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By REGAN TUTTLE, Editor

At the last West End 
Solutions Group 
meeting, held at 
the Naturita Pub-
lic Library on Sept. 

20, more than 25 people were 
in attendance. Montrose County 
Commissioner Sue Hansen had 
said beforehand that District Attor-
ney Seth Ryan would be on site to 
speak to those at the meeting, along 
with Greg Hill, the county’s fraud 
investigator, who is also a former 
drug task-force officer. 

The two were scheduled to give 
an update of recent challenges and 
accomplishments. Unfortunately, 
though, the district attorney was 
not able to attend. 

Gill was able to speak about 
drug challenges in communities. 
Hansen said the group discussed 
the fentanyl problem in the U.S., 
and they discussed other drugs 
too. Hansen said the West End 
community is concerned about 
drug abuse locally. She said many 
people have expressed upset about 
current legislation and the decrim-
inalization of certain drugs. She 

said it’s difficult to now put cer-
tain offenders in jail and prosecute 
them. Hansen said she knows it’s 
“frustrating” for people. 

In the Sept. 20 meeting, there 
was a lot of “drug discussion,” and 
now another meeting is scheduled 
for the Naturita Community Cen-
ter. On Oct. 25, Montrose County 
Sheriff Gene Lillard will come 
and speak to those in the  commu-
nity who wish to attend. 

Hansen told the San Miguel 
Basin Forum “the overarching goal 
of the West End Solutions Group 

WEST END 

Community talks ‘drugs’; 
sheriff comes Oct. 25

EVENTS 

Pioneer Day 
in Norwood 
is Sept. 30  

By REGAN TUTTLE, Editor

This weekend marks the 
87th Pioneer Day in Nor-
wood, a beloved tradition 

on Wright’s Mesa that celebrates 
local history, the western way 
of life and homesteading. This 
year’s theme is “Hidden History of  
Lawless Pursuits.” 

The coronation of royalty hap-
pens on Grand Avenue at 10:30 
a.m., right in front of the U.S. 
Post Office. Then, Linda and 
Eric Loesch will be chauffeured 
by Noah and Christina Gregory, 
of Telluride Wranglers. Their 
team of horses will pull the his-
toric omnibus, the antique coach 
that has honored many Pioneer 
Day kings and queens through-
out the years. 

The parade happens at 11 a.m., 
and lineup is scheduled for 10:15 
a.m. Parade entrants can sign up and 
line up at that time at the Norwood 
Community Center, the same build-
ing as Norwood Town Hall. 

Categories for the parade are 
as follows: youth, school, pri-
vate, business/organization and 
also auto. For more information 
on the parade and judging criteria 
for floats, the public is welcome 
to call Norwood Town Hall at 
970-327-4288.

As always, the chuck wagon 
dinner is set to happen at Nor-
wood School in the all-purpose 
room at noon. The meal typically 
benefits students in some way. 
In the past it’s supported Nor-
wood’s junior class in producing 
the annual prom. This year, simi-
lar to the last few years, proceeds 
from the chuck wagon dinner will 
go to the school’s FFA program, 
sponsored by high school science 
teacher Catherine Kolbet. 

All are invited to come and eat. 
The FFA families will serve roast 
beef with mashed potatoes and 
brown gravy. The meal includes 
baked beans, coleslaw, sliced 
tomatoes and a roll with butter. 
Iced tea, lemonade and water will 
be available, along with coffee. 
For dessert, FFA families will 
serve round-up pudding with car-
amel sauce or Texas sheet cake. 
Cost for adults is $15, and $12 for 
kids and senior citizens. Children 
under 5 years old may eat free of 
charge. To-go chuck wagon meals 
are also possible. 

In keeping with tradition, the 
street games will happen at 1:30 
p.m. on the football field at Nor-
wood School. There will be the 
old-time games for kids and adults 
of all ages. Drinks and candy will 
be available for purchase too. 

