubmanhome.com
Larson,Wilson K., Harriet Tubman: A Reference Guide to Her Life andWork, Rowman and
Littlefield: NewYork, 2022.
National Park Service. Accessed July 12, 2022, https://www.nps.gov/hart/index.htm.

200 Years of Harriet Tubman: A Litany
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By Rev. Harriet McElvaney

The Bardstown District of
the Kentucky Conference, un-
der the leadership of Rev. Erich
V. Shumake, have once again
come to the aid of people who
have been devastated by natu-
ral disasters. Between July 26
and July 30, 2022, floodwaters hit south of I-64 and caused deadly
flash flooding and devastating river flooding to Eastern Kentucky
and central Appalachia. Over 600 helicopter rescues and count-
less boat rescues were needed to evacuate people, leading to mil-
lions of dollars in infrastructure damage. Entire communities
were lost and 37 people lost their lives.

While we have no AMEZion Churches in Eastern Kentucky,

we partnered with the
Bardstown United
Methodist Church, pas-
tored by Rev. Phillip
Bradley, to send clean-up
kits to help the flood vic-
tims.

Even though our
Bardstown District
Churches have small con-
gregations, we strive to help those in need – wherever they are.
This relief effort was part of a larger effort sponsored byUMCOR
(United Methodist Committee on Relief) to respond to disaster
relief and ministering to needs around the world.

Our Episcopal Leaders, Bishop Michael Frencher and Mrs.
Gelenia Frencher, continue to support our efforts.

SMALL CHURCHES – LARGE AID

By Reggie Ponder,
Staff Writer – The Perquimans Weekly

Perquimans County Commissioner Fondella Leigh has named to
the North Carolina African-American Heritage
Commission.

Leigh was informed by N.C. Speaker of the
House TimMoore in a July 8 letter that she had
been appointed to fill the unexpired term of Lisa
Matthews on the commission.

The term ends Sept. 30, 2023.
“Thank you for your willingness to serve in

this capacity,”Moore, R-Cleveland, said in the letter. “I am confident
youwill havemuch to offer the African-AmericanHeritage Commis-
sion and will be effective and diligent in your service to our state.”

In addition to her service on the Perquimans County Board of
Commissioners, Leigh is presiding elder of the Edenton District of
the AME Zion Church and pastor of Porter’s Chapel AME Zion
Church in the Chapanoke community.

Leigh explained that she got to know state Rep. Ed Goodwin, R-
Chowan, as they bothwereworking on restoration of the historicKadesh
AMEZionChurch inEdenton.TheEdentonDistrict includes 19 churches
in Chowan, Perquimans, Tyrrell, Washington and Martin counties.

Leigh noted that Goodwin was instrumental in securing $2million
in funding for the Kadesh restoration. She said as they were working
on the restoration project he told her he planned to recommend her for
a spot on the African-American Heritage Commission.

She said she didn’t hear anything right away and had actually for-
gotten about the potential appointment until she received the letter from

Moore a few weeks ago.
“I am brand new to this,”

Leigh said of her service on the
African-American Heritage
Commission.

She attended her firstmeet-
ing as amember of the heritage
panel last week.

Leigh said she is excited
about work the commission is
doing in areas such as Rosen-
wald Schools and historical
markers honoring African-
American contributions to the
state’s history.

“I am still learningmy role
on the commission,” Leigh
said.

One contribution she plans to make is keeping the rest of the panel
aware of the extensiveAfrican-American heritage in northeasternNorth
Carolina, including Kadesh and other historic churches, the Colored
UnionSoldiersmonument inHertford,RosenwaldSchools, andElizabeth
City State University.

Leigh said she mentioned the Colored Union Soldiers Monument
at the meeting last week.

Leigh is serving her second term on the Perquimans Board of Com-
missioners and is seeking reelection inNovember. She is the firstwoman
to serve as a presiding elder within the Albemarle Conference of the
AME Zion Church.

Leigh named to African-American Heritage panel

Missouri Annual Conference Continued…

presiding. Her message was entitled, “Glob-
ally Committed to Transformative Service,”
which reemphasized service to people. Reports
were given by theMissionary presidents from
each district.

Mrs. Frencher then turned the conference
back over to Bishop Frencher. The LayCoun-
cil report was read. The conference business
continued with various other reports. After
a break, we went into the Necrology Service
led by Rev. Kenneth R. Pegue. Rev. Lelar
Williams’ message was “New Life from
Death.” The scripture reference was John
12:23-27. Rev. Pegue gave the roll call of
members who have passed away since the last
conference year. The conference received
“Sexual Misconduct Training” by Attorney

Anita Pearson-Royster.
The evening Missionary Service was

presided over by Mrs. Gelenia Frencher, who
also led the virtual stoling ceremony. Wewere
blessed with a solo “Lord, Send Me” by Mrs.
LucyWhite. The sermonwas offered by Rev.
Carrol A. Johnson and was entitled, “How to
Reach the Masses.”

Friday was a travel day. The Saturday
morning Youth Service was presided over by
MarquezWagner with our youth participating
in the service. The hymn of preparation was
offered byMissMaya Hines and was entitled,
“Psalm 42”. Themessage byMiss Grace Cole
focused on “Youth”. Ms. Cole is a lifelong
member ofMetropolitan A.M.E. Zion Church
and a recent college graduate. She emphasized
ways to engage our youth by listening, investing

and beingwilling to change. TheYouth Coun-
cil Officers were installed. We had a break
before the “Sending Worship Service.”

The Music Ministry of Metropolitan ren-
dered selections, “Omnipotent” and “My
Help.” The sermon offered byBishop Frencher
was entitled “AreYouThriving or Just Surviv-
ing?” using Psalm 92:13-14 as the focus text.

Rev. Dr. Anthony Witherspoon an-
nounced his candidacy for Bishop in 2024.
The charge was given to the Pastors and other
appointees and the appointments were read.

Throughout the conference, we had nu-
merous visitors and friends join in on our ser-
vices. We thank the Tech Team for making
sure the conference ran smoothly on Zoom
and was live streamed on Saturday.
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G. Joyner Johnson, Reporter
S.H. Puryear, Photographer

Charlotte, NC- On Saturday, August 13, 2020, the children,
youth, parents and friends of the North Charlotte District gathered
at the Hairston Fellowship Center at Rockwell AME Zion
Church, Rev. Jordan Boyd, Pastor, to celebrate going back to
school.

Approximately 75-100 gathered safely and the atmosphere
was electric as theywaitedwith great anticipation for the festivities
to begin.

Following the scripture and prayer by youth, the District
Youth Director Sister Aurrita Payne introduced the keynote
speaker. Miss Meoshia Burgess a Youth Messenger. Her goal
is to inspire the you to be the change. She is a highly successful
youth entrepreneur, community activist andmotivational speaker.
Shewas given the title Charlotte Princess byMecklenburg County
Sheriff GaryMcFadden. She has been awarded a full scholarship
from Howard University, Washington, DC.

Miss Burgess topic was “Don’t Let the No’s Stop You.” She

gave details of being bullied for very sick for being from unknown
causes, wanting and attempting to “leave this world’, be told no
and discouraged in even attempting to progress through school
or start her own businesses. She encouraged the students to not
be afraid to being told no and to push onward to achieve their
dreams. Though a teenager she now has her own fashion design
business and owns her own record label. All these accomplish-
ments and even more before she is off to Howard University
next year.

A second speaker,Miss Rachael Smith, daughter of theDistrict
Youth Director, is a graduate student made a presentation geared
toward the parents. She provided information on the Power
School Program for North Carolinians. It provides information
necessary to keep up with your student’s progress throughout
the year. Additionally, she gave details about the state absence
policy and procedure as well as the free breakfast and/or lunch
application requirements.

Rev. Jarma R. Chisholm, pastor of Columbus Chapel AME

Continues… page 21

North Charlotte District
Back 2 School Event A Success

By Norketa Ferguson

Serve & Play is a time for children to serve other children
& then go somewhere fun to play!

A big impact in Wilson and the surrounding counties!

The BUDS of Promise of the Wilson District are making
major moves and impact in the community under the leadership
of Presiding Elder Rev. Dr.Michael S. Bell,Missionary President
Mrs. Veronica Bell, and the visionary of Serve & Play, Mrs.
Norketa Ferguson, the Superintendent of the BUDS of Promise.

Blessing bagswere prepared by children of theWilsonDistrict
on July 30, 2022, to bless other children. The blessing bags con-
tained 5 new items for children between the ages of 5 and 12.
Blessing bags were donated later to Tedi Bear Children's Advo-
cacy (Tender Evaluation, Diagnosis, and Intervention for Better
Abuse Response). The Tedi Bear Children’s Advocacy is the
largest children’s advocacy center in North Carolina. They pro-
vide assessments and treatments for children whomay have been

victims of child abuse or neglect. The Serve & Play mission has
been teaching the children how to sacrifice and serve other chil-
dren.

Each time the children serve, they get an opportunity to go
somewhere fun to play. Sawyer’s Fun Park in Greenville, NC
attractions included a trampoline park, rock climbing, laser tag,
and a ninja course for the children to enjoy. Immediately follow-
ing, the children and Mrs. Ferguson headed to McDonald’s for
lunch. “I am teaching and training the children to be impactful
missionaries in the lives of other children through Serve & Play,”
said Norketa Ferguson. Since Serve and Play started December
2021, the children have delivered a little over 200 blessing bags.
The children have delivered bags to Wake Children’s Medical
Center in Raleigh, NC and to the Partnership for Children of
Wayne County, NC.

If you would like to help the children of the Wilson District
to Serve & Play, cash app your best blessing via cash app
$WilsonDistrictAMEZ. Please type Serve & Play on the memo
line on the cash app.

Serve & Play!
WILSON DISTRICT OF THE
CAPE FEAR CONFERENCE
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Hymnologist, Charles Wes-
ley, penned the hymn “Are we
yet alive, And see each other’s
face”? To God be the glory - we
were yet alive and seeing each
other’s faces! On Friday, June
24, 2022, the 201st session of the
Mother Conference’s North East-
ern Episcopal District, NewYork
Conference, convened virtually
under the leadership of The Right
Reverend Dennis Vernon Proctor
(97th Bishop in succession of the
A.M.E. Zion Church). Our more
seasoned members viewed our
faces which resembled an old TV
show, “Hollywood Squares” and
our youth observed us as on the
new TV program entitled, “Danc-
ing With Myself”.

We salute host pastor, Rev.
Dr. Stephen W. Pogue and the
Greater Centennial A.M.E. Zion
Church for their hospitality and our
Tech Team, Dr. Xellex Rivera and Presiding Elder Derrill Blue for
their expertise!

After the official organization of the church, Bishop expressed
his gratitude to Rev. Julius Walls Jr. He was applauded for his stew-
ardship as NewYork Conference Treasurer and his elevation to Chief
Operating Officer of the General A.M.E. Zion Church. Although the
conference embraced the retention of his position, due to the unique-
ness of his situation, Bishop recommended ascertaining an assistant
treasurer which resulted in the election of Rev. Isidoa Branch Jr.

Bishop Proctor cited that most financial deficits surrounding our
churches resulted from memberships not physically inhabiting the
buildings over the past two one-half years causing a decrease in tithes
and offerings. Yet, God continues to oversee churches and ourselves
individually as Covid has caused us to assemble virtually in the over-
abundance of caution. Nevertheless, we must continue to be mindful
that our Connectional Church functions by our assessments.

Missionary Supervisor andCabinet Secretary,Mrs.D.DianeProctor
announced the locations and dates of the upcoming Conference Check-
up Meetings. Bishop conveyed that with the continuing surge due
to Covid variants and morphing with the possibility of exposing our
people to a risk will dictate whether it will be in-person. We will
continue to be under advisement of those in the profession as wemust
not only protect ourselves but those around us by receiving vaccina-
tions and boosters. It is his prayer that we may be able to strengthen
our fellowship even in a hybrid fashion.

Senior Presiding Elder of the NewYork Conference,Westchester
District, Reverend Isidoa Branch, Sr. voiced his official greeting and
formally introduced Bishop Proctor. Following the virtual North
Eastern District Conference Choir singing the great of hymn of the
Church, - Rejoice Ye Pure in Heart, Bishop delivered the Episcopal
Address.

EPISCOPAL ADDRESS - Bishop Proctor is recognized for his
outstanding knowledge of current events and consistency in dropping
pearls of wisdom. Before commencing his address, he provided an
overview of his educational journey which encompassed a college
football scholarship before his intended career was altered by notable
Fathers of Zion. He encouraged parents, guardians, and caretakers

of children to offer our youth op-
portunities to experience possibil-
ities we may not have experi-
enced as we don’t know howGod
is preparing our children for their
next phase of life.

Bishop emphasized that it was
difficult to offer a normal Episco-
pal Address in the abnormal times
in which we live. In fact, he be-
gan receiving texts from his peers
concerning the Supreme Court
overturning Roe vs. Wade. He
emphasized that these rulings ef-
fect the care of women of color
and lower economics. We must
be prepared as much more will
take place. Color consciousness
remains a part of the American
psyche.

He was prepared to speak
about Self, Service and Spirit but
in lieu of time focused on “Self”

and what we need to know by un-
derstanding who we are and where we are.

What is necessary for us to have a fulfilled life? Those who
are proponents of Jesus Christ should be the happiest and joyful people
on the planet as we represent the essence of joy and peace. This should
be our focus as a conference, church, a people etc. Our spiritual foun-
dation is that the world does not begin or end with us as there is some-
one bigger than you and I.

Some of us have experienced that we have been here before not
discerning if it was a dream or a vision. This is because our spirits
were not born with our bodies. They were alive and well before they
were placed within our body, or your spirit would not be eternal. We
are eternal creatures that mimic the nature of God. Jesus was always
eternal that is why he could say “Before Abraham was I am.”

Spiritually we have been here, and God brings to this to our aware-
ness. This is what being born again is about. We should not take
lightly our spiritual selves. “Being that we have not been in a building
should not negate our relationship with the one who gives us essence.
“We are spirits that live in a body and happen to have a mind. Our
spirit will continue even when our body decays.

We have an emotional foundation. There will be no joy if you
continue to compare yourself to someone else. Compare yourself to
yourself and learn what satisfies you - emotionally. If God has given
you another day of life be satisfied.

The Physical Grounding - Most of us enjoy living as we are not
rushing to die. Wemust assure we are exercising that health is wealth.
If we are unable to enjoy the life we have it means zero. We must
become physically mindful of exercise and do what is necessary to
keep our body moving and functioning well.

We must pay attention to our relational selves and be willing to
share with others. Giving is the key to receiving for you must be a
giver to receive God’s blessings. It may not be physical giving but
we all can give encouragement. Bishop closed by saying, “Can’t do
everything but what I can do I will do for the glory of God and for
you!”

LAY CONVOCATION - Sis. Rhandi Stith, New York Confer-

The North Eastern Episcopal District,
New York Conference
Theme: Serving our Flock, Ephesians 3:20-21

Continues… next page



7

ence Lay Council President provided an exceptional report of the
numerous activities sponsored by the Lay Council over the 2021-2022
conference year. Additionally, she announced upcoming scheduled
events.

PRESIDING ELDER REPORTS - The Presiding Elders, Rev.
Dr. A. Alfred Carson, Rev. Keith I. Harris and Rev. Isidoa Branch,
Sr. presented the conference with creative pre-recorded reports which
enlightened activities of their Districts.

