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By REGAN TUTTLE, Editor

The second-annual West 
End Gravel Rush bicy-
cle race happens this 
weekend, Sept. 16, and 
starts in Nucla Town 

Park. An off-road bicycling event, 
it utilizes a network of dirt roads in 
western Montrose County. 

The Gravel Rush has two course 
options available for riders, a 
50-mile ride and also a 73-mile ride. 
Participants will leave Nucla Town 
Park at 9 a.m. and ride through 
Second and then Third Park, head-
ing into Uravan. The event finishes 
back in Nucla Town Park. 

“We do basically all of Long Park 
to Coke Ovens and a short stint of 
Naturita,” said organizer Tim Tait. 

There are 160 riders this year, 
up 60 percent from last year. Eight 

individuals from the West End are 
participating. Many locals are also 
volunteering for the event, manning 
different stations and intersections. 

Tait said locally there seems 
to be more interest in bicycling, 
and there are more resources, too, 
with the establishment of Paradox 
Cycle and also the new Naturita 
Bicycle Company. He added not 
everyone seems to be mountain 
biking. Some people are enjoying 
bikes for commuting or just run-
ning errands. 

With the work Brock Benson 
is doing with apprenticeships and 
supporting local youth through 
bike programming, Tait said young 
people are bound to take interest. 
He said a young person who went 
through a youth bicycle develop-
ment program in Durango, Sepp 
Kuss, is leading prestigious bicy-

cling events globally. He won’t be 
surprised if West End kids go on to 
do big things too, considering the 
resources available. 

For Saturday’s event, Walk-In 
Coffee will be serving compli-
mentary coffee to anyone — not 
just event participants — that 
morning. Tait said he’s grateful for 
owner Laura Sherman’s support, 
as well as other business owners, 
for the Gravel Rush. He wants to 
work with different businesses 
for the event, and there will be an 
economic benefit from riders who 
will end the day hungry, thirsty and 
needing a place to sleep. 

The night before, on Sept. 15, 
there is a “block party” scheduled 
at Flying Bear Pizzeria (inside 
Naturita Bicycle Company). That 
celebration also includes Paradox 
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M2D  
fundraiser 
happens on 

Sept. 23
By REGAN TUTTLE, Editor

I t’s that time of year again, and 
the Mountains to Desert Clas-
sic bike ride happens on Sept. 

23, next weekend. A fundraiser 
for the Just for Kids (JFK) Foun-
dation, representatives said the 
event helps support local youth in 
the region, and specifically in the 
west ends of both San Miguel and 
Montrose counties.  

This marks the 20th anniversary 
of the bike ride tour, and organizers 
are hoping to raise $200,000 that 
will be funneled back into local 
communities. Anyone is welcome 
to make a donation, and those 
participating in the ride are also 
fundraising, with sponsors backing 
them on the tour. 

The ride begins in Telluride, 
though some will start in Norwood. 
The route goes through Naturita 
and runs all the way to Gateway, 
where a dance party has been 
planned. At the finish line, Disco 
Fuego will perform, and food will 
be provided by La Cocina de Luz, 
of Telluride. 

There are riders from the West 
End participating, and anyone 
under 21 years of age gets a 50 
percent discount on their regis-
tration, even if they start the tour 
from Norwood. So far listed in 
the top fundraisers (as of press 
time) were Paul Koski, of Nucla, 
and also the Daranyi family,  
of Norwood. 

Some in West End communi-
ties are also volunteering for the 
event. Various volunteer positions 
still exist, from bag organizing to 
running a station, and those types 
of duties can be claimed by visiting 
runsignup.com/Race/Volunteer/
CO/Telluride/m2dclassic.

Some organizations that are ben-
efitted by the JFK Mountains to 
Desert Classic, specifically in the 
West End, are One to One Men-
toring, Naturita Early Learning 
Center, Norwood Public School, 
Wright’s Stuff Community Foun-
dation, Bright Futures, Lone Cone 
Library, Montrose West Recre-
ation, Juvenile Services, the Pin-
head Institute, True North Youth 
Program and others. 

