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A happy crowd at Naturita Days 
Nucla-Naturita Fire Department members cool down the crowd in the park at Naturita Days on June 1. See more 
photos on Page 8. (Photo by Regan Tuttle)

By REGAN TUTTLE, Editor 

Scott Riba and Rick Dun-
lap are running for the 
Montrose County Board 
of Commissioners District 
3 seat, currently held by 

Roger Rash. Over the weekend, the 
Forum asked both Riba and Dunlap 
about their abilities to relate to and 
engage with the West End.

Riba has been a longtime rancher. 
He and his wife, Linda, have been 
active in farming and ranching for 
40 years. In the past, they’ve raised 
and finished Angus cows and Ram-

bouillet sheep. They’ve always had 
horses. Their main business is hay 
farming, more than 100 acres, and 
in the past they’ve grown field corn 
and seed for sweet corn.

They also provide ag services 
to property owners. Riba said he’s 
the only commissioner candidate 
that has water rights, something 
he said is important in understand-
ing agriculture. 

“Until you lose your water after 
the crop is planted, a person has 
no idea of the importance of water 
rights in western Colorado,” he said. 

Dunlap’s focus has been law 

enforcement. He joined the U.S. 
Army at 17 years old and spent 21 
years in the military. He spent time 
in Vietnam and Germany. 

“After rotating out of Vietnam, 
I was assigned to 704th Helicopter 
Maintenance Battalion in Fort Car-
son, Colorado, where I served until 
November 1972. It was here I met 
my wife Karen,” he told the Forum.

He was a field artillery instructor 
at Fort Sill in Oklahoma. He left 
the army in 1981 when he and his 
wife had kids. He wanted to avoid 
moving them frequently. 

FAIR AND RODEO 

Rodeo  
royalty  
is back;  

tryouts are 
June 9

By REGAN TUTTLE, Editor 

I t’s been a while since the San 
Miguel Basin Rodeo had roy-
alty in the arena, but this year 

a group of local women have come 
together to reinstate the tradition. 
Now, Alex Thompson, Cortney 
Lemon, Virginia Lucarelli and 
Katey Herland — all local horse-
women in the region — are making 
it happen for the girls. 

“There’s just been, on rodeo 
committee and the fair board and 
in the horse club, a lot of talk and 
questions about bringing it back,” 
Thompson told the Forum in an 
interview last week. “Cortney and 
I were talking about it, how much 
fun she’d had, how important we 
thought it was.”

Thompson said the conversation 
spurred action, and they don’t want 
to wait. 

“We decided: Why don’t we?” 
Thompson explained. “With every-
thing going on with solar and the 
monument, we are getting it from 
all sides. It’s a really important 
time to buckle down and make 
sure these programs that define our 
lifestyle keep going and don’t fall 
by the wayside. It’s a good time to 
have ambassadors for rodeo and 
the western lifestyle.”

It’s all happening quickly. Now, 
on June 9 at 10 a.m., the committee 
is having a full-blown rodeo royalty 
tryout. That Sunday, contestants 
will have to complete a horseman-
ship pattern, demonstrate a hot lap 
that the queen would make in the 
outdoor arena, and participate in 
a five to 10 minute interview with 
the panel. Girls will be asked about 
Wright’s Mesa and its heritage, the 
San Miguel Basin Rodeo specifi-
cally, and rodeo in general. 

Thompson said they’re keeping 
it simple, and the committee will 
do more next year. 

The girls trying out must live in 
San Miguel County, or West Mon-
trose County. Age divisions are for 
the rodeo princess, ages 8 to 11; the 
junior queen, ages 12 to 14; and the 
queen, ages 15 to 19. 

Girls can borrow a horse, but they 
must show up at the San Miguel 
Basin Fairgrounds that day with the 
horse they’d ride at the 2024 San 
Miguel Basin Rodeo. That horse 
has to be able to pack a flag, be 
parade-ready, not mind livestock 
and perform a hot lap. Ideally, the 
girls trying out have been in 4-H, 
or FFA, or have done something 
related to horses and agriculture. 

The winners should be horse-
women who can perform the 
duties necessary, like ride in the 

BUSINESS

Basin Store 
celebrates a 
year of new 
ownership 

By REGAN TUTTLE, Editor 

Trace and Brandi Griffith 
bought the Basin Store on 
Highway 141 from Mex & 

Sons cattle operation, founded by 
Raymond and Phyllis Snyder, last 
May. The Snyder family ran the 
old store for years and kept it open 
for the cowboys, oilmen and pass-
ers-by for years. Then, it sat empty 
for over a decade. For the last year, 
the Griffiths have been working to 
reestablish it as a friendly stopping 
point for those out in what some 
consider the middle of nowhere. 