MISSIONARY CONVOCATION - Our regal Presiding Mis-
sionary Supervisor, Mrs. D. Diane Proctor enthusiastically spoke of
the Three-in-One Retreat and supplied updates regarding theMission-
ary Department along with the report the Missionary Retreat. The
informative video reports of the District Officers were presented:
Long Island –Mrs. Betty J. Ford; NewYork City –Mrs. Ruth Young
and Westchester – Miss Marsha Henderson. Life Members were
recognized by Mrs. Proctor who expressed gratitude to the District
Life Members Chairs for their continued support. She then presented
Bishop who in turn introduced the speaker of the hour, The Reverend
Nicole Rushing. The North Eastern Episcopal Virtual Choir blessed
us with the singing of “Any Day Now”.

Rev. Nicole Rushing delivered an inspirational and eloquent mes-
sage. The scripture reference was Romans 12:9-13, and her subject
was “Serving with Love”. She enlightened that we should be devoted
and love one another and not just go through the motions.

BUSINESS SESSION SATURDAY, JUNE 25, 2022
Christian Education Department –Co-Conference Directors,

Irene Boykin and Terneisa Lynn Calhoun shared their report elec-
tronically which included a video presentation highlighting the Feb-
ruary Youth Council. It also featured several of our youth emphasiz-
ing their experiences and lessons learned during the pandemic. There
were video presentations of the 2022 Graduates, and a message from
Miss Alexandria Carson, the outgoing Conference Youth Council
President.

We were blessed with greetings from Dr. Brenda L.G. Smith,
former General Secretary of Christian Education andMs. Sarlyn Tate,
Episcopal Director of Christian Education. Bishop Dennis V. Proctor
reported the appointments for the Christian Education Department
which remained the same except for: Long Island District – The
Reverend Natalie R. Wimberly, District Director and Westchester
District –Miss Abby Brown, District Director of Youth.

Mrs. D. Diane Proctor offered information regarding the 30thMis-
sionary Convention in New Orleans, July 22-28, 2023. It will be her
final report as an active Missionary Supervisor. Long Island Dis-
trict’s,Mrs. KiRondi Branch, was duly elected as delegate to rep-
resent the New York Conference.

It was questioned if there were any ministers requesting superan-
nuated status. The Reverend Isidoa Branch, Sr. offered the name of
Reverend Dr. Sandra Comerie-Smith (Westchester District). Fol-
lowing protocol, she was granted superannuated status.

Our Presiding Elders Rev. Isidoa Branch, Sr., Rev. Dr. A. Alfred
Carson, and Rev. Keith I. Harris were reappointed to their former
positions for another year along with the pastoral assignments. Con-
gratulations to our new ministerial appointments: St. Mary AME
Zion Church –TheReverend TonyaMorrissey; Rush Temple AME
Zion Church – Reverend Xavier Hunter; Greater Hood Memorial
AME Zion Church – The Reverend Kerry Rogers. The Reverend
Quavon Newtonwas transferred to the New Jersey Conference, and
appointed to the St. Stephens A.M.E. Zion Church, Asbury Park, NJ.

Presiding Elder Reverend Keith I. Harris thanked Bishop Dennis
V. Proctor for his stellar leadership and the wonderful way he led the
201st Session of the NewYork Annual Conference. The Conference
will be praying for Bishop Proctor as he ascends to the Presidency
of the Board of Bishops. Following the Seven-Fold Amen. Bishop
Dennis V. Proctor pronounced the conclusion of the 201st Session
of the NewYork Annual Conference and wished the Conference well.

Celebrates the 201st Session of the
Annual Conference
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“I am truly grateful that God has allowed
me the privilege to serve Mother Zion.”

-Rev. Dr. Malcolm J. Byrd

WELCOME BACK RECEPTION & LUNCHEON
Mother ZionWelcomes Back Rev. Malcolm J. Byrd

Pursuant to the provisions of the
A.M.E. Zion Book of Discipline,
pastors are appointed and reap-
pointed during Annual Confer-
ences. At the 201st Session of the
Annual Conference (June 17-19,
2022), the Presiding Prelate, Bishop
Dennis V. Proctor reappointed Rev-
erend Dr. Malcolm J. Byrd to serve
as Mother A.M.E. Zion’s Senior
Pastor for the 2022-2023 Confer-
ence Year.

It has become a tradition that
reappointed pastors be welcomed
back by the congregation in grand
fashion. In keeping with tradition,
on July 23rd, Rev. Byrd’s reappoint-
ment was celebrated by members,
family and friends at a filled-to-ca-
pacity reception and luncheon at
Ponty Bistro. Well known for its
French andAfrican cuisine, Ponty’s
is located literally two blocks
around the corner from Mother
Zion on 139th Street &AdamClay-
ton Powell Jr. Boulevard in Harlem, where Rev. Byrd often en-
joys after-Sunday-Service brunch.

Over 60 members, friends and family turned out to celebrate
Rev. Byrd’s return to Mother Zion. Upon entering, guests were
given souvenir buttons with Reverend’s likeness and date of the
event. The MJ Byrd Jazz Trio (Antwane Harrison, keyboard;
KayadeMorris, saxophone and Justin Henry, drums) serenaded
guests with popular jazz tunes and memorable Duke Ellington
melodies throughout the afternoon. Before lunch, Sis. Natasha
S. Cooper sang a beautiful rendition of Summertime. Professor
AntwaneHarrison is theDirector ofMusic and organist atMother
Zion and Sis. Natasha S. Cooper serves as Choir Director.

“I am so happy to welcome back Rev. Byrd, a learned man
who lifts up Harlem in a manner reminiscent of Adam Clayton
Powell, Jr., and a man of God, whom I am honored to serve
with at Mother Zion.” Rev. Audrey Williamson

Reverend AudreyWilliamson, The Reverend NinaM. Neely
Minister forChristianEducation, served asMistress ofCeremonies
for the afternoon. “I am so happy to welcome back Rev. Byrd,
a learned man who lifts up Harlem in a manner reminiscent of

AdamClayton Powell, Jr., and aman
of God, whom I am honored to
serve with at Mother Zion.”

Rev. Philippe E.C. Andal, Se-
nior Pastor, Community Baptist
Church, New Haven, Connecticut,
offered prayers and blessed the
food.

Joseph Edwards (V.P. Board of
Stewards) followed with Welcome
Back remarks. Bro. Edwards said
he, too, was happy Rev. Byrd was
back at Mother Zion for another
conference year. He joked that this
has become a “traveling apprecia-
tion”, noting that this was the third
affair over the last three months that
Rev. Byrd’s ecumenical leadership
and work in the community has
been acknowledged.

Lifelong member of Mother
Zion, Yvonne Singleton Davis, re-
cited a poignant poem she had writ-
ten in tribute to Rev. Byrd, who
later remarked the words of the

poem brought tears to his eyes. Sis. Davis received resounding
applause and a standing ovation for hermoving tribute. Courtesy
of Mrs. Davis, the poem is printed at the end of this article.

The Honorable W. Franc Perry, III (Justice, NY State
SupremeCourt) followedwith a toast, noting Rev. Byrd’s knowl-
edge of scripture and applauded Reverend’s advocacy for the
Harlem Community.

As the accolades continued, these are just a few of the ad-
jectives guests used in describing Rev. Byrd: anointed, patient,
powerful, progressive, dedicated, scholarly, historian, class act,
debonair, leader and friend.

“Byrd is special. He’s a scholar and a new generation re-
ligious practitioner.” Rev. S. Rashaad Hoggard, Ph.D. As-
soc. Minister, Abyssinian, Baptist Church

Bro. Kermit Morris said he “was glad to be on board,” and
thanked Rev. Byrd for allowing him to sit on the pulpit at
Mother Zion on Sunday mornings. Rev. S. Rashaad Hoggard,
Ph.D. and Associate Minister, Abyssinian Baptist Church said
“Byrd is special. He’s a scholar and a new generation religious
practitioner.”

By Debra Chappelle-Polk, Zion Spotlight Editor

Members & Friends
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Nathaniel Higgins, The Worshipful Master, Boyer Lodge 1,
thanked Bro. Malcolm Jameel Byrd for his friendship and for his
dedication as a Masonic brother. James Garner, Former Mayor,
Town of Hempstead and Alpha Phi Alpha Frat Brother thanked
Rev.Byrd for his activism in support of theHempstead community.

The consensus was Mother Zion was blessed to have Rev.
Byrd and Sis. JohnnieM.Walker from JacksonMemorial, Hemp-
stead, New York couldn’t agree more. “In fact,” she lamented,
“Mother Zion stole” Rev. Byrd from JacksonMemorial. Every-
one laughed when she asked if Mother Zion “was feeding him,
like we fed him at Jackson.”

Joan Capel brought greetings from the New York City Dis-
trict Lay Council. She recalled that several years ago, the Schom-
burg Center for Research in Black Culture held a lecture on three
Black churches in Harlem at which Rev. Byrd was one of the
panelists. Mrs. Capel said the audience was totally enthralled
with Rev. Byrd’s presentation, his knowledge of the Black church
and Mother Zion’s rich history.

Rev. Stephen Marshall and Ashley Sharpton congratulated
Rev. Byrd on behalf of Rev. Al Sharpton, Founder of the National
ActionNetwork (NAN). Rev.Marshall said “he had an immediate
connection” with Rev. Byrd from the very beginning and thanked
him for “his dressing tips.” Ashley Sharpton congratulated Rev-
erend Byrd, who she said was “like a brother” to her.

The Ministries and Boards of Mother Zion presented gifts of
appreciation, expressing their joy that Rev. Byrdwould be serving
as Senior Pastor for another conference year. A beautiful floral
arrangement was donated by the Grimes’ family. On behalf of
the Trustees, Sis. M. Denise Niles, presented Rev. Byrd with an
I-Pad. Sis. Amelia A. Montgomery and Bro. Joe Edwards gave
envelopes on behalf of Stewardess Board and Board of Stewards,
respectively. Sis. Montgomery acknowledged and thanked the
“Welcome Back” committee for their help in planning the recep-
tion. She also thanked the owners and executive chefs of Ponty
Bistro, along with wait staff.

Sporting a straw hat, white suit, with a yellow flower bou-
tonnière pinned to the lapel, a red and white pinstriped shirt with
a red polka dot tie tied around the upturned collar, red and white
loafers, sans socks, Rev. Byrd lived up to his rep as the “most
well-dressed minister in Harlem.”

Guests were on their feet and clapping as Rev. Byrd began
his remarks with the chant, “Get down, get down! Rock Steady!”

Rev. Byrd expressed his heartfelt thanks and gratitude to the
members and friends of Mother Zion. He praised Rev. Audrey
Williamson, who “God sent to Mother Zion” and thanked her for
herministry. He thankedSis.Davis once again for her poetic tribute.
He said he was truly honored that friends from Hempstead, Long
Island, NewHaven, Connecticut, and the “independent republic of
Brooklyn” turned out to celebrate his reappointment.

He extended a special thanks to theWelcomeBackCommittee
“for leaving no stone unturned in planning a church event that
wasn’t churchy.” Rev. Byrd thanked former Mayor James “Big
Jim” Garner, noting he was the first African American to be
electedmayor on Long Island andwas the first African American
president of the United States Conference of Mayors in 2003.
He also acknowledged “The Mayor of 137th Street”, Reverend
Ruth McDaniel and thanked her for coming. He also thanked
Robert Charles Hollis, as he unveiled the portrait of himself
painted by the renowned artist.

Rev. Byrd led a resounding round of applause for MJ Byrd Jazz
Trio andNatashaS.Cooper. He told everyone to stay tuned as theMJ
ByrdTriowill be playing “SundayBrunches at PontyBistro.” (d/b/a)

It was wonderful afternoon enjoyed by all. The food was
tasty, the music was good, the atmosphere was festive and cel-
ebratory, and the guests looked good, many of whom were
decked out in all white, the “suggested” attire. The Welcome
Back Reception & Luncheon was planned by Sis. Amelia A.
Montgomery, President of the Stewardess Board, Bro. Joseph
Edwards, Vice President, Board of Stewards and Sis. M. Denise
Niles, Trustee Board Secretary & Treasurer and Administrative
Assistant to the Pastor. They are all to be commended for a job
well done and for keeping the Mother Zion Legacy of Elegance
& Grandeur alive!

Before leaving, Rev. Byrd said “I am truly grateful that God
has allowedme the privilege to serveMother Zion.”Mrs. Johnnie
M. Walker shouted a sentiment shared by all – “We love you,
Reverend Byrd” to which he replied, “I love you more.”

Hon. W. Franc Perry, III, Christina Jaquard Members & FriendsMembers & Friends James Garner, Former Mayor Town of Hempstead

M. Denise Niles, Amelia A. Montgomery,
Rev. Audrey Williamson Joe Edwards, Rev. Audrey Williamson Rev. Byrd & Guests Natasha Cooper, Joan Capel & Guest
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In 2018, the following article appeared in the Star of Zion:

“UNLESS THE LORD BUILDS THE HOUSE…..”

It all began in Dover, Delaware on March 1, 2018 at Trans-
formation A. M. E. Zion church where more than 200 people
from throughout the peninsula gathered to hear the soul-stirring
message of theRt. Rev.W.DarinMoore. The Ecumenical Service
included the Crossroad Community Church Youth Dance Min-
istry of Dover and the Delaware Gospel MusicWorkshop. Other
worship service participants were the Rev. Dr. William Kelly,
Presiding Elder of the Philadelphia Eastern Shore District of the
African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church.

During the awesome spirit-filled service, under the leadership
of the Rev. Dr. Reginald Chandler, Sr., the congregation presented
a check for $ 2, 500.00 to the Central Delaware Branch of Habitat
for Humanity. What an exhilarating experience! The theme for
the Ecumenical Service was, “Let’s build something together”
(Hebrews 3:41).

And, then, the culmination… The Framing Frenzy on April
28, 2018 on Delaware State University campus where the Trans-
formation A.M.E. Zion church family, friends and members of
the community; as well as surrounding areas, utilized those funds
to build a house. The builders included the homeowner, habitat
staff, the Transformation A.M. E. Zion Churchmembers, Ameri-
Corps, DelawareGospelMusicWorkshop, DoverAlumnaeChap-
ter of Delta Sigma Theta

Sorority, Inc., Crossroads Community Church, Star Hill A.
M. E. Church and Maranatha Hispanic Church.

The day began with Greetings by the Mayor of Dover, the
Honorable Robin Christensen, who banged the first nail in the
frame. Throughout the day there was food, moon bounce (for
the kids), music, framing, fellowship and fun! At the end of the
day, the construction company loaded the house on a truck and

moved it to a permanent location on Cherry Street in Dover,
Delaware. At a later date, when the family has moved into their
home, the Rev. Dr. Chandler, Sr. will bless the house.

Through this outreach ministry, everyone was graciously
blessed. The next day, at Sunday Morning Worship Service,
the congregation jubilantly sang: “We’ve come this far by faith!”
Those words had taken on a new meaning for this growing es-
tablished church. The best is yet to come!

And now nearly five years later…

On May 15, 2022, with the Founding Pastor, the Rev. Dr.
R. J. Chandler, Sr., Transformation

A.M. E. Zion Church celebrated its 5th Anniversary. The
elegant week-end began with a Gala attended by nearly 200
guests, from throughout Delaware, and from as far away as Ohio
and Florida. The Gala opened the week-endwith elegance, splen-
dor; as well as pomp and circumstance.

During the formal white-tie evening, the honored guests in-
cluded dignitaries, celebrities, government officials, outstanding
citizens, humanitarians, philanthropists, donors, contributors and
so many, many more celebrants. And who were some of those
guests?What did they have to say about the “week-end-two-day”
celebration?

