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The Mustangs win the district tournament, and both the guys and girls advance to regionals. (Courtesy image)
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HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS

Boys win districts;  
girls head to regionals too 

By REGAN TUTTLE, Editor

T he boys basketball team 
had a great weekend on 
the court, and the Mus-

tangs took the district champion-
ship title on Saturday, earning a 
ticket to regionals and the oppor-
tunity to host the event in the new 
Nucla school. 

The guys defeated Dove Creek 
on Friday, 55-42, and then De 
Beque for the championship, 54-53. 
Jennifer Dinsmore, mother of Owen 
Dinsmore, referred to the game as a 
“nail-biter” on social media. 

On Sunday, head coach for the 
Mustangs Kelly Arnold said, “you 
could say that at the least.” 

The Mustangs were down by 
one with 10 seconds left, after De 

Beque hit a three-pointer. But, the 
Mustangs inbounded the ball, and 
Brycen Rummel passed to Owen 
Dinsmore, who made the layup 
for the win. 

“Owen had a great game, and a 
great weekend,” Arnold said. “Hit-
ting that game-winner was super 
for him.”

Coach said Brycen Rummel, 
Steele Arnold and Slade Gillen 
have been very consistent all sea-
son in scoring points for the Mus-
tangs. And, Hemmy O’Brien had a 
great game Friday night in district 
play and put up a lot of points for 
the team. 

The guys will practice hard 
this week, and the regional tour-
nament begins Friday, March 1, 
at home. Then three other teams 

will travel to Nucla.
“It’s awesome to host in a brand 

new school and make teams from 
the other side of the mountain 
travel here for once,” coach said. 

He is planning for a “white-out” 
game on Friday. Arnold has a col-
lection of white Mustang T-shirts 
that will be given away upon gate 
entry. He’ll give away all the shirts 
he has in stock, and the first peo-
ple in the door will receive them. 
Coach encourages fans to white out 
the stands to support the Mustangs. 

Last weekend’s victory no 
doubt felt good for seniors Steele 
Arnold, Joseph Casillas, Hemmy 
O’Brien and Owen Dinsmore. 

“It was an awesome feeling for 
sure,” Steele Arnold said Sunday 

By REGAN TUTTLE, Editor

T he proposal of a 
national monument 
along the Dolores 
River has rocked the 
West End, and many 

are trying to figure out what a mon-
ument would accomplish or limit. 

The Forum had a meeting  
last week with proponents to  
ask questions.

Mason Osgood, of Sheep 
Mountain Alliance in Telluride, 
was present. So was Amber 
Clark, the executive director of 
the Dolores River Boating Advo-
cates. Scott Braden, director of 
the Colorado Wildlands Project, 
was in the meeting too. 

Clark said the monument discus-
sion is not new. She said it’s been 
in the works for 50 years. 

Do we need monument status? 
Clark said “yes,” in order to keep 
things “the way they are.” 

Braden added that the people 
who want the monument aren’t 
from the Front Range. He said 
they’re regional locals. 

Clark said at this point, outreach 
and discussing the map is what the 
focus is. She said the map bound-
aries are not firm for the proposal. 

“Public input is important to us,” 
she told the Forum. 

The Forum explained that many 
in the West End are opposed to 
the monument because they’re 
concerned they’ll lose the rights 

they have now on public lands. 
The Forum asked if hunting, fish-
ing or grazing is permitted on a 
national monument. 

Clark said they are. She added 
her group has excluded 95 percent 
of active mining claims in the area 
it’s proposing. 

The Forum asked if proponents 
would hold public meetings to hear 
the concerns of the people. Clark 
said advocates have been holding 
one-on-one listening sessions and 
communicating with small groups 
in the West End. She said she and 
others on the team can be reached 
at coalition@protectthedolores.org.

Who would manage a national 
monument? Clark said the BLM 

COMMUNITY

Dog on the 
run saved  
by child 

By REGAN TUTTLE, Editor 

Punky Linville, of Naturita, 
had been grieving for a while. 
She’d lost her dad, a fam-

ily dog and had a few other deaths 
of friends and family members. 
She’d been working on moving 
through the grieving process when 
she decided she wanted to adopt a 
dog. With a 13-year-old daughter, it 
seemed like a good thing to do. 

