
By REGAN TUTTLE, Editor 

After approximately 15-18 
months of stakeholder 
work on the Colorado Wolf 

Plan, it was approved at the begin-
ning of May by the Colorado Parks 
and Wildlife. Cattlewoman Janie 
VanWinkle, formerly of Nucla and 
now of Grand Junction, said while 
in the beginning she struggled with 
the planning, it turned out to be 
a good process. She said ranch-
ers, wolf advocates and biologists 
on both sides of the issue came 
together and found consensus last 
December. She said the wildlife 
commission “had been tinkering 
with the plan,” but it was approved 
in May. 

That plan had an original cap 
set at $8,000 for loss of a livestock 
animal resulting from a wolf kill. 
VanWinkle said it seemed fair, and 
that the amount would cover any 
calf on her Charolais ranch. She 

said she knows that won’t cover 
an expensive bull or a fancy horse, 
but she’s not sure wolves are 
going for the larger animals. She 
was surprised when a commis-
sioner, who’s also a rancher from 
southeastern Colorado, wanted to 
move the cap to $15,000. 

She said the lethal-take piece is 
contentious. In the plan, a problem 
wolf can be shot — if it’s truly a 
problem and all non-lethal meth-
ods have been exhausted. But, the 
wolf is still federally listed on the 
endangered species list. 

Ranchers have been holding 
their breath waiting for the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service to 
implement the 10(j) ruling that 
lists the wolf as nonessential to 
Colorado’s ecosystem. 

When SB-256 was introduced, 
it brought some relief to ranchers 
because it stated that wolves can-
not be released until the 10(j) rul-
ing is in place. But, Dan Gibbs, the 

director of the Department of Nat-
ural Resources, testified against 
it, and then Governor Jared Polis 
vetoed the bill May 16.

VanWinkle said for ranchers, 
SB-256 was an “insurance pol-
icy.” She added Gov. Polis could 
have let it become law without 
his signature, but it was late in 
the session. There were votes to 
override his decision, but they 
adjourned the session before his 
veto of SB-256. 

“Polis said it went against the 
will of the people,” VanWinkle 
said.

Voters in Colorado, albeit 
mostly Front Range people, 
approved wolves being released 
by Dec. 31. But, language of the 
ballot question can be argued. 
Does it truly mean “wolves on the 
ground” or does it mean “the pro-
cesses are in place to have wolves 
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WEST END

Pay It 
Forward 

Trust awards 
nearly $40K
SPECIAL TO THE FORUM 

The West End Pay It Forward 
Trust (WEPIFT) recently 
awarded local organizations 

a total of $39,476 to support com-
munity and economic development 
in the West End. These contribu-
tions constituted the seventh round 
of resiliency grant funding, promot-
ing economic growth and recovery 
in the region. 

Following the early closure of 
the local power plant, Tri-State 
Generation and Transmission Asso-
ciation donated $500,000 to the 
trust. WEPIFT allocated $100,000 
of these funds to its permanent 
endowment, ensuring the longev-
ity of its community grant pro-
gram, and designated the remaining 
$400,000 for resiliency grants. 
Since the first cycle of resiliency 
grants in October 2022, WEPIFT 
has provided more than $360,000 
to organizations in the West End, 
committing to the region’s people 
and future prosperity. 

The West End Pay It Forward 
Trust is proud to announce its latest 
group of grantees. The West End 
Public Schools will receive sup-
port for a National Archery in the 
Schools program, encouraging the 
area’s youth to be active, explore a 
new sport, and gain valuable skills. 
Students in the West End will also 
benefit from the Scholastic Appren-
ticeship Program at Paradox 
Cycles. This program will allow 
young people to learn a trade while 
receiving work study credits and 
mentorship from role models in the 
community. WEPIFT believes that 
creating opportunities for youth in 
the West End is vital for sustaining 
the local community and economy. 

The trust is also furthering its 
commitment to the area’s eco-
nomic development by funding 
an environmental study necessary 
for future trail construction. The 
West End Trails Alliance has pro-
moted tourism and bolstered out-
door engagement in the region, and 
WEPIFT is thrilled to invest in its 
continued success. The final resil-
iency grant of the cycle, to Paradox 
Community Center, will fund new 
siding for the building, ensuring 
that Paradox residents will have a 
place to gather for years to come. 

Established in 2013, the West 
End Pay It Forward Trust strives 
to improve West End communities 
now and for future generations. 
WEPIFT is a permanent, local-
ly-controlled endowment fund, 
supporting community and eco-
nomic development projects. The 
trust is led by board members Jane 
Thompson, Sara Bachman, Erin 
Jones, Troy Masters, Kendra Bal-
lard, Doylene Garvey, Sara Bray, 

EVENTS

West End 
prepares for 
Water Days, 

July 1
By REGAN TUTTLE, Editor

Water Days in the West 
End is July 1 this year, 
and the event’s steering 

committee would like to announce 
to local communities that the 2023 
parade theme is “San Miguel River 
High Times.” 