Mr. Anthony and Rev.Mary Simpson, out of St. Paul A.M.E.
Zion church in Salisbury, Maryland, enjoyed everything as they
celebrated with the Transformation A.M.E. Zion family. Ac-
cording to the Simpsons, “We had a good time. We enjoyed
everything; especially the program and the message delivered
by the Rev. Dr. Anthony Witherspoon. Such a profound Word.
And, by the way, who decorated the ball room so beautifully?
The room was filled with round tables covered with white linen
cloths. Each table was accented with a centerpiece of a red and
white floral arrangement. The chairs, adorned with red covers,

A weekend to remember!
By Rev. Dr. Geraldine J. Jones, Ph.D
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surrounded each table. The picture was breath-taking. We
thought the decorations were exquisite.”

A couple of other guests, hailing fromOceanView, Delaware:
Mrs. Billie Showell (who was celebrating her 96th birthday) and
Mr. and Mrs. Rodney & Valerie Reeves described the Gala as
wonderful, elegant, and fantastically amazing. They enjoyed
the Jazz Combo and the Silent Auction. They were highly im-
pressed with the young escorts and ushers who were children
and youth from Transformation A. M. E. Zion Church. Those
young gentlemen escorted guests to their tables, assisted the hon-
orees to the podium as they received their plaques, and served
as waiters for the seniors and in-ambulatory guests.”

When asked to share their opinions about the Gala and The
Cornerstone Dedication Service, the Rev. Dr. William E. Kelly,
Presiding Elder of the Eastern Shore District, said, “Creative.
Eventful. Celebrative!” And, the First Lady of the Eastern Shore
District, Mrs. Minola Kelly, exclaimed, “It was a wonderful ser-
vice… spirit-filled!”

In response to the interview questions, the Rev. Rita M.
Paige, Pastor of New Beginnings Community A. M. E. Church
in Frederica, Delaware, stated, emphatically, “ It was a beautiful
affair, well organized. I had a nice time. The atmosphere was
appropriate. The fellowship and the program were good. The
electronic programs were contemporary and somewhat advanced
for those folks who may not have technical options. Otherwise,
the ability to access the scheduled program via cell phones and
other devices was in keeping with today’s trends.”

Brother ThomFoster, President of the Trustee Board at Trans-
formation A. M. E. Zion Church stated that for him, the Gala
was fun: “The attendance was a ‘plus’; as well as the diverse
guests list. The music was phenomenal. The food was good.
The facility was awesome. The commendable part of the event

was the Cornerstone Dedication which was ‘on-point.’ I enjoyed
the service tremendously. It is my hope that the stewardship
reaped will commend the splendor of the Celebration.”

Mr. andMrs. Don and Delores Chandler of St. Luke A.M.E.
Zion Church in Buffalo, NewYork spent the two days celebrating
with the Transformation family and their son, the pastor. The
Chandlers could not say enough about the Gala and the Corner-
stone Dedication Service: “ We were really pleased with the
entire week-end and the honorees (we could have had a fewmore
women honorees). Sunday was such a beautiful experience, for
us to see our son celebrating his 25th year in the ministry. We
are so proud of him and of the Founders of Transformation A.M.
E. Zion Church. We marvel at how, together, they have pushed
forward to work in God’s vineyard. We can see God working
miracles in Transformation A.M. E. Zion Church. The week-end
was just wonderful!”

A picture speaks louder than a thousand words. Picture the
honorees that the Chandlers mentioned and the Dedication Ser-
vice messenger, the Rt. Rev.W. DarinMoore. Not to forget State
Senator Trey Pardee, who during Worship, served as the drum-
mer.Wemust not forget the Honorable Delaware House of Rep-
resentative Lisa Blunt Rochester who offered Greetings.

(Here share small candid pictures of the Dedication Service
& the Honorees.)

What a celebration!What a fellowship! What a joy divine…
leaning on God’s everlasting arm.”

And now, today, TransformationA.M. E. Zion Church stands
as the first and only Zion church in all of Dover, Kent County,
Delaware. Such an amazingly outstanding accomplishment…
a forward moving ministry to the Glory of God…the Builder of
this House!

T.A.M.E.Z.C. 2016!
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By Tyler Newman,
Staff Writer – Chowan Herald

Edenton, NC – It was a joyous and tear-filled morning on
Aug. 3 as the congregation of KadeshAMEZionChurch gathered
at the foot of their beloved home to celebrate the kickoff of a
long-awaited restoration project.
The church, located at 119 East Gale Street in Edenton, has been a
spiritual oasis and powerful cultural center for countless
Edentonians since its inception.

Constructed by once-enslaved hands – legendary carpenter Han-
nibal Badham Sr. – the Gothic Revival church stands as a testament
to not only the Badham family, but to the perseverance of the African
American community through disparity and discrimination.

In 2003, the church saw structural damage due to Hurricane Is-
abel, leaving it unsafe for parishioners to worship inside. While much
of Edenton pushed forward from the hurricane, the damage wrought
to Kadesh has remained a vestige of Isabel and her fury for nearly 20
years.

Fundraisers and donations helped kickstart a renovation campaign
several years ago. The awarding of two Sacred Spaces grants pushed
the project even further.

But it was the surprise $2.1million from theNorthCarolinaGeneral
Assembly last fall that gave the project a much needed shot in the
arm.

State Rep. Ed Goodwin (R-Chowan) brought the state funding
announcement to the congregation at their temporary home on Bad-
ham Road back in November. He later said that “there wasn’t a dry
eye in the room.”

Assembling at Kadesh on Aug. 3, a group of church parishioners,
members of the Edenton Historical Commission (EHC), town leaders
and the Kadesh Restoration Committee excitedly acknowledged the
beginning of the first phase of the project.

Don Faircloth of Edenton Construction will lead the first phase
of the renovation, saying that stabilizing the building and sealing it
from the elements is step one.

“I have been working for two or three years on this project. This
building has been a dream of mine for years, it hurts my heart to see
it in this shape,” Faircloth said. “It’s a gem that I have wanted to do
for the community, it is an honor and privilege for my company and
I to do this.”

Work is expected to commence soon, with contracts already fi-
nalized.

“I’m trying to hold back tears,” said Sadie Riddick, a lifelong
Kadesh member. “We are so grateful and thankful for what is being
done, I’m so happy this morning. We have prayed and prayed that
this would happen and it has.”

Riddick said she is ready to come back to Gale Street to worship.
The Rev. Haywood Dillahunt offered a prayer over the group and

church upon gathering. He referenced the Book of Psalm in his invo-
cation.

“Accept that the Lord builds the house; they that labor, labor in
vain,” Dillahunt said.

Taking a brief tour inside before the gathering, Kadesh member
Willie Drew guided across the church’s hallowed floor, elaborating
on how it once was.

Drew motioned to where the church’s kitchen was, as well as the
organ, a stairwell and the old layout of the sanctuary. Lifting the cover
from an old piano, he noted its condition gingerly, as if meeting an
old friend. While he pointed around to century-old history, the smile
never left his face.

Engraved just above the sanctuary is “Luke 18:27.” The verse
reads: “What is impossible with man is possible with God.”

At the peak of its glory, Kadesh boasted Tiffany stained glass
windows, gothic arches, Victorian chandeliers and perhaps the largest
sanctuary in Edenton – large enough for 400 souls to worship in.

“I am grateful for the community, members, the historical com-
mittee, Rep. Ed Goodwin and especially to God for the work that
will begin. It is important that this membership return to their original
building to worship Him in spirit and truth and to be able to host the
district, Albemarle Conference and other events when available,” said
Elder Fondella Leigh of the Edenton District of the Albemarle Con-
ference of the AME Zion Church.

Leigh’s father,Walter L. Leigh, was presiding elder when Kadesh
was first struck by Isabel.

“We know the restoration of Kadesh AME Zion Church will be
great for the congregation, for Gale Street, and for Edenton. We also
know it will be important to the State of North Carolina,” said Robert
Leath, Executive Director of the EHC and Project Manager.

Kadesh’s role in promoting unity over division was emphasized
as well.

“In fact, the Kadesh restoration project is nationally important.
At a moment when our country is so often focused on division, the
Kadesh restoration shows how historic preservation can be inclusive,
not exclusive; how it can invite people in, not push people out, to
build an even larger community of support for historic preservation,”
Leath said.

Leath said that in the near future, he hopes to hear Kadesh’s bell
ringing out over Edenton once more.

Kadesh Restoration Committee member and EHCCommissioner
Sam Dixon said that the revitalization of Kadesh is a miracle.

“It has been a long, difficult path to get this project to this point.
The congregation is to be congratulated for never giving up,” Dixon
said. “I can remember those cold winter days over a decade ago when
we all came together with nothing but hope and prayers to dream that
this might someday become a reality.”

Dixonwas instrumental in securing the Sacred Spaces grants early
on in the restoration process.

“Saving Kadesh is proof that a community can accomplish any-
thing when everyone comes together to make it happen,” Dixon said.
“This is a great day for Kadesh and for Edenton.”

Kickoff for Kadesh restoration held

Greensboro, NC. Dr. Butler completed Officer
Candidate School (OCS) at the North Carolina
Military Academy, Fort Bragg, NC and was
commissioned as a Second Lieutenant in the
US Army National Guard/Army Reserve.

Dr. Butler served in the U. S. Army
National Guard/Army Reserve, honorably

discharged with the rank of Captain. Dr.
Butler also worked with the Piedmont
Triad Council of Government Area
Agency on Aging, covering six counties
in Piedmont NC, as an Elder Rights Co-
ordinator and Regional Long-Term Care
Ombudsman; the Rockingham County
Council on Aging, Reidsville, NC, as a

Community Case Manager; the Randolph
County Senior Adults Association, Ashe-
boro, NC, as a Program Developer.

Dr. Butler, a native of Greensboro NC,
has been a resident of Knoxville TN since
2007; is married to Rev. Donna M. Butler
with 3 children and 6 grandchildren.

Knoxville County PE Continued…
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By Rev. Ronald A. Nathan,
World Politics Editor

Kenya, a country the size of Texas, with a population of 54
million continues to amazemany political commentators not least
because of the legal challenge to the presidential election results
concluded on August 9, 2022.

Wafula Chebukati, the Independent Electoral and Boundary
Commission’s (IEBC) chairperson and the chief election returning
officer had declared Dr. William Ruto, the leader of Kenya
Kwanza, the president - elect of the Republic of Kenya. This has
been challenged by the Azimio kwa Moja political leader, Raila
Odinga.

The media headlines focussed on the disturbances that took
place at the central tallying centre located at the Bomas of Kenya
cultural centre. In front of the international media and observers
scuffles broke out, tables and chairs were thrown and four of the
seven elections commissioners attached to the Independent Elec-
toral and Boundary Commission (IEBC) walked out.

Irrespective of these erratic events around the declaration of

the IEBC I want to salute Kenya for its progressiveness and po-
litical maturity. This progress and maturity was evident if one
would take a longitudinal view of the Kenya.

First, in a country independent for only 58 years it has been
dogged in the past with politically inspired violence. The people
of Kenya today chose peace during this general elections.

Second, the nationmade a significant move from ethnic-based
politics to issue-based politics.

Third, the country offered a high level of electoral transparency
with the development and spread of technology.

Fourth, is the acceptance of a robust judiciarywho is considered
by the people as the final arbiter in respect to any disputed matter
pertaining to the general elections.

Fifth, is the growth in the creditability of theNon-Governmen-
tal-Organization sector who are prepared at great personal risk to
hold government accountable to high international standards.

I therefore interpret the current presidential challenge not as
a sign of weakness in the electoral process but as a strength of the
growth and development of the people of Kenya and their institu-
tions. This is the entrenchment of democracy in a young nation.

Kenyan General Election - a Sign of Political Maturity

The image of the Caribbean as a paradise is a historical reality
for some of its past and present inhabitants. This image of the re-
gion running south of the Floridas, gained future lure when in the
15th century Portuguese and Spanish explorers spoke of and set
out for the mysterious El Dorado.

ThenameElDoradobecameassociatedwith themyth surround-
ing the adventures of Juan Martin de Albujar in the Guianas, and
became a metaphor for any place where wealth could be rapidly
acquired. Added to this myth was the advent of Trans-Atlantic
Slaverywhere theCaribbean became amagnet for those Europeans
colonizers who were able to access a source of reliable labor and
of capital accumulation. It made the planters rich, and slaveholders
dominated not just the economybut the region's politics and culture.

Whenwe come into themodern era theCaribbean is the location
of paradise due to the natural beauty of the islands, the proverbial
sun, sand and sea and increasingly eco-tourism through its lush
flora and fauna. Top travel magazines, advertise the region as a

paradise for the top ten percent of the richest persons in the world.
From theEuropean andNorthAmericawintermonths ofDecember
to April, the world’s wealthy bring their yachts and private jets
to the azure waters of the Caribbean for a little sunshine and con-
spicuous consumption.

TheCaribbean’s exotic foods and unique combinations of aged
rums provides a delightful menu for the rich and famous in exclu-
sive resorts and villas in the Antigua, Anguilla, Barbados, Ba-
hamas, St Vincent and the Grenadines and Turks and Caicos Is-
lands. The exclusivity of these places can fall into theweekly price
raise of US$50.000 to US$150,000. Most of the Caribbean in-
habitants do not get a glimpse of this world. Those who do work
in these villas are cooks, drivers and entertainers.

The diversity of the Caribbean is that in this location there is
another which is populated by the majority of the regions persons
of African descent who dream of employment in the above world
and to have the privilege to access some US dollars or Euros.

The Caribbean "islands of enchantment," and the playground
of the rich and famous is also home to a majority poor Black
population. The Caribbean is a region caught between the
historical legacy of European colonialism and the challenge of
poorly performing economies in a global context of increased
competition.
The Caribbean, stretches from the Floridas in the North to the
Guianas in the South gets its’ name from the Caribs, one of the
indigenous people groups. Its current population of 44 million
persons are made up of the descendants of the indigenous peoples,
descendants of enslaved Africans, and descendants of indentured
servants from India and Europe.

Caribbean governments have pegged their economies to the va-
garies of the tourism sector and is now themost tourism – dependent
region in the world. Tourism has been an important component of
Caribbean island economy formore than three decades. Thebusiness
model of Caribbean tourism is based largely on the deployment of
low-wageworkers indestination surroundingswhich imitates thepast
colonial plantation era. Researchers in tourism studies show that a
1% expansion in real Gross Domestic Product (GDP) is associated
with a 1.2% increase in tourist arrivals. However, the Caribbean’s

ability to grow tourist arrivals is limited by its small land space.
In addition, to the competition for tourism revenue by desti-

nations outside the Caribbean, regional states are struggling to
find new means to maintain and expand the tourism trade. Alter-
native tourism venues such as sex, gambling, tax evasion,medical,
sports, culture and ecology are being implemented. Some of these
offerings however, are indeed degrading to Caribbean people and
their cultural traditions.

While there are other factors to the persistence of poverty in the
region such as poor governance, undeveloped human capital, and a
lack of institutional capacity. Government and non-governmental
agencies, including the Christian church, must do more to develop
the human capital of these small territories.

TheCaribbean continues to be challenged by population growth
that outgrows its provision of employment opportunities. It is only
withadvances ineducation linked toemploymentopportunities locally
andgloballywill theCaribbeanbe able to increase economicgrowth,
reduce unemployment and develop its human capital.