She visited a shelter in Montrose 
and wasn’t expecting to immedi-
ately find an animal, but one 3-year-
old canine, one of the older dogs in 
the shelter, made an impression. It 
wasn’t barking or jumping; it was 
timid and had visible scars. 

Linville started the process of 
adoption that day, but had to wait 
until the animal had been spayed 
before she could take her home. 
When the dog was ready for 
pick-up one week later, Linville’s 
wife, Hailee Greenberg, agreed to 
get the animal from Montrose. 

Only Greenberg had a stop to 
make at the Uncompahgre Medi-
cal Center in Norwood on the way 
home. During that errand, on Feb. 
16, the dog made a quick, unfore-
seen escape. That’s when the 
chase began — a three-day chase 
that involved people from the west 
ends of both Montrose and San 
Miguel counties. 

Linville posted on social media 
alerting the public to the dog’s 
disappearance. People in Nor-
wood, many of whom Linville 
had never met, spent time search-
ing for the dog, who only ran 
when approached. 

“It was just chaos,” Linville told 
the Forum, “absolute chaos.” 

Folks almost “kept” catching 
the frightened animal. Liniville is 
pretty certain the dog had previ-
ously been abused and as a result 
had trust issues. She said the ani-
mal appeared afraid of everyone 
and kept moving further and fur-
ther out of sight. 

Linville, with the support of 
others, tried coaxing the dog with 
steak or rotisserie chicken. 

“We tried everything,” Lin-
villed said. 

She cried throughout the three-
day chase period and worried 
incessantly about the dog’s wel-
fare. Linville began warning peo-
ple on social media that the chasing 
seemed to make matters worse. 
The dog seemed determined to run. 

On Monday, though, Feb. 19, 
after three days of searching, 
Linville got a call. A woman in 
Norwood, Destanie Forbes, was 
driving with her four-year-old 
daughter, Raylynn, and the two 
happened to spot the “dog on the 
run.” The mother-daughter duo had 
heard that the dog would disappear 
when chased. They wondered what 

NONPROFITS 

Free  
insurance 

help is 
March 7 

SPECIAL TO THE FORUM

W hile insurance may 
not sound like the 
most exciting topic 

for your nonprofit board meeting 
agenda, or even one you want to 
spend your lunch hour learning 
about, it is essential for nonprof-
its and is as important as planning 
your next event, fundraising cam-
paign or budget. Nonprofits may 
require many different types of 
insurance, including directors and 
officers, general liability, automo-
bile, property, fidelity and more.  
To help nonprofits navigate the 
sometimes confusing world of 
insurance, the Telluride Founda-
tion is hosting an “Insurance for 
Nonprofits” workshop. The work-
shop, taught by Darren Coltrinari 
of Home Loan Insurance based in 
Grand Junction, will be held via 
Zoom, on March 7 from 11:30 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

This free event, taught over 
the lunch hour, is open to anyone 
wanting to learn more about insur-
ance options, but nonprofit staff 
and board members are especially 
encouraged to attend.  

“There are many insurance 
coverages to consider as a non-
profit organization, and the task 
of reviewing coverage can be 
overwhelming,” said Coltri-
nari.  “Directors and officers 
coverage is a necessary policy 
for your board of directors, and 
a standard general liability pol-
icy is a must, as well as the state 
requires workers compensation 
if you hire employees.”  

In this workshop, Coltrinari 
will elaborate on these standard 
policies and examine other com-
mon policies required by some 
grant funders.   

Coltrinari joined the Home 
Loan team in 2006 as a com-
mercial property and casualty 
account executive. His initia-
tive and understanding make for 
a combination that can be very 
beneficial for any company or 
nonprofit organization looking 
to manage their risk efficiently 
and effectively. Not only does he 
hold a construction specific des-
ignation — earned solely from 
advanced education and industry 
experience — he also currently 
serves clients in the health care 
industry, nonprofit organiza-
tions, human services operations 
and more. Coltrinari is very pas-
sionate about providing quality 
customer service to his clients, 
no matter the size and scope of 
their business. 

