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NATURITA

Flying Bear 
announces 
new events, 

specials
By REGAN TUTTLE, Editor 

Virginia Ericson, co-owner 
of Flying Bear Pizzeria 
at Naturita Bicycle Com-

pany, let the San Miguel Basin 
Forum know there are lots of 
things happening at the West End 
restaurant, plus new food specials 
she wants all to be aware of. 

Over the weekend, on Satur-
day, the Flying Bear hosted a 
“Ganjola Pizza Party” with live 
music by Oscar Lars. Ericson 
said the night included free pizza 
and music from 5 to 7 p.m. And, 
“Ganjola,” she explained, is a 
social media account and group 
based in Telluride, which is ded-
icated to “all things gondola and 
pot-related inventions.”

Next up at Flying Bear is Min-
er’s Industry Appreciation Night, 
and that happens on Friday, Nov. 
15, which is also the first of many 
smoked prime rib nights. Ericson 
said the evening is all about pub 
games (including a beer pong 
game), mining stories and com-
munity connections with the area’s 
beloved miners. 

Flying Bear will serve prime 
rib with loaded baked potatoes 
and sides of broccoli. Ericson 
confirmed the prime rib is from 
the Western Slope, but if she can 
afford it, she will buy it from an 
even more centrally located source 
in the future. 

Cost for the prime rib dinner is 
$40, and folks can only dine-in 
for this. 

“First come, first served,” Eric-
son said, though she added that 
people may call, text or email 
ahead of time to reserve a dinner. 
She said that’s not really required 
but it is recommended. 

“Come out and share with fellow 
friends and neighbors in the indus-
try,” she said. “We’re throwing a 
party for some of our most loyal 
regulars, who are miners.”

She added the prime rib spe-
cial will continue on Friday 
nights this winter. She simply 
wanted to celebrate the miners 
for the prime rib’s debut. 

Flying Bear is also the host of 
the West End’s poetry slam on 
the following night, an event that 
Ericson said was a huge hit last 
year. She’s happy to host it again 
on Saturday, Nov. 16, with doors 
opening at 6 p.m., and the read-
ings starting at 7 p.m.

Then, area poets will read their 
work, including Ellen Metrick, 
Daiva Chesonis and Ruth Duffy. 
There is a $5 cover charge; And, 
Open Mic Night happens right after, 
so that others can also read their 
work or perform. All are invited. 

Ericson said there are other 

PEOPLE

Local 
woman picks 
up trash for 

West End
By REGAN TUTTLE, Editor 

Marta Siklosi — Siklosi 
is a Hungarian name 
— has been in the West 

End for the last six years. Pre-
viously she lived in Lakewood, 
CO, and for 18 years worked for 
the Developmental Disabilities 
Resource Center, helping indi-
viduals access their Medicaid, 
Medicare and Social Security 
benefits. She often helped dis-
abled people in group homes or 
others living with their families. 
Her worked involved navigating 
government systems and helping 
people complete their redetermi-
nation paperwork. 

Life has changed for Siklosi dra-
matically since she retired from that 
field and then moved to the West-
ern Slope. Now she’s just so happy 
to be living in Naturita that she 
picks up garbage — for free, using 
her own time, and only because it’s 
something she wants to do. 

Locals have likely seen her 
working in between Naturita and 
Nucla, traversing Highway 97. 
They’ve also probably seen her 
on Highway 145, picking up trash 
the long way around to Nucla, 
and on the Nucla Loop. She’s 
been doing the clean-up the last 
two years.

She typically finds papers and 
plastics, thinks like empty Gato-
rade containers, along with dis-
carded Pepsi bottles and more. She 
finds more beverage containers on 
the Nucla Loop, she said. 

Siklosi works alone, and she’s 
fine with that. The state Depart-
ment of Transportation gives her 
orange garbage bags to use. She’s 
not officially adopted the high-
ways; she simply wants to help 
keep her community clean. 

“I just want to help my commu-
nity,” she told the Forum Saturday. 
“I’m so grateful to be living here in 
Naturita. Nucla and Naturita both 
are such cool, small communities.”

She said she also gets to expe-
rience all four seasons, though 
the wind can be “iffy” at times, 
and she gets her exercise by 
walking the roadside. Some 
have gotten to know her the last 
few years, and they wave when 
they see her. Siklosi said she 
almost always waves back, but 
sometimes her hands are full. 
She does use the “claw” device 
to pick up trash items. 

