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NATURITA

Cowles, Gist
and Kelley
are new
Naturita
trustees

By REGAN TUTTLE, Editor

he Town of Naturita held
T its municipal election on

April 2 this year, and then
five people ran for three available
trustee seats. That included Brock
Benson, Harold Cowles, John Gist,
Susan Kelley and Kenith Kirby.

The election results were made
official on April 8. Town Clerk
Diana Starks reported to the San
Miguel Basin Forum that the votes
were as follows: Benson got 39,
Cowles had 66, Gist had 51 votes,
Kelley received 51 and Kirby fin-
ished with 44.

The Forum received an anony-
mous report, though, that there was
some activity at the polls on elec-
tion day, which was inconsistent
with Colorado election law. The
law does state that electioneering,
or campaigning, “is prohibited
from taking place either inside a
polling place or within 100 feet
of any building in which a polling
location is located. In addition,
electioneering is prohibited within
100 feet of a drop-box.”

And, each polling place is
required by law to post signs mark-
ing the limit.

The law continues that “voters
may not advocate for the election or
defeat of a candidate or a ballot mea-
sure, either inside a polling place or
within 100 feet of the entrance to a
polling place or drop-box.”

The Forum asked Starks about
unlawful election activity that
might have taken place in Natu-
rita, if there might have been some
campaigning or slandering of can-
didates at the polls. The Forum also
asked if she’d heard that the elec-
tion might be challenged.

“As far as I know, inside there was
no illegal campaigning at the polls,”
Starks said. “We did have a bunch
of younger people talking mostly
about their posts being taken down
off of Facebook. I have not heard if
the election will be challenged.”

Colorado Attorney General Phil
Weiser has said he will not toler-
ate voter intimidation, what hap-
pens when someone “interferes,
impedes, or prevents another from
voting, or pressures a person to
vote for or against a candidate
or ballot initiative.” On his web-
site, Weiser continues that “voter
intimidation is a misdemeanor
punishable by a fine of up to
$1,000, up to one-year imprison-
ment, or both.”

It is also against the law for
election officials to interfere with
the voting process while they’re
on duty. And, the crime of inter-
fering with an election official is

Cont. on Pg. 2

HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS

Baseball coach, team
focus on districts

By REGAN TUTTLE, Editor

ustang baseball

started in early

March and so

far, roughly 14

games have
taken place. The guys had played
13 by last weekend, and played
Dove Creek Saturday, April 20,
winning 8-7. Head coach for the
Mustangs Randy Gabriel told the
Forum many of the games have
been close.

He said he’s really enjoying the
current group of players. They’re
young, but they’re good kids, and
they work hard.

“We come up short sometimes,
but they never whine,” he said.
“These kids come back.”

Comprised of Nucla and Nor-
wood students, there are 21 of
them out this year. Ten are fresh-
men. Everyone from last season
returned, except for P.J. Hulst, who
graduated. The guys are practic-
ing nightly, and Gabriel is again
assisted by Ben Kirk, of Norwood,
and Kelly Arnold, of Nucla. Man-
aging are students Kendra McCluer
and Viviana Zunich, and coach said
the girls are very good help.

High school senior Steele Arnold
is pitching and leading the state in
strike-outs.

“He hides the ball well,” Gabriel
said. “He’s not overpowering, and
he mixes in a curve.””

Jake Hulst is pitching the second
game, and Brycen Rummel is the
relief pitcher.

The Mustangs do have a history
of success, Gabriel admitted, and
the players know it well. It can
feel like pressure. The Nucla team
has been in the final eight, or fin-
ished even higher, the last decade.
They’ve taken the state title in
recent years.

Gabriel said he tells the guys to
just be the team they are now and
to get better every day. He added

Cont. on Pg. 3

Pictured left to right are the participants and chaperones who attended the SchroomZillah sculpture build and
its unveiling in Nucla on April 20: David Quigley, Braxton Quigley, Susan Rice, Joe Caruso, Alexa Caruso, Megan
Caruso, Xaden Caruso, Paxtin Caruso, Jonah Richardson and KaeKae Weimar. (Photo by Erin Ries)

ELECTIONS

Bette Nickell, Tom Loczy run
for SMPA board (Part1)

By REGAN TUTTLE, Editor

ette Nickell and Tom
B Loczy are running against

each other for a seat on
San Miguel Power Association’s
(SMPA’s) board of directors. The
two are vying for a seat in Dis-
trict 1, the largest district in the
SMPA territory, which includes
parts of both Montrose and San
Miguel counties. Previously,
Doylene Garvey served District
1 for 12 years.

Regarding her background,
Nickell began her career at Union
Carbide. She later entered the
field of education and has been a

part of school boards and has been
a teacher, principal and super-
intendent. She’s also worked as
a judge. She holds a bachelor’s
degree in elementary education
and early childhood education.
She has a master’s degree in ele-
mentary administration, and her
superintendent’s license too.

When asked what experience
she has regarding electric cooper-
atives, Nickel said she read “The
Quest” by Danial Yergin, a book
about energy and security.

“l decided to become more
knowledgeable about energy pro-
duction in the Town of Montrose
where I lived at the time,” she said.

And, she began going to the
Delta Montrose Electric Associa-
tion (DMEA) board meetings.

“I never missed a meeting for
almost three years,” she said.
“I had dinner with the board
every meeting and spoke to
their advisory group. Everything I
did was on a volunteer basis. | saw
a board that was united in a goal to
become more energy-efficient with
renewables and especially hydro-
power. They began to work to buy
themselves out of Tri-State.”

Nickell said she became
acquainted with many DMEA
employees and saw how they

Cont. on Pg. 3

Hickenlooper
delayed in

West End
until
April 27

proposal of a national mon-

ument along the Dolores

River has upset the West
End since March, and the majority
of local communities have been
vocal about not wanting to see such
a designation, though some have
been interested in exploring the dis-
cussion about it.

