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COMMUNITY 

Library hosts  
‘Civic Saturdays’ in Naturita

URAVAN 

Volunteers 
requested  
for well  

sampling 
near  

Uravan Belt
By REGAN TUTTLE, Editor 

Dr. Lesley Sebol, PhD and 
a senior hydrogeologist 
at the Colorado School of 

Mines, reached out to the Forum 
last week, since she’s overseeing 
a study of well water in the local 
area this year — private wells, not 
municipal wells. 

The Colorado Geological Sur-
vey (CGS), a department of the 
Colorado School of Mines, has 
been funded through a grant 
from the Colorado Department 
of Public Health & Environment 
(CDPHE) to conduct a five-year 
study of baseline radionuclides 
and metals in groundwater, 
obtained from privately-owned 
residential water wells throughout 
Colorado. Right now, the study is 
in its third year. It’s targeted dif-
ferent areas of the state the last 
two years— the Wet Mountains 
and Gunnsion — and now the 
Uravan Belt region is up for study. 

Sebol told the Forum the study 
is focused on areas where Thorium 
and Uranium are present in the 
bedrock geology. 

The State of Colorado funds the 
work, using grants for which they 
pay the School of Mines. Each year, 
the grant funds vary, and available 
money determines how many sam-
ples can be performed. 

For this year’s study, 47 water 
samples will be drawn for select 
areas of the Uravan Belt — portions 
of Mesa, West Montrose and San 
Miguel Counties. The area has been 
divided into a grid, each containing 
two to four samples. Sebol said if 
the number of volunteers in a grid 
space exceeds the quota, the CGS 
will prioritize selection of partici-
pants by spatial distribution com-
bined with geologic considerations.

Sebol said it’s about knowledge 
and education. She said the state 
is building a database, and at the 
same time giving homeowners/
landowners information about 
health and water. 

CDPHE has no regulatory 
authority over private wells. 

The grant covers all costs, so the 
study is free to homeowners. Rec-
ommendations, with the top being 
reverse osmosis, are also distrib-
uted as part of the study.

Now, Sebol is seeking volun-
teers. And, the CSB will ship, via 
FedEx Ground, a boxed sampling 
kit with a pre-paid FedEx Ground 
return shipping label. 

“We will need filled water sam-
ples returned within about one to 

MUNICIPALITIES 

Norwood 
gears up  
for recall; 

Nucla paves
By REGAN TUTTLE, Editor

The Town of Norwood held 
its monthly meeting Sept. 
11 with a lengthy agenda. 

Then, two new members of Nor-
wood Water commission were 
voted in. Now, Finn Kjome, who’s 
served the board for some time, 
will continue in that role. And, 
Jenny Russell, was also instated. 
Russell is an attorney who is 
knowledgeable of the local water-
shed and related legalities.

In other Norwood news, Saman-
tha Jacobs, a former teacher now 
working in mental health for Axis, 
told town trustees about the new 
Narcan kiosk. Narcan is a medi-
cation that is administered in the 
event that a person overdoses on 
a narcotic like fentanyl, an often 
deadly drug. 

Many communities in the U.S. 
are making the antidote available 
as a harm-reduction practice. 
The Narcan kiosk has not been 
installed yet, but town trustees 
did approve for it to be placed 
in the Pocket Park, at the cor-
ner of Lucerne Street and Grand 
Avenue. While Norwood’s town 
trustees expressed some con-
cerns over the Narcarn drug, 
Jacobs said it’s benign and won’t 
harm people that are not in an 
overdose state. She said it’s safe 
to have available. 

Jacobs told the Forum she doesn’t 
have an arrival date for the drug 
yet. She added that Axis is also 
aiming to place Narcan in Redvale, 
Naturita and Nucla too. She plans to 
speak to those town boards. 

Many know that a recall election 
is happening in Norwood concern-
ing the mayor, Candy Meehan. 
That election is set for Dec. 10. 
Norwood’s deputy clerk Becky 
Hannigan told the Forum that all 
registered voters in Norwood’s 
town limits can vote. She added 
the poll at Norwood Town Hall 
will be open, and mail-in ballots 
are an option too. 

Election judges will be present. 
The mayoral recall was con-

tested by Meehan earlier this 
summer, but a third party, Karen 
Goldman, of the Colorado Munic-
ipal League, audited the petition 
and opposition. After sorting 
through the evidence, Goldman 
said the recall election holds. 

