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Shirley Barnes and Monica Odom serve at the senior meals luncheon in Nucla March 27. (Photo by Regan Tuttle)
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Advocates answer questions; 
Pond gets hacked

By REGAN TUTTLE, Editor 

The S an M ig uel  Basin F orum  
had  a v irtual  m eeting  M on-
d ay  w ith Am b er C l ark,  of 

D ol ores R iv er Boating  Ad v ocates,  
and  M ason O sg ood ,  of S heep 
M ountain Al l iance.  The F orum  
asked  a few  q uestions in l ig ht of 
the ong oing  d isag reem ent of a 
potential  national  m onum ent al ong  
the D ol ores R iv er.  

How can we advocate for boat-
ing when there is no water in the 
river?  

C l ark said  the prev ious national  
conserv ation area ( N C A)  w ork that 

has b een d one incl ud es fl ow  and  
nativ e fish.  S he said  a col l ab orativ e 
forum  w as estab l ished ,  and  then a 
fish m onitoring  team .  S he said  the 
g roup has g athered  science and  
w orked  w ith C ol orad o P arks and  
Wil d l ife and  F ort L ew is C ol l eg e to 
hav e conv ersations that b est util iz e 
w ater in the y ears that the D ol ores 
R iv er runs.  S he said  there’ s a d esire 
to ad d ress nativ e fish.

O sg ood  said  his g roup is focused  
on the trib utaries that g o into the 
riv er from  m onsoonal  fl ow s.  H e 
said  that’ s som etim es al l  the fish 
need .  H e said  cl im ate is im pacting  
the w atershed ,  b ut it’ s stil l  ful l  of 
l ife.  

Are you against uranium?
C l ark said  the l ast m onum ent 

d raft m ap w as m eant to b e a d is-
cussion d raft,  and  ad v ocates are 
interested  in l earning  ab out con-
cerns that coul d  infl uence a pro-
posal  m ap.  

“ We are l ooking  at pl aces of 
hig h concern or other issues fol ks 
are thinking  ab out, ”  she said .  “ We 
are not anti- m ining  or anti- ura-
nium .  We b el iev e a b al ance can b e 
struck. ”

O sg ood  said  his g roup m aintains 
8 9  percent of prod uctiv e m ining  
cl aim s,  or those cl ose to prod uc-
tion,  are outsid e of the b ound ary .

By REGAN TUTTLE, Editor  

The senior m eal s pro-
g ram  in N ucl a is thriv -
ing  w ith an av erag e of 
5 0  peopl e com ing  to 
b oth Wed nesd ay  and  

F rid ay  l uncheons.  Whil e  the V ol -
unteers of Am erica had  b een run-
ning  the prog ram  prev iousl y ,  it w as 
paused  d uring  the C O V I D  pan-
d em ic.  I n 2 0 2 2 ,  it b eg an ag ain w ith 
j ust one m eal  m onthl y .  With True 
N orth Youth P rog ram ’ s assistance,  
the prog ram  w as reestab l ished .  

Then,  the b oard ,  N ucl a- N aturita 
S enior C itiz ens,  d ecid ed  to facil -
itate the l uncheons them sel v es.  

With the support of g rants and  
d onations,  the m eal s hav e b ecom e 
one of the b ig g est recurring  ev ents 
in the West E nd .  S om etim es a few  
from  N orw ood  attend ;  O thers from  
P arad ox  al so com e.  

O n the b oard  currentl y  are J ohn 
N el son ( presid ent) ,  M onica O d om  
( v ice presid ent) ,  Terri J am ison 
( secretary )  and  S herry  C raig  ( trea-
surer) ,  al ong  w ith C arl a H ol d er,  
N anette H ib b ert,  N ancy  L ong ,  
L y nn E rtel l  and  R od ney  and  J anice 
Al l en.  They ’ re w orking  tog ether 
to prod uce the w eekl y  l uncheons,  
and  they ’ re g rateful  for g rants that 
enab l e them  to g et item s from  the 
F R E S H  F ound ation in N orw ood .  

Ad d itional l y ,  they  m ake trips to 
a g rocery  in M ontrose or G rand  
J unction —  not special  trips,  b ut 
w hen a b oard  m em b er is g oing .

M ostl y ,  the w ork is d one throug h 
l ocal  v ol unteerism ,  thoug h the 
cook’ s position is paid .  H ib b ert 
has b een cooking  b ut aim s to step 
d ow n,  and  the b oard  is seeking  her 
repl acem ent.

D oors open earl ier on Wed nes-
d ay s and  F rid ay s at 3 8 6  M ain S t.  
in N ucl a,  and  usual l y  the seniors 
g ather to social iz e at 1 1  a. m . ,  
thoug h the m eal  is serv ed  at noon.

“ They  enj oy  v isiting , ”  said  C raig  
in an interv iew  M arch 2 7  d uring  a 

MUNCIPAL 

New trustees, 
in� ux of dogs, 

upgrades 
nearly 

complete
By REGAN TUTTLE, Editor 

Tuesd ay ,  April  2 ,  w as el ec-
tion d ay  for m unicipal ities,  
b ut tw o of three l ocal  tow ns 

cancel l ed  their el ections al tog ether,  
since they  w ere not necessary .  

I n N orw ood ,  J am ie S chul tz  
w as running  for a trustee seat,  
b ut d ropped  out of the race l ast 
w eek.  As a resul t,  S haw n F al l on 
and  M ichael  G rad y  w il l  b e seated  
on N orw ood ’ s Tow n Board  of 
Trustees.  

“ Both are d ecl ared  el ected  since 
they  are now  running  unopposed , ”  
N orw ood  Tow n C l erk Am and a 
P ierce tol d  the F orum  l ast F rid ay ,  
after she’ d  m ad e the announce-
m ent that the el ection had  b een 
cancel l ed .  

F al l on has b een serv ing  the 
N orw ood  b oard  al read y ;  G rad y  
w il l  b e a new  trustee.  S chul tz  had  
b een m ay or pro tem ,  so now  a new  
m ay or pro tem  m ust b e chosen in 
N orw ood .  

S chul tz  tol d  the F orum  she and  
her husb and  are upd ating  their 
b usiness hours for D ark S ky  P ie,  
w hich w il l  confl ict w ith b oard  
m eeting s.  

I n N ucl a,  Tow n C l erk M el issa 
L am pshire cancel l ed  the el ection 
w eeks ag o w hen the num b er of 
official  cand id ates eq ual ed  the 
av ail ab l e trustee positions.  To b e 
seated  in N ucl a are Tim othy  W.  
P ierce,  P enni E .  Berry  and  Thom as 
S cott Barnes.

“ Tim  has b een serv ing  for the 
l ast tw o y ears,  P enni since 2 0 1 7 , ”  
L am pshire said .  

Barnes has not serv ed  b efore.
“ We w il l  sw ear them  in on the 

1 0 th at the b eg inning  of our m eet-
ing ,  and  then w e w il l  g et d ow n to 
b usiness, ”  the cl erk ad d ed .

F or N aturita,  it w as a real  race,  
w ith J ohn G ist,  K enith K irb y ,  
S usan K el l ey ,  H arol d  C ow l es and  
Brock Benson v y ing  for three 
trustee seats av ail ab l e.  They ’ d  par-
ticipated  in a cand id ate F orum  tw o 
w eeks ag o.  

I n other el ection new s,  com m u-
nication special ist for S an M ig uel  
P ow er Association Al ex  S hel l ey  
tol d  the F orum  he w il l  announce 
the cand id ates for the pow er coop-
erativ e’ s b oard  el ection on April  
2 4 .  At l east tw o w il l  b e running  for 
el ection in the West E nd  territory .  

Hoof & Paw receives 
influx  of canines 

S usan K el l ey ,  representativ e of 
H oof & P aw ,  the anim al  shel ter 
and  nonprofit in N aturita,  tol d  the 
F orum  that the org aniz ation j ust 
renov ated  its cat room .

SOLAR 

Norwood 
community 
comments 

on dra�  
solar regs

By REGAN TUTTLE, Editor 

San M ig uel  C ounty  hel d  a j oint 
m eeting  in Tel l urid e and  N or-
w ood ,  a w ork session w ith 

a Z oom  option too,  on M arch 2 7 .  
Approx im atel y  1 0  peopl e m et l iv e 
in Tel l urid e,  4 0  in N orw ood  and  at 
l east another 4 2  on Z oom  for the 
9 : 3 0  a. m .  session to d iscuss the 
sol ar d raft reg ul ations that l asted  
sev eral  hours.  

F irst,  pl anning  d irector K ay e 
S im onson g av e a presentation of the 
current d raft reg ul ations,  ex pl aining  
som e of the d etail s.  C om m issioners 
and  the pl anning  com m ission al so 
asked  q uestions,  and  then the pub -
l ic m ad e com m ents.  

S im onson ex pl ained  the m ora-
torium  on sol ar d ev el opm ent ( not 
sm al l - scal e thoug h)  l asts until  M ay  
2 0 2 4 ,  a ful l  y ear from  its im pl e-
m entation in 2 0 2 3 .  O n April  2 4 ,  
thoug h,  the county  m ay  v ote to 
ex tend  the m oratorium ,  since the 
sol ar reg ul ations w on’ t b e ad opted  
until  J une 2 6 .  

P l anning  com m ission b oard  
m em b er J ossel in L ifton- Z ol ine 
inq uired  ab out the potential  to 
incentiv iz e “ l ifetim e”  for sol ar 
proj ects,  not assum e proj ects w il l  
hav e a 3 0 - y ear l ifespan.  S he said  
these thing s shoul d  continue to b e 
useful .  

And ,  the com m issioners and  staff 
d iscussed  the id ea that the county  
has to hav e a perm itted  use to b e 
ab l e to m itig ate sol ar.  S im onson 
further ex pl ained  this to the F orum  
on F rid ay .  

