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BUSINESS

Ruth’s Toffee
celebrates
31 years

By REGAN TUTTLE, Editor

uth Phippeny was in high
school when her sister
brought home some tof-

fee recipes. Back then, she wasn’t
familiar with the candy, but agreed
to help make some.

“I decided it was pretty good,”
she said in an interview over
the holidays.

She began making more of it.
After her marriage to Dale Phip-
peny, she started giving away tof-
fee as Christmas gifts to people
she knew. People told her it was so
good that she should sell it.

After some time of making
good toffee, she made a resolu-
tion to herself: She’d either begin
to sell her product, or she’d give
it up altogether. Once she decided
to give the business a go, she said
it took about one year to find the
boxes and other things she needed,
including a list of addresses.

She actually got the Cedaredge
High School class reunion list,
since she graduated there, and
marketed her toffee to old friends.
Additionally, her mother took
boxes of candy around, going door-
to-door, in the beginning, too.

When her business, Ruth’s Tof-
fee, first started in Paradox 31
years ago, her husband had fixed
up a bunkhouse for her on their
family’s farm. It wasn’t until 2008
that they bought the Main Street
shop in Nucla for candy making.

A lot has changed since then,
especially the size of her business.
She began with a list of 50 names
in 1991. Now she has more than
25,000 people in her customer list.
Every year, the business grows.
Most everyone who purchases
Ruth’s Toffee is someone who’s
tasted her work, or been sent a box
as a gift.

She said Ruth’s Toffee is mostly
a seasonal business. Yes, she
makes and sells toffee year-round,
but the holidays are when she does
her biggest numbers.

“Right now, this time of year, |
could use 14 people,” she said.

Though, that would be in differ-
ent shifts and at different times.

Summers, too, though, are a bit
busier for her, since she travels to
the farmers markets in Aspen and
Vail. Those summer markets start
in June, and then she said she
needs a bit more help managing
the business.

These days people can buy her
items online too, at ruthstoffee.
com. In fact, she said it’s less than
10 percent of her clientele that
walk in the actual business to pur-
chase. Most of them order online
now. And, they can also get choc-
olate turtles, as well as fudge, in
addition to toffee.

Phippeny didn’t know she’d end

Cont. on Pg. 5
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New school awarded
another $750k

e,

(Photo by Regan Tuttle)

By REGAN TUTTLE, Editor

he new school in Nucla

remained under con-

struction throughout

the districts winter

break. The build-
ing, which will house a preschool
through 12th grade, plus an infant
and toddler room, replaces the 1947
building that’s still in use. School
officials found out Dec. 23 the proj-
ect received another $750,000 in
grant funding.

School  superintendent Clint
Wytulka said there are issues
beyond repair inside the 75 year
old building. Some of the plumb-
ing is so calcified the faucets can’t
run. Passing the electrical and fire
codes is an ongoing battle each
year. And, the boilers present prob-

The new school in Nucla receives another $750,000 from the state’s Department of Local Affairs.

lems continuously. Wytulka said
lead testing in schools is also get-
ting serious across the nation.

He said the hard part is that
the structure itself looks to be in
decent shape. He understands that
building a new school is difficult
for some people. The old building
that sits at the top of town is sort
of a trademark for the community,
especially for alumni who com-
peted in athletics in the gym.

“I get it,” Wytulka said during
the holidays. “It’s bittersweet.”

Still, he hasn’t had many con-
versations with people being upset
about the new school, a $35 mil-
lion project for which West End
Public Schools only had to come
up with $2.5 million.

in BEST Grant history, as far as
what our match is,” he said.

Now, another $750,000 is roll-
ing in from the state’s Department
of Local Affairs, and that’s great
news for school officials who’ve
been concerned about escala-
tion costs, since the project was
planned. Wytulka has said he is
not interested in going back to the
taxpayers for more money. The
new grant helps finish the infant
and toddler rooms.

Phase 1, under construction now,
is the new building itself. Phase 2
will include the demolition of the
old school and making the new
parking lots.

Wytulka said he’s grateful for
Artaic Group, FCI and also Hord

HIGH SCHOOL
BASKETBALL

First home
game this
Friday

By REGAN TUTTLE, Editor

he Mustangs, a combined

I team of Nucla and Norwood

players, did well before the

winter break. Kelly Arnold, head

coach for both the boys and girls

teams, told the San Miguel Basin

Forum on Monday the girls were

4-4 at the end of December, and the
boys were 2-3.

“We did well,” he said. “Actu-
ally, not bad.”

He added both teams lost some
really close games that could have
gone in their favor.

Now, basketball is back under-
way, with action heating up this
week. On Friday night, the boys
and girls both play De Beque for
the season’s first home game. On
Saturday, the boys travel to Ouray
to face the Trojans.

Arnold said he’s hoping for a
couple of wins this weekend. He
said it’s not exactly easy for the
kids, coming back from a break.

“We go for a month, have Thanks-
giving and Christmas break,” he
said. “We get rolling along, and
then have to get back on track
really quickly.”

Finding their groove on the court
can be challenging after time off,
but practices resumed in Nucla on
Monday night. Arnold said they
will be ready for the home game.

He said the games typically draw
a good crowd of spectators in the
Nucla gym, between the parents and
the community members that come
out and support high school sports.

As always, concessions will
be happening, so folks can get
food on site while they support
the Mustangs.