In Nucla, there is currently addi-
tional paving of roads happening, 
on Fourth Avenue specifically. 
The work started Friday, Sept. 13, 
with cleaning of the road surface. 
On Monday, Sept. 16, the paving 
crew was set to begin work with 
the west end of W. 4th Avenue. 

The Nucla Town Clerk, 
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By REGAN TUTTLE, Editor 

“Civic Saturdays” 
are beginning 
in Naturita, 
brought to the 
c o m m u n i t y 

by Stephanie Malcom, of Nucla, 
a teacher of 15 years now working 
for West End Public Schools Dis-
trict. The upcoming civics gather-
ings, for which Malcom has been 
trained through Civic University, 
is something she believes in. Civic 
University is a nonprofit started by 
Eric Liu, and its goal, according to 

Malcom, is building a culture of 
powerful, responsible citizenship. 

Malcom told the San Miguel 
Basin Forum she’s honored to par-
ticipate in the process. 

She’ll be facilitating — or cat-
alyzing, she said — the first few 
Civic Saturdays and then “see-
ing where it goes.” The Naturita 
Community Library is offering 
the space, and Malcom is grateful 
for the staff’s support. 

“Our library in Naturita is 
amazing — all the things they do,” 
she said. 

The first Civic Saturday event 

is Sept. 21 from 11 a.m. to noon. 
Then, those who attend can expect 
topic questions to be presented. 
Malcom said the structure also 
includes opening remarks and 
greetings. The focus is always 
on a civic scripture though, and 
the first will be the “Declaration 
of Principles” from the Colorado 
Cooperative Company, the local 
ditch board. And, the group will 
discuss what “civic faith” is. 

Malcom said there will also be 
a question: “What are we grateful 
for around here?”

Traffic in Nucla
The Colorado Grand tour came through Nucla Sept. 12, and many turned out to view the vintage cars parked 
outside of the Rimrocker Historical Society.  (Photo by Tim Tait)

YOUTH

Nucla student presents 
‘Pinternship’ in Telluride

By REGAN TUTTLE, Editor

Nucla High School senior 
Merrilee Gallagher will 
give her Pinhead Insti-

tute presentation on Sept. 24 at the 
Sheridan Opera House in Telluride, 
in a showcase that happens from 6 
to 9 p.m. Gallagher will give high-
lights of her experience in interning 
at Outlaw Equine, in Decatur, TX, 
an ICU and rehabilitation facility 
for horses. She was there mid-July 
to mid-August, via the Pinhead 
Institute, a Smithsonian affiliate. 

Gallagher is a lover of all things 
equine, and though she doesn’t 
own a horse, she took riding les-
sons as a little girl and now works 
for Jubilee Stables in Norwood. 
She’s been interested in equine sci-

ence and veterinary medicine, and 
the “Pinternship” was very telling 
for Gallagher. 

After spending four weeks 
immersed in emergent care, she’s 
not sure she wants to commit to 
seeking a vet degree. At the same 
time, her love for horses has only 
been bolstered. 

There at Outlaw, she worked in 
the ICU side, not the rehab side. 
She helped other interns and the 
medical professionals treat horses 
for various acute conditions. She 
helped run catheters for horses 
with colic. She worked with wound 
injuries and abscesses, sometimes 
using hydrotherapy and herbal 
sprays. Once she helped apply 
maggots to an infected wound, 
so the dead tissue could be eaten. 

And, she helped treat a baby don-
key and its dam, both of which 
had strangles. Catching foals who 
needed oral medications some-
times took a total of four people. 
All of this was happening in the 
Texas heat, which exceeded 100 
degrees typically. 

Though she didn’t directly help 
with euthanasia, it was a part of the 
practice for equines that couldn’t 
be saved. 