She agreed the work is reward-
ing, and she likes the way local 
roadsides look when they’re free 
of debris. 

“It looks good,” she said. “I’m 
happy to do it.” 

Besides appreciating a lower 
cost of living in the West End, the 

BUSINESS

Tooker family  
buys Redd’s 

By REGAN TUTTLE, Editor 

A fter almost a year 
of Redd’s Mercan-
tile closing and sit-
ting empty, leaving 
locals without a 

real grocery store, and especially 
since Wild Gal’s Market moved 
to Naturita — although Good E’s 
has helped the community have 
access to food staples, like bread, 
milk and cheese — the space 
has sold. Christopher and Aimee 
Tooker, entrepreneurs and cham-

pions of the West End economy, 
have recently purchased the old 
grocery, which is located at 460 
Main St. in Nucla.

The Tooker family, also of 
Nucla, owns and operates Tooker 
Electric, and they have Spirits of 
the Tabeguache, the liquor store in 
Nucla. They also own the Vestal 
House, the historic building that 
functions as a bed and breakfast, 
including Amy’s Place. Addition-
ally, they have the old museum 
building on Main Street that was 
previously a visitor’s center and a 

general store. In the last year, they 
bought the old Nucla Creamery 
too, though the future of that has 
yet to be determined. 

Now the old grocery is also a 
part of the Tookers’ work, and to 
the relief of many who want to see 
a real food market in their town. 

The Forum was alerted to the 
sale of Redd’s a few weeks ago and 
had reached out to Aimee Tooker 
to discuss. Then, the family was in 
the middle of hunting season and 
also had others details they were 

RECREATION

West End Run Club does  
half marathon in Moab

By REGAN TUTTLE, Editor 

Members of the newly 
formed outdoor recre-
ation group, the West 

End Run Club, successfully com-
pleted a half marathon in Moab. 

Dani Acosta-Reyes, profes-
sional athlete and filmmaker based 
in the West End, founded the club. 
She said the main means of com-
munication for the group has been 
Instagram, and West End run-
ners started with the Nucla Range 
Loops on June 5. They’ve met up 
sporadically, more than 10 times, 
since then. 

Acosta-Reyes said the club is 
inclusive and wants those who 
join to be able to run at their own 
pace, whether that’s quick hiking 

or fast running. She added so far 
the group has been running “no 
drop,” which means everyone runs 
together. She said as the group 
grows, though, it will likely split 
into pace-based groups.

“It’s important to note the 
emphasis is building community,” 
she said. “That’s a foundational 
component of why we meet, and 
it’s important to me to not leave 
people behind.”

In the future, she’d also like to 
offer some skill-based workshops 
for speed or distance running in 
the West End. 

For the Moab Trail Marathon 
and Half Marathon, held on Nov. 
3, members completed the event 
in the rain and in temperatures of 
40 degrees. That includes Jenny 

Wheeler, Cara Pallone, Megan 
Urban, Zita Suprenant and Reyes-
Acosta, the club’s founder. Hon-
orary member Heather Sackett, 
formerly of Telluride and with ties 
to the local area, also joined. 

Acosta-Reyes said every one of 
the ladies finished the 13.1 miles 
and that all were smiling is an 
indicator of the joy of running, but 
also the joy of running with com-
munity. She said the ladies truly 
embodied the “grit” that those in 
the West End have. 

“Every single one of the partic-
ipants finished strong and with a 
smile,” she said. 

Megan Urban, of the West End, 
told the Forum she enjoyed it. 

“The fact that we had six local 
Cont. on Pg. 5
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WEPS is awarded 
West End Public Schools (WEPS) received a financial award from Black Hills Energy for the district’s work in using 
energy-efficient appliances, cost savings of energy use, and also greenhouse gas reduction. On Nov. 7, principal 
Sara Bray accepted a check on behalf of WEPS for $32,988. (Photo by Tanner Nelson)
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In the Forum of Sept. 4, 2014, 
Marie Templeton shared an 
article from the San Miguel 

Basin Forum, the centennial-bi-
centennial issue. It has some 
interesting history on some of the 
early cattlemen. Last week was all 
about the bull, so here is the story 
of the cattlemen who took the 
chance and became 
founders of these big 
cattle ranches:

“News of luxuriant 
feed and grasses came 
from the Hayden Sur-
vey made in the 1870s. 
Professor Hayden 
reported vast terri-
tories in southwest 
Colorado equal to any 
in the state for stock. 
Once the Utes were 
gone, cattlemen came 
into the area. 