A 501(c)(3) established in 1999 
and based in Telluride, the Just 
For Kids Foundation serves the 
San Miguel Watershed region and 
“provides essential scholarships, 
operating grants, program sup-
port, capital and start-up funding, 
and equipment to deserving youth 
and youth organizations,” the 
website says. 

Mountains to Desert Classic 
bike ride is the foundation’s only 
funding event, and, thanks to the 
donations and fundraising efforts 
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A special committee in the 
West End has formed and 
established a new award. 

“In celebration of her years of 
service at the Naturita Commu-
nity Library, it is my great honor 
to announce the founding of the 
Susan Rice Community Compas-
sion Award,” said Brock Benson in 
a news release over the weekend. 

The award seeks to “acknowl-
edge and appreciate members of 
West End communities who exhibit 
an extraordinary amount of com-
passion toward their community 
through service, sacrifice and good 
will toward those who would bene-
fit greatly from kindness and empa-
thy,” Benson added. 

He said the new honor seeks to 
uplift an “often overlooked person” 
in the community, one who dedi-
cates much of their time and energy 
for the betterment of local society. 

Now, a board comprised of Ben-
son, Jack Lee, Bryan Keeton, Allie 
Sutherland and new library direc-
tor Leslie Ament will oversee the 
nominations and decision-making 
process for the first recipient. 

“If there is someone in our com-
munity whom you think fits the 
purpose of our mission, and you 
want them to be recognized for 
their compassion, please feel free 
to pick up a nomination form,” 
Benson said. 

Applications are available at the 
Naturita Community Library, as 
well as other places, including both 
the Nucla and Naturita town halls, 
the WEEDC space at the Collective 
Mine, Nucla Public Library, the 
community center in Paradox and 
Paradox Cycle in Naturita, as well 
as online via Facebook. 

The recipient of the first-ever 
Susan Rice Community Compas-
sion Award will receive $500 to 
disperse to a local nonprofit of their 
choice, as well as a plaque that 
commemorates their service to the 
West End community. Updates and 
details will be shared via Facebook 
on the Susan Rice Community 
Compassion Award page. Nom-
inations will be open until 4 p.m 
on Dec. 31. The board will review 
applications and make its decision 
by the end of January. 

Benson said the award honors 
others, as well as Rice. 

“For those unaware, Susan Rice 
recently retired from a long and 
successful career as the library 
manager in Naturita, where she 
used her position to care for and 
lift up so many members of our 
community with her deeply rooted 
sense of kindness and empathy 

Cont. on Pg. 2

NUCLA

Commissioners dedicate property  
to West End Family Link

SPECIAL TO THE FORUM

T he Montrose Board of 
County Commissioners 
voted to invest in the West 

End community, as the board 
donated a 0.427-acre lot and 
building to the West End Family 
Link Center at last week’s regu-
larly scheduled board meeting.

For years, Montrose County 
has leased the property and build-
ing, located at 853 Main Street in 
Nucla, to West End Family Link 
Center, a community-based non-
profit that provides low-to-no 
cost supportive services. These 
services include referrals, edu-
cation towards self-management, 

evidence-based programs (par-
enting and nutrition classes) and 
emergency assistance services, 
such as heating assistance and 
food bank services.

“Five years ago, the West End 
Family Link board began a stra-
tegic plan with big goals — to 
purchase a van, create stability 
in staffing, and find a permanent 
home,” said West End Family 
Link Board President Doris Van 
Ness. “Today, the final piece of 
the dream is a reality. We have 
a home for the West End Family 
Link. Thank you to the board and 
County Manager Jon Waschbusch 
for this idea and believing in our 
services and mission.”

