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WEST END 

Facade 
improvement 

grant  
applications 
now open 

SPECIAL TO THE FORUM

The West End Economic 
Development Corporation 
(WEEDC), along with the 

West End Facade Improvement 
Task Force, opened the third round 
of facade improvement grant appli-
cations on Monday, July 1. Those 
applications are due Friday, Aug. 2, 
by 5 p.m.

WEEDC promotes the commu-
nities of the West End and their 
unique character through the rede-
velopment and revitalization of 
existing buildings throughout the 
community, historic preservation, 
community involvement and by 
providing educational and tech-
nical assistance to businesses and 
property owners. These efforts cre-
ated the West End Facade Improve-
ment Grant Program. 

The West End Facade Improve-
ment Grant Program is a pass-
through grant program that allows 
businesses in the West End to 
apply for funding to improve their 
facades. Eligible projects include 
signage, Dark Sky-compliant 
lighting, minor facade repairs and 
updates, paint, new windows and 
doors and much more. This year, 
the task force also added roof 
repair, HVAC and other building 
repairs to the eligible projects. 

The West End Facade Improve-
ment Grant is a 50:50 matching 
grant, with a max award of $5,000. 
Businesses located in the main 
business districts of Naturita, Nor-
wood and Nucla are the focus of 
this grant. 

In 2023, WEEDC and the West 
End Facade Improvement Task 
Force awarded 17 applications 
a total of $57,148.06 for signage 
updates, new paint, facade repairs 
and new windows and doors. In 
2022, $74,063.10 was paid out to 
16 applicants. The task force is 
anticipating a similar amount for 
awards in 2024. 

“The West End Facade Improve-
ment Grant was created just after 
the COVID pandemic was ending. 
At the time, our goal was to provide 
businesses with additional funding 
to update their facades, funding 
that they were needing to spend 
elsewhere due to rising costs. By 
providing a matching grant to busi-
nesses, they were able to do both, 
cover their rising costs and update 
their facades,” Makayla Gordon, 
executive director of WEEDC, said 
in a news release last Friday. 

Gordon added that it’s thanks to 
a Rural Economic Development 
Initiative Grant from the Colorado 
Department of Local Affairs and a 

ENERGY

JOLT  
celebrates  

2nd annual 
conference  

in Montrose 
By REGAN TUTTLE, Editor 

Montrose County Com-
missioner Sue Hansen 
told the Forum that the 

JOLT energy group she helped 
co-found (Joint Organizations 
Leading Transition) had a “really 
robust conference” in Montrose 
last week. More than 200 people 
were in attendance June 27-28 at 
the Montrose Pavilion, and Hansen 
said the audience had a vast knowl-
edge of energy subject matters, 
making for high-caliber questions 
and discussions. 

A number of expert speakers — 
professors, researchers, engineers, 
climatologists — gave presenta-
tions about different energy sources 
and their recent advancements, 
including one from Wyoming who 
spoke about wind energy and the 
turbine project there. 

Hansen said there was a big dis-
cussion panel on nuclear energy and 
how it can meet modern-day energy 
needs. She said the nuclear session 
piqued the audience’s interest and 
many questions were posed. 

She said the only energy area 
not thoroughly covered was solar 
energy, but otherwise, “it was a 
good mix on all forms of energy.” 
The program showed sessions on 
geothermal energy, oil and gas, 
hydrology, some solar and more. 

Looking at all energy sources is 
something Hansen said her group 
believes is necessary. The JOLT 
group maintains that Colorado has 
taken an unrealistic stance in its 
renewable goals and time frame, 
especially since the state is still 
dependent on fossil fuels.

“This group is passionate,” 
she said of the self-described 
“energy nerds.” 

“We are people that fervently 
believe in ‘all of the above,’” she 
said. “Solar doesn’t serve as many 
as we would like … and we believe 
in nuclear … we believe in using 
all forms of energy.”

She added the JOLT group is try-
ing to also effect policy at the state 
level, and in fact, at least 10 legis-
lators from the state capitol made 
an appearance at the conference. 
Senator John Hickenlooper was 
there, along with Representative 
Cathy Kipp and others. 

“It was impressive, and speaks 
to our impact at the state and local 
levels,” Hansen said. 