“The Snyders left us with a great 
base and a great legacy,” Griffith 
told the Forum last Friday. “We’re 
excited to bring it back to life and 
back to the community, to carry on 
the long legacy of the Basin Store 
and share the beauty and majesty 
of Dry Creek Basin and the sur-
rounding areas with our greater 
Western Slope community.”

The original store building 
burned in approximately 1990, and 
the place was then rebuilt in 1991. 
There’s an original photo inside on 
the wall, a tribute to past times. 

Brandi Griffith said she enjoys 
hearing others’ memories of the 
old days. Some remember the gas 
pumps that used to be on site, or that 
there used to be a pool hall. Many 
who grew up in the area have a rec-
ollection of visiting the old store. 

The Griffiths, who already 
live in the basin (and Trace Grif-
fith grew up there) want to have 
something special available out 
that way for all people who are 
passing through. 

The hunters definitely came last 
fall, but locals from the West End 
and Norwood and Dove Creek 
have driven over too to support 
the store and try what the family 
is touting as the “best burger in 
the basin.” Brandi Griffith told the 
Forum she laughs when she says 
that — it’s the only burger avail-
able in the basin. 

It’s true that the Spring Creek 
herd of mustangs are in close prox-
imity, and trails on public lands 
abound in the area. Mountain bik-
ers have begun to find their way out 
to the Basin Store, and two women 
riding from Telluride inquired 
about breaking their journey of a 
bike tour there at the store, since 
there are VRBO cabins on site.

No liquor license exists yet at 
the Basin Store, but the Griffiths 
said they’re still planning what 
the future of the store looks like. 
This past year has been a sort of 
test. They sell ice, basic fishing 
gear and firewood, and they have 
showers available. And, they did 
just start serving breakfast for the 

ELECTIONS

District 3 commissioner  
candidates respond 
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MONUMENT 

Monument advocates rebut;  
Sen. Bennet comes to Nucla June 9 
By REGAN TUTTLE, Editor 

L ast week, the San Miguel 
Basin Forum ran a story titled 
“Jeep tour is June 8; Pond 

says rec stands to lose under mon-
ument status.” That story received 
some criticism from the advocates 
of the proposed national monument 
along the Dolores River, an issue 
that has greatly divided the region. 

Last week’s story featured the 
leader of the Halt the Dolores 
Monument group, Sean Pond, 
who suggested that people look to 
Bear’s Ears National Monument 
for what will happen in the West 
End. Pond said that the Bears Ears 
management plan will close access 

to 1 million acres.
The Forum received a few 

complaints, and one from Scott 
Braden, of the Colorado Wild-
lands Project, said that this point 
was “completely and verifiably 
false.” Braden said the Bears Ears 
National Monument management 
plan, which includes the travel/
route plan, is not complete yet. 

“It is still open for draft public 
comment,” he said. “It will likely 
be months or a year before the plan 
is finalized.”

Braden sent the Forum a copy 
of the Bears Ears Draft Resource 
Management Plan and Environ-
mental Impact Statement. That 
document is available online at 

eplanning.blm.gov/public_proj-
e c t s / 2 0 2 0 3 4 7 / 2 0 0 5 3 1 7 9 6 / 
20105487/251005487/BENM_
DraftRMP-EIS_Vol1_508.pdf.

“In the draft plan, the agency- 
preferred alternative would close 
only 3,344 acres to OHV use that 
are open now, and they propose to 
close one eight-mile route,” Braden 
said. “This is for a 1.36-million-acre 
national monument. The proposed 
closure represents less than .002% 
of the monument.”

Braden said that grazing for 
Bears Ears will also not be 
largely affected. 

“Similarly for grazing, the agen-
cy-preferred alternative would 

Cont. on Pg. 2



2 · San Miguel Basin Forum · Wednesday, June 5, 2024

History: Rimrocker Historical Society 
The Gibbs’ family history, Part 2 

By JANE THOMPSON, Rimrocker Historical Society

THEATER

‘Doublewide’ cast 
returns to Livery for 

‘Honky Tonk Hissy Fit’  
SPECIAL TO THE FORUM

W ide Sky Arts Col-
lective presents the 
Hope, Wooten and 

Jones comedy “Honky Tonk Hissy 
Fit” at The Livery June 6-9, with 
shows happening at 7:15 p.m. each 
night. Representatives from Wide 
Sky said in a news release it’s a 
(mostly) family-friendly show, in 
two acts with intermission. 

