
SPECIAL TO THE FORUM 

T he communities of 
the West End — 
Nucla, Naturita and 
Norwood — began 
a journey to create 

a shared roadmap for managing 
growth and creating prosperity: 
the West End Sustainability Plan. 
With support from the West End 
Economic Development Corpo-
ration (WEEDC) and Community 
Builders, a Colorado nonprofit, the 
communities will engage citizens 
to develop a plan that will identify 
strategies that help preserve what 
makes the West End special while 
looking ahead to new opportunities.

“We are incredibly excited to 

get this process started within the 
community,” said Makayla Gor-
don, WEEDC’s leader. “When I 
stepped into the executive director 
role at WEEDC, it was evident the 
three towns needed a shared path 
forward. With the outside pres-
sures our community has faced, 
West End leaders are taking this 
opportunity to capture what the 
community really wants to see 
long into the future — what’s 
important to them … How do we 
ensure that the West End stays a 
place that we all want to live, work 
and play? The West End Sustain-
ability Plan will capture all of 
this through robust community 
engagement. In this case, we want 
you to tell us how you really feel.”

The plan process has just begun 
and is expected to be completed 
by late 2025. Community engage-
ment is key and will be fully 
guided by the residents and lead-
ers of the West End. Citizens are 
invited and encouraged to attend 
the community kick-off event, 
Thursday, Sept. 5, from 6-8 p.m. 
at the Naturita Community Center. 
Folks from all across the West End 
are invited to talk about the plan’s 
goals and process and the core val-
ues of the West End community. 
Community input is requested, 
and snacks and a kid-friendly 
activity will be provided.

Additionally, there are more 
opportunities the first week of 

Serving Nucla,  
Naturita, Norwood & 
Surrounding Areas  

August 21, 2024  
Volume 75 Issue 12

25¢

Cont. on Pg. 5Cont. on Pg. 2

Recent rains in the West End have helped the situation at the Bucktail Fire and led Sheriff Gene Lillard to re-
move fire restrictions. (Photo by Sage Carver)

FIRE

Bucktail Fire nearly complete
By REGAN TUTTLE, Editor

Operations were still ongo-
ing over the weekend for 
the Bucktail Fire.  Public 

information officer for Nucla-Na-
turita Fire Department Jeff Ste-
phens told the San Miguel Basin 
Forum the fire camp was shut down 
last Thursday or Friday, Aug. 15 or 
16 — but, according to the com-
munications specialist from the 
USFS, two crews were to remain 
on the scene “conducting mop-up 
operations, while monitoring the 
remaining hotspots located within 
the containment lines of the fire.”

Initially, the local fire depart-
ment in the West End responded 
to the Bucktail Fire, with Norwood 
Fire Department responding at the 
same time in mutual support. Tel-

luride Fire Department also came 
in as the fire grew.  Stephens said 
BLM fire assets were on the scene 
at the very beginning too, and then 
the BLM assumed command.

“Agencies from all over the 
country responded to this fire,” 
Stephens said. “Everyone did a 
great job, with no loss of life.”

Stephens confirmed resources 
from Nucla-Naturita Fire were 
released from the Bucktail Fire 
mid-week, last week. 

“I have no word on what the 
USFS/BLM crews are doing on the 
fire over the weekend,” he said.  

And, that meant the food ser-
vice, for which so many local 
volunteers gave of their time and 
resources, stopped. 

“The food services for the fire 
served breakfast and lunch at fire 

camp on Thursday, Aug. 15, for 
the last service for the Bucktail 
Fire,” Stephens said.

Many locals participated in that 
effort of feeding fire crews. 

“The local citizens and busi-
nesses began responding on Day 
One to ensure that firefighters 
were fed and hydrated,” Stephens 
said.  “It is a true testament to the 
spirit of our community how so 
many people came together to 
organize, cook, transport the food 
and feed the firefighters three 
meals a day for nearly 200 people.”

Stephens said as the fire grew, 
Saucy Mama’s, a pizza business of 
Nucla, was eventually contracted 
to provide meals.  

“With only two of them, they 
had to temporarily hire help to 
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WEST END

Sustainability Plan  
engagement kicks off Sept. 5

NORWOOD 

Town  
discusses 
interim  

manager, 
mediation, 

new attorney, 
more 

By REGAN TUTTLE, Editor

A t the Town of Norwood’s 
monthly meeting, Aug. 
14, owners of Over the 

Mountain DBA Lone Cone Saloon, 
applied for and were approved for 
a liquor license. The couple who 
own the business live in Norwood 
already and now work there too. 

They told the town board they’re 
excited to get to wok and continue 
the legacy of what’s been the Lone 
Cone Bar and Restaurant. 

They added nothing is set to 
change, and so far the staff work-
ing there are remaining in place. 

