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By REGAN TUTTLE, Editor

I t’s volleyball season, and 
the Nucla Mustangs are 
back at it with regular sea-
son play. The girls started 
practice on Aug. 8, and 

already they’ve played a tour-
nament. The weekend of Aug. 
19 they traveled to the Colorado 
Springs area. There they com-
peted at a school called Hanover. 

In a series of five games, the 
girls won two and lost three. 
The Mustangs beat Liberty Tree 
Academy and Centennial. They 
fell to North Park, Lone Star and 
also Arickeree.  

On the volleyball team this year 

are Alexis Garza, RyLee Carpen-
ter, Haylee Smith, Lantry Galley, 
Sydney Tomlinson, Destiny Spor, 
Skylee Nose, Shania Joseph, Ash-
ley Meeks, Keiran Bray, Ani Anton 
and Viviana Zunich. 

It’s safe to say it’s a young team 
with five incoming freshmen. 
Additionally, some of the girls have 
not played long or much at all. 

Head coach for the high school 
volleyball team is Debbie Wytulka. 
She’s been coaching for approxi-
mately 24 years. She’s assisted by 
Berrie Reams, who’s been a part of 
the program for five years. 

Wytulka told the Forum the girls 
have some strengths on the court. 
Right now, they’re working on 

bonding as a team. 
“We have a pretty much new 

group of girls,” she said. “We have 
a few more on the team from last 
year that didn’t have a whole lot of 
varsity time.” 

Now, the Mustangs are focusing 
on bonding, building relationships 
with each other, and making sure 
basic skills are reviewed. 

“We are making sure we have a 
solid foundation to move forward 
as this season progresses,” she said. 

The girls didn’t have a team 
camp over the summer, but open 
gyms were held, and many of the 
players did attend. 

What’s coming up for the Mus-

HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS 

Mustangs are on the  
volleyball court 

BUSINESS 

Are you 
ready for 

some  
football?

By REGAN TUTTLE, Editor

The Flying Bear Pizzeria 
at Naturita Bicycle Com-
pany told the San Miguel 

Basin Forum over the weekend 
they will be showing football on 
the televisions inside their Main 
Street space on Highway 141. 
Owners Virginia Ericson and  
Nick Badovinac have purchased 
an NFL package through Hulu 
and will be streaming live football  
on Thursday, Sunday and Monday 
nights. The couple said they’re 
excited for their patrons to have the 
football experience while dining in.

Now, the Flying Bear owners are 
working on their fall events. The 
business is a co-sponsor of the West 
End Gravel Rush bicycle race. The 
race happens Sept. 16 in the West 
End. While bike expert and oper-
ator of Naturita Bicycle Company 
Badovinac won’t be riding in that, 
one Flying Bear employee is. On 
Friday night, race participants will 
have a private event with Flying 
Bear Pizzeria food. 

Ericson said she’s happy to be 
hosting the pizza party and to sup-
port the bicycle community. 

Flying Bear is also sponsor-
ing the West End Cowboy Poetry 
Gathering in Nucla on Sept. 23. 
Ericson said her business has 
also offered to provide food for 
that. She said that has not been 
confirmed, but either way, she’s 
happy to be a part of the western 
heritage event. 

The new pizza shop is also cater-
ing the West End Economic Devel-
opment Corporation’s (WEEDC) 
annual meeting. Ericson said the 
event is the yearly board meet-
ing, a semi-private dinner, with a  
cover charge. 

And, Flying Bear is also a vendor 
at the Heritage Festival in Nucla on 
Oct. 7. The Heritage Festival cel-
ebrates the local apple orchards 
and the history of how they came 
to be, but also remain, in the West 
End. An Apple Core Project event, 
the Heritage Festival has become 
a beloved celebration in the West 
End the last several years. 

Ericson said Flying Bear is 
partnering with Chuck Mayo for 
the Nucla festival, and they’ll be 
serving local beer and mead to 
festival goers. 