“ I f w e d on’ t hav e reg ul ations that 
are specific to sol ar facil ities,  then 
w e w oul d  hav e to resort to using  the 
ex isting  g eneric special - use perm it 
stand ard s in our l and - use cod e,  
w hich are m uch l ess d etail ed , ”  she 
said .  “ The ful l  answ er w ith al l  the 
‘ w hy s’  and  l eg al  req uirem ents is 
actual l y  m uch m ore com pl icated  
( an upper- l ev el  pl anning  and  l and -
use course) ,  b ut that’ s the g ist of it. ”

C om m issioner Anne Brow n said  
she w orried  sol ar energ y  isn’ t com -
patib l e w ith N orw ood ’ s m aster pl an 
at al l .  S im onson said  appl icants 
m ust d em onstrate v isual  im pacts.  

C om m issioner K ris H ol strom  
encourag ed  consid ering  an “ ex tra-
l arg e categ ory ”  as an upper l im it.  
L ee Tay l or,  chairm an of the b oard ,  
m entioned  an ind ustrial  categ ory  at 
the top that coul d  b e ex cl ud ed  from  
the county ’ s pl ans al tog ether.  

C ounty  representativ es al so d is-
cussed  there b eing  not m uch room  
on Wrig ht’ s M esa for sol ar any w ay ,  
and  that the BL M  has m any  restric-
tions al read y .  Brow n asked  w hy  the 
county  shoul d  b e l ess restrictiv e 

NUCLA

Senior luncheon 
program thrives

Cont. on Pg. 3

Cont. on Pg. 5



2  ·  S an M ig uel  Basin F orum  ·  Wed nesd ay ,  April  3 ,  2 0 2 4

History: Rimrocker Historical Society

A poem for Paradox Valley
By J ANE THOMPSON, Rimrocker Historical Society

Tanya Morlang, Associate Broker

Cell: (970) 729-0658

E-Mail: tanyamorlang1@gmail.com

Office: (970) 327-4114

1533 Grand Avenue,

Norwood, CO 81423

At Pine Cone Realty we don’t just sell properties, we fulfill dreams, while making lifelong relationships. Our name 
has become synonymous with trust, reliability, and unparalleled client satisfaction.

◊#1 Brokerage in sales volume since 2008 for Norwood, Redvale, Nucla, and Naturita combined.

◊ Two MLS services: Montrose MLS and Telluride MLS.

◊ Specializing in residential, land, commercial, and investment.

◊ Advertisements in all major public internet sites.

Contact me today for a free market 

analysis to find out what your property 

value is, or just to chat about real 

estate. Looking forward to helping you 

with all your real estate needs.

Som etim es I  j ust hav e to g o 
b ack and  rev isit M arie Tem -
pl eton’ s history  col um ns.  

M arie Tem pl eton w rote the articl es 
for the S an M ig uel  Basin F orum  
for 2 0  y ears.  S he w as a w ond erful  
historian.  I  w il l  nev er b e ab l e to fil l  
her shoes,  b ut I  d o enj oy  g oing  b ack 
and  l ooking  throug h her stories for 
inspiration.

I  found  a g reat poem  ab out P ara-
d ox  that M arie used  in her col um n 
in the J ul y  2 6 ,  2 0 0 1  issue of the 
F orum .  I  thoug ht it w as fitting  for 
the tim es.  P arad ox  has l ost a l ot of 
thing s in the l ast few  y ears and  w il l  
l ose a l ot m ore if this new  m onu-
m ent is procl aim ed .  They  l ost their 
school  and  their l ib rary ,  a b ig  l oss 
to their sense of com m unity .  They  
recentl y  l ost their transfer station for 
their trash.  There are other thing s 
that they  hav e l ost,  b ut I ’ l l  l et som e-
one el se tal k ab out those thing s.  
When y ou l ook into the history  
of the P arad ox  V al l ey ,  there hav e 
b een other d ow nturns for the v al l ey  
fol ks,  and  they  al w ay s rise ab ov e 
and  persev ere rig ht throug h.  They  
w il l  this tim e too,  b ut I  thoug ht I ’ d  
share this poem  this w eek and  g iv e 
us al l  som e encourag em ent.

Accord ing  to M arie,  “ E m m a 
P roctor g av e this poem  to m e.  S he 
said  that O rv il l e H opper g av e it 
to M arg uerite C ol om b o and  that 
som ehow ,  she and  Bob  end ed  up 
w ith it. ”  

I t’ s not cl ear if M r.  H opper w rote 
the poem  or g ot it from  som eone 
el se.

Parad ox
S hut in b y  g iant rib s
O f nature’ s m asonry ,  

L ies as b ig  a l ittl e v al l ey
As one coul d  hope to see.

With d istance so d eceptiv e
I t l ooks l ike a l ittl e pl ace,  
But try  to g o across it
And  y ou find  a l ot of space.

There’ s a contag ion of enchant-
m ent
I n that rim ’ s enorm ity .
Where m assiv e rocks keep b eck-
oning
To v istas w id e and  free.

A com m unity  set so w id e apart,
As if nature tried  to spare
The w ay  of l ife and  custom s
O f the peopl e l iv ing  there.

After al l ,  there’ s l ots of l iv ing  there
E v en thoug h the pl ace is sm al l .
When there is a party  at the school -
house,  
There is room  enoug h for al l .

The school  and  church and  b anq uet 
hal l
Are cov ered  b y  one roof.  
The w ay  the sy stem  w orks,  
I  think,  is far ab ov e reproof.

The feel ing  that one has a pl ace
I n each civ ic schem e or pl an
H as a tend ency  to b ring  out
What g ood  there is in any  m an.

N o id l e rich are here
To m ar the sim pl icity  of the pl ace.
The tow n is scarce a tow n at al l ,
I t d oesn’ t fil l  m uch space.

The poor ones there are w orking
To m ake their l iv ing  sure,
But the rich ones w ork the hard est

To keep from  g etting  poor.

The “ O pen F orum ”  is the b ench
There in the v il l ag e store.
Where the pros and  cons g et airing ,  
Then g et d iscussed  som e m ore.  

O f course,  fol ks know  y our b usi-
ness
J ust ab out as w el l  as y ou.
But if y ou’ re real l y  on the sq uare,
What’ s the d ifference if they  d o.

There are no cops or courts of l aw ,
There real l y  is no need .
Where honesty ’ s the custom
And  “ F air P l ay ”  is the creed .

D em ocracy  has sl ipped  a b it,
But I  b el iev e it’ s pl ain
There is stil l  a l ot of hope for it,  
Whil e such com m unities rem ain.
—  Author U nknow n

O ur l ittl e com m unities of P ar-
ad ox  V al l ey  fit this poem  to a tee.  
Thing s hav e chang ed  a l ittl e b it 
ov er the y ears since this w as prob a-
b l y  w ritten.  As I  m entioned ,  they  no 
l ong er hav e their school ,  l ib rary  or 
a pl ace to hol d  a l arg e ev ent.  They  
sure hav e w orked  hard  to preserv e 
their historic l ittl e red  church as a 
com m unity  center,  and  I  hear it’ s 
w orth a trip for b reakfast there once 
a m onth.  They  d on’ t hav e a g rocery  
store or g as station,  so they  hav e to 
pl an out w here they  g et their nex t 
g al l ons of m il k and  g as.  You d on’ t 
w ant to run out of either one!  But 
they  are upb eat and  hopeful  and  a 
m ore cheerful  and  kind  l ot of peo-
pl e y ou’ l l  prob ab l y  nev er find .  

H ats off to those hearty  v al l ey  
fol ks.

This 1975 photo shows Bob and Emma Proctor, longtime Paradox Valley pioneers. 
(Image Courtesy of the Rimrocker Historical Society)

Correction

In last week’s edition of the San Miguel Basin Forum, the story 
“Basin Clinic to receive $250k from county” reported Nichole Long’s 
view that UMC in Norwood couldn’t handle an influx of new patients. 
While this was mentioned in the Basin Clinic board meeting March 
20, UMC representatives let the Forum know last week that Long 
hasn’t been at UMC in three years, and the quote was outdated for the 
purpose of the story. 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Why the disconnect?
Dear Editor,

After three hours of im pas-
sioned  pub l ic testim ony  to the S an 
M ig uel  C ounty  j oint w orkshop on 
sol ar d ev el opm ent,  one resound ing  
m essag e rang  cl ear:   Whil e there 
is support for sol ar d ev el opm ent,  
Wrig ht’ s M esa is not the optim al  
l ocation for l arg e- scal e ind ustrial  
proj ects.  The com m unity ’ s pl ea is 
sim pl e:   R em ov e Wrig ht’ s M esa 
R ural  Ag ricul ture from  consid -
eration for such end eav ors —  an 
id ea initial l y  cham pioned  b y  for-
m er C ounty  C om m issioner Art 
G ood tim es.

D espite echoing  sentim ents from  
b oth com m issioners and  pl anning  
b oard  m em b ers,  S an M ig uel  P l an-
ning  D irector K ay e S im onson and  
staff persist in l isting  Wrig ht’ s 
M esa R ural  Ag ricul ture for l arg e-
scal e sol ar d ev el opm ent.  The 
rational e offered  —  that such d es-
ig nation w oul d  shiel d  the area from  
potential  sol ar proj ects on ad j a-
cent fed eral  l and s m anag ed  b y  the 
F orest S erv ice and  BL M  —  raises 
l eg itim ate q uestions ab out the 
appl icab il ity  of county  reg ul ations 
to fed eral  d ev el opm ent.

C oncerned  citiz ens rig htl y  q ues-
tion the integ rity  of this arg um ent,  
especial l y  consid ering  the ex haus-
tiv e N E P A process al read y  m an-
d ated  for fed eral  l and s,  com pl ete 
w ith rob ust pub l ic com m ent peri-
od s and  ex pert rev iew s.  This d iv er-
sionary  tactic,  intentional  or not,  
fail s to ad d ress the com m unity ’ s 
core concerns.

O ur ask rem ains unchang ed :   
R em ov e Wrig hts M esa R ural  Ag ri-
cul ture z oning  from  consid eration 
for l arg e- scal e ind ustrial  sol ar 
proj ects.

