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Town, locals, students  
discuss town upgrades

By REGAN TUTTLE, Editor

The community input ses-
sion on July 27 in Nucla 
wasn’t very well attended, 

but town trustee Paula Brown 
said there is still time for people 
to share their ideas on what they’d 
like to see in Nucla. She said after 
school starts and when families 
are more settled might be better 
for timing.

Basically, last week a group 
from the Front Range came over 
to Nucla for a brainstorming 
meeting. Then, students from the 
University Technical Assistance 

program, from the University of 
Colorado-Denver, wanted to hear 
what Nucla people wanted to 
see in their community. The idea 
was to see what is working or not 
working in public spaces. 

The group focused on the 
Nucla Town Park and also Rain-
bow Reservoir. 

Regarding the park, Brown said 
the group discussed a few different 
things. Already there are trees and 
a pavilion. But, the group brought 
up potentially expanding the play-
ground — which is not that old — 
to accommodate a wider range of 
age groups. And, they talked about 

the possibility of adding covered 
or shaded areas closer to the splash 
pad. New restrooms at the Nucla 
Town Park were also at the top of 
the conversation. 

Other ideas included things 
like lighting. She said one option 
mentioned was dark-sky-friendly 
path lighting for users when it 
starts to get dark, which increases 
safety. Additionally, there was 
some talk about an amphitheater 
in the park, a place for perfor-
mances or live music. 

As far as the reservoir goes, she 
said the group brought up ideas like 

By REGAN TUTTLE, Editor

The food bank in Nor-
wood that oversees 
some distribution in 
the West End has been 
in trouble for a while. 

During the COVID pandemic, 
resources were abundant, and the 
food bank had received $52,000 
in grants and $39,000 in private 
donations. Now things are more 
challenging for the food bank, 
especially since food costs are up 
100 percent. Also, director Michele 
Blunt announced she is leaving  
the area with her husband, as 
they’ve taken a job on the other 
side of Denver.   

Blunt has had her hands full 
the last few years. When she took 

on running the food bank in Nor-
wood, it fed 30 families. That 
number is now 150 and growing. 
She’s also overseeing the senior 
food boxes in Nucla and Naturita, 
along with the old Angel Baskets 
food bank in Norwood, the Nor-
wood Public School’s snack pro-
gram and others programs. 

It’s been hard work keeping it 
all straight with ordering, grant 
writing and more. There have been 
other issues with behavior and 
respect at Norwood’s food bank. 
Blunt has voiced concerns that not 
all food bank visitors are taking 
only what they need. Some seem 
to be stockpiling, and some have 
taken food without permission. 

In spite of the difficulties, Blunt 
has loved her work with the food 

bank and believes it’s important. At 
one point in her life, she too was 
homeless and knows what it’s like 
to have to ask for help. 

With the financial problems and 
her departure coming at the end of 
August, she called a meeting Mon-
day that was attended by represen-
tatives from Angel Baskets, the 
Telluride food bank, the Telluride 
Foundation, San Miguel Resource 
Center, San Miguel County Com-
missioner Anne Brown and Nor-
wood Mayor Candy Meehan. 

Blunt told the group she’s mov-
ing to manage a KOA in Stras-
burg, Colorado. It’s a year-round 
position, but she’s willing to do 
some remote work for the food 
bank. She wants to help the new 
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Summer’s bounty
Presley Bachman picks squash in her grandmother Doylene Garvey’s garden. (Courtesy image)

COMMUNITY 

Food bank aims to continue; 
Blunt is leaving though

NATURITA

A dicey week 
in Naturita 
leaves locals 

upset 
By REGAN TUTTLE, Editor 

Are drugs and crime a 
problem in Naturita? 
Some residents say they 

are. People have reported theft 
of gasoline from vehicles and 
also the burning of trash, which 
is not legal in town limits or at all 
during the Stage 1 fire restrictions 
that the west end of Montrose 
County is now under. Some have 
said there are people smelting 
metal wire, which might also be 
stolen, in order to make money.  

Brock Benson, of Naturita, said 
the problems are ongoing and 
often related to drugs. On social 
media last week, he posted updates 
keeping neighbors informed about 
a chaotic situation that escalated in 
the middle of the night. 

