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NORWOOD
Firings,
resignations,
investigations
happen at
Town Hall

By REGAN TUTTLE, Editor

fter months of strife
between the Town of Nor-
wood’s staff, town trustees,

the sanitation district and the water
commission, town offices shut
down last week after the town clerk
was fired, and then the town man-
ager resigned, followed by the dep-
uty clerk. Tense meetings followed
Tuesday through Friday evenings.

Tuesday, July 9

Town Clerk Amanda Pierce was
reportedly fired by Town Manager
Deana Sheriff, but by the mayor’s
directive. The mayor has denied
this, though Sheriff afterward
resigned; Deputy Clerk Becky
Hannigan also resigned.

Utility clerk Shawny Dar-
by-Turner was left alone at Town
Hall and thereafter shut and locked
doors, leaving the The Town of
Norwood closed.

At the Norwood Water Com-
mission’s regular meeting that
evening, chairman Tony Daranyi
resigned due to conflict and poli-
tics, though fellow board members
requested he reconsider. Daranyi
agreed to reconsider.

The water commission discussed
hiring Pierce, fired that day from
Norwood Town Hall, as interim
employee to pay bills, while simul-
taneously helping the sanitation
district too.

“Stuff has to get done and
bills paid,” said board member
Mike Grafmyer.

Public Works Director Randy
Harris left in the middle of
that meeting, due to a large
waterline break.

Board members discussed fur-
ther what to do without town staff
to handle day-to-day operations.

Wednesday, July 10

The Town of Norwood met in its
regular monthly meeting, attended
by 40 people live with more online
via Zoom. Mayor Candy Mechan
said no personnel issues could
be discussed for legal reasons,
though in public comment, many
demanded to know why Pierce
was fired and why two other staff
resigned. The mayor said she
didn’t know what had happened
and was attending the birth of her
first grandchild.

Brad Campbell, on the water
commission, said the town board
“is useless without the staff.”

Makayla Gordon, executive
director of WEEDC, expressed
worry over collaborative grants
with impending deadlines. She
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NONPROFITS

West End Family Link
holds annual meeting

Chair of the board Doris VanNess speaks with pantry manager Kerri Cook after Family Link’s annual meeting
July 10 at the Nucla Community Center. (Photo by Regan Tuttle)

By REGAN TUTTLE, Editor

est End Fam-

ily Link Cen-

ter, founded

in 1993, held

it’s  annual
meeting July 10 at the Nucla
Community Center with a meet
and greet, luncheon and then an
official board meeting. With a
mission to “empower the people
of the west ends of Montrose and
San Miguel counties” by provid-
ing no-cost supportive services,
including referrals, education, evi-
dence-based programs, emergency
assistance services and resources,
the nonprofit released its annual
data for the public.

Currently on the board are Doris
VanNess (chairman), Glade Hadden
(vice president), Jim Womeldorf
(secretary), Annie Johnson (trea-
surer), Ashley Tomlinson and Jim
Guire. Staff include executive direc-
tor TJ Jones, family development
coordinator Josh Yarbrough, pantry
manager Kerri Cook, pantry and
delivery specialist Lorraine Skees
and bookkeeper Maggie Nelson.

Family Link serves 2,069 square
miles in the remote and rural area
that is the West End, and VanNess
told the Forum, the nonprofit is
doing more and serving more. In
fact, The Emergency Food Assis-
tance Program distributed 1,891
boxes in 2023, up from 1,296 the
previous year. The Commodity Sup-

plemental Food Program distributed
417 senior boxes in 2023, up from
295 boxes distributed the previous
year. Additionally, the food pantry
saw an increase from 1,633 visitors
in 2022 to 2,411 in 2023. Family
Link also provided 636 meals and
snacks through the backpack pro-
gram for kids in local communities.

“We serve so many people,”
VanNess said in an interview after
the board meeting. “Food prices
have gone up, and people are com-
ing to us for food.”

Additionally, Family  Link
received a $15,000 grant from
Energy Outreach Colorado and
helped locals with utility bills —
giving more than $11,000 — since
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SOLAR

Regs recommended;
moratorium continues

By REGAN TUTTLE, Editor

n Thursday, July 11, in
Norwood at the Sheriff’s
Annex, the San Miguel

County Planning Commission con-
sidered the proposed regulations
for solar energy systems. Then, the
county did move to recommend the
adoption of those regulations. Kaye
Simonson, the planning director,
told the Forum the next step is
a public hearing by the board of
county commissioners.

“That date has not been set, but
I expect it will be in early Septem-
ber,” Simonson said.

Still, the planning commission
did have several recommended
changes. She added the changes
include the maximum size of

medium-scale solar energy sys-
tems to be less than 30 acres and
the definition of large-scale to be
more than 30 acres.

“This primarily affects the
Wright’s Mesa zone districts; the
effect on other zone districts is
expected to be minimal,” Simon-
son said.

Additionally, with respect to
“prime” versus “non-prime” agri-
cultural lands, there’s a recom-
mended change to allow up to 30
percent to be located on “prime”
or “prime-if-irrigated lands,” as
mapped by the NRCS, and allow
up to 50 percent to be located on
“prime” or “prime-if-irrigated,” if
it is an “agrivoltaic project.”

The public should see the most
recent draft for the definition of

“agrivoltaic,” and that draft can
be accessed by visiting bit.ly/
SolarDraftRegs on San Miguel
County’s website.