Just arriving there was big for 
Gallagher. In fact, she’d never 
flown before and took her first 
plane ride, landing in Dallas. 
Other interns helped her get to the 
grocery to buy food she had to pre-
pare for herself. She lived with a 
group of other interns in an apart-

Cont. on Pg. 5
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NORWOOD CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Chamber celebrates 
Jet Trucking and the 
staying power of the 
liquor store, library 

By CHERYL JERABEK

History: Rimrocker Historical Society 
Cameville, a gold mine camp,  

Part 3
By JANE THOMPSON, Rimrocker Historical Society

T he newspapers of the day 
were all about talk of the 
Lower San Miguel being 

the next big gold rush. Virgil M. 
Came was still very involved 
in working his claims along the 
San Miguel, having sent his son 
Edward to oversee the Cameville 
Camp. The names “Dearborne,” 
“Johnson,” “Kimball” — wealthy 
business men traveling from east-
ern cities to Denver in connection 
with Came — tell the story of the 
hope that was in that area of the 
San Miguel.

In the Rocky Mountain News 
of March 11, 1884, appeared  
this headline:

“CATTLE IN COLORADO, 
The San Miguel coming to the 
front as a great grazing region.

The San Miguel Cattle Company
It was but yesterday that the San 

Miguel was an almost unknown 
country to civilization. It was in 
the Indians’ possession, and was 
over on the Western Slope where 
the waters of the rivers go down 
to the Pacific. The country has 
broad valleys, deep ravines and 
high, well-grassed hills. The 
frosts never close the streams, 
and the snows seldom cover the 
animals’ food. It is, in fact, a fine 
field for the bovine of the future. 

A few days since, the San 
Miguel Cattle Company, which 
owns a large herd of cattle in that 
country, filed papers of incor-
poration with the Secretary of 
State. By reference to these fil-
ings, we learn that the company 
is composed of Mr. F. M. Dear-
borne, of Mauldin, Mass., a sur-
geon in the United States Navy; 
Mr. R. W. Johnson, of Seabury 
& Johnson, a prominent firm at 
21 Platte Street, New York; E. J. 
Arthur, a prominent lawyer at 50 
Wall Street, and also of the Navy; 
C. S. Davis, a retired merchant of 
Muskegon, Mich.; and Virgil M. 

Came, of Denver. 
The latter gentleman has a wide 

acquaintance throughout Colorado 
and the West, where he for many 
years has been connected with the 
cross-continent railway lines in the 
freight and passenger departments.

This new company proposes 
to add largely to their already 
numerous herds, early the current 
spring. Mr. Came is confident that 
he has chosen well in his selection 
of a location. With his experience 
and business push, backed by 
ample capital as he is, there is now 
question of his and his company’s 
ultimate success.”

Mr. Came had not only been 
busy with a little gold mining in 
Cameville, but he had also been 
growing a nice herd of cattle in the 
Lower San Miguel River area of 
Cameville. The San Miguel Cattle 
Company would be referred to as 
the “Club Ranch” and was right 
there in downtown Cameville on 
Tabeguache Creek. 

Mining and cattle ranching had 
quickly become the economic 
drivers in the West End before 
there were even any roads into this 
part of Colorado. Virgil Marcellus 
Came was a man with a vision — 
and the means to make it happen.

This image shows an old branding iron from the Club Ranch, part of the 
Rimrocker collection found on the Uncompahgre Plateau. The ranch got its 
name from the club in a deck of cards. (Photo by Jane Thompson)

T he Norwood Chamber of 
Commerce of Wright’s 
Mesa is celebrating Jet 

Trucking, LLC, a company that 
plays a pivotal role in the com-
munity. You may not think much 
about the value of having a local 
trucking company until you 
really need it, whether it’s for 
delivering crucial supplies for a 
house you’re building, bringing 
gravel to your driveway, or haul-
ing materials for a large-scale 
event. In a place like this, where 
the needs of the community are 
unique and often require special-
ized logistics, having a reliable 
trucking service is invaluable.

At the heart of Jet Trucking 
is owner and operator Jeremy 
Townsend, a seasoned profes-
sional with more than 20 years of 
experience in the trucking indus-
try. He’s worked in various fields 
of trucking, but his true passion 
lies in working right in this area.

“I really like that our commu-
nity is so good about supporting 
small businesses. It’s hard to sur-
vive without that support,” he said 
in a recent interview. 

And, Local Liquor has been a 
staple in Norwood for more than 
25 years, providing residents 
and visitors alike with a well-
stocked selection of spirits, wines 
and beers. Originally opened by 
Joanne Roudebush in 1997, the 
store quickly became a central hub 
for the community, not only offer-
ing a variety of libations, but also 
supporting local events such as the 
San Miguel Basin Rodeo. Over 
the years, Roudebush moved the 
store to its current location at 1565 
Grand Ave., where it has contin-
ued to thrive and serve the needs 
of the community.

