
Special to the FORUM 

Dark Sky Week, an annual 
event sponsored by the 
newly christened Dark 

Sky International (formerly the 
International Dark Sky Associa-
tion-IDA), brings awareness to not 
only the beauty of the night sky but 
its importance to physical, mental 
and emotional health, along with 
health of wildlife, livestock, polli-
nating insects, plants and even some 
aquatic life. 

The doctored picture shows the 
difference between what people 
have right now when stepping out-
side, and what could happen if care 
is not taken to control excessive 
exterior lighting in this region. Once 
polluted, it is nearly impossible to 
return to “times before.” It’s like 
unscrambling an egg.

Excessive light is taking over 
the world. About 80 percent of the 
world’s population cannot see the 
Milky Way where they live. They 
see something worse than the right-
side picture. Here, people can see 

the Milky Way before the sunset 
ends. All are encouraged to try it 
next month as it is on its way. For 
the last month, it’s been visible just 
before the dawn at the tail of con-
stellation Scorpio. 

How very lucky we are. There’s 
lots of talk these days about the 1 
percent; Locals in this region are a 1 
percent; few have this, a dark night 
sky.

After a difficult day, a few 
moments looking at the stars has 
a calming effect, something con-
firmed by scientific studies. It’s 
good therapy. It literally puts peo-
ple at the center of the universe. 
It’s an ancient heritage with a great 
folklore. The image of the pioneer 
cowhand, hard day over, campfire 
in coals, leaning back on the saddle, 
blanket under his head, getting a 
dose of starlight before sleep.

This region has become a focus 
for folks trying to preserve the night 
sky by reducing light contamina-
tion. It’s like white top, a little is 
OK, but 100 acres of it? A contam-
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EDUCATION 

Colorado 
Grand makes 
local grant, 
scholarship

By REGAN TUTTLE, Editor 

Representatives of the Rim-
rocker Historical Society 
announced last week they 

are excited about a new $10,000 
scholarship for a graduating 
senior of Nucla High School this 
year — or also a homeschooled 
student from the community. The 
new scholarship is made possi-
ble by The Colorado Grand, an 
annual classic car charity tour that 
makes grants.

Jane Thompson, of the Rim-
rocker Historical Society, told 
the Forum The Colorado Grand 
came through Nucla in Septem-
ber of 2022 for a short coffee stop 
on a tour of Telluride, Durango 
and other places showcasing 
their vintage, 1960 and earlier 
automobiles. 

“They were lined up and down 
Main Street, and they were so 
excited to have the students from 
NHS come up and visit with them 
and check out their vintage cars,” 
Thompson said. “Normally as 
part of their ride every year they 
give this scholarship to the high 
school in the towns that provide 
lunch or dinner meals. This is a 
first for a town that just provides 
a stop for coffee and donuts.”

As it happened, one student, 
who will remain unnamed and is 
from Nucla High School, reached 
out to officials from The Col-
orado Grand and asked about 
the possibility of students in the 
West End applying for one of 
their scholarships. They were 
so impressed with this student’s 
request that they decided to make 
one available.

Thompson has handled some 
details and has emailed the appli-
cation for the scholarship to West 
End Schools Superintendent Clint 
Wytulka. Wytulka is disseminat-
ing the information to the admin-
istration and graduating seniors, 
so that they may apply for the 
opportunity. 

“Again, we are honored to be 
able to facilitate this for a stu-
dent graduating from Nucla High 
School — or a homeschooling 
senior,” Thompson said. “This 
group was very generous to our 
community, and we appreciate 
their visit very much.”

Malisha Reed, the Nucla High 
School principal, said on Sunday 
the school administration was 
appreciative of the local schol-
arship and the The Colorado 
Grand’s generosity. 

“We are very proud of our stu-
dents and their ability to interact 

HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS 

Young 
Mustang  

baseball team 
hard at work 
By REGAN TUTTLE, Editor 

The Nucla High School base-
ball team, a combined team 
with kids from Norwood 

and even one from Telluride, is 
hard at work. Practices started Feb. 
28 for the Mustangs, and already, 
as of press time, they’d played nine 
games this season. 

Head coach Randy Gabriel told 
the Forum on Monday they’re a 
young team, with just 13 kids out. 
They were 4-5 on Tuesday but 
headed to a game at Grand Valley 
that day. 

Gabriel is no stranger to coach-
ing high school baseball. He 
coached 1991-98 and came back 
in 2106. He’s assisted by Kelly 
Arnold, of Nucla, and Ben Kirk, of 
Norwood. 

Seniors this year are P.J. Hulst, 
of Telluride High School, and Tony 
Holguin, of Norwood High School. 
Holguin was injured in football but 
still a part of Mustang baseball, 
even though he cannot play. 

Freshmen now are Brycen Rum-
mel, Owen Tackett and Coulter 
Shumway. Sophomores are Joshua 
Platt, Jake Hulst, Paxtin Caruso 
and Hasten Sutherland. Juniors 
are Steele Arnold, Joseph Casil-
las, Hemmy O’Brien and Owen 
Dinsmore.

“We need a lot of games,” coach 
said. “We have kids thrust into 
spots they’ve never been in.”

He added for baseball the 
team plays 2A and 3A teams that 
are tough. The Mustangs fell to 
Cedaredge, and last Friday Igna-
cio, 11-1, though they recently beat 
Olathe and Sanford. 

Gabriel said the guys do well. 
“They work hard, and they lis-

ten,” he said. “We’ve made way 
too many errors all year. They’re 
young and not confident to make 
plays, but they work hard and do 
everything we ask. I couldn’t ask 
for a better group of kids.” 

With eight games left, the Mus-
tangs have four double-headers 
coming right up. The guys play 
Dove Creek at home on Saturday, 
and Rangely next Friday. On May 
2, they face Ignacio, followed by 
districts. 

Coach said the Mustangs have to 
pick up the pace. 