Apparently a domestic violence 
issue at the end of last week turned 
even more dangerous when a brief 
but serious car chase ensued. That 
chase involved the domestic vio-
lence victim fleeing a scene in 
Naturita but being chased by a 
small chopper motorcycle. 

Benson said the incident was 
recorded on his security cameras 
that night, and it shows  the small 
motorcycle crashing into the car 
before being run over. He said the 
driver of the small motorcycle also 
beat the windows out of the vic-
tim’s car. 

He has no doubt surrounding 
neighbors heard the commotion. 
The vehicles involved were later 
removed from the scene, which 
was actually on Benson’s property. 
A car not properly registered now 
has the small chopper stowed in its 
back window in town.

Benson lives on Payson Street. 
He agreed it’s the meth nexus of 
Naturita. He said the environment 
is upsetting, since respectable 
homeowners and tenants, along 
with business owners on Main 
Street, want to feel safe in their 
own community. 

Benson said it’s time to clean 
up Naturita. He said nobody wants 
to live in a neighborhood where it 
smells like chemicals or where it’s 
questionable that meth labs might 
be close by. He said there are drug 
dens in the local neighborhood. He 
said he also knows of single moms 
and also elderly people that fear for 
their safety. 

Benson said a town marshal 
could help Naturita. He said hav-
ing one person dedicated to clean-
ing up the town and charging 
offenders could bring peace. 
Though, he remains appreciative 
of the sheriff’s deputies that he 
frequently contacts to file reports 
with, and he hopes they aren’t 
going anywhere. 

FIRES

Fire danger 
remains real  
By REGAN TUTTLE, Editor 

There are Stage 1 fire 
restrictions in place for 
the West End of Mon-

trose County, and even though 
the snowpack and spring precip-
itation helped the drought condi-
tions, fire remains a real threat. 
That was made evident over the 
weekend as locals kept up with 
the Thunder Fire in Norwood and 
the Lowline Fire in Gunnison.  

Both were caused by lightning 
strikes. As much as the summer 
rains are needed, lighting poses 
a risk to wildlife throughout the 
local region. 

The Thunder Fire started at the 
end of last week, July 27, near the 
Thunder Road Trailhead outside 
of Norwood. Crews from vari-
ous agencies were on the scene, 
and aircraft also was employed to 
extinguish the flames. A mix of 
local resources — Norwood Fire 
Department, San Miguel County 
and regional agencies — executed 
the mission. 

That fire never expanded much 
and was completely contained, the 
U.S. Forest Service announced, 
on Sunday morning. Thankfully, it 
had burned only five acres, though 
much of it was on private land. No 
structures were at risk, and the fire 
burned through pinion, juniper 
and other trees and brush. 

The Lowline Fire, though, is a 
more serious and larger fire, and 
it continues to burn. It started July 
26, and when officials made the 
announcement it was burning 20 
acres. It began on a ridge between 
Mill and Squirrel creeks, 14 miles 
northwest of Gunnison. 

Gunnison has no fire restric-
tions in place at this time. 

Representatives from the U.S. 
Forest Service kept the public 
informed throughout the end of 
last week and over the weekend. 
Multiple agencies joined forces 
to combat the fire that required 
various wildland fire suppres-
sion tactics. 

On Saturday night, the Low-
line Fire was just 7 percent con-
tained and had grown to nearly 
1,000 acres. More than 400 per-
sonnel were working on it over 
the weekend.

On Monday, it was estimated to 
encompass more than 1,300 acres 
and was 15 percent contained. 

Though cloud cover and the 
chance of rain over the weekend 
provided some hope for the Low-
line Fire, the precipitation did not 
come through. Monday’s 85 per-
cent chance of storms was pro-
jected to help the situation. But, 
the authorities were communicat-
ing to the public that the storms 
can bring more lightning. 

Norwood’s Fire Chief, John 
Bockrath, said Monday the Low-
line Fire is problematic. 
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History: Rimrocker Historical Society

Museum visitor a treat –  
and Louis Borcherdt

By JANE THOMPSON, Rimrocker Historical Society

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

Open Fair announces 
People’s Choice awards 
Dear Editor,

The Open Fair division has 
released the People’s Choice 
awards. In Departments 100-
700, for kids, Vivian Cooper was 
the People’s Choice for the rain-
bow-weaving pot holder. In youth, 
Judah Baker was the recipient for 
the “Wild House Tree Pendant,” a 
necklace made of stone and wire. 
In the teens, Braxton Brack won for 
the leather-stamped pistol holster. 
In the adults, Charlotte Tullous was 
the winner for the patriotic female 
horse doll. In the professional cate-
gory, it was Arlen Davis for the oak 
hand-crafted rocking chair.