The workshop will be held via 
Zoom. Participants must register 
to get access to the Zoom link 

DOLORES RIVER 

Monument discussion  
rattles West End 

Cont. on Pg. 5

Cont. on Pg. 5
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History: Rimrocker Historical Society 
Flour Mills come to  
the West End, Part 5

By JANE THOMPSON, Rimrocker Historical Society

VanWinkle to lead 
AgriWest as fellow

SPECIAL TO THE FORUM

Reacting to a problem may 
be the typical way to deal 
with issues. Keeping the 

problem at bay by stopping it in its 
tracks before it develops is the bet-
ter solution. 

That’s the philosophy behind 
AgriWest, an initiative about to be 
undertaken by the Business Incu-
bator Center, thanks to a $262,500 
grant from the federal govern-
ment’s Economic Recovery Corps. 

AgriWest, if it is to succeed, 
will require vision, collaboration 
and hard work. Quite 
simply, the goal is to 
bring together the var-
ious stakeholders in 
the local agricultural 
economic sector to 
first, identify current 
concerns or forecasted 
problems detrimen-
tal to the long-term 
success of the indus-
try, and second, find 
and enact solutions to 
those problems before 
they become imped-
iments or threats to 
western Colorado’s 
production agriculture ecosystem. 

AgriWest was one of 65 initia-
tives awarded funding from the 
federal Economic Development 
Administration from the more 
than 500 that applied. The charge 
was to identify a unique economic 
project or area within a commu-
nity, and then bring together local 
experts to identify a successful 
path forward that can be scalable 
or applied to other like commu-
nities across the nation facing a 
similar issue. 

Agriculture has often been con-
sidered a recession-proof industry. 
However, experts agree that the 
industry must be “future-proofed” 
to protect vital economic resources 
from threats, from such things 
as water scarcity, more frequent 
and severe droughts, workforce 
and transportation concerns, and 
quickly evolving technologies. 

By applying an approach that 
includes industry leaders from 
around the region, studying trends 
and understanding research and 
best practices and by doing all of 
that collaboratively, new ideas can 
be brought forth for policy discus-
sion and consideration. 

“AgriWest is a unique, ground-
breaking initiative led by the 
Business Incubator that will help 
revolutionize agricultural and 
food security systems in western 
Colorado,” said Dalida Sassoon 
Bollig, the CEO of the Business 
Incubator Center. “With 40 per-
cent of the region’s economy rely-
ing on agriculture, AgriWest is set 

to emerge as a critical and positive 
tool for the future. It has the poten-
tial to shape regional agriculture 
economic development strategies 
and fortify the agricultural sector 
while honoring the region’s agri-
cultural roots.” 

To further strengthen the Eco-
nomic Recovery Corps’ effort, one 
fellow per initiative has been iden-
tified to help guide its success on a 
local level. Each fellow has indus-
try expertise matching the local 
initiative they are paired with and 
intimate knowledge of the commu-
nity and region they will serve as 

they facilitate mean-
ingful discussions and 
bring forth collabora-
tive solutions. 

In western Colorado, 
the Business Incubator 
is thrilled to announce 
that Janie VanWinkle 
has been accepted as 
the fellow to lead Agri-
West. VanWinkle is a  
rural Colorado native 
and lifelong beef pro-
ducer. Having grown 
up in Unaweep Can-
yon and later on the 
Dolores River between 

Gateway and Uravan, she learned 
about land, livestock and water at an 
early age. She and her husband own 
and operate a successful cattle ranch; 
VanWinkle Ranch strives to provide 
high-quality beef, responsible land 
and livestock stewardship, and cre-
ate a viable, economically-sound 
industry while furthering economic 
development in the region. 