Mustang baseball has a strong 
reputation. Since 2014, they’ve 
made it to the state’s final eight. 
Coach admitted that’s an achieve-
ment, but said it’s not fair to com-
pare the current team to the past. 

“They need time,” he said. 
“That’s our motto:  try to improve 
and get better everyday.”

This season’s weather didn’t 

DARK SKIES 

Dark Sky Week ends  
April 22, Earth Day

By REGAN TUTTLE, Editor
 

Last Thursday, princi-
pal of Paradox Valley 
School (PVS) Heather 
Gunn told the San 
Miguel Basin Forum 

that due to low enrollment num-
bers, compounded by financial 
and operational constraints, the 
charter school will shut down. The 
school’s board of directors deter-
mined that the responsible choice 
was to close PVS at the end of the 

2022-23 school year. Its last day 
will be May 18, 2023.

“PVS is committed to working 
in partnership with its authorizer, 
West End Public Schools Dis-
trict, to facilitate the closure and, 
more importantly, to help stu-
dents and families explore edu-
cational options for the 2023-24 
school year,” Gunn said in a press 
release last week. “As part of this 
commitment, PVS will coordi-
nate with Naturita Elementary 
and Nucla Middle/High School 

in the coming weeks to schedule 
a school tour for PVS students. 
This will provide PVS students 
with the opportunity to explore 
this option and meet/interact with 
students and school staff. “

The PVS board of directors is 
planning to host two town hall 
meetings for the public. The first 
will be April 20 at 6 p.m., and the 
second will be on May 11 at 6 
p.m. Both will be held at Paradox 
Valley School. 

EDUCATION 

PVS will shut  
down this spring

Cont. on Pg. 5

These images show the contrast 
in what the dark sky looks like 
now from the local area, versus 
what it could look like if people 
don’t take care of light contami-
nation. (Courtesy images) 

Paradox Valley School will close down this spring. (Photo by Heather Gunn)
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History: Rimrocker Historical Society
The Vestal House, Part 3

By JANE THOMPSON, Rimrocker Historical Society

MONTROSE COUNTY

Commissioners 
decline funds

SPECIAL TO THE FORUM 

The Montrose County Board 
of County Commission-
ers approved a letter to 

the United States Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) declining 
the acceptance of congressionally 
directed funding to be passed 
through the agency. In 2022, the 
county was awarded $7.725 mil-
lion via a congressionally directed 
spending request approved by 
Congress. Since being notified 
of the award in March of 2022, 
the county has worked continu-
ously to finalize documentation 
required by USDA. Unfortu-
nately, the terms and conditions 
required by USDA have been 
determined to not be in the best 
interest of the project, the county 
or the community as a whole.

“Disappointment is an under-
statement for how I am feeling 
now,” said Commissioner Roger 
Rash two weeks ago in a press 
release. “The courthouse is near 
and dear to my heart. I was hope-
ful that this funding would be 
a big boost to the project, but it 
is just more federal red tape that 
could potentially cause issues 
in the end. We are continuing to 
look at alternative ways to make 
this project happen.”

Although the award was 
announced as totaling $7.725 
million, the USDA chose to uti-
lize a “last dollar” approach to 
funding, whereby any savings 
under estimated construction 
cost would belong to the USDA. 
This approach differs from typ-
ical grant awards where funds 
are awarded on a prorated basis. 
The end result for the courthouse 
project was that, depending on 
project cost, the county may 
have received little if any of the 
awarded amount, despite having 
to accept all federal requirements.

Additionally, USDA required 
all contracts, including those 
between the county and its own 

architect and contractors, to 
be reviewed and approved by 
USDA. Project oversight was to 
be assigned to a USDA architect 
based in Hawaii with any project 
change orders, including those 
during construction, to require 
their approval. Assigning this 
level of authority to a remotely 
located architect unfamiliar with 
the building and project would 
most certainly cause further proj-
ect delays.

Another major concern was that 
of qualified bidders. USDA staff 
informed the county to expect 
only firms located in urban areas 
to qualify as bidders due to con-
tract requirements. Awarding to 
distantly located firms would 
have escalated project costs with-
out the guarantee of federal funds 
to offset added expenses. As a 
local project, funded with local 
dollars, the county wants to pre-
serve the opportunity for local 
and regional firms to participate 
in the project. The county firmly 
believes there are qualified con-
tractors in the region that deserve 
the right to bid on a locally funded 
project. The county is not willing 
to accept the requirement to send 
project dollars out of the commu-
nity without affording local firms 
the opportunity to bid.

Montrose County is greatly 
appreciative of Senator Hick-
enlooper’s efforts to secure this 
funding for the project, but after 
significant debate believes it is 
in the best interest of the county 
and community to decline the 
funding. The cumulative effect of 
USDA requirements could have 
resulted in increased expenses 
without corresponding revenue. 
The bottom line result could have 
been a financial net negative for 
the project.

At this time, the county is 
exploring options to advance the 
courthouse renovation utilizing 
standard bidding and contracting 
practices.

The Vestal family and the 
Cooper brothers’ families 
had joined the Colorado 

Cooperative Company and had all 
assumed important positions in it. 
In 1904, the Colorado Cooperative 
Company celebrated, after their 
hard work of 10 years, the water 
finally arriving on the Tabeguache 
Park. In the spring of 1905, the col-
onists would make a mass move to 
the Park and would begin building 
up the new town of Nucla. 

But a tragedy would strike the 
Cooper family. From the Montrose 
Press of January 7, 1904: “James 
Cooper, an old member of the 
Cooperative colony at Pinon, died 
Saturday, Jan. 2, 1904, of pneumo-
nia. Mr. Cooper drove one of the 
four-horse teams over the divide 
and was well known by the busi-
ness men of Montrose. The sym-
pathy of many is given to the wife 
and son who are both seriously ill 
with the same disease. His broth-
ers, John and Con Cooper, archi-
tects of Pueblo, arrived Monday to 
be with the bereaved family.” 