Thank y ou,

Protect Wright’s Mesa 
Community Coalition

NORWOOD

Thank you 
Dear Editor, 

The N ucl a- N aturita S enior 
C itiz ens w oul d  l ike to thank the 
com m unities for their ong oing  
support.  O ur senior l unch pro-
g ram ,  Wed nesd ay s and  F rid ay s at 
noon,  rel ies on ad d itional  d ona-
tions to keep us prov id ing  nutri-
tious food  and  social  opportunities 
for an av erag e of 5 0  peopl e per 
m eal .  S o to al l  our contrib utors 
w ho hav e com e throug h this y ear,  
a b ig  “ thank y ou, ”  incl ud ing  West 
E nd  P ay  it F orw ard  Trust,  R ocky  
M ountain H eal th F ound ation,  
K enneth G ol d m an F am il y  F oun-
d ation,  F resh F ood  H ub ,  Tow ns 
of N ucl a and  N aturita,  N N TC ,  
W. E .  M echanical ,  V ista R eal ty ,  M y  

P l ace,  Trinity  Baptist,  R eam s C on-
struction,  N aturita S al es,  Wal k- I n 
L iq uor,  F am il y  M arket,  Bachm an 
L aw ,  and  the m any  ind iv id ual  sup-
porters w ho d onate m oney ,  g ood s 
and  tim e.

Board of Nucla-Naturita 
Senior Citizens

WEST END

To Whom It 
May Concern
Dear Editor, 

U ncom pahg re M ed ical  C enter 
( U M C )  has read  w ith interest recent 
articl es concerning  fund ing  reg ard -
ing  the Basin C l inic.  U M C  initial l y  
fel t this w as a topic of d iscussion 
b etw een the Basin C l inic and  
M ontrose C ounty  C om m ission-
ers.  Therefore,  U M C  respectful l y  
chose to not enter the d iscussion at 
that tim e.  

R ecent articl es,  how ev er,  hav e 
reported  statem ents,  attrib uted  to 
U M C ,  w hich w ere not accurate 
and  com pel  a response.  F or ex am -
pl e,  w e can state that reports that 
U M C  has l im ited  capacity  to see 
ad d itional  patients are not accurate.  
Ad d itional l y ,  w e note the q uote 
from  som eone w ho has not w orked  
at U M C  for three y ears.  U M C  
w oul d  l ike to share that w e ind eed  
hav e capacity ,  as refl ected  b y  
recent recruitm ent of b oth a second  
b oard - certified  fam il y  m ed icine 
phy sician and  a certified  reg istered  
nurse practitioner ( in ad d ition to 
our certified  phy sician assistant)  
and  hav e incorporated  into the 
U M C  strateg ic pl an recruitm ent of 
ad d itional  staff as necessary .  

I n serv ice to the l ocal  com m u-
nity ,  l ast y ear U M C  treated  b etw een 
3 0 %  and  4 6 %  of the resid ents in 
West M ontrose C ounty .  We al so 
hav e a b ehav ioral  heal th special ist 
on staff and  operate urg ent/ em er-
g ent serv ices.

U M C  w ishes to recog niz e that the 
inform ation that has b een reported  
reg ard ing  U M C  is not the ful l  story .  
P l ease see the attached  l etter to the 
M ontrose C ounty  C om m issioners 
in F eb ruary  outl ining  U M C ’ s ex pe-
rience.  U M C  b el iev es that d el iv -
ering  heal th care in the frontier is 
an honor and  rem ains read y  to tal k 
w ith al l  appropriate stakehol d -
ers on this topic.  U M C  w il l  con-
tinue to serv e the com m unity  w ith 
national l y  reg ard ed  q ual ity  care 
and  innov ation in heartfel t serv ice 
throug hout our entire serv ice area,  
incl ud ing  West M ontrose C ounty :

Staff & Board of Uncompahgre 
Medical Center

Cont. on Pg. 8
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31186 Highway 145
Naturita, Colorado

(970) 864-7531
www.bruinwastemanagement.com

Residential, Commercial, 
Recycle, Portable Toilets & 

Roll O� Dumpsters

We now o�er luxury portable 
toilet rentals for all of your 

event needs!

SERVING THE COMMUNITIES OF: 
Nucla, Naturita, Redvale, 

Norwood, Telluride, Ridgway, 
Log Hill, Delta, and Montrose

We are looking forward 
to Serving you.

Great Tires - Great Deals
29492 Hwy 97, Nucla, CO

(970) 864-2287

We Meet Your Tire Needs
We Appreciate & Thank You for Your Business

ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS
1 & 2 bedroom apartments, Family Living at an affordable price.

Nucla Family Housing
300 East 3rd Street, Nucla, Colorado

(970) 864-2262

Landmark Management: 712-276-1735  •  TTY: 800-659-2656
This institution is an equal opportunity provider

*  now serVing yoUr area *  

Four Seasons
Gutter Systems

Q UALITy SERV ICE IN WESTERN

COLORADO SINCE 1 9 8 9

•            seamless 5 ”  & 6 ”  k- style

•    H and CUt,  single seam miters

•          steel,  alUminUm,  & Copper

•              Up to 1 0 - year warranty

(970) 858-1347  ~  FOURSEASONSGUTTERSYSTEMS@YAHOO.COM
WWW.FOURSEASONSGUTTER.COM

1 0 %  military &
senior disCoUnt

H e ad d ed  he’ s spoken w ith 
M akay l a G ord on,  of West E nd  
E conom ic D ev el opm ent C orpo-
ration,  and  und erstand s there’ s a 
new  w orl d  of recl am ation technol -
og y  that can cl ean up and  harness 
tail ing s.  H e said  he know s there’ s 
m oney  to b e m ad e and  a l ot of 
unrecl aim ed  m ines ex ist.  

Are you referring to Disa Tech-
nologies?  ( Disa Technologies, 
Inc. uses an ablation method to 
isolate target minerals and miti-
gate environmental impacts.)

O sg ood  said  he w as,  al ong  w ith 
other tech com panies that recl aim .  
H e said  he know s there’ s an eco-
nom ic b enefit,  and  recl am ation 
is al l ow ed  w ithin national  m onu-
m ents.  H e said  it’ s ex citing  for the 
com m unity .  

C l ark said  ex isting  rig hts con-
tinue,  as her fact sheet ex pl ains.  S he 
said  protected  und er m onum ent 
status are v al id ,  ex isting  l eases.  S he 
said  com panies and  peopl e are pro-
tected ,  as is happening  in C any on 
of the Ancients,  w here 8 5  percent 
of l eases are hel d  in prod uction.  

What about access, though?  
With a monument, people are 
concerned access is limited. 

C l ark said  access rem ains 
av ail ab l e.  

“ I f y ou hav e a v al id ,  ex isting  
rig ht,  it’ s the sam e as priv ate prop-
erty ,  surface l and  —  y ou hav e a 
rig ht to access that, ”  she said .  “ A 
cl aim  is the sam e thing ,  y ou hav e 
rig ht to access. ”

Do you know about small- scale 
nuclear reactors, in light of the 
mandates for clean power and 
the coal market being dimin-
ished, and the push to move away 
from fossil fuels?

O sg ood  said  he’ s b een tracking  
it.  H e said  he know s one has b een 
approv ed  in I d aho,  and  U tah is 

eng ag ed  in the conv ersation.  
“ I  d on’ t know  enoug h d etail s to 

com m ent, ”  he said .  
H e ad d ed  there are m any  l ocal  

conv ersations ab out sol ar energ y ,  
som ething  he said  is ex citing  for 
b uil d ing  resil iency .  

Is the NCA dead in the water?  
C l ark said  she d id n’ t think so.  

Thoug h,  she d isting uished  b etw een 
the southern N C A that is m ov ing  
throug h the process in the state 
C ong ress.  S he’ s w aiting  to hear on 
the H ouse sid e,  after it unanim ousl y  
passed  in the S enate.  S he said  the 
M ontrose and  M esa counties issue 
is com pl etel y  separate,  how ev er,  
as the N C A m ov ing  throug h the 
H ouse has to d o w ith S an M ig uel ,  
M ontez um a and  D ol ores counties.

Can the commissioners of 
Montrose and Mesa counties 
change their minds and revisit 
the NCA for the north?

C l ark said  that’ s “ tricky . ”  The 
southern part of the D ol ores is 
m ov ing  throug h the N C A process,  
and  it’ s al read y  b een tried  in the 
north.  S he said  that’ s w hy  the m on-
um ent d esig nation is on the tab l e.  

But wasn’t that because the 
NCA boundaries included the 
Uravan Mineral Belt, which cre-
ated a stalemate in negotiation?  

C l ark said  ad v ocates tried  to 
l ook at b ound aries w ith the West-
ern S m al l  M iners U nion and  M on-
trose C ounty .  S he said  the m iners 
union w as supportiv e,  b ut the 
com m issioners w ere not.  S he’ s not 
personal l y  interested  in “ recreating  
or rew riting  history ”  w ith the N C A 
in the north.  S he stil l  d oesn’ t ful l y  
und erstand  M ontrose C ounty ’ s 
ab rupt d ecision to pul l  out.  

On the other side
S ean P ond ,  of N ucl a,  and  l ead ing  

the H al t the D ol ores R iv er M onu-
m ent g roup,  tol d  the F orum  S und ay  

his w eb pag es w ere hacked  E aster 
w eekend ,  incl ud ing  his b usiness 
pag e West E nd  E q uipm ent R ental s,  
his personal  F aceb ook pag e,  and  
al so the opposition g roup’ s F ace-
b ook pag e.  H e said  it seem ed  sus-
picious,  and  b ecause P aul a Brow n 
and  K atey  H erl and ,  w ho’ v e b een 
v ocal  in the m onum ent opposition,  
hav e al so b een hacked .  