In December 2022, Laurel Hen-
derson took the reins of Local 
Liquor, uncorking a new era for 
the beloved store. 

“Purchasing the store has been a 
wonderful shift,” Henderson said. 
“I’m enjoying entrepreneurship, 
being a part of our local commu-
nity and working for myself.” 

She’s committed to maintaining 
the store’s strong community ties, 
continuing the tradition of sup-
porting local programs and events.

Tucked in the very heart of the 
community at 1455 Pinion St. is 
one of Norwood’s most valuable 
resources, the Lone Cone Library. 
Established in 1939, the library has 
transformed from a one-room log 
cabin with a handful of books to 
the bustling center of knowledge 
and community engagement that it 
is today. Offering a wide range of 
services and resources, the library 
now features modern facilities, dig-
ital collections and various com-
munity programs for all ages.

On July 15, former superinten-
dent of Norwood School District 
Todd Bittner took his new posi-
tion as director at the Lone Cone 
Library. He brings 20 years of 
experience as an educator to the 
table, as well as his administrative 
and keynote speaking abilities. 

Through its innovative pro-
grams, educational outreach and 
commitment to fostering con-
nections, the Lone Cone Library 
continues to be a cornerstone of 
knowledge and a cherished com-
munity asset. 

Future plans?
“We will focus on being good 

stewards of taxpayer money by 
prioritizing community needs, 
optimizing resource allocation, 
and fostering transparency,” Bit-
tner said. 

The Norwood Chamber of 
Commerce of Wright’s Mesa has 
monthly membership meetings 
the second Tuesday of each month 
at varying locations from 5:30 to 
6:30 p.m. With questions, email 
norwoodchamber23@gmail.com.

Schedule Your
FREE

Annual Medicare Wellness Visit
• The Annual Medical Wellness Visit is designed to help 

keep you healthy and provide you with the support you 
need to have a healthy quality of life as you age.

WE HOPE YOU WILL TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THIS 
100% COVERED BY MEDICARE BENEFIT

(NO DEDUCTIBLE OR COINSURANCE)

To Schedule Your Appointment, 
Please call the Basin Clinic at: (970) 865-2665

Our PrOviders
• April rAndle, Md And MedicAl director

• robert tApley, Fnp
• AngelA Miller, pA-c

• cArol Scott, pA-c

COntaCt the Basin CliniC
• 421 AdAMS Street, nAturitA, colorAdo

• (970) 865-2665

September is National 
Fruit & Veggies Month

  

More is better!  At least in the case of 
healthy eating.  Learn the best 

combinations of fruits and 
vegetable and how they work 

to make a healthier you!
Take advantage of the 
local Farmers Markets!

For all your healthcare needs, 
call us to schedule your 

appointment

Basin Clinic
421 Adams Street, Naturita, Colorado

(970) 865-2665

Monday through Friday 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Mary Kus, FNP 
Tiffany Ordoñez, MD

(EEOIC patients please schedule with our MD) 
For help with medical situations after hours, 

call 865-2665 and follow prompts.
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Your Service Station
• Offering Phillips 66 Proclean Fuel

24-7 with Credit Card

• Convenience Store

• Brand  name Tires & Service

• Lube-Oil Service

• Computer Diagnostics

• Light Mechanical

James Keeton
1685 Grand Ave, Norwood, CO • 970-327-4447

Sam’s Service
Phillips 66

Uranium Price  
Sept. 9, 2024 – $79.75

Looking to Place  
a Classified? 

And have  
thousands 

of people see it?

Place an Ad in the

San Miguel  
Basin Forum

Call (970) 864-7425

We are looking forward 
to Serving you.

Great Tires - Great Deals
29492 Hwy 97, Nucla, CO

(970) 864-2287

We Meet Your Tire Needs
We Appreciate & Thank You for Your Business

Elevate your business with 
Armagost Consulting’s  

expert IT solutions. 
Contact us today for a free consultation 

customized to meet your needs. 

Dial (970) 369-9558 or visit  
www.armagostconsulting.com 

to get started.