In the process of working on 
long-term capital plans, County 
Manager Jon Waschbusch put forth 
the idea to dedicate the property 
to the Family Link. The commis-
sioners’ unanimous support of the 
donation culminated in last week’s 
vote. Commissioners expressed 
their support. 

“This is about doing what is in 
the best interest of our community,” 
said Commissioner Roger Rash. 
“Growing up in the West End, my 
family relied on these services, and 
I know how critical they can be for 
a family’s well being and a com-
munity’s success. West End Family 
Link is important to the West End 

Cont. on Pg. 2 Cont. on Pg. 3

This photo shows a dedication celebration at West End Family Link on Sept. 8. (Photo by Tanner Nelson) 

Cont. on Pg. 3
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History: Rimrocker Historical Society

A trip to Naturita
By JANE THOMPSON, Rimrocker Historical Society

RECIPE  

Bri Bonacquista’s  
vegetable-beef soup

By KEIRAN BRAY

Vegetable  
Beef Soup
Ingredients 
Steak or hamburger, browned
Beef bouillon 
Potatoes, chopped 
Any vegetables, like carrots, 

celery, onion 
1 can tomatoes 
Thyme
Marajorm 
Salt and Pepper
Celery seed 

Directions 
Mix all ingredients together. 
Add water if it’s too thick. 
Heat until hot and bubbly. 
But, a must-have to go  
with the soup is baking  
powder biscuits.

West End Events  
•  FAMILY LINK CENTER: Meetings are third Wednesday of each month 

1 to 3 p.m. at the airport

•  WEST END PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Board meetings are third Tuesday of the 
month, 6 p.m., Nucla Middle-High School, in the library 

•  NUCLA-NATURITA FIRE DEPARTMENT: Board meetings are second 
Monday of the month, 6 p.m., Nucla Fire Hall. 

•  TOWN OF NUCLA: Board meetings are second and fourth Wednesday, 
except in November and December, at 7 p.m. at Nucla Town Hall. 

•  TOWN OF NATURITA:  Board meetings are second and fourth Tuesdays 
at 6 p.m. at the Naturita Community Center. 

•  BASIN CLINIC: Board meetings are third Tuesday of the month. 
•  MONTROSE WEST REC: Board meetings are first Monday of the month 

at 6 p.m. in the office of West End Visitors Center, 230 W. Main St. in 
Naturita; limited hours. See montrosewest.com for programs.

•  FARMERS MARKET: Thursdays, 4 to 7 p.m., in front of Wild Gal’s, 
starting late June.

•  WEST END DARK SKY ALLIANCE: No meeting schedule set. Email 
westenddarkskyalliance@gmail.com to join or volunteer.

•  RIMROCKER HISTORICAL SOCIETY: Board meetings are third Monday 
of the month at 5:30 p.m. in the museum building.

•  MONTROSE COUNTY SHERIFF’S POSSE: Meets first Monday of the 
month, 6 p.m., at Nucla Airport.

•  VETERANS COFFEE AND DONUTS: second Wednesday of the month, 
10 a.m., at Nucla Airport.

•  REDVALE COMMUNITY BUILDING BOARD: Meets first Sunday of 
every month at 4 p.m. in the Redvale Community Building.

This circa 1900 image shows the Rockwood Blake family outside their adobe house in Naturita, built in 1888. 
(Image courtesy of Rimrocker Historical Society)

to those in need,” he said. “Susan 
Rice is a pillar in our community 
who represents the true compas-
sionate spirit of the pioneers who 
settled the West End, and serves 
as an inspiration to us all in living 
a life of purpose and service to our 
fellow man.”

Rice worked 17 years in her role, 
helped facilitate the new library 
construction, was instrumental in 
the forming of youth program-
ming and more. She served on the 
Just For Kids Foundation board of 
directors, and the West End Pay 

Community award

Link
Cont. from Pg. 1
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residents, and I am proud to be able 
to make this happen today.”  

Commissioner Keith Caddy 
agreed. 