The delivery of decent education anddecent opportunities for em-
ployment will also allow more Caribbean people to access the world
of the privileged that exists within the same geographical space.

The Caribbean, Same Location, Two Different Worlds (Part 1)

The Caribbean, Same Location, Two Different Worlds (Part 2)

By Rev. Ronald A. Nathan, World Politics Editor
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With more than 6 million Americans and 180,000 North
Carolinians living with Alzheimer's disease today, re-
searchers are working tirelessly to advance science that will
lead to earlier detection, preventions and additional new
treatments for Alzheimer’s and all dementia.

Last week, more than 10,000 researchers attended the
Alzheimer’s Association International Conference®
(AAIC®) 2022 both in person and virtually to share the latest
in Alzheimer’s and dementia science. Highlights included:

Another reason to move your body. Results are in
from the longest-ever clinical trial of exercise in older
adults with mild memory problems. After 12 months
of regular physical activity -- aerobic exercise or
stretching -- study participants experienced no signifi-
cant cognitive decline.

Junk food might be hurting our brains. Researchers
studied more than 10,000 people over eight years and
found that high consumption of ultra-processed foods
led to a 28% faster decline in cognitive function.

Racism’s impact on memory. In a study of nearly
1,000 adults, exposure to interpersonal and institu-
tional racism was associated with lower memory
scores, especially among Black individuals.

More long-term impacts of COVID-19. Researchers
found that loss of smell due to COVID-19 infection
may be a better predictor of long-term cognitive and
functional impairment than severity of the illness.

Earning less money may increase dementia risk.
Compared with workers earning higher wages, sus-
tained low-wage earners experienced significantly
faster memory decline in older age.

“There is great progress in Alzheimer’s and dementia re-
search,” said Katherine L. Lambert, CEO for the Alzheimer’s
Association – Western Carolina Chapter, who attended the
conference. “This year at AAIC, we heard new ideas about
what makes us at risk, as well as a diverse array of treatments
and prevention methods for Alzheimer’s disease and all de-
mentia. The work of the scientific community holds great
promise for the future worldwide, and in our own back yard
here in North Carolina.”

More than 80 scientific presentations from the conference
were from N.C.-based researchers and investigators from in-
cluding: Duke, University, East Carolina University, Univer-
sity of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, UNC Greensboro,
Wake Forest University and other research centers.

To learn more about the studies presented at the 2022
Alzheimer’s Association International Conference, go to al-
z.org/aaic. The Alzheimer's Association is available with in-
formation and support for families as they navigate the dis-
ease and related research. For more information on the
Alzheimer’s Association - Western Carolina Chapter, visit
the alz.org/northcarolina or call the 24/7 Helpline at
800.272.3900.

Groundbreaking Alzheimer’s Research Revealed
at Alzheimer’s Association International Conference
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In most religious traditions, a hearty meal after services is
optional. But scholars say the importance of Sunday dinner, or
its equivalent in other faiths, shouldn’t be discounted.

“It is very clear to me that food is central to all of the world’s
religions, whether as a way of bringing people together in fel-
lowship or serving as a symbol of religious history and doctrine,”
says Elĳah Siegler, a religious studies professor at the College
of Charleston.

According to Siegler, whether the gathering in question is a
fellowship meal in a social hall or a meetup of congregants at a
nearby restaurant, sharing food gives worshippers an opportunity
to strengthen their bonds and consider the morning’s message.

Those aims are generally accomplished even if the chicken’s
oversalted and the cakes are storebought. For church leaders,
though, the quality of the meal matters.

“From a pastoral perspective, giving sermons, leading wor-
ship, and counselling parishioners are all hard work, requiring
physical as much as spiritual sustenance,” Siegler says.

To put it anotherway, clergymembers are uniquely positioned
to know which restaurants to patronize after services.

The Food Section, a twice-weekly newsletter covering food
and drink across the American South, is hoping to showcase a
few of those favorites. We’re looking for places that may not
get a lot of press attention but deserve recognition for serving
their communities every Sunday.

If you know a restaurant that fits the bill, please email
Hanna Raskin at readthefoodsection@gmail.com.

Thank you in advance for your help!

Hearty meal after services
By Hanna Raskin, Editor and publisher The Food Section

thefoodsection.substack.com
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By Rev. Melanie Miller,
Ph.D., D.Min., M.Div.

OnMay 10th, I deliv-
ered the eulogy for a 100-
year-old World War II
(WWII) veteran who
grewup inVarickMemo-
rial African Methodist
Episcopal Zion (AME
Zion)Church,where I pa-
stored for nine years.Mr.
Eugene Dednamwas de-
scribed at his death at be-

ing penniless and alone.
However, to my surprise, when I arrived at the graveside service
held at George Washington Cemetery, Paramus, NJ, hundreds of
veterans, public agents, law enforcement, NBC and other news
outlets, and citizens from all aroundNew Jersey had come to honor
him.Mr.Dednam, better known as “Eugene,”was proudly inducted
into the United States Army and officially joined during WWII.
He servedwith honor and distinction for the 4043rdQuartermaster
TruckCompany in six campaigns in the European Theater ofWar:
the Ardennes, Central Europe, Normandy, Northern France, and
Rome-Arno, earning the European-African-Middle Eastern
(EAME)CampaignMedal,WWIIVictoryMedal, andGoodCon-
duct Medal.

Eugene returned home from the war with his friends in 1945.
His friends included Mr. Piney Summerville, also one hundred
years old and currently residing in a nursing home, the late Arthur
Rochester, brother of the late Bishop Enoch B. Rochester of The
AME Zion Church, and others who looked like him with colored
skin. When these men returned home after the war, they did not
receive the hero’s welcome as depicted by many ticker-tape pa-
rades recorded at the time.Many of theseBlackmen,my ancestors,
even as they served, were shunned, disrespected, abused, denied
benefits, chastised, beaten, and killed for wearing their military
uniform. Despite the prejudice they experienced, these men wore
their uniforms with great pride and dignity reflecting their honor,
courage, and commitment. I stand here today, a Black American
woman, withmy husband, Rev. Jimmie LewisMiller, Sr., a retired
Navy Commander, who was a submarine officer, two of my sons,
Jerome, who served in the United States Marine Corps as an Os-
prey pilot and Jason, who served as a Surface Warfare Officer in
theNavy and is now completingmedical school to serve as aNavy
physician, and my many Brothers and Sisters of Color serving in
the United States Armed Forces, as our ancestors’, like Eugene,
wildest dream.

After learning of his death through the news media and that I
would be officiating Eugene’s graveside service, a cousin, Karla,
contactedme. Karla and somemembers of VarickMemorial AME
Zion, who knew, remembered, or heard stories about him, shared
withme his life, after returning from thewar. Heworked atMacy’s
in New York City and loved to “dress to the nines.” I imagine he
intentionally dressed so well because he loved to walk, and he
wanted tomake sure he lookedgoodwalking.Ms. ShirleyRandolph,
the younger sister of his friend, Enoch Rochester, described how
Eugene alwayswalked past her family home onClay Street headed
to the Post Office. Others saw him walking down Union, State,
Main and Essex Streets, while some described how he continued
to walk to the grocery store way past his 95th birthday. He was
described by all of them as fiercely independent and very private.
However, the point that struck homewithme in our conversations
was the family’s discussion of his arrangements. They had the

opportunity to postpone the service and plan a family service of
their own, but they chose not to do so. Karla told me that, once
they discussed the homegoing celebration planned by theVeterans
Affairs Officewith fullmilitary honors, they decided the graveside
service should proceed. The family felt Eugene was so deserving
of such an honor for his service to this country; and in a way, they
felt it transcended time and location to honor not only him but
those who never received the honor due them. This honor was
probably one of Eugene’s wildest dreams.

As aChaplain in theUSNavy, I know firsthand fromcounseling
service members that war affects people in ways that many who
have never served on the front lines can even begin to conceive
or as Eugene’s family pointed out, to understand. Consider the
war in Ukraine as it is broadcast live into our homes and how it
is affecting us thousands of miles away. We cannot begin to
fathom its effects on those right there amid the bombings, the
shootings, the tanks, and the armored vehicles rumbling through,
as the enemy invades their homes, destroys their communities,
and upsets their livelihood. Eugene served this country in six back-
to-back campaigns in another country to support and defend the
constitution of these United States of America and the inalienable
rights to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness for its citizens
and its allies.War affected him in a waymanywould never know
or begin to understand. When he returned home, his family said
hewas different. Eugenewas a different person, and they believed
he was so private because he was often deep in his own thoughts.
I wonder if he may have been deep in his visions and dreams.
Maybe he reflected on howhe and somanyBlackmen andwomen
served proudly. Maybe he often remembered the treatment he re-
ceived when he returned home and his struggle to find healing for
the mental war wounds he sustained. Perhaps his thoughts wove
in and out of scenes of the European campaigns in which he op-
erated abroad with his brothers in arms, while tracing imaginary
fingers along the psychological, emotional, and spiritual scars he
sustained.

As I pondered this, I began to realize that perhaps Eugenewhile
deep in his thoughts was dreaming ofmy future, dreaming of your
future, dreaming of our future--dreaming his wildest dream that
one day, I, a Black American woman with two doctoral degrees,
an ordained elder in The AME Zion Church and recipient of nu-
merous awards, proving my leadership and service, both military
and civilian, would achieve the rank of Lieutenant Commander
as an officer in the U.S. Navy. More than that, maybe his wildest
dream was that I would serve as a chaplain in the Navy endorsed
by The AME Zion Church to care for Sailors, Marines, Coast
Guardmen andwomen,MerchantMarines, and their familymem-
bers across the nation and around the world. His wildest dream
could have been of my serving alongside and caring for Marines
and Sailors atMarine Corps Air Ground Combat Center, Twenty-
nine Palms, California at Marine Wing Support Squadron 374,
earning the designation of a FleetMarine Force QualifiedOfficer.
His wildest dreammay have been my serving Sailors on ships, in
chapels and commands around the world, earningmymemorable
piping ashore upon detaching from theUSSStethem inYokosuka,
Japan or receiving the Navy and Marine Corps Commendation
Medal for extraordinary service rendered atOfficer TrainingCom-
mand Newport, Rhode Island. Or perhaps his wildest dream was
closer to home. Maybe he dreamed of my being appointed as the
Pastor of four distinguished A.M.E. Zion churches, including
Sycamore Hill, Gatesville, NC, Martin Temple, Compton, CA,
Varick Memorial, Hackensack, NJ, and now the notable St. Paul
in Ewing, NJ. I ammy ancestors’ wildest dream. I amMr. Eugene
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Dedham’s wildest dream.
Mycurrent position in theNavy is theChaplainProgramsOfficer

for Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion for Navy Recruiting Com-
mand, Millington, TN. In this position I realized over the years,
even since the Vietnam war, many course corrections had to be
made in the treatment of military service members of color and
gender, specifically women, to get us to this seemingly equitable
state. It is clear in our history that many course corrections had to
be made for women to serve and to lead as officers in the armed
forces where their knowledge, experience and skills were recog-
nized and employed justly and fairly. However, more course cor-
rections need to be made if we are going to have a military that
reflects the diversity of American citizens. This diversity must be
intrinsic in recruiting and retention methods that model equality
in the ranks, enlisted and officer, as we do our part in dismantling
not only sexism but for women and service members of color,
systemic and systematic racism that is ingrained in our culture.
Our armed forces must not just state that all are welcome but be
an institution that reflects in action, policy, and practice in all the
ranks to make everyone feel that we all belong.

As an elder, a pastor and a woman minister, I realize many
course corrections were made in the past in how women were
treated in the church. The course corrections to advance women
into leadership roles in our denomination include:

1. The removal of theword “male” from The Discipline
of the African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church in 1876 at the
15th Session of the General Conference, allowing women for the
first time to vote for trustees in their local churches and participate
in Quarterly and Annual Conferences.

2. The election in 1892 of Mrs. Fannie Van Bronk as
the first woman delegate who was seated at the 19th Session of
the General Conference.

3. The ordination of Rev. Julia A.J. Foote on May 20,
1894. She was the first woman ordained a Deacon. She was or-
dained by Bishop James Walker Hood at the 73rd Session of the
New York Annual Conference held in Poughkeepsie, NY.

4. The ordination of Rev. Mary Small in 1898 as the
first woman ordained Elder. She was ordained by Bishop Charles
Calvin Pettey at the Philadelphia andBaltimoreAnnualConference.

5. According to the IndianapolisRecorder, onSeptember
23, 1899, Rev. Lizzie Butts was appointed to pastor ElizabethMis-
sion, a small mission church in Evansville, Indiana. She is noted
as the first woman to be appointed a pastor; however, Rev. Florence
Randolph-Spearing is the first confirmedwoman appointed pastor.

6. Dr. Madie L. Simpson was the first woman elected
as a General Officer in 1976 at the 40th Session of the General
Conference.

7. In 1978, Rev. Harriett Olivia Hooks was appointed
the first female presiding elder by Bishop George Junius Leake
III at the Southwest Rocky Mountain Conference in California in
the Western Episcopal District.

8. Dr. Betty V. Smith was elected the first woman pres-
ident of the Connectional Lay Council in 1976.

9. In 1996, the Honorable AdeleMosley Riley, a Judge
in the U.S. District Court of Ohio, was elected the first woman
president of the Judicial Council.

10. On July 18, 2008, at the 48th Session of the General
Conference held inAtlanta, GA, Rev. Dr.Mildred “Bonnie”Hines
was elected the firstwomanand98th bishop in the line of succession.

11. On July 22, 2012, at the 49th Session of the General
Conference, Rev. Dr. Kathryn Gertrude Brown was elected the
first woman to serve as General Secretary of the Christian Educa-
tion Department.

12. Mrs. Addie L. Hudson Lisby was elected the first

womanand17thEditor of theStar ofZion (SOZ) at the 49thSession
of the General Conference in 2012.

13. In 2013, I was appointed the first woman pastor of
Varick Memorial; and on January 1, 2022, I began serving as the
first woman appointed pastor of St. Paul.

The appointment of many women to leadership roles as the
firsts in their office or appointments remains a commonoccurrence
today in the year of our Lord 2022. However, many more course
corrections will need to be made if we are going to have a church
that reflects the diversity of those called by God’s name in the
ranks of leadership in our church as episcopal leaders, general
officers, presiding elders, pastors of established churches, and rep-
resentatives of the denomination as the norm and not an inconsis-
tent reality. These course corrections must obliterate the question
of whether women are “qualified” and the discussion of whether
“The AME Zion Church is ready for another female leader.” The
course corrections wemakemust normalize the acknowledgment
and advancement of the knowledge, experience, skills, anointing,
and the heart for God and His people women bear as they operate
in their calling. As we reflect on what the goal of any course cor-
rections should be in our church, we must refer to John’s vision,
his wildest dreams in Revelation 7:9-10 of God’s plan for His
kingdom,

After this I looked, and behold, a greatmultitude that one could
number, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and lan-
guages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed
in white robes, with palm branches in their hands, and crying out
with a loud voice, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the
throne, and to the Lamb!

When we embrace the prophesied diversity, equality, and in-
clusion of God’s kingdom, we must endeavor to be intentional in
our efforts to ensure we do not exclude those God has called for
a time such as this to lead His people no matter their gender. For
Matthew 28:18-20 Jesus tells us as His disciples,

All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.
So, wherever you go, make disciples of all nations: Baptize them
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Teach them to do everything I have commanded you. And remem-
ber that I am always with you until the end of time.

