
By REGAN TUTTLE, Editor 

The San Miguel Basin Forum 
reached out to both candi-
dates running for U.S. Con-

gress, Colorado District 3, for with 
just four questions that were based 
on survey results specific to the 
West End. Last week, the Forum ran 
Adam Frisch’s responses to those 
questions. This week, in Part 2, read-
ers hear from Jeff Hurd. 

Mackenzie Younker, Director for 
Public Policy for the Jeff Hurd cam-
paign, shared the responses, and 
those are as follows:

Forum: What does democracy 
and good government mean to 

you?
Hurd: Democracy is about 

empowering the voices of the peo-
ple and ensuring that government 
operates transparently and remains 
accountable. Good government 
serves the people by being efficient, 
fair and responsive to their needs. 
It’s essential that communities, 
especially those in rural areas like 
the West End, have a say in how 
their resources are managed. 

My goal is to bring that kind of 
leadership to Washington, D.C. — 
one that listens to and acts on the 
concerns of rural communities. I 
firmly believe that local control and 
community-driven solutions are the 

most effective, because those clos-
est to the issues understand them 
best. The concerns of the West 
End matter, and I am committed to 
making sure areas like this are not 
overlooked.

Forum: Those in the West End 
of Montrose County are also wor-
ried about the economy and cost 
of living. What would you say to 
those in the West End with these 
concerns?

Hurd: I understand the chal-
lenges the West End is facing when 
it comes to the economy and cost 
of living. Rising prices for hous-
ing, energy and everyday goods are 
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Nucla welcomes new hires
WATER

Norwood, 
Montrose 
hold water 
conferences 
By REGAN TUTTLE, Editor 

All are invited to join Mon-
trose County, the Colorado 
River District and Uncom-

pahgre Valley Water Users Associa-
tion for the sixth-annual West Slope 
Water Summit, held on Nov. 14 from 
8:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Montrose 
County Event Center, located at 1036 
North 7th St. in Montrose. 

Doors for the summit open at 8 
a.m. 

The West Slope Water Summit 
is a free event and includes lunch, 
though registration is required. 

“This year’s West Slope Water 
Summit promises to be a valuable 
learning experience for anyone inter-
ested in the future of our most pre-
cious resource,” Montrose County 
Commissioner Sue Hansen said in 
a news release. “By exploring the 
past, present and future of water 
in our area, we can gain a deeper 
understanding of the challenges and 
opportunities we face.”

Hansen said she was especially 
excited for Robert Sakata’s presenta-
tion on the future of water and agri-
culture in Colorado. 

“Our area and economy benefit 
greatly from agriculture,” she said. 
“I am glad we are adding ag into the 
water discussion, because you can’t 
talk about one without the other. I 
encourage everyone to register and 
join us for a day of informative pre-
sentations and discussions.” 

The main speakers this year, in 
addition to Sakata, include Andy 
Mueller of the Colorado River Dis-
trict, Brody Wilson with a histori-
cal picture of the Gunnison Tunnel, 
and Becky Mitchell of the Colorado 
Water Conservation Board discuss-
ing negotiating for water.

A livestream of the West Slope 
Water Summit will be available at 
westslopewatersummit.com. Lunch 
is provided for those attending in 
person with an RSVP. Attendees 
can register online at https://www.
montrosecounty.net/FormCenter/
West-Slope-Water-Summit-11/2024-
West-Slope-Water-Summit-62 or 
call 970-964-8701. 

Local water information and 
resources are available online at 
https://westslopewaterinfo.com/. 

West End community leader 
Aimee Tooker, of Nucla, told the 
Forum she will be attending the 
Montrose meeting on behalf of her-
self, plus the Colorado Cooperative 
Company (the local ditch board) and 
the Southwest Basin Roundtable. 
She said she will not be presenting, 
but listening to the conversations 
taking place in order to learn. She 
said she absolutely recommends that 
others attend the West Slope Water 
Summit. 
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By SARA BRAY, 
West End Public Schools 

West End Pub-
lic Schools has 
hired several 
new staff mem-
bers for the 

2024-25 school year and would like 
to welcome those joining the dis-
trict. They are as follows: 

Keoni Souza 
Keoni Souza comes to Nucla 

from Jeffco Schools most recently, 
but hails from Hawaii by birth.  He 
has a passion for teaching young 
children and has four years of expe-
rience teaching preschoolers, prior 
to coming to our district and agree-
ing to teach kindergarten.  

“If you have met Mr. Keoni, then 
you already know that he could be 
the most calm and kind teacher we 

have in the district, who instinc-
tively practices restorative teaching 
and discipline, which fits beauti-
fully into the WEPS philosophy.” 
Bray said. “You will also know that 
he loves sports!” 

Keoni has jumped into coaching 
as the middle school assistant foot-
ball coach and has recently been 
approved to be the middle school 
boy’s basketball head coach.

 Keoni has a wife, Destiny, and 
together they have a third grader, 
Willow, and a baby on the way in 
December.  

“We are so happy to welcome this 
family to the West End,” Bray said. 

Kate Andrews
Kate Andrews has come as a very 

experienced paraprofessional from 
Norwood. She has many years of 
experience working with students 
of all age groups and ability levels. 

“She brings that expertise into the 
kindergarten room in the mornings 
and as a special education parapro-
fessional in the afternoons,” Bray 
said. “Her kind, but firm approach 
works wonders with some of our 
most challenging students, and she 
has already developed deep rela-
tionships with her students.”  

“Mrs. Kate” is married to Bo 
Andrews, and they have two daugh-
ters, Cooper (eighth grade) and 
Maggie (10th grade), who joined the 
Nucla school as well this year.  

“We are so lucky to have such a 
great family join our school family,” 
Bray said. 

