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Members of Milford’s junior high cross country team spray
Lilly Kenning as she runs past during the Milford Invite Sept.
7. Read more on sports.
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Milford tax ask up

BY EMILY HEMPHILL
emily@sewardindependent.com

The City of Milford will keep its tax levy flat
at 48.2 cents for the 2023-24 fiscal year, with a 0%
increase.

However, the city’s tax ask will increase 17% to
$726,235, based on its proposed budget.

The change is the result of increased property
valuations for 2023-24.

Valuation on property within the city limits in-
creased from $128,968,021 to $150,654,932, therefore
the same levy rate will generate more revenue for
the city budget.

The total proposed operating budget for the com-
ing year is $10,049,897, 1% lower than last year, with
an additional $2.5 million in cash reserves.

The council held budget worknights on July 24
and 25 to discuss budget needs for the coming year.

Those discussions included a general insurance
increase of 9%, a health insurance increase of 12%
and a general salary increase of 5% for employees.

Because its tax request is more than the allow-
able 2% increase over last year, the city is required
by law to participate in a countywide joint public
tax hearing, set for 7 p.m. on Wednesday, Sept.

20, at the Seward Civic Center, 616 Bradford St. in
Seward.

The city will hold its own budget and tax request
hearings beginning at 7 p.m. on Thursday, Sept. 21,
at Milford City Hall, 401 First St. in Milford.

The public will have the opportunity to speak
and ask questions during both the Sept. 20 and Sept.
21 hearings.

City OKs funding request

BY EMILY HEMPHILL

emily@sewardindependent.com

At its Sept. 5 meeting, the Milford City Council:

- received an annual report from the Seward
County Chamber and Development Partnership
and approved renewing the city’s SCCDP member-
ship, along with a $12,566 funding request from the
SCCDP for the next fiscal year.
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DOUG CARROLL/MT
Nebraska state spending caps are making it difficult for Milford Public School to meet basic needs, says Superinten-
dent Kevin Wingard.

Revenue caps cause

struggle with MPS budget

BY EMILY HEMPHILL
emily@sewardindependent.com

New legislation is
causing trouble for Mil-
ford Public Schools.

The district board
of education will vote
on its proposed budget
later this month, but
Superintendent Kevin
Wingard said state caps
on spending are mak-
ing it difficult for the
school to meet its basic
needs.

Wingard will present
the budget at a county-
wide joint public tax
hearing at 7 p.m. Sept.
20 at the Seward Civic
Center, 616 Bradford St.
in Seward.

The joint hearing is
a requirement for any
taxing entity looking
toraise its tax asking
more than 2% from last
year.

“Our levy’s going
down, but our tax
asking is increasing
over the limit for that
process,” Wingard said,
because of increased
property valuations.

The Board of Educa-
tion will hold its own
budget and tax hear-
ings beginning at 6 p.m.
on Wednesday, Sept. 27,
at Milford Elementary.

The public is invited
to attend both hear-
ings to speak or ask

Edward Jones
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questions related to the
budget.

Proposed budget

MPS’ proposed bud-
get includes a 95-cent
levy across its General,
Bond and Special Build-
ing funds. The levy is
about 3 cents less than
last year’s.

That means a prop-
erty owner will pay
about $950 per $100,000
in valuation, about $31
less than last year.

However, the dis-
trict’s valuation in-
creased 10.36%, with
a total valuation of
$792,030,552 for 2023-24.
That’s about $74 million
higher than last year.

Because of the valua-
tion increase, MPS’ tax
request will increase
$482,225 to just over $7.5
million.

The district projects
about $12.1 million
in total spending this
school year, an increase
of $1.1 million over last
year.

That includes about
$2.5 million in state aid.

Equalization Aid

Unlike other school
districts in Seward
County, Milford’s bud-
get will not see a major
influx of foundation
aid funding granted by
Legislative Bill 583.

The bill passed in the
2023 legislative session
after strong encour-
agement from Gov. Jim
Pillen in an attempt to
reform property taxes.

It awards school dis-
tricts $1,500 in founda-
tion aid per student.

Milford is one of 84
equalized districts in
Nebraska, meaning it
receives state equaliza-
tion aid to help make up
for its substantially low
district valuation.

Milford is the largest
district in its confer-
ence, but it’s second to
last in valuation.

Wingard compared
MPS, which educates
815 students, to Cen-
tennial Public Schools
in Utica, another
rural school with an
enrollment of about 470
students.

“Our valuation in
our district is around
$700 million. Theirs is
just over $1.6 billion.
They’re double our val-
uation,” Wingard said.

The difference is
largely because of
irrigated farm land in
the Centennial dis-
trict. Centennial can
generate much more
property tax revenue
with a much lower levy
—theirs currently sits
just above 50 cents.

“We’d have to double

our levy so we’d both
have the same amount
coming in from our
patrons,” Wingard
said. “That’s where the
equalization aid comes
in.”

Because Milford is
an equalized school dis-
trict, it already receives
state aid under the Tax
Equity and Educational
Opportunities Support
Act, better known as
the TEEOSA formula.

The foundation aid
counts as revenue for
MPS, so when plugged
into the TEEOSA for-
mula, it actually counts
against the district’s
state aid amount.

“For us, it’s a wash,”
Wingard said.

For comparison,
Seward Public Schools
will receive $2.4 million
in state aid this year
because of the founda-
tion aid. Last year, it
received just $288,134 in
state aid — a significant
increase of just over
$2.1 million.

Milford will receive
only a $411,546 in-
crease.

nonequalized vs equal-
ized is very different,”
Wingard said. “For
some schools it’s a great
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Obituary

Marieta M. Roth
Jan. 2, 1941 - Sept. 6, 2023

Marieta Mary Roth, the sixth child born to Har-
ry and Velma (Miller) Roth, on Jan. 2, 1941, went
home to be with her =
Lord and Savior on Sept.
6, 2023, at the age of 82.

Marieta was baptized
at East Fairview Menno-
nite Church on Jan. 24,
1954, where she was a
lifelong faithful mem-
ber. Marieta grew up on
afarm south of Milford v
and she attended coun- “#
try school district #92.

As ayoung lady, Marie- || #&a
ta worked at Formfit in

Crete and later became

a certified nurse’s assistant. She spent her ca-

reer working at the Anna Sunderman Home in
Seward.

After retirement, she worked at Crestview
Care Center and Sunrise Country Manor, both in
Milford. She was a very caring and loving care-
giver for “her” residents in the nursing homes. At
home, she was always the quiet one, in the back-
ground showing her love to family by meeting
needs that needed to be done and even ones that
didn’t need to be done, going above and beyond to
show them how much she loved them.

Her hobbies included watching Nebraska foot-
ball, shopping, doing word searches and cross-
word puzzles, volunteering at Etcetera Shop in
Seward, playing dominos and traveling when the
opportunity presented itself. Her favorite travel
memory was when she was able to go to the Holy
Land and walked where Jesus walked.

Survivors include her brothers, Roger (Nancy)
Roth, Beaver Crossing, Lonnie Roth, Joseph Roth,
and Leonard Roth, all of Milford; sisters, Janice
Oswald, Milford, Ila (Larry) Kremer, Congress,
Arizona, Carolyn Miller, Millersburg, Indiana,
Sharon (Roger) Lehman, Washington Boro, Penn-
sylvania; brother-in-law, Cloy and Delores Roth,
Cairo; and many nieces, nephews and a host of
other relatives and friends.

Marieta was preceded in death by her parents,
Harry and Velma Roth; brother and sister-in-law,
Herbert and Jeanene Roth; sister, Ora Roth; and
brother-in-laws, Larry Miller and Gale Oswald;
niece, Audrey Roth; nephew, Darrel Roth; and a
great-nephew, Henry Benjamin Izeke.

The funeral service was Sept. 9 at the East Fair-
view Mennonite Church with burial in the church
cemetery. Memorial contributions are suggested
to the South Entrance Project at the East Fairview
Mennonite Church. Arrangements by Lauber
Funeral and Cremation Services.
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Amanda Pohlman
of Omaha and Grant
Biggs of Seward were
married Aug. 26 at
Christ The King Catho- \
lic Church in Omaha.

The bride’s parents
are Brent and Michele
Pohlman of Omaha,
and the groom’s par-
ents are Don and Julie
Biggs of Seward.

The matrons of
honor were Clara

g
T

p :.'
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Amanda and Grant Biggs

Ben Ahern, Jake Mc-
Gregor, Andrew Wright
and Max Korensky

Korensky and Katie were ushers
Wright, both of Omaha Followi : th
and sisters of the bride. ollowing the

wedding, guests were
invited to dinner and
dancing at the Leo Ball-
room in Omaha.

Bridesmaids were
Julia Pohlman, Alysa
Biggs, Claire Klassen,

Elizabeth Clark and
Ashley Jacobson. The Honored guests were
bride’s personal atten- ~ Srandparents of the

bride, Mr. and Mrs.
Lou D’Ercole of Omaha
and Mr. and Mrs. Ken

dants were Carolyn
Dinkel, Merissa Roth,

Emily Wordekemper

and Rachel Jacobson. Pohlman of Omabha,

Charity Pohlman was and grandparents of

flowergirl. the groom, Mr. and
The best man Mrs. Gary McGregor of

was Jordan Biggs of Seward and Mary Ann

Seward, the brother Biggs of Hastings.

of the groom. Grooms- The couple spent

their honeymoon in
Capri, Italy.

The couple will live
in Omaha, where Grant
is an associate with

men were Zachary
Pohlman, Matthew
Pohlman, Jacob
Schneider, Lucas Ripa,
John Sempek and Cody

Feist. Ringbearers First Capital Partners
were Quinten Pohl- of Omaha and Amanda
man, Harrison Conzett, isa content strategist
Tanner McGregor and  with Creighton Univer-
Callahan McGregor. sity in Omaha.
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Real estate

Information taken from Page to Anne Haines and Steven
records filed with the Seward Haines, Lot 8 and the N1/2 Lot 9,
County clerk. Block 4, Mary R. Spear's Addi-

Sept.1-5 tion to Seward. DS $427.50

Mitchell Gabel to Philip Cle-
ments and Kristin Clements, Lot
10 and the S1/2 Lot 11, Block 4,
W.W. Cox's Addition to Seward.
DS $396

I.H. Feary Building, LLC, to
JA Syndicate Co., LLC, Lots 10-
11 Block 27, Seward. DS $843.75

Ronald E. Page and Babs J.

Sherift’s dept.

DS exempt

Andrea C. Beckman and
Jeffrey L. Beckman to Andrea C.
Beckman and Jeffrey L. Beck-
man, trustees, Lot 3, Valley View
West First Addition to Milford.

Kenneth L. Luebbe to Denny
Wullenwaber and Cheri Wull-
enwaber, Lot B, Administrative

Replay of Lot 2, Luebbe-Martin
Addition to Seward. DS $78.75

Kenneth L. Luebbe to Brian
A. Vanderslice, Lot C, Admin-
istrative Replat of Lot 2, Lueb-
be-Martin Addition to Seward.
DS $22.50

Kenneth L. Luebbe to John P.

Singleton and Susan A. Sin-

gleton, Lot D, Administrative
Replat of Lot 2, Luebbe-Martin
Addition to Seward. $22.50

County court

Information pro- Harassment 1
vided by the Seward Medical calls 1
County Sheriff's Dept. Miscellaneous 31
for activities Aug. 27 - Motorist assists 10
Seé’lti Iimary of calls: Non-injury accidents

911 misdial 4 2 Pursuit 1

ibu%e/ r}[eglte/qt 3 . Reckless driving 12
9 ccidents w/injuries Suspicious vehicle/

Arrest-DUI'1 person 2

Arrest-DUS 2 Theft; 3

Business checks 2 Traffic control 1

Civil 3 fI‘rafﬁc hazard/de-

Civil/child custody 2~ bris2

Extra patrol 5 Traffic stops 41

Field contact 1 Village patrols 120

Fire/no burn permit Warrant/arrests 3
1 Welfare checks 4

Traffic

Information taken from records filed with the

Seward County court.
Aug. 28 - Sept. 1

Lali N. Stevens, 23, Omaha, speeding 11-15 mph
municipal, $75 fine.

Steven J. Clark, 59, Yankton, South Dakota,
CMV-tire, other, $50 fine.

Elvis J. Verde Verde, 25, Lincoln, no operator's
license/waiverable, $75 fine.

Tina L. Scott, 46, York, no operator's license/
waiverable, $75 fine.

Gerald F. Dubas, 62, Surprise, overtake/pass
stopped school bus, $500 fine.

Information taken
from records filed with
the Seward County
court.

Aug. 28 - Sept. 1

Joel R. Riley, DUI-al-
cohol first offense, $500
fine, nine months pro-
bation, revoked license
60 days and ignition in-
terlock device ordered.

Lexi Ann M. Barn-

hill, 19, Wahoo, disturb-

ing the peace, one year
probation.

Johnna T. Foster, 26,
Omaha, two counts of
driving under suspen-
sion before reinstat-
ed, $100 fine on both
counts.

Amanda J. Helgoth,
40, Rising City, DUI-al-
cohol first offense, $500
fine, nine months pro-
bation, revoked license
60 days and ignition in-
terlock device ordered.

Tristin D. Nickel, 19,
Western, DUI-alcohol
first offense, $500 fine,
seven days jail, revok-
led license six months
and ignition interlock
device ordered.

Sean A. Vierya, 30,
North Platte, DUI-alco-
hol first offense, $500

fine, six months proba-
tion, revoked license 60
days and ignition inter-
lock device ordered.

Oscar D. Sanchez,
26, Crete, DUI-alcohol
first offense, $500 fine,
two days jail, nine
months probation,
revoked license 60 days
and ignition interlock
device ordered, and
restitution of $2,441.14;
transporting a child
while intoxicated, $500
fine and nine months
probation.