This imperative by Jesus sets no parameters or qualifications
as to who is to go, make disciples, baptize, teach, and remember,
except to beHis disciple. Unfortunately, our human nature of self-
preservation and sinfulness impede our ability to accept Joel’s
wildest dreams forGod’s restored and repentant people as recorded
in 2:28-29:

And afterward, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your
sons and daughters will prophesy, your old men will dream
dreams, your young men will see visions. Even on my servants,
both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in those days.

However, to reflect that we receive Jesus’ commission and
believe in Joel’s dream, our course correctionsmust take in account
James’s teaching in 2:1-4.

My brothers and sisters, believers in our glorious Lord Jesus
Christ must not show favoritism. Suppose a man comes into your
meeting wearing a gold ring and fine clothes, and a poor man in
filthy old clothes also comes in. If you show special attention to
the man wearing fine clothes and say, “Here’s a good seat for
you,” but say to the poor man, “You stand there” or “Sit on the
floor by my feet,” have you not discriminated among yourselves
and become judges with evil thoughts?

James wrote that letter in a time not much different than our
own today thatwas filledwith prejudice and hatred, based on class,
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ethnicity, nationality, and religious background. People did not
care about the consequences associated with actingwith bias; and,
therefore, they readily dealt out labels of classification, enacted
policies and conducted practices that reflected their biased hearts.
Peoplewere identified, policed, and treated as Jew orGentile, slave
or free, rich or poor, Greek or barbarian, or whatever the powers
that be imposed, much like today. However, we know, those of
us who identify as Christians, that a significant aspect of the work
of Jesus was to break down the walls that divided humanity, and
to bring forth a unified church of all people in Him (Ephesians
2:14-15). Like Jesus, the early church of Christian believers whose
behaviors reflected their love of God probably shocked those who
were in power and held influence over the community, raising their
wildest nightmares. The unity of spirit and the openness in which
these new believers shared probably caught these predisposed
leaders off guard, probably nothing they saw in their wildest
dreams, because they were the ones who held the responsibility
of meeting the needs of the people, doing good, and carrying out
justice and fairness. They were the ones whose actions greatly
impacted the lives of those they led, with whom they worked, or
served. These Christian believers did these things without the lim-
itations of the law and partiality they would generally use in the
practice of their office.We know in our society today, unity, doing
good, being fair and just, and being transparent do not come au-
tomatically and require intentionality. For the early believers to
get to that state, the apostles had to teach them to never hold the
faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, never to call themselves Christian
believerswhile showing bias, partiality of one person over another.

According to Scripture, partiality shows evil intent because it
reflects that one cares more for the outward appearance, the things
of worldly thinking and aspiration, and does not consider the heart.
The late Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s expression of one of
his wildest dreams sums up James’s epistle statement, “I have a

dream that my four little children will one day live in a nation
where they will not be judged by the color of their skin, but by
the content of their character.” Not by their bling, not by their
designer clothes, not by their societal, economic, or cultural priv-
ilege, not by their dominance over others, not their femininewiles,
or macho bravado, not by their PhDs or other educational accom-
plishments, but by what they bring to the table that lies beneath
the gender identification, but by their heart which is the manifes-
tation of each authentic being created in the image of God.

It is up to us together to elect and appoint leaders in our de-
nomination, over our districts and churches, no matter their race,
nationality, gender, or Christian style of worship receive the same
special attention of those traditionally given special treatment in
our churches. We must ensure that they are not relegated to prac-
tices that overlook them, neglect them, avoid them, reject them,
devalue them, ignore them, and eventually frustrate and turn them
away or never bring them to the table in the first place. As we
respond daily to the current call on our lives wrapped up in our
service as Zionites for the purpose of building God’s kingdom,
Micah 6:8 says it best. “He has shown you, O mortal, what is
good. And what does the Lord require of you? To act justly and
to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.” Our future
course corrections must reflect justice, mercy, and humility so
that the leadership reflects the diversity of our membership and
the people we serve. This diversity must be inherent in our ap-
pointment and election of leaders, as well as our training and re-
tention methods, that model equality in the ranks, clergy and lay
membership, as we do our part in dismantling the injustices that
maintain the stained-glass ceiling erected to limit the advancement
of women that is ingrained in our church culture and traditions.
The make-up of the leadership must not just state that all are wel-

The Los Angeles District
African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church

OFFICIAL STATEMENT ON THE PROPOSAL TO EXPAND ORDINANCE 41:18

July 27, 2022

“And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of
Man has nowhere to lay his head.” - Matthew 8:20

We the members of the Los Angeles District of the historical African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church,
also known as the “The Freedom Church” boldly and loudly oppose the expansion of inhumane
ordinances and laws that criminalize those who are experiencing homelessness in the City of Los
Angeles like 41:18.

The proposed amendment on 41:18 is the most dramatic expansion, creating unhoused exclusion
zones across a massive portion of Los Angeles. Despite what the Council believes, a significant portion
of Angelenos opposes criminalization as a tool to address homelessness, knowing that it is expensive,
ineffective, and inhumane. History has already taught us, that criminalizing and policing our
unsheltered friends only leads to more incarceration and we believe that it is sinful to continue to keep
pushing “the least of these” into jails when we clearly have the resources 888*to uplift every Angeleno
out of homelessness and poverty.

We, the members of the Los Angeles District of the historical African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church
boldly and loudly declare that homelessness is not a crime, being poor is not a crime and any
ordinance used to displace and criminalize our fellow siblings who are experiencing homelessness is a
human rights violation and morally wrong.

We, the members of the Los Angeles District of the African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church, call on all
Los Angeles City Council Members to oppose expansion on 41:18 and to invest in resources like
housing, healthcare, mental health, and harm reduction resources, and other much-needed
resources for those living in encampments, in our city.

Servants of love, justice, and hope;

The Los Angeles District, A.M.E Zion Church

The Reverend Redeem Robinson, Minister of Social Justice of the Los Angeles District

The Reverend Alonzo Braggs, Presiding Elder of the Los Angeles District

Continues… next page
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come but be the church of God that reflects in action, policy, and
practice as a norm that we all belong.

So, as I stand here today as a Black woman, an elder, and
a leader in our great church, I endeavor to seek out God first
in all things and to live right before Him with the knowledge,
encouragement, and conviction that reflect that I stand here as
one who knows that I ammy ancestors’ wildest dream. I implore
you to join my efforts to ensure that the past does not repeat
itself and that we ensure that some dreams of the past come
true as we make course corrections in our efforts as to identify,
elect, appoint, and send out leaders, especially women leaders
in The AME Zion Church.

Let us pray:
OLord Almighty, remember those who dreamed of our future

andwho sacrificedmuch to ensure that one day their dreamswould
become realities. Protect those like us, whether women, people of
color or other underrepresented minorities, who currently serve
not only our church but our nation and around the world. Let our
hearts be compassionate, and our minds clear and determined, in
giving all thosewho offer themselves to serveYou andYour people

our respect and special attention. And let us in all things be de-
pendent on the loving kindness of the Lord our God.

As we continue the work laid at our hands, let us be true to
our calling as those who serve and lead with the core values of
faith, hope, and love, with a greater reflection of our love. Help
us to be the true masters of agape, unconditional love.

O Lord, guide us in the way of moral responsibility, enlighten
us as true believers in ethics and justice.

Let this day be a day of course correction as we remember the
possible dreams ofMr. Dednam, the wildest dreams of our ances-
tors and the present aspirations of those who dare to accept their
calling, evenwhen our church and its members may not acknowl-
edge or appreciate our service.

Remember us, OLord, inYourmercy,maywe always include
You in our thinking as we make plans to do this work and have
a desire to please You so that our thoughts and our choices may
be illuminated by You. Make us a generation of dreamers, who
are doers, who go forwardwithwisdom, discipline, and good faith.
In the precious name of Jesus, we do pray. Amen.

Stay up to date on the latest news and happenings in Zion. Subscribe to
The Star of Zion for only $38 per year for 12 issues. It will be delivered
once a month to the address given below. Don’t miss a single issue!

First Last
Name: Rev. / Dr.

Phone:

Address:

E-mail (REQUIRED)

I already subscribe to The Star, but would like my address changed to that above.

OFFICIAL SUBSCRIPTION FORM
YES! I would like The Star of Zion delivered to my home. Please Bill Me Payment Enclosed

Please send a check or money order, payable to:
The Star of Zion P.O. Box 26770
Charlotte, NC 28221-6770
Please allow 4-6 weeks to process your subscription.
Questions or concerns about subscriptions may
be directed to subscribe@starofzion.org
or call or offices Monday-Friday, 10am-4pm
at (704) 688-2561

Visit https://www.starofzion.org/subscribe
to subscribe online today.

SCAN TO
SUBSCRIBE

ZionChurch spoke to the parents regarding aMecklenburgCounty
Positive Parenting Program (PPP).

Then, under the direction of Mrs. Anika Robinson, students
from pre-K through recent high school graduates put on “The
Greatest Fashion Show in Zion”. Each of the sixteen students
modeled their school fashions for the new year in their own way.
They strutted, walked and some even ran across the runway! For
their participation they each were rewarded with a gift card from
Chick-fil-A restaurants. Take-out lunches were also provided by
the restaurant for all in attendance.

Mr. J. Gilbert McRae, the District Director of Christian Ed-
ucationmade remarks and gave thanks to all department directors

and participants in this energy-charged back to school event. All
the donated school supplies from the churches, members and the
District Women’s Home and Overseas Missionary Society will
be donated to the Winding Springs Elementary School in the
neighborhood of Rockwell AME Zion Church.

Presiding Elder Wardell Henderson gave accolades to the
students, the parents and the directors for a remarkable program.
He encouraged the students to do their school work and to be
obedient. He prayed for the students, parents and teachers for a
successful and safe school year.

Everyone left the rally excited and energized to begin the
new school year.

NC Back 2 School Event Continued…

From the bottom of my heart,
I thank all of Zion for the prayers and support during this most difficult time.

- Renee Felton Pullen

Reginald M. Felton
Labor 1/1/1947 - Reward 6/11/2022

Gladys M. Felton
Labor 12/9/1925 - Reward 8/10/2022
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Janice Elizabeth Howard Avant

was born in Evergreen, Alabama on June 20, 1933. She was
the eldest child of the late Annie Mae (nee Ferguson) and Robert
Wright. When she was a child, her family joined the Great Migra-

tion north, settling in Buffalo, New York.
Janice attended the Buffalo public schools, excelling in her aca-

demic pursuits. She honed her musical talents by studying the piano
and flute, and by singing in several choirs. Janice was a master seam-
stress who sewed most of her wardrobe. She gifted family members
and friends with her beautiful creations. Janice played pinochle, bid
whist, and bridge. Her gardenswere an eclectic hodgepodge of blooms,
reflecting her love for flowers of all types.

Janice graduated with honors from every school she attended.
As an adolescent, she did not receive the acknowledgement and ac-
colades she deserved due to racism. She did not let this deter her
from pursuing higher education, however. Janice was a proud alumna
of Morgan State College (now Morgan State University), Class of
1955. While attending Morgan State, Janice met and married upper-
classman Richard V. Avant. They were married for more than 65
years.

Janice and Richard lived in Fort Bragg, North Carolina, and
Chicago, Illinois, before settling in Summit, New Jersey, where mem-
bers of Richard’s family lived. They lived in Summit for twenty years.
Janice and Richard encountered racism, both overt and covert. Janice
showed her determination to prove that she was equal to anyone by
breaking several barriers. One notable achievement was becoming
the first African American employee hired as a bank teller by the
Summit & Elizabeth Trust Company. Janice also served as a member
of the board of directors of the Summit YWCA and the Child Devel-
opment Board.

Janice left the banking industry for the field of education, becom-
ing a teacher for the Newark Public Schools. In order to augment her
career path, Janice attended Bank Street College of Education, grad-
uating with a master’s degree. Janice served at several schools, first
as a teacher, then as a Title I instructor, then as a guidance counselor.
She retired, after 27 years of service, as an assistant principal.

Even in retirement, Janice’s hands were not idle. She joined Delta
Sigma Theta sorority as an undergraduate. She continued to give ser-
vice through the sorority. Janice established, and partially funded, a
scholarship which was awarded to a deserving high school senior
yearly. Janice also owned a boutique, “Jan’s Gifts of Distinction”,
which sold Greek sorority and fraternity paraphernalia.

Janice accepted Christ at an early age while attending Bethel
AME Church in Buffalo. When she moved to Summit, she joined
Wallace Chapel AME Zion Church, which her mother-in-law helped
to establish. In her 60-plus years of dedicated membership, Janice
was a tireless worker for Zion on the local level. At various times,
she served as the director of the Youth Choir, coordinator of the Black
History Month Program, member of the Women’s’ Day Leadership
Team (including several stints as Women’s’ Day chairwoman), del-
egate to the Annual Conference, secretary of the Quarterly Confer-
ence, member of the StewardMinistry, member of the Church Choir,
chairperson of the FlowerMinistry, member of the Scholarship Com-
mittee, member of the Budget and Finance Committee, and president
of the Deaconess Ministry.

Janice passed just after midnight on November 11, 2020, in the
presence of her husband. Besides her parents, she is preceded in death
by her sisters, Lisa Giselle Rodgers and Sandra JoeAnn Gumbs, and
by her brother-in-law, Onaje Allan Gumbs. She is survived by her
husband, Richard V. Avant Sr.; her children, Patricia A. Jackson and
her husband, Clarence, Richard V. Jr., andMarjory Avant Cocco and

her husband, Carlos; her sister,
Linda S. Bannerman-Martin; her
grandchildren, Jocelyn, Matthew, and Clarence Vincent; her great-
grandchildren, Jahni, Melody, Jeidin, and Johann; a step-granddaugh-
ter, Verik Johnson; a goddaughter, Dawn P. Halley; and a host of
nieces, nephews, cousins, sorority sisters, church family members,
and friends, all of whom were very dear to her.

Richard Vincent Avant Sr.

was born on January 14, 1932, at Overlook Hospital in Summit,
New Jersey. He spent many of his early years living with his extended
family in Climax/Greensboro, North Carolina. He also spent time
living with the family of close friends, Talmadge and Kramer Dilling-
ham, in Summit, NJ. Richard graduated from the Manual Training
and Industrial School for Colored Youth in 1950. He then attended
Morgan State College (nowMorgan State University), graduating in
1954.

While at Morgan State, Richard served honorably in the United
States Army as a First Lieutenant during the Korean Conflict. Richard
also met and married Janice Elizabeth Howard. After his wife’s 1955
graduation from Morgan State, Richard and Janice moved several
times before settling in Summit, New Jersey. To support his now-
growing family, Richard worked as the Director of the Neighborhood
House in Plainfield, NJ; the Director of Youth Services for the United
neighborhood Centers of America; the Director of Pre-Sentence In-
tervention Services and Assistant Court Administrator of the City of
Newark; and the Newark Housing Authority.

Richard and Janice encountered racism, both overt and covert.
Richard fought racism in Summit and its surrounding communities.by
writing letters and holding sit-ins. He walked against racism with
Rev. Martin Luther King, Sr. He was the lone picketer when Senator
Strom Thurmond came to Summit to speak at an event. He was the
president of the Tri-City NAACP for several years. He taught Black
History classes to people in the community, as well as to his children.
In everything he did, Richard endeavored to emulate the example set
by his mentor, the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., of using nonvi-
olent civil disobedience to protest racial inequalities.