Hansen also said she was 
pleased that some from the West 
End attended the JOLT confer-
ence, including John Reams and 
Aimee Tooker. 

Tooker told the Forum the con-
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EDUCATION

Auction items are online;  
personnel shifts in local schools

By REGAN TUTTLE, Editor 

Auctioneer Jimmy Flow-
ers told the San Miguel 
Basin Forum last week 

that he has all of the items for 
the West End Public Schools 
District auction uploaded to 
the AuctionTime website. The 
online auction opens July 31, but 
all items can be viewed now by 
accessing the following link: auc-
tiontime.com/listings/auctions/
online/consignment-package/
west-end-school-district-inven-
tory-auction/186595. The items 
available are from the old Natu-
rita Elementary School and the 
old middle school-high school 
in Nucla. The items up for auc-

tion have been kept inside the old 
Nucla school on main street that’s 
been abandoned for some time. 

Flowers also gave the Forum 
instructions for navigating the web-
site. He wants West End locals to be 
familiar with it and feel comfortable. 

“Many interested buyers may 
be new to the AuctionTime web-
site,” Flowers said, “so I thought a 
‘how-to’ link for the website might 
be useful for them. If they click the 
following link, it will give them easy 
tutorials on how to register, view and 
bid on the items on AuctionTime.”

The instruction link is auction-
time.com/info/how-to.

Flowers added that there are 
important dates to remember. 
Bidding opens on Wednesday, 

July 31, after 4 p.m. Until that 
date, the items can be viewed 
online, but no bids can be placed. 
Bidding will then close for all 
items throughout the day on Aug. 
7, but bid closing times will be 
staggered. The bids begin clos-
ing at 9 a.m. and others continue 
throughout the day.

He said all should know the 
“load out” and payment date will 
be Aug. 10, from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

“We will be on site to assist in any 
way possible with load out during 
that time,” he told the Forum. 

He said he has his fingers crossed 
for a successful auction. 

In other West End Public 
Schools District news, superinten-

By REGAN TUTTLE, Editor 

T he Pinhead Institute, 
a Smithsonian affil-
iate established in 
Telluride, has offered 
many free programs in 

the past to West End students, and 
beginning this summer it will  begin 
offering a lot more. Made possible 
because of a grant from the Colo-
rado Department of Education, the 
community should be aware than a 

range of free STEM programming 
is coming to Nucla starting now. 

First is the STEAM Discovery 
Camp July 15-18. STEAM is a 
universal term that stands for “sci-
ence, technology, engineering, art 
and math.” Jessica Tenenbaum, 
representative for Pinhead, told 
the Forum that three years of pro-
gramming are starting now, and 
she wants the community to know 
these opportunities are ramping up 
for kids. She said it’s a great sup-

port for math and science devel-
opment, as well as preparation 
for the state testing that happens 
every year. She said the work will 
be enriching for students and also 
engaging for family members too. 

Math tutoring, NBA Math Hoops, 
Math Olympiads, robotics, fam-
ily STEM nights and more will be 
announced in the near future, and all 
of the programs will be free. 

Because of the recent grant, the 

Cont. on Pg. 4

YOUTH

Pinhead’s STEAM 
Discovery Camp is  

July 15-18 in Naturita

The winning shot  
Tim Tait, of Nucla, has won the Water Days photo contest the Forum held over the weekend with this photo 
that shows Kathy and Chuck Zunich, the 2024 royalty, parading down Main Street in Nucla. Tait also wins a free 
pizza from Saucy Mama’s. (Photo by Tim Tait)
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History: Rimrocker Historical Society 
Water Days 2024:  

What a celebration!
By JANE THOMPSON, Rimrocker Historical Society

AFFORDABLE BOOKKEEPING SERVICES

QuickBooks, Accounts Payable & Receivable, Sales Tax 
Assistance, Small Business Set Up,  Personal & Business 

Assistance,  Personal & Small Business Income Tax 
Preparation,  Complimentary Consultations,  Farm & 

Ranch Assistance

Deborah Snell (Owner)
E-Mail: affordablebkpingservices@gmail.com
Cell: (970) 209-1661  •  (719) 371-3734
Office: (719) 430-5631
Mailing: PO Box 433, Westcliffe, CO 81252