The first stock cattle 
in the Uncompahgre 
Valley were driven in 
from the Gunnison 
Valley the summer of 
1876 by Alonzo Har-
tan, Sidney Jocknick and others. 
They were Ute cattle and were 
brought in to supply beef for the 
men who were getting out lumber 
and building materials for con-
struction of the Indian Agency, 
which was soon to be moved.

Pumphfrey and Loutzenheiser 
secured a contract from the gov-
ernment and drove 5,000 head 
of cattle into southwest Colo-

rado, trailing them from the San 
Luis Valley. After the Utes were 
removed in 1881, the stockmen 
went out of business and sold 
small bunches of stock for breed-
ing purposes to contractors at 
mining and construction camps. 
Many of the present day herds 
were built from these early cattle. 

In 1878, Fred May-
all brought the first 
herd into Paradox Val-
ley. The next spring, 
he started for the Lone 
Cone country, but the 
Indians drove him 
out and he abandoned 
the cattle. Those that 
remained, after the 
Indians killed what 
they wanted, were 
later picked up by 
other stockmen.

In 1879, Frank 
Steele arrived in 
West Paradox. P.T. 
Stevens came that 
fall, and the two men 
formed the Stevens 
and Steele Cattle 

Company, which became a large 
outfit. They sold to Kinney and 
Kyle in 1900.

The next year, Wesley H. 
Nelsen moved in from the Gun-
nison country and located in 
Gypsum Valley. He brought a 
large herd of Shorthorns that he 
wintered in Gypsum and sum-
mered on the Lone Cone. M.W. 
Powell Cattle Company came in 

from Texas with Steve Morgan as 
foreman. The cattle were branded 
with ‘HF connected.’

In 1881, a man named Came 
located some placer claims on the 
San Miguel (at the Uravan Ball-
park M.T.) Later, he met a Dr. 
Dearborn who had come west for 
his health. They became interested 
in raising cattle and organized the 
San Miguel Cattle Company. The 
doctor got R.W. Johnson and his 
brother of New Brunswick, New 
Jersey, interested and together they 
built up a large herd.

Dr. Dearborn died in 1884, and 
R.W. Johnson was elected presi-
dent of the company. He hired C.E. 
‘Ed’ Wetzel as foreman, who man-
aged the company for 20 years.

Summer range was on the 
Uncompahgre Plateau at Spring 
Creek. The headquarters ranch 
was on the San Miguel four 
miles above the junction with 
the Dolores River. The brand 
was ‘The Club,’ after the ace of 
clubs, and the ranch was named 
the same. Alex Calhoun and Bill 
Selby bought the outfit in 1906. In 
1922, Ed Lavender, who had been 
connected with W.E. Wheeler in 
the Pitch Fork Cattle Company, 
bought the Club Ranch.

Another big outfit was the 
Philadelphia Cattle Company 
near Placerville. Later, it was 
called the Cross Ranch. J.W. 
Tripler was general manager and 
Bill Doak foreman.” 

To be continued next week …

History: Rimrocker Historical Society 
Early cattlemen of southwest 

Colorado, Part 1
By JANE THOMPSON, Rimrocker Historical Society

News of luxuriant 
feed and grasses 
came from the 
Hayden Survey 

made in the 1870s. 
Professor Hayden 

reported vast  
territories in  

southwest  
Colorado equal 

to any in the state 
for stock. Once the 

Utes were gone, 
cattlemen came 
into the area. 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Heartfelt  
congratulations

Redd’s Mercantile

Dear Galena, 

I want to extend my heartfelt 
congratulations on your victory 
in the San Miguel County Dis-
trict 3 County Commissioner 
race. This election has been a 
significant journey for both of 
us, and I truly appreciate the 
respectful and positive competi-
tion we’ve engaged in. It has been 
invigorating to exchange ideas 
and perspectives, and I believe 
it has enriched our community’s 
understanding of the important 
issues we face.

I am confident that our working 
relationship will be a strong asset 
for District 3 and San Miguel 
County as a whole. Your commit-
ment to serving our community is 
evident, and I look forward to col-
laborating on initiatives that pri-

oritize the needs and aspirations 
of our residents. Together, we can 
address the challenges ahead and 
create opportunities for growth 
and improvement.

