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STEPHANIE CROSTON/SCI

Kevin Zadina, left, purchased the Seward Independent Group from Mark Rhoades of 
Enterprise Publishing in Blair. The group includes the Seward County Independent, 
Milford Times, Crete News, Wilber Republican and Friend Sentinel.

Paper starts year with new owner
The Seward County Independent and Milford Times take time 

each year to look back over the previous 12 months and remind 
our readers of changes and improvements that have taken place. 
As we continue to navigate the pandemic, it’s good to see the 
steps forward that have been taken in our communities. From 
new names to new construction, the Seward County area saw 
a variety of changes during 2022. Even we had a change, when 
Kevin Zadina bought our group of papers from Enterprise Pub-
lishing in Blair.

As we look back in this section, we’re also looking forward to 
the steps we take in 2022.

School moves into new building

COURTESY PHOTO

Our Redeemer Lutheran School in Staplehurst moved into its new ministry center in 
October. The new building is across the street north of the old school.

Business anniversaries
150 years – Seward County Ag Society
100 years – Hughes Brothers
80 years – Southeast Community College, Mil-
ford campus
70 years – Title Services of Blue Valley
50 years – Hydraulic Equipment Service Inc.; Stop 
‘N Shop, Milford
45 years – H&S Plumbing, Heating and Air; Seward 
Animal Hospital; Sparetime Lounge and Grill
35 years – Edward Jones Investments; R.W. Beckler 
and Associates; Walmart Supercenter; Pizza Kitchen
30 years – Woods Brothers Realty; Helmink Print-
ing and Graphic Design; RG Investments
25 years – Southeast Nebraska CASA; Lenz Con-

struction; Rembold Ludtke, LLP; Milford Frame 
Clinic and Autos/Alimo Storage and Rentals; 
Milford Family Medical Center
20 years – Seward County Pheasants Forever; 
St. Vincent de Paul Catholic School; Milford 
Pharmacy; Seward County Habitat for Humanity
15 years – Casey’s General Store, Davisson Furni-
ture Center (south location), Hope Crisis Center, 
Lindy Studios
10 years – Chez Bubba Cafe; The Udder Store; 
Abbott Portable Toilets; JD’s Coffee Shop
5 years – The Alps Dog Retreat; Seward Storage; 
Twin Rivers Urgent Care; Seward ACE Hardware; 
Enhanced Physical Therapy



Page 4    •    January  26, 2022    •    Seward County Independent & The Milford Times

by Emily Hemphill
Seward County Independent

Having been in busi-
ness for 100 years, the folks 
at Hughes Brothers have 
learned a thing or two about 
history: how to make it, how 
to avoid repeating it and how 
to preserve it.

John Hughes, current 
president of the Seward-
based utility supply manufac-
turing company, said the last 
three generations of Hughes 
descendants have accumu-
lated snippets of history, and 
those 100 years’ worth of 
artifacts needed a home.

“We have this awesome 
story to tell. Why don’t 
we just make a museum?” 
Hughes thought.

The company unveiled the 
new museum during an Octo-
ber open house commemorat-
ing its 100th anniversary, but 
the concept was several years 
in the making.

In 2017, Hughes Brothers 
sold its fiberglass pultrusion 
division to Owens Corning, 
and the sale sent four employ-
ees to the new company to 
oversee the transition.

That left four empty rooms 
inside the company’s office 

building. Not wanting that 
space to become a dumping 
ground for old copiers and 

broken junk, Hughes and his 
team decided it would be a 
great place to display those 
artifacts and tell the story of 
the Hughes family.

Brothers John, Harley, 
Ben and Ted started the com-
pany on a whim, after an ice 
storm in October 1921 took 
out the city’s power system. 
They used the materials they 
had on hand for their house-
building business to instead 
build cross arms for electri-
cal poles to restore the power 
lines.

The museum features the 
100-year history of the com-
pany through photographs, 
a family tree, displays of 
the production process and 
miniature replicas of Hughes 
Brothers’ most popular prod-
ucts.

It also highlights the com-
pany’s philanthropic contri-

butions over the years and its 
involvement in World War II, 
making ammunition boxes 
and other military supplies.

The museum is open to 
the public, but Hughes said 
it also serves a purpose for 
staff.

“When new employees 
come, they can see that this 
is not just a place where 
we’re expecting them to work 
for five weeks, quit and move 
on,” Hughes said. “It’s a spe-
cial place. The work is enjoy-
able, it’s variable and you’re 
not going to do the same 
thing all the time. There’s 
a fair chance if you want to 
move up or try something 
different, you can do that. 
We decided it would be a fun 
place to tell the whole story of 
why we do what we do.”

Hughes connected with 
Doug Hartman of Hartman 

Historical Services in Oma-
ha – the same person who 
contributed a large effort to 
the Nebraska National Guard 
Museum just up the hill from 
Hughes Brothers.

Hartman has worked on 
historical exhibits since 1988. 
He holds a master’s degree in 
military history and began 
as a researcher, finding pho-
tographs and writing text for 
military exhibits as a histori-
an for the Nebraska National 
Guard.

He started his own com-
pany in 1996 and expanded 
from being a research con-
sultant to designing exhibits.

His portfolio includes 
military exhibits all over the 
United States and a couple of 
exhibits in St. Lo, France, a 
city liberated by the Nebras-
ka National Guard during 
World War II.

He also has worked on 
exhibits for the Nebraska 
Jewish Historical Society in 
Omaha, the Nebraska Fire-
fighters Museum in Kearney, 
the Johnny Carson Gallery at 
the Elkhorn Valley Museum 
in Norfolk and many others 
across the country.

Hartman said the best 
part of working with the 
Hughes Brothers team was 
learning about the company’s 
involvement in World War 
II and designing an exhibit 
about its contributions to the 
war effort.

In 1942, the U.S. War 
Department commissioned 
Hughes Brothers to make 
more than a million ammu-
nition boxes, anti-tank mine 
casings and triggers. The 
factory also made 120-foot 
wood trusses used to house 
B29 Superfortress bombers.

According to research now 
displayed in the museum, 64 
Hughes Brothers employees 
served in World War II, in-
cluding one who didn’t make 
it home, Edward Rohren.

Museum celebrates 100 years of Hughes Bros.

EMILY HEMPHILL/SCI

Al Tejral shares some of the significant events in the 100 years of Hughes Brothers’ existence. The photo 
memorabilia is part of the company’s new museum housed inside its office building.

EMILY HEMPHILL/SCI

An anti-tank mine casing and trigger, made by Hughes Brothers 
during World War II, are now on display in the museum. (continued on page 5)
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We are an ethical partner you know and trust.
We are a bank built on Integrity, Service 
and Community - and we always will be.  
Your success is our success, and that’s 
why we build long term relationships with 
our customers and provide exceptional 
banking experiences.  At Jones Bank, our 
values guide us forward.  

888-562-3602  |  jonesbank.com
4INTEGRITY  4SERVICE  4COMMUNITY 

Jones Bank values the 
communities we serve! 

Travis Schaefer, Owner 241 Prairie Circle
402-641-5578  Seward, NE 68434

&  s n o w  r e m o v a l  s e r v i c e
2061 168th, Garland • 402-641-5578

(continued from page 4)
A large flag hangs in the war room 

of the museum, honoring those local 
service men and women.

“I love that flag. It is gorgeous, and 
I think we did a good job hanging it 
and helping to protect it,” Hartman 
said. “Preserving the item is as im-
portant as displaying the item.”

Hartman began talking about the 
project with the Hughes Brothers 
team last summer, but they didn’t get 
into the design process until Janu-
ary. They worked together to decide 
their vision for the space – every-
thing from layout to lighting to the 
color of the ceiling.

“Hughes Brothers was a great cli-
ent to work with because they want-
ed everything done right,” Hartman 
said.

Hughes Brothers produced a num-
ber of the larger custom displays for 
the museum in-house.

Hartman helped them determine 
which artifacts to include and how to 
display them in the most appropriate 
way.

“If you’re going to put out an object 
or a picture, it should help in tell-
ing the story,” Hartman said. “You 
should tell people why it’s there and 
highlight that object.”

Hughes said Hartman took the 
vision and amplified it.

“He really took the museum from 
something that would have looked 
fine to the next level of professional-
ism,” Hughes said.

Several Hughes Brothers employ-
ees also took part in the making of 
the museum, from Secretary/Trea-
surer Patty Roth researching history 
to Vice President of Engineering 
Larry Vandergriend designing 
and building some of the displays, 
Hughes said.

He hopes the community will visit 
the museum and learn more about 
what the company has produced the 
past 100 years, as well as its legacy in 
Seward.

The museum is open to the public 
from 12:30 to 3 p.m. the first Friday of 
every month. Larger groups may call 
(402) 641-2991 for an appointment.

Hughes Bros.

EMILY HEMPHILL/SCI

Engineer Larry Vandergriend leads a tour through the new Hughes Brothers museum.



Museum Hours
12:30 PM - 3 PM
First Friday of Each Month

launching our next

century of excellence
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Construction continues on CU music center
by Stephanie Croston
scroston@sewardindependent.com

Construction is continuing on 
the new music center at Concordia 
University.

“We are still on track for the 
building to open by Fall 2022,” Dave 
Kumm, executive vice president, 
CFO/COO, said in November. “With 
construction challenges in the U.S. 
and internationally, there have been 
some product and labor limitations 
and costs are changing on a regular 
basis.

“Thankfully with our partners at 
Sinclair Hille, HDR and Hampton 
Construction, we have been able to 
work around the hurdles and make 
adjustments to finish the project 
on time and within budget. As of 
the week of Nov. 22, the foundation 
walls are in place and the waterproof 
membrane (MEL ROL) to keep it dry 
is being installed.”

The project is estimated at $17 mil-
lion. The recital hall will stay in its 
current location, but the offices and 
rehearsal spaces were demolished in 
the spring.

The new music center will be 
46,544 square feet, up from the cur-
rent 40,000 square feet. Ceilings in 
the band and choir rehearsal spaces 
will be seven feet higher than in the 

original building.
The project started with staff try-

ing to figure out how to update the 
elevators in the rehearsal and office 
areas, Sommerfeld said.

“The elevator was necessary from 
the beginning,” Dr. Kurt von Kamp-
en, chair of the music department 
at Concordia, said. “There’s always 
equipment being moved. Thankfully 
we’ve had no major problems.”

Von Kampen said the new base-
ment will include a new theater with 
higher ceilings and new lighting and 
sound systems.

The western box with its 10 pipe 
organs and offices will be remod-
eled. A recording studio will also be 
added.

The east section of the building 
will be raised to the level of the west 
side, von Kampen said. The building 
will then have three levels instead of 
six.

“When it was built in the 1960s, 
they were interested in multi-level 
facilities,” von Kampen said.

The band and choir rooms are too 
small for the group sizes today. High 
school students who come for campus 
visits see facilities less than what 
they’re used to, von Kampen said.

The new walls in the building will 
help contain sound in the rehears-
al spaces. Directors will be able to 

adjust acoustics, as well.
The office suite will be on the 

main floor, along with Steinway pia-
no studios, von Kampen said.

With the recording studio, direc-
tors will be able to record rehearsals 
to use a teaching tools, he said. Stu-
dents will also be able to record their 
own music, and small groups can 
record in the studio, as well.

The updated facility will allow 
Concordia to offer a minor in re-
cording and expand its emphases in 
music, von Kampen said.

While the Music Center is under 
construction, the music department 
has scattered. Jesse Hall is currently 
“music central,” von Kampen said, 
adding that a lot of pianos are there. 
Classes and offices are also in the 
Link Library, with practice studios 
in Esther Dormitory. Thom Leader-
ship Education Center’s auditorium 
is also being used as a music space 
with eight or nine pianos in storage 
there, and the Dunklau Center is 
being used for storage.

The viewing room at Walz is a 
rehearsal space, as are St. John 
Lutheran Church and the auditorium 
in Weller Hall. Weller is the main 
rehearsal venue for the A Capella 
Choir and the concert band, von 
Kampen said.

Organ performance majors have 

used the organs in Weller Hall and 
St. John and Faith Lutheran church-
es, and other area churches have 
opened for practices, as well. Three 
manual electric organs are in the 
basement of Weller for practice, von 
Kampen said.

Dr. Russell Sommerfeld, then-in-
terim president of CU, said Con-
cordia will endow a maintenance 
program for the Music Center like it 
did with Dunklau to help hold down 
tuition costs for students.

The faculty was involved in the 
planning and worked through three 
different ideas, von Kampen said. 
The first was to add an elevator, but 
the building still needed new heat-
ing, ventilation and air conditioning 
and handicapped accessibly ramps. 
That meant a loss of space, he said.

The second idea was more grandi-
ose, while the third was the one the 
university settled on. Sinclair Hille 
is the project architect and consulted 
with HDR, the firm that designed the 
Holland Center.

Concordia was notified in No-
vember that the project received an 
Architectural Merit Award in the 
Unbuilt category at the AIA Nebras-
ka Excellence in Design Awards, 
Kumm said.

MEAGHAN STOUT/SCI

Construction on the music building at Concordia University continues.



Gas • Diesel • Convenience Store
Hot Food • Cold Drinks

923 238th Road, Milford • 402-761-2183

Larsen and Associates
Auctioneers
Cordova, Nebraska

If you are looking
for first-class service,

call us! We aim
to be friendly and 

approachable.
We are here to serve you

and answer any questions you 
may have. Contact us today

to schedule your next auction 
or list your real estate.

Lance & Jackie Larsen

402-576-3002
www.larsensauctions.com

by Keaton Burgess
Seward County Independent

After opening its doors in 2001, St. Vincent de 
Paul Catholic School is celebrating its 20-year 
anniversary. 

In St. Vincent’s first year, they had 36 students 
and included grades kindergarten through 3rd 
grade. This upcoming school year, St. Vincent 
will be adding 5th grade to their program to make 
their school preschool through 5th grade.

Father Robert Tucker talked more about the 
history of the school.

“Mrs. Lisa Crane and Mrs. Marilyn Bohaty 
are our two teachers that have been at the school 
all 20 years,” Tucker said. “They have been great 
assets to our staff.”

“It’s also cool to think that people who went 
to this school when it first opened now have kids 
who are starting to attend the same school,” Tuck-
er said.

St. Vincent had a celebration on June 6 for 
reaching the 20-year mark.

“We had about 300 people at the celebration, 
it was a lot of fun,” Tucker said. “We catered in 
pulled pork and had tents and games set up for the 
kids to play. We also had live polka music too. It 
really was a good time.”

Although the school may be small, Tucker said 
that they are still doing very well academically.

“We had our highest testing scores this year, 
especially in math,” Tucker said. “We even 
ranked nationally.”

Anyone interested in enrolling at St. Vincent 
de Paul Catholic school can contact the school at 

(402) 643-3421 and talk to secretary Janet Kuehl or 
Principal Denise Ray.

“We have a great school here,” Tucker said. 
“Come take advantage of what we have to offer.”

St. Vincent de Paul Catholic School celebrates 20 years
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MEAGHAN STOUT/SCI

St. Vincent de Paul Catholic School celebrated 20 years in 2021 after originally opening its doors in 2001.
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by Lena Nelson
UNL intern

The hills of Merlyn Niel-
sen’s land, habitat for wildlife 
northwest of Seward, reach up 
to the horizon and are full of 
grasses and splotches of colored 
wildflowers. The wind rustles 
through the plant stems and 
wafts the smells of clover and 
milkweed.

Nielsen is the Habitat chair-
person and treasurer of the 
Seward County Pheasants 
Forever chapter.

The Seward County Pheas-
ants Forever chapter, includ-
ing its 225 members, recently 
celebrated its 20th anniversary.  
The surrounding counties have 
their own chapters except for 
Butler County, which will occa-
sionally join with the Seward 
County chapter.

Pheasants Forever works 
within the community in var-
ious ways, whether it be fund-
ing, planting habitat or educat-
ing youth about the outdoors 
and hunting. 

The chapter invests about 
$5,000 yearly into surrounding 
habitats and $1,200 between 
local wildlife and civic organi-
zations. When it comes to local, 
state and national habitat proj-
ects, the chapter contributes 
$25,000.

“We provide a variety of op-
portunities for the youth of the 
surrounding areas to experi-
ence the outdoors in hopes that 
this exposure creates an appre-
ciation in them and extends the 
longevity of the chapter,” said 
Roy Josoff Jr., president of the 
chapter.

Pheasants Forever hosts 
youth hunts, contributes money 
to 4-H programs for awards and 
annually sponsors hunter edu-
cation as outreach to younger 
members. 

The Seward County Pheas-

ants Forever chapter also works 
closely with Concordia Univer-
sity.

“Our relationship with Con-
cordia is a love, love relation-
ship. We help them, and they 
help us,” said Merlyn Nielsen, 
the treasurer and habitat chair 
of the chapter.

The chapter works with the 
university’s shooting team and 
helps with fundraising as well 
as providing direct donations. 
This helps the team compete 
and practice by providing funds 
for traveling and material costs. 
In turn, students of the team of-
ten help with set up and during 
the annual banquet.

Creating and maintaining 
habitat for wildlife is also im-
portant to the chapter, accord-
ing to Nielsen. The chapter has 
two drills that are rented out to 
help landowners with planting 
seeds. This is often done within 
conservation reserve programs 
but will occasionally be funded 
by the landowner personally. 
The chapter helped with two 
seedings in the spring on the 
individuals’ own funding.

“Since we are within a farm-
ing community, we sometimes 
struggle to give money locally 
to help landowners. We try to be 
generous whether it is through 
the chapter or by helping with 
government programs,” Josoff 
said.

Pheasants Forever often pro-
vides the equipment and fund-
ing as well as wildlife biologists 
with the chapter who organize 
seed plans. The chapter has 
been seeding and creating 
habitat for around 20 years now 
within Seward County.

“We are always looking for 
the opportunity to chat with 
people about habitat. We strive 
to invest in habitats and work 
to maintain them not only for 
pheasants, but a whole host of 
other wildlife,” Nielsen said. 

Pheasants Forever celebrates over 20 
years of work within Seward County

LENA NELSON/UNL INTERN/SCI

Merlyn Nielsen of Seward looks out over his CRP land outside of Seward. Nielsen, the Pheasants 
Forever Habitat chairperson and treasurer, talks about his process of tree removal, seeding five 
species of grasses in 1998 and around 2009 adding wildflower species.
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Kerry joined the Suhr & Lichty team 
in March of 2021 and received 
her property & casualty license in 
May. She is eager to grow with the 
team and brings lots of energy and 
hometown roots.
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145 N. 5th St., Seward, NE • 402-643-2911 • suhrlichty.com     Hours: M-Th 8 a.m.-5 p.m.  | Fri. 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m. | Sat. by appointment

“Our policy is caring.”

Thomas joined the Suhr & Lichty 
Insurance team in 2019 after 
graduating from the University of 
Wyoming. Thomas graduated with 
a Bachelors Degree in Agriculture 
Ecology. 

Thomas Suhr

Diane joined the Suhr & Lichty 
Insurance team in 1988 after 
graduating from Nebraska Wesleyan 
University. She has since achieved 
numerous industry awards and 
professional insurance designations 
including the industry’s top 
designation, Certified Insurance 
Counselor. Diane Lichty

Mark joined the Suhr & Lichty 
Insurance team in 1984 after 
graduating from the University of 
Nebraska Kearney. He has since 
achieved numerous industry 
awards and professional insurance 
designations, including the industry’s 
top designation Certified Insurance 
Counselor. Mark Suhr

Tyler joined the Suhr & Lichty 
Insurance team in 2014 after 
graduating from Nebraska Wesleyan 
University. Tyler is a graduate of 
Seward High School in 2010. He has 
since earned his property and casualty 
insurance license, crop insurance 
license and earned his designation as 
an Authorized Insurance Producer.Tyler Lichty

Shelley joined the Suhr & Lichty 
Insurance team in 2004. Shelley is a 
graduate from Doane University in 
Crete, NE. 

Shelley Scheele

Jodi brings over 20 years of 
experience to her role at Suhr & 
Lichty Insurance, where she has 
served clients since 1998. 

Jodi Barry

Liesel became part of the team in 
2019.  She is quickly learning the 
ins and outs of property and casualty 
insurance.

Liesel Pabian

Meet our talented team:

PROPERTY & CASUALTY
• Farmers Mutual of Nebraska

• Largest writers of farm insurance
    in Nebraska
• Suhr & Lichty is the leading agency in the
    Seward area

• United Fire & Casualty
• EMC Insurance  
• Progressive
• First Comp
• Grinnell Mutual

CROP
• RCIS – Largest writers of MPCI in the USA

LIFE & HEALTH
• Blue Cross Blue Shield
• United Life     
• EMC National Life

SOME OF THE LEADING
COMPANIES WE REPRESENT:

Kerry Stalsberg
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Seward County Chamber & Development Partnership
is committed to advocating for the success of your business

616 Bradford St., Seward, NE  68434          402-643-4189          www.cultivatesewardcounty.com

Experience the benefits of membership in the
Seward County Chamber & Development Partnership

Resources and 
assistance in applying 

for TIF, LB840 and 
CBDG funding

Networking
opportunities 

including Business 
After Hours events 

and Coffee & 
Contacts

YOUR
NAME
HERE

Sponsorship 
opportunities

at SCCDP
events

Access to
mailing lists

Business
referrals

New business 
and business 

improvement support 
& recognition

Weekly member 
information 

distributed through 
the Blue River Buzz 

email newsletter

Social media
features & support

Tools to help you 
promote

your business

by Lena Nelson
UNL Intern

The Seward County Hab-
itat for Humanity chapter 
built houses for over 20 years 
in the community. The late 
Don Rondorf is one individ-
ual many in Seward County 
have to thank for that. 