“It’s usually a class or a group,
like National Honor Society or

Cont. on Pg. 4

“I really do believe we were Coplan Macht (HCM).
awarded the highest BEST Grant Cont. on Pg. 3
NUCLA

Meet the mayor, Kirk Yerke

Nucla mayor, Kirk Yerke. (Photo by Jeff Stephens)

By REGAN TUTTLE, Editor

lected in April of this year
Eto serve as Nucla’s mayor,

many people in town prob-
ably know Kirk Yerke. Originally
from Louisiana, he came to the local
area in 2017, first to Paradox. He
then came to Nucla in April of 2019.

Yerke is a mechanic and works
part-time for Hi-Country Motor
Sports, of Norwood. Previously
he’s worked in the telecommuni-
cations industry, too. He’s always
worked with his hands, along with
some tools, in some fashion.

He’s a veteran of the U.S.
Navy and served from 1989-1997,
including in Desert Storm. Now,
he serves Nucla-Naturita EMS. He

is an EMT-I but will take the next
EMT course in Norwood too. He
said he’s not a medic, but a driver.

He was awarded “Driver of
the Year” by Nucla-Naturita
EMS recently.

He said between volunteering
for EMS and also attending the
Nucla First Baptist Church, he fig-
ures that’s how he got elected as
mayor. He ran against Mark Jones
last spring, whom he said he actu-
ally really likes.

His mayorship lasts for four years.
Before being elected to office, Yerke
had never served on a board before,
but he said it’s going well. More and
more, he’s getting comfortable run-
ning Nucla’s town meetings. So far

Cont. on Pg. 5



2 - San Miguel Basin Forum - Wednesday, January 4, 2023

West End Voices

ear members of the Nucla and Naturita community,
This is my first edition as owner and editor of The San
Miguel Basin Forum. Some of you already know me.
Others do not.
I’d like to introduce myself. I’ve been the editor of
The Norwood Post, in Norwood, for almost a decade. In that time, I’ve
made many acquaintances and friendships in the West End. I owned a
house in Nucla for a few years too.

I’m originally from Oklahoma. I’ve also been teaching English on and
off for 21 years.

As the new owner of this newspaper, I am excited to continue Roger
Culver’s legacy. I plan to keep writing about what’s happening in these parts
and to produce news stories about the new school construction, high school
sports, nonprofit work, the town board meetings, new businesses, and more.

Story ideas are always welcome, and I encourage you to reach out to
me. Letters to the editor, public thank-you notes and obituaries are also
welcome, too.

Thank you for continuing to support your local newspaper over the
years. My goal is to keep producing community news and to let the public
know, locally and elsewhere, what’s happening in the West End.

— Regan Tuttle, Editor

Regan Tuttle, left, takes on the San Miguel Basin Forum from longtime

owner and editor Roger Culver. Here, they sign documents in Naturita.
(Photo by Sara Bachman)

SGame/Fishing Licenses
Qutdoor Gear ‘_\-‘ﬁ‘ ' / 8 Topo. Map of Area
Souvenirs O Local Artisan
F.F.L. / Gifts

Tabeguache Trading Co.

970.864.7755 Nucla, CO

Est. 2017

Clean Restrooms

470 Main Street, Nucla

www.tabeguachetradingco.com

Need a Ride?}

All Points Transit can help!

Now Providing Medicaid Rides!

Local & regional service to Montrose & Grand Junction

Call 970-249-0128 to Schedule
www.allpointstransit.org
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History: Rimrocker Historical Society
The Colorado Cooperative
Camp at Naturita, 1895
Y By JANE THOMPSON for the Rimrocker Historical Society )
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This photo shows the sleigh in Redvale used in winter for work and play. (lmage courtesy of the Rimrocker Historical Society)

Cooperative Company had
settled into their first camp at
Naturita. Before they could set up
camp at Cottonwood Creek and
begin any work on the building
of the ditch, they would need to
get crops planted and get their few
families settled in before winter.
There are a few interesting arti-
cles I thought I would share from
The Altrurian, the Colorado Coop-
erative Company newspaper. Their
spirit of a cooperative community
was strong in all of their decisions
and conversations. They had leased
property from Rockwood Blake,
who was an old-time settler of
Naturita. They would remain on
this property until they could begin
the process of planting gardens and
building homes at Cottonwood,
which would later become Pinon.
Part of their agreement to live on

In March of 1895, the Colorado

the Blake property was that they
would build a ditch from Naturita
Creek to the land in order to water
crops. This agreement would work
well for everyone. Here, we find
that the Nucla pioneers could not
have made it without the help of
their Naturita neighbors.

B. L. Smith writes in the March
1895 issue of The Altrurian, “Our
colony has been organized one
year, starting with a company of
12 persons, we have increased our
membership to 41. There has been
paid, in cash, $360.10; in stock,
consisting of horses, cows, wag-
ons, tools, etc., $670.70. We have
as fine a location as there is in the
state, and have secured the lease of
70 acres of land for three years, the
lease of 30 acres for one year, upon
which there is 20 acres of alfalfa
hay, a large dwelling house, the
Naturita PO. and the terminus of

three stage lines, each one making
three trips per week.

“Up to March Ist, there has
been expended 203 days labor in
hauling lumber, building cabins,
stables, and temporary ditch work.
With 80 acres of land in crops this
spring, and 20 acres of hay land
from which we can cut three crops
during the season and all within
two miles of the colony land, who
says we will not make a success.

“The weather has settled down
to something fine, and the snow is
entirely gone on ground exposed to
the sun, and the mud is deep, sticky
and predominates both indoors
and out.