“You’re so welcome in this com-
munity,” trustee Niven Drybrough 
told the business owners. 

On the Norwood agenda was 
also discussion of an interim town 
manager, something trustee Mike 
Grady said is important to consider, 
since nobody is working in that role 
at this time. Former Town Manager 
Deana Sheriff left earlier this sum-
mer after much conflict took place 
within Town Hall, between the 
mayor, boards and staff. 

Patti Grafmyer, who worked as 
a town employee and served as 
town administrator for more than 
30 years, was mentioned as an 
interim possibility. 

Town Clerk Amanda Pierce 
said the workload is heavy, and 
with not having a town manager, 
she’s worried that staff might 
“drop the ball.” She also said she’s 
not sure, though, that Grafmyer 
would return to her old post tem-
porarily, and there might be con-
ditions if she agreed. 

The idea of whether to discuss or 
even approach Grafmyer, and also 
whether that discussion should be 
held in an executive session, was 
mentioned. Mayor Candy Meehan, 
who is also now under a recall by 
a group of citizens, said conversa-
tion about Grafmyer as a possibility 
should be held in executive session, 
since it’s a personnel matter. 

Also mentioned in the meeting 
was hiring a third party, potentially 
the Colorado Bureau of Investi-
gation, to look into the ongoing 
conflicts that have occurred this 
summer. Also mentioned was 
sweeping the office for surveil-
lance technology, as well as check-
ing  computers and programs for 
hacking. And, a future mediation 
between all three of Norwood’s 
boards — town, water and sanita-
tion — was discussed. 

NONPROFITS 

MWR  
celebrates  
45 years, 
seeks to  

build
By REGAN TUTTLE, Editor

Montrose West Recreation 
(MWR) is celebrating 
45 years of operations 

— they just had a celebration Aug. 
17 — plus additional changes 
this summer. Tiffany Secrest has 
replaced longtime director Paula 
Brown, as of May 2024. 

Secrest told the Forum while 
she doesn’t have prior board 
experience, she’s experienced  in 
all other aspects of the nonprofit 
organization. That means coach-
ing, accounting, program direct-
ing and more.

“I also became interested in 
this job, because I’d like to see 
more options become available 
for the kids and adults in this 
community,” she told the Forum 
over the weekend. “This orga-
nization has come a long way 
already, and I’d love to see more 
extracurriculars  spike the inter-
est of our growing community.”

Secrest is currently the only 
member on staff, and she said 
Montrose West Recreation is 
always looking at ways to grow 
and expand.

Other board members include 
Bri Bonacquista, Melissa Johnson, 
Darcy Weimer, Miranda Richard-
son, Brock Benson, Jordan Spor 
and Berrie Reams. The board aims 
to have meetings on the first Mon-
day of every month.

The organization is completely 
funded by grants and donations. 

“We do not receive funding 
from the state or county,” Secrest 
said. “We use the registration 
fees too, or whatever is left after 
shirt and equipment purchases 
from the programs.”

Montrose West Rec just fin-
ished its summer adventure 
camp, a program that takes 
children to do different activ-
ities. Kids do things like visit 
the Ouray Hot Springs, take 
rafting a trip in Moab, play at 
Imondi Wake Zone, a water park 
in Grand Junction, and visit sci-
ence museums. Additionally, 
Montrose West Rec sponsors 
peewee football, cheerleading, 
pickle ball and volleyball in 
West End communities.

More programs could be in store.
“We have had a lot of interest 

and requests for a karate class, 
dance or gymnastics,” Secrest said. 
“I, unfortunately, haven’t found a 
coach who is willing to come to 
the West End to teach these.”

Yet, for anyone that is willing 
and has a desire, Montrose West 
Recreation is open to considering 
that. The nonprofit is also open to 
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History: Rimrocker Historical Society 
LeMelle’s memory of  
the Uravan firetruck

By JANE THOMPSON and ANN WARREN LEMELLE

We are looking forward 
to Serving you.

Great Tires - Great Deals
29492 Hwy 97, Nucla, CO

(970) 864-2287

We Meet Your Tire Needs
We Appreciate & Thank You for Your Business

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

DMV services in Nucla
Dear Editor,

The Colorado DMV2GO team is 
bringing driver’s license and ID ser-
vices  to Nucla again on Sept. 10 
from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Montrose 
County Associates Court, 300 Main 
St., Nucla.  I’m reaching out to ask 
if you would be willing to announce 
this in the San Miguel Basin Forum, 
please? I think it would help make 
residents aware of our visit and give 
them time to prepare.

