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The Magic Starts Here!
2767 Progressive Rd. (South Hwy. 15) • Seward, NE 

www.davissonfurniture.com

Furniture CenterDavisson
402-643-3777• Clusters

• Creams
• Mints
• Alligators

Really Good Candy!
One piece or
100 pieces!
A family 
tradition!

Celebrating        years of service150
Seward • Lincoln • cattlebank.com

111 N. 3rd St., Ste. 2 • Seward, NE 
402-643-6054 

campbellcleaning.com
Local & Veteran-Owned

* Cleaning for Health
and Maintenance *

What’s hiding in your business?
Commercial Janitorial 
Cleaning
Commercial & Residential 
Carpet Cleaning
Rug Cleaning
Upholstery Cleaning
Tile Restoration
Water Damage Cleanup

Commercial / Residential Cleaning Services

One person is dead following an erratic pursuit 
and officer-involved shooting on I-80 near Milford 
Oct. 23.

The Seward County Sheriff’s Office said deputies 
attempted a traffic stop around 3:11 p.m. The vehi-
cle was occupied by two people traveling west. The 
vehicle then turned around and was traveling east 
in the westbound lanes before it crossed over into 
the eastbound lanes near mile marker 383.

A high-speed pursuit ensued for seven miles, 
ending in Lancaster County, where the vehicle 
came to a stop.

Deputies directed the occupants to exit the vehi-
cle. The passenger exited but the driver refused to 
do so.

While attempting to contact the driver, deputies 
observed a weapon in the driver’s hand. An offi-
cer-involved shooting then occurred.

The SCSO said deputies and Nebraska State 
Patrol troopers on scene administered first aid, but 
the driver was later pronounced dead at the scene 
by medical personnel.

The Nebraska State Patrol Special Investiga-
tions Team is investigating, and a Grand Jury will 
convene in Lancaster County at a future date, as is 
protocol with all law enforcement shootings.

The SCSO has not released the names or ages of 
the travelers or the deputies involved. It said the 
investigation is ongoing and more information will 
be released at a later date.

One dead after 
I-80 pursuit, 
officer-involved 
shooting

BY EMILY HEMPHILL
emily@sewardindependent.com

Jonathan Jank is 
wearing a new pin, one 
that shows his designa-
tion as one of just 1,200 
Certified Economic 
Developers in the U.S.

Jank serves as 
president and CEO of 
the Seward County 
Chamber and Develop-
ment Partnership. He 
earned the certification 
from the International 
Economic Development 
Council in September.

“I’m honored and 
humbled to be part of 
this group of practi-
tioners,” Jank said.

According to the 
council, the designation 
represents a mastery 
of skills in economic 
development and a ded-
ication to personal and 
professional growth.

“This milestone 
marks a significant 
achievement and under-
scores Jonathan’s com-

mitment to excellence 
in the field of economic 
development,” the 
council said in a press 
release.

Jank said he began 
the international certi-
fication process on Jan. 
2.

He spent nine months 
studying and mem-
orizing six different 
manuals before taking 
a three-part exam Sept. 
16-17 in Dallas, Texas.

“Forty-three (people) 
sat for it, and there were 
only 10 that passed,” 
Jank said. “I feel very 
privileged to be a part of 
that.”

He arrived for the 
first day of testing at 
6:45 a.m., then waited all 
day to see if he scored 
well enough to continue 
to the third section.

“I’m so grateful to 
be on the other side of 
it,” Jank said. “It was a 
very interesting pro-
cess.”

The exams measure a 

candidate’s knowledge, 
judgement and critical 
thinking ability across 
11 areas:

 • business retention 
and expansion

• finance and credit 
analysis

• marketing and 
attraction

• strategic planning
• entrepreneurial and 

small business develop-
ment 

• managing economic 

development organiza-
tions

• neighborhood devel-
opment strategies

• real estate develop-
ment and reuse

• technology-led eco-
nomic development

• workforce develop-
ment strategies

• foreign direct in-
vestment and exporting

Jank, a graduate of 
Concordia University 
Nebraska, has worked 
in economic devel-
opment for nearly 12 
years.

“Jonathan has exem-
plified vision and de-
termination in his role 
as president and CEO, 
leading Seward County 
to be the ninth-fastest 
growing county in 
Nebraska over the past 
decade,” the council 
said. “This has been 
accomplished through 
multiple public-private 
sector partnerships 
including business, 
housing, childcare, and 

broadband development 
projects that have led to 
hundreds of millions of 
dollars in new county-
wide investments and 
hundreds of new local 
jobs being created and 
retained.”

Jank earned his un-
dergraduate and gradu-
ate degrees in Business 
Administration from 
CU and his Executive 
Development Certificate 
through the Economic 
Development Institute 
at the University of 
Oklahoma.

He also completed 
training at the U.S. 
Chamber of Commerce 
Foundation’s Institute 
for Organization Man-
agement and was named 
the Nebraska Economic 
Developers Associa-
tion’s 2019 Professional 
of the Year in the com-
munity category.

In 2021, Jank led the 
SCCDP to become an 
Accredited Chamber 
through the U.S. Cham-

ber of Commerce. It is 
one of only six Accredit-
ed Chambers in Nebras-
ka and one of less than 
200 in the U.S. out of 
approximately 7,000.

In 2022, Jank was 
named CU’s Young 
Alumnus of the Year.

“Thank you for the 
SCCDP board’s and 
staff’s support through-
out my nine months of 
studying and testing,” 
Jank said. “I’m also 
thankful for my faithful 
support system across 
the country and espe-
cially at home who en-
couraged me through-
out the process.”

Jank said he was 
overwhelmed by the 
amount of support he 
received from fellow de-
velopers and colleagues.

“That’s what I love 
about the industry, it re-
ally feels like a family,” 
he said. “We’re all here 
to support each other 
and help grow the state 
together.”

Jank earns international certification

Jonathan Jank

DOUG CARROLL/SCI

LEFT: Seward senior Gabi Ce-
pek holds up the team’s dis-
trict championship plaque 
as the volleyball team cel-
ebrates its victory over Be-
atrice that earned them a 
berth in this week’s Class B 
state tournament.

Win 
and 

advance

See more 
volleyball 
on page 
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MOVIE LISTINGS
Rivoli Theatre

Nov. 3 - 9

533 Main • Seward
402-643-6195 • rivoliseward.com

Movie Place Rental Hours
Fri-Sun: 6–8 p.m.

Fri-Thurs: 6:30 p.m.

Five Nights at 
Freddy’s

PG-13
110

mins.

Fri-Wed: 7:00 p.m.
*NO THURSDAY SHOW*

After Death
NR
102

mins.

STARTING FRIDAY, NOV. 10
KILLERS OF THE 
FLOWER MOON

ENTER 

EACH WEEK  

ONLINE

F O O T B A L LF O O T B A L L

sewardindependent.com • milfordtimes.net
cretenewsonline.com • friendsentinel.com

wilber-republican.com

Find this week’s winner on our Facebook Page
Remember to make your picks before 

Thursday Night’s game!

ONLINE FOOTBALL CONTESTONLINE FOOTBALL CONTEST

Seward
Car Wash

VETERANS
DAY

 Sign me up for the Veterans Deal!

$43 $21.50 for 1-Year Subscription*  

Must be paid in full 
on Wednesday, 
Nov. 8, 2023 to 
receive this offer!

*Subscription *Subscription 
must be mailed to must be mailed to 
a veteran or their a veteran or their 

spouse with a Seward spouse with a Seward 
County address.County address.

PLEASE CHOOSE PAYMENT OPTION:
❏ Check      ❏ Cash       ❏ Visa  
  ❏ MasterCard     ❏ Discover

Name on Card ________________________________

# ________________________________________

Exp. _______________________ Code ___________

Name ________________________________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________________________

City ________________________________ State ________ ZIP ________________

Email _________________________________________________________________

Phone ________________________________________________________________

VETERANS
DAY

VETERANS
DAY

VETERANS
DAY

VETERANS
DAY

SPECIAL OFFERSPECIAL OFFER

129 S. 6th St. • PO Box 449
Seward, NE 68434
402-643-3676
sewardindependent.com

SCI
Seward County

Independent

50%
OFF

*

1 - Y E A R 
SUBSCRIPTION
for Veterans or Spouse

*Subscription must be mailed to a veteran or 
their spouse with a Seward County address

1 DAY ONLY!
WEDNESDAY, NOV. 8

BY KEATON BURGESS
reporter@sewardindependent.com

Lloyd Lipska of 
Seward has left for trip 
No. 77 since 2017 and 
presented every detail 
of the trip to the Seward 
Rotary Club on Oct. 23.

Lipska left for New 
Zealand the week of the 
23rd after presenting to 
the club.

Lipska said he’s 
always wanted to go to 
New Zealand.

“It’s been on my 
bucket list to go to New 
Zealand since 2012,” he 
said. “I was also set to 

go to New Zealand pre-
Covid, and Covid said 
no, you’re not going to 
go.”

After kicking around 
the idea of going to New 
Zealand, Lipska decided 
if he was thinking about 
it as much as he was, he 
should probably go.

Some of the reasons 
Lipska decided to go 
included it was a coun-
try that spoke English 
and he wanted to see all 
of the mountains, for-
ests, glaciers and other 
things in nature.

“I’ve never heard a 
bad thing about it,” he 
said.

Lipska said he would 
rest on his first day of 
the trip and get a car on 
the second. He said he 
would practice driving 
since they drive on the 
left side of the road in 
New Zealand.

Before the trip, Lips-
ka made a checklist to 
make sure he had every-
thing prepared at home 
and for the trip, includ-
ing plans on where to 
stay each night.

Lipska plans to spend 
his nights differently 
over his time in New 
Zealand, some nights 
camping, staying in a 
camper/caravan, or in 

a hotel if he can’t find a 
spot to camp.

Lipska also has a 
map that has each day 
planned for where he 
will stay and where he 
will be for the day.

“I’ve got a place to 
stay each and every 
night,” he said. “It has 
what day of the week it 
is whether we are going 
to be at the or whatever 
else.”

One problem Lips-
ka ran into early was 
getting authorization to 
go into the country. He 
said he originally read 
a book that told him he 
didn’t have to have any. 

After talking with 
someone else headed 
to New Zealand at the 
exact same time he was, 
he learned he did need 
authorization.

“She told me that 
she was all ready to go 
and that she has her 
authorization,” Lipska 
said. “I came to find out 
I did need authorization 
to enter, so I got that 
covered.”

Lipska said a cool 
thing about New Zea-
land is the currency. He 
said the New Zealand 
dollar translates to $0.65 
in the United States. He 
said some of the finan-

cial downsides include 
it costing $1.50 to send 
a letter home and that 
gas is 11 New Zealand 
dollars per gallon.

Some of Lipska’s hol-
iday plans include help-
ing out with a church 
on Christmas and being 
one of the first people to 
see the sunrise on New 
Year’s Day.

Anyone interested in 
following Lipska along 
on his journey can do 
so by following him on 
Facebook.

Lipska readies for New Zealand

Central Valley Ag continues to give 
back to its member-owners by providing 
equity payouts. 

This year, the CVA Board of Directors 
approved $13.672 million dollars in Re-
volving Equity payouts for 2009, 2010 and 
2011.

Equity is returned to member-own-
ers in the form of redeemed equity. The 
amount of revolving equity producers re-
ceive depends on the amount of business 
they do in a given fiscal year; this year 
that is 2009, 2010, and 2011.

Producers will see their investment 
into the cooperative come back to them 
throughout their career and CVA is grate-
ful for the opportunity to share with them 
its success.

“I am very proud of Central Valley Ag’s 
performance and our ability to return 
equity to our member/owners,” said Carl 
Dickinson, president and CEO of Cen-
tral Valley Ag, “The cooperative has an 
important role to play in giving back to 
its members and because of CVA's perfor-
mance, we are able to continue to do that.”

In addition to cash patronage, the co-op 
has earnings that are reserved for later 
distributions. In the short-term, these 
equity dollars are an investment by mem-
bers in their co-op and can be used by 
the co-op to make capital improvements, 
which further grow the business or make 
the co-op more efficient.

“It is because of the loyalty from our 
member-owners that this cooperative is 
able to thrive,” Dickinson said. “It is a 
true honor to be able to share this with 
them.” 

Central Valley Ag pays $13.6 million

SALES 
EXECUTIVE
NEWSPAPER ADVERTISING, 
ONLINE ADVERTISING & PRINT SALES

Please send resume & cover letter to:Please send resume & cover letter to:
Sweet Tea Media • Kevin ZadinaSweet Tea Media • Kevin Zadina

P.O. 449, Seward • NE 68434P.O. 449, Seward • NE 68434
OR emailOR email

kevinzadina@sewardindependent.comkevinzadina@sewardindependent.com

Well-established newspaper company and print Well-established newspaper company and print 
shop in Seward and Saline Counties, Nebraska is shop in Seward and Saline Counties, Nebraska is 
looking for an ambitious advertising sales person looking for an ambitious advertising sales person 

who wants to help customers succeed with a wide who wants to help customers succeed with a wide 
range of marketing tools.range of marketing tools.

Advertising executive will have an established Advertising executive will have an established 
account list with the opportunity to  expand and account list with the opportunity to  expand and 

offer other opportunities within the organization.offer other opportunities within the organization.
SCI
Seward County

Independent

CN
Crete NewsFU

LL
-T
IM
E WE'RE GROWING AND ADDING TO OUR TEAM!
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Call 402-646-4607 to schedule a 
time for your appointment with an 
experienced MHCS pharmacist on 
Mon., Nov. 6 • 10 a.m.–4 p.m.

Seward Family Pharmacy 
is now scheduling in-person 
appointments to help you 
review Medicare Part D plan.
Medicare Open Enrollment is Oct. 15–Dec. 7

• Have you renewed 
your Medicare Part 
D plan?

•  Are you paying 
more than you need?

•  Do you review your 
plan annually?

•  Do you know what 
options are available?

IRRIGATED FARMLAND
302.94± ACRES SEWARD COUNTY, NE

ONLINE LAND AUCTION

Get a salebill, register and bid at www.bigiron.com

BID ONLINE NOV. 7-21, 2023
BIDDING ENDS AT 11 A.M. CST

Tract #1: 170± Acres
Legal: NE ¼ and N 10 acres of the SE ¼ Section  
24-12-1E Seward County, NE.
Location: From Staplehurst, NE, go 4 miles west, 
then 2 miles north. The farm is on the west side of 
the road. Watch for the BigIron Realty signs.

Tract #2: 132.94± Acres
Legal: NW ¼ less bldg. site in the NE corner of the 
NE ¼ Section 24-10-1E Seward County, NE.
Location: From Goehner, NE, go 2 ¼ miles west on 
Holdrege Road. The farm is on the south side of the 
road. Watch for the BigIron Realty signs.

>> <<

Contact Your Listing Agents

Mark Stock 402.276.2077
John Buhl 402.649.3750

4860 33rd Avenue, Columbus, NE 68601

>

>

Sellers: Willard V. Nagel Trust & Leanna A. Nagel Trust

aggrowth.com

AGI STORAGE 
SOLUTIONS
AGI bins help protect 
your grain to preserve 
quality and market 
value. With all the 
necessary accessories 
to outfit your bins from 
stairs, ladders, and 
platforms to floors, 
supports, and unloads, 
AGI has the storage 
solution for you.

GRAIN BINS & ACCESSORIES

Brad Fuehrer 
402-560-5528

Tim Gill Insurance Agency was started in 1959 by the late Timothy 
Gill. After he passed away in 1997, his daughter, Shannon bought the 

agency from her mother.

Shannon sells medicare supplements and prescription drug plans.

She treats her clients like family.

Tim Gill Insurance Agency

402-641-1717
timgillins@gmail.com

Shannon K. Gill
Licensed Insurance Agent

Join hard-working parents that are building a 
dream life from home around all their activities!

workathomeunited.com/believeinyou
Contact Lacey Today! • Work At Home United

Do you feel like you’re 
missing out?
Looking for individuals who want 
to work from home for a 38-year-
old American-based company 
educating and helping others.

Seward County 
has received another 
membership dividend, 
this time in the amount 
of $15,729, from the 
Nebraska Intergov-
ernmental Risk Man-
agement Association 

II, the county workers 
compensation coverage 
and risk management 
services provider.

The dividend was 
part of a planned $1 mil-
lion distribution shared 
with 83 Nebraska 

counties and eight coun-
ty-associated agencies 
during NIRMA's annual 
membership meeting on 
Oct. 19-20 in Kearney.  

With this latest dis-
tribution, Seward Coun-
ty has now received a 

total of $623,909 in divi-
dends since becoming a 
member of NIRMA II in 
1988, with the potential 
for additional dividends 
before the year's end.

NIRMA II is able to 
issue dividends due to 

the program's strong 
financial standing, as 
aided by the members' 

ongoing loss prevention 
efforts. 

Seward County receives dividend check 

PUBLICPUBLIC
NOTICESNOTICES

Your Right
to Know

ANNOUNCE
your special events,

anniversaries,
graduations,

birthdays, etc.
in the Seward

County Independent!

402-643-3676
Call us at

sewardindependent.com
129 S. 6th St., P.O. Box 449

Seward, NE 68434
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Deb Fischer

BY DEB FISCHER
U.S. Senator

The heinous attack 
on Israel by Hamas this 
month 
sent 
shock-
waves 
through-
out the 
Middle 
East and 
across 
the 
world. 

War in one part of 
the world has a ripple 
effect — we all feel its 
impact. In this case, 
the United States is 
especially affected. 
Hamas killed Amer-
ican citizens in its 
assaults on innocent 
people across Israel. It 
is holding American 
citizens hostage under-
ground in Gaza. Hamas 
has American blood on 
its hands.

The United States 
and Israel have always 
been bound by shared 
values and strategic in-
terests. We are now fur-
ther bound by shared 
tragedy. This is why 
our government must 
act — not just to protect 
Israeli interests, but 
to promote American 
interests.

It’s critical that we 
return every American 
stranded in Israel or 
being held hostage in 
Gaza. Every American 
must be accounted 
for and safely brought 
home. This should be 
top priority for the 
administration.

Our action in sup-
port of Israel won’t 
only protect American 
citizens — it will also 
buttress our national 
defense. Standing with 
Israel involves coun-
tering Iran, a regime 
that openly supports 
terrorist organizations 
by providing them with 
resources and funding.

We must act to show 
terrorist groups, and 
their state sponsor 
Iran, that we will not 
abide the slaughter and 
kidnapping of Ameri-
cans. We must gather 
all of our economic and 
diplomatic strength to 
send a powerful mes-
sage to Iran.

Iran wants to see 
Israel destroyed by 

terror. Beyond that, it 
wants to see the United 
States destroyed. The 
regime’s proxy forces 
continue to attack our 
military forces regu-
larly in Iraq and Syria. 
The risks are too great 
to allow Iran to acceler-
ate this conflict.

As we counter Iran, 
we must also provide 
as much assistance as 
we can to our ally Isra-
el. We know Israel will 
need more defensive 
capabilities, including 
Tamir interceptors 
for its Iron Dome air 
defense system — the 
backbone of its missile 
defense architecture. 

My colleagues and 
I introduced a bill 
last week to reallo-
cate aid funding that 
could have ended up 
in Hamas’s pockets 
to Israel’s Iron Dome. 
This legislation would 
be an important first 
step in defending Israel 
against further attacks.

We know Israel will 
need more offensive 
capabilities, including 
precision guided mu-
nitions to hit specific 
ground targets. We 
know Israel will need 
more medical equip-
ment to help troops 
and citizens recover 
from continued vicious 
attacks by Hamas and 
Hezbollah.

The United States 
and Israel have long 
partnered by sharing 
intelligence on ter-
rorism in the Middle 
East. That partnership 
must continue. We 
must ensure that we 
are providing all the 
intelligence assistance 
we can to help Israel 
eliminate the Hamas 
threat.

Congress and the 
administration must 
work together to aid 
Israel in whatever way 
possible — whether 
through funding, 
military equipment, or 
intelligence sharing. 
Our support of Israel 
will help it triumph 
over terrorism. And 
our support of Israel 
will help us to show 
strength and deter ad-
versaries like Iran.

Standing with Israel 
promotes our own 
American interests as 
well.

Protecting  our 
American interests 
in the Middle East

BY AMY HAUSMAN
Amy@friendsentinel.com

I love fall. The leaves turning 
colors, living a pumpkin spice 
life and all the gor-
geous photographs 
that come with the 
season. 

I am here for 
Buffalo plaid and 
wide brimmed hats, 
boots and cable knit 
socks. 

I cannot get 
enough of that IG 
feed. 

That is until fall feels like win-
ter. Every freaking year I wonder 
why I live here but especially 
now with my hotter-than-the-des-
ert-sun romance put on ice until 
Clay returns for Turkey Day. 

I was definitely questioning 
my life choices when I layered 
two pairs of socks and snow 
boots to shoot the EMF game in 
Milligan. By the time the game 
was over, my attitude was just as 
cold as the temperature - and we 
won! 

I sat in my car during half 
time rather than catching up 
with the people I don’t see nearly 

enough; a full blown grown-up 
time out. 

I’d like to consider myself an 
overall positive, dynamic person 
but when it comes to cold, I’m 
more like the Grinch. 

I even bailed on going to a 
90s party at the 1206 because I 
was frozen to the core and didn’t 
think I could thaw my chilly 
disposition to interact well with 
others. 

So for those of you that won-
dered what gives? It's not you. 
Mother Nature and I are hav-
ing a tiff and she’s exerting her 
power. 

It’s tough braving the c-c-cold

Amy Hausman

Pete Ricketts

BY PETE RICKETTS
U.S. Senator

We are living in the worst 
border crisis on record. 

It is a humani-
tarian and security 
crisis. U.S. Cus-
toms and Border 
Protection report-
ed yet another 
record with 269,735 
encounters at the 
southern border 
last month. There 
have now been 
more than 8 mil-
lion encounters 
with individuals at the border 
since Joe Biden became Presi-
dent. 

To put it in perspective, that’s 
more encounters in less than 
three years than the 12 years 
while both Donald Trump and 
Barack Obama were president 
combined. Unfortunately, that 
number doesn’t even include the 
over 1.7 million known gotaways 
– individuals CBP saw but were 
unable to apprehend – during the 
Biden administration.

Last month, border officials 
arrested 18 people on the FBI’s 
terror watchlist. The total of peo-
ple on the watchlist encountered 
at the border this year is now 172. 
Those 172 encounters not only 
smashed the previous record 
of 98, set last year, but is larger 
than the number of such encoun-

ters the previous six fiscal years 
combined. 

This number used to be in the 
single digits every year.

This week, I visited the border 
with a group of senators, led by 
senators John Cornyn and Ted 
Cruz of Texas to get an update 
on the crisis. I also unveiled a 
comprehensive package of Senate 
solutions to secure the border. 

These solutions attack Biden’s 
border security failures head on 
– from building the wall to stop-
ping sanctuary cities policies in 
liberal states and cities to going 
after cartels and reforming our 
broken asylum process.

 My Ensure Uniform Border 
Inspection Practices Act, intro-
duced with Sen. Thom Tillis of 
North Carolina, would require 
annual comprehensive reviews 
of how people and fentanyl are 
being transported across ports of 
entry. 

These reviews would identify 
areas where the implementation 
of inspection practices is weak 
and help us hold accountable 
those responsible for failures.

Further, this week I re-af-
firmed my support for 10 addi-
tional pieces of legislation to 
address the illegal immigration 
crisis and enforce existing laws. 
One major priority is the Secure 
the Border Act. The bill would 
tighten asylum standards, re-
sume construction of the bor-
der wall, and criminalize visa 

overstays. 
In addition, it would increase 

the number of Border Patrol 
Agents and crack down on enti-
ties assisting illegal immigrants. 
I’m also supporting the Stopping 
Border Surges Act to close im-
migration loopholes, eliminate 
incentives for sending children 
to the border, and disrupt the 
power of human traffickers and 
cartels.

 I’m working to stop dangerous 
sanctuary cities and attack the 
income streams of those who 
traffic deadly drugs like fen-
tanyl. One of the bills gives the 
Department of Homeland Securi-
ty powers similar to those under 
Title 42 to combat the fentanyl-re-
lated health emergency. 

We also need to permanently 
classify fentanyl-related sub-
stances as Schedule 1 drugs and 
make the distribution of fentanyl 
resulting in death punishable by 
federal felony charges.

 The Biden administration’s 
failed policies created this crisis. 
Only smarter, more effective 
policies will guide us out of it. I 
promised Nebraskans I would 
fight to secure the border in the 
Senate. Each of the bills I’m sup-
porting will make our state and 
country safer. 

My team and I are here to 
serve you. Contact us anytime by 
phone at (202) 224-4224 or on my 
website at www.ricketts.senate.
gov/contact. 

Senate solutions to secure our southern border

Writer urges 
support for 
LB 840

The LB 840 upcom-
ing special election is a 
tremendous opportunity 
for voting citizens in 
Seward to make econom-
ic development a contin-
ued priority for the next 
10 years. 

It is vital for the cur-
rent and future econom-
ic health and growth of 
our community. To do 
this, when you receive 
your ballot in the mail 
around November 21st, 
please Vote YES for 
LB 840. It needs to be 
returned to the Seward 
County Courthouse by 
Dec. 12 for your vote to 
be counted.

What is LB 840? In 
Seward, it is an Econom-
ic Development Program 
that collects a percent-
age of the existing city 
sales tax that goes into a 
fund to support business 
development efforts. The 
City of Seward currently 
collects $150,000 per year 
through LB 840. It must 
be renewed every 10 
years to continue operat-
ing. It was last renewed 
in 2013.