Your Service Station
• Offering Phillips 66 Proclean Fuel

24-7 with Credit Card

• Convenience Store

• Brand  name Tires & Service

• Lube-Oil Service

• Computer Diagnostics

• Light Mechanical

James Keeton
1685 Grand Ave, Norwood, CO • 970-327-4447

Sam’s Service
Phillips 66

This photo shows Alice Boyer Douglas c. 1900. 
(Photo courtesy of Rimrocker Historical Society)

OBITUARY

Dillon Reid Bosch 
Dec. 2, 1986 – June 17, 2024

Dillon Reid Bosch, age 37, passed away on June 
17 in Grand Junction. Born on Dec. 2, 1986, 
Dillon grew up in a vibrant household and 

attended Norwood Elementary School, followed by Tel-
luride High School, and then graduated Norwood High 
School. Dillon was known for his adventurous spirit. He 
was an avid hiker, biker, hunter and an all-around sports 
enthusiast. His zest for life and the outdoors brought joy 
and inspiration to those around him. 

He is survived by his mother, Kimberly Bosch; 
father, Steven Bosch; brother, Robert Oberdank; and 

stepbrother, Sammy Downs. He leaves two children, 
Darringer Bosch and Braylee Bosch. Dillon was pre-
ceded in death by his grandparents, who played a sig-
nificant role in his upbringing.

A celebration of life for Dillon is scheduled for 
Aug. 3 at 2 p.m. at The Livery in Norwood, located 
on Summit St. In lieu of flowers, the family requests 
that donations be made to the cancer society, honoring 
Dillon’s compassionate spirit. Dillon’s life, marked by 
his vibrant personality and love for the outdoors, will 
be remembered and cherished by all who knew him.

The West End folks really 
know how to have a party 
… There was lots of social-

izing and lots of ice cream at the 
Rimrockers’ 11th annual ice cream 
social last Friday night. The dance 
put on by the Water Days Commit-
tee was amazing. It was wonder-
ful to see families out visiting and 
enjoying the great music. The Nuc-
la-Naturita Fire Department cooked 
up lots of burgers and hot dogs, and 
I don’t think anyone left hungry! 
Lots of locally grafted heirloom 
apple trees went to new homes. 

Saturday was every bit as much 
fun. The parade was great — so 
many participants. The park had 
lots of fun activities and good food 
and of course plenty of water! And, 
it sounds like the 1974 Class of 
NHS 50th reunion was a hit. The 
new Rimrocker Historical Society 
Museum had steady visitors over 
the two days, and it was just a 
wonderful weekend for everyone, 
topped off with the always-beau-
tiful fireworks. Kudos to everyone 
who made it all happen.

Over the last several months, I 
have tried to share some of the joys 
and hardships that those early colo-
nists went through to start the Col-
orado Cooperative Company and 
then the Town of Nucla all those 
years ago. I think Nucla has done 
pretty well for itself and has a lot to 
be proud of, as all of our commu-
nities in the West End do as well. 

I don’t think we’ve shared the 
poem “The Land of Tabeguache” 
for a while, so I thought I would do 
so this week. The poem was written 
by Alice Boyer Douglas in 1906. 
I believe many of us have fallen 
under the spell of the Tabeguache. 
(From Ellen Z. Peterson’s book, 
“The Spell of the Tabeguache,” … 
“Tabeguache is pronounced TAB-
ah-watch; it is a Ute word meaning 
sunny side, or land of the turquoise 
sky, or open sky.”):

Long ago the Utes departed
Their brave chiefs most 

broken-hearted
And the women and the children,
Gathered round them while  

they wept, 
Folded blanket, folded teepee, 
Rounded up their herds  

and ponies;
All the young braves and  

the maidens
Set their faces toward the West;
Left the land of wonderous beauty,
Left the mystic, happy valley,
Left the game grounds of  

their fathers,
Left the land of Tabeguache.

But they left a charm upon it;
Charmed the valley e’er they  

left it;
Wrought a spell of Indian magic,

Cast it surely o’er the land,
That whoe’er should follow after 
Ne’er could leave it nor forget it.
On his mind the charm  

would settle
As he wandered o’er the world,
That whoe’er should follow after
Should not rest, or should  

not falter
‘Till he came to dwell upon it
On the Land of Tabeguache.