Also, there’s a recommended
change to “limit the number of
large-scale solar energy systems
on non-public (private) lands to
a maximum of three total permits
within a five-year period.” Simon-
son said the five-year period begins
with the issuance of the first permit.

“We cannot put that limit on
public lands (BLM, USFS, State
Land Board land), because of state
and federal laws, although we still
have the right to require permits,”
she said.

And, there’s a recommended
change in the solar purpose state-
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HORSES

Wild Horse
Working
Group
meetings
continue

By REGAN TUTTLE, Editor

T.J. Holmes, of Disappoint-
ment Valley, is still living
with the wild horses as a
volunteer and partner with the
BLM. Holmes, who does docu-
mentation and darting of mares for
birth control, told the Forum she
helps with anything needed: water
catchments, fencing and more.

This summer she said all is
going well, except for drought. The
horses there in the Spring Creek
Basin Herd Management Area are
still within the AML (appropriate
management level). According to
a 2020 update, the darting method
is maintaining a stable population.
The AML is 50-80, and the herd is
at 72 — below the limit.

“So no roundups on the hori-
zon,” Holmes said.

The Spring Creek Basin Herd
Management Area, or HMA, is just
one of four in the state, and all wild
horses in Colorado are the subject
of a recent bill. Last spring, Gov-
ernor Jared Polis signed Senate
Bill 23-275 to enable the state to
provide some assistance to Colora-
do’s wild horses, as well as form a
working group, made up of mem-
bers from different backgrounds.
It includes advocates, like Holmes,
who work directly with the BLM in
each of the state’s HMAs and wild
horse range.

The Wild Horse Working Group
was established to come up with
humane, non-lethal alternatives for
wild horses that are taken off range
in Colorado or held in federal hold-
ing facilities. That group makes
recommendations to the state leg-
islature and governor. Holmes said
it’s important to note the group
isn’t recommending to the BLM.
She said it’s about what the state
can do — for example, fund range
projects, get more darting done in
HMAS that need it, help with adop-
tion success and more — not things
that the BLM already handles.

“The Wild Horse Working
Group is a recommending body
only,” the state Department of
Agriculture said on its website.
“While its recommendations are
expected to be highly influential in
on- and off-range wild horse man-
agement in Colorado, the working
group has no authority to bind or
obligate the state or any working
group members.”

Those working group meetings
have been ongoing. They started
last fall, and now they’re in a
phase, according to Holmes, for
consolidation of ideas for Colo-
rado’s wild horses — both on the

Cont. on Pg. 5
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
If you’re interested in
serving this committee

Dear Editor,

The Town of Nucla has a respon-
sibility to protect the local tax base,
to preserve the value of private
property, to promote local economic
stability, and in general, ensure the
health and welfare, economically
and socially, of the local commu-
nities. There exists a majority of
BLM and U.S. Forest Service land
adjacent to the Nucla community;
our local government functions are
closely entangled with federal and
state land management decisions.

Federal land management poli-
cies and actions usually directly, and
often profoundly, impact adjoining
and co-mingled lands, as well as
the civil liberties, local cultures and
economies of residents living adja-
cent to, or within these, government
land areas. Federal policies and
projects also impact and endanger
rights of private land owners, those
rights, for instance, inherent to con-
trol and use the land, claim water
rights, and access rights-of-way and
grazing allotments.

Congress has long recognized
the importance of local authorities
to the management of the nation’s
resources and to the action of
resource management agencies. It
has provided for the involvement
of local authority in every federal
land use statute passed over the
past 35 years. Every major federal
statute relating to management of
land, resources and the environ-
ment contains Congress’ mandate
that the federal land use agencies
“coordinate” their policies and
management activities with any
local government that is engaged
in land use planning.

In light of the recent Protect the
Dolores River Monument pro-
posal and Senators Bennet and
Hickenloopers’ agreement with
the proponents, the Town of Nucla
passed  Resolution  2024-006
“RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN
OF NUCLA ESTABLISHING
COORDINATION  BETWEEN
THE TOWN OF NUCLA, COL-
ORADO AND FEDERAL AGEN-
CIES AND STATE AGENCIES
INVOLVED WITH FEDERAL
AGENCIES” and will be forming
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a committee for coordinating with
the federal agencies.

If you are interested in serving
on the Nucla Coordination Com-
mittee, please submit a statement
of interest listing any qualifications/
experience you have that would
be beneficial in working with state
and federal agencies. Please submit
your statement and qualifications in
person at 320 Main St. or mail to
PO Box 219, Nucla, CO 81424.

Melissa Lampshire, Town Clerk
NUCLA

What shall we
support next?

Dear Editor,

Thanks to all of our happy eating
customers, we have been donating
to local nonprofits with our weekly
Wednesday dinners. So far we’ve
given $120 to Hoof & Paw, $150
to Basin Clinic, $120 for Montrose
West Recreation’s summer theater
program, and $150 for Nucla-Natu-
rita EMS. What local nonprofit shall
we support next?

Galit Korngold, Owner and
Operator of Wild Gal s Market
WEST END

Thank you
Dear Editor,

The Class of 1974 wants to
extend our heartfelt thanks for all
of the support and help we received
from The Coach’s Mother in Nor-
wood with special recognition for
Madison DiPaola. We also want to
thank Rimrocker Historical Society
and the Nucla-Naturita Area Cham-
ber of Commerce for their generous
donations of door prizes. A special
shout out to Monte Richardson for
providing a truck and trailer for
our float and for driving us in the
parade. Your support of our celebra-
tion is greatly appreciated.