Over the course of the two-and-
a-half year fellowship, VanWinkle 
will provide technical assistance, 
planning and capacity-building 
support for the initiative. 

“Success will look like honest 
conversations with all voices in our 
industry to create a roadmap for a 
sustainable future for our region as 
we tackle water scarcity, increased 
food and production costs and the 
benefits and challenges present 
with workforce, transportation, 
production, tourism, technology 
and changes to the industry,” Van-
Winkle said. “A focus on financial 
and economic success for both leg-
acy producers and new innovators 
will be a priority.” 

Mesa County Commissioner and 
Board Chair Bobbie Daniel said 
she whole-heartedly endorses and 
supports AgriWest. She said she 
has had many one-on-one conver-
sations with constituents involved 
in agriculture. 

“This grant creates an opportunity 
to break down silos and align our 
efforts and work together,” Daniel 
said. “This initiative is a ground-up, 
locally-driven effort with real expe-
rience informing the solutions.”

and attend by accessing https://
us06web.zoom.us/meeting/regis-
ter/tZIkfuCgrTsjH9IMz6VPiT8x-
rVeiXGtTFmRK.

Participants can also access the 
link by going to  telluridefounda-

Free insurance help
tion.org and clicking on “Upcom-
ing Nonprofit Workshops” under 
“What’s New” on the home page. 
For more information or help reg-
istering, people may contact April 
Montgomery at 970-728-8717 or 
april@telluridefoundation.org. 

Cont. from Pg. 1

“A focus on  
financial and  

economic success 
for both legacy 

producers and new 
innovators will  
be a priority.”

Janie VanWinkle 

Tanya Morlang, Associate Broker

Cell: (970) 729-0658

E-Mail: tanyamorlang1@gmail.com

Office: (970) 327-4114

1533 Grand Avenue,

Norwood, CO 81423

At Pine Cone Realty we don’t just sell properties, we fulfill dreams, while making lifelong relationships. Our name 
has become synonymous with trust, reliability, and unparalleled client satisfaction.

◊#1 Brokerage in sales volume since 2008 for Norwood, Redvale, Nucla, and Naturita combined.

◊ Two MLS services: Montrose MLS and Telluride MLS.

◊ Specializing in residential, land, commercial, and investment.

◊ Advertisements in all major public internet sites.

Contact me today for a free market 

analysis to find out what your property 

value is, or just to chat about real 

estate. Looking forward to helping you 

with all your real estate needs.

This image shows Norwood’s Grand Avenue in 1913. (Image courtesy of Rimrocker Historical Society)

T he Redvale Flour Mill suf-
fered the horrible fire to 
the mill, and Mr. Mowry’s 

home was also burned. The story 
of how it happened was just awful, 
and shocking that in a small town 
like Redvale there could be such a 
vicious incident happen. None the 
less, everything was gone, burned 
to the ground, and the Mowrys were 
left recuperating from this tragedy. 

An article from the Montrose 
Enterprise gave the theory which 
everyone had come to, that Mr. 
Mowry had bumped a lantern when 
he was attacked by the intruder in 
the flour mill, therefore causing 
the fire in the mill. They also sur-
mised that the fire in the house was 
caused by Mr. Mowry stumbling 
into the house with his injuries and 
bumping into another lantern. No 
arrests were ever made, and there 
was never enough evidence to 
search for the assailants hiding out 
in the mill that morning. The case 
seemed to be have gone nowhere. 
The insurance adjusters came in 
and Mr. Mowry was paid $6,500 
for the loss of his mill and home in 
Redvale. The Mowrys eventually 
left and went back to Cortez.

Over the next several months 
there was talk about rebuilding the 
mill in Redvale but eventually that 
idea died away. A brief note in the  
Telluride newspaper read, “Can’t 
be any superstitious farmers in that 
locality.” An article in the The Nor-

wood Post in November of 1914 
said, “Dame Rumor is busy with a 
story of a new flour mill, this one to 
be built at Coventry — unless one 
of the monied men interested has 
his way in the matter, in which case 
the mill will be located in Natu-
rita. Further developments will be 
awaited with interest — more or 
less.” Even Paradox farmers were 
talking about a small mill to be built 
in their valley. 