Now the breeze comes o’er  
the prairie

With its old seductive moaning,
Whispering softly of an empire,
Of an empire now at hand,
Telling of the empire builders,
Of the sturdy men and women
Who would keep the desert 

blooming
On the Land of Tabeguache.

OBITUARY

James Kenneth Johnson 
Aug. 27, 1923 – June 25, 2024

James Kenneth Johnson, age 100 and of Cortez, died 
June 25 at Vista Grande Inn. He was born Aug. 27, 
1923. A service will be held at 11 a.m. on Saturday,  

 July 6, at Nucla-Naturita Cemetery, where a grave-

side service will be held. Services are being conducted 
through Ertel Funeral Home. To send condolences or to 
view the full obituary, log on to ertelfuneralhome.com 
and click on the “obituary” section.

PUBLIC HEALTH

West Nile prevention
SPECIAL TO THE FORUM

Montrose County Public 
Health is encouraging 
the public to take pre-

cautions to prevent West Nile Virus 
during active mosquito months. 
In 2023, there were two reported 
human cases of West Nile Virus in 
Montrose County and 634 in the 
state. Currently, there are no con-
firmed cases in Montrose County.

West Nile is a virus transmitted 
to humans by the bite of a female 
mosquito seeking a meal to nour-
ish her eggs. It has been common 
in Africa, western Asia and the 
Middle East for decades. It first 
appeared in New York in 1999 
and traveled westward across the 
U.S. It’s been in Colorado since 
2002 where mosquito season 
starts in the late spring and ends in 
mid-September.

“I appreciate the public’s dili-
gence in prevention efforts last year. 
Two cases in 2023 was an improve-
ment from 38 cases in 2022, but 
one case is one too many,” said 
Montrose County Community and 
Public Health Manger Jim Austin. 
“West Nile Virus has potential to 
become neuro-invasive West Nile 
virus, which can cause hospitaliza-
tion or even death. Proper preven-
tion is quick and easy, and can limit 
and possibly prevent exposure to 
mosquito-transmitted viruses such 
as West Nile.”   

People are most at risk for West 
Nile from June through early Sep-
tember when mosquitoes are most 
active. However, Colorado often 
continues to see West Nile reports 
through the month of October, 
until cooler temperatures cause 
mosquitoes to go dormant until 
spring. Anyone living in an area 
where West Nile is present in mos-
quitoes can get infected. The risk of 
infection is highest for people who 
spend time outdoors, because of 
greater exposure to mosquitoes. 

The time between when a per-
son is bitten by an infected mos-
quito and when they experience 
symptoms is usually two to six 
days, but can be up to 14 days. 
Most people who are infected with 
West Nile Virus will not have any 
symptoms. About one in every five 
will develop an illness that may 
include headache, muscle aches, 
joint pain, rash or gastrointestinal 
symptoms. Older adults and those 
who are immunocompromised are 

at increased risk of severe illness. 
Representatives of public health 

said to talk with a health care pro-
vider if a person were to experi-
ence new or worsening symptoms 
of illness, including severe head-
aches or confusion.

There is no treatment for West 
Nile Virus, but mild illness usu-
ally improves on its own. Preven-
tion is key, especially for people at 
higher risk. Rest, fluids and over-
the-counter pain medications may 
relieve some symptoms. 

To learn more about the illness, the 
public may visit CDPHE’s webpage.

Montrose County Health and 
Human Services would like to 
remind residents to follow per-
sonal protection measures:  avoid 
mosquitoes by staying indoors 
at dawn and dusk when bugs are 
most active, wear long-sleeved 
shirts and long pants while out-
doors and apply insect repellent 
that contains DEET. Additionally, 
representatives said to install or 
repair window and door screens 
to keep mosquitoes out, and have 
horses vaccinated against West 
Nile Virus.

Mosquitoes lay up to 250 eggs at 
a time in still water, which hatch in 
seven to 10 days. The following tips 
help reduce the number of breeding 
mosquitoes and reduce the need to 
use chemical pesticides: remove 
standing water in ponds, ditches, 
clogged rain gutters, flowerpots, 
plant saucers, puddles, buckets and 
cans; check for items that might 
hold water, including wheelbar-
rows, tires, hubcaps, toys, garden 
equipment, pool covers, tarps, 
plastic sheeting, pipes, drains, flat 
roofs, boats, canoes and trash. It’s 
recommended to drill drainage 
holes in tire swings. 