Richard lived a full spiritual life. He counseled and mentored
youths in Summit and Plainfield. He gave money, food, and money
for food to anyone in need. Richard was a member ofWallace Chapel
AMEZion Church for nearly 60 years.When he was healthy, Richard
sang in the Senior Choir and Male Chorus. He was a member of the
Church Newsletter staff, the Men’s Day Leadership Team, and pres-
ident of the Lay Council. Quietly and most notably, Richard served
on the church’s Feeding Committee, and he gave rides to churchmem-
bers. Richard did these things and more until dementia ravaged his
brilliant mind.

Richard was known as an entertainer. He graciously hosted family
and friends at his legendary cookouts, where he cooked slabs of his
famous barbecued ribs and piles of delicious, chopped barbecue.
Richard and Janice also traveled: Buffalo for Thanksgiving with her
family, North Carolina to visit his aunts and uncles, Wildwood, NJ
to deepen their tans.

Richard leaves to mourn his passing his children: Patricia A Jack-
son and her husband, Clarence, Richard Jr., andMarjory Avant Cocco
and her husband, Carlos. He leaves his grandchildren, on whom he
doted: Jocelyn, Matthew, and Clarence Vincent. He leaves his great-
grandchildren: Jahni, Melody, Jeidin, and Johann. Richard also leaves
a sister-in-law, Linda Bannerman-Martin; a special cousin, Clarence
Avant; two nieces, two nephews, a goddaughter, and a host of relatives
and friends.

Remembering the
Avant Family
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On the evening of August 9, 2022, Cecelia
Wallace Campbell “Ceily” (aged 82 years) ex-
changed time for eternity and answered the call
of her creator to “Come unto Me and Rest. . .”

Cecelia was born the second child of five
siblings to the late Mildred Pauline Gillispie &
Winston AlexanderWallace in Rockford, Ten-
nessee. Her siblings, Winfred Anetta Wallace
Henderson,LeonardEugeneWallace,ViolaEliz-
abeth Wallace and granddaughter Amanda
Nicole McNear Gonzales predeceased her.

Cecelia’s walk with God began at an early
age. Shewas born intomembership atMt. Pleas-
ant African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church
where her great-grandfather, the late Carson
Gillespie served as a foundingTrustee. Baptized

as an infant by the late Rev. GeorgeW.Maize
II, Cecelia gained an early appreciation for the
Kingdom Building her family had long been
committed to. Cecelia served in many capac-
ities at her beloved church. She sang in the
choir where she brought much joy and assur-
ance to many with her signature solo, “Your
Grace and Mercy”. As a youth, she served as
secretary for Sunday School, Usher, and even
helping her great-uncle, the late Bishop Paris
Arthur Wallace, Zion’s 39th Bishop with his
episcopal record keeping. She served as both
Steward and Stewardess at her local church,
activemember of theMildred P.WallaceMis-
sionary Society, and served the Tennessee Con-
ference as a HomeMissionsWorker. Stressing
the importance of faith, Cecelia’s parents in-
stilled in her and her siblings, with God, any-
thing is possible. Cecelia’s WALK WITH
GOD ENCOURAGED HER.

Strong-willed and independent, Cecelia
lived a life of love and is admired by her loved
ones for her strong Christian work ethic. A
1958 graduate of Charles M. Hall High School
in Alcoa, TN-Cecelia developed a love for
learning and keen awareness of the importance
of formal education. Cecelia was a culinarian
par excellent! She retired after over 35 years of
employment with Aluminum Company of
America (ALCOA)at SconaLodge. Sheworked

an additional 15 years at Williamsburg Villas,
and would occasionally lend a helping hand to
her first cousin Josaphine Stewart with her long-
standing catering contract at Second Presbyte-
rian Church in Knoxville. Simply put, Cecelia
knew her way around the kitchen and was best
known for her delicious baked goods. Cecelia’s
WALKWITH GOD SUSTAINED HER.

She bids a fond “see you later” to siblings;
Walter Suddreth of Alcoa,Mildred Long of Al-
coa, son Rick McNear of Alcoa, daughters;
Doris Y. McNear of Knoxville and Melanie
Brown of Rockford, grandchildren; Rev. Sam
Brown of Knoxville, Clarissa McNear of
Knoxville, AyawnaMcNear ofMaryville, aunt;
Rose Gillespie of Rockford, 6 great-grandchil-
dren, 2 great-great grandchildren a host of
nieces, nephews, cousins, relatives and friends.

Services will be held on Tuesday, August
16, 2022 at Mt. Pleasant A.M.E. Zion Chruch,
3664 Grade Road, Rockford, TN Rev. Kamau
Kenyatta, Officiating. Viewing will begin at
11:00am; family visitation at 12:00noon; cele-
bration of life at 1:00pm. Please be advised a
strict maskmandate will be enforced. Arrange-
ments entrusted to Foothills Funeral Home.

In lieu of flowers the family suggest contri-
butions be made to Mt. Pleasant A.M.E. Zion
Church 140thAnniversary Celebration inmem-
ory of Cecelia Wallace.

GladysMarie Greenfield Felton, the seventh
child of the late Arthur and Beatrice

Greenfield was born on December 9, 1925,
in Waldorf, Maryland, and departed this life on
August 10, 2022. She was baptized in St. Peters
Roman Catholic Church of Waldorf. Following
the death of both parents at the age of five, she
joined her sisters in moving to Washington, DC
under the guardianship of the late Pauline Green,
the first African American Teacher in Mont-
gomery County, MD.

She attended the Parochial and Public
Schools of DC. She received her B.S. in Educa-
tion from Knoxville College and further studies
at Norfolk State University and Chicago State
University.

She married the late Rev. Dr. Carroll M. Fel-
ton, Jr. on February 7, 1945, and to this marriage,
two children were born, a son, Reginald McCoy
who preceded her in death on June 11, 2022, and
a daughter, Renee Felton Pullen.

She was employed for ten years for the
United States Patent Office, Washington, DC.,

and employed later as the registrar for nine years
at Knoxville College in Knoxville, TN. She
taught in the school systems in Perquimans
County, NC; Bellcross, NC, and various schools
in Chicago, Il. She was the head teacher and
counselor at Tesla Alternative High School for
Pregnant Girls, when she retired in 1990.

She was a dedicated and zealous member
of the A.M.E. Zion Church. She served as the
District Chairperson for the Life Members De-
partment of the Women’s Home and Overseas
Missionary Society in threeAnnual Conferences:
Albemarle, Allegheny, and Michigan, and the
church's local chairperson at Martin Temple in
Chicago and John Wesley in Washington, DC.
She was elected in 1991 to the position of Gen-
eral Chairperson of Life Members. During her
tenure, the life members lapel pin was intro-
duced, and the record of making more than
twenty thousand life memberships.

Gladys always credited her success to her
mentors, Mrs. Etta Mae Wooten Murphy, Mrs.
Lucy David, Mrs. MedisWarren, andMrs. Ethel
Coleman. Those sisters of faith encouraged her
as she made it a personal goal to always be an
encourager to others. She often said, “It is my
desire to INSPIRE before I EXPIRE.”

She traveled extensively throughout the
United States and abroad: in West Africa, Haiti,
Brazil, Trinidad Tobago, Islands of Barbados,
Nassau, Jamaica, Kinston, Egypt, Greece, and
the Holy Land.

She has also served as a Class Leader while
a member of Martin Temple AME Zion Church,
Chicago, Il. and chaplain of the Lay Council at
John Wesley AME Zion Church.

Gladys has served in the following organi-
zations: Church Women United, YWCA Exec-
utive Board Harris Branch Chicago, Illinois, Na-
tional Council of Negro Women, World Feder-

ation of Methodist and Uniting Church Women,
National Association of Business Teachers,
Chicago Alumni Chapter Knoxville College,
AARP Washington DC.

Gladys proudly served theMidAtlantic Epis-
copal District as the receptionist during the tenure
of Bishop & Mrs. Warren M. Brown, the late
Bishop Richard Thompson, andMrs. GeorgiaM.
Thompson and the current presiding prelate
Bishop and Mrs. W. Darin Moore. She was af-
fectionately called Girl Friday.

Gladys loved family and was always increas-
ing the numbers, adding children, sisters, and
brothers. Continuing her legacy and the inspira-
tion she shared are her family.

Daughter;Renee Felton Pullen, and Daugh-
ter in Love, Dianne L. Felton.

Grandchildren; Brandon R. Felton (Brie) ,
Ashlee M., and E. McCoy Pullen.
Great-grandchildren;Grace, Oliver, and Aaron.

Cousin/Sister, Margie Knight.
Bonus Children; Dr. Theora I. Jamison, Dr.

Reginald Broadnax, and Mr. Eugene Spellman.
Brother in love; Henry D. Felton (Barbara).
Nieces;Teresa Chase, FrancesHudson,Willa

Mae Spruill, Diane Yates, MaryEllen Greenfield,
Gertrude Gordan(Chuck) and Shirley Greenfield,
Shawna Bailey (Irving), Sheree Melton, Wanda
Felton Owens (Michael), and Tammy Felton.

Nephews; Arthur Greenfield, Joseph E.
Greenfield, Marty Easterly (Ilene), Ammioz Fel-
ton (Tracy), and a host of cousins, great nieces,
and nephews

Special close friends through the years; An-
nette Braden, Alberta Ford, Glenda Hunter, Es-
tella Jarrett, Dr. Sandra Gadson, Barbara Shaw
and the Brandenburg Family.

Donations in her honor can be made
payable to the JohnWesley AMEZ Church

Scholarship Fund

Cecelia Wallace Campbell “Ceily”

December 9, 1925 - August 10, 2022

Celebrating the Life of Gladys M. Felton
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1. Bishop KennethMonroe
EASTERN NORTH CAROLINA EPISCOPAL DISTRICT
Office: P.O. Box 1167, Fuquay Varina, NC 27526
Office: (919) 554-8994; Fax: (919) 556-6049
Email: encedistrict@gmail.com
District includes: Albermarle, Cape Fear, Central North Carolina,

North Carolina, Virgin Islands
Mrs. SheilaW. Monroe, Missionary Supervisor

2. Bishop Darryl B. Starnes, Sr.
PIEDMONT EPISCOPAL DISTRICT
3225West Sugar Creek Road, Charlotte, NC 28269
Ph: 704-904-9817 Fax: 704-599-0485
Email: BishopDBStarnes@aol.com
District includes: Blue Ridge,West Central North Carolina,
Western North Carolina, Jamaica (all divisions)

Mrs. Camille C. Starnes, Missionary Supervisor

3. Bishop Dennis V. Proctor
NORTH EASTERN EPISCOPAL DISTRICT
8369 Governor GraysonWay, Ellicott City, MD 21043
Ph: (410) 418-4364 Fax: (410) 418-5834
Email: BishopProctor@aol.com
District includes: New England, New Jersey, NewYork,

Western NewYork, Bahamas and London-Midland
Mrs. D. Diane Proctor, Missionary Supervisor

4. BishopMildred B. Hines (Deceased)
SOUTH ATLANTIC EPISCOPAL DISTRICT
Office address: 5115Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 620, Los Angeles, CA 90036
Mailing address: P.O. Box 10272, Rock Hill, SC 29730
Ph: (323) 930-7862; Mobile: (323) 559-0098
Email: bishopmildred.hines@gmail.com
District includes: Georgia, Palmetto, Pee Dee, South Carolina, South Korea

Mrs. Lovetta J. Holmes, Missionary Supervisor

5. BishopW. DarinMoore
MID-ATLANTIC EPISCOPAL DISTRICT
Office: 9701 Apollo Drive - Suite 245, Largo, MD 20774
Ph: (301) 322-3866 Fax: (301) 322-3862
Email: office@amezma.org; bishop@amezma.org
District includes: Allegheny, East Tennessee-Virginia, Ohio,

Philadelphia-Baltimore, Virginia, Barbados, Guyana-Suriname, St. Vincent
Mrs. Devieta Moore, Missionary Supervisor

6. Bishop Seth O. Lartey
CENTRAL SOUTHERN AFRICA EPISCOPAL DISTRICT
2361 Olivet Church Rd,Winston-Salem, NC 27106
Ph: (336) 529-8496
District includes: East Angola,West Angola, South Africa, Zimbabwe,
Malawi, Mozambique, Namibia

Mrs. Jacqueline InezWilliams-Lartey, Missionary Supervisor

7. BishopMichael Angelo Frencher, Sr.
MIDWEST EPISCOPAL DISTRICT
2935 Shady View Drive, High Point , NC 27265
Cell: (336)-312-8245 Fax: (336)-886-4300
Email: bishopmafrencher@gmail.com
District includes: Indiana, Kentucky, Michigan, Missouri, Tennesse,

Trinidad-Tobago
Mrs. Gelenia Aaron Frencher, Missionary Supervisor

8. Bishop George Crenshaw
ALABAMA-FLORIDA EPISCOPAL DISTRICT
3605 Sandy Plains Road, Suite 240-238, Marietta GA 30066
Ph: 770-633-4801 Office: 334-269-6365; Email: bishopgdcrenshaw@aol.com
District includes: Alabama, North Alabama, South Alabama, Central Alabama,
West Alabama; Cahaba, Florida, S. Florida, Rwanda,

Burundi, Uganda, North Kivu, South Kivu
Mrs. Laurenna Crenshaw, Missionary Supervisor

9. Bishop Hilliard Dogbe
WESTERNWEST AFRICA EPISCOPAL DISTRICT
West Africa Address: A.M.E. Zion Church Episcopal Residence/Office;
P.O. Box GP 22220, Accra, Ghana / Aggrey Memorial A.M.E. Zion Church,
P.O. Box MP 522, Mamprobi-Accra, Ghana,West Africa
Office: 233-30-703-0241 Cell: 233-24-782-2440
Email: hdogbe@hotmail.com bishopwwa@gmail.com
District includes: North Ghana,West Ghana, Mid-Ghana, Liberia, East Ghana,
Cote D’Ivoire and Togo Mrs. Cynthia Dogbe, Missionary Supervisor

10. Bishop U. U. Effiong
EASTERNW. AFRICA EPISCOPAL DISTRICT
Office: Anderson Memorial A.M.E Zion Church, Diamond Hill, Calabar
Annex/Postal: 57 School Road, Satellite Town, Calabar, Cross River State, Nigeria
Ph: +234 803 6765 479 Email: effiong_uduak@yahoo.com District includes:
Nigeria, Central Nigeria, Rivers Nigeria, Lagos-West Nigeria, Mainland Nigeria,

Northern Nigeria, Cross River Nigeria, South-Eastern Nigeria, Southern and Akwa
Nigeria, Port Harcourt. Mrs. Promise Effiong, Missionary Supervisor

11. Bishop Brian R. Thompson, Sr.
WESTERN EPISCOPAL DISTRICT
Office: 5760 Yadkin Rd, Fayetteville, NC 28303
Ph: (916) 270-6700 Email: bishopthompson106@gmail.com
District includes: Alaska, Arizona, California, Colorado,
Oregon-Washington, and Southwest Rocky Mountains

Rev. Felica Thompson, Missionary Supervisor

12. Bishop Eric L. Leake
SOUTHWESTERN DELTA EPISCOPAL DISTRICT
Episcopal Residence: 123 Sagefield Square, Canton, MS 39046, Illinois
Residence: 1529 Tina Lane, Flossmoor, IL 60422
Ph: (708) 724-3017 Email: bishopericleake@gmail.com
District Includes: Arkansas, India, Oklahoma, Louisiana,

South Mississippi, Texas, andWest Tennessee-Mississippi, India
Mrs. Jean McMurray-Leake, Missionary Supervisor

Bishop Joseph Johnson (Retired)
45 Awesome Ridge, Garner, NC 27529
Ph: (704) 877-9646
Email: djjj85@windstream.net