“I think this will give you the 
opportunity to take this to the next 
level. You guys do great work 
down there, and this is an essential 
community service,” he said. 

Last Friday, on Sept. 8, a small 
gathering took place at the site to 

honor the building’s transition. 
Now, the county is also com-

pleting design of a new facil-
ity for the Sheriff’s Office in 
the West End, which will also 
include space for Health and 
Human Services staff. For more 
information on Montrose County, 
and to watch last week’s meet-
ing, the public is invited to visit  
montrosecounty.net.

According to its website, West 
End Family Link Center is a com-
munity-based nonprofit, founded in 
1993, and one of the original fam-

ily resource center members of the 
Family Resource Center Associa-
tion. West End Family Link Cen-
ter serves an area of 2,069 square 
miles, which includes the west 
ends of both Montrose and San 
Miguel counties. Both west ends 
are geographically and financially 
isolated from the eastern portion of 
both respective counties. From the 
Family Link office in Nucla, it’s at 
least a 90-minute to two-hour drive 
one-way to hospitals, shopping 
centers, entertainment, other social 
services and more. 

Bri Bonacquista’s grandma used to make this on the ranch for 
her when she was a kid. She said her grandma never mea-
sured anything, so just add a dash or two of the seasonings. 

Baking Powder 
Biscuits
Ingredients 
2 cups flour 
1/2 tsp. salt
4 tsp. baking powder 
1/2 tsp. cream of tartar 

(Optional) (She never adds 
cream of tartar, and the 
biscuits turn out great.)

1/2 cup lard
2/3 cups milk

Directions 
Mix dry ingredients together  
and cut in the lard. Add 
milk. Roll out about ½’’ thick and 
cut into biscuits. Melt butter 
on a cookie sheet and place 
biscuits in butter on the sheet. 
Cook at 425 for 15 minutes. 

it Forward Trust’s board, too. A 
recipient of the Telluride Founda-
tion’s Citizen of the Year Award in 
2018, the foundation reported that 
she’s often cared for the homeless 
and the hungry. 

“It is our great pleasure to honor 
Susan in this way,” Benson said, 
“and we hope you will join us in 
continuing the spirit of compas-
sion and kindness that her life’s 
purpose helped to cultivate. Please 
don’t hesitate to take this oppor-
tunity to lift up that person in our 
community who deserves this 
thoughtful recognition.”

This article from The Altru-
rian of May 1, 1896, tells 
of another group of folks 

thinking about joining up with the 
Colorado Cooperative Company 
and their trip to Naturita to check 
out the prospects. The Altrurian 
newspaper was the paper that the 
CC Company started in January 
of 1895 to get the word out around 
the country about this new coop-
erative, utopian community. The 
Altrurian was very successful, and 
this group of Kansas folks decided 
to run on over to Naturita and check 
out the “promised land.” I always 
enjoy these stories about the trips 
that people made to our neck of the 
woods back in the “old days.”

Remember, there was no town of 
Nucla yet. The company headquar-
ters was still in Naturita, where they 
leased property from Rockwood 
Blake to feed and house the few 
families who had come to start this 
endeavor of building a ditch to bring 
water to what would later become 
Nucla. I love how it says the ladies 
chose to walk up the big hill, rather 
than ride in the wagon. We think 
Norwood Hill is bad now; I can’t 
imagine taking a chance in a wagon 
going up that hill. I probably would 
have gotten out and walked too!  
I hope you enjoy this letter from  
Mr. Ruggles, of Kansas.

“My trip to Naturita
Editor Altrurian,
Thinking it might be of interest 

to the readers of the Altrurian, I 
will give a brief sketch of my trip. 