Laura L. Seetin, 52,
Gresham, driving un-
der suspension before
reinstated, $100 fine;
possess or use drug
paraphernalia, $100
fine.

Kimberly A. Hardin,
50, Lincoln, DUI-alcohol
first offense, $500 fine,
six months probation,
revoked license 60 days
and ignition interlock
device ordered.

James A. Policky, 41,
Seward, driving un-
der suspension before
reinstated, 60 days jail
and revoked license one
year.

Saluting
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IN HONOR OF

NICK
HAYEK

U.S. Army National Guard
2019—Present

Sample of what will appear in the paper.
The information listed above must accompany
your photo in order to be published.

Honored Soldier:

Ou=let

* X

NEW SUBMISSIONS:

Seward County

erans
* X

Honor your soldier (living or deceased) in the Wednesday, November 8
edition of the Seward County Independent and The Milford Times.

PAST SUBMISSIONS WILL NOT AUTOMATICALLY BE INCLUDED

Drop off or mail the information form below and
veteran photo to the Seward County Independent,
129 S. 6th St., PO Box 449, Seward, NE 68434
or email: office@sewardindependent.com

IF YOU WISH TO HONOR YOUR
VETERAN(S), WE MUST BE NOTIFIED
BEFORE NOON
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 20
OR YOUR VETERAN
WILL NOT BE INCLUDED.

VETERANS DAY 2023

(1 New [ Please reuse previous year’s photo/info

Your salute will appear in:
the Seward County Independent and The Milford Times

INFORMATION MUST BE RECEIVED
BEFORE NOON ON OCTOBER 20, 2023.

Branch of Service: (A Army [JArmy Reserves
(A Navy [dAirForce [ Marines

Years of Service: Start End

A Living (Honoring) [ Deceased (In Memory Of) [ If changed from previous Veterans Salute edition

(d Army National Guard
(d Other

Person submitting info (required):

Name:
Phone:
This information is for office use only and will not be printed.
Seward County
SCI 129 S. 6th St. » PO Box 449 MT
Seward, NE 68434
Independent 402-643-3676 Milford Times
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School district budget

(CONTINUED FROM 1)

infall of cash, but for us,
it just didn’t compute
that way. We did get

an increase, but it isn’t
enough to offset our
expenses.”

At the Capitol

Milford Board of
Education President
Dave Welsch said LB
583 wasn’t a good fit for
equalized districts like
Milford.

He worked with Sen.
Tom Brandt to intro-
duce a bill what would
restore equalization aid
to all Nebraska school
districts.

“Most urban schools
are already equalized,
so it would make some
adjustments in the for-
mula so they would get
more aid,” Welsch said.

Foundation aid,
he said, creates more
equitable funding per
student.

“With equalization
aid, you're equalizing
property tax. Founda-
tion aid does the op-
posite. It creates more
disparity across the
state,” Welsch said.

He pointed out that
the first two words of
the TEEOSA formula
are “Tax Equity.”

“It’s property tax
equity. That’s why that
bill was created 33 years
ago,” Welsch said.

Their proposed bill
would bring levies in
high-levy districts down
more than those in low-
levy districts.

“It would bring the
levies closer across the
state. Now the levies
are going to be farther
apart,” he said, pointing
again to the differences
between districts like
Milford and Centennial,
which have roughly a
40-cent difference in
their levies.

“Foundation aid
basically helped schools
with low levies already.
It didn’t help the schools
with higher levies,”
Welsch said.

Revenue caps
Legislators also
passed a 3% cap on the
amount a school district

is allowed to increase
its budget. This year,
the school board could
vote to override the 3%
and ask for an addition-
al 6%.

“We did do that, and
we’re asking for the ma-
jority of that to balance
our budget,” Wingard
said.

He said the revenue
caps are preventing
MPS from having
enough cash on hand to
pay its bills.

The district post-
poned payment on some
of its August bills for
supplies and insurance,
Wingard said, because
it needed to ensure
funding was available
through September.

“In September, we
get a large amount of
our revenue from the
county,” he said.

That’s if everything
goes as planned. Wing-
ard said there’s a fine
line between making
it work and a budget
breakdown.

“If we didn’t receive
our tax ask from the
county or state aid
doesn’t come in, we’ll
have trouble paying our
bills,” he said. “When
you look at our cash
flow, it’s the tightest it’s
ever been.”

Wingard directly
attributed the problem
to revenue caps.

The general rec-
ommendation is that
school districts should
keep a minimum of two
months’ expenses as a
cash balance.

“We’re way below
that. That’s why our tax
asking is where it is this
year, because we don’t
have a choice,” Wingard
said.

He said proposals
are planned to keep the
revenue cap at 3% again
next year but eliminate
a school board’s ability
to exceed the cap by
another 6%.

“We’re hearing ru-
mors that they want to
ratchet it down to just
3% in the future, which
would be very, very
harmful for our dis-
trict,” Wingard said.

Another cap would
knock MPS’ cash

Silent Auction 9 am.- 3 p.m.
Garden Tractor Pull at Noon
Music by Down Home 11 a.m.-4 p.m.
Antique/Stock Tractor Pull at 1 p.m.
Pulled Pork Meal 12-4 p.m.
150th Program 3:30 p.m.
Music by Joker Band, 8-11:30 p.m.

Blacksmith Demonstrations,
0Id Farm Machinery Display,
Tours of Historical Buildings

53® ANNUAL September
AND 16 == 17
TRACTORS TREASURES Combined Celebration
SATURDAY EVENTS SUNDAY EVENTS
Car Show at 11am. Tractor Drive at 9 am.
Community Bake Sale 9 am.-Noon Kids Corner 11-3

Steele City info at 402-442-2353

T

Updates & complete listing at Facebook: Steele City
Flea Market, Fairbury.com or dkcows.com

Caricature Artist 11-2
Music by Down Home 11am.- 3 p.m.
0ld Fashion Church Service at 1p.m.
Community Parade at 3:15 p.m.

Tractor Show and
Flea Market Both Days

JCHS info at 402-729-5131
Tractor info at 402-446-7486

Sponsored by Jefferson
County Historical Society &
The Village of Steele City

balance even lower
and prevent the dis-
trict from completing
necessary projects like
building repairs or
keeping enough staff to
accommodate the dis-
trict’s rapid enrollment
growth.

“We have no ma-
jor building projects
planned, and that’s part
of our issue,” Wingard
said. “We have building
issues that we need to
address but we don’t
have the funds for.”

Some of those issues
include expanding
classroom space - right
now, the high school
uses portable class-
rooms outside because
there isn’t enough space
inside the building -
and updating old utility
equipment like heating
and air systems.

Increased expenses

MPS enrollment has
increased substantially
over the past 25 years,
from about 660 students
in 1999 to 815 students
today.

Since 1987, only
four classes have lost
student enrollment
between kindergarten
and graduation. Every
other class has gained
students — sometimes as
many as 23 additional
students in one class.

Since 2015, the dis-
trict has grown by 107
students.

“We’ve added prob-
ably seven teachers in
the last 10 years, plus
paraeducators,” Wing-
ard said.

Staffing-related ex-
penses make up 82% of
the district’s budget.

Of the proposed bud-
get increase, 92% will
go toward staffing costs.

“We only have a
$40,000 increase in bud-
get for building, utilities
and all other items,”
Wingard said.

The staff expenses
come in the form of pay-
roll, benefits like health
insurance and retire-
ment, and additional
staff needed to provide
services for students
with special needs.

Wingard said the dis-
trict has been intention-

al about increasing pay
and benefits packages
for certified staff.

Until recently, the
district was one of a
handful that didn’t pay
100% of an employee’s
health insurance costs.
It has since met that
benchmark to keep up
with other schools.

“When you start
losing staff candidates
because you're not
paying as much as other
school districts, that’s
a change that’s affected
our budget,” Wingard
said.

Health insurance pre-
miums increased 6.87%
this year and have av-
eraged a 5.47% increase
the past five years.

“When 82% of your
budget is staff-related,
it doesn’t take long for
these things to add up,”
Wingard said.

He commended the
board of education for
continuing to increase
pay for support profes-
sionals, as well.

“I think our school
board has done a won-
derful job giving salary
increases to reflect the
job they do. They do
a lot for our district,”
Wingard said. “They
could leave us at any
time if we’re not giving
salary increases. We
have a great staff, and
we don’t want to lose
them.”

Additionally, the
district has seen a jump
in the number of stu-
dents requiring special
education services with
an increase from 74
students in 2015 to 154
students in 2022.

The district previ-
ously received state
reimbursement for only
40% of special education
expenses. Under LB 583,
that will increase to
80%.

“We still have to bud-
get it, spend it, then we
get reimbursed a year
in arrears,” Wingard
said, adding that show-
ing this type of funding
in the budget does not
equate to having the
money available to
spend throughout the
year.

Other costs have gone

up, too, like fuel, books
and meals.

“Diesel fuel and util-
ities alone increase for
everybody every year,”
he said.

Local control

Wingard expressed
frustration with the
legislature for taking
authority away from
local school boards with
what he called “blanket
policies.”

“Not all school
districts are the same,”
he said. “When you
hear the general state-
ment about how public
schools are overspend-
ing, I wish they’d go
to that specific school
and see what’s affecting
them.”

Historically, Mil-
ford’s school board has
taken a conservative
approach to budgeting
and the district often
comes in under budget
at the end of the year.

MPS has a per-pupil
cost of $13,738, which is
$1,375 below the state
average.

“We’ve had some
pretty small increases
and expenditures and
even some negative
expenditures,” Wingard
said. “Our board has
been fiscally respon-
sible to our taxpayers
—almost to the point
of being too fiscally
responsible — and now
these caps are coming
back to hurt us.”

Wingard said he
believes school board
members should be the
ones making budget de-

cisions, not legislators.

“That’s why we have
elections and local
boards,” Wingard said.

Welsch has served on
Milford’s school board
for 25 years. He served
on a country school
board for seven years
prior.

He said he’s noticed a
shift away from support
for public schools in the
legislature over the past
10 years.

He said he’s frus-
trated by the state’s
requirement that school
districts participate
in the joint public tax
hearings, which arose
from LB 644 in 2021.

“It’s been dubbed the
‘Truth in Taxation bill,
which is very offensive
to me as a school board
member,” Welsch said.
“We have a budget hear-
ing and a tax hearing
every year. We can’t
force people to come, but
now they say we haven’t
been telling the truth.”

Wingard said if
the caps continue, the
district’s only options to
balance the budget will
be to reduce staff, over-
ride the revenue cap by
a vote of the public or
pass a bond issue.

“We’re going to have
to do something down
the road if these caps
continue,” he said. “If
they take the flexibility
away of our local board
making these decisions,
it’s going to hurt us
further.”

Lu EAGUE OFIY\r/?rzA}EI\fI\ VOTERS'
WOMEN IN POLITICS
Sunday, September 24 | 2 p m.

Seward Memorial Library [
233 S 5th St., Seward

A,
Hear from Senators
Jana Hughes and

| Danielle Conrad, s

both Seward High graduates as they discuss thelr mterest
in politics and service to the Nebraska Legislature.

ALL ARE WELCOME!

Co-Sponsored by the League of Women Voters & Seward Memorial Library

OMAHA

PRESENTED BY

@ fbo

SEPTH

228&23,2023

CHI Health Center Omaha
7:30PM * Cost: $30-$50
ON SALE NOW! 402-599-6910 % Ticketmaster.com Q@&

S

Southeast

COMMUNITY COLLEGE

Register for Fall Visit Days
Discovery Days

BEATRICE
Oct. 9
Nov. 6

LINCOLN
Sept. 29

Nov. 17

MILFORD
Oct. 6
Nov. 3

Career Days

BEATRICE
Ag Day:
Sept. 27

LINCOLN

Auto Career Expo: Construction Day:
Oct. 10

MILFORD

Sept. 21
Mfg./Eng. Day:
Oct. 25

Register at southeast.edu/VisitSCC

care?

for nearly 50

to see if we can
help.

Do You Have a

DISABILITY?

Are you or someone you love facing
life in a nursing home? Are you in a

nursing home but able to live in the

community again with the proper

The League of Human Dignity has
been helping people with disabilities
live independently

years. Contact us

Phone 833-800-5643

LEAGUE

OF
HUMAN
DIGNITY

NORMA
STUTZMAN

HELP HER
CELEBRATE BY

sending cards to:

1209 2nd St. | Apt. 5
Friend, NE 68359

L0G HOMES

JUST RELEASED: AMERICAN LOG HOMES
is assisting estate and account
settlement on houses

ESTATE

PAY ONLY THE BALANCE OWED! °

LOG HOME KITS
selling for BALANCE OWED with FREE DELIVERY

Model #101, Carolina, $40,8640 ~ BALANCE OWED $17,000
Model #203, Georgia, $49,500  BALANCE OWED $19,950
Model #305, Biloxi, $36,825 BALANCE OWED $14,500
Model #403, Augusta, $42,450  BALANCE OWED $16,500

NEW HOMES: Serious Inguiries only Call: 704 368-4928

* Never been manufactured

* NO TIME LIMIT FOR DELIVERY

* Comes with complete building
blueprints and Construction Manual

* Windows. Doors and Roofing not included
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Thinking about the one that got away

BY AMY HAUSMAN

amyefriendsentinel.com

It started in 1999 in
an uptight, affluent Mil-
lard High ,
School
biology
class.

It was
summer
school
before se-
nior year, ® <
andI was AmyHausman
the nerdy
girl with
Lisa Loeb glasses who
needed to take extra
credits so I could keep
my journalism elective
courses.

Clay was not in
the class for the same
reason. Although dis-
cerningly clever, Clay
was too smart for his
own good. He was a bad
boy who had reckless
disregard for rules,
curfews and did what
he wanted. I could not
help but swoon over
his ginger curls, baggy
skater jeans and care-
free spirit.