NHS Class of 1974
NUCLA

Upper Cut Carpentry LTD.

CUSTOM HOMES AND REMODELS

Tryllen Richards - Owner
970-296-4870
upcutcarp@gmail.com
Also on Facebook

Elevate your business with
Armagost Consulting’s
expert IT solutions.

Contact us today for a free consultation

customized to meet your needs.

Dial (970) 369-9558 or visit
www.armagostconsulting.com
to get started.

( History: Rimrocker Historical Society A
1878 mail route passes
through the West End

By JANE THOMPSON, Rimrocker Historical Society
o /

This image shows an old U.S. mail bag, donated to the Rimrocker Historical Society’s Museum.
(Photo by Jane Thompson)

Colorado Historical Newspa-

pers from the Ouray Times of
October 1878 and thought you all
would enjoy it. A few things to
remember about 1878 are that the
Utes were still living in and around
the area, there was gold and sil-
ver mining going on in the high
country, but in the lower country,
which we now call the West End,
large cattle ranches were spring-
ing up everywhere with Paradox
Valley being one of the central
areas for cattle. The whole area
was still in Gunnison County and
was not divided into new counties
until 1883. This was a big deal to
get this mail route to Salina and
would open up even more country
to hearty pioneers.

I recently found an article in the

“Starting mail service Quray,

Colo., to Salina, Utah:

The longest continuous
saddle-bag route in America
Between these two points, 370

miles apart, lies an undeveloped
country, rich in grasses, water,
timber and mineral, but destitute
of inhabitants ... The soil of the
region in question is generally fer-
tile; the altitude is low; the mild,
soft winds of the Pacific Coast aid
to make it an agreeable residence
and susceptible of the highest
degree of perfection in agricul-
ture. All who are familiar with its
advantages unite in extolling it
as almost an earthly Paradise ...
Already the aid of government has
been invoked, a mail route estab-
lished and service ordered upon it
... The Ouray Times now reports
the first trip of the contractors,
Messrs. V. G. Meserole and Geo.
E. Blake, who have just returned

from establishing the stations and
stocking the routes.

The contractors started from
Ouray Sept. 29 on horseback,
accompanied by Dr. W. A. Dob-
bins, who from his intimate
acquaintance of the country had
been secured in locating stations.
He went with them as far as Par-
adox Valley where he has an
extensive ranch. Three mail riders
formed the balance of the party
... The first day’s journey was to
Cotton Creek, 30 miles; the second
day to Naturita creek, 37 miles.
During the day, a crossing of the
San Miguel was made where the
depth of the canyon was nearly
1,000 feet. The camp was made at
night with a party of 15 represen-
tative Mormons — a commission
sent out to look up new points for
settlement ... The third night camp
was made at Goshorn’s ranch,
distance traveled 30 miles, the
Dolores being crossed once during
the day. The fourth night camp
was made at a point seven miles
from Coyote and 13 miles west of
La Sal City; this camp was seven
miles from water. During the day,
in traveling four miles after leav-
ing Paradox Valley, the ascent was
3,100 feet, over a terrible rocky,
crooked trail. The fifth night camp
was made at the Old Mormon Fort,
distance 32 miles. The sixth camp
was on the banks of Green River,
distance traveled 40 miles by trail.
The Grand River was crossed after
leaving Mormon Fort Valley; the
trail was selected as it was 10 miles
shorter than the wagon road which
runs through to Salina. The road is
barely passable; it has merely been
marked out and requires a consid-
erable expenditure of money to put

it in traveling condition.

At Green River Mr. Meserole
and one rider stopped to build a
station and collect supplies; Mr.
Blake being behind time rode the
remaining distance, 127 miles in
two days, getting into Salina in
eight days from Ouray. When the
reader is informed there are but
two settlements between the Old
Mormon Fort and Salina, the feat
will be considered remarkable.

Messrs. Meserole and Blake
inform us that everywhere along
the route they met with a most
cordial reception, even at the Dan-
ish settlement on Ferran Creek,
where no one could speak a word
of English, but understood ‘mail
bags’ and ‘post riders’...

The following is a list of dis-
tances and present stations:

Ouray to Douglass’ Ranch

18
Placerville 22 40
Navajo crossing San Miguel

24 64
Paradox Valley 19 55
La Sal City 15 134
Old Mormon Fort 46 180
Green river 40 220
Cottonwood Creek 52 272
Salina 75 347

‘Some intermediate stations will
be established, which will hereaf-
ter be announced ... On the route
four mail riders are employed and
24 horses ... Persons desiring to
travel over this country will be
obliged to provide their own rid-
ing animals, and feed can be pur-
chased at the stations.””

(Article taken from: The Ouray
Times, October, 1878. Colorado
Historic Newspapers Collection,
Colorado State Library.)
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Crisis in Norwood

Cont. from Pg. 1

said Norwood town staff are
named as applicants on shared
grants and that two businesses are
ready to pull out of Norwood now
as a result of the week’s chaos.
She wants to make sure liquor
licenses and other town business
tasks are being executed.

Hannigan said Pierce has written
“more than $965,000 in grants for
this community” and that she was
strongly opposed to the firing.