In Departments 800-900, for the 
kids, People’s Choice was Meadow 

Baker for the “Lucky Tree” paint-
ing. In the youth, we had a tie with 
Kaden Donnellon for the “Lost” 
creative writing story and Judah 
Baker for the Helicroprian paint-
ing. For teens, Kara Ingram won 
for “Spacy 3 Planet” painting. In 
adults, Shelley Donnellon was the 
recipient for the “Golden Years” 
photo. There was no professional 
in this category. 

In Department 1000, Creative 
Expressions, People’s Choice in 
kids was Waylon Donnellon for 
“Buddy” the solar robot. For adults, 
it was Alexis Busch for BD-1 Lego.

�Becky Hannigan,  
Open Fair Superintendent 
NORWOOD 

Locals upset
Cont. from Pg. 1

“As bad as it is, we are lucky 
to have the law enforcement that 
we do,” he said. “We need to 
support them, so that they stay in 
this community.”

Benson said he wants to help cre-
ate a culture in Naturita that attracts 
healthy people and families. He said 
the area is a place of beauty, but 
circumstances in the environment 

don’t always reflect that. 
He thinks that locals need to 

organize and take their community 
back. He hopes for  more prosecu-
tion to eliminate the meth problem. 

“We as citizens have to start 
pushing back — and pushing back 
hard,” he said. 

He agreed education for younger 
populations was a big piece of 
solving the problem. 

Sometimes the most unex-
pected comes through the 
door of the museum, and 

lately it seems there have been a 
few interesting things and people 
coming through. I always think to 
myself, “There’s a story there!” 
(I know Marie is laughing at me 
somewhere …)

My sister, Sharon, had been 
talking to a gentleman about 
cemetery business, and she said 
he thought he might want to 
check out the museum. Well, the 
museum is still a work in progress, 
but we made a time to meet him. 

We invited him in and he said, 
“I remember this building as the 
old pharmacy.” 

The conversation took off from 
there, and what a great visit we had. 
His name was Roger Borcherdt, and 
he grew up in Nucla, graduating in 
1959, and Louis and Martha were 
his parents. Being a Uravan girl, I 
knew nothing about the Borcherdt 
family. I only knew of Martha, 
Mrs. Borcherdt to me, as a substi-
tute teacher when I was in Naturita 
Junior High. I always liked her very 
much. She was so pretty and kind, 
and I always loved it when she 
substituted. She was a very classy 
lady. I know that you Nucla people 
have way more memories of the 
Borcherdts than I will ever know. 
Anyway, we had a wonderful visit 
with Roger and his son, Darren.

Roger showed me an article that 
he had on his phone from a Forum 
newspaper that his sister had 
sent him. The article was written 

by Betty Zatterstrom for the San 
Miguel Basin Forum of Feb. 4, 
1998, and it is worth a repeat and 
has sent me into all kinds of dif-
ferent directions for more stories:

THEN & NOW:  
LLEWELLYN (LOUIE) 

BORCHERDT 
By BETTY ZATTERSTROM,  

San Miguel Basin Forum
“Louie Borcherdt will be 

remembered in this area as Dr. 
Keating’s right-hand man in the 
Nucla Pharmacy for many years. 
Actually, he was mainly a rancher 
in partnership with his brother 
Martin, and earlier, with his dad, 
Raymond Borcherdt. 

The pictures show him as a 
small boy with a “Rocky Moun-
tain Canary,” then as a grown 
man on his beloved horse, Ginger 
(summer of 1938), and his Dodge 
Terraplane pick-up, same time. 
That pick-up was about as stream-
lined as modern pick-ups.

In addition to his ranching and 
drug store duties, he helped a lot 
around his parents’ hotel business 
and movie theater. Yes, Nucla did 
have a movie theater from time to 
time. In earlier times it was in the 
old Town Hall, which was burned 
down. For the Borcherdt-run the-
ater, see the longish building with 
the metal “car barn” roof on Nuc-
la’s upper Main Street on the west 
side. Louie was married to the for-
mer Martha Mitchell.”