On Friday night beforehand, the 
Rimrocker Historical Society will 
host an ice cream social at 6 p.m. 
on Nucla’s Main Street at the new 
museum. Line-up for the parade 
starts at 10 a.m. on Third Street at 
the Catholic church, and the parade 
starts at 11 a.m. 

This year’s Water Days King and 
Queen are Evelyn and Forrest Her-
ring. They’ll ride in the parade and 
will be honored by the emcee. The 
parade ends at the Nucla Town Park, 
where there will be waterslides for 
kids, free of charge. A horseshoe 
tournament is scheduled for 1 p.m., 
and the Nucla-Naturita Fire Depart-
ment will conduct a spray-down 
with the fire trucks sometime in the 
afternoon. 

This year, the Red Rock Rod-
ders will be displaying their cars at 
the park, and vendors will be selling 
food and craft items throughout the 
day. Music will be played by a DJ, 
and then fireworks will take place at 
the N Hill at dark. 

The Desert Flyer Band will play 
for a community dance in the park, 
also free of charge.

“I would like to take this time 
to thank everyone who made this 
year’s Water Days happen,” said 
Tina Carver, the vice chairperson 
for the steering committee. “First, 
a giant thank you to Citizen’s State 
Bank for helping sponsor Water 
Days this year.”

Carver said she is asking that 
folks stop into the bank in Naturita 
to let them know how much their 
support is appreciated.

“Second, the San Miguel Basin 
Forum for doing the articles,” 
she said. “I so enjoy reading the 
paper. Help them out, and buy the 
newspaper.”

She also thanks others, like Jane 
Thompson and Doylene Garvey, 
the ladies instrumental in Navajo 
Taco Nights “who donated chili 
for every dinner.” She said Water 
Days organizers are also shouting 
out Ruth’s Toffee for donations of 
butter, Amanda Scott for oil and 
sour cream, and Susan Rice for 
onions and cheese. Carver said 
nobody should forget the fry bread 
cooks, Joe Rice and Roger Carver, 
and she said Vicki Allen and Tony 
Adkins are the ones behind the 
scenes making and rolling out the 
fry bread.  

Carver said Water Days organiz-

By REGAN TUTTLE, Editor 
 

On Monday, May 
29, the Montrose 
County Board of 
Commissioners said 
in a news release 

they were excited to announce a 
special town hall event on June 6 
in Naturita. They said the town hall 
provides a valuable opportunity for 
residents to connect with commis-
sioners, ask questions and also share 

their concerns.
The event will take place at the 

Naturita Community Center, which 
is located at 411 W. 2nd Ave. 

“It’s a chance to learn more about 
our county, find out what projects 
are happening now and in the future, 
and most importantly, make sure 
your voice is heard,” commissioners 
said in the news release. 

Board Chair Sue Hansen shared 
her thoughts on the event, highlight-
ing its importance for residents to 

become more informed about the 
county and its projects. 

“This town hall is a great way for 
everyone to learn more about our 
county and what’s going on,” Han-
sen said. “You can find out about the 
projects we’re working on now and 
the ones we have planned for the 
future. But most importantly, it’s an 
opportunity for you to speak up and 
let us know what you think. Your 
opinions and ideas matter to us.”

WEST END

Upcoming town hall  
is June 6 in Naturita

WETA at work 
The West End Trails Alliance works on the Shamrock Trail, above the confluence. (Photo by Rusty Scott)

WOLVES

VanWinkle: SB-256 was  
an insurance policy

Cont. on Pg.4Cont. on Pg. 2Cont. on Pg. 4

Cont. on Pg. 3



2 · San Miguel Basin Forum · Wednesday, May 31, 2023

History: Rimrocker Historical Society
Naturita Days of the past

By JANE THOMPSON, Rimrocker Historical Society

TIPS FROM THE WEST END POSSE  

Magnetic north 
By MARK RACKAY

It has been drilled into our lit-
tle outdoor minds, since we 
received our first compass, 

that there is a difference between 
magnetic north and true north. I 
remember that I paid as much 
attention to this as I did to alge-
bra in class. My little compass 
pointed out the way I needed to 
go.

Magnetic declination, or the 
magnetic variation, is the angle 
on the horizontal plane between 
magnetic north and the true north. 
The faithful old compass always 
points to the magnetic north, 
which corresponds to the Earth’s 
magnetic field lines. True north 
is the direction along a meridian 
towards the geographic north, as 
shown on charts and maps.