“Don’s positive outlook 
and love of people is what 
made Seward County Habitat 
for Humanity so successful,” 
said Shelly Nitz, a member of 
Habitat for Humanity.

Habitat for Humanity 
often reached out to church-
es within Seward in search 
of volunteers. Rondorf, who 
died Dec. 13, 2020, first got 
involved with Habitat for Hu-
manity by volunteering for a 
project. He ended up staying 
on with the organization for 
about 17 years. 

The Seward County Hab-
itat for Humanity built its 
first house in 1996 within the 
city limits of Seward. Habi-

tat builds homes for people 
in need of housing as well 
as helping with roofing and 
siding.

Habitat for Humanity 
helps individuals with 50% 
median income and lower. 
Over time, it became harder 
to find qualifying individu-
als within the county. Be-
cause of this, Seward County 
Habitat for Humanity began 
Brush with Kindness.

Brush with Kindness 
helped with smaller issues 
lower income families faced 
including providing ramps, 
doing lawn work, building 
storage sheds or painting 
buildings. According to Nitz, 
Rondorf headed up almost 
everything within the orga-
nization.

“Don saw which people 
needed safe, affordable hous-
ing and reached out to let 
them know that Habitat was 
there to help them.” said Pam 
Rondorf, Don Rondorf’s wife.

Remembering Rondorf, contributions to Habitat

LENA NELSON/UNL INTERN/SCI

Pam Rondorf, left, and Shelly Nitz stand among records of Habitat for Humanity houses in Seward.(continued on page 20)
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by Samantha Hargens
UNL Intern

William Henry School 
of the Arts is proving to be 
successful despite opening 
during a pandemic. 

“I had a moment of ‘oh no, 
what have I done?’” Alexa 
Axthelm, owner of William 
Henry School of the Arts, 
said. 

Axthelm has been danc-
ing from age 2 until she 
graduated high school. She 
was raised in Clinton, North 
Carolina, but her dad is from 
Nebraska. After high school 
in 2014, she started college in 
North Carolina, but her par-
ents moved to Nebraska and 
she transferred to the Uni-
versity of Nebraska-Lincoln, 
graduating with a degree 
in theatre design with an 
emphasis in scenic painting 
in 2018.

After graduation, she 
moved to Indiana and then 
Florida working as a scenic 
painter before moving to 
Seward to be closer to fam-
ily. She started working for 
Suzanne Gligorevic, previous 
owner of InMOTION Fitness, 
and then took over the studio 
and turned it into William 
Henry School of the Arts. 

The William Henry School 
of the Arts is a studio in 
Seward that accommodates 
all individuals with helping 
them explore their artistic 
abilities. The studio offers 
dance, art and fitness classes 
to all who participate. 

Axthelm said when she 
signed the paperwork in Feb-

ruary 2020 and took over the 
building, previously called 
inMOTION Fitness, she had 
a moment of panic. She had 
summer classes planned to 
announce and thought the 
pandemic would jeopardize 
her business.

“I knew how many stu-
dents we needed for this to 
work, and God provided,” 
Axthelm said. 

Axthelm talked about the 
pandemic precautions she 
and other teachers took with 
students because of the pan-
demic. The school had “mag-
ic dance boxes,” squares of 
tape on the floor, for students 

to social distance between 
one another. 

“We made it work, and 
the kids were just happy to 
get out and do something,” 
Axthelm said. 

Axthelm said Seward 
makes it clear there is a need 
for the community to have a 
place where people can have 
a creative outlet. 

“Seward is a really great 
community, but I felt we just 
don’t have enough arts,” 
Axthelm said. 

Axthelm said having a 
creative outlet is important 
for everyone, especially 
children. 

According to an article 
written from the Brookings 
Institution, kids who do art 
are 75% more likely to be 
successful at whatever else 
they do. 

Axthelm said forms of art 
help people develop prob-
lem-solving skills, pushing 
self limits by going outside 
one’s comfort zone, being cre-
ative, which translates into 
other areas. William Henry 
School of the Arts offers a 
range of creative classes such 
as dance, fitness, and art. 
The online signup for classes 
fill up quickly.

Seward High School 

alumna Ella Davis-Schmidt 
worked for the previous 
owner of InMOTION Fitness 
and stayed on when Axthelm 
took over and is now a lead 
teacher teaching jazz and 
ballet. 

“This is a great opportu-
nity to be able to show their 
emotions without having to 
put them into words which is 
sometimes difficult for kids,” 
Davis-Schmidt said. 

Davis-Schmidt said 
the school is a great place 
for children to be able to 
show their creativity on 
a daily and weekly basis. 
Davis-Schmidt hopes to see 
William Henry School of the 
Arts welcome more kids in 
the future and watch this 
business grow. 

“I think Alexa is doing a 
great job. No one knew how 
to navigate during the pan-
demic, but she did everything 
she could to give kids the 
opportunity to be creative 
and perform,” Davis-Schmidt 
said. 

William Henry School of 
the Arts is named after Wil-
liam Henry Seward, the Sec-
retary of State who served 
under President Abraham 
Lincoln. Seward is known 
as Nebraska’s Fourth of July 
City and each class level is 
named after a firework.

Ages 3-5 are called Tiny 
Comets, ages 6-8 are the 
Sparklers, ages 9-12 are the 
Poppers, and ages 13-15 are 
the Rockets. The school col-
ors are black, red and white 
to stand for creative, bold, 
and joyful as the theme for 
the school. Axthelm said the 
school nurtures creativity 
and artistic development 
while providing a warm 
and positive environment 
to foster the growth that all 
students want and need.

“If I can do it in the first 
year with COVID and all the 
rules, I can take anything,” 
Axthelm said. 

A place to be creative, bold and joyful

SAMANTHA HARGENS/UNL INTERN/SCI

Alexa Axthelm opened William Henry School of the Arts in March of 2020 at the start of the pandemic. 

Alexa Axthelm 
opens the William 
Henry School of 
the Arts in Seward 
amid pandemic in 
March of 2020
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by Lena Nelson
UNL Intern

Two women with 
Seward connections are 
designing their original 
art and turning it into 
stickers. A few Seward 
businesses are selling 
these stickers in their 
shops. 

One of the aspects 
people appreciate about 
Seward is the small 
town support for small 
businesses. Whether it 
be a coffee shop, a book-
shop on the corner or 
the artistic endeavors of 
those within the com-
munity, Seward citizens 
recognize the support. 
Emmi Moll and Emma 
Brand are two local art-
ists who have begun to 
sell their art in Seward.

“Everybody loves 
their stickers. It has 
been exciting to see it 
kind of snowball for 
them. Other people can 
see their art and it can 
sometimes lead to other 
opportunities for Emmi 
and Emma,” said Carla 
Ketner, owner of Chap-
ters Books & Gifts.

Emma Brand, origi-
nally from Springfield, 
Missouri, and current 
Seward resident, grad-
uated from Concordia 
University in Novem-
ber with degrees in 
elementary education 
and graphic design with 
the ultimate dream of 
writing and publishing 
children’s books. 

Brand’s small sticker 
recreations of buildings 
within Seward began 
with the Founders Hall 
on the Concordia cam-
pus. Brand sketched 
and painted a picture 
of the hall on paper for 
a friend as a gift. Most 
of her drawings in the 
beginning were gifts for 

birthdays and Christ-
mases. Then they  be-
gan to expand from the 
Founders Hall to JD’s 
Coffee Shop, Chapters 
Book & Gifts, Red Path 
Gallery and Tasting 
Room and the Seward 
County Courthouse. 

Brand said her pro-
cess really begins with 
a picture of the build-
ing. Then she traces the 
outline of the architec-
ture and begins to fill in 
the details with graph-
ite and watercolor. Once 
the building looks how 
Brand remembers it, 
she takes the drawing 
back to the building for 
a final picture compari-
son of the two. 

“It’s really cool to see 
the final product and 
the original photo next 
to each other. I enjoy 
adding in the photogra-
phy. I just find it makes 
the whole process,” 
Brand said.

Local businesses 
purchase the stickers 
in bulk from Brand and 
sell them to customers.

“It really started 

with a love for Con-
cordia. I feel like I am 
this adopted person of 
Seward. It feels good 
to be comfortable in a 
place that wasn’t your 
original home,” Brand 
said. 

Emmi Moll of Seward 
and a Concordia gradu-
ate also sells her stick-
ers and art in places 
around Seward. Moll 
graduated in 2018 with 
a degree in graphic 
design. 

Moll’s art can be 
found in the Chapters 
Books & Gifts and at the 
Seward Junior Wom-
en’s Club Holiday Craft 
show in November each 
year. 

“Chapters makes it 
really easy. They just 
had me bring in five or 
10 of my sticker designs 
to keep in the shop con-
sistently,” Moll said. 

Moll has also made 
calendars the past three 
years and sold her latest 
batch at Liberty House 
Bed and Breakfast this 
year. 

To create the calen-

Artists stick with original artwork

LENA NELSON/UNL INTERN

Emmi Moll of Seward sits in front of Chapters Books & 
Gifts, one of the places where she sells the stickers she 
creates. 

dars, Moll paints with 
mainly watercolors as 
she finds them easy to 
manipulate. She uses 
watercolor for most of 
her stickers as well, 

although some are done 
digitally with Photo-
shop. 

Brand continues to 
work in Seward as a 
School Age Coordina-

tor and is considering 
teaching positions 
in the fall. Although 
Brand doesn’t foresee 
the stickers bringing in 

Trustworthy Experience 
The Service You Deserve

(402) 643-6669
222 South 5th Street
Seward, NE 68434

Roger L. Gamble
President & CEO

Registered Representative

Securities
• Retirement Plans
• IRAs
• Stocks
• Bonds
• Mutual Funds
• 529 College Savings
   Plans

Commodities
• Futures & Options–Grains, Livestock, 
   Financials & Softs
• Cash Grain Marketing Program
• Hedging Services

Securities and Advisory Services offered through Client One Securities, LLC  Member FINRA/SIPC 
and an investment advisor.  RG Investments and Client One Securities, LLC are not affiliated.
Futures and options trading involves risk of loss and should be carefully considered before 
investing. Commodities trading is cleared by ADM Investor Services (ADMIS).

(continued on page 19)
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CALL 402-643-6500 TO SCHEDULE A TOUR.

Spacious Floor Plans
Fun Activities
Great Food
Established Care Team

New Beginnings For Seniors

by Jennifer Yuma 
UNL intern

Recreation departments have 
granted families the ability to play 
sports and be involved in activities 
in an organized way. Children toss 
footballs around, while their parents 
volunteering to coach their chil-
drens’ teams.

Since COVID, the community 
atmosphere of park and recreation 
were missed. Now that those pro-
grams are opening back up for youth 
sports, people are learning how to 
get involved in team-based activities 
again.

Adam Bode, assistant parks and 
recreation director for the city of 
Seward, said things are looking up 
from last year.

“Last year we took a huge hit in re-
gards to registration just because we 
were in the thick of the pandemic,” 
Bode said. “This year we’ve gotten 
pretty lucky having a lot of teams 
who want to participate and play 
tournaments normally again.”

Marissa Parman, recreation coor-
dinator for the city of Milford, said 
numbers are finally coming back up.

“We understood why, even when 
we were open, children and families 
were hesitant,” Parman said. “Every-
one was looking out for their safety.”

Strict guidelines were put in place 
that limited sports.

“We completely shut down until 
June of 2020,” Bode said. “It was 
different, because we didn’t allow 
anyone outside the household into 
the complex, and we didn’t get to do 
little league which is our baseball 
and softball league that we normally 
do, along with no traveling.”

The same way baseball and soft-
ball leagues were affected in Seward, 
Milford Parks and Rec sports were 
affected as well.

“Last year we didn’t even have 
a fall session of soccer, so that was 
impacted,” Parman said.

For both rec departments, softball 
and baseball returned this summer.

“The spring softball picked up and 
the baseball has a lot of kids again 
after a year of uncertainty,” Parman 
said.

Seward Parks and Rec received a 
major hit in participation as a whole 
in 2020.

“Last year, we were down 20 to 30 

percent in participation numbers,” 
Bode said. “This year we are pretty 
normal again and back to where we 
were pre-pandemic.”

Bode said that if possible, many 
sports and activities are staying 
outside.

“Everyone’s excited to get out 
there and play,” Bode said. “Espe-

cially baseball because it’s out in the 
open with plenty of space and open-
ness in the park.”

Both Seward and Milford recre-
ation departments rely heavily on 
adult volunteers.

“Volunteer coaches are always 
a tricky thing,” Bode said. “Every-

Parks and rec tries to return to normal during pandemic

JENNIFER YUMA/UNL INTERN

Children play soccer for the city rec program for pre-K through second grade, run 
through Seward Parks and Recreation.

(continued on page 20)
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by Clark Kolterman
Seward County Independent

It was over 60 years ago, in 
1969, when the community 
of Seward, Nebraska decided 
to put its “claim to fame “on 
its annual Fourth of July 
Celebration and it became a 
positive identity for the City 
of Seward.

At that time, many com-
munities were attempting to 
hang their hat on some type 
of identity, and Seward was 
right there with them.

For example, Wilber 
became the Nebraska 
Czech Capitol, Ogallala was 
crowned the Cowboy Capitol, 
Lincoln became the STAR 
CITY and Stromsburg was 
named the Swedish Capital 
of Nebraska.

“The question was pro-
posed by the community: 
What should Seward identify 
with? What could Seward 

be a capitol of to create an 
identity?” said July Fourth 
Committee leader Clark 
Kolterman.

After considering numer-
ous options, such as German 
Capitol or Education Capitol 
or even Ag Capitol, it was 
decided –based on the then 
100 plus years of Fourth of 
July Celebrations -to work 
towards the goal of becoming 
“Nebraska’s Fourth of July 
Capitol.”

This title eventually 
evolved into Nebraska’s 
Fourth of July City, thus 
promoting our area’s deep 
sense of patriotism and sur-
rounding our community in 
the official city colors of red, 
white and blue.

“In the beginning, it was 
self-proclaimed, and in 1977, 
it first became official with 
a special proclamation by 
then Governor J. J. Exon. He 
named Seward ‘Nebraska’s 

Official Fourth of July City,’ 
based on the very successful, 
annual, family oriented, fun-
filled Fourth of July Celebra-
tion each year,” Kolterman 
said.

But that claim to fame was 

almost halted in 2020, during 
the COVID-19 pandemic, 
when, the Seward Fourth of 
July Celebration Committee 
canceled the live in-person 
Fourth of July Celebration 
and opted for a virtual 

Fourth.
“While the virtual event 

was a success as virtual 
events go, it was not a live 
Fourth of July Celebration, 
and that celebration was 
missed both by the families 
and supporter of the Fourth 
and economically by the area 
businesses,” Kolterman said. 

“The Fourth of July Cel-
ebration in Seward is now a 
very important part of the 
pride of Seward. Even the 
Seward water towers and 
arm badges on the uniforms 
of the Seward Police promote 
us as the Fourth of July City. 
It is our claim to fame each 
year and we are proud to host 
the state in a grand event,” 
Pat Coldiron, local business 
person and committee mem-
ber, said.

“But it is also a major, 
driving force for many of us 
economically, as we bene-

July 4 celebration in person again in 2021

(continued on page 22)

REMBOLT LUDTKE LLP
ATTORNEYS

3 LANDMARK CENTRE
1128 LINCOLN MALL, SUITE 300

LINCOLN, NEBRASKA 68508
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE

The following real estate will be sold at public auction to the highest bidder for 
cash inside the North door of the Seward County Courthouse, 529 Seward 
Street, Seward, Seward County, Nebraska, on July 6, 2017, at 10:00 a.m.
Lot Two, Monument Park Addition in Section 23, Township 10 North, Range 3 
East of the 6th P.M., Seward County Nebraska.
Per a replat, the trust property is now legally described as:
Lot Two (2), Monument Park 1st Addition, an Administrative Replat of Lots 1, 
2, 3, and 4, Monument Park Addition, located in the East Half of the Southeast 
Quarter (E1/2 SE1/4) of Section 23, Township 10 North, Range 3 East of the 
6th P.M., Seward County, Nebraska.
The property is being sold “AS-IS” and subject to any and all (1) real estate taxes, 
(2) special assessments, (3) easements, covenants and restrictions of record 
which affect this property, (4) any liens or other rights, claims, or interests that 
are superior to the lien of Pinnacle Bank per that certain Deed of Trust dated 
February 24, 2009, and  led of record with the Seward County Register of 
Deeds in Mortgage Book 369, Page 530; and modi ed per a Modi cation Deed 
of Trust dated November 13, 2009, and recorded as Instrument No. 200903645. 
The Trustee reserves the right to sell the subject property as individual parcels 
and/or collectively as the Trustee deems prudent.

By: PINNACLE BANK, Trustee,
c/o Brian S. Kruse, Attorney

Rembolt Ludtke LLP
3 Landmark Centre

1128 Lincoln Mall, Suite 300
Lincoln, NE 68508

(402) 475-5100
SCI — May 24, 31, June 07, 14, 21, 2017

Notice of Trustee’s Sale
The following described property will be sold at public auction to the highest 
bidder on 06/30/2017, at 1:00 p.m. at the North doors of the Seward County 
Courthouse, 529 Seward Street, Seward, NE 68434:
LOT 9, BLOCK 1, SCHC ADDITION, PHASE 1, TO THE CITY SEWARD, 
SEWARD COUNTY, NEBRASKA.
All subject to any and all: (1) real estate taxes, (2) special assessments, (3) 
easements, covenants, restrictions, ordinances, and resolutions of record which 
affect the property, and (4) unpaid water bills, (5) prior mortgages and trust deed 
of record and (6) ground leases of record. The purchaser is responsible for all 
fees or taxes. This sale is made without any warranties as to title or condition 
of the property.
By:
Kerry Feld, Trustee, NSBA# 24614
Kozeny & McCubbin, LC
12400 Olive Blvd., Suite 555
St. Louis, MO 63141
Phone: (314) 991-0255
Fax: (314) 991-6755
First Publication 05/17/2017,  nal 06/14/2017
Published in the Seward County Independent
K&M Filename: EASBRRLM
THIS FIRM IS A DEBT COLLECTOR AND ANY INFORMATION WE OBTAIN 
FROM YOU WILL BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.
SCI — May 17, 24, 31, June 07, 14, 2017

LAW OFFICES OF 
STEFFI A. SWANSON, P.C., L.L.O.

3906 Raynor Parkway, Suite 105
Bellevue, Nebraska 68123

Tel. (402) 292-7700
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE

The following described property will be sold at public auction to the highest 
bidder at the Seward County Courthouse 529 Seward Street, Seward, Seward 
County on the 19th day of July 2017 at 9:00 o’clock A.M.:
Lot 1 of Herring Replat, a Replat of the West One Half of the Southeast Quarter 
of Section 34, Township 12, North, Range 2, East of the 6th PM Seward County, 
Nebraska, more commonly known as: 3404 Raymond Road, Seward, NE 68434.
The property is being sold “as is” and subject to any unpaid real estate taxes, 
assessments and any lien or interest superior in right which may affect the 
subject property. The highest bidder will deposit $500.00 in cash or certi ed 
funds with the Trustee at the time of the sale, which shall be non-refundable, 
and the remaining amount due must be paid in cash or certi ed funds to the 
Trustee by 4:00 p.m. on the day of the sale; except this requirement is waived 
when the highest bidder is the current Bene ciary. The successful bidder shall 
be responsible for applicable transfer fees or taxes including the documentary 
stamp tax.
DATED 7th day of June 2017.