In my role as presi-
dent and CEO for the 
Seward County Cham-
ber & Development 
Partnership, I am keenly 
aware of the need for 
local community tools 
to help spur on econom-
ic development. These 
tools help support our 
existing businesses, to 
create new or retain cur-
rent jobs and add invest-
ment in the community. 

It also helps us attract 
new businesses/orga-
nizations and entre-
preneurs to Seward to 
add jobs and create new 
investments.

To spur on economic 
development, one of the 
best local community 
tools we have available 
to use is the LB 840 
Economic Development 
Program through the 
City of Seward. It is 
flexible enough to be 
used for low-interest 
loans, forgivable loans, 
or grants depending on 
the need for a particular 
business/organization, 
entrepreneur, or an 
economic develop-
ment-related project 
like housing, childcare, 
broadband, etc.

In the City of Seward, 
the LB 840 Economic 
Development Program 
is overseen by the LB 

840 Application Review 
Board, which is made up 
of City Council members 
and citizens of Seward 
with business-related 
backgrounds who con-
sider each application 
individually. 

Anyone can apply 
to the program, and if 
their request for funds 
fits into the guidelines 
of the Economic Devel-
opment Plan for the City 
of Seward, their applica-
tion will be reviewed by 
the LB 840 Application 
Review Board. To read 
the Economic Develop-
ment Plan for the City 
of Seward, please visit 
their website at https://
cityofsewardne.gov/
funding-programs/.

Over the past 10 
years, the City of Seward 
LB 840 Application 
Review Board has made 
good use of the LB 840 
Economic Development 
Program funds. They 
have been spent to spur 
on job creation/reten-
tion and new investment 
in the community. 

To review the projects 
funded over the past 10 
years, please visit the 
campaign website at Vot-
eYESforLB840.com.

If you or the business/
organization you work 
for is looking to create 

jobs or add investment 
in the City of Seward, 
please consider applying 
for LB 840 Economic 
Development Program 
funds. The application 
can be found at the City 
of Seward’s website at 
https://cityofsewardne.
gov/funding-programs.

We need your help 
to spur on economic 
development in the City 
of Seward for the next 10 
years. Please Vote YES 
for LB 840 when you 
receive your ballot in 
the mail and then return 
it to the Seward County 
Courthouse by Decem-
ber 12th. For more infor-
mation about the LB 840 
special election, please 
feel free to contact me at 
(402) 643-4189 or Jona-
than@CultivateSeward-
County.com. 

Also, to learn more 
about LB 840 and the up-
coming special election 
ballot language, please 
visit the campaign web-
site at VoteYESforLB840.
com.

Jonathan Jank, CEcD, 
MBA, IOM

President & CEO
Seward County Cham-

ber & Development 
Partnership

Letter to the editor
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111 North 3rd Street, Suite 2 • Seward
402-643-6054 • Email: crystal@campbellcleaning.com

Veteran-owned

The name to trust for carpet cleaning

Janitorial Services
Commercial / Residential Carpet Cleaning

WOMEN IN POLITICS 
IN SEWARD COUNTY

Hosted by the Seward County League of Women Voters

Sunday, November 5 | 2 p.m.
Seward Memorial Library

233 S. 5th St. | Seward, NE

Learn about area women who served in political roles in 
Seward County from the mid-1800s until present day. 

All are welcome!

Free Will Donation

Proceeds go to the
Goehner Volunteer Fire Department

PANCAKE FEEDPANCAKE FEED
Goehner Fire Hall

Sunday,
Nov. 5

9 a.m.–12:30 p.m.
Serving All-Y ou-Can-Eat Pancakes
with Homemade Breakfast Sausage

& Scrambled Eggs

STEPHANIE CROSTON/SCI

Carla Ketner, left, holds the cover painting as Paula Wallace talks about her illustration pro-
cess Oct. 29 during the release party for “Ted Kooser: More Than a Local Wonder,” written 
by Ketner and illustrated by Wallace. Ketner owns Chapters Books and Gifts in Seward.

More than a wonder-ful day

“Savoring the Stitch-
es” is the theme of 
Pam Lam’s Quilt Show 
opening Sunday, Nov. 
5, from 2 to 4 pm in the 
Langworthy Gallery of 
the Seward Civic Center  
located at 616 Bradford 
Street in Seward.

The exhibit features 
some of the  quilts from 
her personal collection 
of hand stitched quilts. 
A brief quilt talk will be 
shared at 3 p.m. 

Lam’s quilts reflect 
her love for earth tones 

and nature, as well 
as the traditional and 
primitive style.

Lam was the present-
er at the Oct. 16 meeting 
of the Blue River Quilt 
Guild, sharing a small 
collection of her various 
quilts in a trunk show 
format to members and 
guests of the Guild.

She has enjoyed at-
tending numerous state, 
national and interna-
tional quilt shows and 
festivals. She is a life 
member of the Lincoln 

Quilt Guild and was 
one of the original Well 
Rounded Quilters. 

Civic Center hosts quilt show

COURTESY PHOTO

Pam Lam discusses her stitching technique at the Blue River Quilt Guild meeting on Oct. 
16. Her quilt show- “Savoring the Stitches” opens Nov. 5 at the Seward Civic Center.

“We have a Chamber 
of Commerce beauti-
ful evening,” Rotary 
Emcee Dr. Ron Wall-
man said at the annual 
Seward Rotary Club’s 
Children’s Halloween 
Costume Contest Oct. 
26at the Bandshell. 
“We have been hosting 
this contest for decades 
and look forward to 
keeping the fun tradi-
tion even more special, 
when we can have it 
at our historic Seward 
Bandshell.”

The contest was 
open to all from age 0 
through 12. The con-
testants each received 
a large bag of candy, 
donated and bagged by 
the Seward Rotarians, 
and the first three plac-
es in each age division 
won a medal, with the 
Grand Prize Costume 
awarded a special 
Seward Rotary Club 
Halloween Orange and 
Black Trophy.

Awarded the Grand 
Prize trophy this year 
was a pair of broth-
ers who each won 
first place in their 
divisions. Westyn and 
Nash Rathjen were 
named the winners 
in the 2023 Rotary 
Children’s Halloween 
Costume Contest.

Westyn was dressed 
as Col. Sanders of 
Kentucky Fried Chick-
en fame and his little 
brother Nash was a 
bucket of Kentucky 
Fried Chicken. They 
are the children of 
Whitney and Shad 

Rathjen. 
Other winners in-

cluded:
Under Age One: Tie, 

Sophie, Blue Octopus, 
and Charlie, Dad’s Real 
Estate Sales Assistant

Age One: Nash, KFC 
Bucket of Chicken

Age Two: Ezra, Evel 
Knievel

Age Three: Westyn, 
Col. Sanders

Age Four: Tie, 
Emma, Teenage Krak-
en, and Addie, Ghost 
Spider

Age Five: Kason, 
Rapter

Age Six: Bryer, Bee-
tlejuice

Age Seven: Oliver, 
Where’s Waldo?

Age Eight: Grace, 
The Grinch and Max

Age Nine: Serina, 
Ursula from Little Mer-
maid

Age Ten and Up: 
Peyton, Poop

Age Eleven and 
Up: Tie, Olivia, Dor-
othy and the Flying 
Monkey, and Wyatt, 
A Walking Crosswalk 
Sign.

The evening is an 
annual event spon-
sored by the Seward 
Rotary and they were 
excited to host it out-
doors, as it has been 
forced inside due to 
weather the last few 
years.

The event chair 
and emcee was Rotar-
ian Dr. Ron Wallman. 
Judges for the event 
were Rotarians Amber 
Fiala, Ben Spirk and 
Doug Gremel. Rotarian 

Shelly Nitz served as 
the recorder and Rotar-
ian Greg Zabka handed 
out the medals to the 
winners.

Rotarians Mark 
Kolterman and Brian 
Peters gave the bags 
of free candy to all the 
contestants. Rotary 
member Clark Kolter-
man served as the 
Rotary Reporter, and 
Rotarian Makena Bier-
baum assisted with the 
awards for the event. 

Rotarians assisting 
with the bagging of the 
candy included Matt 
Dominy, Greg Zabka, 
Brian Peters, Mark 
Kolterman, Clark 
Kolterman, Bonnie 
Kruse, Jon Kruse, Ken 
Schmieding, Shelly 
Nitz, Russ Sommerfeld, 
Melanie Ayres, Am-
ber Fiala, Ben Spirk, 
Doug Gremel, and Ron 
Wallman.

A special note of 
thanks was extended 
to Adam Bode and Bob 
Core for preparing the 
area grounds and his-
toric Seward Bandshell 
for the evening and 
to Shelly Nitz and her 
family for bringing the 
inflatable, giant Hal-
loween dragon yard 
blowup that added to 
the event’s atmosphere. 
Thanks were also 
extended to the Seward 
Civic Center for al-
lowing us to have the 
auditorium as a back-
up plan, in case of bad 
weather. 

Rotary hosts annual 
costume contest

See the 
photos from 
the costume 
contest on 
page 7.
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Trunk or treat!Trunk or treat!

EMILY HEMPHILL/SCI

Above: Kynzlee Martinez (left) and Nora Wiemer of Utica 
visit trunks parked near First Street at the Utica Trunk or 
Treat Oct. 27, hosted by the Utica Commercial Club.

Left: Russell the wilderness explorer and Kevin the snipe-
horned lizard bird from Disney-Pixar’s “Up” pass out candy 
to trick or treaters at Mercy City Church’s trunk or treat Oct. 
27, held in the Seward High parking lot.

EMILY HEMPHILL/SCI

Stephanee Prashek (left) and Amber Crouch are Sarah and Winnie 
Sanderson, two of the beloved witch sisters in “Hocus Pocus,” at the 
Utica trunk or treat Oct. 27.

EMILY HEMPHILL/SCI

The Bargmann family of Seward portrays the cast of “Saved by the Bell” at Mercy City Church’s trunk or 
treat Oct. 27.

EMILY HEMPHILL/SCI

Jack Luebbe, 1, of Utica snags a pack of Twizzlers from Jim Swanson at the Utica Com-
mercial Club’s trunk or treat Oct. 27.
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Stay up-to-date with news, 
sports and community 

events!

SCI
Seward County

Independent

MT
Milford Times
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Certificate of Deposit Special

21 Month OR 42 Month 
Certificate of Deposit Special - 5.25% APY*

*Annual Percentage Yield. Minimum deposit of $500. Penalty for early withdrawal. 
Interest paid or compounded quarterly. No brokered funds accepted. 
Offer effective as of October 24, 2023 and may expire without notice.

888-562-3602  |  jonesbank.com

Banking with Jones Bank is the financial equivalent of shopping locally! 
The money you put into Jones Bank stays in the communities we serve.

Seward hosts multiple halloween events

KEATON BURGESS/SCI

The Nebraska State Patrol came to Seward to hand out candy at Scare at the Fair on Oct. 22.

DOUG CARROLL/SCI

Grace Hicks won the eight-year-old division dressed as 
the Grinch accompanied by Max.

DOUG CARROLL/SCI

Two-year-old Charlie Temple of Seward dressed up as a 
“charliesauraus” for the Rotary Club’s annual costume 
contest.

DOUG CARROLL/SCI

Two-year-old Ezra Greensstreet dressed up as Evel 
Knievel for the Rotary costume contest.

KEATON BURGESS/SCI

Chris Clanton of Seward showed off his red, white and blue 
dinosaur at Scare at the Fair on Oct. 22.

DOUG CARROLL/SCI

Westyn Rathjen, dresssed as Col. Sanders and his broth-
er Nash Rathjen, dressed as a bucket of Kentucky Fried 
Chicken, werer named the Grand Prize winners at this 
year’s Rotary Club costume contest.

DOUG CARROLL/SCI

Six-year-old Bryer Bohuslavsky dressed up as Beetlejuice 
for the Seward Rotary CLub’s annual costume Contest that 
was held Oct. 26.

DOUG CARROLL/SCI

Eleven-month-old Sophie Ferris in her octupus costume 
tied for first in the under one-years old age division of the 
annual rotary costume contest. The scuba diver holding 
her is her mother, Kylie Ferris.
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GRADES 3-8 | BOYS & GIRLS
FEE: $150/team (Max of 15 kids & 3 coaches per team)
REGISTER BY: December 10 (No refund after deadline)

SAT. & SUN. | JANUARY 6-7 | 2024

ORTHMAN COMMUNITY YMCA
1207 N GRANT ST. | LEXINGTON, NE

TO REGISTER, CALL THE YMCA AT (308) 324-1970

SECOND ANNUAL WINTER CLASSIC 
YOUTH BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT

For more information, visit tournament website
(www.ymcaoftheprairie.org/programs/WinterClassic)

OPEN HOUSE
November 9th, 4–7PM

at 240 N. 5th St.
FREE Jazzercise class 4:30 pm & 7:30 pm

@PRECISIONPILATES_SEWARD
@SEWARDJAZZ

REFRESHMENTS, GIVEAWAYS, 
STUDIO TOURS, EQUIPMENT 

DEMONSTRATIONS, AND 
NEW CLIENT SPECIALS!

Presented by The Bee Ballroom Restoration Committee

BEE DINNER THEATER
12th Annual

Saturday, Nov. 18, 2023
5:00 p.m. – Social Hour

6:30 p.m. – Dinner & Entertainment
(Meal Served at 7:00 p.m.)

Windsor Loin Dinner H Cash Bar

Bee States Ballroom • Bee, NE

Tickets:
$30

Tickets available at: Jones Bank, Cattle Bank, 
Liberty First Credit Union, Flatland Market & Bar - Bee, 

Pivo’s Tavern - Dwight
For questions or tickets, call/text:

Dan 402-641-2965 • Jen 402-641-1573 • Tyler 402-641-0473

Please Please 
Order by Order by 
Nov. 15Nov. 15

Find us on Facebook @ #BeeDinnerTheater for more details 

HAY HAY 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

(308) 386-6427

ANNUAL ELECTIONS
The Seward County Agricultural Society will 
hold its Annual Meeting and society elections 
on November 20, 2023 beginning at 6:30 p.m.

The positions up for election are:
• District 5
• At Large
• At Large
• At Large

To place your name on the ballot, please turn 
your name into Seward County Ag Society by 
contacting Mike Flyr, Secretary at 402-643-
3602 no later than November 13, 2023.

– Seward County Ag Society

Information taken from ar-
chived files of the Blue Valley 
Blade and the Seward Inde-
pendent for the first week in 
November.

1923
Last week the class of 1922 

presented the school an Acme 
moving picture projector. 
This is a portable machine 
and can be used anywhere in 
school. It will be a great help 
in class room instruction, 
especially in geography.

David City was held 
scoreless last Wednesday 
afternoon by the Seward high 
school football warriors. The 
field was covered by snow 
and mud, in spite of this the 
game was hotly contested.

1933
Seward county furnished 

the largest contingent of 
entries from Nebraska for 
the sixth annual Ak-Sar-Ben 
Livstock Show, Horse Show 
and Rodeo.

Lloyd Cardwell, a star 
on Seward high teams for 
the past few years, has been 
flashing rapid progress as a 
member of Coach Ed Weir's 
University of Nebraska fresh-
man squad this fall.

1943
Seward county has lost 

3,174 inhabitants in three 
years. No wonder after three 
years of drought ending last 
year.

Pvt. Marvin L. Stilwell of 
R.R. 2, Seward, has complet-
ed his basic training at the 
armored replacement train-
ing center at Fort Knox, Ky, 
preparatory for combat duty 
with armored units.

Next Thursday, November 
11, is Armistice Day. It might 
have been that a double Ar-
mistice Day could be celebrat-
ed this year. However, what 
we want now is not an Armi-
stice – but an unconditional 
surrender – so we will not 
have to consider an armistice 
every so often.

1953
No records are available 

for this time.

1963
The Utica Grange received 

honorable mention in the 
National Community Service 
Contest sponsored by the Na-
tional Grange and the Sears 
& Roebuck Foundation.

A photo caption read: 
Delano Lavicky, Bee, bagged 
a 250-lb. six-point white tail 

deer about 7:15 a.m. Saturday 
as the deer season opened in 
this area.

The State Railway Com-
mission postponed a hearing 
on the proposed closing of 
depot facilities at Garland 
until Thursday, Dec. 5.

1973
Three Seward area com-

munities brought home 
honors from the Nebraska 
Community Improvement 
Program. Seward was again 
named an All Nebraska 
Community along with 
only four others in the state 
that met the high standards 
established by state agencies 
in 13 categories. Seward and 
Dwight won first place hon-
ors in their class for youth 
involvement, Dwight won 
first place in its class for com-
munity awards and Pleasant 
Dale was honorable mention.

The Retail Committee of 
the Seward Chamber of Com-
merce will meet Thursday 
noon, Nov. 8, at the Snodgrass 
Cafe to discuss holiday pro-
motion plans.

1983
Utica Girl Scouts are plan-

ning to visit the Girl Scout 
World Center in Switzerland 

in 1985.
Douglas W. Ellis has been 

named administrator of 
Seward's Memorial Hospital, 
succeeding Walter Waas, who 
is retiring.

It was 100 years ago in 
October that Claudius Jones 
and a group of Seward men 
received a charter to be-
gin banking operations in 
Seward. That was the begin-
ning of the Jones National 
Bank, an institution which 
observes its centennial this 
year.

1993
Residents of the city of 

Seward should boil their 
drinking water until further 
notice. Water samples taken 
showed the presence of fecal 
coliform or E. coli bacteria at 
two locations.

When Memorial Health 
Care Systems' $50,000 grant 
application was refused 
recently, its plans to work to-
ward a clinic in Milford were 
slowed, but not stopped.

2003
A photo caption read: 

Seward librarian Becky 
Reisinger reads Fall Leaves 
Fall to four- and five-year-
olds during story time at the 

Seward Memorial Library.
An editorial on the opin-

ion page noted: Hooray! The 
Highway 34 bridge over Plum 
Creek has reopened. It has 
been a long, inconvenient 
summer for anyone who 
wanted to head east out of 
Seward or enter Seward from 
that direction. The planned 
detour was not well used and 
the alternate routes chosen 
by drivers created much 
discontent. However, that is 
beind us now, and we will 
all appreciate the bridge's 
additional safety benefits, 
especially when Plum Creek 
floods next spring.

2013
Students at Concordia 

University raised more than 
$100,000 for the Lutheran 
Malaria Initiative.

Seward High School sopho-
more Delany Baker of Seward 
was selected the Hugh 
O'Brian Youth Leadership 
Seminar representative for 
Seward High for the summer 
leadership event. She is the 
daugher of Brett and Nicole 
Baker of Seward.

Next Thursday, November 11, is Armistice Day. It might have been that 
a double Armistice Day could be celebrated this year. However, what we 
want now is not an Armistice – but an unconditional surrender – so we 

will not have to consider an armistice every so often.

Memory lane ...

BY HANNA CHRISTENSEN
scireporter@sewardindependent.com

Southeast Nebras-
ka Court Appointed 
Special Advocates, a 
local nonprofit, suffered 
a major cut in funding 
this fiscal year and 
some nearby businesses 
are stepping up to help.

Southeast Nebraska 
CASA is an organiza-
tion that, after putting 
them through training, 
pairs volunteers with a 
child who is a ward of 
the state or in the foster 
care system. The volun-
teer becomes familiar 
with the child’s situa-
tion and advocates for 
them in their case.

“If a child in foster 
care has a CASA volun-
teer, they are a lot less 
likely to reenter the fos-
ter care system, which 
eases the burden of the 
community of having 
to pay for some of those 
funds to have that child 
be a state ward,” South-
east Nebraska CASA 
Executive Director Shel-
by Pedersen said.

Southeast Nebraska 
CASA was cut from 
its biggest funder, the 
Victims of Crime Act. 
VOCA previously pro-
vided $40,000 in funds 
to the organization. 
Southeast Nebraska 
CASA went from getting 
about $80,000 a year in 
funding to about $38,000 
a year.

VOCA cut funding to 
nonprofits nationwide, 
which came down the 
pipeline to hit Southeast 
Nebraska CASA. Ped-
ersen said the funding 

cut was not the fault of 
anyone at CASA. 

The lack of funding 
could cause cuts in 
volunteer appreciation 
events or decrease the 
amount of toys and en-
tertainment the organi-
zation could provide for 
the kids. 

“We really try to 
show our volunteers 
support and apprecia-
tion because they are 
doing these things out 
of the kindness of their 
heart and because they 
want to help these kids 
and families,” Pedersen 
said.

Pedersen said her 
biggest concern is the 
possibility of a future 
staff cut, which would 
decrease the level of 
support CASA could 
provide for the volun-
teers and have a trickle 
down effect on the chil-

dren being served.
Board President Am-

ber Fiala, who is also an 
agent for Jones Group, 
said the board is going 
to have to make some 
tough decisions if the 
organization is unable 
to secure additional 
funding.

Fiala said she and 
Anthony Aerts, a law-
yer for Rembolt Ludtke 
and Southeast Nebraska 

CASA board member, 
heard about a carrier 
offering grant money 
to businesses to donate 
to charity. They each 
applied for the grants 
at their respective 
workplaces and secured 
significant donations 
for Southeast Nebraska 
CASA.

Every year, IMT 
Insurance holds its 
Community Contest 

that awards money to 
community projects and 
organizations. Thanks 
to Fiala’s application, 
IMT Insurance part-
nered with Jones Group 
to provide Southeast Ne-
braska CASA’s Volun-
teer Support Program 
with $1,000.

Fiala said she was 
happy her work could 
help with such an im-
portant cause.

She encourages 
anyone who can donate 
money to the organi-
zation or time to be 
a volunteer to do so. 
Advocates play a vital 
role in the court system 
and in children’s lives. 
Fiala said CASA is in 
desperate need of vol-
unteers, as the number 
of children currently in 
the court system is high 
and 20 children went 
without a volunteer last 
year.

“The advocates 
are the voice of the 
children. They get to 

know the whole situa-
tion – what’s going on 
at school, with their 
counselors, in their 
foster home and really 
just provide the eyes 
and ears for the judge in 
that case,” she said.

Pedersen said her 
goal is to replace the 
lost funding, whether 
that is through cor-
porate or individual 
donations. 

“We are oftentimes 
the only consistent 
adult in a child’s life. 
There’s research that 
shows that that can 
completely change the 
outlook on a child’s 
life,” Pedersen said. “We 
really need that money 
to be able to be a suc-
cessful program.”

People can donate 
by mailing a check or 
clicking the “donate” 
button at southeastne-
braskacasa.org. Peder-
sen welcomes anyone 
who has questions to 
reach out to her.

Southeast Nebraska CASA receives donation

COURTESY PHOTO

From left, Amber Fiala, Shelby Pedersen and Anthony Aerts celebrate Jones Group and 
Rembolt Ludtke’s donations to Southeast Nebraska CASA.

Do you have
an event coming up?

sewardindependent.com/calendar
402-643-3676

Promote
Your Event

Consider promoting it on the calendar at
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NOTICE; All federal, state, and local laws will be inforced. No illegal or loaded weapons. No paramilitary 
or martial arts permitted. Guns coming in will be checked. ALL firearms must be strapped. No alchoholic 
beverages permitted. Guards will be on duty at all times. Not responsible for accidents or theft.

ADMISSION: $5.00. Children under 12 free if accompanied by 
an adult. Persons 17 years old and under must be accompanied 
by an adult. Handicapped accessible.

Lunch available on premises

2023 Annual Seward County Gun Show
November 4 & 5, 2023

Bee States Ballroom • 200 Elm Street • Bee NE 68314

VENDOR ONLY 
Friday, Nov. 3rd • Set up 1–9p

OPEN TO PUBLIC 
Sat. 9a–5p & Sun. 9a–3p

Sponsored by: Seward County Izaak Walton League

BUY • SELL 
TRADE • BROWSE

HAPPENINGS
THROUGH NOV. 1

SHS BAND WREATH SALES: 
Wreaths may be ordered from 
any SHS band student or by 
calling the high school office 
at (402) 643-2988. Deliv-
eries will be made prior to 
Thanksgiving. Proceeds go to 
the Band Booster’s Scholar-
ship Fund. Contact them at 
sewardbandboosters@gmail.
com.

NOV. 2
MEAT CANNING PROJECT: The 

Mennonite Central Commit-
tee’s mobile meat canning 
project will be at the Milford 
Fire Hall on Thursday, Nov. 2, 
and Friday, Nov. 3. Volunteers 
are needed to help prepare, 
can, label and package cans 
of meat that will be distribut-
ed to people in need across 
the globe. Canning begins at 
5 a.m. both days and goes 
until 6 p.m. on Thursday and 
until 2 p.m. on Friday. The 
public may tour the mobile 
cannery at 12:45 p.m. both 
days.

AFTERNOON MOVIE: The Seward 
Memorial Library will feature 
a 2021 American supernat-
ural horror film on Thursday, 
Nov. 2, at 1 p.m. Bring your 
own snacks and a drink. Vis-
it sewardlibrary.org for more 
information.

MENTAL HEALTH WORKSHOP: 
“Building a Healthier 
Community: Addressing the 
Mental Health Stigma” will 
be presented Thursday, Nov. 
2 at the Holthus Convention 
Center in York, sponsored by 
the Four Corners Health Dept. 
Registration is at 8:30 with 
the workshop from 9 a.m. 
to 3:30 p.m. A $15 charge 
includes lunch. Speakers will 
explain ways to reduce the 
mental health stigma and 
increase the message of hope. 
Register now at www.fourcor-
ners.ne.gov.

NOV. 3
LIBRARY CLOSED: The Seward 

Memorial Library and drive-
through will be closed Friday, 
Nov. 3, for staff training. The 
library will open again Satur-
day, Nov. 4, at regular hours.