I was able to copy the picture of 
Louie with his “Rocky Mountain 

Canary,” which is actually a burro, 
and Louie with his horse, Ginger. 
The Nucla Theater is where Paul 
Koski has his wood shop, right 
next to the Nucla Senior Center.

Louie’s obituary from the San 
Miguel Basin Forum of Dec. 20, 
1984, says that “Llewellyn G. 
‘Louie’ died on Saturday, Dec. 15, 
1984, at his home following a long 
illness. He was 74.

Mr. Borcherdt was a retired 
rancher.

He was born on Aug. 20, 1910, 
in Denver. He spent his childhood 
in Nucla, and was graduated from 
high school. He later was gradu-
ated from a pharmaceutical course 
in Denver. 

He married Martha Mitchell, Feb. 
23, 1939, in Telluride. She survives.

Mr. Borcherdt moved with his 
family to Nucla at the age of two. 
He worked at the Nucla Pharmacy 
for several years before going into 
ranching. He enjoyed his family, 
fishing, horses and the outdoors. 

He was a member and a dea-
con of the Nucla Congregational 
Church, Moose Lodge 635 of 
Nucla, Nucla Farm Bureau and 
the West End Historical Society. 

Other survivors include one 
daughter, Rebecca Miller of West-
minister; one son, Dr. Roger D. 
Borcherdt of Mountain View, Calif.; 
two brothers, Martin Borcherdt of 
Grand Junction and John Borcherdt 
of Nucla; and four grandchildren. 
One brother preceded him in death.”

More about the Borcherdt fam-
ily to come …

West End Events  
• �WEST END PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Board meetings  
are third Tuesday of the month, 6 p.m., Nucla  
Middle-High School, in the library 

• �NUCLA-NATURITA FIRE DEPARTMENT: Board 
meetings are second Monday of the month, 6 p.m., 
Nucla Fire Hall. 

• �TOWN OF NUCLA: Board meetings are second  
and fourth Wednesday, except in November and 
December, at 7 p.m. at Nucla Town Hall. 

• �TOWN OF NATURITA:  Board meetings are  
second and fourth Tuesdays at 6 p.m. at the  
Naturita Community Center. 

• �BASIN CLINIC: Board meetings are third Tuesday  
of the month. 

• �MONTROSE WEST REC: Board meetings are first 
Monday of the month at 6 p.m. in the office of West 
End Visitors Center, 230 W. Main St. in Naturita; 
limited hours. See montrosewest.com for programs.

• �FARMERS MARKET: Thursdays, 4 to 7 p.m., in  
front of Wild Gal’s, starting late June.

• �WEST END DARK SKY ALLIANCE: No meeting 
schedule set. Email westenddarkskyalliance@gmail.
com to join or volunteer.

• �RIMROCKER HISTORICAL SOCIETY: Board  
meetings are third Monday of the month at 5:30 p.m. 
in the museum building.

• �MONTROSE COUNTY SHERIFF’S POSSE:  
Meets first Monday of the month, 6 p.m., at  
Nucla Airport.

• �VETERANS COFFEE AND DONUTS: second 
Wednesday of the month, 10 a.m., at Nucla Airport.

• �REDVALE COMMUNITY BUILDING BOARD:  
Meets first Sunday of every month at 4 p.m. in the 
Redvale Community Building.

Food bank
Cont. from Pg. 1
director transition, but she is mak-
ing an exit. 

Now, area stakeholders are try-
ing to figure out how to separate 
the Norwood food bank from the 
Christ in FOCUS Church, since 
they’re under the same nonprofit 
status. Blunt said it’s possible 
the Norwood food bank could go 
under Angel Baskets. In Tellu-
ride, San Miguel County pays for 
the east end food bank’s building 

and utilities, something that could 
happen in Norwood, too. Blunt 
has been paying the church’s util-
ities out of her own pocket for 
some time. 

Blunt said the church doesn’t 
want to sell the building neces-
sarily, and the congregation is 
actively looking for a new pastor 
— he left to take a principal job 
and to move his children closer to 
medical care they needed — but 
she agreed the church building 

could be sold if needed. 
“It’s not all figured out,” Blunt said 

Monday afternoon. “But the goal is 
to sustain it and keep it operating.” 

As the different groups come 
together to make a plan for status 
and directorship of Norwood’s food 
bank programs, Blunt said the day-
to-day operations have not halted. 