Sean Pond, of Nucla and the
leader of the Halt the Dolores Mon-
ument group, has been speaking in
various towns on the Western Slope
opposing a monument and engag-
ing with the public. Last week, Sen-
ator John Hickenlooper announced
he scheduled a trip to come to Nucla
and hear local concerns. Originally,
Hickenlooper was set to be at the
Nucla Community Center Tuesday,
April 23, at 1:30 p.m.

When the Eventbrite tickets were
posted online though last week, so
many people RSVPd that the venue
had to be moved to the old elemen-
tary school in Naturita. The com-
munity center in Nucla can only
accommodate 180 people.

On  Sunday, Hickenlooper
announced his visit had been post-
poned to Friday, April 26, at 3:30
p-m. A press release from Hicken-
looper’s office over the weekend
said that “last-minute votes sched-
uled in the U.S. Senate” were the
reason for the delay.

Hickenlooper was also supposed
to speak in Grand Junction Monday
at the Colorado Mesa University
ballroom. That session was moved
to Colorado Mesa University’s
William S. Robinson Theatre —
located at 1299 N. 12th St. — and
is now held on Saturday, April 27,
at 10:30 a.m. Doors open at 10 a.m.

Hickenlooper’s press release
asked that anyone not able to work
with the rescheduled times cancel
their tickets. And, for any ticket
holder who had no issue with the
date and time being moved, they
could still use the same ticket and
no further step was necessary.

Monday morning, Pond told the
Forum he was still waiting to hear
about the venue. He wasn’t clear if it
was still to be held in Naturita at the
elementary school. He’d suggested
to Hickenlooper’s office they speak
with West End Public Schools Dis-
trict superintendent, Clint Wytulka.
He said it made sense to consider
the Nucla school, since it’s a new
building and can accommodate
crowds. Pond confirmed late Mon-
day, though, that the old school in
Naturita was the venue.

Pond has no idea how many reg-
istered online, though he’s encour-
aged attendance for the last week.

Cont. on Pg. 4
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NORWOOD CHAMBER

Celebrating good
internet, a nail salon
and pizza

By CHERYL JERABEK

he Norwood Chamber of
I Commerce of Wright’s
Mesa is celebrating Clear-
networx, which came on the scene
in Norwood after the company rec-
ognized the critical need for high-
speed connectivity options. Strictly
operating as an IT company at the
time, Clearnetworx stepped in after
some of the pivotal local businesses
stood on the brink of relocation due
to inadequate internet capabilities.

“We decided, as an IT company,
we could probably figure it out,”
said Casey Irving, director of busi-
ness development, “so we bought a
circuit and brought fiber internet to
them. From there, other businesses
started asking for it, so we started
hooking those up. Eventually,
we realized residential customers
wanted it too, and we hooked up
some of the first fiber customers in
Western Colorado.”

Today, Clearnetworx serves
more than 140 fiber customers in
Norwood, with an additional 440
throughout the West End.

And, the Norwood chamber is
applauding Country Bougie Nail
Shop, as it brings a touch of per-
sonal pampering to local commu-
nities. Located at 217 W. Main
Street in Naturita, Country Bou-
gie is just down the road from
Norwood, offering manicures,
pedicures, clean-ups, and gel and
acrylic nails. Once a month, owner
Mandie Atkins makes her mani-
cure services available at the com-
munity center in Norwood, too.

Her nail business began in Cali-
fornia, where she lived before her
heart brought her to Naturita.

“Every year since | was 5 years
old, my family and I would come

to Naturita to visit relatives and to
hunt,” Atkins told the chamber. “I
love the beautiful land, but most
of all, I love the people. I always
wanted to live here, and now I do.”

Atkins gives back to the com-
munity by helping out with 4-H,
offering senior discounts and fill-
ing whatever needs she can.

On Labor Day, 2022, the husband-
and-wife team, Jaime Katherine
Schultz and Jeffrey Perce, opened
the door of Dark Sky Pie Pizza at
1615 Grand Ave. in Norwood.

Dark Sky Pie takes pride in
delivering on-time, friendly ser-
vice and delicious food made with
love and local ingredients. Offer-
ings include scratch-made pizzas,
sandwiches, wings, salads and
more. With accommodations for
gluten-intolerant and allergy-sensi-
tive patrons, the pizzeria ensures an
inclusive dining experience.

The name of the establishment is
as original as its menu.

“We chose the name Dark Sky
Pie because we are in love with the
night sky here in Norwood and so
inspired that we wanted to celebrate
one of the many things that makes
this place so special,” Schultz said.

Even with a time-consuming
business and a five-year-old son,
Schultz is involved in the West End
Dark Sky Alliance and was previ-
ously a member of the Norwood
Town Board of Trustees.

“Our family feels very con-
nected to the community,” she said.
“We love being a part of the fabric
of Norwood.”

The Norwood Chamber of
Commerce of Wright’s Mesa has
monthly membership meetings the
second Tuesday of each month at
Norwood Ace Hardware from 5:30
to 6:30 p.m.

Trustees

Cont. from Pg. 1

a considered misdemeanor, which
can be punished with a fine of up
to $750 or up to 120 days impris-
onment — or both.

The attorney general and local
district attorneys have the author-
ity to prosecute voter intimida-
tion crimes.

Starks told the Forum the real
issue with Naturita’s election day
has to do with something else,
people participating in the demo-

cratic process. According to her, a
big percentage of the local popu-
lation is not voting. She does not
know why.

According to her, the Town of
Naturita has more than 400 peo-
ple registered, but only 93 of
them voted.