Depending on where you are 
on this good old Earth, the dif-
ference can be as much as 21 
degrees. That many degrees are 
enough to make you miss your 
mark, and never see it go past out 
the window. In my case, coming 
home from an offshore trip, it was 
enough to move me farther up the 
coast than I wanted to go. It was 
a good thing I was not running 
home from a storm, or we would 
have had a real problem.

Think of the Earth as a giant 
magnet. The shape of the Earth’s 
magnetic field is like a long bar 
magnet, but it is inclined about 
11 degrees from the axis rotation 
of the Earth. This simply means 
that the Earth’s magnetic pole 
does not jive with the North Pole, 
shown on the map. And, if that is 
not enough to make you crazy, 
the magnetic fields are moving.

There are two locations of a 
magnetic field; one is about a 
thousand miles south of the North 
Pole in Canada, and the other is in 
Siberia. These two magnetic field 
locations are not fixed; rather, 
they drift around. Their move-
ment has been about nine miles 
a year.

Since the 1990s, however, 
the drift of the Earth’s magnetic 
pole has a present speed of 30 to 
40 miles per year, and it is drift-
ing towards Siberia. The field in 
Siberia is strengthening, while 
the one in Canada is weakening, 
playing tug-of-war, so to speak.

Scientific models suggest the 
magnetic field inside the Earth’s 
core will continue to drift toward 
Siberia, at least for the next few 
decades. Given that the pole’s 
position is governed by the bal-
ance between the Canadian and 
Siberian magnetic patch, it would 
take only a small adjustment of 
the field to shift the pole back 

towards Canada.
The reason this is such a big 

deal is because it does not just 
affect our little compasses. The 
exact location of magnetic north is 
vital for all kinds of navigational 
systems used by ships, airplanes, 
Google Maps and smartphones. 

New studies of birds that are 
blown way off course of their 
regular migratory routes may 
use the magnetic signatures of 
the magnetic fields of the Earth 
to find their way back on course. 
Birdwatchers are always excited 
to see a bird show up, such as the 
recent sightings in Colorado of 
the frigate birds, that are not nor-
mally seen in an area.

Hurricanes and other weather 
systems can cause birds to get 
blown way off course from their 
normal routes. A scientific team 
from Bangor and Keele univer-
sities have discovered that birds 
can navigate from a magnetic 
position beyond what they have 
experienced in their normal nav-
igation route, back to the correct 
route.

Adult birds already familiar 
with their normal routes were 
held in captivity for a short period 
of time before being released 
back into the wild and exposed 
to a simulation of the earth’s 
magnetic signature at a location 
thousands of miles beyond their 
natural migration corridor.

Despite remaining at their cap-
ture site and experiencing all the 
other clues about their location, 
like starlight, sights, sounds and 
smells of their actual location, 
the birds still showed the urge to 
begin their journey as though they 
were in the location suggested by 
the magnetic signal they were 
receiving.

This just goes to show that the 
magnetic field of the Earth has far 
more reaching consequences than 
just messing with our compass. 
Science has not completely deter-
mined what effect a changing or 
moving field may have on us as 
humans, but like global warming, 
it is something we should pay 
attention to.

Mark Rackay is a columnist for 
several newspapers, as well as a 
feature writer for multiple salt-
water fishing magazines. He is an 
avid hunter and world-class salt-
water angler, who travels around 
the world in search of adventure. 
He serves as a director and public 
information officer for the Mon-
trose County Sheriff ’s Posse. For 
information about the posse, call 
970-252-4033 (leave a message) 
or email info@mcspi.org.

Naturita is gearing up for 
their Naturita Days cel-
ebration this Saturday, 

June 3, with lots of festivities and 
excitement. They’ve worked hard 
to bring back this exciting event, 
and we wish them much success!

We recently lost a dear member 
of the Rimrocker Historical Soci-
ety, Nancy Walker. She served as 
secretary for many years and was 
a faithful member of the society 
as well as the town clerk for Natu-
rita for many years. She wrote an 
article for the San Miguel Basin 
Forum in 2001 about the begin-
nings of Naturita Days, “Naturita 
Days and the San Miguel Boat 
Races,” and I though you would 
all enjoy her insights:

“The San Miguel River boat 
races were started in the spring 
of 1954 during the spring runoff. 
It all began as a dare between the 
men working at the VCA mill. 
The boats had to be homemade 
and hand-propelled, with two men 
in each boat. The course started 
at the Pinon Bridge and ended at 
the bridge over Dry Creek, where 
Highway 141 and 90 intersect.