Additionally, people should 
completely change water weekly 
in birdbaths and wading pools. 
They can also stock ponds and 
fountains with fish that eat mos-
quito larvae and use mosquito 
“dunks” in small ponds. 

Dunks are natural bacteria that 
kill mosquito larvae but are harm-
less to other animals, and are avail-
able at local hardware or home and 
garden stores.

Montrose County Public Health 
has a limited supply of mosquito 
dunks available free of charge for 
residents. Those with questions 
about West Nile Virus or mosquito 
dunks should call 970-252-5011.
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PO Box 724 · Nucla, Colorado 81424

ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS 
1 & 2 bedroom apartments, Family Living at an affordable price.

Nucla Family Housing
300 East 3rd Street, Nucla, Colorado

(970) 864-2262 

Landmark Management:  712-276-1735  •  TTY: 800-659-2656
This institution is an equal opportunity provider

Construction
Bryan Littlejohn

Bus: (970) 327-4096 Cell: 428-4096
P.O. Box 422, Naturita, CO 81422

Southwestern

31186 Highway 145
Naturita, Colorado

(970) 864-7531
www.bruinwastemanagement.com

Residential, Commercial, 
Recycle, Portable Toilets & 

Roll Off Dumpsters

We now offer luxury portable 
toilet rentals for all of your 

event needs!

SERVING THE COMMUNITIES OF: 
Nucla, Naturita, Redvale, 

Norwood, Telluride, Ridgway, 
Log Hill, Delta, and Montrose

Schedule Your
FREE

Annual Medicare Wellness Visit
• The Annual Medical Wellness Visit is designed to help 

keep you healthy and provide you with the support you 
need to have a healthy quality of life as you age.

WE HOPE YOU WILL TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THIS 
100% COVERED BY MEDICARE BENEFIT 

(NO DEDUCTIBLE OR COINSURANCE)

To Schedule Your Appointment, 
Please call the Basin Clinic at: (970) 865-2665

Our PrOviders
• April rAndle, Md And MedicAl director

• robert tApley, Fnp
• AngelA Miller, pA-c

• cArol Scott, pA-c

COntaCt the Basin CliniC
• 421 AdAMS Street, nAturitA, colorAdo

• (970) 865-2665

Have a safe, happy,  
and healthy  

Fourth of July!

Basin Clinic
For all your medical needs, call Basin Clinic to schedule your appointment.

421 Adams Street, Naturita, Colorado  ·  (970) 865-2665 

We will be closed Thursday, July 4th.
For after-hours medical issues, call 865-2665 and follow the prompts.

From all of us at Basin Clinic

* Now ServiNg Your AreA * 

Four Seasons
Gutter Systems

Quality Service in WeStern 
colorado Since 1989

•           SeAmleSS 5” & 6” K-StYle

•   HANd Cut, SiNgle SeAm miterS

•         Steel, AlumiNum, & Copper

•             up to 10-YeAr wArrANtY

(970) 858-1347  ~  FOURSEASONSGUTTERSYSTEMS@YAHOO.COM
WWW.FOURSEASONSGUTTER.COM

10% militArY &
SeNior diSCouNt

The newly elected
Municipal officials from around the state elected representatives to the Colorado Municipal League (CML) 
Executive Board during CML’s annual business meeting, held in Loveland on June 20 during the organization’s 
102nd annual conference. Norwood’s Candy Meehan, third from right, was elected. (Courtesy image) 

Uranium Price  
June 24, 2024 – $83.50

Looking to Place  
a Classified? 

And have  
thousands 

of people see it?

Place an Ad in the

San Miguel  
Basin Forum

Call (970) 864-7425
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Nucla Naturita Telephone Company (NNTC) has been working on an Emergency 911 Phone Box Project.          
This project will provide emergency phones along Highway 141, starting at Uravan, continuing through         

NNTC’s service area, to Mile Marker 136. These phones have off hook routing directly to                                       
911 Dispatch, including location information.

NNTC currently has in service  2 Emergency phones, one at the Uravan Ball Park and one at Mesa Creek            
near the intersection of Rimrock Trail and Highway 141, with more to be installed soon. 