Food bank hours are still Wednes-
days from 3 to 6 p.m. On Fridays, 
hours are 11:30 a.m. to 3 p.m., and 
that day has fresh produce.

RECIPE 

An easy apricot crumble  
I devoured

By REGAN TUTTLE, Editor

It’s apricot season, and it seems 
like the fruit just keeps falling. 
Big heaping bowls of apri-

cots I’ve given away, but I’ve also 
picked a lot for myself. I had big 
ideas for canning jam or making 
a chutney, but it’s so hot I’ve not 
used the stove much. 

This last week, I did make a 
quick apricot crumble. 

I was inspired by a friend of mine 
who made a strawberry crumble 
a few weeks ago, and I figured I 
could repeat her dessert with apri-
cots. I didn’t like any of the recipes 
I found online, so I made up my 
own version. 

Instead of oats, I used granola I 
already had in my cupboard. 

The finished product was so 
delicious that I ate a third of it in 
one setting — which is kind of a 
good thing too. I used so much 
butter and my apricots were so 
ripe, my dessert didn’t keep well. 
Thank goodness we’d eaten most 
of it before I had to scrap the  
last bit. 

I should also say I let my apricots 
sit in a bowl on the counter for a 
few days. In this way, they ripened 
perfectly, making my crumble very 
sweet. I didn’t want to use lemon 
juice either, because I wanted some-
thing sweet, not tart! Still, I didn’t 
use any added white sugar.

Apricot crumble
Ingredients  
(for an 8x8 pan; you could 
double this recipe though  
in a bigger pan.)
4 cups apricots — ripened, 

washed, halved and pitted
2-3 big cups of granola  

(I actually used two differ-
ent kinds, and it was fine!)

1/4 cup maple syrup
1 tsp. cinnamon
Tiny pinch of clove
Tiny pinch of nutmeg
1/2 stick of butter, softened  

(I think I used too much.)

Directions 
I put the granola I had in the 

blender with spices and maple 
syrup. I blended gently, but 
left some chunky pieces too.  
I took half of that and pressed 
it into an 8x8 glass baking dish 
that I had already greased with 
butter. I plopped my apricots 
on top of that and spread 
them out. Then I used the rest 
of my granola. I put pats of 
butter on top. 
I baked it at 350 for about  
30 minutes, but I checked it  
a lot toward the end using  
my oven light. 
Some people serve crumbles 
with ice cream or whipped 
cream. I didn’t think it needed 
anything. The next morning,  
I ate it with coffee. 
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HEALTH CARE 

MRH recognized for work  
to improve breastfeeding

COLORADO 

Changes to Move Over Law  
take effect Aug. 7

SPECIAL TO THE FORUM

The Colorado Department of 
Public Health and Environ-
ment (CDPHE) awarded 

Montrose Regional Health with 
the Colorado Celebrate 6 Award 
of Breastfeeding Excellence. Mon-
trose Regional Health was hon-
ored with the Celebrate 6 Award 
in 2020 and again this year. The 
Celebrate 6 Award of Breastfeed-
ing Excellence honors hospitals 
for having implemented at least 
six of the Baby-Friendly Hospital 
Initiative’s “Ten Steps to Success-
ful Breastfeeding.” These are evi-
dence-based policies and practices 
known to increase breastfeeding 
success and improve maternal and 
infant health outcomes.

“We are working very hard to help 
our new moms have the best experi-
ence with breastfeeding,” said Jonna 

Hogue, LPN and Lactation Consul-
tant at Montrose Regional Health. 
“We follow most of the guidelines 
for a Baby-Friendly Hospital, as 
well as offer formula and pacifiers 
for the mothers who choose to bot-
tle feed. We encourage breastfeed-
ing as the primary recommendation 
as this is evidence-based.”

The hospital invests time and 
energy into the lactation program 
to ensure it meets the needs of 
mothers in local communities, 
Hogue added — including verify-
ing staff knowledge and competen-
cies and encouraging skin-to-skin 
contact to promote successful 
breastfeeding. The Lactation Fol-
low Program at MRH is available 
for up to a year after childbirth to 
equip breastfeeding mothers with 
knowledge, counseling and more. 

“We are here for our patients 
and to support their breastfeeding 

needs,” representatives said in a 
news release last week. 