STEFFI A. SWANSON,
Substitute Trustee (16032)

SCI — June 07, 14, 21, 28, July 05, 2017
ZNEZ
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Properties to be sold at public auction

MINUTES
SEWARD CITY COUNCIL MINUTES
Following is a condensed form of 
minutes. A complete copy is on  le 
at City Hall, 537 Main St. or may be 
viewed at:
http://www.cityofsewardne.com. The 
Seward City Council met in regular 
session in the Council Chambers, 142 
N. 7th St., on May 16, 2017, at 7:00 
p.m., with Mayor Joshua Eickmeier 
presiding.
Councilmembers present: Jonathon 
Wilken, Ellen Beck, Dean Fritz, John 
Singleton, Chris Schmit, Richard Hans; 
Absent: Karl Miller, Sid Kamprath. 
Following items were approved: 
Minutes May 2, 2017; Clerk-Treas. 
& Police Reports, infrastructure cost 
items reimb. back to City; Task Order 
with JEO Consulting relating to FEMA 
 oodplain map updates & assoc. risk 
reduction coordination; Letter to NE 
Pub. Serv. Comm. showing support 
for Keystone Mainline Alt. Route for 
KXL Pipeline Proj. (Route avoids 
City’s wellhead prot. area); Grant 
application to Civic & Comm. Center 
Financing (CCCFF) for proposed Sew. 
Co. Wellness Center, 511 Bradford St.; 
Ordinance 2017-09 annexing Ridge 
Run 4th Add.; Making ord. permanent 
record; Letter of Interest to NE Roads 
expressing interest in applying for 
funding through Econ. Opp. Prog. 
under NE Trans. Innovation Act, with 
funding to build new entrance to 
Seward Reg. Rail Campus tract on S. 
Hwy 15; Forwarding grant application 
for $2,500 from First Impressions 
Working Group for construction of 
new welcome sign on E Hwy 34 to 
Seward Foundation; Forwarding Fred 
Hotovy claim, 814 Country Club Dr. For 
personal prop. Loss to 1530 & 1540 
N 8th St. to City’s insurance carrier; 
Resolution 2017-10 Approving street 
closures for parade permit for July 
4, 2017; Authorizing mayor to offer 
discounted golf/recreation fee and/
or complimentary rate for promotional 
purposes & that every discounted 
event be noted on council consent 
agenda for noti cation; Admin. Report 
for May 16, 2017; Adjournment.
Abbreviations: Eq, Equipment; Ex, 
Expense; Ma, Maintenance; Mi, 
Mileage; Misc, Miscellaneous; Re, 
Repairs; Sa, Salaries, Se, Services; 
Su, Supplies; Ut, Utilities, CI, Capital 
Improvements.
Advantage Cos., Se, 1,760.00; 
Amazon.Com, Su, 714.99; Ameritas 
Life Ins, Se, 6,169.76; Aqua-Chem, 
Su, 1,734.10; Awards Plus, Un, 64.00; 
Awards Unlimited, Misc, 54.00; Baker 
& Taylor, Su, 2,140.76; Baldinger C, 
Mi, 34.24; Bender Matthew & Co, 
Su, 245.70; Berens-Tate Consulting, 
Se, 6,000.00; Berner T, Refnd, 30.00; 
Bizco Tech., Se, 4,374.90; Black Hills 
Energy, Ut, 951.98; Blue Valley Pest, 
Bu, 75.00; Bogenrief J, Refnd, 30.00; 
Brase J/C, Refnd, 30.00; Brodart, Su, 
112.74; Butler Mach., Re, 100.24; 
Capital Bus.-Cheyenne, Ma, 105.00; 
Cash-Wa, Su, 149.15; City Library 
Petty Cash, Su, 126.72; City Merch. 
Serv, Fees, 3,010.91; City Payroll Acct, 
PR, 123,433.69; Collins J/C, Refnd, 
35.00; Commercial Turf, Se, 1,250.00; 
Commonwealth Electric, Re, 4,766.49; 
Consolidated Management, Meals, 
194.72; Consolidated Water, Re, 
1,119.67; Constellation Newenergy, 
Ut, 1,125.93; Cook C, Refnd, 30.00; 
Crete Legion Baseball, Fees, 200.00; 
Cross Creek Animal, Se, 60.00; 
Demco, Su, 156.47; Denton Baseball, 
Fees, 200.00; Diamond Vogel Paint, 
Su, 1,753.00; Dowding Pool, Season 
Cash, 400.00; Dugan Business Forms, 
Su, 529.28; Electronic Cont., Se, 
81.00; Erwin S, Refnd, 35.00; Farmers 
Coop, Su/Re, 6,035.13; Fast Mart, Su, 
6.90; Fastenal, Su/Re, 316.05; Galls, 
Uniforms, 122.39; Gerdes J, Mi/Meals/
Trng, 519.40; Goracke D/L, Refnd, 
35.00; Graybar, Inventory, 1,385.95; 
Grill, Meals, 48.93; H & S Plbg, Bu, 
83.50; Hach Co., Se, 2,716.18; Hain, 
D., Incentive, 200.00; Hamilton Eq., 
Su, 336.54; Helmink Printing, Su, 
88.81; Hobson Auto, Re, 216.95; 
Hotsy Eq., Ma, 122.35; Husker Elec., 
Su, 664.69; I-80 Pony League, Fees, 
20.00; Jackson Serv., Un, 33.92; 
Jorgensen A., Refnd, 30.00; King C, 
Refnd, 30.00; Kriz-Davis, Su, 298.47; 
Langner M, Refnd, 30.00; Languein 

C, Trng, 1,200.00; Larry’S Boiler, 
Re, 720.23; Last Mile Network, Se, 
90.00; Matheson Tri-Gas, Su, 108.70; 
Mattera S, Refnd, 45.05; Mattson 
Ricketts Law, Se, 4,500.00; Meier 
C, Refnd, 30.00; Memorial Health, 
Su, 428.00; Memorial Health-Drug, 
Se, 93.00; Merle’S Garden, Gu, 
75.92; Mid-American Benefits, Se, 
2,808.92; Midwest Auto, Re, 146.05; 
Midwest Labs, Se, 1,404.96; Midwest 
Turf, Re/Eq, 35,483.81; Miller G/M, 
Refnd, 30.00; Mohrhoff Power Eq., 
Re, 264.35; Monkey Wrench Cycles, 
Re, 361.00; Moore S, Refnd, 30.00; 
Municipal Supp., Re, 1,093.01; NADA 
Used Car Guide, Su, 115.00; NE 
Eq., Re, 101.48; NE Pub Power, Ut, 
409,020.79; NE Roads, Ma, 621.00; 
NE Sports, Su, 358.93; NE Treasurer, 
Fees, 78.08; Niemann’S Port-A-Pot, 
Se/Ma, 675.00; Nifco Mech., Se, 
150.00; OCLC, Su, 186.97; Office 
Depot, Su, 118.88; Olson J/S, Refnd, 
30.00; Olsson Assoc., Ma, 854.17; 
One Call Concepts, Se, 112.74; One 
Source Background, Se, 19.00; Opfer 
J/S, Refnd, 30.00; O’Reilly Auto, 
Bu, 4.90; Orscheln, Su/Re, 328.50; 
Overhead Door, Bu, 502.47; Pac ‘N’ 
Save Foods, Su/Meals, 5,329.99; 
Paper Tiger Shredding, Se, 30.00; 
Pfeil T, Refnd, 30.00; Pitney Bowes, 
Se, 105.00; Plains Eq., Re, 265.78; 
Precision Tool, Ma, 292.00; Rose Eq., 
Re, 1,379.85; Sam’S Club (Lib-Rec-
Pool), Bu, 61.15; Sam’S Club (Sen 
Center), Su, 164.77; Sanley R, Gu, 
19.50; Schmader Elec, Ci, 265,381.20; 
Sedlak, Keith, Releaf Prog., 300.00; 
Sew. Co. Clerk, Se, 16.00; Sew. 
Co. Independent, Ex, 670.31; Sew. 
Co Pub. Power, Ut, 1,698.55; Sew. 
Co. Treasurer, Se, 18,280.58; Sew. 
Lumber, Su/Re, 568.66; Sew. School 
Distr ict ,  Fines/Fees, 1,945.00; 
Shipley C/D, Refnd, 70.00; Siteone 
Landscape, Su, 171.00; SE Library 
Syst., Trng, 75.00; Sports Express, 
Su, 390.40; Steinmeyer Z, Refnd, 
30.00; Stephenson Truck, Re, 418.04; 
Sugden D/L, Refnd, 30.00; Suhr & 
Lichty Ins., Ins, 110.00; Treasures 
Mag., Su, 32.00; USA Bluebook, Eq, 
488.74; US Postal Serv., Se, 4,745.00; 
Vanwall Eq., Gu, 107.71; Verizon 
Wireless, Se, 173.06
Visa - Pinnacle Bank, 553.34:
Walmart, Su, 217.20, Dollar Tree, 
Su, 23.00; Pac N Save, Su, 40.99; 
Techsoup, Se, 29.00; NE Lib. Assn, 
Trng, 30.00; GotPrint.com, Se, 138.15; 
NADA App. Guides, Su, 75.00
Warren S, Refnd, 30.00; Wesco, 
Su, 3,293.44; Windstream Ne, Se, 
2,653.85; Woods & Aitken, Se, 
2,394.00; Zimco Supp., Gu, 312.00
Bonnie Otte,
Admin.Asst./Clerk-Treas.
Budget & HR Director
SCI — June 14, 2017

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS

Boards of Commissioner Meetings 
are held each Tuesday morning in the 
Seward County Courthouse at 9:00 
a.m., except for the  rst Tuesday of 
each month, meetings will be held 
at 8:30 a.m. Notice of each meeting 
is posted on the Courthouse bulletin 
board and on the Commissioner’s 
room door. The agenda for all meetings 
is kept continually current and is 
available for public inspection at the 
County Clerk’s Of ce during normal 
business hours. The agenda is held 
open until one business day prior to 
the meeting for appearance before 
the Board. The Board has the right to 
modify the agenda to include items 
of an emergency nature only at such 
public meeting.

JUNE CLAIMS ALLOWED
JUNE 27, 2017

The Seward County Board of 
Commissioners convened on June 6, 
2017 at 8:30 a.m.
Present: Chairman: Roger E. Glawatz
Members: John Culver, Whitney 
Fleischman, Eugene Gausman, Diana 
Garske
County Clerk: Sherry Schweitzer
Of cials were present for their monthly 
meeting with Commissioners.
Approved the minutes of May 30, 
2017.
Commissioners gave an update on 
their activities.
Accepted the Surplus Property 

Disposal Sheet from the Road Dept. 
presented by Georgia Stockley, 
Highway Supt.
Accept the County Clerk Fee Report 
for May 2017.
Commissioner Fleischman gave a 
Justice Center update.
Directed the Highway Supt. to perform 
an engineering study on railroad 
crossings with dual regulatory signs.
Dean Uhlenberg of Beckenhauer 
Construction and Rick Morton of 
Goldberg Group Architects were 
present to discuss Change Requests. 
No action taken.
Authorized Gary Petersen, Emergency 
Manager to sign 2 Grant documents.
Adjourned at 10:08 a.m.
Sherry Schweitzer, County Clerk
SCI — June 14, 2017
ZNEZ

HEARINGS
LEGAL NOTICE

IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF 
SEWARD COUNTY, NEBRASKA

Case Number CI-1761
IN RE NAME CHANGE OF Aiden 
Camryn Rodriguez Torres.
Notice is hereby given that on the 2nd 
day of June, 2017, a petition was  led 
in the District Court of Seward County, 
Nebraska, the object and prayer of 
which is to change a minor child’s or 
children’s name(s) from
Aiden Camryn Rodriguez Torres to 
Aiden Torres Delapaz.
A hearing will be had on said petition 
before the Honorable James C. 
Stecker, in Courtroom No. 1, 529 
Seward St., Seward, NE, on the 3rd 
day of July, 2017, at 9:00 a.m., or as 
soon thereafter as will be convenient 
for the Court and that unless suf cient 
cause is shown to the contrary, the 
minor child(ren)’s name(s) will be 
changed from that of Aiden Camryn 
Rodriguez Torres to Aiden Torres 
Delapaz.

Yesenia Delapaz
233 E. Roberts St.
Seward, NE 68434

712-291-6570
SCI — June 14, 21, 2017

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
FOR PLANNING COMMISSION

Notice is hereby given that the duly 
appointed Planning Commission of the 
Village of Utica, Nebraska, will hold a 
public meeting in the City Auditorium, 
466 1st Street, at 7:00pm on the 21st 
day of June 2017.
Said meeting has been requested 
to consider a grant application for 
CDBG funds for a sidewalk/street 
replacement project.
This notice is given in pursuance to 
and under the authority of Nebraska 
State Statutes.

Utica Planning Commission
Alan Koski, Chair

SCI — June 14, 2017
ZNEZ

ESTATES
NOTICE 

IN THE COUNTY COURT OF 
SEWARD COUNTY, NEBRASKA

Estate of Roger C. Luebbe, Deceased
Estate No. PR 17- 29
Notice is hereby given that on  June 9, 
2017, in the County Court of Seward 
County, Nebraska, the Registrar 
issued a written Statement of Informal 
Probate of the Will of said Decedent 
and that Joan C. Luebbe, whose 
address is 3691 Holdrege Road, 
Seward, NE 68434, was informally 
appointed by the Registrar as Personal 
Representative of the Estate.
Creditors of this Estate must  le their 
claims with this Court on or before 
August 14, 2017, or be forever barred.

/s/Sheila Beins
County Clerk Magistrate/Registrar

Courthouse — Room 301
529 Seward Street
Seward, NE 68434

Prepared and Submitted by:
Kurt F. Tjaden (Bar ID #17432)
Leigh M. Koehn (Bar ID #23420)
KOLEY JESSEN P.C., L.L.O.
1125 South 103 Street, Suite 800
Omaha, NE 68124
Telephone: (402) 390-9500
Fax: (402) 390-9005
Email:
Kurt.Tjaden@KoleyJessen.com
Leigh.Koehn@KoleyJessen.com
SCI — June 14, 21, 28, 2017
ZNEZ

MEETINGS
PUBLIC MEETING NOTICE
Seward County Ag. Society

Monday, June 19, 2017
7 p.m.

Ag. Pavilion
Seward County Fairgrounds

Michael J. Flyr
Secretary, Seward Co. Ag. Society

SCI — June 07, 14, 2017
ZNEZ

ORGANIZATIONS
NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION

of
C77 CATTLE COMPANY, LLC

Notice is hereby given that C77 
CATTLE COMPANY, LLC has been 
organized as a limited liability company 
under the Nebraska Limited Liability 
Company Act. The address of the 
registered of ce of the company is 
1641 Eastridge Ave., Seward, NE 
68434. The general nature of the 
business to be transacted by the 
company is any lawful business which 
may be carried on by limited liability 
companies organized under the 
Nebraska Limited Liability Company 
Act. The Company commenced 
on June 1, 2017, and shall have a 
perpetual duration. The affairs of the 
company are to be conducted by its 
members.
By:

Gregory C. Damman, #19030
BLEVENS & DAMMAN

129 N. 5th St.
P.O. Box 98

Seward, NE 68434
(402) 643-3639

C77 CATTLE COMPANY, LLC
SCI — June 14, 21, 28, 2017

Notice of Organization of
Hanseling Spraying, LLC

Notice is hereby given that Hanseling 
Spraying, LLC, a Nebraska Limited 
Liability Company, has been organized 
under the laws of the state of Nebraska, 
with its initial designated of ce at 2054 
Superior Road, Seward, Nebraska 
68434. The initial agent for service 
of process of the Company is Roger 
D. Hanseling, 2054 Superior Road, 
Seward, Nebraska 68434.

Hanseling Spraying, LLC
SCI — May 31, June 07, 14, 2017

NOTICE OF INCORPORATION OF
FAIR NEBRASKA

Registered Of ce: 1817 294th Road, 
Seward, Nebraska 68434
Registered Agent: Merlyn K. Nielsen
The corporation shall engage in 
any lawful business for which a 
corporation may be formed under the 
Nebraska Nonpro t Corporation Act. 
The corporation is a public benefit 
corporation.
The corporation will not have members.

Timothy L. Moll, Incorporator
1128 Lincoln Mall, Suite 300

Lincoln, Nebraska 68508
SCI — May 31, June 07, 14, 2017

NOTICE OF INCORPORATION OF
SEWARD CHANGING

THE GAME, INC.
Registered Of ce: 125 S. Sixth Street, 
Seward, Nebraska 68434 
Registered Agent: Timothy L. Moll
The corporation shall engage in 
any lawful business for which a 
corporation may be formed under the 
Nebraska Nonpro t Corporation Act. 
The corporation is a public benefit 
corporation.
The corporation will not have members.

Timothy L. Moll, Incorporator
125 S. Sixth Street

Seward, Nebraska 68434
SCI — May 31, June 07, 14, 2017

Notice of Organization of
AUTOM8_IT, LLC

Notice is hereby given that AUTOM8_
IT, LLC, a Nebraska Limited Liability 
Company, has been organized under 
the laws of the state of Nebraska, 
with its initial designated office at 
1378 182nd Road, Seward, Nebraska 
68434. The initial agent for service of 
process of the Company is Paul A. 
Hughes, 1378 182nd Road, Seward, 
Nebraska 68434.

AUTOM8_IT, LLC
SCI — May 31, June 07, 14, 2017

Notice of Organization of
Hanseling Trucking, LLC

Notice is hereby given that Hanseling 
Trucking, LLC, a Nebraska Limited 
Liability Company, has been organized 
under the laws of the state of Nebraska, 
with its initial designated of ce at 2054 
Superior Road, Seward, Nebraska 
68434. The initial agent for service 
of process of the Company is Roger 
D. Hanseling, 2054 Superior Road, 
Seward, Nebraska 68434.

Hanseling Trucking, LLC
SCI — May 31, June 07, 14, 2017

Notice of Organization of
Hanseling Farms, LLC

Notice is hereby given that Hanseling 
Brothers, a Nebraska domestic 
partnership has converted into 
Hanseling Farms, LLC, a Nebraska 
Limited Liability Company, which has 
been organized under the laws of 
the state of Nebraska, with its initial 
designated of ce at 2054 Superior 
Road, Seward, Nebraska 68434. The 
initial agent for service of process of the 
Company is Roger D. Hanseling, 2054 
Superior Road, Seward, Nebraska 
68434.

Hanseling Farms, LLC
SCI — May 31, June 07, 14, 2017

NOTICE OF INCORPORATION OF
Oswald Electric, Inc.

Registered Of ce: 2636 West Milford 
Road, Milford, Nebraska 68405
Registered Agent: Jonathan L. Oswald
The aggregate number of shares 
which the corporation shall have the 
authority to issue is 10,000 shares of 
common stock.

Timothy L. Moll, Incorporator
3 Landmark Centre

1128 Lincoln Mall, Suite 300
Lincoln, Nebraska 68508

SCI — May 31, June 07, 14, 2017
ZNEZ

SCI – June 14, 2017

CITY OF SEWARD NE
SEMI-ANNUAL STATEMENT

OF RECEIPTS & EXPENDITURES
IN ACCORDANCE WITH 16-722

JUNE 1, 2017
        DEPARTMENT RECEIPTS EXPENDITURES
UTILITY FUNDS:   
ELECTRIC $ 5,760,358.49 $ 6,850,152.46
WATER $ 1,105,380.71 $ 1,452,475.90
WWTW $ 920,608.52 $ 584,813.06
GENERAL FUND RECEIPTS: $ 4,691,503.65  
GENERAL FUND EXPENSES:   
CAPITAL PROJECTS   $ 0.00
LEGISLATIVE  $ 113,995.67
LEGAL  $ 43,262.75
POLICE  $ 781,294.69
POLICE EQUITABLE SHARING  $ 2,000.00
E911  $ 146,244.68
STREET  $ 611,726.90
STP FUNDS  $ 129,780.00
DEBT SERVICE  $ 478,986.57
RAIL CAMPUS   $ 22,981.45
CDBG PROJECTS  $ 454.24
BLDGS & GRDS (CITY HALL)  $ 16,918.27
CIVIC CENTER  $ 98,490.77
LIBRARY  $ 334,224.44
PUBLIC PROPERTIES  $ 194,857.82
NEW PARK DEVELOPMENT  $ 825.64
CEMETERY/NEW DEV  $ 130,379.15
GOLF COURSE  $ 265,307.29
GUTHMAN TRUST  $ 0.00
PERPETUAL CARE  $ 0.00
BLDGS & GRDS (OTHER)  $ 2,841.29
BUILDING INSPECTION  $ 92,118.13
FIRE  $ 80,865.30
FIRE EQUIP SINKING FUND  $ 53,601.00
TREE BOARD  $ 583.00
PLANNING COMMISSION  $ 21,571.62
DOWDING POOL  $ 41,259.26
CONCESSION STAND  $ 0.00
SWIMMING LESSONS  $ -314.65
RECREATION  $ 140,715.77
SENIOR CENTER  $ 83,320.25
SENIOR SHUTTLE  $ 1,511.77
RECYCLING  $ 16,248.91
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT  $ 401,311.83
TIF  $ 100,214.54
TOTAL GENERAL FUND $ 4,691,503.65 $ 4,407,578.35
   Bonnie Otte

                 Assistant Administrator/
Clerk-Treasurer

Budget & Human Resource Director
City of Seward, Nebraska
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— STAFF DIRECTORY —

 The Seward County Independent 

welcomes letters to the editor. L
etters 

should be 500 words or less and must 

be submitte
d before noon on Friday. 

Letters may be edited for content and 

should be free of  lib
elous statements. 

All le
tters must be signed and include 

a phone number to verify authentic-

ity.

Letters to  the Editor

Newspapers lack 

watchful news

 Grace Kelly once said, 

“News is something someone 

wants suppressed. Every-

thing else is advertising.” I 

am not against advertising, 

sports stories or the latest 

storm damage reports, but as 

we celebrate another Inde-

pendence Day, I 
am disap-

pointed at th
e lack of  “news” 

in Nebraska’s local newspa-

pers.

 Democracy depends on the 

watchfulness of  the citiz
ens, 

but our editors and reporters 

are the eyes and ears of  that 

watchfulness. Too often in 

recent years, questions about 

the actions of  our public of-

ficials have appeared every-

where but in
 our local news-

paper. S
chools in our county 

have hinted at reductions in 

important programs with a 

carefully worded lin
e in their 

board minutes, but no follow-

up article ever appeared in 

the paper. L
ater, w

hen those 

reductions took place, not 

a word of  it i
nformed the 

public in a story.

 When concerns were 

brought to
 our County Com-

missioners about in
adequate 

facilit
ies being provided for 

the Extension Offic
e, where 

was the following investiga-

tion that any summer intern 

could have handled? A very 

important employee has now 

left th
at offic

e just six weeks 

before the county fair. W
here 

is the reporting?