In a senior class of
more than 400, we knew
the same people but nev-
er had hung out before
that class. A few weeks
before summer school
began a mutual friend of
ours dragged him to my
dance recital, so I sup-
pose he did know who
I was although I hoped
he did not remember
the Egyptian costume I
wore that day.

Clay always seemed

so cool and out of my
league, so when we
started studying togeth-
er that summer it was
my teenage dream.

I was painfully shy,
insecure and as nervous
as they come. I remem-
ber sitting next to him
and wishing he would
hold my hand. The idea
of Clay kissing me was
an utter fantasy. Noth-
ing happened that sum-
mer and when school
started in the fall, Clay
was not there.

Rumors circulated
about what happened to
the high school maver-
ick, but all I knew is he
was gone and I con-
cluded the sparks I felt
must have been imag-
ined. When Clay did
not emerge by the time
HOCO rolled around
I asked a buddy to the
senior dance to avoid
the ultimate adolescent
humiliation of going in
a group.

Years went by.

It was 2009 and two
children later, I was
divorced from the
buddy I went to the
senior dance with. To
cope, I buried myself in
my career, and a rabbit
hole research project
led me to a name that I
had always wondered
about: Clay. It had been
a decade.

What do you say
when that much time
goes by? Do you just
ignore it? But some-
thing in me could not,
and I wrote him a letter

(YES, a letter. This was
a long time ago!). And...
Clay wrote me back and
it was the same sparks
that flew in the high
school lab.

We exchanged letters
for over a year while
he moved around the
country.

When Clay and I
finally saw each other
face-to-face when he
came to visit his par-
ents in 2011, it was like
every love song you ever
heard. For about three
years when he would
travel back to Nebraska
from Arizona, we were
like magnets and there
was nothing that could
stop the inevitable con-
nection between us.

Each visit home was
like no time had passed
at all. But we all know
you can’t stop time
and we both met oth-
er people. Both of our
relationships fell away
and two years ago, Clay
reached out to me after
not communicating for
seven years.

The magnetic pull
is still there and it
feels like we are naive
17-year-olds. We are
grown ups now (well,
kind of) and realize the
world is not as perfect
as the rose colored
safety glasses that we
wore in our class 24
years ago. He still lives
in Arizona and I am
telling you, ladies, the
desert heat has nothing
on his hotness without
him even trying.

How is it possible to
only get better looking
with age? We aren’t de-
fined as anything other
than the one person I
want to give my pre-
cious time to. Distance
and full lives make it
hard. We have hurt each
other badly yet been
each other’s anchors
in our own personal
comeback stories. Two
human boomerangs.

Today, Clay is in
Nebraska and I want
to pause time. I want
to make him fall in
love with Crete and
show him our elote can
hang, to convince him
a sunset full of hot air
balloons dotted around
mountains is just as
beautiful as rainbows
cast off pivots in field
corn.

For him to remember
the goosebumps a Husk-
er tunnel walk brings.
For us to realize two
stubbornly, independent
people that don’t easily
bend can forgive, trust
each other and commit.

Like the song says
in another life, I would
make Clay stay but the
reality is he may always
be the one that got away.
Even if that is how it
turns out, he is the best
supporting character in
my story and nothing
will make me edit him
out.

Stay tuned for a
steamy romance novel
in all my spare time.

Local voice isimportantin government functions

BY SEN. JANA HUGHES
Dist. 24

In the Nebraska Legislature,
each of us who are privileged
to serve represent P A
approximately the 7
same number of
voters.

However, the R
districts we repre-

sent are unique and /’A, - i -
different. They are 4 LU
also not the same Sen. Jana
size geographi- Hughes

cally. District 43,

currently represented by Sen.
Tom Brewer, is larger than nine
other individual states: Mary-
land, Vermont, New Hampshire,
Massachusetts, New Jersey,
Hawaii, Connecticut, Delaware
and Rhode Island.

Meanwhile, the three largest
counties in terms of population,
which are home to more than
57% of our state’s citizens, are
represented by 20 of the 49 sena-
tors.

This is not to disparage the
Unicameral or to advocate for
another system — far from it. At
recent conferences, I heard di-
rectly from my fellow legislators
from other states that they are
envious of Nebraska’s system of
government.

Every bill introduced here
receives a public hearing and we
don’t have middle of the night
“compromises” between two leg-
islative bodies that churn out en-
tirely new legislation from what
was initially passed. We also
aren’t paying double for a sepa-
rate House and Senate, which are
effectively the same thing at the

districts have to represent rough-

ly the same population, making
it impossible to duplicate the
structure of the U.S. Senate, with
its two senators per state.

While 57% of our state’s pop-
ulation is currently represented
by 40% of the senators, future
redistricting could potentially
align the number of districts
more closely with population,
putting a majority of senators
inside the three largest counties.
To maintain a healthy balance
between what we consider urban
and rural parts of our state, it is
imperative that we do not take
away local control from our
cities, towns and villages or from
our school districts and counties.

The local voice is not only
important, it is appropriate.
Creating a system where the
legislature is micromanaging
the budget for a county’s road
maintenance, the local village’s
budget, or what a public school
decides can go on its lunch menu
is not efficient or effective.

One reason our Unicamer-
al has stood the test of time is
that we have maintained a very
strong system of local govern-
ment. The folks on the county
board, the village council or the
school board are all elected by
their neighbors. They are also di-
rectly accountable to the people
who live side by side with them
in their communities.

Strong local government also
prevents a bloated state bureau-
cracy. There is no need to grow
state agencies or create new ones
if the decisions and oversight are
conducted at the local level. For
the same reasons, strong local
government enhances our ability

There is a proposal being cir-
culated for signatures that aims
to replace all taxes, including
local sales and property taxes,
with a consumption tax, oth-
erwise known as the EPIC tax.
Property tax has been a hot topic
for a good while.

The Legislature adopted
legislation this past session to
lessen property taxes’ burden on
Nebraskans and more needs to
be done, including looking into
soaring property valuations as
Gov. Jim Pillen has begun to do
with his recently announced task
force.

EPIC sounds like something
that is huge, grand and even a lit-
tle daunting and is not the term
I’d use to name or describe a new
tax. Nonetheless, while most
everyone agrees that reducing
taxes on everyday Nebraskans is
a noble goal, with EPIC the trade
for not having to pay income,
sales, property or inheritance
taxes is that all control over local
budgets will be whisked away to
Lincoln to be jointly controlled
by the governor and the Legisla-
ture.

I was born and raised in
District 24. I feel far more com-
fortable having decisions about
our schools, counties and local
communities being made by my
neighbors than I would with
them being made by 49 senators
in Lincoln. Just something to
think about.

If I can be of assistance to
you in any way, do not hesitate
to contact my office by email at

Times

Getung answers
for POW/MIA

famihies

BY PETE RICKETTS
U.S. Senator

Over a half a cen-
tury ago, President

John F.
Kennedy
once said,
“Anation [ ~
reveals b
itself not
only by =
the men ) 4
it pro- ’%‘
duces but - ’
also by Pete Ricketts
the men
it honors, the men it
remembers.”

National POW/MIA

Recognition Day on
Sept. 15 is an oppor-
tunity to honor and
remember the women
and men who may be
missing but must never
be forgotten. Ameri-
cans who are Prisoners
of War (POW) or Miss-
ing in Action (MIA)
deserve to be honored
and recognized for
their sacrifices on be-
half of our nation.

Their families — who
sometimes go the rest
of their lives waiting
for news of their loved
ones — also deserve
special recognition and
our deepest apprecia-
tion. This year, I want
to highlight a Nebras-
ka story that reminds
us of those sacrifices.

Chief Warrant
Officer 3 Larry Alfred
Zich, a native of Lin-
coln, was a pilot during
the Vietnam War. On
April 3,1972, he was
co-piloting a combat
support mission in
South Vietnam with
three other crew mem-
bers. The Huey heli-
copter they were flying
went off the radar and
was never heard from
again. It was Zich’s
24th birthday.

For 51 years, Zich’s
family and friends
have lived in a world
of unknowns. Neither
his remains nor the
helicopter were recov-
ered. For 51 years, his
family had to celebrate
birthdays, anniversa-
ries, and holidays with
Nno news.

Last year, that final-
ly changed. In 1988, a
Vietnamese refugee
turned over human
remains from individ-
uals who had allegedly
died in a plane crash.
It wasn’t until nearly
35 years later, on Oct.
25, 2022, that the U.S.
Defense POW/MIA
Accounting Agency
(DPAA) conclusively
confirmed some of the
remains belonged to
Zich.

In March of this
year, DPAA announced
the identification of
Zich’s remains. When
his widow, Debbie Jen-
sen, saw the news in
Nebraska, she had no
idea how to get ahold
of the Department of
Defense. She reached
out to my office for

National
POW/MIA
Recognition
Day on Sept.
15is an
opportunity
to honor and
remember the
women and
men who may
be missing but
must never be

forgotten.

Nebraska.

Our team of dedi-
cated casework staff
connected her with the
appropriate contacts
at the Department of
Defense. As a result,
Chief Warrant Officer
Zich was properly laid
to rest with full mili-
tary honors at Lincoln
Memorial Cemetery on
June 6, 2023.

Zich is just one of
the tens of thousands
of service members
who have not come
home and whose status
remains unclear. As
of May 2023, there
are more than 81,000
Americans missing
from conflicts dating
back to World War II.
The friends and fam-
ily of these women
and men deserve our
prayers and our thanks
for the sacrifices they
have made.

Nebraska has arich
history of supporting
our military. Offutt
Air Force Base is home
to one of three Defense
POW/MIA Accounting
Agency labs in the U.S.
These labs analyze
and inventory skele-
tal remains, identify
bones, and determine
a biological profile to
identify unknown ser-
vice members who died
in previous wars.

The National De-
fense Authorization
Act I recently sup-
ported would autho-
rize funding for the
planning and design
of a new lab facility at
Offutt so more families
like Zich’s can get the
answers they deserve.

As governor and
now senator, I am
constantly fighting to
keep our state one of
the best for active and
retired military to live,
work, and raise a fam-
ily. I signed paperwork
naming Nebraska’s
section of U.S. Highway
20 as the “Nebraska
Medal of Honor High-
way.”

The NDAA also se-
cures a 5.2% pay raise
for servicemembers.
I'm also a supporter of
the Major Richard Star

state level. to balance the state budget, keep ~ jhughes@leg.ne.gov, by phone help getting in touch Act, which provides in-
The U.S. Supreme Court has state taxes low and solve local at (402) 471-2756 or on Facebook: to ensure he would be  jured combat veterans
ruled that each state’s electoral problems quickly. Senator Jana Hughes. brought back home to with their full benefits.
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Milford’s Sarah Spahr, left, and Libbie Reil put up a block against Ashland-Greenwood at the Malcolm Boosters Tour-

nament Sept. 7.

Eagles split four at Malcolm

BY STEPHANIE CROSTON

scroston@sewardindependent.com

Milford volleyball
started the week with
a 3-1 win over Fillmore
Central and then went
2-2 at the Malcolm Invi-
tational Sept. 7 and 9.

Coach Emily Restau
said the Eagles are
continuing to work on
consistency and playing
fearlessly.

“Our hitters are look-
ing more comfortable
while understanding
to be aggressive while
staying under control,”
she said.

Sarah Spahr led the
attack in the win over
Fillmore Central Sept. 5,
notching 10 kills. Sarah
Reynolds added nine,
and Kylie Jakub served
four aces and delivered
33 assists. Jakub and
Kira Schweitzer had 11
digs each.

Restau said the team
started off slow in Sept.
7’s matches at Malcolm.
She was pleased with
how the team responded
in the second match,
which carried over into
Saturday’s matches.

Milford lost to Ash-
land-Greenwood 2-0 and
to Lincoln Lutheran 2-0
on the first day and beat
Fairbury 2-0 and Fort
Calhoun 2-0 on Satur-
day.

Spahr and Hannah
Reynolds had eight kills
each against Ash-
land-Greenwood, and
Jakub put up 19 assists.

Against Lincoln Lu-
theran, Spahr had seven
kills.

Hannah Reynolds led

the team with 10 kills
against Fairbury and
Jakub delivered 17 as-
sists. Sydney Burkey led
offense with eight kills
against Fort Calhoun.
The Eagles (4-5) are to
host David City and Mal-
colm for a triangular
Sept. 12 and host Ash-
land-Greenwood and
Omaha Duchesne Sat-
urday, Sept. 16. Milford
will play at 9 a.m. and 11
a.m., with Duchesne and
Ashland-Greenwood
to play each other at 10
a.m.

Milford 3, Fillmore Central 1
MHS 19 25 25 25
FCHS 25 1123 8

ATTACKS (good-attempts-kills)—Libbie
Reil 6-7-4, Kylie Jakub 3-3-1, Sarah Spahr 26-29-
10, Hannah Reynolds 20-25-7, Sarah Reynolds
18-23-9, Madison Roth 4-7-1, Sydney Burkey
17-20-9. Totals 94-114-41.

BLOCKS (solo-assists)—Reil 0-1, Spahr
1-5,H.Reynolds 0-3, S. Reynolds 0-1, Burkey 1-2.
Totals 2-12.

SERVES (good-attempts-aces)—Paige
Riley 13-13, Kira Schweitzer 8-8, Jaidyn Bell 6-9-3,
Reil 7-10-1, Jakub 30-32-4, Spahr 1-2, H. Reynolds
18-18-2. Totals 83-92-10.

SETS (good-attempts-assists)—Sch-
weitzer 1-1, Bell 1-2, Reil 7-8-4, Jakub 90-90-33,
Spahr 3-3-2, H. Reynolds 1-1, S. Reynolds 0-1,
Burkey 0-1-1. Totals 102-106 39.