P ond  spoke to approx im atel y  
2 3 0  peopl e in M ontrose on M arch 
3 0  for an opposition m eeting .  
There G eorg e G l asier,  of Western 
U ranium  and  V anad ium ,  spoke.  O n 
Tuesd ay ,  P ond ,  M ontrose C ounty  
C om m issioner S ue H ansen and  
Aim ee Tooker,  of the J ust Tran-
sition Ad v isory  C om m ittee,  d id  a 
pod cast on m onum ent opposition.  
P ond  d id  a rad io b road cast after-
w ard  w ith L ou S tark,  running  for 
com m issioner D istrict 1  in M on-
trose C ounty .  

This w eek,  he’ s al so head ed  to 
the G O P  assem b l y  in P ueb l o to 
speak to 3 , 0 0 0  peopl e,  testify ing ,  
and  asking  for a v ote of opposition 
w ith reg ard  to the m onum ent.

The F orum  asked  P ond  if he 
w oul d  support an N C A,  if the m on-
um ent cam e off the tab l e.  P ond  
said  m onum ent opponents b el iev e 
ad eq uate protections are al read y  
in pl ace,  and  the D ol ores R iv er 
V al l ey  d oesn’ t need  any thing  el se.  
But,  the N C A is the “ l esser of tw o 
ev il s, ”  and  he w oul d  support that as 
a com prom ise.  

H e’ s not g iv ing  up j ust y et that 
the id ea of an N C A for the north —  
M ontrose and  M esa counties —  is 
ov er.  

H e ad d ed  he’ s m et J ohn Whitney ,  
S enator M ichael  Bennet’ s aid e,  and  
that he’ s asking  to rev isit the con-
v ersation ab out the N C A.  H e’ s 
al so speaking  to com m issioners in 
M esa and  M ontrose counties too.  

P ond  w oul d  l ike to av oid  the 
m onum ent for al l .  H e said  it w oul d  
b e l ess restrictiv e and  a rel ief to 
stakehol d ers.  

Advocates answer questions
Cont. from Pg. 1

RECIPE

A twist on my family’s 
Midwestern ham sliders 

By REGAN TUTTLE, Editor

M y  fam il y  has m ad e a 
v ersion of ham  sl id ers 
for y ears.  I t’ s som e-

thing  w e m ig ht fix  for a fam il y  

g athering ,  som e inform al  cel e-
b ration.  Whil e the orig inal  recipe 
—  I  d on’ t know  w here it cam e 
from  —  cal l ed  for K ing ’ s H aw ai-
ian rol l s,  I  b uy  U d i’ s g l uten- free 
ham b urg er b uns,  and  sub sti-

tute.  H ow ev er,  I  hav e heard  that 
S prout’ s M arket in G rand  J unc-
tion d oes carry  a g l uten- free pack 
of H aw aiian rol l s.  I  serv e w ith 
chips and  d ip,  and  usual l y  pickl es 
and  ol iv es.

Marinated Ham 
and Swiss Sliders 
Ingredients 
A package and a half of Udi’s 

hamburger buns (or one 
package of King’s Hawaiian 
rolls)

1 pound of deli ham, shaved 
1 pound of Swiss cheese, 

thinly shaved
1.5 stick of butter, melted 
1.5 tsp. Grey Poupon or 

dijon mustard
1.5 tsp. Worcestershire sauce
1.5 tsp. Dried onion, minced

Directions 
With the butter melted, stir in 
the dijon, Worcestershire and 
onion. Mix. 
Lay the bottom halves of 
buns in a 9X13 baking dish. 
(Set tops to the side. If using 
King’s Hawaiian rolls, take a 
knife to cut o�  the top in one 
big slice.)

Layer the ham, then the 
cheese on the bottom halves 
of buns.
Place the top halves of the 
buns/rolls back on. 
Drizzle sauce mixture 
over top of the � nished 
sandwiches evenly. 
Cover with tin foil. 
Refrigerate overnight, or at 
least for several hours. 
Bake at 350 for 20 minutes. 
Use a spatula to separate 
for serving. 
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Nora Davis (Owner)
(970) 428-2236

Call for an 
appointment

E-mail:
rimrockerrealestate@gmail.com

205 E Main St. Naturita, Colorado
970-275-8310  ·  paradoxycle@gmail.com

Bicycle 
Outpost 
& Service 
Saloon

   Aggregate &
Redi Mix Supplier

Call for a Quote or to Schedule a Delivery
             SATURDAY DELIVERIES AVAILABLE

       970.729.0997  970.327.4218(970) 729-1085          (970) 327-4218

S erving ou r commu nities 
since 1913

970-865-2255

Located in N atu rita 
at th e corner of H igh w ay 114  & 97
P .O . B ox  160 N atu rita, C O , 814 22

970.728.1834  ·  1630 Grand Ave · Norwood, Co. 81423

Retail Cannabis 21+ years old

Keep it SIMPLE!
NORWOOD LOCATION

OPEN MON - SAT 
11am - 7pm Everyday

FARM FRESH FLOWER
GROWN IN 

NORWOOD, CO

Need a Ride?
All Points Transit can help!

Call 970-249-0128 to Schedule 
www.allpointstransit.org

Local Medical, Shopping, Errands & More
Regional service to Montrose & Grand Junction 

140 E. Main Street
PO Box 158

Naturita, CO 81422

To all the businesses that advertised in the 2024-2025 NNTC Telephone Directory

With the internet these days, we know a lot of people no longer use the telephone 
directory to look up numbers, but we know several in our communities that still rely on 
our book. We would like to say THANK YOU to everyone that makes it possible for us to 

still publish the NNTC Directory.  We sincerely appreciate each of you! 

5th Avenue Grill
AT’s Meatblock
Basin Clinic 
Bruin Waste Management
Co-Op Country Store
Community Bible Fellowship
Hoof & Paw Thrift Store
Huntem Tire Service & Repair 
Kenny’s Tires

Moore’s Mining
My Place
Packrat Minnie Storage
Redd’s Mercantile
Rimrock Hotel
San Miguel Power Association
West End Equipment Rentals
West End Family Link

Nucla-Naturita Telephone Company
NNTC Wireless, LLC

A HUGE 
SHOUT OUT

THANK YOU!

than the BL M  to accom m od ate 
sol ar.  M any  ag reed .

C ounty  m anag er M ike Bord o-
g na said  som e l and ow ners m ig ht 
choose to hav e sol ar proj ects in the 
future to keep rev enue incom ing .  
H e d oesn’ t w ant to trum p priv ate 
property  rig hts.  

After m ore than an hour and  a 
hal f,  the pub l ic w as w el com ed  to 
com m ent.  

D r.  Bob  G rossm an,  of N orw ood ,  
w arned  ag ainst l ig ht pol l ution.  

“ This coul d  take aw ay  one of our 
m ost precious resources, ”  he said .  

Tam i S t.  G erm ain,  of N orw ood ,  
said  l ocating  sol ar proj ects in cl ose 
prox im ity  to a transm ission l ine 

is ad v antag eous to the d ev el oper.  
That’ s a cost sav ing s to the sol ar 
com pany ,  w hich av oid s further fed -
eral  perm itting .  

Z ach S ny d er,  orig inal l y  of N or-
w ood ,  said  “ rural  com m unities 
hav e a d eep em otional  connection 
to the l and  that cost- b enefit anal y -
ses can’ t m easure. ”  H e ad d ed  sol ar 
com panies are a “ d im e a d oz en, ”  
and  that a county ,  if it is g oing  to 
perm it sol ar instal l ations,  m ust 
w ork w ith the b est of them  and  the 
l east im pactiv e.  

“ D on’ t sacrifice Wrig ht’ s M esa 
b ecause it l ooks easy  on a m ap, ”  
S ny d er said .  

P resid ent of N orw ood  F ire P ro-
tection D istrict J im  Wel l s said  the 
chem ical  used  in fire suppression 

of the sol ar instal l ations is one of 
the m ost tox ic in ex istence.  H e said  
it’ s d ang erous to the anim al s,  soil s,  
first- respond ers and  the w atershed .  

M cK ay  Bel k,  of Tel l urid e and  
N orw ood ,  said  the ev id ence that 
constituents hav e am assed  supports 
rem ov al  of l arg e- scal e sol ar from  
the d raft reg ul ations.  H e al so said  
the pub l ic m ust see the nex t copy  of 
the d raft reg ul ations b efore they ’ re 
ad opted .  H e ad d ed  b al d  eag l es are 
roosting  on his property ,  nex t to 
O ne E nerg y ’ s proposed  6 4 0 - acre 
sol ar proj ect.  

O thers echoed  sim il ar senti-
m ents,  urg ing  com m issioners to 
cancel  l arg e- scal e sol ar d ev el op-
m ent on Wrig ht’ s M esa.  

Draft solar regs
Cont. from Pg. 1

Approximately 40 people met live in Norwood for the joint county work session on draft solar regulations. 
(Photo by Regan Tuttle)
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OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
NORWOOD
1920 Grand Ave

970-478-7868

TELLURIDE
200 E Colorado Ave

970-728-3640

Locally Owned and Operated

Uranium Price – March 25, 2024
$88.50

Debbie: 970-428-2364
Michele: 970-417-5103

O�ce:  970-865-2525

We advertise on the 
following websites:

Zillow, Realtor.com, Homes.com,
Trulia, and Homes and Land

212 East Main Street
Naturita, Colorado 81422

We are always available to help you 
with your REAL ESTATE needs!

Christopher Tooker 
Master Electrician

 Electrical Contractor
Phone: 970�864�2321

tookeroffice@gmail.com
www.tookerelectric.com

New Construction
Residential
Commercial
Service

AFFORDABLE BOOKKEEPING SERVICES

QuickBooks, Accounts Payable & Receivable, Sales Tax 
Assistance, Small Business Set Up,  Personal & Business 

Assistance,  Personal & Small Business Income Tax 
Preparation,  Complimentary Consultations,  Farm & 

Ranch Assistance

Deborah Snell (Owner)
E-Mail: affordablebkpingservices@gmail.com
Cell: (970) 209-1661  •  (719) 371-3734
Office: (719) 430-5631
Mailing: PO Box 433, Westcliffe, CO 81252

senior l uncheon.  
O n M arch 1 4 ,  the six th- g rad e 

cl ass from  the N ucl a school  
attend ed ,  w hich b roug ht the total  
to 8 1  that d ay .  C raig  confirm ed  
the b uil d ing ’ s capacity  is 8 5 .  S he 
hopes m ore school  cl asses w il l  
attend  in the future.  