�Desiree Trostel, Colorado 
Department of Revenue,  
Driver’s License
DENVER

Girls on the Run 

Dear Editor,

I am the art teacher at the new 
school in Nucla.  I am starting the 
Girls on the Run program at Nucla 
Elementary. I am excited to get the 
word out. The Girls on the Run sea-
son will start on Wednesday, Sept. 
4, at 3:30 p.m.  We practice every 
Wednesday and Thursday from 3:30 
to 5 p.m. The program is open to girls 
in third through fifth grade. Our last 
practice is Oct. 24, and we end the 
season with a 5K on Nov. 2.

�Lisa Ross, West End Public 
Schools District 
NUCLA

Thirty-five  
years ago
Dear Wright’s Mesa Community,

 
I have proudly served our commu-

nity for 35 years as a medic with the 
Norwood Fire Protection District. I 
realized recently that this is exactly 
half of my life! In that time, I have 
responded to hundreds of your emer-
gencies of all types and have done so 
with an ever-changing crew of dedi-
cated volunteers and now a few pro-
fessionals like Chief John Bockrath.  

A few years ago, we came to you for 
your support in hiring our first para-
medics. As we explained then, it had 
gotten much harder to get volunteers 
for the very important job of emer-
gency services, both fire and EMS. 
Your trust in supporting us then has 
been richly rewarded with lives and 
property saved. We accomplished all 
we promised, and then some. But, the 
world and our community continue to 
change, and our ability to respond to 
you has continued to change as well. 
Let me explain.

Thirty-five years ago, a new vol-
unteer could walk in the door with a 
desire to serve and a few extra hours 
a week. Now, that same volunteer will 
dedicate many hours to education 
before they touch a hose or a patient. 
State and national standards and 
your expectations have increased, as 
our ability to rely on volunteers has 

decreased. This isn’t just here, this is 
everywhere, and we can only address 
it locally, with your help.

Thirty-five years ago, we ran about 
80 EMS calls a year. Last year we ran 
nearly 400. 

Thirty-five years ago, it took about 
100 hours and a few hundred dollars 
to get a new basic EMT into service. 
Currently, that same level of training 
costs $3,500 and 300-plus hours of 
training. Fire training is similar. And, 
volunteers don’t usually stay for 35 
years. The average is just a few years.

Thirty-five years ago, your emer-
gency was responded to by good 
folks who did their very best, mostly 
basic EMTs and firefighters, who 
were trained here and by other vol-
unteers. Now, your expectations, 
ours, and the nation’s include some-
one arriving at your emergency with 
the same skills and equipment as you 
would see in a big city. That is what 
you deserve. Your safety, life and 
property depend on it.  

I am asking you to please support 
the Norwood Fire Protection Dis-
trict’s mil levy request. With this 
increase we will have the opportu-
nity to hire additional paid staff and 
modernize our equipment to safely 
respond to your accidents, fires and 
medical emergencies. We are relying 
on you becoming an informed voter 
and to vote “YES” in November. 

�Sheila Grother, 
EMT-Intermediate 
NORWOOD

WE Gravel 
Rush returns, 
seeks volunteers 

Dear Editor,

The West End Gravel Rush is back 
for the third year, happening Sept. 14 
in Nucla. Between 150-175 off-road 
cyclists will arrive in the Naturita 
and Nucla area the second weekend 
of September to complete a challeng-
ing course through the gravel roads 
of West End canyon country. 

Volunteers make this event hap-
pen, and it wouldn’t be possible 
without the support of the local com-
munity. Helping out at an aid station, 
assisting with on-course directions, 
or greeting riders at the finish line, 
it’s a very fun and satisfying experi-
ence and time well-spent in the beau-
tiful country of the West End.

If you are interested in volunteer-
ing at the West End Gravel Rush 
this year, please reach out to Tim 
Tait at westendgravelrush@gmail.
com. Most volunteer needs are on 
Saturday, Sept. 14, in the Nucla and 
Uravan areas. 

You can also fill out the volun-
teer form at thewestendgravelrush. 
com/volunteer.�

Tim Tait
NUCLA

Arthur LeMelle stands in front of the old Union Carbide firetruck, after it was donated to the Gateway Fire Department. 
(Courtesy image)

Trustees agreed to approve 
motions on all three of the afore-
mentioned items. 

The idea of hiring a new town 
attorney, one who is more local, 
came up — someone like for-
mer attorney Herb McHarg. Both 
Pierce and Deputy Town Clerk 
Becky Hannigan said they also 
want access to the town attorney, 

and that was approved, though 
trustees thought they’d approved 
that in the last meeting.

Kattie Neesham, who’s been 
providing cleaning services to 
the town, requested back pay for 
15 hours of work that she was 
denied when Town Hall shut 
down in July due to conflicts, 
employee strikes and resigna-
tions. That item was approved. 

Town Clerk Amanda Pierce told 
trustees in her update that the town 
had been awarded a grant that she’d 
written for more than $240,000, in 

order to update the Pocket Park. 
And, she also said that a Congres-
sional Direct Spending Award, 
written previously by Sheriff, for 
the amount of $2.9 million, had 
also been awarded, though she said 
many approvals and preliminary 
tasks were needed before those 
funds could be released. 

