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The Mustangs have advanced to the regional high school baseball tournament. (Photo by Amanda Pierce) 

EDUCATION

Arnold and Bray sign  
commitments for college basketball
By REGAN TUTTLE, Editor 

L ast week at Nucla High 
School, graduating seniors 
Steele Arnold and Keiran 

Bray were honored when they 
each signed their respective com-
mitment letters to play college 
sports. Both student athletes are 
moving to the Midwest and will 
play college basketball. 

Arnold will be attending Ottawa 
University in Ottawa, Kansas, 
southwest of Kansas City, and 
play basketball. He plans to major 
in sports management and work 
toward his goal of becoming a 
sports agent, or professional team 
organization manager.

He’s previously visited the 
Ottawa campus and feels solid in 
his choice.

“I could tell from the beginning 
that it was the place for me,” he 
told the Forum over the weekend. 

He doesn’t know anyone else 
who’s attended, but he knows a 
few other Colorado students are 
there on campus. 

This summer, he will continue 
his training program for basketball, 
so that he’s ready for college-level 
sports this fall. He’ll also be work-
ing to save money, though Ottawa 
University is giving him $80,000 
over four years. 

Arnold leaves for Kansas in 
late August.

He said last week’s signing 
felt like a release of pressure and 
he’s excited to be able to con-
tinue playing.

“I have been working for this 
moment for so long and to finally 
get to do it in front of my family 
and friends was such a great expe-
rience, and I am so thankful for the 
chance again,” he said.  

Arnold said he hopes to play 
his best next year, but also make 
positive relationships on and  
off the court too. He’s ready to 
go to work, but he said he also 
aims to have some fun. He knows  
college will be his opportunity  
to do so. 

By REGAN TUTTLE, Editor 

Head coach for the 
Mustangs Randy 
Gabriel has said  
“it’s never over until 
the last pitch,” and 

the statement remains true. The guys 
are headed to the regional baseball 
tournament this weekend in Merino, 
Colorado. While the high school 
varsity baseball team — made up of 
both Nucla and Norwood guys — 
didn’t sweep district play, they won 
the first game, lost the second, and 
are still in the bracket.

Last Friday, May 3, the guys 

played Sierra Grande, and beat that 
team 11-6. Coach said that first 
game went well. Brycen Rummel 
started the game pitching, and later 
the Mustangs’ regular starter Steele 
Arnold was brought in. Jake Hulst 
closed it out. 

“It’s the best our pitchers have 
thrown collectively,” he said. “Bry-
cen and Jake threw real well, and 
of course, Steele.” 

Gabriel also said that the guys’ 
second game was one of the best 
he’s seen in years. They lost to 
Dove Creek, one of their biggest 
rivals, in nine innings, 6-7. Though 
it was heartbreaking, everyone 

gave great effort. 
He added the Nucla guys did 

leave 14 guys on base against 
Dove Creek, and that’s been the 
“Achilles’ heel” of the Mustangs. 

“That’s what’s haunted us all 
year,” he said. “We can’t seem to 
get a big hit at the right time when 
we need it.” 

Going forward, he said the guys 
need to not have so many errors. 
Against Dove Creek, the Mustangs 
were up and then had errors. He 
said while the guys can’t do that in 
their big games, it does happen.

He’s still proud.

AGRICULTURE  

Upcoming 
classes focus 
on livestock, 

foraging 
By REGAN TUTTLE, Editor 

The Colorado State Uni-
versity-Extension Office 
announced a class that 

director Yvette Henson is excited 
to offer. Related to water, drought 
and animals, a panel of speakers 
will come to Norwood May 16 
to discuss “alternative foraging.” 
Henson said it’s good topic for 
Wright’s Mesa, since some crops 
are more drought-tolerant than oth-
ers and nutritional values differ too. 

CSU agronomist Todd Ballard 
is the first speaker, and he’ll talk 
about crop production, specifi-
cally millet and cowpeas. Bal-
lard has done specific research 
for Norwood and its climate. He 
wants producers to know there are 
choices when planting crops. 