Additionally, the Flying Bear 
owners want the community to 
know their website is up and run-
ning. They’ll be able to take online 
orders by the end of this week. 
While some people might have 
heard that takeout orders are not 
possible, this is not true. The pizza 
place is doing to-go orders, and 
folks are welcome to pick up pizza 
and carry it out. 

EDUCATION

School  
community 
gears up for 
sports, new 
programs 
By MALISHA REED, 

Nucla High School

Somehow summer has flown 
by, and students, staff and 
teachers are now getting 

ready to begin their third week of 
school. The administration agree 
things are off to a great start at the 
middle and high school. 

“We are proud to welcome two 
new teachers, and three new para-
professionals,” administration said 
over the weekend. “We are excited 
to have Lisa Ross teaching middle 
and high school art, and Brandie 
McCabe teaching middle school 
ELA, eighth-grade social studies 
and high school home economics. 
We are very fortunate to welcome 
Kelsey Teakles, Becky Barr and 
Destiny Reed to our paraprofes-
sional team. These new additions 
have already begun to make a posi-
tive impact in our school. “

The Nucla High School Student 
Council, National Honor Society, 
and FFA programs are all getting 
their officer elections underway 
and will soon be announcing the 
2023-24 officer teams. Then, each 
of the organizations will begin 
planning and orchestrating all of 
the activities and school projects 
they execute every year. 

The middle and high school 
theatre program is off and run-
ning, and the students are working 
on fundraising in order to put on 
another great show this year. Any-
one who is interested in donating to 
the theatre program should call the 
school and get in touch with Brock 
Benson,  the instructor. 

Middle school volleyball, mid-
dle school football, and high 
school volleyball and football are 
all underway. The greater commu-
nity is invited to come and see the 
athletes in action with a few local 
options coming right up. 

The middle school volleyball 
team will be in Norwood on Sept. 
1 at 4:30 p.m. playing Ouray. The 
middle school football team will be 
hosting Dolores in Nucla on Aug. 
31 at 5 p.m. The high school vol-
leyball team will have their first 
home game on Sept. 5 at 4:30 p.m. 
against Dove Creek, and the high 
school football team will be play-
ing Monument Valley in Norwood 
on Aug. 31 at 7 p.m.  

Nucla High School is working 
on two extra-curricular programs, 
administration said. The first is high 
school cheerleading, since it has 
been some time since the Mustangs 
have had a cheerleading team. 

“We are working on bringing 
that program back to life,” admin-
istration said. 

Cont. on Pg. 3

EDUCATION

Norwood goes to ballot  
for new school 

By REGAN TUTTLE, Editor

Todd Bittner, superintendent 
of Norwood Public School, 
told the Forum last week 

that the school board in Norwood 
passed a motion to go to the voters 
this fall with a bond issue. Nichol 
Bray, Mike Morlang and Randy 
Harris were for the bond issue. 
Walt Fourney voted no, and Regan 
Snyder was absent. 

Bittner said it’s important to 
understand the numbers fluctuate. 
The numbers depend on when they 
actually sell the bond:  the day, week, 
month. He said the way the money 

works is that the school is asking for 
a $10 million-plus bond. And, a lot 
is riding on whether Can~on City or 
Palisade can pull off their bond ini-
tiatives with voters. If one of those 
communities can’t accept their 
BEST Grant awards, then Norwood 
can slide into the award space, since 
Norwood was runner up. 

If Norwood can go for a BEST 
Grant this year, it will receive 
$59 million from the state. Bit-
tner said it’s a 1:6 ratio in Nor-
wood’s favor with a total project 
cost of $69 million. 

What does that mean for the 
taxpayers? If the bond measure 

is approved at the ballot, it’s 
essentially $84 per $100,000 of 
assessed value. Bittner explained 
that for a $400,000 home, that’s 
$352 a year right now. And, that’s 
for a 25-year bond. 