120 East Main Street - Naturita, Colorado
(970) 865-2408   •   westendequipmentrentals.com

Propane Sales
Now Available

140 E. Main Street
PO Box 158

Naturita, CO 81422

FIRE AND EMS

Norwood Fire hosts mill levy  
meeting in Redvale 

SPECIAL TO THE FORUM

T he Norwood Fire Protec-
tion District (NFPD) will 
host a community meeting 

on Saturday, Sept. 21, at 9 a.m. at 
the Redvale Community Center, 
in Redvale, to provide West Mon-
trose County residents with an 
overview of the district’s upcom-
ing mill levy election. 

District Chief John Bock-
rath will lead the discussion and 
answer questions relating to the 
NFPD’s critical funding vote on 
Nov. 5.

All members of the community 
are invited to attend, learn about the 
ballot issue and ask their questions 
about the future of emergency ser-

vices (EMS) on the West End. The 
NFPD has not increased its budget 
in nearly a decade, but with much 
higher call volumes, it now faces 
existential pressure to maintain 
emergency response capabilities.

“Budgetary restraints may force 
our tax district to cut emergency 
medical services and re-structure 
the department,” said Bockrath. 
“To keep effective fire and EMS 
protection on the West End, this 
mill levy is critical to the Norwood 
district. We simply can’t afford to 
lose this election.”

NFPD has been communicat-
ing to members of the district 
through local news outlets via 
press releases and letters to the 
editor to share the graveness of 

the situation. Saturday’s meeting 
is a continuation of that education 
that is taking place. 

The Norwood Fire Protec-
tion District provides emergency 
medical services, structural and 
wildland fire suppression and 
prevention services, search and 
rescue, motor vehicle extraction, 
home health care checks, and haz-
ardous material response across 
nearly 900 square miles between 
San Miguel and West Montrose 
counties. Anyone with questions 
about the mill levy or the meet-
ing Saturday should contact John 
Metzger, communication specialist 
for the district. He can be reached 
by emailing john@metzger.com or 
calling 303-641-1062.

FIRE

AI provides fire  
protection locally

SPECIAL TO THE FORUM

“If there was ever a ques-
tion, this summer has 
proven that the investment 

was well worth it.” That’s the sen-
timent from Telluride Fire Protec-
tion District (TFPD) Chief John 
Bennett, regarding the PANO-AI 
fire detection system that’s cur-
rently scanning county, state 
and federal lands in portions of 
San Miguel Power Association’s 
(SMPA’s) service territory. “So 
much of wildland fire protection 
is about early detection,” Bennett 
added “ … and that’s exactly what 
the PANO system does.”

Back in 2023, SMPA and 
TFPD took an innovative first 
step to leverage an emerg-
ing technology from world-
wide company PANO-AI and 
applied it to wildland safety 
and fire protection. As a result, 
four 360-degree, high-defi-
nition cameras were installed 
at high-altitude perches at the 
Raspberry Communications 
Tower, Telski Lift No. 9, Gray-
head and McKenzie Springs.  

The video feed of these cam-
eras is analyzed, in real time, by 
an artificially intelligent (AI) sys-
tem. When the system detects an 
anomaly, an on-duty operator is 

alerted, and local fire protection 
authorities can be notified, based 
on human discretion. The process 
is extremely fast and efficient.

“It’s a very effective tool,” said 
SMPA chief operating officer Jer-
emy Fox. “Most often, when we 
receive an alert from PANO, it is 
the very first notification.”  

A notable example was the 
recent Bucktail Fire in Montrose 
County, near Nucla.  

“When we received the call on 
that fire from Norwood, through 
mutual aid, our crews were 
already geared up and ready to 
deploy,” Bennett said.  

In several other cases, fire 
crews had been engaging in fire 
suppression on a scene before the 
first 911 call was received.

In addition to the time advan-
tage, the PANO system has 
demonstrated a better-than-prom-
ised range.

“We actually received an 
alert of an event on the Grand 
Mesa,” stated Bennett. The site 
is located about 40 miles beyond 
the nameplate range of the cam-
era that saw it.

“I am very proud of our part-
nership with the TFPD,” said 
SMPA’s chief executive officer 
Brad Zaporski. “This relation-
ship has enabled the deployment 

of some of the most advanced 
wildfire protection technology 
currently available, and which is 
performing beyond our expecta-
tions to protect the communities 
that we serve.” 