Pierce requested access to 
Sheriff’s old emails and jump 
drive for work purposes, and that 
was granted. Pierce also said she 
needed to catch up on business 
licenses, which were due in July. 

Norwood
Cont. from Pg. 1

There is a very empty feeling 
when the town you grew 
up in and spent your child-

hood days, young married years, 
and raised your children in sud-
denly is completely removed from 
the face of the Earth. No trace. 
Gone. You lose a big part of a con-
nection to your past. Sure, there 
are a lot of memories to hold onto, 
and nobody can take those away, 
but when those tangible things that 
made up your community and life 
are gone, there is really no way 
to describe the feeling. The Ura-
van people know this feeling very 
well. Every once in a while, the 
Rimrockers will receive a story 
handwritten on a piece of paper, 
telling of a memory of growing 
up in Uravan, and we value and 
cherish every one of these mem-
ories. A few months ago, we 
received a photo and a story about 
the old Uravan firetruck from Ann 
Warren LaMelle. I’ve saved it to 
share just in time for the Uravan 
Reunion Picnic.

Ann lived in Uravan with her 
parents, Loren and Louise War-
ren. Ann was an only child, and 
I remember her family being very 
close. When the town closed, the 
Warrens moved to Gateway, and 
Ann married Arthur LeMelle. 
Mr. LeMelle was very active in 
the Gateway Fire Department, 
and the photo has him standing 
in front of the old Union Carbide 
firetruck in Gateway. A very spe-
cial thank you goes to Ann for 
sharing this story with us. 

“The Uravan firetruck, a mem-
ory of Ann Warren LeMelle

The year was 1956. The Town 
of Uravan was getting a new 
firetruck. It was purchased by 
Union Carbide for better safety 
of the community. It was a 1956 
Howe Fire Cruiser, made by Inter-
national. It was one of the best 
firetrucks of its time.

The employees were all trained 
in volunteer firefighting and first-
aid. Employees took turns at fire 
drills, and could respond to a fire 
within three minutes. 

My father, Loren Warren, was 
one of these men. He had prior 
experience in fighting fires when 
he served in the Civilian Conser-
vation Corp. 

Back then, there was no 911. 
Fires were reported to the Union 
Carbide main office switchboard. 
The fire truck would come to your 
door and honk. Men would have 
their bunker gear on in a minute 
and would get on the truck. They 
would report to the fire, secure the 
scene and make sure people were 
out of the fire and safe; pets were 
also saved. Some of the fires were 
caused by kitchen fires, wood 
stoves, accidents and various other 
reasons. When the fires were put 
out, the truck would go to a filling 
pond near F Block and refill with 
water pumped into the tank. That 
way, the truck was always full for 
the next fire.

The firemen also did other res-
cues like safety around the mill, 
and if it were serious, an ambulance 

would be called. A company doctor 
was always available, and the town 
clinic would take care of emergen-
cies. If something more serious was 
needed, they were taken by ambu-
lance to Grand Junction or Mon-
trose. The doctor at that time would 
also make house calls.

When I was 4 years old, my 
father gave me a ride on that 
firetruck, and when it passed 
through the blocks, he would honk 
the horn for the kids in town.

When I was in Brownies and 
Girl Scouts, the fire chief came 
and taught fire safety to groups 
and to school children.

The truck served the town well, 
from 1956 to 1984. After 1984, it 
was donated to the Town of Gate-
way and was used there until 1995. 
Later, it was sold to a fire depart-
ment in Grand Junction and can 
now be seen in parades.”

This weekend … 
The Uravan Reunion Picnic will 

be held this weekend, Saturday, 
Aug. 24, at the Uravan Ballpark. 
Friends begin arriving at 11 a.m. 
and most leave by 2 p.m. You will 
not find a more joyful group of peo-
ple anywhere! Holy Smokes will be 
feeding the guests again this year 
for $15 for a plate of good barbecue 
pork, chicken and all of the “fixins.” 
Grab a chair and come on out! All 
are welcome to join us for a won-
derful day of sharing memories. 
Call the museum at 970-864-7438 
or the museum’s cell at 970-428-
1974 with any questions.
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Your Service Station
• Offering Phillips 66 Proclean Fuel

24-7 with Credit Card

• Convenience Store

• Brand  name Tires & Service

• Lube-Oil Service

• Computer Diagnostics

• Light Mechanical

James Keeton
1685 Grand Ave, Norwood, CO • 970-327-4447

Sam’s Service
Phillips 66

Uranium Price  
Aug. 12, 2024 – $81.50

Looking to Place  
a Classified? 

And have  
thousands 

of people see it?