The superintendent said whether 
Norwood does a $69 million build-
ing, a $39 million building or a $15 
million building, the state is going 
to ask Norwood to meet its bond 
capacity. Bittner said the cost of the 
building is almost irrelevant. 

He said he knows the assessed 
valuations have gone up “astro-
nomically.” He understands that 

Cont. on Pg. 5 Cont. on Pg. 2

Reminiscing about the good times 
People gather at the Uravan Ballpark to remember the area’s past. (Photo by Laurie Koontz)

Cont. on Pg. 5
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History: Rimrocker Historical Society

The Uravan Reunion Picnic 2023
By JANE THOMPSON, Rimrocker Historical Society

TIPS FROM THE WEST END POSSE 

The survival pack 
By MARK RACKAY 

For me, hunting season 
begins the day after the last 
season of the year closes. I 

need all this time to get ready and 
do it over again next year. Between 
choosing an outfitter, applying for 
tags, sighting in your rifle or bow, 
and preparing your gear, there is 
barely enough time. 

Everyone should spend some 
time getting into shape for hik-
ing in the mountains. More 
importantly, we would be wise to 
spend a little time thinking about 
what may happen if things don’t 
go as planned.

Altitude can go from 5,400 feet 
to over 14,000. With that comes 
the weather changes. We can have 
summer-like temperatures in the 
morning followed by snow and 
sub-freezing temperatures in a 
matter of hours. This is what the 
wise hunter will expect to see and 
prepare for: the unexpected.

When a fast-moving cold front 
comes through, a blinding snow 
can follow, making it impossible 
to find your way. What happens if 
you take a fall and sprain an ankle 
— or worse, and are no longer 
able to walk? Having the things 
necessary for such an emergency 
in a small pack can not only make 
things easier, but it potentially 
could save your life.

I have spent many years in 
search and rescue. Each year, we 
respond to a stranded, lost or hurt 
hunter. It never ceases to amaze 
me to find how unprepared for an 
emergency most folks are. Many 
of these searches turn into recov-
eries, and most could have been 
prevented if the hunter had some 
survival items along.

Start with a pack that is com-
fortable. A small fanny-type pack, 
a larger fanny pack with shoul-
der straps, or a full backpack 
are your best choices. Try them 
on over heavy clothing and see 
which is the most comfortable. 
Spend some time before the trip 
getting used to wearing a pack for 
extended periods. Taking a walk 
around the neighborhood with the 
pack will benefit you physically, 
as well as test out the pack for fit 
and comfort. 

When placing items in your 
pack, try to keep to the essentials. 
If your pack is too heavy, you may 
talk yourself out of carrying it. 
The pack does little good if it is 
sitting in the cab of the truck when 
you need it afield. Just remember 
that you are the guy who must lug 
it around all day.

Here are a few of the things that I 

carry in my personal pack: 
•  Compass and GPS. It is most 

important to take a waypoint for 
your starting place on the GPS. 
This way, you always have a 
latitude/longitude number to 
head home to. 

•  Signal mirror and whistle. 
These are great for helping 
searchers locate you in the event 
of an emergency.

• Knife and Leatherman tool.
• Flashlight and extra batteries.
•  Waterproof matches, lighter, 

fire starter. Fire can be used for 
signaling and warmth.

•  Drinking water. Some packs 
come with a hydration bladder 
built in. 

•  Food, power bars, trail mix, 
jerky, high-energy snacks  
with protein.

•  Cell phone. Keep power off  
to save battery. The battery 
power will run out quickly 
searching for service. Carry 
a portable battery pack to 
recharge the phone.

•  Small first-aid kit. Carry only 
essential items, such as a tour-
niquet, Israeli bandage, couple 
band-aids, etc., keeping weight 
in mind. Be sure that you have 
any essential prescription drugs 
you may require.
Some other items you may con-

sider if space allows are rain pon-
cho, solar bivy you can crawl in to 
keep warm, toilet paper (a must), 
duct tape for first-aid and repairs 
and also pencil and paper.