Every kind of craft imaginable 
was entered in the race. These 
crafts were made out of scraps, 
odds and ends, and anything that 
would float. What a turnout!

The road from Pinon down 
was lined with cars and people. 
Every wide place overseeing the 
river was full. Anxious wives and 
family members were especially 
visible.

As the crafts progressed down 
the river (some barely left the start-
ing point), the crowd followed. 
At times the crowd cheered; at 
other times they groaned. Of all 
the entries that started, only a few 
finished the race. Abe Finch and 
his partner Gary Walker came in 
first. They were using two truck 
inner tubes lashed together. James 
Johnson and Ernie Garber, riding 
on two 50-gallon barrels lashed 
together, came in last. Many sun-
burns, muscle aches, scratches 
and bruises were in evidence that  
night.

The next spring the boat race 

became official, with trophies 
awarded to the first four win-
ners. The starting point remained 
the Pinon Bridge, but the boats 
landed at what is now the Natu-
rita Ball Park, because of the open 
space and low banks. About 1956 
or ’57, Naturita Days became an 
annual celebration in conjunction 
with the boat races …

The boats still had to be hand-
made and hand-propelled. Any-
thing from two car hoods welded 
together to wooden rafts, rubber 
boats and who knew what else 
entered. Maybe some of the boats 
never finished the race, but no one 
drowned or suffered more than 
bruises, scratches and sunburns. 
Even with all the hard work, 
almost everyone seemed to have 
fun.

Since the races drew such 
large crowds, the area merchants 
decided to make it a two-day cel-
ebration. A parade down Main 
Street with floats started the fes-
tivities. Queen candidates were in 
the parade also. Ping-pong balls 
were dropped from an airplane 
by Carl Pierson, with lucky kids 
receiving prizes from participat-
ing area merchants. Greased pole 
contests, a greased pig contest, 
baseball games, sack races, and 
mining and drilling contests were 
held with each new year bringing 

new ideas and things to do. In 
later years, an open-air dance was 
held at the open-air pavilion at the 
present day city park.

In later years homemade kay-
aks became the mode of trans-
portation down the river. I’m sure 
many of the wives were pressed 
into service to help get those boats 
ready in time for the race. This 
writer even wonders if as much 
time and hard work went into the 
daily jobs, be it mining, ranching 
or milling, as went into building 
those boats. But rest assured the 
races were fun!”

Naturita Days was eventu-
ally taken on by the Lions Club, 
and others tried to keep it going 
throughout the years. Hats off to 
those making the effort to bring 
this event back. I know the boat 
races were in the plans for this 
year, but the high spring run-off 
has changed those plans. There 
may be a race later in the summer, 
but it is still in the works. 

Get out there and support Natu-
rita Days 2023! 

Author’s note: Please forgive 
my mistake in last week’s article 
about the Vietnam Veterans. The 
Nucla-Naturita cemetery in Nucla 
is called the Cedar Ridge Ceme-
tery, not the Pinon Ridge Ceme-
tery. I appreciate being corrected 
on that one.

This photo shows Naturita Days boat races in 1963.  
(Image courtesy of Rimrocker Historical Society)

on the ground”?
VanWinkle said that she asked 

Fish and Wildlife officials earlier 
this spring, “What if we don’t 
have a 10(j) ruling before we 
release the wolves?”

Officials said it becomes a moot 
point; the 10(j) ruling can’t be 
implemented then. 

“That’s why SB-256 was so 
critical,” VanWinkle said. 

What’s more is that nobody can 
say where the wolves are com-
ing from. VanWinkle is confused 
by CPW officials claiming that 
western states are willing to give 

Colorado wolves, but 9News 
interviewed officials in various 
states who say they’ve not been 
asked about that. 

“It begs the question: Where are 
they getting wolves?” VanWinkle 
said. “The state has not been trans-
parent with where or how they’re 
getting wolves.”

And, what will the wolves eat? 
VanWinkle said they’ll start with 
deer, elk and moose. But, she said 
with the rough winter that north-
western Colorado had, the game 
populations are not in great shape. 
She said the state may be cutting 
hunting licenses because of the 

winter.  
She said it will be a problem for 

the rancher who “wins the wolf 
lottery.”

She’s not sure the wolves will 
stay at their release spots. She 
thinks they’ll migrate, maybe 
even back to where they origi-
nally came from. According to 
a map on CPW’s website, the 
release spots are around Pitkin 
County. No wolves are permitted 
to be released within 60 miles of 
the state line. They also cannot be 
released on tribal lands, because 
the Native Americans don’t want 
them. 

SB-256
Cont. from Pg. 1
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Need a Ride?
All Points Transit can help!