DIGS—Riley 4, Schweitzer 11, Bell 7, Reil 8,
Jakub 11, Spahr 3, H. Reynolds 3, S. Reynolds 2,
Burkey 2. Total 52.

Ashland-Greenwood 2, Milford 0
AGHS 25 28
MHS 18 26

ATTACKS (good-attempts-kills)—Reil
6-6-2, Jakub 4-5-1, Spahr 12-16-8, H. Reynolds
12-13-8,S.Reynolds 6-9-3, Burkey 14-15-4.Totals
54-64-26.

BLOCKS (solo-assists)—Spahr 0-1, Burkey
0-1.Totals 0-2.

SERVES (good-attempts-aces)—Riley 7-8,
Schweitzer 2-3, Bell 0-1, Reil 8-8-1, Jakub 11-12,
H.Reynolds 9-9-1, S.Reynolds 4-4.Totals 41-45-2.

SETS (good-attempts-assists)—Riley 1-1,
Schweitzer 5-5-1, Bell 1-1-1, Reil 2-2-1, Jakub
43-43-19, Burkey 4-4. Totals 56-56-22.

DIGS—Riley 3, Schweitzer 3, Bell 2, Reil 5,
Jakub 4, S. Reynolds 2. Total 19.

Lincoln Lutheran 2, Milford 0

LLHS 25 25
MHS 20 15

ATTACKS (good-attempts-kills)—Reil
8-10-3, Jakub 6-7-1, Spahr 13-15-7, H. Reynolds
8-11-3, S. Reynolds 10-12-2, Burkey 11-11-2.
Totals 56-66-18.

BLOCKS (solo-assists)—Jakub 1-0, Spahr
0-1, Burkey 0-1.Totals 1-2.

SERVES (good-attempts-aces)—Riley 8-8-
1, Schweitzer 4-4, Reil 2-3, Jakub 6-8, H. Reynolds
3-4, S.Reynolds 7-9. Totals 30-36-1.

-

DOUG CARROLL/MT

Milford’s Sydney Burkey tries to spike past an Ash-
land-Greenwood block attempt at the Malcolm Boosters

Tournament Sept. 7.

SETS (good-attempts-assists)—Riley
2-2-1, Schweitzer 3-3, Bell 1-1-1, Reil 4-4, Jakub
40-40-12, H.Reynolds 0-1, S. Reynolds 1-1.Totals
51-52-14.

DIGS—Riley 4, Schweitzer 3, Bell 3, Reil 6,
Jakub 2, Spahr 2, H. Reynolds 1, S. Reynolds 4.
Total 25.

Milford 2, Fairbury 0

MHS 25 25
FHS 19 21

ATTACKS (good-attempts-kills)—Reil 6-9-
3, Jakub 4-6, Spahr 10-11-5, H. Reynolds 18-20-8,
S.Reynolds 7-9, Roth 1-1, Burkey 12-12-6. Totals
58-68-22.

SERVES (good-attempts-aces)—Riley 9-9-
3, Schweitzer 10-10-2, Reil 4-5, Jakub 14-14-1,H.
Reynolds 4-5, S. Reynolds 6-6. Totals 47-49-6.

SETS (good-attempts-assists)—Riley 4-4,
Schweitzer 1-2, Bell 5-5-2, Reil 5-5-2, Jakub 49-49-
17, Spahr 0-1, S. Reynolds 2-2. Totals 65-67-21.

DIGS—Riley 6, Bell 3, Reil 4, Jakub 8, H.
Reynolds 2, S. Reynolds 3. Total 26.

Milford 2, Fort Calhoun 2

MHS 25 25
FCHS 22 17

ATTACKS (good-attempts-kills)—Reil
7-10-4, Jakub 2-2, Spahr 11-15-5, H. reynolds
7-99-3,S. Reynolds 6-6-1, Burkey 14-15-8. Totals
47-57-21.

BLOCKS (solo-assists)—Spahr 0-3, H.
Reynolds 0-2, Burkey 0-1. Totals 0-6.

SERVES (good-attempts-aces)—Riley
6-7, Schweitzer 4-5, Reil 4-4, Jakub 14-16-5, H.
Reynolds 12-12, S. Reynolds 5-6. Totals 45-50-5.

SETS (good-attempts-assists)—Sch-
weitzer 1-1, Bell 8-8-4, Reil 2-2-1, Jakub 42-42-15,
Spahr 1-1-1. Totals 54-54-21.

DIGS—Riley 2, Schweitzer 5, Bell 2, Reil 4,
Jakub 8, H. Reynolds 1, Burkey 1. Total 23.

MHS football falls at North Bend

BY STEPHANIE CROSTON
scroston@sewardindependent.com

The Milford football
team came up short
against North Bend
Central 42-20 Sept. 8 in
North Bend.

The Tigers led 28-0 be-
fore the Eagles cracked
the endzone on a 54-yard
run by Isaac Roth in the
second quarter.

Tyce Lopez added a
29-yard touchdown run
in the third quarter, and
Logan Roth connected

with Isaac Roth for a
14-yard TD strike in the
fourth.

Lopez finished with
101 yards on 21 carries.
Logan Roth completed
five of 13 pass attempts.

Keenan Troyer led
the defense with five
solo tackles and nine
assists.

The Eagles (0-3) will
be back home Friday,
Sept. 15, to host Kearney
Catholic (2-1) for home-
coming. Kickoff is at 7
p.m.

The Stars have beaten
Doniphan-Trumbull
and Hershey but lost to
Minden 28-14 Sept. 8.

North Bend 42, Milford 20
MHS 0 8 6 6 20
NBC 10 18 6 8 42
First quarter
NBC—11-yard pass (conversion good)
NBC—Safety
Second quarter
NBC—1-yard run (conversion failed)
NBC—49-yard pass (conversion failed)
NBC—41-yard pass (conversion failed)
MHS—Isaac Roth 54-yard run (conversion
good)
Third quarter
NBC—29-yard pass (conversion failed)
MHS—Tyce Lopez 29-yard run (conversion
failed)
Fourth quarter
NBC—15-yard pass (conversion good)
MHS—Logan Roth 14-yard pass to Isaac

Roth (kick failed)

Team totals

MHS NBC
First downs 13 23
Carries-yards 32-187  30-165
Comp.-att.-int. 5-13-2  22-2911
Passing yards 36 299
Punts-avg. 4-0 NA
Return yards 67 NA
Fumbles-lost 0 1
Penalties-yards 3-25 2-6

Individual stats

RUSHING—Lopez 21-101, . Roth 2-51,
KeenanTroyer 4-54, Westin DeLong 4-12, L. Roth
1-(-11).

PASSING—L. Roth 5-13-2 36.

RECEIVING—I. Roth 3-21, Lopez 1-11,
Connor Adams 1-4.

TACKLES—Troyer 5u, 9a; Lopez 3u, 3a; .
Roth 2u, 4a; DeLong 2u, 8a; Zeb Reil 2u, 1a; Gavin
Piening 2u, 4a; Scholar Crumrine 2u, 9a; Owen
Anderson 2u, 6a; Quinn Zegers 1u, 2a; Brody
Mach 1u, 4a; Adams 4a; Kaleb Meierdierks 1a;
Garrett Schoen 2a; Colby Rautenberg 2a.

TURNOVERS—Interceptions: Lopez. Fum-
ble recovery: Crumrine.

Milford gets
trio of wins

BY STEPHANIE CROSTON

scroston@sewardindependent.com

The Milford softball
team is in a grueling
stretch of the season.
With nine games over
seven days, the Eagles
were looking for mo-
mentum in last week’s
games.

MHS went 3-2 over
its five competitions.

Milford lost to York
15-4 Sept. 5, beat Fair-
bury 11-6 Sept. 7 and
finished third at the
Cuming County tour-
nament in West Point
Sept. 9, beating Cuming
County 16-3, losing to
Centura/Central Valley
4-3 on a walk-off single
and topping Fillmore
Central/Exeter-Milli-
gan/Friend 10-3.

Coach Shelly Mowin-
kel said the Eagles were
disappointed in how
they played against
York.

“Ididn’t feel we
played that well,” she
said.

Milford had six hits,
including a home run
by Ayla Roth, but com-
mitted seven errors.

Mowinkel said the
team went back to the
drawing board before
its Fairbury game.

“We just need to take
care of our side,” she
said.

Although Milford
beat Fairbury, Mowin-
kel said the Eagles let
the Jeffs hang around
too long.

“Each girl tried to
win the game with one
play,” she said.

The biggest momen-
tum shift came on a
double play in the top of
the sixth. Addi Mow-
inkel then hit a grand
slam in the bottom of
the inning to extend
Milford’s lead to 11-6.
Mowinkel finished the
game with six RBIs.

Milford started the
day Sept. 9 with a 12-
run first inning against
Cuming County en
route to a 16-3 win. Izzy
Yeackley drove in three
and Maeli Kubicek had
two RBIs.

“We did everything
well,” Coach Mowinkel
said. “We were disci-
plined in the box, hit
the ball well and played
defense well.”

Roth hit her second
home run of the week
in the loss to CCV. She
hit two triples in the
win over FCEMF and
scored four runs. Kubi-
cek and Yeackley had
three RBIs each.

“We played three
great games,” Coach
Mowinkel said.

After the loss to CCV,
Milford came back with
an error-free game
against FCEMF, which
the coach was happy to
see.

Roth was 4-4 and
Addi Mowinkel 2-3 to
lead the offense against
the Panthers.

Coach Mowinkel
said she thought the
team did a good job
responding to her chal-
lenge to “chase joy and
enjoy playing the game
you love.”

The Eagles started
this week with a 14-3
win over Syracuse
Sept. 11.
MHS
ended
the game
in the
fourth
with a
13-run
outburst.
Yeacley
was 2-3
with a double, a home
run and four RBISs,
and Sadie Frazier and
Maeli Kubicek drove in
three each.

Milford (12-5) was to
host Centennial Sept.
12 and Seward Thurs-
day, Sept. 14, at 6:30
p.m. and go to David
City for a tournament
Saturday, Sept. 16.

A. Mowinkel

York 15, Milford 4

YHS 520 110 6 15 12 1
MHS 000 210 1 4 6 7
MHS ab r h  rbi
Roth,Ayla............. 3 1 1 1

Stutzman, Macy ....... 3 0 1 0
Mowinkel, Addi........ 2 1 1 0
Kubicek, Maeli......... 3 1 1 0
Yeackley, Izzy. ......... 3 0 1 1

Carraher, Delaney ..... 3 1 1 0
Wittstruck, Hannah ... 3 0 0 1

Frazier, Sadie .......... 3 0 0 0
Maple,Ava............ 2 0 0 0
Pierce, Chloe .......... 1 0 0 0
Totals ................ 26 4 6 3

2B—Stutzman. 3B—Carraher. HR—Roth.
SB—Kubicek, Mowinkel.

MHS IP R(ER) BB K
Kubicek (L) ........... 12 54 2 3
Carraher.............. 51 102 5 1
Milford 11, Fairbury 6

FHS 101 301 0 6 6 2
MHS 103 205 0 11 10 6
MHS ab r h  rbi
Roth ...........cooet 1 4 1 0
Stutzman ............. 3 2 1 0
Mowinkel ............. 4 2 3 6
Kubicek ............... 4 0 0 1

Yeackley .............. 4 0 0 0
Carraher............... 3 1 1 0
Wittstruck............. 3 0 2 1

Frazier ................ 2 0 1 0
Brown, Alyssa ......... 1 0 0 0
Maple......oovveeennn. 3 1 1 0
Totals ................ 28 1 10 8

2B—Carraher. HR—Mowinkel. HBP—Roth.
SB—Stutzman, Roth.

MHS IP R(ER) BB K
Carraher.............. 3.2 53) 4 1
Kubicek (W).......... 3.1 100) 0 5

WP—Carraher 2.

Milford 16, Cuming County 3

MHS (12)40 16 8 1
cC 300 3 55
MHS ab r h  rbi
Roth .............oooe. 2 3 1 1

Kubicek ............... 1 2 1 2
Mowinkel ............. 1 2 1 1

Yeackley .............. 3 2 1 3
Stutzman ............. 2 2 1 0
Wittstruck............. 3 0 0 0
Maple...........oooete 2 1 0 0
Frazier ................ 3 2 2 1

Carraher............... 2 2 1 0
Totals ................ 19 16 8 8

2B—Kubicek. HBP—Stutzman, Kubicek.
SB—Roth, Mowinkel.
MHS IP R(ER) BB K
Carraher (W) ......... 3.0 33) 2 2
Hit batters—Carraher 2.

Centura/Central Valley 4, Milford 3

MHS 100 002 3 6 2
ccv 021 001 4 7 2
MHS ab r h  rbi
Roth ...........coeee 3 1 1 2
Kubicek ............... 2 0 2 0
Mowinkel ............. 4 1 1 0
Yeackley .............. 3 0 1 0
Wittstruck............. 3 0 0 0
Maple......oovveeeenn. 3 0 0 0
Frazier ................ 3 0 0 0
Carraher............... 3 0 1 0
Totals ................ 24 3 6 2

2B—Kubicek. HR—Roth. HBP—Roth.
SB—Stutzman.
MHS IP R(ER) BB K
Kubicek (L) ........... 5.1 42) 1 2

Milford 10, Fillmore Central/Exeter-
Milligan/Friend 3

MHS 102 010 6 10 13 0
FCEMF 200 100 0 3 10 1
MHS ab r h  rbi
Roth .............cooe. 4 4 4 0
Kubicek ............... 4 1 1 3
Mowinkel ............. 3 2 2 1
Yeackley .............. 4 1 2 3
Stutzman ............. 3 1 1 0
Maple...........oooes 4 0 1 1
Wittstruck............. 4 0 1 1
Frazier ................ 4 1 1 0
Brown................. 4 0 0 0
Totals ................ 34 10 13 9

2B—Mowinkel. 3B—Roth 2. HBP—Mow-
inkel. SB—Mowinkel, Maple.