Sponsors for Pioneer Day 
are the Norwood Study Club, 
Town of Norwood and the Nor-
wood Chamber of Commerce of 

NONPROFITS 

Community 
grants aim  

to benefit the 
West End 

SPECIAL TO THE FORUM

A s the result of successful 
fundraising efforts and 
a growing endowment, 

the West End Pay It Forward 
Trust (WEPIFT), working in part-
nership with the Citizens State 
Bank of Ouray-Montrose County 
Branch, is excited to announce 
that it is offering up to $19,500 in 
community grants, with a maxi-
mum request amount of $5,000 
per organization.This grant oppor-
tunity is available to any nonprofit 
organization, local taxing entity 
or organization working under the 
umbrella of a 501(c)(3) nonprofit 
that strives to benefit the com-
munity and its residents. Grants 
will be awarded to organizations 
for projects that focus specifi-
cally on the West End communi-
ties of Nucla, Naturita, Bedrock  
and Paradox.  

Organizations are encouraged to 
apply for a minimum of $500 and 
up to a maximum of $5,000. For 
grant guidelines, priorities and a 
downloadable application, the pub-
lic may visit westendpayitforward.
org. Applications must be received 
by Oct. 31 via one of the follow-
ing options: mail at WEPIFT, P.O. 
Box 171, Naturita, CO 81422 or 
email at westendpift@gmail.com. 
Applicants are encouraged to apply 
early. For questions, please contact 
the WEPIFT board at westend 
pift@gmail.com.

WEPIFT was created in 2013 
with the mission to improve the 
West End communities now and 
for future generations. Its purpose 
is to create and grow a perma-
nent, locally controlled endow-
ment fund to support community 
and economic development proj-
ects. Interest generated from the 
endowment supports community 
projects and charitable causes. 
WEPIFT’s policy states that it 
will use 5 percent of the total 
endowment each year for grants 
to the community. 

Starting with only $400 in July of 
2015, the WEPIFT board has now 
raised approximately $270,000 to 
date. For the fifth year, WEPIFT 
is partnering with Citizens State 
Bank of Ouray-Montrose County 
Branch, which is contributing 
$6,000 to make a total amount of 
$19,500 possible for it to distribute 
through community grants. 

In 2020, Tri-State Genera-
tion and Transmission Associ-
ation, Inc. generously donated 
$500,000 to WEPIFT to sup-
port economic and community 
development in the West End. 
WEPIFT has been deploying 
these funds via resiliency grants, 
which are focused on economic 

Cont. on Pg. 2
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Local teen completes  
50-mile bike race 

By KEIRAN BRAY,  
Forum Intern

On Sept.16, local teen David 
Quigley participated in the 
Gravel Rush, a mountain 

biking race that starts in Nucla, 
goes out to Third Park, on to Ura-
van, back to Naturita, and then 
finishes in Nucla. In total the race 
consisted of 50 miles, though a 
73-mile option also existed.

Quigley is a junior at Nucla High 
School and has been in the area 
since 2017. Throughout his time 
in the West End, he has found a 
love for riding bikes, though he is 
also an avid gymkhana competitor 
and competes in barrel racing, pole 
bending and other events on a horse.  

When he first moved to Nucla, 
he would just ride a bike around 
town. About two years ago he 
started trail riding a little bit more Cont. on Pg. 3 Cont. on Pg. 3

Cont. on Pg. 5

David Quigley rode 50 miles in 
the Gravel Rush. (Courtesy image) 

— “nothing special,” he said. 
Quigley found out about the 

Gravel Rush from local resident 
Brock Benson, owner and opera-
tor of bike shop Paradox Cycle in 
Naturita. From time to time, Quig-
ley would work with Benson on 
the bikes that the shop takes in for 
inventory, and he’s now an intern 
with Paradox Cycle. 

Benson first mentioned the 
Gravel Rush to Quigley. At first, 
the teen was a little skeptical; he 
had never ridden in a bike race 
before, and he didn’t have a good 
bike for the event. Benson offered 
use of a bike to Quigley, if he 
wanted to compete. 

After some thought, the high 
school junior decided to ride in the 
race, and he started to train for it. 
That meant riding around the town 
of Nucla. Some days he would go 
up the airport road and ride on cow 
trails he found up there.

As the big race approached, he 
said was feeling a bundle of emo-
tions. Having never ridden in a 
race before, he didn’t know what 
to expect. When race day came, he 
said he was full of excitement. 