And, Hunter Doyle is also on 
the program. He’ll talk about 
intermediate wheatgrass, or 
kernza, along with other perennial 
forages too. Doyle has also done 
much research on crops specific 
to Norwood, and he’s coming pre-
pared to discuss his ideas. 

Steve Woodis, a retired wildlife 
biologist, is also speaking. Woodis 
worked in Montrose for National 
Resource Conservation and has 30 
years’ experience in knowing what 
works and what doesn’t. Henson 
said his knowledge is invaluable, 
and she referred to Woodis as an 
expert in forage.

Hannah Holm is also slated to 
speak on water and soils. She’s 
planning to give an overview of 
collaborative research she’s done 
with Hunter Perry, a colleague with 
whom she’s been working for water 
study. Holm will also speak about 
alternative forages and the big pic-
ture. Henson said Holm can discuss 
why it’s important to bring people 
together to talk about alternative 
crops and include stakeholders. 

The session takes place from 
noon to 5 p.m. at Lone Cone 
Library. A lunch will be served, so 
the CSU-Extension Office needs 
a head count in advance. Cost is 
approximately $35 to pay for the 
guest speakers’ time, though Hen-
son said nobody will be turned 
away, if they’re unable to pay. 

Henson said she estimated the 
program room at the library could 
accommodate as many as 50 peo-
ple. While anyone interested in 
drought-tolerant forages and alter-
native crops is welcome to attend, 
the session is especially for farmers, 
ranchers, land managers, students 
and FFA members. 

It’s been a while, since before 
the COVID pandemic, that Hen-
son has brought together a panel of 
speakers for educational purposes 
like this, and she’s excited. The 

HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS

Mustangs advance to  
regional baseball tournament 
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YOUTH 

Outdoor  
rec takes trip,  
spring play 
happens, 

admin 
approved 

By REGAN TUTTLE, Editor

T he outdoor recreation 
program at Nucla High 
School is thriving, and 

Brock Benson told the San Miguel 
Basin Forum that he and Bri 
Bonacquista are taking the kids 
on an extended field trip May 9. 
This year the new outdoor rec pro-
gram, funded by grants and other 
donations, has been taking kids on 
weekly mountain bike rides to get 
them out on local trails, appreci-
ating the landscape and moving 
their bodies.

The kids will ride part of the 
Paradox Trail on Thursday. Ben-
son said it’s a big deal for students 
and something to celebrate. He 
said it’s even more special because 
Paul Koski, local mountain biking 
expert, helped establish the Paradox 
Trail, an important asset in the West 
End, and now local kids are riding it 
through the school for a PE credit. 

“It’s a full-circle moment,” Ben-
son said last Friday. 

Additionally, Benson said this 
summer kids can continue their 
time on local trails by checking 
out mountain bikes through Par-
adox Cycle. It’s basically a rental 
process, though, for local students, 
there is no cost. For adults, who 
want to check out a bike for the 
day, the cost is $40. 

And, some longer trips may be 
happening too. Benson said he and 
Bonacquista would like to get stu-
dents out to Moab, Montrose, Cor-
tez or the Grand Junction area to 
keep them riding. Details are being 
determined for trip possibilities. 
Benson said all of the future out-
door rec plans are exciting. 

“Bri Bonacquista is an amazing 
partner,” he said. “We are hoping 
these opportunities can expand and 
keep these kids active and outside.”

And, the outdoor recreation pro-
gram has a new logo. Benson said 
the kids had a contest, something 
that was needed for merchandis-
ing and branding. Akyma Ralston 
won the competition, and she has 
received $100 for her logo idea. 

In other school news, the theatre 
kids held their spring play over the 
weekend. Directed by Benson for 
the junior high and high school 
theatre class, the students per-
formed “12 Angry Jurors” in their 
new school. 

Benson said he used the origi-
nal script of the play — “12 Angry 
Men” — but went with the mod-
ern, adapted title and incorporated 
women into the cast. The play ran 
Saturday and Sunday.
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History: Rimrocker Historical Society 
What do you know about threshers? 

By JANE THOMPSON, Rimrocker Historical Society

We have recently been 
finishing up the final 
moving of our outdoor 

displays from the old museum to 
the new museum. We still have to 
figure out the blacksmith shop, but 
we are closer to being finished. I 
know the Town of Naturita will be 
able to put that backyard space to 
good use. 