The “Doublewide, Texas” cast 
from last summer is back with 
some new characters and new 
members, and they’re about to 
get roped into a whole new scam, 
unless their fearless mayor, Joveeta 
Crumpler, can outwit yet another 
big-city scoundrel. 

So what does a tight-knit com-
munity do when faced with corpo-
rate intrusion? 

Joveeta’s fighting tools look 
a little different this time, as she 
picks up some tips from her wacky 
mom, Caprice, who is still trying 
to attain stardom and who knows 
how to pitch a world-class honky 
tonk hissy fit. This time, though, 
Caprice may have gone too far 
and is facing challenges from her 
favorite rival, Haywood Sloggett, 
who is trying to ignore the fact that 
he might actually be romantically 
interested in Caprice.

Nash Sloggett is facing his own 
romantic crisis, as he tries to win 
back his high school sweetheart, 
Georgia Dean Rudd, who is con-
vinced a curse prevents them 
from being able to connect, and 
Big Ethel Satterwhite is trying to 
raise money for the Kidney Cor-
ral. Baby is certainly the star of 

her fundraising show. 
They’ll all band together to help 

Joveeta fight OmniGlobix business 
villain Harper Channing, while 
they unravel the fine print of con-
tract lingo to try and detangle the 
corporate net they find themselves 
in when greed leads the way. 

This is community theater to 
its roots, brought to The Livery 
stage through all-volunteer efforts 
with support from Norwood Park 
and Recreation District (NPRD), 
because it’s culturally enriching, 
nurtures creativity, brings people 
together, and gets them engaged as 
a team. And, it’s good, clean fun. 

Directed by Liza Tanguay, this 
year’s all-local cast includes Kris-
ten Noonan, Raelyn Aldrich, Rafa 
Gutierrez, Claire Jacobs, Ellen 
Metrick, Corey Jacobs, Carrissa 
Reiner and Pete Lundeen.

Tickets are available online at 
norwoodparkandrec.org/events-  
calendar.

Norwood Park & Recreation 
District’s mission is to provide 
diverse year-round recreation 
and arts opportunities through 
the creation and maintenance of 
high-quality parks, trails, facil-
ities and programs. The district 
encompasses approximately 
418,500 acres and is the only 
active recreation district in San 
Miguel County.  The Livery, a 
cozy events locale and playhouse, 
located at 1555 Summit St. in 
Norwood, was purchased by 
NPRD in October 2018 through 
fundraising efforts and town and 
county support.

Cont. from Pg. 1

The Gibbs’ family history 
is another story of life in 
Nucla in those early days. It 

tells of the births, deaths and mar-
riages that were a part of life at that 
time. Often you get a hint of where 
another family lived in relation to 
the Gibbs, which fills in another 
piece of the puzzle of how Nucla 
started, always interesting. There is 
a lot of great information about the 
schools at that time, and I hope to 
share that in the future. We are lucky 
to have these families who were so 
willing to share their stories of life 
in the beginnings of Nucla.

“Frank’s being the general man-
ager of the ditch meant he would 
have to go to all the different camps 
where they were building the ditch. 
He moved his family from the saw-
mill at Ute to Pinon, to Shenan-
doah, back to the mill and finally 
to the park … 

So, his next big move was to 
Shenandoah. One morning in July 
they packed their stuff in the big 
lumber wagon, loaded the chil-
dren and left Pinon. Shenandoah 
was up on the mesa, where Red-
vale and Norwood are now. So 
out of the San Miguel River Can-
yon up to Shenandoah they went. 

They moved into a large, beautiful 
house with a balcony and dormer 
windows and lived there until the 
next April. Cora liked this house so 
much that she had their permanent 
one on the park patterned after it. 

LeVonne was born April 5, and 
they moved back to the sawmill at 
Ute, and Cora again took charge of 
the boardinghouse. Etta, who was 
six years older than LeVonne, had 
the job of watching out for her. If 
LeVonne got into the road, it was 
Etta’s job to get her out of the 
road.  There was a new addition to 
Frank’s family in June, a blue-eyed 
baby boy named Lester. 