Carry extra ammunition for your 
firearm. I have seen many cases 
where a hunter was able to signal 
for help firing the universal three 
well-spaced shots, and we were able 
to respond. Having enough ammu-
nition for this can be a lifesaver. 

One other item that you should 
carry is extra warm clothing. In 
the mountains, the temperature 
can drop 30 or more degrees in a 
matter of minutes. Having some 
dry clothes along will help in case 
you get wet. 

All these items can be carried in a 
pack. I prefer to have a waterproof 
pack. I once learned the hard way 
that all packs are not waterproof. 
There are sprays on the market that 
you can apply to your pack before 
the trip that provide a temporary 
waterproofing. It does no good for 
you if the contents of the pack are 
a soggy mess when you need them.

All of this just requires a little 
thought and preparation. A little 
advance planning will make your 
hunt more enjoyable and just might 
save your life. 

West End Events  
•  FAMILY LINK CENTER: Meetings are third  

Wednesday of each month 1 to 3 p.m. at the airport

•  WEST END PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Board meetings  
are third Tuesday of the month, 6 p.m., Nucla  
Middle-High School, in the library 

•  NUCLA-NATURITA FIRE DEPARTMENT: Board 
meetings are second Monday of the month, 6 p.m., 
Nucla Fire Hall. 

•  TOWN OF NUCLA: Board meetings are second  
and fourth Wednesday, except in November and 
December, at 7 p.m. at Nucla Town Hall. 

•  TOWN OF NATURITA:  Board meetings are  
second and fourth Tuesdays at 6 p.m. at the  
Naturita Community Center. 

•  BASIN CLINIC: Board meetings are third Tuesday  
of the month. 

•  MONTROSE WEST REC: Board meetings are first 
Monday of the month at 6 p.m. in the office of West 

End Visitors Center, 230 W. Main St. in Naturita; 
limited hours. See montrosewest.com for programs.

•  FARMERS MARKET: Thursdays, 4 to 7 p.m., in  
front of Wild Gal’s, starting late June.

•  WEST END DARK SKY ALLIANCE: No meeting 
schedule set. Email westenddarkskyalliance@gmail.
com to join or volunteer.

•  RIMROCKER HISTORICAL SOCIETY: Board  
meetings are third Monday of the month at 5:30 p.m. 
in the museum building.

•  MONTROSE COUNTY SHERIFF’S POSSE:  
Meets first Monday of the month, 6 p.m., at  
Nucla Airport.

•  VETERANS COFFEE AND DONUTS: second 
Wednesday of the month, 10 a.m., at Nucla Airport.

•  REDVALE COMMUNITY BUILDING BOARD:  
Meets first Sunday of every month at 4 p.m. in the 
Redvale Community Building.

Flying Bear
Cont. from Pg. 1

As Flying Bear waits on the 
online order option to be perfected, 
calling an order in is welcome. 
Folks can always call a pizza in. 

And, Ericson reminds all that the 
establishment is two businesses in 
one. While the pizza side is feeding 
the public, the bike side has its own 

clientele. Badovinac is working 
away on high-end bikes, specifi-
cally for suspension. He is a Pivot 
bike dealer, mainly for mountain 
bikes, and buyers from Telluride to 
Moab are finding him.

The bike shop just got its first 
order of Pivot e-bikes, and Bado-
vinac is now dealing in those too. 

Guests at the Uravan reunion enjoy eating a “yellow cake.”  
(Image courtesy of Rimrocker Historical Society)

What a great Saturday 
in Uravan we had this 
past weekend. The 

weather was perfect! The rain had 
settled the dust. There were a few 
clouds, a slight breeze, and it was 
hot but not unbearable, and there 
were smiles and happy people all 
around. Thank you to everyone 
who came, and we always appre-
ciate our local folks who come to 
support us, whether they were from 
Uravan or not.