“I understand some of our res-
idents do not get out much, but
we are able to send out absentee
ballots to those who choose not to
come in and vote,” she said.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Day of service

Dear Editor,

VFW Uranium Post 9058 will
be partaking in a day of service on
the 4th of May. This will be taking
place at the Paradox Cemetery in
Bedrock from 8 a.m. through the
afternoon, coming together as vet-
erans in the community to beau-
tify and expand this historic place
by approximately five acres. This
cemetery has dated markers from

1901, and some graves even older.
It was one of the earliest cemeter-
ies in the region. A lot of our local
veterans have been laid to rest here.
Water will be provided, but bring
your own chow. Stop by and see if
you can lend a hand. It would be
nice to see some friendly faces out
there with us.

John Reed, OM VFW Post 9058
NUCLA

( History: Rimrocker Historical Society A
A story of some Tabeguache
pioneers, the Sly family
By JANE THOMPSON, Rimrocker Historical Society
o v

ere is a story written
about Mr. and Mrs. Fred
Sly, written by their

daughter Kathleen Sly Wares, and
it includes some of the fascinat-
ing history of the founding of the
Colorado Cooperative Company
for which Mr. Sly was a pioneer.
This story was found in the Forum
of June 10, 1955. As we celebrate
130 years of the Colorado Coop-
erative Company this year, [ will
be sharing more stories of those
hearty visionaries:

“Mother (Gertie Tschop) is
originally of Pennsylvania stock.
Her family came to Cortez when
she was just a baby. She grew up
in an area bristling with Utes and
Navajos and alive with pioneer
problems. Against this rich and
interesting background, she grew
to womanhood.

When she graduated from
McGuffey’s Reader, she attended
Teacher’s Institute in Mancos, Col-
orado. Upon finishing this course,
she began her teaching -career,
which was shortly terminated
when Fred Sly, a young cowboy
from Nucla, Colorado came riding
into her life. Nucla was a hundred
miles away over the mountains. In
1904, that meant two days steady
riding, so he was really a stranger.

Daddy had a boyhood, which is
as full of pioneer stories as anyone
could ask for in any Western story.
He was born at Juanita, Nebraska.
When he was 14, he moved with
his parents from Nebraska in a long
wagon trip to Cripple Creek, Col-
orado, where the rip-roaring Gold
Rush was in full swing. He vividly
recalls the historical Cripple Creek
Fire, which burned 32 blocks in the
business district. He remembers
digging through the rubble with
the other youngsters in town and
salvaging copper to sell to the junk
dealers. We children were fasci-
nated with Daddy’s spine-tingling
stories of incidents during the hey-
day of Cripple Creek, like the ones
about the morning ‘law patrol’ that
picked up the frozen bodies of min-
ers who had imbibed too much and
had staggered or been tossed from

This image shows Mr. and Mrs.

George Sly and their children:

Fred, standing; Clint, sitting; and Clyde, the baby, c. 1896.

(Image courtesy of Rimrocker Historical Society)

saloons to fall into the street and
freeze to death; or who had impru-
dently carried their gold dust with
them and had been hijacked and
left to die.

In the spring, Daddy’s father
heard of a ‘Promised Land,’
which was being opened up
across the mountains in south-
western Colorado. A company
had been formed, which was to
build a long irrigation canal from
the San Miguel River to a series
of three inland parks of rich soil
and unsurpassable mountain
scenery, to say nothing of gold
in the hills. When the canal was
completed, they would live and
file homestead preemptions on
the land in the parks and live a
utopian life thereafter.

They organized in 1894 as the
Colorado Cooperative Company. It
was to be truly cooperative. Their
efforts and resources were to be
pooled for the common good. If a
man heard of a well-paying job in
Montrose, the nearest town of any
size, he was expected to add the
pay to the cooperative funds. Of
course, there were the inevitable
‘gold-brickers,” who did little work
but demanded a full share of mea-
ger supplies at the commissary.

The promoters were evidently

persuasive in arousing interest.
Among the majority who were
earnestly seeking homes were a
few rich playboys from the East,
who eagerly joined up expect-
ing to pick up gold nuggets and
go home rich. These men were
the despair of the company, and
the butt of many practical jokes.
Some soon left, but a few stayed
and became valuable members.

A rare clipping from an early
paper gives the primary reasons for
the company:

‘Objects

To own and operate manufac-
tories, to acquire land, to build
homes for its members, to
insure protection against want,
to provide educational and rec-
reative facilities, and to
promote and maintain harmoni-
ous social relations on the basis
of cooperation.’

The stories Daddy can tell of the
privations, hard work, fun and heart-
aches are many-the-winter they
were without meat, and at times salt
or grease of any kind, or flour, is
still vivid. They relished a diet three
times a day of beans, boiled without
salt or meat. The gravy of the period
is still talked about by old-timers:
flour, salt, pepper and water.”

To be continued ...

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

A different perspective

Dear Editor,

I may be considered a newcomer.
I moved to Nucla about three and
a half years ago. My politics are
different than most, so I read your
articles, learned your history, lis-
tened to what was important to
your community, and I explored the
backroads learning more about this
beautiful place.

I think I may have a different
perspective on the battle “Halt the
Dolores.” I love this place because it
is so beautiful. But there are lots of
beautiful places in our state, country
and our world. I think in your argu-
ments you are not using your stron-
gest defense.

The Front Range sees you like a

book, where all the chapters con-
taining the disappointments, strug-
gles, heartache have been taken
out. The beauty of this place is your
strength and your history. You are
the main component of what makes
this place your home so beautiful.
You are what is special about this
place. You work 24/7 (not 9-5). It
is your persistence and hope for a
better year next year, as the weather
tells that day’s and year’s story.
Others would have given up.
You haven’t. Your parents and
grandparents haven’t. Your history
is full of struggle, hardships, but
you have done more than survive.
You have kept the beauty of this
place. It is you, and your history
that makes it so special. Share it.