I believe that fostering a collab-
orative spirit will not only benefit 
our district but also enhance the 
overall well-being of San Miguel 
County. I am eager to support you 
in your efforts and contribute pos-
itively to our shared goals. Our 
community thrives when we work 
together, and I am excited about the 
potential that lies ahead.

Thank you once again for your 
dedication and service. I look for-
ward to the positive impact we can 
make together for the betterment of 
San Miguel County. Best wishes.

Mayor Candy Meehan
NORWOOD

still working out. Although they’re 
still “secretive” about what they 
will be doing with the building, the 
Forum has confirmed that Redd’s 
will indeed become a grocery 
store once again.  

Aimee Tooker said her family 
had watched the building sit for 
sale for quite a while, and with 
the price-dropping but no takers 
ever putting it under contract and 
moving forward, the Tookers said 
they couldn’t watch the building 
go to auction.

“Before the store went to auc-
tion, we were able to make an 
offer that the sellers’ couldn’t 
refuse, and we are so excited 
to dig in and start to bring the 
building back up to something 
the community can be proud 
of,” Aimee Tooker said Monday 
morning. “People from other cit-
ies and states do not understand 

Cont. from Pg. 1 the history and the importance 
a grocery store is to our remote 
area. We couldn’t let the building 
go to someone that has no idea 
the value and the impact.”

Those in Nucla likely have 
questions: Will deli sandwiches 
and the fountain drinks make a 
comeback? What about the Mex-
ican Cokes in glass bottles? Will 
the space be renamed? What 
about the bags of ice? What about 
the exterior or inside? Might the 
Tookers completely change the 
space, like they’ve beautified 
other West End properties? 

Aimee Tooker said there is no 
timeline for the grocery store’s 
opening. The couple will take their 
time to ensure a renovation is done 
strategically and methodically. 

“Just like Spirits of the Tabe-
guache, when you see the open 
sign turn on, you will know when 
we are open,” Aimee Tooker said.

This photo shows working cowboys on the job on the Uncompahgre in 1915, near the Copper King Mine. 
(Photo courtesy of the Standard Chemical Company Collection)
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And have thousands of people see it?
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San Miguel Basin Forum
(970) 864-7425Teaching the next generation

Brenden and Blaine Schmalz got their deer during rifle season. (Courtesy image)
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ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS 
1 & 2 bedroom apartments, Family Living at an affordable price.

Nucla Family Housing
300 East 3rd Street, Nucla, Colorado

(970) 864-2262 

Landmark Management:  712-276-1735  •  TTY: 800-659-2656
This institution is an equal opportunity provider

Construction
Bryan Littlejohn

Bus: (970) 327-4096 Cell: 428-4096
P.O. Box 422, Naturita, CO 81422

Southwestern

Schedule Your
FREE

Annual Medicare Wellness Visit
• The Annual Medical Wellness Visit is designed to help 

keep you healthy and provide you with the support you 
need to have a healthy quality of life as you age.

WE HOPE YOU WILL TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THIS 
100% COVERED BY MEDICARE BENEFIT

(NO DEDUCTIBLE OR COINSURANCE)

To Schedule Your Appointment, 
Please call the Basin Clinic at: (970) 865-2665

Our PrOviders
• April rAndle, Md And MedicAl director

• robert tApley, Fnp
• AngelA Miller, pA-c

• cArol Scott, pA-c

COntaCt the Basin CliniC
• 421 AdAMS Street, nAturitA, colorAdo

• (970) 865-2665

NOVEMBER is
AMERICAN 
DIABETES 

MONTH

  

Diabetes is one of the leading 
causes of disability and death – but 
the good news is those risks can be 

lowered by making healthy changes.

Call now to schedule 
your appointment

Monday through Friday 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Basin Clinic
421 Adams Street, Naturita, Colorado

(970) 865-2665

Mark Walker, FNP 

Carol Scott, PA-c 
AliceMarie Slaven-Emond, FNP

April Randle, MD  

Tiffany Ordoñez, MD and Medical Director
(EEOIC patients please schedule with our MD) 

For help with medical situations after hours, call 
865-2665 and follow prompts.

Need a Ride?
All Points Transit can help!

Call 970-249-0128 to Schedule 
www.allpointstransit.org

Local Medical, Shopping, Errands & More
Regional service to Montrose & Grand Junction 

31186 Highway 145
Naturita, Colorado

(970) 864-7531
www.bruinwastemanagement.com

Residential, Commercial, 
Recycle, Portable Toilets & 

Roll Off Dumpsters

We now offer luxury portable 
toilet rentals for all of your 

event needs!