Gateway Unaweep Fire Department is currently working with CDOT to provide signage along the                
Highway in Mesa County for each Emergency 911 Phone Box. 

NNTC is providing this complimentary service within our service area to help Montrose and Mesa County         
First Responders to get to accident and fire scenes quicker. 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
NORWOOD
1920 Grand Ave

970-478-7868

TELLURIDE
200 E Colorado Ave

970-728-3640

Locally Owned and Operated

Debbie: 970-428-2364Debbie: 970-428-2364
Michele: 970-417-5103Michele: 970-417-5103

Office:  970-865-2525Office:  970-865-2525

We advertise on the 
following websites:   

Zillow, Realtor.com, Homes.com, 
Trulia, and Homes and Land

212 East Main Street
Naturita, Colorado 81422

We are always available to help you 
with your REAL ESTATE needs!

community grant from the Office 
of Just Transition that WEEDC 
has been able to offer such pass-
through grants to West End busi-
nesses for the last two years. 

Cont. from Pg. 1

Pinhead

Elevate your business with 
Armagost Consulting’s  

expert IT solutions. 
Contact us today for a free consultation 

customized to meet your needs. 

Dial (970) 369-9558 or visit  
www.armagostconsulting.com 

to get started.

Pinhead Institute was able to hire a 
full-time coordinator for the West 
End, something that’s not been 
done before. Now, Jeanna Jasper-
son is overseeing Pinhead for the 
West End. Jasperson, who gradu-
ated Nucla High School, worked 
in Montrose for 20 years teaching 
math, science and engineering; 
specifically she’s worked with 
middle school students. She’s also 
taught math intervention.

While the upcoming programs 
are for all students in all grades, the 
community will notice an empha-
sis in opportunities for kids in 
grades four through eight. 

For the July STEAM Discovery 
Camp, the program is designed for 
fourth through eighth graders in 
the West End. But it’s not just Jas-
person working with kids. At least 
three West End teachers from the 
new Nucla school are partnering 
to help oversee the July camp. 

It takes places at Camp V, just 
down the road, at the intersection 
of Highway 141 and Highway 90.

The camp lasts from 9 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. those days, and the 
cost is free to the families who 
sign up. Snacks and lunch  
are provided daily for the kids.

During camp, students will be 
investigating water quality, build-
ing prototypes and sculptures, 
measuring the height of a tree 
using a tree’s shadow, completing 
compass activities and learning 
to cook using a Dutch oven. Stu-
dents will keep field journals and 
document their experience. When 
camp ends on the last day, stu-
dents will have prepared a meal in 
the Dutch oven they’ll share with 
families that evening from 6 to 8 
p.m. Their field journals will be 
on display too.

“We will study water quality, dif-
ferent measurement techniques, do 
art activities, nature sculpture using 
measurements, have a stick-tower 
challenge and work with efficiency 
ratios,” Jasperson said. “Math is 
incorporated into everything.”

Anyone who wants to enroll their 
student should register before July 
12 by emailing jeanna@pinheadin-
stitute.org. She’ll send the registra-
tion form to those interested. 

Jasperson, who’s again living 
full-time in the West End, agreed 
her new role is exciting. A retired 
teacher, she’s back to working with 
youth and sharing her knowledge. 

“It’s an exciting thing,” she 
said. “I love working with kids, 
I have a passion for the field of 
math and science, and it’s really 
been a perfect fit.” 

She added that the Pinhead Insti-
tute is an important nonprofit that 
has much to give to local com-
munities. She knows Pinhead, 
which exists through donations 
and grants, has done much for the 
Telluride community. She’s thrilled 
the institute now has “a new foot-
print in the West End.”

“We are so fortunate for that,” 
she said. 

She also said she was grateful 
for Camp V for donating the venue 
for the STEAM Discovery Camp 
in July.

Looking  
to Place a 

Classified? 
And have  
thousands 

of people see it?

Place an Ad in the

San Miguel  
Basin Forum

Call  
(970) 864-7425

Auction

Grants

dent Clint Wytulka told the Forum 
he has received four candidate 
applications for the middle school-
high school principal position. He 
is reviewing those now to replace 
Malisha Reed, who resigned at the 
end of the school year. 

Sara Bray will continue as ele-
mentary school principal for the 
2024-25 school year. 