Many of our older workers were 
there: Paul Woods, Dr. Madison, 
Howard Elder, Joe Latimer, Ber-
nie Jones, to name just a few. It’s 
always so good to see the Sharp 
sisters, Betty Nickell and Jean 
Nylund. Some of our folks who 
are always there didn’t make it this 
year, and once again we had those 
who came for the first time. My 
good friend Richard Benedict, son 
of our wonderful postmaster, Ben-
nie Benedict, was able to come 
this year, and it was so good to 
see him. We went through fourth 
grade together and were best bud-
dies. I could just name off so many 
folks that it was wonderful to see, 
but it would take forever. We love 
them all and are always so glad to 
see everyone.

We had great helpers this year. 
Our wonderful Rimrocker ladies, 
Tina Carver, Sandy Johnson, Jenni-
fer Nelson, Lorraine Skees, Aimee 
Tooker, and Brandi Thompson. 
Sharon Different was there with 
her camera getting those great pho-
tos that we all enjoy. Big thanks to 
Michelle Zunich who jumped in and 
was a great help, hauling folks to 
and from the bathroom and helping 
us take everything down. We appre-
ciate them all so much. Of course, 
our guys, Duane Johannsen, Robert 
Johnson and Bob Million helped to 
get the park ready and looking nice. 
Sharon and I just really appreciate 
everyone who helps us pull this  
picnic together.

Thanks to Holy Smokes for 
another great meal. Pastor Dan and 
Carla couldn’t be there to help, but 
his family and friends were there 
and pulled it off with out a hitch. We 
are all so thankful for them and their 

hard work. We could not do it with-
out them cooking our meal for us.

Katie and Madison from The 
Coach’s Mother did a great job on 
our new t-shirts and hats, and sales 
were brisk. If you feel the need to 
celebrate the Manhattan Project, 
watch for them on our website. 
Everyone especially loved the 
glow-in-the-dark shirts. They are 
always so supportive and a won-
derful sponsor of our picnic.

Uravan. What is so special about 
this place? Why do these people 
come back year after year to sit 
in a hot, dirt-covered old baseball 
field? I don’t know, but I ponder 
this question quite often. It is hard 
to lose that connection to your 
hometown where you grew up. 
The house that you lived in is gone, 
the school you went to, the place 
where your dad worked, the places 
where you played are all gone. It’s 
a very empty feeling and hard to 
describe to people. 

For some people, it’s not that big 
of a deal, and for others it’s a really 
big deal. Just having something 
to go back to for a little while can 
give a little joy to most. The mem-
ories come flooding back, you can 
see the places again in your mind, 
the smells come back, the sounds 
can be heard again, and you feel 
like you’re back home. It is a good 
feeling for those who come back to 
the picnic. So, we’ll keep having 
those until everyone stops coming. 

It will happen. We’re all getting 
older. I will end with a short article 
from the Rocky Mountain News of 
May 1947.”

“Uranium ore shipped to Paris 
Uravan (400 pop.), Montrose 

County modern mining commu-
nity. A previous settlement, known 
as the Joe Junior Camp, resulting 
from mining activities of the Stan-
dard Chemical Company, occupied 
the site in 1912. After 15 years in 
which large scale mining in this 
district was dormant, the United 
States Vanadium Corp. began work 
in February, 1936, and the town was 
renamed. Uravan is a combination 
of the first syllables of uranium and 
vanadium, minerals occurring with 
carnotite, a yellow viscous ore. Car-
notite was first mined here in 1881, 
for small amounts of gold found 
with it. In 1898, after the Smithso-
nian Institution had found that the 
ore contained uranium, several tons 
were shipped by two Frenchmen 
scientists, Poulot and Voilleque, to 
the School of Mines in Paris, where 
they were delivered to Madam Curie 
and used by her in experiments that 
resulted in the extraction of radium. 
Between 1898 and 1928 ores taken 
from this region accounted for 
almost one-half of the world’s pro-
duction of radium.”