BishopMarshall H. Strickland (Retired)
2000 Cedar Circle Drive, Baltimore, MD 21228
Ph: (410) 744-7330
Fax:(410) 788-5510

Bishop Nathaniel Jarrett (Retired)
18031 South Pheasant Lake Drive, Tinley Park, IL 60477
Ph: (708) 802-9873
Email: rtrevjr@aol.com

Bishop GeorgeW.Walker Sr. (Retired)
3654 Poplar Road, Flossmoor, IL 60422
Ph: (708) 799-5599 Fax:(708) 799-5584
Email: gwalker047@aol.com

Bishop S. Chuka EkemamSr. (Retired)
P.O. Box 1149, Owerri, Imo State, Nigeria
Tel: +234-803-213-3767 or +234-803-301-8280
Email: bishopamezng@yahoo.com
schukaekemamsr@gmail.com

BishopWarrenM. Brown (Retired)
4010 Castile Square, Austell, GA 30106
Ph: (678) 574-2725
Email: brownamez@aol.com

Bishop George E. Battle Jr. (Retired)v
18403 Dembridge Drive, Davidson, NC 28036
Ph: (704)-895-2236 (H) (704)-332-7600
Email: bishop84senior@yahoo.com

Leadership

A.m.e. Zion Church
View of the

AGlobal
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General Officers

Rev. Dr. J. Elvin Sadler, General Secretary-Auditor
P.O. Box 26770, Charlotte, NC 28221-6770

Ph: (704) 599-4630; Fax:(704) 688-2549. Email: jesadler@amezion.org
Rev. Al Hamilton, Chief Financial Officer, Department of Finance

P.O. Box 26770, Charlotte, NC 28221-6770
Ph: (704) 599-4630; Fax:(704) 919-5580

Email: alchamilton@amezion.org
Rev. JuliusWalls, Chief Operating Officer / BusinessManager

P.O. Box 26770, Charlotte, NC 28221-6770.
Ph: (704) 599-4630 Fax:(704) 688-2541, Email: jwalls@amezion.org

Mr. Darin Kent, Chief Communications Officer
Editor, The Star of Zion

P.O. Box 26770, Charlotte, NC 28221-6770
Ph: (704) 599-4630, ext. 2577; Email: cco@amezion.org

Rev. Dr. D.B. Cannon,
Dept. of GlobalMissions Office&Missionary Seer Editor

P.O. Box 26770, Charlotte, NC 28221-6770
Ph: (704) 599-4630. Email: dbcannon@amezion.org
For articles/info:missionaryseergm@gmail.com
Rev. Patrick Barrett, Secretary-Treasurer,

Christian Education Department
P.O. Box 26770, Charlotte, NC 28221-677

Ph: (704) 599-4630; Fax:(704) 688-2550; Email: pbarrett@amezion.org
Dr. EleazarMerriweather, Director

Dept. of Church Growth&Development
P.O. Box 217258, Charlotte, NC 28221

Ph: (704) 599-4630; Fax:(704) 688-2547
Email: emerriw721@amezion.org

Rev. George E. McKain, Director of Public Affairs & Social Concerns
P.O. Box 26770, Charlotte, NC 28221-6770

Ph: (704)599-4630, ext. 316 Email: GEMcKain2@amezion.org
Dr. David A. Aiken,Sr. Executive Director, Zion’s Benefit Services

P.O. Box 217114, Charlotte, NC 28221
Ph: (704) 714-1505; Mobile: 917-837-5173

Email: DAikenSr@amezion.org

Former general Officers

Dr. Raymon Hunt
Dr.W. Robert Johnson, III
Dr . Kermit DeGraffenreidt

Dr. Mary Love
Dr. ShirleyWelch
Dr. Otis McMillian
Dr. Addie Lisby

Rev. Dr. Gregory R. Smith
Dr. Brenda L. G. Smith
Mr. HerbertWatkins
Dr.WilliamMcKenith

judicial council

The Hon. AdeleM. Riley, President
625 Ellsworth Drive Trotwood, Ohio 45426

Email: mariley310@yahoo.com
Rev. Dr. Reid R.White, Jr., Vice-President
6608 Cartwright Drive, Columbia, SC 29223

Rev. Dr. Lisa T. McDow, Esq., Clerk
Post Office Box 2541,Wilmington, NC 28402-2541
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Imiss singing in the choir. There is something about being
able to blend my voice with other voices in celebration of
being yet alive in spite of the plans of the enemy and be-

cause of the grace of God. It is when I am in the choir that I
can release from down deep in my soul, the love songs to the
Onewho keeps on keepingme through the violence of theworld.

When I am singing in the choir, the vibration of the Spirit
in us and the Spirit in the air around us creates a singularity.
Now, I had to look up what a singularity is because I wasn’t
sure if I had the correct cataclysmic event. According to
Miriam-Webster a singularity is a point of infinite mass density
as which space and time are infinitely distorted by gravitational
forces. This is what occurs in the context of choir rehearsal.
There is an energy, a density in the air, a vibration that engulfs
the space where all the notes are pristine and egos are extin-
guished. The Presence is evident. It is warm and comforting but
as sharp as any two-edged sword, able to separate bone from
marrow. This moment is what I call the “shah dah”. The “shah
dah” is as vague as it is specific. It is as weakening as it is en-
ergizing and there is no other experience like it. It contains heal-
ing and forgiveness and deliverance, peace, joy and celebration.
Yes, even salvation. In that moment you find everything that
you needed.

Singing, in my opinion, is worship in its purest form. When
you sing you are using your voice, the instrument of communi-
cation, to share the deep and abiding love that you have for the
God who has kept you through it all.

I love being in the choir, being enveloped in that energy
where the shah dah resides. I don’t have to explain anything. I
don’t have to tell anybody about the hills that I’ve climbed, or
the valleys I’ve struggled my way through. I don’t have to jus-
tify why it does “take all that”. All I have to do is worship.

Singing in the choir is in my DNA. My grandmother began
“playing the piano” for the senior choir, a job that she took over
from her mother at the age of twelve. She held that position
well into her sixties, longer than anybody in the history of that
church.

As the piano player (they didn’t call them choir directors
then), it was my grandmother’s job to choose the songs, hold
rehearsals, and wrangle the choir. Whenever there was a need
for children to sing, you best believe that if nobody else showed
up her seven grandchildren were there. That is not the very
beginning of my love for choir singing, though. My ownmother
was a music major.

Before I went to kindergarten, I knew how to sing a three-fold
amen in three-part harmony. I learned on days when there were
terrible thunderstorms and my siblings and I were afraid because
the lights would always go out. Mama lined us up at the foot
of her and daddy’s bed and taught us how to sing our own parts.
As the years went on singing became a very important part of
our interaction as a family. Mama went to McFadden Music
and bought a pitch pipe and we started singing in church. We
were our own choir. It was in those times when we sat around
the table and mama taught us our parts that I felt the realness of
God. Some of those times I was so loud that I was singing from
the Livingroom while everybody else was in the kitchen. It was
from those songs that I learned that He would keep me in the
time of storm so I could surrender all and bless the Lord with
all that is within me.

Asmuch as I love singing in the choir, the choir hasn’t always
loved my singing. I am blessed with this ear, that was fine-tuned

by my grandmother. I can hear my note ‘soon as you play the
soprano note. On top of that, I am loud, outspoken and if I think
you are giving me the wrong note, I have a hard time letting it
go. I don’t think I’m always right, but I don’t think I’m wrong
that much.

Did I mention that I’m loud and a woman who sings tenor?
Yes, tenor. I always wanted one of those high-pitched voices

that could scream the paint off of a brand-new Chevrolet, but,
alas, that was not my portion. I used to run around and play with
the other little girls and when they screamed, the sound that came
out of my mouth was much more akin to a foghorn. I hated it.
Over the years I learned to embrace the depth of my voice. It
took me a while.

My voice has been shunned by many a tenor section because
I don’t look like a tenor. I was then warmly welcomed by the
alto section. Until after about two or three Sundays where I
was the only one who was singing the correct tenor note in the
early service and the choir director moved me over to the tenor
section and put me in the mic. Being in the mic in your section
doesn’t mean that you will be the one who is singing solos. On
the contrary. It means you are providing the volume that attracts
the uncertain notes like a magnet, to round out the chord.

Most choirs that I have been in are soprano, alto, tenor
(SAT). Because tenor is the lowest note in an SAT choir, people
don’t like the optics of seeing women in tenor sections. Because
women outnumber men in most choirs, people feel that a woman
in the tenor section is encroaching on men’s territory. I did not
choose the tone of my voice.

I don’t have a voice that can sing beautiful trills and
crescendo and decrescendo up and down the scale in breathtaking
and awe-inspiring runs. I’m not good at ad lib or solos. What
I can do is hold a note and sing a counter-part.

Over the years it has been singing, whether in the choir, or
the shower, or in the grocery store, that has kept me from for-
getting the things that are important when the violence of the
world becomes a burden too heavy to bear alone. It is the songs
that I learned under my grandmother’s tutelage that have kept
me in the darkest of times. It ain’t nothing wrong with the new
stuff! As a matter of fact ,I love me some contemporary and neo
soul gospel; but when I’m down ain’t nothing like some Blessed
Assurance to pick me up. When I am grateful for the bounteous
blessings nothing hits like “O for A Thousand Tongues to sing
my great Redeemer’s praise”. And in those times, I hear the
voice of my grandma saying, “Listen to the lyrics of the songs
you sing…” Then I remember that, “On Christ the solid Rock
I stand, all other ground is sinking sand. All other ground is
sinking sand.”

I miss singing in the choir.

Singing in the Choir
By Rev. Dierdre R. Parker - Rowson, Entertainment & The Arts Editor
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By Rev. Dierdre R. Parker - Rowson, Entertainment & The Arts Editor

If you could only listen to one album
for the rest of your life, what would it
be?

For me it would be Make Room by
JonathanMcReynolds. I was first intro-
duced to the music of Jonathan
McReynolds on a trip down the Facebook
rabbit hole. I saw this skinny kid
singing with a voice higher than mine.
He has a nice voice but it was the lyrics
for me.

“Take from me all the pressure, pres-
sure, pressure

To be someone else that the church
has made. Help me be me and only see
you. Let me decrease and glorify you.

I just wanna live, I just wanna live
for you, and nobody else but you…”

The lyrics of this song captured how
I was feeling at the time. I was fractured and frustrated by where
my life and ministry were not going. I had gotten caught up in
people pleasing and it resulted in disappointment. I was beginning
to wonder if I was doing the right thing. Should I just go some-
where and sit down? This song spoke to my spirit, the words
that my flesh could not articulate.

I am a firm believer in the fact that our words are containers
of power. I mean God said let there be and it has been ever since.
The words of this one song spoke to me in a way that nothing
else did at that time. I’m sure it spoke to countless others as
well.

That year I went to Women’s Empowerment Conference in
Raleigh at the PNC arena for the first time. Who should show
up on stage but that guywho sings that song? I went home looked
him up. I have been a fan ever since.

During the time that I discovered the music of Jonathan
McReynolds, Periscopewas a thing. Hewould go live onPeriscope
and just sing. Sometimes with just his guitar and backup singers.
You could tune in and request songs and they would just sing
them. It was like my own private concert. During those intimate,
impromptu concerts, I felt like Jon and Grandy (“the voice”) and
all the people in the band belonged to me and we were just a
group of friends vibing to the music. Having that kind of access
early, before he became as big as he is now, was amazing.

If you don’t know by now, words are my thing. When I was
a little kid I used to read the dictionary. Words have flavor and
substance and impact. The lyrics of these songs were not only
poetic and thought provoking, they were profound and hit my
spirit different. I watched every video of a live performance by
Jonathan McReynolds that I could find on YouTube. One such
video was at Marvin Winan’s church. Even Marvin was im-
pressed at the lyrical content of Jonathan’s songs and declared,
“This guy knows Jesus.”

How Jonathan McReynolds came to fame is an interesting
story. He is a church boy from Chicago. He grew up in the
COGIC arena, playing music and singing in church. A life that
many of us can relate to. When he was in college, he wrote some
songs and recorded them to give out as Christmas presents.
Somebody sent it to a radio station and the rest is history. The
result of that was his first album Life Music. Life Music con-
tained songs like Glory up, and No Gray, Thank you for (always)
Loving me.

Once the second album Life Music Stage Two came out, I
considered myself the number one fan. My radio show started
that year (Morning Coffee w/Diva) on WMNX in Wilmington,
and I featured the music of Jonathan McReynolds. The second

album contained songs like Maintain,
Gotta Have you, Limp and the studio
version of Pressure.

While I have not really found any
music by Jonathan McReynolds that I
don’t like, Make Room, was the album
that has impacted me the most. Every
song on it is fire. Every single one. It
was recorded live in what he called the
Life Room.

“We’ve been turning living rooms
into life rooms. We been giving God
room with these life tunes…”

It was an intimate setting with other
singers present. When Jonathan says
“turn up the life room” that means that
one of the mics strategically placed,
would be turned on and one of the amaz-
ing singers in the audience would join

in with what was happening onstage. The result was an amazing
worship experience. This album features Doe Jones (of Forever
Jones), Anthony Brown (Group Therapy), and DarrellWalls (The
Walls Group). The Hamiltones, the backup singers of Anthony
Hamilton, even show up on one song.

For Christmas that same year I got a ticket to see Jonathan
McReynolds in Charlotte! On my birthday weekend! My kids
are good at giving good gifts that do double duty. The concert
was at Neighborhood Theater in Charlotte. It was a theater right
in middle of a cute little neighborhood and that is exactly where
I parked. I walked around the corner and there was the line. I
knew I was in the right place. I was so excited! The songs of
this album were more personal to me. I even used Dee One’s
rap in a sermon one time (I gave him the proper credit).

Even before the concert started the audience began to sing
along with the piped in music. ThenMelodies from heaven came
on. I don’t even have to tell y’all what happened. The audience
turned into a choir, broke off into sections and apparently
sounded so good some of background singers came out to see
what was going on.

I don’t know if I mentioned that I had a VIP ticket. It got
me early entry for a meet and greet, which was more of a photo
op, but I did get to take a picture with JonathanMcReynolds and
ask him how I could pray for him. He paused. “Wow, I’ve never
had anybody ask me that before.” He asked me to pray for his
endurance to make it thought the tour. I did.

The concert was exactly what I hoped it would be. At first,
I was taking pictures and videos because it was a great concert,
but when he got to my favorite song…

I find space for what I treasure, I make time for what I want
I choose my priorities and Jesus you are my number one.
I will…make room for You. I will…prepare for two
so You won’t feel that You can’t live here.
Please live in me
The energy in the air changed. With our hands lifted and

tears streaming, we became involved in corporate worship. In-
dividuals with different experiences and realities, from different
places, on one accord in worship. Healing and deliverance were
in that room. We were family in that worship moment. Every
time I hear the songMake Room, I am transported to that feeling.
Not because of the music, but because of the lyrics. If I only
had one album to listen to for the rest ofmy life, it would definitely
be Make Room.

Check out the music of Jonathan McReynolds for yourself
at www.jonathanmcreynolds.com. You can thank me later.

The Soundtrack of our Lives: The JMac Affect
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My mother loved butterflies. She collected them in things and
on things and would almost run off the road not to hit one while
driving. Whenever I see a butterfly, I think ofmama.Ablack butterfly
with bluemarkings on its wings landed on the carport on that Friday.
It fluttered through the sunflowers and landed on the chair right be-
side me. Because I saw that butterfly the day that my sisters were
coming to visit, and because it kept flying aroundme almost landing
on me, I saw it as her blessing our weekend. Her spirit would meet
us here.