“Work is being pushed on the
rock work on the Blake ditch; but as
it lays on the south side of the river
a large portion of the ground is yet
frozen. The ditch will be finished

Cont. on Pg. 4

WEST END VOICES

Hoof & Paw

By TONYA STEPHENS and SUSAN KELLEY

oof & Paw is a com-
munity  driven, vol-
unteer animal rescue

and support organization serv-
ing the West End of Montrose
County. Founded in 2009, the
nonprofit serves as a refuge for
homeless animals and offers low-
cost spay and neuter clinics, hosts
vaccination clinics, and does
some trap-neuter-release (TNR)
for feral cats.

In 2022, Hoof & Paw adopted
out approximately 150 animals,
some who stayed with us for up
to eight months while they waited
for their perfect home. The non-
profit also spayed or neutered
about 240 animals, and more than
200 owners took advantage of the
vaccination clinics held. Not only
that, Hoof & Paw has been a part
of many incidents to reunite peo-
ple and their lost pets.

Hoof & Paw operates a thrift
store on Main Street in Naturita to
partially fund its community ser-
vices, as well as to receive support
from the West End community and
other area supporters.

Currently, there are a few ani-
mals needing a home.

Dogs: Snoop and Yuka

Snoop is a free spirit. At 1.5
years old, this dog has lots of
energy, is a quick learner, is won-
derfully goofy and an awful lot of
fun to be around. He gets along
remarkably well with other dogs
and cats, and he comes when
called. He has his basic manners.
He is also disarmingly sweet and
handsome, a very winning com-
bination. He would make an awe-
some hiking or running buddy, or
he would also be an excellent part-
ner for agility or nose-work.

Yuka is a very joyful creature.
She is bright-eyed, engaged, very
smart, wiggly and a lot fun to hang
out with. Part Catahoula and part
Heeler (as best we can tell), she
is young, only 8 months old as
of December, but she is house-
trained and comes when she is
called. She loves working on her
manners. She is very playful with
other dogs and seems uninterested
in cats. She is a delightful critter

and will make someone an amaz-
ing companion. She is very ath-
letic and quick, and she also has
the most marvelous ears.

Kittens: Guy and Simon

A little flirty and a little shy,
Guy is a darling kitten. He came
to Hoof & Paw with a couple of
siblings. They were only about 6
weeks old but feral, so it took a
lot of love for Guy and his crew to
come around to the notion of life
with humans. Guy is now accus-
tomed to people, but it does take
a little bit of time to warm up. It
is worth it though, his purr is pre-
cious. Guy is 4 months old.

Simon is the little nugget that
can make a dog person consider
switching sides! Full of personal-
ity, he will be on your lap or hang-
ing by your shoulder when you sit
down. He and his brother, Guy,
are very playful with one another.
Simon is 4 months old.

Anyone interested in adopt-
ing should contact Hoof & Paw
directly. All are encouraged to
“like” the nonprofit on Facebook.
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School construction

Cont. from Pg. 1

“They are the team and have
been amazing,” he said.

In fact, instead of importing
gravel that was required, the con-
tractors crushed rock on site and
saved $80,000.

Wytulka said West End Public
Schools is anticipating completion
of the project in the fall of 2023,
specifically November. Still, he
said the students won’t move in
until January of 2024, the second
semester of next year.

In the new school, safety
and security are the priorities.
Wytulka said access and protect-

ing kids is of utmost importance,
and a state-of-the-art security
plan will be executed.

Nucla’s new school is modeled
after Elbert’s in eastern Colorado,
built in 2012. Borrowing the
Elbert plans also saved money on
design fees.

Wytulka said there’s a beautiful
cafeteria for the kids, options for
a stage to open to the elementary
portion and another school area
too. Theater and music have oppor-
tunity to thrive in the new building.

There’s also a gym and a wres-
tling room. The new gym will host
the future graduation ceremonies.

Whytulka said all of the trophies and
the 100 years of class photos will be
getting displayed in the new school.

Fiber cable runs right to the
building for high-speed inter-
net, something important for 21st
century learning, and new pipes
replace the old infrastructure.

Wytulka said he feels “thankful
and privileged” for the funding
that is making the West End’s new
school possible. He admitted there
is some stress with being a part of
such a huge project.

“But I believe that in a year from
now we will have what we set out
to build,” he said.

LETTERS

Thank you for all the support

Dear Editor,

Kevin Starks, a Nucla alum
(1985), moved from the area to
attend school in Grand Junction
and then moved back in 1988 with
his wife Christina. They raised their
girls Tiffany (Starks) Sealey and
Kelsey (Starks) Heath in Nucla.

Kevin served for 25 years on the
local Nucla-Naturita Volunteer Fire
Department. He also helped coach
both his girls in softball and basket-
ball, both middle school and high
school. He and his wife lived in the
area for over 25 years before moving
to New Mexico. They have three
granddaughters: Madelynn Tom-
linson, Audrey Heath and Alayah
Heath. His parents Dick and Diane
Starks, and Phyllis Knickerbocker,
still remain in the area, along with
his uncle and cousins.

Kevin went in for a routine physi-
cal in June 2022, and was diagnosed
with invasive bladder cancer.

His urologist recommended him
to the Mayo Clinic in Phoenix, AZ,
and he started chemotherapy. On
Dec. 12, Kevin went in for surgery
to remove his bladder, prostate and
surrounding lymph nodes and to
make him a neo-bladder.

On Dec. 16 the pathology report
said hed progressed to Stage 4
bladder cancer, but he is in remission

Kevin Starks immediate family. (Courtesy photo)

for that. Now; he has prostate cancer
and cancer in the lymph node.