The history of Uravan goes on 
and touched the world’s stage in 
many different ways. May there be 
many more picnics ahead of us.
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School officials are also work-
ing on introducing e-sports, or 
competitive video gaming. Even 
though e-sports may not have the 
same physical demands as other, 
more traditional sports, adminis-
tration said there is still the core 
focus of teamwork, sportsman-

ship and leadership. According to 
CHSAA, e-sports are the coun-
try’s fastest growing sports and 
they’re reaching student popula-
tions that have been untapped by 
the more traditional extracurricu-
lar programs. 

Nucla High School’s goal with 
introducing e-sports is to create a 

more inclusive program that offers 
a variety of options that will fit 
more of the students. 

“We have a proposal that will go 
to the school board for approval in 
September,” administration said. 
“The year is off to a great start, and 
we are very excited to see what this 
school year brings.”

COMMUNITY 

Sara Riddle joins  
sheriff ’s department 

By REGAN TUTTLE, Editor

Sara Riddle, of the West End, 
decided to join the Montrose 
County Sheriff’s Department 

— simply because she wanted to 
do more good for her community. 

“I also wanted to challenge 
myself outside of my comfort zone 
and really push myself to be the best 
I can be,” she told the Forum over 
the weekend. 

Previously, Riddle taught pre-
school in Norwood and Naturita 
for roughly five years, something 
she did enjoy. 

“I loved teaching, and especially 
my students,” she said. “Anyone 
who walked into my classroom 
could see my students adored me, 
and I made it a point to develop 
long-standing, trusting relation-
ships with them. I went above and 
beyond as a teacher, but ultimately 
I realized it was not the long-term 
choice for me.”

She wanted to change careers, 
and law enforcement happens to 
run in her blood. In Riddle’s fam-
ily, there are more than eight gen-
erations of military personnel and 
law enforcement. Her father was in 
the military and worked dispatch. 
Her brother and nephew went 
military. Her grandfather on her 
dad’s side was military and worked 
law enforcement, and her grand-

father on her mother’s side had a 
long-standing military background 
during WWII and the Korean wars. 

“My family history in military 
and law enforcement actually goes 
back into the 1700s, according to a 
family tree developed by my aunt,” 
she said. 

Riddle will complete her train-
ing with Technical College of the 
Rockies in December and after-
ward will complete the final exam 
and additional qualifiers. 

“The Technical College of the 
Rockies offers an excellent pro-
gram with instructors who all 
have law enforcement experi-
ence,” she said. 

She said it’s a small class this 
semester, which offers addi-
tional one-on-one instruction and 
allows students to develop an 
atmosphere of camaraderie. 

Her family is supporting  
her endeavors. 

“My entire family has offered 
nothing less than support and 
encouragement during this pro-
cess,” she said. “My children 
are missing their mother being 
around full-time, but we see 
each other every weekend and 
take our time together seriously. 
We are often found swimming 
at the local ponds, fishing, pre-
paring for our upcoming hunting 
season or hiking.”

Riddle will be coming back to 
serve locally, and she is excited. 
She loves the West End, and she’s 
ready to make a bigger impact in 
her community.

“I plan to remain in the West End 
until retirement,” she said. “This 
area is my heart and soul. I want 
my children to grow up in the same 
community I did and to enjoy the 
beauty of the surrounding areas.”

After training, she will transition 
into patrol duty. Once she com-
pletes the necessary experience in 
that field, she would like to move 
into investigations.

“Law enforcement, like any 
career, presents its challenges and 
requires significant amounts of 
experience in the field,” she said. 
“I may fall in love with patrol and 
choose to remain in that field … 
you just never know.”

To other young women watch-
ing her, she says to follow their 
hearts. In her class there is one 
other female participating in the 
police academy.

“Life is short, so always choose 
to chase the dream,” she said. 
“There is nothing you cannot 
accomplish with the right atti-
tude, mindset and a little bit of 
grit. I believe as women we have 
to step up a little higher than oth-
ers and do the things we never 
imagined possible.”