The CDPHE recognized 45 
hospitals for their efforts to pro-
mote breastfeeding and offer 
healthier food and beverage 
options through the Colorado 
Healthy Hospital Compact and 
Colorado Baby-Friendly Hospital 
Collaborative. These initiatives 
are part of the state’s work to pro-
mote healthy eating and active 
living to reduce the rates of death 
and disease from chronic illness 
among Coloradans.

In addition to Montrose Regional 
Health, CDPHE recognized 40 
other Colorado hospitals with 
the Celebrate 6 Award. Roughly 
three-quarters of hospitals offer-
ing maternity services in Colorado 
received the award in both 2020 and 
this year. Seven hospitals received 
the award for the first time.

SPECIAL TO THE FORUM

Starting Monday, Aug. 7, Col-
orado is enhancing its Move 
Over Law to provide greater 

protection for people and their vehi-
cles on the side of the road. This 
significant change goes beyond just 
safeguarding police and emergency 
responders; it now requires drivers 
to also move over when passing dis-
abled vehicles on the side of the road. 

Earlier this year, Gov. Jared Polis 
signed into law HB23-1123, requir-
ing drivers to move over a lane 
whenever they encounter any sta-
tionary vehicle on a highway with 
its hazards flashing — and if they 
can’t move over, they must slow 
down to at least 20 mph below the 
posted speed limit. The new pro-
tections come as 2022 marked the 
deadliest year on Colorado roads  
on record.

Gov. Polis has also proclaimed 
Monday, Aug. 7, as “Slow Down, 
Move Over Day” in the State  
of Colorado. 

On July 31, the Colorado Depart-
ment of Transportation, Colorado 
State Patrol, the National High-
way Traffic Safety Administration 

(NHTSA) and AAA held a press 
conference announcing the changes 
that take effect statewide that day. 

“With the updated Move Over 
Law, we are taking a significant 
stride toward our goal of zero 
deaths on Colorado roads,” said 
Matthew C. Packard, chief of the 
Colorado State Patrol. “Slowing 
down for disabled vehicles shows 
respect for every road user, and 
together, we can create a safer driv-
ing environment for everyone.”

While all states have a Move 
Over Law to protect emergency 
responders, Colorado joins 19 other 
states that provide protections to all 
disabled vehicles. With this change, 
Colorado’s Move Over Laws are 
now among the nation’s strongest. 

The penalty for failing to move 
over or slow down for a disabled 
vehicle includes a Class 2 misde-
meanor traffic offense, with a pos-
sible fine of $150 and a three-point 
license violation.

“People dealing with an issue on 
the side of the road are in a dan-
gerous position, especially our 
first responders and others who 
regularly are near live traffic,” said 
Shoshana Lew, executive director 

of CDOT. “It is up to all of us, in 
every situation, to make the road 
as safe as possible when we see a 
vehicle pulled over on a shoulder. 
Move over and slow down for 
everyone, every time.”

So far this year seven CDOT 
safety patrol trucks have been hit 
by passing motorists resulting in 
one serious injury. In addition, 
four CDOT attenuators trucks have 
been hit in Denver. 

The roadside’s inherent dangers 
are why, according to research from 
the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention, motor vehicle towing is 
one of the country’s deadliest lines 
of work — with a death rate 15 
times more than that of every other 
private industry combined. In 2022, 
across the country, 51 emergency 
responders who were working at 
the roadway were struck and killed, 
including 17 law enforcement offi-
cers, 18 tow truck operators, four 
mobile mechanics, and 11 firefight-
ers and EMS personnel. 

Each year, nearly 350 people 
are struck and killed while out-
side a disabled vehicle, according 
to the National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration.

docks, a new beach area or adding 
more benches. 

She said the students from the 
UTA program are helpful. She said 
it’s economical to use them, and 
they’ve done a wonderful job for 
Nucla in the past. Already the UTA 
program students have helped with 
the Main Street design and also the 
community center design. 

No, the town is not ready to start 
construction on anything, but work-
ing with the UTA program and hav-
ing plans in place help shape and be 
ready for the future. 

“It’s about being ready for when 
funding becomes available,” Brown 
said. “The designs help going after 
funding from the Department of 
Local Affairs (DOLA), or other rev-
enue sources.”