A week later from the Montrose 
Enterprise: “Mr. John Cooper of 
Pueblo paid a pleasant visit to the 
press office, and we are glad to 
learn that Mrs. James Cooper, his 
sister-in-law, and son who have 
been so seriously ill with pneu-
monia at Pinon are very much 
improved. Mr. Cooper left for 
Pueblo Tuesday.”

Although James Cooper has 
nothing to do with the Vestal 
House, he is an important part of 
the story, because it his descen-
dants, against many odds, who 
have remained in the community, 

and we will talk more about them 
as we end this story.

Up until James died, he was 
the brother who was written 
most about in the newspapers, 
and brother John was in the news 
some. But after James’ death, Cor-
nelius became one of the important 
names in the news, and he and Lin-
coln Vestal became very important 
Nucla businessmen.

In September 8, 1905: “C. O. 
Cooper has now the neatest and 
most up-to-date store building in 
town. He expects to stock up with 
hardware and builders’ supplies.” 

September 26, 1905: “C.O. Coo-
per has completed his contract of 
lumber hauling for J. C. Swan’s 
new residence on 8th Ave. and W. 
2nd St.”

October 13, 1905: “Dr. Cross 
has made several trips to Nucla … 
attending the case of C. O. Coo-
per, who has an attack of typhoid 
pneumonia.” 

February 16, 1906: “C.O. Coo-
per is now convalescing rapidly 
…” 

Lincoln Vestal was also making 
news at this time. July 14, 1905: 
“The board of directors recently 
elected by the stockholders of the 
Colorado Cooperative Company at 
the annual meeting … has chosen 
L. Vestal as general manager of the 
company … ”

Aug 25, 1905: “The lumber for 
the C. C. Co. office, to be located 
on S. E. Corner of Center Avenue 
and E. Second Street, is on the 
ground ready for erection. Lum-
ber is being delivered for L. Ves-
tal’s two-story residence, the upper 
story to be used for rooms.”

September 8, 1905: “Mr. Vestal 
says the company mill is cutting 
lumber right along, and that there is 
about 40,000 feet of clear and sec-
ond-clear lumber in the mill yards 
now, all of which is good.”

September 26, 1905: “Manager 
Vestal and his family have moved 
into their new house on Center 
Ave.”

 By 1907, L. Vestal had resigned 
as manager of the C. C. Co. and 
was devoting his time to his own 
businesses. He added a warehouse 
on the north end of his residence 
and store building where he had his 
furniture store. He stocked furni-
ture, carpets and curtains.

Also, by 1907, C. Cooper was 
making his mark with his busi-
nesses. He had a decent freighting 
business, and his hardware store 
was booming. In June of 1907, he 
had brought in a train carload of 
mowers and rakes.

In an article from the Norwood 
Record, “Alex Haroldson, who 
has recently bought out Mr. Lee 
of Naturita, was a caller at Nucla 
Wednesday, not far short of buy-
ing out the entire town. A goodly 
supply of groceries from the C. C. 
Company’s store, considerable fur-
niture from L. Vestal’s and a range 
with innumerable other small stuff 
from C. O. Cooper, made a good 
wagon load of stuff in all, which 
Mr. Cooper delivered on Thursday. 
Come again, neighbor.” 

We continue to see the lives 
of both of these families as they 
become more settled into the busi-
ness of growing Nucla. Next week, 
their businesses and influence con-
tinue to grow … To be continued.

This image shows the first load of grain hauled into Nucla in 1905 by M. D. Bowen. On the load is Bowen holding 
the reins with an unknown child beside him. Next is Joe Weimer and Johnny Cooper. Standing is Lincoln Vestal 
with children, Clifford Cooper and Evelyn Cooper. Johnny Cooper is the son of John Cooper, and Clifford and 
Evelyn are the children of Cornelius Cooper. Joe Weimer would grow up and marry Mr. Vestal’s daughter Leah. 
(Image courtesy of Rimrocker Historical Society) 

Looking to Place a Classified? 
And have thousands of people see it?

Place an Ad in the
San Miguel  

Basin Forum
(970) 864-7425

help matters, since snow and mud 
prevented use of the fields. The 
guys had to find patches of outfield 
that were good enough to practice 
on, but they did get outside and get 
to work. 

Coach said he’s grateful for the 
kids on the current team. He’s 
proud of their work ethic.

“That’s all we can ask,” he said. 
“Just try to improve and get better 
every day.”

He’s also appreciative of Arnold 
and Kirk. He said Arnold was 
instrumental in taking the reins in 
2021, when Gabriel suffered a car 
accident. Arnold stepped up and 
handled regionals and more to get 
the team through the end of that 
season. 

“He’s always there with any-

thing I need help with,” he said, 
“and being athletic director does a 
great job.” 

Kirk has been on board since 
2017 and drives kids from Nor-
wood to Nucla for practices. 

“He does everything we need,” 
coach said. “He’s very loyal to 
Nucla baseball. These (coaches) 
definitely contribute to our 
success.” 

Gabriel will be coaching all 
day Saturday and miss another 
important game, his son’s. Will 
Gabriel’s college baseball team, 
the UCCS Mountain Lions, will 
face Colorado Mesa University 
this weekend. They play Friday 
through Sunday, though, and coach 
said he will be attending the other 
days, especially since if things go 
as planned, Will Gabriel will get to 
pitch Sunday.

Baseball team
Cont. from Pg. 1
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OBITUARY

Daniel Ralph Morgan
Dec. 22, 1931 — April 9, 2023

Daniel Ralph Morgan was born 
in Nucla on Dec. 22, 1931, to Frank 
L. and Mary E. (Ainsworth) Mor-
gan. He was raised on Second Park 
and talked most about the good and 
simple life they lived there and the 
adventures he and his best friend, 
Vernon Impson, had when they 
were teenagers. It’s amazing that 
those two were neither killed or 
jailed during those years …

Daniel met Jacqueline J. Mont-
gomery when her family moved to 
Naturita for her dad’s mining job 
and she started school in Nucla. 
Daniel said that the first time he 
saw Jackie walking across the 
street, he turned to Vernon and 
said, “I’m going to marry that girl.” 
And he did. They were married on 
June 1, 1952, in Nucla and lived on 
the Second Park ranch in the win-
ter, and were sheep herders on the 
Little Cone mountain place during 
the summer.  