Sara Riddle stands with Sheriff Gene Lillard and Undersheriff George Jackson. (Courtesy image)
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970-865-2255

Located in Naturita  
at the corner of Highway 114 & 97
P.O. Box 160 Naturita, CO, 81422

Schedule Your
FREE

Annual Medicare Wellness Visit
• The Annual Medical Wellness Visit is designed to help 

keep you healthy and provide you with the support you 
need to have a healthy quality of life as you age.

WE HOPE YOU WILL TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THIS 
100% COVERED BY MEDICARE BENEFIT 

(NO DEDUCTIBLE OR COINSURANCE)

To Schedule Your Appointment, 
Please call the Basin Clinic at: (970) 865-2665

Our PrOviders
• April rAndle, Md And MedicAl director

• robert tApley, Fnp
• AngelA Miller, pA-c

• cArol Scott, pA-c

COntaCt the Basin CliniC
• 421 AdAMS Street, nAturitA, colorAdo

• (970) 865-2665

RECIPE  

A Garvey hunting 
camp favorite: 
slower-cooker 
Salisbury steak

By KEIRAN BRAY, Forum Contributor 

ALPINE WELLNESS
OPEN MON – SAT

11am – 7pm (7 days/wk)

Lowest Prices in Town!
(all prices tax included)

970.728.1834  · 1630 Grand Ave · Norwood, Co. 81423

3 for $20 Kush Master Wax
 
$30 – 1000mg House Vapes
 
Buy one house vape,
get 2 for 1 HRVST wax

RSO/Phoenix tears oil $20/g

FREE 
LEGAL 

AID
Naturita and Nucla  

public libraries
2 p.m. 

Call to schedule 

Sept. 13

Oct. 11 

Nov. 8

Dec. 13

Debbie: 970-428-2364Debbie: 970-428-2364
Michele: 970-417-5103Michele: 970-417-5103

Office:  970-865-2525Office:  970-865-2525

We advertise on the 
following websites:   

Zillow, Realtor.com, Homes.com, 
Trulia, and Homes and Land

212 East Main Street
Naturita, Colorado 81422

We are always available to help you 
with your REAL ESTATE needs!

FLYING BEAR 
PIZZERIA

Thu– Mon · 11:30am – 10pm 
(Kitchen open until 9) 

Order online at: 
www.pizzabikesbeer.com 

970.865.2453 
Main Street · Naturita

Instructions 
Place mushrooms and 
onions in the bottom of 
slow cooker. Combine 
beef patty ingredients and 
form 6 patties. Brown over 
medium-high heat, about 
3 minutes per side. Layer 
beef patty over mushrooms. 
Combine remaining ingre-
dients, except water and 
cornstarch. Pour over beef 
and cook on low 5 hours.
Once cooked, remove patties 
and set aside. Turn slow 
cooker onto high. Combine 
cold water and cornstarch. 
Stir into the broth and let 
cool for a few minutes until 
thickened. Add beef back 
into the sauce to coat.
Serve over mashed potatoes 
or rice.

Slower-cooker 
Salisbury steak 
Ingredients 
6 oz. mushrooms, sliced
1/2 onion, sliced 
1½ c. beef broth (low sodium)
1 oz. package brown gravy 

mix (dry)
2 tbs. ketchup 
1 tsp. dijon 
2 tbs. fresh parsley 
2 tbs. cornstarch 
4 tbs. water 

Beef Patties 
1½ lbs. lean ground beef 
1 egg yolk
1/4 c. minced onion 
1/3 c. Panko bread crumbs 
3 tbs. milk 
1 clove garlic 
Salt and pepper to taste
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Christopher Tooker 
Master Electrician 

 Electrical Contractor 
Phone: 970�864�2321  

tookeroffice@gmail.com  
www.tookerelectric.com 

New Construction 
Residential 
Commercial 
Service 

Uranium Price – Aug. 21, 2023
$58.25

Ballot for new school
Cont. from Pg. 1
has burdened the community. But, 
he also said the board knows that 
this will be the lowest bond capac-
ity the community will ever have. 
That’s because assessments will 
only go up from now on. 