To enhance public safety, all 
PANO alerts are shared with an 
inter-agency dispatch center.  

San Miguel, and other counties, 
as well as fire districts and two 
power transmission authorities 
have all been benefitting from the 
improved vigilance.  

“Currently, the only fund-
ing partners are the TFPD and 
SMPA. We are hoping that other 
local organizations will see the 
value and pledge support for the 
program,” said Bennett. “With 
a discounted price ensured by 
the three-year contract, and sup-
port from additional partners, 
we could not only continue the 
program in its current form, we 
could expand it with the addition 
of more cameras.”

“It’s clear that PANO’s mission 
is well-aligned with that of the 
Telluride Fire Protection District 
and of SMPA,” said Fox. “It’s 
exciting to be part of an advanced 
solution for wildfire protection, 
but we need help if the program 
is to continue protecting our lands 
into the future.”

‘Pinternship’
Cont. from Pg. 1
ment, learning what it means to be 
a self-responsible adult.

Being away from her family was 
the hardest; she spoke with her 
mom daily. 

She said her managers and doc-
tors were nice. She made friends 
with some of the interns there too. 

She still wants to have a life that 
includes horses or a horse busi-
ness, but she’s thinking of major-
ing in business now, to learn to 
own and operate her own board-
ing facility. She’d like to minor in 
equine science. 

“It was mind-blowing,” she said. 
“It opened my mind to different 
opportunities that I haven’t seen 
before. I’m so used to being in 
a rural town. I’d never have seen 
that type of facility and all those 
horses. It was a lot.”

Gallagher, who was also home-
schooled until she entered public 
school in 10th grade, said she’s 
definitely more confident in her-
self after the Pinternship. She’s 
now looking at colleges on the 
East Coast, some in New England, 
one in Florida and others. She’s 
ready to book additional airfare to 

go and do some college visits. 
Nucla principal Sara Bray said 

she’s proud of the young woman. 
“She has worked really hard and 

done some great things,” she told 
the Forum, adding that Gallagher 
is also a Chang-Chavkin Scholar. 

Gallagher, through the Chang-
Chavkin Scholarship program, 
will receive $60,000 to use at any 
college of her choice, along with 
four years of support services, 
advising and tutoring help. 

“She’s really doing great 
things, and we are so proud of 
her,” Bray said.
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Nora Davis (Owner)
(970) 428-2236

Call for an  
appointment

E-mail:
rimrockerrealestate@gmail.com

970.728.1834  ·  1630 Grand Ave · Norwood, Co. 81423

Retail Cannabis 21+ years old

Keep it SIMPLE!
NORWOOD LOCATION

OPEN MON - SAT 
11am - 7pm Everyday

FARM FRESH FLOWER
GROWN IN 

NORWOOD, CO

Serving our communities 
since 1913

970-865-2255

Located in Naturita  
at the corner of Highway 114 & 97
P.O. Box 160 Naturita, CO, 81422

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
NORWOOD
1920 Grand Ave

970-478-7868

TELLURIDE
200 E Colorado Ave

970-728-3640

Locally Owned and Operated

 

 

 

 

   Aggregate & 
Redi Mix Supplier 

    Call for a Quote or to Schedule a Delivery 
             SATURDAY DELIVERIES AVAILABLE 

          970.729.0997    970.327.4218 
    

 

 

(970) 729-1085          (970) 327-4218

205 E Main St. Naturita, Colorado
970-275-8310  ·  paradoxycle@gmail.com

Bicycle 
Outpost  
& Service  
Saloon

two weeks,” she said. “Once we 
receive a water sample, we will 
assign a sample number to ano-
nymize it. Thus, the owner’s con-
tact information will stay solely 
with CGS. We anticipate about 
a two-month turn-around time 
before we can email lab results to 
the individual well owners.”

Anyone who’d like to volun-
teer to submit a sample from their 
well is asked to send an email to 

LSEBOL@mines.edu with name,  
shipping address, (physical address 
of property if different) and phone 
number (FedEx requires phone 
numbers for shipping). 

A reply email will be sent with 
more detailed sampling informa-
tion, asking for confirmation. If 
possible, Sebol would like the vol-
unteer to identify which grid space 
the well is located within.