 Construction of  the bloat-

ed Justice Center has been 

a continuing folly. 
Where is 

the story of  how it b
ecame 

a gold-plated disaster for 

taxpayers and future county 

budgets? Where is even a 

single, simple summary in 

one place of  all th
e change 

orders approved since the 

first contract w
as signed?

 I realize I a
m picking 

on the free press when it i
s 

down. M
ost newspapers cling 

to life
 by their fin

gernails, 

surviving on a meager diet 

of  obituaries, legal notices, 

help wanted ads and depress-

ing job cuts. Human interest 

and sports stories provide 

nice fill
er, b

ut w
ithout th

e 

raw red meat of  reasonable 

questions and serious report-

ing, th
is once great citiz

ens’ 

watchdog will p
ass no fitn

ess 

tests for a healthy democracy.

 I’ve been reading Thomas 

Tibbles’ account of  Stand-

ing Bear’s persecution and 

trial in
 the 1880s. Tibbles 

was an editor for the Omaha 

Daily Herald at th
e tim

e. 

Without his intervention, th
e 

army would have returned 

Standing Bear to Oklahoma 

with his people to die of  

starvation and disease, as 

two-thirds of  his tribe had al-

ready done. In
stead, a proud, 

great people were fin
ally 

given their rights as citi-

zens. The threats to democ-

racy never cease. W
ithout a 

vigilant press, even in the 

counties of  Nebraska, th
e 

rights of  every citiz
en are 

diminished. James Luebbe

Beaver Crossing

 Editor’s Note: From 

when planning began on 

the Seward County Justice 

Center, th
e Seward County 

Independent has published 

approximately 65 articles that 

included information about 

change orders or requests as 

well a
s budget updates re-

garding the project. T
hat in

-

formation was included either 

under the headline “Seward 

County quick hits” or a 

headline related to updates 

about th
e justice center. A

 

comprehensive list of  change 

requests related to the project 

is included on this page.

 The SCI has included 

approximately 16 articles or 

updates with information on 

the Extension offic
e move.

Letter to 

the Editor

Money out of the contingency fund
 As the new Seward County 

Justice Center nears completion, 

here is a lis
t of  change requests 

to date that have been approved 

by the Seward County Board of  

Commissioners. This lis
t does not 

include Goldberg Group Archi-

techts’ change requests caused by 

engineering issues.

 The contin
gency fund for the 

Seward County Justice Center is 

included in the building’s guaran-

teed maximum price.

 The contin
gency fund started 

with
 $350,000. Since then, $154,644 

has been added back through 

change requests, and $271,027 has 

been removed.

 With
 those changes, th

e contin
-

gency fund is at $233,617.

Date approved 

     
  It

em 

Amount

Sept. 2
9, 2015 

      
  Elevator beam 

$2,844

Oct. 1
3, 2015 

      
  Security hardware 

$4,940

Feb. 16, 2016 

      
  Non-secure hardware 

$39,470

  

      
  M

inor changes 

$310

  

      
  Pre-action sprinkler changes 

$1,969

  

      
  Additio

nal hardware 

$2,772

Feb. 23, 2016 

      
  Kitchen changes 

$5,437

  

      
  Courtroom audio recording 

$3,186

  

      
  Cistern removal 

$421

March 8, 2016 

      
  Vapor barrier 

$6,466

  

      
  Floor transfer ducts, flo

or boxes 
$11,215

April 5
, 2016 

      
  Louver (shutter) color change 

$977

April 1
2, 2016 

      
  Concrete brick ledge 

$7,164

  

      
  Video visitation 

$2,799

  

      
  Roof  changes 

$691

April 1
9, 2016 

      
  Duct w

ork 

$17,814

April 2
6, 2016 

      
  South stair correction 

$1,202

May 3, 2016 

      
  Fire Marshal changes 

$15,972

  

      
  M

icrophone room 

$2,234

  

      
  Added intercoms 

$2,639

May 31, 2016 

      
  TV locations in the lobby 

$480

June 21, 2016 

      
  Ceilin

g in IT room 

$362

  

      
  CMU Bullnosing 

$1,736

July 12, 2016 

      
  Casework revisions 

$269

  

      
  Elevator vent 

$11,502

July 28, 2016 

      
  EPP3 transformer 

$6,445

  

      
  Electric breakers and feeders 

$441

Aug. 23, 2016 

      
  Elevator bulkhead 

$427

  

      
  Can lig

ht 

$681

  

      
  Thermostatic mixing valve 

$739

Sept. 1
3, 2016 

      
  Lightin

g fix
tures allowance 

$3,189

  

      
  Duress alarms 

$5,113

  

      
  Control damper 

$1,083

Oct. 4
, 2016 

      
  Cameras in jail 

$5,604

Oct. 1
1, 2016 

      
  W

indow glazing in holding cell 
$2,540

Oct. 1
8, 2016      

      
      

      
      

Duress alarms 

$5,365

Nov. 22, 2016 

      
  Camera in maintenance area 

$1,499

Dec. 13, 2016 

      
  Camera in video visitation 

$3,662

  

      
  UPS bypass 

$2,648

  

      
  Additio

nal W
iFi lo

cations 

$1,460

  

      
  Ventila

tion dress 

$874

  

      
  Vent height in

 tw
o jail p

ods 

$686

  

      
  Electrical - c

oolers and laundry 
$8,379

  

      
  Push button lock 

$1,034

  

      
  Fire pump wiring 

$394

  

      
  Bathroom fan tim

er 

$870

Dec. 20, 2016 

      
  Additio

nal phone outlets 

$1,982

Jan. 10, 2017 

      
  Added fir

e extin
guisher cabinets $467

  

      
  Added security cabinets 

$5,293

  

      
  Elevator lig

htin
g 

$1,180

  

      
  Carpet in

 lib
rary 

$1,538

  

      
  Lightin

g control in
 lib

rary 

$326

  

      
  Elevator flo

oring change 

$743

Jan. 24, 2017 

      
  Switches behind cells 

$1,864

Feb. 7, 2017 

      
  Fire alarm cages 

$492

  

      
  Salvage existin

g generator 

$5,394

  

      
  Change holding cell lo

cks 

$1,572

Feb. 14, 2017 

      
  Additio

nal dishwasher 

$9,412

  

      
  Additio

nal lo
ckers 

$2,735

Feb. 21, 2017 

      
  M

irrored film
 on viewing room 

$901

Feb. 28, 2017 

      
  Fire Marshal changes 

$14,414

March 7, 2017 

      
  Electrical changes 

$1,151

March 28, 2017 

      
  Relocate three security cameras 

$3,338

April 4
, 2017 

      
  Changes to pre-trial holding 

$4,789

May 16, 2017 

      
  Fire Marshal changes 

$15,087

June 27, 2017 

      
  Changes in booking 

$351

Total removed from contin
gency fu

nd: $271,027

Change requests m
ade on 

Seward County justic
e center

Money into the contingency fund

Date approved 

     
     

  It
em 

Amount

Sept. 1
, 2015 

      
      

  VE Ite
ms 

$111,332

March 8, 2016 

      
      

  Flooring allowance 

$24,878

March 15, 2016 

      
      

  Judge’s bench 

$302

  

      
      

  M
odifie

d roof  details 

$1,184

April 1
2, 2016 

      
      

  Elevator emergency power 
$213

April 2
6, 2016 

      
      

  M
ortar glaze change 

$2,357

  

      
      

  Delete room 230 

$533

June 21, 2016 

      
      

  Equipment paint 

$2,055

Aug. 23, 2016 

      
      

  Credit fr
om O’Keefe (elevators) $448

Dec. 13, 2016 

      
      

  Delete ceilin
g insulation 

$2,913

Dec. 20, 2016 

      
      

  Deduct ceilin
g 

$205

April 4
, 2017 

      
      

  Delete retaining wall 

$8,224

Total added to th
e contin

gency fu
nd: $154,644

by Amanda Woita

ama
nda

@se
war

dind
epe

nde
nt.c

om

 June 26 marked an im
portant 

day.

 It w
as the 20th 

anniversary of  the 

release of  Harry 

Potter and the Phi-

losopher’s Stone—

later released in 

the U.S. as Harry 

Potter and the Sor-

cerer’s Stone.

 These books are 

important to
 many 

people. Those who read them as 

children still
 gush over them as 

adults, 20 years later.

 I’m
 one of  those people.

 In elementary school, I 
wasn’t 

the best student. I 
was a hyperac-

tive daydreamer who, apparently, 

didn’t u
nderstand the meaning 

of  “no,” according to my kinder-

garten teacher.

 In second grade, I r
emember 

sitti
ng in my reading group, 

struggling through a chapter 

book and thinking “How does 

anyone know how to read? Does 

this get any easier?”

 My mom spoke with
 another 

parent w
hose child struggled 

with
 reading and was told about 

the Harry Potter books. M
y mom 

told my aunt about th
em and my 

aunt got m
e The Sorcerer’s Stone 

for Christmas.

 The fir
st chapter follows Har-

ry’s uncle, Vernon Dursley, th
e 

day following You-Know-Who’s 

disappearance before introduc-

ing some of  our magical heroes 

toward the end of  the chapter.

 But I n
ever made it t

hat fa
r. 

I th
ought th

is book was about a 

boy named Harry? Where was 

he? Where was the magic? I 

was too confused and the book 

remained closed for a few more 

months.

 But I l
ucked out.

 The summer before fourth 

grade, m
y mom sat w

ith
 me and 

we read the fir
st chapter togeth-

er. W
e sat on her bed and she’d 

answer my questions and help 

me understand what w
as going 

on. 

 By the end of  that chapter, I 

was able to read the rest of  the 

book by myself. A
nd the second 

book and the third book and the 

fourth book.

 Mom was hooked, to
o. W

e 

shared the books as they were 

released and had to be careful 

not to
 reveal any spoilers to each 

other.

 For example, when I w
as 

14, Harry Potter and the Half  

Blood Prince was released. I w
as 

power-reading the book in my 

room when a major character 

died. Around that tim
e, I h

eard 

Mom yell, “
Amanda! Dinner!” 

But I w
as too busy crying to 

come downstairs.

 So, m
y mom came to get m

e, 

took one look at m
y face and 

said, “Oh, no. Someone died.” I 

nodded and she let m
e have a few 

moments before coming to eat.

 There are many reasons why 

I’m
 thankful JK Rowling wrote 

the Harry Potter series. 

 To start, I 
always say Harry 

Potter taught m
e to read. Thanks 

to those books, by the tim
e I 

started fourth grade, I w
as read-

ing above grade level and grab-

bing any book I c
ould get m

y 

hands on. 

 I always hear the advice: to
 be 

a good writer, y
ou must also be a 

good reader. W
ith

out th
e Harry 

Potter books, I w
ouldn’t b

e 

where I a
m today—a job where 

I’m
 required to write.

 I am also thankful fo
r the 

memories those books helped 

create. The memories with
 my 

mom, th
e memories of  seeing 

the Harry Potter movies in 

theatres, th
e memories of  going 

to midnight book releases with
 

my friends. That’s not even go-

ing into the wonder, jo
y and, at 

tim
es, sadness I fe

lt w
hile read-

ing through the series and the at-

tachment I f
elt to

 the characters.

 Let’s be honest—I’m
 also 

thankful fo
r my mom, who 

cared enough to make me give 

the books a second chance and 

changed my life
 forever.

Harry Potter se
ries sti

ll 

magical 20 years la
ter

Amanda 

Woita

Rep
orte

r

 We’ve used several of  Elise Hempel’s poems in this column, and 

this one is from her latest book from Able Muse Press, Second Rain. 

To be a child, out fo
r a fast ride in a boat w

ith
 a father, w

ell, t
hat’s a 

fine tim
e. Elise Hempel liv

es in Illi
nois.

Outboard Motor

After my father unhooded it, 
lugged it d

own

the steep path to the boat and clamped it o
n,

drew back the cord again and again lik
e a pitch

about to
 be thrown, grimacing with

 each

whining refusal, a
nd muttered, fin

ally said

She doesn’t w
ant to

 start, a
fter it a

lways did,

and we shoved away from the pier, rowed out of  the dense

tangle of  weeds and lily
 pads, not once

did our restin
g oars uncross their feet,

not even as we entered the shallow inlet

between our lake and the next, ju
st purring through

the reeds in that narrow passage, over the billo
w

of  silt, 
the rocks, never gettin

g stuck before

we fle
w through the waves, his hand guiding the till

er.

 We do not accept unsolicited submissions. American Life in 

Poetry is made possible by The Poetry Foundation (w
ww.poetryfoun-

dation.org), p
ublisher of  Poetry magazine. It 

is also supported by 

the Department of  English at th
e University of  Nebraska-Lincoln. 

Poem copyright ©2016 by Elise Hempel, “Outboard Motor,” from 

Second Rain, (A
ble Muse Press, 2016). P

oem reprinted by permission 

of  Elise Hempel and the publisher. In
troduction copyright © 2017 

by The Poetry Foundation. The introduction’s author, T
ed Kooser, 

served as United States Poet Laureate Consultant in
 Poetry to the 

Library of  Congress from 2004-2006.

American Life in Poetry

First Amendment

 Congress shall m
ake no law 

respectin
g an establishment of  

religion or prohibitin
g the free 

exercise thereof; or abridging 

the freedom of  speech, or of  the 

press; or the right of  the people 

peaceably to assemble, and to 

petiti
on the Government for a 

redress of  grievances.
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by Gerald D. “Jerry” Meyer

Nebraska National Guard Museum

 Local National Guard avi-

ators will bring in a UH-60 

Blackhawk to the Nebraska 

National Guard Museum on 

Monday, June 12. Zach Hart-

mann and Derek Whisler 

will be part of  the crew for 

the event. The crew will 

be on hand to explain the 

workings of  the aircraft and 

provide a tour. They will also 

be participating in the “Pilot 

Talks” on aviation since 

World War I in the museum 

starting at 11 a.m. 

 The aircraft will land on 

the west side of  the museum 

and people are reminded 

to stay clear of  the aircraft 

until it has completely shut 

down and the crew has 

exited. The time on the flight 

request is around 8 a.m. for 

arrival and that will depend 

on weather conditions. 

 The Chautauqua Aviation 

Day is free to the public. 

COURTESY PHOTO

A UH-60 Blackhawk lands at the Nebraska National Guard Mu-

seum on July 4, 2016. Local aviators Zach Hartmann and Derek 

Whisler will bring in the Blackhawk on June 12 for Chautauqua 

Aviation Day at the museum. 

by Gerald D. “Jerry” Meyer

Nebraska National Guard Museum

 Gen. John Pershing is 

coming to Nebraska for the 

Chautauqua in June. 

 He will arrive in Seward 

on Tuesday, June 13, and will 

be staging at the Nebraska 

National Guard Museum.  

That evening the Rivoli The-

ater will be showing “Ser-

geant York” starring Gary 

Cooper at 7 p.m. with a meet 

and greet following.  

 The general will be avail-

able for a meet and greet at 

the kick-off  for the Chautau-

qua on Wednesday, June 14, 

at the Bandshell, starting 

at 5 p.m.  A meal is being 

provided by Seward Noon 

Kiwanis and assisted by 

Thrivent Financial.  He will 

be available until the Chau-

tauqua event starts (around 

6:30 p.m.).

 Pershing is the actor 

Dave Shuey.  He is a nation-

ally renowned re-enactor 

of  the general and has been 

featured at many events 

celebrating World War I.  

Shuey has won internation-

al acclaim for this represen-

tation of  the late general. 

He will bring his collection 

of  uniforms and saddle (we 

are getting him a horse to 

ride) and will be available 

for photo ops at the museum 

and at the donor locations.  

He lives in Newville, Penn-

sylvania.  

 The York family is travel-

ing the country and promot-

ing the legacy of  America’s 

most decorated World War 

I hero. York was memorial-

ized in the 1941 Gary Cooper 

movie of  the same name.  

The Sergeant York Patriotic 

Foundation is based in Pall 

Mall, Tennessee, and Cha-

tel Chehery, France.  It is a 

foundation based on service 

to others.  Unfortunately, 

Debbie York called and her 

father is ill and the tour is 

going to be cut short.  She is 

sending a video address to 

the Rivoli crowd on behalf  

of  the family before the 

movie.
 Other members who will 

be attending the showing are 

Susan Mennenga from the 

Pritzker Military Museum 

and Library in Chicago.  She 

will bring fellow members 

of  the National World War 

I Commission to attend 

the event and answer any 

questions patrons may have 

on the 100th anniversary of  

World War I.  

 Call the museum at (402) 

309-8763 for details.

COURTESY PHOTO

Dave Shuey will be portraying Gen. John Pershing at events June 

13 and 14 for the Chautauqua.

by Gerald D. “Jerry” Meyer

Nebraska National Guard Museum

 The Nebraska National 

Guard Museum will host a 

free showing of  “Sergeant 

York” (1941) starring Gary 

Cooper at the Rivoli on Tues-

day, June 13, at 7 p.m. 

 Julie and Chuck Wisehart 

will host the event along 

with the opportunity to 

meet Gen. John Pershing as 

portrayed by the actor Dave 

Shuey. Visitors to the Rivoli 

will have a chance to meet/

greet the general before and 

after the showing of  the 

World War I classic movie 

about America’s most deco-

rated hero of  the war – Sgt. 

Alvin C. York. 

 Born on Dec. 13, 1887, 

in Pall Mall, Tennessee, 

York was a blacksmith who 

was drafted into the army 

during World War I. While 

serving in the 82nd Infantry 

Division, he took command 

and captured a total of  132 

German soldiers. York was 

promoted to the rank of  

sergeant and received the 

Medal of  Honor. His heroic 

story was told in the film 

“Sergeant York” (1941). He 

died in 1964.

COURTESY PHOTO

The Nebraska National Guard Museum and the Rivoli will host a 

free showing of “Sergeant York,” the 1941 fi lm starring Gary Coo-

per, on Tuesday, June 13, as part of Chautauqua week in Seward. 

COURTESY PHOTO

Sgt. Alvin C. York was an Ameri-

can hero of World War I.

 Junior Lane Mongeon 

of  Pleasant Dale will 

be honored by Omaha 

Performing Arts for his 

outstanding role as Gomez 

Addams in Milford High 

School’s April production 

of  “The Addams Family.”

 This is the second year 

in a row Mongeon has 

caught the attention of  

the Nebraska High School 

Theatre Awards program, 

with last year’s honor for 

his leading role as Edward 

Bloom in “Big Fish.”

 The red carpet awards 

event is modeled after 

the Tony Awards and will 

feature performances by 

more than 350 students 

from 60 Nebraska schools. 

Awards will be given for 

outstanding productions, 

top ensembles and per-

formers and artistic excel-

lence behind the scenes. 

Lead roles and supporting 

actors will be recognized.

 Winners will receive 

their awards at the Ne-

braska High School 

Theatre Awards Showcase 

at 7:30 p.m. on Thursday, 

June 8, at the Holland 

Performing Arts Center in 

Omaha.

 Representatives from 

all participating schools 

will perform in the awards 

opening and closing 

numbers. All showcase 

performers will work with 

leading local musicians 

and a professional Broad-

way choreographer during 

the week leading up to the 

awards.
 Mongeon is one of  12 

lead actor finalists with 

the chance to participate 

in the Broadway League’s 

2017 National High School 

Musical Theatre Awards 

in New York in June. The 

finalists will perform a 

special number in the 

showcase, and the two win-

ners headed to New York 

will be announced that 

night.
 Tickets for the Show-

case are $10 general admis-

sion. To reserve tickets, 

contact the Ticket Omaha 

Box Office at (402) 345-0606 

or visit TicketOmaha.com.

FILE PHOTO

Milford High School junior 

Lane Mongeon is a fi nalist for 

a Nebraska High School The-

atre Awards program in New 

York for his role as Gomez Ad-

dams in “The Addams Family.”

Nebraska Chautauqua in Seward

Shuey to portray Gen. Pershing

Blackhawk to land near museum

Meet Pershing in Seward

Student honored for role

 Area residents are 

invited to attend three 

events in Seward Friday, 

June 16, as part of  NET’s 

“On the Road” trip.

 Morning activities 

will begin at 8 a.m. with 

a Town Talk at the Olde 

Glory Theatre, 348 Jack-

son Street. NET leader-

ship will welcome local 

residents for coffee and an 

informal discussion to get 

acquainted and learn more 

about the Seward commu-

nity.
 A live radio program 

will follow at 9 a.m. when 

NET’s “Friday LIVE” arts 

and entertainment show 

broadcasts from the Olde 

Glory Theatre.

 This weekly show 

includes interviews and 

live performances and 

will showcase local talent 

including singer/song-

writer Andrea von Kam-

pen, who is part of  the 

Flatwater Music Festival; 

Emily Bass, who is on the 

Nebraska Folk and Roots 

Festival line-up; and music 

from Dulces Voces.

 The program will also 

feature actors and present-

ers from Chautauqua, 

which will be in Seward 

that weekend; Kurt von 

Kampen from Concordia 

University, who will talk 

about the High School 

Summer Chamber Choir, 

made up of  students from 

a 40-mile radius around 

Seward, and its upcoming 

performances; and audi-

ence and listeners will 

hear about upcoming Olde 

Glory Theatre productions 

and much more.

 Residents can listen to 

“Friday LIVE” at 9 a.m. 

on 91.1 FM or via the NET 

Radio Nebraska App.

 NET’s PBS KIDS fam-

ily event is scheduled 

at 10 a.m. at the Seward 

Civic Center, 616 Brad-

ford Street. Families are 

invited to watch the new 

movie “Ocean Commo-

tion” from the PBS KIDS 

series “Nature Cat” and 

participate in crafty make-

and-take activities.