Jennifer Perkins 
Jennifer Perkins was born and 

raised in the state of Nevada, but 
lucky for Nucla, found herself in 
a relationship with someone who 

One last time …
Yvette Henson, who is retiring from the CSU-Extension O�  ce, holds one last heirloom veggie display for the Heri-
tage Festival Oct. 5. See additional photos on Page 8.  (Photo by Regan Tuttle)

COLORADO 

Frisch, Hurd respond to specific 
West End concerns, Part 2
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NUCLA

Heritage 
Festival 

holds biggest 
event yet

By REGAN TUTTLE, Editor 

There are two big holidays in 
Nucla, the first being Water 
Days, celebrated for the last 

century near the July 4 holiday, 
which honors the hard work of the 
pioneers who brought water to the 
park through their efforts of building 
the CC Ditch. And, then the Heri-
tage Festival, having happened for 
eight consecutive years now, shares 
a common thread with the former. 
Established by the Rimrocker His-
torical Society and the Apple Core 
Project, the Heritage Festival also 
honors the pioneers, and the fruit 
they brought with them more than 
100 years ago, fruit that folks in the 
West End are still enjoying to this 
day.
 For the last decade, representa-
tives of the Apple Core Project have 
worked to make sure the commu-
nity understands the importance 
of orchards on local farms, and in 
yards and parks. They hold educa-
tional events, graft and sell heirloom 
tree varieties, map local orchards 
for historical purposes and more. 
And, the festival aims to celebrate 
those fruits, perpetuate them, iden-
tify them and get them into people’s 
hands, and it includes vegetables 
and other items too. 
 Over the weekend, on Oct. 5, the 
Heritage Festival seemed to be big-
ger than ever. It’s come a long way 
since the first event happened in 
Naturita in 2016. Melanie Eggers, 
co-founder of the Apple Core, con-
firmed with the Forum that as many 
as 28 vendors were on site. 
 She had a table showcasing heir-
loom apples and the many varieties 
present in the West End. Near her 
station, James Thornecroft kept the 
old-fashioned apple press cranking. 
With help from local volunteers, 
Eggers told the Forum the festival 
pressed at least 30 bushels of apples, 
and there are 40 pounds in a bushel. 
That means 1,200 pounds of dif-
ferent apples created Saturday’s 
fresh cider — free to all who were 
present. 
 In the name of local food, Wild 
Gal’s Market, based in Naturita, 
was on site and sold out of beef 
skewers just after lunch at approxi-
mately 1 p.m. Still, Wild Gal’s Mar-
ket carried on with chicken satays 
and other sides and salads. 
 Yvette Henson, retiring from her 
position as executive director of the 
Colorado State University-Exten-
sion Office, held her last heirloom 
vegetable display. She also show-
cased the best of local vegetables, 
cabbages, onions, tomatoes and 
more.
 The West End’s pizza shops 
were there too, Saucy Mama’s and 
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The last several weeks, the Rim-
rockers have been retelling 
the story of Camevillle, and 

the man for whom the old town was 
named. This is now the end of that 
series, however. 

This story of Cameville has been 
a very interesting one to uncover. It 
is fascinating to think of all that was 
happening in the future town of Ura-
van — before there was even a road 
into the area. From early gold mining 
and then building a big cattle ranch-
ing operation … And, 140 years later, 
there is nothing there. 

But, the things that have happened 
there over those years are pretty 
remarkable. 

In 1888, R. W. Johnson and C. E. 
Wetzel were in charge of the San 
Miguel Cattle Company and had 
already grown it into one of the largest 
cattle ranches on the Western Slope. 
It would continue to be a successful 
ranch for many years to come.

The Rimrockers are in possession 
of a letter written to “Friend” Cady 
from R. W. Johnson in February of 
1888. The letterhead of the Johnson 
and Johnson Chemists, from New 
York, is fascinating. This is the John-
son brothers who also started Johnson 
& Johnson BAND-AIDS. 

Evidently, cowboy Cady took him-
self a wife, and that was not accept-
able in 1888. I guess it took a while 
to civilize Cameville enough to bring 

a wife. Notice Mr. Johnson doesn’t 
tell Friend Cady he’s fired, but that 
it would be a good idea for him to 
resign.

I hope you have enjoyed learning 

about Cameville as much as I have. 
This does conclude this part of the 
story of our West End area, but there 
is always another story to learn about 
at the turn of a page.

History: Rimrocker Historical Society

Cameville, a gold mine camp, 
Part 6

By JANE THOMPSON, Rimrocker Historical Society

This image shows the old Johnson & Johnson letter. (Photo courtesy of Rimrocker 
Historical Society)

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

I encourage everyone 
Dear Editor, 

Thank you for the nice write up 
of the awards ceremony for this 
year’s events.

I was here when the Tabeguache 
Trail Riders (TTR) started as a kid 
back in the 1970s. Although I grew 
up riding horses, it was for hunt-
ing, round-ups and the occasional 
camping trip. I never did get the 
chance to participate in gymkhana. 
I loved going to the rodeos, but it 
never crossed my mind that I could 
have done this as a child.

Looking back, I’m pretty sure if 
I had joined, it would have kept me 
out of some of the trouble I caused 
growing up. Fast forward 40 years, 
the first organization I joined 
after coming home was the TTR. 
It wasn’t long after that the board 
asked me to be a more formal part 
of them. I signed my grandkids up 
and just watching them participate 
and grow is worth the while. This 

year was the first time they rode a 
horse by themselves through dif-
ferent obstacle courses. They did 
awesome! I can’t wait to see what 
the future brings them by being a 
part of this wonderful organization.

I encourage everyone to be a part 
of this. We live in a part of the world 
that has generous people willing to 
share their knowledge and their 
resources. Without people like Sam 
Rich, Michelle Zunich and Blaine 
Tedder, this world would be a sad-
der one.