Volunteers who have a well 
treatment in place should bypass 

filters, or collect their sample 
before water hits the filter.

“We want to get raw water, not 
treated water,” Sebol said. 

She added homeowners/land-
owners can decide what they want 
to do with the information. She 
said each volunteer gets their own 
individualized data. 

She added FedEx can also pick 
up the sample, so that volunteers 
don’t have to drive to mail it off. 
Pick-up can be arranged. 

Well sampling
Cont. from Pg. 1
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Christopher Tooker 
Master Electrician 

 Electrical Contractor 
Phone: 970�864�2321  

tookeroffice@gmail.com  
www.tookerelectric.com 

New Construction 
Residential 
Commercial 
Service 

Debbie: 970-428-2364Debbie: 970-428-2364
Michele: 970-417-5103Michele: 970-417-5103

Office:  970-865-2525Office:  970-865-2525

We advertise on the 
following websites:   

Zillow, Realtor.com, Homes.com, 
Trulia, and Homes and Land

212 East Main Street
Naturita, Colorado 81422

We are always available to help you 
with your REAL ESTATE needs!

Looking  
to Place a 

Classified? 
And have  
thousands 

of people see it?

Place an Ad in the

San Miguel  
Basin Forum

Call
(970) 864-7425

 

NNTC has a total of 6 Emergency phones installed along Highway 141 with plans on still adding more!  

Gateway�Unaweep Fire Department is currently working with CDOT to provide signage along the                
Highway in Mesa County for each Emergency 911 Phone Box.   

NNTC is providing this complimentary service within our service area to help Montrose and Mesa County         
First Responders to get to accident and fire scenes quicker.  

Look for these RED Boxes next time you drive Highway 141 towards Grand Junction.  

She’s been living in the West 
End for only year, but has fallen 
in love with the area. She admit-
ted she’s now under “The Spell of 
the Tabeguache,” a reference to 
an old book that the Rimrocker 
Historical Society has for sale, 
written about the Nucla area by 
one of the first settlers. Mal-
com is curious to hear others’ 
responses to that question.

Essentially, the invitation, and 
intention, is that people from 
diverse backgrounds can come 
together and talk about democracy. 
Malcom said those that catalyze 
the civic faith meetings believe 
that “democracy is never done.”

The Forum asked if the Civic 
Saturdays could establish a con-
necting point or common ground 
for people in the community. 
Malcom agreed that’s possible. 

Malcom holds a masters degree 
in curriculum and instruction, 
in the field of education. Addi-
tionally, more than 20 years ago, 
she worked as an Americorp fel-
low in the rural Midwest for the  
purpose of fostering economic 
development. She loved bring-
ing people together in that work 
too, she said. 

In general, Malcom likes to 
work on solutions to problems 
and “seeing what people want and 
need to continue to build amazing 

community,” she said. 
All ages are welcome at the 

Civic Saturdays. Malcom said it’s 
completely appropriate for chil-
dren to attend. Some refreshments 
will be served. She added that 
people can attend as many as they 
wish, and they can still come, even 
if they miss the first few Saturdays 
of the four-week series. 

In past Civic Saturdays that 
she’s been a part of, there have 
been opportunities for music and 
poetry too. 

Anyone with questions is wel-
come to email her at stephanie.
malcolm.91@gmail.com. She also 
said calling is fine too, and she can 
be reached at 308-737-1305. 

‘Civic Saturdays’ 

Norwood and Nucla

Cont. from Pg. 1

Cont. from Pg. 1
Melissa Lampshire, said Asphalt 
Specialists is the paving con-
tractor handling the job, and the 
plan was to move east. It was all 
ideally to be finished the after-
noon of Sept. 17, or the morning 

of Sept. 18. 
Congestion issues were to be 

expected, and anyone not trans-
porting children to or from the 
new Nucla school was asked to 
avoid the area, so the contractor 
could work. Lampshire, on behalf 

of the town staff, said she thanked 
all for their patience.

Nucla Town Trustee Paula Brown 
confirmed that more water and 
sewer projects were in the works 
for the Town of Nucla too. Those 
details will soon be announced.