That winter, whooping cough 
made the rounds at the sawmill. 
Grandma Rowley saved many chil-
dren by putting cold packs on their 
throats. However, she couldn’t save 
Lester, who was too small to throw 
off the disease. He died and was 
buried at the cemetery at Pinon. 

Frank moved his family to the 
park. He put up a three-room house 
for them, plus a shed where Russell 
and Everett slept.

LaVonne got sick with the sum-
mer complaint. She was so sick that 
she had to learn to walk again. Cora 
cured her by feeding her nothing but 

warm milk, fresh from the cow.
The new house was being built 

at this time by Mr. Swan, who had 
a 10-acre plot with a home across 
the road from the Gibbs’ place.

A few months after LeVonne 
got well, Viola was born. She was 
Cora’s first and only brown-eyed 
girl. Those brown eyes went beau-
tifully with auburn colored hair. 
She was also Frank and Cora’s first 
child to be born in the new house. 
The family was very happy now.”

The Gibbs’ family history is full 
of gems about the settling of Nucla. 
The Gibbs family home, which 
Cora so desperately wanted built 
and loved, is now the beautiful 
home of the Wilson family and is 
still a lovely sight to see in Nucla. 
There are two versions of the story 
of the house that Cora’s dream home 
was patterned from. One story says 
the house they lived in at Shenan-
doah burned to the ground, but the 
other story says it was the house that 
became the Naff home, and now the 
home of Bobby Reeder. If only the 
walls could talk, what great stories 
the Gibbs’ house could tell. 

This history of the Gibbs fam-
ily was written by LeVonne Gibbs 
Rowley in 1987.

This photo shows the Gibbs children in about 1910: Etta, Everett, Nona, LeVonne and Russell. 
(Photo courtesy of Rimrocker Historical Society)

close only 29,290 acres to grazing 
that is open now or prior to monu-
ment designation,” he said.

He said that’s an estimated 2% 
change in grazing availability. 

Many in the West End remain 
concerned about the future of the 
local landscape, which is home 
to trails, grazing and mining. 
Many vehicles driving through 
town display the Halt the Dolores 
Monument poster, the same signs 
that pepper front yards of homes 
and businesses. 

Braden told the Forum advo-
cates are not proposing closure 
of any specific trails along the 

Dolores River, especially the Rim-
rocker Trail. 

“Recreation opportunities are 
one of the values that a monument 
would seek to protect along with 
wildlands, wildlife and preserving 
historical and scientific values,” he 
said last week. 

Comments on the Bears Ears 
Draft Resource Management Plan 
are being accepted until June 11. The 
public is invited to visit the BLM’s 
National Environmental Policy Act 
register for more information.

The Forum reached out to the 
BLM’s Monticello, Utah office and 
spoke with Jared Lundell, of the 
agency. Lundell said Braden’s state-

ment was “generally correct,” but 
that the BLM might select another 
alternative. Lundell said the BLM is 
obtaining all of the public comment 
it can get and will be meeting with 
state and local governments over 
the next few months. Lundell did 
say that the eight-mile portion to be 
closed is in Arch Canyon. 

Related to the locally pro-
posed national monument, Sen-
ator Michael Bennet will be in 
Nucla on June 9 at 3 p.m. in the 
new school. The purpose is for a 
listening session, so that he can 
hear the concerns of West End 
residents. Those with comments 
should plan to attend. 

Proposed national monument

LETTER 

Effective immediately
Dear Editor,

First of all, I am grateful  for all 
of (this community) and all the hard 
work we have put in together since 
2014 to further the economy of the 
West End. We were handed a coal 
transition community and have 
worked so hard to offset the tax 
generation loss. I am so proud  of 
our community’s resilience  and 
independent spirit.  

Watching our transition and now 
the potential  monument, it has 
become clear that I can no longer 
hope that our voices are heard. God 
has called me to what I believe is a 
purpose that is greater than just eco-
nomic development.  What I have 
learned is that supposed conspiracy 
theories are no longer theories  and 
are coming to fruition  right before 
our eyes.  I have learned that the 
goal is not to overrun our commu-
nity with visitors but like the town 
of Escalante to totally decimate our 
community altogether.  Knowing 
what I know now, I will be kicking 
and screaming all the way across our 
county, state and nation, all the way 
to our nation’s capital, about the plan 
to turn our community and commu-
nities like ours into ghost towns. 