Thecolorof thebutterfly isverysignificant. Ourmotherpassedaway
almost thirty years ago, but in 2005 after our brother recovered from a
sudden but lengthy illness, we celebratedChristmas in July. I have 6 sib-
lings. We have children and lots of family and friends so Christmas in
Julywas abig enoughdeal for us to put up a tent. As soonas the tentwas
up, a black butterfly with blue markings on its wings, flew into the tent.
It stayed in the tent the entire time we celebrated. We believed that the
butterflywas proof of ourmother’s presencewith us.

Back to the sisters. Pleaseunderstand thatmysisters, are the sibling
version of “Laverne and Shirley”. Since they don’t want me using
there names that is how I will refer to them. They grew up in a place
where the cultures of the black bourgeoisie and Gullah/ Geechee in-
tersect. I write this with confidence and reputable sources to corrob-
orate that claim.Mydaughter is a PublicHistorian and a subjectmatter
expert (You’ll probably hear more on that from me later).

The sisters began the two-hour trip after Laverne got off from
work as an instructor at a Cosmetology school. On the way they ran
into construction so it took them a little longer than the normal two
hours to get here. Hubby and I were sitting on the carport, so we
saw them as they passed by the house.

Shirley toldme later, that Laverne said, “Ooh look at those lights.”
Towhich Shirley replied, “That’s Didi’s house, Laverne. ‘She don’t
never listen to me’”.

We watched as Laverne did a u-turn in the middle of the state
highway and pulled into the driveway. I could see them going back
and forth as I walked down the driveway toward the car. I smiled.
Laverne and Shirley. I opened the door and their argument spilled
out into the quiet night. Not an argument really. This is the way
Laverne and Shirley communicate with each other. Shirley with her
stoic expression, voice flat and straight. Laverne, with her ever in-
creasing volume and pitch. It was music to my ears.

“Now y’all gone have to keep that noise down! Don’t come out
here disturbing my quiet neighborhood.” I said.

We laughed and talked over each other as we unloaded the car
and got them set up in the spare room. We stayed up laughing and
talking ‘til well after midnight.

The purpose of the visit was for Laverne to go to the flea market
with us and sell her jewelry while we sold t-shirts. That’s what we
did. We got up bright and early Saturday morning and we all (with
only one bathroom,mind you) got ready andmade it out of the house
by a little after eight in the morning. It was a fun day. We enjoyed
the sights of the fleamarket and we laughed and joked amongst our-
selves until we packed it up and headed back home. When we got
home, we laughed and talked somemore, and teased and reminisced.
We sipped tea and we sang songs all to the back drop of barbecue
smoke from the grilled chicken and I picked my sisters some silver
queen corn. Laverne was tired and went to bed a little earlier than
Shirley and I did. We didmore talking.More healing conversations.
I was reminded of how beautiful the differences between us are.
Me a ball of energy, moving in three directions at once. Laverne,
prim and proper, and keeping me and Shirley in line, which, believe
me, is no easy feat. Having the opportunity to talk about the things
that we understood differently, and being able to see the other per-
son’s side without judgement was the healing balm that we needed.
Even as we had this time our hearts and minds were on our other

sisters, one gone, the other sick. Twins. Our mother, our grand-
mother, our aunts, even our nieces our daughters. We come from a
family of strong women. Entrepreneurs and teachers andmusicians
and lovers of books and makers of history. Who they were is inex-
tricable from who we are. Being with them, being able to sit in the
garden and let go of the cares of the world and re-member the joys
of the past was everything I didn’t know I needed.

The entire weekend, my sisters remindedme of who I am. They
reminded me that I am energetic. They reminded me that I talk too
much. They reminded me that I still have a lot of baggage to let go
of. None of this was done by using belittling words. None of it was
done as a means of putting me in my place. My sisters represent my
foundational beliefs and ethics. I think that this is what happens
when people know you, know you. People who knew you before
you knew how to hide behind the personality you have chosen to
present to the world to support the narrative of yourself that you
have become comfortable with. When people know you, know you,
there is no need to explain your actions. You can just be. What is
understood does not need to be explained.

Beingwithmysistersalso remindedmethat the truth isoftendifferent
to people who grew up in the same household. Some truths that are not
discussed in polite company, but whispered behind hands that hide
mouthsas theyspeaktheir truth. Whispered inquiries thatareoftendenied.

As we moved to the bedroom to look at the jewelry the public
historian had joined us and began asking questions that would give
her the background information she needs for her documentary thesis.
Before we knew what hit us, we were in the middle of unraveling
old pain and aligning our different perspectives. Weweremore than
just physically present, we were together. Sisters, in a place that
was safe to be vulnerable. In a place where love was foundational.
A place where you were accepted no matter what you said or did.
In that space I was able to hear some things that assuredme that I’m
crazy. I was able to release some things that held me in shackles to
a past that is just that. Passed. I survived. Survival was the first step.
From there I learned to stand, then I started to strive. It was in the
striving that I learned to thrive. I am thriving. Now that the sisters
have come, and I have released the shame and the blame. I have
found peace in areas where there was none. I feel like the color is
returning to my wings. They are becoming strong enough for me
to fly. That weekend with my sisters was everything that I didn’t
know that I needed.

Since their visit, our eldest sister Marlene, crossed over. She is
now reunitedwith her twin. I believe she is withmama and grandma
and all of the others who helped make us who we are. Laverne and
Shirley and I know, that now,more than ever, wemust be intentional
about our time spent together.

If you have sisters or friends who are like sisters, let the sister
come to each other’s rescue. Let the sisters come to comfort each
other. Let the sisters come to pray for each other. Let the sisters
come to help heal each other. I’m so glad I saw that butterfly. I’m
so glad that I let the sisters come.

Let The Sisters Come
By Rev. Dierdre R. Parker - Rowson, Entertainment & The Arts Editor
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Preserving Black Churches Grant Program
By Dr. Dana Stilley, Financial Freedom Editor

The Preserving Black Churches Grant was the topic of dis-
cussion at a very informative session presented by the Depart-
ment of Church Growth and Development and other AME Zion
departments on August 22nd. The Star of Zion served as host
for the event. More than 500 virtual guests attended.

A project of the African American Cultural Heritage Action
Fund, the Preserving Black Churches Grant was designed to assist
with the preservation of historic Black houses of worship. With
grants ranging from $50,000 to $200,000, the funds will
strengthen capacity to better manage, steward, and use these his-
toric structures for the benefit of congregations, preservation or-
ganizations, and community groups.

Highly competitive, this grant offers funding in five cate-
gories: 1) Capital Projects, 2) Endowment and Financial Sus-
tainability, 3) Organizational Capacity Building and Opera-

tions, 4) Programming and Interpretation, and 5) Project Plan-
ning were the focus of the presentation. Guest presenters in-
cluded Rev. Dr. Eleazar Merriweather, Rev. Julius Walls, Mrs.
Stephanie McCarthy, Rev. Al C. Hamilton, Rev. Hannah R.
Broome, Rev. RebeccaWarren, Mrs. Tamesha Hughes Frazier,
and Ms. Tiffany Tolbert. The eveing concluded with a robust
question and answer period facilitated by Star of Zion Financial
Freedom Editor, Dr. Dana Stilley.

The presentation is available
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Before There Was American History

There Was Black History
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The Historical Accomplishments of Kemet
New Perspectives of an African Civilization

Written by, Dr. Asa G. Hilliard, III • Presented by, Rev. Dr. Sarah Fleming

The nations of the “First World” are often held in high
esteem for the rest of the world to idolize, and with good reason.
Modern technology has created rockets which have taken man
to the moon and has launched satellites to explore the furthest
regions of the galaxy. The marvelous advances in computer sci-
ences nowmake it possible to store the contents of libraries onto
discs no larger than a long-playing record. But despite these tech-
nological advances, modern man cannot recreate the technology
that built the Great Pyramid, mummified the Kings of Kemet,
or built the Temple of Ipet Isut (Karnak)

The admiration of the accomplishments of Kemet has given
rise to an entire field of study named in its honor-Egyptology-
and the unearthing of her priceless treasures, which has brought
wealth and fame to archaeologist and their financial backers. No
nation in the history of civilization has had a greater influence
on the arts and sciences than Kemet and it is there where one
can still find the only remaining, one of the “Seven Wonders of
the World.”

For thousands of years various European leaders have held
Egypt in high esteem and looked to her as the progenitor of world
civilization and as the seat of ancient knowledge. Administration
for the accomplishments of the ancient Egyptians was so strong
that it prompted the following remarks fromHenry H. Gorringe,
lieutenant commander of the United States Navy in 1882:

Egypt itself is a book of history, one of God’s great mon-
umental records…It was the birthplace of literature, the
cradle of science and art, the garden and garner of the
world…In the branches of decorative art and the science
of us at the present day…The architectural types of all
other structures of antiquity sink into insignificance when
compared with those of Egypt. The Egyptians were the
first to observe the course of the plants, and their obser-
vations led them to regulate the year from the course of
the sun. They were a wonderful race, combining within
themselves all the branches which adorn, beautify, and
add to the reputation of a people when directed in the
right channel.

Since the development of the Black Studies movement in
the 1960’s and the expansion of Negro HistoryWeek into Black
History Month, February has come to be regarded as a time for

the official recognition of the accomplishments of African peo-
ple. Over the years, a number of major corporations have helped
to promote “Black History Month” by sponsoring scholarships
and creating calendars, posters and advertisements depicting the
many accomplishments of African people.

Of the many ads produced for Black History Month, one has
generated particular interest within the African American com-
munity. This ad depicts four unmistakably black Egyptian figures
and a caption which reads “Before ThereWas American history,
There Was Black History.” One of the reasons for the ad’s pop-
ularity is its portrayal of Egyptians as “Black” Africans and its
association with a “legitimate” corporate entity, the now defunct
Eastern Airline.

This specific advertisement has also been reproduced on T-
shirts and sold throughout the United States, and on papyrus
scroll which are sold in Cairo, Egypt. The cultural exclusivity
associated with the marking of these two products is most inter-
esting. In Egypt, the aforementioned papyrus art is displayed
solely to groups of African American tourists; while in America,
the ad ran only during Black History Month – and only in black
publications. It is as if the only time one can be interested in
BlackHistory is during themonth of February and the only people
interested in black history are black people. The history of Kemet
should be important to everyone, not only because it is the history
of a people who have had a profound impact onworld civilization.

Every culture has had its classical period, a time of high
achievement which provide the social, moral and intellectual
impetus for succeeding generations. For Western culture, its
classical period began in ancient Greece. For the ancient Greeks,
their classical period began in Africa, in a country called Kemet.
Herodotus, the reputed “father of history.” provided us with a
written testimonial of Egypt’s relationship to Greece in the fifth
century B.C.E.

History, it’s been said, is biography. Yet some of the world’s
greatest biographies, Black biographies are still but lost his-
tory. Sundiata, Mansa Musa, Sunni Ali, Askia Muhammad.
Not exactly household names, but they were honored in their
time as leaders of empires. Yet it appears their honors have
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vanished along with their empires

But they weren’t the end of black history. Only the beginning.
Because Black history is an ongoing entity; a progression of bril-
liant biographies still being written.

And this time, they won’t be lost. American history could
itself be said to have begun with a piece of black history when
the death of Crispus Attucks in the Boston Massacre made him
the first of America’s 600,000 war dead.

Dr. Daniel Hale Williams made black history, if not world
history when he performed the first successful open heart surgery.

Edward M. Bouchet made history when Yale made him the first
black in America to be awarded a doctorate. James B. Parsons
went into the history books as the first black federal judge in the
continental U.S. Charlotte Ray joined black history when she
became America’s first black woman lawyer. Madam C. J.
Walker,when she becameAmerica’s firstmillionaire blackwoman.

Black biographies have made and will continue to make
black history in more cities than even Eastern Airlines flies
to, which is more cities in Latin America, Florida, and the
Caribbean than any other airline. That’s a lot of cities. But
that’s a lot of history too.

The short answer is yes! I had the opportunity to speak with
Latoya “Nicole” Edwards:

Licensed Psychotherapist, Holistic Practitioner, and Founder
of Thriving Well Holistic Wellness Solution.

Canyou tellme about your background andwhy you chose
to help teens and young adults, particularly the Black and

Brown community at this
thing we call “adulting”?

I have been in the field of
social work for 15 plus years
working with children and
those transitioning into adults.
I wanted to work with individ-
uals who have lost hope and
wanted a way forward.

For the Black and Brown
Communities, historically it
has been taboo to seek out
mental health services.

What is your definition of adulting and how has it shaped
the services your team provides?

Adulting is more of the emotional connection. When you
think of being an adult, it’s those responsibilities and tasks.
Sometimes being an adult can be hard. For example, people may
struggle with bills and finances, navigating relationships, and
having effective communication skills. Having that safe space
to talk to someone about life allows you to feel comfortable as
you get older or navigate being an adult.

What is the misconception that church folks have
about counseling?

A lot of churches in recent years have been embracing coun-
seling services. My experience in the past has been that people
think you are supposed to pray away some of these symptoms
or worries. Some things I have heard individuals say are: If a
person has mental health issues, it’s a demon, you’re not praying
enough, and you need to get more encompassed in the word.

I tell people you can go to therapy and pray. When you
are praying, ask God for guidance. God can put clinically
trained counselors in your life that can assist beyond the spir-
itual realm. They have been trained to utilize tools to help
you navigate when you are feeling uncomfortable, stuck, lost,
or unseen and get you through the healing process so that you
can obtain the word of God.

Whatdoyouwishwas taught in the churchabout counseling
and mental health?

Having an open dialogue with licensed therapists about what
mental health is. I always tell people therapy is a ripple effect.
You work with one person and they see the changes going on
with you and then they want to know more about anxiety and
depression. Having an open dialogue and telling people about
the symptoms and what “normal” is. I use quotation marks with
normal because everyone is uniquely them. These feelings of
sadness and depression, we all experience. However, if you are
feeling sad and depressed more often than others, then it is time
to talk to someone outside of your pastor and/or youth advisor.

What are some reasons why folks would seek out a
licensed therapist?

Different therapists have different specialties. Earlier, we talked
about me specializing in adulting. I often see superman and su-
perwoman who are the strong friends of the group. Others might
want career development, relationship advice, or need help navi-
gating the next steps in life. Therapy can be long-term. I always
tell my clients that I’m actively working myself out of a job. I
have had people say I don’t knowwhy I am here but wanted some-
one to talk to. People might seek therapy because they might feel
like their life is stuck and they want to move forward.

As we wrap up our conversation, sometimes, I hear that
folks have a hard time finding a therapist that looks like them
and/or with a Christian foundation in their area? What re-
sources do you recommend for them to use to find someone
like-minded and/or of the same race/ethnicity?

I own a group practice in Virginia, we have a mixture of
Christian-based men and women therapists. We see as young as
7 and go all the way up to age 85. We have an intern who sees
clients based on a sliding scale if we do not take your insurance.

Other ways to reach services in your local area are to login
to any of the resources below:

• Psychology Today
• Clinicians of Color
• Therapy for Black Girls
• Therapy for Black Men

Keep in contact with Thriving Well.
Instagram: @thriving_well

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/thrivewellservices
https://thrivewellservices.com

Can Christians Go to Therapy?

Latoya “Nicole” Edwards

By Angel Eason, Lifestyle Editor