SERVING THE COMMUNITIES OF: 
Nucla, Naturita, Redvale, 

Norwood, Telluride, Ridgway, 
Log Hill, Delta, and Montrose

Uranium Price  
Nov. 4, 2024 – $78

Showing her skills 
Merrliee Gallagher, center, wins $100 in a cover letter contest through True North Youth Program in Debbie Wytulka’s 
senior seminar class. Seniors have been working on resumes, cover letters and more for workforce preparedness. 
Here she stands with True North’s representatives Ashely Murphy and Ray Dahlstrom. (Courtesy image)

FORESTS

GMUG Christmas tree  
permits available Nov. 14

SPECIAL TO THE FORUM 

I t’s that time of year. Christ-
mas tree permits for the Grand 
Mesa, Uncompahgre and Gun-

nison (GMUG) National Forests 
will be available to purchase over 
the counter and online through 
recreation.gov beginning Nov. 14. 
Information about designated cut-
ting areas, cutting dates and types 
of trees that may be cut can be 
found online through the website. 

Online permits will be avail-
able through recreation.gov for the 
2024 season. In-person transac-
tions may be available, depending 
upon the ranger district. For more 
information on office hours and 
vendor options, the public should 
visit the USFS website.

To purchase a Christmas tree 
permit, those interested should 
visit recreation.gov and search 
for Grand Mesa, Uncompahgre 
and Gunnison National Forests 
Christmas tree permits. Then, 
they should carefully review 
the overview and need-to-know 
information before purchasing the 
permit. Visitors will also need to 
set up an account or log into the 
recreation.gov site to complete the 
permit transaction.

Representatives of the USFS 
know it’s a special thing for people. 

“Cutting your own Christmas 
tree is more than just a holiday 
tradition, it’s a journey that cre-
ates lasting memories,” said Chad 
Stewart, GMUG Forest Supervi-
sor. “This holiday experience sup-

ports the resiliency of our national 
forests, transforming a tree into a 
cherished, handcrafted memory.”

Experts say cutting a Christ-
mas tree improves forest health. 
The permit system helps to 
thin densely populated strands 
of small-diameter trees. Local 
forest health experts identify 
areas that benefit from thinning 
trees that are the perfect size for 
Christmas trees. Removing these 
trees in designated areas helps 
other trees grow larger and can 
open areas that provide forage 
for wildlife.

For information on current fire 
restrictions, conditions and recre-
ation opportunities, all may visit 
the forest website or www.west 
slopefireinformation.com.
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Serving our communities 
since 1913

970-865-2255

Located in Naturita  
at the corner of Highway 114 & 97
P.O. Box 160 Naturita, CO, 81422

Debbie: 970-428-2364Debbie: 970-428-2364
Michele: 970-417-5103Michele: 970-417-5103

Office:  970-865-2525Office:  970-865-2525

We advertise on the 
following websites:   

Zillow, Realtor.com, Homes.com, 
Trulia, and Homes and Land

212 East Main Street
Naturita, Colorado 81422

We are always available to help you 
with your REAL ESTATE needs!

 

 

 

 

   Aggregate & 
Redi Mix Supplier 

    Call for a Quote or to Schedule a Delivery 
             SATURDAY DELIVERIES AVAILABLE 

          970.729.0997    970.327.4218 
    

 

 

(970) 729-1085          (970) 327-4218

205 E Main St. Naturita, Colorado
970-275-8310  ·  paradoxycle@gmail.com

Bicycle 
Outpost  
& Service  
Saloon

Christopher Tooker 
Master Electrician 

 Electrical Contractor 
Phone: 970�864�2321  

tookeroffice@gmail.com  
www.tookerelectric.com 

New Construction 
Residential 
Commercial 
Service 

Nora Davis (Owner)
(970) 428-2236

Call for an  
appointment

E-mail:
rimrockerrealestate@gmail.com

ongoing winter specials the West 
End community should know 
about: Trivia Nights are hap-
pening on Saturdays; smoked 
wings are served on Sundays; 
“Lasagna Mondays” with salad 
and garlic bread begin at the end 
of the month; vegetarian pro-
tein bowls, featuring Wild Gal’s 
Market vegetables and grains, 
happen every Wednesday; and a 
lunch — a pizza, soup or salad 
combo — takes place during 
the week. On Thursdays in the 
future, there will be live music 
and Open Mic Night, hosted by 
Johnny Dobbs. 