The third  S aturd ay  of each 
m onth,  too,  the b oard  is serv ing  a 
b reakfast from  7  to 9  a. m .  w ith pan-
cakes,  b iscuits,  g rav y ,  eg g s,  b acon 
and  sausag e.  C raig  said  usual l y  
ab out 2 5  peopl e attend .  The S atur-
d ay  b reakfasts are a fund raiser for 
the b oard .  

The org aniz ation is a 5 0 1 c3  
nonprofit,  and  the b oard  is stil l  
pursuing  g rants and  other d ona-
tions for nex t y ear.  They  w el com e 
contrib utions each l uncheon,  and  
those cov er ab out one- third  of the 
total  costs.  They ’ v e sub m itted  an 
appl ication to the F ood  Bank of 
the R ockies,  an org aniz ation that 

coul d  hel p offset food  costs.  The 
b oard  interv iew ed  M arch 2 2 ,  and  
they ’ re hoping  they ’ re aw ard ed  the 
d iscounted  rate.  C raig  said  it coul d  
hel p w ith sustainab il ity .  

N ob od y  has to R S V P  for the 
l uncheons.  Al l  are w el com e,  ev en 
those w ho aren’ t senior citiz ens.  
D onations are al w ay s appreciated ,  
b ut not req uired ,  l ike in y ears past.  

“ I t’ s im portant for peopl e to 
know  that it is av ail ab l e and  open 
and  w el com e, ”  J am ison said .  “ This 
is al l  d onation- b ased  and  w hoev er 
can com e. ”

The b oard  w ants the pub l ic to 
know  they  fol l ow  al l  heal th and  
safety  req uirem ents.  The kitchen 
has b een heal th- inspected  and  
approv ed  b y  the state.  M oreov er,  
the kitchen hel p hav e food  han-
d l er perm its.  There’ s another cl ass 
som e v ol unteers are attend ing  
April  1 5  for food  hand l ing  and  
m anag em ent.  

They ’ re keeping  track of their 
d ata too,  record ing  attend ance and  

m aintaining  finances —  som ething  
the b oard  know s is im portant for 
g rants and  fund ing .  

The b oard  is g rateful  for al l  of 
the support,  incl ud ing  the y oung  
M orm on v ol unteers w ho cl ean up 
afterw ard ,  sw eeping ,  m opping  and  
taking  out the trash.  They  appre-
ciate Al l - P oints Transit,  too,  for 
d ropping  off seniors,  so they  can 
attend .  

The m onthl y  m enus al w ay s 
thank the d onors w ho participated ,  
and  in April  that is West E nd  P ay  
it F orw ard  Trust,  C itiz ens S tate 
Bank,  R eg ion 1 0 ,  Tel l urid e F oun-
d ation and  F R E S H  F ound ation.  

I n the future,  the b oard  w oul d  
l ike to fig ure out how  to b ring  b ack 
m eal  d el iv ery  for the hom e- b ound .  
Any one w ho’ d  l ike to appl y  to b e 
the new  cook m ay  reach out to 
C raig  at 9 7 0 - 3 2 2 - 1 0 0 0  or J am ison 
at 9 7 0 - 3 6 1 - 6 5 1 8 .

The seniors center b uil d ing  w as 
estab l ished  in the 1 9 9 0 s and  has 
onl y  ex isted  for that purpose.

Senior luncheon program
Cont. from Pg. 1

“ Which w as aw esom e,  kitten 
season is com ing , ”  K el l ey  said .  
“ K at Burroug hs ran the cat room  
renov ation.  S he found  a g rant for 
it and  d id  q uite a b it of the w ork. ”

U nfortunatel y ,  or fortunatel y  
( d epend ing  on how  y ou v iew  the 
situation) ,  H oof & P aw  d id  hav e 
som eone recentl y  com e to the shel -
ter and  surrend er eig ht d og s from  
a sing l e- fam il y  househol d .  K el l ey  
said  she w asn’ t sure w hat to say  
reg ard ing  the surrend er.  

Whil e the d og s are in g ood  care 
now ,  the West E nd  com m unity  is 

sm al l ,  and  ad opting  the anim al s 
out w il l  not b e easy .  The eig ht new  
canines w il l  req uire m uch v ol un-
teer w ork,  incl ud ing  w al king ,  feed -
ing ,  cl eaning  of kennel s and  m ore.  
F ood  costs are another issue.  Any -
one interested  in ad opting  an ani-
m al  and  g iv ing  it a forev er hom e 
shoul d  contact representativ es of 
H oof & P aw  d irectl y .

K el l ey  said  H oof & P aw  is al so 
starting  its spay  and  neuter cl inics 
b ack up,  an im portant com m unity  
support serv ice that hel ps con-
trol  the West E nd  pet popul ation.  
D etail s w il l  soon b e announced .  

System upgrades near 
completion  

Those in N ucl a l ast w eek w it-
nessed  the d iv ersions on M ain 
S treet,  since crew s from  Wil -
l iam s C onstruction w ere patching  
the street there,  starting  at ab out 
5 th Av enue tow ard  8 th Av enue.  
Tow n C l erk M el issa L am pshire 
confirm ed  the patching  d oes ind i-
cate that the w aterl ine and  sew er 
upg rad es are finished  for the tim e 
b eing .  

“ Yes,  they  hav e an ex tensiv e l ist 
of item s that they  w il l  b e w orking  
on, ”  she said .  “ O ther than that,  they  
are d one. ”

Municipal elections
Cont. from Pg. 1
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West End Montrose County
Sheriff’s Office Blotter

3/16/2024
1023 Hours - Jose Camargo-
Gonzalez, 27, was arrested in the 
100 block of West Seventh Avenue 
in Nucla on two outstanding war-
rants.
1307 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to the 800 block of Main 
Street in Nucla for a disturbance. 
Duane Carl, 49, was arrested for 
domestic violence and third degree 
assault. Nicole Welsh, 35, was 
arrested for a protection order vio-
lation.
1423 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to the 300 block of West 
Sixth Avenue in Nucla for a protec-
tion order violation.
1646 Hours - Deputy was dispatched 
to Highway 145 mm 112 near 
Redvale for an accident.
1 directed patrol in Naturita

3/17/2024
1141 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to the 200 block of West 
Main Street in Naturita for a theft 
report.
1709 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to the 200 block of West 
Fourth Avenue in Nucla for a civil 
standby.
2027 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to the 25200 block of Z26 
Road near Nucla for a medical 
assist.
2149 Hours - Deputy was dis-

patched to the area of West Main 
Street and West First Avenue in 
Naturita for a 911.
2325 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to the 30100 block of 3000 
Road near Nucla for an alarm.
2 directed patrols in Nucla
1 directed patrol in Naturita

3/18/2024
0655 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to the 29100 block of 
Highway 97 near Nucla for an ani-
mal problem.
1129 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to the 33700 block of 
Highway 145 near Redvale for a 
trespassing report. 
1402 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to the 800 block of Main 
Street in Nucla to relay a message.

1421 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to the 200 block of West 
Fourth Avenue in Nucla for an 
unwanted person.
1514 Hours Deputy was dis-
patched to the 500 block of Cascade 
Circle in Naturita for a welfare 
check.
1854 Hours Deputy was dis-
patched to the area of Highway 
97 and DD Road near Nucla for a 
welfare check.
1912 Hours Austin Sullivan, 
28, was contacted in the 100 block 
of East Main Street in Naturita and 
cited for failing to stop at a stop 
sign and operating an unregistered 
ATV without a driver’s license.
2011 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to the 29100 block of 
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OBITUARY

Marianna Rice
Nov. 7, 1936 — March 21, 2024

Marianna Rice passed away at her home on Thursday, March 21, in 
Grand Junction at the age of 87. She was born on Nov. 7, 1936, in Nucla 
to Arthur and Kittie Mae Enstrom. She grew up on the family ranch with 
her brother, Herbert Enstrom. 

Donald Rice and Marianna were married in 1956. She graduated 
Western State College in elementary education and received a master’s 
in education from Colorado State University in 1981. Don and Marianna 
purchased the family cattle ranch from his parents, and there they raised 
three children:  Christine Villard (Lynn), Michele Bergmann (Steven) and 
John Rice (Tammy). Marianna worked alongside Donald on the cattle 
ranch herding cattle, helping with hay season, feeding ranch hands and 
going back and forth to cow camp on the 47 Ranch.

Due to Don’s health, they sold the ranch and moved to Fort Collins, 
then to Craig, and finally settled in Grand Junction after their retirement 
in the early 1990s.

As well as living and working on the ranch, Marianna taught first 
grade for many years while living in both Nucla and Craig. She also had 
the role as a reading specialist in both Craig and Grand Junction. She 
was an innovative teacher and helped to implement numerous initiatives 
for advancing literacy instruction during her years as an educator. After 

retirement, Marianna enjoyed volunteering in local elementary schools, continuing to help children attain literacy 
skills. In 1987, she was awarded Colorado Outstanding Educator of the Year by the Colorado State Board of 
Education.

Marianna was an accomplished musician, playing the piano and organ. In both Nucla and Craig, she was 
involved with the church community, playing for most Sunday services, holidays, weddings and funerals. She 
was the accompanist for numerous community musical events and groups, as well as a piano instructor.