Daniel was drafted into the 
Army in 1955 during the Korean 
conflict and was a communication 
center specialist stationed at Fort 
Benning, Georgia. Daniel was less 
than thrilled when he was drafted 
into the Army, but was very proud 
to be a veteran in his later years. 
Jackie and their two children, Val-
erie and Mark, eventually joined 
him at Fort Benning and lived in 
base housing until Daniel’s dis-
charge in 1957, when they moved 

back to Nucla. They lived in Nucla 
until 1961, when they moved and 
bought Daniel’s Aunt Grace Wag-
ner’s ranch south of Norwood.  

Daniel and Jackie raised their 
family, farmed the ranch and raised 
cattle until the late 1970s when 
Daniel also went to work for the 
Norwood Sawmill and then Wil-
liam’s Construction. They sold the 
ranch and moved to Redvale in 
1984. Daniel then farmed his Red-
vale farm and worked for his good 
friend, Mario Zadra, for the next 25 
years until he lost his sight to mac-
ular degeneration. He often said 
working for Mario was his ideal 
job — he could do what he loved 
to do (farm) and not have to worry 
about the money (or lack thereof) 
part of farming. 

Daniel’s lifelong loves were 
farming and ranching, visiting 
with friends and family, reading 
and attending the sheepdog trials 
in Meeker, Colorado every fall. 
He attended the trials for 34 years 
and was a dog sponsor for the last 
15 years. He especially enjoyed 
visiting with the dog handlers and 
sheep people that attended. 

After he lost his sight, Daniel 
continued to read, listening to the 
books sent by the Colorado Talking 
Book Library until his death on 
April 9, 2023. He was preceded 
in death by his parents; brother, 
Frank, and sister, Gracie; his wife 

of 61 years, Jackie; and five of his 
children, Valerie, Mark, Katrina, 
Morene and Joe. 

He is survived by his daughters, 
Twyla (Jay D.) Jensen and Danie 
Hewlett; and his son, Thomas; 16 
grandchildren; and 24 great-grand-
children. He will be missed. 

In lieu of flowers, contribu-
tions can be made in Daniel’s 
name to the Colorado Talking 
Book Library, which provides 
free books and publications at no 
charge to sight-impaired and blind 
Coloradoans.

OBITUARY

Trent Christopher 
Linville

Oct. 7, 1972 — March 23, 2023
Trent Christopher Linville was 

born Oct.7, 1972, in Grand Junction 
to Michael Linville and Clara Fe 
Story. He had four sisters, Tuesday, 
Phyllicia, Melodie and Debbie; and 
two brothers, Travis and Anthony. 
He married Maggie Nally in 1990, 
and they had five children, Nata-
sha (Punky), Christopher, Amanda, 
Christian and Jazzmin. He and 
Maggie divorced after 20 years of 
marriage. Trent was a heavy-equip-
ment operator for most of his life 
and took pride in his work;  how-
ever, after sustaining an injury, 
which caused him to become dis-
abled, he spent the remainder of his 
time being a wonderful, supportive 
father to his children and a loving 
grandfather to his granddaughter, 
Kaidynce Stewart, who was the 
light of his life. 

He enjoyed simple things like 
gardening, coin collecting, and 
watching classic movies. He 
was very active in Kaidynce’s 
life, and she often asked to spend 
every weekend with him. She has 
said many times that her grandpa 
was the man in her life because 
he helped raise her. Trent was a 
devoted father and grandfather, 
and though he did not have much 
to offer financially or physically, 
he understood and practiced lov-
ing his family unconditionally, and 
there was nothing that he wouldn’t 
do for them.

Trent was preceded in death by 
his sister, Phyllicia, and daughter, 
Jazzmin.

A memorial to celebrate the life 
of Trent Linville took place at the 
Nucla Fire Hall on April 8.

OBITUARY

Gordon Brock
Nov. 23, 1925 — Dec. 15, 2022

Gordon Raymond Brock passed 
away Dec. 15, 2022, at his home 
in Mesquite, Nevada. He was 97 
years old.  Gordon was born on 
Nov. 23, 1925, in Norwood.  He 
was the ninth child of 10 born to 
James and Edna Merle Brock. Gor-
don’s childhood was not idyllic. 
His mother died when he was nine, 
and his father abandoned the fam-
ily soon after. His life before that 
had been a series of moves from 
place to place and very little money 
to live on. Not much changed for 
Gordon during his years  growing 
up in the West End of Colorado. 
He even lived alone at 10 years old 
for a summer in Nucla. He had a 
milk cow for his use and a charge 
account at the Nucla Mercantile 
for bread that his older brother Bill 
had set up. Something extremely 
unusual was in his heart and soul, 
for despite his difficult circum-
stances, Gordon always worked 
very hard. He graduated Nucla 
High School in 1943 and then 
joined the U.S. Navy in the winter 
of 1944 and served two years in 
the Signal Gang onboard the USS 
Attu, a small supply aircraft carrier 
that went all over the South Pacific 
during WWII. Gordon got home to 
Nucla in May of 1946.

He married Julia Eva Cooper 
on June 15, 1947, at her parent’s 
home in Nucla. Gordon worked 

as a uranium driller until the cou-
ple moved to California in 1951, 
where he worked in the heat-treat-
ing industry in LA and then San 
Diego.  Their daughter Debra was 
born in 1951, and their son Earl 
was born in 1954. They spent the 
18 years they lived in California 
dune-buggying in the desert, and 
boating on the Colorado River at 
Yuma, AZ.