And, there are sweets.
“We’ve expanded our desserts 

to include cakes, double-chocolate 
right now,” she said.

Those with questions  
should email virginia@pizza 
bikesbeer.com. 

Flying 
Bear

Cont. from Pg. 1

Elevate your business with 
Armagost Consulting’s  

expert IT solutions. 
Contact us today for a free consultation 

customized to meet your needs. 

Dial (970) 369-9558 or visit  
www.armagostconsulting.com 

to get started.
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OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
NORWOOD
1920 Grand Ave

970-478-7868

TELLURIDE
200 E Colorado Ave

970-728-3640

Locally Owned and Operated

 

NNTC has a total of 6 Emergency phones installed along Highway 141 with plans on still adding more!  

Gateway�Unaweep Fire Department is currently working with CDOT to provide signage along the                
Highway in Mesa County for each Emergency 911 Phone Box.   

NNTC is providing this complimentary service within our service area to help Montrose and Mesa County         
First Responders to get to accident and fire scenes quicker.  

Look for these RED Boxes next time you drive Highway 141 towards Grand Junction.  

Looking  
to Place a 

Classified? 
And have  
thousands 

of people see it?

Place an Ad in the

San Miguel  
Basin Forum

Call
(970) 864-7425

Members of the West End Run Club finish the half marathon in Moab Nov. 3. (Courtesy image)

girls get together for a day of run-
ning in the cold is something I 
never would have seen, coming 
just five years ago, when I moved 
here,” she said. 

Urban added the West End Run 
Club is “very chill,” and that any 
and all levels should feel wel-
comed to join. 

Cara Pallone, of Norwood, said 
she loved the Moab run. 

“It’s one of my favorite half 
marathons, because it feels like an 
obstacle course with the sand and 
slick rock and desert landscape,” 

West End Run Club
Cont. from Pg. 1 she said. “This year was rainy and 

cold, but it didn’t matter because 
we had the best crew.”

She added that as a mother of 
a young child, the West End Run 
Club has been fulfilling for her. 

“I never thought I’d get back 
into running, let alone be a part 
of this community of strong, wild 
women who lift each other up,” 
she said. “There’s a deeper bond 
that’s forged through trail running 
because you have miles to share 
life experiences and memories and 
these intimate conversations that 
would never come up during, say, 

happy hour or a dinner party. I love 
how we approach each run with-
out judgement or expectations. 
It’s about community, and that’s a 
beautiful thing. 

Acosta-Reyes said though winter 
is on the way, the group will likely 
still be meeting, though they’ll stay 
flexible due to weather and daylight 
limits. She said already people are 
using the West End Run Club’s Ins-
tagram platform to simply find run-
ning partners and a time that works, 
something she’s happy about. 

Men are also welcome to join the 
West End Run Club.

Trash
Cont. from Pg. 1
views are something she cherishes, 
and for her those views are even 
better garbage-free. 

She added the San Miguel River 
and the burro pack race the Nuc-
la-Naturita Chamber of Commerce 
hosts in the spring are things she 
loves about the area. 

Local EMT and executive direc-
tor of Hoof & Paw Tonya Stephens 
has seen Siklosi hard at work for a 
while now. 

Stephens said she agreed Sik-
losi’s volunteerism is selfless and 
community-minded. 

“I cannot get over how many 
times I see her out picking up trash 
that other people have thrown out,” 
Stephens said. “I really appreciate 
what she does, and thought she 
needed to have recognition for 

what she does as well.”
Siklosi said she knows of Ste-

phens. She said she commends 
Stephens in her work at the shel-
ter and through EMS. Being a cat 
person, Siklosi said she couldn’t 
do what Stephens does every day, 
because she’d want to adopt every 
cat she encountered. 

She’ll stick to roadside cleanup. 
“It’s rewarding within itself, 

and people are so appreciative,” 
she said. 
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YOUTH

At ease in the West End 

Avery Sutherland can’t resist jumping into a pile of fall leaves. Emerald Williams heads into school on a snowy day. Ava Mock is horse-crazy. (Courtesy images)

The Nucla Middle School students had a dance last weekend. Here, kids come together for a line dance. 

Students sit on the ground for the tradition of “Fishin’ in the Dark,” a well-known country song. (Photos by Brandi McCabe)

Owen Garvey, Wyatt Weimer, Lochlan Schultz, Jaron  
Bonacquista and Branson McCabe catch their breath. 