Educate others about who you are
and why there is no need or benefit
of a national or state monument.

Maybe you should consider
using the story of who you are
as your best defense, not in an
aggressive manner. Share your
history. You have a wonder-
ful museum that tells the story.
Tell how you already share your
resources, so others can recreate.
Showcase what you already have
shared, but also protected. Show-
case your strength and without
your commitment to this land
and some of its character, beauty
would no longer exist.

Carol Hunter
NUCLA
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Mustang baseball

Cont. from Pg. 1

that the record — right now the
Mustangs are 5-8-1 (they tied for
one game) — doesn’t truly matter
at this point; it’s what happens at
the district tournament on May 3.

“You win districts, you are the
No. 5 seed,” he said.

He’s hoping it all lines up by
then. And, it usually does, despite
the guys not playing travel base-
ball. Come springtime each year,
he said he’s got to turn the kids
back into high school baseball
players. It takes a few months.

At the same time, some of the
guys are running track too. In a
world where some coaches would

balk, Gabriel supports it and is
happy the kids are representing
their small school well.

He, Kirk and Arnold have given
the team more than their regular
season too. Two weeks ago, they
traveled to Colorado Mesa Univer-
sity to watch college baseball. He
said it was an opportunity to expe-
rience the game together, and he’s
big on establishing team values.

They also traveled to Holly,
Colorado, a few miles from the
Kansas border to play Holly,
Stratton and Sublette, Kansas.
The kids had a 10-hour bus ride
just to get there. Coach said they
were treated ‘“like gold,” served

three meals and invited to partic-
ipate in games with other guys
like basketball and corn hole. He
said it was a great experience for
the kids, and included more than
varsity baseball.

This week, the Mustangs face
Rangely and Ignacio, both strong
2A teams. Most every team on
the Western Slope is a 2A team,
except for Nucla and Dove Creek.

As May 3 approaches, he’s hop-
ing the kids want it bad enough to
step up and win districts.

“We’ve got the right intangi-
bles,” coach said. “We just need to
pitch, and hit a lot better. We will
be alright.”

Cont. from Pg. 1

interacted with the general man-
ager and other staff members. She
said it was a lesson in good lead-
ership and what an effective
board can do when united toward
a common goal.

“Yes, they did eventually buy
out of Tri-State and are now an
independent power company,”
she said.

When asked why she wants to
serve on the SMPA board, Nick-
ell said she’s got concerns about
an aging grid system, the loss of
small power plants and the sever-
ity of storms that cause blackouts.
She’s read three books on electric
power in the U.S.

“We have amazing inventors
and problem-solvers in this world,
and I would like to be a small part
of what I hope will be an exciting
future in energy production,” she
said. “While some of the things
I’ve seen are not applicable to us

SMPA board

right now, they might give us an
awareness of new ideas. It’s import-
ant that we pay attention to all the
different systems around the world
to look for possible new and better
ways for our own electricity.”

Nickell said it was recently
announced in a Dallas newspaper
that there is a new transmission
line that can carry more electricity
faster and cheaper.

“We are using more and more
electricity each year, and provid-
ing electricity at the cheapest and
most efficient rate to users is criti-
cal,” she said.

She added school science pro-
grams are needed, ones that
encourage future generations to
find renewable energy ideas.

Additionally, there’s more about
Nickell she’d like to share. She
was raised in Uravan and gradu-
ated Nucla High School. Though
her parents couldn’t afford college
for her, she worked as a secretary,

using skills from Elaine Johnson’s
business classes.

She was able to attend college
when living in Arizona, when
legislators allowed residents
to attend for $200 a semester.
She believes strong leaders can
change lives. She’s grateful for
all of the opportunities she’s been
given, many by people who never
knew her. Now, she wants to give
back and serve community.

She raised six children, two of her
own and four who lost their moth-
ers. They are all a part of her heart.
She loves living in the West End.

“Living in a small town is like
one very large extended family,
and I’'m proud to call this home,”
she said. “I will dedicate myself to
doing the very best for everyone, if
I am elected to serve as your repre-
sentative on the SMPA board.”

Editor's note: This is a two-part
story, and next week will feature
Tom Loczy's candidacy.

April is National
Donate Life Month

And to keep yourself healthy,
call now to schedule your
appointment at Basin Clinic in Naturita

Instituted in 2003 and celebrated
in April each year, we at Basin
Clinic encourage you to register as
organ, eye and tissue donors and
to celebrate those that have saved
lives through the gift of donation.

You can be someone’s hero too - go
to donatelife.net and register today!

(EEOIC patients please schedule with our MD)
For help with medical situations after hours,
call 865-2665 and follow prompts.

Basin Clinic
421 Adams Street, Naturita, Colorado
(970) 865-2665

Monday through Friday
8a.m.to5p.m.

Carol Scott PA-c
Mary Kus, FNP
Tiffany Ordonez, MD - Medical Director
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Your Service Station

« Offering Phillips 66 Proclean Fuel

24-7 with Credit Card
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¢ Brand name Tires & Service
* Lube-Oil Service
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James Keeton

Residential, Commercial,
Recycle, Portable Toilets &
Roll Off Dumpsters

BRUIN V&)
WASTE

31186 Highway 145
Naturita, Colorado

(970) 864-7531

www.bruinwastemanagement.com

We now offer luxury portable
toilet rentals for all of your
event needs!