Certainly, many of the items 
have seen better days, but we are 
finding some real treasures. There 
are a few items that we are unsure 
of and are hoping there is someone 
around who will know what some 
of these things were used for. 

Everything fit behind the new 
museum, except for the thresher 
— though it does have a new 
home. The thresher was donated 
to the Rimrocker Historical Soci-
ety by Harry Duteil. There is no 
other information about where it 
came from, or who it belonged to. 
It has always just sat in the back of 
the enclosure, a big hulking piece 
of machinery. 

Once it was pulled out, it was 

a different story. It has so many 
parts and pieces and is really a 
beautiful machine. I’m sure it 
was a wonderful addition to any 
farming community. There is cer-
tainly a lot to be learned about this 
amazing machine. If you know 
anything about threshers, drop in 
and chat with us.

We also need to acknowledge all 
of our friends who helped us with 
this stage of our move. We hired 
Lane and Sean Sutherland to move 
all of the equipment from Naturita. 
They handled everything with the 
gentleness and respect that these 
old items deserved. 

Even they were in awe of how 
things were built back in the day, 
and how tough these pioneers were 
to handle much of this big heavy 
equipment pulled by horses. They 
moved the equipment for us at a 
price that we could afford. When 
it came time to move the thresher, 
they volunteered their time and 
equipment. It took some intense 
planning, and I have to say it came 
off without a hitch. 

Thank you, Lane and Sean!
A big thank you also goes to 

Mike Schultz and Jenifer Nelson, 
who live on the upper part of the 
old Lundahl place. Their small hay 
field along Main Street seemed like 
the perfect spot for the thresher, and 
they were so kind to offer a place 
for it to sit where everyone can see 
it and be reminded of the agricul-
tural heritage of our communities. 

Thank you, Mike and Jen! 
As you travel up Main Street, 

directly across the street from 
Huntem tire, check out the very 
majestic thresher and remember 
those days of old. Drop into the 
museum if you have any stories to 
share about threshers, in general. 

And, don’t forget. The Rimrock-
ers will have heirloom apple trees 
at the museum, 470 Main St. in 
Nucla, this Saturday, on May 11, 
from 10 a.m. to noon. The trees 
have been grafted for the purpose 
of preserving and perpetuating the 
agricultural history of the region, 
established long ago by the settlers 
of the area.

This photo shows the old thresher being moved to Nucla. (Photo courtesy of Rimrocker Historical Society)

LETTERS  TO THE EDITOR

Involve all stakeholders
Dear Editor,

It is crucial to recognize the 
impact of leaving a local com-
munity out of imperative conver-
sations that directly affect their 
economic well-being. When key 
decisions are made without the 
input or representation of those 
directly impacted, it not only 
diminishes the level of trust but also 
undermines the sense of ownership 
and buy-in from that demographic.

By disregarding the voices and 
perspectives in a community, espe-
cially when it comes to matters that 
have significant economic implica-
tions, we risk perpetuating inequal-
ities and injustices. The failure to 
engage all stakeholders in these 
discussions can lead to decisions 
that may benefit only a select few 
while further marginalizing vulner-
able local populations.

When local communities are 
excluded from important conver-
sations, it creates a sense of pow-
erlessness and erodes the trust that 
is essential for effective collabora-
tion and sustainable progress. This 
lack of inclusivity can generate 
stress and frustration within the 
community, further exacerbating 
existing disparities.

Therefore, it is imperative to 
actively involve all stakeholders in 
discussions that impact their eco-
nomic well-being. By including 
diverse voices and perspectives, 
we not only ensure better deci-
sion-making but also foster a sense 
of unity, trust, and shared responsi-
bility for creating a more equitable 
and prosperous future for all.

�Candy Meehan, Candidate  
for San Miguel County  
Commissioner District 3
NORWOOD

Catastrophic 
consequences
Dear Editor,

West Springs Hospital is a catch-
ment mental health hospital for the 
Western Slope of Colorado. They 
are the only inpatient psychiatric 
facility and psychiatric emergency 
department on the Western Slope. 