Call 970-249-0128 to Schedule 
www.allpointstransit.org

Local Medical, Shopping, Errands & More
Regional service to Montrose & Grand Junction 
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Four Seasons
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10% militArY &
SeNior diSCouNt

31186 Highway 145
Naturita, Colorado

(970) 864-7531
www.bruinwastemanagement.com

Residential, Commercial, 
Recycle, Portable Toilets & 

Roll Off Dumpsters

We now offer luxury portable 
toilet rentals for all of your 

event needs!

SERVING THE COMMUNITIES OF: 
Nucla, Naturita, Redvale, 

Norwood, Telluride, Ridgway, 
Log Hill, and Montrose

Owner and Editor: Regan Tuttle · regantuttle@gmail.com · 970-864-7425
Advertising Manager: Tanner Nelson 
Design Team: Rick Bickhart & Tori Sheets 

PO Box 724 · Nucla, Colorado 81424

Baseball honors
Brycen Rummel and P.J. Hulst re-
ceive San Juan Basin League First 
Team All-Conference recognition. 
(Courtesy image)

The June 6 town hall will begin 
at 11 a.m., and the commissioners 
and county officials will be there to 
provide information, listen to com-
munity questions, and address any 
concerns they may have. Whether 
people have questions about the 
county’s local rules, want to share 
their concerns, or if they simply 
want to know more about what 
commissioners are doing, the town 
hall on June 6 is the opportunity 
to get involved in the West End 
community. 

County officials are planning 
additional town hall meetings this 
year for residents across the county. 
For more information about Mon-

trose County and board meetings, 
the public should visit montrosec-
ounty.net. 

Mayor of Nucla, Kirk Yerke, 
agreed people should try to attend. 
He’s only fielded a few complaints 
for the Town of Nucla. He said 
many people don’t show up to the 
town meetings that he officiates 
with the town board. He encourages 
folks to attend the county meeting 
next week and to become involved. 

“Come to meetings,” he said, “for 
everybody.” 

Christina Pierce, the executive 
director of the Basin Clinic in Natu-
rita, said if people want the com-
missioners to listen to them, they 
need to attend these things, like next 

week’s town hall. 
“If you want them to know how 

important the Basin Clinic is and the 
West End … and our livelihood … 
Just because we are not many peo-
ple doesn’t mean we are not import-
ant,” she said. “We need to have our 
voice heard. 

Pierce also added that sometimes 
people assume that if people don’t 
show up to the town halls or lis-
tening sessions that everything is 
fine. She said that’s not always the 
case. She said community members 
shouldn’t wait until something goes 
terribly wrong to complain. She said 
people can speak with local lead-
ers before anything becomes a big 
issue.

Town hall
Cont. from Pg. 1
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ELIZABETH FOLEY 
Broker Associate
Licensed Realtor in San Miguel County  
since 2001 
Contact 970.708.0079
Volunteer with Fair Board and Rodeo since 2000

Serving our communities 
since 1913

970-865-2255

Located in Naturita  
at the corner of Highway 114 & 97
P.O. Box 160 Naturita, CO, 81422

Enjoy 4 sEasons inEnjoy 4 sEasons in

southwEst Colorado’ssouthwEst Colorado’s
outdoor jEwEl!outdoor jEwEl!

Nora Davis (Owner)
(970) 428-2236

217 West Main Street 
Naturita Colorado

E-Mail: 
rimrockerrealestate@gmail.com

Website: 
www.rimrockerrealestate.com

Debbie: 970-428-2364Debbie: 970-428-2364
Michele: 970-417-5103Michele: 970-417-5103

Office:  970-865-2525Office:  970-865-2525

We advertise on the 
following websites:   

Zillow, Realtor.com, Homes.com, 
Trulia, and Homes and Land

212 East Main Street
Naturita, Colorado 81422

We are always available to help you 
with your REAL ESTATE needs!

Uranium Price – May 31, 2023
$53.60

Time to Shine
Thursday, June 8th
  4:30 - 5:30 Registration,   
   Booths, Music & Dinner
  5:30 - 7:30 Business Meeting

SMPA Ridgway Office
720 North Railroad Street
Ridgway, CO - Attend in person

Registration & Materials:  
www.smpa.com/content/annual-meeting-election
Join at 5:30 PM for the meeting, or earlier for fun!

Time to Shine
PRIZES:WHEN:

WHERE:

ONLINE:

It’s our

PLUS: Lawnmower
Weed Whacker
Google Nest
TV Headphones

Power Washer
Walkie Talkies
Smart Clock

Join us in person or online for the 
San Miguel Power Association

ANNUAL MEETING

Chomp N Sons, LLC
 Tree Trimming Service

Contact:
Randy: (970) 765-5103
Tim: (970) 209-8973

Licensed and Insured

Sarah Carlisle and Alexander Price. 
April Montgomery of the Telluride 
Foundation also serves as an ex-of-
ficio member of the board. 