SERVING THE COMMUNITIES OF:
Nucla, Naturita, Redvale,
Norwood, Telluride, Ridgway,
Log Hill, Delta, and Montrose
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TIRE SERVICE
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GREAT SERVICE
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o SEAMLESS 5” & 6” K-STYLE

e Hanp Cut, SINGLE SEAM MITERS

. Upr 10 10-YEAR WARRANTY

* Now SERVING YOUR AREA *

STEEL, ALUMINUM, & COPPER

Gutter Systems
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10% MIiLITARY &

SENIOR DIScOUNT

(970) 858-1347 ~ FOURSEASONSGUTTERSYSTEMS@YAH00.COM
WWW.FOURSEASONSGUTTER.COM

Upper Cut Carpentry LTD.
CUSTOM HOMES AND REMODELS

Tryllen Richards - Owner
970-296-4870
upcutcarp@gmail.com
Also on Facebook
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ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS

1 & 2 bedroom apartments, Family Living at an affordable price.
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Nucla Family Housing
300 East 3rd Street, Nucla, Colorado
(970) 864-2262

Landmark Management: 712-276-1735 « TTY: 800-659-2656

This institution is an equal opportunity provider
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Nora Davis ownen
(970) 428-2236

Call for an
appointment
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RIMROCKER
B REAL ESTATE®

E-mail:
rimrockerrealestate@gmail.com
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YOUR COMPLETE SIGN SHOP

OPEN MONDAY - FRIDAY 8-5
395 MAIN STREET, NUCLA
WE HAVE 42 YEARS EXPERIENCE

IN CUSTOM DESIGN AND CAN CREATE A

LOGO AND BRING YOUR BRAND TO LIFE'!

gl

Retail Cannabis 21+ years old

Keep it SIMPLE!

NORWOOD LOCATION
OPEN MON - SAT
11am - 7pm Everyday

FARM FRESH FLOWER
GROWN IN
NORWOOD, CO

T:'LI 970.728.1834 - 1630 Grand Ave - Norwood, Co. 81423 |-E

In Washington, D.C.
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Dilyn Alexander, middle, is in a conference for the national 4-H delegation. (Courtesy image)

Hickenlooper visit delayed
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He’s been in meetings with the
Western Slope Farm Bureau, the
Colorado Farm Bureau and the
Cattlewomen’s Association. Rep-
resentatives from the organizations
are planning to attend either the
Grand Junction or Naturita ses-
sions — or both.

John Reams will moderate the
West End meeting on Friday.

7

Speakers will have two minutes
only for public comment. It’s a
listening session, so that Hicken-
looper can hear the concerns of
local constituents.

Pond said he’s spoken enough.
He said it’s time for the locals to
make their voices heard. He asks
that people not be redundant. It’s
not enough to “stand up and state
that you don’t want a monument.”

He said folks need to say why and
how it impacts them specifically.
The reasons and stories are needed.

Law enforcement and news out-
lets will be on site.

Pond attended the gun show
in Cortez over the weekend,
obtaining additional signatures
for the Halt the Dolores Monu-
ment petition. So far, 8,500 have
signed in opposition.

A HUGE
SHOUT OUT

TIMBERLINE

HARDWARE
Locally Owned and Operated

OPEN 7 DAYS AWEEK

NORWOOD
1920 Grand Ave
970-478-7868

TELLURIDE
200 E Colorado Ave
970-728-3640

ACE

Hardware

To all the businesses that advertised in the 2024-2025 NNTC Telephone Directory

With the internet these days, we know a lot of people no longer use the telephone
directory to look up numbers, but we know several in our communities that still rely on
our book. We would like to say THANK YOU to everyone that makes it possible for us to

still publish the NNTC Directory. We sincerely appreciate each of you!

5th Avenue Grill Moore’s Mining

AT’s Meatblock My Place

Basin Clinic Packrat Minnie Storage

Bruin Waste Management Redd’s Mercantile

Co-Op Country Store Rimrock Hotel

Community Bible Fellowship San Miguel Power Association
Hoof & Paw Thrift Store West End Equipment Rentals

Huntem Tire Service & Repair
Kenny’s Tires

THANK YOU!

Nucla-Naturita Telephone Company
NNTC Wireless, LLC

West End Family Link

LY Keep
 IT Local
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@ 3pm

= ) Naturita Library

BRAVE THE
WILD RIVER

The Untold Story of

Community Room

Melissa L. Sevigny grew up in Tucson, Arizona where
she fell in love with the Sonoran Desert’s ecology,
geology and dark desert skies. Her lyrical nonfiction
explores the intersections of science, nature, and
history, with a focus on the American Southwest. For
maore information about Melissa visit her website.
hitps:melissasevigny.comy/

Two Women Who Mapped the Borany of

THE GEHAND CANYON

MELISSA L. SEVIGNY
Bring your own copy or you can purchase Melissa's book on site.
. On site supply will be limited.

*Call ahead to reserve your copy.

107 W, 18l Ave
Naturita, CO 51422
870.7AT 2270

w5l 0 i
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Tommy Terwilliger, LOCSW

Our services cover yo

= Healthcare + Phameacy with Mail Service
U M C « Behavioral Health + Medicnd Enrollment Assistance
s Dental + Finuincial Assistanee for All Services

MEDICAL CENTE

Se Habla Espaiiol

We are committed to providing quality, cost effective, a
in the San Miguel an; ;

™ LR o I T B

Call for an Appointment! (970) 327-4233, (970) 327-0527 (Dental)
Monday-Friday 7:30 am to 5:00 pm. Same day sppointments & extended
hours available. Call for availability, 5

(&
i'*'i'-'." N
., MIDDLE & HIGH SCHOOL ¢

 HORIEWORK GLUB -

N\ IN ROOM #2927

BICYCLE
OuTPOST
& SERVICE
[ SALOON

205 E Main St. Naturita, Colorado
970-275-8310 - paradoxycle@gmail.com

Bryan Littlejohn
Bus: (370) 327-4096 Cell: 428-4{(96
P.O. Box 422, Naturita, CO 81422

Serving our communities
since 1913

&3

CITIZENS
STATE BANK

Located in Naturita
at the corner of Highway 114 & 97
P.O. Box 160 Naturita, CO, 81422

Uranium Price
April 8,2024 - $88.75

Looking to Place
a Classified?