In 1973 they moved to Las 
Vegas, Nevada, and Gordon went 
to work for Ready Ice until he 
retired in 1986. They then traveled 
with friends in their fifth-wheel 
camper all over the U.S. and spent 
time with their children, grandsons 

and extended family.   
In 1994, they sold the Las Vegas 

house and moved back to their 
roots in Nucla. Gordon helped 
his brother-in-law on the Cooper 
Ranch, where they enjoyed pic-
nics, family reunions, card parties, 
dances, gardening and rodeos. 

In 1999 they decided to move 
back to the desert to be closer to 
their children and grandchildren. 
They bought a new house in Mes-
quite, Nevada. Gordon could not 
stay idle for long. Once he got his 
new yard set up, he went to work at 
the El Rancho Market in Mesquite, 
bagging ice part-time. This turned 
into an almost full-time job that 
lasted 12 years, stocking shelves 
and unloading trucks. His work 
ethic was still strong at age 86. He 
only quit working because the store 
closed.

Gordon is survived by his son, 
Earl Brock, of Mesquite, Nevada; 
three grandsons, Jake Torre 
(Vanessa) of San Marcos, CA, Joe 
Torre of Sitka, AK, and Pat Torre 
(Sarah) of Wheaton, IL. There 
are nine great-grandchildren and 
numerous nephews and nieces.  

He was preceded in death by his 
parents; his siblings; his wife of 
68 years, Judy; and his daughter, 
Debra. Graveside services will take 
place June 17, 2023, at 10 a.m. at 
the Nucla Cedar Ridge Cemetery. 

Daniel Ralph Morgan.

Gordon Brock.
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Serving our communities 
since 1913

970-865-2255

Located in Naturita  
at the corner of Highway 114 & 97
P.O. Box 160 Naturita, CO, 81422

To each Business that advertised in the  

2023  NNTC Telephone Directory.  

5th Avenue Grill 

AT’s Meatblock 

Basin Clinic 

Blondies  

Bruin Waste Management 

Co-Op Country Store 

Community Bible Fellowship 

Hoof & Paw Thrift Store 

With the internet these days, we know a lot of people no longer use 
the telephone directory to look up numbers, but we know several in 

our community that still rely on our book. We would like to say 

  THANK YOU                                                                                                           
to everyone that makes it possible for us to still publish the              

NNTC Directory.  We sincerely appreciate each of you!  

My Place 

Packrat Minnie Storage, LLC 

Redd’s Mercantile 

Rimrock Hotel 

San Miguel Power Association Inc. 

West End Family Link 

West End Spa , LLC 

 

Peewee wrestling

Above: Nucla’s Steele Arnold (2) pitches during 2A/1A San Juan Basin 
League varsity action last Friday afternoon, April 14, at Ignacio.  

Below: First baseman Paxtin Caruso lands upon the bag and retires 
Ignacio’s Rylan Maez. (Photos courtesy of Joel Priest, Southern Ute Drum)

Rob McCabe coaches peewee wrestling in Nucla for the little ones.  
(Photo by Sara Bachman) 

On the field
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205 E Main St. Naturita, Colorado
970-275-8310  ·  paradoxycle@gmail.com

Bicycle 
Outpost 
& Service  
Saloon

ELIZABETH FOLEY 
Broker Associate
Licensed Realtor in San Miguel County  
since 2001 
Contact 970.708.0079
Volunteer with Fair Board and Rodeo since 2000

Enjoy 4 sEasons inEnjoy 4 sEasons in

southwEst Colorado’ssouthwEst Colorado’s
outdoor jEwEl!outdoor jEwEl!

Nora Davis (Owner)
(970) 428-2236

217 West Main Street 
Naturita Colorado

E-Mail: 
rimrockerrealestate@gmail.com

Website: 
www.rimrockerrealestate.com

Debbie: 970-428-2364Debbie: 970-428-2364
Michele: 970-417-5103Michele: 970-417-5103

Office:  970-865-2525Office:  970-865-2525

We advertise on the 
following websites:   

Zillow, Realtor.com, Homes.com, 
Trulia, and Homes and Land

212 East Main Street
Naturita, Colorado 81422

We are always available to help you 
with your REAL ESTATE needs!

inated field is unfit for just about 
anything useful.

Awareness of the need to reduce 
light contamination began in 2015 
when some folks in Norwood 
began the process to make the town 
the first Dark Sky Community on 
the Western Slope, and second in 
the state in 2019. Ridgway and 
Nulca-Naturita followed in 2020 
and 2021, respectively. An umbrella 
organization, the Western Slope 
Dark Sky Coalition was formed in 
2021 to help raise funds and support 
groups who have Dark Sky designa-
tions, or are applying for them.

Currently, the coalition is sup-
porting a citizen’s group working to 
turn all of San Miguel County into a 

Dark Sky Reserve, something never 
done before. Other groups in Col-
orado are working on community 
and reserve designations. 

This June will be the fifth year 
of a Dark Sky Month proclama-
tion by the governor. The Colorado 
legislature has passed a bill provid-
ing financial support for the state’s 
organization, Dark Sky Colorado, 
and other bills are being considered. 
All representatives in the U.S. Con-
gress support Dark Sky efforts.

Highlighting the importance of 
reducing excessive light, Dark Sky 
Colorado has sent a letter to CDPHE 
asking that light pollution be added 
to the list of environmental threats. 
Right now, massive bird migrations 
are crossing Colorado; they navi-
gate by moonlight. Excessive light 

confuses them, sending them off 
course to certain death. That’s why 
we ask that outdoor lights be turned 
off if at all possible for at least the 
rest of April and first part of May. 

Reducing exterior light is easy, 
inexpensive and effective using 
smart lighting: 1) Light only when 
and where needed; 2) reduce glare, 
lower intensity; 3) use warm col-
ors, not harsh blue; 4) shade to light 
the area you want, not upwards or 
sideways. Use of timers and motion 
sensors reduces power use, saving 
money.