For the majority of the Gravel 
Rush, Quigley said that he rode 

Varsity  
volleyball on 
the court 
Lantry Galley goes 
for the kill against 
Plateau Valley. The 
girls lost to the un-
defeated opponent, 
but stay strong for 
regular season play. 
(Courtesy image) 
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History: Rimrocker Historical Society

Walter and Myrtle Cooper  
settle in Naturita, Part 2

By JANE THOMPSON, Rimrocker Historical Society
Dear Editor,

This proclamation recognizes 
suicide as a national and statewide 
health problem, and suicide pre-
vention as a national and statewide 
responsibility, and designates Sep-
tember 2023 as “Suicide Prevention 
Awareness Month” in Naturita. This 
month overlaps World Suicide Pre-
vention day, Sept. 10, recognized 
internationally and supported by 
the World Health Organization. 

WHEREAS, suicide is the 12th 
leading cause of death in the United 
States, the second leading cause of 
death among children and teens 
ages 10-14, and the third leading 
cause of death among people aged 
15-24 (National Alliance on Mental 
Illness (NAMI);

WHEREAS, in the United States 
48, 183 people died by suicide in 
2021, equivalent to one death every 
11 minutes (Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC); 

WHEREAS, it is estimated that in 
2021, 1.7 million adults attempted 
suicide (CDC);

WHEREAS, in 2021, suicide was 
the eighth leading cause of death in 
Colorado (CDC);

WHEREAS, in 2021, Colorado 
had the sixth highest suicide rat-
ing of states in the United States 
— 1,384 people died by suicide in 
Colorado (CDC);

WHEREAS, over 90 percent of 
the people who die by suicide have 
experienced symptoms of a diag-
nosable and treatable mental health 
condition, although often that con-
dition was not recognized or treated 
(NAMI);

WHEREAS, organizations such 
as Tri-County Health Network are 
dedicated to saving lives and bring-
ing hope to those affected by sui-
cide, through research, education, 
advocacy, and resources for those 

who have lost someone to suicide or 
who struggle, and urge that we:

Recognize suicide as a prevent-
able national and state public health 
problem and declare suicide preven-
tion to be a priority.

Acknowledge that no single sui-
cide prevention program or effort 
will be appropriate for all popula-
tions or communities.

Address the disparity in access 
to mental health care for under-
served and underrepresented 
groups and advocate for ending 
these disparities.

Fund new suicide research to 
support culturally-informed and 
evidence-based mental health care 
and services.

Encourage initiatives based on 
the goals contained in the Colora-
do-National Collaborative for Sui-
cide Prevention.

Promote awareness that there is 
no single cause for suicide, and that 
suicide most often occurs when 
stressors exceed the coping abilities 
of someone struggling with a men-
tal health condition.

Develop and implement strate-
gies to improve and increase access 
to quality mental health, substance 
abuse, and suicide prevention ser-
vices and programs.

Continue advocacy to ensure 
we can reimagine a comprehen-
sive suicide, mental health, and 
substance use crisis response sys-
tem that builds on the historic 
new 988 number for the Suicide 
and Crisis Lifeline.

Therefore, BE IT RESOLVED 
that, I, Eugene Greenwood, Mayor 
of the Town of Naturita, do hereby 
designate September 2023 as “Sui-
cide Prevention Awareness Month” 
in Naturita, Colorado.

Eugene Greenwood
NATURITA 

West End Events  
•  FAMILY LINK CENTER: Meetings are third Wednesday of each month 

1 to 3 p.m. at the airport
•  WEST END PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Board meetings are third Tuesday of the 
month, 6 p.m., Nucla Middle-High School, in the library 

•  NUCLA-NATURITA FIRE DEPARTMENT: Board meetings are second 
Monday of the month, 6 p.m., Nucla Fire Hall. 

•  TOWN OF NUCLA: Board meetings are second and fourth Wednesday, 
except in November and December, at 7 p.m. at Nucla Town Hall. 

•  TOWN OF NATURITA:  Board meetings are second and fourth Tuesdays 
at 6 p.m. at the Naturita Community Center. 