Trustee Mike Grady advised the
board to make a plan to operate the
office. He added he saw the depar-
ture of the employees as a sort of
strike and was interested to hear
what they’d need to come back
— or if mediation were an option.
He produced some of Sheriff’s old
work materials, one of which was
a voice recording device that Han-
nigan said was to be used to record
staff conversations, per the mayor.

Harris was voted in charge of
securing Sheriff’s old job mate-
rials upstairs.

Water commission board mem-
ber Ray Cossey said he worried
about payroll, since it was due
Monday, July 15. Hannigan agreed
to come help that morning only.

Trustee Morgan Rummel sug-
gested the town board resign, if it
meant the staff would come back.
He criticized the mayor, albeit
calmly, at length and said he’s been
uncomfortable with her discussions
and decisions on various occasions.

Thursday, July 11
The sanitation district met
and also discussed the idea of
using Pierce as a shared, interim
employee to handle billing and
payroll, since the town remained
in crisis.

Friday, July 12

The Town of Norwood met in a
special meeting, attended by town
attorney David Reed, with as many
as 60 in the audience. Then, four
citizens showed up with signs ask-
ing for Mayor Meehan and Mayor
Pro-Tem Shawn Fallon to resign.
Several in the audience verbally
asked the mayor to leave her posi-
tion, though the mayor said she
would not.

The meeting was somewhat
unruly, due to lack of procedure
regarding comments and follow-
ing a set agenda, and though many
wanted to discuss the week’s inci-

dents, the mayor and attorney
advised against it.

There was some discussion that
multiple resignation letters exist
from Sheriff, and in different ver-
sions too.

Grady advocated for making a
schedule in the town’s office to be
followed by town board members,
sharing authority and responsibili-
ties. Meehan said clerks from other
regions have offered to come help
as well. The board, at Grady’s sug-
gestion, voted to give all trustees
access to the town attorney.

Fallon said he’d like for the cri-
sis to be officially investigated;
Meehan and trustee Niven Dry-
brough agreed, though Rummel
and Grady didn’t.

The senior meals luncheon was
scheduled for Monday, July 15,
and some wondered who would
run that, since it’s handled by
town staff.

Another special meeting for the
Town of Norwood was scheduled
for July 17, with an executive ses-
sion beforehand.

“Our heart is toward working
this out in mediation,” said Dry-
brough, though he added the town
has to go “through these hoops.”

West End Family Link

Cont. from Pg. 1

October of 2023.

Some of the Family Link classes
offered in 2023 included parent-
ing, anger management, emotional
competence and more, and some
services included family advocacy,
bill assistance, life skills and
application assistance.

VanNess said the services are
important, and with inflation and
the stress of the economy, there’s
a need to help. She added senior
citizens, though, those over the age
of 60, are by far the biggest demo-
graphic served by Family Link.

Last year, Family Link served
people in 3,736 instances, and house-
holds in 1,890 instances. Of those,
666 were the same person coming

for support, and 325 were the same
household receiving support.
Nelson’s bookkeeping report
states that all financial information
is transparent and available for any-
one who wishes to sort through it.
The annual meeting acknowl-
edged those who give to Family
Link, through grants and dona-
tions, so that it can remain in
existence. That includes Telluride
Foundation, the Montrose Board
of County Commissioners, Food
Bank of the Rockies, Angel Bas-
kets, AV Hunter Trust, USDA,
Temple Hoyne Buell, Energy Out-
reach Colorado, Montrose Com-
munity Foundation, Office of Early
Childhood, Family Resource Cen-
ter Association, Kenneth Goldman

Trust, Rocky Mountain Health
Foundation and the Department of
Human Services.

VanNess, who’s served the board
for 16 years, said the current board
and staff are excellent. She said
there’s been growing pains over
the years, and turnover. At 31 years
old, she said Family Link is in a

good place.
“The staff goes above and
beyond,” she said, “and the

board too; it’s a thankless job.
I’m very proud.”

Board meetings are the third
Wednesday of every month at
Hopkins Regional Airport, unless
there is a wildfire, in which case
the meeting will be moved. The
next meeting is Aug. 14.
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SPECIAL
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Solar moratorium continues

Cont. from Pg. 1

ment to add “grazing” after farm-
land and add “economics” to the
other values.

After countless hours of county
and community meetings for more
than a year, Terri Snyder Lamers,
local leader and third-generation
rancher, told the Forum she felt
like the Planning & Zoning sub-
committee did some good work
and heard the community. Still,
she’d like to see someone from
the public be involved in future
subcommittees, if possible.

She’s happy that large-scale solar
is off the table for the Wright’s
Mesa Rural Ag zone.

“That’s a definite win,” she said.
“We did accomplish that.”

She’s got some questions,
though, on Senate Bill 24-212,
since it requires the state’s
Department of Natural Resources
to review solar projects for
impacts to wildlife and habitats.
That’s something she said needs
more study.

“I feel like we’re moving in the
right direction,” she said. “I feel
like we need to get the regulations
adopted sooner rather than later,
just because after the election, we
don’t know what kind of legisla-
tors were going to have.”

Additionally, Lamers said while

San Miguel County has climate
action plans, she wants to know
their exact goals and how much
solar it would take to achieve those.
She wants solar energy produced
in San Miguel County to benefit it,
not another place, city or state.
Additionally, she asks all to
visit protectwrightsmesa.org to
learn about the community’s
working group and its data.
Simonson said the county should
have the recording of the July 11
meeting online no later than Mon-
day. The county moratorium on
solar energy projects is in effect until
November. There are no current
applications under consideration.