Place an Ad in the

San Miguel  
Basin Forum

Call (970) 864-7425

140 E. Main Street
PO Box 158

Naturita, CO 81422

Schedule Your
FREE

Annual Medicare Wellness Visit
• The Annual Medical Wellness Visit is designed to help 

keep you healthy and provide you with the support you 
need to have a healthy quality of life as you age.

WE HOPE YOU WILL TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THIS 
100% COVERED BY MEDICARE BENEFIT

(NO DEDUCTIBLE OR COINSURANCE)

To Schedule Your Appointment, 
Please call the Basin Clinic at: (970) 865-2665

Our PrOviders
• April rAndle, Md And MedicAl director

• robert tApley, Fnp
• AngelA Miller, pA-c

• cArol Scott, pA-c

COntaCt the Basin CliniC
• 421 AdAMS Street, nAturitA, colorAdo

• (970) 865-2665

BACK-TO-SCHOOL 
SPECIAL

  

SPORTS PHYSICALS
SCHOOL PHYSICALS

IMMUNIZATIONS UPDATES

$50 now through Aug. 30, 2024 
(If paid at time of service)

VFC (vaccines for children) program

Call now to schedule your 
appointment

Basin Clinic
421 Adams Street, Naturita, Colorado

(970) 865-2665

Monday through Friday 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Carol Scott PA-c
Mary Kus, FNP

Tiffany Ordóñez, MD – Medical Director

(EEOIC patients please schedule with our MD)
For help with medical situations after hours, 

call 865-2665 and follow prompts.

Elevate your business with 
Armagost Consulting’s  

expert IT solutions. 
Contact us today for a free consultation 

customized to meet your needs. 

Dial (970) 369-9558 or visit  
www.armagostconsulting.com 

to get started.

120 East Main Street - Naturita, Colorado
(970) 865-2408   •   westendequipmentrentals.com

Propane Sales
Now Available

ARTS

Kirk Lumpkin to read in 
Norwood Aug. 21

SPECIAL TO THE FORUM

Thanks to the serendipity 
of a trip to Colorado, Cal-
ifornia performance poet 

Kirk Lumpkin will be the featured 
guest at the Lone Cone Library on 
Wednesday, Aug. 21, at 6 p.m.

“I’ve performed with Kirk out in 
Sausalito and in the East Bay,” said 
Talking Gourds Director Art Good-
times. “He’s a deeply committed 
environmentalist, musician/lyricist 
and a rousing good poet.”

Since moving to Mendocino 
County in 2016, Lumpkin has 
become a California state-cer-
tified naturalist, a singer in the 
community Emandal Chorale, 
and a board member of the Willits 
Environmental Center.

Before that, he worked at the 
Ecology Center in Berkeley for 
more than 20 years and was, 
according to the  “Bay Area Poets 
Seasonal Review,” an “important 
part of the Bay Area (and beyond) 
poetry scene for years, hosting 
readings in San Francisco and 
Berkeley, helping to facilitate the 

Watershed Environmental Poetry 
Festival (with “Poetry Flash” and 
with the former U.S. Poet Laure-
ate, Robert Hass) and hosting open 
mikes at Burning Man … ”

He’s published two books of 
poetry: “Co-hearing” (Zyga Mul-
timedia, 1983) and “In Deep” 
(Zyga Multimedia, 2004). He’s 
been a member of several Bay 
Area bands, including DETOUR, 
Shadow Government, Wild Buds 
and the Word-Music Continuum. 
His audio CD “Moondog Ses-
sions” can be found on Amazon; 
his videos, on YouTube.

Kirk Lumpkin performs Aug. 21. 
(Courtesy image)

He has most recently been pub-
lished in the anthology  “Fire and 
Rain: Ecopoetry of California” 
(Scarlet Tanager Books, 2018) and 
in “Poem In Your Pocket” (Berke-
ley Public Library).

This free series happens on the 
third Wednesday of each month. 
The Talking Gourds featured 
guest will give a 20 to 30-minute 
presentation, followed by a short 
question and answer period after. 
Then, there’s a passing of the 
gourd, where community members 
are encouraged to share stories or 
poems. For those who like prompts, 
this month’s is “fire and rain.”

A collaboration of the Lone 
Cone Library and the Telluride 
Institute’s Talking Gourds poetry 
program, Stories & Poems is free 
and open to all ages, thanks to 
the generosity of the library, pri-
vate donors and Talking Gourds’ 
Fischer & Cantor poetry contests. 

For more information, text 970-
729-0220, or email Goodtimes 
at art@tellurideinstitute.org. To 
visit the website, go to telluride 
institute.org/talking-gourds.