Marianna was an involved member in her community and participated in multiple organizations. She 
belonged to the International Reading Association, the Colorado Reading Association and local reading councils 
in both Nucla and Craig. She was an active member of the church community and served various roles in the 
Nucla Congregational Church, the Fort Collins Presbyterian Church, the United Church of Christ in Craig and 
the Redlands United Methodist Church in Grand Junction. She was an active member of PEO in Craig and Grand 
Junction.

Marianna enjoyed spending time with her family and friends, developing strong and lasting friendships 
wherever she was. She liked to play bridge and dominos, sew quilts and do small crafts. She was an avid reader 
and loved learning. She and Don were drawn to the outdoor beauty of Colorado, spending time at the family 
cabin in the mountains.

Marianna is preceded in death by her husband, Donald; her brother, Herbert Enstrom; and her great-grand-
daughter ClairLynn. 

She is survived by three children; six grandchildren, Sean Villard (Amanda), Amy Villard (Cody Tennant), 
Deanna Bergmann, Mikayla Bergmann, Katie Rice and Spencer Rice; five great-grandchildren, Logan, EvaMarie 
and Felix Villard and Ashley and Luke Rhodes; sister-in-law, Nancy Enstrom; as well as numerous nieces and 
nephews.

In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to the Ensight Skills Center, which provides services for individu-
als with vision Impairments and loss through the Center for Independence (ensightskills.org).

Services will be held at the Redlands United Methodist Church in Grand Junction on Friday, April 12, at 1 
p.m.

Marianna Rice.
Bring your suggestions

Dear Editor, 

The Ute Trail Study Club will be hosting a chicken dinner with all the 
trimmings on April 10 at noon at the Redvale Community Building. This 
meeting will be an organizational meeting to discuss our upcoming fund-
raiser, as well as the future of our club and it’s various obligations, leaders 
and intentions towards community involvement. We’ll be discussing our 
past endeavors, as well as new. Our guest speaker will be announced at 
the meeting, as we’re not sure of the commitment yet. Please bring your 
suggestions and ideas, as well as your wonderful side dishes to share. Our 
enrollment is improving, and we welcome new members to help us move 
forward with our goals and community services. Thank you and see you 
all there!

Rebecca Rogers
NORWOOD

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

This Sunday morning
Dear Editor, 

Dr. Sherlock Bally will be at New Hope Church this Sunday morning 
at 10 a.m., and Sunday through Wednesday evening services starting at 
6:30 p.m. Dr. Sherlock Bally believes in the “Harvest of Souls,” in these 
days of opportunity. Many pastors from around this nation and the world 
have spoken of the thousands of souls that have been born into the king-
dom under Sherlock’s ministry. His passion to see the lost saved is fervent 
and forceful. Along with this is his heart for pastors and for leadership. 
Sherlock does several seminars around the country, concerning church 
order, church government, and the position that leadership must maintain 
to headship. Many pastors testify to the blessing of Dr. Bally’s leadership 
seminars and how these seminars have helped in the refocusing of leader-
ship and the prioritizing of spiritual life. Sherlock’s passion is to reach the 
lost, and educate the saved, to launch into the harvest.

Dan Williams
WEST END
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Come work for western UraniUm & VanadiUm mining!

apply today!
Please call us at

970-864-2127 or email
bgardner@western-uranium.com

to apply or for more
information.

Multiple
Positions
Available

RASCALS TODDLER PROGRAM 
HELP WANTED

Rascals Toddler Program is seeking a full-
time employee to work with our amazing 
team in the Lawson Hill neighborhood of 
Telluride. Pay starts at $20/hr. and may 
increase based on experience and creden-
tials.

Please contact Brooke Napier at
rascalstoddler@gmail.com or 728-3804.

42-4T-C

NUCLA-NATURITA TELEPHONE COMPANY 
HELP WANTED - FIELD TECHNICIAN

Nucla-Naturita Telephone 
Company is looking for a Field 
Technician to join our team. The 
applicant will conduct such work 

as installations, repairs, and maintenance throughout our service ter-
ritory. Normal work schedule is Monday through Friday 8 a.m. to 
5 p.m., but applicant must be willing to work after hours, overtime 
and to be on call. Other duties and responsibilities, such as locates, 
may be assigned.  Applicant must be willing to do pre-employment 
drug screening.

Job Requirements:
-High School or Equivalent Certificate
-Valid Driver’s License and Good driving record

Applications are available for pickup at 421 Main Street, Nucla and 
can be returned to the Business Office or you may send a resume to 
nntc@nntcwireless.com.

44-TFN-C

Class i f i ed  Ads
Classified ad PoliCy & Rates:  Rates for each issue:
$12.95 for 25 words and 20¢ for each additional word, Box 
Frame: $5.00, Tear Sheet: $1.00, Bold Heading and Text:
$5.00

DELTA SALES YARD - MARKET REPORT
300-400# STEERS 3.50-4.05 300-400# HEIFERS 3.35-3.95
400-500# STEERS 3.15-3.60 400-500# HEIFERS 2.90-3.35
500-600# STEERS 2.80-3.12 500-600# HEIFERS 2.70-2.85
600-700# STEERS 2.60-2.70 600-700# HEIFERS 2.30-2.70
700-800# STEERS 2.40-2.55 700-800# HEIFERS 2.25-2.35
800-900# STEERS 2.20-2.34 800-900# HEIFERS 1.90-2.10
Top bulls 1.36-1.45 high of 1.51 Medium bulls 1.15-1.25
Young Cows 1.45-1.80 Top cows 1.18-1.40 top of $1.40
Medium cows 1.10-1.18 Low-yielding cows 1.00 and below

*********************************************************
SPRING SALES EVERY WEEK IN MARCH, APRIL AND MAY!
***************************************************************

NEXT WEEK: April 4th 2024 –
Where 2 Trails Meet – 

Limousin /Angus Bull Sale. Bred Cows, 

Pairs and Feeders: 5pair of Blk Cows 3-6 years old 

(calves born Jan/Feb.); 6 Blk First Calf Heifers; 40 Feeder 
Calves, 6 black angus pairs, 

UP COMING SALES

NEXT SPECIAL HORSE SALE Saturday, APRIL 6TH – 5 broke geldings, 1 
Red Roan pony broke to ride. Special bridle bits

Special Alternative Animal Sale – Saturday May 4th. Zebu;
Yak; Highlanders; Mini Hereford, Dexter; Lamas; Lowline’s; Mini donkeys; 
alpaca; Water buffalo etc. If you would like to consign for this sale, please call 
the office @ 970-874-4612

Thursday April 11th. All Breeds Bulls Sale.

legal pUbliCation
TOWN OF NUCLA, STATE OF COLORADO ORDINANCE 2024-002

AN ORDINANCE VACATING THE 20’ EASTERN SECTION OF BIRCH STREET SITUATED 
BETWEEN 4TH AVENUE TO THE NORTH AND 5TH AVENUE TO THE SOUTH

Published in the San Miguel Basin Forum April 3 & 10, 2024

pUbliC notiCe
SpECIAL MEETINg – MONTROSE COUNTy MASTER pLAN

Notice is hereby given that the Montrose County Planning Commission has scheduled a Work 
Session in the Public Works Building 63160 LaSalle Road, Montrose, Colorado, on Thursday, April 
11, 2024, at 6:00 p.m. to review and discuss a portion of the draft Montrose County Master Plan.  
No formal action will be taken on any items discussed.

Published in the San Miguel Basin Forum April 3, 2024

STATEPOINT CROSSWORD
THEME: EUROPEAN CAPITALS
ACROSS
1. Parting words
6. Broadcasting acronym
9. Taj Mahal city
13. Ernest, to mommy
14. “Fat chance!”
15. Fits of shivering
16. Rundown
17. Historical period
18. “____ its weight in gold”
19. *Namesake of famous 
pact signed in 1955
21. *”The City of a Hundred 
Spires”
23. Financial assistance
24. Bird’s groomer
25. Pod nugget
28. Fountain order
30. Duck dish a certain way
35. Picture on a coat
37. Feline vibration
39. Stocking fiber
40. Stink to high heaven
41. Cocoyam, pl.
43. Pelvic bones

44. Frost over (2 words)
46. Stew bean
47. Sleeveless garment
48. Predicament
50. Snakelike fish
52. Hi-____ monitor
53. Toothy wheel
55. *Street, in capital city in 
#38 Down
57. *On the Danube
60. *On the Thames
63. Virtue, in Italian
64. *Street, in capital city in 
#25 Down
66. Dashboard instruments
68. Beside, archaic
69. Geological Society of 
America
70. Type of heron
71. Parks or Luxemburg
72. Pecking mother
73. Like oboe’s sound

DOWN
1. “____ the land of the free 
...”
2. Cold one

3. Peruvian Empire
4. Miss America topper
5. Blood infection
6. Prepare to swallow
7. *Dublin’s cultural quar-
ter neighborhood, “Temple 
____”.
8. Parallelogram, e.g.
9. All excited
10. Spiritual leader
11. Network of nerves
12. Certain something in a 
tray
15. Rouse
20. Take puppy from a 
pound
22. “Hamilton: An American 
Musical” singing style
24. Great ____ Reef
25. *On the Seine
26. Not slouching
27. Arabian chieftain
29. Like Roman god Janus
31. *Also the most populous 
city in Ukraine
32. More ill
33. Neil Diamond’s “Beautiful 
____”
34. Annoying tiny biters
36. Arctic jaeger
38. *Located in boot-shaped 
country
42. Sound of artillery
45. Kind of hickory nut
49. Jack’s inferior
51. Like a Grammy nominee
54. Frustration, in print
56. “A bird in hand is worth 
two in the bush,” e.g.
57. Source of veritas
58. Wraths
59. Volcano in Sicily
60. Ground beef description
61. Fairytale giant
62. “All You ____ Is Love”
63. Variable, abbr.
65. Put to work
67. Hog heaven

West End Montrose County
Sheriff’s Office Blotter

Highway 97 near Nucla for an ani-
mal problem. Clint Cloud, 51, was 
cited for harboring a barking dog.
1 civil process attempted/served