Wild Horse Working Group

Cont. from Pg. 1

range and off. That consolidation
of ideas will result in final recom-
mendations to state legislators and
Gov. Polis by Nov. 1.

This summer, working group
meetings happened virtually June 3
and in Telluride June 17. The next
meeting is scheduled for Meeker
Aug. 28-29. Another will happen
in Craig in October.

The public may join by Zoom.
Comments can also be submitted
in advance via email at CDA_wild-
horseprogram@state.co.us.

“The Colorado Wild Horse
Working Group welcomes civil and
constructive public comment,” the
CDA website added. “The work-
ing group anticipates that public
comment will enhance members’
understanding of issues and inform
their decision making.”

Holmes said she’s not sure what
the timeline looks like after Nov.
1. She doesn’t know if the work-
ing groups will continue to discuss
the recommendations they will
have submitted.

She said while some con-

Looking
to Place a
Classified?

And have
thousands
of people see it?

Place an Ad in the

San Miguel
Basin Forum

Call
(970) 864-7425

(Photo by the late David Glynn)

troversy exists in some HMAs
across the state, things are good
in Spring Creek Basin with the

; SV e A Y
This 2014 photo shows wild horses in the Spring Creek Basin HMA.
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% WK

horses and partnerships.
“It’s excellent, but we need
rain,” she said.

4GBasin Store

* Snacks * Burgers * Cabins * Campground *

Restaurant Open 8:00-3:00
Now Serving Breakfast - Friday - Saturday - Sunday

@TGBasinStore - TGBasinStore@gmail.com
(970) 787-8464 - 102 County Road U29 East - Redvale, CO

Wlﬂﬁmh

Nora Davis ownen
(970) 428-2236

Call for an
appointment

OONE)

RIMROCKER
B REAL ESTATE®

E-mail:
rimrockerrealestate@gmail.com

TIMBERLINE

HARDWARE
Locally Owned and Operated

OPEN 7 DAYS AWEEK

NORWOOD
1920 Grand Ave
970-478-7868

TELLURIDE
200 E Colorado Ave
970-728-3640

ACE

Hardware

MORE EMERGENCY CALL BOXES COMING SOON

Nucla-Naturita Telephone Company (NNTC) has been working on an Emergency 911 Phone Box Project.

This project will provide emergency phones along Highway 141, starting at Uravan, continuing through

NNTC’s service area, to Mile Marker 136. These phones have off hook routing directly to

911 Dispatch, including location information.

NNTC currently has in service 2 Emergency phones, one at the Uravan Ball Park and one at Mesa Creek

near the intersection of Rimrock Trail and Highway 141, with more to be installed soon.

Gateway-Unaweep Fire Department is currently working with CDOT to provide signage along the

Highway in Mesa County for each Emergency 911 Phone Box.

NNTC is providing this complimentary service within our service area to help Montrose and Mesa County

First Responders to get to accident and fire scenes quicker.
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H ‘ﬂ H VINYL HOODIES
ALUMINUM MUGS
_/ . WRAPS ENGRAVED
él O n BANNERS wooD
TEE SHIRTS PLASTIC
C o) HATS STICKERS
COMPANY, LLCOC PRINTS CUSTOM GIFTS

...AND SO MUCH MORE

844-464-7446
YOUR COMPLETE SIGN SHOP

OPEN MONDAY - FRIDAY 8-5
395 MAIN STREET, NUCLA
WE HAVE 42 YEARS EXPERIENCE

IN CUSTOM DESIGN AND CAN CREATE A

LOGO AND BRING YOUR BRAND TO LIFE!

Residential, Commercial,
Recycle, Portable Toilets & -
Roll Off Dumpsters :

' WAS TE We now offer luxury portable

. toilet rentals for all of your &

31186 Highway 145 event needs!

Naturita, Colorado
(970) 864-7531

www.bruinwastemanagement.com

SERVING THE COMMUNITIES OF:
Nucla, Naturita, Redvale,
Norwood, Telluride, Ridgway,
Log Hill, Delta, and Montrose

--------------------------------------------------

ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS

1 & 2 bedroom apartments, Family Living at an affordable price.

Nucla Family Housing
300 East 3rd Street, Nucla, Colorado

EQUAL HOUSING
ILENDER/

EQUAL HOUSING
LE

NDER/ (970) 864-2262

Landmark Management: 712-276-1735 « TTY: 800-659-2656

This institution is an equal opportunity provider

outh

eSter

1=

Construction
Bryan Littlejohn
Bus: (570) 327-4006 Cell: 425-4096

P.O. Box 422, Naturita, CO 81422

“Your One Stop
Shop For All Your
Communication Needs”

NNTC....
Wireless 864-7335

AFFORDABLE BOOKKEEPING SERVICES
Deborah Snell (Owner)

E-Mail: affordablebkpingservices@gmail.com

Cell: (970) 209-1661 + (719) 371-3734

Office: (719) 430-5631

Mailing: PO Box 433, Westcliffe, CO 81252

QuickBooks, Accounts Payable & Receivable, Sales Tax
Assistance, Small Business Set Up, Personal & Business
Assistance, Personal & Small Business Income Tax
Preparation, Complimentary Consultations, Farm &
Ranch Assistance

. SEamLESs 57 & 6" K-StyLE

*  Haxp Cur, SINGLE SEAM MITERS

. Ur 10 10-YEAR WARRANTY

* Now SErvING YOUR AREA *

StEEL, ALumiNum, & CoPPER

10% MILITARY & |
SENIOR DISCOUNT |

{

| B R

(970) 858-1347 ~ FOURSEASONSGUTTERSYSTEMS@YRH00.GOM
WWW.FOURSEASONSGUTTER.COM

Gutter Systems

QuALiTy SERVICE IN WESTERN

¢
4
9
4
[+
¢
[+

CoLorADpo SINcE 198!