We had the usual experience of 
travelers who take the D. & R. G. R. R.  

winding our way over the moun-
tains. The ever-varying scenery 
along that route makes one nearly 
break his neck looking up. Twen-
ty-one hours after leaving Den-
ver, we rolled into Placerville. The 
accommodations here are limited, 
and only the ladies in our company 
had beds. We men had to share the 
office floor with Jim “the pusher.”  
Jim don’t think much of “them 
Kansas fellows,” they cannot do 
anything without his light and they 
want his place on the floor. 

Next morning, we started for the 
“promised land.” The teamsters are 
jovial fellows, but as they had lady 
passengers, we men walked, as we 
could see the scenery better; and I 
noticed that when they came to the 
big hill 1 and a half miles long that 
takes you on top of the mountains, 
the ladies walked also. We stopped 
for dinner at C. C. Conklins’ ranch, 
a whole-souled old settler who 
made us welcome. 

After gaining the mountain top, 
we strike a regular Kansas road, 
straight for several miles. Arrived 
in Norwood at early supper time 
and was made welcome by Mr. 
and Mrs. Davis at their hotel. We 
had struck a Christian land again, 
for they only charged us $1 a day. 
They are warm friends of the C. 
C. Co. The next day, the teamsters 
were a little more merciful and 
let us ride most of the way on the 
down-hill pull. 

The next town of interest was 
Shenandoah, a new town building 
on a high plateau of land just being 
watered. We rolled into Naturita 
about 5 o’clock, some stopping 

at Mr. Bremmer’s, some at Mrs. 
Blake’s, and the rest at Mrs. Chat-
field’s. All were strangers here, but 
Mr. and Mrs. J. W. Smith, whom I 
had met in Mexico, but it did not 
take us long to get acquainted as 
we were made welcome, and the 
next day as we were all anxious to 
see the park that is to be the future 
homes, we were asked by Presi-
dent Brown to accompany him on 
a tour of inspection, and were all 
pleased at the look of the park, and 
so reported on our return. 

We were shown over the line 
of the little ditch built last sum-
mer to water the Blake ranch, 
then up the mountain and saw the 
Indian engraving on the big rock, 
and then went to Cottonwood to 
visit the big ditch line and camp. 
We found them nicely situated in 
the buildings of an old gold min-
ing camp. About 20 hardworking 
young men were plowing, scrap-
ing, blasting rock and shoveling 
a ditch along the mountain side, 
and one would not want to advo-
cate that it could not be built if he 
did not want to get their opinion 
of him. After two weeks of pleas-
ant stay, we joined ourselves with 
them and returned home to assist 
them at their work and provide 
ourselves with a future home. 

 Geo. B. Ruggles —  
Osborn City, Kansas.”

What a trip! Who knows if any 
of those Kansas folks ever came 
back to live in the “promised land,” 
but they enjoyed their two-week 
vacation enough to sign on with the 
dream of utopia.
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This image shows the first Gravel Rush in 2022. This year, registration is up 60 percent. (Photo by Tim Tait)

Gravel Rush bike race

M2D fundraiser

Cycle, located across the street. 
The Gravel Rush is competitive 

to a degree — but not as serious 
as other bicycling events in the 
region. Tait said there will be a 
wide range of riders. Some will 
ride the course very hard; others 
will take more time and enjoy the 
day with friends. 

Tait said he acknowledges the 
West End Sheriff’s Posse and 
local EMS for playing a key sup-
port role the day of Gravel Rush, 
going “above and beyond” to 
help. In what can be challenging 

terrain, he said the event can’t 
happen without them. Riders 
had the option to make dona-
tions to the sheriff’s posse and 
EMS when they entered, and the 
event did raise $1,200 for those 
organizations.

He asks all in local communities 
to take care on Saturday as riders 
navigate roads. He said Gravel 
Rush participants will be focused 
on being safe and abiding by traf-
fic laws, but he requests patience 
from motorists. 

A single-day event, the Gravel 
Rush will be complete by eve-

ning. That’s because the fast-
est riders will be finishing the 
50-mile portion in about three 
hours. The 73-mile riders will 
be done in roughly 5 and one 
half hours. Tait expects people to 
begin rolling back into Nucla in 
the 2 to 4 p.m. timeframe. 