3/19/2024
0939 Hours - Deputy was dispatched 
to the 500 block of Heron Street in 
Nucla for an information report. 
Tyler Stewart, 33, was arrested for 

domestic violence, harassment and 
third degree assault.
1210 Hours - Austin Sullivan, 28, 
was contacted on Highway 141 mm 
58 near Naturita and cited for driv-
ing with a revoked driver’s license 
and operating an ATV on a state 
highway.
1228 Hours - Deputy was dis-

patched to the area of Highway 141 
mm 83 near Naturita for an infor-
mation report.
1251 Hours - Deputy took an 
information report in the Nucla 
area.
1501 Hours - Deputy took an infor-
mation report in the 35300 block of 
Highway 145 near Redvale.
1709 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to the 300 block of East 
Third Avenue in Nucla for a welfare 
check.
1834 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to the 1000 block of Main 
Street in Nucla for an information 
report.
2106 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to the 300 block of East 
Third Avenue in Nucla for a theft 
report.
2127 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to the intersection of 
Payson Street and Wilson Street in 
Naturita for a disturbance.
2 VIN inspections
1 directed patrol in Naturita
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Al thoug h w e reg ret w e w ere not 
ab l e to attend  y our F eb .  5 ,  2 0 2 4  
w ork session,  w e w ere ab l e to l is-
ten to its record ing  and  w ere par-
ticul arl y  interested  in the ex chang e 
b etw een the M ontrose C ounty  
C om m issioners and  representativ es 
of the Basin C l inic.  We hope to 
am end  that d iscussion if possib l e,  
especial l y  since inaccurate state-
m ents w ere m ad e ab out U M C .  We 
w oul d  b e w il ing  to d iscuss any  part 
of this w ith y ou at a future conv e-
nient tim e.

To start,  I  ( M r.  C huck P orth)  
w oul d  l ike to recog niz e that m y  
nam e cam e up sev eral  tim es d uring  
this m eeting  in a professional  m an-
ner.  I  appreciate those g enerous 
com m ents.  We w oul d ,  how ev er,  
l ike to note w hat I  b el iev e to b e 
rel ev ant historical  facts.  After ov er-
tures from  U M C ,  M r.  P orth w as 
inv ited  to attend  the S ept.  1 9  Basin 
C l inic Board  m eeting ,  w hich w as 
b oth professional  and  contained  
som e open d iscussion on col l ab ora-
tion.  We’ re hopeful  that M s.  C hris-
tina P ierce feel s the sam e ab out the 
U M C  b oard  m eeting  she j oined  on 
S ept.  2 7 .  We w ere,  how ev er,  a l ittl e 
d isappointed  w hen it appeared  the 
Basin C l inic used  a part of w hat 
they  heard  at the S ept.  2 7  m eeting  
in a F aceb ook post,  im pl y ing  there 
w as b etter access at Basin C l inic 
than at U M C .

S til l ,  it is m y  im pression that the 
sentim ent at and  after b oth m eet-
ing s w as that b oth b oard s w anted  to 
m ov e forw ard  ex pl oring  m utual l y  
b eneficial  initiativ es.  To that end ,  
a b usiness associate’ s ag reem ent 
( BAA)  w as created  and  j ointl y  
sig ned  b y  b oth org aniz ations,  and  
w e m ov ed  into d iscussing  the cre-
ation of a M em orand um  of U nd er-
stand ing  ( M O U )  w hich w as to 
incl ud e a confid ential ity  ag reem ent.  

We al so ag reed  that the b est w ay  
to m ov e forw ard  w as to create a 
series of m eeting s outsid e b oth 
org aniz ations’  reg ul ar b oard  m eet-
ing s to d iscuss this initiativ e.  This 
b ring s us to the end  of O ctob er 
2 0 2 3 .

O n N ov .  1 4 ,  2 0 2 3 ,  w e receiv ed  
an M O U  from  the Basin C l inic 
( sent in an em ail  from  C hristina 
P ierce) .  I t contained  the ob l ig ations 
of b oth U M C  and  the Basin C l inic,  
specifical l y  the fol l ow ing :

“ O BL I G ATI O N S  O F  U M C :  
U M C  ag rees to perform  the fol l ow -
ing  und er this M O U :

1 )  U M C  w il l  prov id e consul -
tation serv ices throug h the C E O  
C huck P orth,  as he is ab l e to assist 
Basin C l inic’ s D irector,  C hristina 
P ierce,  w ith q uestions rel ating  to 
F Q H C  form ation and / or d iscus-
sions on other process im prov e-
m ent proced ures at Basin C l inic.  
N othing  in this parag raph shoul d  b e 
read  to req uire a specific am ount of 
tim e d ed icated  to these consul tation 
serv ices,  nor is U M C  g uaranteeing  
any  resul t from  the serv ices ind i-
cated  herein.

2 )  U M C  w il l  share inform a-
tion w ith Basin C l inic for the pur-
pose of process im prov em ent or 
to otherw ise neg otiate a b usiness 
arrang em ent b etw een the parties.  
The parties b oth ag ree that any  
such d iscussions w il l  not incl ud e 
d iscussions to affect m arket prices 
or w ag es w ithin the area to the 

d etrim ent of any  com petition in 
the area.  R ather,  the focus of the 
ex chang e of inform ation shal l  b e 
to d iscuss process im prov em ent 
at Basin C l inic or to otherw ise 
d iscuss entering  into a b usiness 
rel ationship.  Business rel ationship 
und er this ag reem ent shal l  m ean a 
m erg er,  acq uisition,  j oint v enture,  
partnership,  or other l eg al  entity  
that the parties m ay  ag ree to create 
in the future.  

O BL I G ATI O N S  O F  BAS I N  
C L I N I C

•  Basin C l inic w il l  share infor-
m ation w ith U M C  for the pur-
pose of process im prov em ent or 
to otherw ise neg otiate a b usiness 
arrang em ent b etw een the parties.  
The parties b oth ag ree that any  
such d iscussions w il l  not incl ud e 
d iscussions to affect m arket prices 
or w ag es w ithin the area to the 
d etrim ent of any  com petition in 
the area.  R ather,  the focus of the 
ex chang e of inform ation shal l  b e 
to d iscuss process im prov em ent 
at Basin C l inic or to otherw ise 
d iscuss entering  into a b usiness 
rel ationship.  Business rel ationship 
und er this ag reem ent shal l  m ean a 
m erg er,  acq uisition,  j oint v enture,  
partnership,  or other l eg al  entity  
that the parties m ay  ag ree to create 
in the future. ”

This w as d iscussed  at U M C  
b oard  m eeting s,  and  sev eral  
attem pts w ere m ad e,  b y  U M C ,  at 
rev ising  the w ord ing ,  w hich w as 
fel t to b e too one- sid ed .  We al so 
d id n’ t feel  it w as part of our m is-
sion to j ust hel p the Basin C l inic 
surv iv e,  b ut rather to hel p ensure 
the resid ents of West M ontrose 
C ounty  had  access to hig h- q ual ity  
heal th care.  We are not sure the tw o 
g oal s are m utual l y  incl usiv e.  

S o,  on D ec.  2 1 ,  instead  of send -
ing  a rev ised  M O U ,  w e respond ed  
that U M C  w anted  to continue this 
d iscussion w hen the Basin C l inic 
“ is com m itted  to b eing  acq uired  b y  
U M C . ”  I t further stated  U M C  d id  
not intend  to offer any  staff tim e 
to the Basin C l inic,  as l ong  as it 
rem ained  a free- stand ing  entity ,  nor 
w oul d  it support any  effort b y  the 
Basin C l inic to b ecom e a com pet-
ing  F Q H C  w ithin the U M C  serv ice 
area.

S ub seq uentl y ,  w e receiv ed  a 
l etter,  d ated  J an.  1 0 ,  2 0 2 4 ,  from  
the Basin C l inic,  stating  that they  
too ag reed  to the processes put in 
pl ace at the b eg inning  of our d is-
cussions,  b ut w ere now  rescind ing  
the BAA.  They  w ent on to note 
that there “ appears to b e a l ack of 
com m unication on al l  sid es. ”  Their 
l etter cl osed  b y  noting  they  w oul d  
b e happy  to b eg in open com m u-
nications w ith U M C  on m utual  
interests.

I n the m eantim e,  w e hav e heard  
com m ents from  patients w ho l iv e 
in the N ucl a/ N aturita area of v ery  
neg ativ e pub l ic com m ents m ad e 
ab out us b y  Basin C l inic b oard  
m em b ers.  We are al so aw are that 
the Basin C l inic has reached  out to 
other F Q H C s for hel p.  

Both of these item s create a 
d am pening  effect on m ov ing  for-
w ard .  They  hav e not reached  out to 
us since the J an.  1 0  l etter,  nor hav e 
w e reached  out to them .

The ab ov e is m y  and  U M C ’ s 

b oard  chair’ s perception of w here 
this initiativ e currentl y  sits.  I  hope 
it hel ps put this issue in perspectiv e.

R espectful l y  sub m itted ,

CHUCK PORTH, CEO, AND EMILY 
HAIGHT, BOARD CHAIR, UMC 

NORWOOD

Meeting is 
April 4
Dear Editor, 

WE D S A is m eeting  Thursd ay ,  
April  4 ,  at the N aturita C om m unity  
L ib rary  at 6 : 3 0  p. m . We are d is-
cussing  the upcom ing  D av e M ul l er 
Astrophoto Art S how  ( April  2 5  
at the N aturita C om m unity  C en-
ter)  and  other proposed  ev ents for 
the sum m er and  fal l .  Al so w e w il l  
b e tal king  ab out req uirem ents for 
a new  certification from  D ark-
S ky  I nternational  for a “ D arkS ky  
Accom m od ation. ”  C ol orad o w il l  
hav e a chance to see four out of 
fiv e ecl ipses happening  in 2 0 2 4 ,  
the m ost popul ar ev ent b eing  the 
sol ar ecl ipse April  8 .  F rom  our area,  
w e w il l  see approx im atel y  4 0 - 5 0 %  
total ity . F or ecl ipse g l asses,  g o to 
our v isitor center in N ucl a. They  
can b e found  in the WE D S A d is-
pl ay  area. Be sure not to hurt y our 
ey es,  as it coul d  b e perm anent d am -
ag e.  E arth usual l y  sees tw o l unar 
ecl ipses  each y ear,  w hil e som e 
y ears there are none at al l . A sol ar 
ecl ipse usual l y  happens tw o tim es 
each y ear,  b ut can happen as m any  
as fiv e tim es,  as in 1 9 3 5 ! The q ues-
tion is,  w here on E arth can it b e 
seen?