 All events are free and 

open to the public and no 

registration is necessary. 

For more information, 

visit netNebraska.org/on-

theroad.

NET “On the Road” to Seward

 Jill Martin, manag-

ing editor of  the Seward 

County Independent, 

Milford Times, Friend 

Sentinel and Wilber Re-

publican, won five awards 

at this year’s Nebraska 

Press Women Communi-

cations Contest.

 Martin’s awards 

included first-place in 

news story for newspa-

per (Downtown Seward 

Fire) and history articles 

(Old Farmhouse, New 

Beginning and Celebrat-

ing Long Life – Czech 

heritage); third place in 

newspaper page design 

(Daddy Daughter Date 

Night and Blue Angels) 

and photographer-writer 

(Blue Angels); and honor-

able mention in news or 

feature photo (Going in 

for a splash, Molly Marro-

quin).
 The awards were 

announced at the NPW 

spring conference April 

29 in North Platte.

 “It is an honor and 

a privilege to serve the 

Seward and Saline county 

communities in this 

role. I am proud of  these 

awards because they are a 

reflection of  the amazing 

people and communities 

I get to work with every 

day,” Martin said.

  First-place entries in 

60 categories advanced to 

the national level in the 

contest sponsored by the 

National Federation of  

Press Women. Results will 

be announced at NFPW’s 

annual convention in Sep-

tember in Birmingham, 

Alabama.

Jill Martin

Club preps cemetery for Memorial Day

COURTESY PHOTO

The Shooting Stars 4-H club met at the abandoned Mt. Carmel Cemetery that they have ad-

opted. In preparation for Memorial Day, the 4-Hers cleaned up the fl ower beds, washed the 

gravestones, put up crosses by each grave site and put up the fl ag. Mt. Carmel Cemetery is 

located on 154th Road, 1 1/2 miles north of Highway 34. Club members pictured are, from 

left: (front row) Hannah Roebke, Ada Metschke, Adalya Metschke and Kinslee Meyer; and 

(back row) Anna Hughes, Gracyn Burris, Sophia Ellis, J.J. Metschke, Nathan Roebke, Sydney 

Christensen, Hank Hughes, Abby Christensen and Julya Metschke. Not pictured are Gavin 

Hamling and Grace Hamling.

SCI editor wins  ve awards

From business cards

to letterhead, from 

invitations and 

thank yous to posters 

and brochures, 

you’ll fi nd all your 

printing needs at the

Seward Co. Independent.

Call 402-643-3676.

Call today to schedule a check on your 

Air Conditioning unit.

402-643-57
11 

dougshvacllc@gmail.com
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Hartmann Construction Company

Pictured above is the concrete recycling plant of Hartmann Construction Co., 

Seward, Nebraska. Located along Fletcher Road, west of County Road 238 (Matzke 

Highway), this plant is designed to crush demo pieces of concrete, asphalt and 

bricks, screen the crushed material and thus produce a usable aggregate product.

We welcome the public to bring broken pieces of concrete, asphalt and bricks, so 

long as they are relatively clean of dirt and other non-usable materials.

Big enough to serve you....Small enough to care!

63 years in the dirt!

For details, contact:
Hartmann Construction

Hartmann Construction ...... ...... 402-643-6435
402-643-6435

Andy Hartmann
Andy Hartmann ....................

 .................... 402-432-2168
402-432-2168

Jon Hartmann
Jon Hartmann .......................

 ....................... 402-641-0278
402-641-0278

Bill Hartmann
Bill Hartmann ........................

 ........................ 402-430-9919
402-430-9919

1255 - 238th Road • Seward, NE

SALES • RENTALS • SERVICE • SALT

SALES • RENTALS • SERVICE • SALT
402-826-3372

402-826-3372

Culliganofcrete.com

West Junction Hwys. 33 & 103 – Crete

West Junction Hwys. 33 & 103 – Crete

• Water Softeners & Filters

• Water Softeners & Filters
• Bottled Water
• Bottled Water • Reverse Osmosis Units

• Reverse Osmosis Units
• Service & Salt Delivery

• Service & Salt Delivery

• Nebraska Art for Your Home

• Nebraska Art for Your Home
• Nebraska Wine, Whiskey, Vodka & Craft Beer

• Nebraska Wine, Whiskey, Vodka & Craft Beer

• Call Us to Cater Libations

• Call Us to Cater Libations

• • • • •  •

Red Path Gallery& Tasting Room  514 Seward St.                     Seward, NE

redpathgallery.com     402-540-6929

• Retaining Walls• Paver Patios• Ponds &  Water Features• Landscape Design    & Installation• Landscape Lighting• Fertilizing & Weed   Management• Weekly Lawn Services
   for Wilber Area   Residents

402-826-7272www.steveslawnandlandscaping.com

 The Fourth of  July 
street vault competition 
drew vaulters of  all ages to 

Seward. Results are:Kids - girls
 Mya Zohner, Battle Creek, 7-10Kids - boys

 Jack Banker, Columbia, MO, 7-4; Sam Edmonds, 

Mead, NH; Josh Edmonds, Mead, NH; Morgan Collin-

gham, Beaver Crossing, NHMiddle school - girls

 Taryn Wagner, Central City, 8-10; Hannah Helmer, 

Seward, 7-4

Middle school - boys

 Wyatt Collingham, Beaver Crossing, 10-10; Cam-

eron Schrad, Seward, 9-10; Dane Conner, Seward, 6-4

High school - girls

 Josie Puelz, Lincoln, 12-0; Jacee Pfeifer, Holdrege, 

11-0; Jessica Gardner, Lincoln, 10-6; Jaidyn Garrett, 

Columbus, 10-6; Morgan Banker, Columbia, MO, 10-6; 

Haiden Loop, McCook, 10-0; Leigh Jahnke, Bancroft/

West Point, 10-0; Anna Baack, Seward, 9-6; Molly 

Greene, Moberly, 9-6; Erin Mapson, Lincoln, 9-6; Logan 

Banker, Columbia, MO, 9-6; Kylee Edmonds, Mead, 

9-6; Brynn Fuelberth, Lincoln, 9-0; Ashley Humlicek, 

Linwood, 8-6; Olivia Goss, Bellevue, 8-0; Anna Som-

merer, Seward, 8-0
High school - boys

 Chase Berry, Seward, 15-0; Logan Craig, Seward, 

15-0; Samuel Sisco, David City, 14-0; Zachary Zohner, 

Battle Creek, 14-0; Rocky Cauble, Lincoln, 14-0; Jake 

Freidel, Moberly, MO, 13-0; Dalton Berry, Seward, 13-0; 

Jake Goertzen, Lincoln, 12-0; Derek Elton, Columbus, 

11-0; Brent Miller, Omaha, 11-0; Ethan Vaughan, Au-

burn, CA, 10-6; Tyson Reisdorff , Seward, 10-0
College - women

 Abigail Collingham, Polk, 11-6; Tristen Mosier, 

Shickley, 10-6; Courtney Schindler, Norfolk, 10-6; PG 

Petersen, Omaha, 9-6
College - men

 Gavin DeHaai, Sioux Falls, SD, 15-0; Jordan Chelle, 

Neleigh, 12-6

Open - men

 Scott Greenman, Colvia, CA, 16-0; Nick Homan, 

Columbia, MO, 15-0; Josh Tonnegis, Las Vegas, NV, 

11-6; Carson Farr, Seward, NHElite/Open - women

 Brittany Kallenberger, Central Missouri, 13-1; Anna 

Megenhardt, Hastings, 11-7; Allison Brooks, Seward, 

11-7

Elite - men
 Scott Greenman, USF alumni, 16-7; Lucas Weich-

man, CUNE alumni, 16-1; Tyler Knight, Wichita alumni, 

16-1; Nick Homan, CMU alumni, NHMaster - men

 Scott Pierce, Tomah, WI, 14-0; Lyon Avila, Lincoln, 

14-0; Todd Burner, Seward, 12-0; Brad Millard, Omaha, 

11-6; Jon Banker, Columbia, MO, 11-6; Brad Freidel, 

Moberly, MO, 9-6; Rob Wolfe, Chicago, IL, NH

Pu l l e d  p o r k  s a n d w i c h e s  a l s o  a va i l a b l e

Friday, July 14 • 5–8 pm  $8/person$6 for kids 6–10 years 

 

243 S. 9th

VFW Post 4755
 Seward

Co l e S l a wCo l e S l a w
Ba k ed Bea n sBa k ed Bea n s

Fri e sFri e sD i n n e r R o l l

D i n n e r R o l l
(Pick 2 of the 3 sides)at the Dowding PoolThursday, July 23rd

7:00 - 8:30 p.m.
FREE ADMISSION 

DOOR PRIZES, SNOW CONES, GAMES FOR KIDS & ADULTS, 

A MONEY HUNT 

& MANY MORE SPLASHES OF FUN!!

Thursday, July 20th
6:00–8:00 p.m.

Seward Kiwanis ClubPOOLPARTY!
PARTY!

HOMEGROWN • HOMEMADE • HOME BAKED • HOME CRAFTED

HOMEGROWN • HOMEMADE • HOME BAKED • HOME CRAFTED

Wednesdays 5 -7  pm • Saturdays 8 am -  Noon

on the courthouse lawn

SEWARD FARMER’S MARKET

IF YOU WOULD LIKE
TO BE A VENDORPLEASE CALL402-641-4670

HAMBURGER FRY - JULY 12
Hosted by:Blue Valley Community Action

AVAILABLE NOW: SWEET CORN, farm fresh eggs, rhubarb, green onions, cucumbers, 

broccoli, beets, carrots, cabbage, kohlrabi, turnips, dill, caulifl ower, new potatoes, zuc-

chini, beans, raspberries.Check out local baked items: kolaches, pies, strudels, popcorn, jams & jellies, syrups, 

smoked jerky, slims and brats, veggie plants and succulents. Homemade soaps, lotions 

and bath bombs, pottery, homemade crafts and gifts.
SUPPORT LOCAL YOUTH ENTREPRENEURSHIP ON JULY 12

STEPHANIE CROSTON/SCI

Zach Zohner of Battle Creek prepares to vault during the annual 

Fourth of July pole vault competition.

PHOTO BY ANNA DUBAS/UNL INTERN/SCI

Mya Zohner, 12, of Battle Creek clears the bar in the 27th Annual 

Street Pole Vault Competition.Vaulters set high marks

Final look back at celebration

STEPHANIE CROSTON/SCI

Above: Three-on-three bas-

ketball teams took to Fourth 

Street for the annual July 4 

tournament.
PHOTO BY NATASYA ONG/UNL INTERN/SCI

Above left: The Best Decorated 

Bike Contest held at the band-

shell had participants coming 

in from Lincoln, Papillion, Utica 

and Colorado. 
PHOTO BY ADAM WARNER/UNL INTERN/SCI

Left: Dancers from the Capital 

City Dance Shack perform at 

the bandshell on the Fourth 

of July.

Find us on Facebook!

AT THESEWARD COUNTY FAIR
AUGUST 11, 2017Tickets: $25.00atatJones National Bank & Trust Co.

Cattle National Bank & Trust Co.
Union Bank & Trust Co.

AT THE

Also Appearing:“Forgotten Highway”and“Dylan Bloom Band”
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6th
Annual

SEWARD COUNTY FAIR

HOMEMADE

CONTEST

SEWARD COUNTY FAIR

Saturday, August 12th • Harvest Hall

Registration 11am-12:30pm • Contest starts at 1pm

Bring 2 pints of salsa

• 1st and 2nd place prizes in each category:

 Mild, Medium, Hot

• People’s Choice Award is voted by the fans

For information call Dan Pearson at 402-643-6428 

or email d.pearson57@hotmail.com

WWW.SEWARDCOUNTYFAIR.COM

DILL

CONTEST

Sat., August 12th • 3pm • Harvest Hall

Bring your best pickles & join the fun!

PRIZES AWARDED!

• Dill & Sweet Pickles  • Flavor/Taste/Aroma

• Crispness/Crunchiness  • Appearance

• Overall Best

For more information, contact Connie Wilken at 402-535-2829

Saturday, August 12

7:30 pm

Ag Pavilion

seward county fairgrounds

An of  cial event of the Seward County Fair

• Retaining Walls

• Paver Patios

• Ponds &
  Water Features

• Landscape Design  

  & Installation

• Landscape Lighting

• Fertilizing & Weed 

  Management

• Weekly Lawn Services

   for Wilber Area

   Residents
402-826

-7272

www.steveslawnandlandscaping.com

Seward Public Schools 

quick hits

by Amanda Woita

amanda@sewardinde
pendent.co

m

 During the Seward Public 

School Board’s July 10 meet-

ing, the board:

 • approved putting 8.8 

acres of  the middle school 

property up for bid, according 

to the meeting minutes. Su-

perintendent Dr. Josh Fields 

said July 17 that the school 

district is selling the land 

because it currently has to 

maintain it and Seward needs 

land to develop for homes. 

 Fields added that the dis-

trict will keep enough land in 

case it needs to expand in the 

future. 

 The land up for bids is 

located south of  the middle 

school, where Parkview Drive 

and Rainbow Avenue end, 

and to the west.

 • authorized Fields to move 

forward with the purchase 

of  a hot water heater for the 

middle school, according to 

the minutes.

 “Right now we don’t have 

any hot water at the middle 

school,” Fields said.

 Fields said the board 

authorized him to spend up 

to $23,097 to either purchase 

a new water heater or a re-

placement piece so the work 

can be done before school 

starts.
 He added that the bidding 

process would take too long.

 • accepted milk bids from 

Dean Foods for the 2017-2018 

school year, the minutes said. 

The minutes also state the 

board increased milk prices 

by five cents for the upcoming 

school year.

 • approved the transfer 

of  real estate with the East 

Butler School District.

 During the July 17 phone 

interview, Fields said there 

is a family in the East Butler 

School District who wanted 

their children to attend 

school in the Seward district, 

but was unable to option in.

 Fields said the family 

in the East Butler district 

found a family with similar 

property value in the Seward 

district. The two property 

owners agreed to switch dis-

tricts.
 The Seward School 

Board 
and 
the 
East 
Butler 
School 

Board 
have 
approved 

the trans-

fer. Fields 

said the 

state school 

board will 

most likely 

give final ap-

proval for the 

change dur-

ing its August 

meeting.

 This means the family 

originally in the East Butler 

School District will officially 

be in the Seward School Dis-

trict, where its children will 

be able to attend school, while 

the property owner originally 

in the Seward district will be 

in the East Butler District.

 Fields said this process 

is unusual and his predeces-

sor, Dr. Greg Barnes, hadn’t 

seen an exchange in his 10 

years with the Seward School 

District.

 “It’s always unique,” 

Fields said.

 • approved changing the 

August board meeting date. 

The school board typically 

meets the second Monday 

of  each month. The August 

2017 meeting will take place 

Tuesday, Aug. 15, instead.

by Amanda Woita

amanda@sewardinde
pendent.co

m

 During the Seward County 

Commissioners’ July 18 meet-

ing, the board:

 • assured the county and 

district court judges that 

required changes to the justice 

center will be made. County 

Court Judge C. Jo Petersen 

said the courts will 

move the 

week of  

Aug. 14. 

Read more 

about this 

topic on 

page 1A.

 • 
granted 

permis-

sion for 

Con-
cordia 
Uni-
ver-
sity to 
hold a 

“Carni-

val for Cans” 

on the court-

house lawn.

 Rehema Kavugha, director 

of  student life at CU, said the 

university is taking part in 

September’s Hunger Action 

Month and holding a series of  

events to collect food for food 

pantries. She said the event 

will run Sept. 15, from 6 to 8 

p.m. and cost of  admission 

will be two cans of  food per 

child.
 Kavugha said the carnival 

will have a bounce house, 

popcorn, sno-cones and yard 

games that will be run by CU 

students.

 • directed Detention Center 

Director Maria Hatfield to 

gather more information on 

medical needs in the Seward 

County Jail.

 Hatfield said the county 

currently has a contract 

with Advanced Correctional 

Healthcare for inmates’ medi-

cal needs. However, she added 

that the county’s needs are 

changing with more inmates 

and more mental health needs.

 Hatfield will look into hav-

ing a registered nurse for the 

jail, as well as using Tele-

health, which allows health 

care providers to meet with 

inmates through technology, 

instead of  face-to-face. She is 

also looking into having men-

tal health services for inmates.

 “That part is a necessity 

we can’t go without,” Hatfield 

said.
 • approved the relocation 

plans for the county assessor 

and treasurer’s offices. 

 After the courts move, the 

treasurer’s office will expand 

into the commissioners’ cur-

rent meeting area, the clerk’s 

office will expand into the 

current assessor’s office and 

the assessor’s office and the 

commissioners’ meeting room 

will move to the top floor.

 Quotes to move the asses-

sor and treasurer’s offices 

total $15,000.

 • approved a shoo fly for the 

Sunrise Road project, which is 

a temporary road that will go 

around construction, elimi-

nating the current detour.

 Highway Superintendent 

Georgia Stockley said the shoo 

fly will cost around $33,000 

and it will push back the time-

line to complete the project. 

 • approved a right of  way 

request for Wayne Reetz near 

336th and Branched Oak roads 

near Staplehurst.

 • heard from Seward Coun-

ty resident Fred Schluckebier 

about possibly cutting down 

trees in the county’s right of  

way near Tamora. Accord-

ing to the meeting’s minutes, 

Schluckebier would like the 

trees cut down, but Stockley 

said the area is a protected 

wetland and the Natural Re-

source Conservation Service 

would need to be contacted 

before the trees can be cut 

down.

Seward County quick hits

by Amanda Woita

amanda@sewardinde
pendent.co

m

 During the Seward City Council’s July 18 meeting, the 

board:

  • approved a conditional use permit for mixed use 

occupancy with retail services. This means Greg and 

Michelle Mueller, owners of  Cornerstone Interiors and 

Design, can live in the business’ building. According to 

the Planning Commission Report from July 17, the city 

changed the Unified Land Development code in 2010 to al-

low this mixed use, but forgot to have the Muellers apply 

for the proper conditional use permit in 2011. The con-

ditional use permit will run with the land, meaning any 

new owners will also be able to live in the building.

  • approved an ordinance to vacate the north-south 

alley south of  East Bradford Street and Locust Avenue. 

Landowner Mark Anschutz asked the city to vacate the 

alley because he plans to build a home on the property.

 • approved the preliminary and final plat for the 

Seward Rail Campus Highway Addition.

 During the council’s May 2 meeting, Mayor Josh Eick-

meier said the city will develop lots on the rail campus to 

sell them. Then, money made from the sales will be used 

to improve access into the rail campus.

 • approved an amendment to the Unified Land Develop-

ment Ordinance, which increases the city’s maximum 

building height from 50 to 60 feet. 

 Eickmeier said the city has been in contact with land 

developers for the rail campus, who have asked if  the 

building height could be increased.

 • approved a special designated liquor license for the 

Dead Zone in Beaver Crossing to serve alcohol at Harvest 

Hall for a Sept. 3 event.

 • acknowledged receipt of  the Airport Authority’s levy 

request. The airport requested $105,800 for its general 

fund for the 2018-2017 fiscal year, and $55,000 for its bond 

fund.
 • authorized the sale of  property on North Columbia 

Ave. near the north cemetery to Gerald and Beverly Ow-

ens.
 • approved a lease agreement with Maverick Group for 

the Seward Community Golf  Course Clubhouse. Eickmei-

er said this lease agreement will run through the terms 

of  Maverick Group’s liquor license. 

Seward City Council quick hits

EMILY HEMPHILL/SCI

The sidewalk along the north side of First Street in Utica is lit-

erally coming apart at the seams. The walkway has been fi lled 

and patched over the years, but cracks and uneven slabs pose 

a safety risk for walkers. The village has applied for a $250,000 

Community Development Block Grant through the Nebraska 

Department of Economic Development to cover the cost of 

repaving the sidewalk.

(continued from page 1A)

the sidewalk running east and west along First Street be-

tween D and E streets. The walkway runs in front of  the 

village office and auditorium and two restaurants, along 

with several other storefronts.

 “It’s pulling away from the side of  the buildings. It’s 

very uneven and makes for a dangerous situation,” vil-

lage clerk Becky Sandman said July 19. “It’s so flat and 

(water) doesn’t drain away. In the winter, it’s just an ice 

rink out there.”

 In addition to the sidewalk, part of  the street would 

be torn up and re-poured to help fix the drainage issues. 

That street also has an unusually high, squared-off  curb, 

which makes it difficult for some people to step up or 

down. The curb would be reduced as part of  the project.

 Community Development Block Grants are provided 

by the Department of  Economic Development. Utica 

could qualify for the grant in several different areas.

 “We qualify because 52.8 percent (of  residents) are low 

to moderate income. It also satisfies the ADA stipulation, 

and it would be a health and safety issue, so we’re going 

to knock out quite a few of  the eligibility requirements,” 

Sandman said.

 She said the main street district is included in a 

blighted area, which further qualifies it for grant dollars.

 The deadline to submit the application is July 31, and 

Sandman said it will take up to six weeks to hear if  the 

village is approved for the grant.

 The grant carries a maximum request of  $250,000 and 

a minimum requirement of  a 25 percent match with the 

applicant’s own funds.

 Sandman said the village is requesting $225,000 with a 

35 percent match.

 Broken down, that means the village will pay $78,750, 

and the grant will cover $146,250.