NOV. 5
SOUP DINNER: Utica St. Pat-

rick’s Church will host a 
soup dinner Sunday, Nov. 5, 
serving from 10:30 a.m. to 1 
p.m. Chili, chicken noodle 
and clam chowder soups 
will be available, along with 
cinnamon rolls, relishes, pie 
and beverages. There will 
be raffles for groceries, spa 
needs, Nebraska items and 
Christmas items. A free-will 
offering will be accepted.

NOV. 8
WOMAN’S CLUB MEETING: The 

GFWC Seward Woman’s 
Club’s meeting on Wednes-
day, Nov. 8, will be called 
to order at 1:30 p.m. at the 
Seward Civic Center. The 
meeting is open to guests and 
new members. The program 
for the meeting will be Emely 
Hendl from Anchor Meadow 
Farms, a year-round veter-
an-owned farm that offers lo-
cals a variety of farm fresh 
products, nutrient rich pas-
tured pork, produce and fami-
ly friendly events. They have 
a retail shop featuring their 
products and they support 
area local businesses as well. 
For more information, contact 
the GFWC Seward Womans 
Club President Angela Belew 
at angelabelew@gmail.com.

NOV. 9
MENTAL HEALTH FIRST AID: A pro-

gram on mental health first 
aid, sponsored by the Four 
Corners Health Dept., teaches 
participants how to identify, 
understand and respond to 
signs of mental health and 
substance abuse challenges 
among adults. The program is 
Thursday, Nov. 9, from 9 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m. at the Butler 
County Health Care Center in 
David City. Register at https://

tinyurl.com/3b5kfy93.

COUNTY REPUBLICANS HOLD 
MONTHLY MEETINGS: The 
Seward County Nebraska 
Republicans invite any 
registered Republicans to 
attend monthly meetings on 
the second Thursday of each 
month at 7 p.m. (subject to 
change). Meeting locations 
may vary. Each month, meet-
ing information and location 
will be posted on their Face-
book page at www.facebook.
com/SewardNEGOP and their 
website at SewardGOP.org.

INVITATION TO MEET AT THE 
GATHERING TABLE: Make plans 
to meet at The Gathering 
Table (Milford Mennonite 
Fellowship Hall at 920 F St). 
The table is set on the second 
Thursday of each month for 
this complementary meal. 
Come anytime between 5:30 
and 7 p.m.

NOV. 10
NOVEMBER FOOD SHELF CHALLENGE: 

On Friday, Nov. 10, from 
11a.m. to 2 p.m.. Concordia 
students will collect nonper-
ishable food donations in 
Seward. If you live in Seward 
and want to contribute, put 
food donations tied up in a 
plastic bag and leave by your 
front door. Items collected 
will be distributed between 
St. John’s Christ Cupboard 
and Concordia’s Help Your 
Shelf. By collecting 500 items 
in this November Food Shelf 
Challenge, Concordia will 
receive $500 (from Thrivent 
Member Network – Nebras-
ka Region) for Concordia’s 
Help Your Shelf food shelf. If 
students miss picking up your 
contribution, contact Julie.
Hermann@cune.edu.

NOV. 10 – 11
LIBRARY CLOSED: The Seward 

Memorial Library will be 
closed for Veterans Day on 
Friday, Nov. 10, and Saturday, 
Nov. 11.

NOV. 11
SEWARD METHODIST CHURCH 

BAZAAR: The Sweet Treats 
Cafe at the Seward United 
Methodist Church is open 
from 8:30 a.m. to noon 
offering beverages and baked 
goods for a free-will offering. 
A free cinnamon roll and 
beverage will be provided 
to all veterans. The bazaar 
gift shop will be open from 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. provides a 
wide variety of handcrafted 
gift items, seasonal décor, 
attractive and warm blankets 
and quilts and homemade 
food items, including frozen 
take-n-bake casseroles. Items 
can be purchased using cash, 
checks or credit card (with a 
3% convenience fee).

NOV. 12
FALL BAZAAR: A fall bazaar will 

be Sunday, Nov. 12, from 11 
a.m. to 1 p.m. at the St. Paul 
Lutheran School gym in Uti-
ca. Vendors will have crafts 
for sale, along with a quilt 
raffle, a bake sale and soup 

and cinnamon rolls available 
for a free-will donation. Pro-
ceeds will benefit the student 
activity fund.

CULTURE OF ISRAEL PRESENTATION: 
Israel is a country considered 
the biblical holy land by 
Christians, Jews and Muslims. 
It is a culturally rich country 
torn by military and political 
conflict. On Sunday, Nov. 
12, at 2 p.m., at the Seward 
Memorial Library, Cindy 
Winter will talk about her 
experiences of living in Israel 
for 10 years while attending 
the University of the Holy-
land and volunteering in the 
Old City of Jerusalem. 

NOV. 13
BILLY TROY PERFORMANCE: Musi-

cian/comedian Billy Troy will 
entertain Monday, Nov. 13 
at 12:30 p.m. at the Milford 
Senior Center. Whether it’s 
music from the 50s, 60s 70s 
from performers ranging 
from Merle Haggard to Paul 
McCartney, he does it all. The 
public is invited to come for 
lunch and stay for the show.

NOV. 14
GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP MEETS: 

Tabitha hosts a grief support 
group the second Tuesday of 
every month from 5 to 6:30 
p.m. at St. Andrew’s Episcopal 
Church in Seward. To register, 
call Tabitha at (402) 362-
7739.

NOV. 15
GRIEF SUPPORT: A GriefShare 

one-time event on “Surviving 
the Holidays,” sponsored by 
St. John Stephen Ministry, will 
be Wednesday, Nov. 15, from 
7 – 9 p.m. in the Heritage 
Room at St. John Lutheran 
Church in Seward. To find out 
more about this event, call 
Mary Ann Steinbeck at (402) 
499-6618 or Deaconess Jeri 
at (402) 643-2983. Registra-
tion is required by Wednes-
day, Nov. 1, to reserve the 
Survival Guide, which will be 
supplied free of charge.

ONGOING
DECOR DAYS: Fall Décor Days 

will begin Wednesday, Nov. 
1, and run until Thursday, 
Nov. 30, in the lower level of 
the Seward Memorial Library 
during normal operating 
hours. This event will have 
great deals on knick-knacks, 
accessories, floral baskets, 
etc., for people who love to 
decorate for the holidays.

PICKLEBALL: Pickleball will be 
played at Hillcrest Evangelical 
Free Church every Tuesday, 
beginning Nov. 7, starting at 5 
p.m. and run through March. 
For more information, email 
jhughes62@hotmail.com.

ART CLASSES AT CUNE: Area ele-
mentary and middle school 
students are invited to attend 
art classes from 9 to 11 a.m. 
Saturday mornings in the 
Brommer Art Center, room 
123, on Concordia Univer-
sity’s campus. The sessions, 
available to pre-kindergar-

ten through eighth-grade 
students, will be taught by 
Concordia students. Dates 
are: Nov. 4, Kindergarten; 
Nov. 11, first and second 
grades; Dec. 2, third and 
fourth grades; and Dec. 9, 
fifth through eighth grades. 
There are 25 seats available 
per session and each student 
is required to pay a $5 fee 
for registration and supplies. 
Children should be dressed 
in clothes that can get messy. 
For more information, contact 
Kay Rohren at (402) 643-
7202 or email kay.rohren@
cune.edu. This is especially 
important if a child has aller-
gies. Registration is available 
online at go.cune.edu/satur-
dayartfall23.

AFTER-SCHOOL PROGRAMS: 
Programs run until Nov. 2 
at the Seward Memorial 
Library. Each program begins 
at 4 p.m. and lasts for 45 
minutes. Stop by or call the 
library to register. Tuesdays 
are LEGOS ® Adventures for 
K-4th grades; Wednesdays 
are Nature Adventures, K-4th 
grades; and Thursdays are Art 
Adventures, 2nd- 8th grades.

FOOD BANK: The Lincoln Food 
Bank will distribute food from 
the St. John Lutheran Church 
fellowship hall on the second 
Tuesday of each month, from 
4:30 - 5:30 p.m.

FARMER’S MARKETS: The Seward 
Farmer’s Market will be every 
Wednesday from 5 to 7 p.m. 
and Saturday from 8 a.m. 
- noon on the courthouse 
square in Seward through 
October.

TECH TIME THURSDAYS: Kelly 
Moore has volunteered to 
help people become more 
comfortable with technology 
at the Milford Senior Center 
every Thursday from 9 a.m. 
to noon. Sign up sheets are 
available at the center or call 
(402) 761-3367 to reserve a 
time.

G.I. CUP OF JOE: A veterans coffee 
will be every Wednesday 
from 7:30 – 9:30-ish at the 
Spare Time Lounge in Seward.

AA MEETING: For women from 
9 – 10 a.m. every Saturday at 
the Seward Civic Center.

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS, AL-ANON 
MEETINGS: Alcoholics Anon-
ymous groups will meet at 
the following times: Mondays 
at noon at the Civic Center 
in Seward; Tuesdays at 7:30 
p.m. at Faith Lutheran Church 
in Seward; Wednesdays at 
7:30 p.m. at the Civic Center; 
Thursdays at 7:30 p.m. at the 
Bellwood Mennonite Church 
in Milford; Fridays at 7:30 
p.m. at the Civic Center; 
Saturdays at 7:30 p.m. at the 
Civic Center; and Sundays 
at 9 a.m. at the Civic Center 
and 7 p.m. at Faith Lutheran 
Church in Seward. Al-Anon 
meetings are scheduled at 
7:30 p.m. Thursdays at the 
Bellwood Mennonite Church 
in Milford and at 7:30 p.m. 
Fridays at the Civic Center in 
Seward. 

COFFEE AND FELLOWSHIP: Come 
for coffee and fellowship 
Monday through Friday from 
8 to 11 a.m. at the Milford 
Senior Center. Coffee, tea, 

pastries and other treats are 
served.

LUNCH SERVED AT MILFORD SENIOR 
CENTER: Lunch is served Mon-
day through Friday at noon 
at the Milford Senior Center. 
Reservations must be made 
one day in advance by calling 
or leaving a message at (402) 
761-3367. Meals for seniors 
ages 60 and older have a 
suggested contribution of $7 
for regularly scheduled meals. 
Meals for guests under age 60 
are $8. All are welcome.

YOGA CLASSES: Different yoga 
classes are offered weekly 
at the Milford Senior Center, 
led by Kelly Haney. Offerings 
include: Adapted Yoga on 
Mondays at 9 a.m.; Assisted 
Yoga on Wednesdays at 9 
a.m.; using a chair for poses 
on Thursdays at 2 p.m. and 
Next Level Yoga on Fridays 
at 9 a.m.

TAI CHI CLASSES: Join Tai Chi 
classes on Tuesdays at 10 
a.m. at the Milford Senior 
Center. Enhance your muscle 
strength, flexibility, balance 
and aerobic conditioning.

TOPS MEETS WEEKLY: TOPS (Take 
Off Pounds Sensibly) meets 
weekly on Thursdays at the 
Seward Civic Center. TOPS 
is a weight management 
support group. Weigh-in 
begins at 11:15 a.m. and the 
meetings are from noon to 
12:30 p.m. The initial meeting 
is free.

The 117th annual 
GFWC NFWC District 
IV Convention was held 
at the Seward Civic 
Center Oct. 18 with an 
all-day meeting under 
the theme “Fall into the 
Volunteer Spirit.”

The meeting was host-
ed by the GFWC Seward 
Womans Club.

The First Credential 
Report was presented by 
Elaine Oldehoeft, NFWC 
District IV Treasurer, 

and Rene’ Chandler. The 
District IV Parliamen-
tarian gave a Presen-
tation of Convention 
Rules. Donna Lefler, the 
District IV secretary 
from the GFWC Fair-
mont Woman’s Club, 
made a presentation of 
the program and Pat 
Gage of Aurora, a past 
president of District IV, 
introduced the officers 
and the guests at the 
convention. 

The featured program 
was the GFWC NFWC 
State President, Karen 
Crandall of the GFWC 
Papillion Women’s Club. 
She spoke on the activi-
ties of the GFWC and the 
NFWC and updated the 
members on the status 
of the various GFWC 
NFWC Projects of note.

Nelson shared the 
“Spotlight on Clubs” 
session and updated the 
members on the District 

IV Chairman activities 
and awards.

A special “Coin 
March” donation was 
presented with the funds 
directed to the Seward 
Foster Friends program. 

A check for $8,000 
was presented to Lisa 
Fox, with the Dr. Susan 
LaFlesche Foundation 
on behalf of the GFWC 
Nebraska Federation 
of Women’s Clubs as 
a partial pledge to the 

“Dr. Susan” Center on 
behalf of the members 
of the GFWC NFWC. 
The GFWC has collected 
donations from the mem-
ber clubs and districts, 
sponsored two celebrity 
luncheon raffles and 
several high school quiz 
bowl contests to raise 
funds.

The election of the 
District IV Officers for 
2024-2026 was held with 
the members elected to 

serve for the new term of 
the next two years.

The meeting end-
ed with an auction of 
homemade goods and 
donated items to support 
the work of the GFWC 
NFWC District IV. Over 
$500 was raised at the 
auction to fund the activ-
ities of the membership 
in NFWC District IV. 

GFWC Seward Womans Club hosts district convention
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CongratsCongrats
MALCOLM MALCOLM 
CLIPPERSCLIPPERS

MALCOLM DISTRICT C1-5
#4 Malcolm Clippers (27-4) vs. #5 Pierce Bluejays (30-3) 

Pinnacle Bank Arena • Lincoln, NE • Wednesday, Nov. 1 • 3 p.m.

State Volleyball Qualifiers!

905 Main Street • Seward, NE
402-643-6565

www.bellchiropracticseward.com

238 S. 2nd St.
Seward, NE 68434

402-430-1183

Cory Mueller

www.cattlebank.com

The Magic Starts Here!The Magic Starts Here!
402-643-3777

www.davissonfurniture.com

★ ★★ ★ ★ ★★ ★ ★ ★★ ★  OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK ★ ★ ★ ★ ★★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★★

Furniture Center
Davisson
2767 Progressive (South Hwy 15) • Seward, NE2767 Progressive (South Hwy 15) • Seward, NE

215 North 6th u Seward, NE u 402-643-3229
Central Downtown Location

Beer • Pop • Gas

FAST MART
Hours:

Mon thru Sat - 5 a.m.-Midnight • Sunday - 7 a.m.-Midnight

418 Seward St. • Seward, NE
402-643-4557 • gbecpa.com

Gabriel, Burger & Else, CPA

Seward | Utica | Milford
402-643-2971 | www.mhcs.us

PAC ‘N’ SAVE 
DISCOUNT GROCERY 

We Are Local. We Are Family.

1519 WEST HWY 34 
SEWARD, NE • 402-643-6609

Call Us
402-643-6669

or
800-873-6669

222 South 5th • Seward

145 N. 5th • Seward
402-643-2911

suhrlichty.com

Seward • Dwight
402-643-2924

zabkafuneralhome.com

Phil Wurst
insurance

222 S. 5th St. • Seward
402-643-4772

—— Since 1966 ——

SVOBODA
CHIROPRACTIC

306 S. 4th St. #200
Seward, NE

402-643-4244SewardNebraskaTourism.org

SEWARD DISTRICT B-7

#2 Elkhorn Elks (28-7) vs. #7 Seward Bluejays (26-7)
Pinnacle Bank Arena • Lincoln, NE • Wednesday, Nov. 1 • 9 a.m.

Photo by Doug Carroll

Seward’s district champion volleyball team includes, from left: (front row) Kennedy Limback, Libby Kratochvil, Gabe Cepek, Emme Brauer 
and Kelsey MIller; and (back row) Grace Brees, Rilyn Hiser, Addy Heaston, Mikayla Miller, Abby Covalt, Alaina Bartels, Jackie Eberspacher, 
Karsyn Fields and Kennedy Dominy.

Photo by Doug Carroll

Malcolm’s district champion volleball team includes, front row, left to right: Jordan Brown, Madison Schultz, Abby Zegar, Camry Sehi, and 
Mattie Kucera. Back row: head coach Amber Dolliver, Halle Dolliver, Rachel Lannin, Isabel Stenger, McKenna Powell, Baylor Bratrsovsky, 
Jenna Schweitzer, Callie Schroeder, Laurel Johnson, Anna Grace Christensen and assistant. coaches Kelsey Rezny and Chad Eichenberger.

SEWARD SEWARD 
BLUEJAYSBLUEJAYS
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Lechtenberg
Elaine “Lainey” Mar-

garet Lechtenberg was 
born Oct. 19, 2023, to Na-
than Lechtenberg and 
Grace (Halder) Lecht-
enberg of Fort Calhoun 
at Methodist Fremont 
Health in Fremont.

She weighed 7 lbs, 2 
oz. and was 20.5 inches 
long.

Her grandparents 
are Randy Halder and 
Lori Shriner of Seward 
and Kevin and Kelly 
Lechtenberg of Omaha. 
Great-grandparents are 

Wayne and Patsy Saw-
yer of Delhi, Iowa.

Birth

Elaine (Lainey) 
Margaret Lechtenberg 

Mook
Wilma Mook of 

Seward will celebrate 
her 95th birthday 
Thursday, Nov. 9.

To help her celebrate, 
cards may be sent to 
500 Heartland Park Dr., 
Apt. 44, Seward, NE 
68434.

Birthday

Wilma Mook

Nebraska Music Education Association 
The Nebraska Music Education Association has 

announced the high school students selected to par-
ticipate in the 2023 Nebraska All-State Ensembles. 
Selected from Seward High School were 

Band—Izzie Peetz, baritone saxophone; and 
Alexander Foulk, percussion.

Orchestra— Kayla Albright, Violin II
Chorus—Sophia Matthias, Soprano I; Kyla No-

vak, Soprano 1; Brynlie Robbins, Soprano 1; Kiele 
Maslund, Soprano 1; Callie Breece, Alto 1; Madison 
Sides, Alto 1; Ella Mohnike, Alto II; Hannah Bi-
erbaum, Alto II; Kreyton Roth, Tenor 1; Domenic 
Artigas, Bass II; Sjoen Munk, Bass II

Selected from Malcolm High School were:
Chorus—Madison Pavlik, Alto II; and Alex Paid-

er, Malcolm, Bass 1
Each year more than 2,000 of the best musicians 

in the state in grades 9-12 audition for placement in 
one of four available ensembles. Selection in one of 
these groups is one of the highest musical honors 
attainable in Nebraska. These selected students 
will take part in the 2023 Nebraska All-State 
Ensembles on Nov. 16-18 on the University of Ne-
braska-Lincoln campus. This will include several 
rehearsals with nationally recognized conductors 
during the NMEA Conference/In-Service Clinic. 
Each ensemble will perform in concerts on Satur-
day, Nov. 18, at the Lied Performing Arts Center.

Concordia University, Nebraska
Concordia University’s theatre department will 

perform the musical, “The Addams Family,” in 
Weller Hall on Nov. 4 – 5 and Nov. 10 – 12. Cast mem-
bers include Samuel Matthias and Anna Royuk, 
both of Seward.

Students

The Seward Rotary 
Club annual sponsors 
a free dictionary for all 
third grade students 
in the greater Seward 
area, presenting dictio-
naries at St. Vincent de 
Paul, Our Redeemer Lu-
theran in Staplehurst, 
Centennial Elementary 
in Utica, St. Paul Lu-
theran in Utica and 
Seward Elementary in 
Seward.

The members of the 
Seward Rotary Club 
personally deliver the 
dictionaries to the 
students and share the 
positives about own-
ing a dictionary. Each 
student is encouraged 
to write their name in 
the dictionary and use 
it during their school 
years.

Teachers involved 
with the program 
included Amanda 
Clouse, Michelle Smith, 
Suzanne Paseka, Beth 
Bohuslavsky and Brit-
tney Carroll, all at the 
Seward Elementary, 
Marilyn Bohaty at St. 
Vincent de Paul School, 
Charity Schafer at Our 
Redeemer in Staple-
hurst, Roberta Luce 
at St. Paul Lutheran 
in Utica, and Chrystal 
Jorgensen and Molly 
Jablonski at Centennial.

The Truman Prange 
family presents the dic-
tionaries to the students 

of St. John Lutheran 
School in Seward as a 
memorial to their par-
ents, the late Esther and 
Truman Prange. Also, 
the Milford Kiwanis 
buys and donates the 
dictionaries to the Mil-
ford third grade.

Rotarians presenting 
dictionaries include 
Chuck and Jan Matzke, 
Clark Kolterman, Greg 
Zabka, Mark Kolter-
man, Ben Spirk, Shelly 
Nitz, Jonathan Met-
schke, Ron Niemoth and 
Bea Niemoth . 

“This is a project we 
have promoted for years 

and happy to fund,” 
Rotary President Ben 
Spirk said. “Several 
years ago, because of 
the Covid pandemic, we 
were not able to pres-
ent the dictionaries in 
person. To deliver them 
in person and share the 
value of the dictionar-
ies is wonderful – the 
members of the Rotary 
Club enjoy meeting and 
sharing the offerings of 
a dictionary with each 
student.” 

The dictionary 
distributed is “The 
Best Dictionary for 
Students,” and features 

over 10,000 words with 
simple, child friendly 
definitions, plus pro-
nunciation and parts 
of speech, additional 
information about 
punctuation, the nine 
parts of speech, weights 
and measures, longest 
word, Roman numeral, 
sign language, braille, 
periodic table of ele-
ments, multiplication 
table and a map of the 
United States and the 
state capitols. 

For more information 
on the program, visit 
Dictionary Project at 
dictionaryproject.org. 

Rotary delivers dictionaries to third graders

COURTESY PHOTO

Seward Elementary third graders in Beth Bohuslavsky’s class are presented free dictio-
naries by Rotarians Mark Kolterman and Greg Zabka.

It was one of the coldest week-
ends of the fall season, but the 
GFWC Seward Woman’s Club 
still hosted and sponsored Make 
A Difference Day Oct. 27 and 28 
throughout the community of 
Seward.

The club members collected 
food stuffs for the five area food 
pantries in the greater Seward 
area. Make a Difference Day is 
an effort involving volunteers 
and promotes the spirit of volun-
teerism, encouraging others to 
assist with a variety of service 
projects throughout the nation 
and statewide. 

The GFWC Seward Women’s 
Club membership felt this annu-
al all-volunteer effort supports 
feeding the hungry, especially 
children.

The GFWC Seward Woman’s 
Club hosted collection sites at 
food outlets in Seward including 
Pac ‘N’ Save and Walmart. Club 
members collected the food and 
then sorted it and supervised 
the distribution to the five area 
pantries.

The food stuffs and cash 
donations were collected over a 
period of two days and delivered 
to a central collection point, 

where local clubwomen sorted 
and divided the food for each of 
the area pantries.

Pick-up loads of food were 
collected because of the generos-
ity of the community and area 
shoppers. 

Assisting the GFWC Seward 
Women’s Club members in the 
collection were also family mem-
bers. These family members and 
spouses not only assisted with 
many of the collection of food 
but helped with the food sorting 
duties as well.

“We did have pick-up beds full 
of food stuffs,” GFWC member 
Bonnie Kruse said. “People in 
the area have been most gen-
erous, especially with the high 
cost of food today and the infla-
tion factor. This project will be 
a blessing to many for months 
to come and we thank everyone 
who donated this week-end.”

“We are always overwhelmed 
with the generosity of the com-
munity and their gifts of food 
for the less fortunate,” GFWC 
Seward Woman’s Club President 
Angela Belew said. “Our mem-
bers of the GFWC Seward Wom-
en’s Club are happy to assist in 
this time of need, even if we had 

to stand outside in the cold! The 
GFWC members know that these 
food gifts will help feed families 
in coming weeks and also make 
the Thanksgiving Holiday even 
more special.”

“Our club members really 
appreciated the assistance 
offered by our family members, 
who helped in the food collection 
process,” member Ellen Chaffin 
said. “They not only helped col-
lect the food during the day, they 
stayed to assist in unloading and 
sorting the food stuffs for the 
five area food outlets- and it was 
not the most pleasant of days for 
the campaign.”

All the area food pantries in 
the Seward area were the recip-
ients of boxes and cans of food, 
along with paper products to as-
sist the less fortunate in the com-
munity. Food and paper products 
were donated to Blue Valley 
Community Action, FoodNet, 
St. Vincent de Paul community 
food pantry, St. John Lutheran 
Church Christ’s Cupboard food 
pantry and the Beaver Crossing 
Food Pantry.

Woman’s club event collects for food pantries

Concordia University students 
will be working in the Seward 
community to collect non-perish-
able food donations as part of the 
November Food Shelf Challenge 
service project on Friday, Nov. 
10, from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.

This service project is one of 
many happening as part of the 
Beautiful Feet Mission Confer-
ence, which will take place at the 
university that weekend.

The Beautiful Feet Mission 
Conference brings together guest 
speakers and mission organiza-
tions to equip students through 
session topics, small group con-
versations, mission organization 
exploration, service projects and 

worship, all with the purpose of 
sharing the love of Jesus with 
others.

This year's event features 
keynote speaker Rev. Greg Finke, 
a graduate of Concordia Uni-
versity, Chicago, and Concordia 
Seminary, St. Louis. He is the 
founder and executive director 
of Dwelling 1:14 and author of the 
"Joining Jesus" series.