The work of the trust has been 
made possible through the efforts 
of board members, as well the con-

tributions of partner organizations, 
including the Telluride Founda-
tion, Citizens State Bank, and Tri-
State Generation and Transmission 
Association. 

The West End Pay It Forward 
Trust is reliant on the generosity 
of its donors. The public is invited 
to visit westendpayitforward.org/

donate to learn about ways to con-
tribute. For further information 
about the West End Pay It Forward 
Trust’s history and work, those 
interested may contact westend-
pift@gmail.com, look for the trust 
on Facebook, or visit westendpay-
itforward.org. 

Pay It Forward
Cont. from Pg. 1

ers are grateful to the Town of Nucla 
staff for the port-a-potties. Addi-
tionally, the Nucla-Naturita Fire 
Department has supported the event 
in allowing use of the building and 
helping with the fireworks segment. 

“Don Colcord helps with our fire-
works, even though he retired, and 
also David Carter,” she added. 

Jay Saxton typically fills the 
orders for Navajo Taco Night, and 

there are many local kids that work 
as carhop for the fundraisers. That 
includes Ryder Carver, Eden Sax-
ton, Remi Long, Xaden Curuso and 
Jonah Richardson. 

And, Carver thanks all in the 
West End for participating in the 
fundraising meals, since the funds 
go toward producing Water Days. 

“Most importantly, the commu-
nity supports our monthly dinners,” 
she said. 

The Water Days steering com-
mittee is made of just three peo-
ple. Along with Carver are Linda 
Adkins and Dana Saxton running 
the show. 

“We are a small group, and as you 
can see, we persuade our family and 
friends into helping,” she said. “If 
anyone is interested in joining us, 
we could use the help. … We hope 
to see you at this year’s celebra-
tion July 1.”

Water Days
Cont. from Pg. 1
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TUESDAY, JUNE 6TH, 11AM

MONTROSE BOARD OF 
COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

TOWN HALL 

Listening Tour
Listening Tour

Naturita Community Center
411 W 2nd Avenue

Naturita, CO
 

Refreshments will be served
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Construction
Bryan Littlejohn

Bus: (970) 327-4096 Cell: 428-4096
P.O. Box 422, Naturita, CO 81422

Southwestern

Christopher Tooker 
Master Electrician 

 Electrical Contractor 
Phone: 970�864�2321  

tookeroffice@gmail.com  
www.tookerelectric.com 

New Construction 
Residential 
Commercial 
Service 

MAIL SUBSCRIPTION
Montrose & San Miguel Counties: 

$38.00/year
Everywhere Else: 

$45.00/year

140 E. Main Street
PO Box 158

Naturita, CO 81422

ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS 
1 & 2 bedroom apartments, Family Living at an affordable price.

Nucla Family Housing
300 East 3rd Street, Nucla, Colorado

(970) 864-2262 

Landmark Management:  712-276-1735  •  TTY: 800-659-2656
This institution is an equal opportunity provider

Your Service Station
• Offering Phillips 66 Proclean Fuel

24-7 with Credit Card

• Convenience Store

• Brand  name Tires & Service

• Lube-Oil Service

• Computer Diagnostics

• Light Mechanical

James Keeton
1685 Grand Ave, Norwood, CO • 970-327-4447

Sam’s Service
Phillips 66

OBITUARY

Karon E. Proctor
July 7, 1945 — May 15, 2023

Karon E. Proctor, of Nucla, 
passed away at her home on 
May 15, 2023, after a lengthy 
illness.

She was 77.
Karon was born July 7, 

1945, in Salmon, Idaho, to 
Emily Beck and Shirden Blood. 
She was one of eight children. 
The family moved to Paradox 
in the early 1950s, and it was 
there Karon met the love of her 
life, Gary.

Gary and Karon were mar-
ried on Dec. 31, 1965, and 

shared a union of almost 51 years and produced two children, a 
daughter, Ailene, and a son, Gary Michael.

Karon’s primary role in life was a homemaker and mom to her 
family, and she excelled at it. She had many hobbies and was an 
excellent cook, seamstress and gardener. And, while not many may 
have known it, she was also an avid Nintendo player! Karon would 
sit and play MarioKart or SuperMario with her grandkids for hours, 
teaching them to conquer the game. She was in her 40s and 50s when 
she acquired her mad gaming skills.