West End Montrose County
Sheriff’s Office Blotter

6/26/2024
0636 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to the 32100 block of
Highway 145 near Redvale for a
citizen assist.
0743 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to the 28400 block of 2700
Road near Nucla for a civil standby.
0809 Hours - Deputy conducted
court security in the 300 block of
Main Street in Nucla.
1445 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to the area of DD Road and
3000 Road near Nucla for a welfare
check.
1719 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to 25 Mesa Road mm 40
near Nucla for an accident.
1945 Hours - Brent Garber, 63,
was arrested on 25 Mesa Road mm
39 near Nucla on an outstanding
warrant.
2010 Hours - Deputy took an infor-
mation report in the 100 block of
West Fourth Avenue in Nucla.
1 VIN inspection
1 directed patrol in Nucla
6/27/2024
1308 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to the 800 block of Maple
Street in Naturita for a criminal
mischief report. Shane Williams,
19, was cited for criminal mischief
under Naturita town ordinance.
1640 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to Highway 141 mm 74
near Naturita for traffic hazards.
1708 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to Highway 141 mm 60
near Naturita for a traffic hazard.
2226 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to Highway 97 and Payson
Street in Naturita for a traffic com-
plaint.
1 follow up report
1 directed patrol in Nucla
2 directed patrols in County
1 directed patrol in Naturita
6/28/2024
1140 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to the 33800 block of
Highway 145 near Redvale for an
information report.
1343 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to the 28400 block of 2700
Road near Nucla for an information
report.
1408 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to the 200 block of West
Main Street in Naturita for a medi-

cal assist.
1834 Hours - Deputy conducted
public relations in the 400 block of
Main Street in Nucla.
1926 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to the 29100 block of
Highway 97 near Nucla for an
animal problem.
2306 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to the 300 block of West
Sixth Avenue in Nucla for a noise
complaint.
2311 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to Highway 90 mm 20
near Naturita for a fire.
1 follow up report

6/29/2024
0650 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to the 400 block of Pine

Street in Naturita for a disturbance
1035 Hours - Deputy conducted
public relations in the 900 block of
Main Street in Nucla.
1108 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to Highway 90 mm 20
near Naturita for a fire.
1933 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to the 100 block of West
Tenth Avenue in Nucla for a traffic
complaint.

6/30/2024
1330 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to Highway 141 mm 20 for
an agency assist.
1422 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to the 400 block of Adams
Street in Naturita for a medical
assist.

OBITUARY
Franklin D. Schneider
July 8, 2024

Franklin D. Schneider, age 90 and of Paradox, passed away on July 8
at St. Mary's Regional Hospital in Grand Junction. He was a pilot.

DELTA SALES YARD - MARKET REPORT

300-400#STEERS
400-500# STEERS
500-600# STEERS
600-700# STEERS
700-800# STEERS
800-900# STEERS
Top bulls

Young Cows
Medium cows

3.80-4.20
3.50-3.80
295-3.35
2.65-2.80
240-2.55
230-245
1.50-1.75
1.45-182
1.20-1.39

400-500# HEIFERS

300-4004HEIFERS 3.50-4.00
290-335
275250

2.30-2.60

500-600# HEIFERS
600-700# HEIFERS
700-800# HEIFERS

300-900# HEIFERS

Medium bulls

Top cows

Low-yielding cows 1.10 BELOW

Please remember to take baby animals home as soon as

possible , especially in this summer heat.

NEXT WEEK:

No sale July 18

SUMMER SALE SCHEDULE

Thursday July ZSth Special Goat and Sheep Sale. 25 shetland sheep,
25 cow/calf pairs. Along with Regular Cattle Sale

Thursday August 13* NO SALE

NEXT SPECIAL HORSE SALE - AUGUST 3.
TH

THURSDAY AUGUST 8

RD

regular Sale. For this sale we will be

selling all your left over 4-H animals ( Lambs, goats, pigs, steer)

Thursday August 15" NO SALE

After that a sale every week until Thanksgiving. Please watch our
sale schedule for Novembers Special Saturday Feeder Sales.

R
N

Tommy 'l;er\villiger, LCSW

Our services cover your whole family's needs:

£

!M

Robin Richards, PA-C

Nichol Bray, Hygienist

Meet Our Providers!

« Healthcare
« Behavioral Health
« Dental

« Pharmacy with Mail Service
» Medicaid Enrollment Assistance
« Financial Assistance for All Services
Call for an Appointment! (970) 327-4233, (970) 327-0527 (Dental)
Monday-Friday 7:30 am to 5:00 pm. Same day appointments & extended
hours available. Call for availability.