At the finish line, Benson is 
set to play music in the town 
park, and everyone is welcome 
to come out and see the riders 
complete the Gravel Rush. Tait 
said all are invited, the event is 
not exclusive, and he did rent the 
park pavilion, too. 

Cont. from Pg. 1

Cont. from Pg. 1
from 2022, Just for Kids awarded 
$133,000 to 40 worthy applicants 

in its 2022 grant cycle. 
To see those grant recipients, 

view upcoming grant deadlines and 

read more about the history of the 
organization, all are invited to visit 
www.justforkidsfoundation.org.



4 · San Miguel Basin Forum · Wednesday, September 13, 2023

Looking to Place a Classified?
And have thousands of people see it? Place an ad in the San Miguel Basin Forum

(970) 864-7425

Serving our communities 
since 1913

970-865-2255

Located in Naturita  
at the corner of Highway 114 & 97
P.O. Box 160 Naturita, CO, 81422

Schedule Your
FREE

Annual Medicare Wellness Visit
• The Annual Medical Wellness Visit is designed to help 

keep you healthy and provide you with the support you 
need to have a healthy quality of life as you age.

WE HOPE YOU WILL TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THIS 
100% COVERED BY MEDICARE BENEFIT 

(NO DEDUCTIBLE OR COINSURANCE)

To Schedule Your Appointment, 
Please call the Basin Clinic at: (970) 865-2665

Our PrOviders
• April rAndle, Md And MedicAl director

• robert tApley, Fnp
• AngelA Miller, pA-c

• cArol Scott, pA-c

COntaCt the Basin CliniC
• 421 AdAMS Street, nAturitA, colorAdo

• (970) 865-2665

Uranium Price – Sept. 4, 2023
$60.75

Debbie: 970-428-2364Debbie: 970-428-2364
Michele: 970-417-5103Michele: 970-417-5103

Office:  970-865-2525Office:  970-865-2525

We advertise on the 
following websites:   

Zillow, Realtor.com, Homes.com, 
Trulia, and Homes and Land

212 East Main Street
Naturita, Colorado 81422

We are always available to help you 
with your REAL ESTATE needs!

FLYING BEAR 
PIZZERIA

Thu– Mon · 11:30am – 10pm 
(Kitchen open until 9) 

Order online at: 
www.pizzabikesbeer.com 

970.865.2453 
Main Street · Naturita
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Christopher Tooker 
Master Electrician 

 Electrical Contractor 
Phone: 970�864�2321  

tookeroffice@gmail.com  
www.tookerelectric.com 

New Construction 
Residential 
Commercial 
Service 

ALPINE WELLNESS
OPEN MON – SAT

11am – 7pm (7 days/wk)

Lowest Prices in Town!
(all prices tax included)

970.728.1834  · 1630 Grand Ave · Norwood, Co. 81423

3 for $20 Kush Master Wax
 
$30 – 1000mg House Vapes
 
Buy one house vape,
get 2 for 1 HRVST wax

RSO/Phoenix tears oil $20/g

FREE 
LEGAL 

AID
Naturita and Nucla  

public libraries
2 p.m. 

Call to schedule 

Sept. 13

Oct. 11 

Nov. 8

Dec. 13

Enjoy 4 sEasons inEnjoy 4 sEasons in

southwEst Colorado’ssouthwEst Colorado’s
outdoor jEwEl!outdoor jEwEl!

Nora Davis (Owner)
(970) 428-2236

217 West Main Street 
Naturita Colorado

E-Mail: 
rimrockerrealestate@gmail.com

Website: 
www.rimrockerrealestate.com

LETTERS 

You’re invited to solar 
array info potluck 

Dear Editor,

In order to keep the community 
interest, education and momen-
tum going in regards to the current 
permit on the 640 acre State Land 
Board parcel southeast of Norwood, 
for a huge solar array, a community 
potluck is being hosted on Sept. 16 
(Saturday) at 6 p.m. at 1027 County 
Rd., 44ZS, in Norwood.