Karon was a huge supporter of whatever sport her grandkids 
played, especially softball and wrestling, and she rarely missed a 
game or match. She babysat her grandkids and great-grandkids and 
was always patient with them. Karon’s grandkids will never forget 
picking asparagus and developing their love of gardening from work-
ing with her in her garden.

But above all of her hobbies, Karon loved caring for her family 
the most. That was what brought her true happiness and joy. She is 
survived by her children, Ailene Smith (Freddie), of Nucla, and Gary 
Proctor (Donna), of Pueblo West; her grandchildren, Mikael Smith 
(Kimbry), of Fruita, Melissa Johnson (David), of Nucla, and Bailey 
Proctor, of Pueblo West; and her great-grandchildren, Hunter and 
Emily Johnson, and Tytan and Mylo Smith. 

Karon is survived by her sister Judy Proctor (Mark), of Paradox; 
brothers, Tom Blood, of Grand Junction, Jerry Blood (Lisa), of Delta, 
and Jim Blood (Dorie), of Saint Maries, Idaho; and many nieces and 
nephews.

Karon is preceded in death by her husband, Gary; her parents, 
Shirden and Emily Blood; and her sisters, Nadine Blood, Shirdean 
Wilson, and Emma Jean Chamberlain.

A graveside service will be held June 2 at 11 a.m. at the Nucla 
Cemetery. Arrangements are being handled by Martin Mortuary in 
Grand Junction.

West End 
Montrose County

Sheriff’s Office Blotter
5/11/2023

0926 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to the 300 block of Payson 
Street in Naturita for a medical 
assist.
1050 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to the 30600 block of 
DD30 Road near Nucla for a park-
ing problem.
1212 Hours - Deputy was dispatched 
to the 1000 block of Montana Street 
in Nucla for a medical assist.
1330 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to the 200 block of West 
Second Avenue in Naturita for a 
theft report. 
1402 Hours - Kenny Johnson, 44, 
was arrested in the 100 block of 
East Main Street in Naturita on an 
outstanding warrant.
1601 Hours - Deputy took an infor-
mation report in the 27700 block of 
DD Road near Nucla.
1728 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to the 30100 block of 
DD31 Road near Nucla for a medi-
cal assist.
1826 Hours - Deputy took an infor-
mation report in the 27700 block of 
DD Road near Nucla.
2038 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to the 100 block of West 
Main Street in Naturita for a citizen 
assist.
2042 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to the 500 block of Juniper 
Street in Nucla for a noise com-
plaint.
1 school zone in Naturita
3 civil processes attempted/served

5/12/2023
1114 Hours - Deputy was 

Continued Page 7
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Class i f i ed  Ads
Classified Ad Policy & Rates:  Rates for each issue: $12.95 for 25 
words and 20¢ for each additional word. Charge accounts $1, Box 
Frame $5.00, Tear Sheet $1.00, Picture $7.50, Bold Caps or Extra 
Bold Heading $1.00, All Caps $5.00, Bold Heading and Text $5.00.

BRUIN WASTE 
MANAGEMENT      
JOB OPENINGS

Competitive wages, retirement, 
health insurance and safety bonus. 
Year around work. Work local, 
home every night. Requirements: 
CDL license, experience is a 
plus, training available. Safety 
conscious is a must. Reliability. 
Come join our well established 
organization. Apply in person at 
31186 hwy 145 or email to bruin-
waste@bruinwaste.com

51-1T-C

DIESEL / HEAVY EQUIPMENT MECHANIC 
WANTED        (NORWOOD)

Williams Construction is looking for experienced diesel / heavy 
equipment mechanic to start immediately, CDL helpful, full-time 
position with overtime, starting at $30 p/h plus per diem depend-
ing on experience.  Benefits available after a probationary period. 
Please e-mail resume to darbie@williamsconstruction.biz or fax to 
970-327-4157.

50-3T-C

 

 

 

 

   Aggregate & 
Redi Mix Supplier 

    Call for a Quote or to Schedule a Delivery 
             SATURDAY DELIVERIES AVAILABLE 

          970.729.0997    970.327.4218 
    

 

 

300-400# STEERS 2.35-2.70 300-400# HEIFERS 2.40-2.70
400-500# STEERS 2.25-2.60 400-500# HEIFERS 2.20-2.38
500-600# STEERS 2.10-2.45 500-600# HEIFERS 2.05-2.15
600-700# STEERS 1.85-2.15 600-700# HEIFERS 1.87-1.95
700-800# STEERS 1.80-2.02 700-800# HEIFERS 1.70-1.89
800-900# STEERS 1.78-1.88 800-900# HEIFERS 1.60-1.70 
Top bulls High of 1.18 Medium bulls 1.05-1.13
Young Cows 1.05-1.35 Top cows 1.00-107.
Medium cows .88-.99 Low-yielding cows .88 down

NEXT WEEK:  Thursday June 1st. 8 grass calves, 7 mixed feeder calves, 2 blk pairs, 
12 butcher cows, 4 butcher bulls.  Along with our usual dock run of 200-300.
Staring next week Bubbaduts café will open here at the Delta sales yard , serving 
Breakfast and Lunch .  Opens at 8:00 a.m 

NEXT SPECIAL HORSE SALE – Saturday June 3rd   10 saddle horses 

consigned, and some tack already arriving.