No sooner had the ashes settled 
from that cold January morning in 
Redvale than The Norwood Post, 
in the Feb. 6, 1914 issue, said about 
the Norwood mill, “A three-and-
one-half ton piece of the new flour 
mill machinery was raised to its 
position in the second story of the 
mill, Sunday … We may expect to 
hear the grind of the new mill ‘ere 
many days have passed.”

An article in the March 26, 1914  
Daily Journal had this from The 
Norwood Post, “Hot time at the 
Norwood Flour Mill — Next Tues-
day, the Ladies Aid represented 
by the society’s very best biscuit 
fabricators will serve hot coffee 
and rolls, or biscuits, at Norwood’s 
new flour mill. The biscuits are to 
be made of the first run flour put 
out by the mill, and it is safe to say 
that the affair will be a rich treat. 
A small fee will be charged, the 
proceeds to be used in the good 
work carried on by the Ladies Aid. 
Everybody go, for not only will 

there be A1 coffee but a whole lot 
of other things to make the affair a 
success … Be there and give the 
society an opportunity to increase 
its bank account.”

The Norwood flour mill was 
making flour, and I’m sure the 
farmers were happy to have a 
place to take their wheat. The mill 
seemed to have money issues and 
lots of problems with machinery. 
It was down for quite a while after 
they served those “biscuits and 
honey.” The mill finally “resumed 
operations” in December of 1915, 
after the investors ponied up a little 
more capital. 

An advertisement from the 
White Bros. Merc. Co. in a January 
1916 Norwood Post says the Nor-
wood flour mill was putting out 
some good flour. “Try it and you 
will buy it” was their motto. They 
were encouraging folks to “lay in 
a supply, as the price of flour is 
advancing rapidly.”

All of a sudden in March of 1916, 
word comes along that “Nucla will 
have a flour mill at last.” My good-
ness, these were competitive lit-
tle neighbors. When I first started 
researching this article, I was look-
ing to see if I could find any more 
information on the Nucla flour mill 
and found all of these other mills 
that came along way before Nucla. 
It’s been a saga, and a sad one for 
Redvale, but finally I will be able to 
tell the story of the Nucla flour mill.
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PO Box 724 · Nucla, Colorado 81424

AFFORDABLE BOOKKEEPING SERVICES

QuickBooks, Accounts Payable & Receivable, Sales Tax 
Assistance, Small Business Set Up,  Personal & Business 

Assistance,  Personal & Small Business Income Tax 
Preparation,  Complimentary Consultations,  Farm & 

Ranch Assistance

Deborah Snell (Owner)
E-Mail: affordablebkpingservices@gmail.com
Cell: (970) 209-1661  •  (719) 371-3734
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31186 Highway 145
Naturita, Colorado

(970) 864-7531
www.bruinwastemanagement.com

Residential, Commercial, 
Recycle, Portable Toilets & 

Roll Off Dumpsters

We now offer luxury portable 
toilet rentals for all of your 

event needs!

SERVING THE COMMUNITIES OF: 
Nucla, Naturita, Redvale, 

Norwood, Telluride, Ridgway, 
Log Hill, Delta, and Montrose

* Now ServiNg Your AreA * 

Four Seasons
Gutter Systems

Quality Service in WeStern 
colorado Since 1989

•           SeAmleSS 5” & 6” K-StYle

•   HANd Cut, SiNgle SeAm miterS

•         Steel, AlumiNum, & Copper

•             up to 10-YeAr wArrANtY

(970) 858-1347  ~  FOURSEASONSGUTTERSYSTEMS@YAHOO.COM
WWW.FOURSEASONSGUTTER.COM

10% militArY &
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140 E. Main Street
PO Box 158

Naturita, CO 81422

We are looking forward 
to Serving you.