On Dec. 19, they found a blood
clot,and he had more complications.

Kevin was to remain in the
hospital through the end of
December. The good news is the
neo-bladder is working like it is
supposed to!

Next is meeting with the oncol-
ogy team in Phoenix and getting
the next treatments started.

The family wants to send a very
special thank-you to the Nucla-
Naturita Fire Department and
Ambulance, EMS for all of their
support. Brotherhood runs deep!

They also want to send a thank-
you to Lewis-Arriola Fire Depart-
ment for their 9/11 climb donation.

They send another very special
thank-you to Tammy Gillaspy and
Doylene Garvey, of Nucla, for the
Facebook online auction that was
held when this was first diagnosed
— and the spaghetti dinner that was
also held. They also want to thank
each and everyone that donated
items for that, and for everyone who
bid on those items.

All monies raised during those
auctions in September helped pay
for the co-pays and huge deduct-
ibles that they acquired through
this. Their insurance only covers 80

percent, even after the deductible
was met. And now, going into a new
year, they will have to meet all those
deductibles again.

Due to the two different cancer
diagnoses and the complications
he is now having, the family is ask-
ing for prayers. They could also use
donations to help with the bills of
everyday life.

Kevin and Christina are not
working right now with being in
Phoenix and are not able to pay. The
family has set up a givesendgo page,
givesendgo.com/G3PDN-, if anyone
wishes to donate to that. Daughters
Tiffany and Kelsey put updates reg-
ularly on that page as well.

Kevin and Christina will be in
Phoenix for another six to eight
weeks, if not longer, depending on
how he heals and the oncologist
appointments and scans.

If anyone would prefer to send
donations to their house, they may
send them to Kevin or Christina
Starks, 559 Road 4990, Bloomfield,
NM 87413. Kelsey lives in Bloom-
field and checks their mail daily and
can deposit the funds for them.

The immediate family of
Kevin Starks
NEW MEXICO
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Mustang Wrestling

2022-23

TIME PLACE DATE DAY
TBD @ Pagosa (Dual) 1/6 Fri.
9:00 @ Pagosa 1/7 Sat.
9:00 @ Norwood 1/14 Fri.
4:30 Quad @ Dove Creek 1/17 Fri.
9:00 @ Pagosa/Hotchkiss 1/21 Fri.
9:00 @ Ignacio 1/28 Fri.
4:30 @ Dolores (SJBLs) 2/2 Fri.
” ” 2/4 Fri.
TBD Regionals 2/10-11 Fri./Sat./Sat.
TBD State 2/16-17 Fri.
—
WILLIAMS |
CONSTRUCTION

Aggregate &
Redi Mix Supplier |

Call for a Quote or to Schedule a Delivery

SATURDAY DELIVERIES AVAILABLE

970.729.0997 970.327.4218

EXCAVATING CONTRACTOR I

—

Q70-428-4294

ya-ya/z-ﬂt R7A%

Licensed & Insured

Happy New Year!

Make a resolution to be
healthy and stay healthy

in the new year.

Our goal is to keep you well in 2023
through regular checkups

Call now to schedule your appointment

970-865-2665

Monday through Friday 8 am to 5 pm

Robert Tapley, FNP - Carol Scott, PA-c
April Randle, MD - Medical Director
(EEQIC patients — please call to schedule with our MD)

Basin Clinic

421 Adams Street * Naturita

865-2665

For help with medical situations after hours,

call 865-2665 and follow prompts.
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Local history
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to Naturita creek in ample time
for the first irrigation, from which
stream the water will be taken for
the first part of the season.

“Travel is still on sleighs from
Placerville to Shenandoah, eight
miles above here; from there down
the mud is something to disturb the
best of natures.

“The roads from Placerville to
Norwood will be impassable for
teams, with any kind of loads, during
the last half of March and first half
of April. The road from Montrose
over the plateau will be impassable
until June 1st and not then unless
some work is done upon it.

“A crowd came down from Nor-
wood, and danced the night away to
good music at the residence of Mr.
Blake. Cards and tables were fur-
nished for those who did not care to
dance. When ‘Jimmy the fid,” other-

wise known as Prof. Willy, with his
violin, S. H. Mathews with his cello
and B. L. Smith with his guitar get
together they make music that any
party of dancers may congratulate
themselves on securing.”

It was a small group that started
out there in Naturita with the dream
of building a new town of the Tabe-
guache Park. They had planned for
this time of preparing themselves
before they started the work on the
ditch. Some people were unhappy
that Smith didn’t start on the ditch
immediately, but he knew it was
important to get those crops ready
and established before they tried
moving colonists up closer to the
ditch digging. It would be 1897
before they were established near
the work area.

Next week, more on the Colo-
rado Cooperative Company’s early
days at Naturita.

OF DEDICATION

PAUL KOSKI IS NOW RETIRING
FROM THE MWR BOARD

CELEBRATE!

MONDAY. join us as we celebrate | (WPEN HOUSE
JANLARY 9TH Paul's dedication & Refreshments
Hopkins Field Lobby commitment to one of our will be served.
from 6PM to 7:30PM  |[communities longest serving|  Have questions...
organizations, MWR. 970.361.5733

RECIPE

Beef parmesan

Beef parmesan. (Photo by Mia Enstrom)

By MIA ENSTROM with
ROCKIN’ BAR E GENETICS

eef parmesan is a rustic
Bapproach to an Italian clas-
sic that tastes so good it will
have you channeling your inner

Sophia from The Golden Girls.
Picture it: Sicily, 1922. All joking
aside, this recipe is simple, quick
and scrumptious. Using ground
beef instead of chicken brings a
hearty approach to this timeless
recipe to blend with all the classic

flavors from the cheese and mari-
nara. Serve over pasta to soak up
all the morsels of goodness on your
plate. This meal is a favorite in my
household, and kids love it! What
are you waiting for? Gather around
your table and devour this recipe!