The facility faces financial hard-
ships that may force the facility to 
close without help. This news is 
cause of catastrophic consequence 
to the patients and communities on 
the Western Slope.

We write this letter in open sup-
port for West Springs. We plea for 
you to understand the impact this 
would have on our rural Western 
Slope communities.

The Western Slope, like most 
places, is experiencing an increase 
in the severity of mental health 
cases. Due to the shortage of behav-
ioral health resources in our area, an 
individual experiencing a behavioral 
health crisis is most often evaluated 
in the emergency department. At our 
hospital, Montrose Regional Health, 
we evaluated 636 psychiatric 
patients in 2023. This was a 42 per-
cent increase from the year before.

West Springs is a valued part-
ner and has made great efforts to 
increase access to care for the West-
ern Slope community. They admit 
most of our patients requiring a 
higher level of psychiatric care, and 
of great import, this includes chil-

dren. The youth mental health crisis 
is well-documented, and beds for 
this population are difficult to find.

The closure of West Springs Hos-
pital would have catastrophic con-
sequences in our rural area. Without 
them, Western Slope community 
members needing mental health 
hospitalization will face grave dif-
ficulty finding true help. Their ER 
length of stay will increase, and 
most will now have to be trans-
ferred to the Front Range (five to six 
hours away), or farther, to get access 
to care. 

The financial impact on our rural 
health system is also great.  Most of 
the cost of transport will fall directly 
upon Medicaid and the transfer-
ring hospital. This cost to the Front 
Range will be exorbitant. Rural 
facilities already facing financial 
challenges will be faced with yet 
another burden.  

Additionally, this will take ambu-
lance and EMS personnel out of 
local circulation for longer, leading 
to deleterious problems for other 
patients that need ambulance trans-
fer. Finally, this transportation is 
one-way. Once discharged, patients 
must find their own way home, 
only adding to the stress of people 
already struggling. 

The Western Slope needs West 
Springs Hospital. 

�Dr. A. Garza, MD, FACEP;  
Dr. K. McAllister, MD;  
Dr. C. Quenelle, MD, MBA;  
Dr. K. May, MD;  
Dr. A. MacKenzie, MD, FACEP; 
Dr. A. Yeowell, MD,  
FACEP; Dr. V. Kairam, MD;  
Dr. K. Stewart, MD;  
Dr. E. Lindsay, MD;  
Dr. K. Majors-Foley, MD;  
and ED physicians
MONTROSE

An invitation
Dear Editor,

Art at The Apothecary is inviting 
artists to come and join us. We have 
space for individuals and groups to 
display and sell their works, teach 
classes and have lectures. Painters, 
sculptors, cultural artists, literary 
and photographic talents, and more 
are welcome. We would love to host 
shows and readings in our gallery.

Space is available for groups and 
clubs as well. If you have a book or 
garden club, crafters or scrapbook-
ing association, we have the perfect 
space to spread out and dig in. Fam-
ily gatherings and parties or small 
celebrations are more than wel-
come. Whatever the need is, let’s 
get together and make it happen. 
We are not just a studio, but also a 
public space for our community.

There is a small kitchen with a 
coffee maker, microwave and tea 
kettle available for use. If you’re 
looking for more than self-serve, 
there are a few businesses that have 
partnered with us for catering and 
lodgings, and we would love to 
make introductions.

If you are an artist or have a group 
that would like to use the space, 
please call or text Cassandra Farmer 
at 970-209-0385 or email cfarmer@
theapothecary.art for costs and 
information. Join us, and let’s dis-
cover what the future brings.

�Cassandra Farmer
NUCLA

series of grain talks was success-
ful a few years ago. Henson hopes 
people will sign up for the May 16 
session, and all in the San Miguel 
Basin are welcome. 

Another class is taking place 
June 21, and then Henson will 
present with Emily Lockard, of 
Montezuma. Together, they’ll 
lead a session similar to the native 
plant classes, though this one will 

focus on pasture and range field 
plant identification. 

“She will cover grasses, and I 
will cover herbaceous and woody 
plants,” Henson said. “We’ll talk 
about what’s good or not for forage 
for animals.” 