MHS IP R(ER) BB K
Kubicek (W) .......... 7.0 33 4 4
Milford 14, Syracuse 3

SHS 10 1 3 41
MHS 100 13 14 9 1
MHS ab r h  rbi
Roth .......coovviiiit 2 2 1 2
Kubicek ................ 2 1 13
Mowinkel .............. 2 2 10
Yeackley ............... 3 2 2 4
Stutzman .............. 2 2 10
Maple.....coovvvvnian.. 3 0 2 1
Wittstruck.............. 1 1 0 0
Frazier ................. 2 1 1T 3
Carraher................ 1 1 0 1
Totals ......coovvvnt 18 14 9 14

2B—Yeackley, Mowinkel. HR—Yeackley.
HBP—Wittstruck. SF—Kubicek. SB—Stutzman
2, Roth, Mowinkel, Maple.
MHS IP R(ER) BB K
Kubkecek.............. 4.0 3(1) 1 5

Its homecommg week at MHS
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Fagles sweep individual gols athome meet

BY STEPHANIE CROSTON

scroston@sewardindependent.com

It’s been awhile since
Milford hosted a cross
country meet in Milford,
and the Eagles took
advantage of a home
course to win three of
the top four spots Sept. 7.

“I thought it was a
really successful meet,”
Coach Jake Kment said.
“It went pretty well.”

He said the course,
which was at Thorn-
ridge Golf Course, ran
fast, so most of the MHS
runners turned in per-
sonal best times.

The Milford boys took
home the team title,
besting Minden by three
points, and the individu-
al crown. Sophomore Av-
ery Carter won his first
career cross country
race, finishing in 16:37.1,
a personal best time by
about 30 seconds, Kment
said.

“He’s a student of the
sport,” Kment said. “He
had a good summer and
he’s seeing that pay off.”

Senior Gavin Dun-
lap wasn’t far behind,
running a PR of 16:53.9.
Kment said it’s hard for
runners like Dunlap,
who is a senior, to run
PRs because they're al-
ready at the top of their

game.

STEPHANIE CROSTON/MTL'
Milford’s Garrett Freeman strides along the course Sept. 7
at the Milford Invite.

Bellwood Mennonite Church
520 S. B St. « Milford * 761-2709
Pastor Steve Griffin
stephenpaulgriffin@gmail.com
www.bellwoodchurch.org

Grounded Youth (Wednesday)
Christian Montessori School Ages 3-6 * 761-3095

Beth-El Community Church

Family Life Assembly of God
303 S. A St. » Milford » 761-2664
Pastor Lamoin Lytle  familylifemilford.com

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
Pastor Steve Stork
www.goodshepherd-milford.org

Sunday School —PreK—4th Grade

Sunday Adult Bible Study.

Confirmation Class

“He does everything

Area Churches

Sunday School (Adult & Jr./Sr. High) ............ 9:15 a.m.
Sunday WOrship ........ccccovveveencinenecnce. 10:00 a.m.
Children’s Church ........ccocoveevcincnccncne. 10:00 a.m.

Tth—12th grade .......cccceveeivenineneens 7:00-8:30 p.m.

115 N. F St.  Milford  761-3610
Pastor Joshua Jones
Sunday SChool .....c..ccoveiririiiniiinicccenn 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship .... ...10:30 a.m.
Youth Group (Select Sundays).........ccccceeennee 6:30 p.m.

CONNECL ..ttt 9:00 a.m.
Sunday WOrship .......ccoccevveeveincncnccincnne. 10:00 a.m.
KidLife & Vertical Youth..................... Wed., 6:30 p.m.

2668 Pioneers Road (1 mi. west of Milford) ¢ 761-3146

(during school year).........ccccceceveeeueenennens 9:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.

Sunday Worship ..... ...10:00 a.m.
Monday Worship.........cccccoevvviiiniiniiiiinnns 6:30 p.m.
Adult Bible Study ........cceceveveinenne Thurs., 8:30 a.m.

(during school year)........cc.cocecerunnne Wed., 6:30 p.m.

right,” Kment said. “He’s
come a long way. He’s
such a confident runner
now. He’s very consis-
tent.”

Carter and Dunlap
took control of the race
early, Kment said, and
kept the pedal down
throughout. Dunlap fin-
ished about 40 seconds
ahead of third place.

Garrett Freeman
was the third Eagle to
finish and placed eighth
in 18:14.2, a PR by about
30 seconds. Kment
said Freeman had a
good summer, as well.
Last year was his first
running cross country
and with injuries during
the season, he never got
momentum.

“He looks great right
now,” Kment said. “He
already broke his season
goal.”

Freshman Sylus Ra-
kow just missed a medal
with his 16th-place fin-
ish but ran a solid race,
the coach said.

Kellen Lovitt con-
tinues to improve his
times and placed 29th.
Jack Stahl was 36th and
isrunning through a
nagging knee problem,
Kment said.

Jonny Kohout cut
almost a minute off his
previous best time. He
came out for cross coun-

Grace Missionary Church
501 Fairway Drive * Milford ¢ 761-2084
Senior Pastor Andy Petro ¢ andypetro.mwd @ gmail.com
Associate Pastor Levi Petro ¢ leviticuspetro@gmail.com
www.gracemissionary.org

Sunday School ........coeeiriiiininiiiiccces 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship ........cccccocovenieccninncccnnne 10:30 a.m.
Midweek Prayer..........ccoveevenecncnns Tue., 7:00 p.m.
Awana K-6th Grade

(during school year).........cccccceveuvnene Wed., 7:00 p.m.
Sola Jr. & Sr. High

(during school year)..........ccceccucuenen Wed., 7:00 p.m.
5th Quarter

(Youth Center after home games)............. 9:00 p.m.

Milford Mennonite Church
920 Third St. « Milford * 761-2244
Pastor Tim Springer
milfordmennonite@gmail.com
Sunday WOrship .......cccceecveeininecineieinnes 10:00 a.m.
Children’s Church .........ccccccoveeciinncccnne. 10:00 a.m.

Milford United Methodist Church
610 Second St. » Milford ¢ 761-2375
Pastor Angela DeFisher
umcmilfordne @gmail.com
www.facebook.com/MilfordUnitedMethodistChurch
Little Leaps of Faith ¢ 402-761-3380

Sunday School .......cccccoeiviiiiiid 9:15 a.m.
Sunday Worship ........cccccceeineeccinereccnes 10:30 a.m.
Community Food Pantry

Third Tuesday every month.............. 6:00-7:15 p.m.

To find out how to list your church,
call 402-643-3676.

try late and is making
good strides, Kment
said. Blake Otrodovsky
rounded out the Eagles,
completing his first-ever
race, the coach said.

Lilly Kenning contin-
ued to run well, winning
the girls’ race in 19:08.2,
an overall PR for her,
Kment said.

“She can keep the
pedal to the floor when
she’s running alone,” he
said.

The Milford junior
finished 55 seconds
ahead of second place.

Ellison Piening

V

STEPHANIE CROSTON/MT

Milford runners Sally Burkey (112), Elsa Schweitzer (125) and Kisa Schauer (center) run in a group at the start of the
Milford Invite Sept. 7.

placed fifth for Milford
in 22:22.4. While her
time was not quite a PR,
she is getting closer to
that mark, Kment said.

Ambry Armbrust
and Adyson Kroese
both earned medals for
Milford, with Armbrust
placing 11th and Kroese
15th. It was Armbrust’s
second varsity medal as
a freshman, and Kro-
ese’s first.

Kisa Schauer ran a
big PR, Kment said, but
finished just outside the
medals in 17th place.
Kment said she’s cut two

UPTOWN

TAVERN

SPORTS

BAR & GRILL

minutes in two weeks.

“She’s hitting her
stride now,” he said.

Elsa Schweitzer
finished 19th and Sally
Burkey 22nd, both
setting new PRs. Zoey
Whitford was the final
Eagle to run and bested
her goal of 40 minutes,
the coach said.

“The top seven were
in the top half,” he said.
“Three through seven
have been really improv-
ing. They were an un-
known at the beginning
of the season. It’s been a
pleasant surprise.”

The girls’ team
finished second in the
standings, just one point
behind Palmyra.

“It’s a game of inch-
es,” Kment said. “Little
things could change the
results. This was a good
moment to see that.”

The Eagles will run
at Hidden Hills Country
Club in Geneva Thurs-
day, Sept. 14. The girls’
varsity will run at 4:45
p.m., with the boys at
5:15 p.m. The JV will run
after the boys’ varsity.

Kment said it will be
a tough meet with good
teams including two of
the top boys’ teams in
Class C — Gothenburg
and Lincoln Christian.
Hastings St. Cecilia,
Sandy Creek and Mal-
colm also have some of
the state’s top athletes,
as well.

Milford Invite

Girls’team scores—Palmyra 23, Milford 24,
Minden 36, Wilber-Clatonia 78, Malcolm 80

Milford—Lilly Kenning, first, 19:08.2; Ellison
Piening, fifth, 22:22.4; Ambry Armbrust, 11th,
23:54.5; Adyson Kroese, 15th, 24:19.3; Kisa Schau-
er, 17th, 24:22.1; Elsa Schweitzer, 19th, 24:33.9;
Sally Burkey, 22nd, 24:54.7; Zoey Whitford, 43rd,
36:26.8

Boys’ team scores—Milford 27, Minden
30, Malcolm 48, Palmyra 49, Wilber-Clatonia 74,
Louisville 91, Exeter-Milligan/Friend 130

Milford—Avery Carter, first, 16:37.1; Gavin
Dunlap, second, 16:53.9; Garrett Freeman, eighth,
18:14.2; Sylus Rakow, 16th, 19:05.0; Kellen Lovitt,
29th, 20:01.7; Jack Stahl, 36th, 20:22.8; Jonny
Kohout, 43rd, 21:00.9; Blake Otrodovsky, 72nd,
28:45.0

Sparctime
lovnge& Grill

PAC N SAVE

sewardindependent.com ® milfordtimes.net
cretenewsonline.com ¢ friendsentinel.com
wilber-republican.com

Find this week’s winner on our Facebook Page

Remember to make your picks before
Thursday Night's game!

yAlentinos

Seward
Car Wash
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SHS grads to speak on role as senators

BY EMILY HEMPHILL
emily@sewardindependent.com

Museum to celebrate
Constitution Day Sept. 15

The Nebraska National Guard
Museum is planning to celebrate U.S.
Constitution Day Friday, Sept. 15,
with two presentations by the Shelia
Collins of Davey, a U.S. Constitution
scholar and lecturer, at the museum.
The events are both free and open to
the public and will be at 10 a.m. and
1:30 p.m., and each last for about one
hour.

The morning session will have an
emphasis for the elementary level/
middle school level students, and
the afternoon session will be offered
for middle school/high school level

“Women in Politics” presentation
on Sunday, Sept. 24, at 2 p.m. at the
library.

State senators Jana Hughes of
District 24 and Danielle Conrad of
District 46 will discuss their inter-
est in politics and their service to
the Nebraska Legislature.

Both Hughes and Conrad are
Seward High School graduates.

This non-partisan event will be
in the library’s lower-level confer-
ence room.

All are welcome to attend.

Women have long played an
influential role in politics in Seward
County, in Nebraska and across the
United States.

The Seward County League
of Women Voters has focused its
programming this year on the
contributions of women in political
service.

The League, along with Seward
Memorial Library, will host a

students. The event will feature a
hands-on presentation by Collins, as
she shares materials from eight tableg
surrounding the audience.

The event is sponsored by the
Nebraska National Guard Historical
Society and compliments the annual
U.S. Constitution Day on Sunday,
Sept. 17.

For more information contact
Gerald D. “Jerry” Meyer, NENG His-
torian, at (402) 309-8763. The Society
encourages advance registration of
classes, if they plan to attend.