"If you live in Seward and 
would like to contribute food 
items, please place donations in 
a tied plastic bag and leave them 
by your front door on Nov. 10," 
said Concordia Nebraska Direc-
tor of Global Opportunities Julie 
Hermann. "Items collected will 

be distributed to the St. John's 
Lutheran Church Christ's Cup-
board food pantry and to Concor-
dia Nebraska's Help Your Shelf, 
an area where students can 
access food items and personal 
care items free of charge. 

“This is a wonderful opportu-
nity our students to facilitate the 
collection of much-needed items 
to benefit those with food insecu-
rity in our community."

CUNE seeks help with Food Shelf Challenge 

Announce your Announce your 

SPECIAL SPECIAL EVENTSEVENTS
Anniversaries, Graduations, Birthdays, etc.Anniversaries, Graduations, Birthdays, etc.

402-643-3676

129 S. 6th St.
P.O. Box 449
Seward, NE 68434

WE PRINT IT ALL...
note pads • copies • letterheads • invitations
thank-yous • posters • brochures • banners 

envelopes • yard signs • business cards • etc.

402-643-3676

129 S. 6th St.
P.O. Box 449
Seward, NE 68434

PUBLICPUBLIC
NOTICESNOTICES

Your Right to Know

Thank you to everyone for the kindness 
shown to our family after the passing of our 

wife and mother, Marian Leff.
Anyone who would like to 

send condolences, please send cards to:
Don Leff 

215 Pickett Ridge Rd 
Kirbyville, MO 65679

Whether 
you kept us in your 

thoughts and prayers, sent a 
lovely arrangement, gave a memorial 

donation, brought over food or helped 
out in any way, your love and kindness 

brought us great comfort and will 
always be remembered.

The family of Geraldine Haase
Charles Haase

Gary, Julie Schaefer
Randy, Diane Forst

Terry, Elaine Richters
Mike, Lorraine Leininger

Chuck, Melissa Haase
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EMILY HEMPHILL/SCI

Kyla Novak, second from left, offers a solo on the Vocal 
Performance choir’s eight-part a capella piece “I Am Glad” 
on Oct. 23.

EMILY HEMPHILL/SCI

The Mixed Choir performs at Seward High School’s Opening Night Oct. 23. The choir included both men and women 
who performed “For the Beauty of the Earth” and “Anyway” under the direction of Ben Rickert.

EMILY HEMPHILL/SCI

The SHS Show Choir shares “It’s a Beautiful Day” at Opening Night Oct. 23. The choir is polishing its five-song competition set for this year. The concert included small group per-
formances and a dinner. About 600 tickets were sold for the fundraising event benefiting the Friends of Choral Music and the SHS music department.

EMILY HEMPHILL/SCI

Madison Sides solos on “A Storm is Coming” with the Seward High Show Choir Oct. 23 during Opening Night.

Seward High presents...

Opening NightOpening Night

Organic Crop 
Improvement Associa-
tion Nebraska invites 
qualified high school 
or college students 
to apply for the 2024 
Organic Agriculture 
Scholarship Program. 

These scholarships, 
each valued at $500, 
are designed to empow-
er students pursuing 
degrees or certificates 
in agriculture, with 
a special emphasis 
on organic crop and 
livestock production, 
marketing and pro-
cessing.

Applications will be 
accepted through April 
1, 2024. 

To qualify, you must 
be a current FFA mem-
ber or former member, 
maintain a minimum 
GPA of 3.0 on a 4.0 scale 

and plan to obtain an 
agriculture-related 
degree from a two- or 
four-year higher educa-
tion program.

Endorsements are 
also required from an 
FFA advisor or voca-
tional ag instructor 
and an organic farm-
er who's at least 21 
years old and actively 
engaged in organic 
farming, certified by 
any USDA-approved 
organic certifier. 

Visit nebraskaocia.
org/2023-scholarship 
to access the applica-
tion guidelines and 
forms. 

For assistance, con-
tact Kim Mosel, OCIA 
Nebraska; Program 
Administrator at (402) 
620-2701 or email her at 
ociane1@yahoo.com.

OCIA Nebraska 
announces organic 
agriculture scholarships

PUBLIC NOTICESPUBLIC NOTICES STAY CONNECTED... IT’S YOUR RIGHT TO KNOW.
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BY STEPHANIE CROSTON
scroston@sewardindependent.com

For the second con-
secutive season, the 
Seward volleyball team 
will end the year in 
Lincoln.

The Bluejays (26-7) 
are the No. 7 seed in 
Class B and will play 
Elkhorn North (28-7) 
Wednesday, Nov. 1, at 9 
a.m. at Pinnacle Bank 
Arena.

Seward earned the 
spot by beating York in 
the subdistrict final and 
sweeping Beatrice in the 
district match.

The meeting with 
York was the fourth for 
the season, Coach Tom 

Pallas said.
“I thought overall we 

played well,” he said.
Seward won the 

match 25-23, 25-17, 23-25, 
25-19. Pallas said the 
key for Seward was its 
balance. The Jays had 
four hitters with at least 
five kills. He said the 
Bluejay defense did a 
better job getting touch-
es on York’s outside 
attacks than it did when 
the teams played in the 
Central Conference 
tournament.

Kelsey Miller notched 
21 kills to lead the of-
fense, and Abby Covalt  
picked up 26 digs. Jackie 
Eberspacher served five 
aces, as well.

“With the win, we got 
the opportunity to host 
a district final,” Pallas 
said.

Seward drew Beatrice 
as its district opponent. 
The Lady Orange were 
coming off a loss to 
Crete in their subdis-
trict and had lost to 
Seward in a triangular 
Sept. 28.

Pallas said Seward’s 
resilience showed in the 
match, a 25-19, 25-17, 26-
24 win. Seward trailed 
10-4 in the third set 
before battling back.

“The last two weeks 
we’ve been resilient,” 
Pallas said. “That shows 
and builds our confi-

BY HEATH KRAMER
Seward County Independent

Make it two in a row. 
The Malcolm volleyball 
team swept Centennial 
25-21, 25-17, 25-13 on Oct. 
28 to claim back-to-back 
district titles and two 
straight state tourna-

ment berths.
A scrappy Centen-

nial squad kept things 
interesting early on 
against the No. 4 Clip-
pers. The opening set 
was close throughout 
with Malcolm’s largest 
lead coming on the 
final point, a Broncos’ 

net violation.
“That’s how it goes 

for us sometimes,” Mal-
colm head coach Amber 
Dolliver said. “We don’t 
always get off to a great 
start. Centennial came 
out ready to go and 
played well.”

Malcolm started hot 
in the second set. The 
Clippers scored the 
first six points, three 
of which came on kills 
from Halle Dolliver. 
The sophomore – who 
earlier in the week 
broke the school’s sin-
gle-season kills record 
– finished the day with 
a match high 21 kills. 
Dolliver has the state’s 
all-class lead with 621 
kills this season.

“Halle has worked 
hard,” Coach Dolliver 
said. “She sees the floor 
well and tries to put 
herself in position for 
good swings. But we 
don’t get those oppor-
tunities without good 
team defense and ball 
handling.”

After a strong second 
set, the Clippers wasted 
little time putting away 
Centennial in the deci-
sive third set.

In addition to her 
big swings, Dolliver led 
the team with 11 digs 
and four service aces. 
Jenna Schweitzer and 
McKenna Powell each 
had a pair of aces while 
Powell also had 37 
assists from her setter 

STATEBOUND

STEPHANIE CROSTON/SCI

From left, Seward volleyball players Grace Brees, Addy Heaston, Libby Kratochvil (21), Jackie Eberspacher, Gabe Cepek, Kelsey Miller and Kennedy Limback celebrate SHS’s win 
over Beatrice Oct. 28 in the district championship.

DOUG CARROLL/SCI

Seward libero Abby Covalt dives for a dig during the Bluejays’ B-7 district championship 
victory over Beatrice Oct. 28.

Seward sweeps Beatrice in district championship

(CONTINUED ON 4B)

DOUG CARROLL/SCI

Malcolm’s Halle Dolliver dives for a dig against Centennial 
during the Clippers’ district � nal victory over the Broncos 
Oct. 28 in Malcolm.

Clippers rein in Broncos

(CONTINUED ON 4B)

DOUG CARROLL/SCI

Malcolm’s 
Logan McGreer 
tries to cut past 
a Chase County 
player durinng 
the Clippers’ 
home playo�  
victory over 
the Longhorns 
Oct. 27. Read 
more about the 
game on page 
4B.

Clippers 
hook 
Horns
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BY HANNA CHRISTENSEN
scireporter@sewardindependent.com

Near the end of September, the Nebraska Emer-
gency Rental Asistance program opened applica-
tions for its second round of financial assistance 
for rental and utility payments. 

The $48 million program is managed by the Ne-
braska Investment Finance Authority and funded 
by the U.S. Treasury Department’s second Emer-
gency Rental Assistance program. It was autho-
rized by the American Rescue Plan Act of 2021. 

Through the program, qualified households may 
receive up to $30,000 for past-due and future rent 
payments and past-due utility and internet pay-
ments. Assistance for past-due utility payments is 
capped at $4,000, assistance for future rent pay-
ments is capped at three months and no more than 
$100 can go toward past-due internet payments 
each month.

The program also provides housing stability 
services, which include relocation and rehousing 

efforts, specialized housing services for people 
with disabilities or older adults and services that 
enable households to maintain or obtain housing. 

These services may include eviction prevention, 
eviction diversion or mediation between landlords 
and tenants. 

NIFA Executive Director Shannon Harner said 
about a year has gone by since the last round of 
ERA assistance ended. She said the monetary sup-
port can be vital to people’s future success because 
when someone gets evicted, it can make it more dif-
ficult for them to be approved to rent in the future.

“What we really want to do is prevent people 
from having an eviction on their record or having 
some negative credit impact to the extent that we 
can,” Harner said. “That really makes a big differ-
ence in all other aspects of their financial life and 
what they’re able to do.”

Harner said it is rewarding to help people stay in 
their homes during trying times.

“We know how expensive rents have become 
through COVID-19 and how unaffordable it can 
be,” she said. “It’s nice to be able to help people 

through a tough time.”
To be eligible for the assistance, one must 
• be renting a residential property with a valid 

lease in Nebraska outside of Douglas and Lancast-
er counties, 

• have a household income at or below 80% of the 
area median income, 

• experienced a financial hardship during 
COVID-19, and 

• be a legal resident of the United States. 
Examples of valid financial hardships during 

COVID-19 include the loss of a job or reduced 
hours, increased rent or utilities or increased 
childcare costs or medical expenses.

Lancaster and Douglas xounties are excluded 
because they have their own ERA programs and a 
different application process.

Interested persons can learn more or apply to 
the program online at NebraskaRentHelp.org or by 
phone at 1-844-429-6575. Those who have questions 
or need assistance with the application can reach 
out to a local Community Collaborative.

Second wave of emergency past-due 
rent and utilities assistance available

Bonnie Kruse of 
Seward, a longtime 
member of the GFWC 
Seward Womans Club, 
was surprised at the Oct. 
18 GFWC Seward Wom-
ans Club meeting.

She was presented the 
50-year membership pin 
by the GFWC Seward 
Woman’s Club President 
Angela Belew, GFWC 
NFWC State President 
Karen Crandall of the 
Papillion and GFWC 
Past State President 
Jean Kolterman.

They each shared 
memories of working 
with Kruse over the 
years and how much 
they appreciated her 
loyalty and leadership at 
whatever task she was 
assigned.

As a member of the 
GFWC International 
Board of Directors, 
Kruse served as 2006-
2008 Resolutions 
Committee member, 
1998-2000 Community 
Improvement Program/
President’s Special Proj-
ect Committee member, 
1994-1996 GFWC Cultur-
al Exchange Program 
chairman, 1990-1994 

GFWC Nebraska Direc-
tor of Junior Clubs, and 
2000-2002 GFWC Nebras-
ka State President.

On the Regional level 
she served on the 1994-
1996 GFWC Mississippi 
Valley Region Finance 
and Budget Committee 
and the Committee to 
Approve Minutes of 
the 1992-1994 Admin-
istration. On the State 

level she has served as 
a member of the of the 
State Bylaws Committee 
and the GFWC Nebraska 
Federation of Women’s 
Clubs June Russell 
Scholarship Committee.

On the District level 
she has held the offices 
of President, Presi-
dent-elect, First Vice 
President, Secretary and 
District Junior Director. 

She served as District 
Arts Chairman and Per-
forming Arts Chairman. 
Her local club volunteer 
work has consisted of 
chairman of the Com-
munity Improvement 
Program, chairman of 
the Seward 4th of July 
Parade Committee, 
Youth Art Show chair-
man and Bloodmobile 
chairman.

Kruse initiated the 
Hugh O’Brian Lead-
ership program for 
Seward High School in 
1984, was a speaker for 
the 1986 State Seminar, 
and served as a judge for 
the 1991 State Selection 
Committee.

She has been a vol-
unteer reader for Quiz 
Bowl and has helped 
with the Sophomore Pil-
grimage for many years. 
She is also a member 
of the Grand Bahama 
American Women’s Club 
due to a friendship she 
made with Joyce Har-
rison who served with 
Kruse on the GFWC 
International Board of 
Directors.

When Kruse is on 
island during the winter 
months, she volunteers 
to help screen the sight 
and hearing of school 
children and assists the 
club in raising money 
for student scholarships 
and nonprofit organiza-
tions.

Kruse and her hus-
band Jon, who are both 
also members of Rotary, 
are also active with the 
Grand Bahama Rotary 

Club of Lucaya. After 
Hurricane Dorian, both 
the Seward Rotary Club 
and the Rotary Club 
Lucaya raised money 
to replace badly needed 
hospital beds.

The Kruses are 
members of St. John 
Lutheran Church in 
Seward, but Kruse also 
volunteers to teach Sun-
day school at Our Savior 
Lutheran Church in the 
Bahamas. All of this is 
the result of the initial 
friendship between 
Bonnie and Joyce made 
possible through GFWC 
and the support of the 
GFWC Seward Woman’s 
Club. 

According to Kruse, 
“The true blessing 
for me being a 50-year 
member has been the 
friendships I have made 
through GFWC and the 
opportunity to work 
with hundreds of volun-
teers over the years. It 
has been a great experi-
ence and I look forward 
to many more wonder-
ful experiences in the 
future, volunteering 
together.”

Member receives 50-year pin for membership with GFWC

COURTESY PHOTO

Bonnie Kruse of Seward was recently recognized for 50 years of membership in Seward’s 
GFWC Woman’s Club. Pictured are, from left, Angela Belew, president of the GFWC Seward 
Womans Club, Bonnie Kruse, Jean Kolterman, GFWC NFWC Past State President, and 
Karen Crandall, GFWC NFWC State President.

BY AMY HAUSMAN
amy@friendsentinel.com

Jazmin Lopez’s 
picture is on display 
on the ofrenda in her 
family’s home, but a 
space dedicated to her 
memory is now open at 
the Alps Bark Park in 
Seward. Lopez, a former 
employee of the dog 
spa and daycare, was 
the brains behind the 
outdoor play area that 
was unveiled on Sept. 
21 with a ribbon-cutting 
ceremony. The play area 
was named after Lopez, 
who passed away at the 
age of 19. 

Owner Scott Dinslage 
was joined by Lopez’s 
family including her 
parents Gerardo and 
Holly, and sister Leslie 
and identical twin sister 
Dani. 

“Jazmin always loved 
animals growing up,” 
Holly said. “She went to 
her grandpa and grand-
ma’s in Utica and they 
had goats, dogs, chick-
ens and kittens so they 
(her daughters) were 
always around that kind 
of environment.”

Jazmin would beg 

her parents to take ani-
mals home as a child. 

“My husband brought 
home a little black ball 
of fur and we named 
her Cookie and she was 
a schnoodle,” Holly 
said. “We also ended up 
getting a Boston terri-
er, Max and a poodle 
named Daisy when 
Jazmin was growing up, 
and the girls fell in love 

with them.” 
Lopez and her sisters 

also had a chinchilla, 
ferret and parakeets as 
children. She also stud-
ied agricultural science 
in high school and was 
active in FFA. 

“The FFA would have 
a petting zoo at the high 
school and she would 
help out with that,” 
Holly said. “Jazmin 

was very patient and 
was like a mother hen 
watching over the kids 
but still would partici-
pate with them, being 
a child herself. Jazmin 
was very in touch with 
nature.”

Holly and Lopez 
would groom the fam-
ily’s dogs together at 
home, and Lopez was 
the only one who could 

help Holly keep them 
calm. 

“Jazmin knew how 
to handle Cookie so 
she was calm and I 
could give her a proper 
haircut,” Holly said. 
“Jazmin was never 
afraid and just wanted 
to comfort the dogs.” 

When Lopez first 
started at the Alps, she 
was an adventure guide 
and took dogs for walks, 
cleaned the kennels, 
gave baths and moni-
tored group play. 

“There was this 
dog, Franklin, from 
the Alps, and when-
ever Jazmin was gone 
Franklin’s mom would 
text her and say that 
Franklin really missed 
her,” Holly said. “So 
the next time when she 
would go to work and 
see Franklin, he would 
literally dart towards 
her and just jump in her 
arms. Franklin’s mom 
actually came to the fu-
neral and that meant a 
lot. I never realized the 
close relationships she 
built with her clients.”

Lopez also enjoyed 
photography and would 
do pet photography 
during the seasonal hol-

idays at the Alps Bark 
Park.

“When she got the job 
at the Alps, she was just 
so proud and just ecstat-
ic to do something that 
she loved doing,” Holly 
said. “She just felt so 
successful in what she 
was doing. She took so 
many pictures of cuddle 
time and the photos just 
melted my heart.”

When Lopez moved 
out she rescued a dog 
named Lilly, who she 
was able to take to 
work and who became 
an introduction dog to 
welcome new dogs to 
the bark park and help 
them adjust. 

“Lilly was her ev-
erything,” Holly said. 
“That and family. You 
can tell the dog is griev-
ing too.”

Holly and her family 
appreciate everything 
the Alps Bark Park 
has done to honor their 
daughter and would 
encourage others to 
make time for their own 
families at home. 

“Life gets so busy,” 
Holly said. “It is im-
portant to spend time 
together.” 

Daughter, coworker 
remembered at Alps Bark Park

AMY HAUSMAN/SCI

Bunny, a guest in the outdoor play area at the Alps Bark Park, enjoys the new facility 
spaced named after former employee Jazmin Lopez.
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Traffic
Information taken 

from records filed with 
the Seward County 
court.

Oct. 9 – 20
Jory M. Pierce, 

29, Lincoln, expired 
in-transit decal, $50 
fine.

Eduardo S. Villar-
real Vega, 27, Grand 
Island, speeding 11-15 
mph interstate, $75 fine.

Daniel A. Morin, 51, 
Perryville, Arkansas, 
prohibited lane change, 
$25 fine.

Demea P. Carter, 37, 
Lincoln, speeding 11-15 
mph county/state, $75 
fine.

Simon N. Ortega, 22, 
Lincoln, speeding 11-15 
mph municipal, $75 
fine.

Samuel J. Bright, 22, 
Lincoln, speeding 11-15 
mph municipal, $75 
fine.

Hector V. Quino, 27, 

Crete, no operator’s 
license/waiverable, $75 
fine.

Anita M. Martin, 54, 
Friend, speeding 16-20 
mph county/state, $125 
fine.

Cole P. Costello, 28, 
Omaha, speeding 36+ 
mph interstate, $300 
fine.

Marlon Gomez Her-
nandez, 20, Crete, no 
valid registration-car/
pickup/stepvan, $25 
fine.

Tess E. Brauer, 16, 
Seward, speeding 11-15 
mph county/state, $75 
fine.

Nelson Girmus, 18, 
Milford, no valid reg-
istration-car/pickup/
stepvan, $25 fine.

Adam A. Tillgren, 
40, Urbandale, Iowa, 
speeding 6-10 mph 
interstate construction, 
$50 fine.

RRecordsecordsSeward County Independent
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Joseph D. “J. D.” or “Dale” Harris
Aug. 8, 1955 – Oct. 24, 2023

Joseph Dale “J. D.” or “Dale” Harris was born 
Aug. 8, 1955, to Iva (Miller) Harris and Harold 
“Jack” Harris in Bur-
well. He passed away 
Oct. 24, 2023, at home 
in Staplehurst after a 
seven-year battle with 
cancer. 

Dale grew up on a 
farm west of Taylor and 
graduated from Loup 
County High School in 
1973. After high school, 
Dale worked ranch-re-
lated jobs and at the Sar-
gent Alfalfa Dehy plant. 
On Oct. 15, 1977, Dale 
married his forever wife and love of his life, Marla 
Kay Bomberger. To this union, two wonderful and 
blessed children were born: daughter, Chelsy Jo 
and son, Justin Dale. 

In 1978, Dale was accepted into the Nebraska 
State Patrol. After training camp, he was assigned 
to Columbus, South Sioux City, and lastly serving 
25 years in Ainsworth. Dale's duties included 20 
years as a traffic trooper and over seven years 
in investigate services. During his patrol career, 
he served 25 years on the Hazardous Materials 
Team, 15 years on the SWAT team and 20 years on 
Executive Protection detail. 

He trained new troopers as a Field Training Of-
ficer and instructed courses for new recruits and 
troopers at the NSP Training Academy (hazmat, 
rope rescue and repelling) and at various SWAT 
trainings. Dale retired from the Nebraska State 
patrol on Dec. 31, 2005, after serving 27 and a half 
years.  

Dale was very active in the community, coach-
ing and assistant coaching Elks and Legion 
baseball programs, president and member of the 
Ainsworth Bulldog Booster Club, president and 
member of the Ainsworth Golf Course, member 
of BPOE Elks 1790 and the Sons of the American 
Legion, officer and member of the St. Paul Cham-
ber of Commerce and volunteer for the Colorado 
Springs Care and Share Food Bank. He also 
taught defensive driving tactics for the Nebraska 
Safety Council.

Dale started Harris Construction after retire-
ment. He had already built two houses for he and 
his family, plus remodeling other homes prior 
to retirement. He went on to build several more 
houses, including two more for he and Marla and 
one alongside his daughter and son-in-law. He was 
a phone call away when his children and friends 
had projects needing his help. Harris Construc-
tion was active from 2005 to 2022, when failing 
health forced him to retire from work completely.  

Dale loved to travel and enjoyed trips to Ja-
maica, Alaska, and across the United States from 
California to South Carolina with Marla, family, 
and dear friends.   

Dale is survived by wife Marla Kay Harris; 
daughter Chelsy Harris and spouse John Buell, 
step-grandchildren John and Tyler Buell, Colo-
rado Springs, CO; son Justin Harris and spouse 
MaKensey, grandchildren Koeyn Lynn and Jett 
Dexter Harris, Richmond Hill, GA; sister Wanda 
and spouse Brad Grasmick, Taylor, NE; brother 
Gene Harris, Burwell, NE; brothers Dell Harris 
and Terry Harris, Taylor, NE; mother-in-law 
Conni Bomberger, York, NE; sister-in-law Cortni 
Lavicky and spouse Kevin, Staplehurst, NE; spe-
cial nephews Jamison Fern and Cooper Fern, Sta-
plehurst, NE; and a host of nieces and nephews.

Dale was preceded in death by his mother, Iva 
Harris; father, Jack Harris, father-in-law, Marlin 
Bomberger; grandparents, Rosetta Peril Sinkler 
Miller, Carrol Ray Miller, Gladys Williams Harris 
and Aaron Harris. 

Dale proudly consented to the “Postmortem 
Tissue Donation from Prostate Cancer” research 
at the University of Nebraska Medical Center 
after his death. 

A memorial service will be at 10:30 a.m. Thurs-
day, Nov. 2, at the Event Center in Taylor with 
inurnment at Mount Hope Cemetery in Sargent. 
Memorial contributions are suggested to the 
family to be designated later for cancer research. 
Arrangements by Hitchcock Funeral Home in 
Burwell.

Linda M. Kriz
Feb. 19, 2003 – Oct. 22, 2023

Linda Marie Kriz was born Feb. 19, 2003, in Lin-
coln and passed away Oct. 22, 2023, in Brainard 
at the age of 20 years, 8 
months and 3 days. 

Linda was in foster 
care for the first eight 
years of her life. She 
was adopted May 26, 
2011, by Terry and 
Shelly (Vyhlidal) Kriz. 
Her mom courageously 
battled cancer and went 
to her heavenly home on 
Dec. 14, 2012.

Linda attended East 
Butler High School and 
graduated with the 
Class of 2021. She was 
known for her high-
pitched voice and her infectious laugh, which 
her sister, Millie, often made fun of her for. Linda 
had a deep passion for all animals, especially 
her cat, Pheobe, and she enjoyed her involvement 
in 4-H. She absolutely loved her job as a para at 
Bellwood Elementary School in the preschool 
classroom and found so much joy in her students 
and co-workers. In her free time, Linda enjoyed 
gaming and meeting new people. She was often 
known for her independence and being a home-
body. Linda spent a lot of time with her cousin, 
Reagan. She loved her family very much and 
would do anything for them. Linda was especially 
close and had a deep love for her dad. 

Linda was preceded in death by her mother, 
Shelly Kriz, and grandpa, Milo Vanis.

Survivors cherishing her memory include her 
father and step-mother, Terry and Julie Kriz, 
Brainard; sisters, Olivia Kriz and Millie Kriz; 
stepsiblings, Kelsey (Brady) Papineau, Kolby Baer 
and Kurtis Baer; brothers, Mathew Logsdon, Jon 
Logsdon, Matthew Pinkman, Michael Pinkman 
and John Pinkman; grandparents, Dean and 
Lynelle Kriz and Dave and Lyn Vyhlidal and Judy 
Vanis; and numerous aunts, uncles, cousins and 
friends.