My charge of volunteerism has 

shifted to activism and to fight the 
war on rural America, overreach-
ing national monument proposals, 
30x30, 50x50, the wildlands proj-
ect and other land grabs. Defend-
ing private property rights, the U.S. 
Constitution  and defending our 
rural  way of life including access 
to public lands, ranching, farm-
ing and mining, and educating the 
public on those NGOs regionally, 
nationally and internationally who 
wish to control every aspect of our 
lives, freedoms and prosperity is 
now my charge. 

I have learned so much in the 
last nine months and the most emo-
tional aspect of this in just the last 
two months. If you know me, then 
you know that I have not come to 
this decision lightly. I am one that 
sticks through my commitments. 
But I cannot represent WEEDC and 
do what I feel is in the best inter-
est of the West End. Just know with 
this very hard decision that I have 
the best interest of my community 
at heart. Effective immediately I am 
submitting my resignation as presi-
dent of West End Economic Devel-
opment Corporation.

Aimee Tooker
WEST END
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Still, he was on active duty with 

Colorado Army National Guard 
first as a training NCO, then as a 
recruiter, until 1990.

Dunlap also served as Montrose 
County Sheriff for three terms, 
and worked in law enforcement 
for 28 years. He was formerly the 
president of the County Sheriffs 
of Colorado. 

Q: What do you think the biggest 
issues of the West End are, and 
how will you help tackle those?

Riba: Housing: There was a time 
when Montrose County waived or 
lowered permit and development 
fees to encourage more homebuild-
ing. Jobs: Attracting business to 
the West End with those well-pay-
ing jobs is the start. The West End 
Sustainability Plan and continu-
ing to work with and support the 
great work of WEEDC will be a 
priority. … If a county job can be 
done remotely either from home 
or a county office, why not give a 
West End resident an opportunity 
to work for Montrose-based county 
offices? … Government overreach: 
The proposed national monument is 
the perfect example. … Locking up 
the mining, grazing and recreation 

for the future without a comprehen-
sive dialogue with the residents of 
the area is not an option. Govern-
ment is in place to serve the people 
with the consent of the people.

Dunlap: From my perspective, the 
biggest issues facing the West End 
(outside of the national monument) 
are the economy and sustainability. 
As the commissioner for District 3, 
I believe I can assist the West End 
by supporting and promoting the 
West End Economic Development 
Corporation to seek out and attract 
businesses that may be considering 
expanding or relocating operations. 
Further, the Basin Clinic is vital to 
the residents of the West End. As 
District 3 Commissioner and repre-
sentative of the citizens that depend 
on the clinic for medical care, and 
especially emergency care, I will 
work to continue the funding, and 
if possible, devote more funding in 
the future.

Q: How will you engage with the 
people of the West End, if you 
are elected as commissioner?

Riba: It starts by being on the West 
End, in person, hearing the concerns 
and actually listening. I have already 
committed that I will set office hours 
for the West End, Olathe and Mahre. 
The schedule for a commissioner is 
complex with many conflicts, but 

I will never stop listening to and 
working for the West End. Commis-
sioner meetings will be held on the 
West End at times when people can 
attend. Having more West End res-
idents serve on county-wide boards 
will provide more engagement 
for the West End. Having county 
department heads meeting with the 
residents and understanding West 
End issues allows for that first-hand 
engagement as well.

Dunlap: Having a board of county 
commissioner presence (BOCC) 
in the West End is important. The 
people of the West End are a vital 
part to county government and, 
as the BOCC, we have to ensure 
those folks are included and being 
heard. As a commissioner, I will 
begin rotating BOCC meeting 
venues to include Maher, Nucla 
and Naturita. The meeting times 
will also be held in the evening, 
so the folks that work during the 
day also have the opportunity to 
attend. Additionally, I will have 
a regular schedule for being pres-
ent in the West End. The schedule 
will be posted in both Naturita and 
Nucla Town Halls and published 
in the San Miguel Basin Forum 
with dates, times and locations. I 
will arrange my scheduled days 
in the West End to coincide with 
town board meetings, so that I can 
attend those meetings in person.

Candidates 

ELECTIONS 

West End readers make voices 
heard in election survey

By REGAN TUTTLE, Editor 

It’s an election year, and the San 
Miguel Basin Forum has been 
asking locals this spring what 

they want to hear from candidates. 
The Forum sent out texts, emails 
and made social media posts to get 
locals to respond. 

In an area that is remote and 
rural, the Forum’s readership has 
often reported feeling unheard. 
People tend to feel they’re left 
out of political discussions about 
water, wolves, or mining — and 
that people on the Front Range 
often unfairly speak for them. 