FORESTS

USFS will hire 250 Firefighters
SPECIAL TO THE FORUM

T he Rocky Mountain 
Region of the USDA 
Forest Service is hiring 

more than 250 permanent sea-
sonal wildland firefighters across 
national forests and grasslands 
in Colorado, Kansas, Nebraska, 
South Dakota and Wyoming.

Firefighter positions include 
engine operators, hotshot crew 
members, hand crew members, 
helitack crew members, air 
tanker technicians, air tanker 
base managers, fuels technicians, 
fire prevention specialists, assis-
tant fire management officers, 
dispatchers and other essential 

fire management positions.
Job information, including duty 

locations and application details, 
is available online on the Regional 
Fall Fire Hiring webpage. Job 
seekers can apply for the 250 wild-
land firefighter jobs through USA-
Jobs.gov for 33 days from Aug. 23 
through Sept. 24.

Any U.S. citizen or national 
who is at least 18 years of age 
can submit applications. Hiring 
managers will use a direct hire 
authority to hire applicants, which 
means veterans’ preference and 
traditional rating and ranking of 
applicants do not apply.

Application and resume prepa-
ration tips and guidelines, includ-

ing step-by-step instructions and 
on-demand webinars, are available 
on the How to Apply webpage.

The U.S. Forest Service is a 
federal agency under the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture that 
manages 193 million acres of 
land, roughly the size of Texas. 
Colorado, Kansas, Nebraska, 
South Dakota and Wyoming are 
home to 17 national forests and 
seven national grasslands, collec-
tively known as the Rocky Moun-
tain Region. The mission of the 
U.S. Forest Service is to sustain 
the health, diversity and produc-
tivity of the nation’s forests and 
grasslands to meet the needs of 
present and future generations.
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NNTC has a total of 6 Emergency phones installed along Highway 141 with plans on still adding more!  

Gateway�Unaweep Fire Department is currently working with CDOT to provide signage along the                
Highway in Mesa County for each Emergency 911 Phone Box.   

NNTC is providing this complimentary service within our service area to help Montrose and Mesa County         
First Responders to get to accident and fire scenes quicker.  

Look for these RED Boxes next time you drive Highway 141 towards Grand Junction.  

Christopher Tooker 
Master Electrician 

 Electrical Contractor 
Phone: 970�864�2321  

tookeroffice@gmail.com  
www.tookerelectric.com 

New Construction 
Residential 
Commercial 
Service 

Nora Davis (Owner)
(970) 428-2236

Call for an  
appointment

E-mail:
rimrockerrealestate@gmail.com

Highmark Electric is hiring an 
Experienced Electrician Experienced Electrician  

to start immediately.   

Excellent pay for excellent  
work and work ethic.

Contact Caleb Fourney at
highmarkelectric.caleb@gmail.com  

or call 970-708-8883

205 E Main St. Naturita, Colorado
970-275-8310  ·  paradoxycle@gmail.com

Bicycle 
Outpost  
& Service  
Saloon

Looking  
to Place a 

Classified? 
And have  
thousands 

of people see it?

Place an Ad in the

San Miguel  
Basin Forum

Call
(970) 864-7425

September, including West End 
Farm & Craft Market, the Nor-
wood Farmer’s Market and the 
Cowboy Poetry and Music Gather-
ing. There will also be small group 
“Community Conversations” and 
drop-boxes to capture additional 
feedback. Visit bit.ly/WE-Convos 
for more information and to regis-
ter for a local Community Conver-
sation on Sept. 5, 6 or 7. 

Why a regional plan?
The communities of the West 

End are accustomed to facing 
adversity, and representatives said 
the ability to navigate the changes 
and challenges ahead relies on 
the ability to work together. The 
power of three communities 
voicing a common goal, and the 
efficiency gained by the towns 
working together, will help create 
a plan that represents the commu-
nity, responds to outside pressures, 
empowers local leaders and guides 
how we navigate future challenges.

Who’s guiding the  
Sustainability Plan?

The West End Sustainability 
project working group is made up 
of representatives from WEEDC, 
each of the three towns, and Mon-
trose County. The team came 
together through a Building Better 

Places training and partnered to 
apply for assistance through Com-
munity Builders’ community assis-
tance program. This group will 
take on the day-to-day project man-
agement, but the plan will be fully 
guided by volunteers. In order to 
best engage citizens, the West End 
Sustainability Plan team is seeking 
members to participate in the Proj-
ect Ambassador Team, a group of 
community volunteers who will 
help steward the process and assist 
with outreach and engagement. 

How is the plan being funded?
Currently, half of the project 

funding is from local sources 
(WEEDC, fundraising and contri-
butions from each of the West End 
communities and counties); half 
is from the project partner, Com-
munity Builders (through Colora-
do-based foundations).