I, for one, will continue to do 
everything I can in support of 
and with my wonderful team — 
Brandie Richardson, Tina Barrett, 
Destiny Reed, Sam Rich, Michelle 
Zunich and Blaine Tedder — to 
help this organization grow to 
become an even larger part of this 
great community.

John Reed
NUCLA

squeezing families. 
My focus is on creating jobs, 

reducing energy costs and making it 
easier for businesses to thrive. Sup-
porting our energy industry, which 
provides high-paying jobs, and fight-
ing inflation through responsible fis-
cal policies are key ways to help. 

I also want to support affordable 
housing initiatives and policies that 
bolster small businesses in the West 
End, so that families can not only 
make ends meet, but also build a 
prosperous future.

Forum: My readership has 
commented on the drama and the 
noise in politics. Do you also see 
this/feel this? Or have a plan to 
work on this?

Hurd: I see the noise and polar-
ization in politics, and it’s a problem 
that gets in the way of solving real 
issues. My focus is on practical, 
results-driven policies that directly 
benefit the people of Colorado’s 3rd 
District. 

Instead of engaging in drama, I 
want to bring people together — 

whether it’s working on water issues, 
energy independence or job creation. 
My approach is to listen to constit-
uents and keep the focus on what 
matters most to them, not the noise 
of Washington.

Forum: How will you connect 
with constituents on the Western 
Slope, or even a small place like the 
West End — Nucla, Naturita, Nor-
wood, and the outlying regions?

Hurd: I believe in the importance 
of being accessible to every commu-
nity in Colorado’s 3rd Congressio-
nal District, no matter how small or 
remote. I plan to spend time in areas 
like the West End, holding town 
halls, meeting with community lead-
ers and ensuring that constituents 
feel heard. 

I will also stay connected with 
those who may not be able to meet 
in person through virtual town 
halls and consistent communication 
on social media. My goal is to be a 
representative who is approachable, 
listens to concerns directly from 
the people and takes action on those 
concerns in Washington.

Frisch, Hurd respond
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lives in the West End. When her son 
graduated high school in Nevada 
last spring, she began looking for 
work that would bring her to Col-
orado to work on developing her 
relationship.  

With her experience as a mother 
of a son with special needs, she was 
drawn right away to an ad online for 
paraprofessionals at the school.  

“‘Ms. Jennifer’ has a passion for 
helping students with special needs 
succeed in the classroom, and that 
has become obvious as she works 
with our students,” Bray said. “We 
are so fortunate she found our area 
and that we were able to bring her 
on board at WEPS.”

Melinda Bowen
“Mrs. Mindy,” as she likes to be 

called, has been a long-time parent 
in the West End. Her two children 
began their school career in Paradox 
and then moved into the elementary 
school a few years ago. Now, those 
children are sixth-graders, and Mrs. 
Mindy was looking for a way to stay 
involved with their schooling, while 
also making a living.  

“It was a perfect fit for the West 
End, as we found ourselves in need 
of another paraprofessional after 
the school year began,” Bray said. 
“Mrs. Mindy comes to us with per-
sonal experience of raising a child 
with special needs and also a pas-
sion for working with young people. 
We are so glad to welcome her, hus-
band Curtis, and their two children 
Orianna and Matthew to the West 
End Schools.”

Katey Herland
Katey Herland joined Nucla this 

school year as a part-time teacher 
to help fill gaps in middle and high 
school electives. She is teaching a 
high school home economics class, 
a middle school PE class, and a mid-
dle school agriculture class.  

“Her versatility of skills made her 
the perfect candidate to fill so many 
gaps we found ourselves with at the 
beginning of the school year,” Bray 
said. “She is doing a fantastic job of 
lesson planning, building relation-
ships with students, and passing on 
her many skills to the students in the 
West End.”

Herland with husband, Bran-
don, and their three children, Josey 
(eighth), Emma (seventh), and 
Norah (fifth) “make a fantastic addi-
tion” to the West End team.

Dana Saxton
Dana Saxton is not new to West 

End schools, but she is playing some 
new roles.  

“We were ecstatic to welcome 
her back as our middle school home 
economics teacher at the begin-
ning of the school year,” Bray said. 
“Since then, she has also stepped up 
as a substitute for our elementary 
music program, while we are trying 
to hire a new music teacher.” 

Bray said her love of young peo-
ple coupled with her incredible cre-
ative abilities has made Saxton “a 
huge blessing” to the school. She 
and husband, Jay, have watched two 
children, Eli and Anika, graduate 
the West End, and they are raising 
one more Mustang, Eden (eighth). 
Their passion for, not only the 
school, but the entire community 
is obvious with the many positions 
they take on to help students and the 
community succeed.

“We are so fortunate to have Mrs. 

Saxton back in our schools,” Bray 
said. 

Ann O’Neal
Ann O’Neal was a Nucla High 

School graduate years ago and 
made a career in the health science 
administration industry. Recently, 
she was ready for a career change 
and saw our ad for a science teacher. 

“With her degree in biology, and 
her strong background in health sci-
ences, she was the perfect fit,” Bray 
said. 

Now she is teaching high school 
biology, chemistry, intro to health 
sciences, and environmental sci-
ence, as well as a middle school 
astronomy elective.  

“She has brought new life back 
into the high school science depart-
ment, and we are so happy to wel-
come her and her daughter, Violet, 
(kindergarten) to the West End,” 
Bray said. 

Rachel McNiel
Rachel McNeil joined the Colt 

Care team as the new lead infant 
teacher. She comes all the way from 
Chicago and brings a wealth of 
knowledge and experience working 
with children and youth in many 
different roles. 