Reed, who served in Nucla for 
eight years and also ran the FFA 
program there, has committed to 
working in Norwood Public School 
in a similar role. 

“I took the secondary 6 through 
12 principal position in Norwood,” 
she told the Forum. 

She said she will support all pro-
grams that Norwood offers, which 
include veteran science teacher 
Catherine Kolbet’s agriculture and 
FFA programs. 

“I have met the new superinten-
dent and am very excited for this 

upcoming school year,” Reed said 
over the weekend. 

Norwood’s new superintendent, 
replacing Todd Bittner, who retired 
at the end of this last school year, is 
Todd Bissell. Bissell has worked in 
education for 35 years and was pre-
viously a principal in Nucla. He’s 
moving back to the West End area 
from Windsor, CO. 

Sara Rasmussen, longtime 
administrator and originally of 
Nucla, is again working at Nor-
wood Public School as the pre-K 
through fifth grade principal.

Cont. from Pg. 1

Cont. from Pg. 1

WEEDC currently has funding 
to offer this program at least one 
more time in 2024. As the West 
End Facade Improvement Grant 
Program incentivizes existing and 
prospective businesses to do busi-
ness in the West End, WEEDC 
considers this a priority project and 
will still continue to seek future 
funding for this program. 

“Not only do facade improve-
ments generate more revenues 
for the business, we also see an 
increase in sales tax collected,” 
Gordon said. “This increase in 
sales tax and revenues emphasizes 
the importance of the facade of 
businesses and the correlation of 
improvements to traffic.”

The 2024 application can be 
obtained by stopping by The Col-
lective Mine, located at 217 W. 
Main St. in Naturita, though busi-
ness owners may email Gordon at 
mgordon@choosewestend.org or 
call her at 970-865-2499.

Gordon said the West End 
Facade Improvement Grant Pro-
gram is a vital piece to the eco-
nomic development puzzle of the 
West End, and WEEDC is grateful 
to support local businesses through 
it for the last two years.
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205 E Main St. Naturita, Colorado
970-275-8310  ·  paradoxycle@gmail.com

Bicycle 
Outpost  
& Service  
Saloon

 

 

 

 

   Aggregate & 
Redi Mix Supplier 

    Call for a Quote or to Schedule a Delivery 
             SATURDAY DELIVERIES AVAILABLE 

          970.729.0997    970.327.4218 
    

 

 

(970) 729-1085          (970) 327-4218

Nora Davis (Owner)
(970) 428-2236

Call for an  
appointment

E-mail:
rimrockerrealestate@gmail.com

Serving our communities 
since 1913

970-865-2255

Located in Naturita  
at the corner of Highway 114 & 97
P.O. Box 160 Naturita, CO, 81422

Christopher Tooker 
Master Electrician 

 Electrical Contractor 
Phone: 970�864�2321  

tookeroffice@gmail.com  
www.tookerelectric.com 

New Construction 
Residential 
Commercial 
Service 

970.728.1834  ·  1630 Grand Ave · Norwood, Co. 81423

Retail Cannabis 21+ years old

Keep it SIMPLE!
NORWOOD LOCATION

OPEN MON - SAT 
11am - 7pm Everyday

FARM FRESH FLOWER
GROWN IN 

NORWOOD, CO

Restaurant Open 8:00-3:00
Now Serving Breakfast · Friday · Saturday · Sunday

TGBasinStore  ·  TGBasinStore@gmail.com
(970) 787-8464 · 102 County Road U29 East · Redvale, CO

Cont. from Pg. 1

JOLT 2nd annual conference 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

The parade winners 
Dear Editor,

The Water Days parade winners were Llama 
Lodge, which took the adult float category, and Para-
dox Cycle, for the kids category. The king and queen 

got honorable mention for getting into the spirit of 
Water Days.

 Tina Carver,  
Water Days Committee
NUCLA

ference was informative. 
“… And one that I will con-

tinue to attend annually,” she 
said. “As a Just Transition 
Advisory Committee Member, 
networking with energy and leg-
islative colleagues was a huge 
benefit. The main subject of 
discussion was nuclear power, 
which is super encouraging.”