Community Builders assis-
tance projects are rooted in a 
unique partnership that leverages 
philanthropic resources raised by 
them, with local funding contrib-
uted by project partners, usually 
around a 1:1 match. In this way, 
Community Builders isn’t acting 
as a “consultant” that is “hired” 
by partner communities. Instead, 
all parties agree to work together 
based on shared goals, responsi-
bility and resources. 

What is the BRECC  
Action Challenge?

In addition to the West End 
Sustainability Plan, the West End 
communities are also part of the 
Building Resilient Economies in 
Coal Communities Action Chal-
lenge. Supported by the U.S. 
Economic Development Admin-
istration, this program helps coal 
communities strengthen and diver-
sify their economies. WEEDC 
applied for this program and was 
one of seven other communities 
across the country to receive a 
year of technical assistance from 
economic development experts. 
This assistance is also provided by 
Community Builders. 

While BRECC and the West 
End Sustainability Plan have sep-
arate funding and areas of focus, 
they share project teams and part-
ners to ensure that the two efforts 
are in alignment and will feed 
into a shared vision for the West 
End’s future.

Want to get more involved?
For more details on how to get 

involved in the West End Sustain-
ability Plan, contact Gordon at 
970-417-1976 or Mackinzi Taylor 
mackinzi@communitybuilders.
org. All may learn more about the 
West End Sustainability Plan at 
bit.ly/WestEndPlanFB.

Sustainability Plan 

Fire

Cont. from Pg. 1

fulfill the need,” he said. “These 
people who gave so much of their 
time, money, food (and more) were 
working 12 to 14 hours a day, with-
out a complaint. They are the true 
heroes of the Bucktail Fire.”

The fire, which began Aug. 
1, is reportedly human-caused. 
Montrose County Sheriff Gene 
Lillard told the Forum more than 
a week ago that there was an 
investigation happening. 

West End Commander Bruce 
Schmalz confirmed that, and while 

he did not contribute further infor-
mation, Schmalz agreed “it was 
human-caused, and it is currently 
under investigation by the Mon-
trose County Sheriff’s Office. … 
More information will be coming.”

The USFS had been doing daily 
updates on the Bucktail Fire, until 
Aug. 13, when it became 83 per-
cent contained and crews began 
being pulled from duty. 

On Aug. 15, Lillard removed 
fire restrictions in place for unin-
corporated parts of the county, 
after monsoons had begun to 
decrease the danger.

“Firefighters continue to make 
strong containment progress on 
the Bucktail Fire burning in the 

West End of Montrose County,” a 
county press release said Aug. 15. 
“Montrose County is grateful to the 
fire personnel, volunteers and sup-
port staff that have been working 
on the Bucktail Fire since Aug. 1.”

“Residents and visitors are 
encouraged to use caution when 
burning,” the press release added. 
“Please make sure to have water 
and shovels readily available 
when burning and always call dis-
patch at 970-249-9110 before and 
after burning.”

The public is also encouraged 
to visit  westslopefireinfo.com  for 
information on restrictions in sur-
rounding areas and to view the lat-
est fire-related information.

Cont. from Pg. 1
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970.728.1834  ·  1630 Grand Ave · Norwood, Co. 81423

Retail Cannabis 21+ years old

Keep it SIMPLE!
NORWOOD LOCATION

OPEN MON - SAT 
11am - 7pm Everyday

FARM FRESH FLOWER
GROWN IN 

NORWOOD, CO

Serving our communities 
since 1913

970-865-2255

Located in Naturita  
at the corner of Highway 114 & 97
P.O. Box 160 Naturita, CO, 81422

Restaurant Open 8:00-3:00
Now Serving Breakfast · Friday · Saturday · Sunday

TGBasinStore  ·  TGBasinStore@gmail.com
(970) 787-8464 · 102 County Road U29 East · Redvale, CO

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
NORWOOD
1920 Grand Ave

970-478-7868

TELLURIDE
200 E Colorado Ave

970-728-3640

Locally Owned and Operated

Debbie: 970-428-2364Debbie: 970-428-2364
Michele: 970-417-5103Michele: 970-417-5103

Office:  970-865-2525Office:  970-865-2525

We advertise on the 
following websites:   

Zillow, Realtor.com, Homes.com, 
Trulia, and Homes and Land

212 East Main Street
Naturita, Colorado 81422

We are always available to help you 
with your REAL ESTATE needs!

 

 

 

 

   Aggregate & 
Redi Mix Supplier 

    Call for a Quote or to Schedule a Delivery 
             SATURDAY DELIVERIES AVAILABLE 

          970.729.0997    970.327.4218 
    

 

 

(970) 729-1085          (970) 327-4218

MWR celebrates 45 years
Cont. from Pg. 1
monetary donations and thinking 
partners to help plan logistics.

Secrest said the organization is 
grateful for the support in place. 

“We have been very fortunate 
that many local businesses and 
the general population volun-
teer countless hours, and they’ve 
donated equipment, buses and 
more,” she said. 