She said the Denver students 
still want the community’s feed-
back. A future meeting will be 
held in August or September, so 
that locals can say what they’d 
like to see, what might be missing 
in Nucla, or what’s not function-
ing well. 

At last week’s meeting were 
four students from the UTA pro-

gram, along with three Nucla Town 
Trustees and three other community 
members. Brown said she’d like to 
see even more people come to the 
next meeting. 

“We will be getting (the informa-
tion) out there,” Brown said. “We 
are waiting until it settles down.” 

Brown said it’s a pleasure work-
ing with Chris Endreson, the direc-
tor of the UTA program. 

“We love Chris,” she said. 
“He’s fabulous. He brings stu-
dents out here, and they get really 
engaged — and they get excited 
about our area.”

Community input
Cont. from Pg. 1
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outdoor jEwEl!outdoor jEwEl!

Nora Davis (Owner)
(970) 428-2236

217 West Main Street 
Naturita Colorado

E-Mail: 
rimrockerrealestate@gmail.com

Website: 
www.rimrockerrealestate.com

Serving our communities 
since 1913

970-865-2255

Located in Naturita  
at the corner of Highway 114 & 97
P.O. Box 160 Naturita, CO, 81422

Uranium Price – July 24, 2023
$56.15

BACK-TO-SCHOOL  
SPECIAL

SPORTS PHYSICALS
SCHOOL PHYSICALS

IMMUNIZATIONS UPDATES
$50 now through August 31, 2023

(If paid at time of service)

VFC (vaccines for children) program

Call now to schedule your appointment
Robert Tapley, FNP
Angela Miller, PA-c

Carol Scott, PA-c
April Randle, MD and medical director
(EEOIC patients – call to schedule with our MD)

For help with medical situations after hours
call 865-2665 and follow prompts.

FREE 
LEGAL 

AID
Naturita 

and Nucla 

Public  

Libraries

2 p.m. 

Call to 
schedule 

Aug. 9

Sept. 13

 Oct. 11

Nov. 8

Dec. 13

MLS Senior Care (must love seniors)
Home Care Agency Coming to Naturita, 
Serving Nucla, Naturita and Norwood.

Looking for Caregivers looking to work for a local Company.
Looking for Clients who are in need of Homecare.

 Please join us for an open house.
Naturita Library

107 West 1st Ave · Naturita · CO 81422

Wednesday August 9th  ·  11:00 a.m to 2:00 p.m.
 

Office will be located at
140 Main St Suite D,  Naturita CO 81422  ·  Phone # 970-239-1544

Christopher Tooker 
Master Electrician 

 Electrical Contractor 
Phone: 970�864�2321  

tookeroffice@gmail.com  
www.tookerelectric.com 

New Construction 
Residential 
Commercial 
Service 
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Debbie: 970-428-2364Debbie: 970-428-2364
Michele: 970-417-5103Michele: 970-417-5103

Office:  970-865-2525Office:  970-865-2525

We advertise on the 
following websites:   

Zillow, Realtor.com, Homes.com, 
Trulia, and Homes and Land

212 East Main Street
Naturita, Colorado 81422

We are always available to help you 
with your REAL ESTATE needs!

ALPINE WELLNESS
OPEN MON – SUN

11am – 7pm (7 days/wk)

Lowest Prices Around!

970.728.1834  · 1630 Grand Ave · Norwood, Co. 81423

House Strains $25/quarter            

House Wax/Sugar $10/g

1000mg carts/disposables $30

(3) half gram joints $10

Fire danger remains
Cont. from Pg. 1

“A little over 1,300 acres, as of 
(Monday), caused by lightning,” 
he said. “The problem with this 
fire is the proximity to both 
man-made and natural resources. 
Private homes and structures, 
critical power lines and public 
water resources are in danger. 
It’s currently only 15 percent 

contained with more lightning 
expected.”

Bockrath said there are pieces 
of the wildfire issue that some 
might not understand. 

“The issue all fire agencies 
are having is the wildland/urban 
interface,” he said. Especially 
since COVID, everyone wants to 
live in rural areas, and they are 

building more and more homes 
and structures in wilderness 
areas. Most of these are without 
a defensible space. People want 
their trees close to their homes.”

The San Miguel Basin Forum 
will continue to update the pub-
lic about the Lowline Fire and 
any other fires on the newspa-
per’s Facebook page. 
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