Shannon Rayborn said it in 
the recent Voter Voices survey 
comments: “I will say it is such 
a struggle when voting, because 
the Eastern Slope has all the con-
trol over Colorado many times,” 
she reported.

She referenced wolves and 
land issues.

The Forum asked citizens in the 
survey to personally prioritize the 
following issues: economy/cost 
of living, taxes, health care, per-
sonal liberty, democracy and good 
government, education, crime, 
immigration, environment and cli-
mate change, abortion, gun policy, 
social justice and equity, and also 
national security.

In western Montrose County, 38 
people responded, with 15 of them 
self-described as politically con-
servative, six as liberal and 17 as 
moderate. The majority of respon-
dents were white, but two were 
Native American. For age groups, 
five in the survey were ages 18 to 
29, nine of them were ages 30-44, 
19 of them were ages 45-64, and 
four were age 65 or older. 

As far as the issues go, the 
majority — that is 13 — of West 
End respondents said the most 
important issue currently is democ-
racy and good government. Econ-
omy and cost of living was the 
second most important issue with 
10 respondents putting that first. 
Personal liberties and immigra-
tion were the third most important 
issue, with five votes for each of 
these as most important. Climate 
change got two votes as most 
important, and abortion, education 
and health care each got one vote 
for most important. 

As far as gender goes, 28 in the 
survey were female, nine were 
male; one reported identifying as 
non-binary. 

Regarding having confidence 
in the national election this fall, a 
majority said they had none at all, 
with 25 in the survey stating so. Six 
people felt neutral, and seven said 
they were fully confident in the 
national election. 

For the local election, the data 
was the opposite. In fact, 28 people 

in the West End reported having 
full confidence in the local elec-
tion, and only one person reported 
having no confidence at all. Eight 
in the survey reported feeling neu-
tral about the local election.  

Mentioned as top concerns in the 
commentary were inflation, public 
lands, gun policy, energy, and a 
few mentioned war. 

“Integrity,” along with “respect” 
were mentioned in the survey results, 
as something West End voters would 
like to see from candidates.

One recent Nucla High School 
graduate called for civility. 

“I would like them to stop taking 
jabs at one another and speak their 
mind on how they want to fix the 
issues that are prevalent in this day 
and age,” said Derrick VanDellan.

Carmen Shipley said Colorado 
candidates need to have realistic 
discussions. She wants to know 
how they’ll address “illegal immi-
gration, homeless issues, and gov-
ernment overreach, as it pertains to 
our public lands.”

Melissa Lampshire wants can-
didates to discuss term limits at 
the national level and securing 
U.S. borders.

“We are so worried about other 
countries’ borders, but what about 
our own?” she asked. She also said 
that smaller government and less 
government spending are import-
ant, and that dealing with the 
greater mental health crisis could 
solve many issues. 

The Forum has considered the 
recent survey data and wonders if it’s 
an accurate sample. What’s missing 
from West End voter voices?

The survey is still open for a 
short time. Anyone who’d like to 
participate can use the QR code. 
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   Aggregate & 
Redi Mix Supplier 

    Call for a Quote or to Schedule a Delivery 
             SATURDAY DELIVERIES AVAILABLE 

          970.729.0997    970.327.4218 
    

 

 

(970) 729-1085          (970) 327-4218

Uranium Price  
May 27, 2024 – $90.75

Looking to Place  
a Classified? 

And have  
thousands 

of people see it?

Place an Ad in the

San Miguel  
Basin Forum

Call (970) 864-7425

Nora Davis (Owner)
(970) 428-2236

Call for an  
appointment

E-mail:
rimrockerrealestate@gmail.com

Serving our communities 
since 1913

970-865-2255

Located in Naturita  
at the corner of Highway 114 & 97
P.O. Box 160 Naturita, CO, 81422

Christopher Tooker 
Master Electrician 

 Electrical Contractor 
Phone: 970�864�2321  

tookeroffice@gmail.com  
www.tookerelectric.com 

New Construction 
Residential 
Commercial 
Service 

31186 Highway 145
Naturita, Colorado

(970) 864-7531
www.bruinwastemanagement.com

Residential, Commercial, 
Recycle, Portable Toilets & 

Roll Off Dumpsters

We now offer luxury portable 
toilet rentals for all of your 

event needs!