She agreed they could always 
use more assistance.

“We have been very blessed this 
year with an abundance of children, 
so we are always looking for help 
to coach and run the programs,” 
she said. “There have been times 
we thought the programs wouldn’t 
be able to continue, because we 
didn’t have adequate  help for the 
amount of sign-ups. As children 
grow and move up, so do the vol-
unteers, so we are always grateful 
for the ones willing to stay and 
help out, even when their own 

child is no longer participating in  
that program.”

Secrest said the board mem-
bers, including herself, volunteer 
countless hours, and even to some 
programs they are not as knowl-
edgeable in. They want to make 
sure the kids still have certain pro-
grams as options.

Anyone who needs more infor-
mation or who’d like to volunteer 
should contact Secrest or the board 
at montrosewestrec@gmail.com.
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By CHERYL JERABEK 

The Norwood Chamber of Commerce of Wright’s Mesa 
celebrates a series of businesses month: Intentional 
Steps, Jackson Outfitters and the JAM Ranch. All are 

invited to view the chamber’s website at norwoodcolorado.
com or on the Facebook page, Norwood Chamber of Com-
merce of Wright’s Mesa. 

With questions, or to be featured in ongoing columns or 
blogs, business representatives may email norwoodcham-
ber23@gmail.com. The chamber has monthly membership 
meetings the second Tuesday of each month at varying local 
locations from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m.

Intentional Steps is now a community cornerstone for foster-
ing resilience and promoting emotional well-being. Founded 
and led by Shelley Fourney, the counseling center acts as a vital 
resource, offering support and guidance through personalized 
therapy sessions and community-building activities, designed 
to empower individuals and strengthen community ties.

“My goal with every person I have the honor of working with 
is to create a safe atmosphere, where we can address any con-

cern — big or small,” Fourney said in an interview. “I’m not the 
expert on their life; my expertise lies in asking questions in a 
way that helps each person figure out what their next steps look 
like. I also know how quickly hope can be rekindled, and I want 
folks to feel like they can manage their own life again. We all 
need hope, and I help them find that.”

On another note, Jackson Outfitters has existed a 
long time in the community. From horseback rides to 
guided hunting experiences, Jackson Outfitters does it 
all. Located at 1725 McKenzie Springs Rd. in the scenic 
outskirts of Norwood near Telluride, this family-owned 
business says it “offers a gateway to the rugged beauty of 
the San Juan Mountains.” 

It’s a family-run business and a significant part of the local 
community, contributing both to the local entertainment and 
the economy, as well as the cultural heritage of the area.

And, owned and operated by Roy Jackson and his wife, 
Milissa, Jackson Outfitters is the continuation of the family’s 
four-generation legacy of guiding and outfitting on the West-
ern Slope. Since shortly after WWII, the Jackson family has 
been deeply rooted in the region, offering hunting expeditions 

with a strong commitment to community and conservation. 
Many know about the JAM Ranch. Located at 750 Rd. 

43ZS in Norwood, JAM Ranch accommodates tourists, as 
well as family and friends visiting residents in town. The 
two-story, three-bedroom, two-bath house sits on 15 acres of 
land with a deck on one side, and a porch on the other. It’s 
owned and operated by locals Jim and Gretchen Wells and is 
available for nightly or weekly rental. 

In addition to providing a charming getaway, JAM Ranch 
also financially contributes to the community. The own-
ers say every rental indirectly supports local businesses, as 
guests often dine out, shop and participate in local activities, 
funneling money directly into Norwood’s economy. 

This cycle of spending helps sustain and grow the local 
market, making JAM Ranch not just a retreat, but a vital 
part of the town. The Wells family also generously donates 
to multiple causes and events, such the recent Music on the 
Mesa series. 

“We’ve been here a long time and love Norwood,” Gretchen 
Wells said, “and our grandkids love it, which is very import-
ant to us.” 

CHAMBER NEWS

Chamber applauds Norwood community businesses

Matthew and Orianna Bowen start sixth 
grade on Aug. 19.

Creating a sense of belonging 
WEB — Where Everyone Belongs — orientation started at Norwood School. A support program for sixth-graders transitioning into middle school, kids learned how to work together, played 
fun games and learned tips from the eighth-grade WEB leaders. This image shows leaders welcoming new students. Pictured back row, left to right, are Apple Davis, Hayden Heldman and Sofia 
Casillas. In the middle are Ali Zitting, Savanah Holguin, Lexi Bray and Nathen Chiles. Illi Henderson is in front. (Photo by Catherine Kolbet and Cadence Shaw)

Avaline Tooker is happy to be in first. Aniyah Gillapsy begins kindergarten. Caylon Joseph reunites with high school 
friends. (Courtesy images)

School is in session in Nucla