•  BASIN CLINIC: Board meetings are third Tuesday of the month. 
•  MONTROSE WEST REC: Board meetings are first Monday of the month 

at 6 p.m. in the office of West End Visitors Center, 230 W. Main St. in 
Naturita; limited hours. See montrosewest.com for programs.

•  FARMERS MARKET: Thursdays, 4 to 7 p.m., in front of Wild Gal’s, 
starting late June.

•  WEST END DARK SKY ALLIANCE: No meeting schedule set. Email 
westenddarkskyalliance@gmail.com to join or volunteer.

•  RIMROCKER HISTORICAL SOCIETY: Board meetings are third Monday 
of the month at 5:30 p.m. in the museum building.

•  MONTROSE COUNTY SHERIFF’S POSSE: Meets first Monday of the 
month, 6 p.m., at Nucla Airport.

•  VETERANS COFFEE AND DONUTS: second Wednesday of the month, 
10 a.m., at Nucla Airport.

•  REDVALE COMMUNITY BUILDING BOARD: Meets first Sunday of 
every month at 4 p.m. in the Redvale Community Building.

•  WEST END TRAILS ALLIANCE (WETA): Meets third Thursday of month 
at 6 p.m.; follow WETA on Facebook for meeting locations; contact 
board to get involved.

This image shows cowboys on Norwood Hill, a postcard from 1911.  
(Image courtesy of Rimrocker Historical Society)

Grants

Early in the 1900s, a very 
rich vein of copper ore was 
found in the La Sal Moun-

tains on La Sal Creek, which runs 
into Paradox Valley. To get this 
ore to market, it was necessary to 
haul it with a team and wagon to 
Placerville, a distance of about 80 
miles. There it was, put on freight 
cars on a narrow gauge railroad, 
which ran through Placerville and 
Telluride and on through Ophir 
Loop. The train hauled gold and 
silver out of that area, and of 
course, brought in supplies to 
those thriving mountain towns.

Since the cattle business had 
proved unprofitable, Walter and 
another man decided to try hauling 
ore. They got four good horses and 
a large farm wagon and started out. 
The first leg of the journey was to 
Bedrock. The next day, they went to 
the copper mine, loaded the ore and 
returned to Bedrock. The next day 
they reached home again. With luck, 
they reached Norwood the next day 
and Placerville the day after. If noth-
ing disastrous happened, they made 
the complete round trip in a week. 
Supper, bed and breakfast were 
usually obtained for one dollar, so 
five nights away from home meant 
five dollars, plus feed for the horses, 
and five dollars was a significant 
amount of money in those days.

As mentioned earlier, the roads 
in those days were hardly more 
than trails. Many people of the 
area complain about Norwood Hill 
being dangerous today; they should 
have seen it then. If one wished to 
explore, traces of the old road can 
still be seen, but you would hardly 
believe a burro could climb it with-
out a pack, or that anyone could 
drive a four-horse team and wagon 
up and down it. “Roughlocks” were 
used to hold the wagon from going 
too fast, as well as the regular brakes 
all wagons had. The roughlocks 
were a chain, rope or just something 
fastened to a wheel to keep it from 
turning, and the driver had to know 
which wheel to put it on, or it would 
throw the wagon off to one side. 
Since roads then were wide enough 
for only one vehicle, with turnouts 
here and there for passing, throwing 
the wagon to one side could likely 
mean throwing it over the hill.

When rain continued for any 
length of time, mud would get 
almost axle-deep in some places, 
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and it might take many days to go 
the distance ordinarily traveled in 
one day. There were usually places 
where one could stay overnight 
about every 10 miles, but this, of 
course, was expensive.

While the men were hauling ore, 
the women necessarily tended the 
farms: irrigating, milking, feeding 
the livestock and doing numerous 
other chores besides caring for the 
children. Myrtle was perfectly capa-
ble of doing all this work, with the 
help of the children. Walter didn’t 
stay with ore hauling very long.

Myrtle was a real pioneer 
woman, who never shrank from the 
hard work or privations she had to 
endure. In fact, she rather enjoyed 
meeting hardships face-to-face, 
and conquering them. She was not 
afraid to stay alone night or day, 
and wild animals held no perils for 
her. She was an excellent shot with 
either a .22 or a shotgun, and she 
kept an eye out for coyotes, bobcats, 
foxes, hawks, owls and numerous 
other creatures that preyed on her 
chickens and turkeys.