For more information, the public 
may visit westcoloradodarksky.org 

Dark Sky Week
Cont. from Pg. 1

Interested community mem-
bers are encouraged to attend. 
Questions for the PVS board of 
directors and leadership team 
must be submitted in advance, 
no later than April 17 and May 
8, respectively, for consideration. 
The PVS board and leadership 
team will not answer questions 
that are not submitted by these 
deadlines.

Gunn told the Forum last Fri-
day that families are feeling sad. 
She said they’re “obviously upset 
about the closure.” She said at the 
same time, the majority of them 
also understand the reasons. 

Gunn said she’s not sure what 

the future holds for her person-
ally. She said she moved to Para-
dox last summer to run the school 
and with the shut-down she’s not 
sure where she’ll be going for-
ward. Still, she has options and 
the freedom to relocate. But, she 
will be staying in the local area 
through the summer season to 
wrap up Paradox Valley School’s 
final business. She told the Forum 
she will stay until September.

West End Superintendent Clint 
Wytulka gave a statement to the 
Forum last Friday afternoon. 

“The Paradox Valley School 
board has recently made the 
decision to voluntarily close 
the charter, due to trending low 
enrollment numbers, and finan-

cial responsibility,” Wytulka said. 
“This was an incredibly difficult 
decision for them to make, and it 
did not come lightly or without 
tremendous effort and heartache. 
I can say that this has been a very 
difficult process for everyone 
involved, and the PVS board has 
been diligent in finding ways to 
keep the school open.”

Wytulka acknowledged the 
change might be difficult for 
those having to leave PVS. 

“We also understand that the 
families of the current students 
at PVS are being impacted by 
this decision, and we will work 
with those families to create a 
smooth transition moving into the 
upcoming school year.”

PVS shut down
Cont. from Pg. 1

and impress organizations such as 
The Colorado Grand,” Reed said. 
“At graduation, we will have the 
honor of announcing which grad-
uating senior was chosen for their 
$10,000 scholarship.”

Thompson said in addition to 
the new scholarship award that 
is now underway, The Colorado 
Grand previously invited non-
profits in the West End to apply 
for private grants. Then, the Rim-
rocker Historical Society was a 
recipient of a $10,0000 grant, 
which is helping with the move 
of the nonprofit’s museum from 
Naturita to Nucla. 

Thompson said the Rimrock-

ers “so appreciate the wonderful 
grant that came from The Colo-
rado Grand.”

“The whole community 
enjoyed meeting everyone, and 
the Rimrockers were honored to 
sponsor your coffee stop,” she 
said. 

The Colorado Grand was estab-
lished in 1989 by Bob Suther-
land, of the Front Range. The tour 
generates more than $500,000 in 
annual grants for small commu-
nities. The Colorado Grand holds 
its tour in September, during the 
peak season of the fall colors. The 
event is noncompetitive, includes 
approximately 85 cars, covers 
1,000 miles and is completed in 
about five days. 

Local scholarship
Cont. from Pg. 1
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ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS 
1 & 2 bedroom apartments, Family Living at an affordable price.

Nucla Family Housing
300 East 3rd Street, Nucla, Colorado

(970) 864-2262 

Landmark Management:  712-276-1735  •  TTY: 800-659-2656
This institution is an equal opportunity provider
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West End Montrose County Sheriff’s Office Blotter
4/7/2023

2051 Hours - Deputy was dispatched to 
the 600 block of Elm Street in Naturita 
for a 911.
2052 Hours - Deputy was dispatched 
to the 1100 block of Montana Street in 
Nucla for a disturbance.
2240 Hours - Deputy was dispatched to 
the 600 block of Elm Street in Naturita 
for a traffic complaint.
2318 Hours - Deputy was dispatched 
to the 200 block of East Main Street 
in Naturita for multiple noise com-
plaints. 
2356 Hours - Deputy was dispatched to 
the 400 block of Adams Street in Naturita 
for an alarm.
1 VIN inspection
1 directed patrol in Naturita

4/8/2023
1005 Hours - Deputy was dispatched to 
the 100 block of West Sixth Avenue in 
Nucla for trespassing.
1436 Hours - Deputy conducted a ride 
along in the 27700 block of DD Road 
near Nucla.
2224 Hours - Deputy was dispatched to 
the 200 block of West Fifth Avenue in 
Nucla for multiple noise complaints.
1 directed patrol in Nucla
2 directed patrols in Naturita

4/9/2023

0001 Hours - Deputy was dispatched 
to the 100 block of East Main Street in 
Naturita for a traffic hazard.
1637 Hours - Deputy was dispatched to 
the 31200 block of Highway 141 near 
Naturita for a medical assist.
1754 Hours - Deputy was dispatched to 
the 35600 block of Highway 145 near 
Norwood for an agency assist.

4/10/2023
1023 Hours - Deputy was dispatched to 
the 400 block of West Main Street in 
Naturita for a theft report.
1208 Hours - Deputy was dispatched to 
the 100 block of Highway 97 in Naturita 
for a harassment report.
1458 Hours - Deputy took an information 
report in the 29900 block of DD Road 
near Nucla.
1551 Hours - Deputy took a lost property 
report in the 800 block of Grape Street in 
Nucla. 
2137 Hours - Deputy was dispatched to 
the 400 block of Pool Avenue in Naturita 
for an information report.
1 VIN inspection
2 directed patrols in Nucla
1 directed patrol in Naturita

4/11/2023
0757 Hours - Deputy was dispatched 
to Main Street in Naturita for a traffic 
complaint. 