HAPPENINGS

SEPT. 21

CAR CLUB MEETS MONTHLY: The
Seward Good Life Car Club
will meet Thursday, Sept.
21, at the Dragon Palace on
Seward Street just west of
the square at 6 p.m. All car
enthusiasts are welcome.

in Milford; Fridays at 7:30
p.m. at the Civic Center;
Saturdays at 7:30 p.m. at the
Civic Center; and Sundays
at 9 a.m. at the Civic Center
and 7 p.m. at Faith Lutheran
Church in Seward. Al-Anon
meetings are scheduled at
7:30 p.m. Thursdays at the

SEPT. 13
BINGO AT MILFORD SENIOR CENTER:
Nutrition Bingo is called by
Devin from Aging Partners
on Wednesday, Sept. 13, at
12:30 p.m. at the Milford
Senior Center.

i
I

Navigating classroom
snacks amidst new

SEPT.14 Bellwood Mennonite Church ° °
COUNTY REPUBLICANS HOLD SEPT. 22 in Milford and at 7:30 p.m. l ] SD A gllldellnﬁs
MONTHLY MEETINGS: The BUDDY CHECK: A social gath- Fridays at the Civic Center in

sovard Couny Nobraka  eingof vt deicated - seward BYHANNACHRTENSEN fat contentand calorie  krispe treats
tergd Republicans to ;/ttengd veteran su?cide will be fror§1 COFFEE AND FELLOWSHIP: C_ome scireporter@sewardindependent.com content arﬁ takenlil.lto h SCOObyl? 00 Gra-
monthly meetings on the sec- 7 =9 p.m. at Bottle Rocket for coffee and fellowship aC(.:Ount when making am Crackers
ond Thursday of each month Brewing Company in Seward. Monday through F”d‘?y from The USDA Ap- this det[e‘rmlnatlon-‘ EIf Grah{ims
at 7 p.m. Meeting locations The group meets monthly on 8to 11 a.m. at the Milford proved Smart Snacks Additionally, grain Celery with 1 tbsp of
may vary. Each month, meet- the 22nd. Senior Center. Coffee, tea, in School guidelines ~ products such as gra-  sunbutter
ing information and location pastries and other treats are have been updated, nola bars and Cheez- Rold Gold Heartzel
will be posted on the Face- SEPT. 24 served. changing the way re-  Its must have whole pretzels
Eg;‘;siavgsrjk \gvcvg-;acebook- SENATORS TO SPEAK: Hear from  LUNCH SERVED AT MILFORD SENIOR wards, birthday treats grains as their first Materne Go Go

: state senators Jana Hughes CENTER: Lunch is served Mon- and celebrations are ingredient. Non-grain Squeeze ‘

INVITATION TO MEET AT THE and Danielle Conrad, both day through Friday at noon handled in schools. products must have a Sun Chips Harvest
GATHERING TABLE: Make plans Seward High graduates, as at the Milford Senior Center. Gone are the days fruit, vegetable, dairy = Cheddar Snack Mix
to meet at The Gathering they discuss their interest in Reservatl.ons must be madg of frosted cupcakes product or protein Del Monte fruit
Table (Milford Mennonite politics and service to the one day in advance by calling loaded with sprinkles  food as their first cups- no sugar added
Fellowship Hall at 920 F St). Nebraska Legislature duringa ~ Of leaving a message at (402) and love ingredient or have at Mussselman’s
The table is set on the second “Women in Politics” pre- 761-3367. Meals for seniors The g{lidehnes are least % cup of fruit Natural Unsweetened
Thursday of each month for sentation at 2 p.m. Sunday, ages 60 and older have a

. . - peanut and tree nut and/or vegetables. Applesauce
this complementary meal. Sept. 24, at Seward Memorial suggested contribution of $7 . Y if Sun Maid Natural
Come anytime between 5:30 Library. The presentation is for regularly scheduled meals aware. Sodium con- ou can see if your Sun Maid Natura
and 7 p.m. co-sponsored by the Seward Meals for guests under age 60 tent, sugar content, sna}ck fits in the cri- Ra151n§
County League of Women are $8. All are welcome. o l tSerla b}é goulq{g é:olthti G Nﬁ.blSCO Tedd;i _
SEPT. 1] Votlers and the library. All are  yoen oy RSSES: Three different : té?i{%t?as(?//fo?) é)ul zfr-l_ all"gksams- 100 calorie

SITE CLEANUP: The Blue River weicome yoga classes are offered ner. healtI})n.er ene?a- P Apple with 1 tbsp of
Historical District is starting weekly at the Milford Senior el Jeal gl ];?p D
it's site clean-up for the Log ONGOING Center, led by Kelly Haney. tion.org/calculator. sunbutter )

Cabin on Sunday, Sept. 17, G.I CUP OF JOE: A veterans coffee Offerings include: Adapted ; 'Examples ofper- Sarento string
from 1 -4 p.m. at 2764 will be every Wednesday Yoga on Mondays at 9 a.m.; < mitted snacks include  cheese
Isaak Walton Rd. Participants from 7:30 — 9:30-ish at the Assisted Yoga on Wednesdays 4 a serving/individual Original Baked!
should wear work clothes and Spare Time Lounge in Seward. at 9 a.m.; and Next Level 4 package of the follow-  Lays
sturdy shoes and bring gloves. — yy goygygs aNoNyMouS, ALaNON 08 O FTidays at9 am. ;) Mg i B heetos Fanfastix:
Al voluriosts are weleome MEETINGS: Alcoholics Anon-  TAIGHIGLASSES: join Tai Chi N opchips (sour axed snacks- iamin
. ymous groups will meet at classes on Tuesdays at 10 y > cream & onion, barbe-  hot (whole grain)
the following times: Mondays a.m. at the Milford Senior 4 ( que potato and sea salt Simply Chex brand
SEPT. 20 at noon at the Civic Center Center. Enhance your muscle & flavors only) cheddar snack mixes

POTATO BRKE: Milford Senior
Center’s potato bake will be
Wednesday, Sept. 20, from 11
am.to 1 p.m.

strength, flexibility, balance
and aerobic conditioning.

in Seward; Tuesdays at 7:30
p-m. at Faith Lutheran Church
in Seward; Wednesdays at
7:30 p.m. at the Civic Center;
Thursdays at 7:30 p.m. at the
Bellwood Mennonite Church

Milford funding

Whole grain rice

(CONTINUED FROM 1) tion was approved at the city limits on Sundgys. o
 held a public hear- council’s August meet- Sales may now begin at The Seward C()unty 4-H Foundatlon
ing and ultimately ing, but an ordinance 6 a.m. instead of 10 a.m.

was required to make it
official.

» passed an ordinance
to change the start
time for which beer
can be sold within the

in alignment with state
statutes. The change
was to accommodate
earlier start times for
events at Thornridge
Golf Course.

extends a HUGE thank you to the following
donors for our annual Hamburger Feed during
the 2023 Seward County Fair:

approved a catering
license for VS Invest-
ments Inc. (formerly
Sheri’s Grill and Bar,
now Uptown Tavern).

« heard from commu-

Seward County)
U-H Toundation

nity member Ethel Svo- AKRS Equipment Solutions, Inc.  Joshua Berg
- - . . > . .

boda about reinstating Help Wanted: Small Engine Mechanic Andy Hartmann Lee’s Refrigeration
pOSt%(?asolr\lI Seni(?r water ET’s Lawn & Leisure in Cortland, NE is looking to add a full tme Austin Co., Inc. Marlin & Rita Luebbe
aeropics. No action was small engine mechanic to our team. We have been in business for 10 . .
tak d th tt years with an excellent client base. We are a Polaris only dealership. Austin Schweitzer Matt Krenk

a_ en, ar} € matter Work on new and used ATV and UTV. If you prefer working in a small- db hwei d ik b
will be discussed fur- er budsines}f but ad busy shop then this is lthe lacelfor y(()iu.éiours are a Schweitzer Re Angus Mike & De Berg

Monday thru Friday 8-5. Location is Cortland, NE located oft HWY 77 . . o

ther between the p001 in between Lincoln and Beatrice. Experience is required with good me- Baack Ag Services, Inc. Milford Dental Clinic

board and senior center chanic skills and communication skills with customers. Prefer college

board.
» hired Tanner Paap

Beaver Hardware & Supply

Nebraska Equipment, Inc.

education from a two year small en%ine school or exf)erience with small
engines. Knowledge with basic skills of changing oil/carburetor repair/
all other maintenance on a ATV/side by side. Assist with putting new

Beckler Implement Co.

Nebraska Harvest Center, Inc.

as a full-time mainte- units together and adding accessories. Must have your own tools. Pay B ecky Reisinger Pizza Kitchen
1 t 81 based on experience. Competitive wages. Stop in or call Jan today 402-
nanﬁe emp. Oy;(% at $17.50 798-0311. Resumes may be emailed to etscortland@gmail.com. Beverly Ficke Plum Creek Seed Services, LLC
gggké)tl‘i)rl‘;[g(eir::hl;c%{,a 1ol =) 230 W 4th Street « Cortland, NE 68331« 402-798-0311 Bronco Spur Rebecca Hasty
- tabled a resolution Byron & Krystal Luebbe RG Investments
'1[\? %artif{:ipgte in tht", gy eloaations Byron Wiemer Agency Rhonda Ficke
qulf%s Aise?;’ %iﬂif{ges /I\ Elkhom, NE 65022 Cattle Bank & Trust Seward Animal Hospital
System, an investment LL T Central Valley Ag Seward County Farm Bureau
pool program for local H H Ro 0 F I N G Waterloo, NE 68069 Cordova Locker Sharon Gade
Igr(l) gf er ?I?t}oerr'lr? éggr?;b out 41 11 1242 Commmsker . #5 Darin Meyer Svoboda Chiropractic
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Building Bridges

Organization connects nonprofits across county

BY EMILY HEMPHILL
emily@sewardindependent.com

Seward County Bridges has con-
nected the community with nonprof-
its and service organizations for the
past 25 years.

The organization strives for a
simple goal: To make life better in
Seward County.

“It’s really so that nonprofits in the
county can focus on their mission,”
Bridges Director Laurie Sherman
said.

The organization provides fiscal
management and a board structure
that allows other groups to operate as
501(c)(3) nonprofits, which gives them
the benefit of federal tax exemption
when they accept donations.

“Often they don’t have the man-
power or the volunteer hours to
manage all the financial aspects. We
can provide the board so they don’t
have to find members. We file their
tax returns,” Sherman said. “We can
provide all of those services for them
so they can focus on their mission.”

Bridges acts as an umbrella over
15 independent nonprofits and four
county-run programs, but the pro-
gram isn’t well-recognized in the
community.

That’s the point, Sherman said.

“We want Bridges to kind of float
in the background,” she said.

Sherman is the organization’s only
staff member, and her position is
made possible by a contract through
the Seward County Chamber and
Development Partnership.

Part of her job includes managing
two grants, a federal block grant and
a community crime prevention grant.

The grants help support programs
like DARE, TeamMates in Seward
and Milford public schools, pre-trial
diversion classes and suicide preven-
tion efforts.

When it comes to nonprofits, Bridg-
es accepts donations earmarked for a
certain organization, then routes the
funds to that nonprofit.

Donors may write a check to
Seward County Bridges and desig-
nate which organization the funds
are for in the memo line.

“We're in the process of setting up
PayPal and Venmo,” Sherman said,
to make it easier for donors to give
online.

Bridges was first incorporated on
Sept. 28, 1998, with a board of 15 resi-
dents from all over the county.

According to the “History of Bridg-
es” written in 2005, “Their goal is to
provide better communication among
community members, gather data on
the needs of the county, provide grant
writing for programs and projects
that will enhance the lives of citizens
within the county and provide pro-
grams for families and youth that
enhance the lives of county citizens.”

The first Bridges survey of the
community found that alcohol and
tobacco use among teenagers was a
top concern.

The organization worked to pro-
vide prevention and intervention
programs for youth as it began
partnering with schools, businesses,

Seward County Bridges Organizations

4-H Afterschool (UNL Extension)
Foster Friends
Goehner Centennial Scholarship
Jays Club
Milford Kiwanis
Nora Neff Dream Dress Scholar-
ship
Read To Me
Rural Workforce Housing Fund
Seward County Chamber

and Development Partnership
Seward Christmas Festival

churches and community members
to build upon existing programs and
implement new ones.

“This collaborative effort brought
together entities that had never been
together before in Seward County,”
the history said. “Youth and the older
generation have found each other
through mentoring, tutoring, and
after school programs.”

Sherman said one goal of Bridges
is to help organizations get started,
then let them grow.

“CASA (Court Appointed Special
Advocates) started under Bridges.
Lots of times when you're just start-
ing a program, it’s overwhelming. If
we can get the program started and
then launch them out on their own,
that’s what has happened,” she said.

Seward County Genealogical Soci-
ety

Seward-ish Giving Tree

Seward Kiwanis

Suicide Prevention Coalition
Utica Community Foundation

County Programs
Child Abuse and Neglect
First Jobs Seward
Pretrial Diversion
Victim’s Advocate

Other well-known projects got
their start under Bridges as well,
including the Seward Wellness Cen-
ter, Independence Landing, Family
Nights, Scare at the Fair, the former
Seward Youth Center and the Seward
First Impressions committee.

The Bridges board meets the
fourth Monday of each month, with
new board members and new organi-
zations welcome to apply.

“If there’s any organization or peo-
ple who are thinking about starting
an organization, please reach out.
We’d be happy to help them get start-
ed,” Sherman said. “We’re here to
better the quality of life in the county.
That’s really the main purpose.”

For more information, email bridg-
essewardcounty@gmail.com.

Nomination process open for 2023 Young Nebraskans Awards

Connecting Young Nebraskans is inviting nom-

sional of the Year, Community Involvement and

inations of exemplary young professionals deserv-
ing of a 2023 Young Nebraskans Award.

Young Nebraskans Awards celebrate talented,
influential young Nebraskans who are making a
positive impact in their workplaces and commu-
nities. Awards will be presented for the following
categories: CYN Network Weaver, Young Profes-

Impact, Entrepreneurship and Innovation, Leader-
ship and Professional Development, and Diversity

and Inclusion.

The deadline to submit nominations and
self-nominations is Sept. 18. Awardees and indi-

Awardees will be recognized at the 2023 CYN
Summit on Oct. 19 at the Younes Hospitality Cam-
pus in Kearney.

To learn more and fill out a nomination form,

viduals receiving an honorable mention will be

notified by Sept. 25.

PUBLIC NOTICES

visit https://connectingyoungnebraskans.weebly.
com/young-nebraskans-awards.html.

Meetings

PUBLIC MEETING NOTICE:
Regular Business Meeting Seward
County Ag. Society Monday,
September 18, 2023 7:00 p.m.
Harvest Hall Conference Room
Seward County Fairgrounds

Michael J. Flyr

Secretary, Seward County Ag.

Society

SCI/MT— September 06, 13, 2023
ZNEZ

Hearings

CITY OF MILFORD
Milford, Nebraska 68405
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that
a Public Hearing will be held at
the meeting of the Planning &
Zoning Commission of the City of
Milford, Nebraska at 7:00 P.M. on
Monday, September 25, 2023 at
the City Hall Office, 402 1st Street
and at the City Council meeting of
the City of Milford, Nebraska at
7:00 pm on Tuesday, October 3,
2023 at the City Hall Office, 402
1st St., Milford, which meetings
will be open to the public. The
public hearing is being held for
the following reasons: *To hear
testimony in favor of, or opposition
to, and to answer questions in
relation to request to amend

Section 4.14 Accessory Building
and Uses adding Section 4.14.11
Storage/Shipping Containers
to the Zoning Regulations. An
agenda for such meeting kept
continuously current, is available
for public inspection at the office
of the City Clerk at the City Hall.