Beef parmesan

Makes 4 servings; Cook time 40 minutes

Ingredients

+ 11Ib.ground beef

« 1tsp. dried parsley

« 1tsp.garlic salt

« 1tsp.garlic powder

« 1/3 c. Italian breadcrumbs

1/3 c. grated parmesan

« Tlarge egg + 1 tsp. milk beaten together
« 1/3 c.olive oil

« 11/2 c. marinara sauce

« 1 c finely shredded Italian cheese blend

Instructions

Heat oven to 375. In a bowl combine ground
beef, dried parsley, garlic salt and garlic powder
and form 4 individual patties. Add the eggs and

milk to a bowl together and whisk until blended.

In another bowl, combine the breadcrumbs and
parmesan. Dip each patty into the egg wash first,
following in the breadcrumb mixture, pressing
down and coating evenly on both sides. In a large
skillet heat olive oil to medium heat. Once skillet
is ready, add your breaded patties and cook until
golden brown, about 2 minutes per side. Add
marinara to the bottom of a baking dish and
nestle each burger patty into the sauce. Top each
patty evenly with the shredded cheese and bake
for 20 minutes. Serve patties and sauce over your
preferred style of cooked pasta. Garnish with
parsley, parmesan or my favorite for a kick, red
pepper flakes.

Freezer needing some beef? The Enstrom Ranch

in Nucla is now offering grass-fed pasture-to-plate
beef. Ground beef is available now; and whole, half
or quarter beef is available to order. Give us a call
to purchase at 970-417-5145 or 970-209-4701.

3G Sunset is here. Are you ready?

| Cell Phone

You may check with us to see if your
phone will transition or if a new phone
or a SIM card update is needed. We don’t

want you left behind with a phone that
doesn’t work!

Call us for more information at 970.864.7335.

Service

Basketball

Cont. from Pg. 1

the FFA,” he said. “We’ll have
drinks, quesadillas, chili dogs
and Frito pie.”

Arnold has been coaching for
about 20 years. For the boys, he’s
assisted by Mike Rummel, also a
veteran coach, and of Norwood.
Nine guys are out for the team this
year, with no seniors on board.
Arnold has said they’re a young
team, but that the boys have some
skills and some understanding of
the game.

For the girls, Debbie Wytullka
— of Nucla, and also who is an
experienced coach — is assisting.
With 15 girls on board this year,
the seniors are Morgan Weimer,
Sabra Grierson, Jazel Demus, Lisa
Sutherland, Nichelle Rogers, Can-
dis Staats, Saphire Connelly and
Kiely Rutter.

For those that would like to
view the basketball schedule, that
is available online at the West End
Public Schools website. It’s also
online at maxpreps.com.



San Miguel Basin Forum - Wednesday, January 4, 2023 - 5

Nucla’s mayor

Cont. from Pg. 1

he’s not had any negative interac-
tions, though a time or two someone
has come to his home to complain
about a town issue.

“I’ve not really had anything
where I can look back and say that
I dislike doing what I am doing,”
he said.

Serving with him on the Nucla
Town Board are Tim Pierce,
Paula Brown, Pam Curtiss,
David Johnson, Ailene Smith
and Penny Philbrick.

One thing Yerke said he’s excited
about for the town is the Main
Street upgrades. He said it will be
a $3-$4 million project to replace
the service lines and to hopefully

replace sidewalks up and down the
main road.

He said the town has enough
money to begin the project. That
will start this spring as weather
permits. Montrose County has
allocated funding for the work, and
Yerke said more grants will become
available in the near future.

“There is some more money out
there, but we won’t get the funds
until 2025,” he said.

Yerke may not have much free
time. He goes on as many as eight
to 10 EMS calls monthly. Some-
times those require driving to
Grand Junction or Montrose.

Additionally, he’s married to
Galit Korngold, the owner and

operator of Wild Gals, Nucla’s
organic grocery.

“There’s never a dull moment,”
he said.

Still, when he finds some time,
he likes to race dirt bikes, or go
snowboarding or wakeboarding.
He’s also jumped out of airplanes
in the past. He buys and sells Jeeps
on the side, too.

He enjoys living in Nucla. He
said it’s a small town, but one that
is close to many adventures. With
just a bit of driving, he can end up
in the desert, or on the ski slopes, or
even whitewater rafting.

Nucla’s town board meetings
happen the second and fourth
Wednesday of every month.

Cont. from Pg. 1
up where she is today. She was
a piano major in college at CU-
Boulder. She thought she’d end up
teaching piano for her life’s work.
The Phippeny family has three
grown children: Tracy, in the U.S.
Air National Guard, stationed in
Hawaii; Jerilyn, in Los Angeles;
and also Geoffrey, in the U.S.
Navy, also stationed in Hawaii. She
has three step-grandchildren.
While the family farmed for
many years in Paradox, they sold
their farm property 10 years ago.
Now, the Phippenys focus on
Ruth’s Toffee, along with a few
rental properties in town.
Phippeny said for anyone next
year who’d like to make some
money in a seasonal job, they
should approach her in late sum-

Ruth’s Toffee

Ruth Phippeny. (Courtesy photo)

mer or the fall of 2023. She said
she’ll definitely have part-time

work available next year for those
looking to make some extra money.