 “We’re hoping to get a few more points by offering 

more of  our own money,” Sandman said.

 That portion was gained through fundraising, and 

some is being taken from the village’s LB840 account, 

which is made up of  sales tax revenue.

 “The village applied for funds like any other business 

could,” Sandman said.

 The $250,000 cost of  the project is based on preliminary 

estimates from the village’s engineering firm, Olsson As-

sociates of  Lincoln.

 The project has not yet been engineered, and the vil-

lage hopes to begin construction on the project in spring 

2018.

Utica

Find us on Facebook!

HAMBURGER FRYBlue River Pet Rescue

is hosting the

Wed., July 26 • 4 pm–7pm

during the Farmer’s Market in 

front of Cattle National Bank

If you are interested in volunteering for 

the Pet Rescue, please call

Kris Beckler @ 402-641-2960

533 Main • Seward

402-643-6195 

PG-13     2 hrs 15 mins

FINAL SHOWINGS:  Wed., July 26 & Thurs., July 27

War for the Planet of the Apes - 7:00 p.m.

Spider-man: Homecoming - 8:20 p.m.

COMING SOON:  

Dunkirk - The Big Sick - Baby Driver - The Beguiled - 

The Dark Tower - Atomic Blonde - The Glass Castle - 

Nut Job 2 - All Saints - Logan Lucky - reprises of 

Cars 3 and Despicable Me 3 - more!

July 26–August 3

Wed., Thurs., 6:00 p.m.

Fri., 7:50 p.m. 
Sat., Sun., 3:15 p.m. & 7:50 p.m.

Mon., 7:50 p.m. 
Tues., 2:30 p.m. & 7:50 p.m.

Wed., Thurs., 7:50 p.m.

All 7:50 p.m. showings are in 3D

NOW AVAILABLE - NEW SUPPLY

Rivoli T-shirts - Same Design and color

Sizes X-Small to 3X-Large

$14.00 (includes tax)

Fri., 6:00 p.m.
Sat., Sun., 3:00 p.m. & 6:00 p.m.

Mon., 6:00 p.m.
Tues., 2:00 p.m. & 6:00 p.m.

Wed., Thurs., 6:00 p.m.

July 28–August 3

PG
1 hr 31 mins

PG-13
1 hr 56 mins

July 28–August 3

Fri., Sat., Sun., Mon., Tues., Wed., 

Thurs., 6:30 p.m.

MEGAN
LEAVEY

Megan Leavey is based on the true life story of a 

young corporal whose unique discipline and bond with 

her military combat dog saved many lives during their 

deployment in Iraq.

1
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www.
davis

sonfu
rnitur

e.com

Davisson
402-643-3777  Furniture Center

The M
agic S

tarts H
ere!

2767 Progressive

2767 Progressive

(South Hwy 15)

(South Hwy 15)

Seward, NE 68434

Seward, NE 68434

Like us on

Facebook

          OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK     
     

KitchenAid Professional

KitchenAid Professional

600 Series Bowl-Lift

600 Series Bowl-Lift

Stand Mixer Flour Power

Stand Mixer Flour PowerTMTM 14 Cup 14 Cup
HOT TIMES! HOT PRICES!

The Cooling Entertainer

• Three Fan Speeds

• Oscillating and Tilt Fan

• 20" Fan Blade

• Anion Ionizer

• Sleep Mode

• Mosquito Repellent 

           
   (outdoor use)

• Cooling Mist

• Aromatherapy Dispenser 

          (
just add scented oil)

• Remote Control

• Wheels

• Built-in Speakers

• Bluetooth Compatible

T

 

CZ500

Dehu
midi

fiers

• Improves Home Environment

• Eff ortless Automatic Shut Off 

• Eff ortless Clean Filter

• Energy Star Certifi ed

• Eff ortless Continuous Drain Option

6 Models in Stock

Starting at $149.95!

• Flour Power Index

• Soft Start Mixing Feature

• Electronic Speed Sensor

• Commercial Style Motor

   Protection & Locked

   Rotor System

• Accessories

• Direct-Drive All-Steel

   Gear Transmission

• 6-Qt. Stainless Steel Bowl

• 67-Point Plantar Mixing Action

• Metal Construction

i
i

Li

PowerLift Recliners

for Every Body

For more in
formation contact Su

e Singleton
 402-6

43-340
0

seward.unl.edu

SPECIAL
 GRAND

 PRIZES
 

SPONSO
RED BY

Bottle R
ocket B

rewery

Red Pat
h Galler

y & Tas
ting Roo

m

Orscheln
’s

Rumery Law
n & Lan

dscape, 
LLC

Kellen M
eyer & 

John He
ath

OPEN CLASS
OPEN CLASS

REGISTRATION

REGISTRATION

Tues., Aug. 8

6-8pm

All items except rabbits & poultry

Wed., Aug. 9

8-8:30am

Produce and cut fl owers only

Wed., Aug. 9

4-8pm

Rabbits & poultry to small barn animal

CHECK OUT:

Aug. 13 • 3:30-4:30pm

West Hwy 33 - Crete • 402-826-2021

Mahlon & Carol Kohl, Owners

Lean Ground Beef – $4.09/lb. or 25 lbs. for $99

Choice Sirloin Steak – $6.49/lb.

Homecured bacon, all varieties – $4.79/lb.

Jaternice (homemade) – $4.19/lb.

Ring Bologna – $4.49/lb.

Prices e  ective through 8/5/17

        Take a

at these specials!POLKA

HOMEGROWN • HOMEMADE • HOME BAKED • HOME CRAFTED

HOMEGROWN • HOMEMADE • HOME BAKED • HOME CRAFTED

Wednesdays 5 -7  pm • Saturdays 8 am -  Noon

on the courthouse lawnSEWARD FARMER’S MARKET

IF YOU WOULD LIKE
TO BE A VENDOR

PLEASE CALL
402-641-4670

HAMBURGER FRY - AUGUST 2

Hosted by:

NE Youth Honor Choir

AVAILABLE NOW: SWEET CORN, tomatoes, peppers, egglants, farm fresh eggs, rhubarb, 

onions, cucumbers, broccoli, beets, carrots, cabbage, kohlrabi, turnips, dill, caulifl ower, 

new potatoes, zucchini, beans, raspberries, blackberries.

Check out local baked items: kolaches, pies, strudels, popcorn, jams & jellies, syrups, 

smoked jerky, slims and brats, veggie plants and succulents. Homemade soaps, lotions 

and bath bombs, pottery, homemade crafts and gifts.

COMING SOON: watermelon and melons

SALES • RENTALS • SERVICE • SALT

SALES • RENTALS • SERVICE • SALT

402-8
26-33

72

402-8
26-33

72

Culliganofcrete.comWest Junction Hwys. 33 & 103 – Crete

West Junction Hwys. 33 & 103 – Crete

• Water Softeners & Filters

• Water Softeners & Filters

• Bottled Water
• Bottled Water

• Reverse Osmosis Units

• Reverse Osmosis Units

• Service & Salt Delivery

• Service & Salt Delivery

• Retaining Walls

• Paver Patios

• Ponds &
  Water Features

• Landscape Design  

  & Installation

• Landscape Lighting

• Fertilizing & Weed 

  Management

• Weekly Lawn Services

   for Wilber Area

   Residents

402-8
26-72

72

www.steveslawnandlandscaping.com

• Nebraska Art for Your Home

• Nebraska Art for Your Home

• Nebraska Wine, Whiskey, Vodka & Craft Beer

• Nebraska Wine, Whiskey, Vodka & Craft Beer

• Call Us to Cater Libations

• Call Us to Cater Libations

• • • • •  •

Red Path Gallery

& Tasting Room

  514 Seward St.         
           

 Seward, NE

redpathgallery.com     402-540-6929

NOT
ICE

Fall SCKC Dog Obedience 

Classes (1st Session)

start Monday, August 14

at 4-H Center, Seward. 

See next week’s paper for complete details.

COURTESY PHOTO

The Seward High School class of 1957 met at the Roger Lindner home for its 60th class reunion July 1. Pictured are, from left: (front 

row) Shirley (Hunzeker) Zink, Janice (Bolte) Buchholz, Mary Lou (Wood) Wiruth, Sandi (Moore) Rocker, Jeanette (Bentzinger) Strauch, 

Sandie (Schnubeck) Parsons, JoAnn (Policky) Bunde, Marilyn (Imig) Hagemoser, Ruth (Hentzen) Neil and Dean Gade; (second row) 

Harvey Mueller, Wayne Schulz, Richard Chloupek, Sharon (Reiling) Walton, Joyce (Werth) Lehrmann, Beverly (Peterson) Ingraham 

and Ray Pollak; and (back row) Roger Duerr, Bob Pollak, Kenneth Anderson, Wayne Hagemoser, Roger Lindner, Harvey Heastan, 

Tom Zavodny, John Schaepf and Richard Hentzen.

COURTESY PHOTO

The Seward High School class of 1962 gathered July 3 at the VFW in Seward. Pictured are, from left: (front row) Donna Lavicky 

Richtsmeier, Betty Beckman Meyer, Thomas Schlueter, Donna Erks Stevens, Karen Navratil Dolezal, Betty Vrbsky Jisa, Judy Jacobsen 

Krenk and Marsha Lester Howlett; (second row) Ken Schmeiding, Geraldine Koranda Sleight, Gary Chipman, Jerry Reynolds, Fran 

Swanson Lyon, Patsy Luebbe Bender, Sandy Struthers Hain, Sheryl Soukup Thomsen and Rolene Brinkmeyer Stillahn; and (back 

row) Charles Hentzen, JoAnn Klintworth Sieck, Dean Hackbart, Michael Demuth, Roger Lyon, Ernie Polak, Peggy Peterson Rohren, 

Marie Stoupa Dvorak and Vicki Foster Langdon.

Reunions chances for classes to reunite

First day of school = Aug. 16

AMANDA WOITA/SCI

Seward County Court Clerk Magistrate Sheila Beins (left) was 

awarded a certifi cate July 31 for her 35 years of service. She is 

pictured with County Court Judge C. Jo Petersen.

Clerk magistrate

honored for 35 years

 In Nebraska, people are 

still concerned about West 

Nile, a disease people can 

get from mosquito bites.

 West Nile virus is spread 

through the bite of  a mos-

quito that has picked up 

the virus by feeding on an 

infected bird. In turn, the 

mosquito can pass the virus 

to humans. 

 Four Corners wants ev-

eryone to remember to take 

steps to protect themselves 

from mosquito bites.

 To fight the bite:

 • Use mosquito repellent 

containing DEET, picaridin, 

oil of  lemon eucalyptus or 

IR3535.

 • Remove mosquito breed-

ing sites, such as standing 

water in garbage cans, gut-

ters, ditches, wading pools, 

tires, flowerpots or similar 

water-holding containers. 

Change water in bird baths 

on a regular basis.

 • Add larvicides (in the 

form of  pellets or donuts to 

kill mosquito larvae) which 

can be purchased at most 

hardware, farm or garden-

ing centers, to animal drink-

ing troughs, water gardens, 

ornamental fountains, 

ditches and ponds.

 • Avoid outdoor activi-

ties at dusk and dawn when 

mosquitoes are most active.

 • Wear long-sleeved shirts, 

pants, shoes and socks.

 • Ensure that window and 

door screens are in good 

repair. 

 Four Corners will con-

tinue to test mosquito pools 

and take reports of  all spe-

cies of  dead birds. 

 If  you have questions 

about West Nile virus, call 

the Four Corners Health De-

partment at (402) 362-2621 or 

toll free (877) 337-3573 or by 

e-mail at info@fourcorners.

ne.gov.

West Nile virus 

still concern

Find us on Facebook!
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TM

We Deliver
We accept Visa, Mastercard & Discover

11a.m.–2p.m. • 5p.m.–close
122 N. 5th • Seward, NE

402-643-4524

Monday and Tuesday

Not valid with any other offer or coupons.
Valid only at participating
locations. Expires in 30 days.

TM

Not valid with any other offer or coupons.
Valid only at participating
locations. Expires in 30 days.

Not valid with any other offer or coupons.
Valid only at participating
locations. Expires in 30 days.

Not valid with any other offer or coupons.
Valid only at participating
locations. Expires in 30 days.

Not valid with any other offer or coupons.
Valid only at participating
locations. Expires in 30 days.

Not valid with any other offer or coupons.
Valid only at participating
locations. Expires in 30 days.

Medium 1-Topper
with Breadsticks

Now offering cream 
cheese and stuffed 
crust (mozza-loaded)

$999

$100

Not valid with any other offer or coupons.
Valid only at participating
locations. Expires in 30 days.

TM

TM

TM

TM

TM

TM

TM

Lunch Buffet
M–F  11a.m.–1:30p.m.
Sunday 11 a.m.–2:00 p.m.

$799

Feast Special
(1) specialty pizza
(1) 1-topper pizza
Breadsticks / cinnamon sticks

 Larges Mediums 
 $33.99 $25.99

Large
2-Topping Pizza 
and 10 Wings

$1799

Any Jumbo Pizza 
up to a specialty
Up to 4 toppings or a specialty

$2099

Large up to
3-Toppings

$1399

Seniors $6.99
Sundays Only

Just

more

SOMETIMES 
NEED A 
BOOSTER!

Sign up today for our Vitamin Club for Kids and 
get a 30-ct. bottle of Leader® Zoo Friends Gummies 

Children’s Multivitamins for every child in your family!

Pac ‘N’ Save Pharmacy
1519 West Hwy 34, Seward • 402-643-2918 • pacnsaverx.com

View the

at the
Seward Co. Historical Society!

We’re pleased to offer you a site to watch the 
eclipse on Monday, August 21 from 12–4 p.m.

with totality beginning at 1 p.m.

Glasses will be available for $1.00!
Free admission (donations suggested)!

Air conditioning in the museum!
Located at the SCHS Museum

364th Rd. • Goehner, NE
Call us at 402-523-4055 with questions.

Check out our Facebook page and event for more information:
facebook.com/sewardcountymuseum

Authorized Retailer

402-759-3156
2243 R ST. • GENEVA, NE 68361

WWW.CERTIFIEDTRUCKREPAIR.COM

CERTIFIED
TRUCK & TRAILER REPAIR INC.

“Complete Truck & Trailer Repairs,
WE DO IT ALL!”

Authorized Dealer

VFW Club's
10 oz.10 oz.

 Prime Rib Dinner
Friday, Aug. 18
5:00-8:00 p.m. or until gone

Always open
to the public.

  243 S. 9th243 S. 9thVFW Post 4755VFW Post 4755   SewardSeward

d A
Baked potato, salad & rollBaked potato, salad & roll

Reservations accepted and appreciated.Reservations accepted and appreciated.
Call 402-380-5023 or 402-643-6038. Take-out available.Call 402-380-5023 or 402-643-6038. Take-out available.

 $19.00 total  (includes tax)

 Seward Public Schools 
welcomed nine new teach-
ers and a new curriculum 
coordinator for the 2017-18 
school year.

Amanda Clouse
 Position: third grade
 Previous experience: 
Friend Public Schools, 4 
years
 Originally from: Hen-
derson
 Family: husband Jake
 Hobbies: baking, cook-
ing, kayaking

Erin Collings
 Position: instructional 
specialist
 Previous experience: 13 
years with Lincoln Public 
Schools, 10 as a special edu-
cation teacher and three as 
an instructional specialist
 Originally from: Fair-
port, New York
 Family: husband Grant, 
kids Drew, 11, Lexi, 8, and 
Jack, 8 months
 Hobbies: traveling, at-
tending her kids’ sports

Madelyn DeSimone
 Position: fourth grade
 Previous experience: 
one year teaching seventh-
grade science and social 
studies
 Originally from: Bet-
tendorf, Iowa

 Family: husband David
 Hobbies: being outside, 
tennis, traveling

Matt Dominy
 Position: director of  cur-
riculum and staff  develop-
ment
 Previous experience: 
fourth grade teacher and 
elementary principal in Ari-
zona; elementary principal, 
Millard Public Schools and 
Lincoln Public Schools
 Originally from: He-
bron
 Family: wife Jessica, 
daughters Madison, 13, and 
Kennedy, 8
 Hobbies: fishing, hunt-
ing and reading biographies

Jen Frihauf
 Position: early child-
hood
 Previous experience: 
eight years in North Caro-
lina, Kansas, Illinois and 
Beatrice
 Originally from: 
Hemingford
 Family: husband John, 
children Lauren, Emma, 
Jake and Hannah
 Hobbies: gardening, 
reading, watching her kids’ 
activities

Jeff  Hass
 Position: industrial tech-
nology

 Extracurricular ac-
tivities: assistant football, 
assistant track
 Previous experience: 
Milford High School, 9 years
 Originally from: 
Bridgeport
 Family: wife DeAnne, 
kids Tresten, 10, Tayla, 7, 
Annya, 5
 Hobbies: watching col-
lege football, fishing, hunt-
ing, playing with his kids

Nate Knott
 Position: art teacher
 Previous experience: 
non-profit art studio in 
Pennsylvania; long-term 
sub for SHS art last year
 Originally from: Arthur
 Family: wife Mindy, sons 
Kalen, 12, Edison, 10, and 
Jace, 6
 Hobbies: pottery, cook-
ing, bird watching, garden-
ing

Beth Seegebarth
 Position: special educa-
tion
 Extracurricular ac-
tivities: reserve volleyball 
coach
 Previous experience: 
one year at Lincoln Public 
Schools
 Originally from: Au-
burn
 Family: husband Matt, 
kids Nixon, 12, and Dylin, 4

Hobbies: being with fam-
ily

Lori Todd
Position: family and 

consumer science, middle 
school

Extracurricular activi-
ties: TeamMates coordina-
tor, After-School Club at 
elementary for two years

Previous experience: 
part-time second grade, 
Hastings and Seward

Originally from: 
Colorado Springs, Colorado; 
moved to Nebraska in col-
lege

Family: husband Lance, 
kids Shelby, Audrey and 
Tanner

Hobbies: baking, crafts, 
gardening, visiting the 
mountains

Vance Winter
Position: health/physi-

cal education, middle school 
and high school

Extracurricular activi-
ties: football, girls’ basket-
ball

Previous experience: 
Concordia University

Originally from: Miller, 
South Dakota

Family: wife Tanya, kids 
Jackson, 9, Clara, 7, Jesse, 1

Hobbies: fishing and 
outdoors

STEPHANIE CROSTON/SCI

New teachers at Seward Public Schools are, from left: (fi rst row) Nate Knott, Jennifer Frihauf, Erin Collings, Madelyn DeSimone and 
Lori Todd; and (back row) Matt Dominy, Vance Winter, Jeff  Hass, Amanda Clouse and Beth Seegebarth.

Teachers new to local schools for 2017-18
Seward Public Schools

AMANDA WOITA/SCI

Centennial Public Schools is welcoming three new teachers this 
school year. They are, from left: Rebecca Vossler, Audrey Miller 
and Abigail Smith.

Centennial Public Schools

 Centennial Public 
Schools welcomed three 
new teachers for the 2017-18 
school year, which began 
Aug. 16.

Rebecca Vossler
 Position: science teach-
er, biology
 Extracurricular activi-
ties: co-sponsor for student 
council and quiz bowl
 Previous experience: 
one year at Doniphan-
Trumbull
 Originally from: Mil-
ligan
 Family: one sister and 
brother-in-law, a five-month-
old nephew and parents, 
who reside in Milligan
 Hobbies: watching mov-
ies, playing sand volleyball 
and reading

Audrey Miller
 Position: language arts, 
grades six through eight
 Extracurricular activi-
ties: junior high volleyball
 Previous experience: 

six years at Bennington 
Junior High School
 Originally from: Madi-
son
 Family: parents Mark 
and Sue Miller, sister and 
brother-in-law Erin and 
Anthony Vogel and sister 
Jenna Miller
 Hobbies: reading, travel-
ing, Husker volleyball, 
spending time with family 
and friends

Abigail Smith
 Position: family and 
consumer science
 Extracurricular activi-
ties: FCCLA sponsor and 
assistant softball coach
 Previous experience: 
student taught at Omaha 
South High School
 Originally from: Louis-
ville
 Family: parents Pat and 
Shelly and two brothers, 
Logan and Colby
 Hobbies: watching 
Husker football and spend-
ing time with family

AMANDA WOITA/SCI

St. Paul Lutheran School in 
Utica is welcoming Kassidy 
Klingsporn as a new teacher.

Kassidy Klingsporn
 Position: kindergarten 
and fifth- through eighth-
grade choir
 Previous experience: 
Kearney-Zion Lutheran 
School for two years
 Originally from: Seward
 Family: husband Rob-
ert Klingsporn, parents 
Rob and Dana Kesselring 
and Jeff  and Kim Rixstine, 
sister and brother-in-law 
Raesha and Eric, brother 
and sister-in-law Riggin and 
Emma and brother Parx
 Hobbies: traveling, 
singing, dance, reading and 
going to concerts

St. Paul Lutheran School

Welcome back
to school, teachers 

and students!

Find us on Facebook!

First Day of School

The  rst day of school will be held on Wednesday, August 16th, with an early dismissal:

Elementary 1:15 p.m., Middle School and High School approximately 1:30 p.m. (Lunch will be served.) 

The  rst full day of classes will take place on Thursday, August 17.

Regular School Hours

Senior High - School will begin at 8:15 a.m. - Dismiss at 3:37 p.m.