Jeanne Hoggins, City Clerk
MT — September 13, 2023
ZNEZ

Minutes

SEPTEMBER 5, 2023
COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS
Boards of Commissioner Meetings
are held each Tuesday morning in
the Seward County Courthouse
at 9:00 a.m., except for the first
Tuesday of each month when
meetings will be held at 8:30 a.m.
Notice of each meeting is posted
on the Courthouse bulletin board
and on the Commissioner’s room
door. The agenda for all meetings
is kept continually current and is
available for public inspection at
the County Clerk’s Office during
normal business hours. The
agenda is held open until one
business day prior to the meeting
for appearance before the Board.
The Board has the right to modify
the agenda to include items of an
emergency nature only at such

public meeting.
CLAIMS ALLOWED

OCTOBER 10, 2023
The Seward County Board of
Commissioners convened on
September 5, 2023 at 8:30 a.m.
Present: Chairperson: John Culver
Members: Misty Ahmic, Raegan
Hain, Ken Schmieding, Darrell
Zabrocki
Deputy County Clerk: Brandy
Johnson
Jonathan Jank of the Seward
County Chamber & Development
Partnership gave an update of his
organization.
Officials gave updates of their
offices.
Approved minutes of August 29
and August 31, 2023.
Commissioners gave reports of
their activities.
Approved renaming a portion
of East Seward Road to Prairie
Flower Road.
Approved Conditional Use Permit
for an accessory building in A
Precinct.
Approved changes to the Safety
section of the personnel manual.
Executive session was held for
personnel.
Discussions were held on surplus
items auction/sale, lawn use
policy, purchase of sign boards
for the Road Department and
infrastructure related grants.
Approved the agenda for
September 12, 2023 and
adjourned at 12:11 p.m.
Brandy Johnson,
Deputy County Clerk
SCI/MT — September 13, 2023
ZNEZ

Statewides

ADVERTISE STATEWIDE for
$225/25 word classified
ad. Over 140 newspapers
with circulation of more than
237,000. Contact your local
newspaper or call 1-800-369-
2850.

HELLO NEBRASKA! Introducing
www.nepublicnotices.com,
a nhew public notice website
presented as a public service
by all Nebraska newspapers.
Free access, fully searchable -
because democracy depends
upon open government and
your right to know.

ARE YOU a pet owner? Do you
want to get up to 100% back
on Vet Bills? Physicians Mutual
Insurance Company has pet
coverage that can help! Call
1-844-531-0870 to get a free
quote or visit insurebarkmeow.
com/nepress

PORTABLE OXYGEN
Concentrator? May be
covered by Medicare! Reclaim
independence and mobility
with the compact design and
long-lasting battery of Inogen
One. Free information Kit! Call
855-385-3580.

AFFORDABLE PRESS Release
service. Send your message
to 155 newspapers across
Nebraska for one low price!
Call 1-800-369-2850 or www.
nebpress.com for more details.

REPLACE YOUR roof with
the best looking and longest
lasting material steel from
Erie Metal Roofs! Three styles
and multiple colors available.
Guaranteed to last a lifetime!
Limited Time Offer - $500
Discount + Additional 10%
off install (for military, health
workers & d1st responders.)
Call Erie Metal Roofs: 1-888-
316-7713

GUN SHOW: September 22-24
Westfair, Council Bluffs, IA Fri
3-8pm, Sat. 9am-5pm, Sun.
9am-3pm. $10 for all weekend
(under 14 FREE) . More
info: 563-608-4401 www.
marvkrauspromotions.net

DOES YOUR basement or crawl
space need some attention?
Call Thrasher Foundation
Repair! A permanent solution
for  waterproofing, failing
foundations, sinking concrete
and nasty crawl spaces.
FREE Inspection & Same Day
Estimate. $250 off ANY project
with code GET250. Call 1-844-
958-3431

THE BATHROOM of your
dreams for as little as $149/
month! BCl Bath & Shower.
Many options available. Quality
materials &  professional
installation. Senior & Military
Discounts Available. Limited
Time Offer - FREE virtual in-
home consultation now and
SAVE 15%! Call Today! 1-855-
451-2244

SAFE STEP. North America s #1
Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive
lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-
line installation and service.
Now featuring our FREE
shower package and $1600
Off for a limited time! Call
today! Financing available. Call
Safe Step 1-877-933-0188

BECOME A Published Author.
We want to Read Your Book!
Dorrance  Publishing-Trusted
by Authors Since 1920 Book
manuscript submissions
currently being reviewed.
Comprehensive Services:
Consultation, Production,
Promotion and Distribution
Call for Your Free Author's
Guide 1-877-858-2822 or visit
dorranceinfo.com/Nebraska

City of Milford

Seward County, Nebraska

| NOTICE OF BUDGET HEARING AND BUDGET SUMMARY |

PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given, in compliance with the provisions of State Statute Sections 13-501 to 13-513, that the governing body
will meet on the 21st day of September 2023, at 7:00 o'clock P.M., at Milford City Hall for the purpose of hearing support, opposition,
criticism, suggestions or observations of taxpayers relating to the following proposed budget. The budget detail is available at the office

of the Clerk during regular business hours.

2021-2022 Actual Disbursements & Transfers $ 3,762,739.00
2022-2023 Actual/Estimated Disbursements & Transfers $ 4,551,458.00
2023-2024 Proposed Budget of Disbursements & Transfers $ 10,049,897.00
2023-2024 Necessary Cash Reserve $ 2,488,807.00
2023-2024 Total Resources Available $ 12,538,704.00
Total 2023-2024 Personal & Real Property Tax Requirement $ 726,235.45
Unused Budget Authority Created For Next Year $ 115,600.00
Breakdown of Property Tax:

Personal and Real Property Tax Required for Non-Bond Purposes $ 657,735.45
Personal and Real Property Tax Required for Bonds $ 68,500.00
r NOTICE OF SPECIAL HEARING TO SET FINAL TAX REQUEST

PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given, in compliance with the provisions of State Statute Section 77-1632, that the governing body will meet
on the 21st day of September 2023, at 7:00 o'clock P.M., at Milford City Hall for the purpose of hearing support, opposition, criticism,
suggestions or observations of taxpayers relating to setting the final tax request.

2022 2023 Change
Operating Budget 10,145,423.00 10,049,897.00 -1%
Property Tax Request $ 62192265 $ 726,235.45 17%
Valuation 128,968,021 150,664,932 17%
Tax Rate 0.482230 0.482052 0%
Tax Rate if Prior Tax Request was at Current Valuation 0.412813

MT — September 13, 2023

ZNEZ

NOTICE OF JOINT PUBLIC HEARING ON PROPOSED PROPERTY TAX INCREASES

Public notice is hereby given, in compliance with the provisions of Neb. Rev. Stat.
§ 77-1633, that a representative of the following political subdivisions will meet
on the 20th day of September 2023 at 7:00 p.m., at the Seward Civic Center
Auditorium, 616 Bradford, Seward, NE 68434 for_ the purpose of conducting a
joint public hearing to obtain public input on property tax increases proposed by

the following subdivisions:

Seward County, phone (402) 643-2883, property tax requested: $ 10,549,339

Southeast Community College, phone (402) 323-3401, property tax requested: $ 83,078,523.
Milford School District, phone (402) 761-3321, property tax requested: $ 7,523,668

City of Seward, phone (402) 643-2928, property tax requested: $ 2,006,456.70

City of Milford, phone (402) 761-3247, property tax requested: $ 726,235

Crete Public School, (402) 826-5855, property tax requested: $ 14,079,924

David City Public School, phone (402) 367- 4590, property tax requested: $ 11,704,783

East Butler Public School, phone (402) 545-2081, property tax requested: $ 7,472,439

Said meeting is open to the public. Accommodations for the disabled are
available upon request. Please contact the Seward County Clerk’s Office at (402)
643-2883 at least 48 hours prior to the meeting if accommodations are required.

There is no item on the agenda for this joint public meeting other than discussion
of each political subdivision’s intent to increase its property tax request by a
percentage greater than the “allowable growth percentage” defined in § 77-
1633. The political subdivisions shall make their presentations in the order listed

above.

Sherry Schweitzer, County Clerk

SCI/MT — September 13, 2023

ZNEZ

PUBLIC NOTICES <7 COMECTED...ITS YOUR RIGHT TO MOW
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VIARKETPLACE

25 words or less: $19 per week for three weeks; fourth week is free.

In print weekly and online.

Ads must be prepaid unless you have pre-approved credit.
Cash, personal check, Visa, Mastercard or Discover are welcome.

HOW TO PLACE YOUR AD

CLASSIFIED
LINE AD
RATES

Call: 402-761-2911 o Email: office@sewardindependent.com
Online: milfordtimes.net ® In person: 129 S. 6th St., Seward, NE

AD DEADLINE:
NOON FRIDAY*

FOR ALL PUBLICATIONS

<D9
o))
o]
0.

September 13, 2023

Includes placement in online classifieds.

FREE “For Sale” ads for subscribers.

Private party ads ® $200 or less ® One/customer/week
Contact our office for classified display ad pricing.

POLICIES: Advertisers should check
their advertisements in the first issue and
report any error to The Milford Times at
402-761-2911. We will be responsible for
only a one-time error or omission.

* Subject to
change on
holidays

Times

milfordtimes.net

Your ad appears in SIX newspapers and reaches readers in two counties!

INDEPENDENT

sewardindependent.com

Sentinel

friendsentinel.com

CRETENEWS

cretenewsonline.com

m = I'HE
& \WVILBER

CONNECTION

EPUBLICAN

wilber-republican.com

PARTS ASSISTANT POSITION.
Full-time employment with
benefits. Job description
includes: Parts receiving
and billing, shipping, repair
scheduling, stocking of
merchandise, inventory
management, and working
with customers. Contact us
for an application. Nick’s Farm
Store, 1030 N. 13th St., Geneva,
402-759-3217.

COUNTER PARTS POSITION.
Full-time employment with
benefits. Job description
includes: Working the parts
counter for farm and outdoor
power equipment, writing work
orders, and sales of outdoor
power equipment. Please
contact us for an application.
Nick’s Farm Store, 1030 N. 13th
St., Geneva, 402-759-3217.

Fall Harvest Help Wanted
CDL Grain Truck Driver. 402-
643-5122.

Custom Harvesting Wanted
Corn and soy beans. John Deere
equipment and semis. 402-
643-5122.

All Shifts Available
Cooks (age 16+)

Bartender
(age 19+)

Wait Staff
(age 19+)

$15+/hr (wages & tips)

Stop in for application

Sparctime
lounge & Grill

123 S. 4th ® Seward

Services

LEARN TO PLAY GUITAR,
UKULELE & DRUMS! Sign up now
for fall lessons! Professional
studio. Over 30 years of
teaching experience. Jim Krutz
402-450-0282, Seward.

MILFORD
PLUMBING, INC

513 First St.
761-3886

Mark Saltzman
Home: 761-2831

MARTIN EXCAVATING INC.

(FORMERLY LEICHTY EXCAVATING, INC))

TROY MARTIN, OWNER
8023RD ST. MILFORD, NE 68405
(402) 7613059 HOME ~ (402) 641-6821 CELL

BASEMENTS, DEMOLITION, FILL SAND,
BLACK DIRT, CLAY, TREE REMOVAL, LAGOONS

Oatman Paint & Repair
All your home interior & exterior needs
Jeff Oatman

402-540-5473
Milford, NE

Call 402-643-3676
To Advertise!

STELLING
ARPENTRY LLC

Custom cabinets & trim work,
finish work, remodeling,
subcontracting, soffit, siding
& fascia, replacement door &
windows, any residential needs

Ryan Stelling 402-761-2869

O

APPLIANCE

MEDIC LLC

APPLIANCE REPAIR

Local & Surrounding Areas

James Campbell - 402-803-9172
appliancemedicofseward.com

& Are 7

They Bugging
You?
Blue Valley

Pest Control
in Milford

Jon McCright 402-761-2666

to win the bug battle!

MILFORD

AIR CONDITIONING
vitos 402-161-2433

Milford
* Air Conditioning
* Heating

* Sales & Service
Bill »
Saltzman

Air Conditioning & Heating

GOLDEN RULE

EXCAVATING, LLC

Call us for all farm and
ag-related dirtwork

402-641-4064

Dave & Matt Burkey
Owners

Randy Ulrich
Ownet/Operator
20+ Years Experience

Like us on Facebook

Tony Cell
402-450-1357

M%O0ORE ELECTRIC

Free Service Evaluation « For EVs - Lighting Retro-Fit

tmoore.electric@outlook.com

Free Estimates «+ New or Remodel Construction

Residential / Commercial / Postframe Buildings
Trenching « Service Calls

12700 Olive Creek Rd * Hickman, NE
Serving SE Nebraska since 1991 ¢ BBB Member

Licensed/Insured

John Cell
402-432-0794
mooreelectric@aol.com

Help Wanted

NOW HIRING

OFFICE SECRETARY
Part Time « Monday - Friday
8am-12pm

Milford Housing
Authority Board

1015 Linden Ave * Milford, NE
lindenvvillage@gmail.com

We offer competitive
wages, holidays off, and
flexible scheduling.