Meet Our Medical Providers!

Dr. Kelley Prince

Qur services cover your whote fa ! _:'

Robin Richards, PA-C Andrew"

MEDICAL CINTER

-« Healthcare

« Behavioral Health

Dental

Retail Pharmacy with Mail Semce
Medicaid Enrollment Assistance

« Financial Assistance for All Services

We are comm[tted to providing.c quality,

“cost effective, accessible healthc:are‘“’t.o all

in the San Miguel River Basfm ‘:»;'7—‘”'_—

Call for an Appointment! (970) 32'? 4233
Meonday-Friday 730 am to 500 pm. Same day appointments & mendad hours

Se Habla Espanol

available. Call for availability.
www.umclinic.org

Uncompahgre Medical Center

1350 Aspen St
Norwood, CO 81423

LIKE US OM 7

facebook

Advertisement funded by San Miguel Board of County Commissioners.

Making merry

Heather Priestly made many hot drinks at Walk-In Coffee over the
holidays. (Photo by Regan Tuttle)

We advertise on the
following websites:
Zillow, Realtor.com, Homes.com,

Trulia, and Homes and Land

R T

212 East Main Street
Discover The Undiscovered ri lor 1422
970-865-2525

970242852364 @

We are always available to help you
with your REAL ESTATE needs!

Micheled970541725103]

We Meet Your Tire Needs

We Appreciate & Thank You for Your Business

CCTCTITATITT e are looking forward
“Emws Grea:?lisr:;“-illli?::tul-leals
yires 29242 Hwy 97, Nucla, CO

(970) 864-2281

Ewo¥ 4 SEASONS 1,

9o(“gwts'r Com%:v
OUTDOOR JEWEL

Nora Davis (ownen)
(970) 428-2236
217 West Main Street
Naturita Colorado
rimrockerrealestate@gmail.com

Website:
www.rimrockerrealestate.com

ONG

RIMROCKER
[ REALESTATEQ
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RV PaRrk & RENTALS
218 WEST MAIN STREET
NaturiTA, COLORADO

Side-by-Sides,
E-Bikes, Propane

WWW.RIMROCKERADVENTURES.COM
(970) 865-2101

Town & COUNTRY INSURANCE
E‘u‘hnIoOnElnM'p-h,

Your one stop shop for everything Insurance
Auto, Home, Business, Life, Ranch, Bonds

Jesslca@townandeountry-insnrance.com
970-518-9316
Located in the Bachman Law Building, Natarita

ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS

1 & 2 bedroom apartments, Family Living at an affordable price.

(=)

EQUAL HOUSING
INDYE

Nucla Family Housing
300 East 3rd Street, Nucla, Colorado
(970) 864-2262

EQUAL HOUSING

Landmark Management: 712-276-1735 « TTY: 800-659-2656

This institution is an equal opportunity provider

EQUIPMENT RENTALS
208 West Main Street - Naturita, Colorado

(970) 865-2408 ¢ www.westendequipmentrentals.com

Christopher Tooker

Master Electrician
Electrical Contractor
Phone: 970-864-2321

tookeroffice@gmail.com
www.tookerelectric.com

WesT EnD MoNTROSE CounTy SHERIFF’S OFFIicE BLOTTER

12/21/2022
1523 Hours - Deputy took
an information report in the
32100 block of GG47 Road
near Norwood.
1817 Hours - Darrel Elder,
22, was contacted at the inter-
section of Crabtree Road and
Highway 97 in Naturita and
cited for speeding.
1846 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to the 600 block of
Juniper Street in Nucla for a
trespassing report.
2212 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to the 200 block of
East Main Street in Naturita for
a trespassing report.
2 VIN inspections
2 directed patrols in County
5 civil processes attempted/
served

12/22/2022
0552 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to the 800 block of
Heron Street in Nucla for an
abandoned vehicle.
1524 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to the 26800 block of
FF26 Road near Naturita for a
theft report. Nicholas Calvillo,
33, was cited for theft and sec-
ond degree trespassing.
1 followup report

12/23/2022
1038 Hours - Deputy took an
information report in the 27700
block of DD Road near Nucla.
1149 Hours - Deputy conduct-
ed a welfare check in the 300
block of Elm Street in Nucla.

1758 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to the 400 block of
Adams Street in Naturita for
a disturbance. Thomas Higgs
Jr., 45, was arrested for crimes
against an at risk adult, third
degree assault and harassment.
1758 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to the 35300 block
of II Road near Redvale for a
911.
1 directed patrol in County
2 directed patrols in Naturita
12/24/2022
1455 Hours - Deputy relayed
a message in the 400 block of
Adams Street in Naturita.
1606 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to the 31700 block of
Highway 97 near Naturita for a
medical assist.
1646 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to the 800 block of
Main Street in Nucla for a dis-
turbance.
1746 Hours - Deputy con-
ducted a welfare check in the
26200 block of Z26 Road near
Nucla.
1 directed patrol in Nucla
2 civil processes attempted/
served
12/25/2022
1222 Hours - Deputy conduct-
ed a citizen assist at the inter-
section of Highway 141 and
Highway 145 near Naturita.
1329 Hours - Deputy con-
ducted a motorist assist at the
intersection of Highway 90 and
Highway 141 near Naturita.