Middle School - School will begin at 8:05 a.m. - Dismiss at 3:23 p.m.

Elementary School - School will begin at 8:15 a.m. - Dismiss at:

3:10 p.m. (Kindergarten), 3:12 p.m. (1st & 2nd), 3:17 p.m. (3rd & 4th)  

Busing 

All bus students will be noti  ed by their bus drivers of their departure time. If you have not been noti  ed by 

Friday, August 11, 2017, please call Marty Telecky at 643-6069 or 643-2941.

Hot Lunch Program

All Elementary, Middle School and High School hot lunches will be served beginning Wednesday,

August 16th. Breakfast at the Elementary and Middle School will start on Thursday, August 17th. 

The cost of breakfast and lunches:
Daily   K-4: $2.50   •   5-12: $2.65   •   K-8 Breakfast: $1.60   •   Milk: $.30

Pre-Registration Information

 
Kindergarten: Children must have reached the age of  ve years on or before July 31st to be 

eligible to enter school. Birth certi  cates and immunization records are required for registration for 

all new students. Students enrolling in Kindergarten or transferring from out of state must have a 

visual evaluation. Students will not be allowed to begin school without these records.

 
K-12 students who did not attend Seward Schools last year should register in the principal’s of  ce 

starting August 1, 2017.  Each Kindergarten student, 7th grade student, and students moving into Seward 

School District from out of state, must have a physical before the start of school. All students are required 

to have two doses of Varicella vaccine (Chicken Pox or documentation that they have had the chicken pox) 

before the start of school.

SCHOOL DISTRICT OF SEWARD

WILL OPEN

Wednesday, August 16, 2017

Student Orientation/Open House  •  Monday, August 14, 2017

Elementary School 
5:00-5:30 p.m. ONLY Kindergarteners and families new to Seward Elementary

5:30-6:30 p.m. Everyone welcome!

Middle School
6:00-6:30 p.m. 5th graders and families new to Seward Middle School

6:30-7:30 p.m. Everyone welcome!

Senior High7:00-8:30 p.m. “9th grade and New Student Orientation” at the Seward High 

School Auditorium. Parents are welcome to attend.

Grades K-4
Elementary School

200 East Pinewood
402-643-2968

Grades 5-8Middle School
2401 Karol Kay Blvd.

402-643-2986
Grades 9-12High School

532 Northern Heights
402-643-2988

Starting on August 1st, all school of  ces will be open from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. to answer any questions.

Athletic Practices

High School Football, Softball, Volleyball, Cross Country and Girls Golf practice will begin on Monday, 

August 7th. All Middle School equipment check outs will take place after school starts.  Each student in 

grades 7-12 must have a physical in order to participate in practice.   

Notice of Non-Discrimination

Seward Public Schools does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, age, 

disability, marital status, or based on such protected classes, in admission or access to, or treatment of 

employment or educational programs and activities.  Any person having information or inquiries regarding 

any such discrimination is directed to contact Superintendent Josh Fields, in writing at 410 South Street, 

Seward, NE 68434 or by telephone at (402) 643-2941.  Any person may also contact the Of  ce for Civil 

Rights, U.S. Department of Education: by email at OCR.KansasCity@ed.gov; by telephone at (816) 268-

0550; or by fax at (816) 268-0599, regarding complaints of discrimination based on race, color, national 

origin, gender, age, disability as well as complaints concerning the denial of access or other discrimination 

against Boy Scouts or other youth groups.

The Independent, Milford Times

and Connection 

will have early deadlines due to Labor Day.

All news and advertising for the

Independent  September 6 Edition

must be submitted by

Thursday, Aug. 31, at 12 noon

All news and advertising for the

Milford Times and Connection

September 7 Editions must be submitted by

Friday, Sept. 1, at 12 noon

Our o   ces will be closed on

Monday, September 4, in

observance of Labor Day

INDEPENDENTINDEPENDENT

MILFORD TIMESMILFORD TIMES

FRIEND SENTINELFRIEND SENTINEL

CONNECTIONCONNECTION

Early Holiday Advertising 

Early Holiday Advertising 

& News Deadline

& News Deadline

WILBER REPUBLICANWILBER REPUBLICAN

Providing Behavioral

Health Services
for over 45 years!

• Individual, Family,

 Marital & Group Counseling

• Adults and Children

• Substance Abuse

 Evaluation & Counseling

• Medication Management

 Services• Crisis InterventionEvening Hours Available

Medicare, Medicaid,

Insurance Accepted

Sliding fee scale available to those who qualify.

BlueValleyBehavioralHealth
“Where Healing Begins”

459 South 6th, Ste. 1 • Seward, NE

402-643-3343 • bvbh.net

The Joint Commission Accredited

Take a free and con  dential behavioral

health screening: go to bvbh.net

and click on screening options.

Complete Hog &
Beef Processing

August slaughtering 

appointments
still availableKelly & Connie Baller

514 Main • Milligan, NE

402-629-4333

Milligan House of Meats
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by Amanda Woita

amanda@sewardindependent.com
 Visitors at the Seward County Fair will 

see a few improvements to the fairgrounds.

 In April, the path on the west side of  the 

arena was paved, as well as the first row 

of  parking outside the 4-H building. Doug 

Brand with the Seward County Fair Board 

said new signage was also added.

 “The fair grounds look very nice this 

year,” Brand said during an Aug. 2 inter-

view. In April, Brand said the board had been 

planning to pave the path near the arena for 

at least 10 years, but waited until it had the 

funds to do so.
 “This is the year it worked out to do it,” 

Brand said.
 Brand added that the path was paved, in 

part, to make things easier on fair goers, 

especially parents with strollers.

 Brand said the board decided to pave 

some parking on the east side of  the 4-H 

Center in an effort to reduce potholes from 

wash out. Brand said the project cost $81,000, 

which was under the expected cost. He 

added that the money came from the fair-

ground’s capital improvement fund and the 

board did not borrow money for the paving.

AMANDA WOITA/SCI

The path on the west side of the Seward County Fairgrounds’ arena was paved during the last week 

of March. Doug Brand, director of the Seward County Fair Board, said the project cost $81,000 and 

was paid from the fairground’s capital improvement fund. He also said a single row of parking will 

be paved on the east side of the 4-H Center.

Improvements make 

getting around easier

by Emily Hemphill

emily@sewardindependent.com

 Cake is great. Pretty cake 

is even better.
 Attendees at the Seward 

County Fair will have the 

chance to bid on decorated 

cakes at this year’s 4-H Cake 

Auction, set for 1:30 p.m. on 

Saturday, Aug. 12, inside the 

Ag Pavilion.
 4-H members enrolled in 

the cake decorating project 

will bring their cakes to the 

fair with the hope of  im-

pressing the judge and earn-

ing bids from the crowd.

 The auction first started 

four years ago, which 

changed the way some 

foods entries were handled, 

said Ann Dobesh, a Seward 

County Extension Assistant 

in 4-H Youth Development.

 In the past, cakes were 

entered at the start of  the 

fair and judged at the same 

time as all the other static 

exhibits. “Since we started the 

cake auction, cakes have 

been brought in the day 

of  the auction instead of  

with the rest of  the foods 

exhibits. That way, the cake 

is fresh for the auction,” 

Dobesh said.
 The cakes are evaluated 

by one of  two judges and 

4-Hers learn their ribbon 

placings before the auction.

 “We have two judges, one 

for the beginning level cakes 

and one for the more ad-

vanced,” Dobesh said. “Just 

like with other 4-H exhibits, 

the youth have an opportu-

nity to visit with the judge 

about how they made their 

cake.” That process, called 

interview judging, allows 

the 4-Hers to share their 

knowledge of  decorating 

techniques, tell what they 

learned and explain any 

mistakes or imperfections in 

the finished product.

 Earlier this summer, local 

cake decorator Kitty Vacha 

taught a Clover College 

workshop on cake decorat-

ing, where youth learned 

different techniques and had 

the chance to experiment. 

Some of  the youth who at-

tended that workshop will 

have their cake projects up 

for sale. The auction will be held 

prior to the 4-H awards cer-

emony Saturday afternoon 

at the Ag Pavilion. Dobesh 

said the auction moved to 

that venue last year so that 

enough seating is available 

for the crowd.
 Brian Schweitzer will 

auction the cakes. Dobesh 

said 61 exhibits are entered, 

but that number includes 

decorated cookies and 

cupcakes, as well, and not 

all of  those items will be 

auctioned.
 “As a whole, the numbers 

that are pre-registered are 

up slightly this year from 

last year,” she said.

 The proceeds from the 

auction are split between 

the 4-Her who made the cake 

and the Seward County 4-H 

Council. “The funds raised primar-

ily help provide camp and 

college scholarships, vol-

unteer recognition, awards 

and support for educational 

workshops,” Dobesh said.

COURTESY PHOTO

A hand-decorated cake waits to be auctioned during the 2016 

Seward County Fair. This year’s auction will be held at 1:30 p.m. 

on Saturday, Aug. 12, inside the Ag Pavilion. Funds raised are split 

between the 4-H member who made the cake and the Seward 

County 4-H Council.

by Emily Hemphill

emily@sewardindependent.com

 A new event at the 

Seward County Fair will 

give 4-Hers a chance to try 

their hand at BB gun and 

air rifle shooting.

 The 4-H Open Shoot will 

be held at 4 p.m. on Satur-

day, Aug. 12, at the Reunion 

Center on the Seward 

County Fairgrounds.

 Seward County current-

ly has three 4-H clubs with 

certified shooting sports 

instructors who teach a 

variety of  gun disciplines 

as well as archery.

 "We’re trying to get 

more interest in shoot-

ing sports side of  4-H," 

said Jeff  Krivohlavek, a 

certified shooting sports 

instructor with the 10X 

Shooters 4-H Club.

 All the traditional shoot-

ing sports contests were 

held as pre-fair competi-

tions, except archery, 

which is held during the 

fair. Participants in those 

contests must be enrolled 

in shooting sports as a 4-H 

project, but anybody en-

rolled in 4-H is welcome to 

compete in the open shoot.

 "If  a 4-Her shows cows 

and they want to give 

shooting sports a try, they 

can," Krivohlavek said. 

"We've opened it up to all 

4-H members."
 4-H members are youth 

ages 8-18, and no Clover 

Kids (4-Hers ages 5-7) will 

be allowed at the shoot.

 "We don't have a shoot-

ing sports project at the 

Clover Kid level for safety 

reasons," Krivohlavek said.

 Participants ages 8-13 

will shoot BB gun, and 

those ages 14-18 will shoot 

air rifle. "It will be 20 shots in the 

prone position, which is 

laying down on your belly, 

the easiest one to shoot," 

Krivohlavek said.

 A 15-minute safety 

demonstration on gun 

handling and shooting will 

be given before anyone is 

allowed to shoot.

 Each age division will 

be electronically scored, 

and awards will be given at 

the end of  the event.

 Those interested in par-

ticipating are encouraged 

to pre-enter so that entry 

numbers and scorecards 

can be printed ahead of  

time, but registrations also 

will be accepted the day of  

the shoot. To register, contact the 

Seward County Extension 

Office at (402) 643-2981 

or Krivohlavek at (402) 

641-7254 or by email at 

jajakriv@gmail.com.

by Amanda Woita

amanda@sewardindependent.com
 County fairs are known to 

give 4-H kids the chance to 

show their animals and the 

crafts they’ve made.

 But the fair can also be a 

way to expose younger kids 

to what 4-H has to offer.

 Kenzee Kucera, a 4-H 

assistant with the Seward 

County Extension Office, 

said children ages 5 to 7, 

who are too young for 4-H, 

can join Clover Kids to get a 

head start on the skills 4-H 

teaches. In addition to several 

workshops offered to Clover 

Kids throughout the year, 

the kids can also take part in 

county fair activities.

 “They can do a lot of  

different things at the fair,” 

Kucera said.
 Before the fair officially 

4-Hers prep for annual auction New event chance 
to try new event

Clover Kids offers 
4-H to younger kids

(continued on 7A)
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The Magic Starts Here!

www.davissonfurniture.com

2767 Progressive Rd. (South Hwy. 15) • Seward, NE 

402-643-3777

Furniture Center
Davisson

CARPETCARPETFURNITUREFURNITURE

• 1” Birch Plywood Construction
• Largest Storage Drawer Available
• Freestanding
• Supports up to 500 lbs.

3 sizes 
available

One piece or 
100 pieces!

APPLIANCESAPPLIANCES

• Creams
• Mints
• Alligators

Really Good Candy!Really Good Candy!

A family tradition!

THANK YOU
for shopping

in Seward!

Tax
Business Consulting 

International Advisory
Accounting

Payroll

612 Seward St., Seward • 402-643-2333 • www.aspyrgroup.com

by Keaton Burgess
Seward County Independent

The Seward County Agri-
cultural Society hit 150 years 
of being open last year, but 
was not able to celebrate due 
to COVID. 

Since the society was 
formed in 1871, it has been 
helping out and putting on 
many events including the 
Seward County Fair and help-
ing with FFA, 4-H and the 
agriculture around Seward 
and surrounding areas. 

The Ag Society also hosts 
many different public events 
in the Ag Pavilion. 

“Recently, we hosted Me-
morial Health Care Systems 
to give COVID vaccines,” 
Doug Brand said. Brand is 
a long time member of the 
Seward County Ag Society. 
“We were glad to be able to 
host Memorial Health Care 
without charging anything 
to them.”

Brand spoke on the histo-
ry of the Ag Society. 

“Our society started back 
in 1871. That same year is 
when we hosted the first 
county fair,” Brand said. 
“Since then, a lot has hap-
pened in the past for our Ag 
Society and fairgrounds. 
We’ve moved and rebuilt 
the fairgrounds. We’ve also 
added on new buildings to 
the fairgrounds like the Ag 
Pavilion in 1990.”

With all of these things 
happening, Brand had to 
mention all of the dedication 
it took.

“We wouldn’t be where we 
are today without all of the 
individuals that put in a lot 
of time and dedication to this 
society,” Brand said. “We’ve 
had a lot of strong people on 
the Ag Society board that 
have helped for many years 
and we are thankful for that. 
Some of our board members 
are coming up on 45 years of 

service. We are also thankful 
for the County Commission-
ers and the work that they 
have put in for us. You also 

have to bring up Jack Aegert-
er and Ron Gade. When you 
talk about the Seward Coun-
ty fair, you can’t go without 

mentioning Jack and Ron. 
They put in a lot of time and 
effort for our fair.”

Although the Ag Society 
has a rich history, there is 
one item that reminds people 
of the history better then 
anything, the Seward County 
Fair Quilt.

“The quilt was made at the 
Seward County Quilt Guild 
and was made by some of the 
ladies who worked closely 
with the fair,” Brand said. 
“Each patch on the quilt 
represents a part of the fair 
and it represents the history 
of our fair very well.”

Although the Ag Society 
didn’t have any events to cele-
brate its 150-year anniversa-
ry, Brand wanted to remind 
everyone of one important 
event for the society.

“The Seward County Fair 
is coming up on Aug. 5-8,” 
Brand said. “It’s always a lot 
of fun and it’s great for all 
ages.”

Seward County Agricultural Society celebrates 150 years

FILE PHOTO

This treasure chest cake earned a purple and champion middle cake 
decorating exhibit award for Morgan Havlat.



Weapons, warriors exhibits join museum
by Gerald D. “Jerry” Meyer
NENG Historian

The year 2021 saw several 
new additions to the Nebras-
ka National Guard Museum 
in Seward as well as increas-
ing attendance during the 
pandemic.

The coming year will see 
more additions to the facility 
as the main floor space starts 
to fill in. Despite COVID-19, 
the numbers of visitors to 
the museum has steadily 
increased during the year. 
In part, due to the large 
numbers of student groups 
who couldn’t visit in person 
during 2020, the museum is 
getting back on track to its 
goal of 30,000 visitors a year. 

The largest, and most ex-
pensive, addition to the muse-
um was the John and Dar-
lene Wood Weapons Display 
room. Completed in June, 
and unveiled and dedicated 
on July 4, 2021, this room is 
considered one of the best in 
the National Guard museum 
system.

With a generous financial 
contribution from Darlene 
Wood in memory of her 
husband, John, the room 
features custom made cabi-
nets, exhibits, audio-visual 
monitors and an extensive 
number of vintage firearms 
related to the Nebraska 
National Guard. John served 
in the Nebraska National 
Guard in the 1950’s, and the 
room features some of his 
artifacts on display. Each of 
the cabinets in named for a 
person or group of historic 
significance to the Nebraska 
National Guard:

•  Frances Lohnes – only 
Nebraskan to receive a 
Medal of Honor for actions 
within the boundary of the 
state. This collection features 
weapons from the founding 
of the NENG in 1854 to the 
late 1880’s. 

•  William Grayson – fired 
the first shot of the Phil-
ippine Insurrection. This 
collection features weapons 

from the Spanish-American 
War, World War I, World War 
II and Desert Storm. 

•  Second Platoon, Compa-
ny M – this unit held the road 
open for Patton to relieve the 
101st Airborne at Bastogne 
during the Battle of the Bulge 
(World War II) and they all 
received Bronze Stars for 
their actions. This collection 
features machine guns and 
other crew served weapons 
from World War I and II. 

•  Thaine Hale – soldier 
in the 134th Infantry Regi-
ment during World War II 
in France, was surrounded 
by the Germans and rath-
er than surrender, fought 
through the lines, got a tank 
and fought his way back to 
rescue his fellow soldiers. He 
was killed shortly after and 
was awarded the Silver Star 
(posthumous). This collec-
tion features many of the 
World War II weapons (Allied 
and Axis) that have been 
donated to the museum.

•  Gary Anderson – soldier 
in the Nebraska National 
Guard and two-time Olympic 

gold medalist in shooting 
(Tokyo 1964, Mexico City 
1968). This collection features 
weapons from our shooting 
teams and will also feature 
the 1964 rifle used by An-
derson in Tokyo (currently 
being restored). 

Below the glass cases in 
each of the display areas are 
special collections that have 
been donated over the years:

•  Bayonets and Sabers col-
lection (1800’s to present)

•  Collection of Capt. Carl 
J. Norden, Jr. (World War II 
weapons)

•  Collection of Maurice 
Donaho (Mauser and other 
World War II weapons/arti-
facts)

•  Collection of Jack 
Swanson (Vintage military 
weapons)

Some special weapons are 
also featured in the collec-
tion:

•  Colt M1911A1 Pistol of 
Major John Cattle – features 
“sweetheart grips” with 
pictures of his wife, Virginia, 
and son, Jay. 

•  Browning M1917 Ma-

chine Gun (water cooled) 
– featuring stories of hero-
ism from George “Rambo” 
Hansen and Ralph Greeley 
during World War II.

•  Browning M2 Heavy 
Barrel (HB) Heavy Machine 
Gun – featuring stories of the 
1074th Transportation Com-
pany and the all-female gun 
crew in Iraq.

•  Colt AR-15 Heavy As-
sault Rifle – one of 200 pro-
duced. It is a Model GX-5856 
and was tested as a “three in 
one weapon” and failed in the 
1960’s. 

•  Service Pistols since 
World War I features the 
M1911 (.45 ACP), the Beretta 
M9 (9mm), and the current 
pistols Sig Sauer M17 and 
M18. One of the M9 is an Ad-
jutant General’s pistol (rare 
for a collection).

New to the room is 2022 
will be a cabinet in the mid-
dle of the room to house new 
weapons to the collection: 
(future acquisitions) M107 
Barrett 50 caliber sniper 
rifle, M2010 Sniper Rifle (.30 
caliber), M110 Sniper Rifle 

(.308 Win), M60 Machine Gun 
(replica), M240B Machine 
Gun (replica) and M249 Ma-
chine Gun (replica).

Also new to 2022 will be 
lighting for the pull out draw-
ers and additional labeling of 
the collection in the drawers. 

Women warriors
The Nebraska Women 

Warriors Exhibit was dedi-
cated on July 4, 2021. It was 
created by select female 
veterans and current serv-
ing members to honor their 
service since 1972.

The main floor exhibit 
features select artifacts 
housed in a display case, 
and audio-visual monitor 
with interviews, and story 
boards and additional arti-
facts in small cases. One of 
the famous pictures featured 
shows Gov. J.J. Exon swear-
ing in the first Nebraska 
Army National Guard re-
cruits Leslie Doughy, Chris-
tine Sherman Thompson and 
Jodell “Jodie” Urbauer in 
January, 1972.

The story behind the picture 
is that only a commissioned 
officer can swear in new re-
cruits, and the scene was done 
over a few minutes after the 
famous picture was taken.

Some of the wall displays 
feature recruiting handouts 
from the early days directed 
at female recruits. Several 
prominent female soldiers 
and airmen are featured in 
the exhibit to include Gen. 
Roma Amundsen (her gener-
al’s officer belt), Capt. Lorrie 
Hayward (storyboard - first 
female pilot in the Nebraska 
Air National Guard), Gen. 
Wendy Johnson (dress uni-
form jacket), Chief Warrant 
Officer Teressa Domeier 
(uniform – highest ranking 
female Warrant Officer in 
the entire National Guard), 
and Deb Tiemann Tankesley 
(early “test” uniform).