“She has jumped right into the 
infant teacher role and has been 
amazing,” Bray said. “There’s no 
doubt that she loves the babies and 
they love her. We are incredibly 
blessed to welcome Rachel, and her 
wife Olivia, into our community 
and our school.”

New hires
Cont. from Pg. 1

Heritage Festival
Cont. from Pg. 1

Flying Bear Pizzeria. And, Jay and 
Dana Saxton kept the hard cider and 
beer flowing, much of which was also 
sourced locally and through Esoterra 
Ciderworks, of Durango. 

Other vendors showed up too: 
Cypress Roots, Nucla’s herb farm; 
West End Dark Sky Alliance, promot-
ing the dark sky resource; Face Paint-
ing by Rae, bringing art to the local 
children; plus more, including two 
bands that played bluegrass and coun-
try music throughout the afternoon. 
And, students had fundraising booths 
too.

Many from Norwood traveled to 
the Nucla Town Park for the festival, 
and some came from as far as Tellu-

ride, New Mexico and even Arizona. 
In all, Eggers said the Heritage Festival 
was a success. 

“My heart is full, and I am still 
on Cloud 9 from Saturday,” she said. 
“There was great attendance and the 
vendors ‘shined,’ including all of our 
local kids at their fundraising booths. 
The local food was outstanding, and 
the music and company were fantastic. 
I couldn’t be more pleased.”

She added that the settlers, and even 
the Indigenous cultures, played a cru-
cial part in saving the heirloom apple 
genetics. 

“And, in the next best world, we 
came together as a community in the 
park to honor our heritage, but also 
help carry on their work by simply cel-
ebrating our local apples,” she said.
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By REGAN TUTTLE, Editor 

Executive director for Hoof 
& Paw Tonya Stephens told 
the Forum the local animal 

shelter in Naturita has close to 30 
cats that need homes at this time. 
She said some are a bit too young 
to be adopted just yet, since they’re 
being bottle fed. 

And, to add to the mix, while 
doing patrol Saturday for the 
Hanging Flume 50k race in Ura-
van, another cat showed up. Ste-
phens thinks likely the cat was 
abandoned; she’s very domestic 
and wants attention. 

“And I have a small hunch she is 
pregnant,” Stephens said. 

A tiger kitty with white patches, 
Stephens will post her picture 
online in an attempt to locate the 
owner, but Becca Mendisco, local 
deputy, has offered to foster the cat 
for a bit — and luckily too, since 
the shelter is running out of cat 
crates for homeless felines at this 
time. 

Stephens will get the cat — 
whom she’s named “Nium,” short 
for uranium — a proper vet visit 
this week. It’s safe to say that Nium 
will need a forever home soon.

Stephens agreed adoptive pet 
parents and volunteers are needed 
at this time. She’s been posting 
pictures of cats who need a home 
for the last few weeks. Pet food 
donations, especially kitten chow, 
are something Hoof & Paw contin-
uously need. 

And the dogs? 
A few days ago, the shelter in 

Naturita had 11 dogs in a six-dog 
space. Two canines — Ace and 
Ranger — were adopted Saturday 
though. 

“What a blessing that is,” Ste-
phens said, of the two dogs who 
went together and happen to be 
brothers.

Representatives of Hoof & Paw 
have been participating in the 
Ridgway Farmers Markets and 
also events at Chow Down in Mon-
trose. They typically take dogs 
who need adopted to these types 

of things. 
Someone recently brought up to 

Stephens the idea of doing an open 
house for pet adoptions in Natu-
rita, something she is open to. Yet, 
she said an open house takes plan-
ning and volunteers. 

“But I think it would be a good 
thing,” she said. 

Anybody who wants to help 
with such an event should contact 
Stephens. 

The Forum asked her about any 
grants that are forthcoming to 
help with expenses. Hoof & Paw 
just received a $4,000 grant from 
the state for overpopulation mit-
igation. The funds are to be used 
for spay and neuter clinics now 
through August of 2025. 

Additionally, Hoof & Paw has 
applied for a grant through the 
Telluride Foundation for a shed, 
something that would help house 

empty crates and other equipment 
on site and keep things clean and 
out of the weather. 

Another grant in the works, 
currently being written by Susan 
Kelley, is a West End Pay it For-
ward Trust grant for the purpose 
of establishing a roof over the dog 
runs. As they are now, the dog runs 
don’t have shelter, and Stephens 
said it can get challenging during 
the rain and snow. The dogs get 
wet, their bedding gets wet, and 
she wants to be able to take better 
care of the animals and their items. 

“The roof will be really appreci-
ated,” she said. “It’s not expensive. 
It’s just a frame with tin.” 

Stephens reminds all that the 
Hoof & Paw Thrift store supports 
the animals, but no animals are on 
site there. Anyone who wishes to 
meet animals for adoption should 
make an appointment. 
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FIRE AND EMS

Norwood Fire’s mill 
levy meeting is Oct. 17

SPECIAL TO THE FORUM

In preparation for the upcoming 
vote to increase the Norwood 
Fire Protection District’s (NFPD) 

mill levy, the organization will host 
a community informational meet-
ing on Thursday evening, Oct. 17, 
at 7 p.m. at the Norwood Firehouse, 
which is located at 1605 Summit St., 
across from the The Livery.
 This is one of several meetings 
that have taken place over the last 
few months to educate the public 
about the issues that local fire and 
EMS are facing, what it means for 
the public, and how the community 
make a difference.
 Residents of the recently 

expanded district, which straddles 
San Miguel and West Montrose 
counties, are encouraged to attend to 
learn more about ballot issue 7A, and 
to bring their questions to Norwood 
Chief John Bockrath and his team. 
 Election Day is coming up on 
Nov. 5, and county mail-in ballots 
start being distributed on Oct. 11.
The NFPD has not gone to the 
voters since 2015 for a mill levy 
increase. Nearly 10 years later, the 
district faces significant operational, 
budgetary and human resource 
challenges with its growing emer-
gency call volume and the specter 
of state-mandated property tax 
reductions. 
 “A YES vote on ballot issue 7A 

is mission-critical to community 
safety,” said Bockrath. “The NFPD 
cannot afford to lose this election.” 
The district is also working to be 
inclusive. Bockrath also said he 
encourages the Hispanic commu-
nity to attend, and a translator will 
be on hand to assist in sharing infor-
mation and to answer questions for 
Spanish speakers.
 The NFPD provides emergency 
medical services (EMS), structural 
and wildland fire suppression and 
prevention services, search and res-
cue, motor vehicle extraction, home 
health care checks, and hazardous 
material response across nearly 900 
square miles on Colorado’s West 
End.

ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS
1 & 2 bedroom apartments, Family Living at an affordable price.

Nucla Family Housing
300 East 3rd Street, Nucla, Colorado

(970) 864-2262

Landmark Management:  712-276-1735  •  TTY: 800-659-2656
This institution is an equal opportunity provider

Construction
Bryan Littlejohn

Bus: (970) 327-4096 Cell: 428-4096
P.O. Box 422, Naturita, CO 81422

Southwestern

This image shows “Nium,” currently being fostered by the Mendisco family. 
(Photo by Tonya Stephens) 

NONPROFITS

‘Nium’ needs a home; 
grants help shelter work
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And, she encourages that people 
attend the Water Law in a Nutshell 
class in Norwood too. The Norwood 
class takes place Oct. 17 from 8:30 
a.m. to 5 p.m. at Lone Cone Library. 
Realtors, assessors and attorneys 
are eligible to receive CEUs for 
their professional licenses. Though, 
landowners, teachers, water board 
members and others are welcome to 
attend the session. 

Topics in the Norwood water meet-
ing include water rights and ditch 

rights as applied in Colorado, but 
also specifically appropriation, per-
fection, use, limitations, attributes, 
abandonment and enforcement of 
various types of water rights. Addi-
tional subject matter will include 
special rules for groundwater, public 
rights in appropriated water, inter-
state compacts, and more.

Cost for the Norwood class is $125 
and includes a lunch, plus materials. 
For those seeking CEUs, it’s $160. 
The Norwood class is produced by 
the Water Information Program, and 

Aaron Clay, who is an attorney and 
former water referee in Colorado 
Water Court, will be the presenter. 

“Our lives and livelihoods depend 
on water,” Tooker said. “Managing 
and conserving for future genera- 
tions of our community is of utmost 
importance to all of us. Allocations 
and efficiency in the lower basin of 
the Colorado River is an important 
part of that equation not just for us, 
but for the tribes as well. I intend to 
learn all I can to help shape the deci- 
sions for southwest Colorado.”

Water conferences
Cont. from Pg. 1

Schedule Your
FREE

Annual Medicare Wellness Visit
• The Annual Medical Wellness Visit is designed to help 

keep you healthy and provide you with the support you 
need to have a healthy quality of life as you age.

WE HOPE YOU WILL TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THIS 
100% COVERED BY MEDICARE BENEFIT

(NO DEDUCTIBLE OR COINSURANCE)

To Schedule Your Appointment, 
Please call the Basin Clinic at: (970) 865-2665

OUR PROVIDERS
• APRIL RANDLE, MD AND MEDICAL DIRECTOR

• ROBERT TAPLEY, FNP
• ANGELA MILLER, PA-C

• CAROL SCOTT, PA-C

CONTACT THE BASIN CLINIC
• 421 ADAMS STREET, NATURITA, COLORADO

• (970) 865-2665

FREE FLU 
SHOTS FOR 
EVERYONE!

Get your 2024 flu shot at the 
Basin Clinic — absolutely free 

for anyone!  
Wednesday Oct. 16

from 3 p.m. to 7 p.m.

“Drive-thru Flu Shots” — 
just follow the signs at the 

clinic and get ready for 
the flu season.  

No appointment needed!

Basin Clinic
For all your regular health care, 

call 865-2665

Monday through Friday 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

421 Adams Street, Naturita, Colorado

Carol Scott PA-c  ·  Mark Walker, FNP
April Randle, MD

Ti�any Ordoñez, MD – Medical Director
(EEOIC patients please schedule with our MD)

For help with medical situations after hours,
call 865-2665 and follow prompts.
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   Aggregate &
Redi Mix Supplier

    Call for a Quote or to Schedule a Delivery
             SATURDAY DELIVERIES AVAILABLE

         970.729.0997  970.327.4218
   

(970) 729-1085          (970) 327-4218

Christopher Tooker 
Master Electrician

 Electrical Contractor
Phone: 970�864�2321

tookeroffice@gmail.com
www.tookerelectric.com

New Construction
Residential
Commercial
Service

Nora Davis (Owner)
(970) 428-2236

Call for an 
appointment

E-mail:
rimrockerrealestate@gmail.com

NNTC has a total of 6 Emergency phones installed along Highway 141 with plans on still adding more! 

Gateway�Unaweep Fire Department is currently working with CDOT to provide signage along the                
Highway in Mesa County for each Emergency 911 Phone Box.  

NNTC is providing this complimentary service within our service area to help Montrose and Mesa County         
First Responders to get to accident and fire scenes quicker. 

Look for these RED Boxes next time you drive Highway 141 towards Grand Junction. 

TheSTOPSTOP
FLU BUG

FLU SHOT
CLINIC

For more information, montrosefluclinic.com

 WHILE 
SUPPLIES LAST

Oct. 16th   |   3-7pm at
Basin Clinic

HIGH-DOSE FLU SHOTS AVAILABLE

Looking 
to Place a 

Classified?
And have 
thousands 

of people see it?