 

 

 

   Aggregate & 
Redi Mix Supplier 

    Call for a Quote or to Schedule a Delivery 
             SATURDAY DELIVERIES AVAILABLE 

          970.729.0997    970.327.4218 
    

 

 

Auto, Home, RAncH, Business, Life, Bonds

jessica@townandcountry-insurance.com

Phone: (970) 818-9316
Located in the Bachman Law BuiLding * naturita, co

0906 Hours - Deputy was dispatched to 
the 100 block of Porter Street in Naturita 
for an abandoned vehicle.
1048 Hours - Deputy was dispatched to 
the 7200 block of W5 Road near Bedrock 
for a trespassing report.
1110 Hours - Sarah Lewiecki, 27, was 
contacted on Highway 141 mm 59 near 
Naturita and issued a warning for speed-
ing. 
1121 Hours - Deputy took an information 
report the 100 block of East Main Street 
in Naturita.
1133 Hours - Jonathan Pfifer, 44, was 
contacted in the 100 block of East Main 
Street in Naturita and arrested on two 
outstanding warrants and for prohibited 
use of a weapon, possession of a weapon 
by a previous offender, possession of 
a financial transaction device, posses-
sion of identification documents, posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia, driving under 
the influence of drugs, driving under 
restraint, failed to provide insurance, and 
failed to provide registration.
1814 Hours - Deputy was dispatched to 
the 400 block of West Seventh Avenue in 
Nucla for a disturbance.
3 VIN inspections
1 school zone in Naturita
1 directed patrol in County
1 civil process attempted/served

208 West Main Street - Naturita, Colorado
(970) 865-2408   •   www.westendequipmentrentals.com

Your Service Station
• Offering Phillips 66 Proclean Fuel

24-7 with Credit Card

• Convenience Store

• Brand  name Tires & Service

• Lube-Oil Service

• Computer Diagnostics

• Light Mechanical

James Keeton
1685 Grand Ave, Norwood, CO • 970-327-4447

Sam’s Service
Phillips 66

Construction
Bryan Littlejohn

Bus: (970) 327-4096 Cell: 428-4096
P.O. Box 422, Naturita, CO 81422

Southwestern

Show Them 
You Care

We are needing ad sponsors for 
the students that are graduating 

from Nucla and Norwood
You can call us at: 

San Miguel Basin Forum  970-864-7425

“Your One Stop “Your One Stop 
Shop For All Your Shop For All Your 

Communication Needs”Communication Needs”

864-7335

LegaL PubLication
NOTICE OF PROPOSED DECISION

The Colorado Division of Reclamation, Mining and Safety proposes to approve Technical Revision Application No. 106 (TR-106) for the New Horizon 
Mine (Permit No. C-1981-008), submitted by Elk Ridge Mining and Reclamation, LLC.  TR-106 proposes to reduce the permit boundary to remove 
Phase III released areas.

The New Horizon Mine is a/an surface coal mine located in Montrose County, approximately 1.7 miles NW of Nucla, Colorado.  Coal interest is private, 
and the surface affected is private land.  The permit area encompasses approximately 345.85 acres.

This proposed decision is based on a finding of whether the proposed operation will comply with all requirements of the Colorado Surface Coal Mining 
Reclamation Act, Section 3433101, et seq., C.R.S., and the regulations promulgated thereunder.

The revision application, as well as all other permit documents, can be viewed at https://dnrweblink.state.co.us/drms/search.aspx by searching C1981008 
in the “Permit No” field. A user guide is available to help first time users of the imaged document system and can be viewed at https://drive.google.com/
file/d/1l8OUdf_Mpjo3kxIHkP5hMH-w7MeBtxX7/view.

Persons with an interest that may be adversely affected by the proposed decision may request a formal hearing before the Mined Land Reclamation 
Board on the proposed decision.  Such request must be made within ten (10) days of the date following initial publication of this notice, must be in writ-
ing, and must state with reasonable specificity the reasons for the request and the objections to the proposed decision.

Colorado Division of Reclamation, Mining and Safety
1313 Sherman St, Rm 215
Denver CO 80203
303-866-3567

Published in the San Miguel Basin Forum April 19, 2023

PubLic notice
2023 REAL PROPERTY NOTICE OF VALUATION

For tax year 2023, county assessors throughout Colorado are required by law to reappraise all real property to reflect a June 30, 2022 level of value.

By May 1, 2023, the Montrose County Assessor will mail Notices of Valuation to all real property owners in the county.  Properties are classified and 
valued according to the use and status of property characteristics that existed as of January 1, 2023.  Residential property values are derived strictly 
from the market approach to valuation.  Property owners are encouraged to carefully review their 2023 Notice of Valuation, keeping in mind that the 
2023 actual values reflect the difference between the June 30, 2020 and the June 30, 2022 levels of value, not current market values. Values were based 
on sales of comparable properties within your property’s local real estate market.  

From May 1 through June 8, owners of real property may appeal the value or classification established by the assessor.  Appeals may be filed by mail, 
email, fax, or in person between the hours of 8:30 AM and 4:30 PM, Monday through Thursday. The Montrose County Assessor’s Office is located in 
the Montrose County Courthouse at 320 S. 1st St., Room 9 (Courthouse - lower level), Montrose, CO.

Appeals must be postmarked, emailed, faxed, or delivered in person by June 8, 2023.  No phone appeals will be accepted.

To better serve you, we are requesting appointments be made. To schedule an appointment, please call 970-249-3753. Appeals can also be mailed to 
PO Box 1186, Montrose, CO 81402, emailed to  HYPERLINK “mailto:assessor@montrosecounty.net” assessor@montrosecounty.net or faxed to 970-
252-4559. To view property/assessment information online, please visit  HYPERLINK “http://www.montrosecounty.net/assessor” http://www.montro-
secounty.net/assessor.