NEW SuBMISSION DEADLINES

* Articles, Obituaries, & Legals *
* Color Ads *
*Ads 1/4 Page or Larger *

FRIDAY BY END OF DAY

* Classifieds *

Estate & Medicaid Planning, Probate, LLC Formation,
& Real Estate Transactions

140 E. Main Street

PO Box 158

Naturita, CO 81422

Sara Bactreae

-Attorney at Law-

970.865.2440
sara@bachmanlawllc.com
www.bachmanlawcolorado.com

Your Service Station

* Offering Phillips 66 Proclean Fuel

24-7 with Credit Card

+ Convenience Store

Ph_' 11' 66 * Brand name Tires & Service

l lp S * Lube-0il Service

« Computer Diagnostics

« Light Mechanical

James Keeton
1685 Grand Ave, Norwood, CO  970-327-4447

Black & White,
Colored Copies,

and Scans

San Miguel Basin
Forum Building

807 Main Street in Nucla

70 05{?‘3;&' Eﬁ:x' * Small Ads/Legals *
FLECTES MONDAY BY END OF DAY
Bachman Law, LLC

Telephone: (970) 864-7425

1535 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to the 100 block of
West Sixth Avenue in Nucla
for a 911.

12/26/2022
0847 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to the 100 block of
West Main Street in Naturita
for found property.
1420 Hours - Deputy conduct-
ed a ride along in the 27700
block of DD Road near Nucla.
1608 Hours - Gary Logan, 56,
was contacted on Highway
145 mm 112 near Redvale and
issued a warning for speeding.
1636 Hours - Gerald Vanness,
70, was contacted on Highway
145 mm 106 near Norwood
and issued a warning for speed-
ing.
1932 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to the 31400 block of
Highway 141 near Naturita for
a9ll.
2 directed patrols in Nucla
1 directed patrol in Naturita
1 civil process attempted/
served

12/27/2022
0729 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to Highway 145 mm
107 near Redvale for a traffic
hazard.
1728 Hours - Nicholas
Wiegand, 38, was contacted in
the 100 block of West Fourth
Avenue in Nucla and cited for
driving while license is under
restraint, no
license plates, no taillights, and
no motorcycle endorsement.
Nicholas was also arrested on
an outstanding warrant.
2309 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to the area of DD30
Road and DD31 Road near
Nucla for a traffic hazard.
1 directed patrol in Nucla
1 directed patrol in County

12/28/2022
0805 Hours - Deputy conduct-
ed court security in the 300
block of Main Street in Nucla.
1459 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to the 400 block of
Adams Street in Naturita for
a trespassing report. Thomas
Higgs Jr, 45, was arrested for
third degree trespass and vio-
lating a protection order.
1705 Hours - Deputy took an
information report in the 27700
block of DD Road near Nucla.
1706 Hours - Deputy was dis-
patched to the 30700 block of
DD30 Road near Nucla for an
information report.
1722 Hours - Deputy conduct-
ed an agency assist on Highway
145 mm 12 near Placerville.
1 directed patrol in Naturita

insurance, no

Bruin Waste
Management

Next Day Pick-up
Senior, Residential &
Commercial Monthly Rates

31186 Hwy 145, Naturita

864-7531
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Classified Ads

Tear Sheet: $1.00, Bold Headi

CrASSIFIED AD PoLicy & RATES: Rates for each issue: $12.95
for 25 words and 20¢ for each additional word, Box Frame: $5.00,
and Text: $5.00

PASTURE LAND FOR
LEASE

The Town of Nucla is request-

ing bids to lease the Nucla
Wastewater Treatment
Fa(filil‘v })aslurc. The paslurc
is approximately 33 acres and
is located 1.5 miles west of
Nucla on 5th Road (sewer
l.}(']]'l({s). IJCSSCC iS rCSl.}UnSi-
ble for any necessary fence
r(_’,l.}c'lirﬁ. f\(ial(:r‘ia.]s V\-’il] l)(_’,
furnished or reimbursed by
the town and will remain the
property of the town at the
cxpirali()n of the lease. Lease
term will begin on February
l, 2023 lhr‘()ug]‘n January .711,
2024 with the option to renew
5 SCQIC({

ca.(“.l‘l ‘V(_‘.a.r {‘()r o] ‘Vcarﬁ.
be received

bids will

.]anuary 19, 2023 you may

until

mail your bids to Town of
N].l('fla. PO BUX 2 l 9. Nll('fla,
CO 81424 or drop off at Town

Hall 320 Main Slr(:(:l. Nucla
31.2T.C

MUSTANG WATER
AUTHORITY BOARD
SEATS
BOARD SEAT- Mustang
Water Authority is seeking

letters-of-interest for

con-
sideration to fill the at-large

pnsili()ns (m(:mbcr and alter-

nalc) on the N[uslang Water
Authority Board of Directors.
The Nucla and
Naturita created the Mustang
Water }'i.ulh()]‘il‘\,rr to consoli-

towns of

date their water treatment
facilities when lh(:‘v entered
into a contract in 2003 that
formed the aulhnr‘il‘\ar and its

bO& Td‘

two members and an alternate

The board consists of

selected b‘v each town board
and an al-]argu [TI(.‘,[TI[)CI" and
alternate to be selected by the
four sitting

board

members,
cant for an al-]argu p()silinn

town a})pninlcd

An appli-

must be a user of the Town of
Naturita or Nucla’s water dis-
tribution system. Please mail
letters-of-interest to MWA
PO Box 177, Nucla 81424 or
email to muslangwalcraul]‘mr-
ity@gmail.com by
13, 2023.