Email your resume to
lindenvvillage@gmail.com
or call 402-761-2452

This facility is an equal opportunity provider. @

Night Nurse (LPN or RN)
Are you a positive leader who loves helping others?
We are looking for a night nurse to be a team leader
and oversee resident nursing cares. (Mon-Fri Only)

To apply and for other available positions visit:
www.sunrisecountrymanor.com/careers

BST. 1953 . FOR MORE INFO or TO APPLY VISIT:
LWZ/{/A SUNRISECOUNTRYMANOR.COM/CAREERS
610 224th Road, Milford

COUNTRY MANOR Ph: (402) 761-3230 ext. 224

Aramark Facility Services

ARAMARK Facility Services, located at Concordia University
in Seward, NE, is seeking applicants for the following position:

Groundskeeper

Drug screen and background check required. Full-time benefits
include 10 paid holidays, optional health/dental insurance,
paid vacation and PTO. Applicants can apply at the Concordia
University Buildings and Grounds office, 700 E. Lincoln St.,
Seward, Nebraska, or online at www.aramark.com/careers.

Aramark is an EOE, Minority/Female/Disability/Veteran

Garage Sales

OPEN: THE ATTIC
231 N 7th St-Seward
Mondays, Wednesdays,

9 a.m.-5 p.m.
Saturdays, 9 a.m.-12 p.m.
Come browse garage to vintage

items. All welcome.

HUGE SALE
147 Wildwood-Seward
Thurs., Sept. 14, 3 p.m.-6 p.m.
Fri., Sept. 15, 8 a.m.-5 p.m.

1345 Eastridge Dr-Seward

Fri., Sept. 15, 8 a.m.-8 p.m.
Primitives, antiques, and misc.
Everything must go, priced to
sell. Bring a truck.

Find us on:

Sat., Sept. 16, 8 a.m.-12 p.m.

Jewelry, dishes, household, faCEb00k®
LP’s, books, CD’s, collectibles, o THE MILEORD
antique scales, trucks, books, ' I 'lmes

furniture, glassware. 607 1st St. - Milford, NE 68405

402-761-2911

For Rent

Rent Sokol Hall for various social
and business functions. Hall is
air-conditioned and handicap
accessible. Contact Lumir
Sukovaty at 402-821-2429 or
Leon Slama at 402-239-2857.
For kolaches, contact Joan
Kotas at 402-821-2971. Paid
for in part by the Saline County
Visitors Advisory Committee.

Seward Housing Authority

Offering independent
living for those 62 and
over and the disabled.

Apbly Todayy

Subsidy available to those
who qualify. Utilities included.

Located just across the street from Lied Senior Center.

402-643-3472 1o01-800-833-7352
1030 Manor Drive West - Seward, NE (‘j\. o

Office Hours: 8 a.m.-Noon ¢ Mon.-Fri. ferpmeens

Memorial Health Care Systems
WE ARE RECRUITING FOR THE FOLLOWING POSITIONS:

Community Relations Director: Full-Time Day Position. Candidate
responsible for overseeing operations of Administration Department while
providing direct support to CEO. Develop and oversee plans and policies
related to customer service, community outreach programs and public
relations. Responsible for all corporate image matters including advertising,
press releases, website, social media and other communications. A candidate
with a Bachelor's degree from a four-year college or university with an
emphasis in marketing or public relations with three years of related
experience preferred. Health Care experience preferred. - Memorial Hospital

RN - Days & Nights: Full-Time, Part-Time & PRN Day and Night
Positions, Day Shift 5 a.m.-5 p.m., Night Shift 5 p.m.-5 a.m. Acute Care, ER
and OB experience preferred. Flexible scheduling includes every third
weekend with holiday rotation. RN licensure and ACLS required. Position
includes night shift retention bonus. - Memorial Hospital

Dietary Supervisor: Full-Time Day position including some evenings,
weekends and holidays as needed. Supervise and manage daily operations
of the nutritional services department providing leadership and guidance
to ensure that food quality and safety standards are met. Certified Dietary
Manager preferred, but not required. Prior experience in healthcare foodservice
preferred. - Memorial Hospital

Nutritional Services Aide: Part-Time Day position. Seeking responsible,
motivated, dependable individual. The right candidate will be trained in
multi positions and tasks in the department. Candidate must be at least 16
years of age. Candidate must be able to multi-task and exhibit excellent
customer service skills. Daytime hours to include rotating weekends
and holidays. - Memorial Hospital

Support Services Technician: Full-Time Day Position working
Housekeeping and Laundry, 6:30 am - 3:00 pm week with every third
Weekend. Candidate will be a part of the holiday rotation. Seeking
dependable, motivated person with an eye for detail. Experience preferred
but will train the right candidate. - Memorial Hospital

RN/LPN: Full-Time RN/LPN Day Nurse position available, Monday - Friday
with Saturday rotation. This position requires good communications
skills between you and the provider. Critical thinking and problem-
solving skills are essential to providing excellent customer service and
communicating with patients. Computer skills are required. Previous
Clinic Nursing experience preferred. Current RN/LPN licensure required.
- Seward Family Medical Center

Clinic Nurse Manager: Full-Time Day position. Candidate supervises all
Memorial Family Medical Center nursing personnel and manages all nursing
functions. Additional duties include: coordination with other departments and
agencies, patient care management, regulatory compliance including, but not
limited to, OSHA, CMS Rural Health Clinic, working in a direct care role. Actively
involved in development and implementation of Population Management
programs, clinic resource for Electronic Medical Record and is Employee Health
nurse for MHCS. Two years supervisory experience and NE RN license required;
twoyears medical practice experience preferred. - Seward Family Medical Center

The following positions are As Needed (PRN). For a full job description,
visit our website at http://www.mhcs.us/about-us/employment

*Physical Therapy Technician/Receptionist Respiratory Therapist

*Child Care Teacher Aide

For immediate consideration,
complete an application at or send your resume to:

1 ﬁ HR Dept., 300 N. Columbia Ave.
w Memorial

Seward, NE 68434
Health Care Systems

*RN - Nights

or visit www.MHCS.US to complete
an online application. For more
information call 402-646-4618.

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

All real estate advertising in this
newspaper is subject to the Fair
Housing Act which makes it illegal
to advertise “any preference limita-
tionordiscriminationbasedonrace,
color, religion, sex, handicap, fam-
ily status, or national origin, or an
intention, to make such preference,
limitation or discrimination.” Family
status includes children under the
age of 18 living with parents or legal
custodians; pregnant women and
people securing custody of children
under 18.

The Milford Times will not know-
ingly accept any advertising for
real estate which is in violation of
the law. Our readers are hereby in-
formedthat all dwellings advertised
in this newspaper are available
on an equal opportunity basis. To
complain of discrimination callHUD
toll-free at 1-800-642-6112. http://
www.nol.org/home/NEOC.
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COURTESY PHOTO
The Nebraska Soldiers and Sailors Home hospital stands
on what is now the Southeast Community College Cam-
pus in Milford. The hospital was renovated into Nebraska
Hall, the oldest existing building on campus. Ron Petsch
will present a video on the history of the SCC campus
Friday, Sept. 22, at noon at Pizza Kitchen. All are invited
to attend.

Petsch to
showcase SCC

campus history

BY EMILY HEMPHILL
emily@sewardindependent.com

The Milford campus of Southeast Community
College carries a rich and storied history.

Ron Petsch, a longtime educator at SCC and lo-
cal historian, will present the “History of the Mil-
ford Campus,” a 27-minute video he created, at the
Friday, Sept. 22, Milford Kiwanis Club meeting.

The meeting begins at noon in the back room
of Pizza Kitchen. All are invited to attend, with
lunch available for purchase.

The video, narrated by Mike Meyer, showcases
the history of the campus back to the late 1800s.

“I have truly been excited and enthusiastic
about the history of the campus for years,” Petsch
said.

Though the 50-acre campus has been part
of SCC for 50 years, the history of the land and
buildings goes back even further to its days as the
Nebraska State Trade School, opened in 1941, and
further than that, when it served as the site of the
Nebraska Soldiers and Sailors Home, built in 1889.

“The campus has had a very unique beginning
and history,” Petsch said, “and I presume that
many Milford folks don’t know everything about
how the campus came about.”

HS celerates
Good OI’ Days

13, the Eagles will host
their annual pancake
feed starting at 7:20
a.m. Pancakes and
sausages will be served

BY STEPHANIE CROSTON
scroston@sewardindependent.com

Milford High will
celebrate “The Good OI’

Days” with homecom- all seventh through

ing this week. 12th grade students and
The week will end staff.

with Milford hosting On Friday, Sept. 15,

Kearney Catholic in the Eagle Olympics will

football Friday, Sept. start at 12:55 p.m. The

15. Kickoff is set for 7 pep rally will be at the

p.m. The coronation of  end of the day.

the king and queen will
take place right after
the game.

The Eagles are en-
couraged to participate \
in this year’s dress-up N
days, as well. Themes
are:

Monday — movie
characters from child-
hood

Tuesday — genera-
tions (freshmen - ba-
bies/children; sopho-
mores - college; juniors
- parents; seniors - old
people)

Wednesday — any-
thing but a bag

Thursday — rhyme
without reason (find a
partner and dress like
items that rhyme, for
example, house and
mouse)

Friday — purple and
white

On Wednesday, Sept.

N
N
N
N
N

o

000000,

GIVERWAYS & MORE

Pink postcards signal property tax hearing

BY EMILY HEMPHILL

emily@sewardindependent.com

Property owners
should see pink post-
cards popping up in
their mailboxes this
week.

The postcards are
to notify residents of a
joint public tax hearing
at 7 p.m. on Wednesday,
Sept. 20, at the Seward
Civic Center, at which
four local taxing enti-
ties will present their
proposed budgets for the
2023-24 fiscal year.

The Civic Center is at
616 Bradford Street in
Seward, and the hearing
will be held in the audi-
torium.

Seward County, Mil-
ford Public Schools, the
City of Seward and the
City of Milford are all
required to present their
proposed budgets at the
hearing.

The Nebraska Legis-
lature first enacted the
requirement last year
through LB 644, the
Property Tax Request
Act (passed in 2021),
intended to increase

transparency for politi-
cal subdivisions looking
to raise their property
tax levies.

The act requires a col-
ored postcard be mailed
to all property owners
in an area where a
taxing entity intends to
raise its levy more than
its 2% allowable growth
over the previous year.

Southeast Communi-
ty College and the public
school districts of Crete,
David City and East But-
ler also will be required
to share their proposed
budgets at a joint public
meeting.

Those districts
overlap with portions of
Seward County, but they
will present their bud-
gets in Lancaster, Saline
and Butler counties,
respectively, where their
districts are headquar-
tered.

Seward and Centen-
nial Public Schools, as
well as others that over-
lap with Seward County,
will not have to partic-
ipate in the meeting as
their tax askings do not
meet the 2% threshold.

PROPERTY

TAX REQUESTS
2023-24

SEWARD COUNTY

SOUTHEAST CC

$10,549,339

$83,078,523

MILFORD SCHOOLS  $7,523,668

CITY OF SEWARD

CITY OF MILFORD

$2,006,456

$726,235

Source: Seward County Clerk’s Office

As required by law,
each postcard will in-
clude details specific to
each parcel of a property
owner’s land, including
its assessed valuation
and how the levy in-
crease from each entity
will affect the property

owner’s tax obligation.
The joint hearing is
a chance for the public
to ask questions of each
entity, though each is al-
ready required by law to
hold its own budget and
tax request hearings
individually.

Clearing up Confusion

The first joint public tax hearing held in 2022 created
confusion for many residents who received the pink
postcards. Here are answers to some common questions.

( WHY DID | RECEIVE A POSTCARD?] \

Postcards were mailed to all property owners in

Seward County. That means one or more taxing

entities whose district contains your property is

planning to raise its levy, which could affect the
amount of property taxes you pay.

/

=

J

[ WHY DID | RECEIVE MULTIPLE POSTCARDS? \

Property owners receive a separate postcard for
every parcel of property owned. If you own property
in multiple counties, you may receive postcards

from each county.

J

J

DON’T SCHOOLS, CITIES AND THE COUNTY
ALREADY HOLD THEIR OWN HEARINGS?

population.

hS

Yes. The Nebraska Uniform Budget Act, passed in
1969, requires entities utilizing public funds to hold a
budget hearing before adopting their budget. The
public may speak during these hearings, though
members of the public rarely attend.

The intent of the joint public tax hearing, dubbed the
“Truth in Taxation” bill, was to raise additional
awareness of the public’s opportunity to speak, but
the public has had that opportunity for decades.
Last year, only about 50 people attended the joint
hearing - less than half a percent of the county’s

A

/

[ IS THE POSTCARD A BILL | HAVE TO PAY NOW? ] \

No. The postcard states the proposed amount of
property tax you will pay to each taxing entity and
the difference in that amount from the previous
year. You do not need to send payment to the
school, county or city, just pay your property taxes

as usual.

/

/

[ WHAT IF | HAVE MORE QUESTIONS?

]—\

Contact the County Clerk’s Office at (402) 643-2883
or the County Assessor’s Office at (402) 643-3311.

/

/

COURTESY PHOTO

Milford Public Schools will celebrate Homecoming Week Sept. 11-15. Seniors selected to homecoming court by the
student body include, from left: (front row) Sarah Spahr, Madison Roth, Paige Riley, Macy Stutzman and Jaidyn Bell;
and (back row) Gavin Dunlap, Reice Stutzman, Conner Kohout, Keenan Troyer and Hunter Oborny. Coronation of the
king and queen will follow the football game on Friday, Sept. 15.

'GET HIRED TODAY!!
SHIFTING

LOCATION:
3131 CORNHUSKER HWY, LINCOLN, NE

ONSITE INTERVIEWS

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 28TH, 2023
3:00 PM- 7:00 PM

m 0w
- a

SHIFT YOUR CAREER IN GERR!!
THE DIESEL INDUSTRY IS BOOMING!!!

CORNHUSKER
INTERNATIONAL
TRUCKS

>> REGISTER

220'W. 11'"St'C

Per Bag
Sept. 1-30, 2023
Pick up
ONLY

99.8% Pure & Guaranteed Safe
for all Water Softeners

rete’ ,

402-826-3372 . Monday to Friday 8 al;h to5 P
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