Mass of Christian Burial was Oct. 30 at St. 
Francis Catholic Church in David City with 
inurnment at the Holy Trinity Catholic Cemetery 
in Brainard. In lieu of flowers, memorial contri-
butions are suggested to the Kriz family for future 
designations. Arrangements by Zabka-Perdue 
Funeral Home.

Marian Leff
Oct. 24, 2023

Marian Leff, 90, of Branson, Missouri, passed 
away Oct. 24, 2023. 

Marian and her hus-
band, Don, were mar-
ried 72 years on Sept. 
8. They farmed near 
Beaver Crossing and 
retired to Mercedes, 
Texas, and Branson. 

To this union were 
born two daughters, 
Darcy Lingwall, 
Seward, and Rhonda 
(Dennis) Kalmbrunn. 
Other survivors include 
four granddaughters, 
Tracy (Dan) Harnly, 
Brandy (Tim), Reis-
dorff, South Carolina, 
Jayme (Alex) Lowell, Lincoln, and Kelly Kalm-
brunn, Arizona; seven great-grandsons, Kody and 
Tiki Reisdorff, South Carolina, Tyson Reisdorff, 
Lincoln, Skye Harnly, Kansas City, Laken Harnly, 
Sioux City, Iowa, and Jack and Hudson Lowell. 
Lincoln; and nieces and nephews. She was preced-
ed in death by her granddaughter, Tracy Harnly; 
parents, George and Ann Bauer; brothers, Wilber 
(Tim) and Don Bauer. 

Marian loved shopping with her granddaugh-
ters, sports, fishing (she always caught the big 
one), bowling, blue rock shooting and dancing. 
Marian always found the good in people and even 
had a street named for her where she lived in Kir-
byville, Missouri. 

Marian lived a long life and gathered many 
friends she had great stories about. She will be 
missed.

Wayne Tannahill
Oct. 23, 2023 – Jan. 12, 1970

Wayne Tannahill, age 53 of York died Monday, 
Oct. 23, 2023, at York. He was born Jan. 12, 1970, 
to Merlin and Betty 
(Rucksdaeschel) Tanna-
hill in Seward. 

Wayne had worked for 
Sampson Construction 
in Lincoln for more than 
20 years. He was a Dodge 
enthusiast, enjoyed mu-
sic and collected coins 
and guns. He was a firm 
believer in the Ameri-
can Constitution.

Wayne is survived by 
his wife, Crystal; step-
daughter, Cara Schrader 
of York: brother, Gordon 
(Michelle) Tannahill of Bellevue; and nephews. He 
was preceded in death by his parents.

The funeral service was Oct. 27 at St. John’s 
Lutheran Church, south of Waco, with burial in 
the church cemetery. Memorial contributions are 
suggested to the family. Arrangements by Metz 
Mortuary, York.

Real estate

County court

Sheriff’s dept.

Information taken from records filed with the 
Seward County court.

Oct. 16 – 20
Samuel D. Karp, 30, Pacific Palisades, Califor-

nia, possess K2/synthetic one ounce or less first 
offense, $300 fine.

Bashar M. Athab, 18, Lincoln, speeding 11-15 
mph municipal, $75 fine; driving under suspen-
sion before reinstated, $100 fine.

William J. Rosno, Jr., 24, David City, DUI-alco-
hol second offense, $500 fine, 10 days jail, one year 
probation, revoked license 18 months and ignition 
interlock device ordered; carrying a concealed 
weapon, $500 fine and one year probation.

Information provid-
ed by the Seward Coun-
ty Sheriff's Dept. for 
activities Oct. 15 – 21.

Summary of calls:
911 misdials 2
Abandoned vehicle 2
Accidents w/injuries 

5
Auto thefts 1
Business check 2
Civil 1
Coroner call 1
Criminal mischief 2
Extra patrol 3
Field contact 3
Harassment 1

HHS intake 5
Medical calls 1
Miscellaneous 31
Motorist assist 6
Non-injury accidents 

1
Reckless driving 7
Security alarms 2
Traffic hazard-de-

bris 1
Traffic stops 66
Village ordinance 

violations 4
Village patrols 146
Warrant/arrest 1
Weapons offense 1
Welfare check 3Information taken from 

records filed with the Seward 
County clerk.

Oct. 19 – 25
ZBI, Inc., to Jacob L. Zimmer 

and Chantal Zimmer, a tract 
of land in the SE1/4 19-9-2. DS 
$76.50

Mark D. Bright and Sharon 
K. Bright to Nick E. Adams, Lots 
4-6, 9-10, Block 7 in Milford. DS 
$18

John D. Lorenz and Alice L. 
Lorenz to John D. Lorenz and 
Alice L. Lorenz, trustees, Lot 1, 

Block 2, Fairway Woods Addi-
tion to Seward. DS exempt

Ernest L. Hale and Diana L. 
Hale to Justin Vajgrt, all of Lot 
4 and part of Lot 3, Block 18, 
Dimery's Second Addition to 
Beaver Crossing. DS $56.25

Lacey Koch to Emunah Ahav, 
LLC, part of Lots 1 and 4, Block 
10 in Seward. DS exempt

ARRC Properties, LLC, to 
Golden Rule Contractors, part of 
Lots 8-9, Block 99, Harris, Moffit 
and Roberts' Addition to Seward. 
DS $157.50

BJMcVey, LLC, to DSFrank, 
LLC, part of Lot 9, Block 12 in 
Staplehurst. DS exempt

Barney W. Cool and Dawn K. 
Cool to Caleb Pongo and Cassan-
dra Hinrichs, a tract of land in 
the SE1/4 34-10-2. DS $1,113.75

Debbie A. Eberspacher to 
Matthew T. Laetsch and Michelle 
J. Laetsch, Lot 1, Block 3, Valley 
View Addition to Milford. DS 
$708.75

Amy D. Haberman to Centen-
nial Homes, LLC, Lot 1, Haber-
man Subdivision to Utica. DS $45

Police
Information provid-

ed by the Seward Police 
Dept. for activities Oct. 
19 – 25.

Summary of calls:
Abuse/neglect 1
Arrest/DUS 1
Accident w/injuries 2
Assault/domestic 1
City ordinance viola-

tion 4
Civil/property dis-

pute 2
Criminal mischief 2
Field contact 1
Fraud 3
HHS intake investi-

gation 1
Medical calls 1
Miscellaneous 27
Property lost or 

found 2
Protection order 

violation 1
Pursuit 1
Reckless driving 3
School bus stop arm 

violation 1
Suspicious vehicle/

person 2
Traffic control 1
Traffic stops 38
Trespassing 1
Welfare check 8

PUBLICPUBLIC
NOTICESNOTICES

Your Right
to Know
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dence.”
He said it was import-

ant to keep the errors 
low, and the Jays were 
able to do that, hitting 
over .300 for the match 
with just eight attack 
errors.

“Beatrice has beaten 
really good teams,” he 
said. “All three games 
we kept the pressure 
on. We did an excellent 
job of keeping unforced 
errors down.”

The match featured a 
lot of hustle plays, where 
neither team let the ball 
hit the floor. Pallas said 
Seward did a good job 
completing out-of-system 
attacks.

“I”m proud of how we 
came back,” he said.

Eberspacher hit a 
season-high 13 kills in 
the match to lead the 
offense. Covalt picked 
up 22 digs, and Libby 
Kratochvil delivered 28 
assists.

Pallas said the energy 
and enthusiasm from 
the bench were great to 
see.

“They were able to 
keep the energy up,” he 
said.

Next up for SHS in 
the first round of state 
is Elkhorn North. The 
Wolves are a tall, athlet-
ic team that will chal-
lenge the Jays.

“We look forward to 
the opportunity,” Pallas 
said.

Seward 3, York 1
SHS		  25	 25	 23	 25

YHS		  23	 17	 25	 19
	 ATTACKS (good-attempts-kills)—Gabi 
Cepek 21-24-6, Jackie Eberspacher 21-34-9, 
Alaina Bartels 16-20-3, Emme Brauer 2-3, Libby 
Kratochvil 8-9-2, Kennedy Limback 26-29-5, 
Kelsey Miller 40-45-21.
	 BLOCKS (solo-assists)—Cepek 1-4, Eber-
spacher 1-0, Bartels 1-1, Kratochvil 0-4, Miller 2-1.
	 SERVES (good-attempts-aces)—Abby 
Covalt 14-14-1, Eberspacher 18-18-5, Bartels 25-
28-1, Kratochvil 10-11-1, Limback 11-13, Miller 
12-13.
	 SETS (attempts-assists)—Cepek 1-0, Covalt 
22-5, Eberspacher 2-0, Bartels 2-0, Kratochvil 122-
36, Limback 6-3, Rilynn Hiser 2-0, Miller 2-0.
	 DIGS—Covalt 26, Eberspacher 6, Bartels 4, 
Brauer 3, Kratochvil 11, Limback 12, Hiser 8, Miller 
3.

Seward 3, Beatrice 0
SHS			   25	 25	 26
BHS			   19	 17	 24
	 ATTACKS (good-attempts-kills)—Cepek 
8-11-5, Covalt 4-4, Eberspacher 27-30-13, Bartels 
9-9-3, Kratochvil 7-7-3, Limback 27-28-8, Miller 
19-20-9.
	 BLOCKS (solo-assists)—Cepek 0-2, Eber-
spacher 1-0, Bartels 0-1, Limback 0-1, Miller 1-0.
	 SERVES (good-attempts-aces)—Covalt 
9-10, Eberspacher 13-13-1, Grace Brees 1-1, Bar-
tels 12-14-1, Kratochvil 7-7-1, Limback 18-18-1, 
Miller 9-11.
	 SETS (attempts-assists)—Covalt 10-3, 
Eberspacher 1-1, Brees 1-1, Bartels 2-1, Brauer 
2-1, Kratochvil 82-28, Limback 1-1.
	 DIGS—Covalt 22, Eberspacher 7, Brees 4, 
Bartels 2, Kratochvil 11, Limback 7, Miller 1.

position.
Malcolm advanced to 

the district final after 
sweeping Lincoln Chris-
tian in an Oct. 23 subdis-
trict opener, 25-17, 25-14, 
25-18, before beating 
Wahoo the next night, 
25-14, 25-23, 25-17. 

Dolliver had 23 kills 
in each of the two sub-
district matches. Callie 
Schroeder averaged 
eight kills per match in 
the three contests last 
week. Laurel Johnson 
averaged just under six 
kills per match.

“We try to take advan-
tage of what they give 
us on the other side of 
the net,” Dolliver said. 
“When we see a favor-
able matchup, that’s 
where we try to attack.”

After an opening 
round exit last year, the 
Clippers are looking for 
their first state tour-
nament win since 2016 
when they finished as 
the C1 runner-up.

As the No. 4 seed, 
Malcolm (27-4) will face 
No. 5 Pierce (30-3) in 
a Wednesday, Nov. 1, 
quarterfinal match at 
Pinnacle Bank Arena. 
The match is scheduled 
for 3 p.m. on the north 
court. 

“Playing at PBA is 
such a different atmo-
sphere than anything 
we experience all sea-
son,” Dolliver said. “I’m 
thankful our girls expe-
rienced it last year. This 
won’t be new for them.”

Malcolm 3, Centennial 0
Centennial		  21	 17	 13
Malcolm		  25	 25	 25
	 KILLS—Schroeder 9, Johnson 5, 
Dolliver 21, Powell 2, Brown 2, Lannin 2. 
	 BLOCKS—Schroeder, Johnson 2.
	 SERVES (aces)—Powell 2, Dolliver 
4, Schweitzer 2, Johnson, Zegar.
	 SETS (assists)—Schultz, Powell 37.
	 DIGS—Schultz 2, Schweitzer 5, 
Dolliver 11, Lannin, Zegar 7.

Malcolm 3 Wahoo 0
Wahoo		  14	 23	 17
Malcolm		  25	 25	 25
	 KILLS—Schroeder 6, Johnson 6, 
Dolliver 23, Lannin 3, Powell. 
	 BLOCKS—Dolliver, Brown.
	 SERVES (aces)—Schultz, Johnson, 
Dolliver 4, Powell.
	 SETS (assists)—Schultz 2, Sch-
weitzer, Powell 31.
	 DIGS—Schultz 7, Schroeder 4, Sch-
weitzer 2, Dolliver 8, Lannin 3, Brown, 
Zegar 5.

Malcolm 3, Lincoln Christian 0
LCS		  17	 14	 18
Malcolm		  25	 25	 25
	 KILLS—Schroeder 9, Sehi, Johnson 
6, Dolliver 23, Lannin 5, Powell, Brown. 
	 BLOCKS—Schroeder, Johnson 4, 
Dolliver 3, Powell 2.
	 SERVES (aces)—Johnson 2, Dolli-
ver, Powell.
	 SETS (assists)—Powell 39, Zegar 3.
	 DIGS—Schultz 6, Schweitzer 6, 
Johnson 2, Dolliver 19, Powell 7, Brown 
2, Zegar 14.

BY HEATH KRAMER
Seward County Independent

When it comes to 
playoff football, the 
mantra is to survive and 
advance.

Though it was at 
times ugly, No. 5 Mal-
colm was able to move 
forward in the Class 
C2 playoffs after a 20-12 
opening round victory 
over Chase County on 
Oct. 27.

On a cold and windy 
night, the Clippers 
struggled to grip the 
pigskin, coughing up 
the ball eight times. On 
its opening possession, 
the Clippers fell on 
their own fumbles three 
times.

“We have to take bet-
ter care of the ball,” Mal-
colm coach Scott Amen 
said. “Some of it was the 
conditions, but some of it 
is just lack of focus. We 
can’t have that.”

After a scoreless open-
ing frame, Dalton Amen 
got Malcolm on the 
board with a 10-yard run 
in the second quarter. 
Seeing his first action 
since an Oct. 6 injury, 
Amen led Malcolm with 
64 yards on 16 carries.

“We were careful with 
him,” Coach Amen said 
about his son. “But we 
were glad to have him 
back on the field.”

After the Malcolm 
defense stuffed the Long-
horns’ wishbone attack 
– keeping them from 
any first downs in the 
first half – the Clippers 
got the ball back with 
time for one more score. 
Maddox Meyer connect-
ed with Noah VanEvery 
from 18 yards out for the 
senior tight end’s first 
touchdown of the season.

“Coach (Matt) Cou-
fal put together a great 
plan for our defense,” 
Amen said. “A wishbone 
offense isn’t easy to pre-

pare for in just a week. 
But Matt always comes 
up with a solid plan, and 
we have smart football 
players that play with 
discipline.”

The Malcolm defense 
held Chase County to 
three first downs and 
150 total yards.

The Clippers’ ball 
handling woes created 
scoring opportunities 
for Chase County in the 
second half. A mishan-
dled punt fair catch by 
Preston Kucera was re-
covered at the Malcolm 
11-yard-line. 

The defense held 
again and the Clippers 
took over on downs just 
two yards from the goal 
line, only to give it right 
back. Meyer lost his grip 

on a third down scram-
ble, and Chase County’s 
Jaret Peterson grabbed 
the ball in midair and 
sprinted 10 yards to get 
the Longhorns on the 
board.

In the fourth quar-
ter, the speedy Logan 
McGreer got behind the 
Longhorns’ defense on a 
54-yard touchdown pass 
from Meyer that proved 
to be the game-winner.

Malcolm was in a 
familiar situation in 
the final minutes of the 
fourth quarter. After 
Chase County’s longest 
drive of the night, the 
Clippers’ defense once 
again kept the Long-
horns out of the end zone 
on fourth and goal when 
Cole Tiedeman picked 

off Malachi Christensen.
After penalties forced 

a third-and-23 from just 
outside the goal line, 
Meyer fumbled on a 
sneak play and Tyler 
O’Neil scooped it up and 
rumbled six yards to 
cut the Malcolm lead to 
20-12.

The Clippers recov-
ered a failed onside kick 
and ran out the clock to 
secure the win.

As the No. 5 seed, Mal-
colm (9-1) will travel to 
fourth-seeded Fillmore 
Central (10-0) for Friday, 
Nov. 3’s quarterfinal 
game.

“Like the team we 
just played, they’re big 
and physical,” Amen 
said. “We need to get 
healthy and stay healthy 

this week. It should be a 
great game.”

Malcolm 20, Chase County 12
Chase Cty	 0	 0	 6	 6	 12
Malcolm	 0	 12	 0	 8	 20

Second quarter
	 MAL—Amen 10 run (kick failed)
	 MAL—VanEvery 18 pass from M. 
Meyer (run failed)

Third quarter
	 CC—Peterson 10 fumble return (kick failed)

Fourth quarter
	 MAL—McGreer 54 pass from M. Meyer 
(Amen pass from Meyer)
	 CC—O’Neil 6 fumble return (run failed)

Team totals
	 MAL	 CC
First downs	 17	 3
Carries-yards	 43-130	 24-63
Comp.-att.-int.	 10-24-1	 6-15-3
Passing yards	 139	 87
Fumbles-lost	 8-3	 0-0
Penalties-yards	 11-94	 2-11

Individual stats
	 RUSHING—Amen 16-64, M.Meyer 17-57, 
McGreer 2-6, B. Meyer 4-6, Fox 3-4, Frank 1- -7.
	 PASSING—M. Meyer 10-24-1, 139 yds
	 RECEIVING—McGreer 5-97, Tiedeman 3-26, 
VanEvery 1-17, Amen 1- -1
	 TACKLES (Unassisted-Assisted-TFL)– M. 
Meyer 5-0-0, Schmidt 3-2-1, Fox 2-3-0, Tiedeman 
2-1-0, M. Wisnieski 2-4-0, England 2-4-0, Frank 
1-1-1, Burbach 1-0-0, Kucera 1-0-0, McGreer 0-1-0, 
B. Meyer 0-4-0, VanEvery 0-1-0, O. Little 0-1-0.
	 INTERCEPTIONS–Tiedeman 2, McGreer.

STEPHANIE CROSTON/SCI

Seward’s Kelsey Miller swings against York Oct. 24 in the subdistrict final.

(CONTINUED FROM 1B)

Seward

DOUG CARROLL/SCI

Malcolm’s Dalton Amen, right, and his teammates celebrate his second quarter touchdown against Chase County Oct. 27.

Malcolm stays alive with home win

(CONTINUED FROM 1B)

Malcolm

The Nebraska Coach-
es Association an-
nounced its super state 
and all-state selections 
for the 2023 cross county, 
girls’ golf and tennis.

Cross country selec-
tions were based on state 
championship perfor-
mances. The top times 
across all classes were 
named super state. Any 
athletes in the top seven 
of their class not part 
of the super state were 
named to the all-state 
teams.

Avery Carter and 
Lilly Kenning, both of 
Milford, were named 
to the Class C all-state 
teams.

NCA picks 
all state

Malcolm senior reflects on race
BY HEATH KRAMER

Seward County Independent

While every cross 
country meet is unique 
and each course has its 
own idiosyncrasies, the 
state championships 
in Kearney are a whole 
other animal. The 
crowds are big and loud. 
The course is hilly and 
crowded. The pressure 
is immense.

For Malcolm’s Bricen 
Wilkie, the Oct. 20 Class 
C boys race had a dif-
ferent outcome than the 
one he wanted. Coming 
off a fourth-place dis-
trict finish in which 
the senior ran his first 
ever sub 17-minute race, 
Wilkie placed 43rd at the 
state meet with a time of 
18:17.

“Obviously, I’m not 
pleased with how my 
race went,” Wilkie said. 
“Every runner has a bad 
day here and there. Mine 
came at a bad time.”

Wilkie was one of 119 
runners competing in 
the Class C boys’ race. 
Having qualified as an 
individual, he was the 
only Malcolm runner 
on the course on an 

unseasonably warm 
afternoon.

“It can be difficult for 
some athletes to go from 
running in cooler condi-
tions to, all of a sudden, 
having to run in hotter 
weather,” Malcolm 
coach Brie Walklin said. 
“I know Bricen fuels up 
and hydrates his body 
properly. It just didn’t all 
come together that day.”

While falling short of 
his goal to win a state 
medal, the two-time 
state qualifier had a suc-
cessful senior season.

“Sometimes when rac-
es don’t turn out the way 
we want, it gives you 
some doubt,” Walklin 
said. “That’s why I’m so 
glad he was able to have 
an amazing race the 
week before at districts. 
One tough race doesn’t 
define you. He can look 
back and see how his 
times got faster as the 
season went along. He 
should be super proud 
of what he was able 
to accomplish during 
his three years on the 
team.”

Wilkie sees the big 
picture and knows the 
sport has taught him 

lessons that go beyond 
what a stopwatch tells 
you.

“Cross country has 
helped me develop a 
good work ethic,” Wilkie 
said. “Hard works pays 
off. 

“I know God has a 
plan for me, even if it 
wasn’t to win a state 
medal. I give thanks to 
Him.”

More than 100 competitors descended upon Oak 
Creek Sporting Club in Brainard, for the eighth an-
nual Concordia Bulldog Sporting Invitational held 
the weekend of Oct. 21-22.

The Concordia University Shooting Sports team 
placed second high overall out of nine teams in the 
field. In a twist from many other collegiate shooting 
events, the Concordia Invite tested all athletes with 
200 sporting clay and 100 super sporting clay tar-
gets. Two Bulldogs came away with awards as Sam 
Blevins (91, 86) took third among males in sporting 
and Claire Kee (170/200, 86) earned second in sport-
ing and third in super sporting among females.

The final event of the fall portion of the 2023-24 
schedule will be the Waco Trap & Skeet Collegiate 
Invitational in Waco, Texas, Nov. 4-5. This will be the 
program’s first appearance at this particular shoot.

CU second in shoot
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BY STEPHANIE CROSTON
scroston@sewardindependent.com

If only.
If Centennial had 

been able to edge Mal-
colm in the first game of 
the Oct. 28 district cham-
pionship match, maybe 
the outcome would have 
been different, Coach 
Alex Anstine said.

“If we’d got the first, 
we’d have more fuel,” 
she said.

CHS didn’t win the 
first, however, and lost 
to Malcolm 25-21, 25-17, 
25-13 to end the season at 
22-11.

“Malcolm is a great 
team,” Anstine said. 
“Halle (Dolliver) is a 
great athlete.”

She said the Broncos 
talked all week about 
getting block touches 
on the Clippers’ attack. 
CHS finished with two 
solo blocks and four 
assists.

Centennial also strug-
gled with Malcolm’s 
serve, Anstine said.

“It was not our night,” 
she said.

Catelynn Bargen 
finished with seven kills 
in the match, and Cora 
Payne and Karley Naber 

had five each. Kate Lueb-
be served two aces and 
picked up eight digs.

The week started with 
the Broncos beating 

Fillmore Central 25-14, 
25-13, 25-23 Oct. 23 and 
then topping Fairbury 
26-24, 16-25, 15-25, 25-20, 
15-8 in the subdistrict 
final Oct. 24.

Anstine said Bronco 
errors let Fillmore Cen-
tral back into the match, 
but CHS was able to hold 
on. Payne and Naber fin-
ished with 11 kills each. 
Luebbe served two more 
aces, and Ella Wam-
bold had 15 digs and 32 
assists.

Against Fairbury, 
Anstine said, the Bron-
cos dug themselves into 
an early hole, trailing 9-1 
and 20-11 in the first set. 
It was more of the same 
in the second set, but 
CHS couldn’t dig out of 
that one, she said.

“Cora (Payne) and 
Catelynn (Bargen) strug-
gled, and we couldn’t 
find a rhythm,” Anstine 
said. “Kudos to the oth-
ers for stepping up.”

The team started 
out better in the fourth 
set and got going in the 
fifth, as well.

Averie Stuhr led the 
offense with 11 kills. 
Payne had two solo 

blocks, and Tyler Opfer 
served four aces. Naber 
had 24 digs and Molly 
Prochaska added 18.

The Broncos had lots 
to be proud of this sea-
son, Anstine said.

“We did really great 
things,” she said.

CHS will graduate 
five – Cora Payne, Molly 
Prochaska, Kate Luebbe, 
Karlie Naber and Brylie 
Streit.

Centennial 3, Fillmore Central 0
CHS			   25	 25	 25
FCHS			   14	 13	 23
	 ATTACKS (good-attempts-kills)—Cora 
Payne 15-17-11, Ella Wambold 5-7, Karley Naber 
25-29-11, Averie Stuhr 12-13-6, Catelynn Bargen 
22-23-7, Cheyenne Tonniges 10-11-5. Totals 89-
100-40.
	 BLOCKS (solo-assists)—Payne 0-3, Naber 
0-1, Stuhr 1-2, Bargen 0-3, Tonniges 0-2. Totals 
1-11.
	 SERVES (good-attempts-aces)—Payne 7-9, 
Wambold 15-17-1, Molly Prochaska 14-14-1, Kate 
Luebbe 12-13-2, Naber 9-11-1, Tyler Opfer 8-11. 
Totals 65-75-5.
	 SETS (good-attempts-assists)—Payne 
1-1, Wambold 69-69-32, Prochaska 1-1, Luebbe 
16-16-6, Naber 3-3-1, Opfer 3-3, Tonniges 2-2. 
Totals 95-95-39.
	 DIGS—Payne 2, Wambold 15, Prochaska 11, 
Luebbe 10, Naber 13, Stuhr 1, Opfer 3, Bargen 1, 
Tonniges 2. Total 58.