And have
thousands

of people see it?

Place an Ad in the
San Miguel
Basin Forum
Call (970) 864-7425

We advertise on the
following websites:
Zillow, Realtor.com, Homes.com,

Trulia, and Homes and Land
212 East Main Street
aturita lorado 81422
970586522525

97,0%42.852364 @

IVlicheleX970SA17AS103] ™ wes

Sl T e
Discover The Undiscovered

970-865-2525

We are always available to help you
with your REAL ESTATE needs!

Christopher Tooker

Master Electrician
Electrical Contractor
Phone: 970-864-2321

tookeroffice@gmail.com
www.tookerelectric.com

New Construction
Residential

f&dﬁﬂ'ﬁ 5’ Commercial

7 ﬁszﬁ[f y7~ Service

W ILLL.IAM
CONSTRUCTLION

EXCAVATING CONTRACTOR

Aggregate & I
Redi Mix Supplier

Call for a Quote or to Schedule a Delivery
SATURDAY DELIVERIES AVAILABLE I

(970) 729-1085 (970) 327-4218
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WEST END
PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Breakfast Menu
Free For All Kids
Milk Served With All Meals

WEST END
PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Lunch Menu
Free For All Kids
Milk Served With All Meals

WG: Whole Grain / EC: Early Childhood
WG: Whole Grain / EC: Early Childhood

Monday, April 29
Whipped Cream Cheese, Fruit
Toast, Milk, Juice (K-6)

Monday, April 29
Grilled Chicken Bacon
Sandwich, Fries, Salad Bar,
Milk, Peaches (EC/PK)

Tuesday, April 30
Soft Taco, Meat & Beans,
Chips (WG), Salad Bar, Milk,
Pears (EC/PK)

Tuesday, April 30
French Toast (WG), Mixed
Fruit, Milk, Juice (K-6),
Crackers (WG) (EC)

Wednesday, May 1
Sandwich, Chips, Carrots,
Fruit, Water, Milk, Mixed Fruit
(EC/PK)

Chursday, May 2
Cheeseburger Pasta, Green
Beans, Roll, Salad Bar, Milk,
Oranges (EC/PK)

Wednesday, May 1

Smoothie, Graham Crackers,
Milk, Juice (K-6)

Thursday, May 2
English Muffin (WG), Cheese,

Pears, Yogurt, Milk, Juice
(K-6)

“Your One Stop
Shop For All Your
Communication Needs”

NNTC....
Wireless 864-7333

We Meet Your Tire Needs

We Appreciate & Thank You for Your Business

CCTTCIITIIIT W are looking forward
«E’Ws to Serving you.
Fires

Great Tires - Great Deals
29492 Hwy 917, Nucla, GO

(9701 864-2281

EQUIPMENT RENTALS

120 East Main Street - Naturita, Colorado | Propane Sales

(970) 865-2408 e westendequipmentrentals.com | Now Available

West End Montrose County
Sheriff’s Office Blotter

4/4/2024
1101 Hours - Deputy took an infor-

mation report in the 100 block of

West Main Street in Naturita.
1533 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to the 700 block of Maple
Street in Naturita for a suspicious
vehicle.
1613 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to the 800 block of Lincoln
Street in Nucla for a lost property
report.
1708 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to the 200 block of West
Fourth Avenue in Nucla for a pro-
tection order violation.
1910 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to the 200 block of West
Fourth Avenue in Nucla for a juve-
nile problem.
1 directed patrol in Nucla

4/5/2024
0931 Hours - Deputy was dispatched
to the intersection of Highway 97
and Elm Street in Naturita for a
traffic hazard.
1035 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to the 300 block of East
Tenth Avenue in Nucla for a lost
property report.
2125 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to the 400 block of West
Fifth Avenue in Nucla for a medical
assist.
1 directed patrol in Nucla

4/6/2024
1019 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to the 200 block of West
Main Street in Naturita for an infor-
mation report.
1130 Hours - Deputy was dispatched
to the 100 block of Crabtree Road
in Naturita for a weapon offense
report.
1256 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to the 600 block of Grape
Street in Nucla for a medical assist.
1755 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to the 26700 block of Z
Road near Nucla for a fire.
1 directed patrol in Nucla

4/7/2024
1641 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to the 29000 block of 2700
Road near Nucla for an animal
problem.
1752 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to the 900 block of Grape
Street in Nucla for a juvenile prob-
lem.
1916 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to the 100 block of Payson
Street in Naturita for a welfare
check.

4/8/2024

0829 Hours - Deputy took a civil
matter report in the 100 block of
West Main Street in Naturita.
0845 Hours - Deputy took an infor-
mation report in the 300 block of
East Third Avenue in Nucla.
0908 Hours - Deputy took an infor-
mation report in the 800 block of
Elm Street in Naturita.
1949 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to Highway 141 mm 60
near Naturita for a traffic com-
plaint.
1 VIN inspection
2 follow up reports

4/9/2024
1412 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to the 200 block of West
Fourth Avenue in Nucla for a juve-

nile problem.
1541 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to the 200 block of West
Seventh Avenue in Nucla for a
harassment report.
2 VIN inspections

4/10/2024
0410 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to the 600 block of Juniper
Street in Nucla for a 911.
1726 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to the 29000 block of
Highway 97 near Nucla for an ani-
mal problem.
1741 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to the 100 block of West
Main Street in Nucla for a harass-
ment report.
1 VIN inspection

PuBLIC NOTICE

RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE TOWN OF NATURITA. CO
OPPOSITION TO DESIGNATION OF THE DOLORES CANYON NATIONAL MONUMENT
RESOLUTION NO. 2024-R-03