Indians sometime stopped by, 

but it never worried her. They were 
always friendly, and she said they 
seemed to be merely riding through 
the country, usually stopping only 
to ask directions.

Myrtle was at home either riding 
or driving horses. In those days, 
women rode their horses with side-
saddles. These saddles were made 
with a stirrup on one side only. The 
seat was quite flat, and there was a 
kind of curved saddle horn in front, 
which the ladies hooked one leg 
over at the knee. People didn’t talk 
about legs in those days; they were 
limbs. But the ladies, including 
Myrtle, were quite adept at riding 
in this fashion, as women are today 
riding the western saddle. 

When the Coopers first moved to 
the valley, there were only two other 
houses. Gradually, other people fol-
lowed and took up vacant land and 
built their ditches to bring water 
from the river to raise their crops. 
The Coopers and their neighbors 
had much in common, and, in spite 
of hard work and long hours, did 
find time to be neighborly and help 
each other. … To be continued.

development. To date, WEPIFT 
has awarded more than $350,000 
for economic development and 
resiliency efforts in the West 
End. And, $100,000 of the resil-
iency funding was invested into 
the trust’s long-term endowment, 
which is used to help fund annual 
community grants.

WEPIFT will continue raising 
funds for its endowment so that 
it can support the community for 

many years to come. To make this 
possible, the trust hopes to increase 
the number of donors who give 
monthly. Currently, WEPIFT is col-
lecting approximately $700 monthly 
from donors who pledge a monthly 
donation through Citizens State 
Bank of Naturita, their primary bank, 
or their credit/debit card online. 

“Donations of $10 per month 
make a huge difference,” board 
members said in a press release. 
“WEPIFT is a simple and lasting 
way for residents of the West End 
to make a difference in their com-
munity by paying it forward to 
help the community now and for 

future generations.”
Currently, WEPIFT’s board 

includes Jane Thompson, Sara 
Bray, Kendra Ballard, Doylene 
Garvey, Sara Bachman, Sarah Car-
lisle, Troy Masters, Erin Jones and 
Alexander Price. April Montgom-
ery of the Telluride Foundation 
serves as an ex-officio member. 
Anyone interested in learning more 
about WEPIFT should contact  
westendpift@gmail.com, look for 
the nonprofit on Facebook or visit 
westendpayitforward.org. With 
interest in joining the WEPIFT 
board, please send letters of intent 
to westendpift@gmail.com. 
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Bike race
Cont. from Pg. 1
alone, but he met people along 
the way. The terrain was pretty 
rocky, and there were a lot of 
uphill portions. 

“That was the hardest part of the 
race,” he said. 

He added in an event like the 
Gravel Rush, there’s a good chance 
that a bike might start having 
problems. Luckily, his bike ran 
smoothly without any issues. 

The 50 miles took Quigley six 

hours, 24 minutes and 22 seconds 
to complete. 

“It was great,” he said. “I felt 
really happy and accomplished.” 

He said his family was very 
proud of him, and happy that he 
had participated. 

Regarding bicycling, in general, 
he said “it’s a lot of fun, there’s a 
lot of exercise in it, hopefully it 
will get me ready for this year’s 
track season.” 

Going forward, Quigley will 
be looking out for more races or 
events like the Gravel Rush to par-
ticipate in.

Race organizer Tim Tait 

said he was proud of the teen’s 
accomplishment. 

“David is a talented athlete and 
a respectable young man,” he said 
over the weekend. 

Tait added if other youth in the 
West End are interested in taking 
on the challenge next year, they 
can contact him at westendgravel 
rush@gmail.com or talk directly 
with Benson at Paradox Cycle. 

“The Gravel Rush would be 
happy to offer spots to local youth 
that are interested in tackling this 
challenge, and Brock would be 
the support line on equipment and 
gear,” he said.