January

31.2T.C

r-———-1

| TO PLACE A |
CLASSIFIED

CONTACT THE
I SAN MIGUEL BASIN I
FORUM
| AT: |

970-864-7425

L_____J

Western
Uranium & Vanadium

CoME WORK FOR WESTERN URANIUM & VANADIUM MINING!

*  Mine Engineer

e Underground Miners

¢  Administrative Assistant
¢ Electrician

*  Diesel Mechanic

WE HAVE SEVERAL REWARDING POSITIONS AVAILABLE
BEGINNING JANUARY 2023. APPLY TODAY!

We are looking for the following positions:

Please call us at:
970-864-2127 or email:

Logann@western-uranium.com

to apply or for more

information.

R R0 R00

NNTC....

“Your One Stop
Shop For All Your
Communication Needs”

Wirdess 864-73335

Constructlon
Bryan Littlejohn

Bus: (578} 327-4006 Cell:
P.O. Box 422, Naturita, CO 81422

428-4096

| SAFE"SWSTEP

WAI_K—l N TUUB

I With purchase ol a

while supplies |4t/ No cash vabee.

== Call 't'oda'\','r and Eeceive a
FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
PLUS $1600 OFF |

1-855-576-5653 | |

wew Sal [eSbw k-l Th_Nel BB|=I|J| with army previous walk-n tub puschase. Offer available |

e,

- SowuTion

To

" Previous
JDOKU |

@© StatePoint Media

STATEPOINT CROSSWORD
THEME: GEOGRAPHY 101

ACROSS

1. Piece of data

6. Baryshnikov’s step

9. Back wound

13. Soft palate hanger

14. *Any high mountain

15. Tsar’s edict

16. Means

17. Bishop of Rome’s jurisdic-
tion

18. Female water-elf

19. *Highest mountain

21. *Sea that is also the largest
lake

23. A in MoMA

24. *Small island

25. Ignited

28. Lamborghini model

30. Extravagant

35. 15th of March, May, July or
October

37.__ -a-Sketch

Fill in the blank squares in the grid, making sure that every
Bw, column and 3-by-3 box includes all digits 1 through 9.

AIN[OJW]|=]|ON]|0|©
| |INJO|OW|OJW|N |-~

N|O|~JO|O|N]=2|O|W

QO |=N|W|oO)R|OIN
WIN|OR~|N|=jo|jO|O®
i BN EOv) [} K(e} I \N] [6) | - Ne o)

|—\U'ICOM"~I(OG)(AJ-I=-

39. Technology expert

40. Novice

41. Damage one’s reputation
43. Lil’ Bow Wow’s first name
44. Bette Midler’s movie “____
Pocus”

46.“I'm ____ you!”

47. Unit of pressure

48. Denver breakfast choice
50. Big rig

52. ___ de Janeiro

53. Excessively abundant

55. Ensign, for short

57. *Great ____ Reef

61. *National Geographic

65. Gibson garnish

66. Arabic garment

68. D-Day beach

69. *Longest continental moun-
tain range

70. Nada

71. Energy to motion converter
72. Golf pegs

73. Red Cross bed

74. Follow as a consequence

CROSSWORD

BRING EVERYTHING
YOU LOVE TOGETHER!

Blazing Fast
Internet!

+49%

2-YEAR TV PRICE $69
CARANTEE 169922 ;33#;@&355&

Bervevica's Fop 120 Package

Oﬂ'a@

CALL TODAY - For $100 Gift Card

'888'41 6"7103 Offer ands 11192 d Sh .A

@ StatePoint Media

[fo|w[~N]joo o= 0

[foe|lo|a]=|~|w]o|N|N

. Surfer

. Tel s

. Ditty

s “man”
Israel

. Extremist
. Masters without t

6. Ghost
. Miller

of Christmas
High Life, e.g.

. Four-eyes’ gear

. Bypas
. Uber
. *The

s
alternative
largest continent

. Past participle of “be”

. Remove from political office
. Eyelid infections

. Opposite of nothing

. Burn
*

. “She

ing aroma producer

sphere, the solid earth

is pulling my leg,” e.g.

27.9 a.m. prayer

29‘ ES

ing earth

sphere, air surround-

31. Sleeveless garment

32. Blood of the gods,

mytholog

Greek
LY

33. Harry Belafonte’s daughter

34, *
carth

sphere, all water on

36. Aretha Franklin’s genre

38. Type

of crime

42. Young Montague
45. Brown and yellow finches
49. Cravat or bola

51. Finar

1cial gain

54. 100 centimes
56. “Barefoot in the Park™ play-

wright

57. Summer ride
58. “Green Gables” protagonist
59. Amusement park attraction

60. Sturgeon

and salmon

61. Table mineral
62. Chow or grub

63. Bibli

cal pronoun

64. Ready and eager

67.

sphere, all life on earth
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A REODD'S MERCANTILE

| Groceries - at - Produce

O6AM - 8PM * 460 Main Street * (970) 864-7707

Prices Valid: January 4-17, 2023

24 pk. 12 oz. cans
Pepsi Products 53"%9 Ice!

Food Club 40 oz. Boneless Skinless ‘
Chicken Breasts

Pt ol A 1
et e [
Grean Chiles h

Ranch Steak $3.99/1b
Stew Meat $3.99/1b
Cubed Steak $3.99/1b

Simply Done 12 ct.
Select Varieties

Pork Steak $1.99/1b

iy

Fresh Wholg &
Pineapple b

¢9?P p ;. L M

il W 8- = il Lorga d
Mandarin e Avocados g
N "

2.8

T sy VLG

Svaiid Kony, Cosres 4
G o Pitk Ley Caimota o 18 az