Henson and Lockard plan to do 
plant surveys that week on Mon-
day, June 17, in preparation for the 
class. Then, the class site visits will 
happen in the San Miguel Basin, 

probably at Lone Cone or maybe 
Burn Canyon. Henson is speaking 
with local ranchers for the pasture 
site visits. They need one with 
diversity. The class will travel a bit 
that day in order to see different 
plant species. 

Those interested in either of 
the sessions should call the Col-
orado State University-Extension 
Office and speak with representa-
tives to register. 

Cont. from Pg. 1

Upcoming classes
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31186 Highway 145
Naturita, Colorado

(970) 864-7531
www.bruinwastemanagement.com

Residential, Commercial, 
Recycle, Portable Toilets & 

Roll Off Dumpsters

We now offer luxury portable 
toilet rentals for all of your 

event needs!

SERVING THE COMMUNITIES OF: 
Nucla, Naturita, Redvale, 

Norwood, Telluride, Ridgway, 
Log Hill, Delta, and Montrose

AFFORDABLE BOOKKEEPING SERVICES

QuickBooks, Accounts Payable & Receivable, Sales Tax 
Assistance, Small Business Set Up,  Personal & Business 

Assistance,  Personal & Small Business Income Tax 
Preparation,  Complimentary Consultations,  Farm & 

Ranch Assistance

Deborah Snell (Owner)
E-Mail: affordablebkpingservices@gmail.com
Cell: (970) 209-1661  •  (719) 371-3734
Office: (719) 430-5631
Mailing: PO Box 433, Westcliffe, CO 81252

ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS 
1 & 2 bedroom apartments, Family Living at an affordable price.

Nucla Family Housing
300 East 3rd Street, Nucla, Colorado

(970) 864-2262 

Landmark Management:  712-276-1735  •  TTY: 800-659-2656
This institution is an equal opportunity provider

Schedule Your
FREE

Annual Medicare Wellness Visit
• The Annual Medical Wellness Visit is designed to help 

keep you healthy and provide you with the support you 
need to have a healthy quality of life as you age.

WE HOPE YOU WILL TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THIS 
100% COVERED BY MEDICARE BENEFIT 

(NO DEDUCTIBLE OR COINSURANCE)

To Schedule Your Appointment, 
Please call the Basin Clinic at: (970) 865-2665

Our PrOviders
• April rAndle, Md And MedicAl director

• robert tApley, Fnp
• AngelA Miller, pA-c

• cArol Scott, pA-c

COntaCt the Basin CliniC
• 421 AdAMS Street, nAturitA, colorAdo

• (970) 865-2665

May is 
Mental Health 

Month
Mental wellness is essential  

for peak cognitive and  
physical performance.   

You can help maintain good  
mental health by getting  

enough sleep, eating nutritious 
foods, exercising and  

staying connected socially.  
 

If you or someone you know is  
struggling or in crisis, help is available.   

Call or text 988.

Basin Clinic
For all your medical needs,  
call Basin Clinic to schedule  

your appointment.

Monday through Friday 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

421 Adams Street, Naturita, Colorado
(970) 865-2665 

Mary Kus, FNP  ·  Carol Scott PA-c
Tiffany Ordoñez, MD – Medical Director

(EEOIC patients please schedule with our MD)

For help with medical situations after hours,
call 865-2665 and follow prompts.

Cont. from Pg. 1

Mustangs advance

It’s that time of year 
Curt Carver brands calves in the West End a week ago for the Coopers. (Photo by Sage Carver)

Your Service Station
• Offering Phillips 66 Proclean Fuel

24-7 with Credit Card

• Convenience Store

• Brand  name Tires & Service

• Lube-Oil Service

• Computer Diagnostics

• Light Mechanical

James Keeton
1685 Grand Ave, Norwood, CO • 970-327-4447

Sam’s Service
Phillips 66

* Now ServiNg Your AreA * 

Four Seasons
Gutter Systems

Quality Service in WeStern 
colorado Since 1989

•           SeAmleSS 5” & 6” K-StYle

•   HANd Cut, SiNgle SeAm miterS

•         Steel, AlumiNum, & Copper

•             up to 10-YeAr wArrANtY

(970) 858-1347  ~  FOURSEASONSGUTTERSYSTEMS@YAHOO.COM
WWW.FOURSEASONSGUTTER.COM

10% militArY &
SeNior diSCouNt

“I have to commend them,” he 
said. “Both (teams’) fans were 
cheering, and overall it was a 
great game.”