Great Tires - Great Deals
29492 Hwy 97, Nucla, CO

(970) 864-2287

We Meet Your Tire Needs
We Appreciate & Thank You for Your Business

A team effort 
Virginia Ericson, of Flying 
Bear Pizzeria, and Jane 
Thompson, of Rimrocker 
Historical Society, share 
the amount collected from 
the cover charge after the 
Ridgway International  
Film Festival (RIFF) event in 
Naturita. (Courtesy image)
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205 E Main St. Naturita, Colorado
970-275-8310  ·  paradoxycle@gmail.com

Bicycle 
Outpost  
& Service  
Saloon

 

970.728.1834 
1630 Grand Ave · Norwood, Co. 81423

Retail Cannabis 21+ years old

Keep it SIMPLE!
NORWOOD LOCATION

OPEN MON - SAT 
11am - 7pm Everyday

FARM FRESH FLOWER
GROWN IN 

NORWOOD, CO

Debbie: 970-428-2364Debbie: 970-428-2364
Michele: 970-417-5103Michele: 970-417-5103

Office:  970-865-2525Office:  970-865-2525

We advertise on the 
following websites:   

Zillow, Realtor.com, Homes.com, 
Trulia, and Homes and Land

212 East Main Street
Naturita, Colorado 81422

We are always available to help you 
with your REAL ESTATE needs!

Serving our communities 
since 1913

970-865-2255

Located in Naturita  
at the corner of Highway 114 & 97
P.O. Box 160 Naturita, CO, 81422

Turf Replacement 
Program

Apply online by 
March 1st at

Develop a beautiful
water-wise

landscape and apply
to get reimbursed
for up to $2,000 in

project costs.

montrosecounty.net

Need a Ride?
All Points Transit can help!

Call 970-249-0128 to Schedule 
www.allpointstransit.org

Local Medical, Shopping, Errands & More
Regional service to Montrose & Grand Junction 

Dog saved by child
might happen if they tried a differ-
ent approach. 

When the little girl opened her 
car door and called to the dog, it 
simply jumped inside. 

The tears came again for Lin-
ville, who was so overcome with 
emotion. She was relieved to learn 
someone had the German Shep-
herd-Labrador mix, and amazed 
to learn that the dog was retrieved 
by the gentleness of a small child. 

The dog, now named “Athena,” 
slept in the UMC parking lot for 
an hour afterward, while Linville 
composed herself. 

The owner says that the chaos 
has settled. The dog is home, 
happy and healthy. Athena is eat-
ing her food, interacting with her 

new canine sister “Freya,” and 
has very much taken to Linville’s 
daughter. She enjoys playing ball 
and especially likes squeaker toys. 

Cont. from Pg. 1

Punky Linville’s daughter Kaidy-
nce happily walks Athena after 
the dog was brought safely 
home. (Courtesy image)

The family is keeping the dog 
leashed while on walks to be safe, 
but Athena seems to have aban-
doned her urge to run. 

Linville said she’s grateful to 
local communities for their help. 

“There were a couple people who 
were critical, but so many more 
were just willing to come out and 
drive around. They asked me what 
I needed and checked on me when I 
was crying in my car,” she said.

Linville said she had no idea who 
many of the Norwood people were, 
but it didn’t seem to matter, because 
they were so kind. She said she 
wouldn’t have caught Athena with-
out their help. She remains espe-
cially grateful to the Forbes family. 

“That little girl is my hero,” 
Linville said. 
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   Aggregate & 
Redi Mix Supplier 

    Call for a Quote or to Schedule a Delivery 
             SATURDAY DELIVERIES AVAILABLE 

          970.729.0997    970.327.4218 
    

 

 

(970) 729-1085          (970) 327-4218

Christopher Tooker 
Master Electrician 

 Electrical Contractor 
Phone: 970�864�2321  

tookeroffice@gmail.com  
www.tookerelectric.com 

New Construction 
Residential 
Commercial 
Service 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
NORWOOD
1920 Grand Ave

970-478-7868

TELLURIDE
200 E Colorado Ave

970-728-3640

Locally Owned and Operated

ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS 
1 & 2 bedroom apartments, Family Living at an affordable price.