Please bring chairs and a pot-
luck dish to share. Paper goods 
will be provided.

Follow PROTECT WRIGHT’S 
MESA COMMUNITY COALI-
TION or the Norwood Collective 
on Facebook for updates.

Terri Lamers
NORWOOD

A decision based 
solely on reason 
Dear Editor,

There is a new (2022) movie out 
called “Nuclear Now” that has just 
recently filtered down and caught 
the attention of Uranium produc-
ers, nuclear power advocates and 
the general public. Actually, it is a 
documentary that was directed and 
co-written by Hollywood icon Oli-
ver Stone. He makes a couple good 
points in that nuclear energy does 
not deserve the demonization that 
it’s been given, nor can renewable 
power technology of today generate 
enough future energy to sustain our 
current way of life. Mr. Stone ham-
mers the point that there is going to 
be a reckoning if we continue fol-
lowing the energy path we are on. 

However, and that is a big 
however, he advocates reviving 
the nuclear power industry at the 
expense of fossil fuels. He falls 
into the proverbial “Chicken Lit-
tle” trap. If we continue to use 
coal, crude oil and natural gas, 
then the sky will fall and the Earth 
will be destroyed in the process. 
Horse feathers!

Come on, Oliver, we don’t need 
Hollywood hysteria to determine 
our energy policies. All we need 

are the facts stated clearly and 
rationally, so we can make a deci-
sion based solely on reason and 
not hysteria. 

It follows that a uranium fuel 
pellet, which weights 6 grams 
and when incorporated into a fuel 
rod in a nuclear power plant, can 
produce 5 megawatts of power. 
Converting grams into pounds, 
we can then compare different 
forms of energy. 

One pound of uranium 235 can 
produce 377 megawatts of power.

That’s energy equivalent of: 
 1 pound of U235 = 45 tons  
of coal. 
 1 pound of U235 = 223 barrels 
of crude oil. 
 1 pound of U235 = 1,286,324 
cubic feet of natural gas. 
 1 pound of U235 = 359  
commercial wind turbines. 
 1 pound of U235 = 1.6 square 
miles of solar panels. 
When I was younger, when coal 

was king, the coal companies were 
catching a lot of flak for stripping 
mountain tops in Appalachia to 
get at the coal underneath. Know-
ing what I know now, I could give 
them some good advice. I would 
tell them to just cover the area with 
solar panels to make the mountain 
beautiful again. They could, there-
fore, silence all their critics, at least 
the highly educated ones that think 
only they know what is good for 
Mother Earth. Thus, the reformed 
critics would applaud. Not only 
that, the federal government would 
pay for the panels, and then, in 
turn, the coal companies could sell 
the power generated by the panels 
to the companies that manage the 
grid in that area. Win-win. 

(The wind turbine data comes 
from the U.S. Department of Energy, 
and solar data comes from National 
Renewable Energy Laboratory. 
Both are best-case scenarios and are 
state-of-the-art technology. In real 
life, the number of wind turbines 
should probably be doubled, and the 
area of solar panels probably should 
probably be tripled.)

Don Hemme
REDVALE
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YOUTH

Let’s hear it for the girls!

The Mustangs were invited to face the Mavericks for the Norwood homecoming. 

The girls kept tying it up. 

Volleyball mom Sara Bray said both teams played well. 

Kyle Dinsmore, of Norwood, called it a “barn burner.”

In a competitive set of matches, the teams had to play five games. 

The final score was 23-21 in Norwood’s favor. 

While Bray cheered for the Mustangs, she said both teams should be proud. 

While the girls faced each other on the court, the combined guys team beat Plateau Valley 
on the football field, 20-18. (Photos by Brandie McCabe)