Place an Ad in the

San Miguel 
Basin Forum

Call
(970) 864-7425

Changes 
come
Je�  Stephens told 
the Forum the Nucla 
Fire Station is adding 
on to have more 
space. 
(Photo by Regan Tuttle)

Need a Ride?
All Points Transit can help!

Call 970-249-0128 to Schedule 
www.allpointstransit.org

Local Medical, Shopping, Errands & More
Regional service to Montrose & Grand Junction 

31186 Highway 145
Naturita, Colorado

(970) 864-7531
www.bruinwastemanagement.com

Residential, Commercial, 
Recycle, Portable Toilets & 

Roll O� Dumpsters

We now o�er luxury portable 
toilet rentals for all of your 

event needs!

SERVING THE COMMUNITIES OF: 
Nucla, Naturita, Redvale, 

Norwood, Telluride, Ridgway, 
Log Hill, Delta, and Montrose
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West End Montrose County
Sheriff’s Office Blotter

9/10/2024
1518 Hours - Deputy took a 
criminal mischief report in the 
100 block of West Main Street in 
Naturita.
1713 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to Highway 90 mm 25 
near Bedrock for a fire.
1822 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to the area of CC Road 
and Highway 141 near Nucla for a 
traffic hazard.
1 school zone
1 civil process attempted/served

9/11/2024
0945 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to the 900 block of Main 
Street in Nucla for a 911.
1210 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to the area of Highway 97 
and East Main Street in Naturita 
for a traffic complaint.
1210 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to the area of Broad 
Canyon near Naturita for multiple 
fires.
1411 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to the area of GG25 Road 
near Naturita for a fire.
1703 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to the 9200 block of U29E 
Road for an agency assist.
1 school zone 
1 VIN inspection
1 civil process attempted/served

9/12/2024
0005 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to the area of Sanborn 
Park Road and GG51 Road near 
Norwood for an overdue party.
0716 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to the 35600 block of 
Highway 145 near Redvale for an 
information report.
1851 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to the 400 block of Elm 
Street in Naturita for a traffic 
complaint.
2105 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to the Paradox area for 
overdue party.
1 school zone

9/13/2024
1729 Hours - Gordon Leist, 63, 
was contacted on Highway 141 
mm 60 near Naturita and cited for 
driving with a suspended driver’s 
license and no insurance.
2009 Hours - Wyatt Elder, 21, was 
contacted on Highway 141 mm 62 
near Naturita and cited for driving 
with a revoked driver’s license.
3 follow up reports
1 directed patrol in Nucla
2 directed patrols in Naturita

9/14/2024
0621 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to the 100 block of East 
Main Street in Naturita for an 
alarm.
1120 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to the 400 block of Heron 
Street in Nucla for an information 
report.
1215 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to the 29600 block of 
Highway 97 near Nucla for a civil 
matter.
1256 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to the 200 block of West 
Seventh Avenue in Nucla for a 
report of an assault. An arrest war-
rant is being sought for Howard 
Chadd, 59, for third degree 
assault x2, criminal mischief, 
theft, domestic violence, reckless 
endangerment, and reckless driv-
ing x2.

1305 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to the intersection of 
Heron Street and West Fifth 
Avenue in Nucla for a parking 
problem.
1505 Hours Deputy was dis-
patched to the 400 block of West 
Main Street in Naturita for a traf-
fic complaint.
2000 Hours Deputy was 
dispatched to the 1000 block of 
Montana Street in Nucla for a 
medical assist.
1 directed patrol in Nucla
2 directed patrols in County

9/15/2024
1246 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to the 700 block of King 
Street in Naturita for a harassment 
report.
1248 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to the 400 block of Pine 
Street in Naturita for a medical 
assist.

1322 Hours - Deputy took an 
information report in the area of 
25 Mesa near Nucla.
1506 Hours - Deputy took a fraud 
report in the 27600 block of BB 
Road near Nucla.
1826 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to the area of FF26 Road 
and Crabtree Road near Naturita 
for an accident.

9/16/2024
0653 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to the 600 block of Pine 
Street in Naturita for a 911.
0928 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to the 200 block of West 
Seventh Avenue in Nucla for a 
disturbance.
1422 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to the 28200 block of 
2810 Road near Nucla for a fraud 
report.
1532 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to the area of Highway 97 

* Now ServiNg Your AreA * 

Four Seasons
Gutter Systems

Quality Service in WeStern

colorado Since 1989

•           SeAmleSS 5” & 6” K-StYle

•   HANd Cut, SiNgle SeAm miterS

•         Steel, AlumiNum, & Copper

•             up to 10-YeAr wArrANtY

(970) 858-1347  ~  FOURSEASONSGUTTERSYSTEMS@YAHOO.COM
WWW.FOURSEASONSGUTTER.COM

10% militArY &
SeNior diSCouNt

“Your One Stop 
Shop For All Your 

Communication Needs”

864-7335

publiC NotiCe
Dolores County Road & Bridge Department – PO Box 426 – 8477 Road 7.7 – Dove Creek, CO  81324,  
970-677-2328; has filed an application for a Construction Materials Limited Impact (112) Reclamation 
Permit with the Colorado Mined Land Reclamation Board under provisions of the Colorado Land 
Reclamation Act for the Extraction of Construction Materials.  The proposed mine is known as the 
Disappointment Valley Pit, and is located at or near
Sections 19 & 20, Township 43N, Range 17W, NM Prime Meridian.

The proposed date of the commencement is April 1, 2025 and the proposed date of completion is 
December 31, 2035.  
The proposed future use of the land is Native Grass Rangeland.