Tooker said she was able to 
“really reiterate to the entire con-
ference and especially (Attorney 

Paul Szilagyi, center, is the CEO of Nuvemco, and he attended the JOLT energy symposium last week in Montrose. 
(Photo by Aimee Tooker)

General) Phil Weiser, the impor-
tance of the Uravan Mineral Belt to 
nuclear power and energy indepen-
dence. Being a Tier One Just Tran-
sition Community, we are ready 
and able to provide critical miner-
als for our country.”

Tooker said she also referenced 
the national monument that has 
been proposed, and why the oppo-
sition is important as it relates to 
the future and energy.

“I was sure to mention that our 
huge asset of the Uravan Min-

eral Belt is being threatened by 
non-governmental organizations’ 
wishes to lock us out of those 
possibilities, and how many 
counties and towns have supplied 
resolutions of opposition to the 
proposed monument.”

The JOLT energy conference 
will happen in Rifle, Colorado 
next year. 

For information on the JOLT 
energy symposium, the pub-
lic may visit montrosecounty.
net/1160/JOLT-Conference-2024.
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MONUMENT  

Halt the Dolores applauds  
end of ‘Chevron deference’

COMMUNITY 

Water Days

Llama Lodge takes the winning float entry in the Water Days parade June 29.

Children enter the bike portion of the parade. Spectators prepare to gather candy from the sidewalks. (Photos by Tim Tait)

Brock Benson organized the children’s biking portion. 

The Tabeguache Trail Riders and others proudly ride their horses 
down Main Street. 

By REGAN TUTTLE, Editor 

Leader of the Halt the 
Dolores Monument group 
that is based in the West 

End but spreads regionally, Sean 
Pond is continuing his work. Since 
February when discovering a pro-
posed national monument along 
the Dolores River, he’s been an 
activist for the opposition. Pond 
told the Forum Monday his group 
is relieved that the “Chevron def-
erence” had been struck down by 
the Supreme Court, 6-3. 

Since 1984 until last Friday, 
the Chevron deference meant that 
judges had to refer to ruling federal 
agencies, like the BLM, to interpret 

statutes that were unclear. Now, 
federal agencies will not have that 
authority going forward, and that 
power will fall into into the hands of 
the court system. 

The Chevron deference has been 
politically controversial, with Dem-
ocrats tending to support it and 
Republicans generally opposing it. 
Pond’s opinion is that Friday’s deci-
sion “gives a significant amount of 
power back to the people.” 

Experts, as well as Pond, agree 
that in the future the U.S. will see 
more litigation, with corporations 
challenging agencies and asking 
judges to make decisions. 

The Scientific American reported 
Monday that the Supreme Court’s 

decision would likely impact the 
energy industry in the U.S., specif-
ically as it relates to power plant 
emissions, vehicle emissions, trans-
mission lines and more. 

Pond told the Forum he knew the 
results of the Chevron deference 
ending wouldn’t be immediate, but 
would be seen in the next few years. 

Pond has no speaking engage-
ments for Halt the Dolores Mon-
ument in the near future, but the 
Grand Junction public meeting hap-
pens in early August. He said he’s 
nearly ready to announce the key-
note speakers, who are well-known.

He said though the West End 
has received Senators John Hick-
enlooper and Michael Bennet for 

listening sessions and public com-
ment, and while those senators 
have said they were undecided on 
the monument issue, locals cannot 
relax. Pond said he knows people in 
the West End are back to working, 
paying bills and raising kids, but 
all should know that the advocacy 
is still pushing to establish a monu-
ment locally. 

“It’s not a time to sit idle,” he 
said, especially when the propo-
nents have “stepped on the gas” 
with paid advertisements and are 
amply funded with money.

Pond encourages the opposition 
to keep writing letters and emails 
to elected officials, and to also 
remember that the sitting president 

of the U.S. can designate a local 
monument by simply signing it 
into existence. 

Pond told the Forum he does 
have a meeting in a few weeks 
with the “Trump transition team,” 
and his intention is to make sure 
the Dolores Monument issue is on 
the former president’s radar. Pond 
will also be traveling to Washing-
ton, D.C., but has not had dates 
confirmed at this time. 

His plan is to submit a petition 
to officials in D.C. when the three 
counties — San Miguel, Dolores 
and Montezuma — sign the 
national conservation agreement, 
something he said he believes may 
happen soon. 