SERVING THE COMMUNITIES OF: 
Nucla, Naturita, Redvale, 

Norwood, Telluride, Ridgway, 
Log Hill, Delta, and Montrose Schedule Your

FREE
Annual Medicare Wellness Visit
• The Annual Medical Wellness Visit is designed to help 

keep you healthy and provide you with the support you 
need to have a healthy quality of life as you age.

WE HOPE YOU WILL TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THIS 
100% COVERED BY MEDICARE BENEFIT 

(NO DEDUCTIBLE OR COINSURANCE)

To Schedule Your Appointment, 
Please call the Basin Clinic at: (970) 865-2665

Our PrOviders
• April rAndle, Md And MedicAl director

• robert tApley, Fnp
• AngelA Miller, pA-c

• cArol Scott, pA-c

COntaCt the Basin CliniC
• 421 AdAMS Street, nAturitA, colorAdo

• (970) 865-2665

June is  
Men’s Health 

Month
“Recognizing and preventing  

men’s health problems is not  

just a man’s issue. Because of its  

impact on wives, mothers, daughters 

and sisters, men’s health is truly a  

family issue.”

Congressman Bill Richardson (May 1994)

Eat Healthy 
Get Moving 

Make Prevention a Priority

Basin Clinic
For all your medical needs,  
call Basin Clinic to schedule  

your appointment.

Monday through Friday 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

421 Adams Street, Naturita, Colorado
(970) 865-2665 

Mary Kus, FNP  ·  Carol Scott PA-c
Tiffany Ordoñez, MD – Medical Director

(EEOIC patients please schedule with our MD)

For help with medical situations after hours,
call 865-2665 and follow prompts.

grand entry, make the queen’s 
run and speak with the public and 
answer questions. Essentially, 
those chosen as royalty represent 
the local rodeo and the western 
way of life. 

Winners will be expected to be 
present for the San Miguel Basin 
Rodeo, July 26-27, and the Pioneer 
Day festivities too. Thompson said 
those crowned may participate at 

other events and in other parades, 
with the committee’s approval. 

Judging the June 9 contest will 
be Thompson, Lemon and long-
time professional horsewoman 
Lisa Foxwell. 

Winners will be presented with 
belt buckles and sashes, along 
with real crowns. A fundraising 
event, in conjunction with the San 
Miguel Basin’s 4-H Horse Club 
fundraiser, will happen at Water 

Days in Nucla later this summer.
Girls should attend the June 9 

tryout looking the part, including 
jeans, a cowboy hat, a belt, boots 
and a button-down shirt — no 
T-shirts or tanks are appropriate for 
the tryout. 

Thompson said there’s plenty of 
parking at the San Miguel Basin 
Fairgrounds in Norwood. The 
girls will be trying out in the out-
door arena. 

Rodeo royalty

Basin Store 

Cont. from Pg. 1

Cont. from Pg. 1
public too. New summer lunch 
specials are now in the works. 

Last fall there was a barbecue 
smoker on site, and that may hap-
pen again too. Rumors of some 

live music out at the Basin Store 
have also circulated, and the Grif-
fiths said that’s a possibility. 

A family operation, the Grif-
fiths have four children between 
them, and all of them have 

worked at the Basin Store in 
some capacity over the last year. 

Brandi Griffith said she and 
her husband are grateful. They 
appreciate all of the support 
from local communities. 

Looking to Place a Classified?
And have thousands of people see it? Place an ad in the San Miguel Basin Forum

(970) 864-7425
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OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
NORWOOD
1920 Grand Ave

970-478-7868

TELLURIDE
200 E Colorado Ave

970-728-3640

Locally Owned and Operated

Restaurant Open 8:00-3:00
Now Serving Breakfast 

Friday · Saturday · Sunday

TGBasinStore  ·  TGBasinStore@gmail.com
(970) 787-8464

102 County Road U29 East · Redvale · Colorado

* Now ServiNg Your AreA * 

Four Seasons
Gutter Systems

Quality Service in WeStern 
colorado Since 1989

•           SeAmleSS 5” & 6” K-StYle

•   HANd Cut, SiNgle SeAm miterS

•         Steel, AlumiNum, & Copper

•             up to 10-YeAr wArrANtY

(970) 858-1347  ~  FOURSEASONSGUTTERSYSTEMS@YAHOO.COM
WWW.FOURSEASONSGUTTER.COM

10% militArY &
SeNior diSCouNt

205 E Main St. Naturita, Colorado
970-275-8310  ·  paradoxycle@gmail.com

Bicycle 
Outpost  
& Service  
Saloon

EVENTS 

Music on the Mesa  
in Norwood is June 16

SPECIAL TO THE FORUM 

Music on the Mesa in 
Norwood — the new-
est free concert series in 

Paonia-based Pickin’ Productions’ 
quiver — will take place at the San 
Miguel County Fairgrounds on the 
Sunday afternoons of June 16 and 
August 11.   