Bittner said the community 
should also be aware that even if the 
school were only to replace the high 
school portion of the district right 
now, at some point Norwood would 
have to go back to the state and get a 
second bond in the next 15 years or 
so for the elementary portion. 

He said it only makes sense for 

Norwood Public School to go for 
the pre-K through 12th grade school, 
one which will last for 75 years. 

He said going to the voters 
now makes for a win-win. That’s 
because Norwood is the runner up 
for the BEST Grant award. And, 
even if the BEST doesn’t work out 
for this year, Norwood will have a 
strong case for the future, because 
the numbers will be in order. Bit-
tner said he’ll be able to return to 
the state and show officials that the 
community has expressed its sup-
port for a newer, safer school. 

In January of last year, he couldn’t 

do that. He didn’t have the votes. 
Bittner said the state officials 

were complimentary of Norwood’s 
application, however. Now, he said 
it’s important to be ready. 

He added that the Norwood 
School is not just a school. It’s a 
community hub, where people of all 
ages come together for recreation 
activities like pickle ball in the win-
ter.  It’s also the place many funeral 
services are held, honoring beloved 
community members. Bittner said 
he wants it to stay that way. 

“I want the Norwood community 
to continue to be proud,” he said. 

Enjoy 4 sEasons inEnjoy 4 sEasons in

southwEst Colorado’ssouthwEst Colorado’s
outdoor jEwEl!outdoor jEwEl!

Nora Davis (Owner)
(970) 428-2236

217 West Main Street 
Naturita Colorado

E-Mail: 
rimrockerrealestate@gmail.com

Website: 
www.rimrockerrealestate.com

Nucla Mustangs
Cont. from Pg. 1
tangs is a series of six San Juan 
Basin League games. They trav-
eled to Dolores Aug. 29, and next 
week they face Dove Creek and 
also Norwood. A full schedule is 
available on the West End Public 
Schools District website. 

Wytulka agreed there are mixed 
emotions with the girls having 
their last volleyball season in the 
current gym. The new school is 
under construction, and the stu-
dents are set to move into the new 
facility in January.

“I’ve been thinking about it,” 
Wytulka said. “It’s sad, but it’s also 
exciting, and we are looking for-
ward to the new space.” 

She added she’s thinking of 
ways to honor past alumni who’ve 
competed in the existing gym. 

This is the last year of Mus-

tang volleyball as it is, before the 
school officially forms a co-op 
with Norwood. Both school 
school boards, West End and Nor-
wood, voted to establish the co-op 
with each other beginning in the 
fall of 2024. Wytulka said she 
hopes to continue to be involved 
with the volleyball program when 
the change happens. 

As for this season, she’s looking 
forward to seeing what the Mus-
tangs can do on the court. 

“It’s started out good and I see 
improvement every day in practice,” 
she said. “I’m excited to see how 
this season is going to shake out.”

Wytulka is also a teacher at 
Nucla High School. She teaches a 
computer class, a business class, 
senior seminar, sponsors the year-
book, and is the restorative prac-
tices coordinator. 

Looking to Place a Classified?
And have thousands of people see it?

PLACE AN AD IN THE

San Miguel Basin Forum
(970) 864-7425

Local cowgirls win prizes  
Alyssah Johannsen and Rynn Reams win big at a regional gymkhana series this month. (Courtesy image) 
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YOUTH

Volleyball and football launch  

Steele Arnold makes the pass. Hemmy O’Brien plays some defense. (Photos by Amanda Pierce)

Hemmy O’Brien, Daniel Zunich, Arther Connelly, Caylon Joseph and Holten McCluer  
are ready to go. 

Arther Connelly fights against the Raiders. 

Maverick football, a combined Norwood-Nucla team, is working hard on the field. The guys played Whitehorse on Aug. 25 and won 44-8.

Lady Mustangs are building camaraderie on the court. Shania Joseph and Viviana Zunich are ready for the serve. (Courtesy images)