Centennial 3, Fairbury 2
CHS	 26	 16	 15	 25	 15
FHS	 24	 25	 25	 20	 8
	 ATTACKS (good-attempts-kills)—Payne 
23-32-9, Wambold 14-16-2, Luebbe 1-1-1, Naber 
45-53-7, Stuhr 22-26-11, Bargen 24-35-7, Tonni-
ges 9-10-3. Totals 138-173-40.
	 BLOCKS (solo-assists)—Payne 2-3, Naber 
0-1, Stuhr 1-3, Bargen 0-2, Tonniges 0-3. Totals 
3-12.
	 SERVES (good-attempts-aces)—Payne 10-
10, Wambold 17-18-3, Prochaska 15-16, Luebbe 
14-15-3, Naber 15-16, Opfer 19-20-4. Totals 90-

95-10.
	 SETS (good-attempts-assists)—Payne 2-2, 
Wambold 135-135-31, Prochaska 6-6-2, Luebbe 
12-12-3, Naber 7-7, Stuhr 2-2, Opfer 2-2, Bargen 
2-2. Totals 168-168-36.
	 DIGS—Payne 3, Wambold 7, Prochaska 18, 
Luebbe 10, Naber 24, Stuhr 3, Opfer 9, Bargen 1. 
Total 75.

Malcolm 3, Centennial 0
MHS			   25	 25	 25
CHS			   21	 17	 13
	 ATTACKS (good-attempts-kills)—Payne 
10-12-5, Wambold 3-5, Naber 22-23-5, Stuhr 
7-11-3, Opfer 1-1-1, Bargen 16-18-7, Tonniges 
3-10-1. Totals 62-80-22.
	 BLOCKS (solo-assists)—Payne 1-0, Naber 
0-1, Stuhr 1-2, Tonniges 0-1. Totals 2-4.
	 SERVES (good-attempts-aces)—Payne 5-8, 
Wambold 9-9-1, Prochaska 8-9, Luebbe 11-11-2, 
Naber 10-10-1, Opfer 4-5. Totals 47-52-4.
	 SETS (good-attempts-assists)—Payne 2-2, 
Wambold 54-54-18, Prochaska 1-1, Luebbe 10-10-
2, Naber 2-2-1, Stuhr 1-1, Opfer 2-2, Tonniges 2-2. 
Totals 74-74-21.
	 DIGS—Payne 1, Wambold 3, Prochaska 4, 
Luebbe 8, Naber 4, Stuhr 3, Opfer 2. Total 25.

BY STEPHANIE CROSTON
scroston@sewardindependent.com

After a heart-stopping 
last-second win last 
week at Gretna East, the 
Seward football team 
was looking to ride that 
momentum into the 
playoffs Oct. 27.

Hastings High had 
other ideas and ended 
the Jays’ hopes of a 
postseason run by a 35-6 
final in Seward. Seward 
finished the season 6-4.

“Hastings came out 
hot, and we were not 
able to move the ball the 
way we wanted to or get 
the stops we needed to 
win the game,” Coach 
Jamie Opfer said. “Foot-
ball can be a game of 
momentum at times, and 
we were unable to match 
their intensity Friday.”

HHS opened the scor-
ing with a 57-yard pass 
play in the first quarter 
and extended the lead on 
a one-yard run later in 
the period.

The lead was 21-0 
before the Bluejays 
found the scoreboard. 
Tresten Hass connected 
with Jack Vyhnalek on 
a 76-yard pass play. The 
point-after kick failed, 
leaving the Jays with six 
points.

Hastings added touch-

downs in the third and 
fourth quarters.

Seward finished the 
game with just 20 yards 
rushing on 25 carries. 
Hass completed 11 of 24 
passes for 124 yards and 
a touchdown.

On defense,Caden 
Schadwinkel finished 
with three solo tackles 
and 12 assists, while 
Josh Ringler added four 
solo stops and six as-

sists.
Despite the outcome 

Friday, Opfer was proud 
of his team and how it 
competed every day.

“Football is a little 
different than other 
sports, it’s not some-
thing that you can really 
do year round, and the 
amount of practice that 
you have compared to 
the number of games 
makes each and every 

game extremely import-
ant,” he said. “It can be 
a physical grind on your 
mind and body and our 
guys continue to re-
spond each week.”

He said this year’s 
seniors battled for four 
years and improved as 
players on the field and 
as people off it.

Because of injuries, 
Seward played more 
younger athletes this 

season, which makes 
Opfer excited for the 
future.

This year’s seniors 
are Conner Matzke, 
Caden Brooks, Reggie 
Sukup, Matthew Weg-
man, Kohltyn Lindau, 
Josh Ringler, Nolan 
Stanton, Carter Ernesti, 
Dustin Kloppel and Cole 
Luebbe.

Brooks, Sukup and 
Luebbe missed part or 
all of the season with 
injuries.

Hastings 35, Seward 6
HHS		 14	 7	 7	 7	 35
SHS		  0	 6	 0	 0	 6

First quarter
	 HHS—57-yard pass (kick good)
	 HHS—1-yard run (kick good)

Second quarter
	 HHS—6-yard run (kick good)
	 SHS—Tresten Hass 76-yard pass to Jack 
Vyhnalek (kick failed)

Third quarter
	 HHS—3-yard run (kick good)

Fourth quarter
	 HHS—9-yard pass (kick good)

Team totals
	 HHS	 SHS
First downs	 24	 9
Carries-yards	 35-179	 25-20
Comp.-att.-int.	 18-23-0	 11-24-1
Passing yards	 235	 124
Punts-avg.	 3-32.0	 3-35.66
Return yards	 29	 64
Fumbles-lost	 1-0	 5-1
Penalties-yards	 5-25	 2-20

Individual stats
	 RUSHING—Hass 11-(-2), Edison Knott 12-29, 
Brenden Ruth 2-(-7)
	 PASSING—Hass 11-24-1 145.
	 RECEIVING—Lathan Janousek 1-8, Hass 
1-6, Vyhnalek 4-102, Hayden Burhoop 2-12, Knott 
3-23.
	 TACKLES—Hass 2u, 2a; Matthew Wegman 
1a; Burhoop 1u; Knott 2u, 6a; Keyan Schadwinkel 
1a; Devon Perry 2u, 1a; Kolton Loos 3a; Ruth 3u, 
7a; Karson Dyer 1u, 2a; Max Briggs 1u, 4a; Kohltyn 
Lindau 3u, 6a; Josh Ringler 4u, 6a; Nolan Stanton 
6a; Jayden Hernandez 3a; Caden Schadwinkel 3u, 
12a; Barrett Wiesen 1u; Carter Ernesti 1a; Connor 
Sveeggen 1u, 2a.

Eagle 
season 
ends in 
opener

BY STEPHANIE CROSTON
scroston@sewardindependent.com

The Milford vol-
leyball team saw its 
2023 season come to 
a close Oct. 23 with a 
3-1 loss to Fairbury 
in the first round of 
subdistricts.

Milford lost 21-25, 
24-26, 25-15, 16-25.

“We came out a bit 
timid and Fairbury 
was playing with 
nothing to lose,” 
Coach Emily Restau 
said. “They got us out 
of system with their 
aggressive serving 
and attacking.”

The Eagles had 
chances in the second 
set, but key errors 
gave the Jeffs the 
win. In the third set, 
MHS played more 
aggressively and 
forced Fairbury out of 
system.

Hannah Reynolds 
led the offense with 
10 kills, and Sydney 
Burkey added nine 
to go with three solo 
blocks.

Kylie Jakub fin-
ished with 33 assists 
and 13 digs.

In looking at the 
2023 season, which 
finished with a 17-14 
record, Restau said 
the team talked about 
the process of a sea-
son and did a good job 
trusting that process.

“We were 7-12 
going into the last 
month of volleyball 
and ended our season 
17-14 with a con-
ference runner-up 
finish coming in as 
the sixth seed,” she 
said. “The girls really 
started to trust each 
other as everyone was 
doing their jobs to 
their best ability.”

Milford will 
graduate Paige Riley, 
Jaidyn Bell, Sarah 
Spahr and Madison 
Roth.

“We will miss our 
seniors next year as 
they were great role 
players,” Restau said. 
“They never gave 
up on themselves or 
their teammates and 
played their roles 
which in return made 
the team so much 
better.”

Fairbury 3, Milford 1
FHS	 25	 26	 15	 25
MHS	 21	 24	 25	 16
	 ATTACKS (good-attempts-kills)—
Kylie Jakub 10-12-4, Aubrey Burton 0-1, 
Sarah Spahr 22-24-8, Hannah Reynolds 
29-34-10, Sarah Reynolds 12-13-6, Madison 
Roth 16-20-4, Sydney Burkey 26-29-9. Totals 
115-133-41.
	 BLOCKS (solo-assists)—Jakub 0-3, 
Spahr 1-3, H. Reynolds 0-2, S. Reynolds 1-0, 
Burkey 3-4. Totals 5-12.
	 SERVES (good-attempts-aces)—
Brooklyn McDonald 1-2, Paige Riley 2-4, Kira 
Schweitzer 9-9, Libbie Reil 14-16-1, Jakub 
14-15, Spahr 7-7, H. Reynolds 18-19-1, S. 
Reynolds 15-15-1. Totals 80-87-3.
	 SETS (good-attempts-assists)—Sch-
weitzer 6-6-1, Jaidyn Bell 2-2-1, Reil 0-1, 
Jakub 110-110-33, H. Reynolds 1-1-1, S. 
Reynolds 1-1, Roth 2-2. Totals 124-125-36.
	 DIGS—Riley 10, Schweitzer 9, Bell 8, 
Reil 8, Jakub 13, Spahr 3, H. Reynolds 3, S. 
Reynolds 7, Roth 3. Total 63.

Tigers ground Jays in postseason

DOUG CARROLL/SCI

Seward’s Edison Knott looks to avoid Hastings High’s Landon Hinrichs during the Bluejays’ 
35-6 loss Oct. 27.

STEPHANIE CROSTON/SCI

Cheyenne Tonniges (13) and Avery Stuhr (6) of Centennial go for a block against Malcolm’s Halle Dolliver Oct. 28 during 
the district final.

Broncos fall in district final match

STEPHANIE CROSTON/SCI

Molly Prochaska of Centennial serves against Malcolm Oct. 
28 in the district final.

Cattle Classic opens 
2023-24 seasons

The 24th annual Cattle Classic is set to tip off 
Friday, Nov. 3, inside Friedrich Arena. The bas-
ketball classic features four men’s games and four 
women’s games over the course of the two days. The 
event, co-sponsored by Concordia and Cattle Bank 
& Trust, raises money and food for the Blue Valley 
Community Action's Food Pantry. Pac ‘N’ Save of 
Seward will match all canned food donations.

Fans are encouraged to bring canned goods in 
exchange for admission. Ten canned items will get 
an adult a weekend pass. Tickets will not be sold 
online for this particular event.

The Concordia women will play Sterling College 
Friday, Nov. 3, at 6 p.m. with the men to play May-
ville State University at 8 p.m.

On Saturday, Nov. 4, the CU women will play 
Marian University at 2 p.m., with the men to host 
William Penn University at 4 p.m.

Wrestlers open at home
The 2023-24 Concordia University wrestling 

season will open Wednesday, Nov. 1, as the Bulldogs 
welcome Midland. The dual is slated to start at 7 p.m.
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Spahr sets sights 
on blocks record

BY STEPHANIE CROSTON
scroston@sewardindependent.com

Milford senior Sarah Spahr can jump. Those 
who know her have watched that in both volley-
ball and track, where she is the reigning Class C 
high jump champion.

That skill comes 
in handy at the net in 
volleyball, where Spahr 
plays middle hitter for 
the Eagles. She set the 
school record for blocks 
in a match with 10 
against York Oct. 2. She 
also holds the career 
block record, which she 
hasn’t finished setting 
yet.

“I thought about it 
during the summer,” 
she said.

She plays club volley-
ball during the offsea-
son, which helps her maintain her skills on the 
court. She said she enjoys playing middle hitter, 
and it helps that she’s tall.

“I’ve always been a middle,” she said. “Any-
where in the front row – I like hitting. I’m not 
the best passer.”

Playing for the Nebraska Juniors in club vol-
leyball and for Milford during the school year, 
Spahr has had to adjust to different setters.

“That’s how volleyball is. You have to adjust,” 
she said.

Club volleyball has helped her refine her 
blocking skills.

“You block differently in club,” Spahr said. 
“The coach emphasizes shaping the ball. I think 
that has improved my blocking.”

She said she can see a difference between 
girls who play volleyball in the offseason and 
those who don’t.

Spahr said her pregame routine includes a 
playlist to listen to, but she likes having the pep 
band play. Knowing that the band members will 
fill in the student section is fun, as well.

“The pep band brings energy,” she said.
Spahr said the team’s goals for the rest of the 

season included making runs at the Southern 
Nebraska Conference tournament, which was 
Oct. 16 and 17, and at subdistricts, which start 
Monday, Oct. 23.

During her free time, Spahr said she likes to 
hang out with friends.

First published Oct. 11 in The Milford Times.

Sarah Spahr

BY STEPHANIE CROSTON
scroston@sewardindependent.com

She’s just a sopho-
more, but Kiley Jakub 
has already delivered 
1,000 assists on the vol-
leyball court.

“Thank my hitters,” 
Jakub said with a grin.

The Milford High 
student said she knew 
how many assists she 
needed but didn’t think 
about it once the match 
started. She reached the 
milestone in the match 
against York.

She enjoys playing 
setter, a position she has 
filled since she started 
playing volleyball.

“I like the hustle you 
have to have,” she said. 

“It’s exciting after a good 
set and kill. It brings 
more intensity.”

She participated with 
Volleyball Club Nebras-
ka in the spring where 

she focused more on set-
ting. One of her favorite 
players is Husker setter 
Bergan Riley.

“She’s fun to watch,” 
Jakub said.

If she didn’t play set-
ter, she said, she’d like to 
play defensive specialist.

“I don’t have the skills 
to hit,” she said, smiling.

As a setter, she has to 
know what each hitter 
likes for their sets. The 
height of the ball is dif-
ferent for each.

“Once you’re in a ral-
ly, it flows,” she said.

She calls plays on the 
court but said the hitters 
do, as well. She said she 
tries to set the hitter 
who has an advantage of 
the blocker.

She watches some 
film and observes Mil-
ford’s opponents while 
they warm up in order 
to see what the other 
team’s strengths and 
weaknesses might be.

Jakub said her favor-
ite play is a quick out-
side set or a set between 
the outside and middle 
hitters.

Jakub said she always 
sets the outsides first 
during warm-ups and 
has to be the last one in 
line for digs.

She still has goals to 
meet, including the sin-
gle match assist mark, 
which is currently in the 
low 50s, she said.

First published Oct. 18 
in The Milford Times.

Kylie Jakub

Jakub delivers 1,000th assist

Bulldogs battle in GPAC competition

STEPHANIE CROSTON/SCI

Mark Arp of Concordia eludes a Midland tackle during GPAC 
football action Oct. 28. The game went to double overtime 
where Midland prevailed 39-37. Up next for the Bulldogs is-
their home � nale Saturday, Nov. 4, at 1 p.m. against Doane.

DOUG CARROLL/SCI

Concordia’s Ryan Wokutch controls the ball during the 
Bulldogs’ 5-1 road victory over Doane Oct. 25. With this 
win, the 2023 men’s soccer team � nished unbeaten with 
a 13-0-4 overall record and 7-0-4 in the conference. They 
are the � rst team to complete such a massive feat in the 
program’s 53-year history.

DOUG CARROLL/SCI

Concordia’s Kierstynn Garner celebrates her first goal 
against Doane Oct. 25  with Sierra Springer and other 
teammates during their 4-0 victory. The Bulldogs will carry 
a 12-3-3 (8-1-3 GPAC) record into the postseason, where 
they are the No. 2 seed in the GPAC tournament.

STEPHANIE CROSTON/SCI

Ashley Keck of Concordia tips past the Hastings College 
block Oct. 28. The Bulldogs beat the Broncos 25-15, 25-
20, 19-25, 25-23. CU beat Mount Marty earlier in the week 
25-17, 25-11, 25-18.

Stay up-to-date with news, 
sports and community 

events!

SCI
Seward County

Independent

MT
Milford Times

HEARINGS
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
Notice is given that the Seward 
County Board of Commissioners 
will hold a Public Hearing on 
Tuesday, November 21st, 2023, 
9:30 a.m., Seward County Court 
House,  529 Seward Street 
Seward, Nebraska, regarding 
the following: Public Hearing for 
a REZONE.
From A-1 to TA-1. Owner: Merritt, 
Roberts, Clarke. PID: 800025911, 
In the Southeast ¼ of, Section 29, 
Township 12N, Range 3E, Seward 
County Nebraska.
Information on the proposed 
action is available in the Seward 
County Zoning Office. The public’s 
comments and concerns are 
welcome at the time of the public 
hearing.
Seward County
Zoning Administrator
SCI/MT — November 01, 2023
ZNEZ

ORGANIZATION
Hoffschneider Law, P.C., LLO

1120 K Street, Suite 200
Lincoln, Nebraska 68508

NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION
Notice is hereby given of the 
organization of Moonshadow 
Properties, LLC. The street and 
mailing address of the initial 
designated office is 740 7th Street, 
Milford, Nebraska 68405. The 
name and mailing address of the 
registered agent for service of 
process for the company is Kelly R. 
Hoffschneider, Hoffschneider Law, 
P.C., LLO, 1120 K Street, Suite 
200, Lincoln, NE 68508.
SCI — October 18, 25, November 
1, 2023
ZNEZ
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GREEN REALTY & AUCTION • GREEN REALTY & AUCTION • GREEN REALTY

GREEN REALTY & AUCTION • GREEN REALTY & AUCTION • GREEN REALTY

FARMLAND AUCTION
160 ACRES SEWARD COUNTY DRYLAND

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 9, 2:02 p.m.
SITE: Utica Senior Center, 520 D St, Utica, NE

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: The Northeast 
Quarter (NE1/4) in Section Twenty (20), 
Township Eleven (11) North, Range One 
(1) East of the 6th P.M. Seward County, 
Nebraska. Selling as 160 +/- acres.

Auctioneer:
Ross Ronne
402-362-5595
104 S. Lincoln Ave., • York, NE
www.GreenSells.com

Can’t make it to the auction?
Bid online at greensells.hibid.com.

Log onto GreenSells.com for complete details, maps 
& pictures. Contact Ross Ronne, 402.366.7818 or 
John Romohr, 402.366.0288, for more information.

JANET PETERSON & JEAN WITTKOPF, OWNERS
THE VILLAGE OF BEAVER CROSSING BOARD OF 

TRUSTEES RESERVES THE RIGHT TO REFUSE 
ANY AND ALL BIDS.

Contact the Village Clerk, 8 am—12 pm 
Monday—Friday 402-532-3925 with questions.

LAND LEASE AUCTION
November 15TH, 2023 | 7:00 P.M.

Village Hall | 800 Dimery Ave. | Beaver Crossing, NE

• Lease will begin January 1st, 2024.
• Land is 41.9 acres located west of 3969 Pioneers 

Road, Beaver Crossing, NE in Seward County.
• Gear head is available for lessee for irrigation.

Sale Location: 1356 182nd Street • Seward, NE
East of Junto Winery • Follow Day's Auction Signs

Lunch on Grounds • Lazy JK Bar-B-Que

DAY’S AUCTION & REALTY
Col. Douglas Day • Auctioneer & Broker • 308-750-0278

Office: (308) 745-0634 • 120 N 6th St. • Loup City, NE 68853
daysauctionrealty.com

“Your Auction is Our Specialty”

Tractor • Atv’s • Farm Equipment
Miscellaneous • Tack & Saddles

Antiques & Collectibles
Many More Items By Sale Time!

Online Items sell at 11:30 AM @ daysauctionsrealty.hibid.com
There will be a 5% buyers fee for all items purchased online.

For more information and photos, visit daysauctionrealty.com

Terms: Cash, approved check with bank letter of credit, credit cards with a 5% fee, and online with a 
5% fee. I.D. required. Shipping and handling charges may apply to items purchased online. All items 
settled for day of auction before removal. Owner and auctioneer not responsible for items after they 
are sold due to theft, damage or accidents should any occur. All announcements made day of auction 
will take precedence over any prior advertising written or implied. We do not guarantee ages or hours 
on items sold. All items sell “as is”. Some items subject to prior sale.

RYAN NEAL MOVING AUCTIONRYAN NEAL MOVING AUCTION
POSTPONED UNTIL NOV. 4, 2023 • 10 AM

SHOP
LOCAL

PUBLIC NOTICES...YOUR RIGHT TO KNOW



MEETINGS
PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that a 
meeting of the Seward County 
Extension Board will be held at 
5:30 p.m. on Thursday, November 
9th and the location is to be 
announced. Please check the 
Nebraska Extension- Seward 
County Facebook page for the 
announcement. The meeting is 
open to the public. The agenda for 
the meeting is kept continuously 
current and is available at the 
Seward County Extension Office.
SCI — November 01, 2023
ZNEZ

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING
The Early Childhood Planning 
Region Team Annual Meeting for 
the ESU 6 service area will be 
held on Wednesday, November 8, 
2023, from 12:00PM – 2:30PM at 
ESU 6 in Milford. The ESU 6 PRT 
holds six meetings throughout the 
year for local school providers, 
DHHS, Head Start and Early 
Head Start, families and others 
to assist in collaborative planning 
and problem solving to serve 
young children with disabilities and 
their families. The annual Early 
Development Network meeting 
is required by the Department of 
Education, Rule 51 and Rule 52.
Please register at www.esu6.
org and follow the registration 
instructions when you click on the 
Login to Upcoming Events button.
If you are concerned about a 
child’s development or ongoing 
health condition contact ESU 6 
Early Development Network for 
more information about referral, 
evaluation and possible services 
available at no cost to your family. 
Call 402-761-3341 and ask for the 
EDN Office.
SCI/MT/CR/FS/WR — November 
01, 2023
ZNEZ

NOTICE
A Public Meeting of the Seward 
County Planning Commission will 
be held, November 20th, 2023, 
6:30 pm, Village of Pleasant Dale 
Conference Room 110 Ash Street, 
Pleasant Dale Nebraska. Notice 
of said meeting will be posted 
on the Courthouse bulletin board 
and in the Zoning Administration 
Office. The agenda for said 
meeting will be one item. Item 
1.Water Conservation District 
In format iona l  Meet ing and 
available for public inspection at 
the Zoning Administration Office 
during normal business hours. The 
Planning Commission has the right 
to modify the agenda to include 
items of an emergency nature only 
at such meetings.
Seward County
Zoning Administrator
SCI/MT — November 01, 2023
ZNEZ

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING
The Seward County Sixpence 
Advisory Meeting will be held 
on November 7th, from 9:30-
10:30a.m. at ESU 6 in Milford. 
The Sixpence Advisory holds 
two meetings for local school 
staff, childcare providers, other 
early childhood professionals, 
community agencies, and families 
to assist in collaborative planning 
and problem solving to serve 
young children and their families. 
The Sixpence Advisory Meeting 
is required by the Department of 
Education Rule 11. Please register 
at www.esu6.org and follow the 
registration instructions when you 
click on the Login to Upcoming 
Events button.
SCI/MT — November 01, 2023
ZNEZ

MINUTES
OCTOBER 24, 2023

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS

Boards of Commissioner Meetings 
are held each Tuesday morning in 
the Seward County Courthouse 
at 9:00 a.m., except for the first 
Tuesday of each month when 
meetings will be held at 8:30 a.m. 
A meeting will be held Monday, 
November 6, 2023 at 8:30 a.m. 
in place of the regular Tuesday 
meeting. Notice of each meeting is 
posted on the Courthouse bulletin 
board and on the Commissioner’s 
room door. The agenda for all 
meetings is kept continually 
current and is available for public 
inspection at the County Clerk’s 
Office during normal business 
hours. The agenda is held open 
until one business day prior to the 
meeting for appearance before the 
Board. The Board has the right to 
modify the agenda to include items 
of an emergency nature only at 
such public meeting.

CLAIMS ALLOWED
NOVEMBER 17, 2023

The Seward County Board of 
Equalization convened on October 
24, 2023 at 8:30 a.m.
Present: Chairperson: John Culver
Members: Misty Ahmic, Raegan 
Hain, Ken Schmieding, Darrell 
Zabrocki
Deputy County Clerk: Brandy 
Johnson
County Assessor: Marilyn Hladky
Approved minutes of October 10, 
2023.
Hladky gave an update of her 
office.
Convened as the Board of 
Commissioners.
Approved minutes of October 17, 
2023.
Approved claims through October 
13, 2023.