Brad Hughes
Montrose County Assessor

Published in the San Miguel Basin Forum April 19, 2023
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Class i f i ed  Ads
Classified ad PoliCy & Rates:  Rates for each issue: $12.95 
for 25 words and 20¢ for each additional word, Box Frame: $5.00, 
Tear Sheet: $1.00, Bold Heading and Text: $5.00

BOOK KEEPER HELP WANTED

Sam’s Service in Norwood is looking for a part-time book keeper. 
Previous experience in book keeping and QuickBooks is a plus. 
Flexible hours, please apply at station, 1685 Grand Ave, Norwood, or 
contact James or Laura  at: 970-327-4447

45-2T-C

NORWOOD WATER COMMISSION MEMBERS 
WANTED

San Miguel Water Conservancy District, responsible for appointing 
3 members to Norwood Water Commission, seeks letters of interest. 
Priority given to those who live outside of the Town of Norwood and 
own a water tap, but anyone living in NWC district is encouraged to 
apply. See https://www.norwoodtown.com or email: smwcd@yahoo.
com for instructions.

45-3T-C

VETERAN MEMORIAL SERVICE INFO

Memorial Services for Veterans - Contact Tom Loczy and VFW at: 
(970) 428-2268

TFN

B&W COPIES, 
COLOR COPIES, 

AND SCANS 

Letter
(8.5 x 11) 

Legal
(8.5 x 14) 

Tabloid
(11 x 17)

Forum 
Newspaper 

Building
807 Main Street, 
Nucla, Colorado

Tel: 
(970) 864-7425

Solution to Last Week‘s Sudoku
Solution to Last Week’s Crossword

STATEPOINT CROSSWORD
THEME: FILL-IN-THE-BLANK
ACROSS
1. Centrally localized
6. Tube in old TV

9. Precedes drab
13. Giraffe’s cousin
14. Big Island flower necklace
15. Icelandic currency
16. Grating sounds

17. Software program, for short
18. Tool with toothed wheel
19. *Mellow ____ or ____ rib-
bon
21. Butter____ or ____ tape
23. a.k.a. Common Market
24. Printer cartridge color
25. Toothy fish
28. *Battle ____ or ____ tissue
30. *Ninja ____ or ____ dove
35. Oil group
37. *Drug ____ or ____ friendly
39. Old TV episode
40. Nobel Peace Prize capital
41. *Amazon ____ or ____ val-
ley
43. Ages and ages
44. Earth shaking
46. Hokkaido language
47. *Odd ____ or ____ soup
48. Stay clear of
50. Vegetative state
52. Olden day “your”
53. Olden day “you”
55. Sib
57. Park bench friend?
60. *Rose ____ or ____ variety
63. LDS missionary
64. Cacophony
66. Goodbye, to amiga
68. Gaelic-speaking Celts
69. Mozart’s “L’____ del Cairo”
70. Courage to go on

Fun
Corner

71. Fitness centers
72. Drenched
73. Not a trick

DOWN
1. On behalf of
2. “Fine by me”
3. *Basket ____ or 
____ study
4. *Adam’s ____ or 
____ pie
5. Finely-spun cotton 
threads
6. Eagle’s foot
7. Workout unit
8. Slightly drunk
9. “Doggone it!”
10. College drilling 
org.
11. 1/36th of a yard
12. “____, humbug!”
15. #15 Down, pl.
20. Come to pass
22. Feline
24. Fissure
25. *Silly ____ or 
____ down
26. Church part, pl.
27. Antiquity of the 
past
29. *Southwest ____ 
or ____ Minor
31. Lou of The Velvet 
Underground
32. Rainbow swimmer
33. *Free ____ or 
____ hour
34. Glorify
36. Weighted weapon
38. Nevada Wolf 
Pack’s home
42. Cuban dance
45. 1.094 of a yard, pl.
49. *Doctor ____ or 
____ knows?

51. Description of 
a fool
54. Give qualities 
or money
56. More eccentric
57. Theatrical per-
formance
58. Previously 
mentioned, acr.
59. Hair styling 
products

60. Annoying biter
61. Irish name of 
Ireland
62. Very bright star
63. *Easter ____ or 
____ salad
65. *Dry ____ or ____ 
cream
67. Part of tennis 
match

Bruin Waste
Management 

Next Day Pick-up
 Senior, Residential & 

Commercial Monthly Rates

31186 Hwy 145, Naturita

864-7531

Christopher Tooker 
Master Electrician 

 Electrical Contractor 
Phone: 970�864�2321  

tookeroffice@gmail.com  
www.tookerelectric.com 

New Construction 
Residential 
Commercial 
Service 

Delta SaleS YarD Market report

april 13, 2023
300-400# STEERS 2.25-2.60 300-400# HEIFERS 2.20-2.40
400-500# STEERS 2.00-2.50 400-500# HEIFERS 2.10-2.35
500-600# STEERS 2.00-2.35 500-600# HEIFERS 2.00-2.15
600-700# STEERS 1.85-2.15 600-700# HEIFERS 1.85-1.93
700-800# STEERS 1.75-1.96 700-800# HEIFERS 1.65-1.75
800-900# STEERS 1.70-1.90 800-900# HEIFERS 1.55-1.68
Top bulls No top bulls Medium bulls 1.10-1.14
Young Cows 1.00-1.25 Top cows .92-1.00
Medium cows .88-.92 Low-yielding cows .84 down

NEXT WEEK:  Thursday April 20th.      12 grass calves,  12 mixed grass 
calves,28 Weigh cows, semi load of weigh cows, semi load of pairs, ( 23 -3yr 
old , rest are running age.)15 older pairs, 10 BBFcows/calves,4 blk pairs  with 
older calve .  Along with our usual dock run of 200-300.
Next Special Sheep & Goat Sale  -  Thursday April 27th – 30 weiners, and 10 
fat hogs.

NEXT SPECIAL HORSE SALE – Saturday June 3rd

140 E. Main Street
PO Box 158

Naturita, CO 81422 We are looking forward 
to Serving you.

Great Tires - Great Deals
29492 Hwy 97, Nucla, CO

(970) 864-2287

We Meet Your Tire Needs
We Appreciate & Thank You for Your Business
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