MEDICAL CENTE

Se Habla Espaiiol

We are committed to providing quality, cost effective, accessible healthcare to all
in the San Miguel River Basin.
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HELP WANTED

UMC is hiring a Dental
Patient Navigator

Forty hours a week

Pay Range — Hourly $17.00 to
$22 an hour DOE

Benefits:

® Health & Vision Insurance, Life
Insurance, Accident Insurance

¢ Employee Assistance Program,
Retirement Plan

* 110 Hrs. of PTO

® 40 Hrs. of Sick Leave

¢ 7 Paid Holidays

* Wellness Benefit

For questions or to apply contact
Ann ONeal at aoneal@umclinic.

Ol”g.

ZATC
UMC is hiring an Outreach &
Enrollment Specialist

Forty hours a week

Pay Range — Hourly $19.00 to
$22 an hour DOE

Benefits:

® Health & Vision Insurance, Life
Insurance, Accident Insurance

¢ Employee Assistance Program,
Retirement Plan

* 110 Hrs. of PTO

* 40 Hrs. of Sick Leave

¢ 7 Paid Holidays

* Wellness Benefit

For questions or to apply contact
Ann ONeal at aoneal@umclinic.

Ol”g.

L=1T-C

The Town of Nucla is now hir-
ing a public works employee.
The position is full time with a
rotating weekend on call sched-
ule. Class B CDL preferred or
a willingness to obtain a plus.
Pay negotiable depending on
experience and abilities. Starting
Pay Range is $18-20/per hour.
Benefits include Health, Dental
and Vision Insurance, employer
contributions to Roth IRA, PTO
and Vacation. Please submit an
application available at 320 Main
Street, or please call 970-864-

7351 to have 1 emailed to you.

62TC

WEST END PUBLIC SCHOOLS RE-2
SEEKING THE FOLLOWING POSITIONS FOR THE UPCOMING 24-25 SCHOOL YEAR

¢ Full-time, up to 32 hours/week

Early Childhood Assistant Teacher

®  Part-time, up to 28 hours/week

¢ Hourly pay rate dependent on experience: $15.25-$28.75
¢ Benefits include PERA Retirement & paid time off

¢ Send resume with references to Cydney Starks, Early Childhood Director, cstarks@westendschools.org

Secondary Special Education Paraprofessional

*  Hourly pay rate dependent on experience: $15.50-$29.00
¢ Benefits include: health, dental, vision, life, PERA Retirement, PERA 401K, paid time off

¢ Send resume with references to Candelera Franklin, Business Manager/HR, cfranklin@westendschools.org

L-1T-C

NORWOOD PUBLIC SCHOOL IS HIRING

¢ Activity Driver

* Social Studies Teacher

* Spanish/English Language Learner Teacher
* 5th Grade Teacher

* Middle School English Teacher

e Paraprofessionals (1/2 or Full-time)

The full job postings are located on our website. Please follow the
link/URL  https:/Avww.norwoodk12.org/domain/181 and click on

“Click here for job listings and to apply online.”

. ”
OIIIIIIC‘

¢ School Bus Drivers

Norwood School District is willing to pay for CDL training and
certification. Must pass a Class B CDL with S&P endorsement,
CDL Drug Test & Physical. The full job description is located on
our website. Please follow the link/URL https://www.norwoodk12.

org/domain/181 and click on “Click here for job listings and to apply

¢ Small Bus Drivers (Non-CDL Bus Driver Position)

The full job postings are located on our website. Please follow the
link/URL hltps://www.norwoodk]2.01‘g/(10main/181 and click on

“Click here for job listings and to apply online.”

AF-81-C

We will be accepting applications on an ongoing
basis until positions are filled.
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STATEPOINT CROSSWORD
THEME: SUMMER OLYMPICS

ACROSS
1. Delhi dress
5. *Individual Neutral Athlete

Fun
Corner

at 2024 Olympics, acr.
8. Mother in #48 Down
12. Joie de vivre

13. Fodder holder

14. External

CROSSWORD

CALL CONSUMER CELLULAR

__ Grey tea
. Gulf V.ILP,
. Edible cannabis substance
. *Famous Olympics basket-
ball team (2 words)
0. 90 degrees on compass
21. Like Al Yankovic
22. Popular deciduous tree
23. Co“cgc treasurer
26. Balaclava (2 words)
30. Compass point between E
and NE
. Nu”if:v
. Diva's de]iver‘\f
. Smart ones?
. Two halves
. That is, in Latin
. First queen of Carthage
. What ivy does
___chi
. Hindered
5. Alternative form of a gene
. Band aid
. Diet inspircd b‘v p[‘c]‘)istory
50. European erupter
52. *Michael Phelps predeces-
sor
56. “In the Hall of the Mountain
King” composer Edvard
57. Black and white killer?
58. U.S. lake
59. From then on