Additional information and tentative decision date may be obtained from the Division of Reclamation, 
Mining and Safety, 1313 Sherman Street, Room 215, Denver, Colorado 80203, (303) 866-3567, or at 
the Dolores County Clerk and Recorder’s Office; 409 N. Main Street, Dove Creek, CO or the above-
named applicant.  A complete copy of the application is available at the above-named County Clerk and 
Recorder’s office and at the Division’s Office.

Comments concerning the application and exhibits must be in writing and must be received by the 
Division of Reclamation, Mining and Safety by 4:00 p.m. on 
November 5, 2024.

Please note that under provisions of C.R.S. 34-32.5-101 et seq.  Comments related to noise, truck traffic, 
hours of operation, visual impacts, effects on property values and other social or economic concerns are 
issues not subject to this Office’s jurisdiction.  These subjects, and similar ones, are typically addressed 
by your local governments, rather than the Division of Reclamation, Mining, and Safety or the Mined 
Land Reclamation Board.

Published in San Miguel Basin Forum on September 25, October 2, 9 & 16, 2024.

120 East Main Street - Naturita, Colorado
(970) 865-2408   •   westendequipmentrentals.com

Propane Sales
Now Available

140 E. Main Street
PO Box 158

Naturita, CO 81422

We are looking forward 
to Serving you.

Great Tires - Great Deals
29492 Hwy 97, Nucla, CO

(970) 864-2287

We Meet Your Tire Needs
We Appreciate & Thank You for Your Business

Your Service Station
• Offering Phillips 66 Proclean Fuel

24-7 with Credit Card

• Convenience Store

• Brand  name Tires & Service

• Lube-Oil Service

• Computer Diagnostics

• Light Mechanical

James Keeton
1685 Grand Ave, Norwood, CO • 970-327-4447

Sam’s Service
Phillips 66

publiC NotiCe
MuStanG Water autHority – notice oF BudGet

Notice is hereby given that a proposed budget has been submitted to the Board of Directors for the 
ensuing year of 2025.  A copy of the proposed budget is available in the office of Mustang Water 
Authority, where it is open for public inspection.  The proposed budget will be considered at the 
regular meeting of the Board of Directors to be held at the Mustang Water plant at 29300 30.5 Road 
in Nucla, Colorado on 10/21/2024.
Any interested elector within our district may inspect the proposed budget and file or register any 
objections thereto at any time prior to the final adoption of the budget on December 16, 2024.

Published in the San Miguel Basin Forum October 9, 2024

Obituary

Ruth Marie Archer
March 29, 1945 - Aug. 30, 2024

Ruth Marie Archer, age 79 
and of Nucla, went to be with 
God on Friday, Aug. 30. Ruth was 
born on March 29, 1945, in New 
Castle, Colorado. She is preceded 
in death by Harry Archer, her best 
friend and husband of 59 years. 
Ruth enjoyed fishing and working 
puzzles with her family, as well 
as sewing and upholstery work. 
She is survived by her daughters, 
Malea Berg, Louise Barker and 
Eva Archer; brother, Waite; sisters, 
Mary and Minnie; nine grandchil-
dren; 28 great-grandchildren; and 
three great-great-grandchildren. 
We honor and dearly love you, 

Ruth, for your journey. May you be in God’s love and light.
Ruth Marie Archer.
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HELP WANTED
Part-time janitor for the Town of Nucla.

5-10 flexible hours per-week.  Application available at Town Hall 320 
Main Street.

17-2T-C

Part-time Custodial/Grounds/Maintenance Position - Naturita 
Community Library

We are currently seeking a part-time (24 hours per week) custo-
dial/grounds/maintenance specialist. This position is responsible for 
all custodial and grounds keeping duties at the library, including snow 
removal and light maintenance. Hours are flexible. Must be able to 
lift 40 lbs. Position may be found online at www.montroselibrary.
org. Applications may also be picked up at the Naturita Community 
Library. Resumes are encouraged. Please submit to Amanda Scott at 
ascott@montroselibrary.org and direct questions to the same email, or 
call (970) 275-3747 if you have questions.
Pay: Starting at $16.50 an hour
Benefits: Paid leave, retirement after 1 year.
MRLD is an EEOE.

18-1T-C

AA MEETING
Every Sunday morning at 9 a.m. at the Naturita Community Library.

TFN

VETERAN MEMORIAL SERVICE INFO
Memorial Services for Veterans - Contact Tom Loczy and VFW at 
(970) 428-2268.

TFN

Class i f i ed  Ads
Classified ad Rate:

Per-Week: $12.95 for 25 words and 20¢ for 
each additional word.

West End Montrose County
Sheriff’s Office Blotter

Continued from Page 6

NORWOOD PUBLIC SCHOOL            
NOW HIRING FOR 2024-2025 SCHOOL YEAR

• Elementary Teacher
• Spanish/English Language Learner Teacher
• Paraprofessionals (1/2 or Full-time)
• Activity Driver
The full job postings are located on our website. Please follow the 
link/URL https://www.norwoodk12.org/domain/181 and click on 
“Click here for job listings and to apply online.”

46-TFN-C

• School Bus Drivers
Norwood School District is willing to pay for CDL training and 
certification. Must pass a Class B CDL with S&P endorsement, 
CDL Drug Test & Physical. The full job description is located on 
our website. Please follow the link/URL https://www.norwoodk12.
org/domain/181 and click on “Click here for job listings and to apply 
online.”

47-8T-C

• Small Bus Drivers  (Non-CDL Bus Driver Position)

The full job postings are located on our website. Please follow the 
link/URL https://www.norwoodk12.org/domain/181 and click on 
“Click here for job listings and to apply online.”

TFN-C

We will be accepting applications on an ongoing basis until 
positions are filled.

DELTA SALES YARD - MARKET REPORT
RESULTS FOR SATURDAY SEPTEMBE 28TH CATTLE SALE:  .  