Officials gave reports of their 
offices.
Awarded Milford East Paving 
Project bid to Pavers, Inc.
Approved request to accept bid 
for purchase of two motor graders.
Approved reclassif ication of 
Public Transit Assistant Director’s 
position and wage.
Approved Jones Bank to withdraw 
Pledged Securities.
Accepted Sheriff Fee & Mileage 
Report for August 2023.
D i s c u s s i o n  w a s  h e l d  o n 
infrastructure related grants.
Approved the agenda for October 
31, 2023 and adjourned at 10:59 
a.m.
Brandy Johnson,
Deputy County Clerk

SEWARD COUNTY CLAIMS
THROUGH OCTOBER 13, 2023
ADP LLC,  SE,  $2 ,697 .00 ; 
ADVANCED OFFICE AUTOM, 
SU, $51.19; AMERITAS LIFE INS 
CORP, FE, $21,056.20; BLUE 
VALLEY BEHAV HLTH, SE, 
$360.00; BOB BARKER CO, SU, 
$109.22; BRENNAN,NIELSEN 
LAW, SE, $1,211.95; BURESH 
LAWN CARE, SE, $700.00; 
CABELL CO SHERIFF, SE, $25.00; 
CAPITAL AUTOGLASS, SE, 
$49.95; CASA, FE, $41,400.00; 
CENTEC CAST METAL, SU, 
$1,526.20; CHARTER COMM, 
UT, $310.78; CHI HEALTH CO 
CARE, SE, $81.00; CITY OF 
SEWARD, UT, $7,271.70; COAST 
TO COAST COMPUTER, EQ, 
$399.98; CULLIGAN, SE, $28.00; 
DIAMOND DRUGS, SU, $245.47; 
EAKES OFFICE PLUS, SU, 
$404.99; EQUIFAX WORKFORCE/
TALX, SE, $147.88; FARMERS 
COOPERATIVE, SU, $4,003.44; 
FASTENAL COMPANY, SU, 
$380.58; FIRST WIRELESS, 
INC, UT, $986.32; SIDNEY 
FREY, SE, $60.00;  GALLS 
LLC, SE, $170.79; GRAHAM 
TIRE, SU, $648.00; GREAT 
PLAINS COMM, UT, $1,568.74; 
HAMPTON BY HILTON, TR, 
$476.00; HERPOLSHEIMERS, 
SE, $453.11; HITZ TOWING INC, 
SE, $373.06; HOBSON AUTO 
AND TIRE, SE, $64.00; HOLIDAY 
INN EXPRESS, TR, $980.00; 
KEARNEY INVESTMENT CORP, 
SE,  $344.85;  HOMETOWN 
LEASING, FE, $288.39; INDOFF 
INC, SU, $67.97; INTL ASSOC 
A S S E S S I N G  O F F I C E R S , 
FE, $240.00; JONES BANK, 
SE, $248.18; JONES BANK 
(FICA), FE, $20,790.58; KOTIK 
& MCCLURE,  ATTYS,  SE, 
$1,010.01; LA QUINTA INN & 
SUITES, TR, $1,507.63; LEE 
ENTERPRISES, SE, $325.00; 
LEE’S REFRIGERATION, SE, 
$2,370.81; LIFEGUARD MD, 
INC, EQ, $199.00; LINCOLN 
POLICE GARAGE, SE, $93.45; 
SUSAN MAGILL, SE, $525.00; 
MATAGORDA CO SHERIFF, SE, 

$75.00; MATTSON RICKETTS 
LAW, SE, $3,500.00; MEMORIAL 
CLINIC, SE, $476.26; MEMORIAL 
HOSPITAL, SE, $2,213.20; 
MID AMERICAN BENEFITS, 
FE ,  $1 ,255 .84 ;  M IDWEST 
AUTOMOTIVE, SE, $524.98; 
MIDWEST SPECIAL SERVICES, 
SE,  $6,251.45;  MORROW, 
POPPE, SE, $1,091.25; MY 
CENTRAL SUPPLY, SU, $411.23; 
NE ASSN OF CO OFFICIALS, 
FE,  $150 .00 ;  NE HLTH & 
HUMAN SERV, FE, $90.00; 
NEBRASKA.GOV, FE, $16.00; 
ONESOURCE, SE, $225.00; 
PER MAR SECURITY SERV, SE, 
$548.64; POLARIS LAW GRP, SE, 
$66.50; POLLACK AND BALL, 
SE, $1,244.25; PRINTELECT, 
SU, $199.95; QUADIENT, SE, 
$79.80; REDWOOD TOX LAB, 
SE,  $32 .00 ;  SEWARD CO 
COURT, SE, $30.00; SEWARD 
CO INDEPENDENT, SE, $321.68; 
SEWARD LUMBER, SU, $91.69; 
SEWARD SMILES, SE, $380.00; 
SITE ONE LANDSCAPE, SE, 
$197.07;  SOARIN GROUP, 
LLC, SE, $965.00; SENDD, FE, 
$8,628.00; ST OF NEB DAS 
STATE ACCNTNG, SE, $795.50; 
STEPHANIE FLYNN LAW, SE, 
$5,420.56; SUMMIT FOOD SERV, 
SE, $7,075.43; SVEHLA LAW 
OFFICES, SE, $2,214.50; THE 
HOME DEPOT PRO, SU, $213.66; 
THOMSON REUTERS-WEST, FE, 
$1,142.91; VERIZON WIRELESS 
SERV, UT, $253.79; VIRTUAL 
IMPRESSIONS, FE, $20.00; VISA, 
FE, $5,022.26; VISUAL EDGE IT, 
SE, $44.94; WELLS FARGO 
FINAN LEAS, EQ, $230.66; 
WINDSTREAM, UT, $11,018.55; 
WYTHERS LAW, SE, $1,438.00; 
BLACK HILLS ENERGY, UT, 
$39 .91 ;  BROKEN ARROW 
EXCAVATING, SE, $9,190.00; 
COMMERICAL INDUSTRIAL 
SUPPLY, SU, $147.84; DALE 
JOHNSON ENT, SU, $19,545.89; 
EQUIPMENT BLADES, EQ, 
$808.21; GERHOLD CONCRETE, 
SU, $4,605.80; JOHNSON SAND 
& GRAVEL, SU, $13,881.84; 
MEDICAL ENTERPRISES, SU, 
$35.00; MIDWEST SERVICE 
& SALES, EQ, $5,200.00; NE 
PUBLIC POWER DISTRICT, 
UT, $52.66; NMC, INC, SE, 
$2,870.10; NORRIS PUBLIC 
POWER DIST, UT, $1,604.34; 
OREILLY AUTOMOTIVE INC, 
SU, $150.82; OVERLAND READY 
MIXED, SU, $1,161.90; PAC N 
SAVE, SU, $926.19; PENNER’S 
TIRE & AUTO, SE, $192.44; 
POWERPLAN, SE, $59.28; 
SIGN SOLUTIONS USA, SU, 
$1,872.51; PIZZA KITCHEN, 
SU, $93.95;  VALENTINO’S 
S E W A R D ,  S U ,  $ 2 3 7 . 9 3 ; 
VANGUARD APPRAISALS, SE, 
$1,475.00; CORI J STAVA, SE, 
$588.00; JONES AUTOMOTIVE, 
EQ, $8,813.72; JR AUDIO, SE, 

$1,000.00; JEFF NELSON, SE, 
$780.00; POTTER REPAIR, 
SE, $1,531.78; SUMMIT FIRE 
PROTECTION, EQ, $260.00; 
TRANSUNION RISK & ALT, SE, 
$436.00; WESTERN OIL II, SU, 
$191.55; SARGENT DRILLING, 
SE, $88,984.71; BLUE RIVER 
ELECTRIC, SE, $12,518.70; 
C I D N E T,  S E ,  $ 2 , 6 9 3 . 2 2 ; 
W E L L B E I N G  I N I T I AT I V E , 
SE, $1,000.00;  SALARIES, 
$296,376.58; GROSS SALARIES 
INCLUDE DEDUCTIONS TO: 
COLONIAL SUPPLEMENTAL 
INSURANCE, MID AMERICAN 
CO WISCONSIN, DELTA DENTAL, 
VSP VISION, WADDELL & REED.
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ESTATES
Hoffschneider Law, P.C., LLO

1120 K Street, Suite 200
Lincoln, Nebraska 68508
NOTICE OF INFORMAL

PROBATE AND INFORMAL
APPOINTMENT OF PERSONAL

REPRESENTATIVE, AND
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

County Court of
Seward County, Nebraska

Estate No. PR 23-87 of
Trent James William Carlson,

deceased
Notice is hereby given that on 
October 18, 2023, in said court, 
in Seward County, Nebraska, the 
registrar issued a written statement 
of informal probate of the Last Will 
and Testament of Trent James 
William Carlson, deceased, and 
appointed Erica Smith, as personal 
representative of the estate. Erica 
Smith’s address is 4568 Old Mill 
Road, Utica, Nebraska 68456. 
Creditors must file their claims 
with this court on or before the 
26th day of December, 2023, or 
be forever barred.
Dated: October 18, 2023.

/s/ Sheila R. Beins
Clerk of the County Court

261 S 8th ST,
PO Box 37

Seward, NE 68434
SCI — October 25, November 01, 
08, 2023
ZNEZ

NOTICE
IN THE COUNTY COURT OF

SEWARD COUNTY,
NEBRASKA 

E S TAT E  O F  E U N I C E  E . 
STUTZMAN, DECEASED
Estate No. PR 23-86
Notice is hereby given that on 
October 12, 2023, in the County 
Court of Seward County, Nebraska, 
the Registrar issued a written 
statement of lnformal Probate 
of the Will of said Decedent 
and that Douglas L. Stutzman 
of 497 N F Street, Milford, NE 
68405 was informally appointed 
by the Registrar as Personal 
Representative of the Estate.
Creditors of this Estate must file 
their claims with this Court on or 
before December 18, 2023, or be 
forever barred.

/s/ Sheila R. Beins
Clerk of the County Court

Address of County Court:
County Court of Seward County
P.O. Box37
Seward, NE 68434
Daniel L. Werner
(Bar I.D. # 15880)
Ach & Cunningham
129 North 10th Street
PO Box 406
Geneva, Nebraska 68361
Tel: (402) 759-4475
Fax: (402) 759-4059
Email: dan@wernerlaw.net
SCI — October 18, 25, November 
01, 2023
ZNEZ

NOTICE
In the County Court of SEWARD 
County, Nebraska
Estate of Mildred Irene Miers, 
Deceased
Estate No. PR 23-92
Notice is hereby given that on 
October 26, 2023, in the County 
Court  of  SEWARD County, 
Nebraska, the Court entered 
an Order that Craig Alan Miers, 
whose address is 729 Seward 
St., Seward, NE 68434, was 
informally appointed by the Court 

as Personal Representative of 
the Estate.
Creditors of this Estate must file 
their claims with this Court on 
or before January 2, 2024 or be 
forever barred.

/s/ Sheila R. Beins
Clerk of the

Seward County Court
P.0. Box 37

Justice Center
Seward, NE 68434

Robert I. Blevens #10344
Blevens & Damman Law Office
Box 98
Seward, NE 68434
402-643-3639
SCI — November 01, 08, 15, 2023
ZNEZ

Hoffschneider Law, P.C., LLO
510 Seward Street
Seward, NE 68434

NOTICE OF INFORMAL
PROBATE AND INFORMAL

APPOINTMENT OF PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVE, AND
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

County Court of
Seward County, Nebraska

Estate No. PR 23-88 of LeRoy 
Radford, deceased

Notice is hereby given that on 
October 26, 2023, in said court, 
in Seward County, Nebraska, 
the registrar issued a written 
statement of informal probate of 
the Last Will and Testament of 
LeRoy Radford, deceased, and 
appointed Lonny Radford, as 
personal representative of the 
estate. Lonny Radford address is 
1533 Co Road F, Dorchester, NE 
68343. Creditors must file their 
claims with this court on or before 
the 2nd day of January, 2024 or be 
forever barred.
Dated: October 26, 2023

/s/ Sheila R. Beins
Clerk of the County Court

261 S 8th St,
PO Box 37,

Seward, NE 68434
SCI — November 01, 08, 15, 2023
ZNEZ
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CORRECTED NOTICE OF SPECIAL ELECTION
CITY OF SEWARD

IN THE STATE OF NEBRASKA
Tuesday, December 12, 2023

PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given to the qualified electors of the City of Seward, 
Nebraska that a special election has been called and will be held in the City of Seward, 
Nebraska on Tuesday, December 12, 2023 at which time there shall be submitted to 
the qualified electors of said City the following proposition:

LB840 ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM RENEWAL
The City of Seward is proposing the continuation of an Economic Development 

Program (also referred to as LB840) with the goal to create high paying quality jobs, 
attract new capital investment, broaden the tax base, reduce reliance on property taxes 
and ensure economic stability and vitality for Seward, Nebraska.  The ballot question 
allows constituents to consider extension of the program for an additional ten years with 
the continued collection of $150,000.00 annually from sales tax.

Shall the City of Seward, Nebraska, amend its current economic development 
program (LB840) to extend it for an additional ten (10) years and continue to appropriate 
annually from local sources of revenue, a total of one-hundred fifty thousand dollars 
($150,000.00) per year from City sales and use tax for the next ten (10) years?

Electors desiring to vote for such extension and amendment of the City’s 
current Economic Development Plan shall mark the words ‘FOR’.
Electors desiring to vote against such extension and amendment of the City’s 
current Economic Development Plan shall mark the words ‘AGAINST’.

VOTE FOR or AGAINST 
I vote FOR extension and amendment of the City’s current 
economic development plan and authorization to designate 
$150,000.00 annually from City sales and use tax as funding. 

I vote AGAINST extension and amendment of the City’s current 
economic development plan and authorization to designate 
$150,000.00 annually from City sales and use tax as funding.

If a majority of the votes cast upon such question shall be in favor, then the 
governing body of the City of Seward shall be empowered to extend and amend 
the current economic development program.

BY ORDER OF THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF SAID CITY.

By Mail Election

This election will be an election by mail.  All registered voters residing within the 
City of Seward, Nebraska will receive their ballot by mail and therefore no polling 
places will be open for voting.  Ballots will be mailed by the County Clerk of Seward 
County November 21, 2023.

Voter Registration deadlines

The deadline to register to vote at an agency including the Dept. of Motor Vehicles, 
online, or delivered registrations by mail or delivered by an agent is November 27, 2023.  
The deadline for in-person registration is December 1, 2023 at 6:00 p.m. at the Seward 
County Clerk’s Office located at 529 Seward Street, Room 205, Seward, Nebraska.  Any 
voter who changes information on a current registration or registers to vote after the 
ballots have been mailed, but before the in-person registration deadline of Dec. 1, 2023 
at 6:00 p.m., will be given a ballot at the time of registration or change.  

Ballot Return Deadline

Voted ballots must be returned to the County Clerk of Seward County no later than 
5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, Dec. 12, 2023.  Ballots may be delivered in person to the Seward 
County Clerk’s Office, by agent or mailed to the Seward County Clerk, 529 Seward 
Street, Room 205, Seward, Nebraska 68434.  A ballot may also be placed in the secure 
Courthouse dropbox located on the North side of the Seward County Courthouse. 

Sherry Schweitzer, Seward County Clerk

SCI — November 01, 2023 ZNEZ

FUND REVENUES EXPENSES
GENERAL 256,741.93 355,853.93
DONATION 30,024.65 17,891.36
FIRE 39,533.22 23,739.08
PARK 4,552.00 28,118.73
POOL 7,184.89 37,704.39
SEWER 40,419.00 5,166.11
STREET 72,637.34 71,467.09
WATER 69,095.59 49,989.65

1

I, Peggy Pankoke Village Clerk/Treasurer for the
Village of Beaver Crossing, certify that the above is 

a true account of funds for the Village of Beaver 
Crossing for the 2022-2023  fiscal year.

SCI — November 01, 2023 ZNEZ

VILLAGE OF BEAVER CROSSING
STATEMENT OF REVENUES AND EXPENDITURES

2022-2023 ANNUAL TREASURER'S REPORT

SCHWEITZER AUCTION SERVICE
Brian Schweitzer 402.641.1266 
Scott Jelinek 402.429.9814

Visit www.NebAuction.com  for full details.

AUCTION
PERSONAL PROPERTY

Saturday, November 11 w  9:30 a.m.
962 154th Rd w Garland, NE 68360

From Garland NE 3mi E on Old Mill Rd, and 1.5N on 154th Rd

2016 Massimo UTV 700 EFI Camo, JD Gator 6x4 1691hrs, Yamaha 
Youth 4 Wheeler, 1953 Lonestar Fiberglass Boat & Trailer, (3) Kayaks, 
Fishing gear, Big Mabel Tube, (4) Mountain Bikes, HD Shelving Racks, 
Husqvarna Zero Turn Mower 61” Deck 80hrs, Toro Zero Turn Mower 
50” deck, Cub Cadet Chipper/Shredder, Rear Tine Tiller, Lawn Sweep, 
Aerator, Patio Set, Picnic Table, Gas Hedge Trimmer, Hose Reels, Shop 
Fan, Heaters, Machinist Tools, Tool Boxes, 30 Ton Press, Torch Set, 
Household Furniture, Bedroom Sets, (3) Elec Fireplace Mantels, Couch, 
Recliner, Dining Table, Buffet, Howard Miller Hour Glass Clock, Sports 
Cards, Porcelain signs No Smoking, Railway Express Agency, & More.

SCHWEITZER AUCTION SERVICE
Brian Schweitzer 402.641.1266 
Scott Jelinek 402.429.9814

Visit www.NebAuction.com  for full details.

AUCTION
REAL ESTATE & PERSONAL PROPERTY

Saturday, November 18 w  9:30 a.m.
325 County Rd 800 w Friend, NE 68359

REAL ESTATE SELLS @ NOON
2 Bed, 1 Bath Home on 6.89 Acres just E of Friend, NE w/Barn, Sheds, 
Grainery, and white vinyl fence. Zoned Ag, Nebraska Realty Broker, 
Scott Jelinek Auctioneer/Realtor. Personal Property Selling at 9:30am, 
JD 3020 Diesel w/loader, JD Side Delivery Rake,(2) 3pt 6’ Rotary 
Mowers, ‘14 Bobcat S650 Skid steer, Yamaha 4x4 ATV, Travalong 20’ 
GN livestock Trailer, Titan GN Flatbed Trailer, (3) Riding Mowers JD, 
Massey, & Grasshopper, ‘49 Chevy ¾ Ton Pickup, ‘60 IH Grain Truck, 
‘98 Chevy K1500 4x4 truck, ‘99 Chevy K25000 4x4 Truck, JD Generator, 
Metal Cutting Band Saw, Forge, Toy Tractors, Primitives, Collectibles, 
30+ Firearms, & More.



Allen Plautz 
Retirement Auction
Saturday November, 4th 2023
3055 Waverly Rd • Seward, NE 68434

Live Auction starts at 10 AM 
Live/Online starts at 11:30 AM through 

EquipmentFacts.com.

Lunch Stand provided.

402-540-5107

ARKETPLACEARKETPLACEMM

8B
November 1, 2023 PPUBLICUBLIC NNOTICES OTICES Seward County Independent

STATEWIDES

REAL ESTATE

$299,500

COMMERCIAL

2945 PROGRESSIVE RD
SEWARD

112 S 4TH, SEWARD, NE 68434

402.643.2541
WWW.WOODSBROS.COM

Casey Collins
MANAGING BROKER

402-223-8146
casey.collins@woodsbros.com

Kelby Nitz
REALTOR®

402-646-0429
kelby.nitz@woodsbros.com

Shelly Nitz
REALTOR®

402-641-0698
shelly.nitz@woodsbros.com

Ashley Terry
REALTOR®

402-509-7755
ashley.terry@woodsbros.com

CUSTOMER 
FOCUSED.
PROVEN 

RESULTS.

We
   are
With

Contact a Woods Bros agent 
today and know that you’re in 

caring and capable hands.

LAND FOR SALE: 317 S 3rd St • Seward  •  $115,000

3156 MCKELVIE RD, UNIT 10
SEWARD

$310,000

117 SOUTH ST
SEWARD $160,000

NEW LISTING

606 S 2ND ST
SEWARD $189,000

478 CHURCH ST
SEWARD $199,900

227 N 8TH ST
SEWARD $125,000

UNDERWOOD
TEAM P.C.

Al Underwood
Ashley CrowdellEQUAL HOUSING

OPPORTUNITY REALTOR
®

402-643-3300
655 SOUTH ST.
SEWARD, NE

www.underwoodTeam4You.com

OPEN HOUSE 
November 5th 
1:00–2:00 PM
1153 N 12th Street

423 Woodsage Rd. * Seward
$499,600

623 Woodsage Rd. * Seward
$420,000

1153 N 12th St. * Seward
$322,500

Agent/Owner

Agent/Owner Agent/Owner

606 Timberline Cir. * Milford
$473,600

Agent/Owner

SOLDSOLD

217 E Seward St. * Seward
$269,000

PRICE REDUCED!

FOR RENT
FOR RENT IN MILFORD

2 bedroom mobi le home 
in quiet park. Water, sewer, 
garbage provided. Call Darren, 
402-641-4438.

Rent Sokol Hall for various social 
and business functions. Hall is 
air-conditioned and handicap 
accessible. Contact Lumir 
Sukovaty at 402-821-2429 or 
Leon Slama at 402-239-2857. 
For kolaches, contact Joan 
Kotas at 402-821-2971. Paid 
for in part by the Saline County 
Visitors Advisory Committee.

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

We are an equal 
opportunity 

provider

APARTMENTS 
TO RENT W/ 
PAID UTILITIES
MILFORD HOUSING 

AUTHORITY 
LINDEN VILLAGE

To place an 
application, call 

402-761-2454 or 
send an e-mail to 
lindenvillage@

gmail.com
We follow the housing 

guidelines of USDA Rural 
Development and HUD.

Offering independent 
living for those 62 and 
over and the disabled.

Subsidy available to those 
who qualify. Utilities included.

Located just across the street from Lied Senior Center.

We Have OpeningsApply Today!

402-643-3472 
1030 Manor Drive West • Seward, NE
Office Hours: 8 a.m.–Noon • Mon.–Fri.

TDD 1-800-833-7352

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Seward Housing AuthoritySeward Housing Authority
Manor ApartmentsManor Apartments

THINKING ABOUT MOVING THINKING ABOUT MOVING 
BEFORE WINTER?BEFORE WINTER?

Spacious 2 Bedroom 
Apartments Available Now!

Rent based on income
Rental assistance available

for those who qualify!
Call Cheryl for details

(402) 643-2347
TDD 1-800-833-7352

Managed by RWI Property Management, Inc.
1-800-829-0636

FOX RUN APARTMENTS
690 S. Columbia Ave.

Seward, Nebraska

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

This institution is an
Equal Opportunity

Provider

Equal Housing Opportunity

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Fair Housing Act which makes 
it illegal to advertise “any preference limitation 
or discrimination based on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, family status, or national origin, 
or an intention, to make such preference, limita-
tion or discrimination.” Family status includes 
children under the age of 18 living with parents 
or legal custodians; pregnant women and people 
securing custody of children under 18.
	The Independent will not knowingly accept any 

advertising for real estate which is in violation 
of the law. Our readers are hereby informed 
that all dwellings advertised in this newspaper 
are available on an equal opportunity basis. To 
complain of discrimination call HUD toll-free 
at 1-800-642-6112. http://www.nol.org/home/
NEOC.

EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY

Advertise Advertise 
with uswith us

HELLO NEBRASKA! Introducing 
www.nepublicnotices.com, 
a new public notice website 
presented as a public service 
by all Nebraska newspapers. 
Free access, fully searchable – 
because democracy depends 
upon open government and 
your right to know.

REPLACE YOUR roof with 
the best looking and longest 
lasting material steel from 
Erie Metal Roofs! Three styles 
and multiple colors available. 
Guaranteed to last a lifetime! 
Limited Time Offer - $500 
Discount + Additional 10% 
off install (for military, health 
workers & 1st responders.) 
Call Erie Metal Roofs: 1-888-
316-7713

DIRECTV Stream - Carries 
the Most Local MLB Games! 
CHOICE Package, $89.99/mo 
for 12 months. Stream on 20 
devices in your home at once. 
HBO Max included for 3 mos 
(w/CHOICE Package or higher.) 
No annual contract, no hidden 
fees! Some restrictions apply. 
Call IVS 1-855-763-0124

ELIMINATE GUTTER cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 20% off Entire Purchase. 
Plus 10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-855-671-
2859

DOES YOUR basement or crawl 
space need some attention? 
Call Thrasher Foundation 
Repair! A permanent solution 
for waterproofing, failing 
foundations, sinking concrete 
and nasty crawl spaces. 
FREE Inspection & Same Day 
Estimate. $250 off ANY project 
with code GET250. Call 1-844-
958-3431

ATTENTION ADVERTISERS! 
For $225/25 word classified 
you can advertise in over 150 
Nebraska newspapers. For 
more information contact your 
local newspaper or call 1-800-
369-2850.

DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 350 
plus procedures. Real dental 
insurance - NOT just a discount 
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get 
your FREE Dental Information 
Kit with all the details! 1-855-
490-4149 www.dental50plus.
com/81 #6258

THE BATHROOM of your 
dreams in as little as 1 day. 
Limited Time Offer - $1000 
off or No Payments and No 
Interest for 18 months for 
customers who qualify. BCI 
Bath & Shower. Many options 
available. Quality materials 
& professional installation. 
Senior & Military Discounts 
Available. Call Today! 1-855-
451-2244

GIVE A great gift this Season. 
Send 100% guaranteed, 
delivered-to-the-door Omaha 
Steaks! This package comes 
with 8 FREE PureGround Filet 
Mignon Burgers! Order The 
Butcher’s Deluxe Package! 
ONLY $99.99. Call 1-866-
783-0280 and mention 
code 74222DKM or visit 
w w w. o m a h a s te a k s . c o m /
Deluxe8456

AFFORDABLE PRESS Release 
service. Send your message 
to 155 newspapers across 
Nebraska for one low price! 
Call 1-800-369-2850 or www.
nebpress.com for more details.