Nucla Family Housing
300 East 3rd Street, Nucla, Colorado

(970) 864-2262 

Landmark Management:  712-276-1735  •  TTY: 800-659-2656
This institution is an equal opportunity provider

Proposed monument

Mustang basketball

Cont. from Pg. 1

Cont. from Pg. 1

would continue management of 
the area, but they’d put a commit-
tee into place to oversee it. She 
said there would be no gates or 
fees for admission. 

And, the BLM would be the 
organization to hold upcoming 
public meetings. 

Meanwhile, opposers have meet-
ings of their own planned. Nucla’s 
Sean Pond is heading up the group 
“Halt the Dolores Monument,” and a 
meeting was scheduled for Tuesday, 
Feb. 27, at 6:30 p.m. in Gateway. 
Pond also started a petition, which is 
circulating. He said people need to 
understand what’s happening. 

The common ground, accord-
ing to Pond, is that everyone 
wants to “preserve and protect.” 
Who doesn’t? 

But the West End has already lost 
the coal mine and power plant. With 
uranium coming back, the West End 
stands to lose that too. He said the 

monument will negatively affect the 
community by limiting mining, and 
the biggest uranium reserves in the 
country are local. 

Pond has investigated the pro-
posed monument boundaries. He 
said he wants the public to be 
aware of the “half-truths.” Even 
if the boundary leaves claims, 
companies won’t be able to access 
them with the road closures that 
come with monument status. 
Equipment and vehicles won’t be 
able to enter. 

He said the same is true for 
grazing. He said ranchers won’t 
get the access they need to deliver 
water or irrigate. He worries for 
the future of hunting too, and said 
access will be an issue. 

He’s concerned the monument 
will exploit the area. He said it 
will likely involve construction of 
ramps, camping services and more 
for the purpose of boating. 

He questions why the monument 

purports that it expands recreation, 
when recreation opportunities 
already abound. 

“This is probably one of the 
most wild and remote areas,” he 
said. “It’s preserved and protected. 
When they make an international 
tourist destination … ?”

Pond said it will negatively affect 
West End Trails Alliance, river users 
already here, and more. 

He has deep roots in the West End 
and previously worked in Uravan. 
He said he lives in Nucla for a rea-
son: to enjoy public lands in solitude. 

He added the monument 
shouldn’t be a political issue. He 
said people on both sides of the 
aisle already oppose the monument.

“We all vote differently,” he 
said, “but we are all together on 
this stand.” 

Another “Halt the Monument” 
meeting is scheduled for Saturday, 
March 2, at 10 a.m., in Naturita in 
the old gym. 

morning. “That’s what we have 
been working for and planning for.”

He said many of the team mem-
bers have played together for years, 
even the underclassmen because of 
AAU basketball. He’s also proud 
to host the regional tournament.

“Traveling is fun and builds a 
lot, but being able to play in our 

own house, our own gym, will be 
a boost,” he said. 

Kelly Arnold, who’s also the 
athletic director for West End Pub-
lic Schools, found out Monday 
the teams traveling to the West 
End for regional play are Flat-
irons Academy, Briggsdale High 
School and Prairie High School. 

The girls team had a rougher go, 

but it’s not over for them yet. They 
only played one game for districts 
and fell to De Beque in the semi-
finals, 32-35. Still, the ladies get 
to play in the regional tournament, 
but will have to travel. 

They will play Friday in Kiowa. 
If they win, they’ll get to compete 
again on Saturday for a ticket to 
the state tournament. 
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YOUTH

Mustang basketball 

The girls fell to De Beque in a close game last weekend during district play. Here, Lantry Galley shoots. 

The team will travel to Kiowa for regionals. 

Hemmy O’Brien had a great game Friday night against 
Dove Creek. 

Slade Gillen is one of the seniors proud to be advancing to the next tournament.

Brycen Rummel has consistently put up points for the Mustangs. Steele Arnold is grateful to host regionals in the team’s own gym. (Courtesy images)

Seniors like Keiran Bray hope it’s not over yet. 