Cutting the ribbon  
Montrose County staff and commissioners celebrate the Montrose Regional Airport renovations with remarks 
by Director of Aviation Lloyd Arnold. (Photo by Katie Yergensen)

EDUCATION 

Financial Aid 101 is  
next week on Zoom  

for students, families 
By ELLEN METRICK,  

Forum Contributor

College and trade school can 
be expensive, but filling 
out the Free Application 

for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) 
is just that — free — and fami-
lies don’t have to struggle through 
the application alone. True North 
Youth Program, along with Nor-
wood School counselor Rick Wil-
liams, is ready to educate and help 
families navigate the convoluted 
pathway to all things financial 
aid at an informational meeting 
Wednesday night. 

“This process is inevitable,” 
said Williams, who said that all 
high school students in Telluride, 

Norwood, and West End school 
districts, their guardians, and even 
students already in college will ben-
efit from this evening’s information 
because the application process can 
be challenging and is changing.

He added, “If you are a parent of 
a junior or senior, this is a must-at-
tend event if your child is planning 
on attending college or trade school 
and you will be needing financial 
aid to pay for their education.”

“It’s critical that students fill 
out the FAFSA form,” said Vivian 
Russel, executive director of True 
North, which helps students with 
scholarships, college and trade 
school applications and grants a 
large amount in scholarship funds to 
students in all three school districts.

Without the FAFSA, and the state 
version, CAFSA, students are not 
eligible for federal aid, state aid 
and many scholarships from private 
and public organizations, as well as 
higher education institutions. 

A number of changes have been 
made that affect applicants this year, 
not the least of which is a later-than-
usual application date in December.

Financial Aid 101 is via Zoom 
on Wednesday, Sept. 27, at 7 p.m. 
To receive the Zoom link, regis-
ter online at https://bit.ly/3rdIYFm 
(note that the fourth character after 
the // is a capital i, not a lowercase 
L). For more information, email 
True North Program Coordinator 
Zita Surprenant at zita@truenorthy 
outhprogram.org. 

Norwood
Cont. from Pg. 1
Wright’s Mesa.

Terri Snyder Lamers, president 
of Norwood Study Club, told the 

San Miguel Basin Forum that she’d 
love to see people come out and 
enjoy the town’s beloved holiday. 

“This is the 87th annual Pioneer 
Day celebration,” she said. “It’s a 
fun day for all ages.”

She added the weather is sup-
posed to be “gorgeous.” 

The Study Club used to have 
the Pioneer Day holiday earlier 
in September, but one year real-
ized the end of the month was 
better for avoiding monsoons 
and storms. Historically, the last 
Saturday in September makes for 
ideal weather. 
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Serving our communities 
since 1913

970-865-2255

Located in Naturita  
at the corner of Highway 114 & 97
P.O. Box 160 Naturita, CO, 81422

Christopher Tooker 
Master Electrician 

 Electrical Contractor 
Phone: 970�864�2321  

tookeroffice@gmail.com  
www.tookerelectric.com 

New Construction 
Residential 
Commercial 
Service 

Uranium Price – Sept. 18, 2023
$65.50

Debbie: 970-428-2364Debbie: 970-428-2364
Michele: 970-417-5103Michele: 970-417-5103

Office:  970-865-2525Office:  970-865-2525

We advertise on the 
following websites:   

Zillow, Realtor.com, Homes.com, 
Trulia, and Homes and Land

212 East Main Street
Naturita, Colorado 81422

We are always available to help you 
with your REAL ESTATE needs!

FLYING BEAR 
PIZZERIA

Thu– Mon · 11:30am – 10pm 
(Kitchen open until 9) 

Order online at: 
www.pizzabikesbeer.com 

970.865.2453 
Main Street · Naturita
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ALPINE WELLNESS
OPEN MON – SAT

11am – 7pm (7 days/wk)

Lowest Prices in Town!
(all prices tax included)

970.728.1834  · 1630 Grand Ave · Norwood, Co. 81423

3 for $20 Kush Master Wax
 
$30 – 1000mg House Vapes
 
Buy one house vape,
get 2 for 1 HRVST wax

RSO/Phoenix tears oil $20/g

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
NORWOOD
1920 Grand Ave

970-478-7868

TELLURIDE
200 E Colorado Ave

970-728-3640

Schedule Your
FREE

Annual Medicare Wellness Visit
• The Annual Medical Wellness Visit is designed to help 

keep you healthy and provide you with the support you 
need to have a healthy quality of life as you age.