FREE HIGH speed internet for 
those that qualify. Government 
program for recipients of 
select programs incl. Medicaid, 
SNAP, Housing Assistance, 
WIC, Veterans Pension, 
Survivor Benefits, Lifeline, 
Tribal. 15 GB internet service. 
Bonus offer: Android tablet 
FREE with one-time $20 copay. 
Free shipping & handling. Call 
Maxsip Telecom today! 1-855-
646-1256

BIDS
ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

INVITATION TO BID
East Butler Public Schools
2023 District Roof Project

212 S Madison St
Brainard, NE 68626

The Board of the East Butler Public 
Schools will receive bids for the 
2024 District Roof Project.
Scope of  work wi l l  inc lude 
removal of the existing EPDM roof 
assembly, and the installation of a 
new high performance Modified 
Bitumen roof system
Bids must be on a Lump Sum 
basis.
Bids for the 2024 Roof Project 
will be received until 10:00 A.M. 
local time, Thursday November 
30, 2023, at the East Butler Public 
School District Office, 212 S 
Madison St Brainard, NE 68626
Bids received after this time will not 
be accepted. Qualified Bids will be 
publicly opened and read aloud.
Interested Bidders may contact 
Michael Eldridge by email at 
meldridge@ebutler.esu7.org, prior 
to pre-bid conference.
Bid Security in the amount of 5 
percent of the bid must accompany 
each bid in accord with the 
Instructions to Bidders.
The Owner may require any bidder 
to submit a properly executed 
Con t rac to r ’s  Qua l i f i ca t i on 
Statement, AIA Document A305, 
and/or a signed certificate from 
a surety company licensed in the 
State of Nebraska., If awarded 
the Contract, contractor wil l 
provide the school district with a 
Performance Bond and a Labor 
and Material Payment Bond in 
the amount of 100 percent of the 
Contract Price.
No bidder may withdraw the bid 
until 30 days following the bid 
opening.
A Pre-Bid Conference will be 
held for this project on Thursday 

November 16, 2023, at 10:00 
AM. Bidding Documents will be 
distributed via email to all qualified 
bidders. The Conference will take 
place at East Butler High School, 
212 S Madison St. Brainard, NE 
68626. Attendance at the Pre-Bid 
conference is mandatory
The Owner reserves the right to 
reject any or all bids and to waive 
informalities or irregularities in the 
bidding process. The Owner also 
reserves the right to award the 
contract to the lowest responsible 
Bidder as may be determined by 
the Owner.
East Butler Public Schools
Board of Education
SCI — November 01, 08, 2023
ZNEZ

PROPERTY SALES
ERIC H. LINDQUIST,

P.C., L.L.O.
Attorney at Law

8712 West Dodge Road,
Suite 260

Omaha, Nebraska 68114
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:
You are hereby notified that 
pursuant to a power of sale 
contained in the deed of trust in 
the original principal amount of 
$110,953.00 executed by Emily 
M. Dean, unmarried woman, 
which was filed for record on 
September 28, 2021 as Instrument 
No. 202103202 in the office of 
the Register of Deeds of Seward 
County, Nebraska, the property 
described below will be sold by 
the undersigned at public auction 
to the highest bidder for cash or 
certified or cashier’s check, at the 
north side of the Seward County 
Courthouse, 529 Seward Street, 
in the City of Seward, Seward 
County, Nebraska at 9:00 A.M. on 
November 21, 2023:
LOT 4 AND THE EAST 11 FEET 

OF LOT 5, BLOCK 16, ORIGINAL 
TO W N ,  U T I C A ,  S E WA R D 
COUNTY, NEBRASKA.
The highest bidder is required 
to deliver cash or certified funds 
to the undersigned by the close 
of business on the day of sale, 
except this requirement is waived 
when the highest bidder is the 
beneficiary. The purchaser is 
responsible for all fees or taxes, 
including the documentary stamp 
tax. At the discretion of the 
Successor Trustee, the purchaser 
may be required to deposit with 
the Successor Trustee, at the 
time of the sale, a nonrefundable 
certified or cashier’s check in the 
amount of $5,000.00 payable to 
the Successor Trustee, with the full 
purchase price, in certified funds, 
to be received by the Successor 
Trustee by the end of the day.  
This sale is made without any 
warranties as to title or condition 
of the property.

Eric H. Lindquist
Successor Trustee

SCI — October 11, 18, 25, 
November 1, 8, 2023
ZNEZ

ERIC H. LINDQUIST,
P.C., L.L.O.

Attorneys at Law
8712 West Dodge Road,

Suite 260
Omaha, Nebraska 68114

NOTICE OF MASTER
COMMISSIONER’S SALE

By virtue of an order of sale issued 
by the District Court of Seward 
County, Nebraska, and pursuant 
to a decree of said Court in an 
action therein indexed at Case 
No. CI 23-69 wherein PennyMac 
Loan Services, LLC, is the 
plaintiff and Michael A. Johnson, 
a single man, and United States of 
America, acting through the Rural 
Housing Service, were joined as 
defendants, I will sell at public 

auction to the highest bidder, 
for cash, the following property 
at 10:00 a.m., on November 30, 
2023, at the north side of the 
Seward County Courthouse, 
529 Seward Street, in the City 
of Seward, in Seward County, 
Nebraska, to-wit:
Tax Lot 320 located in the 
Nor thwes t  Quar te r  o f  t he 
Southeast Quarter of Section 
21, Township 11 North, Range 3 
East of the 6th Principal Meridian, 
Seward County, Nebraska; more 
particularly described as:
Commencing at a point 363 feet 
East of the Southwest corner 
of the Northwest Quarter of the 
Southeast Quarter of said Section 
21;
Thence running North 117 feet;
T h e n c e  d u e  E a s t  t o  t h e 
southwesterly line of the highway 
right of way of US Highway No. 34;
Thence in a Southeaster ly 
direction along said right of way 
line to where the same intersects 
the South line of the Northwest 
Quarter of the Southeast Quarter 
aforesaid;
Thence West on said last described 
line to the point of beginning.
EXCEPT the following:
(A) The West 60 feet thereof;
(B) Those portions constituting 
public highway as described in 
Report of Appraisers recorded 
April 22, 1993 in Miscellaneous 
Book 21, Page 128; and Warranty 
Deed recorded November 30, 
2001 in Deed Book 125, Page 906 
all of the Seward County Register 
of Deeds Office, Nebraska.
(C) Access restrictions of the State 
of Nebraska in Quit Claim Deed 
recorded March 16, 1966 in Deed 
Book 72, Page 255 of the Seward 
County Register of Deeds Office, 
Nebraska,
t o  s a t i s f y  t h e  l i e n s  a n d 
encumbrances therein set forth; 
and to satisfy the accruing court 
costs, all as provided by said 
order and decree. The purchaser 

is responsible for all fees or taxes, 
including the documentary stamp 
tax. The purchaser will deposit 
with the Master Commissioner, at 
the time of sale, a nonrefundable 
personal or cashier’s check in the 
amount of $5,000.00, with the 
full purchase price, in certified 
funds, to be received by the 
plaintiff’s attorney immediately 
upon confirmation of the sale 

by the Court. This sale is made 
without any warranties as to title 
or condition of the property.
Dated this 23rd day of October, 
2023.

Greg Damman
Master Commissioner

SCI — November 01, 08, 15, 22, 
2023
ZNEZ



Have you moved?
LET US KNOW! 402-643-3676

129 S. 6th St.
P.O. Box 449
Seward, NE 68434

MMARKETPLACEARKETPLACE 9B
November 1, 2023Seward County Independent

In print weekly and online.
Ads must be prepaid unless you have pre-approved credit.
Cash, personal check, Visa, Mastercard or Discover are welcome. 

HOW TO PLACE YOUR AD
Call: 402-643-3676  •  Email: office@sewardindependent.com

Online: sewardindependent.com  •  In person: 129 S. 6th St., Seward, NE

AD DEADLINE:
NOON FRIDAY*
FOR ALL PUBLICATIONS

POLICIES: Advertisers should check their 
advertisements in the first issue and report
any error to the Seward County Independent
at 402-643-3676. We will be responsible for
only a one-time error or omission.

* Subject to
   change on
   holidays

CLASSIFIED 
LINE AD
RATES

25 words or less: $19 per week for three weeks; fourth week is free.
Includes placement in online classifieds.
FREE “For Sale” ads for subscribers.
Private party ads • $200 or less • One/customer/week
Contact our office for classified display ad pricing.

THE

theSentinelFriend

Your ad appears in SIX newspapers and reaches readers in two counties!

cretenewsonline.com milfordtimes.net friendsentinel.com wilber-republican.com
CONNECTION

sewardindependent.com

REACH UP TO 30,000 
POTENTIAL BUYERS

IN NEBRASKA

We Print
  Vinyl Banners 1201 Linden Ave. | Crete, NE 

402-826-2147
129 S. 6th St. | Seward, NE

402-643-3676

PrintShoPth
e

SEWARD COUNTY INDEPENDENT              THE CRETE NEWS

YOUR AD

HERE

402-643-3676

SERVICES

24/7
Service • Sales
Installation

Commercial/Residential
734 Seward St.

Seward, NE

Oatman Paint & Repair
All your home interior & exterior needs

Jeff Oatman
402-540-5473

Milford, NE

MILFORD
AIR CONDITIONING
309 1st
Milford 402-761-2433
• Air Conditioning
• Heating
• Sales & Service

Bill 
Saltzman

★ ★

★ ★

Milford A/C 
Sales & Service

“We Service All Brands”
309 First St. • Milford, NE 68405            

402-761-2433 • milfordac@windstream.net

Bill Saltzman
A place where old-fashioned 

service isn’t a thing of the past.

Stelling
Carpentry llC

Custom cabinets & trim work, 
f inish work, remodeling, 
subcontracting, soffit, siding 
& fascia, replacement door & 
windows, any residential needs

Ryan Stelling  402-761-2869

WENDY’S Premier PAINTING

402-641-6092
Find me on         too!

— and—
Interior Home or Business

Refurbished Furniture

  

MARTIN EXCAVATING INC.
(FORMERLY LEICHTY EXCAVATING, INC.)

TROY MARTIN, OWNER
802 3RD ST.   MILFORD, NE 68405

(402) 761-3059 HOME    (402) 641-6821 CELL

BASEMENTS, DEMOLITION, FILL SAND, 
BLACK DIRT, CLAY, TREE REMOVAL, LAGOONS

James Campbell • 402-803-9172
appliancemedicofseward.com

APPLIANCE REPAIR
Local & Surrounding Areas

Air Duct SolutionsAir Duct Solutions
Complete Home

Air Duct Cleaning Service

402-641-6656
Colby VanDerslice • 3110 McKelvie Rd., Seward, NE

airductsolutionsofseward@gmail.com

Call today to schedule a furnace checkup 

402-643-5711 
dougshvacllc@gmail.com

SNARE DRUM & DRUMSET 
LESSONS: All ages, beginning 
to advanced.  Cal l  today! 
Professional studio. Over 30 
years of playing and teaching 
experience. Jim Krutz 402-
450-0282

FOR SALE
2021 YAMAHA KODIAK 700 
4-wheeler. Driven less than 20 
hrs. Great condition. $7900 or 
best offer. Call 402-416-2737 
or 402-730-6159.

Clinical Assistant Nurse: Full or Part-Time LPN / RN Day Nurse position 
available, Monday- Friday with no weekend rotation. This position requires 
good communication skills between you and the providers. Critical thinking 
and problem-solving skills are essential to providing excellent customer 
service and communicating with patients. Computer skills are required. 
Clinic Nursing experience preferred. Current RN/LPN license required. 
— Seward Family Medical Center

Phone Triage Nurse: Full or Part-Time RN Day Nurse position available, 
Monday- Friday with no weekend rotation. This position requires good 
communication skills as this individual provides phone triage with patients. 
Critical thinking and problem-solving skills are essential to providing excellent 
customer service and communicating with patients. Computer skills are 
required. Clinic Nursing experience preferred. Current RN license required. 
— Seward Family Medical Center

CNA/Medication Aide/Medical Assistant: Full-Time Day position, 
Monday thru Friday with Saturday rotation. This position requires good 
communications skills between you and the provider. Critical thinking and 
problem-solving skills are essential to providing excellent customer 
service and communication with our patients. Computer skills are required. 
Previous Clinic experience preferred. Current CNA Medication Aide/Medical 
Assistant certification required. — Seward Family Medical Center

Memorial Health Care Systems
WE ARE RECRUITING FOR THE FOLLOWING POSITIONS:

For immediate consideration,
complete an application at or send your resume to:

HR Dept., 300 N. Columbia Ave.
Seward, NE 68434
or visit www.MHCS.US to complete
an online application. For more
information call 402-646-4618.

RN – Days & Nights: Full-Time, Part-Time & PRN Day and Night 
Positions, Day Shift 5 a.m.–5 p.m., Night Shift 5 p.m.–5 a.m. Acute Care, ER 
and OB experience preferred. Flexible scheduling includes every third 
weekend with holiday rotation. RN licensure and ACLS required. Position 
includes night shift retention bonus. — Memorial Hospital

Community Relations Director: Full-Time Day Position. Candidate 
responsible for overseeing operations of Administration Department while 
providing direct support to CEO. Develop and oversee plans and policies 
related to customer service, community outreach programs and public  
relations. Responsible for all corporate image matters including advertising, 
press releases, website, social media and other communications. A candidate 
with a Bachelor’s degree from a four-year college or university with an 
emphasis in marketing or public relations with three years of related 
experience preferred. Health Care experience preferred. — Memorial Hospital

Admissions Coordinator: Full or Part-Time Day position, Monday-
Friday, with occasional assistance for evening, weekend and holiday shift 
coverage. Position is responsible for hospital patient registration, insurance 
verification, multi-line switchboard. Candidate must have excellent 
customer service skills, attention to detail and ability to multi-task. Previous 
experience preferred but not required. — Memorial Hospital

Pharmacy Technician II: Full-Time Day position. Candidate will 
assist pharmacist with hospital pharmacy operations including IV 
admixture, inventory management, patient billing, and medication 
stocking. Prior experience of hospital pharmacy operations preferred. 
Candidate needs to be motivated, hardworking, be able to multi-task, 
and have excellent customer service skills. Job requires standing/ 
walking. Pharmacy Technician Certification not required but will be 
necessary within one year of employment. – Memorial Hospital

Support Services Technician: Part-Time Day Position, 6:30 am – 3:00 pm, 
including every third weekend and holiday rotation. Seeking dependable 
person with an eye for detail. Will train the right candidate. — Memorial Hospital

The following positions are As Needed (PRN). For a full job description, 
visit our website at http://www.mhcs.us/about-us/employment

• RN – Nights • Child Care Teacher Aide• Respiratory Therapist

Child Care Teacher: Part-Time Days Monday – Friday with various shifts 
based on staffing needs, primarily working with infants. Early childhood 
education and/or experience required. Candidate must be 18 years of age.  
— Memorial Hospital

Sales Person
Hughes Brothers, in Seward, NE, is seeking a full-time Sales 
Person for our Inside Sales Department. Responsibilities 
include but are not limited to: contacts and communicates 
with customers, outside sales reps, distributors, contractors, 
OEM’s and utility companies to fulfill primary sales 
functions of quotations, order entry and sales support/
customer service.

This position will have a competitive salary based on 
education and experience, plus vacation, personal leave, 
401(k), health, dental, vision, life and disability insurance.

Associate’s degree in technical or business discipline and 
three years sales experience; or equivalent combination 
of both. Manufacturing sales experience and knowledge 
of basic utility construction terminology highly preferred. 
Advanced computer skills and experience with ERP 
software highly preferred. Excellent communication, 
organizational and computer skills required. Visit www.
hughesbros.com for more company information.

Mail or email cover letter and resume to: 

Chantel Denker, PHR, SHRM-CP 
Vice President Human Resources 
PO Box 159 
Seward, NE 68434  
Email: chantel@hughesbros.com 

Equal Opportunity Employer

Nebraska Law Enforcement Certification is 
preferred but not required. Non-Certified requires 
High School Diploma or equivalent. 21 y/o prior to 
graduation from NLETC. Pay is hourly with available 
overtime/call out pay. Employee Health/ADD/Term 
disability, Paid Holidays, Paid Leave, 401k with city 
matching 3%. Evaluation-based raises. Certified pay 
will be negotiable based on experience. Department 
furnished uniforms and equipment.

FULL-TIME
POLICE OFFICER POSITIONPOLICE OFFICER POSITION

Contact (402) 947-5531 
or Email Friendpd4220@gmail.com 
for application and more information. 

ARE YOU a proactive and organized individual 
with a passion for ensuring smooth office operations 
and excellent customer service?

WE ARE SEEKING a dedicated Student 
Services Executive Assistant to become an integral 
part of our team at Educational Service Unit 6 in 
Milford, NE.
For more info and application 
process visit www.esu6.org 
or call 402-761-3341. EEO/AAE

STUDENT SERVICES EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT

FCC IS LOOKING 
FOR ADDITIONAL 
KITCHEN STAFF
Line cook, fry cook, and 

dishwashers, Wednesdays–
Saturday nights.
Competitive and 

experience based pay!
Feel free to message us 

on Facebook or apply 
in person at 910 South 

Cherry Street in Friend, NE!

Friend Country Club

FOR MORE INFO or TO APPLY VISIT:
SUNRISECOUNTRYMANOR.COM/CAREERS

610 224th Road, Milford 
Ph: (402) 761-3230 ext. 224

E S T .  1 9 5 3

C O U N T R Y  M A N O R

Night Nurse (LPN or RN)
Are you a posi�ve leader who loves helping others? 
We are looking for a night nurse to be a team leader 
and oversee resident nursing cares. (Mon-Fri Only)

To apply and for other available posi�ons visit: 
www.sunrisecountrymanor.com/careers

Bartender Bartender 
(age 19+)(age 19+)

Wait Staff Wait Staff 
(age 19+)(age 19+)

$15+/hr  (wages & tips)

Evening and Evening and 
Weekend Shifts Weekend Shifts 

AvailableAvailable

123 S. 4th • Seward

Stop in for application

FULL-TIME & PART-TIME 
BARTENDERS WANTED BARTENDERS WANTED 

for All Shifts
Flexible hours | Great pay + tips!

Apply at the bar: 
132 W 12th Street | Crete 

402-826-4044

NOW HIRING!

HELP WANTED
NEED RIDE TO LINCOLN for 
medical appointments. Contact 
John. Will pay. 402-947-2918.
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COURTESY PHOTO

ABOVE: James, left, and 
Steve Ferguson stand in the 
practice room at the world 
competitions in Greece re-
ently. James is a 1997 grad-
uate of Seward High, and 
Steve is the former director 
of Seward City Recreation.

LEFT: James Ferguson, right, 
works for position against 
an opponent in the world 
competition in Greece.

RIGHT: James Ferguson won 
this silver medal at the Vet-
erans World Championships 
in Greece in October.

Ferguson represents U.S. at world event
BY STEPHANIE CROSTON

scroston@sewardindependent.com

What started on a 
whim ended with a sil-
ver medal.

James Ferguson fin-
ished in second place at 
the Veterans Wrestling 
World Championships in 
Greece at 70 kg.

Ferguson has wres-
tled most of his life. The 
second of five brothers, 
he was a state champion 
for Seward High in 1995 
and part of the state 
championship team in 
1997.

After his dad, Steve, 
retired from the city of 
Seward, Steve decided 
to train for nationals. 
James decided to, too.

“I want to bring home 
a medal,” he said.

The two went to Flor-
ida to train during the 
Covid-19 pandemic, and 
James said he treated 
the competition like 
the Cornhusker State 
Games.

“It was all reaction,” 
he said. “My first match 
was against the defend-
ing national and world 
champion.”

Ferguson finished 
third in the national 
tournament and came to 
a realization.

“If I’m going to do 
this, I need to spend 
more time on it,” he said.

Ferguson coaches 
a club team in Omaha 
and his daughter’s high 
school team at Millard 
West. He agreed to coach 
the Wildcats because the 
coach had no experience.

“I was back on the 
mats,” he said with a 
smile. “All my family 
was on the mats at the 
same time.”

Daughter Kaitlyn is 
15, daughter Keira is 13 
and son Mark is 10. All 
three wrestle. Ferguson 
said with everyone wres-
tling, that gives his wife 
Julie a break.

After his success at 
nationals, though, Fer-
guson decided to take 
this part of his wrestling 
career more seriously.

He went to a tour-
nament in Las Vegas 
and placed third again. 
Because he’s older, he’s 
had to modify his moves 
and adjust to the skills 
of the wrestlers he’s up 
against.

To prepare for nation-
als, Ferguson hired a 
nutritionist. Improving 
his diet helped increase 
his metabolism, he said. 
Another key was staying 
hydrated – he was drink-
ing 10 bottles of water a 
day.

“You hydrate like a 
sponge, not like beef 
jerky,” he said.

He also started 
regular workouts so his 

body wasn’t stressed at 
competition.

“It changes the way 
you look at wrestling,” 
he said. “You focus on 
having fun and compet-
ing and you get better.”

Ferguson broke his 
hand in his first match at 
the national tournament 
but went on to win both 
the Greco-Roman and 
freestyle competitions.

“I love Greco,” he 
said. “I didn’t plan on 
freestyle.”

The main difference 
between the two styles is 
in the holds allowed. In 
Greco-Roman, holds are 
only allowed above the 
waist. In freestyle, the 
whole body is fair game, 
and wrestlers can use 
their legs for holds.

He found out that 
the world champion-
ships were in Loutraki, 
Greece, and thought 
about going. One of the 
challenges he faced, 
however, was wrestling 
on Sundays.

“With USA Wrestling 
in Nebraska, a lot is on 
Sundays,” he said. “My 
faith does not allow 
wrestling on Sundays.”

He said he wants the 
sport to be about fam-
ily, and part of that is 
working around faiths 
that discourage Sunday 
competitions.

He did decide to go, 

however. Steve came 
along.

“It was amazing to be 
there to represent the 
United States,” he said. 
“We’re never promised 
tomorrow or next year. I 
had lots of support with 
my club.”

Once he got to Greece, 
the focus was on com-
petition. The two did a 
little sight-seeing, which 
Ferguson was able to 
connect to his faith.

The town of Loutraki 
is on the Sea of Corinth 
where the Apostle Paul 
traveled during his mis-
sionary journeys.

He also made connec-
tions and found similar-
ities with people from 
around the world. He 
and a coach from Japan 
were able to commu-
nicate in Spanish, for 
example.

Wrestling has helped 
Ferguson teach the 
wrestlers he works with, 
as well.

“You can do hard 
things,” he said. “It 
helps in all areas of life – 
courage, tenacity.”

Getting back into the 
sport as a competitor im-
proved his own agility 
and flexibility.

“I back flipped again,” 
he said, smiling.

He said wrestling on 
the international stage 
was humbling.

“All of them are na-
tional champs,” he said.

This wasn’t Fergu-
son’s first international 
wrestling experience. 
He traveled to Poland 
with the junior world 
team when he was in 
high school. He has also 
lived overseas, so has 
experienced a variety of 
cultures.

This trip reminded 
him how fortunate he 
is to live in the United 
States, he said.

The tournament was 
run differently from 
those in America, and 
the mats are different, 
he said.

The international mat 
is covered with a tarp 
that moves throughout 
the match.

Ferguson went 2-1 in 
his matches at 70 kilo-
grams or 154 pounds. He 
pinned Sehrii Lovin of 
Ukraine in 23 seconds 
and Aidos Kassymov 
of Kazakhstan in 2:33. 
In the final, he lost by 
pin to Kohi Furusato of 
Japan in 31 seconds.

Next year’s world 
championships are in 

COURTESY PHOTO

James Ferguson’s wrestling club in Omaha made this poster 
for him following his silver medal in world competition.

Croatia, he said. If he 
competes, he’ll be in 
Division C.

SparetimeSparetime
LLoounge unge &&GrillGrill

410 S. Hwy 6 | Milford, NE
(402) 761-2872

DavissonDavisson
FurnitureFurniture

CenterCenter

2767 Progressive Rd. (S. Hwy. 15)
Seward, NE 

The Magic Starts Here!The Magic Starts Here!

www.davissonfurniture.com
402-643-3777402-643-3777

YOUR COMMUNITY
YOUR NEWS

402-643-3676•sewardindependent.com

SCI
Seward County

Independent
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SUMMARY
SEWARD
Football
Hastings jumped out to a 21-0 lead and the Seward football team couldn’t come back Oct. 27, 
falling to the Tigers 35-6 in the fi rst round of the Class B playoffs.

Volleyball
After beating York 25-23, 25-17, 23-25, 25-19 in the subdistrict fi nal Oct. 24, the Seward 
volleyball team swept Beatrice 25-19, 25-17, 26-24 Oct. 28 to earn a trip to state. Kelsey Miller 
fi nished with 21 kills against York and nine against Beatrice. Abby Covalt recorded 26 digs 
against the Dukes and 22 against the Lady Orange.

MILFORD
Volleyball
Milford volleyball ended its season in the fi rst round of subdistricts Oct. 23, falling to Fairbury 25-
21, 26-24, 15-25, 25-16. Hannah Reynolds led the team with 10 kills, and Kylie Jakub recorded 
33 assists and 13 digs.

CENTENNIAL
Volleyball 
Centennial volleybal won its subdistrict in dramatic fashion and then fall short against Malcolm 
in the district fi nal Oct. 28. CHS beat Fillmore Central 25-14, 25-13, 25-23 and Fairbury 26-24, 
16-25, 15-26, 25-20, 15-8 in the subdistrict. Cora Payne had 20 kills over the two matches. In the 
25-21, 25-17, 25-13 loss to Malcolm, Catelynn Bargen led the team with seven kills.

MALCOLM
Football
The Malcolm football team hosted Chase County Oct. 27 in the fi rst round of the Class C2 
playoffs and beat CC 20-12. Maddox Meyer threw two touchdown passes.

Volleyball
After sweeping its subdistrict opponents, Malcolm volleyball swept Centennial Oct. 28 to qualify 
for state. MHS topped Lincoln Christian 25-17, 25-14, 25-18 and Wahoo 25-14, 25-23, 25-17 
Oct. 23 and 24 and took down Centennial 25-21, 25-17, 25-13.
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