300-400#STEERS 3.10-3.50 300-400#HEIFERS 2.90-3.20
400-500# STEERS 2.90-3.35 400-500# HEIFERS 2.70-3.00
500-600# STEERS 2.60-2.83 500-600# HEIFERS 2.45-2.60
600-700# STEERS 2.58-2.70 600-700# HEIFERS 2.32-2.45
700-800# STEERS 2.40-2.55 700-800# HEIFERS 2.20-2.35
800-900# STEERS 2.30-2.45 800-900# HEIFERS 1.95-2.17
Top bulls 1.45-1.50top of $1.60 Medium bulls 1.25-1.35
Young Cows 1.40-1.55 Top cows 1.20-1.30top of $1.33
Medium cows 1.05-1.18 Low-yielding cows 1.00 Below

NEXT WEEK: Thursday October 10th-  1 semi load 

butcher cows, 70 strs from Montrose, 40 mixed feeders from 

Olathe, 20 mixed feeders, 20 butcher cows, 9 butcher bulls.  

Along with our usual dock run of 200-300.

UP COMING SALES  +

Saturday October 12th – Special Alternative Animal Sale.  30 pair miniature 
Herefords, 10 Dexters, 2 Llamas, 3 Alpaca, mini mule, and some Highlanders, donkey 
with baby, Emus, Yaks.

Thursday October 17th – Special Feeder Sale.  1 semi load of Char x strs. & 
hfrs. 700#, 1 semi load of butcher cows.   

Thursday October 24th – Special Feeder Sale.  150 steer calves.
Saturday November 2 – Special Feeder Sale.  150 mixed feeders.

and Highland Drive near Naturita 
for a traffic hazard.
1537 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to the 29900 block of CC 
Road near Nucla for a fire.
1603 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to the area of V24 Road 
near Nucla for a fire.
1930 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to the 100 block of 
Payson Street in Naturita for a 
welfare check.
2 school zones
1 follow up report

9/18/2024
0832 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to the 25200 block of Z26 
Road near Nucla for a medical 
assist.
1259 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to the 300 block of West 
Sixth Avenue in Nucla for a 911.
1408 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to the 1000 block of 
Montana Street in Nucla for a 
disturbance. James Wilkerson, 28, 
was cited for disturbing the peace.
2125 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to the 29500 block of V24 
Road near Nucla for a fire.

2 school zones
9/19/2024

1221 Hours - Jacob Formberg, 41, 
was contacted at the intersection 
of Highway 145 and 3575 Road 
near Redvale and issued a warning 
for speeding.
1403 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to the 800 block of Main 
Street in Nucla for a theft report.
1511 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to the 500 block of West 
Fifth Avenue in Nucla for a medi-
cal assist.
1614 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to the 300 block of East 
Third Avenue in Nucla for a juve-
nile problem.
2 school zones
1 directed patrol in County
1 directed patrol in Naturita

9/20/2024
0930 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to the 100 block of Payson 
Street in Naturita for an animal 
problem.
1000 Hours - Marie Kiser, 63, was 
contacted in the 200 block of West 
Seventh Avenue in Nucla and 
cited for driving without a valid 
Driver’s license, expired registra-
tion and no insurance.
1012 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to the 33000 block of 
Mailbox Park Road near Redvale 
for a fraud report.
1055 Hours - Deputy took a tres-
passing report in the 100 block of 
Payson Street in Naturita. Darron 
Clark, 36, was cited for second 
degree trespassing.
1243 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to the 28000 block of O27 
Road for a 911.
1502 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to the 500 block of West 
Seventh Avenue in Nucla for an 
accident.
1652 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to the Columbine 
Campground for a welfare check.
1816 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to the 100 block of West 
Main Street in Naturita for a 
harassment report.

9/21/2024
0910 Hours - Deputy took a report 
in the 100 block of West Main 
Street in Naturita for a welfare 
check.
1009 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to Highway 141 mm 61 
near Naturita for a medical assist.
1121 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to the 24200 block of X7 
Road near Bedrock for an infor-
mation report.
1207 Hours - Casey Kanikowski, 
33, was contacted in the 400 block 
of Main Street in Nucla and cited 
for driving with a revoked driver’s 
license, expired registration and 
no insurance.
1349 Hours - Casey Jones, 33, 
was arrested in the 100 block of 
West Main Street in Naturita on an 

outstanding warrant.
1 follow up report
1 directed patrol in Nucla
1 directed patrol in Naturita

9/22/2024
1015 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to the 700 block of Ivy 
Street in Nucla for an animal 
problem.
1143 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to Highway 141 mm 82 
near Naturita for an information 
report.
1657 Hours - Lucas Neil, 37, was 
contacted on Highway 97 mm 2 
near Nucla and issued a warning 
for texting while driving.
1 follow up report
1 directed patrol in Nucla
2 directed patrols in County
1 directed patrol in Naturita
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Shoal Heidergott stops into “Face Painting by Rae.”

Dani Acosta-Reyes organized the three-legged race and more.

Chayton Johansson and Zara Holmstrand are ready for the kids games.

Loudyn Galley and Davis Miller work the old-fashioned apple press.

YOUTH

�e 2024 Heritage Festival

As many as 28 vendors were on site. The Grand Avenue Ramblers were the opening band. (Photos by Regan Tuttle)

Kids with 
local ties 
Far left: Joe Garvey’s 
grandchildren are 
excelling in distance 
running events. 
Hunter Johnson, No. 
192 and running for 
Ridgway, took �rst 
place last week in 
cross country.

Right: Mya Garvey, 
in eighth grade and 
of Billings, Montana, 
just won three of �ve 
cross-country races 
this season. 
(Courtesy images)