WHEREAS, request for designation by the President of the United States of a National Monument under
the Antiquities Act of 1906 should be reserved for specific, limited situations in which a very specific
antiquity is threatened, and should not be used a substitute for legislation that is broadly supported by
the local communities; and

WHEREAS, a group of activist and special interest organizations are attempting to have a large swath
of land in Montrose and Mesa Counties designated as the Dolores Canyon National Monument, and have
recruited support from national organizations, Front Range, and unaffected West Slope communities, but
have not until recently conducted any discussions with local residents, elected officials or businesses
directly impacted by such designation: and

WHEREAS, Naturita has had a session to hear concerns of local and finds that the overwhelming senti-
ment is against designation of the area as a national monument; and

WHEREAS, the concerns expressed by local residents include potential for limiting or halting current
and future production of vanadium, uranium, and other valuable minerals essential to the development
of clean nuclear energy, as well as the potential limitations of future management of the lands that could
eliminate use of roads and outdoor recreation, such as the Rimrocker Trail, mountain biking and dirt bik-
ing trails, grazing, hunting, loss of water rights, timber production and severely discriminate against the
elderly, disabled and handicapped citizens who would no longer have access: and

WHEREAS, national monuments are managed by federal agencies beyond the control of the local resi-
dents and elected officials, and the terms and conditions for their management can be changed without
essential consideration of costs, detriments, overcrowding of the local communities or the effects to the
economy: and

WHEREAS, the area being proposed for designation is already protected from unfettered development
by designation as a potential wilderness area, and by other management plans adopted by the responsible
federal agencies, including the Bureau of Land Management. and not wishing to be included in the mil-
lions of acres of public lands nationwide that have been closed off by the Department of Interior or the
U8, Forest Service, this designation of a national monument is unnecessary, and

WHEREAS, the Town of Naturita and other surrounding communities have already experienced dev-
astation to our economies through decisions of the federal and state governments to limit or eliminate
the use of coal power, as well as oil and gas development, and are now only beginning to strategize for
recovery with our own viable economic ideas, and desire not to be shut down again by special interest
groups that purposefully included the entire Uravan Mineral Belt in the proposed monument designation
and website that clearly say they want to put a halt to mining, when we sit on the nation’s most abundant
critical mineral supply that will help support our economy, national security, produce clean energy and
lower the dependency of foreign countries as mandated by several House Bills, executive orders and the
Mining Act of 1872;

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE TOWN OF
NATURITA, STATE OF COLORADO THAT:

The Town of Naturita will strongly oppose any effort to designate the Dolores River Canyon National
Monument as proposed and will monitor and update progress of this initiative and strive to actively
oppose including joining litigation to halt such designation as appropriate.

PASSED AND ADOPTED BY THE TOWN OF NATURITA BOARD OF TRUSTEES ON THIS
26th DAY OF MARCH 2024.

TOWN OF NATURITA, COLORADO
ATTEST:

Eugene Greenwood - Mayor

Diana Starks, Town Clerk

Jeff Sonnenberg — Mayor Pro-Tem
Sharon Different — Trustee
Dan Williams — Trustee
John Gist — Trustee
Harold Cowles - Trustee

Published in the San Miguel Basin Forum April 24, 2024

Bachman Law, LL.C

Estate & Medicaid Planning, Probate, LLC Formation,
& Real Estate Transactions

140 E. Main Street

PO Box 158

Naturita, CO 81422

Sara Bactreae

-Attorney at Law-

3

970.865.2440
sara@bachmanlawllc.com
www.bachmanlawcolorado.com

Need a Ride?

All Points Transit can help!

Local Medical, Shopping, Errands & More ._
Regional service to Montrose & Grand Junction

Call 970-249-0128 to Schedule
www.allpointstransit.org

The San Miguel Basin Forum
Is now taking ad sponsors
for the graduation issue.

Sponsors are welcome to
participate for Norwood and
Nucla graduations.

Call the Forum at 970-864-7425.
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STATEPOINT CROSSWORD
THEME: FICTIONAL MOTHERS
ACROSS

1. Bars

6. Escape or flee

9. Green gemstone or
Heather Graham in “The
Hangover”

13. Turning point

14. 34th U.S. Pres

15. Actress Sophia _____

16. Each and all

17. Lake, in France

18. Roof overhangs

19. *Lovable mother of
seven in “Harry Potter” Mrs.

21. *Mother in “The
Terminator,” Sarah ___

23. Not safe, in baseball

24. “Hold on!”

25. Uno ____, in Mexico
28. Iranian monarch

30. Be a go-between

35. Kind of cuckoos

37. Passing mention

39. Dwelled

40. TV show “ 911V

41. *"Beloved” mother

43. Like a tennis skirt

44. Scottish kinship groups
46. Spare in car

47. Email folder

48. Vertical dimension

50. Turf alternative

52. Morse Code dash

53. Hippocratic _____

55. Three, to Caesar

57. *Margaret White’s teleki-
netic daughter

60. *Elizabeth Zottof “____in
Chemistry”

64. Vernacular

65. R&R hot spot

67. Capital of Vietham

68. Yours is as good as mine?
69. Tennis retry

70. Cause anxiety (2 words)
71. Bookie’s quote

72. Well-kept secret, for some
73. Teatime treat

DOWN
1. Do like volcano

CROSSWORD
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CALL CONSUMER CELLULAR

Off First Month
of New Service!
GZ590

888-804-0913

© 2023 Consumer Cellular Inc. For promo detalls please call B38-804-0913

© StatePoint Media

SAE&STEP

W%I_K— INTUB

[ 2 call today and receive a
*— FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
PLUS $1600 OFF

1-855-576-5653

Urey

Offer available

ot timeof

CHLE 10602165

0003445
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2. Honey home

3. Iris holder

4. Human trunk

5. iPad “pen”

6. *Matriarch,

of “The Munsters”
7. *Nadezhda of “The
Americans,” Elizabeth
Jennings, acr.