And, the Mustang seniors were 
relieved to not have played their 
last game on the field. The soon-
to-be gradates get a bit longer on 
the baseball field. 

Dove Creek is now the No. 5 seed. 
They’ll likely face Simla in regional 
play. Coach thinks Nucla will play 
Merino, based on the rankings. 

He remains hopeful, and said a 

few years ago, in 2018, the Mus-
tangs beat No. 1 Cornerstone. 

“You never know,” he said. 
“Baseball is a different sport, 
and we’ve got a good mindset … 
All we ever ask for is give great 
effort. Sometimes it’s not your 
day. Hopefully this weekend will 
be one of them.”

It will be a big practice week 
for the guys Monday through 
Thursday. Then the guys leave 
Friday for the regional tourna-
ment. Many of the details were 
being worked out over the week-

end, and it is the host team’s job 
to organize the tournament. 

Gabriel said he appreciated the 
Mustang fans over the weekend. 
And, the Nucla High School track 
team, also made up of Nucla and 
Norwood kids, went to cheer for 
baseball on their way to the Pagosa 
Springs tack meet.

He continues to say that the 
baseball team is made up of a great 
bunch of kids. He said the fresh-
men have stepped up, and the good 
things that coaches look for at this 
time of year are happening. 

Cont. from Pg. 1

Youth activities
Anton Pierce and Kiera Rowan 

held leading roles, and the per-
formance took place in a circular 
space with the audience extremely 
close, as if they were part of  
the jury. 

On Sunday, Benson told the 
Forum the shows were “great.” 
He said the tickets sold out at the 

door both nights, and he had to add 
chairs to accommodate guests. 

“David Quigley gave a memora-
ble performance,” he said. “And a 
shout out to my junior high cast of 
Remi Long, Kynlie McCabe, Dal-
las Wallace and D.J. O’Connel for 
bringing maturity and panache to a 
very adult and complex script.”

And while the West End Public 

School’s board of education had 
some controversy the last few 
weeks, that seems to have settled. 
At the last school board meeting 
on April 30, all of the adminis-
trators’ contracts were approved. 
That means Sara Bray and Mal-
isha Reed return as principals, 
with Clint Wytuklka serving as 
district superintendent. 
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To all the businesses that advertised in the 2024-2025 NNTC Telephone Directory

With the internet these days, we know a lot of people no longer use the telephone 
directory to look up numbers, but we know several in our communities that still rely on 
our book. We would like to say THANK YOU to everyone that makes it possible for us to 

still publish the NNTC Directory.  We sincerely appreciate each of you! 

5th Avenue Grill
AT’s Meatblock
Basin Clinic 
Bruin Waste Management
Co-Op Country Store
Community Bible Fellowship
Hoof & Paw Thrift Store
Huntem Tire Service & Repair 
Kenny’s Tires

Moore’s Mining
My Place
Packrat Minnie Storage
Redd’s Mercantile
Rimrock Hotel
San Miguel Power Association
West End Equipment Rentals
West End Family Link

Nucla-Naturita Telephone Company
NNTC Wireless, LLC

A HUGE 
SHOUT OUT

THANK YOU!

Nora Davis (Owner)
(970) 428-2236

Call for an  
appointment

E-mail:
rimrockerrealestate@gmail.com

Serving our communities 
since 1913

970-865-2255

Located in Naturita  
at the corner of Highway 114 & 97
P.O. Box 160 Naturita, CO, 81422

Christopher Tooker 
Master Electrician 

 Electrical Contractor 
Phone: 970�864�2321  

tookeroffice@gmail.com  
www.tookerelectric.com 

New Construction 
Residential 
Commercial 
Service 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
NORWOOD
1920 Grand Ave

970-478-7868

TELLURIDE
200 E Colorado Ave

970-728-3640

Locally Owned and Operated

Arnold and Bray commit 
Steele Arnold and family, left, with Keiran Bray and family, right, celebrate college commitments at Nucla 
High School. (Courtesy image)

Bray will attend Doane Univer-
sity in Crete, Nebraska, about 30 
miles east of Lincoln. She will also 
play college basketball and will 
major in agribusiness and minor in 
communications. 