That’s right, the first concert is on 
Father’s Day, a communal opportu-
nity to toast all dads, in every sense 
of the term. Gates open at 4:30 p.m.; 
shows are at 6:30 p.m. The concept 
behind these “picnic concerts” is 
to gather, tour the food trucks and 
booth vendors, catch up with old 
friends, make new ones while play-
ing some yard games, let the kiddos 
run amok, get your face painted, 
and snap a pic at the photo booth 
— all before sinking into low chairs 
and then popping right back up to 
dance the night away to a West End 
sunset. Because, music is the uni-
versal equalizer, a language we all 
can hum to regardless of fluency. 

For those wishing to stay the 
night on Wright’s Mesa, there are a 
few motels in Norwood, not to men-

tion public lands camping up on 
Thunder Road, at Miramonte Res-
ervoir, or in the San Miguel Canyon 
between Norwood and Placerville.

On June 16, the first ever Music 
on the Mesa performer will be 
Wayne the Train Hancock. Since 
his debut in 1995, Hancock has 
been the undisputed king of 
juke-joint swing. On August 11, 
Norwood will host Couch, a Bos-
ton-based seven-piece band that 
infuses pop with funk, rock, plus 
R&B and soul. In 2021, Couch 
released a debut EP. In 2023, their 
EP, Sunshower, was accompanied 
by a 20-city national tour and a 
sold-out UK tour.

Organizers of Music on the 
Mesa said that “every penny 
makes music, and we couldn’t 
be more thankful to our sponsors 
and donors.” The concert series 
is presented by Norwood Park & 
Recreation District, the Town of 
Norwood and Pickin’ Productions 
with a long list of support from var-
ious sponsors. 

That includes Blue Grouse 
Bread, the Norwood Chamber 
of Commerce of Wright’s Mesa, 

Fenceline Cider, Clark’s Market 
of Norwood, the Telluride Foun-
dation, Judy Muller and George 
Lewis, the Colorado Housing and 
Finance Authority, Back Country 
Inn, Wild Iris Greenhouse & Gar-
dens, Alpine Bank, Mary Jane’s 
Medicinals, Green Room, Rosie 
Cusack and Telluride Luxury Rent-
als & Real Estate, Telluride Daily 
Planet & Norwood Post, Lone 
Cone Legacy Trust, Lisa Foxwell 
and Paul Finley, EarthTech West, 
Gretchen and Jim Wells with JAM 
Ranch, Piñon Wood Ranch Fibers, 
Dark Sky Pie Pizza, Giggling Goat 
Farm, Apple Core Project, the San 
Miguel Basin Forum, Elizabeth 
Foley and Coldwell Banker, Local 
Liquor and The Coach’s Mother.

Anyone with questions should 
contact representatives of Nor-
wood Park and Recreation District. 
Daiva Chesonis, of the rec district, 
encourages locals to listen to the 
bands’ music on Spotify and to 
check out their respective websites 
online. She told the Forum much 
work has gone into the planning 
of the local concert series, and she 
hopes to see people there. 
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Looking to Place  
a Classified? 

And have  
thousands 

of people see it?

Place an Ad in the

San Miguel  
Basin Forum

Call (970) 864-7425 970.728.1834  ·  1630 Grand Ave · Norwood, Co. 81423

Retail Cannabis 21+ years old

Keep it SIMPLE!
NORWOOD LOCATION

OPEN MON - SAT 
11am - 7pm Everyday

FARM FRESH FLOWER
GROWN IN 

NORWOOD, CODebbie: 970-428-2364Debbie: 970-428-2364
Michele: 970-417-5103Michele: 970-417-5103

Office:  970-865-2525Office:  970-865-2525

We advertise on the 
following websites:   

Zillow, Realtor.com, Homes.com, 
Trulia, and Homes and Land

212 East Main Street
Naturita, Colorado 81422

We are always available to help you 
with your REAL ESTATE needs!

NATURITA DAYS

Out and about for Naturita Days

The ball fields were filled for the softball tournament. 

Bette Nickell is queen for a day.

Chloe Sherman plays corn hole.  (Photos by Regan Tuttle)