8. Muhammad’s birthplace
9. Melissa Rivers’ mom

10. Australian slang for
afteroon

11. Widely hunted ruminant
12. Follow ems

15. A particular legume

20. Not pathos

22. Second O in EVOO

24. Kinda white

25. *Mrs. ___ |
Marmee

26. Anoint

27. Red Sea peninsula

29. Drive a getaway car, e.g.
31. Goals

32. Like a Harvard building?
33. Plant-based laxative

34. *___ Bunker, mom to
Gloria in “All in the Family”
36. Dance partner

38. Drive-_____, for short

42. Like a haunted house
45. Daisy dukes, e.g.

49. _  chi

51. Casts a line

54. Popular electric car

56. Newton’s first name

57. Foul substance

58. Matured

59. Bob of “The Joy of
Painting” fame

60. Better than never?

61. On top of

62. “High” time

63. Cosine’s counterpart

64. In the past

66. *"Married...
Children” mom

Munster

a.k.a.

with

Solution
To
Previous
Sudoku
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Fill in the blank squares in the grid, making sure that every
row, column and 3-by-3 box includes all digits 1 through 9.
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Classified Ads

CrLassIFIED AD Poricy & RATES: Rates for each issue:
$12.95 for 25 words and 20¢ for each additional word, Box
Frame: $5.00, Tear Sheet: $1.00, Bold Headi and Text:
$5.00

THANK YOU

CHURCH Famiry

Thank you to the family and friends who attended the services honor-
ing Buddy Church. It meant so much for us to see you there. We have
appreciated all your support during this difficult time in our lives. There
are not enough words to fully express our heartlelt gratitude for the
love, sympathy, and support you have extended to the family. Thank
you to our family, friends, and the community for your thoughts and

prayers.
A7 1-PCC

SCHOOL BUS DRIVERS NEEDED

Norwood School District is willing to pay for CDL training and certi-
fication. Must pass a Class B CDL with S&P endorsement, CDL Drug
Test & Physical. The full job description is located on our website,
please follow the link/URL https://www.norwoodk12.org/domain/181

and click on “Click here for job listings and to apply online”.
7-8T-C

NUCLA-NATURITA TELEPHONE COMPANY
HELP WANTED - FIELD TECHNICIAN

NNTC....

Wireless

as installations, repairs, and maintenance throughout our service ter-

Nucla-Naturita
Company is looking for a Field

Telephone

Technician to join our team. The

Zi]_)pli('ﬁllf \Vi]l L‘Ol]dllCT SUCI] \’\«’Ol”k

ritory. Normal work schedule is Monday through Friday 8 a.m. to
5 p.m., but applicant must be willing to work after hours, overtime
and to be on call. Other duties and responsibilities, such as locates,
may be assigned. Applicant must be willing to do pre-employment

Cll”Ug SCI‘CCIIiIIg.

Job Requirements:
-High School or Equivalent Certificate
-Valid Driver’s License and Good driving record

Applications are available for pickup at 421 Main Street, Nucla and
can be returned to the Business Office or you may send a resume to

nntc@nntewireless.com.
44 TFN-C

NORWOOD PUBLIC SCHOOLS IS HIRING
¢ PK-12 Principal

e Ki ndergarten Teacher

¢  Spanish/English Language Learner Teacher
e 5th Grade Teacher
*  6th Grade Teacher

¢  Paraprofessionals (1/2 or Full-time)

The full job postings are located on our website, please follow the
link/URL https://www.norwoodk12.org/domain/181 and click on
“Click here for job listings and to apply online”.

46-4T-C

DELTA SALES YARD - MARKET REPORT

3.50-4.05
3.20-3.65
2.85-3.20
2.60-2.70

300-4004 HEIFERS
400-500# HEIFERS
500-600# HEIFERS
600-7004 HEIFERS
700-8004 HEIFERS
800-900# HEIFERS
Medium bulls

335395
290-335
275290
230-2.70
225235
1.90-2.10
1.20-1.30
1.18-1 40top of 1.40
1.00below

300-400# STEERS
400-500# STEERS
500-600# STEERS
600-700# STEERS
700-800# STEERS
800-900# STEERS
Top bulls

Young Cows
Medium cows

1.45-1.80
1.10-1.18

Top cows
Low-yielding cows

SPRING SALES EVERY WEEK IN MARCH, APRIL AND MAY!

NEXT WEEK: Special Goats & Sheep Sale. Along with
our regular cattle sale. 15 pairs, 6 bred cows, 5 grass
calves, 9 butcher cows, 6 butcher bulls. Along with our

usual dock run of 100-200.
UP COMING SALES

Special Alternative Animal Sale — Saturday May 4“‘. Zebu; Yak;
Highlanders; Mini Hereford, Dexter; Lamas; Lowline’s; Mini donkeys; alpaca;
Water buffalo etc. If you would like to consign for this sale, please call the
office @ 970-874-4612

Complete dispersal of 75 Highlander cows . 10yrling bulls, 10yrling heifers,10- 2 yr old
open heifer 9- 2 yr old steers, 30 running age cows, 2 pairs , 3 bulls. 6 Watusis ( 2 cows,
2 hfrs, 2 strs.) , 1 mini herford bull, 1 mini herford pair.

NEXT SPECIAL HORSE SALE Saturday, JUNE 1ST
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YOUTH

Mustang baseball

Paxtin Caruso is first baseman. (Photos by Brandie McCabe)

Track and field continues

Austin Garvey is a hurdler and set a personal record recently. (Photos by Keiran Bray)