60. Bank claim

Solution to Last Week’s Crossword

Off First Month
of New Service!
GZ590

B BEEEE

888-804-0913

© 2023 Consumer Colldar Inc. For promo dotalls please cal BBE-B04.0913

z|m|m|=

61. Decomposes
62. Against, prcﬁx
63. a.k.a. acid

64. State of vexation

DOWN

. Bird feeder morsel
. a.k.a. Daminozide
3. Hard to find
. Family addition, pl.
5. #Archer or shooter,
e.g.
6. Homer's classic
7. Accepted behavior
8. *a.k.a. Cassius,
1960 gold medal win-
ner
9, Greek H's
10. Landlord’s due
11. Heat unit
13. Certain stlvlc of
humor
14. Obelus, p].
19. “The end justifies
I]‘m __"
22. _ out, as in a
win
23. Mardi Gras sou-
venir
24. Dark
25. Full of cattails
26. Petals holder
27. Rocky ridge
28. Like certain rug
29. *Swimmer
Ledecky
32. ®*Like 23 out of
Michael P]‘mlps' 28
33. “Wheel of
Fortune” request (2
words)
36. *Nadia of perfect
10 fame
38. Archipelago
40. Large edible

mushroom Andrews

41. *Like Bosnia 51. Windshield option
and Herzegovina 52. Gangster's gal

or Bulgaria b3, #*Xander
44. Mental portrait Schauffele club
46. Trotters oplion

48. #2024 54. South American
()I‘vmpi(‘s host city monkey

49. FO[']TI{‘.({

curve

a 55. Gusto
56. Geologi(‘a] Society

50. Sportscaster of America

L call today and receivea —ta
~— FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
PLUS $1600 OFF

SAFERWSTEP

W;?I_K—IN TUB

B

9 1(8

1-855-576-5653

prarchas.
CELE W8Z16% NECH D0H2050 DOS3445

4

5

8|6 3

© StatePoint Media
Fill in the blank squares in the grid, making sure that every
row, column and 3-by-3 box includes all digits 1 through 9.

Solution to Last Week*s Sudoku

51419

~
o))
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SAN MIGUEL BASIN FAIR

4-H general projects, shooting sports, horse show a success

By REGAN TUTTLE, Editor

nnika Kristiansen, San Miguel County 4-H Coor-
dinator told the Forum the 4-H General Projects
judging day was a “tremendous success.”
“We saw an incredible display of creativity,
dedication and hard work from all our 4-H
members,” Kristiansen said. “I’m thrilled to announce that
five outstanding projects will be moving on to the Colo-
rado State Fair. This is a testament to the talent and effort
our members have invested in their projects. The level of
enthusiasm and skill demonstrated by our 4-Hers was truly
inspiring. It’s clear that their hard work and commitment
have paid off.”

She added the judges had a tough time evaluating so many
“excellent projects.”

For Horseless Horse, Grace Blakney was first place and
grand champion; in Foods and Nutrition-Cooking, Peyton
Brack received a participation award; and in Cake Decorating,
Devon Fahrenbacker was second place.

For Veterinary Science, Grace Blakney was first place and
grand champion, and Lillian Reynolds was first place and
reserve champion.

—_

In Leathercraft, Kyndle Weimer was first place and grand
champion, and Sammy Suhr was first place and reserve
champion. Additionally, for Leathercraft, Brenna Morlang,
Cooper Morlang and Savannah Smuin took second place in
their divisions, and Kaliber Merrill placed third. Emma Apa-
nel took a fourth place.

Kristiansen said grand champion general projects will travel
to the state fair in Pueblo. If the state fair advancer didn’t want
to travel, the reserve champion would go instead. Projects
remain on display this week for the public to see, and some
will be auctioned off during the livestock sale too.

For Shooting Sports, taking grand champion were Loch-
lan Schultz and Sammy Suhr, and Jacob Lukaszewski, Wyatt
Weimer and David Dawson were the reserve champions.

“The return of the 4-H Shooting Sports program this year
has been a resounding success,” said Kristiansen. “The com-
petition on July 7 showcased remarkable talent and enthusi-
asm from our young marksmen and markswomen.”

Other placers in the Shooting Sports this year were Norah
Herland, Emma Herland, Dalton Brack, Xaden Caruso,
Jackson Garcia and Max Fahrenbacker, all taking second
place titles. And, Clayton Brack and Kaliber Merrill had
third place honors. Kalese Merrill had a fourth place finish,

and Peyton Brack was fifth.

“We couldn’t be prouder of our 4-H members who partici-
pated in the shooting competition.Their dedication to safety,
skill, and sportsmanship was evident throughout the event,”
Kristiansen added.

This was the first year the Fair Board had brought back the
4-H Shooting Sports program in some time, and Kristiansen
said it was “amazing” to see the high level of participation,
enthusiasm and skill.

“Seeing our 4-Hers excel in the shooting competition was
incredibly rewarding. The return of (this) program has been a
great addition to our community, and we look forward to its
continued growth and success,” she said.

And, the 4-H horse show wrapped up. On July 13, Chloe
Sherman was intermediate high-point champion, and Josey
Herland was the reserve. Kyndle Weimer was the junior high-
point champion, and Norah Herland was the reserve. Addi-
tionally, Josey Herland won the gymkhana for intermediates;
Brenna Bonacquista won the junior gymkhana division.

Editor’s note: The San Miguel Basin Forum will be cover-
ing other San Miguel Basin Fair results, including the des-
sert contest, livestock shows and more.

4-H Shooting Sports leader Jarred Garcia stands proudly behind .22 Rifle members at the con-

clusion of the 2024 San Miguel Basin Shooting Sports Competition at Nucla’s 10-Ring Gun Club.

4-Hers lay in the prone position during competition.
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Lochlan Schultz puts finishing touches on his hand-crafted gun rack, which won first place
and grand champion in its class and will be heading to the state fair in August. It will also be
offered at auction at the Junior Livestock Sale on July 20 at the fairgrounds in Norwood.

Sherman, the rodeo princess, stands with queen Dilyn Alexander, attendant Haylee Smith
and junior queen Shay Snyder. (Courtesy images)
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