At the July 4 dedication, 
many of the veterans and 
current female soldiers and 
airmen were present to un-
veil the new exhibit. 
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A new addition at the Nebraska National Guard Museum is the John and Darlene Wood Weapons Display 
Room. Dedicated on July 4, 2021, it is dedicated to the late John Wood who was a member of the Nebraska 
National Guard in the 1950’s. The collection features firearms from the founding of the NENG in 1854 to 
present. Custom cabinets named for historic figures house the extensive collection. 
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Rembolt Ludtke LLP | Attorneys at Law

Tim Moll u Pete Wegman
Anthony Aerts

125 South 6th Street
Seward, NE 68434

P: 402-643-4770

3 Landmark Centre
1128 Lincoln Mall, Ste. 300

Lincoln, NE 68508
P: 402-475-5100

www.remboltlawfirm.com
We find the way®

Serving the Seward Office Since 1996: Milford A/C
HVAC Sales & Service

402-761-2433
Fax 402-761-2895

Bill Saltzman

A place where old -fashioned
service isn’t a thing of the past

309 First St. • Milford, NE 68405

★ ★

★ ★

New name, same game at Middle Creek Printing
by Stephanie Croston
scroston@sewardindependent.com

It started with hats.
In the mid 1990s, Joey Carder and 

his sister were looking for a way to 
make some money, and their dad Ron 
suggested selling hats outside Memo-
rial Stadium.

They did, and Joey has been sell-
ing hats (and other items) ever since.

At the time, the Carders contract-
ed with an embroidery company in 
Lincoln to add designs to their hats. 
Eventually, they bought an embroi-
dery machine and started doing their 
own work.

One of their most popular designs 
was Nebraska Bugeaters, Joey said.

In 1998, the Carders set up a shop 
in Milford where Pizza Kitchen is 
now. They moved to the location 
where Dragonfly is and outgrew 
that in 2001. They were doing screen 
printing in Ron’s basement in Pleas-
ant Dale and moved the business, 
then known as Sports Express, to his 
garage in 2002.

It kept expanding, eventually 

taking over the garage, sunroom 
and basement, Joey said. In 2012, 
the Carders worked with the city of 
Seward and Cattle Bank to buy a lot 
at the corner of Fifth and Bradford 
using LB840 funds.

At the time, the Sports Express 
staff was three – Joey, Ron and Ron’s 
wife. Today, the business employs six 
people and is looking for a seventh, 
Joey said.

The name Sports Express came 
about because the business also sold 
surplus sporting goods and equip-
ment. In February 2021, Ron retired 
and Joey took over.

Joey, a 2001 graduate of Milford 
High, said running the business was 
not what he’d planned. He worked 
with EarthLink for a little while, but 
came back to Sports Express in 2003.

When his dad retired, he started 
considering a new name.

“I love sports and working with 
businesses and other organizations,” 
he said. “We don’t just do sports. The 
name is more reflective of what we 
do.”

He wanted something that tied 

back to his dad and the early days 
of Sports Express in Pleasant Dale. 
Middle Creek runs through town, 
and it 
seemed a 
natural fit.

Middle 
Creek 
Printing 
offers a 
variety of 
services, 
from em-
broidery 
to screen printing to sublimation, 
which is a print that dyes the shirt 
and can be done while you wait. MCP 
can also design and print awards, 
mugs and other items.

“I love working with a customer 
start to finish,” he said.

Joey said online stores have 
become more popular, especially for 
sports teams, and MCP is adding 
more for businesses.

“They’re set up so everyone can 
order. Then we compile, print and 
sort,” he said.

The pandemic has hurt the supply 

chain at MCP, he said. There have 
been items MCP can’t get in a specif-
ic color or style.

The MCP staff is working to devel-
op a dashboard for businesses to use 
and to find ways to make the order-
ing process better.

“We’re busy all the time,” he said 
with a smile.

Inventory changes throughout the 
year, he said. In the spring, for exam-
ple, MCP does more with business ap-
parel and items for reunions. In the 
mid- to late fall, the choice changes to 
heavier weight clothing.

“Every piece is a custom piece,” he 
said. “We design, set up and print. It’s 
kind of cool. It’s more than picking a 
shirt off a shelf.”

MCP used to be at a lot of weekend 
tournaments to sell custom shirts to 
fans and players. They have dialed 
that back to a Memorial Day tourna-
ment in Omaha and a couple tourna-
ments in Seward.

Middle Creek Printing still does 
hats, although they’re not Joey’s 
favorite item, he said, grinning.
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by Keaton Burgess
reporter@sewardindependent.com

Since starting in 1996 in Seward, 
the Southeast Nebraska Court Ap-
pointed Special Advocates has been 
open for 25 years.

Since then, Southeast Nebraska 
CASA has expanded to many sur-
rounding areas. Its first expansion 
was to Jefferson County in 2011.

Southeast Nebraska CASA’s other 
expansions included Saline County 
in 2014 and Gage and Thayer Coun-
ties in 2015.

Marci Fehlhafer, Executive Di-
rector of Southeast Nebraska CASA, 
talked about the responsibilities of a 
volunteer.

“Our volunteers advocate on 
behalf of abused and neglected 
children,” Fehlhafer said. “They 
are assigned to a case, and then the 
volunteer looks at everything and 
recommends to a judge what they 
think is best for the child.” 

To become a volunteer, Fehlhafer 
said there is training.

“They have to go through 30 
hours of training and an extensive 

background check,” Fehlhafer said. 
“Once they finish that, then they are 
sworn in.”

To celebrate their 25th anniversa-
ry, Southeast Nebraska CASA hopes 
to tie it in with a yearly event they 
hold.

“We hope to do something for it at 
the Scare at the Fair event,” Fehl-
hafer said. “We host this at the Ag 
Pavilion on Halloween, so we hope 
to tie in our anniversary to it some-
how.”

When it comes to Southeast Ne-
braska CASA’s success, Fehlhafer 

would like to thank Seward County.
“Seward County has been a 

tremendous support to us, and we 
are very thankful for them,” Fehlha-
fer said. “You see some businesses 
struggle sometimes due to lack of 
county support, but not for us.”

Anyone interested in becoming 
a volunteer for Southeast Nebraska 
CASA can contact their offices at 
(402) 643-3695 or visit their new and 
updated website for more informa-
tion.

Southeast Nebraska CASA celebrates 25 years

Bradley & Jill Perdue, Nathan & Makena Bierbaum

Seward, NE • Dwight, NE • 402-643-2924
www.zabkafuneralhome.com
zabkafuneralhome@gmail.com

When faced with the loss of a loved 
one, the love and support of family 
means everything.

At Zabka-Perdue Funeral Home, 
our family promises to serve yours 
as if you were a member of our own.

FAMILYFAMILY

(continued from page 13)
big bucks, she plans on continuing drawing the 
buildings around town.

Brand is also working on puzzle designs with 
other local artists that will be on the shelves in 
Chapters Books & Gifts near November.

Moll works at Middle Creek Printing doing the 
shipping and receiving. She plans to continue to 
sell her stickers in Chapters Books & Gifts, as well 

as on her Etsy shop. Moll also plans to continue to 
attend craft fairs with her art. 

Both Moll and Brand also sell their art through 
their own online shops which offer an array of 
products.

Emmi Moll’s products can be found at her shop 
emmilineIllustration on Etsy. Emma Brand’s 
works can be found at happymediumillustration.
weebly.com.

Stickers
COURTESY IMAGE

Emma Brand created 
this drawing of the 
Seward County Court-
house that is available 
as a sticker.
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SELF STORAGE

• New all-steel building w/steel dividers to the ceiling
• 10’ x 30’ & 10’ x 20’ bays for boats, cars, or anything else
   ...even RVs, Clark!
• Easy access • Huge turn-around area • Easy lease plan

402-643-9311 • 402-430-9096
Owner: Tom (Zke) Matzke 

Two
Locations!

also:
Mowing &

Snow Removal

1041 Elm St. • Seward
1301 Cottonwood St. • Seward

ZKE, LLC

112 B St. | Milford, NE 68405
402-761-2351 | www.milfordnedentist.com

Continuing to accept patients of all ages.

Celebrating 
24 years

of Dentistry 
in Milford!

Proud to be part
of the Milford 
Community 
since 1998.

Services
Include:
Oral Surgery

Dental Implants
Invisalign®

Cosmetic Restorations
Preventative Care

(continued from page 11)
When asked about Rondorf’s life and involve-

ment with Habitat for Humanity, Nitz and Pam 
Rondorf provided stories of all that Rondorf did. 
One year, a house needed new paint. Volunteers 
were needed to help scrape and repaint the sid-
ing. Rondorf contacted the Concordia Universi-
ty football team to help with the project. Within 
several days, a large group of Bulldog football 
players were helping scrape the house.

“Anytime there was a project that needed 
help, he would get up in church and ask for vol-
unteers. He was always thinking about Habitat. 
Don couldn’t drive by an empty lot in Seward 
County without wondering if it was available for 
someone in need,” Pam Rondorf said.

Habitat for Humanity has built close to 20 
homes in the Seward County area over the 
years. Rondorf played a big part in all that the 
organization did. Between his ability to gath-
er volunteers, to find people in need and his 
positive outlook, Rondorf was the go-to man 
for Habitat for Humanity. When he believed in 
something, he gave it his all.

“When we were looking for new leaders for 
Seward County Habitat for Humanity, every-
body said, ‘I am not Don Rondorf,’” Nitz said.

Since Seward County Habitat for Humani-
ty was looking for leadership, they contacted 
Lincoln Habitat for Humanity to acquire its 

chapter. Seward County Habitat began to com-
bine with Lincoln’s Habitat for Humanity in the 
beginning of 2019. 
Josh Hanshaw of 
the Lincoln Habi-
tat for Humanity 
worked closely 
with Rondorf when 
the two organiza-
tions were work-
ing together. 

“Don was a 
huge advocate for 
Habitat and incred-
ibly supportive. He 
is dearly missed,” 
Hanshaw said.

One former 
Habitat member 
said: “We are 
grateful to have 
known and loved Don. Never will we forget his 
positive outlook and his love of people. It was 
always a blessing to be in his presence, wheth-
er fundraising, building, cooking burgers or 
a habitat meeting, we always had the feeling 
that if Don were there everything would be 
alright. It is hard to express how much Don will 
be missed. He touched so many lives in such a 
positive way.”

Don Rondorf

Habitat
(continued from page 14)

body’s busy so we rely on the volunteer coaches and that 
was just as hard pre-pandemic.”

Most volunteers in Milford have family involvement 
in the team sports as well.

“We have all volunteers and most of them have kids 
on the teams,” Parman said.

Bode said the Seward Recreation Department is oper-
ating with precaution.

“We still continue to give the kids GERM X, Kleenex-
es, hand sanitizers, etc.,” Bode said. “We also consult 
with Four Corners Health Department and the hospital 
here in Seward.”

Parman said that Milford is being as safe as possible.
“We still took precautions, but for the most part, ev-

eryone was ready to come back and that was toward the 
end of March this year,” Parman said.

Parman said the overall goal for Milford’s recreation 
department is to get children playing again.

“We want to get kids involved and get the word out for 
families,” Parman said. “Kids want to be active and we 
want to give them those opportunities.”

Parks and Rec

UNL helps with content
An advanced reporting class from the University of 

Nebraska-Lincoln was in Seward last summer, helping 
at the Seward County Independent. Assignments includ-
ed articles that appear in this special edition.
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LOCAL  
REALTORS  
WORKING 
FOR YOU!

Whether buying or selling, let Woods Bros Realty’s dedicated,  
professional and personal service help you realize your dreams.

112 S 4TH ST, SEWARD, NE 68434  |  402.643.2541
WWW.WOODSBROS.COM

CASEY
COLLINS

Managing Broker
402-223-8146

SHELLY
NITZ

REALTOR®
402-641-0698

KELBY
NITZ

REALTOR®
402-646-0429

ANGELA 
MUELLER

REALTOR®
402-646-8826

Celebrating OVER 130 YEARS of Service!

Seward considers building wellness center
by Stephanie Croston
scroston@sewardindependent.com

A convenient location, city approv-
al and ballot measure are steps the 
Seward Wellness Center committee 
is using to bring a wellness center to 
Seward.

The wellness center, as currently 
planned, would include a six-lane 
swimming pool, two basketball/all 
purpose courts, a walking track, 
exercise and cardio room, a chil-
dren’s area, a multi-use space and 
locker rooms. It would be available 
for after-school programs and youth 
activities, as well.

The proposed center would be 
north of Seward Middle School, 
giving students easy access to it. 
That would be similar to the for-
mer Seward Youth Center (now the 
brewing facility for Bottle Rocket 
Brewery), located across from the 
former middle school (now The Rock 
Church).

The city provided a letter of intent 

at its Oct. 19 meeting, stating that the 
city would put a sales tax increase 
question on the primary election 
ballot in May. The sales tax would be 
used to pay for about one-third of the 
project.

The committee applied for a $5 
million State of Nebraska Shovel 
Ready Capital Recovery and Invest-
ment Grant, and that requires a 
match of up to $5 million. Committee 
members were soliciting pledges 

through Dec. 31.
Pledges may be paid over five 

years. If the wellness center does not 
happen, the pledges will be void.

According to www.sewardwell-
nesscenter.org, the project is curent-
ly estimated between $12 and $15 
million. Costs would be divided into 
thirds between donations, grants and 
public funding.

If a sales tax increase is approved 
in May, the soonest construction 
could begin is in the fall of 2022, the 
website said.

Seward Youth Center
The former Seward Youth Center 

building has been repurposed by Bot-
tle Rocket Brewing Co. The building 
was sold in November 2018, Erika 
Kratochvil, SYC board treasurer, 
said.

Attendance had dropped at the 
center when the middle school moved 
to its new location at Waverly Road 
and Karol Kay Boulevard. Before, 
the SYC was across the street from 

the middle school, so it was easy for 
students to get there.

Originally, the youth center board 
wanted to build their own building, 
but now they are teaming with the 
Seward Wellness Center committee, 
Kratochvil said.

Former board members Bill Sloup 
and Kurt Baumbach support the 
combination.

“When it first started, it said in 
the bylaws if the youth center doesn’t 
exist, the money should be given to 
something to support youth,” Sloup 
said.

Money to create the youth center 
came from a Peter Kiewitt donation 
and the sale of engraved bricks on 
the east side of the building.

The $255,000 from the sale of the 
building will go toward a new well-
ness center, Kratochvil said. With the 
inclusion of youth center activities 
at a new facility, programs could be 
expanded and that would be good for 
students, she said.
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by Elizabeth A. Elliott
news@enterprisepub.com 

 
For just over 150 years, Immanuel Evangelical 

Lutheran Church in Middle Creek has stood as a 
sentinel of faith, dating back to its German immi-
grant founders. 

“The church was founded in 1870 and the part 
I find interesting is the Homestead Act started 
in 1862 and that was instrumental in this, even 
though it’s a side story,” said church secretary 
Verda Schweitzer, whose grandfather was one of 
the founders of the church. “That’s what brought 
people to this area, the German immigrants who 
were Lutheran. They came and homesteaded here 
and felt a need for a church. 

She said before the church, there was a strong 
need for a cemetery. 

They were losing children because of all the 
health issues at that time. She said one particu-
lar event was a driving factor — two young boys 

died when they were struck by lightning in their 
home. 

“One was 17 and the other was 11. One of the 
homesteaders were meeting in homes for services 
and one offered up land to have the boys buried 
in and that’s where our church cemetery is,” 
Schweitzer said. “They were the first two buried. 
Then they received the land for the church.”  

To celebrate the church anniversary of 150 plus 
one, two services, an organ recital and a meal 
were shared. 

“It gave us an opportunity to reflect on what 
our forefathers did to start the church and the sac-
rifices they made,” she said. “And to reconnect to 
a lot of people who were past members who came 
out to the celebration.” 

Schweitzer said the church has 93 baptized 
members. 

“It’s going through what so many of the church-
es are going through,” she said. “They aren’t 
growing. We aren’t either.” 

She said the best thing about the anniversary 
is the continuation for 150 years of preaching 
God’s word.

“That has to be the most important thing. The 
baptizing of the children, camaraderie which 
is what a congregation should be,” Schweitzer 
said. “We’ve been supporting and sustaining one 
another through the good times and bad times for 
150 years.” 

The founding of the church was official in 1870 
and the current location was built in 1902. The 
altar is still the same altar that they built when 
they built this church in 1902. The baptismal font 
was the original from the church in 1870 and one 
of the hymn boards is an original. 

There were 10 founders of the church. Of those, 
one of them was the father of the two boys who 
died. He was 43 and the oldest of the founders. 

“The average age was in their mid-30s. The 
youngest was 22. They homesteaded, had noth-
ing, developed their farms and built the church,” 
Schweitzer said. “The hardships are unbelievable. 
One of the founders lost four children within six 
weeks of each other.”

Homestead Act instrumental in church founding
Immanuel Evangelical Lutheran Church celebrates 150 plus 1

(continued from page 15)
fit in sales generated by the visitors to 
Seward for the Fourth. It is so import-
ant that I even named my business 
Liberty House as a tie in with the 
Fourth of July celebration. We all 
missed the real Fourth the year of 
COVID-19 and were so glad to see it re-
turn in person – due primarily to our 
very dedicated, all volunteer Fourth 
of July Celebration Committee.”

Phil Bangert, former Fourth of 
July treasurer and current hospital-
ity chair, said volunteers collaborate 
all year to put on the celebration. 
While the virtual celebration was 
good, it didn’t provide much econom-
ic impact.

“The Virtual Fourth of 2020 in 
Seward did, however, count as a 
celebration and keep our 150+ plus 
annual of Fourths in place and on 
track!” he said. “Plus it is nice to 
have so many events now officially 
recorded for future use and we are on 
to 154th annual Fourth for this year 
on Monday, July 4, 2022.”

Kolterman said the 2021 celebra-
tion included most of the traditional 
activities.

“In fact, it must have worked well, 
as the 2021 Seward Fourth of July 
Celebration was named the Top Ne-

braska Festival for 2021 by the State 
of Nebraska Tourism Department and 
awarded the 2021 Tourism Trophy at 
the recent State Tourism Conference 
in Grand Island on Oct. 22,” he said.

“It did catch the committee by sur-
prise as there were so many strong 
contenders for the award and our cel-
ebration was not back at 100% yet in 
2021,” Steve Hambek, July 4 Commit-
tee member, said. “We were, however, 
thrilled for the honor and accepted it 
readily. There are over 200 Fourth of 
July Celebrations in Nebraska alone, 
and that doesn’t count all the other 
annual ethnic festivals and such in 
Nebraska. To be named the 2021 Top 
Festival in Nebraska is an honor and 
one the committee will cherish.”

Jessica Kolterman, recording sec-
retary, said the pandemic was a good 
reminder of what’s really important.

“Because of the pandemic and the 
COVID-19 situation, we now realize 
just how important the little things 
in life are – such as a being able to 
be together as family and friends to 
celebrate our nation’s birth and patri-
otism,” she said.

The virtual Fourth included over 
75 segments, but it wasn’t the same.

 “We are all so very happy to be 
back in full force for 2022 with a com-
plete Fourth!” she said.

Since the Nebraska National Guard 
Museum’s arrival on the Seward 
scene five years ago, the Nebraska Na-
tional Guard Museum has welcomed 

a strong partnership with the Seward 
Fourth of July Celebration.

“The Fourth of July in Seward 
is our biggest day in attendance, 
drawing up to 10,000+ visitors on 
that one day!” Jerry Meyer, Nebraska 
National Guard Museum historian 
and member of the Seward Fourth 
of July Celebration Committee. “We 
have programed activities and events 
scheduled for that big July 4 day and 
capitalize on all of the 50,000 visi-
tors that come to spend the Fourth 
in Seward, hoping they stop by our 
wonderful museum facility.

“We participated in the 2020 virtu-
al Fourth in Seward on the internet, 
but this last year was so much nicer 
in person and we feel we will be back 
to full force in 2022. We already are 
formulating some big activities for 
2022 and excited to be part of that day 
on Monday, July 4, 2022.” 

Clark Kolterman said changes or 
cancellations can happen, but the com-
mittee is planning the 2022 Fourth.

“Because of COVID and really 
missing a Fourth, we now realize how 
special it is to be together in cele-
bration and it will make the future 
in-person Seward Fourth of July 
Celebrations that much more special! 
Spend the Fourth in Seward!” he said.

FILE PHOTO

The crowd gathered at the anvil firing July 4 readies for takeoff as the fuse gets shorter. 

July 4
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Proud to call  
Seward County home

Petsource= by Scoular produces freeze-dried high-protein 

ingredients for the pet food industry. We are committed to 

partner with our local Seward community and are currently 

hiring. For more information on our career opportunities, 

please contact petsourceHR@petsource.com.

petsource.com

Follow us and stay in touch

petsource-by-scoular

1801 Pine St, Seward, NE 68434  | (402) 803-1860

© 2021 Petsource
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PROTECTION FROM THE 
SKY DOWNYou have a lot at 

risk every year. Get 
crop insurance from 
agents you can 
count on. We will get 
you the best service 
and policy while
saving you money. 
Contact Randy Roth 
or Nick Glanzer to 
make sure you have 
the right coverage 
for your operation.

601 1st Street • Milford, NE • 402-761-2125
www.cropinsurancesolutions.com

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination against its customers, employees, and applicants for employment on the bases of race, color, national origin, age, disability, 
sex, gender identity, religion, reprisal, and where applicable, political beliefs, marital status, familial or parental status, sexual orientation, or all or part of an individual’s income is derived from 
any public assistance program, or protected genetic information in employment or in any program or activity conducted or funded by the Department. (Not all prohibited bases will apply to all 
programs and/or employment activities.)
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