WE HOPE YOU WILL TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THIS 
100% COVERED BY MEDICARE BENEFIT 

(NO DEDUCTIBLE OR COINSURANCE)

To Schedule Your Appointment, 
Please call the Basin Clinic at: (970) 865-2665

Our PrOviders
• April rAndle, Md And MedicAl director

• robert tApley, Fnp
• AngelA Miller, pA-c

• cArol Scott, pA-c

COntaCt the Basin CliniC
• 421 AdAMS Street, nAturitA, colorAdo

• (970) 865-2665

FREE FLU SHOTS
FOR EVERYONE!

Get your 2023 flu shot at the Basin Clinic –  
absolutely free for anyone!  

Wednesday October 18th
from 3 p.m. to 7 p.m.

“Drive-thru Flu Shots” – just follow the signs  
at the clinic and get ready for the flu season.  

No appointment needed!

For all your regular health care, call 865-2665.
Angela Miller, PA-c    Carol Scott, PA-c    Robert Tapley, FNP

April Randle, MD and Medical Director
(EEOIC patients – please call to schedule with our MD)

For help with medical situations after hours
call 865-2665 and follow prompts

Enjoy 4 sEasons inEnjoy 4 sEasons in

southwEst Colorado’ssouthwEst Colorado’s
outdoor jEwEl!outdoor jEwEl!

Nora Davis (Owner)
(970) 428-2236

217 West Main Street 
Naturita Colorado

E-Mail: 
rimrockerrealestate@gmail.com

Website: 
www.rimrockerrealestate.com

Community talks ‘drugs’
Cont. from Pg. 1

Riding lows 
and highs 
JV football had 
their first loss 
of the season 
to Mancos, 
losing 0-28. Last 
Friday, though, 
they traveled to 
Altamont, UT, 
where the varsity 
team won 28-0, 
and JV team won 
36-22. 

The middle 
school volleyball 
team hosted 
Mancos last  
Tuesday where 
the A team won 
in two games. 
Thursday the 
girls traveled to 
Telluride and had 
an unfortunate 
loss in a three-
games series.  
(Photos by  
Brandie McCabe)

is to listen to whatever the concern 
is.” She agreed that she and Mon-
trose County staff and commis-
sioners are paying attention, and 
helping to organize support, ongo-
ing discussions and also plans. 

Already in Nucla, Tracy Hill 
and Kelly Arnold helped organize 
a drug prevention talk at West End 
Public Schools District, given by 
Greg Hill. Superintendent Clint 
Wytulka said it’s the second year of 
the program. This year, Greg Hill 
spoke about methamphetamines 
and other drugs, especially fen-
tanyl. This year, the program also 
included the seventh and eighth 
grades, though last year it only 
focused on high school students. 

Students did participate in the 
presentation and had questions 

for the presenter about things 
they’d seen or wondered about — 
including methamphetamines and 
signs to watch out for that could 
indicate someone might be using 
methamphetamines. 

Wytulka said it’s an import-
ant educational matter, and he’s 
pleased the talks have been estab-
lished in the school setting. 

“I think anytime we can edu-
cate kids on what’s going on in the 
drug world — and its impacting 
places everywhere; the fentanyl 
scare is real — I think that edu-
cation, so these kids understand 
what’s out there, is super import-
ant,” Wytulka said on Monday. 

Greg Hill told the Forum the 
kids were receptive, and he was 
impressed with their engagement. 

“It was very eye-opening, the 

questions they were asking,” he 
said. “They were trying to put 
pieces together from situations 
they’ve been around.”

He said it’s important to be 
proactive with kids today. He said 
the conversations about drugs, 
especially fentanyl, need to hap-
pen, since parents might not even 
have the information they need to 
educate kids. 

“That’s my goal,” he said. “The 
more knowledge kids have, the 
safer the community will be.” 

Greg Hill would like to see 
schools like Montrose, Ouray and 
Telluride open their doors to such 
talks. He added he left Nucla and 
Naturita students with his contact 
information, along with the num-
bers for the sheriff’s deputies and 
mental health resources. 
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