Examining the aftermath 
This image shows Bucktail Draw, outside of Nucla, which recently burned. The case involves arson charges and is 
under investigation. (Photo by Rusty Scott)
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YOUTH VOICES IN THE  
SAN MIGUEL WATERSHED

Fall sports 
continue,  

FFA travels
By CADENCE SHAW, Forum intern 

Norwood and Nucla started their school year strong. 
Students have only been in school for a little less 
than a month, but have started with school-wide 

activities. The last couple weeks, students have been active 
in those.

Now that the high school volleyball and football teams are 
close to hitting the 50 percent mark in their seasons, they’re 
showing great teamwork and dedication. 

Norwood High School volleyball showed growth, despite 
having tough, devastating losses. Overall, their record is 
winning 3-6, with five of the games they lost being genu-
inely close games. 

On Sept. 5, Norwood played Mancos, 7-3, and ranked 21st 
in the 2A division. Norwood took Mancos to four sets, but 
ultimately lost to them in the fourth.  

Grace Harris, one of the team captains for Norwood, said, 
“With our varsity team being primarily seniors, we have a 
lot of potential to be successful this season. We’ve played 
together since sixth grade, and our chemistry is easily seen 
on the court.”

She added she’s excited to see how the girls finish out the 
season. As they move forward, they are going to follow the 
three “Bs.” — Breath, Believe, Battle — as that is their motto 
for this season. On Thursday, Sept. 19, Norwood is traveling 
to Ignacio to play three games, beginning at 4:30 p.m.

As for Nucla High School’s volleyball team, they have 
a record of 3-6, with the team having success at the three 
tournaments they went to. The Nucla girls took a win against 
Cripple Creek and Sierra Grande at the Custer County Tour-
nament and won a game against Manitous Springs at the 
Soroco Tournament on Saturday, Sept. 7.

Viviana Zunich and Lantry Galley are team captains. 
Lantry Galley said in an interview, “We are doing well for 

having a young team this year. We have had some great suc-
cess, and we are looking forward to our next games. We have 
traveled to three different tournaments, which has allowed us 
to grow as a team on and off the court. We are anticipating a 
season full of great memories and accomplishments. ”

The Nucla girls are committed to growth as they press on 
into their season. Nucla volleyball was to take on Ouray on 
Tuesday, Sept. 17, at Ouray. 

As for the high school football team, a combined team of 
Norwood and Nucla guys, they began their season Aug. 30 
versus Hayden at Norwood. They started with a win over 
Hayden, 12-8. 

On Saturday, Sept. 7, they lost a tough game against Vail 
Christian, 28-30. As one of the four team captains, Josh Platt 
said, “I think the team has come a long way. We have had 
the best coaching in my four years of high school. I think 
that this is the best team Norwood has had in the past four 
years … I think that we have a chance to make the playoffs.” 
Brycen Rummel added to that: “As a team, I feel we are more 
disciplined than last year. We had a tough loss against Vail 
Christian last weekend, but we are prepared to hopefully 
go undefeated the rest of the upcoming season. It would be 
encouraging to have more community support and more of a 
fan base for our next couple games at home.” 

The high school football team takes on Monticello at the 
Norwood field on Friday, Sept. 20, starting at 7 p.m. All are 
invited to come and support the guys.

Norwood FFA has been in full effect and has many differ-
ent events happening. On Wednesday, Sept. 11, high school-
ers Brenna Morlang and Brylea Butler went to Olathe to 
practice their DLC (district leadership conference) workshop 
with the eighth grade ag class. 

Brylea Butler said, “Being able to just practice our work-
shop has helped us to improve the message we want to share 
and work out any obstacles we may face during DLC.” 

Their DLC is on Sept. 25. 
On Saturday, Sept. 28, Norwood FFA serves their 

annual Pioneer Day Dinner. It will be hosted at the Nor-
wood School cafeteria, and doors open at noon. Later on in 
October, Norwood FFA will travel to Indianapolis for the 
national FFA convention.

Middle school football, a combined team of Norwood and Nucla, beat Mancos for the first time in a long time, 16 -12.

Hadley Snyder works her magic at the net for middle school volleyball, a combined Norwood-Nucla team. 

Sadly, the Mavericks, combined of Norwood and Nucla guys, fell to Platuea Valley 36-40 on Saturday. 

Shay Snyder kills one for the Mustangs. (Photos by Brandie McCabe)