Bray also visited the Doane 
campus and said she got to meet 
representatives from the depart-
ment of agriculture, financial aid 
and the basketball coaches. She 
heard about Doane from the bas-
ketball coach at the college, when 
he reached out to her about playing 
for the small school. 

This summer she will follow a 
workout plan and spend a lot of 
time in the gym, though she also 
wants to see her friends and fam-
ily as much as possible before 
leaving. And, of course, she’ll be 
working for Bray Ranches, her 
family’s ranch, before her depar-
ture. She leaves in early August to 
start school. 

Bray has been given scholarships 
that total $26,000 over four years. 

Like Arnold, last week’s signing 
was freeing for her. 

“I was having a really hard time 
deciding whether or not to play 

basketball and attend Doane,” she 
said. “After I decided I wanted 
to play basketball and signed my 
paper, I felt very relieved. I am now 
feeling super excited and pretty 
nervous to start my new life.”

Bray said she hopes to get a 
great education. She knows she’ll 
eventually work in the field of agri-
culture, probably advocacy.  She’s 
also excited to be more indepen-
dent, meet new people and make 
lifelong friends.

“I want to make the most of my 
college experience academically, 
athletically and socially,” she said. 

Cont. from Pg. 1
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970.728.1834  ·  1630 Grand Ave · Norwood, Co. 81423

Retail Cannabis 21+ years old

Keep it SIMPLE!
NORWOOD LOCATION

OPEN MON - SAT 
11am - 7pm Everyday

FARM FRESH FLOWER
GROWN IN 

NORWOOD, CO

205 E Main St. Naturita, Colorado
970-275-8310  ·  paradoxycle@gmail.com

Bicycle 
Outpost  
& Service  
Saloon

 

 

 

 

   Aggregate & 
Redi Mix Supplier 

    Call for a Quote or to Schedule a Delivery 
             SATURDAY DELIVERIES AVAILABLE 

          970.729.0997    970.327.4218 
    

 

 

(970) 729-1085          (970) 327-4218

Debbie: 970-428-2364Debbie: 970-428-2364
Michele: 970-417-5103Michele: 970-417-5103

Office:  970-865-2525Office:  970-865-2525

We advertise on the 
following websites:   

Zillow, Realtor.com, Homes.com, 
Trulia, and Homes and Land

212 East Main Street
Naturita, Colorado 81422

We are always available to help you 
with your REAL ESTATE needs!

Uranium Price  
April 29, 2024 - $88

Looking to Place  
a Classified? 

And have  
thousands 

of people see it?

Place an Ad in the

San Miguel  
Basin Forum

Call (970) 864-7425

Construction
Bryan Littlejohn

Bus: (970) 327-4096 Cell: 428-4096
P.O. Box 422, Naturita, CO 81422

Southwestern

Celebrating dark skies 
Dave Muller came to Naturita April 25 and displayed astrophotography and gave a presentation. The show was a 
fundraiser for both the Naturita Community Library and West End Dark Sky Alliance. Muller donated most of the 
profits. Walk-in Liquor provided a coffee bar, and the Western Slope Dark Sky Coalition was a sponsor. 
(Photo by Deb Stueber)
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Happy readers
Nucla won second place in Battle of the Books.

Mustang track

Theatre kids in action 

Keiran Bray ran the 800 meter. (Photos by Debra Bockrath)
The shows for the play were sold out over the weekend at Nucla High 
School. (Photos by Brandie McCabe)

Junior high and high school kids performed together.

cut

cut

The season isn’t over for the track team. They head to Grand Junction this weekend.

The kids — Locklyn Galley, Olivia Scott, Lachlan Schultz and Branson McCabe — were coached by Kristi 
Wheeler. (Photo by Brandie McCabe)

Amber Bockrath competed in the long jump.

Kiera Rowan had a leading role in “12 Angry Jurors.” 

Anton Pierce and David Quigley were impressive.