Next special sheep & goat sale next week - Thursday June 29th

Delta SaleS YarD Latest Market report

Auto, Home, RAncH, Business, Life, Bonds

jessica@townandcountry-insurance.com

Phone: (970) 818-9316
Located in the Bachman Law BuiLding * naturita, co

legal Publication
TOWN OF NUCLA, COLORADO 

ORDINANCE 2023-006

AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING THE LAND USE AND DEVELOPMENT CODE OF THE TOWN 
OF NUCLA, COLORADO. FOR THE PURPOSE OF CONTROLLING FUTURE LAND USAGE 
AND DEVELOPMENT WITHIN THE LIMITS OF THE TOWN OF NUCLA, COLORADO

Published in the San Miguel Basin Forum May 31 & June 7, 2023

Public Hearing notice
PUBLIC HEARING FOR THE TOWN OF NUCLA LAND USE AND DEVELOPMENT CODE 
WILL BE HELD ON JUNE 14, 2023 AT 6:30 PM AT THE NUCLA TOWN HALL

Published in the San Miguel Basin Forum May 31

legal Publication
TOWN OF NUCLA, COLORADO

ORDINANCE 2023-007

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCES 222, 240 AND 2020-002 WHERE CONFLICT 
WITH THE TOWN OF NUCLA LAND USE AND DEVELOPMENT CODE EXISTS.

Published in the San Miguel Basin Forum May 31 & June 7, 2023

NUCLA/NATURITA 
FIRE PROTECTION 
BOARD SEAT OPEN

Nucla Naturita Fire Protection 
District Board has one seat open.
 If you are interested, send in a 
letter of intent and include your 
Name, address & phone number.  
Please send letters of intent to :
Nucla Naturita Fire Protection
P.O. Box 740 Nucla Colo.  81424 
or drop them off at the fire hall 
Must be submitted by June 2, 
2023

50-3T-C

West End Montrose County
Sheriff’s Office Blotter

We are looking forward 
to Serving you.

Great Tires - Great Deals
29492 Hwy 97, Nucla, CO

(970) 864-2287

We Meet Your Tire Needs
We Appreciate & Thank You for Your Business

dispatched to the 500 block of 
Grape Street in Nucla for a medi-
cal assist.
1454 Hours - Deputy took a fraud 
report in the 700 block of Montana 
Street in Nucla.
1546 Hours - Deputy was dispatched 
to the 31100 block of EE22 Road 
near Naturita for a littering report.
2057 Hours - Antonio Myers, 51, 
was contacted in the 300 block of 
West Main Street in Naturita and 
cited for no license plates, no reg-
istration and operating an unregis-
tered vehicle. 
1 directed patrol in Nucla
5 civil processes attempted/served

5/13/2023
0811 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to the 31400 block of 
Highway 141 near Naturita for a 
medical assist.
1205 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to the 35600 block of 
Highway 145 near Redvale for a 
trespassing report.
2158 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to the 500 block of Juniper 
Street in Nucla for a noise com-
plaint.

5/14/2023
0920 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to the 100 block of Crabtree 
Road in Naturita for a harassment 
report. 
1901 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to the 700 block of Main 
Street in Nucla for criminal mis-
chief.
1 directed patrol in County

5/15/2023
1045 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to the 100 block of East 

Main Street in Naturita for an infor-
mation report.
1222 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to the 600 block of Elm 
Street in Naturita for a welfare 
check.
1254 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to the 500 block of Grape 
Street in Nucla for a medical assist.
1 VIN inspection
1 school zone in Naturita

5/17/2023
0007 Hours - Deputy was dispatched 
to the 26800 block of FF26 Road 
near Naturita for a welfare check.
0412 Hours - Deputy was dispatched 

to the 1100 block of Lookout Drive 
in Naturita for suspicious activity.
1515 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to the 16700 block of 
Highway 141 near Naturita for a 
dispute.
1535 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to the 100 block of Highway 
97 in Naturita for an information 
report. 
2150 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to the 29900 block of 
Highway 97 near Nucla for a medi-
cal assist.
2 VIN inspections
1 school zone in Naturita
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