E nj oy  the v iew !
F ind  us at w estend d arksky al l i-

ance@ g m ail . com and  faceb ook.
com / WestE nd D arkS kies.

DEB STUEBER
NUCLA 

Souls of 
dreamers
Dear Editor,

H av e y ou ev er w ond ered  w here 
soul s g o w hen they  are not g ood  
enoug h to g o to heav en b ut too 
g ood  to g o to hel l ?  I  know  w here a 
g ood  num b er of them  are.  G o into 
the ol d  sections of tow n,  w here the 
ol d  V ictorian hom es are.  I f y ou are 
end ow ed  w ith an im ag ination,  w hat 
y ou are sensing  is the presence of 
those soul s that resid e in those ol d  
b eautiful  hom es.  As y ou d riv e into 
Tel l urid e or O uray ,  y ou m ay  feel  
that som ething  is d ifferent,  there 
is som ething  spiritual .  I t is not 
j ust the aw esom e scenery  or the 
w orl d - cl ass skiing .  I t is som ething  
b ey ond  that.  What y ou are feel ing  
is the presence of the m any  soul s 
that cam e b efore y ou.  The m en and  
w om en w ho g ot up from  com fort-
ab l e chairs and  l eft the w arm th and  
safety  of their hom es and  fol l ow ed  
their d ream s.  They  put their d ream s 
into action and  b eg an searching  for 
the prov erb ial  end  of the rainb ow .  
They  end ured  b itter w inters,  hun-
g er and  thirst,  and  m any  other hard -
ships b ut their d ream s kept them  
w arm  and  their b od ies sated .  Where 
el se w oul d  their soul s b e b ut w here 

their d ream s l ead  them ?  There is 
no need  to fear them ,  they  w ere not 
b ad  peopl e.  They  had  their share of 
faul ts and  w ere a b it m ore sel fish 
than norm al ,  b ut m ost of them  j ust 
w anted  w hat w e al l  w ant.

There are m any  ty pes of d ream s,  
too num erous to l ist,  b ut hig h on 
that l ist is b eing  ab l e to enj oy  free-
d om  from  ty rannical  societies.  P eo-
pl es of the w orl d  sim pl y  w ant to b e 
ab l e and  al l ow ed  to hav e d ream s 
and  to pursue them .  But I  g et ahead  
of m y sel f,  that shoul d  b e part of the 
concl usion of this m issiv e.

I n the w est end s of S an M ig uel ,  
M ontrose and  M esa C ounties m en 
hav e fol l ow ed  their d ream s up into 
the hil l s w here the ancient J urassic 
riv ers once fl ow ed .  When I  see a 
l one Bl ue H eron fl y  d ow n a pres-
ent- d ay  riv er,  l ooking  for a g ood  
pl ace to fish,  I  im ag ine how  those 
ol d  riv ers w oul d  l ook.  They  w oul d  
b e sim il ar b ut the anim al s and  v eg -
etation w oul d  b e d ifferent.  The 
b anks w oul d  b e m ore sand y  and  
m ore shal l ow ,  and  the heron w oul d  
certainl y  b el ong  there.

When I  com e across a pil e of ol d  
rusted  tin cans,  fal l en d ow n tar-
paper shacks,  b its of purpl e g l ass,  
d ug outs and  hol es in the g round ,  I  
can feel  the soul s of the m en that 
cam e b efore m e.  I  can feel  the pres-
ences of the soul s of m iners,  the 
fathers d ream ing  of find ing  rad ium  
d uring  M ad am e C urie’ s tim e,  
the sons l ooking  for v anad ium  
to streng then the hul l s of d read -
noug hts and  others ships d uring  
the first w ar,  the g rand sons recentl y  
hom e from  the horrors of the sec-
ond  l ooking  for the m aterial  to stop 
com m unism  from  eng ul fing  the 
w orl d ,  and  g reat- g rand sons,  d uring  
m y  tim e,  to prov id e the el ectricity  
to al l ow  us the com forts and  the 
tim e to d ream .  P erhaps w e are now  
reaping  the b enefits of the d ream ers 
that cam e b efore us.

I  ram b l e,  b ut the ul tim ate point I  
w ish to m ake is that y ou m ay  d ream  
of another national  m onum ent,  b ut 
pl ease d o not d estroy  our d ream s 
and  our soul s b y  that d oing .  M y  
fav orite phil osopher once said ,  “ D o 
not l iv e y our l ife to serv e others nor 
ask others y ou serv e y ou. ”

DON HEMME
REDVALE

The delicate 
balance
Dear Editor, 

S an M ig uel  C ounty  in C ol o-
rad o is know n for its stunning  
natural  b eauty  and  ab und ant nat-
ural  resources.  With the g row ing  
d em and  for renew ab l e energ y  
sources,  the county  has b een ex pl or-
ing  the potential  of sol ar energ y  as 
a sustainab l e sol ution.  H ow ev er,  it 
is crucial  to careful l y  consid er the 
im pacts of sol ar energ y  d ev el op-
m ent on the d el icate b al ance of the 
county ’ s natural  env ironm ent,  par-
ticul arl y  its ag ricul tural  l and s and  
w ater resources.

S ol ar energ y  proj ects hav e 
the potential  to hav e sig nificant 
im pacts on the l and scape,  particu-
l arl y  w hen l arg e- scal e instal l ations 
are pl aced  on ag ricul tural  l and s.  I n 
S an M ig uel  C ounty ,  w here ag ricul -
ture pl ay s a v ital  rol e in the l ocal  

econom y  and  prov id es essential  
food  prod uction,  it is im portant
to m inim iz e the im pact of sol ar 
energ y  d ev el opm ent on these l and s.  
By  em pl oy ing  proper siting  prac-
tices and  prioritiz ing  the use of 
d eg rad ed  or non- ag ricul tural  l and s 
for sol ar instal l ations,  the county  
can hel p preserv e v al uab l e ag ricul -
tural  resources w hil e stil l  prom ot-
ing  renew ab l e energ y  d ev el opm ent.

O ne of the prim ary  concerns 
reg ard ing  sol ar energ y  d ev el op-
m ent on ag ricul tural  l and s is the 
l oss of prod uctiv e farm l and .  C on-
v ersion of ag ricul tural  l and s to 
sol ar instal l ations can resul t in the 
l oss of v al uab l e soil  resources,  d is-
rupting  l ocal  food  prod uction and  
threatening  the sustainab il ity  of the 
ag ricul tural  ind ustry  in the county .  
To m itig ate this im pact,  careful  
pl anning  and  col l ab oration b etw een 
energ y  d ev el opers,  farm ers,  and  
l ocal  g ov ernm ent authorities is 
essential .  By  id entify ing  suitab l e 
l ocations for sol ar instal l ations that 
m inim iz e d isruption to ag ricul tural  
activ ities,  such as using  m arg inal  
l and s or im pl em enting  d ual  l and  
use practices,  the county  can sup-
port b oth renew ab l e energ y  g oal s 
and  ag ricul tural  sustainab il ity .

Ad d itional l y ,  the w ater resources 
in S an M ig uel  C ounty  are a crucial  
el em ent of the l ocal  ecosy stem  and  
ag ricul tural  practices.  S ol ar energ y  
d ev el opm ents hav e the potential  
to im pact w ater av ail ab il ity  and  
q ual ity ,  particul arl y  if they  req uire 
sig nificant w ater usag e for con-
struction or operation.  I t is im port-
ant to consid er the w ater footprint 
of sol ar proj ects and  im pl em ent 
w ater- efficient technol og ies and  
practices to m inim iz e the im pact 
on l ocal  w ater resources.  C ol l ab o-
ration w ith l ocal  w ater authorities 
and  stakehol d ers can hel p ensure 
that sol ar energ y  d ev el opm ent in 
the county  is cond ucted  in a w ay  
that protects and  conserv es w ater 
resources for future g enerations.

Another im portant consid er-
ation w hen it com es to l im iting  the 
im pact of sol ar energ y  on ag ricul -
tural  l and s in S an M ig uel  C ounty  
is the v isual  im pact on the l and -
scape.  The county ’ s scenic b eauty  
and  natural  resources are v al ued  
b y  resid ents and  v isitors al ike,  and  
l arg e- scal e sol ar instal l ations hav e 
the potential  to al ter the v isual  char-
acter of the area.  By  im pl em enting  
appropriate d esig n and  l and scap-
ing  m easures,  such as using  nativ e 
v eg etation or screening  techniq ues,  
sol ar proj ects can b e integ rated  into 
the l and scape in a w ay  that m ini-
m iz es v isual  im pact and  preserv es 
the county ’ s natural  b eauty .

I n concl usion,  as S an M ig uel  
C ounty  ex pl ores the potential  of 
sol ar energ y  as a sustainab l e energ y  
source,  it is essential  to prioritiz e 
the protection of the county ’ s d el -
icate natural  resources,  particul arl y  
w ater and  ag ricul tural  l and s.  By  
em pl oy ing  careful  pl anning ,  stake-
hol d er eng ag em ent,  and  sustainab l e 
d esig n practices,  the county  can 
prom ote renew ab l e energ y  d ev el -
opm ent w hil e ensuring  the preser-
v ation of its v al uab l e natural  assets 
for future g enerations.

CANDY MEEHAN, CANDIDATE FOR 
SMC COMMISSIONER DISTRICT 3

NORWOOD
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